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And don’t forget to register for Cato’s IPAB debate this Thursday.
 
----------------------------------
 
‘There Isn’t a Single Honest Health Economist Who Agrees

with the LA Times’ on IPAB

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

I blogged previously about Mitt Romney’s claim that ObamaCare creates “an unelected board that’s

going to tell people ultimately what kind of treatments they can have.” President Obama conceded

the point when he responded that the Independent Payment Advisory Board “basically identifies

best practices and says, let’s use the purchasing power of Medicare and Medicaid to help to

institutionalize all these good things that we do.” The president admitted the whole point of IPAB is

to let a bunch of experts decide what practices are “best,” and to stop paying for what isn’t.

I am not aware of a single fact-checker who has grasped that basic point. Not PolitiFact, not the

Associated Press, not FactCheck.org, not The Washington Post‘s Fact-Checker, not this Washington
Post health reporter. The Los Angeles Times called Romney’s claim “erroneous” and writes:

This is a myth advanced repeatedly by critics of the Affordable Care Act and debunked

consistently by independent fact-checkers…the panel is explicitly prohibited from cutting

benefits for people on Medicare. And there is no provision in the law that empowers the

advisory board to make any decisions about what treatments doctors may provide for their

patients.

Jay Bhattacharya, a professor of medicine and economics at Stanford University, responds:

The media “fact check” business is incredibly tiresome given how pedantic and downright

inaccurate it is, but I wanted to weigh in on this one before it hardens.  The LA Times somehow

thinks that the ACA (aka Obamacare) will have no effect on determining what care patients can

get, and consequently dings Romney for saying it will.  There isn’t a single honest health

economist out there who agrees with the LA Times on this one.

Bhattacharya explains that IPAB will be able to influence care by cutting payments to providers.

But that’s not the half of it. IPAB has the power to do exactly what the fact-checkers think it can’t:

deny specific treatments to Medicare enrollees. It can even raise taxes and do other things the

fact-checkers think it cannot.

I explain why the fact-checkers are wrong at this Cato Institute policy forum at noon on Thursday

(October 11). Join us. Pre-register now at that link.

Michael F. Cannon • October 9, 2012 @ 8:38 am 
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The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal whether they
would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so few states
are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review Online column that posted
yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama administration would push back that deadline. It
seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide
whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state
officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to
operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for
states that are interested in a partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 
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The IRS’s Illegal ObamaCare Taxes, Bagenstos
Edition

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

As I posted a week ago today, Jonathan Adler and I have a paper titled, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.” Our central claims

are:

1.    The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act explicitly restricts its “premium-assistance

tax credits” (and thus the “cost-sharing subsidies” and employer- and individual-mandate

penalties those tax credits trigger) to health insurance “exchanges” established by states;

2.    The IRS has no authority to offer those entitlements or impose those taxes in states that

opt not to create Exchanges; and

3.    The IRS’s ongoing attempt to impose those taxes and issue those entitlements through

Exchanges established by the federal government is contrary to congressional intent and

the clear language of the Act.

We hope to post an updated draft of our paper, with lots of new material, soon.

At the Disability Law blog and Balkinization, University of Michigan law professor Samuel

Bagenstos writes that our claims are “deeply legally flawed.”

Like others before him, Bagenstos’s main argument in support of the IRS reduces to the absurd

claim that the federal government can establish an Exchange that is established by a state. He also

offers two new arguments. Each is a non sequitur, and like his main argument is contradicted by

the express language of the statute.

As I have written before:

[T]he statute is crystal clear. It explicitly and laboriously restricts tax credits to those who buy

health insurance in Exchanges “established by the State under section 1311.” There is no

parallel language – none whatsoever – granting eligibility through Exchanges established by the

federal government (section 1321).

(Bagenstos claims the statute’s tax-credit-eligibility provisions use the phrase “established by the

State under section 1311” only twice. He neglects to mention: how the eligibility provisions refer to

those limiting phrases an additional five times; that there is no language contradicting or creating

any ambiguity about the limitation they create; and that the statute also restricts its “cost-sharing

subsidies” to situations where “a credit is allowed” under those eligibility rules. At the risk of

repeating myself, the eligibility rules for the credits and subsidies are so tightly worded, they seem

designed to prevent precisely what the IRS is trying to do.)

Bagenstos correctly notes that Section 1321 directs the federal government to create Exchanges

within states that fail to create their own. Like others before him, he takes that directive to mean

that the phrase “established by the State under section 1311” in fact ”does not have the

exclusionary meaning” you might think. The statute authorizes tax credits through federal

Exchanges, he argues, because federal Exchanges are ”established by the State under section
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1311.” The federal government, it turns out, can establish an Exchange that is established by a

state.

Like others before him, Bagenstos finesses the absurdity of that claim by arguing that Section

1321 provides that a federal Exchange ”will stand in the shoes of a state-operated exchange.” So

far as I can tell, the “stand in the shoes” trope was first advanced by Judy Solomon of the Center

for Budget and Policy Priorities. It is based on a 180-degree misreading of Section 1321. If a state

chooses not to dance, Section 1321 doesn’t instruct the federal government to step inside (read:

commandeer) the state’s dancing shoes. It directs the federal government put on its own dancing

shoes, and to follow all the dance steps listed in Title I. Since the language restricting tax credits

to state-created Exchanges appears in—you guessed it—Title I, federal Exchanges are bound by

that restriction.

Bagenstos’s second argument is that since it was not necessary for Congress to restrict tax credits

to state-created Exchanges to overcome the “commandeering problem,” the statute does not do

so. But that’s a non sequitur. Just because Congress didn’t have to do something doesn’t mean

Congress didn’t do it. The express language of the statute says Congress did it.

Bagenstos’s third argument is that because the Senate Finance Committee didn’t have to restrict

tax credits to state-created Exchanges in order to have jurisdiction to direct states to create them,

the Committee-approved language—which is now law—must not do so. Again, that’s a non

sequitur. And not only does the express language of the statute impose that restriction, but Senate

Finance Committee chairman Max Baucus (D-MT) admitted that’s what he was doing.

Along the way, Bagenstos contradicts himself, Baucus, and Timothy Jost by categorically claiming,

“Nor is there any reason to think that Congress would have intended to treat participants in state-

and federally-operated exchanges differently,” while conceding the commandeering problem and

the Finance Committee’s limited jurisdiction are two reasons why Congress might have intended to

do so.

Bagenstos’s interpretation of the statute violates the “mere surplusage” canon of statutory

interpretation. It violates the expressio unius est exclusio alterius canon of statutory interpretation.

It violates common sense.

Like others before him, Bagenstos offers no rebuttal to Baucus’s admission that the  statute means

exactly what it says, and nothing whatsoever from the legislative history that supports the IRS’s

attempt to violate the express language of the statute by imposing taxes that Congress never

authorized.

Michael F. Cannon • November 27, 2012 @ 12:04 pm 
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Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential
Health Benefits’ Mandate?

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post‘s Sarah Kliff writes that the Department of Health and Human Services has

decided to “punt” on the “monumental” task of dictating exactly what types of coverage those who

get health insurance through the individual market or small employers must purchase. HHS has

decided to let each state decide for its own residents what constitutes “essential health benefits.”

It was a shrewd move: under the guise of decentralized decision-making, HHS is offering to let

state officials take the blame for an inevitably controversial decision and the inevitable higher costs

that will result. Yay, federalism! States have until the end of this month to decide just how much

coverage they are going to help ObamaCare force their citizens to purchase.

Kliff reports that many states are now wrestling with the unanswerable question, “What health-

care benefits are absolutely essential?”

Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose…

California legislators say acupuncture makes the cut. Michigan regulators would include

chiropractic services. Oregon officials would leave both of those benefits on the cutting-room

floor. Colorado has deemed pre-vacation visits to travel clinics necessary, while leaving costly

fertility treatments out of its preliminary package…

A Virginia advisory board recommended that the state adopt a plan that includes speech

therapy and chiropractic care. A District subcommittee has endorsed a plan pegged to an

existing BlueCross BlueShield package, and public comment remains open through Friday Sept.

28…

Of course, an objective definition of “essential” coverage is impossible. Like “medical necessity,”

the only way to determine whether health coverage is “essential” is if the benefits exceed the

costs. That is an inherently subjective question that no legislator or regulator, state or federal, can

or should try to answer for a diverse population of consumers. When they do, health care

providers invariably hijack the process, demanding that consumers be required to purchase

coverage of their services. Since the legislators/regulators are handing out benefits while

consumers and taxpayers shoulder the costs, the result is predictable: health insurance premiums

rise.

Thanks to HHS’s punt, providers now have an even greater incentive to lobby states to mandate

coverage of their services. If a state creates its own list of “essential health benefits,” then any

benefits the state mandates will be eligible for federal subsidies. If not, the cost of state-mandated

benefits continues to fall on consumers or employers, who tend to complain. (Again, shrewd.

Corrupt and irresponsible. But shrewd.)

But since ObamaCare is on the books, and HHS gave states a choice, what should states do?

The choice is identical to what states face with regard to health insurance Exchanges: states have

the option to implement part of ObamaCare themselves, but no matter what they decide,

Washington is ultimately running the show.
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The federal government will not let states pick a menu of “essential health benefits” or establish an

Exchange with fewer regulatory controls than HHS would impose itself. Since less regulation than

the federal government would impose is not an option, implementing these parts of the law can

only lead to more regulation, fewer choices, and higher costs. And of course, state officials will

take the blame when ObamaCare starts increasing costs and denying care to people. There is

simply no good reason for states to assume this impossible, harmful, and thankless task.

Instead of doing the feds’ dirty work, states should use this opportunity to show how ObamaCare

rigs the game against states and consumers alike. State officials that want to rid the nation of

ObamaCare should submit to HHS a “benchmark” EHB plan that they know HHS will refuse. It

could be either the most affordable health plan they can find in their individual or small group

markets, or a plan that state officials designed themselves. Leave out benefits that HHS considers

deal-breakers. Push the deductible as high as you dare. Allow annual or lifetime limits. The less

coverage you include in your EHB benchmark, the more choice consumers will have and the lower

the premiums will be. Submit such a proposal to HHS and dare them to reject it. Let your voters

see that under ObamaCare, choice is a mirage. Dare HHS to explain why they rejected affordable

health plans and forced the Treasury to subsidize more-expensive health plans.

Alternatively, state officials who are not inclined to confrontation can tell the Obama administration

the same thing they should say with regard to health insurance Exchanges: it’s your stupid law,

you implement it.

Michael F. Cannon • September 25, 2012 @ 8:47 am 
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Operating an ObamaCare ‘Exchange’ Would Violate

Ohio’s Constitution

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Unconfirmed reports indicate Ohio officials are considering implementation of an ObamaCare health
insurance “exchange.” That would be very interesting if true, because operating an ObamaCare
exchange would violate the state’s constitution.

Section 21 of the Ohio Constitution provides:

No federal, state, or local law or rule shall compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer,
or health care provider to participate in a health care system…

“Compel” includes the levying of penalties or fines.

In order to operate an exchange, Ohio employees would have to determine eligibility for
ObamaCare’s “premium assistance tax credits.” Those tax credits trigger penalties against
employers (under the employer mandate) and residents (under the individual mandate). In
addition, Ohio employees would have to determine whether employers’ health benefits are
“affordable.” A negative determination results in fines against the employer. These are key
functions of an exchange.

Ergo, if Ohio passes a law establishing an exchange, then that law would violate the state’s
constitution by indirectly compelling employers and individual residents to participate in a health
care system. That sort of law seems precisely what Section 21 exists to prevent.

As I explain in a recent column, 13 other states have passed statutes or constitutional
amendments (Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia) that bar state employees from carrying out
these essential functions of an ObamaCare exchange.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 2:58 pm 
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ObamaCare’s Unconstitutional—Let’s Implement!

No Wait, We’re Not Implementing—Yes We Are!

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post reports:

For 14 months, a bipartisan group of 17 states has been quietly collaborating with the Obama
administration to help build a foundation for the health-care reform law’s success.

The group includes some of the law’s staunchest supporters working alongside a handful of its
bigger detractors. They are backed by $3 million in funding from eight nonprofit organizations
that hope to see the Affordable Care Act succeed.

Together, they have come up with a tool to help consumers navigate the health insurance
exchanges—the marketplaces that each state is required to have by 2014.

In other words, at the same time Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, and Kansas are suing to overturn
ObamaCare as unconstitutional, officials in those states are helping to implement the same
unconstitutional law.

The Post reports, without rebuttal, several myths about the states’ role under ObamaCare. It refers
three times to the “tight deadlines” states face under the law. (There are no deadlines. HHS has
said that if states decline to create exchanges, they can change their minds later.) It claims, “If a
state does not have a framework in place by 2013, the Department of Health and Human Services
will come in and do the job itself.” (That’s highly questionable. ObamaCare appropriates zero
funds for federal exchanges and HHS has admitted it doesn’t have the money.) It quotes Kansas
insurance regulator Linda Shepphard as saying, “There is no work being done to build an exchange
in Kansas at this point.” (Well, which is it? Is Kansas doing “no work,” or is it “collaborating with
the Obama administration”?) I’d say certain state officials got some ‘splaining to do.

In this video, I explain to state officials why flatly refusing to create an ObamaCare exchange is
the best thing they can do for their states.

Michael F. Cannon • June 8, 2012 @ 10:47 am 
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Check out these health policy books from the Cato Institute: Healthy Competition: What's
Holding Back Health Care and How to Free It (2007), Crisis of Abundance (2006), Medicare
Meets Mephistopheles (2006).
 
Access my papers on the Social Science Research Network (SSRN):
http://ssrn.com/author=374900
 
Subscribe to the Cato Institute’s health policy newsletter, Healthy Competition:
http://www.cato.org/healthcare/hc-index.html.
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: ObamaCare Is Pro-Market Like the Berlin Wall Was Pro-Migrant
Date: Sunday, September 30, 2012 9:17:56 PM

ObamaCare Is Pro-Market Like the Berlin Wall Was

Pro-Migrant

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Today’s New York Times features an opinion piece by J.D. Kleinke of the conservative

American Enterprise Institute. Kleinke’s thesis is that ObamaCare’s conservative

opponents should stop complaining. “ObamaCare is based on conservative, not liberal,

ideas.”

If one defines conservative ideas as those that emphasize free markets and personal

responsibility, there is zero truth to this claim.

Free markets require freedom, like the freedom to control your own property, to

enter markets, and to negotiate prices and other contractual terms. ObamaCare

mandates how people must dispose of their property, imposes tremendous barriers

to entry into markets, and imposes price controls and myriad other terms on

ostensibly private contracts.

Market prices are the lifeblood of a market economy. Kleinke considers them a

“flaw” that ObamaCare uses “market principles” to “correct.”

As I have written elsewhere, ObamaCare “promotes irresponsibility by allowing

healthy people to wait until they get sick to buy coverage. It creates that free-rider

problem, which has been known to make insurance markets collapse. Supporters of

the law could have taken personal responsibility for this instability they introduced

into the market—say, by volunteering to pay the free riders’ premiums. Instead,

they imposed a mandate, which attempts to stabilize the market by

depriving others of their money and freedom. Forcing others to bear the costs of

your decisions is the opposite of personal responsibility.”

Employers are hardly “free to decide” under a law that penalizes them for not

offering government-designed health benefits.

Kleinke is apparently unaware that half of the $2 trillion of new government

spending in this “pro-market” law comes from a massive expansion of a tax-

financed, government-run health insurance program that crowds out private markets

— Medicaid.

I could go on.

Even if one adopts the more forgiving definition that conservative ideas are whatever

ideas conservatives advocate, there still isn’t enough truth to sustain Kleinke’s point. Yes,

the conservative Heritage Foundation trumpeted ObamaCare’s regulatory scheme from

1989 until around the time a Democratic president endorsed it. But as National Review‘s

Ramesh Ponnuru writes, accurately, “The think tankers were divided, with the Heritage

Foundation an outlier. It was an outlier, too, in the broader right-of-center intellectual

world.” Kleinke even flubs the paternity of the individual mandate, which he says is “an

idea forged not by liberal social engineers at Brookings but conservative economists at the
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Heritage Foundation.” In fact, the idea originated with Randall Bovbjerg of the left-wing

Urban Institute.

Kleinke has done insightful work. This oped is just nutty, and emblematic of the lack of

intellectual rigor among the Church of Universal Coverage members residing in both left-

wing and right-wing think tanks.

Michael F. Cannon • September 30, 2012 @ 9:12 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/obamacare-is-pro-market-like-the-berlin-wall-was-pro-
migrant/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: ObamaCare Implementation News
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 10:33:55 AM

ObamaCare Implementation News
Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Here’s some ObamaCare implementation news from around the interwebs:

“Minnesota Facing Bigger Bill For State’s Health Insurance Exchange“: Kaiser Health
Newsreports Minnesota has increased its spending projections for operating the state’s
ObamaCare Exchange by somewhere between 35-80 percent for 2015. Spending on the
Exchange will rise by another 19 percent in the following year.

The Wall Street Journal  defends the 25-30 states that aren’t gullible enough to create an

Exchange and therefore take the blame for ObamaCare’s higher-than-projected costs.

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer (R) has announced she will not implement an Exchange. That

creates another potential state-plaintiff, millions of potential employer-plaintiffs, and (by my
count) 430,000 potential individual plaintiffs who could join Oklahoma attorney general Scott
Pruitt in challenging the IRS’s illegal ObamaCare taxes. It also means that Arizona can start
luring jobs away from tax-happy California. There are four Hostess bakeries in California
that might be looking to relocate.

I’m enjoying a friendly debate with The New Republic‘s Jonathan Cohn and University of

Michigan law professor Samuel Bagenstos over whether the those taxes really do violate
federal law and congressional intent (spoiler alert: they do). I owe Bagenstos a response.

PolitiFact Georgia rated false my claim that operating an ObamaCare Exchange would violate

Georgia law. I explain here why it is indeed illegal for Georgia (and 13 other states) to
implement an Exchange.

ThinkProgress.org reports, “Romney’s Transition Chief Is Encouraging States To Implement

Obamacare.” A better headline would have been, “Government Contractor Encourages More
Government Contracts.”

The Washington Examiner editorializes, “In California…state regulators have warned…

insurance premiums will rise by as much as 25 percent once the exchange comes online…
That’s the best-case scenario.” And, “In 2014, seven Democratic Senate seats will be up for
grabs in states Mitt Romney carried (Alaska, Arkansas, Louisiana, Montana, North Carolina,
South Dakota and West Virginia). Unless Obama’s HHS bureaucrats pull off an
unprecedented miracle of central planning, Obamacare could well sink Democrats again in
2014, the same way it did in 2010.”

Michael F. Cannon • November 29, 2012 @ 11:22 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/obamacare-implementation-news/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: Michigan Joins Growing List of States Not Gullible Enough to Implement an ObamaCare Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:08:26 PM

Michigan Joins Growing List of States Not Gullible
Enough to Implement an ObamaCare Exchange

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

A key committee in the Michigan legislature has voted down a proposal to create one of

ObamaCare’s health insurance “exchanges.” The Speaker of the Michigan House pronounced a

state-run Exchange dead:

It was my hope the committee would find that a state-run exchange afforded us more

control over the unacceptable over-reach by the federal government regarding the health

care of Michigan citizens. After due diligence, however, it is clear that there were too many

unanswered questions for the committee to feel comfortable with a state-run exchange and

we will not have one in Michigan…

The committee apparently was not able to get the answers to key questions or receive

assurances about major concerns regarding costs for Michigan taxpayers, the ability to

adopt a model the federal government wouldn’t ultimately control or the ability to protect

religious freedom for Michigan citizens. Because the committee could not be assured that a

state exchange was the best way to protect Michigan’s citizens, it is understandable why

they did not approve the bill.

Under the terms of ObamaCare, Michigan’s refusal to create an Exchange exempts all Michigan

employers from the law’s employer mandate, which imposes penalties of up to $2,000 per worker

per year.

It exempts, by my count, 429,000 Michigan residents from the law’s individual mandate — a tax of

$2,085 on families of four earning as little as $24,000.

And it gives the state, those employers, and those individual residents standing to file lawsuits to

stop the IRS from ignoring the clear language of the law and imposing those taxes on them

anyway.

Michael F. Cannon • November 29, 2012 @ 1:38 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/michigan-joins-growing-list-of-states-not-gullible-enough-to-
implement-an-obamacare-exchange/

20528

mailto:MCannon@cato.org
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/michigan-joins-growing-list-of-states-not-gullible-enough-to-implement-an-obamacare-exchange/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/michigan-joins-growing-list-of-states-not-gullible-enough-to-implement-an-obamacare-exchange/
http://www.cato.org/people/michael-cannon
http://www.gophouse.com/readarticle.asp?id=9357&District=63
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/why-obamacares-critics-refuse-to-give-up/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204124204577152842650354880.html
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789
http://www.cato.org/people/michael-cannon
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/2012/11/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/michigan-joins-growing-list-of-states-not-gullible-enough-to-implement-an-obamacare-exchange/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/michigan-joins-growing-list-of-states-not-gullible-enough-to-implement-an-obamacare-exchange/


From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: Majority of Americans Now Oppose ‘Universal Coverage’
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 11:18:15 AM

Majority of Americans Now Oppose ‘Universal

Coverage’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

I launched the Anti-Universal Coverage Club on the Cato@Liberty blog in 2007. The Club is “a list
of scholars and citizens who reject the idea that government should ensure that all individuals have
health insurance.”

Well, that list just got longer. A whole lot longer. I’ll let the folks at Gallup take it from here:

In U.S., Majority Now Against Gov’t Healthcare Guarantee

For the first time in Gallup trends since 2000, a majority of Americans say it is not the federal
government’s responsibility to make sure all Americans have healthcare coverage. Prior to
2009, a majority always felt the government should ensure healthcare coverage for all, though
Americans’ views have become more divided in recent years…

The shift away from the view that the government should ensure healthcare coverage for all
began shortly after President Barack Obama’s election and has continued the past several years
during the discussions and ultimate passage of the Affordable Care Act in March 2010.

The split is 54-44 percent, well outside the poll’s margin of error. Here are the results in chart
form:

Now all we need is for 54 percent of the public to “like” the Anti-Universal Coverage Club’s
Facebook page.

The shift was bipartisan:

Republicans, including Republican-leaning independents, are mostly responsible for the drop
since 2007 in Americans’ support for government ensuring universal health coverage. In 2007,
38% of Republicans thought the government should do so; now, 12% do. Among Democrats
and Democratic leaners there has been a much smaller drop, from 81% saying the government
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should make sure all Americans are covered in 2007 to 71% now.

Yet another indication that ObamaCare remains quite vulnerable.

Michael F. Cannon • November 30, 2012 @ 12:12 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/majority-of-americans-now-oppose-universal-coverage/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: Laszewski on ObamaCare: ‘Get Ready for Some Startling Rate Increases’
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 11:08:04 AM

Laszewski on ObamaCare: ‘Get Ready for Some

Startling Rate Increases’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The invaluable Robert Laszweski:

The Affordable Care Act: Ten Months to Launch “Obamacare”––Get Ready for
Some Startling Rate Increases

[...]

I conducted an informal survey of a number of insurers…None of the people I talked to are
academics or work for a think tank. None of them are in the spin business inside the
Beltway. Every one of them has the responsibility for coming up with the correct rates their
companies will have to charge…

On average, expect a 30% to 40% increase in the baseline cost of individual health
insurance to account for the new premium taxes, reinsurance costs, benefit mandate
increases, and underwriting reforms…

In states with the least mandates or for health insurance comnpanies with the tightest
underwriting now, the increase could be a lot more…

[E]xpect individual health insurance rates for people in their 20s and early 30s to about
double…

Will the feds be ready to provide an insurance exchange in all of the states that don’t have
one on October 1, 2013?

I have no idea. And neither does anyone else I talk to inside the Beltway. We only hear
vague reports that parts of the new federal exchange information systems are in testing.

The former CIA director couldn’t get away with an affair in this town but the Obama
administration has a complete lid on just where they are on health insurance exchanges
and haven’t shown any willingness to want to talk about their progress toward launching
on time––except to tell us all not to worry.

We are all worried. I would not want to be responsible for the work that remains and only
have ten months to do it…

The Republicans said this would not work. If it does not launch on time, or does with
serious problems, I would not want to be an incumbent Democrat.

I told them not to call this the “Affordable Care Act.”

Michael F. Cannon • December 5, 2012 @ 10:23 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/laszewski-on-obamacare-get-ready-for-some-startling-rate-
increases/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, "The Whole Structure" of ObamaCare "Starts to Fall  Apart"
Date: Monday, November 05, 2012 11:48:11 AM

If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, ‘The Whole Structure’ of
ObamaCare ‘Starts to Fall Apart’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the Internal Revenue

Service’s unlawful attempt to impose ObamaCare’s taxes on exempt employers and individuals.

(Jonathan Adler and I plumb this issue in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”)

An article in the current issue of Business Insurance cites a couple of experts on the potential

impact of the lawsuit:

While the ramifications of the suit pending in the U.S. District Court in Muskogee, Okla., are

huge, the challenge brought last month has gotten little attention…

What is clear is that the outcome of the lawsuit could be crucial for the future of the health care

reform law, observers said.

If premium subsidies are not available in federally established exchanges, “No one would go to

those exchanges. The whole structure created by the health care reform law starts to fall

apart,” said Gretchen Young, senior vice president-health policy at the ERISA Industry

Committee in Washington.

“The health care reform law would become a meaningless law,” added Chantel Sheaks, a

principal with Buck Consultants L.L.C. in Washington.

For more, read here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • November 5, 2012 @ 12:43 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/if-oklahoma-wins-lawsuit-the-whole-structure-of-obamacare-
starts-to-fall-apart/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: House Committee Threatens to Subpoena Documents Related to IRS’s Illegal ObamaCare Taxes
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 1:19:24 PM

House Committee Threatens to Subpoena
Documents Related to IRS’s Illegal ObamaCare
Taxes

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Last Friday, House Oversight Committee chairman Darrell Issa (R-CA) and colleagues sent a letter

to Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner and Internal Revenue Service Commissioner Douglas

Shulman accusing Treasury of “either willfully misleading the Committee or…purposefully

withholding information that is essential to the Committee’s oversight effort.”

As Jonathan Adler and I document in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA,” the IRS has

announced it will impose ObamaCare’s taxes on employers and individuals whom Congress

expressly exempted from those taxes, and will send potentially hundreds of billions of taxpayer

dollars to private health insurance companies, also contrary to the plain language of the statute.

Oklahoma attorney general Scott Pruitt has filed a legal challenge to the IRS rule that imposes

those illegal taxes.

On August 20, the committee sent IRS commissioner Shulman a letter requesting “all legal

analysis, internal or external, conducted by the IRS which authorizes IRS to grant premium-

assistance tax credits in federal Exchanges,” and “all documents and communications between IRS

employees and employees of the White House Executive Office of the President or any other federal

agency or department referring or relating to the proposed IRS rule or final IRS rule.”

When Treasury responded for the IRS on October 12, according to committee member Rep. Scott

DesJarlais (R-TN), it “failed to include a single document, memorandum, communication, or email

created before the publication of the proposed rule on August 17, 2011″—i.e., when all the
interesting discussions would have occurred. The committee’s second letter complains, “Treasury

did not provide a single piece of evidence to support its claim that IRS complied with the standard

process when issuing this rule.”

Thus, the committee threatened, “If you do not provide all of the requested information by

Thursday, October 25, 2012, the Committee will consider the use of compulsory process.”

Developing…

For more on this issue, see here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • October 23, 2012 @ 2:11 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/house-committee-threatens-to-subpoena-documents-related-
to-irss-illegal-obamacare-taxes/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: GOP Vows to Keep Fighting IRS"s Illegal ObamaCare Taxes if Obama Wins
Date: Friday, November 02, 2012 4:03:11 PM

GOP Vows to Keep Fighting IRS’s Illegal
ObamaCare Taxes if Obama Wins

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Roll Call reports that if President Obama wins re-election, House and Senate Republicans will hold

votes on rescinding his illegal IRS rule that unlawfully taxes employers and individuals in the 30 or

so states that do not create their own health insurance exchanges:

House Republicans are opening a new front in their drive to derail the 2010 health care

overhaul, using an expedited legislative procedure to upend targeted parts of the law…

Republican leaders are preparing to launch the effort during the post-election session that

begins Nov. 13.

The resolution backed by Rep. Darrell Issa, the California Republican who heads the

Oversight and Government Reform Committee, and Rep. Scott DesJarlais, a Tennessee

Republican and the measure’s chief sponsor, is meant to nullify the upcoming IRS rule

authorizing the distribution of subsidies through tax credits in every state, even the 35 that

have not yet established state health care exchanges…

House leaders plan to bring the resolution to a vote during the lame-duck session if

Obama wins re-election but will lay the groundwork for using the budget reconciliation

process to strike parts of the law instead if former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney wins,

Republican aides said.

The resolution aimed at the IRS rule is the first in a series of Republican initiatives intended

to block parts of heath care law if Obama is given a second term, a senior Senate

Republican aide said.

“If Obama wins, you will see more of them. If Romney wins, you will see fewer,” said the

Senate Republican aide, who added that even if such resolutions ultimately fail, they could

require Democrats to cast votes that could pose re-election problems in 2014.

I don’t see why they wouldn’t hold the vote regardless of the outcome of the election. President

RomneyCare would probably need some reminding that his own party is serious about repealing

ObamaCare.

Jonathan Adler and I first called attention to the IRS’s ploy here, and we’ve been hammering away

at it here, here, here, here, here, and here. If you really want to nerd out, read our

forthcoming Health Matrix article, ”Taxation Without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to

Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.” Oklahoma’s attorney general has filed a lawsuit challenging

the IRS’s illegal ObamaCare taxes.

John Goodman says stopping the IRS’s illegal ObamaCare taxes could deal “a fatal blow to

ObamaCare.”

Michael F. Cannon • November 2, 2012 @ 4:37 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/gop-vows-to-keep-fighting-irss-illegal-obamacare-taxes-if-
obama-wins/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: California Officials: ObamaCare "Exchange" Will Hike Premiums up to 25%
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:27:49 AM

California Officials: ObamaCare ‘Exchange’ Will Hike
Premiums up to 25%
Posted by Michael F. Cannon

California is one of the few states charging ahead on establishing one of ObamaCare’s health

insurance “exchanges.” According to the Los Angeles Times:

California insurance officials have expressed concern about substantial rate hikes for some

existing policyholders going into the exchange.

Under a new rating map approved by state lawmakers, the Department of lnsurance estimated

that premiums for similar coverage could increase as much as 25% in West Los Angeles, 22%

in the Sacramento area and nearly 13% in Orange County.

California officials have floated the idea of legislating lower prices. One way would be to throw

West Los Angeles and Orange County into the same risk pools. That might reduce premiums in

West L.A., but only by increasing premiums in Orange County. With a few simplifying assumptions,

premiums in both West L.A. and the O.C. could rise by 19 percent. An alternative would be to

cap premium increases. One state official proposes a cap of 8 percent. But that would just be an

implicit form of government rationing. If insurers cannot charge premiums that cover their costs,

they will cover fewer services.

If Oklahoma prevails in its lawsuit against the IRS, or if any similar plaintiffs prevail, California will

look pretty silly for charging forward with an Exchange. California will have imposed on its

employers an unnecessary tax of $2,000 per worker — a tax that California employers can avoid

by relocating to states that have not created an Exchange. It will also have unnecessarily exposed

2.6 million California residents to ObamaCare’s individual mandate — i.e., a tax of $2,085 on

families of four earning as little as $24,000 per year, which those residents can likewise avoid by

relocating to another state.

Watch this space for development.

Michael F. Cannon • October 31, 2012 @ 10:35 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/california-officials-obamacare-exchange-will-hike-premiums-
up-to-25/

20535

mailto:MCannon@cato.org
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/california-officials-obamacare-exchange-will-hike-premiums-up-to-25/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/california-officials-obamacare-exchange-will-hike-premiums-up-to-25/
http://www.cato.org/people/michael-cannon
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-insurance-exchange-20121031,0,6575624,print.story
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-insurance-exchange-20121031,0,6575624,print.story
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/oklahoma-challenges-obamas-illegal-employer-tax/
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789
http://www.cato.org/people/michael-cannon
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/2012/10/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/california-officials-obamacare-exchange-will-hike-premiums-up-to-25/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/california-officials-obamacare-exchange-will-hike-premiums-up-to-25/


From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: ‘By Far the Broadest and Potentially Most Damaging of the Legal Challenges’ to ObamaCare
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 8:46:20 AM

‘By Far the Broadest and Potentially Most Damaging

of the Legal Challenges’ to ObamaCare

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

That’s how Kaiser Health News describes the legal challenge that Jonathan Adler and I outline
in this paper and that Oklahoma attorney general Scott Pruitt has filed in federal court:

Supporters of the law scoff at the arguments…

But, confident of their case, some health law opponents, including Jonathan Adler of Case
Western Reserve Law School, Michael Cannon of the libertarian Cato Institute and National
Affairs editor Yuval Levin, are urging Republican-led governments to refuse to set up the online
insurance purchasing exchanges, which would, as the argument goes, make their residents
ineligible for the tax credits and subsidies. They say that this step also would gut the so-called
employer mandate, which the law says will take effect in states where residents are eligible for
such assistance…

As even some health law supporters concede, the claim that Congress denied to the federal
exchanges the power to distribute tax credits and subsidies seems correct as a literal reading of
the most relevant provisions. Those are sections 1311, 1321, and 1401, which provide that
people are eligible for tax credits and subsidies only if “enrolled . . . through an Exchange
established by the state” [emphasis added].

It’s technically not correct to say that Oklahoma’s complaint is a challenge to ObamaCare,
however. That complaint does not challenge a single jot or tittle of the statute. Oklahoma is asking
a federal court to force the IRS to follow the statute, and to prevent the Obama administration
from imposing taxes on Oklahoma residents whom Congress expressly exempted. Oklahoma’s
complaint is indeed “the broadest and potentially most damaging of the legal challenges” related to
ObamaCare. But think about it: if the only way to save ObamaCare from such a fate is to give the
president extra-constitutional powers to tax and spend money without congressional authorization,
just how unstable is this law? And is it really worth saving?

Also, the article is a few months behind on the debate over congressional intent, and our ongoing
debate with Timothy Jost (who has reversed himself on quite a few issues).

But overall, a good article.

Michael F. Cannon • November 30, 2012 @ 9:15 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/by-far-the-broadest-and-potentially-most-damaging-of-the-
legal-challenges-to-obamacare/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato Hill briefing: Could Oklahoma"s New Lawsuit Strike a Fatal Blow to ObamaCare?
Date: Friday, October 12, 2012 3:59:39 PM

The IRS is rewriting ObamaCare to impose unauthorized taxes on some 12 million
individuals and employers in as many as 40 states. (Maybe yours.)
 
Oklahoma’s attorney general is suing to stop the IRS from rewriting the law. (Maybe yours
should be too.) NCPA’s John Goodman says this “could be a fatal blow to ObamaCare”—no
matter who wins in November.
 
Only one academic has stepped up to defend the IRS. We’re debating him on Capitol Hill
next week.
 
Mark your calendar so you can watch it online.
 
----------------------------
Could Oklahoma's New Lawsuit Strike a Fatal Blow to ObamaCare?
CAPITOL HILL BRIEFING
Wednesday, October 17, 2012
12:30 PM (Lunch Included)
Featuring Jonathan Adler, Professor, Case Western Reserve University School of Law; Michael F. Cannon,

Director of Health Policy Studies, Cato Institute; and Timothy S. Jost, Professor, Washington and Lee University

School of Law; moderated by Laura Odato, Director of Government Affairs, Cato Institute.

1310 Longworth House Office Building
Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit alleging the Obama administration is violating the

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and imposing illegal taxes in states such as Oklahoma. As Jonathan

H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon detail in their forthcoming Health Matrix article, "Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA," the PPACA cannot function

without state buy-in. The Obama administration's response to state push-back has been to rewrite the statute by

imposing, on both employers and individuals, taxes that Congress never authorized. Pruitt is challenging the IRS

rule that imposes those illegal taxes. Supporters and opponents agree the PPACA's "entire structure" depends

on the IRS's interpretation of the statute, and that this dispute "could be a fatal blow to Obamacare."

Cato events on Capitol Hill are free of charge and open to the public. To register for this event, please fill out the

form below and click submit or email events@cato.org, fax (202) 371-0841, or call (202) 789-5229 by 12:30 PM,
Tuesday, October 16, 2012. News media inquiries only (no registrations), please call (202) 789-5200.

http://www.cato.org/event.php?eventid=9207
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: debbie ; Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, "The Whole Structure" of ObamaCare "Starts to Fall  Apart"
Date: Monday, November 05, 2012 3:07:47 PM

Making sure you guys saw Cato’s post today re OK
If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, ‘The Whole Structure’ of
ObamaCare ‘Starts to Fall Apart’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the Internal Revenue

Service’s unlawful attempt to impose ObamaCare’s taxes on exempt employers and individuals.

(Jonathan Adler and I plumb this issue in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”)

An article in the current issue of Business Insurance cites a couple of experts on the potential

impact of the lawsuit:

While the ramifications of the suit pending in the U.S. District Court in Muskogee, Okla., are

huge, the challenge brought last month has gotten little attention…

What is clear is that the outcome of the lawsuit could be crucial for the future of the health care

reform law, observers said.

If premium subsidies are not available in federally established exchanges, “No one would go to

those exchanges. The whole structure created by the health care reform law starts to fall

apart,” said Gretchen Young, senior vice president-health policy at the ERISA Industry

Committee in Washington.

“The health care reform law would become a meaningless law,” added Chantel Sheaks, a

principal with Buck Consultants L.L.C. in Washington.

For more, read here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • November 5, 2012 @ 12:43 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/if-oklahoma-wins-lawsuit-the-whole-structure-of-obamacare-
starts-to-fall-apart/
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:26:52 PM

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’ 
 
The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal whether they
would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so few states
are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review Online column that posted
yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama administration would push back that deadline. It
seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide
whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state
officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to
operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for
states that are interested in a partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-deadline-into-a-
rolling-deadline/
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain  Julie
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: Should States Implement ObamaCare"s "Essential Health Benefits" Mandate?
Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 10:29:00 AM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521 2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Michael Cannon  
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 8:49 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: Should States Implement ObamaCare's 'Essential Health Benefits' Mandate?
 
Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health
Benefits’ Mandate?

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post‘s Sarah Kliff writes that the Department of Health and Human Services has decided to “punt” on the

“monumental” task of dictating exactly what types of coverage those who get health insurance through the individual

market or small employers must purchase. HHS has decided to let each state decide for its own residents what constitutes

“essential health benefits.” It was a shrewd move: under the guise of decentralized decision-making, HHS is offering to let

state officials take the blame for an inevitably controversial decision and the inevitable higher costs that will result. Yay,

federalism! States have until the end of this month to decide just how much coverage they are going to help ObamaCare

force their citizens to purchase.

Kliff reports that many states are now wrestling with the unanswerable question, “What health-care benefits are absolutely

essential?”

Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose…

California legislators say acupuncture makes the cut. Michigan regulators would include chiropractic services. Oregon

officials would leave both of those benefits on the cutting-room floor. Colorado has deemed pre-vacation visits to travel

clinics necessary, while leaving costly fertility treatments out of its preliminary package…

A Virginia advisory board recommended that the state adopt a plan that includes speech therapy and chiropractic care.

A District subcommittee has endorsed a plan pegged to an existing BlueCross BlueShield package, and public comment

remains open through Friday Sept. 28…

Of course, an objective definition of “essential” coverage is impossible. Like “medical necessity,” the only way to determine

whether health coverage is “essential” is if the benefits exceed the costs. That is an inherently subjective question that no

legislator or regulator, state or federal, can or should try to answer for a diverse population of consumers. When they do,

health care providers invariably hijack the process, demanding that consumers be required to purchase coverage

of their services. Since the legislators/regulators are handing out benefits while consumers and taxpayers shoulder the

costs, the result is predictable: health insurance premiums rise.

Thanks to HHS’s punt, providers now have an even greater incentive to lobby states to mandate coverage of their services.

If a state creates its own list of “essential health benefits,” then any benefits the state mandates will be eligible for federal

subsidies. If not, the cost of state-mandated benefits continues to fall on consumers or employers, who tend to complain.

(Again, shrewd. Corrupt and irresponsible. But shrewd.)

But since ObamaCare is on the books, and HHS gave states a choice, what should states do?

The choice is identical to what states face with regard to health insurance Exchanges: states have the option to implement

part of ObamaCare themselves, but no matter what they decide, Washington is ultimately running the show.

The federal government will not let states pick a menu of “essential health benefits” or establish an Exchange with fewer

regulatory controls than HHS would impose itself. Since less regulation than the federal government would impose is not
an option, implementing these parts of the law can only lead to more regulation, fewer choices, and higher costs. And of

course, state officials will take the blame when ObamaCare starts increasing costs and denying care to people. There is
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simply no good reason for states to assume this impossible, harmful, and thankless task.

Instead of doing the feds’ dirty work, states should use this opportunity to show how ObamaCare rigs the game against

states and consumers alike. State officials that want to rid the nation of ObamaCare should submit to HHS a “benchmark”

EHB plan that they know HHS will refuse. It could be either the most affordable health plan they can find in their individual

or small group markets, or a plan that state officials designed themselves. Leave out benefits that HHS considers deal-

breakers. Push the deductible as high as you dare. Allow annual or lifetime limits. The less coverage you include in your

EHB benchmark, the more choice consumers will have and the lower the premiums will be. Submit such a proposal to HHS

and dare them to reject it. Let your voters see that under ObamaCare, choice is a mirage. Dare HHS to explain why they

rejected affordable health plans and forced the Treasury to subsidize more-expensive health plans.

Alternatively, state officials who are not inclined to confrontation can tell the Obama administration the same thing they

should say with regard to health insurance Exchanges: it’s your stupid law, you implement it.

Michael F. Cannon • September 25, 2012 @ 8:47 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Cato@Liberty: California Officials: ObamaCare "Exchange" Will Hike Premiums up to 25%
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 10:28:06 AM

California Officials: ObamaCare ‘Exchange’ Will Hike
Premiums up to 25%
Posted by Michael F. Cannon

California is one of the few states charging ahead on establishing one of ObamaCare’s health

insurance “exchanges.” According to the Los Angeles Times:

California insurance officials have expressed concern about substantial rate hikes for some

existing policyholders going into the exchange.

Under a new rating map approved by state lawmakers, the Department of lnsurance estimated

that premiums for similar coverage could increase as much as 25% in West Los Angeles, 22%

in the Sacramento area and nearly 13% in Orange County.

California officials have floated the idea of legislating lower prices. One way would be to throw

West Los Angeles and Orange County into the same risk pools. That might reduce premiums in

West L.A., but only by increasing premiums in Orange County. With a few simplifying assumptions,

premiums in both West L.A. and the O.C. could rise by 19 percent. An alternative would be to

cap premium increases. One state official proposes a cap of 8 percent. But that would just be an

implicit form of government rationing. If insurers cannot charge premiums that cover their costs,

they will cover fewer services.

If Oklahoma prevails in its lawsuit against the IRS, or if any similar plaintiffs prevail, California will

look pretty silly for charging forward with an Exchange. California will have imposed on its

employers an unnecessary tax of $2,000 per worker — a tax that California employers can avoid

by relocating to states that have not created an Exchange. It will also have unnecessarily exposed

2.6 million California residents to ObamaCare’s individual mandate — i.e., a tax of $2,085 on

families of four earning as little as $24,000 per year, which those residents can likewise avoid by

relocating to another state.

Watch this space for development.

Michael F. Cannon • October 31, 2012 @ 10:35 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/california-officials-obamacare-exchange-will-hike-premiums-
up-to-25/
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The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal whether they
would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so few states
are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review Online column that posted
yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama administration would push back that deadline. It
seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide
whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state
officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to
operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for
states that are interested in a partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-deadline-into-a-
rolling-deadline/
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Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential
Health Benefits’ Mandate?

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post‘s Sarah Kliff writes that the Department of Health and Human Services has

decided to “punt” on the “monumental” task of dictating exactly what types of coverage those who

get health insurance through the individual market or small employers must purchase. HHS has

decided to let each state decide for its own residents what constitutes “essential health benefits.”

It was a shrewd move: under the guise of decentralized decision-making, HHS is offering to let

state officials take the blame for an inevitably controversial decision and the inevitable higher costs

that will result. Yay, federalism! States have until the end of this month to decide just how much

coverage they are going to help ObamaCare force their citizens to purchase.

Kliff reports that many states are now wrestling with the unanswerable question, “What health-

care benefits are absolutely essential?”

Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose…

California legislators say acupuncture makes the cut. Michigan regulators would include

chiropractic services. Oregon officials would leave both of those benefits on the cutting-room

floor. Colorado has deemed pre-vacation visits to travel clinics necessary, while leaving costly

fertility treatments out of its preliminary package…

A Virginia advisory board recommended that the state adopt a plan that includes speech

therapy and chiropractic care. A District subcommittee has endorsed a plan pegged to an

existing BlueCross BlueShield package, and public comment remains open through Friday Sept.

28…

Of course, an objective definition of “essential” coverage is impossible. Like “medical necessity,”

the only way to determine whether health coverage is “essential” is if the benefits exceed the

costs. That is an inherently subjective question that no legislator or regulator, state or federal, can

or should try to answer for a diverse population of consumers. When they do, health care

providers invariably hijack the process, demanding that consumers be required to purchase

coverage of their services. Since the legislators/regulators are handing out benefits while

consumers and taxpayers shoulder the costs, the result is predictable: health insurance premiums

rise.

Thanks to HHS’s punt, providers now have an even greater incentive to lobby states to mandate

coverage of their services. If a state creates its own list of “essential health benefits,” then any

benefits the state mandates will be eligible for federal subsidies. If not, the cost of state-mandated

benefits continues to fall on consumers or employers, who tend to complain. (Again, shrewd.

Corrupt and irresponsible. But shrewd.)

But since ObamaCare is on the books, and HHS gave states a choice, what should states do?

The choice is identical to what states face with regard to health insurance Exchanges: states have

the option to implement part of ObamaCare themselves, but no matter what they decide,

Washington is ultimately running the show.
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The federal government will not let states pick a menu of “essential health benefits” or establish an

Exchange with fewer regulatory controls than HHS would impose itself. Since less regulation than

the federal government would impose is not an option, implementing these parts of the law can

only lead to more regulation, fewer choices, and higher costs. And of course, state officials will

take the blame when ObamaCare starts increasing costs and denying care to people. There is

simply no good reason for states to assume this impossible, harmful, and thankless task.

Instead of doing the feds’ dirty work, states should use this opportunity to show how ObamaCare

rigs the game against states and consumers alike. State officials that want to rid the nation of

ObamaCare should submit to HHS a “benchmark” EHB plan that they know HHS will refuse. It

could be either the most affordable health plan they can find in their individual or small group

markets, or a plan that state officials designed themselves. Leave out benefits that HHS considers

deal-breakers. Push the deductible as high as you dare. Allow annual or lifetime limits. The less

coverage you include in your EHB benchmark, the more choice consumers will have and the lower

the premiums will be. Submit such a proposal to HHS and dare them to reject it. Let your voters

see that under ObamaCare, choice is a mirage. Dare HHS to explain why they rejected affordable

health plans and forced the Treasury to subsidize more-expensive health plans.

Alternatively, state officials who are not inclined to confrontation can tell the Obama administration

the same thing they should say with regard to health insurance Exchanges: it’s your stupid law,

you implement it.

Michael F. Cannon • September 25, 2012 @ 8:47 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-
benefits-mandate/
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Operating an ObamaCare ‘Exchange’ Would Violate

Ohio’s Constitution

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Unconfirmed reports indicate Ohio officials are considering implementation of an ObamaCare health
insurance “exchange.” That would be very interesting if true, because operating an ObamaCare
exchange would violate the state’s constitution.

Section 21 of the Ohio Constitution provides:

No federal, state, or local law or rule shall compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer,
or health care provider to participate in a health care system…

“Compel” includes the levying of penalties or fines.

In order to operate an exchange, Ohio employees would have to determine eligibility for
ObamaCare’s “premium assistance tax credits.” Those tax credits trigger penalties against
employers (under the employer mandate) and residents (under the individual mandate). In
addition, Ohio employees would have to determine whether employers’ health benefits are
“affordable.” A negative determination results in fines against the employer. These are key
functions of an exchange.

Ergo, if Ohio passes a law establishing an exchange, then that law would violate the state’s
constitution by indirectly compelling employers and individual residents to participate in a health
care system. That sort of law seems precisely what Section 21 exists to prevent.

As I explain in a recent column, 13 other states have passed statutes or constitutional
amendments (Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,
Montana, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia) that bar state employees from carrying out
these essential functions of an ObamaCare exchange.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 2:58 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/operating-an-obamacare-exchange-would-violate-ohios-
constitution/
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ObamaCare’s Unconstitutional—Let’s Implement!

No Wait, We’re Not Implementing—Yes We Are!

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post reports:

For 14 months, a bipartisan group of 17 states has been quietly collaborating with the Obama
administration to help build a foundation for the health-care reform law’s success.

The group includes some of the law’s staunchest supporters working alongside a handful of its
bigger detractors. They are backed by $3 million in funding from eight nonprofit organizations
that hope to see the Affordable Care Act succeed.

Together, they have come up with a tool to help consumers navigate the health insurance
exchanges—the marketplaces that each state is required to have by 2014.

In other words, at the same time Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, and Kansas are suing to overturn
ObamaCare as unconstitutional, officials in those states are helping to implement the same
unconstitutional law.

The Post reports, without rebuttal, several myths about the states’ role under ObamaCare. It refers
three times to the “tight deadlines” states face under the law. (There are no deadlines. HHS has
said that if states decline to create exchanges, they can change their minds later.) It claims, “If a
state does not have a framework in place by 2013, the Department of Health and Human Services
will come in and do the job itself.” (That’s highly questionable. ObamaCare appropriates zero
funds for federal exchanges and HHS has admitted it doesn’t have the money.) It quotes Kansas
insurance regulator Linda Shepphard as saying, “There is no work being done to build an exchange
in Kansas at this point.” (Well, which is it? Is Kansas doing “no work,” or is it “collaborating with
the Obama administration”?) I’d say certain state officials got some ‘splaining to do.

In this video, I explain to state officials why flatly refusing to create an ObamaCare exchange is
the best thing they can do for their states.

Michael F. Cannon • June 8, 2012 @ 10:47 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/obamacares-unconstitutional-lets-implement-no-wait-were-
not-implementing-yes-we-are/
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Check out these health policy books from the Cato Institute: Healthy Competition: What's
Holding Back Health Care and How to Free It (2007), Crisis of Abundance (2006), Medicare
Meets Mephistopheles (2006).
 
Access my papers on the Social Science Research Network (SSRN):
http://ssrn.com/author=374900
 
Subscribe to the Cato Institute’s health policy newsletter, Healthy Competition:
http://www.cato.org/healthcare/hc-index.html.
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If Oklahoma Wins Lawsuit, ‘The Whole Structure’ of
ObamaCare ‘Starts to Fall Apart’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the Internal Revenue

Service’s unlawful attempt to impose ObamaCare’s taxes on exempt employers and individuals.

(Jonathan Adler and I plumb this issue in our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without

Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”)

An article in the current issue of Business Insurance cites a couple of experts on the potential

impact of the lawsuit:

While the ramifications of the suit pending in the U.S. District Court in Muskogee, Okla., are

huge, the challenge brought last month has gotten little attention…

What is clear is that the outcome of the lawsuit could be crucial for the future of the health care

reform law, observers said.

If premium subsidies are not available in federally established exchanges, “No one would go to

those exchanges. The whole structure created by the health care reform law starts to fall

apart,” said Gretchen Young, senior vice president-health policy at the ERISA Industry

Committee in Washington.

“The health care reform law would become a meaningless law,” added Chantel Sheaks, a

principal with Buck Consultants L.L.C. in Washington.

For more, read here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here.

Michael F. Cannon • November 5, 2012 @ 12:43 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/if-oklahoma-wins-lawsuit-the-whole-structure-of-obamacare-
starts-to-fall-apart/
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CBO: ObamaCare Tax Hits Middle Class
New CBO Data Shows That 80 Percent Of Those Paying

ObamaCare’s Mandate Tax Will Be Families Earning Less Than
$123K

 

New CBO Data: ‘The Middle Class — Will Have To Pay’
 

“Congressional budget analysts are now estimating that nearly 6 million Americans — most of them in
the middle class — will have to pay a tax penalty for not getting health insurance once President
Barack Obama’s health care law is fully in place. That’s 2 million more than a previous estimate
found...” (“Tax Penalty To Hit Nearly 6M Uninsured People,” AP, 9/19/12)
 

·         “The average penalty will be nearly $1,200.” (“Tax Penalty To Hit Nearly 6M Uninsured People,” AP, 9/19/12)
 

·         Four out of five who will pay penalty have an adjusted gross income of less than $123,000.
(“Payments Of Penalties For Being Uninsured Under The Affordable Care Act,” CBO, P.2, 9/12)

 

BROKEN PROMISE: ‘Absolutely Not A Tax Increase’
 

STEPHANOPOULOS: “Under this mandate, the government is forcing people to spend money, fining
you if you don’t. How is that not a tax?” … PRESIDENT OBAMA:  “No. That's not true, George. The
— for us to say that you've got to take a responsibility to get health insurance is absolutely not a tax
increase.  What it's saying is, is that we're not going to have other people carrying your burdens for
you anymore than the fact that right now everybody in America, just about, has to get auto insurance.
Nobody considers that a tax increase.” (“Obama: Mandate Is Not A Tax,” ABC News, 9/20/09)
 

SEN. BARACK OBAMA (D-IL): “And if you're a family making less than $250,000 a year, my plan
won't raise your taxes one penny -- not your income taxes, not your payroll taxes, not your capital
gains taxes, not any of your taxes.” (Barack Obama, Remarks, Orlando, FL, 8/3/08)
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Household Income Down: ‘Middle Class Lost Ground Again Last Year’
 

The Washington Post: “The middle class lost ground again last year, falling to an all-time low in their
share of how much income they take in, new census data released Wednesday showed.” (“Census:
Middle Class Shrinks To An All-Time Low,” The Washington Post, 9/12/12)
 

U.S. Census Bureau: “Real median household income in the United States in 2011 was $50,054, a
1.5 percent decline from the 2010 median and the second consecutive annual drop.” (“Income, Poverty
And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011 Press Release” U.S. Census Bureau, 9/12/12)
 

·         Household income down $777. “2010 Median income, All households: $50,831 … 2011 Median
income, All households: $50,054.” (“Income, Poverty And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011
Press Release” U.S. Census Bureau, P.6, 9/12/12)

 

·         “In 2011, real median household income was 8.1 percent lower than in 2007, the year before the
most recent recession…” (“Income, Poverty And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011 Press
Release” U.S. Census Bureau, 9/12/12)

 

·         “Real median earnings of both men and women who worked full time, year-round declined by 2.5
percent between 2010 and 2011.” (“Income, Poverty And Health Insurance Coverage In The United States: 2011
Press Release” U.S. Census Bureau, 9/12/12)

 

###
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From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Please follow like for copy of CCTIO Preliminary Regulatory Impact Analysis of the proposed rules 
released this morning: 
http: /fed jo.cms.goy/resources/fi les/cms-9989-p2. pelf 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA I Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Planning Project I Project Manager I 
~treet, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 I Bus. 405.271.2944 I Cell 
--E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov I Website: www.OK.gov/InsuranceExchange 

; (stanislawski@oksenate.gov); 
; Chad Warmington 

These proposed rules are now available for public inspection at the links below: 

Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans 

http: //www.ofr.goy/OFRUpload/OFRData/2011-17610 Pl. pelf 

Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment 

http: //www.ofr.goy/OFRUpload/OFRData/2011-17609 Pl. pdf 

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA I Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Planning Project I Project Manager I 
1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 I Bus. 405.271.2944 I Cell 

I E-mail NicolePJ@health.ok.gov I Website: www.OK.gov/InsuranceExchange 

20552



Brown ; Mike Thompson; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FYI: Sebelius Exchange Op ed in Huffington Post

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sec-kathleen-sebelius/health-insurance-exchange- b 894252.html

Huffington Post (Op-ed by Kathleen Sebelius): Giving Americans Better Health Insurance Choices
Today, we will be releasing draft proposals that set minimum requirements for Exchanges while giving
states the flexibility they need to design an Exchange that works for them. These proposals build on
over a year's worth of work. In developing them, we looked at the models of Utah and Massachusetts,
held countless meetings with stakeholders, and consulted closely with state leaders, consumer
advocates, employers and insurers. But we want to hear more, so we will be traveling across the
country to gather input, and we fully expect to modify our proposals based on what we hear from the
American people.

Giving Americans Better Health Insurance Choices
Posted: 7/10/11 10:40 PM ET

For nearly 180 million Americans whose health insurance today is provided by their workplace, getting
coverage is pretty straightforward. They can choose from a range of plans offered by their employer
that fit their needs and family budget. And for the most part, these plans include strong patient
protections.
But for Americans who work for smaller companies, or buy insurance on their own, or are uninsured, the
insurance market is much more treacherous. Insurers usually charge a lot more -- small employers pay
an average of 18 percent more for coverage than their larger competitors -- and plans come with more
strings attached. Rates can jump by double digits without much warning. Finding and enrolling in
coverage is often complicated and confusing. And in the individual market in most States, coverage can
be denied based on a person's health.
Starting in 2014, the Affordable Care Act will provide a new alternative for those in this broken market.
Discrimination against people with pre-existing conditions will be illegal. And individuals and small
business owners will be able to purchase private health insurance through state-based competitive
marketplaces called Affordable Insurance Exchanges.
Exchanges will give Americans competition, choice, and clout in the health insurance market. They'll be
transparent marketplaces where insurers will compete on the basis of cost and benefits. They'll allow
individuals and small business owners to pool their resources so they have the clout that big businesses
have today. And people will have a choice of health plans to fit their needs.
These Exchanges will share some key features.

First, they will serve as a one-stop shop where you can easily see your private insurance options,
compare prices and benefits, and pick the plan that's right for you and your family.
Second, Exchanges will set conditions to ensure that insurers compete only on price and quality. Today,
some insurance companies try to avoid enrolling sick people or skimp on care to keep their costs down.
Exchanges will help prevent that from happening and be able to set standards for health plans on
quality, coordination of care, and costs.
Third, they'll ensure a basic level of coverage. All plans sold in the marketplaces will offer a minimum
package of benefits similar to those offered by employers today, so you can be confident the plan you
buy will protect you if you get sick. And you will have the freedom to choose from a range of plans to
find the one that includes your doctor and meets your needs.
This is how Members of Congress get their health insurance today. And once these reforms are fully in
place, buying insurance will become much more like buying a home appliance or an airline ticket. The
insurance customer -- not the insurance company -- will be in the driver's seat.
We are well on the way to this new reality, with states led by both Democratic and Republican
Governors moving forward to establish Exchanges. Altogether, 49 states have accepted grants to help
plan and operate their Exchanges, and over half of states have taken additional action such as passing
legislation or taking administrative action to begin building Exchanges.
Bipartisan support for Exchanges isn't surprising. When they are up and running, state Exchanges will
save money for their residents by making the health insurance market more competitive and accessible,
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a goal that leaders from both parties can get behind. In fact, our nation's first Exchanges were
established by Republican governors in Massachusetts and Utah.
Today, we will be releasing draft proposals that set minimum requirements for Exchanges while giving
states the flexibility they need to design an Exchange that works for them. These proposals build on
over a year's worth of work. In developing them, we looked at the models of Utah and Massachusetts,
held countless meetings with stakeholders, and consulted closely with state leaders, consumer
advocates, employers and insurers. But we want to hear more, so we will be traveling across the
country to gather input, and we fully expect to modify our proposals based on what we hear from the
American people.
For too long, insurance companies have had the upper hand. The new competitive market will flip that
history on its head and give consumers the clout they need to get a fair deal. We have a long way to go
until 2014, and it will take time to make sure the insurance market works properly for consumers and
small businesses. But for millions of Americans, those days are finally within sight.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: CEO Briefing - April 15, 2011
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 12:25:24 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         2011 Small Business Day At The Capitol Scheduled
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Governor Fallin Signs Major Education Reform Measure
°         Governor Announces Agreement Regarding Health Insurance Exchange
°         Actions on Education Measures This Week
°         Actions on Health Care Measures This Week
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Hears Arguments In Emission Case
°         NAM Calls For Reducing Trade Barriers
°         Increased Railroad Shipping Indicates Economy Gaining Steam
°         Congratulations!

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2011 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:58:49 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
 

STATE
·        Keynote Speaker To Address State Chamber Members At Our Annual Public Affairs

Forum

·        State Representatives And Senators Sworn In This Week

·        Larry Mocha Passes Gavel For Oklahoma Small Business Advocacy Committee

·        OWRB Working To Implement Comprehensive Water Plan

·        U.S. Small Business Administration Seeks Award Nominations

·        State Chamber Internship Program Now Accepting Spring Applications

·        The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Business Roundtable

FEDERAL
·        Congressman Lankford Elected Chair Of Policy Committee

·        Feds Authorize Delay In State Health Insurance Exchange Letter Of Intent

NATIONAL
·        Wal-Mart Verifies Commitment To Those In Service

CALENDAR
·        Is Your Company One of the Best Places to Work in Oklahoma?

 
Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
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Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of the State Chamber of Oklahoma mailing
list, please email us at info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and place your email address in the body
of the message.  
©2012 State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Rita Aragon
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:57:23 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
 

STATE
·        Keynote Speaker To Address State Chamber Members At Our Annual Public Affairs

Forum

·        State Representatives And Senators Sworn In This Week

·        Larry Mocha Passes Gavel For Oklahoma Small Business Advocacy Committee

·        OWRB Working To Implement Comprehensive Water Plan

·        U.S. Small Business Administration Seeks Award Nominations

·        State Chamber Internship Program Now Accepting Spring Applications

·        The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Business Roundtable

FEDERAL
·        Congressman Lankford Elected Chair Of Policy Committee

·        Feds Authorize Delay In State Health Insurance Exchange Letter Of Intent

NATIONAL
·        Wal-Mart Verifies Commitment To Those In Service

CALENDAR
·        Is Your Company One of the Best Places to Work in Oklahoma?

 
Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
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Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of the State Chamber of Oklahoma mailing
list, please email us at info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and place your email address in the body
of the message.  
©2012 State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:58:01 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
 

STATE
·        Keynote Speaker To Address State Chamber Members At Our Annual Public Affairs

Forum

·        State Representatives And Senators Sworn In This Week

·        Larry Mocha Passes Gavel For Oklahoma Small Business Advocacy Committee

·        OWRB Working To Implement Comprehensive Water Plan

·        U.S. Small Business Administration Seeks Award Nominations

·        State Chamber Internship Program Now Accepting Spring Applications

·        The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Business Roundtable

FEDERAL
·        Congressman Lankford Elected Chair Of Policy Committee

·        Feds Authorize Delay In State Health Insurance Exchange Letter Of Intent

NATIONAL
·        Wal-Mart Verifies Commitment To Those In Service

CALENDAR
·        Is Your Company One of the Best Places to Work in Oklahoma?

 
Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
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Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of the State Chamber of Oklahoma mailing
list, please email us at info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and place your email address in the body
of the message.  
©2012 State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:55:08 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
 

STATE
·        Keynote Speaker To Address State Chamber Members At Our Annual Public Affairs

Forum

·        State Representatives And Senators Sworn In This Week

·        Larry Mocha Passes Gavel For Oklahoma Small Business Advocacy Committee

·        OWRB Working To Implement Comprehensive Water Plan

·        U.S. Small Business Administration Seeks Award Nominations

·        State Chamber Internship Program Now Accepting Spring Applications

·        The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Business Roundtable

FEDERAL
·        Congressman Lankford Elected Chair Of Policy Committee

·        Feds Authorize Delay In State Health Insurance Exchange Letter Of Intent

NATIONAL
·        Wal-Mart Verifies Commitment To Those In Service

CALENDAR
·        Is Your Company One of the Best Places to Work in Oklahoma?

 
Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:52:36 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:35:10 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
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·        State Chamber Internship Program Now Accepting Spring Applications
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Jana Staples
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:47:37 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
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·        Keynote Speaker To Address State Chamber Members At Our Annual Public Affairs

Forum

·        State Representatives And Senators Sworn In This Week

·        Larry Mocha Passes Gavel For Oklahoma Small Business Advocacy Committee
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Craig Perry
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:53:36 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
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·        Keynote Speaker To Address State Chamber Members At Our Annual Public Affairs

Forum

·        State Representatives And Senators Sworn In This Week

·        Larry Mocha Passes Gavel For Oklahoma Small Business Advocacy Committee
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·        The State Chamber of Oklahoma’s Business Roundtable
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Scott Mason
Subject: CEO Briefing - November 16, 2012
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:43:44 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

 
In this issue:
 
There will be no CEO Briefing next week due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. State Chamber of
Oklahoma wishes you and your family a happy Thanksgiving!
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: CEO Briefing - March 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 1:32:28 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Lawsuit Reform Moving Forward
°         Closing Fund Bill Set On Senate Committee Agenda – HB 1953
°         Governor Fallin Calls For Health Insurance Exchange Support
°         Aerospace Engineering Tax Incentives Bill Passes Committee
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Rules “Oral Complaints” Protected Under FLSA
°         California Judge Halts State’s Cap-And-Trade Plan
°         Poll Shows Nuclear Problems Mean Gains For Natural Gas
°         OSU Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference Tuesday, April 5th
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: CEO Briefing - March 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 1:18:34 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Lawsuit Reform Moving Forward
°         Closing Fund Bill Set On Senate Committee Agenda – HB 1953
°         Governor Fallin Calls For Health Insurance Exchange Support
°         Aerospace Engineering Tax Incentives Bill Passes Committee
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Rules “Oral Complaints” Protected Under FLSA
°         California Judge Halts State’s Cap-And-Trade Plan
°         Poll Shows Nuclear Problems Mean Gains For Natural Gas
°         OSU Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference Tuesday, April 5th

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2011 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: CEO Briefing - March 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 1:30:30 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Lawsuit Reform Moving Forward
°         Closing Fund Bill Set On Senate Committee Agenda – HB 1953
°         Governor Fallin Calls For Health Insurance Exchange Support
°         Aerospace Engineering Tax Incentives Bill Passes Committee
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Rules “Oral Complaints” Protected Under FLSA
°         California Judge Halts State’s Cap-And-Trade Plan
°         Poll Shows Nuclear Problems Mean Gains For Natural Gas
°         OSU Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference Tuesday, April 5th

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2011 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
Subject: CEO Briefing - February 18, 2011
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 2:15:33 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:

Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
State Chamber Legislative Reception Breaks Record
ACTION ALERT: Lawsuit Reform
Governor Challenges Business Community To Get Healthier
Oklahoma Receives Health Insurance Exchange Regional Implementation
Grant
SHOPPing For Federal Health Care Funds
Measure To Restructure Common Education Accountability System Passes
House Committee
“Social Promotion” Bill Passes Two Committees
Expansions
Tourism News
#OKJOBS Twitter Hashtag
Obama’s Budget Plan A “Mixed Bag” For Business
Forecast Predicts Growth, But Little Improvement In Unemployment
New Report Showcases Bioscience Industry
Congratulations!

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2010 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
Subject: CEO Briefing - February 18, 2011
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 2:24:17 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:

Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
State Chamber Legislative Reception Breaks Record
ACTION ALERT: Lawsuit Reform
Governor Challenges Business Community To Get Healthier
Oklahoma Receives Health Insurance Exchange Regional Implementation
Grant
SHOPPing For Federal Health Care Funds
Measure To Restructure Common Education Accountability System Passes
House Committee
“Social Promotion” Bill Passes Two Committees
Expansions
Tourism News
#OKJOBS Twitter Hashtag
Obama’s Budget Plan A “Mixed Bag” For Business
Forecast Predicts Growth, But Little Improvement In Unemployment
New Report Showcases Bioscience Industry
Congratulations!

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2010 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: CEO Briefing - April 15, 2011
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 12:47:52 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         2011 Small Business Day At The Capitol Scheduled
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Governor Fallin Signs Major Education Reform Measure
°         Governor Announces Agreement Regarding Health Insurance Exchange
°         Actions on Education Measures This Week
°         Actions on Health Care Measures This Week
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Hears Arguments In Emission Case
°         NAM Calls For Reducing Trade Barriers
°         Increased Railroad Shipping Indicates Economy Gaining Steam
°         Congratulations!

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2011 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Chad Oliverson also commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s status.
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 10:55:17 AM

facebook

Chad Oliverson also commented on Governor Mary Fallin's status.

Chad wrote: "I'm sorry, but how can you even post this, Mary? You are hired to be the voice of all Oklahomans,
but you are NOT doing your job. You are towing your parties dying political line. When you say "Oklahomans
want nothing to do with Obamacare," you are not speaking for all of us. Do your damn job... Until you are
replaced. And, I pray you are. "

Reply to this email to comment on this status.

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook in the
future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Chad Oliverson also commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s status.
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 11:07:06 AM

facebook

Chad Oliverson also commented on Governor Mary Fallin's status.

Chad wrote: "Chris, you are joy ticking me off at all. Why? Because what you said had truth. The majority oh
Oklahoma did, and may always, vote red. THAT is my point. We are not all against Obamacare. I have a great
job and pay every bit as much as you. I get nothing for free. BUT, I am very tired of being lumped in with "the
majority" of this state. There is a good percentage of us here that do not agree with Ms. F. So say "the
majority" if you must... But not all."

Reply to this email to comment on this status.

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook in the
future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: channel 4
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:14:27 PM

Wants on-camera regarding PPACA decision. I am up for it but I can refer to the statement if you
would prefer that. Just let me know. thanks
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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 This week's stories show that chaos reigns in the GOP as an anti abortion bill was killed by
Speaker Steele, as conservative GOP candidates lined up against RINO incumbents, and as
the last remaining GOP convention is overwhelmed by conservative Ron Paul activists. 
 

 
 

Lust For Power Overrides
Christian Values

By RH
 

Representative Ownbey has all the indications of a true RINO Republican legislator. As with
any politician, there are a few blemishes on his record, but some of them can easily be
explained, others cannot. For all the liberal values he indicates in his votes and in the
legislation he introduces to the House of Representatives for consideration, it is easy to
figure out why he will not sign HB 1004. He has sold out to the lust for power, the good
graces of the Speaker of the House and the bidding of the State Chamber of Commerce.
 
Mr. Ownbey is a very religious individual.. We need more religious individuals in the halls of
the state house these days. It is also these beliefs that have earned him a lifetime rating of
a C from the NRA on gun rights issues even though he is a member of the NRA. I must ask
you though, has anyone ever seen a politician get a C from the NRA particularly a member?
He did vote “no”  on HB 3354, the concealed and unconcealed weapons guidelines
legislation in 2010.
 
But it just might be these very same religious beliefs that have clouded his judgment and
have seen him align himself with Speaker Steele over the subject of HB 1004. You see
Speaker Steele also claims to be a religious man. The difference is Speaker Steele believes
in income redistribution and Social Justice and Representative Ownbey apparently believes in
charity through action towards his fellow man. He did make two mission trips to Zimbabwe
with his wife and actually lived with African families.
 
As a legislator Mr. Ownbey has proven to be very effective at getting bills passed, thanks to

20583

mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwsadamhhyaoaeeafajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwuaoamhhyaaaeeadajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhweaiamhhyaaaeeacajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwbavamhhyataeeavajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwhazamhhyaaaeeavajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwsadamhhyaoaeeafajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwwazamhhyaxaeeaaajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwqanamhhyaraeeadajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhwqanamhhyaraeeadajbye/click.php


 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

carrying the water for House leadership and the State Chamber. In 2011 he submitted 8 bills
for consideration by the House. Of those, 1 died in Conference Committee, 5 became law
and 2 were vetoed by the Governor.
 
The one that died in Conference Committee is as important as those that became law. It
was HB 1225 Initiative & Referendum Requiring Statement & Funding Source on Certain
Measures, a bill that would have required the legislature to identify the funding source of
certain new projects. It would have made them justify the expense, and balance the
budget.  Given Ownbey’s access and ties to House leadership, one has to believe that this
bill was filed for political reasons not because Ownbey was going to fight for the bill.
 
Let’s take a look at some of his other votes. These are the ones that the Speaker paid for by
getting the previous bills through the floor of the House. These are the ones that go against
the people of the State of Oklahoma. These are the ones favored by the State Chamber of
Commerce.
 
HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate Bill, voted Yea twice, liberal
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea, 4 times, liberal
HR 1004 Open rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign, liberal stance
HR 2171 Obama highway bill, voted yea 5 times, liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted yea 12 times, liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted yea 3 times, liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted yea 1 time, liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay twice before voting Yea, liberal stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea twice, liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military personnel. Voted Nay 3 times, yea once and excused
once, a liberal stance.
 
This is just a small example of his voting record. As you can tell he has sold his vote to the
Speaker and the State Chamber of Commerce in order to get his bills through. I would not
call that representative government. I would call that government by bribery.
 
Go to votesmart.org for Ownbey and you will find that Ownbey took the liberal stance by
not answering the political courage questions in the survey.
 
I then went to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission web site and looked at the C1-R
Schedule E expenditures made for the calendar year of 2010. Keep in mind that Mr. Ownbey
ran un-opposed for re-election that year. Here is some of what I found.
 
Jan. 15, 2010   Kathy Ownbey             Kathy Ownbey             $478.61           $7,675.05
 
You really should go into more detail than just “Travel, Lodging, and Telephone.” Your
district covers just one county. Carter County. How can you rack up that much in 15 short
days?
 
 
         Feb. 19, 2010  Membership Dues Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association $100.00   
   
May 13, 2010  Membership Dues Ardmore Chamber of Commerce $286.00    
     
Nov. 3, 2010 Dues Ardmore Kiwanis Club          
                                    $91.00                   
Dec. 29, 2010  Dues American Legislative Exchange Council           $100.00           
 
These are the hardest ones to explain. How, with maybe the exception of the American
Legislative Exchange Council, can you justify paying your membership dues to these
organizations out of campaign funds?
 
Now there is one group that rates individual legislators on their conservatism. Mr. Ownbey
received a measly 30 from this group. That just goes to show that this man is a liberal and
has no business running as a Republican.
 
Ownebey, you should sign HB 1004 and let the voices of your fellow conservative
Representatives be heard. It’s the only Christian thing to do for your fellow Oklahomans.
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A Deal With the Devil
Senator Coburn Endorsed Glen Mulready?

 
We try not to get too involved in National politics as we know that the best way to influence
our U.S. Congressmen and U.S. Senators is to clean up local politics.  The big boys know
where their power base is and watch everything that goes on like a hawk.  But this week
Senator Tom Coburn really crossed over the line with his endorsement of Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health Insurance Exchange bill author Representative Glen Mulready.
 
Mulready has been thoroughly exposed in this newsletter starting with his support for State
Chamber of Commerce issues like the Health Insurance Exchanges, his days as a lobbyist for
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, and his new found wealth that allowed him to almost triple the value
of his home last year.   Most insurance agents have a slow, tough climb to find clients and
to become profitable but not Representative Mulready.  Only a few years since he “quit”
lobbying for Blue Cross/Blue Shield and he makes enough to triple what he is spending on
his home, run for the Representative slot, and all while his wife’s real estate business is
hampered by the slow economy.  This makes one wonder, did he really ever “quit” lobbying
for Blue Cross/Blue Shield?  Or does he now just work in a different “office”?
 
But what really should concern people is Coburn’s endorsement of a Representative that
tried to ram Obama Care/Fallin Care down our throats after the November 6th election.   He
voted for the issue three times in 2011, then had the audacity to head a series of public
meetings designed to convince people to support the issue.  Mulready even ran the bill
again this year only to see it smacked down from lack of support.
 
Dr. Coburn, I would ask that you go listen to that audio tape we linked to last week, where
Mulready said that he knew best for his constituents and that he would be voting for Obama
Care/Fallin Care despite the wishes of his constituents.  You should decide if you wish to
become known for supporting Obama Care by association with Mulready, if not, I would urge
you to retract this statement of support.
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Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?

By Ms PM
 

They came for the Communists, and I didn't object - For I wasn't a Communist;
They came for the Socialists, and I didn't object - For I wasn't a Socialist;
They came for the labor leaders, and I didn't object - For I wasn't a labor leader;
They came for the Jews, and I didn't object - For I wasn't a Jew;
Then they came for me - And there was no one left to object.

Martin Niemoller, German Protestant Pastor, 1892-1984
 
A few years ago I wasn't concerned about America. I was busy living my life. You might say
I began to see things that made me go Hmmm. It became apparent that I was going to pay
for my lack of concern, not only monetarily but with the freedom I had apathetically grown
accustomed to having. I relate to the two political parties as the Porcupines and the Skunks.
I will definitely be in a world of hurt if I run into a Democrat porcupine elected as President
and only stink to high heaven when I encounter a Republican skunk elected as President.
Does either Party have what it takes considering what they both have been up to over the
years? Do you ever think that all this country has left are its people?
 
I have many questions to answer and even more to ask. Has this scenario been the plan all
along? What happens when the family unit completely breaks down? What will people really
do when they can no longer find a job, have food to eat or shelter. Will the government
fulfill that job they so desperately want of taking care of you? Will they then take your
neighbor's money and redistribute their wealth until they run out? Will citizens fall through
that proverbial crack or only be taken care of as government deems appropriate, when they
have, as many believe, created a situation that will be the death of our way of life?
 
I talk to people and feel their uneasiness. Some of these folks, normally at peace within
themselves and their surroundings, tell me  how hard it is for them to sleep. It's like they
can't shut the movie off and they are heartbroken knowing their children are growing up in
this mess. Others say they are just angry, they don't know what to do and don't think they
can do anything about any of it anyway. Some cannot believe things are as bad as others
make it out to be. Where do you fit into this scenario?
 
Have you ever wondered about those who have nothing to lose? Would they be scared to
take what ever they can from those who still have something to lose?
 
What about trust? Do you have people in your life you can trust? Do you trust the
government? Who has your best interest at heart? In good times there are many friends.
Have you ever thought of what these friends would be like if they had no place to live, were
hungry, mad and scared? Do you ever think you are nuts wondering what it is going to be
like if times get bad?
 
Have you wondered about the thought process and why some bills get passed at the state
and federal level? Have you read our Constitution and the Bill of Rights? Do you care? Do
you know what freedoms have been given up in the guise of protecting us from ourselves?
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When is the last time you called or visited the Capitol? Do you know your Representatives?
Do you sit at your computer and think you are making a difference because you circulate all
the emails you get? Do you get so fed up you just go watch the box? Do you consider
yourself part of the solution?
 
One of the latest liberties attacking tactics that has come forth by way of the news media is
the incident regarding the Secret Service wanting to talk to Ted Nugent. During a meeting at
the National Rifle Association, with his plea for support of Romney he stated, "We need to
ride into that battlefield and chop their heads off in November." Nugent will also have to
explain to the Secret Service his remarks about what he called Barack Obama's "evil,
America-hating administration." Some critics say this is a threat to the President. This issue
has been resolved and the Secret Service doesn't anticipate any further issues. Imagine that.
 
Are those in charge going after people for merely saying what they believe? Was there a
threat? Is it considered a threat when you use an analogy to get the point across simply
because you believe a President is taking the entire country down a path of no return? Is
this attack merely to prove their point as being, if you say something we don't like you will
be silenced? How many times has some whack-a-do crossed your path and you said you
would like to "punch their lights out?" Are you able to say these things because that person
wasn't in high places? Does it make you wonder what you can say? And to whom? Are you
fearful your life could be ruined?" Does this type of anguish ever cross your mind?
 
Another example of freedom we have given up happens when walking onto a plane. When it
comes to "getting to second base" with a TSA agent, that isn't my idea of a good time. I
haven't had a single date with them and they want to do what to me? Or my child? Or my
mother, father, sister or brother? Talk about punching some lights out, I don't think I would
be able to contain myself, I would be arrested, and for what? Because some government
entity tells me they can touch my woo-woo? Not in this lifetime and that's a fact. I won't be
subjected to that cheap thrill machine either. Have you ever thought about what would
happen if all the people that didn't need to fly somewhere never got on a plane? I wonder
how long it would take the airlines to go belly up and start belly-aching. Would that change
the law?
 
On December 31, 2011 President Barack Obama signed the National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2012 into law. This legislation contains provisions that empower the
Armed Forces to engage in civilian law enforcement and to selectively suspend "due process
and habeas corpus." Our other rights, the 5th and 6th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution
are thrown into the garbage can as well. For the first time since the Internal Security Act of
1950 and the age of the McCarthy era, our great leaders in government have the power of
"indefinite detention" as law. Does this make you rest easy? Are you fearful that all it would
take is for someone to accuse you of being a terrorist and you could be locked up? Can you
imagine what would happen to your family and your home? Does this make you live in fear
of what you say to anyone? Is this a tactic to put folks into a seclusion mode and not talk to
people? How easy is it to pick people up if they are by themselves?
 
It took a long time for us to get where we are today and it will take a long time to fix. If
you want to help fix things then here is a good place to start.
 
There are three hairballs that need attention and you can be the "liquid plumber" that would
dissolve the blockage as if they were a clog in your drain. We're talking about HB 1552. The
first hairball is Dan Newberry, the Republican Skunk from Tulsa.
 
He endorsed the use of foreign law here in Oklahoma by voting "no" on the ALAC bill. The
word that describes this man is pond scum and it's time he were scooped up and thrown
away in one of those fancy RFDI chipped garbage cans Tulsa is so proud of and taxpayers
are paying for. He can be tracked all the way to the dump site.
 
The next two Skunks are Clark Jolley and Mike Mazzei. These "wads" didn't show up to vote.
I have noticed the fronts of their pants are quite flat therefore my only conclusion is neither
have any. Because of their "duck and waddle" routine their place in politics may be better
served by giving them a new home on a large pond infested with enormous snapping
turtles.
 
What can you do to help out?   Ask us for a list of donor addresses, hand address some #10
envelopes, stick a stamp on them, and send us the envelopes.  Then come down to one of
our mail parties were we will print and stuff the letter to each politician’s political donors.
 
Here is what this will cost you if you want to educate 50 political donors and help choke off
the political donations to these traitors.
 
50 Envelopes from Walmart   $5.27, 50 stamps will cost you $22.00, Total cost is $27.27
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Contact us by emailing to soonerteaparty@gmail.com for more information.
 
 
 
 
 

 
Time to Make a Difference in the Senate

 
 
The District 11 Senate seat is wide open.  The seat is currently held by Judy Eason McIntyre,
the same Senator McIntyre that we wrote about a few weeks ago.   She made the news
several months ago for using an obscenity on a sign at a pro choice rally that was protesting
a right to life rally.   With McIntyre not running this summer that leaves a wide open
raceRepresentative Jabar Shumate has filed for the seat along with another Democrat
named Joe Williams, an Independent named Curtis Mullins, and Republican Dave Bell.

Since Shumate is the most likely challenge to Mr. Bell in the November election let’s look at
what Rep. Shumate has been spending his time and taxpayer dollars on. 
 
HB 2675 Schools; adding the Charter School Sponsoring Commission as a charter school
sponsor; modifying definition; creating the commission; codification; effective date;
emergency.  This bill creates an incentive fund to match dollars from No Child Left Behind, a
President George Bush program.  I’m not complaining but what an odd Democrat!

HB 2671  Public health and safety; services for adults with sickle cell disease; effective
date.    Hey, what is this?  A representative actually offering a bill that might just benefit his
constituents in North Tulsa?  Someone stop this madman!
 
HB 2672 Motor vehicles; creating the Historic Greenwood District License Plate; effective
date.   (Oh, this is an important one…)
 
HB 2673  Public health and safety; preventing individuals from receiving liver transplant if
tobacco products are used during certain time; effective date.  What, Shumate has a
problem with Micky Mantle?   That was years ago dude, let him rest in peace.
 
HB 2674  Motor vehicles; creating the Booker T. Washington High School License Plate;
effective date.   (What will the House of Representatives do when this guy leaves?) 
 
HB 2676   Schools; establishing the Oklahoma Bridge to Literacy Program; effective date;
emergency. 
 
Oh, boy, again it is Rep. Shumate to the rescue.  The changes amounted to this: 
“education of exceptional and handicapped children with disabilities.”  Changing “exception
and handicapped” and replacing it with “disabilities”.  Great job there Jabar.)
 
 
HB 2677 Schools; prohibiting state educational institutions from denying a religious student
group from any benefit available to any other student group; effective date.
 
Again Rep. Shumate strode forth into the fight and stuck out the offending word “such”
along with adding the word “Oklahoma” to the statute no doubt to avoid Oklahoma
educational professionals from  confusing us and Kansas.  No doubt that there is an
epidemic of Oklahoman educators applying for funding to the State System of Higher
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Education and sending their applications to Kansas or Texas.  Good work there guy…. 
 
HB 2678  Schools; providing safety goggles to certain personnel; clarifying language;
effective date.  (Again this hard charging legislator performed his duty and took on the
tough special interests by changing this part of an existing law:
 
“Section <24-117>.  The school board of each school district in Oklahoma shall provide
safety goggles as approved by the National Safety Council for all personnel using materials
and machines that may damage the vision of such the personnel because of flying particles,
intense light, severe heat or other harmful effects. “
 
The word “such” was stricken out and replaced by “the”.   Despite the fierce opposition by
those benefitting by blinding school personnel, Rep. Shumate lead the fight.  No doubt the
optometrists and ophthalmologists lobbyists are up in arms along with manufactures of
white canes and seeing eye dog harnesses.
 
HB 1855  Schools; deleting restriction on a charter school levying taxes and issuing bonds;
effective date; emergency.   I dunno about this one, allowing a Charter School to levy taxes
on the citizens?   And I suppose if they sell bonds that the local citizens have to retire the
bonds?  Aren’t we paying for schools already with around half of the taxes raised in
Oklahoma?
 
HB 1856 Schools; adding the Charter School Sponsoring Commission as a charter school
sponsor; modifying definition; creating the commission; codification; effective date;
emergency.  Allows the State Superintendent of Schools to apply for funding for a charter
school.  Nothing going on here folks, move along….
 
Seriously, Rep Shumate carries a lot of water for the education interests at the Capitol.   On
the plus side, he does little harm on his own.  On the negative side, he is a liberal and out
of touch with the majority of Oklahomans.
 
So it looks like this senate seat will be a three person race in November, either Shumate or
Williams facing Republican Dave Bell and Independent Mullins.   We have written about
Dave Bell before when he ran for the Tulsa City Council race and narrowly lost to the
Democrat.   Dave is a retired State Trooper, super conservative, supports Open Carry, and is
not afraid to fight for his principles.  Many a legislator has gotten a much needed dressing
down from Dave and he isn’t one to mince words.   In short, Dave Bell is exactly what the
Senate needs, the right kind of Republican that is a patriot, not a politician, and you can bet
that the State Chamber will pump money into his opponent’s races rather than have Dave
Bell exposing corruption from within.
 
Dave Bell  is on Facebook and you can email him at ohp1145@cox.net.    Get to know the
man and support him in this race to replace a raging liberal with a solid constitutionalist
Republican.
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Armes Control Redux
 
 

Everyone likely remembers Representative Don Armes, the Lawton area legislator that we
worked over in 2011 for his refusal to sign HR 1004 (all bills get a hearing in committee), for
his screaming at two women activists inside the House lobby in the closing day of the 2011
legislative session, for the subsequent threats he made followed by the burglary of the
Sooner Tea Party offices in late May of 2011, and for his “yes” vote on the Transvestite Birth
Certificate bill of 2011. 
 The Sooner Tea Party went on payback missions into his district many times during the
summer of 2011, plastered ArmesControl.com signs on the highways from the Texas border
to Lawton, from Grandfield to Fredrick, while distributing fliers and postcards on around
80% of the homes in his district’s small towns.  We made Don Armes and transvestites a
common subject in Southwestern Oklahoma. 
 
Representative Armes learned his lesson well enough, going from “Bring it on!” blustering to
keeping his eyes on the floor when our people were at the Capitol.   He even supported
Representative TW Shannon in the Speaker Designate race in October of 2011, leading to a
complete defeat of Speaker Kris Steele’s hand picked successor, Representative Jeff
Hickman.   Yeah, Representative Armes was definitely doing a lot better after a little attitude
adjustment but all the while we were searching for a candidate that would challenge him in
the 2012 Republican primary, so we were glad to hear that B.L Cozad of Indiahoma
Oklahoma had the courage to run against Armes.
 
B.L. Cozad popped up around one year ago, first coming to our attention from his efforts to
organize the game fowl industry and to tell you the truth we had figured him to be a one
issue guy.  But B.L. proved us wrong as he pushed for a lot more than stopping out of
control animal rights activists.  It didn’t take him long to link the Agenda 21 issue and the
threat of the State Chamber of Commerce, realizing that everything was connected to the
destruction of the industry that he was trying to resurrect.  Over the last year B.L. has
added a lot of credibility and has worked tirelessly to wake up Oklahoma’s rural citizens to
the collective threat that we all face.   He is retired military, isn’t shy about confronting
public officials, and is a hard core constitutionalist patriot.
 
B.L. sent us a candidate survey that he had filled out for a rural interest group that did a
good job setting out exactly what he stands for and how he will vote.  Take a look at his
stands on these rural issues, many of which also affect those that live and work in the cities,
and if you like what you see then get in touch with him and help him with his campaign.
 
You can contact B.L. on Facebook  or send contributions to  B.L Cozad Jr, PO Box 136,
Indiahoma, OK 73552.   Remember that if your contribution is over $50 you will need to fill
out a campaign donation form but B.L. can send you a form if you need one.  His phone
number is
 
I know that the Sooner Tea Party will be going back down into Representative Armes’s
district this summer to refresh the minds of his constituents on just what kind of a politician
he has become.   But it isn’t enough to deal the bad politicians political pain, we also need
to support good men and women that stand against tyranny and the loss of our standards
and values.
 
 

Representative Todd Thompsons
Not Going to Disney World this Summer

 

20590

http://t.ymlp227.net/jhqsaramhhyazaeeakajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp227.net/jhqsaramhhyazaeeakajbye/click.php


 
Cole Gallup and family

 
Representative Todd Thompsen is remembered for his defense of Representative Sue Tibbs
in 2010 after it had become apparent that she had lied to one of the gun rights groups in
the state.    Representative Thompsen was a fast learner though, a single person called him
prior to the meeting between Thompsen and the Tea Party, and that was all it took to keep
him on the straight and narrow for the rest of the 2010 legislative session.
 
In 2011 Thomsen went back to his old tricks, generally supporting House leadership,
although he did support the Tea Party choice for Speaker Designate.   The OCA had been
broken up thanks to the efforts of the John Birch Society and Thompsen thought he was
safe from being held accountable for his voting.
 
These newsletters do a whole lot more than educate legislators and shine a light on what
occurs at the Capitol.    As news of the poor voting records gets out, local citizens begin
understanding just how precarious of a hold most politicians have on their district.   Our
exposure of the dirty and corrupt underbelly of Oklahoma politicians encourages people to
stand up and run against those that we weaken and expose.
 
Donald “Cole” Gallup is one of those patriots that heard the call for action.   He filed against
Representative Thompsen for the House District 25 seat.  Cole is married and has a two
year old son and his family has lived in Oklahoma for generations.   He is a Navy veteran
that served his country in Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Southern Watch,  and
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and is working on his PhD in Psychology while serving on the
Vestry board of the Ada Episcopal church, is active with the American Legion and is Vice
President of Ada Lodge chapter #119.
 
Cole plans on working on reducing both state and federal government debt, reducing the
expanding government role in our daily lives, and is a hard core constitutionalist patriot that
will represent Oklahoma values at the Capitol.   Here is a bio page on his sculpture website
so you can learn more about this candidate and hopefully support him in his fight to send
Representative Thompsen back to making an honest living.
 
 
You can contact Cole Gallup at (580)279-9069.  
You can mail campaign donations to Cole Gallup, 15867 CR 3619 Loop, Ada 74820 
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La Raza Comes to the Republican Party
By R. H.

 
When Ronald Reagan was President, a deal was made to grant amnesty for the illegal aliens
currently in the United States on the condition that the Democrats, who controlled the
House and Senate, would provide the funds to secure the southern border. President
Reagan, being the honorable individual he was, lived up to his promise. Today, the
democrats consider a secure border as being kiosk placed at border crossing and trusting
individuals to use them. In other words, the border is not secure. And they wonder why
Republicans object to any amnesty program.
 
Their new plan is to run democrats as Republicans, and get amnesty through that way. That
is what has happened in House District 52. I’m talking about Representative Charles Ortega.
Now, admittedly he has a little help from the Social Justice distributer in chief, Speaker
Steele, but he has done more damage to the image and efforts of the Republican Party and
the rule of law than any Representative currently in the House. His efforts to set up a safe
haven for illegal aliens in his district have set up a virtual safe haven for Mexican Drug
Cartels in his district. According to friends that live in Ortega’s district, common citizens are
afraid to go out at night because of the violence in the district that is drug related.
 
After being appointed to a panel to study illegal immigration in the state of Oklahoma,
Representative Ortega did everything he could to prevent additional steps from being taken
to enforce current laws on the books. As reported in the Lawton Constitution on October 2,
2011, Senator Ralph Shortey said that allowing Ortega to lead the panel “is like having
Osama bin Laden as Chairman of the Homeland Security committee”. Mr. Ortega’s response
was “My desire is to find a resolution to the problems that Oklahoma faces and not just to
politicize an issue for the sake of self-gratification. I’m not really concerned with what they
have to say.” That attitude resulted in no action being taken on immigration problems in this
great state.
 
 
There is really only one solution to illegal immigration. Enforce the law. Cut off all state
funding to cities and counties that are sanctuary cities and counties. That includes school
funding. Require all employees to use e-verify. Require the courts to verify citizenship on all
individuals coming before them on criminal matters.
 
Representative Ortega was part of the dissension in the House GOP ranks that surfaced last
year. He called for a reprimand on Representative Terrill for remarks made against the
Speaker in Representative Sullivan’s office, something that had never been done before as
the previous standard was that offensive remarks had to be made in public to be considered
offensive. This amounted to a breach of House rules on the part of the Speaker and
Representative Ortega. Representative Terrell was reprimanded on a vote of 34 to 30, the
other 37 decided not to vote on Constitutional privilege after having raised objection to the
reprimand, and the eventual outcome was Speaker Steele’s ill fated attempt to form a star
chamber “ethics” committee charged with persecuting conservative House members.
 
To give you an idea as to how liberal Representative Orgeta is, this owner of a tire shop
voted on the following bills like this:
 
HB 2359 $74,000,000.00 tax increase, voted yes
HB 1939 raised taxes/fees on tires, $550,000.00 cost per month to Oklahomans, voted yes
HR 1008 Charles Key amendment to House rules, voted No
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HB 2430 Space Industry Development Authority Budget, voted yes
 
Those are all State Chamber of Commerce votes designed to hang on to the power he was
given by Speaker Steele. Representative Ortega has a grand design to grant amnesty to all
the illegal aliens in his district. There is one small problem they have, it’s called the
conservative wing of the Republican Party.
 
I did go to Representative Ortega’s votesmart.org page and looked around. As a typical
liberal politician there was nothing there except his campaign finances that were obtained
from followthemoney.org .  
 
I also went to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission site and looked at his campaign
expenditures for the calendar years of 2010 and 2011. As he ran unopposed in 2010, there
were few expenses claimed. There were a few I had questions about. They are listed below:
 
Date                Item                                                     Beneficiary                             
Cost
Jan 25, 2011    Postage,Travel,Laundry                      Charles Ortega                      
$2,561.42
Aug 25, 2010   Hispanic Association                           Public                                     
$100.00
May 20, 2010 Habitat for Humanity                          Local Community                    $100.00
 
Now I’m not opposed to Habitat for Humanity, but I am opposed to using campaign funds to
make a donation. Mr. Ortega if you really want to do something, make the donation out of
your own pocket. I also fail to see how the public benefits from your contribution to the
Hispanic Association. The only way would be if you were in the tank with La Raza.  Now I
can see reimbursement for postage and travel during a campaign season, but your laundry
is unacceptable. Why in the world should your campaign donors be paying your laundry bill.
Don’t you make enough on your own. You’ve already got the tax payers picking up your
health insurance cost. Isn’t that enough?
 
I even went to the Oklahoma Constitution Conservative Rating and dug up their ratings for
each legislator for last year. Of the 70 Republican legislators, Mr. Ortega ranked 43rd with a
conservative score of 66-67. In my books, that’s a RINO. There was even 1 House Democrat
that scored as well as he did. That’s sad.   And remember that that Conservative Rating was
deeply flawed last year, at least twenty points should be subtracted on many of these RINOs
and as many points added for the good guys.
 
Mr. Ortega, I remind you that you are one of the individuals that are silencing the voices of
millions of your fellow Oklahomans. Do the right thing here. Sign HB 1004. Let the voices of
your fellow Representatives be heard. Let the voices of your fellow Oklahomans be heard.
RINO or not you were sent there to represent the people of Oklahoma, not just the people
Speaker Steele deems worthy of being heard. Do the right thing.
 
 
 

 
Representative Emily Virgin Responds to Criticism
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This story got shuffled back a few weeks due to more important stories but we always try
to allow legislators to respond to the charges that we level against them here in the
newsletter.  And I’d like to say we felt special after Representative Virgin responded but the
fact is her response is the same one that she sent to IRON, Immigration Reform for
Oklahoma Now.  Here is Representative Virgin’s response:
 
“You have grossly misrepresented the effect of SB 1624. This bill DID NOT allow in-state
tuition for illegal aliens. The bill itself deals with Oklahomans who graduated from an
Oklahoma high school and then moved out of state for undergraduate studies or some other
reason. Those citizens (who ARE NOT illegal aliens) will then be allowed to come back to
Oklahoma and receive in-state tuition.
 
If you read the rest of the bill, you will find that NOWHERE in the language does the bill
deal with illegal immigration. Currently, Oklahoma law allows illegal aliens to receive in-state
tuition if they meet certain requirements, and one of those requirements is taking steps
toward citizenship.
 
Once again, SB 1624 DOES NOT deal with illegal immigration in any way. Sen. Sykes added
the amendment (which conflicts with current law) in the Senate. In order to avoid conflicts
with existing law and preserve the original intent of the bill, I removed this amendment that
dealt with illegal immigration. If you or any other group would like to deal with this issue, I
suggest you find a legislator to introduce their own bill stating that illegal immigrants cannot
receive in-state tuition. My bill, however, only deals with legal citizens.
 
Thank you for your time, and please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Emily Virgin
Representative Emily Virgin
District 44 – Norman
Office: (405) 557-7323
Cell: (405) 306-4294
 
Well, Representative Virgin, we think that lady doth protest too much.   Making law is a
collaborative process and there is nothing wrong with other legislators adding amendments
to correct problems with legislation as it winds through the process.  In this case no one has
ever said that the original SB 1624 contained changes that affected illegal immigrants, what
we said was that you stripped a good amendment from the bill because you wanted to
continue the practice of giving illegal aliens in state tuition.
 
And to claim that Senator Syke’s amendment would conflict with current law is disingenuous
as his amendment would have closed the loophole that allows illegal aliens to benefit.
Now you may suggest that we find our own legislator to plug this loophole but I will remind
you that plenty of your constituents read this newsletter.   I think that you will find that we
prefer to deal with you by exposing your support of illegal immigration and your disrespect
of all those hardworking and struggling Oklahoma citizens that find their wages reduced
thanks to competition from illegal aliens.   I think that a good start would be letting your
political donors know about your stance on enabling illegal immigration.    We will add you
to the list.
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Congressional District Four Election
Swept by Ron Paul Grassroots Activists

 
Once again there were some long faces after a GOP district convention as the establishment
GOP officials watched their grasp on power slip away.  This weekend at Pauls Valley the GOP
insiders absorbed the loss of all three delegate elections, all three alternate delegate
elections, and both the elector and the alternate elector positions to members of the Ron
Paul movement.
Former Chairman Gary Jones was on hand and argued against one of the candidates, whose
papers had been misplaced, trying to salvage a single elected slot only to have the
delegates override the decision.    Jones, the current State Auditor,  notorious for his poor
treatment of the Ron Paul activists in the 2008 election so it was a bitter pill to swallow as
he watched helplessly as ballot after ballot went to unknown new Republicans.   Only two of
the eight ballots needed a runoff vote so this wasn’t merely a close contest, the RINOs were
soundly defeated.
5th District was lost by a sixty percent or more margin, as was the 3rd District.   2nd District
was retained by the GOP establishment by two votes and the 1st District remained in GOP
establishment hands after a contentious convention with charges of corruption being laid at
the feet of the District GOP officials.   
 
Next up is the state convention where anything is possible.    The GOP itself is circling the
wagons and preparing for a hostile takeover and that preparation is going to be needed if
the Ron Paul activists stay involved in the process through 2013.    Removing incumbent
GOP officials is difficult unless they misbehave badly enough to break the GOP rules so the
Ron Paul activists will have to bide their time till next February and go through the precinct
meeting/county convention/state convention process again in order to wrest control.
 
But don’t count out the GOP establishment as they control this year’s and next year’s Rules
Committee.    They will most likely use a mix of deceit, onerous rules, and co opt enough of
the Ron Paul leaders to remain in power but if they don’t the days of the RINO in Oklahoma
will be at an end.  Without the silence of the GOP officials the corrupt elected officials
couldn’t survive, as evidenced this week by Speaker Steele’s refusal to hear the personhood
bill.  As the GOP party platform is squarely on the pro life side of the abortion battle the
GOP officials have nothing to offer as a defense of their refusal to pressure Speaker Steele
or the other Republican House members.
 
 
 

Did Anyone CAIR?
(Part II)

 
 
For several months now, we’ve been telling you about CAIR’s Annual Banquet and
conference and how they had invited a number of your state legislators to join them. We’ve
also been sounding the alarm about CAIR being a Muslim Brotherhood front organization
and an unindicted co-conspirator in the largest terrorism financing trial in the history of the
U.S. as a reason why your legislators should refuse to have anything to do with CAIR. We
also threatened to expose any legislator who went to the CAIR Banquet. Then, last week,
we revealed that, to our knowledge, no state legislator went to the CAIR Banquet.
 
We consider the fact that no state legislator attended the CAIR Banquet and conference to
be a major victory of truth. This week, we’d like to shed a little light on what we believe
CAIR was trying to do and just why it was so danged important to point out this truth, yes,
even to the point of engaging in a little intimidation to get your legislators not to go.
 
By now, if you’ve been reading our series of articles, you should recognize the term “BY
THEIR HANDS” as part of a longer quote from a Muslim Brotherhood document that was
introduced into evidence in the Holy Land Foundation trial. At the risk of being repetitious,
the entire quote reads:
 
“The Ikhwan (Muslim Brotherhood) must understand that their work in America is a kind of
grand Jihad in eliminating and destroying the Western civilization from within
and “sabotaging” its miserable house by their (our) hands and the hands of
believers so that it is eliminated and God’s religion is made victorious  over all other
religions.“
 
Tell me, just what do you think that phrase “by their hands” means? It can’t mean
the hands of the terrorists who engage in “stealth jihad” because the stealth jihadists would
be included in the phrase “and the hands of believers” in the latter part of the sentence.
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What this phrase means is that members of the Muslim Brotherhood whose
particular job it is to engage in stealth jihad are to deceive, co-opt and
manipulate government, law enforcement, military, church and business leaders
into doing their “dirty work” for them by instituting and enforcing changes in our
society that make it difficult or impossible to identify and confront our declared
enemies who have infiltrated every level of our society in order to overthrow our
government and replace the Constitution with Shariah law. Their group of targets
includes your government officials, especially your state legislators. “Pretty tall order,” you
say? Take a look at what’s going on with the Muslim Brotherhood in countries all around the
world.
 
            Last week, we told you about former CIA Director James Woolsey and some of
the things he had to say about CAIR on this subject when he was in town to speak the
same weekend of CAIR’s Annual Banquet. I want to draw your attention to comments
Director Woolsey made as quoted in an article in The Oklahoman on March 31st. In the
article, Woolsey said that “…the subversion campaign known as ‘civilization jihad’
must not be confused with or tolerated as a constitutionally protected form of
religious practice.” Woolsey also went on to say that that the document that contains the
“by their hands” quote “is probably a pretty accurate characterization of CAIR.”
Don’t forget, friends, CAIR is a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. That’s what their
own documents say.
 
            Director Woolsey also made several other vitally important points about CAIR that
bear upon whether your legislator should have anything to do with them. Dana Hertneky
of Channel 9 News did a television interview with Director Woolsey  in which they
discussed some of the evidence from the Holy Land Foundation trial which we have already
discussed at length in previous articles. In the interview, however, Woolsey dropped a
bombshell that CAIR desperately did not want you to know. Woolsey gave Hertneky a letter
from the FBI’s OKC Field Office in which SAC James Finch says that the FBI cannot
participate in a planned Muslim Community Outreach Program because of the
“planned participation by the Oklahoma Chapter of the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR).” 
 
 
            But that’s not all. Director Woolsey also had some additional compelling evidence as
to why your state legislators should have nothing to do with CAIR. Woolsey further pointed
that Congress recently enacted legislation prohibiting the FBI from doing
business with "unindicted co-conspirators in terrorism cases" so, if the FBI no
longer does business with CAIR, Oklahoma should cease doing business with
them as well. President Obama himself signed this bill into law on November 14, 2011.
 
What was perhaps most compelling, however, of all the information Director Woolsey
presented was the Team B II Report. Woolsey read some quotes from the report, which
he co-authored, regarding several subjects but, in speaking out in support of the ALAC bill,
he read a number of the elements of Shariah law. There are some absolutely
unbelievable things in Shariah that I’ll wager very few people have ever heard of including
the requirement for female genital mutilation. After listing each individual item, Woolsey
asked this question of those who oppose the ALAC bill, “Tell me, is this want you want when
you support Shariah?” Are you listening, legislators? More about the Team B II Report later.
 
            The more you find out about CAIR and the Muslim Brotherhood, the more outraged
you become. We had the former head of the CIA, the top spy agency in the world, who
came to our city to sound the alarm about the threat we are facing. Is anybody listening?
CAIR continues to reach out to our legislators and other leaders in order to destroy
“Western civilization from within and sabotage its miserable house by their (our) hands.”
Why are we allowing this to happen? To paraphrase Director Woolsey, if the FBI can no
longer do business with CAIR, why is the state of Oklahoma? If you agree, tell your
elected officials what you think.
 
 
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them
with one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find
out  
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Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter
to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email
link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and
robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money
wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma
politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and
use the Paypal donation button.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Charles Ray Partridge commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 11:43:29 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Charles Ray Partridge commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Charles wrote: "Is OK going to resist obamacare ?"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Charlie Brown and the ALAC Football Speaker Steele Humiliated Over Ethics Committee Bill Failure
Date: Sunday, April 01, 2012 11:25:57 PM

Forward this email to a friend 
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Okay folks, this newsletter is huge this week and there are several crucial action alerts in this
newsletter that simply must be carried out so here is a list of the three must ready articles. 
Please read them and call and email those legislators tonight if at all possible.
 
The SB 327 bill that makes Sheriff races non partisan
The Con-Con bill that is very, very, dangerous
The HB 1552 bill, ALAC, that would prevent Sharia law from being imposed on Oklahomans.
 
Please be sure to call and email as many legislators as possible either tonight or very early
Monday morning.  One email and one phone call for all three bills is fine.
  
  

 
 

Fall From Grace, Slither Back Up, the Pat McGuigan story
 
A few weeks back the perennial State Chamber of Commerce shill Mike McCarville offered a story
on why the Ron Paul campaign didn’t succeed here in Oklahoma.  Of course McCarville did his best
to find writers that would blame Al but he wasn’t very successful.   The problem was that most
political commentators tend to value their reputation and usually don’t write things that aren’t
true.  Indeed the mark of a shill like Mike McCarville is the wholesale rejection of ethics and facts
in favor of a nice payday from State Chamber of Commerce supporters.
 
One “journalist” did take the bait though Patrick B. McGuigan and there is an interesting story that
has dogged Mr. McGuigan for over a decade.  McGuigan is a “senior” editor at the City Sentinel, a
small weekly newspaper that covers downtown Oklahoma City.  Or so they say, I’ve never heard of
it till research turned it up for this story.  McGuigan also is a contributor to the OCPA newsletter
and was a contributing editor for Tulsa Today, an online blog. McGuigan does most of his dirty
work though using a blog called CapitolbeatOK.com.
 
 
McGuigan once was the chief editorial writer at the Oklahoman until a sudden fall from grace, well
sudden in the fall, but not in the events leading up to his self emollition.  This story began back in
the early 2000 when McGuigan allegedly became enamored with then Labor Commissioner Brenda
Reneau.  Reneau was first elected in 1994 and lost the 2006 race to Lloyd Fields.  McGuigan was
married but rumors of an inappropriate relationship began circulating, a relationship that was
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  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
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Nov 17 - 18th
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
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security systems in
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  There is only one
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about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
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$50 + Shipping
 

described as “inappropriate, systematic, unusually close contact” between McGuigan and then
Labor Commissioner Brenda Reneau.  Reneau had allegedly gone through a series of failed
marriages.
 
Further info linked McGuigan with Denise Bode in an unusual relationship, one that allegedly
contained no sexual misconduct but was centered around Bode’s conversion to Catholicism with
McGuigan acting as a mentor or sponsor.  The details alleged a highly unusual, protracted,
unusually close, high profile relationship between the married McGuigan and then Corporation
Commissioner Denise Bode.
 
All these allegations and rumors are just that but what can be proven is that Patrick McGuigan
began quite enamored with both women, writing an unusually large numbers of editorial articles
plugging both politicians.
 
In 2002 former Republican Representative Tim Pope runs against Brenda Reneau in the Republican
primary for the State Labor Commissioner slot.   Pope was an incumbent House member who had
received the endorsement of all of the GOP House members at the time in his race against
Reneau. McGuigan writes a letter from his position as the chief editorial writer for the  Oklahoman,
using Oklahoman corporate letterhead, that basically told the GOP House members to retract their
endorsement of Tim Pope and to endorse Reneau or “kiss any favorable coverage” from the
Oklahoman goodbye.
 
Tim Pope reportedly raised the issue with the Gaylord family, which at the time was conservative;
leading to McGuigan’s firing within 48 hours.  This horrendous breach of journalistic ethics also
brought along visions of violation of campaign laws by coordinating an endorsement by the
Oklahoman.
 
McGuigan fall from grace is hard and fast, going from the chief editorial writer for the largest
paper in the state to working for a tiny weekly newspaper, the Sentinel.  Helped along the way
back reportedly by one Ralph Harvey of Marlin Oil Company, McGuigan slowly slithered his way
back up journalistic circles.  Brenda Reneau kept her campaign office in Marlin Oil’s offices during
her last political campaign for Labor Commissioner causing some at the time to make noises
about possible campaign finance violations if it turned out that no rent was paid.
 
By 2003 McGuigan had landed a Deputy Commissioner job at the Department of Labor, one of the
usual political pay off jobs. And yes, the same Brenda Reneau was Labor Commissioner at the
time. Once thrown out of office after Reneau’s defeat in 2006, McGuigan spent two years as a
teacher at a charter school.
 
 
 
McGuigan resurfaces as a contributor for the OCPA group’s Perspective newsletter, as a result of
strong ties between Harvey and the OCPA.     McGuigan’s current reputation is as a writer for hire
for the highest bidder, usually supporting big business/corporate welfare organizations.  McGuigan
claims press status while generally shilling for corporate welfare and hacking on conservative
Republicans.
 
 
Among the gems found in our research of Brenda Reneau was this Grand Jury Petition casting
allegations against Reneau, who had apparently remarried once again, taking the last name Wynn. 
Mr. McGuigan apparently also was being investigated for bid rigging and bribery according to the
Grand Jury Petition.   What became of the investigation is unknown.
 
 
 

 
 

Speaker Steele Humiliated Once Again as
Ethics Committee Bill Fails

 
In 2011 Speaker Steele was in the midst of his war on conservatives, having “reprimanded” three
House members on the floor of the House Chamber, for the first time in memory according to long
time political observers.    Steele was feeling like a whole man I suppose and got a bit carried
away when he went after Representative Randy Terrill, empanelling an “investigative” committee
before Terrill was convicted of any charges stemming from the Leftwich scandal of 2010.
 
The investigative committee met for one day, reported back that not only was there nothing to

20600

http://t.ymlp318.net/jmwjadammywaraesjazajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp318.net/jmwbaiammywaxaesjazajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp318.net/jmwhapammywanaesjadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp318.net/jmwhapammywanaesjadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp318.net/jmwhapammywanaesjadajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp318.net/jmqsalammywaoaesjafajbju/click.php


 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

report, but that if there were anything to report, it would have to wait till after Terrill was
convicted of a crime.  Speaker Steele flew into a rage, demanding that the committee continue its
work for a few days in order to save face.  Afterward, Steele announced the formation of a new
House Committee on ethics, claiming that the investigative committee had recommended the
formation of such a committee.  In fact, the investigative committee had done just the opposite,
recommending a committee to protect House members from unwarranted investigations!
 
Speaker Steele came up with a “code of conduct” along with the new “ethics” committee and did
his best to ram the rules changes through.   The “ethics” and “code of conduct” required were
nothing more than a very shallow attempt to control the behavior and free speech of the House
members.   Steele seemed to forget that these House members were elected to serve their
constituents, not serve at the Speakers pleasure and advance Speaker Steele’s personal agenda
of social justice and corporate welfare.
 
Steele had been humiliated on numerous occasions by information given to the Sooner Tea Party
newsletter and was desperate to plug the leaks and suppress dissent among the conservative
Republican House members.   The Code of Conduct never had majority support inside the GOP
caucus nor did the majority of the Democratic caucus support the rules.   A mere handful of his
lieutenants, like Representatives Banz and Hickman actually supported the issue, most merely
went along to keep their chairman position and perks.
 
After increasing resistance Steele tried to bully the caucus; your opponents would use this against
you, he claimed and then Representative Dale Dewitt put it on the agenda.   What came next
would be a world class comedy if it wasn’t done using taxpayer money because over 40
amendments were attached to the bill that made it illegal to have sex with other House members,
lobbyists, or staff, made infidelity by House members illegal (boy, that one alone would have lost
Steele some votes!), or making it illegal for family members to lobby the Capitol (Earl Sears, we
haven’t forgotten about you).
 
Other amendments added due process to the committee,  allowing an accuser to be cross
examined and allowing counsel to help in defense  Minority Leader Scott Inman tried to pretty it
up with the first amendment making some minor changes, then a barrage of amendments
 followed:
 
·         one that would have made it an ethical breach for a committee Chairman to discuss their     
opinion of a bill before it had been
           heard in committee (designed to keep leadership from killing bills before they were voted on
in committee)
·          for  any committee Chairman that refused to place bill on the agenda
·          discussing how committee members were going to vote before the bill was heard
·          giving a lobbyist a commitment to vote for or against a bill before it was heard
·          for the floor leader to refuse to add any bill to the agenda that passed out of committee
·           for the presiding officer of the House for refusing to enforce the rules especially on making
motions in writing
·           for members refusing to vote on a bill if present in the House Chamber
·           for not allowing sufficient time for a House member to vote
·          for the Speaker not following the advice of the parliamentarian on rulings 
·          for the Speaker attempting to influence the vote of any House member other than during
debate on the bill 
·          for  the Speaker to make private visits to influence how House members vote 
·           for the speaker to have discussion with any state agency, trust,  or board about future
employment opportunities 
·           for  the Speaker of the House or any member to have private discussions with any private
business entity about future employment unless said discussion was   
            posted in the House Journal 
·          for the Speaker removing any Committee Chairman unless the Chairman had violated House
Rules 
·          for the ethics committee to refuse to investigate any claim that should be investigated by
the Attorney General, a District Attorney, the Ethics Commission, or other
           law enforcement agency
·         for  not hearing bills before deadlines,  for any member with family members that were
lobbyists or legislative assistants 
·          for any member holding tribal office, political office, or governmental office 
·          for not providing equal access to all  House members  resources including legislative
assistants, 
·         for forcing adjournment of the House with less than 2/3rds consent, 
·          for requiring all ethics committee members and replacement members to undergo a full
OSBI background check with all details being given to all House members 
·          for the Speaker or staff for entering into any outside contract for services without using the
House Resolution process 
·         for providing an additional ten days for accused House members to respond to charges 
·          for retaining the right to be present when testimony is presented against an accused 
·           changing the proof required for charges from “preponderance of the evidence” to “clear and
convincing” and changing the final proof required for punishment
             from “by clear and convincing” to “beyond reasonable doubt” 
·           changing the required votes for punishment from ¾’s of the committee to a majority of the
House members 
·          allowing the recovery of reasonable attorney fees for any member accused of wrongdoing
but cleared by the committee
·           preventing the refilling of charges after begin cleared once by the ethics committee
·           adding the right to question witnesses and to examine evidence
·           for not recognizing amendments to bills in the order that they were offered
·           for failing to comply with the Open Records Act or Open Meetings Act.
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All in all, this would have really cleaned up House politics had all these amendments been added
but this was a bad bill, designed to stifle dissent, not to further ethics and fair dealing.
 
Finally Representative Fred Jordan, no friend to the conservative cause, stands up and offers an
amendment that the Code of Conduct and the Ethics Committee bill be tabled (killed).  What
follows next is a 58 to 36 vote that delivered a stinging rebuke to an incompetent Speaker of the
House.
 
Looking at the Nay votes, those that voted against killing the bill, we find the usual RINO suspects:
 
    Banz                DeWitt             Nelson             Russ              
    Billy                 Grau               Nollan             Sears             
    Brown              Hardin             Ortega             Sherrer           
    Casey              Hickman            Peters             Shumate           
    Coody              Holland            Pruett             Vaughan           
    Cooksey            Hoskin             Quinn              Walker            
    Cox                Lockhart           Richardson         Watson            
    Dank               McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Wright            
    Denney             McDaniel, R.       Rousselot          Kris Steele
 
Representative Banz attempts to lay over the bill, to bring it back the next day, but the motion was
ruled out of order as the bill had been killed.  This at best was a half hearted attempt to serve his
master, Kris Steele, as a more proper motion would have been to a motion to reconsider.  Pretty
clever of Banz, he licked his master’s boots while ensuring that his motion failed.
 
In the end a very bad bill was killed, Speaker Steele received another stinging blow that
highlighted his lack of leadership and his incredible poor judgment, and representative
government survived.  Even Mike McCarville admitted that the new ethics commission seemed to
be aimed at the Sooner Tea Party leaks so there was no legitmate purpose for the committee. 
This bill will become one of the crucial bills for figuring the Conservative Index this year as it is a
clear division of those that stand for tyranny and corporate welfare and those that stand for liberty
and representative government.
 
 
 
 
 

Who Shot the Sheriff?
RINO backed Democrat Protection Bill Killed

 
SB 327 was filed by Senator Rob Johnson was orchestrated by Democratic Sherriff Whetsel of
Oklahoma County.   Whetsel’s bill was co authored by Randy Grau, a Republican Representative
that has increasingly taken the State Chamber money and followed Speaker Steele’s RINO agenda
unfailingly.  The bill was reportedly pushed by former Representative Ray Vaugh and Sheriff
Whetsel’s chief lobbyist former Representative Richard Phillips, whom some claim is no stranger
to dealing with the police from another perspective.
 
Sources say that this bill is Whetsel’s alone, that the Oklahoma Sheriffs Association isn’t backing
the bill and is a naked attempt to stave off defeat in the next sheriff election.
 
The bill cleared the Senate on a 29 to 17 vote before coming to the House where it was narrowly
defeated on Thursday 3/29 by 50 to 44 vote.  Before the vote there were several amendments to
the bill including one that would have implemented a 12 year term limit on Sheriffs, and as it was
retroactive, this would have prevented Whetsel from running this year.
 
 
Representative Grau made a mistake by trying to advance the bill, maneuvering it around any
amendments that could possibly be tacked on to the bill.  The vote is too close to call, so the chair
calls for division and the motion passed 40 to 39 so the bill went to debate.    Democrat Ben
Sherrer called attention to the fact that a similar bill had been offered last year,  HB 1238, which
would have made the consideration of this bill illegal had the bill been defeated.   Sherrer claims
that the bill actually failed and he remembered as he was the author of the bill last year.    A rule is
quoted, 18.12 that Sherrer thought would prohibit the bill but this turned out to be not to be the
case.   Another rule, 7.8e was recommended as appropriate but again but having received a do
pass recommendation by the committee the bill would be allowed to be heard.  
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By this point some normally supportive House members are getting a bit pissed off with the
breach of protocols and the effort to limit debate and discussion on the bill.  Normally this sort of
bill would have be sent to a conference committee to die a natural death rather than forcing a vote
and embarrassing the authors.  All the while, Sheriff Whetsel and some of his deputies sit up in the
North galley watching this play out.
 
Representative Terrill requests a motion to table (to kill the bill) and another motion is made to
record the vote, which fails and the bill goes to a up or down vote.  The bill fails to win a majority
(51 votes) by one vote but Representative Grau asks that the bill be reconsidered, meaning that
the bill can be brought up the next business day.
 
The Democrats joined in to defeat this bill.  We keep telling everyone that not all Democrats are
bad, that most are as conservative or more conservative than a lot of Republicans.   Another thing
that was striking about the demeanor of Representative Hickman who was serving as the chair
was that he was much more polite and non confrontational than what we saw last year.   Looks
like Speaker Steele’s standing order to not piss anyone off is still in effect.
 

Action  Alert!
 
But this bill will be brought up again on Monday so we need everyone to call those who voted yes
on this bill and demand that they act as Republicans and to vote no on SB 327.   The Republican
brand is on the way up while the Democrat brand is on the way down; this is no time to turn such
an important race into a non partisan race.   While the Republican and Democrat brands are
changing they still tell voters what the candidate is supposed to stand for and therefore are
helpful in demanding accountability from elected officials.
 
.

The list of Representative phone numbers and emails is at the bottom of all of these newsletters. 
You can send them using Bcc, leave their name out, send one email to all 101 House members.  
Some email systems want you to split the emails up into two groups to avoid triggering a spam
warning that could freeze your email for an hour or so.  If you want to call at night and leave a
message that is great or you can call 405-521-2711 during the day and simply ask for the
legislator you wish to speak with and the operator will connect you.
 
 
 
 

 
 

Culture, Corruption and a Big Unfinished Building
The latest scam on citizens

By Ms PM
 

I suppose to the big government supporters, when the American Indian Cultural Center and
Museum can't get the funding from private donations it only makes sense to get the money through
a bond paid for by taxpayers. What do you think about this tactic? Never mind, it doesn't matter
what you think, what matters is what does the State Chamber of Commerce think.
  
The construction began in 2006 and the morons still can't get it built. Is sits half-baked and the
group of folks that helped secure funding to renovate the state Capitol dome are organizing to find
the money to finish this. You can read the article here:
 
This statement jumped out at me; "Private donors have committed to the remaining $31 million it
will take to finish the museum, so long as the government dollars are there." I want to clarify
something here, it's taxpayer money not government money. Mr. Blake Wade, CEO of the Native
American Cultural and Educational Authority, thinks this is a dandy idea to get over the remaining
hurdle for funding. He fails to mention anything about the hill to climb for the doors to be kept open
if it fails to be self supporting. Not to worry...we'll just cough up some more money when this fact
surfaces.
 
This "sack-o-crap" is supposed to cost $170 million dollars. Not bad considering the tribes aren't
spending much of their money.
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In this next article here the museum says their annual operating costs are only a measly $1.5
million and are modest for creating a world-class museum.  But look at the capitol costs and what
that will take to repay the bonds.   There is no way they are going to make any money.  The only
problem is they aren't creating it, taxpayers are. This is a clear case of whiners and losers. They
whine and we lose.
 
Senator Patrick Anderson said; "The fact that we haven't been able to finish the project raises
concerns." Ya think? Anderson has a bill that would eliminate the state agency that was created
18 years ago by lawmakers to build the cultural center and would give the project to the Oklahoma
Hysterical Society. How not funny, take it from one and give it to another to spend the money.
How about a bill to stop spending taxpayer money? If the tribes want a museum, build it and then
fund it. Aren't they  sovereign nations? Where's all the money from the casinos?
 
The bulk of the agency's budget goes for salaries and the remaining half million goes to run the
agency. Not bad for an 18 year boondoggle. 
 
In this article they say that the state has already given the not completed project $63 million in
three previous bond issues. The groveling for money doesn't seem to stop even though promises
were made that no other money would be needed. I am the only one with trust issues about our
spend and spend some more government?
 
Another clue to the corruption is legislative opponents say the museum will never be self-
supporting. The Oklahoma Supreme Court ruled in 1999 that "moral obligation bonds" do not
require a vote of the people. This means bureaucrats will spend your money and there is nothing
you can do except get up and go to work so they can spend some more. Sweet!
 
This tidbit of information on this issue from George Faught would have knocked me off my chair
had I not had my seatbelt on.   We found this quote:
 
"Rep. George Faught opposes the bond and said he doesn't think the museum will ever be self-
supporting or that this will be the last time its builders ask the state for money. He called the
partially built facility "a big albatross."
 
He also commented that if this is such a great idea then he would expect the tribes to pick up the
balance to complete the project.
 
The tally...
1999-$5 million bond, taxpayer money
2003-$33 million bond, taxpayer money
2008-$25 million bond, taxpayer money
All of these from the Legislature and another $40 million bond in the works-taxpayer money
Federal government-14.5 million-taxpayer money
City of Oklahoma-$4.9 million and a 250 acre site-taxpayer money
Tribes and private sources-$4.2 million-not taxpayer money.   Notice this is the smallest amount?
 
And a State Chamber connection?   Who would ever think the Chamber of Commerce would ever
poke their finger in the pie?  The Chamber supports legislation to allow state bonds to be issued to
match privately-raised funds to facilitate the completion of the American Indian Cultural Center &
Museum.  Here is one of their many comments supporting the boondoggle:
 
“It is vital for the success of our businesses and the future of our community that we have an
effective lobbying effort at the Oklahoma Capitol.”
 
WHY DOES THE CHAMBER NEED A PAC?

“Decisions made at the state capitol have a significant impact on the success of our businesses,
as well as our city's ability to recruit new businesses and grow the economy. Therefore the PAC
will support the election of candidates at the state level who favor a strong business climate
conducive to job creation and growth, a strong school system and a progressive future for Greater
Oklahoma City.”
 
Who else questions their "progressive future?"
  
 
Now let’s look at Representative Paul Wesselhoft’s part in all of this.
 
  
Interestingly, he does not include the fact that he also serves as a Tribal Legislator who has never
taken Constitutional Privilege when voting his tribe additional funding or benefits from the
Oklahoma taxpayers.
 
Wesselhoft writes about "Ought." He says:
 
“Think about it. We ought to be good, do good; we ought not to be bad, do bad. We ought to
perform acts of kindness; we ought not to diminish any human.”
 
 
Have you thought about the money that is taken from taxpayers for your personal agenda? Maybe
you "Ought" to think about that.
 
Anytime you have a group of people that thinks their fellow citizens owe them money for a cause
they deem necessary the door to corruption is opened. If you haven't been able to get this up and
running by now try giving it up. The definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over,
expecting different results. These fools are living proof that insanity is live and well in Oklahoma.
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A Conservative Gone Bad
 

By R. H.
 
Representative Enns has all the credentials to be a Conservative politician. From what I’ve seen of
his proposed legislation, it’s been semi-conservative. So why won’t he sign HB 1004? Why do his
votes look liberal? Could it be because he owes his position as Chair of the Public Health
Committee to the Speaker of the House and is afraid to go against his dictatorial rule?
 
Mr. Enns has demonstrated his independence by his chosen profession. He is a Rancher and a
farmer by trade. In these trying times he has also worked as a teacher, a crop loss adjuster for the
USDA and a Deputy Assessor. All jobs I would not envy him for. As a legislator he has proven to be
an above average individual who champions health care issues. Once again I ask why he won’t
allow the voices of his fellow legislators to be heard.
 
An example of Mr. Enns concern for people is his recent vow to continue the push to aid those with
physical challenges after a narrow defeat of his bill in the House. He also shows his concern for
people with his trying to fund medical research. He proved his desire to save the state money by
pushing an agreement on mail order prescriptions for educational employees over the objections
of local pharmacies that would have charged higher prices. He has been praised, rightly so, for his
work on health care. He was also instrumental in getting a bill passed to allow citizens with a
concealed carry permit to have their guns in their vehicles on Career Tech campuses. All of these
are pretty conservative issues. Let’s take a look at his record over the last two years.
 
In 2011 he submitted 11 bills for consideration by the House. Of those 7 died in committee, 1 died
in Senate committee and 3 were passed into law. Let’s look at those laws.
 
HB 1652 Authorized Concealed Carry in Vehicles on Career Tech Grounds-Conservative
HB 1655 Poor Person Coverage for Prosthetic device-Conservative
HB 1658 Oklahoma Chiropractic Act-Conservative
 
I’m not surprised. Mr. Enns is a Conservative at heart. These are bills that truly show that he cares
for the health and welfare of the individual Oklahomans.
 
In 2012 he has submitted 12 bills, 1 House Concurrent Resolution and 1 House Joint Resolution for
consideration. Of those 7 are still in committee, 2 are on the House Floor, 2 are in Senate
committees and 1 is on the Senate floor. The House Concurrent Resolution has not even been
assigned to a committee. The House Joint Resolution is in committee.
 
Based on the last two years record, this would place Mr. Enns in the average to slightly above
average category as a legislator. His constituents are fairly well represented, but how much of
that has to do with his voting the way Speaker Steele wants him to?
 
Speaking of voting records, let’s take a look at his. This information comes from
www.votesmart.org.
 
April 17, 2007 Comprehensive tort reform-Yea-liberal
April 17, 2008 Tax Rebate for Sport Franchises-Yea-Liberal
May 12, 2008 Professional Malpractice Lawsuit-Yea-Liberal
March 4, 2009 Tort Law Amendments-Yea-Liberal
April 21, 2009 Top Marginal Income Tax Rate-Yea-Liberal
February 1, 2010 SB 1685 Regarding Gun Rights-Co-Sponsor-Conservative
February $, 2010 HB 2430 Space Industry Development Authority Budget-Yea-Liberal
March 16, 2011 HB 1593 Repealing Collective Bargaining Requirement for Cities-Nay-Liberal
 
There it is. On key measure for conservative he voted the liberal position. Based on everything
else and his voting record, he is a moderate if not a liberal. Either way he is a RINO Republican.
His voting record indicates he is more interested in holding on to his power than letting the voices
of his fellow Representatives and their constituents be heard.
 
Now unlike most politicians, Mr. Enns does want us to know where he stands on issues that
matter to us all. Here is a look at his stance.
 
Budget and Taxes
 
Slightly Increase Higher Education and State Employee Pay
Greatly Increase K-12 Education and Transportation and highway infrastructure
Greatly Decrease Welfare
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State Taxes
 
Slightly Increase Cigarette Taxes
Slightly Decrease Corporate Taxes and Income Taxes
 
Crime Issues
 
Implement penalties other than incarceration for certain non-violent offenders
 
 He started off good here, but blew it with the soft on crime stand. A crime is a crime.
 
Employment Issues
 
Reduce State government regulations on the private sector
Provide low interest loans and tax credits for business that provide child care
Support work requirement for able-bodied welfare recipients.
 
This was good up until he wanted to provide tax credits. That’s like picking winners and losers. Do
we really want a Solyndra type affair on our hands? Look what happened to American Airlines.
 
Now let’s look at interest group ratings.  Remember the higher the pro-business rating, the less
they care about the average citizen.  Remember that the higher the RIED score the more liberal a
politician is.
 
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development-Lifetime Score                                    90%
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development-Position on Pro-Business Policy          75%
2009 OKWatchdog Position on Consumer and Patient Advocacy                                          58%
2009 Research Institute for Economic Development- Cumulative Score                              95%
2008 Oklahoma Center for Consumer and Patient Safety                                                     64%
 
This tells us that Mr. Enns has not always been the conservative champion of patient rights that
he claims to be. In fact under Speaker Steele’s leadership he has become more pro- big business.
 
Now we are going to take a look at his campaign finances. To start we are going to look at the
reports filed with the State Ethics Committee for the periods of Apr 01, 2010 thru July 12, 2010,
Aug 10, 201 thru Oct 18, 2010 and Oct 19, 2010 thru Dec 31, 2010. These reports have to deal with
repetitive expenditures to two companies, VME Consulting and Enid News and Eagle. We’ll start
with VME Consulting. The expenditures are listed below.
 
VME Consulting
                                                                        Amount                                  
Apr 12, 2010 VME Consulting                         $250.00                                  
May 13, 2010 VME Consulting                       $1,000.00                               
Nov 04, 2010 VME Consulting                        $2,645.84                               
Dec 09, 2010 VME Consulting                                    $1,500.00                               
Total                                                                $5,395.84                               
 
Enid News and Eagle
 
Aug 10, 2010                                                   $75.00                                    
Aug 14, 2010                                                   $75.00                                    
Nov 14, 2010                                                   $169.00                                  
Total                                                                $319.00                                  
 
Now if we go to www.FollowTheMoney.org we can look at all of his finance records for the 2010
campaign season. After reviewing this report and comparing it to the state reports, I found that I
did not need to go into a lot of detail.
 
Although he accepted money from only one Native American Tribe in the amount of $1,500.00, it
was enough to qualify him as a member of the club who accepted money from one of the tribes
hoping to negotiate in a meaningful way with the state of Oklahoma over water rights, but who had
no intentions of doing so. This is enough in itself to qualify him as a liberal.
 
It would seem that Mr. Enns has, to borrow a phrase, “gone over to the dark side.” A once a
promising Conservative politician has been corrupted by power. It’s not too late to redeem yourself
and your reputation Mr. Enns. For too long Speaker Steele’s dictatorial reign in the House has
silenced the voices of your fellow Representatives that represent a good majority of the citizens of
Oklahoma. It’s time that those voices are heard. Sign HB 1004. Regain that mantle of
conservatism you started out with
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Is the Oklahoma Ed-A-Ca-Shun Department Just Stupid?
By Ms PM

 
This article brings to light how corrupt the Oklahoma Education Department actually is. There is
no better example of the sociopathic tendencies these blowhards have portrayed with their lack of
values and continued spending. This is more than troubling considering every time I turn around I
hear about how much more money the education department needs. You can read the entire
article here  
  
A mere $2.3 million was spent through slush funds in undisclosed accounts over the last 10 years,
claims the audit. This pork-a-soris paid for drinks and food at education conferences. The menu
included $2,600 for 85 bottles of wine and 3 kegs of beer. $5,700 for food which included a
"chocolate fountain", Maryland crab cakes, Mini beef wellingtons and smoked salmon mousse in a
puff pastry. Was any of this done following any of the requirement normally associated with
government expenditures? Nope!
 
Hidden accounts
The audit states; “Some of the Education Department officials may have deliberately concealed
those accounts from the board of directors.”   May have? Remembering how smart these idiots
claim to be, you can bet it was deliberate and calculated. They got caught and continue believing
they have done nothing wrong or figure they can lie their way out of it. 
 
"Anytime you gather funds as a state employee, on state time, those funds should be deposited
into a state account. Obviously, that didn't happen," state Auditor and Inspector Gary Jones said.
"When you start looking at how the money was spent, I think there were obviously ways the
money was spent that were not legal, like alcohol."
 
Donations in question;
The audit notes that because state employees solicited donations from vendors "they may feel
compelled or obligated to make those donations in order to maintain their contracts."
The funds were hidden not only from the state auditor's office but also from members of the
nonprofit.
 
Gary Jones said the remaining balance in the accounts, roughly $90,000, has been transferred to
the Oklahoma State School Boards Association, but that they have not followed up to determine
what has become of the funds. Why not?
 
There is one thing I am quite sure of... A just punishment would be to rub their butts raw with a
corn cob and dump turpentine on it. That would come close to the shame this sorry and pathetic
bunch should feel when they go back to work and have to explain. None of them would be able to
sit down. The corruption in our government is never lacking. I often wonder when the citizens of
Oklahoma are going to stand up and demand this nonsense stops.
 
 
 

 
 
 

House District  22 Seat Up for Grabs!
 
Take a look at this map and if you know anyone living in this  House District that is willing to run
and is a rock solid conservative, please email us ASAP!   Wes Hillard isn't running for reelection
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this year so this is a golden opportunity to take another House District into the conservative camp.
 
 
 

 
Exactly How Dumb is a Box of Rocks?

By Ms PM
 
 

I suppose it depends on who lives in the box and which particular representative in our state
government chooses to act like the rock.  The Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange
bills appear to have been defeated this year with Republican House and Senate leaders saying
they will wait till the Supreme Court rules on the constitutionality of Obama Care.  Dave Bell,
Darren Gantz, and Al Gerhart were given credit for forcing the House author, Representative Glen
Mulready, to withdraw his bill and Senate Pro Tem Bingham had told Al at the March 6th GOP
watch party that the Senate had rejected the Health Insurance Exchanges.  Still, the process I
went through trying to ascertain how certain Senators were voting was interesting enough to
warrant a story.
 
Oklahoma is one of the 28 states that has filed suit against the federal government to challenge
the Constitutionality of the federal health care reform law.
 
Last legislative session the rocks decided they needed to enable creation of the Health Insurance
Exchange. Fortunately this was discovered by sharp eyed activists, was exposed and rejected by
Oklahomans and ultimately Oklahoma legislators. In April of 2011, this push back also led to
Governor Fallin returning 53 million in federal funds for the creation of the Health Insurance
Exchange.  Insurance Commissioner John Doak returned another one million dollars as well.
 
 When SB 1629 went to committee a few weeks back I had my own "fast and curiously furious"
going, I wanted to find out which rocks voted for the Exchange. My first call to all nine of the
committee members was on February 27th, 2012 and it went something like this.
 
Six had their answering machines pick up the phone.
 
One, I couldn't leave a message because it was full.
 
One I talked to actually knew how the Senator voted.
 
Another I talked to did not know how the Senator voted.
 
So.. I called back on February 28th. I got four messages. This time Bingman’s office answered and
told me he is for the Exchange and said it was to keep Obama Care out of Oklahoma. She also said
he was not in the committee. I asked her how the Exchange would keep it out when Obama Care
mandates were setting it up? 
 
I didn't get an answer….
 
I was able to talk to Senator Russell's office and she did not know how he voted. I asked for a call
once she had found out how he had voted and left my name and number. Once again armed and
amazed with my ESP capabilities, I knew I would not get a phone call back. 
 
Today is March 28th, a whole month gone by and as of yet no phone call from Russell's office. I
called back. I found out the "regular person" was out in February and now it is "really busy" and
"crazy times". Boy howdy, I'm busy trying to get answers and it is for sure crazy trying to pass a
bill like this. She didn't know how Senator Russell voted but took my name and number and said
she would call me back today...which she did and was very pleasant about it. The interesting part
of the conversation was his reasoning conveyed to her as to why he said he had voted for the bill: 
 
 “It needed to get out of committee to be worked on.”
 
The majority of Oklahomans like the majority of Americans are adamantly opposed to a federal
takeover of their health care but....our rocks in the box don't care and keep pushing forward no
matter what we say or do.
 
It is a pitiful affair when you can't get a person to answer the phone and if you do, most of the
time they can't answer your question(s). This surely prompts the caller to "fa-git-a-bout-it" or
creates more time spent trying to find out how they are voting for us.
 
Either outcome makes me wonder why this process is justified and I am left with a "tude". When
you treat people as if they don't matter, I find it hard to comprehend how their paychecks are
justified.
 
If you had doubt, you now know that they are proof of exactly how dumb a box of rocks really is. I
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wonder if they know what a board stretcher is and how long it would take to figure it out and let
you know.? Our tax dollars at work!
 
 
 

 
Lee Denney, AKA “Little Smokies” or  

"Jabba the Hut"
How Can a Representative of the Pipeline Capitol of the World

Fail to Tell the President that We Don't Need Any Red Tape Cut?
By. R. H.

 
I cannot explain what was going on in Representative Denny’s mind when she met the President.
I’m sure she felt honor in having been the only state elected official being there to greet him, as
well she should. She was representing her district in that regard. Having been a life time resident
of Cushing though, she should know that there are few things needed from the federal government
regarding the construction of the southern end of the Keystone pipeline that have not already been
achieved. In fact I would not be surprised if the one clearance needed from the feds, the
Environmental impact statement, has already been completed and approved.
 
Now Mrs. Denny has chosen a hard profession for a career. She is a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.
I don’t envy her some of the hours she must work. I’m sure she finds it to be a very rewarding
profession. It’s also one of independence. That is why I am surprised to see her going along with
the dictatorial powers of Speaker Steele by not signing HB 1004 which would allow the voices of
many of her fellow Representative to be heard in committee, not just those that support the
Speaker. Now I understand that she holds her current position as Chair of the Appropriations and
Budget, Education Sub Committee, and that position would be in jeopardy if she were to go
against the speaker, but such are the dangers that come with leadership. Let’s take a look at her
record.
 
Representative Denny appears to be a mediocre to average legislator. In 2011 she submitted 10
bills and 4 House Resolutions for consideration. Of those all 4 House Resolutions where passed.
They were resolutions honoring individual players and the head coach of the Oklahoma State
University football team. 4 bills died in committee, 2 died on the house floor, 1 died in Senate
committee, 1 died in Conference committee and 2 became law.
 
Her efforts in 2012 aren’t looking much better. She submitted 8 bills and 1 House Resolution. Of
those the House Resolution has not even been assigned to a committee. On the bills 1 is in
committee, 1 is on the House floor, 1 is in Senate committee, 4 have been approved to advance to
the Senate floor and 1 has been laid over.
 
Some of her public statements are a little questionable, if not well meaning. All these statements
were obtained from here state website. On April 26, 2011 she released a statement regarding the
approval by the House of the Scholarship Act for Needy Children. This is a notable and credible
accomplishment, but recent court rulings have held acts such as these unconstitutional.
 
On May 2, 2011 she released a statement regarding the schools in Oklahoma. A bill was passed
and signed into law that now grades the schools on a scale similar to the one students get. This
grade is to be accomplished by the Department of Education. The current chaos at the DOE is
likely to see this requirement fail to be accomplished.
 
On February 13, 2012 she released a statement regarding the committee vote to approve
Innocence Investigations. This bill would authorize the OSBI to collaborate with higher education
institutions or agencies to investigate possible innocence of incarcerated individuals. In other
words we would be setting up our own Innocence Project.
 
On March 13, 2012 she released a statement regarding the passage in the House of HB 2641. This
bill sets up an evidence-based counseling curriculum for schools by the Office of Juvenile Affairs
and the Oklahoma Association of Youth Services. This bill is dangerous. It is an ever expanding
bill that could place the entire counseling system under their control. What were they thinking?
 
The following information was obtained from www.votesmart.org. We’ll start with the Political
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Courage test. Oops I forgot she doesn’t have any political courage. She has repeatedly refused to
answer the questions posed in the political courage test regarding where she stands on the
issues. I don’t know about you, but I kind of like the idea of knowing where my Representative
stands on the issues.
 
Now let’s take a look at her voting record.
 
March 14, 2006 HB 2608End of Instruction Test-Yea-Liberal
March 15, 2006 HB 3120 Tort Reform-Yea-Liberal
April 17, 2007 SB 507 Comprehensive Tort Reform-Yea-Liberal
April 17, 2008 SB 1819 Tax Rebates for Sport Franchises-Yea-Liberal
May 12, 2008 HB 2458 Professional Malpractice Lawsuits-Conservative
March 4, 2009 HB 1603 Tort Law Amendments-Yea- Liberal
April 21, 2009 SB 315 Top Marginal Income Tax Rate-Yea-Liberal
February 4, 2010 HB 2430 Space Industry Development Authority-Yea-Liberal
 
We could go on, but I think I’ve made my point. She hasn’t met a tort reform bill she doesn’t like,
even though they work against the people. She has all the indications of being a RINO Republican.
 
Next we’ll cover her ratings by interest groups. Remember the higher the ratings by business
groups means the more pro-business, less supportive of her individual constituents.
 
Business and Consumers
 
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development-Position on Pro-Business Policy 83%
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development-Lifetime Score 90%
2009 OKWatchdog-Position on Consumer and Patient Advocacy 58%
2009 Research Institute for Economic Development-Cumulative Score 96%
2008 Oklahoma Center for Consumer and Patient Safety 71%
2008 Research Institute for Economic Development-Position on Pro-Business Policy 94%
 
I could go on, but I’ve proved my point. She is consistently high on pro-business advocacy and
consistently low on consumer and patient advocacy. She’s looking out for her own business
interest not those of her constituents.
 
Environmental Issues
 
2010 Oklahoma Sierra Club 50%
2009 Oklahoma Sierra Club 75%
 
One would think that as a veterinarian she would be more concerned with environmental issues.
This could be because of her support of the oil and gas industry in her district.
 
Family and Children Issues
 
2008 Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 100%
2007 Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 80%
 
 
Senior and Social Security Issues
 
2006 Oklahoma Aging Partnership 83%
2005 Oklahoma Aging Partnership 90%
 
Those are the latest figures available to me, and the trend downward. That is disturbing.
 
Over all the Issue groups do indicate a lean towards business over the individual. Nothing in these
reports shows me where she has fought for the little guy.
 
Next we’ll take a look at her campaign finances. This information covers the 2010 campaign
season and was obtained from www.FollowTheMoney.org. This should prove to be interesting. This
lady has a rather large war chest. Here’s how it looks.
 
Balance forwarded $129,192.00
Health $ 8,550.00
Government Agencies/Education/Others $ 4,100.00
Energy and Natural Resources $ 3,450.00
Labor $ 2,500.00
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate $ 2,250.00
Lawyers and Lobbyist $ 1,950.00
Construction $ 500.00
General Business $ 500.00
Communications and Electronics $ 350.00
Agriculture $ 100.00
Uncoded $ 100.00
Total $151,291.00
 
Now for a district that’s largest city is Cushing itself, that’s a lot of money. Her district also covers
Perkins and Langston, but does not cover Guthrie or Stillwater. Let’s dig a little deeper and see
what we find.
 
Public Sector Unions $2,500.00
 
Now Unions who donate money to a politician usually are looking for something in return. I wonder
if that is the case here. Her previous voting record on collective bargaining for city employees,
except firefighters and police, would indicate no.
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Cherokee Nation $2,000.00
Choctaw Nation $1,500.00
Osage Nation Executive Branch $ 200.00
Total $3,700.00
 
I see here that she is a member of the club that will take money from the Tribal Governments that
had hoped to negotiate with the state over water rights. Again the state just wants to legislate the
water into state control. Despite what you here on radio and television, the water right belong to
the Native American Tribes by treaty. This is an out and out attempt by liberal politicians and
organizations funded by groups like Media Matters to strip Native Americans of what is theirs by
treaty. I am not a Native American, but I do believe we should live up to our Treaty obligations.
 
Now let’s look at what was reported to the ethics commission. Nowhere could I find where the
campaign carried over $129,192.00 from previous campaigns. The highest amount I found was
$62,293.28. This discrepancy needs to be explained. We would welcome an explanation from
Representative Denny, or her campaign.
 
Representative Denny’s voting record labels her as a RINO Republican. Taking donations from
public sector unions puts her further in the camp of big government, liberal politicians. With this
record it’s easy to see why she hasn’t signed HB 1004. It would facilitate her fall from grace with
Speaker Steele. Little does she care that the voices of millions of Oklahomans are being silenced
by the Speaker, by his directing that the bills of his none supporters not be heard in committee.
It’s time you did something for the people of Oklahoma. It’s time to sign HB 1004. It’s time to show
you care about the people of Oklahoma.
 
 

 
No, it wouldn't be like this at all, think Homer Simpson and Barney Frank

 
A Constitutional Convention This Late in the Game?  

A Con-Con?   Are You Nuts?
 By R. H.

 
Now I am sure that Senators Russell, Ivester and Breechen and Representative Osborn are all
well-meaning calling for a federal Constitutional Convention. There reason as stated in SB 1903,
which you can read here. 
 
Constitutional Conventions are said to be “limiting the convention to proposal for amendment to
the United States Constitution to require state legislative approval for increase in federal debt”.
Me, I personally feel that an increase in the National Debt should be put up to a vote of the people.
 
What are you guys nuts? Citing a legal scholar if I may:
 
 “I have also repeatedly given my opinion that there is no effective way to limit or muzzle the
actions of a Constitutional Convention. The Convention could make its own rules and set its own
agenda. Congress might try to limit the Convention to one amendment or to one issue, but there is
no way to assure that the Convention would obey. After a Convention is convened, it will be too
late to stop the Convention if we don’t like its agenda. The meeting in 1787 ignored the limit
placed by the Confederation Congress “for the sole and express purpose.”
 
Some of you may have guessed which legal scholar I’m talking about, and most of you haven’t got
a clue. His name is Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Warren Burger.
 
Another danger you have discounted is the delegates to the convention. Most, if not all sitting
members of the House and Senate will want to be delegates. Are you aware that that includes a
staggering near 39% of Democrats that also belong to the National Democratic Socialist Party?  
We aren’t talking about conservative Oklahoma Democrats, we are talking about Barney Frank and
Nancy Pelosi!   Do you want that many dedicated, influential socialist running around the
convention? We’re talking Socialist like Senator Bernie Sanders and Congressman Conyers. Let’s
not forget all the union thugs that will be brought to the convention. Most of them believe in the
socialist movement also. This could swell their ranks to near 50 percent. Then what kind of
Constitution are we going to have left?
 
What is wrong with a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution? Sure, I know all the
arguments. It’s been tried. We can’t get it passed. Well you are wrong. If nothing else, President
Obama has given us that. He has brought this country to a Constitutional crisis over the debt and
it must be addressed. A balanced budget amendment is the only legitimate way to address the
issue head on and still leave a future for our children. Several things need to be addressed by this
November though right here in our state.
 
Part of the problem lies with our representation in Washington D. C. Although we will soon have a
new Representative in District 2 to replace Representative Boren, Mr. Boren will not be missed. He
consistently rated at 50% or below on the conservative scale. Representatives Lucas and Cole
also need to go. They are RINO Republicans from the word go. They don’t rate much better than
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Mr. Boren coming in at a consistent 60% conservative rating. Representatives Lankford and
Sullivan do better, but could still improve. They consistently score an 80% on the conservative
scale. What would be wrong with our state legislature calling these individuals in for a live joint
session dressing down by the house and senate?
 
In 1983 32 of the required 34 states signed on for a Constitutional Convention. Since then, several
other states have considered, but rejected the idea due to the risk. Since then most states
including Oklahoma have rescinded their applications for a Constitutional Convention. That
resolution, SJR-11, was signed by Governor Brad Henry.
 
I guess what is most disappointing is that this isn’t even an original thought. This agenda is being
pushed by the Texas based RestoringFreedom.org and the Pheonix, Arizona based Goldwater
Institute. A similar bill was passed earlier in North Dakota and to  date it is the only bill calling for
a Constitutional Convention to be passed. We shouldn’t let this be the second.
 
For you three Senators and the Representative, who wrote or sponsored this bill, shame on you.
Inadequate preparation is no excuse for putting your name on legislation that could bring this
country to her knees. For you that sit on the Judiciary and Appropriations Committees, shame on
you for letting this out of committee. For you 27 Senators who voted Yea on this bill shame on you
also for not doing your homework before voting on a measure that has this potential. For you 16
Senators who voted Nay, Congratulations for seeing the dangers in this bill.
 
For you members of the House Judiciary Committee, pay heed to the words in this article. They
will serve you well. Don’t let this bill out of committee. For all House members don’t let this bill
see the light of day. Vote No on this dangerous and insidious piece of legislation.
 
 

Action Alert!
 
 
To all readers of this newsletter, no matter how strongly you feel we need a Constitutional
Convention, trust me when I say now is not the time. I urge you to call your Representatives office
and urge them to vote no. Remember call early and call often.  The Senate and House emails are
at the end of these newsletters.
 
 

 
Rub-a-Dub Dub, Look Who's in the Tub

By Ms PM
 
 

 
"As far as we know in the year 1492 the first "Holocaust" began against a race of people that were
on this land for millenniums. Treaties made in good faith, are not honored, and still being broken.
Indian land and sacred ground, including burial grounds, are still being desecrated and taken away
at the discretion of the American Government. And who is the American Government....WE ARE
SUPPOSE TO BE! I hope this makes you stop and think!"
 
Source
 
 
Tribal rights are a complex issue and frankly, when one looks back at history the victor of a
struggle usually controlled the territory with little regard for the conquered people.  When land has
changed hands multiple times throughout history, at what point do you stop when you go back to
make whole those that once controlled the land?  When one discusses Tribal treaties here in
America in general it is understandable that a winner take all attitude took hold, indeed when you
think about what tribe pushed another tribe off  what section of land or exterminated another tribe
to get their land, sorting out exactly who owns what becomes futile.  That said, Oklahoma is a
very different situation.
 
Oklahoma was created as the dumping grounds for American Indians.  Yes, many of the tribes did
side against the federal government during various wars and were defeated and the surviving tribe
members were sent to Oklahoma.   A hundred years earlier these people would have been simply
massacred so I suppose sending them to Oklahoma to wither away was an improvement in the
humanity of our government.  Regardless of the motivations and ethics, treaties were struck with
defeated tribes or in some cases, friendly tribes that had been on our side in the wars, and the
Indians were hustled off to Oklahoma.  Therein lies the problem for corrupt Oklahoma politicians,
there are treaties to consider when dealing with public issues in Oklahoma.  Issues of laws that
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must be properly adjudicated, not just swept away because those in power wish to line their
pockets.
 
 
This topic was covered in a story written about HB 2552 regarding water rights. At that time a few
red flags popped up about the possible correlation between the bill and a lawsuit on Native
American water rights. Well...finding a website that now encourages citizens to sign a petition to
"save Oklahoma water" reinforces the gut feeling I had in the original story. I have no doubt that
our elected and apparently corrupt officials are trying to pit citizens against the tribes. It certainly
appears that Oklahoma government has learned a few things about class warfare from the big
house on the big hill.
 
Here is the site to look at. http://www.ouroklahomaourwater.com/
This is what the petition states:  
 
Support our efforts by signing the petition!
“I stand alongside Governor Fallin and my fellow Oklahomans in holding that all of our state’s
surface waters must continue to be maintained and managed by the state for the benefit of all
Oklahomans, present and future, and strongly oppose the federal court lawsuit initiated by the
Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes in an attempt to gain a large and inequitable share of this
invaluable resource.”
 
To me, this statement insinuates that because the tribes want this negotiated with them, as it
should be, they are not being included as "fellow Oklahomans." So I guess it really doesn't matter
that there is a treaty? What a bunch of arrogant blowhards!
 
In the "facts" section from ouroklahomaourwater.com it states:
 
“The Chickasaw and Choctaw suit threatens the water rights of Oklahoma citizens”
 
 That's odd...it seems the tribes have been very concerned for a long time and to hear the
Governor and Speaker chirping away you would think just the opposite. It appears there might be
a bit of "the pot calling the kettle black going on here."
 
The Choctaw website states:
 
  
“Because sustainable management of our water resources is imperative for the progress and
prosperity of all Oklahomans, we have worked diligently to establish a working relationship with
the state on this issue. Unfortunately, our efforts have been unsuccessful, leaving us no realistic
alternative to legal action.”
 
Tribal efforts for negotiations have been in the making for at least a decade in this scheme of
things.
 
"Three years ago the Chickasaw Nation sent a letter to then Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry and
Oklahoma Water Resources Board Executive Director Duane Smith. That letter, dated June 10,
2008, expressed support for Oklahoma’s effort to update the water plan but also communicated
the critical concern that the effort had excluded government-to-government dialogue between the
state and tribes. Without such dialogue, the Nation said, the State’s water planning would be
inadequate and flawed."
 
Offering no meaningful response, the State never took steps to engage substantively with the
Nations on the subject. Now that the Fallin/Steele brood have waltzed in and deemed this situation
as one that needs to be addressed, there isn't much they won't do to convince the public that they
need our help to put pressure on the tribes. How does that famous D.C. saying go? Never let a
good crisis go to waste?
 
Stephen Greetham, counsel for the Chickasaw Nation, said that action was filed to protect tribal
water rights against one-sided action by the state of Oklahoma.
 
 “The Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations hold treaties with the United States that secure prior and
paramount rights to the ownership and management of water resources throughout their territory,”
said Greetham. 
 
The states formation of a water committee is another indication of disregard for tribal rights. This
tactic may be similar to a buffalo stampede.
 
“The Choctaw Nation is committed to protecting and preserving the sustainability of water in
Southeast Oklahoma and the rest of the state. We will continue to seek a resolution that works for
all of us, and I have faith that through the Court, we can reach a decision that is fair, meaningful,
and serves the best interest of all Oklahomans.”
 
But...the haughty bunch of RINO leaders at the Capitol  just might not want the court to get
involved. They may get caught with their panties are down around their ankles.
 
This article states:
 
  “The lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court seeks to stop the Oklahoma Water Resources Board from
selling its water storage rights to Sardis Lake to the Oklahoma City Water Utility Trust. The trust
is seeking a water-use permit that would grant it the right to annually withdraw water from the
reservoir, which is located within the territories of both tribes.”
 
The Water Resources Board and its members, Gov. Mary Fallin and the Oklahoma City Water Utility
Trust are among the defendants named in the lawsuit. In Governor Fallin’s statement a while back
she had stated how committed she was to developing a water policy that serves the needs of all
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Oklahomans. Typical of her to set it up so it appears she is the great master-baiter of this
concocted "see how great I am... again" episode of "bend over baby." Does anyone know that
tune?
 
So...there you have it folks...another wild ride on the spin-o-rama. You decide.
 
 
 

 
That is one bad toupee

 
What is That Stench?  Corruption at the

Grand River Dam Authority
Did Dr. Cox Prescribe a Political Fix for

His Cronies Financial Difficulties?
R. H.

 
Ever been down along the Arkansas River after a spring flood?   Lots of rotting fish, mainly carp
and gar, that got caught in fences or in puddles, along with a stench of rotting fish.   The same
odor wafts from Republican Representative Doug Cox.  One can only speculate as to the reason for
Representative Cox’s refusal  to sign HB 1004. I fear it has to do with greed, power and the
influence he currently enjoys under the leadership, or lack thereof, of Speaker Steele. I know that
all the favor he thinks he has curried from the Speaker has still resulted in him being a mediocre
legislator. That doesn’t say much for the lack of respect he lost by his actions. Let’s take a look at
his record.
 
One of the public statements he is proud enough to list on his web site is the October 14, 2011
statement praising the hiring of former Representative Dan Sullivan as the Grand River Damn
Authority boss. You remember Dan Sullivan. He’s the guy who cheated on his wife, got a second
mortgage on his house against a court order, abused his wife and lied about how many  guns he
owned when the police investigated her dissappearance. Now this same guy is in charge of the
Grand River Damn Authority and Dr. Cox is praising him for it. That sounds a little fishy to me.
 
Dr. Cox’s legislative record is not that impressive. In 2011 he submitted 13 bills and 6 House Joint
Resolutions for consideration. Of those 7 bills died in committee, 2 died on the floor 1 died in the
Senate and three passed into law. Of the 6 House Joint Resolutions, all died in committee. The
three bills that passed into law all had to do with health care.
 
In 2012 he submitted 14 bills, 1 House Concurrent Resolution; I house Joint Resolution and 1
House Resolution for consideration. Of those 9 bills are still in committee, 4 are in Senate
committees and 1 is on the Senate floor. The House Concurrent Resolution is in a Senate
committee, the House Joint Resolution is on the House floor.
 
Now the House Resolution was submitted on February 22, 2011. It has not been read on the floor
yet, nor assigned to a committee. You can read the resolution here.   
 
 This resolution praises the Muslim Republic of Turkey.   All part of a plan to curry favor with
Mulslim extremists and gather political donations.  I smell a RINO in the crowd.
 
So what does his voting record look like? This information comes from www.votesmart.org.
Feb. 23, 2006 HB 2496 Info. Requirement Prior to an Abortion – Nay
Feb. 23, 2006 HB 2369 Parental Written Consent Requirement for Minors Abortion – Nay
Mar. 7, 2006 HB 2138 Release From School to Attend Religious Instruction – Nay
Mar. 14, 2006 HB 2608 End of Instruction Test – Yea
Mar. 15, 2007 HB 1317 Ban on State Participation Regarding Abortion – Nay
April 3, 2007 SB 714 Ban on State Funded Abortions - Nay
May 14, 2007 SB 139 State Funded Abortion Ban – Nay
Mar. 12, 2008 HB 2628 Parental Consent for Sex Education – Nay
April 17, 2008 SB 1819 Tax Rebates for Sports Franchises – Yea
May 12, 2008 HB 2458 Professional Malpractice Lawsuits – Yea
Mar. 4, 2009 HB 1603 Tort Law Amendments – Yea
April 23, 2009 HB 1326 Ban on Certain Types of Stem Cells – Nay
Feb. 4, 2010 HB 2430 2010-2011 Space Industry Development Authority Budget – Yea
 
As you can tell, he didn’t do much to protect parental rights, the rights of the injured or the state
coffers. This is typical of the big government, liberal mentality.
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Next we’ll take a look at his political courage. Oops I forgot. He hasn’t got any political courage. It
seems the good Doctor doesn’t want to let his constituents know where he stands on the issues.
This is also a favorite tactic of liberal politicians. What’s the matter Doc? Are you afraid people
will see you for who you really are?
 
Now we’ll take a look at how the interest groups see him. This should be interesting.  Remember
that the high RIED scores below mean that he is a tool of corporate welfare supporters.
 
Consumer and Business
 
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development – Position on Pro Business Policy                     
80%
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development – Lifetime Score                                                      
85%
2009 OKWatchdog – Position on Consumer and Patient Advocacy                                                            
64%
2009 Research Institute for Economic Development – Cumulative
Score                                                                86%
2008 Oklahoma Center for Consumer and Patient
Safety                                                                                               68%
 
It’s obvious here. It’s also disgraceful that a Doctor would receive such low marks in consumer
and patient advocacy. Clearly he is pulling for big business.
 
Government Reform
 
2003 Oklahoma Libertarian
Party                                                                                                                               40%
 
Gun Issues
 
2010 NRA Victory Fund – B
2008 NRA Victory Fund – B
2006 NRA Victory Fund –A
2004 NRA Victory Fund – 83%
 
These are a little more believable.
 
Senior and Social Security Issues
 
2006 Oklahoma Aging Partnership – 83%
2005 Oklahoma Aging Partnership – 89%
 
The trend here is downward. One would think that as a Doctor he would pay more attention to the
needs of seniors and ways to keep them healthy.
 
Next up is campaign finances. You must understand that Mr. Cox represents Delaware and Mayes
Counties in Eastern Oklahoma. From looking at the map, the largest town in the two counties is
Grove, Oklahoma. That will give you some background when we look at his campaign finances.
 
Representative Cox has built himself a very hefty war chest. I’d dare say he could run his next two
campaigns without the need to raise any additional funding. Here is what the 2010 campaign
season looked like. This information was obtained from www.FollowTheMoney.org.
 
Balance Forwarded                                                                                                                        
$101,782.00
Health                                                                                                                                                   $ 
16,500.00
Government Agencies/Education/Others                                                                            $    4,150.00
Lawyers and Lobbyist                                                                                                                     $   
2,200.00
General Business                                                                                                                             $   
2,100.00
Uncoded                                                                                                                                             $   
1,300.00
Labor                                                                                                                                                     $   
1,200.00
Energy and Natural Resources                                                                                                   $    1,100.00
Agriculture                                                                                                                                          $   
1,050.00
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate                                                                                          $    1,000.00
Communications and Electronics                                                                                               $       550.00
Total                                                                                                                                                     
$132,932.00
 
That’s a lot of money for a campaign in those two counties. Whoever looks to unseat him better be
well organized and well-funded. Let’s dig a little deeper into his campaign finances. Three Native
American Tribes donated to his campaign they and their amounts are as follows.
 
Choctaw Nation                                                                                                                                             
$2,500.00
 
Chickasaw Nation                                                                                                                            $1,000.00
Osage Nation                                                                                                                                     $   200.00
 
This tells me that the good Doctor is part of that group of legislators that is accepting
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contributions from these tribes but have no intentions of ever negotiating for water rights.
Speaking of water rights, although under the control of the Grand River Damn Authority, do you
know who actually owns the water rights to the area? Primarily the Cherokee Nation and Creek
Nation own the water rights. Do they plan to fight them also?
 
Although there is room for legitimate reasons for his closeness with the Grand River Damn
Authority boss, but for the life of me, I can’t think of any. I for one wouldn’t want to be associated
with an individual who allegedly treated his former spouse the way he did. But it is typical of
liberal politicians to hold crooks and adulterers in high esteem.
 
Mr. Cox the best thing you can do at this point is sign HB 1004. Granted you will lose some of the
power and privileges you currently enjoy, but just think of the increase in respect you’ll achieve by
finally allowing the voices of millions of your fellow Oklahoman’s to finally be heard.
 
 
 

 
 

GROOMING HIS REPLACEMENT
REPRESENTATIVE CASEY TROTS OUT HIS YOUNG PUP TO

DEFEND HIM
R. H.

 
In response to an article written by me that appeared in our newsletter of March 25, 2012, we
received the following email from Mr. Heath Casey:
 
From: Heath Casey
Date: Mon, Mar 26, 2012 at 10:13 AM
Subject: Rep. Casey
To: soonerteaparty@gmail.com

Sooner Tea Party (R.H.),
I really wish that you would have researched your article on my father in your recent newsletter a
little more. There are a couple misleading and errant things that could have been easily prevented
if you would have only read the actual bill or asked questions. I know my father's door and phone
are always open.
 
My father does come from a background in education. He has worked his whole life as a teacher,
coach and administrator. He nor my mother ever joined the NEA or the OEA. Instead of posing the
question and leaving it open ended to insinuate the worst, why did you not just ask? It is so
frustrating when liberal outfits like Media Matters use these techniques to mislead, but when we
on the right do it to our very own I am dumbfounded.
 
I also wish you would actually read the bill he wrote that passed into law regarding OHLAP. My
father actually made changes to the program to save the state money. Students who receive the
scholarship who either fail a course or drop out have to pay that money back to the state. It was
not increased funding as you put it.
 
I am proud of the fact that my father went out of his way to teach me growing up about liberty,
freedom, and our very special and unique form of government. He was and is passionate about it.
You cannot imagine my irony to see those with which we have the most in common attacking my
father the most.
 
I wish the writer (R.H.) that actually calls my father a disgrace would actually go visit him in his
office and talk to him. Have an honest and open conversation and really discuss issues and ideas.
Ask him about the people in his district that he represents, about his years in education and his
thoughts on government. On the other hand, it is much easier to harbor vitriol against someone
you do not know.
 
"A building has integrity just like a man. And just as seldom." - Ayn Rand
 
Heath W. Casey
 
For privacy reasons, I have chosen to omit Mr. Casey’s email address and phone number.
 
There is nothing misleading in my article. If you would have completed your research before flying
off the handle, you would have realized that prior to Oklahoma becoming a Right-to-Work State, as
an educator your father paid dues to the OEA as the law required. It is also as an educator that
they would expect some of their radicalism to have rubbed off on him, and it apparently has. It is
also a Media Matters technique to use a sibling to help get their parent out of something.
 
Your father may have taught you about liberty, freedom and our very special and unique form of
government. Tell me did those lessons include how to co-op a Tea Party Group? How to rig a straw
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poll or even how if you can’t dazzle them with your brilliance, you baffle them with you bull s_ _t? If
they did, you’ve still got a lot to learn.
 
I have no need to call your fathers office. Any Republican that takes money for their campaign
from the likes of an A.C.O.R.N. spinoff called the Oklahoma Association of Community Action
Agencies is a RINO. In case you don’t know what that means, it’s an abbreviation for Republican in
Name Only.
 
You also mentioned your dad’s bill on OHLAP. I did read the bill. Unlike the intentions of the bill,
there is no enforcement arm. The entire OHLAP should be scrubbed and re-written from the
beginning with some teeth in the enforcement arm. That’s the problem with liberal politicians.
They are under the misguided belief that words are enforcement.
 
Now let’s take a look at your dad’s voting record
 
HB 1595 911 Tax-Yea-2 times-Liberal Bill
HB 1397 Public Health and Safety -Yea-3 times- a Conservative Bill
HB 1647 Crimes and Punishment-Lifetime Concealed Carry for members of the Armed Force-
                Yea-3 times and Nay- twice. A conservative Bill.
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum Taxes-Ballot Initiative-Yea-a Conservative Bill
HB 1593 Cities and towns Collective Bargaining- Didn’t go far enough-left the bargaining for
firefighters and police intact making it a liberal bill-yea-3times
HB 2130 Obamacare-Yea-3times, Nay once a liberal bill.
SB 331 Raised the number of people required to report fraud-Yea-2 times, Nay once
SB 160 Motor Vehicle Racing Act-Yea once-Nay once –left leaning bill
SB 216 Creating Task Force, Distribution of Municipal Sales Tax Yea twice-Liberal bill
HB 2131 Soft on Crime –Yea twice-Liberal Bill
HB 1446 Immigration- Yea once-Nay twice. Conservative Bill. Voted Yea after enforcement was
eased making his vote a liberal vote.
HB 2171 Transportation Finance-Yea 5 times left leaning bill
HB 1953 Economic Development-creating Oklahoma Quick Action Closing Fund-The Governors
Slush Fund- Yea 11 times-Nay 3 times. All three Nay votes were on Motions to Table. Liberal Bill.
HB 1990 Transportation and Regional Economic Development Authorities-Yea twice Tax Increase
Bill-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Incentive Act -3 times-Paying to bring jobs here-Liberal bill.
 
Those are just the bills we tracked. Your father repeatedly voted a majority of the time for the
liberal position on bills. That makes him a RINO.
 
You and your father cannot come close to teaching me about this country and the form of
government. I first swore an Oath of Allegiance to this Great Nation forty two years ago. That oath
took me through two tours of duty as an infantryman in Vietnam. I live by that Oath today. I also
notice a lack of any military service in your father’s biography. That indicates one of two things.
He either did not serve or he is ashamed of his service. The first one is acceptable but only barely
in my book. The second is completely unacceptable. I have no knowledge of your service, nor do I
wish to intrude on the life of a private citizen. Only you can put yourself out there for now, but I do
have ways.
 
 

 
 
 

Where Do RINOs Come From?
Bureaucracies and Big Cities

 
By R. H.

 
Wouldn’t you know it Representative Cooksey comes from both.  A former Deputy Chief of Staff,
Lieutenant Governor’s Office and a resident of Oklahoma County. She claims a profession in the Oil
and Gas Industry and as a Realtor. We’ll see later on where that presents a conflict of interest in
her duties within the House of Representatives.
 
Representative Cooksey sits on the Health and Social Services Committee as Vice-Chair, Energy
and Utility Regulation Committee, Higher Education and Career Tech Committee and the Judiciary
Committee. It is the Energy and Utility Regulation Committee that creates the conflict of interest.
As she admits working in the Oil and Gas Industry, she should not be sitting on a committee
responsible for writing regulations for that industry. In fact she should not vote on any floor vote
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regarding regulations on the oil and gas industry. To do otherwise is a conflict of interest. The only
reason she is allowed to do so, is because she has the protection of Speaker Steele.
 
Now let’s take a look at her legislative career. By any standards she is a sub-standard legislator.
She has accomplished virtually nothing for her constituents. In 2011 she submitted 4 bills and 1
House Joint Resolution for consideration. Of those 2 bills died in committee 2 bills and the
resolution died on the House floor.
 
In 2012 she isn’t doing much better. She submitted 5 bills and a House Joint Resolution for
consideration. Of those the 5 bills are still in committee. The House Joint Resolution failed. That
doesn’t say much for someone with her experience does it.
 
Now let’s take a look at some of the key votes that she has made. This information was obtained
from www.votesmart.org. I think this will enlighten you as to her character.
 
March 14, 2006 HB 2475 Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act                                           
Nay
March 14, 2006 HB2608 End of Instruction
Test                                                                                                   Yea
March 15, 2006 HB 3120 Tort Reform (Limits on
amounts)                                                                              Yea
April 17, 2007 SB 507 Comprehensive Tort Reform (limits on Amounts)                                                  
Yea
April 17, 2008 SB 1819 Tax Rebate for Sport Franchises (picking winners &
Losers)                              Yea
May 12, 2008 HB 2458 Professional Malpractice Lawsuits (Limits) Veto override failed                     
Yea
March 4, 2009 HB 1603 Tort Law Amendments
(Limits)                                                                                    Yea
May 4, 2010 HB 3354 Concealed and Unconcealed Weapons Guidelines                                                
Nay
 
I want you to remember the vote on Concealed and unconcealed weapons guidelines. When we
discuss Interest group ratings, see if it makes any since for the NRA’s rating? It sure doesn’t to
me.
 
Next we would normally discuss political courage. In this case Representative Cooksey has
decided that her constituents don’t need to know where she stands on the issues important to
them. This gives her a O% in the political courage index. Nothing like pulling the wool over their
eyes is there. I know if you can’t dazzle them with your brilliance, you’ll baffle them with your bull
s _ _t.
 
Now we are going to cover interest group ratings. Some of these are no surprise, some are. I can’t
help but wish that these will effect campaign donations in the future.  As always, high rankings
from RIED means you do not represent your constituents but believe in corporate welfare.
 
Business and Consumers
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development-Positions on Pro-Business Policy                     
58%
2010 Research Institute for Economic Development-Lifetime Score                                                         
84%
2009 OKWatchdog Position on Consumer and Patient
Advocacy                                                                 59%
2008 Oklahoma Center for Consumer and Patient
Safety                                                                                               68%
2008 Research Institute for Economic Development-Position on Pro-Business Policy                       
89%
 
As you can tell, she shows a continued decline in her position for pro-business related legislation.
This is a stand typically taken by liberal Democrats and RINO Republicans. Her positions on
Consumer and Patient Safety and Advocacy are abhorrent.
 
Family and Children Issues
 
2008 Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy-Positions on Child and Youth Issues                               
            100%
2007 Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy- Positions on Child and Youth
Issues                                               70%
 
These positions are a little on the odd side when you consider that in 2006 she voted against the
Unattended Children in Motor Vehicle Safety Act. There is nothing in the legislative record to
indicate a change that would warrant these high marks.
 
Gun Issues
 
2010 NRA Victory
Fund                                                                                                                                                  A
2008 NRA Victory
Fund                                                                                                                                                  A
2006 NRA Victory
Fund                                                                                                                                                  A
2004 NRA Victory
Fund                                                                                                                                                  92%
 
Notice the 2010 Victory fund rated her an A. This is remarkable since the only bill to come up for a
vote was the Concealed and Unconcealed Weapons Guidelines bill in which she voted no. How can
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the NRA support her after that kind of vote with an A? This goes to show you why the
endorsement of the NRA has become meaningless.
 
Health Issues
 
2009 OKWatchdog Position on Consumer and Patient
Advocacy                                                                 59%
2008 Oklahoma Center for Consumer and Patient
Safety                                                                                               68%
 
If you need any proof that she cares for no one but herself, this is it. One would think that above
all else they would care for the patients, but not her.
 
Senior and Social Security Issues
 
2006 Oklahoma Aging
Partnership                                                                                                                            83%
2005 Oklahoma Aging
Partnership                                                                                                                            90%
 
These are the only two years available. The trend doesn’t look good. One would think she would
consider her own age when it came to this subject, but apparently she doesn’t.  I suppose she
“has hers” and everyone else can look out for themselves….
 
Now we get to Campaign Finances. The time covered is the 2010 campaign. The information was
obtained from www.FollowTheMoney.org.
 
Balance Forwarded                                                                                                                                        
$33,064.00
Health                                                                                                                                                                  
$  9,925.00
Energy & Natural Resources                                                                                                                        $ 
7,500.00
Government Agencies/Education/Others                                                                                            $ 
3,360.00
General Business                                                                                                                                            
$  1,650.00
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate                                                                                                          $ 
1,600.00
Uncoded                                                                                                                                                            
$  1,450.00
Lawyers and Lobbyist                                                                                                                                    
$  1,350.00
Party                                                                                                                                                                    
$  1,000.00
Ideology/Single Issue                                                                                                                                    
$     500.00
Construction                                                                                                                                                     
$     200.00
Labor                                                                                                                                                                    
$     200.00
Total                                                                                                                                                                     
$61,799.00
 
That’s not much money for a race in Oklahoma County. She must not have had a viable challenger
in the past.  But that has changed this year.   Let’s dig a little deeper into this report and see what
we find.
 
Some of her biggest donations come from fields that she helps write the regulations for. She also
works in one of these industries. This definitely leaves one to believe that the industry is trying to
buy some favoritism in the committee that writes the rules.
 
Oil and Gas                                                                                                                                                        
$5,750.00
Electric Utilities                                                                                                                                                
$1,250.00
 
A folk that’s around 10% of her campaign funds there, you can’t tell me that doesn’t buy some
influence.
 
Chickasaw Nation                                                                                                                                           
$2,000.00
 
Here she became a member of the group that the tribal governments supported in the hope of
getting negotiations started on water rights. Again this is to no avail. This legislature is bound and
determined to take the water regardless of the fact that the water rights belong to the sovereign
Indian nations by treaty with the federal government. I fear that millions of tax dollars will be
spent defending a law that will not hold up in court.
 
 
Representative Cooksey it’s easy to see why you haven’t signed HB 1004 yet. You are a RINO
Republican who is hanging on to what little power she has by supporting the most corrupt Speaker
of the House in Oklahoma History. You have failed to represent your constituents and you have
failed to represent the state of Oklahoma.
 
 It is time you did the right thing. It is time that you let the voices of all the other Representatives
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be heard. It is time to let the voices of the rest of Oklahoma be heard. It is time to sign HB 1004.
Though it may cost you your positions, it is the right thing to do. It alone will earn you more
respect than anything else you may do in your committees. We will be watching.
 
Representative Cooksey does have a good challenger though in Bob Dani, the leader of the High
Noon Club that meets every Friday at the H & H Gun Club.  Here is a map of House District 39 so
you can find your friends and family that live there.  Encourage them to support Bob and vote for
him.      Here is his website
 
 

 

Charlie Brown and the ALAC Football
Will Senator Sykes Kill Another Anti Sharia Law?

 
 
Do you remember the Anti-Shariah Law Constitutional Amendment…the one that 70% of voters
approved? Well, after the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in its infinite wisdom said that they really
knew better than the citizens of Oklahoma and stuck the Amendment down, Representative Sally
Kern introduced a bill last year commonly known as “ALAC” (American Law for American Courts).
In essence, the bill says that “any foreign law, legal code or system” that denies an Oklahoma
citizen of his or her rights under the Constitutions of the U.S. or Oklahoma is void. This prohibition
applies not only to Shariah Law but any other law as well and avoids the objections made by the
10th Circuit. Pretty straight forward, right?
 
The bill passed the House on March 17, 2011. Since then, the Senate sponsor, Senator Anthony
Sykes, has let the bill lay dormant in the Senate. Last year, Senator Sykes let the session expire
without bringing up the bill due, in large part, to a concern raised by Gary Bastin, a lobbyist for the
Chickasaw Nation that the Bill might have an adverse effect on tribal law. Despite the fact that
Representative Kern changed the language to address Bastin’s concern and despite the fact that
some of the most knowledgeable attorneys and experts in the country were standing by to work
with all parties involved to address whatever concerns they may have, Senator Sykes let the
session expire without up the bill, much to the chagrin of conservatives who were counting on him
to carry the ball (not to mention his constituents).
 
This year, prior to the legislature going into session, Senator Sykes looked several conservative
leaders in the eye and gave his word to them that he would make sure the bill was heard. To date,
nothing has happened. Numerous phone calls and emails to Sykes trying to find out what was
happening went unanswered. Now, at the last minute, Sykes says that he will see to it that the bill
comes up in the Rules Committee, chaired by Senator Rob Johnson, this coming Wednesday, the
VERY LAST OPPORTUNITY for the Bill to be considered. But hold the phone, Lobbyist Bastin has,
once again, raised his concern about the Bill’s effect on tribal law.
 
We see what you’re doing, Senator Sykes. By waiting until the last minute to bring up this Bill and
then having your ol’ buddy, Lobbyist Bastin, go to the Chairman of the Rules Committee, Senator
Johnson, to raise this concern, you’re setting up a situation where Johnson can refuse to hear the
Bill because of this concern you never addressed and then you can protest vehemently over the
outrage that has been perpetrated on your poor constituents and the citizens of Oklahoma once
again. It’s called “plausible deniability.”
 
But why, you ask, would Senator Sykes do such a despicable, dirty devious, underhanded thing?
Well, the word is that Senator Sykes has designs on running for the U.S. Congress sometime soon
and that he is courting the support of the Chamber of Commerce. And, of course, the Chamber of
Commerce wants to present an image of Oklahoma as a tolerant, cosmopolitan, all-inclusive state
to attract business of all kinds and this “Islamophobe” image just doesn’t fit the mold. Hence, the
State Chamber message to Sykes is “Let the Bill die.”
 
This situation reminds me of the old Charlie Brown episode where Charlie Brown wants so
desperately to kick the football, but he is hesitant to try again because the holder, Lucy, pulls the
football away from him at the very last second every year. Every year, however, the smooth-talking
Lucy talks Charlie Brown into trying again and Charlie Brown, the eternal optimist, ends up laying
flat on his back. In the current remake of this Charlie Brown episode, Senator Sykes is Lucy and he
is about to pull the ALAC “football” away at the last minute.
 
We’re calling your bluff, Senator Sykes. If the Chickasaw Nation has a legitimate concern about
how the ALAC bill, as proposed, would affect tribal law, draft an amendment to address their
concern and add it to the bill you have allowed to languish since March 17, 2011. See to it that the
Bill gets passed out of committee and work out any differences in Conference Committee. That’s
what good legislators do. If you can’t figure out how to navigate a bill out of committee that is
supported by 70% of the voters of Oklahoma, what makes you think you can cut it as a U.S.
Congressman?
 

Action Alert!
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If you feel strongly about the ALAC Bill, why don’t you let Senator Sykes know what you think?
 
By the way, even though you just knew what was going to happen, weren’t you rooting for Charlie
Brown anyway?
 
Here is Sykes office number    (405) 521-5569
 
Here is the cell phone number for lobbyist Gary Bastin  (405) 627-0458
Here is a list of his clients and their contact info:
 
*Chickasaw Nation   (580) 436-7259  
*Composure Oklahoma  (no contact info available)
*Oklahoma Osteopathic Assn.    800.522.8379    OOA@okosteo.org
 
*Oklahoma Society of Accountants   (405) 677-2151    jim@nolens.biz    shptax@gmail.com
 
 
Call these two rascals and tell both that their career is over in Oklahoma if they dare to stop this
bill from being heard.   We can make Bastin radioactive to his customers if that is what it takes
and Senator Sykes can glow right alongside of Bastin.  The State Chamber might have the money
but we have the votes.
 
Then call Bastin’s other clients and tell them that we will oppose every issue they stand for if
Bastin is not brought to heel.    If they feed this crook then they suffer the consequences.
 
 

 
 

Ron Paul Organization Sweeps 5th District GOP Convention
 
On Saturday the grassroots Ron Paul group managed to sweep all seven National Delegatge slots
and the one Presidential Elector slot after a long, boring, convention.  The Chairman of the District
was inept, ballots were printed with duplicate letters causing a fourty minute delay, and once
again the Credentials Committee took far too long to accomplish a very simple goal.
 
In the first five rounds of voting the RINOs split their votes between Stuart Jolly of Americans For
Prosperity and various establishment type candidates.  On the last vote they got a little smarter
and withdrew all the candidates except for Stuart Jolly but once again they delivered a humiliating
sixth loss for Stuart.
 
Stuart Jolly is the leader for the AFP organization, and he is loathed almost universally among the
grassroots community.   Sitting a few chairs down from Stuart and surrounded by establishment
type Republicans, which as an earlier story had mentioned tends to bond even political opposites,
I learned that a lot of the establishment types aren't that fond of Stuart Smalley either.  One told a
story about a military group specifically requesting another speaker other than Stuart.   Another
person told us that Oklahoma Vice Chair Pam Pollard used to work for Stuart Jolly and thoroughly
hated him after the experience.
 
Stuart Smalley must have overheard as he eventually quit passing his ballots down the row and
choose to hand deliver the ballots to the girl collecting ballots at the end of the rows.
 
In the end the establishment types were more confused than alarmed, with a lot of bewildered
RINOs wandering around afterward.  A couple  of the people elected were not of good character
but they were Ron Paul supporters and although it pains me to see support for those that are not
what the good Dr. Paul stands for, we are better off with them if their delegate drops out of the
convention.
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in your
email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else got the
email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
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Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone from
taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being
accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are
tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to
clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: White, Walter William
Subject: Charlie Cook.....
Date: Friday, March 16, 2012 3:22:51 PM

 
 
 
THE COOK REPORT
Run Scared
 
More House Republicans could lose in the primaries than in the
general election.
 
There are plenty of good reasons why Rep. Jean Schmidt’s Republican primary loss last week in
Ohio’s 2nd District to Brad Wenstrup, a tea-partying podiatric surgeon and an Iraq war veteran,
should not be extrapolated to other congressional districts. For one thing, Schmidt has chronically
underperformed in GOP primaries. And, in a related factor, she was apparently behind the door
when God handed out the charm and gregariousness that most elected officials possess. Schmidt is
an acquired taste that many in her district and on Capitol Hill never managed to acquire.
 
She won general elections because people in that district almost always vote Republican, regardless
of the contest. (John McCain won 59 percent of the vote there in 2008 against Barack Obama.) But
in primaries, Schmidt consistently failed to connect with voters. Republican legislators in
Columbus didn’t seem to have a problem with extending her district into Cincinnati, taking
portions of the city that more-popular Republican Rep. Steve Chabot was happy to give up. These
areas also knew Wenstrup from his previous run for mayor of Cincinnati.
 
But all this doesn’t mean that GOP incumbents should assume that Schmidt’s defeat was a once-
in-a-cycle event—particularly incumbents who voted for the Troubled Asset Relief Program
(popularly reviled by its acronym, TARP) or debt-limit increases, or, worse yet, both. Nor can
House members whose districts have significantly changed because of redistricting breathe easier.
Within an increasingly conservative, tea party-inspired Republican Party, seniority and loyal
service to the party no longer seem to be an asset. Indeed, some GOP voters seem to think that if
you have been in Congress more than 10 minutes, you have been in it too long. If you aren’t an
immediate and obvious solution, then you must be part of the problem.
 
Consider for a moment what is happening within the Republican presidential contest. Historically,
such GOP races have been hierarchical: The nomination goes to whomever’s turn it is. The old
cliché was that Democrats fall in love; Republicans fall in line. This year, not so much. As my
National Journal colleague Ronald Brownstein is fond of pointing out, seven different candidates
have been front-runners at one point or another in the GOP race thus far, including some pretty
exotic ones, such as Herman Cain and Michele Bachmann. Cain and Bachmann are not
Republicans of the Dwight Eisenhower, Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Bob Dole, George H.W.
Bush, or John McCain variety. We’re seeing an entirely new species of Republican voters. They
consider ideological purity, passion, and anger to be positive attributes, and they think that
pragmatism, moderation, and compromise are four-letter words.
 
Today’s Republican Party is definitely into experimentation. Watching weekly and sometimes
twice-weekly debates among the presidential candidates, voters fall in and out of love faster than a
seventh-grader. Their fickleness has made the contest less of a horse race and more of a pub crawl.
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The victor will ultimately stagger across the finish line.
 
Watching the spectacle, some Republican officeholders aren’t behaving normally. Many newer
GOP members in Congress are reluctant, regardless of entreaties by their leadership, to begin
acting more responsibly. This unwillingness may be a reflection of voters’ unhappiness back home.
On cable television, radio talk shows, and conservative websites, the Republican base has become
so self-absorbed that it is no longer in touch with the practical realities of governing. “Why haven’t
you repealed ‘Obamacare’? ” they ask Republican members of Congress. The answer: “We don’t
have the votes in the Senate to repeal it.” This, for some reason, is an unacceptable response.
“Why haven’t you slashed spending and balanced the budget?” they ask. The answer: “It isn’t quite
as simple as it sounds.” This reply just doesn’t cut it with the base.
 
The 2012 election features a lot of moving parts and competing dynamics. Some GOP strategists
privately suspect that an anti-incumbent dynamic may be found more within Republican primaries
than within Democratic ones, and perhaps more so than in general elections.
 
The Cook Political Report counts 22 House Republicans (not including member–versus-
member races) with primaries worth watching. Some are more ideological or tea party-
infused (Rep. Fred Upton’s race in Michigan); some are more generational or anti-
entrenchment (Rep. Ralph Hall’s contest in Texas); and some are predominantly
redistricting-related (Rep. Paul Gosar’s fight in Arizona). It’s races like Schmidt’s, where
several of these factors are in play, that could turn into the most dangerous cocktails for
incumbents.
 
In the postwar era, no election has seen more House incumbents lose primaries than general
elections. But with 11 member-versus-member primaries on tap and a bevy of other
interesting primaries brewing, particularly on the GOP side of the electorate, such an
outcome isn’t out of the question. Jean Schmidt was the first, but she won’t be the last.
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Charlie Meadows’s Deliverance, Bless His Heart
Date: Sunday, July 15, 2012 9:40:43 PM
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The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
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The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
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customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
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shows. 
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Executive Order or Usurpation of Power?
By Ms PM

 

The definition of an Executive Order is an order or directive issued by the head of the
executive branch at some level of government. It is commonly applied to orders issued by
the President. They may be issued by a state's governor or the city's mayor as well. The
definition of usurpation is the wrongful or illegal encroachment, infringement or seizure. This
article spells out the various informational data concerning executive orders.

 

Interesting information begins in 1907 when before that time these orders were mostly
unannounced or documented. In 1907 the Department of State instituted a numbering
system, which was retroactive and began on October 20th, 1862 when President Abraham
Lincoln issued his Executive Order. Up until 1950 there were no real guidelines to follow on
exactly what a President could or could not do. President Harry Truman with Executive
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July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

Order 10340 wanted to place all steel mills under federal control. The Supreme Court ruled
this was invalid because it was an attempt to make law, rather than clarify or act to further a
law. It appears that Presidents, since this Supreme Court decision have been careful to cite
which specific laws they are acting under when they decide to execute an Executive Order.
This last statement facilitates a question. How many new laws have been executed under
Executive Order and if this process is or has been used, should they not be struck down by
the Supreme Court?

 

In the "Criticisms" part of this article it gets into others wondering about the overstepping of
Presidential power and states that it is common for presidents to bypass the legislative
process altogether. Not only does this violate the Constitution via the oath every president
takes, it makes it very clear that Congress can stop a president from passing their legislation.
The baffling part is our Founders had the keen incite to set up a Republic which, if followed,
would protect the people from this type of  unconstitutionality. What shines through is that
those in charge of protecting the Constitution are the very ones that do the most to destroy.
Two perfect examples are where US Presidents have issued executive powers in concern
with the EPA and DOE to amend administrative regulations.

 

The "Legal Conflicts" section of the article talks about the loss of the legislative veto. They
look to alternative measures to override executive orders and a way to do this is by not
approving the funding. The President can veto this action; but Congress can override a veto
with a two-thirds majority to end an executive order. Rarely does this happen, those in
power want to stay in power and they are too thin skinned to do the right thing because of
the political criticism and as always, the American people suffer their lack of integrity.

 

In this next article it gives an incomplete list of Executive Orders but there are many you can
research.   

 

Here are a few of the executive orders:

 

13112- by Bill Clinton, creates a plethora of bureaucratic waste by setting up a Council of
Departments dealing with invasive species. It states that this creation is "subject to the
availability of appropriations, and within Administration budgetary limits." Does it
mean this Council can waste a limited amount of taxpayer money and a conclusion of
findings may never surface?

 

13166-by Bill Clinton, establishes that taxpayers pick up the tab to teach those with limited
English Proficiency, the English language. This Executive Order sets up the compliance
standards for those receiving Federal financial assistance making sure it's a double dip into
taxpayers pockets. What has happened to America and when did personal responsibility
disappear?

 

13278-by George Bush, establishes a commission to examine the Post Office to ensure the
viability of postal services. Another avenue, no commission, no wasted money, privatize and
keep government out of it, maybe?
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 The Chesapeake Bay executive order number 13508 from Barack Obama, has Agenda 21
written all over it. Cap and Trade will cover the air pollution problem. Plug in the EPA and we
have quite the cocktail.

 

These Executive Orders are a way to bypass our process of law without little knowledge to
the people. Not only is there much waste when these committees are staffed with an
already overabundance of federal government employees, the expansion of government is
like a can of spray foam. A little goes a long way and if you use too much it will pop more
than the cork. We have a big mess to clean up. When I hear Republicans tout their mantra
of having to take the Senate along with the Presidency in order to get the big house in order
for this next election cycle, I cringe. Have they not played a huge part in the problems we
face? Rarely do the ones we put in office do their job.

 

My faith still comes from the people. There is much discourse throughout this land
accompanied by an ever powerful eerie silence hanging below all of the protest. As those
left begin to awaken, and having a startled look about them, the fury will consume the heart
of every patriot and continue to simmer until we have had enough. Is that time coming?

 
 

HD 53 Race
 By R. H.

 
House District 53 was vacated by Representative Randy Terrill in his run for the Cleveland
County Commissioners race and the race has turned out to be an interesting one this year.
Three candidates vied for the nomination in the primary, with none of them getting enough
votes to claim victory. Newcomer to the political scene, Paula Sullivan, did manage to force a
runoff.
 
The Oklahoma State ethics Commission web site shows that Paula Sullivan’s campaign
donors are mostly small business owners but the majority of her campaign is self-financed. 
Her expenditure reports are clean, not any evidence of charges that can even remotely be
considered misuse of campaign funds.
 
Mrs. Sullivan’s web site  says she has a Master’s degree in English from the University of
Oklahoma, wants to control and cut government spending, lower taxes, eliminate harmful
regulations that will help spur economic growth, stop the government from picking winners
and losers and protect the bill of rights.  She doesn’t believe that money alone will solve our
education problem.  Her website states that “Criminals work hard to go to jail. They should
stay there.” That is a stark contrast to Speaker Steele’s soft on crime approach.
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She is also a supporter of secure borders and state enforcement of immigration laws. She
does not support tax payer benefits for illegal aliens. This is another area that stands against
the policies that the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce seeks to let stand in our state.
We already have the cities of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, plus many smaller communities,
considered sanctuary cities. That is why we experienced such a huge influx of Hispanics in
Oklahoma over the last decade.
 
Ms. Sullivan refused to return our Political Courage Test.
 
Her opponent is Mark McBride and his donor list is packed with State Chamber members
like
Chesapeake Oklahoma Pac, Devon Energy Corporation PAC and the Greater OKC Chamber
PAC..
 
Mr. McBride’s website claims that he is against a lot of the trivial regulations that the

government seems to hand down on a daily basis, pro 2nd Amendment, and pro school
choice.  He believes that the immigration laws should be strictly enforced and says he will
fight the implementation of Obama Care at every turn. He believes that we must limit the
size of government, opposes hidden fees and any new taxes.
 
Mark McBride refused to return the Political Courage Test.
 
McBride had developed the reputation as a State Chamber candidate long before the last
minute State Chamber member donations to his campaign based upon inside information,
who he used to manage his campaign, and his donor list.  Mrs. Sullivan is by far the more
conservative candidate for House District 53.
 
 
 

 
 

Interview with Representative
 Mike Ritze

By R. H.
 
By now everyone knows of the horrendous Obama Care decision of the Supreme Court. It’s a
tax by some stretch of the imagination according to SCOTUS (Supreme Court Of The United
States).  All the conservative politicians are vowing to fight Obama Care but  few are  willing
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to lead the charge. The ones that did, and this was two years ago in 2011 in the form of HB
1276, were Representatives Dr. Mike Ritze, Mike Reynolds, and David Derby in the House
and Senator Ralph Shortey in the Senate.
 
 This bill made its way through the Judiciary Committee where it received approval and was
referred to the full floor. You can see the votes of the committee here. House Votes. From
there the bill stalled thanks to Republican House leadership.
 
Representative Ritze will re file the HB 1276 Obama Care nullification bill this coming
session.   While not supporters of the John Birch Society based upon the character of their
leaders, they do have some good articles on issues from time to time including one of Ritze’s
nullification bill.    For the record, the rank and file John Birch members are good solid men
and women, it is their leadership that concerns us greatly as it is a top down organization,
has a history of trying to destroy any other groups that become effective in the fight against
tyranny, and has a very Machiavellian view of ethics.
 
 
 
We interviewed Dr. Mike Ritze this week for this article.
 
Q. It appears that from the moment Obama Care passed, you got to work trying to get it
nullified here in Oklahoma. What drives your determination to see this not become the law
of the land here in Oklahoma? A. Two things really.   My concern for our freedoms is
 first.  Karl Marx said to control the people you must control their health care. That’s
scary to me. The second is the concern for my patients. Under Obama Care I won’t
be able to give my patients the individual care they deserve and are entitled to.
 
Q. In 2011 you presented HB 1276 to the House to nullify Obama Care. It received approval
from the Judiciary Committee and was produced in a floor version yet did not receive a floor
vote. Can you explain this? A. House leadership was unwilling to at that time. They felt
it was inappropriate at this stage to try it.
 
Q. Why did this bill not receive a floor vote in 2012? At that time House leadership
decided that since a legal remedy was in the works, that nullification could wait.
 
Q. If Obama Care is actually nullified by the state will the State Attorney General protect
Oklahomans from Obama Care?    A. Yes. He has indicated that he is opposed to
Obama Care and would take whatever actions he could to protect us.
 
Q. Counting Oklahoma, I am aware of two states that are pursuing nullification, Arizona and
New Jersey, are you prepared for the struggle it will take to get the other states on board
before nullification becomes a reality, and if so, what steps are you willing to take? A. I was
unaware of the attempt in New Jersey, but I know of twelve other states that are
currently in the process of nullification. I strongly believe that we can effectively
nullify the act with twenty four or twenty five states nullifying the act. They have
effectively nullified the federal marijuana laws with that number, and I hate to use
marijuana as an example. I’m willing to do whatever it takes to nullify this
abomination.
 
Q. Before opening day next year there will be bills submitted to implement Obama Care in
Oklahoma, How do you intend to fight them? A. I first intend to remind them of their
Oath of Office. After that I will work feverishly to defeat every bill that comes up for
a vote.
 
Q. Have you given any thought to fighting Obama Care with something for the moment let’s
call Insurance Care? This would be to do away with the need for a health insurance
exchange by giving the State Insurance Commissioner the authority to regulate all insurance
companies nationwide who desire to sell health insurance in Oklahoma. What Headaches
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might that bring?
A. I submitted such a bill in 2010, but it didn’t make it to the House floor. I may just
submit it again this spring.
 
 What is nullification? What are the effects of nullification? A good explanation can be found
here. State Nullification: What Is It? | Liberty Classroom and here Nullification (U.S.
Constitution) | Ask.com Encyclopedia.
 
There is a history of nullification in the United States dating back to 1832. South Carolina
nullified the tariffs imposed by the federal government claiming they favored the Northern
states. South Carolina stood alone in this argument. You can read the history of this attempt
here. United States History - Nullification Crisis.
 
Although they lost the argument through force, a sympathetic President worked out a
compromise that defused the tension and resulted in a more favorable and equitable tariff
system.
 
Nullification next raised its head in Wisconsin in 1857. There the federal courts refused to
issue a writ of habeas corpus for a runaway slave. Abolitionist stormed the jail, freed the
slave and put him into the Underground Railroad system. This matter of the laws of return
on runaway slaves made its way to the Wisconsin Supreme Court witch declared them to be
unconstitutional. This was, in fact a successful use of nullification. You can read about it
here. The misunderstood history of nullification | The Daily Caller. This action eventually
led to the birth of the Republican Party.
 
More modern day forms of nullification have been lower keyed. As many as twenty two
states have effectively nullified the federal laws on marijuana by passing their own laws that
are in variance to the federal guidelines, and they are getting away with it. Many states have
passed firearms laws that are restrictive to arms manufactured and used within their own
states that prohibit the federal governments control over them and are getting away with it.
This leaves room for hope with nullification of Obama Care. 
 
As a side note to nullification, it’s been three weeks since the Supreme Court handed down
its ruling. Our RINO Governor has said little other than to say she was disappointed in the
ruling. Other Republican Governors have already stated that they will not implement
portions of Obama Care. Where is our Governor other than in Detroit trying to convince car
manufacturers to make more CNG cars? Governor it’s time to get off the fence and make a
decision. That’s why we are paying your salary.
 
 
 

20630

http://t.ymlp304.net/bwubatajwwqagauewaaajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp304.net/bwuhanajwwqacauewaiajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp304.net/bwuhanajwwqacauewaiajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp304.net/bwuwaxajwwqacauewaaajbye/click.php
http://t.ymlp304.net/bwuqazajwwqapauewatajbye/click.php


 
 

Agenda 21 Dog and Pony Show
Slated for July 31st in OKC

 
 Oklahoma City is back at it again, promoting Agenda 21 as the fix for all that ails us.
 
They are pushing a new comprehensive plan (that means that none of your civil liberties will
be left intact) called Plan OKC.    They have a meeting/Open House on the third floor of City

Hall in the Council Chamber at 200 North Walker on Tuesday July 31st between 4 and 6 pm.
 
The first 30 minutes is a meet and greet then a presentation on how the plan was created
and what their ultimate goals are, or at least the politically correct scrubbed portions of their
goals.  According to their invitation, after the presentation there is a chance to meet with
the city planners about each of the plan’s regulations on land use, transportation,
environmental issues, community issues, parks and recreation, economic development, and
public services.
 
They are calling their comprehensive plan the blueprint for decisions over the next 20 years
and claim to have involved over 4,000 residents, business owners, and neighborhood
associations since 2010.   More info about Plan okc can be found here  or contact  Kristy
Yager at  297-2550 / 863-2831 or  Kristy.yager@okc.gov
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Is This a Trade Up or Just Another RINO In the House?
 
House District 99 is currently held by Anastasia Pittman whose Oklahoma RINO Index
score was 45 out of 100.  Pittman lost points  by voting for the HB 1397 transvestite birth
certificate, walked the vote on HB 2130 Obama Care/Fallin Care, voted for HB 1953 Quick
Closing Fund, HB 1593 collective bargaining, HB 1647 Open Carry,  and SB154 Quality Jobs
bill.     She was one of the few Democrats that supported RINO House leadership’s corporate
welfare schemes.
 
Her opponent in the November general election is one Willard Linzy, also of African-
American descent but is running as a Republican.    The Oklahoma County GOP put out an
email with Linzy’s positions stated and some parts are okay but other parts make us wonder
if this would be a step sideways rather than forward”
 
“I believe that our community must trust the effective strategy that served our needs
prior
to November 2004, and therein elect a minority member of the legislative majority to
represent us at the state capitol.   I however, need your trust and support today to
advocate for better outcomes in YOUR behalf…and I ask you to at least give me the
opportunity to try! 
 
WHAT WILL I DO IF ELECTED:    I will support legislative action that:  * Fosters
Economic Development, and/or promotes Cultural Enrichment, and/or improves
Community Empowerment.
 
WHY DO I ASK YOU TO ELECT ME:   Because I believe that voters in District 99
should equally enjoy the benefits of:  * Available, fully-funded quality education or
career training,  affordable, quality public transportation, food, clothing and housing,
acceptable, reasonably priced quality healthcare, accessible, safe recreational and
amusement facilities, aggressive labor market growth that provides sustainable
employee wage/benefits and reduces entitlement dependency.

 Contact Campaign Headquarters at  (405)751-6671

 
Once again the idiots running the Oklahoma County Republican Party have either found
another RINO candidate or have found a candidate that will say anything to get elected.   In
his statements on the GOP email he points out that Pittman wasn’t representing her district
with the Obama Care vote, the Transvestite Birth Certificate vote, or all the corporate
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welfare votes but is he going to be any better if we take him at his word?   Linzy claims he
will support the same “economic development” that his predecessor supported plus
“Cultural Enrichment” and “Community Empowerment”.   What the hell is that?  
 
Even scarier is his promise to support “fully funded” education or career training, public
transportation, food, clothing and housing along with “acceptable/reasonably priced” health
care.     Not only that but he pledges to provide amusement facilities and “sustainable”
wage/benefits.
Damn, should we call him “daddy”?
 
Mr. Linzy, anything that the government can give to your people must first be taken away
from others.    The only valid governmental purpose is to protect you from me, me from you,
and both of us from from non citizens, as in invaders.   With that in mind you could promise
to make a level playing field where citizens could find a job by killing Obama Care and the
thousands of other intrusive regulations that impact businesses and make it too risky to add
jobs in this economy.   But there is no valid reason to take from me and my neighbors to
enrich the culture and “empower” your community.
 
  Likewise you could promise to make colleges compete for students based on quality and
price of their courses and prevent the same colleges from taking advantage of your people
by admitting them before they have the prerequisite skills and experience instead of running
them through the mill and piling thousands of dollars in Pell Grants and student loans on
both them and the taxpayer.  You can’t promise public transportation because the demand
isn’t there to make it profitable, we are too scattered out as a city for public transportation
to be affordable and have it go everywhere.    And you are going to promise food, clothing,
and housing?   Then talk out of the side of your mouth about ending “entitlements”?
 
And just how are you going to provide reasonably priced and “acceptable” health care?   
Will you do it by slashing regulation and requiring the medical industries to compete on
price and quality?  By forcing consumers to have more skin in the game by bigger co pays? 
Or are you going to restrict the “profit” to insurance companies and reduce the wages of
medical personnel?    And this promise to provide amusement facilities and “sustainable”
wages and benefits, again are you going to foster freedom of businesses to compete as well
as allow them to build capital by lower regulation and lower taxes or are you going to pick
winners and losers with government subsidies, tax credits, or preferential treatment?   Or
are you going to legislate a “sustainable” wage and benefit package for workers?
 
Is a sustainable wage for one of your inner city young men a wage that allows a business to
be able to afford to train him and then compete with those companies that employ illegal
aliens?   Or compete with Chinese labor rates?   Is a sustainable wage from the viewpoint of
the worker or from the viewpoint of the employer?
 
I suspect that Mr. Linzy is just another wild promise hurling candidate with about as much
depth and intellect as a season of American Idol but time will tell.   And the Oklahoma
County GOP leadership is so stupid as to allow these wild promises to be made in violation
of the State GOP Party Platform and actually enable political lying by way of its own email
system.
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Well Maybe John Roberts Was Right, Obama Care is a Tax…

The Obama Care law does contain 20 new or increased taxes that are phased in
between 2010 and 2018.  They range from the 10% tanning salon tax to the taxes
on comprehensive health insurance plans in 2018.

After the November election five major Obama Care taxes will kick in:

A 2.3% tax on medical device makers on products like pacemakers, prosthetic lims,
stents, operating tables, and just about every other tool or equipment needed in the
medical field.  It is a gross receipts tax like a sales tax so even if the company
doesn’t make a profit it costs them money.  Most of these companies are small
businesses of less than 20 people and exactly how will taxing something make it
more affordable and more widespread?

The elimination of the deductable medical expenses on the 1040 tax form.   Currently
if your medical costs exceed 7.5% of your income you can deduct the expeses
before taxes, as in you don’t have to pay income tax on that 7.5% of your income. 
Obama Care raises the level to 10% of your income, costing mostly pre retirement
Americans over $15 billion per year in increased taxes.

A new $2,500 cap on Flexible Spending Accounts.  These are pre tax savings
accounts that you can use for medical needs to cover costs not covered by
insurance.   Special needs children’s tuition can be covered up to $14,000 per child,
allowing the parents to cover their own child’s costs with pre tax dollars.   This new
cap will cost American families over $13 billion dollars the next ten years.  How does
stripping the right to cover these costs without paying income tax on the expenses
help increase health or decrease costs?   Add to this the change in the Health
Savings Accounts in 2011 that barred Americans from purchasing over the counter
medicines with pre tax savings.

The Obama Care surtax on investment income will raise the capital gains tax rate
from15 to 20 % to 23.8%.    Top dividend rates will rise from 15% to 39.6% to a
new rate between 23.8% and 43.4%, costing American families $123 billion dollars
over the next decade.
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The Obama Care Medicare Payroll Tax will increase $86 billion over the next ten
years.  Right now the Medicare portion is paid only by the employer and is capped at
2.9% of all wages up to $110,000 per year.  Obama Care increases the rate to 3.8%
of all wages over $200,000 for a single person and $250,000 for a couple. 

The Democratic Party wants you to forget all about these new taxes and increased
taxes, accept the SCOTUS decision, and back the State Chamber plan to get those
medical insurance plan costs off the backs of the large corporations.  Everything was
timed to not take effect till after Obama’s second election.   So come next legislative
session when the State Chamber legislators push to enable Obama Care in Oklahoma
with the creation of the Health Insurance Exchange remember that the individual
mandate is just the tip of the iceberg that is Obama Care.

 

 

Southern Manners
 
Oklahoma is a Southern state but I always like to joke that everyone here either was running
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from the law or sent here as punishment.   We forget that the Trail of Tears were those
tribes that sided against the U.S. in the War of 1812, they were sent here as punishment,
and that Oklahoma was outlaw territory long before statehood with rough justice
administered through Hanging Judge Parker’s courtroom.   I believe that we have outlaw
hearts and outlaw blood, more libertarian than Republican, thus our having the distinction of
being the reddest state in the Union where Obama didn’t win a single county in 2008.
 
We also were a civil war battle state, from Cabin Creek in the Northeast down to Middle
Boggy Depot in the South-central part of the state and Oklahoma held a nonvoting seat in
the Confederate Congress.  Indian tribes took a second shot at correcting the lapse of
immigration policy in their earlier days but things didn’t turn out so well.
 
But one of the most endearing things about Oklahoma is that we have both southern twang
and southern customs.   All Okies will remember the first time they met a New Yorker, you
couldn’t understand him because he talked so fast and he got bored listening to you because
you spoke so slowly.  But the southern customs are one of our birthrights and one of the
most useful and endearing customs is the phrase “Bless his heart”.
 
We southerners came from English and Scots/Irish stock for the most part, later mixed in a
little German and of course American Indian blood.  We are a polite people, renowned for
our politeness actually because we have always been an armed society but we do have our
limits and our safety valve in the use of the phrase “Bless his heart”.
 
Saying “Bless his heart” is our way of calling someone an idiot in polite conversation and we
can get away with the vilest condemnations as long as it is preceded or followed by Bless his
heart!
 
Here is a couple of examples for the Yankee transplants amongst us:
 
“Well bless his heart, he can’t help that he is ugly but he could have stayed home!”
 
“Poor Charlie is always saying the dumbest things, bless his heart.”
 
Now don’t take offense if someone says “Bless your heart”, that is a different animal
entirely, it means that the speaker is empathizing with you.  Just remember that the phrase
Bless his heart is the polite way to call someone an idiot and still preserve a modicum of
manners.
 
And no, this wasn’t a completely random topic for this newsletter issue… good things come
with those with patience.
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Charlie Meadows’s Deliverance,
 Bless His Heart…

 
Okay, this is a slow time between the primary and runoff races so how about a history
lesson of the conservative movement in Oklahoma and have some fun with Charlie
Meadows as we explain his attack on the Sooner Tea Party last week?  It will be a long
article but there are lots of lessons learned contained within and it is an interesting story on
its own.
 
Last week Charlie Meadows took a pretty thorough swipe at both the Sooner Tea Party and
yours truly in his OCPAC weekly newsletter.   When you meet Charlie for the first time a
demented Santa Clause comes to mind, perhaps the spawn of a demented Santa Clause that
raped the Church Lady of Saturday Night Live fame, and she might have had a sour pickle in

20637



her mouth at the time she became “in a family way”.    First let’s look at why Charlie has his
plus size panties in a wad and refute just two things of the many things lied about, the rest
he does a pretty good job of on his own.
 
This isn’t the first time Charlie has come after the Sooner Tea Party.    Charlie has always
looked upon us as a threat to his influence starting back at the first meeting of the OCA, the
Oklahoma Constitutional Alliance, back in October of 2009.    I had called the meeting to join
the Oklahoma conservative groups into an umbrella group and around thirty groups
attended and joined the group including Charlie Meadows representing OCPAC.  His
presence was memorable in that I asked everyone to take a minute to let the others know
who they were and what group they represented and that worked fine till it came Charlie’s
turn.   A minute turned into fifteen minutes as this pompous ass, bless his heart, pontificated
until I finally interrupted and let the others have their say.  Then Charlie and another guy got
into a loud pissing match argument till I shouted them both down and reminded them that
we were there to work on the 80% that everyone agreed upon, not to fight and build walls
between the groups.   It seemed that Charlie took his trip to the verbal woodshed in good
graces for the good of the conservative movement but I should have known better.
 
I had foreseen that there would be a problem with the older groups sharing control with the
newer Tea Party and 912 groups and my hope was that by paying homage to the legacy
group’s efforts over the previous years we could avoid problems.   What I didn’t understand
was that few of the legacy groups were interested in solving our problems unless their group
took the credit for doing so.  Turns out that most of the legacy groups function as businesses
with payrolls or expenses to meet, marketing to accomplish growing their own organization,
or their own agenda that was heavily flavored with religion or anarchist tendencies.  Solve
the problems?   And kill the golden goose?  Work with others?   And have to share the credit
for fixing a problem?
 
Another thing that I didn’t understand was how the three legacy groups were really all
controlled by the John Birch Society.  OKSAFE, OCPAC, and the John Birch Society all had
deep ties and shared board members as well as rank and file members.   OKSAFE was set up
as a JBS controlled group but the lady they picked realized right off the bat that along with
JBS help came JBS taint so she constantly fought back to avoid being labeled as JBS or being
controlled by JBS.  But the reality was that both OKSAFE and OCPAC were the political arms
of the John Birch Society, a nonprofit organization that was prohibited from advocating for
or against politicians.
 
But in my haste to ensure that the three legacy groups bought into the new umbrella group
I gave them far too much power by giving them three of the six seats on the OCA board,
again not realizing that they were one and the same in their leadership, again with the
provision of the attempt to keep OKSAFE free from JBS taint.
 
And I wasn’t anti JBS at the time, I actually fought to include them in our first Tea Party rally

on July 4th 2009 after looking into the allegations of racism and radicalism that the media
had spread.   I found that they excelled at education, weren’t racist or radical, and that their
members were hard working, constitutional minded citizens that were very dedicated.
 
In early January of 2010 JBS did their best to recruit me after a Saturday training event that
they had opened to non JBS members for the first time in their history.    I met with four or
five of their state leaders, including Charlie, at a hot dog place next door while they did their
best to recruit me into their group.  I declined, mentioning the taint that the media had
successfully painted their group with and my reluctance to bring that into the Tea Party
movement but I also told them that I would fight by their side on issues where the two
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movements found common ground.
 
What I learned was that which JBS can’t control it will try to destroy.  They were subtle
about it, very Machiavellian in their approach.   First was a demand that we limit our
legislative agenda for 2010 to five issues, all religious type issues, with the explanation being
that the pastors wouldn’t support the agenda if it was “watered down”.  I stuck up for the
other 32 group’s right to have their favorite  issues included and we wound up with a list of

18 bills that we would champion, some of which were duplicate open carry or 10th

Amendment type bills.
 
It was almost nonstop intrigue and backstabbing from the legacy groups from that point on
with numerous coup attempts to run me out of the organization that I had formed. 
Although I had given away half the board seats, I had also picked the other half wisely to
include both Tea Party and 912 leaders to ensure there would always be a balance between
legacy groups and new organizations.    The story has been told before of Richard Engle
getting caught lying to one of the three board members, tipping the balance to their side
and the ensuing failed coup attempt that was stopped after the board member found out
that he had been lied to and ended with Richard Engle resigning from his board seat.  But
what came later was even more despicable.
 
In the 2010 legislative session we had thirty five groups fighting for the common legislative
agenda and got four bills passed:
 
Opt out of Obama Care by Mike Ritze

The Montana Firearms Freedom bill (10th Amendment) by Senator Brogdon
Anti RFID Chip in the Drivers License bill
Open Carry, a full constitutional carry bill
 
All were vetoed by Governor Brad Henry (D) and we lost the veto override battle a few days
before the session ended after six Republican House members turned on us but the fight
ended with some major political pain being delivered to the Republican party for their part in
things.   After the filing period was over for House and Senate seats, we had doubled the
chances of getting a political opponent for those that fought against us in 2010.  If you voted
with us 100% of the time you had a zero chance of getting an opponent, of the sixteen
legislators that were with us 100% only two open seats drew challengers.  If you voted with
us on the four veto override bills you had a one in three chance of drawing an opponent.  If
you voted against us on the veto overrides you had a two in three chance of drawing an
opponent.
 
That was huge; the AP did a story on it after calling me to ask why so few conservative
Republicans had to defend their seat.   The thirty five groups of the OCA had ran roughshod
over the liberal Democrats, the progressive Republicans, and the State Chamber of
Commerce and although they won the veto override, we had set them up for losing control
in 2011.
 
The OCA was a major threat to the establishment and they knew it, no one had gotten all
the groups to fight as one till the Sooner Tea Party arrived and it had to be taken down.
 
Enter Charlie Meadows.    Earlier that year Charlie had pushed hard to get the Oklahoma City
Tea Party brought in as a member but our experience with the leader of the Oklahoma City
Tea Party was so negative that it wasn’t going to happen.  Eventually I offered to bring them
in as long as IRON, Immigration Reform Oklahoma Now, was brought along with them.  The
JBS leaders didn’t like the IRON group, thought that the anti illegal immigration tactics were
strangling constitutional freedoms.  My argument was that if that was the case, then bringing
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them in allowed us a say in the new laws and much more control than keeping them
outside.
 
Eventually Charlie, Paul Blair, and I met with Pastor Dan Fisher of the OKC Tea Party one
afternoon and explained just why we refused to allow the OKC Tea Party to join the OCA.   I
had brought in two of the founding members of the OKC Tea Party, two of the original
thirteen founders who had been kicked off the board when Margie Dresher took the OKC
Tea Party private.    They made it clear just how destructive it would be to have Margie
inside the OCA and that ended Charlie’s effort to bring them in for a few months.   Keep in
mind that at one point we had between seven and nine of the original OKC Tea Party board
members working with us or part of our group and several are still active with the Sooner
Tea Party.  Later Charlie pretty much laid it out in plain language:  Bring the OKC Tea Party in
or he would act.
 
And act he did in a wonderfully Machiavellian fashion.     A whispering campaign started,
claiming that I wasn’t “godly” enough and was “too confrontational” to lead the OCA but
Charlie couldn’t turn the OCA board nor the majority of the OCA group leaders until he got
some help from Republican House leadership.
 
It was then explained that if the groups stuck with the OCA then House leadership would
refuse to work with us in the 2011 legislative session.   Yeah, I hear you, what kind of idiot
takes political advice from and adversary but this was advice that they wanted to hear.
 
You see, many group leaders, not all, but many, are in it not to solve the problems and save
our country but to find some sort of personal power or “glory”.    As long as the OCA existed
their light couldn’t shine, or so they reasoned, so they were more than willing to kill off the
OCA.  The bait used was a new group called Liberty Forge that they formed undercover to
have an alternative to the OCA, then at the last day JBS encouraged a mass exodus of groups
they controlled to implode the OCA the weekend before the opening day of the 2011
legislative session.
http://libertyforge.us/forums/
 
Of course Liberty Forge flopped.   They refused to have a leader and the website is a ghost
town, but it worked for its intended purpose, to sink the OCA on opening day.
 
Everyone remembers the bloodbath that occurred in the 2011 legislative session, an
astounding number of House reprimands, a very vicious fist fight right through the end of
session but one that ended in October with the defeat of Representative Jeff Hickman as the
Speaker Designate.   We had Representative Don Armes screaming at women in the House
lobby, an attempt to create a new star chamber to prosecute conservative Republicans that
stood up against House leadership, but in the end the conservative/Democrat/Tea Party
forces held the field.
 
Poor Charlie, bless his heart, found his influence eroded as his tactic of collecting a few
hundred dollars per legislator for campaign donations turned out to look as bad as it was.  
What kind of idiot, bless his heart, thinks that a few hundred dollars from a small
conservative lunch group can influence legislators that receive tens of thousands, sometimes
hundreds of thousands, of dollars from the State Chamber?
 
Don’t get me wrong, OCPAC still has lunch meetings and they are well attended but the
media has pretty much forgotten about Charlie as he is no longer a major political player.   
And the battles were being won not with political donations but by wading into the politics
and clubbing those Republicans stupid enough to follow the State Chamber agenda.   Then
comes the major embarrassment of the Oklahoma Constitution/OCPAC Conservative Index in
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2011, an index that ranked RINOs higher than conservatives.  Poor Charlie’s butt was as red
as his face after one of his long winded speeches, bless his heart.
 
Now we have spanked Charlie’s fat butt, bless his heart, several times over the last few
years.  The first time was when he actually advocated supporting the Obama Care/Fallin Care
Health Insurance Exchanges in one of his newsletters.  Yes, we would likely have Obama
Care in Oklahoma thanks to Charlie.    Thankfully enough of his own members turned on him
and blistered his hinny to make him backtrack on that issue.   Then there was his defense of
Senator Anthony Sykes after Sykes killed the ALAC bill in 2011, the one where Charlie had
called and expressed his “disappointment” with Sykes and allowed that Sykes would do
better if given the chance.  All I could think of was Charlie playing the scene for Ned Beatty
in Deliverance, overall straps down, with Sykes bending Charlie over the table at an OCPAC
meeting whilst Charlie squealed like a pig of his “disappointment” in Sykes behavior, bless
his heart.  But we have always had a valid reason to publically spank Charlie when he was
acting stupid, bless his heart, and we always encouraged him on the occasion when he did
something right.
 
So for Charlie to attack like he did out of jealousy was uncalled for, indeed he is lashing out
in desperation as his influence dwindles.   Usually things fall apart when something better
comes along or when a fatal flaw overcomes the good that is being done by a group.  In
OCPAC’s case it is more of a fatal flaw of having to rely upon politicians attending and
speaking at your meetings while trying to control their voting behavior.   You can’t do both. 
If you go after them for bad votes they won’t show up to your meetings and if you don’t go
after them for bad votes you become completely ineffective as an activist group.  Even
worse, the slick tongued, amoral salesmen that they are, they can turn half your members
with their lies while they are complimenting Charlie for having a purty mouth.
 
But like most people Charlie left lots of clues in his tirade against the Sooner Tea Party in his
newsletter.    The reason that politicians are effective is in that they are accomplished liars
and can avoid the body language and clues that most humans leave when they are saying
things they don’t really mean.  They literally trip themselves up when lying if they aren’t
complete sociopaths.  Ever watch a three year old lie?
 
Charlie starts by misspelling my name, good attention to detail there Charlie, bless your
heart.   Then he tries to make it look like he just happened to open up last week’s issue of
our newsletter, like it was a rare occurrence.
 
“I took the time to open Al’s “Sooner Tea Party” newsletter this week
and became quite amused to see his latest spin on the ACCOMPLISHMENTS
of the Sooner Tea Party.”
 
Charlie, you know that we use a professional newsletter service so we have tracking pixels
imbedded in our email.  We know what time and what day you open the email every time
you read it and that is every single week.    Here are some highlights of the last two weeks
so you can put things in context to see who reads our newsletter.   I only put the most
interesting, there are hundreds and hundreds of email addresses between each instance in
most cases.  By nine am Monday morning almost every Senator and Representative has read
the newsletter and you yourself are always a late night reader:
 
Matt Pinell, Oklahoma State GOP Chairman   Jul 8, 2012 10:29:45 PM
 
Speaker of the House for 2013 T.W. Shannon       
 Jul 8, 2012 10:30:47 PM
 
Rep Tommy Hardin                                                      J
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ul 8, 2012 10:35:58 PM
 
Rep Dustin Roberts                                                     
 Jul 8, 2012 10:37:56 PM
 
Rep Josh Cockcroft                                                     
 Jul 8, 2012 10:41:00 PM
 
Rep Elsie Hall                                                               
 Jul 8, 2012 10:44:15 PM
 
Political consultant Fount  Holland                          
 Jul 8, 2012 10:48:36 PM  
  
 Tammy Kilpatrick of  FKG  consulting                       
 Jul 8, 2012 11:03:20 PM
 
Rep JW Hickman (lost to TW. Shannon)                
 Jul 8, 2012 11:06:39 PM
 
Senator Clark Jolley                                                   
  Jul 8, 2012 11:22:37 PM
 
Scot Inman, House Minority Leader                       
 Jul 8, 2012 11:57:06 PM
 
   charliemeadows7                             
 Jul 9, 2012 12:27:01 AM
 
Insurance Commissioner John Doak                     
  Jul 9, 2012 3:12:10 AM
 
Mike Neal, Tulsa Chamber                                     
  Jul 9, 2012 6:04:31 AM
 
T Wallace, OKC Chamber                                          
 Jul 9, 2012 8:28:33 AM
 
Kris Steele, Speaker of the House                          
 Jul 9, 2012 8:58:35 AM
 
 
Brian Bingman, president Pro Tem Senate           
 Jul 9, 2012 9:43:34 AM
 
 
There is Charlie Meadows up at past midnight  to read the Sooner Tea Party newsletter.  
Now let’s look at the week before but I’m going to skip several thousand till I get to Charlie
again:
 
 
Andrew Silvestri , Deputy Policy Director
            
 
 Jun 24, 2012 11:16:01 PM
 
TW. Shannon, incoming Speaker of the House     
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 Jun 24, 2012 11:17:57 PM
 
Rep Dan Kirby                                                             
 Jun 24, 2012 11:18:49 PM
 
Rep   Jason Nelson                                                    
  Jun 24, 2012 11:22:42 PM
 
Rep Steve Martin                                                               
 Jun 24, 2012 11:28:15 PM
 
Senator Clark Jolley                                                           
Jun 25, 2012 12:00:35 AM
 
charliemeadows7                                           
 Jun 26, 2012 12:29:59 AM
 
 
So Charlie is doing his best to act like opening up our email is a rare occurrence when in fact
he along with most of the political elite of this state is a regular reader.   Most will wait up
between 10 pm and midnight to read the newsletter and will begin forwarding it to others.  
Those forwards show up as the recipient opening up the same email dozens of times, in
some cases hundreds of times as the email is spread around.
 
There is the problem Charlie; you understand that we are the voice of the opposition, the
one group that must be listened to because of the access we have inside the House, Senate,
even at the State Chamber.   Politicians understand that they can’t go to bed on Sunday
night before they read what is going on and if we have exposed them yet.
 
No, the Tulsa World didn’t mention us by name but there is no other Tea Party with the
clout that we have and rarely are any of the others mentioned in the media and you
neglected to mention that we included the link to the Tulsa World article.   We were in the
AP story the Saturday before the election, in the Oklahoman the next day along with the
State Chamber, then again after the election.  The fact is Charlie is that we matter because
we are effective at what we do.
 
Now we rarely ever send out press releases, what media contact occurs because they seek
us out.  There again is the problem for you Charlie, we have what you have strived for a
decade and a half to get.
 
 
And to show how out of touch Charlie is he is sympathetic to  RINO Rep Don Armes:
 
“The final nail in the coffin toward marginalizing Al was June 26th
when the one race in which he had most heavily invested (the Don Armes
race) was a flop. Over the past year and a half or so Al and his
Sooner Tea Party had knocked doors in the district, distributed
information, put up signs, and provided robo calls exposing what a
RINO the local boy Don happened to be, and the outcome of all that
hard work?”
 
Actually Charlie, we laid off Armes in October of 2011 five months after we went after him
because he turned on Hickman and Steele in the October Speaker Designate race.   Once the
politicians see the light and start representing their constituents our job is over.    As a bonus
Rep Armes did get a challenger in the race and we have always said that winning the
election is less important than the other politicians seeing us beat the stuffing out of one of
their own and the politician not getting to take the summer off.  The fact is that Armes’s
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challenger got little help from us except for a few dozen dollars worth of robo calls the day
before the election and a handful of ArmesControl.com signs spread out at the polling
stations.
 
But the important thing in your attack was that you yourself showed just how much work we
have put into going after those that refused to represent their constituents.  Thanks for
reminding everyone of what we do so well.
 
And Charlie, a lust for control?    Let me tell you something I learned long ago.   The only
person I can ever control is myself but that is more than enough for almost everything I wish
to accomplish.    I’m not like you, I don’t use Machiavellian tactics against allies, we never
ever lie about political matters although I might tell you that you don’t look fat in those
overalls if there is no need to hurt your feelings although you are fat, it isn’t the overalls…
bless your heart.
 
This next session is going to be a wonderful time for the conservative effort because of the
ground work that we have done.  Both the Oklahoman article and the Tulsa article got it
right, there has been a lot of change in the last few years, we have been in the midst of it,
and because of our work ethic and thanks to the political training that we have received we
have done more for the conservative cause than Charlie Meadows has accomplished in
fifteen years.
 
 
Delusional Charlie?   Delusional people can’t get hundreds of people across the state to
cooperate in getting a newspaper paid for, printed, and delivered.    Delusional people
usually don’t have people like yourself taking the time to read what they write after
midnight.

 

Now, give old Sykes a backward kick, pull up your overalls, and join the rest of the
conservative activist movement in doing something constructive rather than attacking a
group that is successful.   Jealousy is a womanly attribute Charlie, if you aren’t better than
that you aren’t much of a man much less much of a Christian.

 

Bless your heart….

 
 
 Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of
them with one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here to
find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter
to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this
email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently
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 unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials,
and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard
earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean up
Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North
Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org
and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sarah Folsom
To: Governor Info
Cc: lisajbilly@okhouse.gov
Subject: Chicago Way: Justice For Sale At Holder"s DOJ
Date: Wednesday, May 09, 2012 9:48:10 AM

Governor Fallen and Representative Lisa
Billy,
 

Articles in this e-publication cannot be
ignored, but especially read the report
entitled, “The Planned Re-Election of
Obama, Revolutionary Style” by Doug
Hagmann from the Canada Free Press.
 
We have been hearing bits and pieces, off
and on but here it is in a full article the
step-by-step plan of this administration
and its tactics to keep Obama in office,
hopefully, by not having an election.  For
all our sakes, click on the hyperlink, “Read
the Full Story”, read it and be informed
about this man and his administration’s
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plan.  If you can do anything to stop
him/them, please do.   I pray that he is
stopped before he declares martial law. 
God help America!!!
 
Sarah Folsom
 
 

From: GrassTopsUSA [mailto:Christopher=grasstopsusa.org@mail14.us1.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of
GrassTopsUSA
Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2012 2:52 PM
Subject: Chicago Way: Justice For Sale At Holder's DOJ
 

Wage Web Warfare Against The Liberal Establishment: Sign Up For The
GrassTopsUSA Action Alert And Get The Latest News And Hard-Hitting
Commentaries Delivered Straight To Your Inbox.

"A man always has two reasons for doing anything:
a good reason and the real reason." ~ J. P. Morgan

Chi-cronyism

The Chicago Way: Justice For Sale At Holder's DOJ
By Wynton Hall
Breitbart.com  

In an explosive Newsweek article set to rock official Washington, reporter Peter Boyer
and Breitbart contributing editor and Government Accountability Institute President
Peter Schweizer reveal how Attorney General Eric Holder and the Department of
Justice are operating under a "justice for sale" strategy by forgoing criminal
prosecution of Wall Street executives at big financial institutions who just so happen to
be clients of the white-shoe law firms where Holder and his top DOJ lieutenants
worked.
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Read the Full Story

Obama Foreign Policy: The Dumb Leaving The Blind

Chen Deal Creates Vulnerability For Obama
By Doug Schoen
NewsMax.com   

Is the White House trying to insulate the president from the unfolding drama in China?

Of course it is.

Read the Full Story

Take Your Conservative Activism To The Next Step

If you are really serious about taking back this country, you must be willing to do what

it takes to help elect true conservatives to office and, in order to actually do what it

takes, you must first know what it takes. Craig Copland's  214-page Conservative

Election Handbook is a must have tool that every conservative should have in his or

her arsenal. 

Read More

Well-Timed, Manufactured Emergency

20648

http://grasstopsusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aca8d391b7110c56628ee19de&id=b0d6548220&e=e3a21efeeb
http://grasstopsusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aca8d391b7110c56628ee19de&id=dad777dc2e&e=e3a21efeeb
http://grasstopsusa.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=aca8d391b7110c56628ee19de&id=fb7d4a5e54&e=e3a21efeeb
http://grasstopsusa.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=aca8d391b7110c56628ee19de&id=63638d5b12&e=e3a21efeeb


The Planned Re-election Of Obama, Revolutionary Style
By Doug Hagmann
CanadaFreePress.com

It was not the proverbial 3:00 a.m. phone call, but close enough. And it was not made
to the White House, but to my house, which is not white, nor is it in DC. It was about
2:30 a.m. on 25 April 2012, and the call itself was somewhat unexpected. I had
anticipated the telephone call from my DHS insider much earlier the previous day, but
our schedules didn’t synch up. I was traveling on an investigative assignment, while my
source was in meetings all day. I had just fallen asleep, and was slumbering no more
than 20 minutes when the phone rang.

Read the Full Story

Mandating (Literal) Pork?

If HHS Issues A Pork Mandate, Will Jewish Rest Homes And Muslim Soup
Kitchens Comply?
By Ken Blackwell
CNSNews.com

What will come next? Will the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issue a
Pork Mandate as part of ObamaCare? Will this be the next shoe to drop? Sound
ridiculous? But, wait. Here's what the pork industry says about pork, "the other white
meat."

Read the Full Story

GrasstopsUSA 
8230 Catbird Circle 302, 

Lorton VA 22079
888-864-1964 

888-239-9306 FAX
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GrasstopsUSA respects the privacy of our members. We will refuse to sell or rent your name to third parties.
GrassTopsUSA is a 501c4 not-for-profit organization. Contributions are not tax deductible.

GrassTopsUSA Inc. · 8230 Catbird Circle · 302 · Lorton, VA 22079
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Child-Only Health Insurance Letter
Date: Friday, January 06, 2012 2:55:00 PM

Hi there Katie, did you get a chance to look at this letter and do you have any changes?  Thank you,
Keili
 
---------
December 20, 2011
 
James Cooper

Depew, OK 74028
 
Dear Mr. Cooper:
 

Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin regarding the emergency rule that was
recently signed concerning child-only insurance coverage.   We have shared your views with the Governor and she
has asked me to respond. 
 

In response to the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and new federal
regulations, insurance companies in Oklahoma have not offered any new child-only policies for the past 18
months.  Therefore, in recent months, Governor Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak have sought to
expand insurance options for uninsured children in Oklahoma. 

 
In an attempt to close the gap created by the PPACA, two rule changes were proposed to advance

participation in the market. The initial rule change occurred in July 2011 and allowed for an open enrollment
period to encourage insurance companies to rejoin the 0 to 19 age group market – no companies participated.  In
a second attempt, an emergency rule was drafted to immediately revive insurance participation in the child-only
market. The Oklahoma Insurance Department consulted with carriers to determine what, if any, language in the
first set of rules was dissuading them from offering new child-only policies. The Insurance Department received
strong indications from carriers that, along with other changes, removal of birth as a qualifying event would
eliminate many of their reservations about issuing new child-only policies. 

 
While Governor Fallin is aware that a gap still exists in child-only coverage, she and Commissioner Doak

have taken every possible step to ensure that child-only coverage remain a viable option for the majority of
uninsured children. Without these recent efforts to reestablish a market for child-only insurance, no children,
including those children aged 1 to 19, could receive any child-only coverage.

 
Governor Fallin understands the serious implications of the remaining gap in coverage for children less

than one year of age, and is committed to seek solutions to this problem that secures coverage for the uninsured
and fosters a strong and competitive insurance market. Persistent and aggressive policies are being pursued by
the Oklahoma Insurance Department and are supported by Governor Fallin to further bridge the gap for
uninsured children in Oklahoma. The Governor is uncompromising in finding solutions to healthcare challenges
and committed to working with other members of our state’s government to make a positive impact so that
Oklahoma will remain a wonderful place to live.

 
Thank you again for taking the time to share your point of view with Governor Fallin.  As we address the

many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to do so.
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Sincerely,
 
 
 
Cody Inman
Public Affairs Liaison
 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
www.ok.gov/governor
www.FallinforBusiness.com
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From: Craig Perry
To: Dennis Casey
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: child-only insurance issue
Date: Friday, January 27, 2012 12:48:03 PM

Rep. Casey:
 
Below is one of the letters that we have been sending to constituents
regarding child-only insurance coverage.  The second letter has not been
approved yet and it may be later today before it is approved, so I’m sending
this one now.  I also included a press release from Insurance Commissioner
Doak.  I think it is helpful.  Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
(our letter to constituents (it does not include the update))
 
Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin regarding the
emergency rule that was recently approved concerning child-only insurance
coverage. 
 
In response to the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) and new federal regulations, insurance companies in Oklahoma have

not offered any new child-only policies for the past 18 months.  Therefore, in
recent months, Insurance Commissioner John Doak sought to expand insurance
options for uninsured children in Oklahoma. 

 
In an attempt to close the gap created by the PPACA, two rule changes were
proposed to advance participation in the market. The initial rule change
occurred in July 2011 and allowed for an open enrollment period to encourage
insurance companies to rejoin the 0 to 19 age group market – no companies
participated.  In a second attempt, an emergency rule was drafted to
immediately revive insurance participation in the child-only market, and
included the removal of birth as a qualifying event, which was approved.

 
Governor Fallin understands the serious implications of the remaining gap in
coverage for children less than one year of age, and we are monitoring the
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development of possible solutions to ensure that child-only coverage remains a
viable option for uninsured children. 
 
The Oklahoma Insurance Department is working aggressively to find a way to
further bridge the gap for uninsured children in Oklahoma.  Additionally, the
Governor is committed to finding solutions to our healthcare challenges such as
access, affordability and quality of care all while fostering a strong and
competitive insurance market.
 
 
(Doak’s press release)
 
Doak works with High Risk Pool to bring health coverage to youngest Oklahomans

OKLAHOMA CITY –Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak this afternoon praised a
policy decision by the Oklahoma High Risk Pool that effectively closes any remaining gap in
child-only health insurance coverage for Oklahomans.
“We’ve worked for a year to address this issue and a complete solution is coming together,”
Doak said.
The Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Health Insurance High Risk Pool (OHRP) officially
adopted a policy to waive rules requiring parents or guardians to show that the child was
denied insurance by at least two carriers on the private market before applying for coverage
under the OHRP. The board also voted to insure ill and premature infants immediately rather
than make the parents endure a previously enforced one-year waiting period on pre-existing
conditions before applying to insure the child. The moves permit immediate coverage
through the High Risk Pool of all infants under age 1, whether healthy or sick.
The meeting was held at the Oklahoma Insurance Department, where the OHRP board
convenes to conduct business.
Commissioner Doak and Dwight D. Herron, board chairman of the OHRP, agreed the High
Risk Pool provides a crucial piece to the puzzle that child-only health insurance has become.
“For too long, health insurance coverage through the Oklahoma High Risk Pool has
unintentionally been one of Oklahoma’s best-kept secrets,” Herron said. “The problem we
face in Oklahoma is not the absence of health insurance coverage for children, but rather a
lack of awareness as to what is currently available.
“We must do a better job of getting the word out to people, and I commend Commissioner
Doak and the Oklahoma Insurance Department for working with us as we make the
Oklahoma High Risk Pool more accessible and more visible to families seeking insurance in
Oklahoma.”
Since taking office in January 2011, Commissioner Doak and his administration have worked
to close a child-only insurance gap created by President Obama’s federal health reforms.
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The child-only insurance market collapsed virtually nationwide in mid-2010. New federal
health insurance mandates under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and rules
issued by the Obama administration and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
prompted many carriers to withdraw from the sale of new individual insurance policies for
children under age 19. No insured child lost coverage and insurance was still available to
children through family plans, but in Oklahoma and 16 other states parents and guardians
could no longer buy new insurance to cover only an individual child. In an additional 22
states, some but not all insurance companies withdrew from the child-only market.
New rules intended to restart the child-only market for Oklahoma were passed during the
2011 legislative session. A special open enrollment period was scheduled for September and
October last year, but no insurers returned to the market. Companies were willing to
resume selling new health insurance for Oklahoma children ages 1 to 18, but remained
reluctant to cover infants under age 1.
An emergency rule crafted by Doak and the Insurance Department and signed in December
by Gov. Mary Fallin restarted the sale of child-only private insurance policies for
Oklahomans ages 1 to 18. A special open enrollment period is ongoing throughout January
and February and the state’s two largest health insurers, Blue Cross Blue Shield and
CommuityCare, have reentered the market. A regular open enrollment period will be held in
June and July this year, and in each subsequent June and July.
The emergency rule addressed the lack of health coverage for the vast majority of families
interested in child-only policies, but answering the needs of some infants remained. Today,
the OHRP officially filled that gap by accepting sick children immediately and no longer
requiring parents of infants to fruitlessly apply at least twice for coverage that isn’t being
sold before seeking coverage from the High Risk Pool.
“Health insurance is now available for children under age 1 through one of three sources:
SoonerCare for those who economically qualify; the Oklahoma Temporary High Risk Pool;
and the Oklahoma Health Insurance High Risk Pool,” Herron said. “Enrollment requirements,
benefits and premium rates vary between the three, but at least one coverage option is now
available for all children regardless of their age or current health.”
Patti Davis, executive vice president of the Oklahoma Hospital Association, praised the new
OHRP enrollment policies.
“We’re delighted that the Oklahoma High Risk Pool stepped up to provide coverage for the
smallest and youngest Oklahoma citizens,” Davis said. “This move enables uninsured, hard-
working, middle-class families to secure coverage for their babies and possibly avoid
financial devastation if their baby is born with serious health issues.
“On behalf of Oklahoma hospitals that provide care for these infants, we are extremely
pleased that this coverage can begin as soon as possible.”
Doak added that the Oklahoma Health Insurance High Risk Pool is not a government-funded
program. While the OHRP was established by statute and is governed by its appointed board
of directors, coverage is funded through a combination of premiums paid by enrolled
policyholders and assessments paid into the pool by Oklahoma’s private insurance
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companies. Coverage is not subsidized by tax dollars.
The OHRP typically insures those whose preexisting medical conditions make it impossible or
unaffordable to find insurance on the private market. Blue Cross and Blue Shield is
contracted to manage the system.
“The High Risk Pool is an effective way, privately funded way to address these complex
circumstances,” Doak said. “Those who prove difficult to insure otherwise are enrolled in a
system that spreads the risk over all carriers in the state rather than a single company.”
“It took a lot of time, effort and cooperation to reach this point,” Doak added. “But we are
pleased to say that when it comes to health insurance in Oklahoma, options exist for every
child of any age.”

- 30 - 
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: child-only insurance letter
Date: Friday, January 06, 2012 3:49:00 PM

Katie, I think these changes reflect what you were saying, but let me know your thoughts or if I
missed the mark here.  I appreciate it. – Keili
 
 
---
December 20, 2011
 
James Cooper

Depew, OK 74028
 
Dear Mr. Cooper:
 

Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin regarding the emergency rule that was
recently signed concerning child-only insurance coverage.   We have shared your views with the Governor and she
has asked me to respond. 
 

In response to the passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and new federal
regulations, insurance companies in Oklahoma have not offered any new child-only policies for the past 18
months.  Therefore, in recent months, Insurance Commissioner John Doak sought to expand insurance options for
uninsured children in Oklahoma. 

 
In an attempt to close the gap created by the PPACA, two rule changes were proposed to advance

participation in the market. The initial rule change occurred in July 2011 and allowed for an open enrollment
period to encourage insurance companies to rejoin the 0 to 19 age group market – no companies participated.  In
a second attempt, an emergency rule was drafted to immediately revive insurance participation in the child-only
market, and included the removal of birth as a qualifying event, which Governor Fallin signed.

 
Governor Fallin understands the serious implications of the remaining gap in coverage for children less

than one year of age, and she hopes that steps will be taken to ensure that child-only coverage remains a viable
option for the majority of uninsured children.  She will monitor potential solutions to the problem that both
secure coverage for the uninsured, while fostering a strong and competitive insurance market.

 
Persistent and aggressive policies are being pursued by the Oklahoma Insurance Department to further

bridge the gap for uninsured children in Oklahoma. Additionally, the Governor is uncompromising in finding
solutions to our healthcare challenges and is committed to working with other members of our state’s
government to make a positive impact so that Oklahoma will remain a wonderful place to live.

 
Thank you again for taking the time to share your views with Governor Fallin.  As we address the many

challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to do so.
 
Sincerely,
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Cody Inman
Public Affairs Liaison
 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
www.ok.gov/governor
www.FallinforBusiness.com
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From: Rick Farmer
To: Craig Perry
Subject: Child-only
Date: Friday, January 27, 2012 10:06:28 AM

Craig:  below is the information we distributed a couple of weeks ago.  I will forward
you this weeks press release.  Thanks, Rick

------------------------
Rick Farmer PhD
Assistant Commissioner 
405.522.4609

 

You probably heard that Senators Burrage and Adelson held a press
conference today and proposed legislation regarding child-only insurance.
I wanted to make sure that you have all of the information you need to
respond to any inquiries that you receive.  To that end, you can find our
child-only insurance guide at
http://www.ok.gov/oid/documents/Child_Only_Media.pdf

 

Sen. Burrage is proposing to eliminate the emergency rule proposed by
the Insurance Commissioner and signed by the Governor.  Unfortunately,
that action would return Oklahoma to a situation where many children
would not have a health insurance option.  Immediately after the
emergency rule was announced OID began collecting a call-back list of
families who wanted to buy the insurance as soon as it was available.
Eliminating those families only option does not take us in the right
direction.

 

The Senators seem to want the Commissioner to mandate that insurance
companies offer coverage to children.  Only the legislature has the
authority to create insurance mandates, the insurance department does
not have that authority.

 

Senator Adelson is proposing a mandate bill.  Of course, the discussion of
mandates versus markets is one that legislators face frequently.  And, if
Senator Burrage’s repeal takes effect before Senator Adelson’s mandate
then children are left without their only option.

 

Commissioner Doak is committed to defending Oklahoma’s consumers. 
Unfortunately, because of mandates in PPACA and subsequent statements
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by President Obama every insurance company in Oklahoma decided they
would leave the child-only market.  Commissioner Doak and the OID staff
have spent the past 12 months working to solve this problem. 
Commissioner Doak will continue to fight for Oklahoma’s consumers. 

 

This is a complex issue and answers to many more questions are
available in the guide.  Please let me know if you have any additional
questions.

 

Thanks,

Rick

__________________

Rick Farmer, PhD

405.522.4609

www.oid.ok.gov
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Chris Baker commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s photo
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 6:33:47 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Chris Baker commented on Governor Mary Fallin's photo.

Chris wrote: "I agree with everyone else , please reject the Obamacare!"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this photo. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: GovTech Today
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: City Social Media Rankings, Health-Care Chaos, Chicago"s Data Brains
Date: Friday, March 30, 2012 6:14:13 AM

Subscribe to Government Technology  |  View Newsletter in Browser

Friday, March 30, 2012

Top Story

The ‘Year of Chaos’ for Health Insurance Exchanges 

Are the Supreme Court’s deliberations derailing state efforts?

Advertisement

In here, our expertise allows you to focus on yours. AT&T can help

manage, monitor and maintain enterprise-wide application solutions so you

can concentrate on your long-term strategy while improving performance.

Click here to see how.

News and Features

Nevada County, Calif., Overhauls Its Website to Engage Citizens in the Ways They Want 

County lets residents submit and vote on ideas to improve the website.

Chicago’s Data Brain Trust Tells All

In this Q&A, Chicago Chief Data Officer Brett Goldstein and his staff go in-depth about intercity

collaboration, advanced data mining, standardized definitions and data cataloging.

     Related: Chicago, Cook County and Illinois Start ‘Convergence Cloud’ 

                     A step closer to the holy grail of one data website for everything. 

The Best Social Media Cities — Local Governments Ranked 

Where does your city government rank in its usage of Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, according to a

University of Illinois at Chicago study?

Job Listing

Technology careers in the public and private sectors.

Question of the Day
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In what ways do most iPhone 4S users prefer to use Siri?

Most Popular

Will the ‘Dot-NYC’ Domain Start a Trend? Maybe Not

New York City is pursuing its own “dot-nyc” top-level domain extension, but other cities might not follow

suit. Here’s why.

What’s Inside Utah’s iPad User’s Manual for State Employees

The guide for state workers to offer support, guidance on bring-your-own devices.

Editor's Choice

California Creates IT Staff Development Position

The new executive will focus on cultivating the state government's 10,000-person technology workforce

that has been hit by hiring freezes, staffing reductions and training cuts.

Industry Papers

4 Key Areas to Recognize in a People Economy - Value Management White
Paper
In this complimentary whitepaper, Seth Halpern, Director of Value Management at

Workday, discusses the four key areas companies need to recognize in the new

“people economy.” Download the paper here.

Get Started with Cloud 
Do you consider cloud to be all about IT infrastructure? Think again. Cloud

applications and services enable business innovation and IT transformation. Cloud

enables innovation and transformation by lowering business and IT operating costs

and improving business and IT processes by standardizing applications, infrastructure

and service processes. Download the paper here.

Five Myths of Cloud Computing 
This white paper separates fact from fiction, reality from myth, and, in doing so, will

aide senior IT executives as they make decisions around cloud computing. While

dispelling cloud computing myths, we will answer tough questions: How hard is it to

adopt a private or hybrid cloud? How difficult is it to maintain and secure a cloud?

How will the cloud transform my business? Do I have the right skill sets in place?

What are some of my cost considerations? Download the paper here.

Top Blog

America Is Outgunned in its Battle Against Cyberattacks

Are cyber-criminals too good to be stopped?

This email was sent to: governor@gov.ok.gov.
Unsubscribe | Opt out of all  e.Republic email | Privacy Statement

© e.Republic.  All  rights reserved. 100 Blue Ravine Road, Folsom, CA 95630. Phone: 916-932-1300
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CHARLES D. KEY 
State Capitol Building, Room 405 
2300 North Lincoln 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
Office:  (405) 557-7354    
Fax:  (405) 962-7617 
charles.key@okhouse.gov 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
January 25, 2012 
 
 Health Exchanges have become a controversial issue as they are mandated by The Affordable 
Care Act, aka ObamaCare.  Many states have challenged their constitutionality and others have 
passed laws nullifying implementation of the Affordable Care Act, or parts of it, in their state. 

These exchanges are the cornerstone of The Affordable Care Act and without the exchanges 
ObamaCare cannot be fully implemented.  Understanding our options as a state are very 
important not only because this law is a major piece of legislation but because it will 
fundamentally change our way of life. 

I have been working with The Heartland Institute on this subject and want to extend an 
invitation to you to attend one or all of three presentations to learn about Health Care 
Exchanges, The Affordable Care Act, and what we can do in Oklahoma to protect our citizens. 

Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The 
Heartland Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this 
subject.   Kendal Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland 
Institute is a 27-year-old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and 
promoting ideas that empower people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, 
develop, and promote free-market solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland 
Institute distributes six monthly public policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public 
policy issues to every national and state elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local 
officials and thousands of civic and business leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and 
booklets. Approximately 130 academics and professional economists participate in its peer 
review process, and more than 200 elected officials currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A 
telephone survey of randomly selected state and local elected officials conducted in 2011 found 
79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials read at least one of Heartland’s 
publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication changed their mind or led 
to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual budget of $6 million. 
Heartland does not accept government funding.  

Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on 
national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. 
Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter  
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Page Two 
January 25, 2012 
 
 
for U.S. Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to 
his work with Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, 
politics, and culture, published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book 
editor for Eagle Publishing, where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas 
of politics, history, and sports. He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent 
conservative activist community site, and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily 
podcast focused on politics, policy, and the marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & 
Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the 
Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in 2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by 
the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution.  
For your convenience and because of demanding schedules, there will be three different events 
to make it possible for you to attend.  Each presentation will not be the same although each will 
include discussion of the effect of Health Care Exchanges & Reform information.  The times and 
locations are: 
 
Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber 
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A 
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard 
 
The general public is invited to any of these events. 
 
I hope you will attend. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Charles Key 
 
CK:sb 
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Claim and Response: Addressing the Democrats’ False Choices in ObamaCare 
 

Claim:  Repeal would disrupt or deny millions of Americans health benefits they now receive 

Response:  Democrats are forcing a false choice between meaningful reforms and a government 

takeover of health care. The American people want sensible improvements to the nation’s health care 

system, but don’t believe it should be paid for with new mandates, tax hikes, and $2.6 trillion in new 

government spending. Republicans have and continue to support commonsense reforms, like expanding 

coverage for individuals with preexisting conditions and extending parental coverage to young adults up 

to the age of 26. We can move forward with these types of meaningful reforms without launching a  

government takeover of health care. 

 

Claim: Repeal would increase health care costs on employers 

Response: Repeal of ObamaCare would eliminate a costly new mandate requiring employers with more 

than 50 employees to choose between providing government-approved health care or paying a $2,000 

penalty per employee (after the first 30 employees). A small business with 50 employees that doesn’t 

provide government-approved health insurance would be hit with $42,000 in new government penalties 

simply by hiring one more worker. These penalties take effect in 2014, and already, the threat of higher 

costs is undermining job creation. An analysis of the Democrats’ health care law by the chief actuary for 

Medicare discovered two disturbing realities: 1. ObamaCare has only exacerbated the challenge of rising 

health care costs, with total costs expected to rise by $311 billion over the next ten years; and 2. In the 

first five years, the employer mandate will cost employers roughly $87 billion in penalties paid to the 

federal government. In short, ObamaCare has forced employers to choose between unsustainable 

health care costs or government penalties. 

 

Claim: Repeal would eliminate tax credits for small businesses 

Response:  In less than 5 years, the Democrats’ health care law eliminates the so-called small business 

tax relief. Not only is this supposed relief temporary, its complex requirements provide a perverse 

incentive for small businesses to keep wages low and to hire fewer workers. The National Center for 

Policy Analysis reports that “the credit is arbitrarily reduced as firms grow, penalizing employers that 

hire more workers or increase their salaries.” Bill Rys, a tax counsel with the National Federation of 

Independent Business, has stated, “The fact that you’re losing a portion of the credit because you 

brought in a new employee is going to have to factor into the cost of who you’re hiring."  

 

Claim: Repeal is violating an open legislative process that was important to passing health care reform 

Response: After months of public outrage, Democrats jammed through Congress a more than 2,700-

page health care bill drafted by the Democratic leadership of the United States Senate. No legislative 

hearing, committee consideration, or amendments were allowed by the House Democratic leadership 

before the bill was signed into law by President Obama. The Republican proposal provides each Member 

of Congress with an opportunity to vote “yes” or “no” on repealing the Democrats’ government 

takeover of health care. The Republican proposal will also allow the country to undertake a process that 
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will engage every member of Congress and the American public in developing meaningful health care 

reform.  

 

Claim: Repeal is shutting out the voices of the American people 

Response: After months of consultation and input from the American people, House Republicans 

drafted and released last September the Pledge to America. Republicans promised in the Pledge to 

repeal Obamacare and replace it with real reform to lower the costs of health care. The American 

people have rejected the Democrats’ health care law and Republicans are fulfilling our pledge to cast 

our votes to repeal and replace it. 
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Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded  
  
The Oklahoman Editorial | Published: July 31, 2012    <image002.gif>16  

SUPPORTERS of President Barack Obama's health care law claim conservatives offer no 
alternative other than a return to an untenable status quo. 

In reality, Republicans have produced bold reform proposals that would allow officials to both 
repeal and replace Obamacare. 

Oklahoma's own U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Muskogee, introduced the Patients' Choice Act in 
2009 (along with U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and others.) 

Coburn's plan would grant individuals the same tax advantages employers get for purchasing 
health insurance. That would greatly benefit Oklahoma's countless self-employed farmers, 
ranchers and other entrepreneurs, as well as uninsured workers. 

Coburn's bill also gives every American a $2,290 tax credit (or $5,710 per family) to buy health 
insurance. The tax credit would cover the employee's share of a policy while the employer 
continues to cover the rest, as occurs currently. Any remaining tax credit money could be used 
for a health savings account covering routine medical expenses. 

The legislation reforms Medicaid by giving low-income families an additional $5,000 on top of 
their tax credit. That would provide a family $10,710 to buy insurance coverage outside of 
Medicaid. Coburn notes that 40 percent of doctors and hospitals nationally refuse to accept 
Medicaid patients due to low payments. His plan would therefore improve low-income families' 
access to health care. 

On the other hand, Obamacare doesn't address Medicaid's problems; it merely supersizes the 
program. 

Coburn's bill calls for state insurance exchanges giving citizens access to a wide range of 
insurance products with guaranteed coverage regardless of age or pre-existing conditions. 
Unlike Obamacare, Coburn's plan isn't financed by cutting Medicare funding, and it doesn't 
require new spending or new taxes. One independent estimate predicted Coburn's bill could 
save $70 billion and provide coverage to a majority of uninsured Americans. 

Ryan, budget guru of the U.S. House, has called for transforming Medicare to a premium-
support payment for currently younger workers and increasing competitive bidding in the 
system. He also wants to convert the federal share of Medicaid spending into a block grant for 
states, indexed for inflation and population growth, allowing state-level reforms.  
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Liberals who decry repeal efforts act as though Obamacare has resolved health care problems. 
It hasn't. Surveys indicate many experienced doctors are considering retirement due to the law 
and fewer people may enter the medical profession. 

Steve Jacob, adjunct faculty with the University of North Texas Health Science Center, estimates 
the United States will need to produce an additional 24,000 doctors annually for 20 years to 
meet demand under Obamacare. He notes one in four Oklahoma physicians is 60 or older, and 
Oklahoma has only 69 primary-care physicians for every 100,000 residents. 

Health care costs are predicted to skyrocket under Obamacare. Jacob estimates the average 
family premium in Oklahoma will be $22,128 by 2020 under Obamacare, compared with 
$13,006 in 2010. Oklahoma employees' share will nearly double while deductibles will surge to 
$5,200 from $1,977. The average Oklahoma employee share of the premium and deductible 
combined would comprise about 12.5 percent of median household income. 

Obamacare is clearly unsustainable. It lacks buy-in from patients and doctors; its financial 
impact on government finance and private incomes will be devastating. 

Obamacare won't improve our health care woes. Coburn and Ryan show there are sustainable 
alternatives to improve patient coverage without breaking the bank. 

 
 
Read more: http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-
are-unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22E7fDVEa 
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Health Policy Matters

Friday, July, 29, 2011

Clarity, Confidence, and Governing with a
Vision
By Grace-Marie Turner

Charles Krauthammer's piece today is a must read to give

much-needed clarity to the debt ceiling battles consuming

Washington.

He explains that the battles are a reflection of "the distinctive

visions of the two parties -- social-democratic versus limited-

government" and that these very different visions "have

underlain every debate on every issue since Barack Obama's

inauguration: the stimulus, the auto bailouts, health-care

reform, financial regulation, deficit spending. Everything. The

debt ceiling is but the latest focus of this fundamental divide.

"The sausage-making may be unsightly, but the problem is not

that Washington is broken, that ridiculous, ubiquitous cliché.

The problem is that these two visions are in competition, and

the definitive popular verdict has not yet been rendered... That

awaits definitive resolution, the rubber match of November

2012.

"I have every sympathy with the conservative

counterrevolutionaries. Their containment of the Obama

experiment has been remarkable. But reversal -- rollback, in

Cold War parlance -- is simply not achievable until

conservatives receive a mandate to govern from the White

House," Krauthammer writes.

House Republicans will be blamed if a deal isn't reached,

and they will be held responsible for the fallout. The White

House is looking for every opportunity to blame someone else

for the miserable economy -- including today's economic

numbers showing we are dangerously close to another

recession.

Speaker Boehner recognizes this risk more than anyone, and
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he is doing everything he can to put together a bill that will get

to 218 votes.

The debt crisis is a health spending crisis, plain and simple,

and real change will take much longer. Government spending

on health care entitlements will bankrupt this nation unless we

reform these programs. And ObamaCare's new entitlement

programs will make the problems much, much worse.

We must take the long view and know that the American

people want to have confidence that their leaders can govern.

Passing the debt ceiling bill in the House will provide that

confidence so that conservatives can continue the real work of

scaling back government and providing the climate for a

prosperous economic future.

NFIB shockwave poll: The National Federation of

Independent Business caused shockwaves this week with an

extensive poll that showed 57% of small businesses were

either very or somewhat likely to drop coverage after the

health law takes effect. The survey also showed that, since the

law passed, 12% of small employers said their health plan has

been, or soon will be, terminated.

But the real blockbuster finding, which has not been widely

reported, is that 55% of them say it is "not too likely" (18%) or

"not at all likely" (37%!) that their business will have an

employee health insurance plan a year from now!

This is shocking, indeed. But there is a very positive and

optimistic alternative. The survey also found that 57% of small

businesses would continue to participate in health coverage if

they had a different option -- one that involves giving

employees a "tax-excluded contribution" they could use to

purchase health insurance in an "open market."

This is the defined contribution model that we believe is the

future of 21st century health benefits after ObamaCare falls. A

defined contribution (which works like a 401k) would give

employees more control over their choices of health insurance

coverage, give them ownership so the policy is portable and

not dependent upon their job, and provide a greater incentive

to shop for the best value -- thereby forcing the health

insurance marketplace to provide better benefits at better

prices.

NFIB can lead the way on this.

Kaiser shockwave poll: Americans are pessimistic that the

new health care law will improve the quality of medicine, do a

better job of protecting consumers, or lower costs, according

to a new Kaiser poll.

41% said quality would decline under the law

49% say health costs will rise. Many say they already are
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feeling the impact: six of 10 people with private insurance

are seeing higher premiums; half cite increases in their

co-pays and deductibles.

Only 20% believe that consumer protections will improve

under the law.

The law gets more unpopular by the day.

Feds moving in: During the debt battles, a major story slipped

off the radar:

Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius

announced this week that the feds are moving into 10 states

that she believes are deficient in regulating health insurance

rates in individual and small group markets.

Starting Sept. 1, "federal and state officials will begin to

scrutinize proposed rate increases of more than 10 percent to

determine if they are justified," according to correspondent

Robert Pear's report in The New York Times.

Seven states -- Alabama, Arizona, Idaho, Louisiana, Missouri,

Montana, and Wyoming -- don't have effective rate review

programs in either market. Virginia, Iowa, and Pennsylvania

will be scrutinized for rates offered to small groups.

Sen. John Barrasso, "Wyoming's Doctor," is rightfully fighting

back. "In Wyoming, state leaders have chosen to let the free

market work. The president and his administration have no

idea what is best for the people of Wyoming," he said.

This is a harbinger of what's coming with ObamaCare as the

feds treat the states like subjects rather than the sovereign

entities that the Constitution deems them to be.

Hot and cold: Washington seems to be in the most intense

legislative battles when the weather is at its most extreme. And

the heated battles over the debt ceiling with heat index

temperatures reaching 120° in some parts of the city this

month is par for the course.

But I'm right now in Colorado, where there is still snow on the

mountains! I'm here to participate in a debate over health

reform at the Colorado Health Foundation's 30th annual

meeting. Watch this space for more. Teaser: I won a bushel of

delicious Colorado peaches in the debate.

APP OF THE WEEK

Mobile App: Sunlight Health
Sunlight Health helps medical patients and their families make

informed decisions about health care services and prescription

drug options. Using data from government and nonprofit

institutions, the app covers three categories: health care
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Steamboat Institute Event

August 19-20, 2011

Steamboat Springs, CO

Grace-Marie Turner will participate in

the "Fixing Medicare and

Strengthening America: A Health Care

Reform Toolkit" panel at 9:10am on

Saturday, August 20.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Health Equity
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Multicultural & Minority Medicine Event

August 22-23, 2011

Washington, DC
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facilities, medical suppliers and prescription drugs. From their

iPhone or Android phone, users can search for ratings on local

hospitals and nursing homes, find nearby locations to

purchase home medical supplies and research prescription

drug options. 

Download now >>

back to top 

GALEN IN THE NEWS

Washington's Rebate Tax Would Be Paid By Seniors
Grace-Marie Turner
Kaiser Health News, 07/27/11

Leading congressional Democrats have proposed a new tax on prescription drugs for seniors -- a tax

that would have the effect of increasing Medicare drug plan premiums for some seniors by as much as

40 percent. Lawmakers wouldn't describe their plan that way, of course, but that would be the effect of

their proposal to require drug companies to pay Medicaid-style rebates to Medicare. If the new Medicare

rebate tax were imposed, more than 17 million seniors who don't qualify for low-income subsidies would

face drug benefit premiums that would be 20 to 40 percent higher than they are paying now, and they

would face an average of $200 a year in higher out-of-pocket costs, according to a study by Doug Holtz-

Eakin and Michael Ramlet of American Action Forum. The rebate plan is not a way to cut government

spending but is simply a ploy to shift higher costs to seniors. Congress should look elsewhere for real

savings rather than resorting to gimmicks that will trick seniors into paying the bill.  

Read More »

Jobs Gone to Obamacare
Grace-Marie Turner
National Review Online: Critical Condition, 07/22/11

The conclusion is inescapable that Obamacare is killing job creation and smothering the recovery, and

now The Heritage Foundation's James Sherk has produced a study that clearly shows the correlation.

He compared job growth before and after the health overhaul law passed in March of 2010 and finds

that it basically flatlined after the law was signed. Before Obamacare passed, the number of new jobs

was soaring. Private-sector job creation had improved by an average of nearly 68,000 a month in the 15

months before April 2010. But in the 15 months since then, it has slowed to an average of 6,500 a

month, a ten-fold drop. Sherk points out in his paper that "correlation cannot prove causation." But he

says the evidence "does lend strong weight to the voices of business who say that the law is preventing

hiring." 

Read More »

HEALTH REFORM

Small Business and Health Insurance: One Year After Enactment of PPACA

National Federation of Independent Business, 07/11

Small Businesses and PPACA: If They Like Their Coverage, Can They Keep It?
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Douglas Holtz-Eakin, Testimony before the House Small Business Committee Subcommittee on

Healthcare and Technology, 07/28/11

National Health Spending Projections Through 2020: Economic Recovery And Reform Drive Faster

Spending Growth

Sean P. Keehan, Andrea M. Sisko, Christopher J. Truffer, John A. Poisal, Gigi A. Cuckler, Andrew J.

Madison, Joseph M. Lizonitz, and Sheila D. Smith, Health Affairs, 08/11

Nation's Health Care Bill  To Nearly Double By 2020

Phil Galewitz, Kaiser Health News, 07/28/11

If Health Spending Controls Fail, What Are the Options?

Stuart Butler, Ph.D., The Heritage Foundation, 07/26/11

Is Obamacare the Source of Obama's Approval Woes?

Jeffrey H. Anderson, The Weekly Standard: The Blog, 07/25/11

Poll Finds Americans Gloomy On Some Promises In Health Law

Jordan Rau, Kaiser Health News, 07/28/11

The GOP's Secret Weapon: Flower Power

Karlyn Bowman and Andrew Rugg, The Wall Street Journal, 07/28/11

Reviving Formal Rulemaking: Openness and Accountability for Obamacare

Gary Lawson, The Heritage Foundation, 07/25/11

'The Flight to the Exchanges'

The Wall Street Journal, 07/25/11

Federal Auditors Will Soon Review Health Insurance Rates in 10 States

Robert Pear, The New York Times, 07/25/11

Employer Health Reform Survey Results

Lockton, 06/11

82% Say Workers Should Be Allowed To Choose Their Own Insurance

Rasmussen Reports, 07/27/11

The Road to a Downgrade

The Wall Street Journal, 07/28/11

CONSUMER CHOICE MATTERS® NEWS

The 7 Things Your Health Insurance Customers Are Not Telling You

Accenture, 07/11

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

Implementation of Medicare Part D and Nondrug Medical Spending for Elderly Adults With Limited Prior

Drug Coverage

J. Michael McWilliams, MD, PhD, Alan M. Zaslavsky, PhD, Haiden A. Huskamp, PhD, The Journal of the
American Medical Association, 07/27/11

A Dangerous Medicare Proposal

Tomas J. Philipson, The Wall Street Journal, 07/26/11

Trends in Medigap Coverage and Enrollment, 2010-2011

America's Health Insurance Plans, 07/11
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STATE ISSUES

The High Price of Massachusetts Health Care Reform

David G. Tuerck, PhD, Paul Bachman, MSIE, Michael Head, MSEP, The Beacon Hill Institute, 06/11

Read more on the Health Reform Hub >>

back to top 
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The CLASS Program:  

Budget Gimmick and Unsustainable Entitlement 

Program that will Increase the Federal Deficit 
 
ObamaCare established a new long-term care insurance entitlement program run by the federal 
government called the “Community Living Assistance Services and Supports” (CLASS) 
program.  While the CLASS program became effective on January 1, 2011, the Department of 
Health and Human Services does not have to designate a federal long-term care benefit plan until 
October 1, 2012.   
 
The CLASS Program is widely regarded as a budget gimmick.   
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimated the CLASS program will reduce the deficit 
by $70.2 billion over the next 10 years.  However, this “savings” reflects the fact the program 
will collect beneficiary premiums for 5 years before having to pay out any long-term care 
benefits.  Instead of keeping the first 5 years of premiums collected to pay out future benefits, 
Democrats dedicated those funds to pay for ObamaCare.  It is this kind of budget smoke-and-
mirrors that hides the fact that ObamaCare is unsustainable.  Senate Democrat Budget 
Committee Chairman Kent Conrad called the CLASS program “a Ponzi scheme of the first order 
– something Bernie Madoff would be proud of.”   
 
The CLASS program is at “significant risk” of failing. 

The Administration’s actuaries predict the CLASS program faces “a significant risk of failure” 
as a result of adverse selection, meaning that sick people will disproportionately enroll in the 
program.  CBO agrees the CLASS program “could be subject to considerable financial risk in the 
future” if it does not attract a sufficiently healthy group of enrollees.  When adverse selection 
occurs, premiums will increase, further discouraging healthy individuals from enrolling and 
causing what the actuaries refer to as a “death spiral.” The result would be an unsustainable 
program with high benefit expenditures and either insufficient premiums to support those 
benefits or premiums that are so high that individuals will not enroll.   
 
The CLASS program will increase the deficit in the long run. 

According to CBO, CLASS will dramatically increase the deficit in the long-term, by tens of 
billions of dollars every decade.  The Administration’s own actuaries predict that, starting in 
2025, projected benefits will exceed premium revenues, resulting in a net Federal cost in the long 
term.  A budget crisis – like the one confronting Medicare and Social Security – is inevitable. 

 
Another taxpayer bailout may be necessary if the CLASS Program is not repealed. 

If CLASS becomes unsustainable, the federal government would have limited options including 
a taxpayer bailout or terminating the program altogether. 
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TO: Insurance 
  
DATE: 3/1/2011 
  
TIME: 08:00 AM 
  
PLACE: ROOM 412C 
  
AGENDA: 1. **ANY BILLS NOT ADDRESSED IN THE INSURANCE 

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 
WILL BE TAKEN UP ON THE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, AGENDA 
IN ROOM 412C AT 4:30 P.M. ANY BILLS NOT ADDRESSED IN THE 
INSURANCE COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, WILL BE TAKEN UP ON THE 
THURSDAY, MARCH 3, AGENDA IN ROOM 432A AT 8:00 A.M. 

  
 2. Welcome and Introductions 
  
 3. HB1046 - Changing CompSource; creating Mutual Insurance Company; 

repealer - Faught* 
  
 4. HB1218 - Children; clarifying language - Kirby* 
  
 5. HB1239 - Insurance; clarifying language - Sherrer* 
  
 6. HB1422 - Modifying annual insurance plan start date for education 

employees - Casey* 
  
 7. HB1831 - Certified Real Estate Appraisers Act; modifying various 

provisions - Trebilcock* 
  
 8. HB1969 - Insurance; clarifying language - Mulready* 
  
 9. HB2041 - Workers compensation; liability for certain damages; 

clarifying language - Sullivan* 
  
 10. HB2071 - Annual Financial Report Act; clarifying language - Key* 
  
 11. HB2072 - Insurance Code; clarifying language - Key* 
  
 12. HB2073 - Insurance; authorizing Insurance Commissioner to negotiate 

certain compacts or agreements - Key* 
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 13. HB2076 - Unfair Claims Settlement Practices Act; clarifying language - 
Key* 

  
 14. HB2077 - Credit Information in Personal Insurance Act; clarifying 

language - Key* 
  
 15. HB2078 - Professional Employer Organizations; modifying 

requirements - Key* 
  
 16. HB2079 - Healthcare Exchange Act - Key* 
  
 17. HB2081 - Insurance; modifying Employer Health Insurance Purchasing 

Group Act - Key* 
  
 18. Other business and adjournment 
  
 
Representative Charles Key, Chair  
Representative Dan Kirby, Vice Chair  
  
Members:  
Representative Mike Christian  
Representative David Dank  
Representative Joe Dorman  
Representative Danny Morgan  
Representative Glen Mulready  
Representative Marty Quinn  
Representative Mike Ritze  
Representative Sean Roberts  
Representative Mike Shelton  
Representative Jabar Shumate  
Representative Steve Vaughan  
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: CMS Press release on Early Innovator Grant
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 7:46:56 AM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, February 16, 2011

Contact: HHS Press Office
(202) 690-6343

States Leading the Way on Implementation: HHS Awards “Early
Innovator” Grants to Seven States

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today announced the award of seven
cooperative agreements to help a group of “Early Innovator” states design and implement the
information technology (IT) infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance Exchanges.  These
states are leading the way on building a better health insurance marketplace, one that allows
individuals and small-business owners to pool their purchasing power to negotiate lower rates. 
Using these new funds, the Early Innovator states will develop Exchange IT models that can be
adopted and tailored by other states.

Kansas, Maryland, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Wisconsin, and a consortium of New England
states will receive a total of approximately $241 million.  Information on how much each state or
consortium will receive and how each will use the grant funds is available at
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/exchanges02162011a.html.

“Early Innovator states will play a critical role in developing a consumer-friendly marketplace
where insurers must compete to deliver the best deal,” said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. 
“These grants ensure that consumers in every state will be able to easily navigate their way
through health insurance options.”

Starting in 2014, Exchanges will help individuals and small employers shop for, select, and enroll in
high-quality, affordable private health plans that fit their individual needs at competitive prices.  By
providing a place for one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier
and more understandable.  Similar to any consumer-based industry such as the airline or banking
industries, sophisticated, consumer-friendly IT infrastructure will be critical to the success of the
Exchanges.  Although Exchanges are not scheduled to launch until 2014, work is already underway
to design and implement them across the country.  As states prepare, they have requested early
funding assistance to develop the right IT, particularly with respect to eligibility and enrollment
systems.

All Early Innovator states have committed to assuring that the technology they develop is reusable
and transferable.  Using the grants, they will develop the building blocks for Exchange IT systems,
providing models for how Exchange IT systems can be created.  This will help states to establish
their Exchanges quickly and efficiently using the models and building blocks created by the Early
Innovator states.  At the same time, states continue to have the flexibility to develop an Exchange
that best meets the needs of their unique health insurance market without having to start from
scratch.

The seven grantees offer a diversity that will be valuable to all states as they work to set up their
Exchanges.  The grantees represent different regions of the country, as well as different Exchange
governance structures and Information Systems.  This diversity will help ensure that a wide range
of IT models are developed, and every state will benefit. 

“Everyone wins,” said Don Berwick.  “This grant program means that states don’t have to waste
money reinventing the wheel, and consumers get the best of the best.”

Summary of Early Innovator Grants

·                     Kansas: Kansas Insurance Department, $31,537,465

·                     Maryland: Maryland Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, $6,227,454
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·                     Multi-State Consortia: University of Massachusetts Medical School, $35,591,333

·                     New York: New York Department of Health, $27,431,432

·                     Oklahoma: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, $54,582,269

·                     Oregon: Oregon Health Authority, $48,096,307

·                     Wisconsin: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, $37,757,266

For more information on grant specifics and state summaries, please visit
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/exchanges02162011a.html.

###

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 7:47:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dana

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73071

Subject: 
Affordable Health Care Act

Message: 
I am an enrolled member of the Muscogee Creek Nation. I am a woman and work
with Indian tribes. I have used Indian Health Services since I was born. This health
care assisted me in getting my doctorate at the University of Oklahoma. I have
always been proud of my heritage and being an Oklahoman. However I am not
proud of your decision to harm many people by not choosing to establish an
exchange under the Affordable Health Care Act. Your decision is a sign of
selfishness by pushing your political agenda and harming thousands and thousands
of Oklahomans who will be left out of the Medicare/caid expansion. Please stop
going on TV and misrepresenting the wants and needs of Oklahomans. Stop saying
that Oklahoma does not want Obamacare because not all of us share your political
selfishness and unintelligent decisions. You do not represent my view & I did not
vote for your. You have worked relentlessly to unwind all of the great work that
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Brad Henry accomplished with tribes.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 10:47:09 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Nancy Christian

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Okmulgee

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74448

Subject: 
Health careful

Message: 
First, am I hearing this riight? You were not honest about the new healthcare
(obamacare) and you refused to release some papers and figures. That is as good
as saying you or guilty. Can we please stop playing republican against democract?
You were elected to serve the people, therefore please stoplaying the party game
and do what is right for the people. I have also noticed that you sure travel a lot.
Most of that travel we are paying for and it has nothing to do with Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 3:55:05 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Eric Wright

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73034

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I just want to express my support to Governor Fallin for not establishing a state run
exchange.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, December 02, 2012 4:21:21 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Isaiah Queen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sapulpa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74066

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I must honestly say I'm outraged by your independent decision to deny government
funding towards healthcare reform. Obamacare would allow many in dire need of
healthcare the opportunity to receive it. I myself and children have been on sooner
care for almost a year due to the skyrocketing healthcare cost and increase in the
cost of living. For you to decide on your own that denying the federal governments
extension to medicaid is not for Oklahoma is absurd. I will rally against you and
your campaign from this day forth and am sending letters to several Oklahoma
representatives to try in every effort to change this. I like many Americans feel this
is what is right for our country hence Obama's re-election. Almost half of
Oklahoma's votes went to Obama you must rethink how you will remain in office
and going against what the majority of the country or state wants will not keep you
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in your position.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, December 02, 2012 9:02:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sabrina sanders

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Moore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73160

Subject: 
Gun laws & Obamacare

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, You are ruining this state. We are watching pass stupid laws like being
able to carry a gun. I work in a hospital and I see the results of this daily, I would
like to send all the children who are shot, to your house and let you tell those
parents why you decided it was okay for regular people to carry guns. Then
Oklahoma is a very poor state with millions who need Medicaid., It is beyond mt
comprehension why you would let the entire state suffer. I know it's political, trying
to further your career, it's the only thing I can see that would let you cause so
much suffering. I signed the petition and called your office to say I want our state
to have those Obamacare benefits, I know thousands have signed besides my self.
So are you listening? You can be voted out, and if you let this go, half the state will
hate you enough to kick you to the curb.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 7:21:52 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna Bowers

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Helena

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73741

Subject: 
Thank You

Message: 
I would like to thank you for taking a stand on Obamacare insurance exchanges
and refusing to set one up. That's the best thing the states can do - refuse to
participate and leave the mess up to the Congress. Keep up the good work, you are
making national news more than you think.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 9:30:03 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Fordenbacher

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73110

Subject: 
Thank you

Message: 
Thank you for not creating a state health insurance exchange.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:04:33 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Susie Shockey

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Ada

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74820

Subject: 
Obamacare & Terminally Ill

Message: 
Is it actually in the current law under Obamacare that patients that have diagnosed
with a terminal illness, such as cancer, will be denied by medicare treatments,
including badly needed procedures unrelated to the terminal illness? Those patients
are basically sent to hospice to die to make more money available for those
patients who are still contributing members of society? If this is true, this is a
horrendous cruelty to our society.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 9:23:22 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Virgil Kent Ragsdale

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Altus

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73521

Subject: 
0bamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Falin I am writing to ask you to NULLIFY the "Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act," otherwise known as "Obamacare," by declaring it to be
unconstitutional and void within Oklahoma's borders; and to arrest any agent of the
federal government who attempts to enforce Obamacare within Oklahoma. ;

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 11:29:09 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Michael Hoyt

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Harrah

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73045

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Thank you very much for joining other Republican governors in refusing to set up
an Obamacare exchange. You are doing the right thing for Oklahoma. Great job.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 11:17:45 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Karen Ives

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Buffalo

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73834

Subject: 
Expansion of Medicaid

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I have been in healthcare for 44.5 years and am retiring in the
month of December. I know that your office has been bombarded with calls from
members of the Oklahoma Hospital Association urging you to add the state's
uninsured to Medicaid. I applaud you for taking the stance you have taken. Hold
your ground. Thank you for serving the great state of Oklahoma

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 10:23:24 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sam Jurrens

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73116

Subject: 
Healthcare Reform

Message: 
I overwhelming support Oklahoma's fight against "Obamacare." I am finding it
difficult to find more information about it anywhere and what steps I can take to
help the fight. Thanks!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 7:09:38 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sonya Wilburn

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
choctaw

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73020

Subject: 
Healthcare

Message: 
Dear Gov Fallin, Thank you for standing strong agains the obamacare. I support
you in not setting up the healthcare exchange. Please stay strong, I will pray for
you, God bless you for your service.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 2:28:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Carol

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
health care

Message: 
My husband had a stroke in March. He is on Cobra at $600.00 per month. We do
not qualify for Insure Ok (should be only certain Oklahomans). Cobra will be ending
Obamacare is the solution. High Risk Health care is $600.00 but a large deductible
so might as well be without insurance. If we were government employees we would
be covered by our tax dollars but working class has no options. What would you
suggest? Your help is appreciated

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 2:27:12 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Carol

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
health care

Message: 
My husband had a stroke in March. He is on Cobra at $600.00 per month. We do
not qualify for Insure Ok (should be only certain Oklahomans). Cobra will be ending
Obamacare is the solution. High Risk Health care is $600.00 but a large deductible
so might as well be without insurance. If we were government employees we would
be covered by our tax dollars but working class has no options. What would you
suggest? Your help is appreciated

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 12:18:52 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Cheryl Florence

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74133

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
I wanted to write and THANK YOU for deciding to not pursue a state health
insurance exchange as per Obamacare. You did the right thing. It would've
destroyed our state in the end. THANK YOU AGAIN and keep doing the right thing
:)

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:46:11 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Bryan Scotty Potter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73118

Subject: 
Health Care Exchanges/Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
Governor Fallin, Allow me to begin by thanking you for your service to our state,
both as governor and in your previous posts. There can be no question that you
love Oklahoma and are dedicate to her good. However, I must write to express my
disappointment in your decision to not release the emails related to the Health
Exchanges and the expansion of Medicaid. Whether or not I agree with your
positions on these items, I believe that more transparency in government is better,
and that our elected officials and other public servants should not say things in
private that they are unwilling to say in public. Conservatives often repeat the
refrain, "When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the
government fears the people, there is liberty. " I know that you believe that, and
could demonstrate your commitment to the ideal by releasing the emails. Please
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reconsider your decision in this matter. Sincerely, Bryan Scott Potter

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 25, 2012 9:15:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Douglas R Johnson Sr

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
OKC

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
731187323

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchanges and Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
I oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion. I believe we in
Oklahoma have shown again and again we DO NOT want Obamacare in Oklahoma.
Do not give in to pressure from those who will make a lot of money from it like
from groups such as Big Insurance, Big Hospital chains and Big Government
bureaucrats while oklahmans foot the bill for this obamanation. We said so when
we voted against Obama in 2008 and in 2010 voted against obamacare in
Oklahoma and when we again voted against Obama in 2012 election. It is not our
fault he hood winked so many stupid people to vote for him. We in Oklahoma feel
like the other 20 state that are tried of Barack Hussein Obama socialism.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 25, 2012 7:46:55 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74129

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I am disappoited in your decision to not participate in the creation of the mandated
insurance guide and especially your opposition to medicade funding, especially
since 98% of the medicade costs are federally funded. You are depriving thousands
of uninsured Oklahomans of insurance. Hopefully, the laws will force you to reciind
your decision.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 25, 2012 5:27:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sam and Nancy Bethea

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Claremore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74017

Subject: 
Healthcare

Message: 
Dear Gov Fallin, Thank you for rejecting the overwhelming burden of Obamacare!
We applaud your courage in standing against uncontrolled federal intrusion into the
lives of Oklahomans. Our son is studying medicine at OU and we feel he and can be
more successful serving the families of our state because of your decision to let
Oklahomans solve Oklahoma needs. From a family that is proud of Oklahoma
values, the Betheas

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 8:34:46 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Susan Goodman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Health Care

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Thank you so much for refusing to set up healthcare
exchanges and expanding Medicaid in Oklahoma! I really appreciate your courage
to push back against the over-reaching Federal government in the area of
healthcare. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Susan Goodman

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 11:57:36 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Eric Watson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
43011

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor: I want to encourage you to stand up for the Constitution and for
the citizens of your State by refusing to implement an Obamacare health insurance
exchange. The American people hate Obamacare. As I'm sure you're aware, recent
news reports have highlighted the many job layoffs that companies have been
forced to implement because of this terrible law. If enough Governors refuse to
implement the state-level insurance exchanges, Obamacare will collapse under its
own weight. Be a hero for America and for your State! Draw a line in the sand and
refuse to implement Obamacare. The American people are with you on this and I
am personally praying for you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 10:42:13 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
LaWanda Dunn Pelton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74135

Subject: 
Healthcare for Oklahomans

Message: 
After reading your decision for non-participation in creation of statehealthcare and
Obamacare I wondering exactly what you plan on doing. I understand Mr. Pruitt is
contesting government participation but this does not solve the epidemic of
under/uninsured Oklahomans. I am a nurse in Tulsa and I see the cost of ER's used
as clinics, PCPs attempting to manage complex congestive heart failure patients
who also end up in ERs. This state is in dire need of reform and yet we seem to be
so busy fighting with the democrats we yet to notice children living in poverty. May
I suggest welfare reform, making it easier for families to receive government
assistance for shelter, food, and healthcare. Anyone making under 20,000 a year is
living in poverty. Do the numbers: rent 800., elec 200, water 80, Gas 75, telephone
45(need landline for EMSA), car fuel for wk 150, Car 250 (payment, insur or
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maint)= 19,200/yr (600/mth-40 0/wk-10/hr. That not fed or state taxes, groc, or
health/child care.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 23, 2012 10:56:35 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
JASON SEALS

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
NORMAN

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73071

Subject: 
MEDICAL/JOB

Message: 
2ND PART. I DRIVE COMMERICALS TRUCKS FOR A LIVING. NOW MY HEARING IS
BAD TO WERE I CAN NOT PASS DOT PHYSICAL WITHOUT SURGERY OR/AND
HEARING AIDS. SENSE OKLAHOMA HAS DECIDED TO NOT TAKE PART ON
OBAMACARE. IM IN A SITUATION I CANT GET A LOAN FOR HEARING AIDS
BECAUSE NO ONE WILL HIRE ME BECUASE HEARING PROBLEMS. I GOT BASICLY
NO ONE WHO CAN HELP ME COVER THIS. ITS ALL BECAUSE ER IN NORMAN
WOULD NOT TREAT ME FOR PNEUMONIA. I DID GET SIGNED ONTO HEALTH FOR
FRIENDS, ONCE ER TOLD ME ABOUT IT TO GET HEARING LOOKED AT. THERE
WHO TOLD ME ABOUT EAR DRUMS HAVING HOLES IN THEM FROM ER NOT
TREATING ME. IM LIVING WITH MY DAD WHO IS ON DISABILITY FROM GM. ALL
HEALTH FOR FRIENDS COULD DO WAS GET ME A APPOINTMENT WITH OU MED
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CENTER IN MAY 2013. DAD HELPING ME IS ALMOST PUT HIM TO HAVE TO FILE
BANKRUPTCY. HE CAN NOT AFFORD IT. I NEED MORE THEN HELP HERE, YOU ARE
ONLY PERSON LEFT TO TRY TO GET SOME HELP FROM. PLEASE EMAIL ME OR
CALL M E AFTER GETTIN THESE 2 MESSEGES. THANKS FOR YOUR TIME, JASON S.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 23, 2012 10:55:52 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gary Johnson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73129

Subject: 
Governor Performance

Message: 
Just read article re State Governors refuse OBAMACARE exchange and am highly
gratified you are on board with other Gov's on this matter. Am HIGHLY pleased
with your decisions on OK state decisions affecting our lives. May GOD continue to
direct you in the coming trying times. Gary B Johnson

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 23, 2012 10:08:15 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
linda bynum

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
mustang

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73064

Subject: 
health ins exchange

Message: 
this is in regards to your changing your mind on the health insurance exchange in
oklahoma. since you have changed your mind then all the emails concerning this
matter should be released so that the public will know the factors that caused you
to take a different path. as you have repeatedly stated that you want less federal
intervention, it seems contradictory that you would make a decision that would
cause the federal govt to set up an exchange without state input. please release all
emails ---- thank you--

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20724



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 10:31:39 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jeff Torrice

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
48045

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Hi Governor I am from Detroit. I saw that you are opposing Obamacare in your
State. EXCELLENT JOB...Please do not give in to this man. This healthcare tax is
going to ruin the economy...We can't afford it and Obama is trying to ruin this
country. We are not a socialist society. We did not ask for this law. It needs to be
repealed. Do not give in and give this man we call our President the hardest time
you can!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 3:43:51 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Allen Harper

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Thank you

Message: 
Mary, Thank you so much for taking the position you have with Obamacare. I was
really getting depressed wondering if there was anyone representing me and my
interests at state or federal level on Obamacare. I probably would have much more
to say, but I know your busy. I just had to let you know how much I appreciate
you and your strength to stand up against this. Al Harper

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 1:02:30 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joe Craven

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Guthrie

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73044

Subject: 
Nullification of Obamacare

Message: 
Thank you Governor Fallin! â€œThe several States composing, the United States of
America, are not united on the principle of unlimited submission to their general
government; but that, by a compact under the style and title of a Constitution for
the United States, and of amendments thereto, they constituted a general
government for special purposes â€” delegated to that government certain definite
powers, reserving, each State to itself, the residuary mass of right to their own self-
government; and that whensoever the general government assumes undelegated
powers, its acts are unauthoritative, void, and of no force.â€ - Thomas Jefferson -
Kentucky Resolution of 1798

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20729



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 12:34:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joe Baxter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73110

Subject: 
Federal Health Care

Message: 
Ma'am, I am writing to register my displeasure and total disagreement with your
actions regarding the federally mandated health care programs. Regardless of every
reason I've heard you give for your negative attitude with regard to this situation, I
sincerely fail to see any downside. I am convinced that your actions are driven by
partisan politics, and have no basis in fact with regard to the needs of the citizens
of the state of Oklahoma. It is time to take advantage of benefits being provided by
federal funding, and cease this inane and obstructionist stance. Now that it is fairly
clear that so-called "ObamaCare" is NOT going away,it's time to stop making
excuses and get to work. I cannot put it any plainer than this. Thank you for your
time and attention - Joe Baxter

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 10:03:48 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Michael Peterman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
730166648

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I salute you and thank you for your brave and correct decision not set up State
health exchanges. Obamacare will be the downfall of this nation unless it can be
repealed or avoided. Please continue your efforts to stop this health care
abomination. Again, thank you and have a blessed Thanksgiving.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:51:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jim Richmond

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Mokena

State: 
IL

Zipcode: 
60448

Subject: 
Obamacare and Exchange

Message: 
Hello Governor. Thank you for standing up for the Constitution. I wish I lived in OK.
Sad resident of Illinois Jim

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:37:02 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Frank Pangburn

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74145

Subject: 
Thank You

Message: 
Governor Fallin wanted to thank you for your stand on Obamacare I agree with you
I don't think it is a good policy. As a small businessman and longtime Oklahoma
taxpayer there has to be better options. Thanks for all your hard work we are
behind you Frank Pangburn

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:19:33 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Michelle Patrick

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Milwaukee

State: 
WI

Zipcode: 
53207

Subject: 
Thank you for your stance on PPACA

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Thank you for taking the stance against the exchanges from
PPAC. It this day and age when right is wrong, and bad is good, it is very nice to
see politicians who really do listen to their constituents. And follow through for the
fiscal viability of their state(s). Many Blessings to you and the Great State of
Oklahoma. Michelle Patrick, M.D.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:20:34 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Paul Martin

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
El Reno

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73036

Subject: 
Obamacare and medicare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I am writing to encourage you to not support the creation of
a State Insurance Exchange and to actively oppose a State Exchange. Also, please
consider turning Medicaid over to the Federal Government. The feds are intent on
imposing unpopular edicts on us, let's just abandon it to them. They have clearly
signaled that the financial burden will be shifted to the states at a much higher rate
in the future. The law seems to read like a cable bundling from a cable company
where we get a special deal for the first short period. It'd much more important for
us to focus on cutting taxes and making Oklahoma an even better place to live and
work. Please do not squander the opportunity we voters have given the State
through super majorities in the Legislature. Now is the time for all of us to stand in
the breach and oppose these left wing ideological experiments from DC. Thank you,
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Paul Martin

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 7:31:45 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ted Williamson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Cushing

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74023

Subject: 
Lost insurance over "Affordable" Health Care Act

Message: 
Honorable Governor Fallin, After 22 years on the job, I lost my insurance late this
year. I make too much for Soonercare, but certainly not enough for 100% of a
freakishly rising health insurance premium coming out of my pocket directly. In
addition, I lost the group plan for FSA (Flexible Spending Account), along with our
Simple IRA company match. I blame the whole mess on "Obamacare" quite frankly.
Should you need a 'rally point' for your future discussions with our dear Federal
government, a nice excursion for you might be to come to our small factory, south
of Stillwater in the old Cimarron Ballroom (Kirtz Shutters). Janet Huckabee has been
there, and Jim Inhofe also. Happy Thanksgiving, Ted Williamson

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:49:32 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Denise Sproul

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74011

Subject: 
Health Care

Message: 
I would like to express my extreme displeasure with your failure to implement the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma and the non participation in
the expansion of Medicaid. Why should you be able to make this decision
unilaterally?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 4:19:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brenda Lewis

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74127

Subject: 
Rejection of Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I am very disappointed in your rejection of all of the components of
Obamacare. I have been uninsured since 2006 and am currently 59.5. I have not
had a full time job since that time and as such do not qualify for benefits.
Everytime I attempt to apply for insurance, the premium is over $350 for a $5000
deductible policy. I have 2 preexisting conditions which require medication and as
such none of the policies cover the medication because of the pre-existing
condition. I was looking forward to the implementation of Obamacare in Oklahoma
to allow me to purchase my own insurance at a reduce premium but since you have
rejected it, that is no longer possible. I do not qualify for any services because my
income is over $20,000 per year and I own my home. My take home pay depends
upon the number of weekends I work and differs each month, so purchasing a high
dollar premium is not an option. Plea se advise as to your solution for me now to
receive medical care.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:58:38 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Bill Tackett

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
BROKEN ARROW

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Thank You !!!

Message: 
Gov. Fallen Thank you for your Decision Not to Set Up a State -- Based Insurance
Exchange! We all must show and demonstrate our resolve to continue the fight
against Obamacare and the Progressive Left Agenda. Everyone that have and come
in contact, are sick of the direction our Nation is Heading. Again Thanks Bill Tackett

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:01:28 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
George Durdin

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Colorado Springs

State: 
CO

Zipcode: 
80917

Subject: 
Insurance exchanges

Message: 
Bravo Governor for standing up against D.C., President Obama and his attempt to
socialize medicine in our country!! We failed to block the implementation of the
PPACA in the courts and now in the election but that doesn't mean the American
people still can't oppose and block a law that will break the back of our country.
There are least 16 other states that not going to set up exchanges and at least 12
or more, other states that on the fence and there may be other states that could
be convinced to rescend their support for exchanges. The states can block the
implementation of the PPACA by forcing the Federal government to set them up
and they do not have the funds to do it. I urge you as I have Govenors Kasich,
Perry and others to contact Governors in the states that are on the fence as well as
some that maybe reconsidering the exchanges, to vote against the exchanges and

20748



save our healthcare industry and our economy. President Obama is set on breaking
the back of America!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 2:40:30 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mike Miller

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
06511

Subject: 
Excellent!

Message: 
Your decision not to set up the ObamaCare exchanges is gloriously well-made.
Thank you THANK YOU for having the guts to say no.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 2:11:36 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Amber Marchant

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Yukon

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73099

Subject: 
Healthcare exchange

Message: 
Wow! Once again you make me ashamed to be an Oklahoman! Wasting our hard
earned taxes on frivolous lawsuits! If your party had won the White house you
would DEMAND Democrats follow your rule. Well, I am demanding that you follow
theirs! Follow the law and take the advise of the lawyers, that are telling you
fighting this Healthcare exchange is just nonsense, and move on! You will waste
more money fighting a losing battle than you would have spent on setting the
stupid thing up! I am ashamed of what has happened in Oklahoma since you came
into office, you are a disgrace to this great state! You make me want to move, how
sad is that? I however, like many Oklahomans before me will fight for my state! I
am not only going to Vote against you in the next election I am going to campaign
against you!
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:53:42 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Salsbury

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
MN

Zipcode: 
55336

Subject: 
OBAMAcare

Message: 
Thought this might be of interest. http://publiushuldah.wordpress.com/ Always liked
OK. My dad was born there.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:32:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jessie Osterman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74145

Subject: 
Insurance

Message: 
I want to be sure I understand.....the news was a bit confusing this morning. I am
hoping I understand that Governor Fallin has not allowed the government to take
care of Oklahoma's people with their insurance plan under Obamacare. Can you
please clarify that for me?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:08:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Clif Barker

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74137

Subject: 
Thank You

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallom. Please accept our thanks for the courageous stand you have
taken in refusing to expand medicaid and refusing to make the state establish an
insurance exchange under Obamacare. Your willingness to stand up for Oklahoma
against federal attempts to control state policy are tremendously appreciated.
Respectfully, Clif and Shirley Barker

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:05:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Elane Crosby

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Jenks

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74037

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I am thrilled that you stood strong against implementing the Obamacare state
financed "insurance shop". I posted of your courage and strength on Facebook so
that the clueless among us might begin to get a clue of the mess they have done
by reelecting Obama to the Presidency of our country. Sincerely, Elane Crosby

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:29:59 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mike Hearon

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sapulpa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74066

Subject: 
Say NO to Obamacare Exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor Mary Fallin, Every state governor in the nation has by November 16,
2012 to make a decision on whether they will work to establish the health insurance
exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to
say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is
the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As
a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the
federal government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:00:10 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jim Gaston

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Yardley

State: 
PA

Zipcode: 
19067

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Along with the residents of your state, I am pleased to support your bold and
fiscally responsible position in not supporting a federal entitlement progam that
threatens to bankrupt the Republic. Obamacare is another classic example of taking
from those who work and giving to those who have no plans of EVER contributiong
to society. It is an opressive Socialistic tax on business that will only make the US
less competitive in world markets. I hope our governor, Tom Corbett of PA would
have the courage to stand up to the "Socialist in the White House" the way you
have just done. I'm very proud of you in remembering what the US Constitution
states - this is a "Government of, by, and for the People." Semper Fi

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:54:02 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
valera ainsworth

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74464

Subject: 
PPACA

Message: 
Thank you for standing strong against PPACA.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:31:47 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Thomas Steiner

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
741321736

Subject: 
State Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I completely disagree with your postion regarding a state health
care exchange. Over 50% of the country supports Obamacare yet you don't support
it. You are more interested in advancing in the Republican party than helping the
people of Oklahoma. You choose to further your own position while ignoring the
needs of Oklahoma citizens. I am disgusted with your position and your continued
opposition to Obamacare. You need to help our state, not yourself.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:38:04 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kenneth Duke

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Go Governor Fallin! We The People never approved this illegal mandate that was
foisted upon us by corrupt politicians using bribes and back-door deals. Thank you
for having the courage to stand up to the current crop of federal politicians. They
may pass this illegal legislation, but the People of Oklahoma don't have to stand for
it! Keep up the good work! If you are upsetting the liberal shills at The Tulsa World,
you must be doing it right.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 7:18:22 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ron Pearson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Council Hill

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74428

Subject: 
Healthcare

Message: 
Thank You for standing tall against Obamacare. Do the right thing because it is the
right thing to do. Contact me and I will share my experience and ideas with you. It
should be about personal responsibility, healthcare is not a right, but rather just a
part of life.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 2:44:25 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Connie Sorrell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73034

Subject: 
Against Obamacare

Message: 
Hold out against Obamacare and all the other federal controlling going into effect.
Hope other states will gain the smarts and courage to do likewise! Thank you for
holding out--we are behind you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:46:56 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Odette Horton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73069

Subject: 
Cannot believe you turned down ACA money

Message: 
My daughter graduated high school early, went to college, graduated in four years
at age 21. She has epilepsy which is controlled by medication. My husband is a
professor, I advise college students. We worried about our daughter's future in this
economy, a 21 year old college graduate with slim prospects for a job with group
coverage. Obamacare passed. We breathed a sigh of relief that she could be on our
insurance until she turns 26 or gets a job with health coverage. She works full time,
in a licensed child care facility,as well as a part time job on weekends to earn extra
income. I am appalled that you would decide for her that she has no right to
insurance. Please explain why you turned down federal funds to help her. What is
your plan to cover my daughter's health care needs? If you don't have one, she will
live off the state rather than pay her way. She earns, pre-tax, $8 an hour. Do the
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math. That's $1280 a month. Her med costs $1200 without insurance. Why invite
the Feds in?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20773



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:39:17 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gary Bales

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
affordable healthcare act

Message: 
Governor, I wholeheartedly oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid
Expansion. Please resist any form of implementation of obamacare in our state of
oklahoma. Please don't forget how many in this state rejected obama in the
presidential election. It is your responsibility as Governor under the 10th
Amendment to stand up to the over-reaching power of the federal government and
protect the citizens of Oklahoma. Thank you Gov. Fallin for keeping our state free.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:38:11 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sandra Verdugo

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Diamond Bar

State: 

Zipcode: 
91765

Subject: 
Medicare

Message: 
Change your position! Be a leader!! Why would you jeopardize many people's
health that counts on Medicare? Do you really care?Not expanding Medicaid to the
poor and refusing to establish health insurance exchanges -- online marketplaces to
shop for coverage -- jeopardizes the health care reform law's aim to enroll 30
million people into coverage by 2022. The health care reform law permits anyone
who earns up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level, which is $14,856, to
enroll in Medicaid. The law also provides tax credits to people who earn up to four
times the poverty level -- $44,680 in 2012 -- to help pay for private health
insurance.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:52:50 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joan Stratmann

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Muldrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
749485443

Subject: 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

Message: 
I was pleased to hear that you sent a letter to HHS Secretary Sebelius protecting
Oklahomans from Obamacare. Thank you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:47:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brian Hamilton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73107

Subject: 
Govern for ALL of us, please...

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, Even though I just waded through the key votes you made as a
member of the House and discovered that you voted nay against most bills that
passed and usually only yea for unanimous votes, it is still surprising to me that you
would choose to fight Congress and the appropriate checks-and-balances process of
ObamaCare. I understand you feel differently about money than the majority who
recently voted Obama back into office. However, if you can't understand your duties
in your job, please step down. If I decided that my employer and the board which
votes on issues at my job were wrong about what they decided, I have two
choices: live by their vote or leave the job and go somewhere that supports my
PERSONAL view. You are no bigger than any of us, Gov. Fallin, so please stop
deciding that your opinion matters more than the AMERICAN opinion. I happen to
love my Oklahoman friends, my Oklahoman arts community, and the collegiate
community in Oklahoma. But I am an American first.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:38:34 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jenni Plaster

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74112

Subject: 
Thank You!

Message: 
I was so proud to hear that you stood your ground and said no to the Obamacare
health insurance exchanges and expansion of medicaid! You truly spoke for me, and
I believe, most Oklahomans and many Americans when you said what you did, and
you couldn't be more on target with all of it. Thank you, so much. As long as you
fight for Oklahoma, we will stand with you! I'm so proud to have a governor who
will stand up for Oklahoma and for what's right. I already emailed my local news
station in support of you after they aired news of your decision and only
interviewed experts who criticized you and spoke of how Oklahoma was worse off
because of this decision. The vast majority of Oklahoma stands firmly behind you,
and support this decision 100%. Thank you so much!
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:37:51 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mark George

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74105

Subject: 
exchanges

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: Thank you for taking a conservative, principled stance in
rejecting setting up the healthcare exchanges. I am aware, too, that this takes the
burden for setting them up and places it on the Fed, not Oklahoma. Also this will
give the House in Washington more time to develop other defunding strategies.
Thank you again. Mark George Tulsa Tea Party Patriots

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 9:54:44 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Shirley Arnold

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Park Hill

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74451

Subject: 
OBAMACARE

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I applaud your decision to reject Obamacare and to forgo the
expansion of Medicaid. Some people have had enough of Washington's great ideas.
They feel it is good as long as they are exempt from it and will give waivers to
whomever they choose. Some people should try to live on their own without
government's help. Some I'm sure can't help it, but I feel others may be able to if
they would at least apply themselves. The democrats so far have made it so easy.
We need less government and more jobs. It seems now the unions have outbid
themselves now on some companies going tits up. Bad news for economy. If the
president and democrats care so much about our great country you'd think they
would try to eliminate a whole lot of worthless committees and waste. Senator Tom
Coburn keeps trying and always seems to get shut out. Thank you again for all you
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do for Oklahoma. Appreciate all of you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:05:30 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Rod Graves

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Miami

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74354

Subject: 
Healthcare exchanges

Message: 
Why would you allow the federal government to set up exchanges for health
insurance? What part of the current health care system that we have actually
works? I have spent my life teaching in one of the poorest regions of our state. The
health of our citizens is among the lowest of all states, our number of children with
diabetes has doubled, teen pregnancy rates among the highest in the nation. As a
State we seem to be leaders in areas that would embarrassed me if I were
Governor. We have an opportunity to improve the life/health of the citizens who
most need it at little or no cost. As a Governor you should make choice that benefit
the majority of the people, the people I serve have little or no coverage because the
current system is broken. Interested to hear your plan for fixing such a system? I
will not vote for you because you fail to take advantage of the opportunities you
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have to make life better for this g roup of people!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 6:53:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Karen Larason

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73533

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, I don't agree with you rejecting affordable healthcare for poor
people. Don't you realize you are going to be killing people by rejecting it? It's on
your head. Hope that makes you happy to know you are a murderer. When you go
to church you better pray to God that he can lift the evil out of your soul.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 6:25:13 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Morgan Bell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Rejecting Medicaid

Message: 
Obviously, you represent the Tea Party and not the citizens of Oklahoma. Electing
to not take the PPACA medicaid funding, current policy holders and small
businesses who insure their employees will continue to face higher premiums,
because of the cost of uncompensated care being passed to the insured via higher
premium costs. That will only further the level of uncompensated care, because
more people will not be able to afford the cost of health insurance. The state has
one of the highest rates of uninsured citizens. Oklahoma leads in the rate of
diabetes, which if not detected and treated early, creates huge expenses in later
years. You are penny wise and pound foolish. What study did you use to determine
it would cost 450 million? Other states such as Arkansas, have determined that
taking medicaid would actually save money.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 6:03:25 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Harvey Nichols

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Jay

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
743463844

Subject: 
Health care

Message: 
Governor Today November 19 is a very sad day for Oklahomans,this is the day that
the person that we thought would stand up for our rights when we elected her
Governor threw us to the hogs.The last poll i seen just showed that there are still
60% of Oklahomans who oppose these so called health care exchanges.Tis is the
last day i will ever call myself a republican,tomorrow i will register independent
because this terrible mistake you made today proves to me that the republicans
were involved in puting obamacare together all along as i suspected.You as well as
the whols republican deligation from Oklahoma has turned aganist the people of
this state and are fully involved in the Socialist move to take all of our freedoms
and its plain that you as our Governor will not stand up to Washington and tell
them that this State belongs to the people that live and work here.The people of
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Oklahoma will not give up our freedoms easily. Harvey Nichols

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20791



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:39:27 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Trey Davis

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Shawnee

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74804

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Thank you for standing strong for state's rights. I appreciate
and strongly support your decision to decline Oklahoma's involvement in
establishing a state health insurance exchange as part of the Affordable Health Care
Act. You made the right call for our state and our nation in not creating a program
that would be co-opted by the federal Health and Human Services Secretary. Thank
you again! Sincerely, Trey Davis

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:31:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Denise L Wilson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74110

Subject: 
Affordable Healthcare Act

Message: 
Your inability to except the fact that our President is black has cause you real
serious mental issues. Your willingness to allow others to be hurt by your hatred
and bigotry will/shall not go unnoticed by your peers or God. Oklahoma remains
one of the top states where your people choose not to locate. Our leaders
throughout our state government, including our educational secretary are just as
vile and hateful towards peoples of color and people in need, as your actions
display. Your personal conduct has much to be desire yet, you sit as judge and jury
over others lives just because your position now must make you feel like a god.
Your position is a privilege of service, not master.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20795



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:19:44 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Maxine Jones

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74346

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please stop this insanity!!! Don't want Obamacare!!!! 111111

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:15:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
debbi waid

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74108

Subject: 
healthcare

Message: 
I just read where you have decided NOT to "participate" in Obamacare. I want to
know what it is that you do plan on for people like me. I am 54 years old,
unemployed for the last 3 months, no medical insurance, and I do not qualify for
Insure Oklahoma or Soonercare. I have NO income, no savings, I am literally living
on credit csrds right now. So how come I don't qualify for either of the state run
insurances? Becuae I was disqualifed from getting unemployment benefits. That is
why. I was sick, I was let go from my job because I could not get better and work
at the same time, so they let me go. Which made me ineligible for unemployment.
So, what am I supposed to do??? Tell me, what? I heard that you suggested
"expanding progrsms already in place". What programs are you talking about?
Please let me know. i think you are not understanding what people like me are
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facing right now. I have to pay full pric e for a doctor appt, for prescriptions,
everything, and I have no income

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:03:02 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Pat Corley

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73112

Subject: 
Health Care

Message: 
Dumb move, Governor. Dumb move. Giving a thumbs down to those in our state
who cannot afford or obtain health insurance is just a dumb move. Don't give me a
lot of BS about Obamacare. I'm not buying it!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:39:03 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Anita Nerio

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74137

Subject: 
HealthCare

Message: 
Governor Fallin... per an article I just read online from the Tulsa World newspaper,
you have made a decision to not participate in Obamacare and the associated
medical changes that are a general part of it. I would like you to know that I
consider this decision to be self serving and irresponsible. I doubt that you
understand the actual day-to-day reality of those of us who are struggling to pay
our bills and are being taken advantage of by an insurance system that is not
sustainable. I cannot believe you would take this position. This is enough to make
me consider leaving the state. The educated among us know what it is like ... we
know that people are suffering. I know a person right now who left a local hospital
without the necessary item to keep them from getting a serious infection ...
because they did not have insurance and had no way to get insurance. Yes, they
subsequently got a serious infection and the problem is much worse that it had to
be. Seriously?!?!?!?!
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:24:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Judith Finn

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74103

Subject: 
Your decision on Obamacare

Message: 
Your decision is ill-informed and against the best interests of the people of
Oklahoma. How sad that health care for Oklahomans is among the worst in the
country, and now it will be even worse, if that is possible. Shameful!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:17:18 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Phyllis Mayfield

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74003

Subject: 
healthcare

Message: 
Dear govenor Fallin, I just wanted to contact you, to let you know I am
disappointed in you. you continue to show your disrepect to our President over and
over again, like it or not he is our President and we are supposed to be one
Country, and work together. Your refusal to handle the heathcare for our State is
one more instance of this. the residents of Oklahoma, whether they are for or
against Obamacare, count on you to do what is best for our interests, not what is
best for the Republican part. I believe you refuse to handle the required
commitments for the healthcare is because you want the President to fail more than
you want what is best for us. if you listen to the residents the people against
Obamacare would rather have their state manage it. I think you have truly shown
disrespect for all of us. It is time for all of America to come together.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:52:03 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mark Fulton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Moore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73160

Subject: 
Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Ex

Message: 
Thank you for taking a stand against this miserable so-called "government
healthcare!" So proud to have you as my Governor. Finally an elected official that
wouldn't cave to Obama Administration. We will be fine without more BIG
Government bureaucracy. We got your back. :)

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:51:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mark Aldridge

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange and Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
Governor Fallin: Your announcemnt today to not create a healthcare exchange or
help the poor in our state by expanding medicaid is quite disappointing. I hope you
will rethink your position, and until you reverse your decision please count me as 1
less vote for you and anyone with your platform. Please do not send me a stock
reply with talking points about how you truly believe you are doing the right thing,
as we both know you are not. Shame on you. Oklahoma is far better than this.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20807



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:35:32 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Rachel Moore

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73116

Subject: 
Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
Governor Fallin: I understand that as a politician you want to do what's popular for
your party. However, I challenge you to stand up to the extreme wing of your party
and do what's right for the people of this state. I truly believe that you understand
that this expansion of Medicaid that you just rejected does not impose an
unbearable financial burden on this state. What is unbearable for our state is
allowing so many to stay uninsured and allowing those individuals to continue to
use emergency room services and essentially drive up costs. It goes without saying
that it is IMMORAL to continue to deny health insurance to people who desperately
need it. You hold a lot of power in your hands Governor, and I will continue to pray
that you change your stance on this issue and do what's right, responsible, and
moral.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:33:07 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Linda Maddox

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73110

Subject: 
Health insurance

Message: 
I respectfully wish to protest your recent decision to refuse the Obamacare
provisions. I had hoped you would rise above other republican governors taking the
same path. And now my family and many of my Democrat friends feel we are not
represented or considered at all by your administration. We do not feel you are
taking everyone into consideration with your decision.17827

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:27:05 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Marilyn Davis

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Claremore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74019

Subject: 
Health Care Exchanges

Message: 
Thank you for rejecting the Obamacare Health Exchange! The states are the only
defense we have left against the Federal Government. We are counting on your
conservative values.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:04:07 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
stanley c watson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
broken arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74011

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Thanks for rejecting the healthcare exchange. Oklahoma does not need the burden
this would put on the state in future years

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:34:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brian Capps

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73110

Subject: 
Obama

Message: 
Dear Mary Fallen, Please reconsider your decision to create the Obamacare
exchange! I would think every business in Oklahoma that does not provide health
insurance would be very upset with you because they will have to pay $2000
penalty for each employee they don't provide ins. for. In September, Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott Pruitt filed a complaint in court arguing that businesses
should not be subject to the penalty if it's a federal exchange for which subsidies
shouldn't be available. Obamacare penalizes businesses up to $2,000 per employee
if they don't provide insurance and one of their employees obtains subsidies to
purchase insurance on an exchange. Yet as Cato Institute health policy scholar
Michael Cannon and Jonathan Adler of Case Western Reserve University School of
Law outlined this past July, the way Obamacare was drafted, the subsidies for
individuals to purchase insurance apply to state-based insurance exchanges, rather
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than than ones created at the federal level

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:29:18 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joan C Fumia

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74104

Subject: 
Healthcare

Message: 
Your decision to refuse participation in the healthcare exchange and to deny
Medicaid coverage to poor Oklahomans is disgraceful. I really thought you had the
capacity to rise above ideology and do the right thing for your constituents, but
apparently not. What is your solution for providing healthcare coverage to the
thousands of Oklahomans who so desperately need help?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 2:05:47 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kevin Friesen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Enid

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73701

Subject: 
State-based Health Exchange and Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I want to express my support for your decision to not to pursue the
creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). It is my firm belief that PPACA
is a terrible law, and will decrease the quality of health care across the United
States while contributing to the nationÃ¢ï¿½ï¿½s growing deficit crisis. I am
grateful that you have decided instead to continue your support for Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott PruittÃ¢ï¿½ï¿½s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA, and in
pursuing state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for
Oklahoma families. Thank you for making this tough decision and sticking to your
campaign promises. Sincerely, Kevin Friesen Oklahoman and Enid small business
owner
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:38:05 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Todd Mirzaian

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bixby

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74008

Subject: 
State Run Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Governor, It is not always easy to do what is right when the ones aligned wrongly
can be so loud. Thanks for doing what is right for Oklahoma. For those that are so
angry about your decision - we could advertise how nice California is this time of
year. =) God Bless

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:57:49 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Patricia Wayman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Goltry

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73739

Subject: 
News Release About Obamacare

Message: 
What does your news release mean? I am 66 years old & do not understand what
this means to me & others in Oklahoma. Please clarify in non-political words. There
were over 1/3 of Oklahomans voted for the President & the Obamacare. Are we not
considered? When there is a disaster, you applied for federal aid. Please help me
understand that this is just not politics & understand your choice.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:49:44 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lanny Grade

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73118

Subject: 
health care exchange

Message: 
I'm disappointed in your decision against creating a healthcare exchange. The
election is over and "the Party of No" LOST. It is time to start thinking of the
citizens, not the Party.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:46:32 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
James Bond

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Choctaw

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73020

Subject: 
Medicaid

Message: 
Gov.___Thank you for the stand you made today "to not pursue a state-based
exchange or Medicaid expansion". Let's continue to relieve ourselves of Federal
dollars. Pastor James Bond Emmanuel Baptist Church Mcloud OK

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:44:26 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Arthur Windsor

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sapulpa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74066

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
THANK YOU! for saying NO to the state insurance program for Obamacare-- Thank
you, Art, Marion Windsor & Valeta Boyd

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:38:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tom Christison

E-mail Address: 
tom@ivie-ent.com

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74129

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Thank you for your decision !! You will get my vote again.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:31:26 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tony Maggio

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73116

Subject: 
state-run health insurance exchange

Message: 
Thank You!- - Thank You!- - -Thank You! Thanks for your courage and dedication
and not surrendering our rights for a temporary money exchange! Stay locked arm
and arm with other right-minded governors to slow down Obomacare take-over
and you won't go wrong. Thanks again!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:16:39 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Nick Hayhurst

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Chouteau

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74337

Subject: 
Obamacare Insurance Exchange

Message: 
I just learned that you have rejected the state-run insurance exchange, and I
wanted to say THANK YOU! Thank you for taking a stand for us and standing on
the principles of liberty and limited federal government. I believe you have
represented the people of Oklahoma very well with this decision, and your stance
and willingness to stand firm on this issue is definitely appreciated!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:34:02 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Julie Miller

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73162

Subject: 
No Ins. Exchange

Message: 
If it's not too late to weigh in, I would ask Gov. Fallin to deny the motion for a
health insurance exchange. Oklahomans are used to providing for ourselves--we
like independence, which the Affordable Care Act is against.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:23:07 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Elane Crosby

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Jenks

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74037

Subject: 
Obamacare Implementation

Message: 
I read an article from the WSJ online over the weekend reporting that Obamacare is
NOT a DONE deal,yet. It explained that Republican Govenor's still have the option
to not create the state insurance groups the Administration is demanding. I want to
be a voice encouraging you to stand strong and tough for defeating ANY measure
of this immense burden onto our citizens. Mine & my husband's insurance have
increase $500 per month even after we doubled our deductibles since the passage
of the Affordable Care Act. We are 60 and cannot "afford" the ACA's ravaging of our
pocketbooks. We appreciate you and will support anything you do to keep
Obamacare out of the fantatic state of Oklahoma!! Sincerely, Elane Crosby

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 

20829



Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:18:03 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Keith Wolfe

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73012000

Subject: 
Obamacare Implementation for State of Oklahoma

Message: 
As a small business owner, I have looked carefully at the many pitfalls involved in
implementing Obamacare. My business partner and I have limited the growth of our
company until we have reasonable certainty that this law will not impact us
negatively. We currently own and operate eight Subway Restaurants in the
Oklahoma City area and employ @45 (+/-3). There is room for growth; both by
new locations and aquisition. We have, however, stalled plans to grow because of
the uncertainty of the financial penalties that loom and the ever-changing math
involved in determining how we will be affected. Because of this poorly written law,
under a State Exchange, Oklahomans almost certainly face increased state taxes as
the federal mandate lacks long-term guaranteed funding. It does not appear that
there is support in the House, or the Senate to overcome this impasse. For these
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reasons, and others, I ask that you please consider NOT establishing a State
Exchange for the State of Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:15:23 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Peter Antosh

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Shawnee

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74804

Subject: 
Obamacare and State Exchange

Message: 
Governor Fallin should NOT create any form of Obamacare state based exchange
which is a guaranteed small business killer. Governor Fallin should work to stop any
further form of government mandates on businesses or individuals.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:12:44 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Martha Knight

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73142

Subject: 
Prayers and Encouragement

Message: 
Praying & encouraging-you have a TOUGH job to handle. Please stay on what is
right-word fr someone w/word that Obama actually has progressed w/his elite
forces-FEMA with Homeland Security- bullet proof armor-vehicles-and only those
b/w the ages of 19-21/NON MILITARY manning-a sign that the tyranny has not
even begun - he's walked off from Israel/selling out the military/unions running
voting machnies?-how far does this go b4 we take our republic back? Stand against
Obamacare-exchanges provide means for moving us to single payer-am stumped
how we change things - I believe the Lord really must have a hand in our lives at
this point - praying for you - help us expose and rid us of this tyranny-how we
allow lies to be propelled in news media so people are never TOLD truth - that is
tyranny as well - not allowing competing voices in certain places - we are really in
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trouble here in America....May God grant you great dis cernment/ingenious
wisdom/ask police forces what's up....

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 8:01:13 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Robert Cervantez Jr

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74128

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I strongly disagree with Obamacare. Please do what you can to stop it at the state
level.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 9:18:27 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jay ewruyu

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
84765

Subject: 
OBAMACARE

Message: 
HOW TO STOP OBAMACARE at Link:
http://www.freedomworks.org/blog/grusbf5/are-state-exchanges-our-last-hope-
against-obamacar

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 6:25:08 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ericka Sherod

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74008

Subject: 
Healthcare exchange

Message: 
I enjoy being an Oklahoman, especially because I believe our elected officials make
sound decisions that are for the benefit of the people. Entering into the healthcare
exchange would be devastating and would assure the continuance of Obamacare.
Please join with fellow governors who have said "no" to this exchange. We are
counting on you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 6:20:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Elizabeth Bauer

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Park HIll

State: 

Zipcode: 
74451

Subject: 
Health Insurance exchanges

Message: 
Please do all you can to prevent our state from setting up a state exchange as part
of ObamaCare. If you have not seen the website for FreedomWorks about this,
please consider reading it. If enough states opt out of setting up exchanges,
perhaps we can still keep our health out of government hands. Please know we
appreciate your service as our governor so much. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 5:00:51 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Marie Mason

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
No to government health exchanges

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, After researching Obamacare, I have come to the conclusion that
if the government is invited to set up health exchanges in Oklahoma, we then are
subject to whatever rules and regulations they come up with...it's is an opened deal
in their favor. I believe that as soon as the government exchanges are established,
Oklahoma tax payers will be on the hook for the total future costs...no chance to
opt out then. Can our great State afford to give a blank check to the government?
Please opt out now. Respectfully, Marie Mason

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 3:46:22 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jonathan Gillispie

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74005

Subject: 
Ocare

Message: 
Governor I ask you and the state legislature to do whatever possible to not
implement Ocare including not setting up an insurance exchange. All this law does
is raise taxes and medical costs. DO NOT implement this law in whatever shape or
form. Obamacare is just a form of authoritarianism that'll limit our personal
freedoms if not stopped. I repeat DO NOT implement this law. Do whatever
possible to stop its implementation including not setting up an exchange. Oklahoma
voters made it clear they don't want this law when on Nov. 2, 2010, they approved
a ballot proposal that'd bar implementation here in the state. Listen to the will of
Oklahoma. DO NOT IMPLEMENT THIS LAW.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 3:26:33 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jane Peals

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Cushing

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74023

Subject: 
Just say No

Message: 
Just say No to Obamacare... and how about us doing as the other states around us
and stepping down from being a part of the Union... but i have one question by
doing so ...how does this affect our SS?? We must do something to get away from
the evil and corruption of Obama and his healthcare...

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 3:06:18 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Robert Mullins

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bixby

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74008

Subject: 
Health care exchange

Message: 
I am a long time Republican supporter, as well as one of yours. I urge you to resist
the pressure to establish a Healthcare insurance exchange. I encourage you to
actively block the implementation of "Obamacare" to the best of your ability. If you
do your constituents will be eternally grateful. Thanks. Robert G Mullins.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do

20847



not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:23:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Scott Buck

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74105

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
NO to Obamacare exchanges, we must cut the legs off this intrusive law

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20849



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:15:07 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Carla Douglas

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
If what I read is true and there is a last-ditch effort (if a State simply refuses to
accept federal mandates (and the associated â€œbribeâ€ money) to implement
ObamaCare health exchanges, then the entire law falls flat on its face) to keep
obamacare from going into law in the State of Oklahoma, please REFUSE all federal
â€œbribeâ€ money and mandates to implement ObamaCare health exchanges in
Oklahoma. Thank you

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20850



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20851



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:10:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Robert Block

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74114

Subject: 
Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
I am a Tulsa pediatrician and Immediate Past President of the American Academy
of Pediatrics. I feel it is critical that OK accept and support Medicaid expansion and
a health insurance exchange. I am now in a meeting with Cindy Mann, CMS Deputy
Director. What is the best way to communicate with you directly about Medicaid
issues, especially focusing on our children? I believe it would be a huge mistake to
reject the expansion,and would be honored if we could communicate. Dr. Ritze is
not only wrong, he is dangerously wrong on this issue. I appreciate your attention.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20852



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20853



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 9:04:34 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ronda Goslawski

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Obamacare, etc.

Message: 
I'm assuming that Gov. Fallin did not support the health insurance exchange to
comply with Obamacare as a way to stop this from going forward. Where do I find
her decision that she made on this? Just want to encourage her to continue to do
the good work she is doing for our state and please keep us as debt free so we can
have a strong state. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

20854



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20855



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 6:42:07 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tim Johnson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74105

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor,when you first knocked on my door in Crown Heights, it was 1990, I
asked your opinion on abortion rights, and you didn't have an answer. I told you
abortion would be the next great battle America will have. That has come to fruition
and "Choice" will win the day. Now you're faced with another decision and it's up to
you whether or not you come down on the right side of history. You were pressured
to send back $55MM of Oklahoma's money to set up health exchanges, which has
cost OK not only $55MM, but all the high paying jobs that would have come with
setting up Obamacare. Please don't take OK down with your party. Think of the
good you can do with little cost to OK that will be more than paid for by the new
jobs the healthcare laws will bring with it. Please, don't punish those in need to
pander to your base.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 

20856



Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20857



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 6:27:46 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Doris Lohnes

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73071

Subject: 
Health Care

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: Americans are counting on conservative Governors to take a
stand against Obamacare. I plead with you to join with the other Governors who
have already refused to set up a health care exchange. My 75-year old mother and
I stood in line for two hours to vote for Mitt Romney and against Obama, and we
would have stood in line as long as it took. Please help Oklahomans by standing
against Obamacare. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20858



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20859



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 6:00:38 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Carlos Jones

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Del City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73115

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion, stop this federal power
grab. NO OBAMACARE or anything like it.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20860



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 1:51:33 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Amber Baker

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Stillwater

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74075

Subject: 
Obamacare Exchange

Message: 
Please say NO to the Obamacare exchange. I am a small business owner in
Oklahoma, and I am asking you to say no to this mandate. As a public official I am
begging you to please to what is best for the people of our state. I feel that we
must stand against the expansion of government being pushed by this
administration. Sincerely Amber Baker

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

20861



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20862



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 11:26:50 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Jebens

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Georgetown

State: 
TX

Zipcode: 
78628

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
As a conservative I find it sad that you, as a conservative Governor of the great
state of Oklahoma, is thinking of setting up state run exchanges to implement
Obamacare. I agree there needs fixes in the medical field, insurance, etc., but
National Health Insurance isn't the answer. Where the citizens of this great country
is required to get insurance otherwise they are penalized. Taxation without
representation!? I think not. Taxation with penalizes! Please reconsider your position
and go against Obamacare. We need to get rid of it. It will, soon, very soon, be
going to a one payer system, which is socialized medicine! Thank you, A very
concerned American citizen.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20863



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20864



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 10:45:07 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Eleanor V Shirk

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I oppose the establishment of Any Health Care Exchange

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20865



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 8:45:26 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Patricia Gibson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Claremore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74017

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I urge you to be brave and lead Oklahoma into developing its own
exchange. Please convince the opponents of the wisdom of having our state own
our own plan and not wait until the federal government imposes one. Remind these
uninformed opponents that the plan is CONSTITUTIONAL and we must be a leader
not a follower.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20866



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20867



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 8:20:36 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
James Reed

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Alva

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73717

Subject: 
Accept Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Please elect to accept federal funds for the expansion of
Medicaid. 200,000 Oklahoman's who currently live in fear of getting sick, becoming
injured, caring for a sick child or other loved one, will be able to rest easier and put
those feelings of desperation behind them. Whatsmore, IT MAKES THE MOST
FISCAL SENSE. Health insurance, even if government provided, ought be consistent
with Republican orthodoxy, as it enacts the principle of "paying it forward."
Rejection of the expansion might buy some short term political points, but it will sell
short Oklahoma's children and financial future. We elected you because you are
smart and able to think for yourself. This is a time to govern and not campaign. Do
the right thing. Take the money. Secure the future. Sincerely, James Reed

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20868



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20869



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 7:41:15 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Marlena Perry

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sapulpa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74066

Subject: 
Obamacare Healthcare

Message: 
I would like to tell you I oppose the establishment of any Healthcare
exchange.Thank you,Marlena Perry

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20870



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 12:19:21 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Patricia Wayman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Goltry

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73739

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Please allow Oklahoma to develop it own plan to implement the Insurance
Exchange Program. Also accept money from the government. The election is over &
you are the Governor of all Oklahomans.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20871



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:13:09 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Martha Collins

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Lawton

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73503

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
No federal insurance exchange! Nobody wants it! Do what the people want!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20872



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:07:40 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tim McMurhy

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73128

Subject: 
Inappropriate use of government resouces

Message: 
Dear Govenor Fallin, I recieved this e-mail from the ODAPCA state office. I thought
it was illegal for state offices to use state equipment to advocate a political agenda.
Please advise. Respectfully, Tim McMurphy
************************************************* Medicaid Expansion
Hide Details FROM: Roxanne TO: 'Roxanne' Message flagged On behalf of OSASA
and the Oklahoma Health and Recovery Network, Friends â€“ Apparently the
Governor is conducting a telephone poll to gain citizen input about setting up a
(Oklahoma) state based health insurance exchange under the Affordable Care Act.
Please call ASAP and vote YES! She has to make a decision by tomorrow. Call 405-
521-2342

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20873



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20874



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 6:42:12 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Janet Fikan

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
El Reno

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73036

Subject: 
Health Care Mess

Message: 
Governor Fallin, Please block Obamacare in our State. Do not allow it to take our
State down. Please do not buy into these exchanges. I am very pleased that you
are taking to other governors, ban together to stop this. Thank you

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20875



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:27:42 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Julie Pattison

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
We DO NOT want Obamacare in Oklahoma. Please say NO to Obama.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20876



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:15:03 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Laurie Davis

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Guthrie

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73044

Subject: 
Health Care Exchange

Message: 
Hello Governor Fallin. It is a privilege to live in a country where I can still
correspond with my state officials and I thank you for the opportunity. Having said
that, this is the first time I have ever voiced concern over the state of our state and
ultimately our nation. I am very thankful that you and your staff have worked hard
for the past two years to keep Oklahoma 'exempt' from ObamaCare. And I implore
you to continue to do so with all the determination you possibly can. We cannot as
a state allow 'big government' to win in this vital area. On a personal note,
ObamaCare would be devastating to our family of eight that my husband works so
hard to support. He is self-employed and his business has been on a steady decline
for sometime now. This would send us over the edge since we could neither afford
the premiums nor the penalties. Please, I encourage you to stand strong against
Washington on this ve ry vital issue and say NO to Health Care Exchanges. Thank

20877



you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20878



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:04:09 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Myra Phillips

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
730343003

Subject: 
Oklahoma Health Care Exchange

Message: 
First, let me say thank you for your service to our great state of Oklahoma as
governor. Please continue to stand strong on conservative, Christian, and
Constitutional principles. I oppose the establishment of any Health Care Exchange in
our great state of Oklahoma. I understand that if Oklahoma refuses to establish a
"state health care exchange" then even if the Federal government forcibly
establishes their own within our state, they do not have the power to impose fines
for non-participation. Without the ability to impose these fines, a substantial part of
this terrible bill will be rendered ineffective. I also understand that our Oklahoma
Attorney General has filed suit against the Federal Government already on this very
issue. Please do all you can do to support his suit and oppose and limit
consequences of "Obamacare" in Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20879



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20880



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:59:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
NIKKI WALLACE

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73449

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
We are AGAINST Obamacare being implemented in OK.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20881



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:22:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gretchen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Alexandria

State: 
VA

Zipcode: 
22314

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Falin, please join GA WI OH SC ME LA IN ID AZ NM TX MO KS AK SD and
NB in rejecting Obamacare. The increasing taxation and fines and invasion of liberty
will single handedly eradicate our middle class and cause brain drain of our medical
talent. Please, protect our freedoms. Gretchen Rhedmon, Pharm D

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do

20882



not respond.

20883



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:16:47 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Louise Kelly

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Shawnee

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74804

Subject: 
Health

Message: 
I am very much for Oklahoma accepting federal funding to expand healthcare in
OK, or Affordable Healthcare Act. YES! I'm a 78 year old retiree of Oklahoma State,
Pott. County and running a dairy before that. Please don't call me an entitlement
grabber.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20884



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:16:46 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Teresa Howard

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Choctaw

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73020

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
I oppose Obamacare and the expansion of Medicaid, please do not allow the
Insurance exchanges. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:53:39 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Debra Irby

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Owasso

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
States adopting Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, We are requesting that you say no to Obamacare for the state of
Oklahoma. We feel it would bankrupt our state and compromise the quality and
number of doctors and medical care that would be retained by our state within the
next few years. Please stand strong against it. Sincerely, Rick and Debra Irby

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

20887



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:01:55 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Richard Ray

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74133

Subject: 
OK Health exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: I just wanted to express my opinion on the Health Exchange
issue. I do not support Oklahoma setting up a health insurance exchange. I believe
we should simply not set it up, and that would diffuse the Federal Government's
overreaching power into our personal choices on health care. Please stand with
other states who have already made the decision not to set up an exchange.
Regards, Richard Ray Tulsa, OK

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20889



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 2:33:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Grammer

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sand Springs

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74063

Subject: 
Exchange

Message: 
Please opt Oklahoma out of the Obama Healthcare exchange

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:42:05 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Thomas Pogue

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74133

Subject: 
State Insurance Exchange

Message: 
In the strongest form, I protest the consideration of adopting the state health
insurance exchange under the Affordable Health Care Act because of the out-year
unfunded liabilities that state taxpayers will have to pay for after the federal funds
retire. I will not support the Governor for her re-election if she supports this
exchange.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20892



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:36:24 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna Doolen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Ada

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74820

Subject: 
Obama Care

Message: 
I would like to respectfully request that you say "NO" to Obama Care, the insurance
exchanges and the expansion of Medicaid.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:21:37 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joel Uzzel

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73072

Subject: 
ObamaCare Exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:19:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jenni Plaster

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74112

Subject: 
OMAMACARE

Message: 
Please don't set up insurance exchanges for Obama! We are begging you to stand
with other Republican Governors and fight the unconstitutional implementation of
Obamacare. I hate that we have to beg you to do the right thing for Oklahoma, but
if you won't fight for our constitutional rights in our own state, we will elect a
governor who will.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:16:13 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kathleen Varnell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74105

Subject: 
Obamacare State Exchange

Message: 
PLEASE say "NO" to the Obamacare exchange!!!!!!!! Thank you!!!!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20898



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:54:25 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
elizabeth connelly

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
07044

Subject: 
Affordable Care Act

Message: 
Stuart Butler of The Heritage Foundation wrote a brilliant piece on 11/8/12 at
newsatjama.jama.com (The Journal of the American Medical Association). Please
read it. It makes the case as to why implementation of ACA through expansion of
Medicaid and setting up medical exchanges is a very bad idea for your state and
the entire nation.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:42:05 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Cheryl T Jackson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73025

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Respectfully, we ask that our state does not establish any health care exchange in
regards to helping Obamacare to be implemented in our state. We understand that
Obamacare will cost our country and state more than we have to pay and that
there are many hidden items in this law to financially take down our country. We
ask that Oklahoma stand strong and oppose this in any way we can. Thank you for
listening to our opinion.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:28:03 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
john fulton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
coweta

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74429

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Please help stop obamacare in oklahoma!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:21:59 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ken Smith

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73109

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, I am writing to let you know that I oppose the establishment of
ANY Health Care Exchange in Oklahoma. It is important that states like Oklahoma
do everything possible to stand against this law that usurps individual and states'
rights. We cannot afford to have the "Affordable Care Act" in Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:20:28 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna Urbassik

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Ada

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74820

Subject: 
Against Obamacare

Message: 
I am against Obamacare, please take action. Obamacare is not what the state
needs for healthcare.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:11:45 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brian LeBaron

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
730725868

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchanges

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, Please say no to the implementation of Health Insurance Exchanges and
the Medicaid Expansion that are part of Obamacare. The Supreme Court has made
it clear that the state will not be in trouble for following the Tenth Amendment.
Most of Oklahoma is alarmed at the freedoms lost under Obamacare, and I urge
you to side with the people against Big Government. Sincerely, Brian LeBaron

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:05:29 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joan

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Claremore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74019

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin I am urging you to not go forward with setting up the exchanges for
Obamacare. You campaigned against Obamacare so please stand strong against. I
encourage you to join other states such as Texas and South Carolina in not
participating. If the majority will band together, we can stop this travesty. The
government is acting as a bully and it is time to stand up against it. Obamacare will
destroy our country.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:43:35 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Bob Donohoo

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73131

Subject: 
No Fallincare ...

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, I don't see any evidence that the Federal Government is prepared to set
up their own Healthcare Exchange should Oklahoma choose not to. In addition, if
Oklahoma sets up a Healthcare Exchange it will surely grow and become very
expensive. Something tells me that you would not appreciate the obvious label of
"Fallincare" should you move forward with implementing a Healthcare Exchange.
Please don't file the federal paperwork for a Healthcare Exchange.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

20910



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:17:03 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Judy Rodrigues

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74011

Subject: 
Obamacare Exhanges

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin - The Federal and State Government has forgotten that
you/they WORK FOR US the American People, and we must say NO TO
OBAMACARE Exhanges and cut the legs off this intrusive law. This president and his
cronies are fast moving this nation into a Weimar Republic that will be upon us
before we know we are in it. Please don't forget those of us who voted for you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:09:43 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Alig

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74135

Subject: 
ObamaCare Exchange

Message: 
Say No to the Obamacare Exchange! Dear Governor Fallin, Every state governor in
the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether they will work
to establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen
of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out
of the health care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no
choice but to reexamine the law. As a public official, you should stand by the
people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal government interfering with our
health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that don't offer health insurance will be
fined and likely leave the state. To run the exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of
dollars so insurance companies can rake in easy profits. Obamacare is the largest
expansion of government in recent history and you have the power to stop it. If not
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for me a Oklahoma resident, then for my children and grandchildren. Sincerely,
John Alig

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:58:33 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Erlewein

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
741336937

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:54:26 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kendall Howerton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73122

Subject: 
NO Obamacare

Message: 
The State of Oklahoma should opt out of the Obamacare.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:53:04 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Christine Ireland

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73122

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I don't want Obamacare in the State of Oklahoma. I think our great State should
opt of of this.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:49:14 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brenda Bernhardt

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Affordable Care Act

Message: 
I encourage you to align with other Republican governors to reject setting up
healthcare exchanges for Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:42:36 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Charles Hammons

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Coyle

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73027

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin - I implore you to resis any temptation to cause the State of
Oklahoma to set up its own health care exchanges. Things will not be getting
better, and it is important to preserve options for the people of Oklahoma. Please
make sure that the federal government is SOLELY responsible for the coming
atrocity. Very respectfully, Charles Hammons, PhD Coyle OK

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:42:28 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Michael Peterman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
730136648

Subject: 
Health Care Exchange

Message: 
Please do not agree to set up the health care exchanges in the State of Oklahoma.
In my opinion, Obamacare is not good policy for the citizens of Oklahoma. Passing
legislation to nullify Obamacare under the 10th Amendment to the US Constitution
should be top priority for the Oklahoma legislature. Thank you for your
consideration.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20922



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:37:23 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Doug Hamilton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Pryor

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74361

Subject: 
Oklahoma Against ObamaCare

Message: 
I am doing a research essay over: Why is Oklahoma Against Obama Care. I was
wondering if you would give me your opinion on the subject

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:22:02 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Suzy Sharp

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74104

Subject: 
Expansion of Medicare and Health Ins Exhange

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I urge you to consider the health care needs of the citizens of
Oklahoma and expand Medicaid coverage. With today's article on the number of
Oklahomans with diabetes we are once again reminded of the personal and
financial cost our poor health costs all of us across our state. Early treatment and
prevention will make a difference but only if a person has access to affordable
healthcare. Please rise above the politics of this situation. Also I encourage you to
decide to participate in the health insurance exchange. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:14:37 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Scott Bell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74014

Subject: 
Say NO to Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012
to make a decision on whether they will work to establish the health insurance
exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to
say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is
the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As
a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the
federal government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren. Sincerely, Scott Bell

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20928



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:56:04 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Denny Stottlemyre

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Mannsville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73447

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchanges

Message: 
As of the time of my message, it appears that Oklahoma is undecided as to whether
or not it will voluntarily or jointly set up healthcare exchanges with the Federal
Gov't. Please do not do either one. If the Feds choose to continue to shove this
horrible requirement down our throats then let them come and do it themselves.
Let us soon publicly join the list of other states who are already declaring their
intention to not participate. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:48:44 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
jon owens

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
stillwater

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74074

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
mamm, please do not impliment obamacare , most all americans do not want it or
can afford it , we need to do what we can do to veto it or abolish it , most of us
cant afford it or afford to pay the penalities.as you can see most states are
petentioning to susceed because of him. thanks

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:43:02 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Pam Gibbs

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Ada

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74820

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
PLEASE GOVERNOR FALLIN, OPPOSE OBAMACARE. LET'S DO OUR PART TO SHOW
THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO BOW DOWN AND FOLLOW. I APPRECIATE THE JOB
YOU HAVE DONE. THANK YOU FOR CARING ABOUT OKLAHOMA!!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:42:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Eric Watson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Centerburg

State: 
OH

Zipcode: 
43011

Subject: 
NO Healthcare Exchange!

Message: 
I am contacting you to Refuse setting up a Healthcare Exchange. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:16:47 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Angela Poteet

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Colcord

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74338

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Take a stand against Obamacare. No health care exchanges for Oklahoma!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:12:14 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tom Rorschach

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74105

Subject: 
Health Exchanges

Message: 
Do not establish Health Exchange. If enough states hold back it could kill
Obamacare. Stand with Texas.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:50:33 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Rudy Collins

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Vian

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74962

Subject: 
Obamacare Exchanges

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I sincerely urge you to not go along with the Federal mandate of an
Insurance Exchange. We need to do whatever we can to fight against this poor
thought out law.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:30:33 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lise DeShea

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73107

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchanges

Message: 
More than half of the births in Oklahoma are paid for by Medicaid. Without
question, this is a poor state that will benefit from any additional federal assistance
it can get for health coverage. Please do what's right for the PEOPLE, set aside
party politics, and create state-run health insurance exchanges. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 7:18:02 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Michael Palmisano

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73026

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 6:27:53 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mike Kaiser

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Duncan

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73533

Subject: 
Reject ObamaCare

Message: 
Gov Fallin, I hope you remember that you were elected byy the people of this great
state. I also hope you know that the vast majority of Oklahomans DO NOT want
ObamamCare in our state. PLease do not let OKlahoma become a part of this policy
and stand firm for what the people who elected you want.....NO OBAMACARE!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

20941



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:34:50 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
William Snider

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sayre

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73662

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:58:52 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
LaDonna Heaslet

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
catoosa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74015

Subject: 
health insurance exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:49:28 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Elaine Nickelson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Grove

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74344

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange Monies

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin I know that you support accepting the healthcare exchange
monies for Oklahoma but I do not believe it is the right thing to do for our State. I
truly believe this is a bait and switch plan by the Obama administration and we will
only be setting ourselves up for a total takeover by the federal government of our
health care. The monies will not be there to pay the states as it proposed. Look
what has happened just since the election â€“ massive layoffs around the country.
The taxpayers are the ones that will be paying for this massive system but people
somehow think when they say the federal government will pay â€“ it does not
mean them. I am a taxpayer and it is my money that will be going to Washington
to be wasted and if any is left will be sent back to the state for this horrible idea of
Obamacare. This country is broke. There wonâ€™t be money to send to Oklahoma
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to pay for this plan. We do not need to add to the Medicaid rolls in Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:40:49 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Anna Bennett

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
741157220

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor,Please say NO to Obamacare. You & the Senators can stop it. We count
on you to help us. The people of Oklahoma can not afford it. Sincerely, Anna
Bennett

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:28:34 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Judith Farris

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Guthrie

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73044

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the <span class="yshortcuts"
id="lw_1353019075_0">health insurance</span> exchange to comply with
Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this mandate.
If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
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and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:46:49 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lee Ann Johnmeyer

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma city

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73103

Subject: 
Reject ObamaCare

Message: 
Please reject joining the Obama Care mandate. Oklahoma can come up with a
better plan than this! This means a big increase of premiums for people on
Medicare. By 2014 Obama Care raises my husbands & my monthly medicare
premiums over 200%. We can not make this kind of payments because we are both
disabled and unable to work to increase our income. Please reject ObamaCare!
THank you

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:28:37 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kelly Jackson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73034

Subject: 
Healthcare exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:53:36 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Rick Weatherford

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Beggs

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74421

Subject: 
Opt our of Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:47:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Julane Borth

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
731071014

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, First of all, let me congratulate you on your election as
Governor. I've met you on numerous occasions; first of all as the Ex Dir of Contact
Telephone Helpline, I attended your prayer service at the time of your inauguration
and in your office as the Lt.Gov when Darcie Harris, my partner and I were starting
our company, EWF International. My purpose in contacting you now is to ask you to
stay strong in resisting the health care mandate in Oklahoma. I believe we can turn
things around in this country if our local and national representatives are strong.
Please do what you can to keep our local businesses, i.e. Hobby Lobby and many
others supported by our state government. I would love to see a smaller national
government and stronger state governments You're doing a a great job.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:11:58 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Cynthia Young

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74047

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:10:24 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Wilson Beardsley

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Choctaw

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73020

Subject: 
Nothing from ObamaCare

Message: 
Do not open the door to any part of Obama Care. We will begin to be under federal
control and Presidential edicts our congress has not authorized.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20961



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:07:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lonnie Gilliland

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Ins exchange

Message: 
I encourage you to not to ok the obamacare insurance exchange... From what I
understand this would save millions for our state and eliminate the individual
mandate.... Bankrupting this heinous piece of legislation. Thank you

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:04:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Martina Tatum

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Wagoner

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74467

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please do all in your power to make sure that OK does not set up any type of
healthcare exchange. Obamacare is destructive and must be fought in any way
possible. I know the good citizens of OK were not and are not in favor of this forced
travesty and we are looking to you to keep us from being bullied and fined. I
believe every state should resist this bad law by not setting up exchanges. Let OK
lead the way and pray other states join in fighting against this freedom trampling
law. Thank you for your fight against Obamacare.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20963



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:58:25 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Scott Deatherage

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
OWASSO

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:26:38 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Randy Hamrick

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Altus

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73521

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I am a 63 year old military/Civil Service retiree. My wife and I both
live off our fixed income. We both are covered medically, by TRICARE. Obamacare I
don't believe will directly effect us, other than driving the cost up, and create a
shortage of doctors. I maybe wrong, because I haven't found anyone that really
knows what all it does include. Please, do all that you can to keep Obamacare at
bay, and hopefully I won't have to pay out any more than is necessary, because
money for us is really tight. Thank you ever so much, Randy Hamrick

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:23:51 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Pat Pearce

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Chandler

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74834

Subject: 
Obama Care

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:18:33 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Stacie hood

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73045

Subject: 
For obamacare

Message: 
Casting my request for our state to follow our presidents program.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:14:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kenneth L Snead

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Stillwater

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74074

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:53:59 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sheila Goering

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
enid

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73702

Subject: 
STOP OBAMACARE IN OKLAHOMA!!!!

Message: 
As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough
states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare,
Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. Every state governor in the
nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision on whether they will work to
establish the health insurance exchange to comply with Obamacare. AS A CITIZEN
OF OKLAHOMA, I BEG YOU TO SAY NO TO THIS MANDATE!!! If enough states opt
out of the health care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have
no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public official, you should stand by the
people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal government interfering with our
health care decisions.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:46:35 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
sarah couch

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
pocola

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74902

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Please say no to all of obamacare

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:16:13 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Miriam Flanagan

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
740127719

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin I am asking that you stop the Obamacare exchange. I would like to
be informed of your position on this matter.Thank you

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:09:34 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Hannah Heinzig

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Prague

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74864

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Govenor Fallin, My name is Hannah Heinzig and I am a nurse at St. Anthony
Shawnee ER. I am contacting you to ask you to vote against Obamacare. I know
you personally will probably never see this message, but I feel it is my responsibility
as an Oklahoman in healthcare to be a "voice shouting in the wilderness" pleading
for the people of Oklahoma. I am exercising my freedom to give you my plea.
Thank you for your work as our Govenor! I promise to pray for you and to support
you 100% in whatever decision you make for our state. I know God put you in
office and I honor that. "May the Lord bless you and keep you, may HIS face shine
upon you." Numbers 6:24

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:07:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna Curry

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73003

Subject: 
No on Obamacare Health Exchange

Message: 
Please vote NO on Obama Health Exchange. The government should not be in the
health business, especially when 15 people on their special panel do NOT consist of
even one medical Dr. and they are the ones who would OK who gets what kind of
treatment, if any at all. This is a disgrace.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:59:59 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Diane Hinkle

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Oklahoma needs to stand firm against the implementation of Obamacare. It is now
up to the states to prevent the federal government's takeover of individual health
care decisions. It is the right thing for Oklahomans to say "no" to the creation of
Obamacare insurance exchanges! I hope you will stand up for individual freedom,
and the freedom of all Oklahomans, Governor Fallin.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:48:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Beth Patton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Calera

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74730

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, Thank you for the difficult job that you do for OK! I grew up in a
country with a government-controlled medical system. I ask you to please refuse to
sign OK on for Obamacare! Thank you for "hearing" my position on this issue. God
bless you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

20984



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:01:07 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Fred Mercer

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73120

Subject: 
Health insurance exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:33:40 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Stephen Butler

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Yukon

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73099

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
Please refuse to set up healthcare exchange in OK. We must fight this to the end. I
hope you are the conservative you ran as. Now is your chance to prove it before
the next primary. Thank tyou. Stephen Butler

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:31:50 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Constance Grimm

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Del City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73115

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:21:09 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Valarie Stegman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73703

Subject: 
Healthcare deadline

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:16:45 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Karla hoss

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Mustang

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73064

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Do NOT accept federal funding for Obamacare. To commit to this form of medicaid
is putting our states economy at risk relying on any commitment from federal
funding. Stand in with Texas and aligning states.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:15:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Wamda Sue Wyatt

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Poteau

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74953

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, We may have lost the election, but as a state, we can win the war.
We voted for Mitt Romney. And as a Governor of a Republican state, I would like
for you to be well advised that we do not need Obamacare. This would be a
devastating blow to our economy. As a person who has been unemployed for 4
months, we need jobs. I will be looking forward to your support in this matter. You
are a servant of the people, which evidentially this current administration in
Washington has forgotten. Respectfully, Wanda Wyatt A Patriot who loves her
country and Loves Oklahoma

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

20993



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

20994



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:53:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna Carlton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
oklahoma city

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73162

Subject: 
Obama Care

Message: 
Please do not support Obamacare!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:49:04 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sheri Wann

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Pawhuska

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74056

Subject: 
Obama exchange

Message: 
To: Governor Mary Fallin As a registered voter and citizen of Oklahoma and the
United States, I am urging you to vote no on the Obamacare Exchange. Thank you
for your time. Our family prays for you and the other Oklahoma leaders on a
regular basis. Again, thank you for your time.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

20997



From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

CMS form builder system 
Cody Inman 
A user has completed the "EmailContactform" 
Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:37:01 PM 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form 
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of 
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If your message is an 
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at 
(405) 521-2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Shirley Nelson 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
OKC 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73165 

Subject: 
Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion 

Message: 
I oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion. You are supposed to 
work for the people of OK & not obamacare federal government 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do 
not respond. 
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:36:50 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Roy Anderson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Woodward

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73801

Subject: 
Affordable Health Care (Obamacare)

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I'll keep this short. If Obamacare were put to a vote of the
people of Oklalhoma, it would be nullified! We do not want it and as our Governor,
expect your decisions on the matter to reflect the opinions of the people. No
Obamacare!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:29:47 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Robert Bearer

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74133

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchanges

Message: 
Please do not involve Oklahoma in the health insurance exchanges mandated by the
so-called "affordable" health care and portability act and the expansion of the
state's Medicaid burden. Stop the fiscal madness which will place an unsustainable
burden on the budget and is leading to a an irreversible loss of freedom at an
accelerating pace. Robert L. Bearer

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

21000



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21001



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:26:20 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Eric McWhorter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73034

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
It's been over 4 months since the SCOTUS ruling on PPACA and you have yet to
make a decision on the Healthcare Exchange. It should not be difficult to say "We
will not comply." With four more years of President Obama we need a strong
Governor that is willing to stand up to any and all unconstitutional policies from the
White House, and this decision will help us decide if that's you. Allowing drones in
Oklahoma airspace for the sake of a few dollars was bad enough, but straddling the
fence on Obamacare is absolutely embarrassing. Looking for an answer, sooner
rather than later. So Cody, Kealey, Denise, Brett's replacement or whoever gets
this, please tell the Governor we grow weary waiting for her official response.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:24:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joe Kelley

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74014

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
I read an articale yesterday that you are thinking about accepting ObamaCare for
all Oklahoman's.. I truly can not believe that you would do such a thing since
Oklahoma voted against it and most of the U.S. voted against it. But it was passed
by the Senate with no regard to what the people wanted. So, the people of
Oklahoma do not want ObamaCare so do not accept it. Again, I can not believe that
you would even think about doing that. But maybe you too are being bought off, I
HOPE NOT........................

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

21004



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21005



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:19:20 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Peggy Martin

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Say No to the Obamacare Exchange!

Message: 
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Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:10:42 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tisa Hanvey

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Keyes

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73947

Subject: 
Healthcare exchanges

Message: 
Governer Fallin, We are writing to urge you to reject ANY insurance exchange that
would enroll Oklahoma into Obama Care. We also want to urge you NOT to expand
Medicaid in any form. We thank you for your past opposition to the provisions of
Obamacare in our state. We tried to call your office today (during business hours)
but calls are not being answered, so I hope you will see our urgent request. Thank
you, Tim and Tisa Hanvey

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:07:21 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Denise Harden

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Stillwater

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74076

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:02:11 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dee

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
OKC

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73173

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Stop Obamacare exchange. Please stop unfunded mandates and establishing a state
exchange58733

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:00:47 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dorothy Anderson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
731307209

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:58:09 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tom Sexton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 
Sexton & Associates Insurance Agency, Inc. 436 Tumbleweed Rd.

City: 
Yukon

State: 
OR

Zipcode: 
730996842

Subject: 
State Based Exchange

Message: 
As an independent insurance agent in Oklahoma, I believe it is imperative that we
establish a state based exchange rather than a Federal or Partnership exchange.
Please decide to implement a STATE-BASED EXCHANGE.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21015



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:55:46 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Patty Plummer

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Skiatook

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74070

Subject: 
Health Ins. Exchanges

Message: 
My family and I are NOT in favor of setting up an Oklahoma health insurance
exchange that will facilitate Obamacare. Please help the citizens of our state put an
end to this federal mandate that the majority of Americans do not want for so many
reasons. We thank you for your consideration! As a citizen of Oklahoma, I
encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health
care exchange that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to
reexamine the law.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21017



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:52:58 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tina Kelly

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Del City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73115

Subject: 
Exchanges

Message: 
Please protect our state from the implementation of Obamacare with whatever tools
you have available. Say no to the exchanges as a start. Thank you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:38:15 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Diana Cox

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Pocola

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74902

Subject: 
Obamacare - say NO to the Mandate

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:36:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Shirley Arnold

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Park Hill

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
918458177

Subject: 
State Money

Message: 
Hello Govenor Fallin, please refuse all federal "BRIBE" money and madates to
implement Obamacare health exchanges. I know you were watiting to implement
anything till a new administration came in. But I guess we got unlucky and the
same blaming administration returned. The GOP needs to do something to try to
overide all this unnessacery spending and raising taxes. I read an article on how
you thought Obamacare was the worst that could happen and how you would not
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. Voted for Mitt Romney to no avail as someone said
you cannot beat Santa Claus. Please help the people of Oklahoma out and stand
staunch and not give in to the corrupt people who remain in office. Thanks, Shirley
and God Bless

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:32:07 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Julie Thrash

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Yukon

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73099

Subject: 
ObamaCare Exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I,like many Oklahoma citizens are expecting you to protect my
family (many elderly) and, other families also from the harm of Obamacare;
meaning refuse the ObamaCare Exchange. My husband and I are both self
employed and struggling like many others and I am trying earnestly and have been
for nearly a year now to get back into a solid career, thereby securing a more
stable income for my family. As well, you know this is againt our United States
Constitutional Rights. Please for the people of the State of Oklahoma I ask you to
refuse it once again. Respectfully, Julie A. Thrash

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21024



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:23:27 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ralph Herman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Vinita

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74301

Subject: 
ObamaCare Exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:20:57 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
JoAnn Terrell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
730723224

Subject: 
Obama Care Exchanges

Message: 
To the Honorable Governor Fallin: I admonish you NOT to jeperdize our state by
adding our state to the list who will be a part of the so called exchanges
administered by ObamaCare. Sincerely, JoAnn Terrell

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:17:35 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Thomas Shupper

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74135

Subject: 
Healthcare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012
to make a decision on whether they will work to establish the health insurance
exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to
say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is
the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As
a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the
federal government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren. Sincerely, Tom Shupper Tulsa, OK

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:16:59 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Estelle Russom

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74647

Subject: 
OBAMACARE

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I have admired and appreciated your past resistance to
Obamacare. I am writing to please urge you and encourage you to say NO to the
insurance exchanges required to create it at the state level and any other way you
can find to resist this albatross which was rammed through without adequate
debate and input from the American people. Thank you so very much.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:15:55 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
robert blochowiak

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
shawnee

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74804

Subject: 
health insurance exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their

21031



children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:14:50 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Emily Ligon

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Midwest city

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73130

Subject: 
Please Block Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13:44 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Robyn Caruthers

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
TULSA

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74133

Subject: 
Say NO to every aspect of ObamaCare

Message: 
The people of Oklahoma mandated in November 2010 to say NO to ObamaCare and
every aspect of ObamaCare. As governor, elected by the people of Oklahoma, you
are elected to carry out the decisions of the people of Oklahoma. You must look
past every lobby or special interest group and execute the will of "we the people" of
Oklahoma and say NO to EVERY aspect of ObamaCare here in Oklahoma. We do
not want any strings and control of the federal government that would accompany
the allowance of any part of ObamaCare. Say NO to all of ObamaCare, with a
resounding "NO". Remember, the people voted "NO" in November 2010. Morally
you are obligated to execute this "NO" to ObamaCare in every single aspect. We
depend on you to execute with integrity and courage.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13:05 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gary McCargar

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74145

Subject: 
ACA HealthCare Exchanges

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with ACA. You said NO last year and it should again be NO this year. If you flip on
this issue alone may well seal my vote against you next election. As a citizen of OK,
I encourage you to say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the ACA
exchange that is the heart of ACA, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine
the law. As a public official, you should stand by the people of OK. We don't need
the federal government interfering with our health care decisions. OK businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. ACA is the largest expansion of government in recent history and you
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have the power to stop it. If not for OK residents, then for their children and
grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21038



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:09:20 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Heather Grisham

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Owasso

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Every governor in our nation has by November 16, 2012 to
make a crucial decision on whether they will work to establish a health insurance
exchange to comply with ObamaCare. As I am a citizen of Oklahoma, I implore you
to say NO to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange
that is the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have NO OTHER CHOICE but to
reexamine this unconstitutional law! Please Governor Fallin, stand up to this
invasion of our God given rights. Sincerely, Heather Grisham

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:09:15 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Steve Bass

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Idabel

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74745

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:07:54 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
David LeDoux

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012
to make a decision on whether they will work to establish the health insurance
exchange to comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to
say no to this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is
the heart of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As
a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the
federal government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren. Sincerely, David LeDoux

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:02:13 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Robert Andrews

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Colbert

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74733

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the
federal government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:00:04 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mary Andrews

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Colbert

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74733

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
As a public official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the
federal government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses
that don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:57:52 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Idell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Collinsville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74021

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Please do whatever is required to opt out of the health care exchange. The majority
of Americans don't want OvamaCare so why is it being forced upon us? Idell Cook

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:52:40 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Betty Stewart

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74135

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please tell me you have made Obamacare illegal in Oklahoma. It will be devastating
to seniors if it is implemented. We feel it is like a death sentence. Thanks, Betty &
John Stewart

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:51:43 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tyler Rowland

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Owasso

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
Please opt out of the exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance</span> exchange to
comply with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to
this mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart
of ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:50:48 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brenda David

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 
.

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74134

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
This needs to be repealed. Too much government never works. I don't want to be
told that I am too old to have medical treatment.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:50:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Danielle Spence Tidd

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Del City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73115

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
children and grandchildren.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:49:35 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73072

Subject: 
Obamacare exchange

Message: 
Every state governor in the nation has by November 16, 2012 to make a decision
on whether they will work to establish the health insurance exchange to comply
with Obamacare. As a citizen of Oklahoma, I encourage you to say no to this
mandate. If enough states opt out of the health care exchange that is the heart of
ObamaCare, Congress will have no choice but to reexamine the law. As a public
official, you should stand by the people of Oklahoma. We don't need the federal
government interfering with our health care decisions. Oklahoma businesses that
don't offer health insurance will be fined and likely leave the state. To run the
exchange, taxpayers will pay millions of dollars so insurance companies can rake in
easy profits. Obamacare is the largest expansion of government in recent history
and you have the power to stop it. If not for Oklahoma residents, then for their
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children and grandchildren.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:39:32 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ann Shepherd

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Choctaw

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73020

Subject: 
OK state-based Exchange for health care

Message: 
Governor Fallin, First of all I want you to know that I voted for you and respect you
and the way you have run the office of Governor. My message is about the state-
based exchange and I know that you are looking at every aspect of this decision. I
belive that you will make the best decision for Oklahoma citizens, but just wanted
you to know that I think, according to everything that I've read, about the state
based exchange that it would be a good thing. As I said, I respect you and believe
that you will make the best decision for us, but just wanted to add in my
preference. I am also a HR Manager for a company in OKC and know how difficult
it can be finding good insurance at a price our employees can afford. I hope that
we will be given choices that are accessible to all. Thank You, Ann Shepherd
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:32:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mrs Tamsy Freeman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
731031851

Subject: 
STOP OBAMA CARE!

Message: 
Dear Mary, I worked so hard to get you in office knowing you would do everything
to keep our state CONSERVATIVE! ObamaCare Must be stopped. I am counting on
you to do so. Sincerely, Tamsy Freeman reg. Republican 
City OK 73103

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:21:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Scott Hazelwood

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
P.S. on "Obamacare"

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: I just want you to realize that if you and the other 29
Republican Governors will refuse to set up the state exchanges, it will help to nullify
"Obamacare," forcing it to be reconsidered by Congress. Hopefully, with
Republicans in control of the House, we can remove the un-Constitutional
"mandate".

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:15:31 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Scott Hazelwood

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
BARTLESVILE

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
Health Care Exchanges

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: It is my opinion that Oklahoma should NOT create state-run
healthcare exchanges. As you know, the abomination of a law called the Affordable
Health Care Act, was rammed down our throats by the tax and spend liberals when
you were still a Member of Congress. You correctly voted against that law. It is my
understanding that if some states simply refuse to set up the exchanges (which is
NOT required by law), it will greatly undermine the implementation of "Obamacare."
Please, please, please, honor the wishes of the vast majority of Oklahomans by
refusing to participate in this monstrous federal government takeover of health
care. You are one of our last hopes for preserving some semblance of freedom!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:12:31 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Blaine Carter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Calera

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74730

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please vote against Obamacare and make it illegal in the State of Oklahoma

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:56:30 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jan

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
47114

Subject: 
ObamaCare Mandate

Message: 
I'll just keep it short and sweet. Please don't cave in, just say "No" to Obamacare

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:50:42 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Anna Hansen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
741296411

Subject: 
Obamacare in OK

Message: 
Please do not let Obamacare legal in OK! Parts of it go against my religion, and that
is a First Amendment Right, making this law unconstitutional. I have no problem
with the clauses about covering pre-existing conditions, as I am one of those who is
uninsurable for that reason and I can't afford exhorbitant insurance premiums nor
the fines to not have insurance. I'd like that covered, but I cannot condone any
abortificants, contraception, or even elective surgeries such as sterilization to be
covered. I worked for Met Life Ins. Co. for over 18 yrs and paid claims. They have
NEVER covered elective surgeries! No insurance carrier has. This will make
everyone's premiums skyrocket. Please get this outlawed in OK. I understand that
the President has given the states until Friday, Nov. 16, to declare it illegal. To my
knowledge, 14 states already have. We have 1 day left. Please throw this out and
make it a p riority! Thank you!
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:45:35 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jim E Wright

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74137

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
I demand that you refuse all federal "bribe" money and mandates to implement
ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma and all that is associated with it.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:44:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Clifford Ribner

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OH

Zipcode: 
74103

Subject: 
74103

Message: 
Gov.: I am a longtime Republican disappointed in the presidential election after
maxing out giving to Gov. Romney. Please refused to participate in Obamacare in
any manner and do not set up an insurance exchange.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:40:39 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Daran Neal

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Lawton

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73505

Subject: 
Health Care Exchanges

Message: 
Please reject utterly and entirely all Obamacare. We don't want exchanges, etc - as
noted in this article http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/14/right-thinking-the-path-of-
the-most-resistance-opinion/

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 12:47:28 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Katie Moran

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73025

Subject: 
Why I need Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor, My husband worked for Merrill Lynch for years and decided to leave
and work for an independent firm, therefore requiring us to get our own insurance.
I am a stay-at-home mom with 4 young kids. We have been paying the
$1500/month premiums for Cobra while trying to figure out the best private plan for
our family. Unfortunately, I was diagnosed with melanoma during this process.
Thankfully, it was caught very early and was able to be surgically excised, but to
insurance companies, I will forever be labeled with melanoma. No insurance
company wants to insure me. I'm thankful for Obamacare in 2014.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 12:08:39 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Deborah Mapes

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Stratford

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74872

Subject: 
Insurance exchanges

Message: 
I am writing with great concern for our state in the wake of this re-election of
Obama. I am asking that you do not comply with anything that would allow
Obamacare to take effect in Oklahoma. I hope that you have personally read the
entire law, because I feel that it is evil and a huge power grab that we can not
allow in Oklahoma. We need to become as independent from the feds as is
possible. I also have concerns about the President's agenda for our schools, but I
will save that for later correspondence. Please be the leader that we all pray you
will be in keeping Oklahoma secure from this over reaching President and his liberal
agenda. Sincerely Deborah

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 12:00:01 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dean Allen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
OKC

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73162

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchanges

Message: 
Please do not set up the exchanges. We must not accept obamacare

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:51:59 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mark Irwin

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Lahoma

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73754

Subject: 
ObamaCare / Health Exchanges

Message: 
Madame Governor, If you and the Legislature implement Obamacare and the health
care exchanges required to make it work, it is my opinion that it will be the death
of the Republican Party in Oklahoma. V/R Mark Irwin

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:13:42 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jennifer Lee

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
731622928

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin: As a citizen of this great state, I respectfully request that you
follow the lead of several other states in the country and move to nullify Obamacare
for Oklahoma. As you know, Obamacare will not lower medical costs, it will
ultimately make it more expensive and it will destroy innovation. It also gives the
federal government control over issues that are not found in the Constitution and
takes power from the states. A clear majority of Americans did not want Obamacare
and yet it is being forced on us all. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 12:01:11 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Corey Morris

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73003

Subject: 
Re: Healthcare Exchanges

Message: 
Governor Fallin I wanted to thank you for the service you give as governor of
Oklahoma. I ask that you please not hear or consider the health care exchanges
proposition getting ready to come up. I feel this would negatively impact our state
and also take away some of our constitutional freedoms that we enjoy. Thanks,
Corey Morris

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:16:02 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jeff Kelley

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73025

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, Oklahoma has, in no ambiguous manner rejected the notion of
mandatory government-run health care. In a ballot initiative that passed by a
margin of 70% and amended our sovereign state's constitution the people reject
ObamaCare. Since that time, you have sought to subvert the will of our state
through back-door measures to implement the provisions mandated by ObamaCare.
CEASE AND DESIST!!! We reject ObamaCare. Oklahoma SHOULD NULLIFY! You, as
a servant of the people are mandated to submit to the will of the people of our
state. No to health insurance exchanges No to Medicaid expansion Terminate
Health Information Exchange Trust Sincerely, Jeff D. Kelley, Christian, Veteran,
Scientist

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:34:25 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna V Carlton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Medicaid

Message: 
Please do not expand Medicaid to meet the requirements of ObamaCare. We cannot
afford the cost down the road.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 7:37:12 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kevin Morris

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73003

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchanges

Message: 
Governor Fallin..... I would like to respectfully ask you NOT to consider the
healthcare exchanges for the State of Oklahoma. Please keep our great state
independent of Federal control (Obamacare). Thank you so much.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:28:37 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Cheri Hughey

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74115

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
By Refusing To Implement Health Care Exchanges, The States Can Kill Obamacare.
In 2010 Oklahomans voted with a clear majority to opt-out of Obamacare. I am
requesting that you fight against implementing health care exchanges in our state
so this thing can be killed once and for all.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:21:24 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mike Semore

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Wagoner

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74467

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Mrs Fallin. Where my family and I live in NE Oklahoma is a very poor community.
My parents make 15 dollars above the Medacaid cut-off. They are both retired and
in bad health. Luckily my father is a veteran and has access to the VA. My mother
on the other hand does not. She has been denied Soonercare because of my
fathers VA pension. They cannot afford drs office visits for her. They have tried
emergency rooms but they do not treat long term illnesses. What is she to do if
Obamacare does not come to Oklahoma? Live the rest of her life in agony and
dispair? I think you are a good person and you what is best for us Oklahomans.
Where I live I dont know one person who can afford health insurance. My wife and
son and I get Soonercare thank the good Lord. I just hope that my mom and all the
people like her can recieve the same benefits that we do. It has saved my life and
hopefully will save hers too. Tha nk you.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 4:17:37 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Richard Letourneau

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74135

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, What are you doing along with our state representatives and
senate with regard to the national heathcare act(Obamacare)? I want to see this
nullified in our state as I only see reduced benefits, high cost and larger
government. Are you moving ahead with efforts to remove and nullify Obamacare in
Oklahoma? This is not a tax, it's a crime against every U.S. and Oklahoma citizen. I
have a number of people who are willing to sign petitions and support you on this
topic.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 3:09:09 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lynn

E-mail Address: 
Habluetzel

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
OKLAHOMA CITY

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73120

Subject: 
healthcare

Message: 
Do not set up an insurance exchange in Oklahoma. The exchanges are the
cornerstone of the Affordable Care Act, and will tie into the other "exchange",
namely the health information exchange. Expanding Medicaid coverage to more
people (to 133% of FPL) will break the bank - we can not afford it. Do not expand
medicaid either! In the fall of 2010 Oklahomans made it clear that they oppose the
implementation of the Affordable Care Act ("ObamaCare"). SQ 756 passed with a
65% majority - that cannot be characterized as a tea party "faction" - that is a
majority of Oklahomans.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21093



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 12:39:47 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Nathan Straw

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
CLAREMORE

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74017

Subject: 
74017

Message: 
Please do not let the Feds force us to take part of Obamacare by implementing a
healthcare exchange. Use the Constitution and nullify it like other states have or I
will move to a state that honors the Constitution. I am a vet who fought in Iraq and
swore an oath to protect our constitution so use it and don't let the feds force us to
take part of Obamacare.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

21094



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21095



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 12:13:59 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Andrew

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73072

Subject: 
Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
I support an Oklahoma State based exchange. I am a partner in a health insurance
agency, we have almost 800 small business owners clients, between 500 and 1,000
individual insureds, and over 100 employers that we assist in obtaining Insure Ok
subsidies. It is CRUCIAL to keep the agent involved and the only want to do this is
with an Oklahoma Based Exchange (NOT a FEDERAL Government one).I would be
happy to professionaly discuss all sides of the implications with you or a staff
member. And/or if myself or any of my partners need to be present at any
announcements to stand with the governor against the TEA party, we'd be happy to
do this. Respectfully, Andy Bigbie

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 11:38:20 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sharon

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74133

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
PLEASE REJECT everything having to do with Obamacare.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:57:22 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Doug Walters

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74014

Subject: 
Health Insurance exchanges

Message: 
IT is vital that you announce, as have the governors of several states including
Florida, that you will not institute the insurance exchanges. Please read the CATO
article and talk to the governor of Florida for clarification. If you do institute the
exchanges, you will forever harm all the citizens of this state and cost them all on
average $2,500 more per household per year. We do not want to have Obamacare
or this new financial liability. This is vital.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

21099



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:13:04 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joann Balfour

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73144

Subject: 
healthcare

Message: 
With all due Respect Governor, Please be careful when making your decision on
Obamacare. Remember 70%? Oklahoma is a Sovereign State. As a citizen of said
State, I expect the State to protect me, and my fellow citizens from an expanding
over-reach of the Federal Government. Your decision will determine you re-election.
Sincerely, Joann Balfour

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

21101



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21102



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:03:49 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
James Conner

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73003

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Greetings Governor Fallin, I am concerned that Obamacare would have a very
detrimental effect on the Great State of Oklahoma. I felt this was enacted in a very
underhanded way. My opinion is that the majority of the people in our country do
not want this. Please continue to stand your ground and just say "NO".

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

21104



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 8:59:29 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joel Childress

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Glenpool

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74033

Subject: 
No Obama care anthing like it

Message: 
Governor Fallin, Thank you for serving our state. I implore you with deepest of
concern for our freedoms to fight Obamacare and anything like it. Please do all that
is with your power to resist the degradations of our liberty and sovereign statehood.
Please uphold the constitution and our God given freedoms on all fronts. Thank you
as well for passing the open carry law. God bless you and family Joel Childress
Product Designer Zebco fishing Reels

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

21105



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21106



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 8:52:40 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Larry Knight

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74137

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Please do not set up the EXCHANGES or take money to expand Medicaid. We
cannot afford the expansion of Medicaid and it is also a bad idea. But even it if it
was a good idea, WE CAN'T AFFORD IT WHEN THE FEDS REDUCE AND END THEIR
FUNDING. As I recall the discussions from a year ago, if the States refuse to
implement portions of ObamaCare, ObamaCare will collapse. SO LET'S DON'T DO
ANYTHING TO IMPLEMENT IT. THE PEOPLE DON'T WANT IT.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do

21107



not respond.

21108



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 7:27:43 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lydia Veron

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
740117016

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I am hoping that you will vote against Oklahoma joining with Obamacare. You ran
your election that you were against it and you should keep your campaign
promises. Another question is do you see Oklahoma joining Louisiana and Texas ?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 11:37:35 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tanner tobiason

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Fairmont

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73736

Subject: 
Health care

Message: 
Please do all that's possible to resist obamacare and the coming gun controls for
Oklahoma. At 33 years old it scares me to think about how much of our freedoms
we will lose in one presidents 8yr term and that my kids will never see the America
I grew up in

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 9:52:36 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gary Wright

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Catoosa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74015

Subject: 
Obama Care

Message: 
http://www.cato.org/publications/commentary/obamacare-road-repeal-starts-states

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 3:58:54 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donna V Carlton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Healthcare exchanges

Message: 
I am totally opposed to forming a healthcare exchange in Oklahoma. There is no
reason why a family making more than $90,000 per year should get a federal
subsidy to buy health insurance. If we want to help the TRULY NEEDY (and those
at this income level are not needy), let's do it at the state level with no involvement
by the federal government. Health insurance and health care are not proper
functions of the federal government, according to the Constitution.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

21113



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 9:57:40 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Derek Smith

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74132

Subject: 
Health Information Exchanges

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I read an article in the Tulsa World last week about Oklahoma and
our prepartation for the HIE deadline of January or 2014 and I wanted to reach out
to you. I am an executive in the technolgoy side of healthcare. My company's,
Global Healthcare Exchange, sole focus is taking cost out of heatlhcare through
automation and process efficiencies through technology. In our 12 year existence,
we have reduced over $3 billion dollars of cost from the heatlhcare system. While
my company is not invovled in the HIE's, I thouhgt I might be able to provide some
assistance to you and the state of Oklahoma to help solve this legistative
requirement. With the re-election of Obama, it is almost certain that nothing related
to Obamacare will be repealed. I think that my persepctive and background could
help advice on the most effective way to Oklahoma to solve this problem. Regards,

21115



Derek Smith Executive Vice President GHX 918-284-9832

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:36:08 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joandra Dunlap

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, Please follow example made by other states who have banned
obamacare from being implemented. We need a "waiver" desperately for the
obvious well known reasons..it will be detrimental to us. Please. Sincerely , Joey
Dunlap

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:38:42 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tara Cain

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Newkirk

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74647

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Hello I am registered Republican that lives in Newkirk and I understand that it will
be up to the governor and state legislature to decide whether to widen eligibility for
the public insurance program. I am in favor of Obamacare. I was in favor of it when
the Republican pushed for it under Bill Clinton and I am in favor of it now. Regards,
Tara Cain

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

21119



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21120



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 9:06:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Curtis McAuliff

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
...(part 2) that you backtracked under threat from Tea Party supporters. Your desire
to remain in office should never supersede doing what is right for Oklahoma voters.
Last I checked...a half-dozen of Tea Party freshman were voted out of office for
being extreme right. I expect more out of my Governor if you wish to count on my
vote again. Respectfully, Curtis W. McAuliff Edmond, OK

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 9:01:11 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Curtis McAuliff

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, I wanted to write you after happening upon an article that appeared in
the Tulsa World today which reported you are still considering whether or not to
setup the exchanges. As of November 6th, the future of the Affordable Care Act has
been solidified. As a white, male, independent under the age of 40...I strongly
encourage you to move ahead with the exchanges. Watching the way Republicans
have acted during the past four-years in Congress has sickened me and forced me
to remove my affiliation with your party. A policy of obstructionism that hurts so
many Americans while supposedly protecting a political ideal only hurts America. I
voted for you when you made it into office but I am now actively tracking how well
you think for yourself make decisions on merit over partisanship or super pacs or
lobbyists. We vote you into office to do right by "we the people..." not to be
beholden to some special interest group. The article specifically highlights... (part 1)

21123



Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

21124



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:19:00 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Elaine Nickelson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Grove

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74344

Subject: 
Obamacare exchange monies

Message: 
I am NOT in favor if Oklahoma accepting any of the Obamacare exchange monies.
It is a bait and switch game by the President and we cannot afford to go down that
road. PLEASE do not agree to accepting the money.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 2:03:18 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Deloris Henley

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74127

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, Please don't accept federal funds for Medicaid expansion. Do
everything possible to keep our private insurance market for us. As a Catholic, I am
very concerned now that Romney has lost the election. I hope you are in contact
with other Republican governors to see how we can be least impacted by
Obamacare. Thank you. Deloris Castillo Henley

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

21126



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 11:40:12 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kyle Munsell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Muskogee

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74403

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I have heard rumors that Obamacare will require all citizens
to be implanted with a Medchip (microchip). I was wondering if this is true but I
dont trust many sources on the internet and I would not put it past the Obama
administration to enforce such legislation and as a Christian I will not allow this to
happen to me or my children. Thanks Kyle Munsell

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

21128



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 7:18:05 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Benjamin Smith

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Claremore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74017

Subject: 
Obamas Re-Election

Message: 
Dear Govenor, My name is Ben Smith I come a small town called foyil in northeast
oklahoma and I was curious to your thoughts on the re-election of obama I
personally am very worried ecpecially when it comes to obamacarcause i have a
family and i am the only one who works while my wife stays at home with my
daughter and health care is going to go through the roof. But anywho i was just
curious on what your thoughts were on Obama and obamacare and his re-election.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 7:26:03 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Conul Hussein

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74126

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I am emailing your office with reference to Obamacare. As
you know the Supreme Court ruled Obamacare a tax and in so doing have,
according to my understanding, invalidated this law. According to the Constitution
of the United States Article 1 Section 7 "All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate
in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with
Amendments as on other Bills." As you may recall, the bill that eventually became
Obamacare originated in the Senate, thus invalidating this tax raising bill. Yours
sincerely. Mr Hussein

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00:59 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kyle Ellison

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tuttle

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73089

Subject: 
Stand firm

Message: 
For the first time in my life, I am not proud to be American (reverse quote our First
Lady). I am proud to have you in office in our great state. Please know that you
have loyal supporters. Please stand against Obama, you will be supported. I am a
health care provider, and obamacare must stay out of Oklahoma. Stand firm in our
conservative values. Stand firm against the socialist, Marxist, communist, and
Islamic ideals of Barack. Oklahoma must stand strong. You must be our front line.
I'm glad to have you. You have good people behind you all the way. I hope
someone relays to you my support.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: Matt Robison
Subject: Coalition Next Step - The Time is NOW!
Date: Wednesday, March 07, 2012 9:23:29 AM
Attachments: talking points March 6.pdf

 
 

 
 
To:                  Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions Coalition members
From:             Matt Robison
Date:              March 7, 2012
Re:                  Coalition Next Step Needed
 
THANK YOU to all the coalition member's efforts yesterday in delivering our message to the members of the Oklahoma
State Senate! Our unified message of needing an Oklahoma based response to a prospective federally mandated "one-
size-fits-all" health insurance exchange was very well received and has encouraged the next step in promoting our
mission.
 
Although several of us still have loose ends needing to be tied on the Senate side, we must today be focused on
promoting our mission to the members of the House of Representatives.  Our effort MUST continue to be dedicated,
energized and enthusiastic.
 
The House will begin session at 9:00 a.m. with a lunch recess until 1:30 p.m. when session will resume. Members will be
available to be pulled off the floor at your request. As with today, Sharon Caldwell and I will also be visiting working with
the Coalition on the House side and will be creating a "roll call" list of how members plan to vote on SB 1629 when
considered on the House Floor.
 
It is again of vital importance that you please inform either me (mrobison@okstatechamber.com) or Sharon Caldwell
(Sharon@cmastrategies.com) of the status of your legislative contacts and their voting commitment (yes; no; or
undecided).
 
Thank you in advance again for your support and involvement! The time is NOW!
 
 
 

MATT ROBISON
Vice President, Government Affairs
The State Chamber of Oklahoma
330 NE 10th Street | Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Phone: (405) 272-4423 | Cell: (405) 664-0265 
www.okstatechamber.com
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3/06/12 
 


 


SB 1629 Protects Oklahomans from a Federally Imposed Exchange 


The members of Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions encourage a YES vote on SB 1629.    


We are united in our preference for an Oklahoma-based marketplace instead of a federally 
imposed exchange. 


SB 1629 holds numerous benefits for Oklahoma consumers, employers and those in health 
related industries, among these are: 


 SB 1629 is based upon the well-known and utilized Insure Oklahoma program – not a 
system created by Washington DC bureaucrats. 
 


 SB 1629 protects the relationship between consumers and licensed agents. 
 


 SB 1629 guarantees a free market in health insurance by allowing many companies to 
provide a variety of plans instead of a “one size fits all” plan expected from the federal 
government. 
 


 SB 1629 creates transparency and will facilitate comparison of health insurance plans from 
a wide range of companies. 


 


 SB 1629 allows a free market for health insurance to exist and thrive outside of the 
exchange model. 


PPACA is the law of the land. While Oklahoma has demonstrated its opposition to this law 
through a state question and a lawsuit, these may not be enough to keep the federal 
government from imposing an exchange on Oklahomans.  


  


The federal government has already committed $574 million -- and awarded contracts -- for the 
development of the federal exchange.  If Oklahoma does nothing, the federal government will 
impose their system on us.  


  


If you agree that as a state, Oklahoma should do everything it can to stop the federal 
government from taking over the health insurance industry in our state, then you have no choice 
but to vote Yes on SB 1629. Voting NO on SB 1629 is tantamount to inviting the federal 
government to take-over health insurance in our state.  







3/06/12 
 


 


Coalition Members 
The State Chamber of Oklahoma 
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of 
 Commerce 
Tulsa Metro Chamber 
Norman Chamber of Commerce 
Greater Enid Chamber of Commerce 
Bartlesville Regional Chamber of  
 Commerce 
Broken Arrow Chamber and Economic 
 Development Corporation 
Oklahoma Association of Health Plans 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma 
Global Health 
Delta Dental of Oklahoma 
Independent Insurance Agents of 
Oklahoma 
National Association of Insurance and  
 Financial Advisors 
Oklahoma State Association of Health  
 Underwriters 
Tulsa Association of Health Underwriters  
Oklahoma City Association of Health  
 Underwriters 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association 
Oklahoma State Medical Association 
Coventry Healthcare 
Oklahoma Hospital Association 
Oklahoma Association of Optometric  
 Physicians 
 
 


National Federation of Independent 
 Business (NFIB) – Oklahoma 
Aetna US Healthcare 
Oklahoma Chiropractors’ Association  
Oklahoma Physical Therapy Association  
Oklahoma Pharmacist’s Association 
Oklahoma State Chiropractic Independent 
Physicians Association 
Oklahoma Nurses Association 
Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 
United Health Care 
Oklahoma Fit Kids Coalition 
INTEGRIS Health 
Oklahoma Association of Health Care  
 Providers 
Summit Consolidated Group 
Mercy Health Systems of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma Primary Care Association 
Oklahoma Academy of Family Physicians 
Coventry Healthcare 
Catalyst Behavioral Services 
American Cancer Society 
Oklahoma Substance Abuse Services 
Alliance 
Oklahoma Society of Oral and Maxillofacial  
 Surgeons 
Pharmacy Providers of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma Health & Life Insurance 







From: Hart, John (Coburn)
To: Hart, John (Coburn)
Subject: Coburn office repsonse to SCOTUS
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:45:58 AM

All – here’s a comment you can attribute to me as spokesman …
 
“Dr. Coburn will be reviewing the ruling and will respond with an updated plan to repeal and replace
this unworkable law.  The Court affirmed Congress’ power to tax people if they don’t eat their
broccoli.  Now it’s up to the American people to decide whether they will tolerate this obscene
abuse of individual liberty.” – John Hart
 
Remember, in 2009, Dr. Coburn authored the leading Obamacare alternative, the Patients’ Choice
Act, with Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) and Reps. Paul Ryan (R-WI) and Devin Nunes (R-CA).
 
John Hart
Communications Director

U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.

Russell Senate Office Building 172

(202) 224-5754

 (cell)

john_hart@coburn.senate.gov
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Coburn: State"s inaction on health care exchange is not a problem
Date: Monday, March 12, 2012 2:34:56 PM

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120312_336_0_TheOkl349243
 
 
Coburn: State's inaction on health care exchange is not a problem
 
In this April 2011 file photo, U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn speaks to the Rotary Club of Tulsa. TOM
GILBERT/Tulsa World File
By RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer
Published: 3/12/2012  12:27 PM
Last Modified: 3/12/2012  12:27 PM
 
The Oklahoma Legislature's failure to enact a health insurance exchange is not a serious problem,
U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn said Monday.
 
"The federal government doesn't know what the rules are going to be yet," Coburn said prior to a
noon appearance at the Tulsa Metro Chamber.
 
"Other states are going to be spending millions of dollars on this , so we might learn something from
them."
 
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120312_336_0_TheOkl349243
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Coburn: State"s inaction on health care exchange is not a problem
Date: Monday, March 12, 2012 2:34:56 PM

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120312_336_0_TheOkl349243
 
 
Coburn: State's inaction on health care exchange is not a problem
 
In this April 2011 file photo, U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn speaks to the Rotary Club of Tulsa. TOM
GILBERT/Tulsa World File
By RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer
Published: 3/12/2012  12:27 PM
Last Modified: 3/12/2012  12:27 PM
 
The Oklahoma Legislature's failure to enact a health insurance exchange is not a serious problem,
U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn said Monday.
 
"The federal government doesn't know what the rules are going to be yet," Coburn said prior to a
noon appearance at the Tulsa Metro Chamber.
 
"Other states are going to be spending millions of dollars on this , so we might learn something from
them."
 
 
Read more from this Tulsa World article at http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120312_336_0_TheOkl349243
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Jonathan Small
To: Jonathan Small
Subject: Command performance
Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2011 12:01:01 PM

Good Morning Everyone,
 
Last Thursday, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) Board voted unanimously to raise the
salary of director Mike Fogarty more than $18,000 a year to $152,000 and also gave him a
“performance” bonus of $20,000 (with another potential $20,000 bonus available in 2012). With a
new salary of $5,000 a year more than the governor earns, and performance bonuses potentially up
to $40,000, this event is sure to make your blood boil. 
 
I encourage everyone to read this story because over Fogarty’s time at OHCA, state Medicaid
spending has increased 169 percent, and the number of people using this welfare program has
increased to almost 25% of Oklahoma’s population.  These statistics hardly support a raise,
especially considering Fogarty and the OHCA have done little to curb the number on this welfare
program or implement innovative solutions that help people cease reliance on government
programs.
 
Please share this story with anyone you can, because everyone needs to know about the continued
push to have people dependent on government services instead of self-supported.  In this story we
provide some recommendations to change this long term disturbing trend and as always please do
not hesitate to let me know your thoughts! ( I also included the link to the Oklahoman story with
comments from my interview with the Oklahoman on this story)
 
Jonathan Small, CPA
Fiscal Policy Director
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs

1401 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Work: (405) 602-1667
Cell: 
ocpathink.org
 
http://www.ocpathink.org/articles/1226
 

Command performance
By Jonathan Small, CPA · Mon, Jun 13, 2011 01:13 PM CDT 
Spending
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Last week the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) Board voted unanimously to raise
the salary of director Mike Fogarty more than $18,000 a year to $152,000 and also gave him
a “performance” bonus of $20,000 (with another potential $20,000 bonus available in 2012).
With a new salary of $5,000 a year more than the governor earns, and performance bonuses
potentially up to $40,000, the outrage from taxpayers is completely justified. Let’s review
some of the performance “achievements” during Fogarty’s 12 years at OHCA under the
board’s direction.

According to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority’s FY-2010 annual report:

•    In FY-2005 there were nearly 630,000 Medicaid enrollees and total (state and federal)
expenditures of $2.81 billion. By FY-2010, the number of Medicaid enrollees had ballooned
to 881,220 (about 24 percent of the state’s population) and expenditures had skyrocketed to
$4.33 billion—an increase of 54 percent in just five years
•    In Federal Fiscal Year 2000, total (state and federal) Medicaid spending in Oklahoma was
$1.64 billion. But by Federal Fiscal Year 2010, total Medicaid spending in Oklahoma was
$4.35 billion—a 165 percent increase in just 10 years
•    For Federal Fiscal Year 2000, total state share/appropriations for Medicaid were $435.9
million, and for Federal Fiscal Year 2010, total state share/appropriations for Medicaid were
$1.1 billion—a 169 percent increase in just 10 years
•    In 2010, approximately 562,000 children under the age of 21 were covered by Medicaid
•    Approximately 67 percent of all Oklahoma children under the age of five have been
covered by Medicaid at some point in their lives.
•    Of Oklahoma’s 77 counties, 38 counties have 25 percent or more of the population
enrolled in Medicaid and 18 counties have 30 percent or more of the population enrolled in
Medicaid, and one county has 43 percent of its population on Medicaid.
With these welfare-expanding outcomes, what “performance” warranted a total income
increase of up to a $58,000 over the next two years? Apparently, the goal of OHCA is to
have as many Oklahomans enrolled in Medicaid as possible, but that’s the sort of
“performance” one would expect with command-and-control liberals running the agency.
But now that Oklahoma’s center-right majority has successfully elected a conservative
governor and state legislature, is this the sort of “success” we should celebrate and reward?
What Oklahoma family, whose hard-earned income will be taxed to pay for these increases,
will receive a $58,000 total income increase over the next two years?

OCPA has recommended several reforms that Fogarty and the board should consider
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(reforms that are all the more important considering what Obamacare is about to do to the
Oklahoma state budget):

•    Decrease dependence and utilization of this welfare program that is growing more than
165 percent every decade
•    Lead an unrelenting effort to obtain waivers from the federal government that would allow
Oklahoma to implement significant reforms to the Medicaid program
•    Continue to apply for federal approval to convert Medicaid into a block grant program,
which would give the state more control over how program dollars are spent
•    Push for an extremely low member cost-sharing plan of $10 a month
•    Allow the more than 13,000 current individual Insure Oklahoma members to obtain
coverage through the private market rather than being forced onto Medicaid
Why aren’t Director Fogarty and the OHCA board advocating for and implementing these
sorts of reforms? Their refusal to do so illustrates a common, longstanding accountability
problem. In many states the governor appoints the Medicaid director. Not so in Oklahoma,
with its dysfunctional executive branch. As OCPA fellow Andrew Spiropoulos wrote nine
years ago, “we must amend the constitution to establish a cabinet system of government in
which the governor appoints the heads of the major departments and these officials report
directly to and are responsible to the governor. And to the extent to which executive power
remains in boards and commissions, the governor must have the power to appoint the
majority, and eventually all, of the members of these bodies.” Because Gov. Fallin has not
yet had the opportunity to appoint anyone to the board, she could do nothing to stop this
decision.

With an annual budget of more than $4.3 billion, reform of the Health Care Authority board
and the Medicaid program should be a top priority for lawmakers at the beginning of the
2012 legislative session. All members of the board should be appointed by the governor (who
is accountable to voters) with the consent of the Senate, and appointments should serve at the
pleasure of the governor. The governor should have the authority to appoint the director of
the Health Care Authority, just as is the case with the director of the Office of State Finance,
the Secretary of State, and other crucial state positions.

Rest assured that the board’s action last week will not be forgotten.
http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-question-medicaid-directors-pay-
raise/article/3576235?custom_click=pod_headline_health
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From: 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Hi Katie, 

Lynne White 

Katie Altshuler 

Patti Davis 

Comments - PPACA 

Tuesday, November 01, 2011 3:14:06 PM 

I you would like to get in touch with Pete about the conversation we discussed this morning his 

email is and his cell phone is-. I would like to get a copy of the 
comments to the PPACA rules that you mentioned this morning. If you get a change let me know 

how I can access that information. 

Thanks, 

Lynne White 

Oklahoma Hospital Association 
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From: Eric Bradshaw
To: Eric Bradshaw
Subject: Committee Clears Nullification of ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, February 22, 2011 9:16:32 AM
Attachments: Mike Ritze 80.jpg

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
February 22, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact: State Rep. Mike Ritze
Capitol: (405) 557-7338
 

Committee Clears Nullification of ObamaCare
 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Legislation passed by a House committee today would effectively nullify
the new federal health care law in Oklahoma.
            “The federal health care law is unconstitutional and the state must stand up for the rights
of its citizens,” said Ritze, a Broken Arrow Republican who is one of only two doctors serving
in the Oklahoma Legislature. “Oklahomans expect nothing less.”
            House Bill 1276, by Ritze, notes that the Tenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution defines the total scope of federal powers “as being those which have been
delegated by the people of the several states to the federal government, and all powers not
delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are reserved to the
states respectively, or to the people themselves.”
            The bill then notes that the assumption of federal power made with passage of the
“Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” and “Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010” is “nowhere expressly granted by the United States Constitution and interferes
with the right of the people of the State of Oklahoma to regulate health care as they see fit.”
            Because those two federal laws were “not authorized by the Constitution of the United
States,” the bill then declares them to be “invalid in the State of Oklahoma” and states that they
“shall not be recognized by this state, are specifically rejected by this state, and shall be
considered null and void and of no effect in this state.”
            House Bill 1276 was passed by the House Judiciary Committee and now awaits
consideration by the full House.
 

-30-
 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email
by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is
prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail
transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or
damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail
assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail
and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against the House by doing so.
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American Hospital 
Association 

Pols]!1elli 
r Shughart" 

Compendium of Federal and State 
Health Insurance Reform Actions 

Required by the Affordable Care Act 

- ·· 

September 22, 2010 
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Compendium of Federal and State Health Insurance Reform Actions 
Required by the Affordable Care Act 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PP ACA) (P .L.111-148) and the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act (Reconciliation Act) (P .L.111-
152), together referred to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) significantly expand the federal government's involvement in health insurance oversight, standards 
setting and regulations. The new federal requirements are generally minimum standards that states may adopt and enforce through its laws and regulations. State 
laws that do not meet the federal minimum requirements will be pre-empted, i.e., the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will assume 
regulatory authority for those particular provisions. If a state already has a requirement that meets the federal standards, or adopts one in the future, then the state 
would retain the authority to enforce it. 

This Compendium outlines some of the major insurance market reform provisions of ACA and briefly outlines actions of the HHS Secretary, other federal 
agencies and stakeholders, including the NAIC, that will require state consideration and action. The major insurance reform provisions are divided into 
immediate insurance market reforms that take effect for plan/policy years beginning on/after September 23, 201 O; market reforms that become effective after 
2010; actions that transition to the Exchange; and, the Exchange. Each issue (with a citation to ACA) includes a description of the reform provision, the relevant 
agency(s) and stakeholder(s) involved, the timetable for implementation, and the regulatory actions to date. 

Reform Provisions Governmental Action 
Immediate Insurance Market Reforms 

• Lifetime/ Annual Dollar Limits Federal minimum standards. States review current laws/regulations and may adopt/amend state 

• Preexisting Conditions for under laws/regulations to meet federal minimum standards, or consider imposing more stringent standards. 
19 

• Rescissions 

• Patient Protections 
• Dependent Coverage to Age 26 

• Preventive Services Coverage 

• Internal/External Review 
Grandfathered Plans Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal rules governing grandfathered plans 

Data Reporting Potential state law/re!!Ulatorv action to conform to Federal minimum standards 
Health Insurance Consumer Assistance and State may pursue federal grant to establish, expand or provide support for offices of health insurance consumer 
Ombudsman Program assistance or ombudsman orograms 
Enrollment Standards and Protocols Federal minimum standards/grants to states to develop new or adopt existing technology systems to implement 

the Health Information Technoloov (HIT) enrollment standards. 

Insurance Market Reforms After 2010 
• Pre-Existing Conditions Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards. States may consider imposing 

• Non Discrimination more stringent standards. 

• Guaranteed Issue/Renewability 

• Waiting Periods 
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Monitoring Premium Rate Review States may establish a process based on federal standards for the annual review of 'unreasonable' increases in 
premiums, beginning with 2010 plan year. State may pursue Federal grant that requires additional data 
reporting requirements regarding plans. Discussion of premiums increases raises lead to consideration of more 
expansive state regulatorv authoritv that could impact providers. 

Medical Loss Ratio Federal minimum standards for MLR, based on NAIC developed uniform definitions and methodologies for the 
reporting and calculation ofrebates. State may increase the MLR for any of the markets, subject to HHS 
Secretarv review of impact on the individual market. 

Uniform Explanation of Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards/developed in conjunction with 
Coverage/Standard Definitions NAIC. Any state sururnary of benefits and coverage disclosure requirements cannot provide less information to 

consumers 
Adjusted Community Rating Federal minimum standard. States will define geographic rating areas for plan years beginning in 2014, subject 

to federal review for adequacy by HHS Secretary. States may adopt more stringent standards, such as pure 
communitv rating. 

Assessment of Plan Value Federal minimum standard 
Quality reporting Federal minimum standards; potential state action 

Transition to Excham!:e 
Temporary High Risk "Preexisting State decides whether to operate the higb risk pool. If so, may have to modify the state's high risk pools, to 
Condition Insurance Plan" Program conform to federal insurance market reforms. 

Temporary Reinsurance Program for Early Federal program for employers. 
Retirees 
Risk Pooling for the Individual and Small Federal law requires states to maintain for all non-grandfathered health plans to a single risk pool for each of 
Group Markets the individual and small group markets. ACA preempts any state law that requires insurers to include 

=dfathered plans in these pools is preempted. 
Risk Management Programs Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards that govern a risk adjustment 

mechanism that assesses and oavs issuers in the state based on actuarial risk. 
Transitional State Reinsurance Program for Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards. For the establishment and 
the Individual Market ooeration of a transitional reinsurance orogram that will be in effect for three vears 2013 throuPh 2015. 
Web Portal for Health Coverage Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards for the development of a secure 
Information electronic interface that allows for the exchange of information to determine a consumer's eligibility for public 

prom-am coverage, tax credits and other subsidies. 
Application of Administrative Federal action to establish uniform form. Potential state law/regulatory action to create a state's own uniform 
Simplification to State Programs enrollment form for the Exchange, Medicaid and CHIP programs or use the federally created uniform form. 

The Exchange 

Exchange ( s) by January 1, 2014 State law/regulatory action is required to conform to federal minimum standards for the scope, functions, 
regulatory scheme and financing of the Exchanges by 2014. Otherwise the Secretary shall establish and 
operate an Exchange in the state. State regulators, legislators and stakeholders will also have to respond to 
questions as whether the state should: 
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• Operate two exchanges or a single Exchange 

• Enter in to a regional and/or interstate exchange (s) 

• Establish one or more subsidiary exchanges to serve distinct geographic areas 

• Authorize the exchange to enter into contracts with entities, not health insurers, to carry out one of 
more of the exchange responsibility. 

• Allow large employers to enter the exchange in 2017 . 

• Modify the federal definition oflarge employer (firm at least 101 employees to 51 employees), and 
small employer (from between 1 to 100 employees to 1 to 50 employees) for plan years beginning 
January 1, 2016. 

• Adopt federal essential health benefits or expand the definition 

• Apply for waivers 

• Enter into Health Care Choice Compacts 
Exchange: Essential Health Benefits Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards. State may expand the essential 

benefit package; however, the state is responsible for paying for the costs of additional state mandates beyond 
the federal benefit package for individuals enrolled in coverage offered through the Exchange or for individuals 
enrolled in multi-state qualified health benefit plans. 

Exchange: Qualified Health Plans Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to federal minimum standards. Only QHPs offered through the 
exchange are elio-ible for subsidies and tax credits. 

Exchange: Navigator Federal requirements that govern state contracts with Navigators. 

Non-Discrimination Related to Providers State enforcement of non-discrimination rules of providers 

Consumer Operated & Oriented Plan (CO- Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to Federal minimum standards related to the operation and sale 
OP Proo:ram of CO-OP coverage. 
Multi-State Qualified Health Plans Federal oversight through OPM. States may require that these plans comply with state mandated benefits law 

(but have to pay for it). Any state laws that do not annly to FEHBP plans will not annly to multi-state plans. 
Waivers of Qualified Health Plans, State may apply for waiver of federal requirements. 
Exchanges, and Cost-Sharing Reduction 
Health Care Choice Compacts Two or more states may enter into interstate compact to facilitate the sale of health insurance policies across 

state lines. Insurers would be able to sell policies in all compacting states using the laws and regulations of a 
state. 

State Basic Health Program for Low Potential state law/regulatory action to conform to Federal minimum standards. 
Income Individuals and Tax Credits 
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Compendium 

Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

Immediate Insurance Market Reforms 
Prior to full implementation in 2014, new plans in the non-group and HHS Secretary created the Statement of 
small group market. and in some cases other plans, are subject to a Office of Consumer Information Organization. 
number of insurance reform requirements which. to the extent they and Insurance Oversight Functions and 
continue to apply beginning in 2014, will be required regardless of (OCIIO) to develop policy. rules Delegation of 
whether the plan is offered inside or outside an Exchange. The following and conduct oversight of major authority from 
insurance market reforms are immediately effective for plan years that market reforms. the Secretary to 
begin on/after September 23, 2010 and apply to group health plans OCIIO, 75 Fed. 
(issuers offering group coverage) or individual health insurance as Reg.20364 
specified.· (April 19, 2010). 

Lifetime & Lifetime dollar limits: Prohibits lifetime dollar limits for essential health Departments of Plans/policy Interim Final 
Annual Limits benefits (EHB). *All Plans. HHS/Laborffreasury (IRS) will years beginning Rule (IFR) with 
[ACA§l201 ; Annual dollar Limits: Prohibits annual dollar limits for essential health issue rules that implement the on/after comment. 75 Fed 
PHSA§2711] benefits, except allows for .. restricted" annual dollar limits prior to insurance market reforms. September 23, Reg 37188 (June 

January 1, 2014. on essential benefits and does not restrict use of annual 2010. 28, 2010) relates 
dollar limits for covered benefits that are not essential health benefits, >- HHS Secretary, and States, to Lifetime & 
unless otherwise permitted under Federal or State law. will develop an essential Annual Limits, 

*All Plans. except grandfathered individual market. benefit package to which Rescissions, 
lifetime/annual limit Patient 

Until the EHB package is developed by HHS, plans and insurers must prohibitions apply. Protection 
make a good faith efforts .. to comply with a reasonable interpretation of }- Good faith compliance until provisions. 

the term "essential health benefits'' for purposes of applying "restricted" essential health benefits are Effective August 

annual limits for plan years that begin on or before January 1, 2014. defined by HHS. 27, 2010. 

>- Annual/lifetime limits allowed for non-essential benefits and 
permits exclusion of all benefits for a condition (not consider Applicable to Immediate market IRS Notice of 

exclusion an impermissible annual/life limit. reforms: Proposed 

~ Transitional reinstatement rules for certain individuals NAIC letter to Sebelius and Rulemaking 

*The notation, in red highlight. after each provision indicates whether all plans or only certain types of health plans are affected by that provision . .. All plans" includes 
group health plans (issuers offering group coverage) or individual health insurance including grandfathered plans. It does not include self-insured plans. unless specified. 
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Issue & 
Citation 

Pre-existing 
conditions for 
child 

Requirements 

);.- IFR exempts Flexible Savings Arrangement from restrictions on 
annual limits and HSAs. MSA and HRAs not subject to 
restrictions. 

*All plans. except grandfathered individual market plans. 

Prohibition of Pre-existing Condition Exclusion for children under 19. 
Prohibits imposition of any pre-existing condition exclusion on coverage 
for a child under 19. The prohibition is effective for Plan years 

8 

Administrative Actions 
Required of HHS/Other 
Agencies/Stakeholders 

NAIC State survey of 
enforcement authority. Letter: 
http://www.naic.org/docurnents/i 
ndex health reform section Jen 
er kathleen sebelius.pdf; 
Survey: 
http://www.naic.org/documents/i 
ndex health reform section pp 
aca state enforcement authoritv 
. pdf 

Departments of 
HHS/Labor!Treasury (IRS) will 
issue rules that implement the 

Effective 
Date 

Plan/policy years 
beginning 
on/after 

Tracking 
Actions to 

Date 

(NPRM) cross
reference to 
temporary rules, 
75 Fed. Reg. 
37242 (June 28. 
2010). 

See also: IFR & 
NPRM (June 17 • 
2010) related to 
impact on 
grandfathered 
plans 
Sebelius letter to 
Governors 
regarding 
authority to 
enforce patient 
protections. 

See also, Sub
Regulatory 
Guidance 
(September 3, 
2010) for waiver 
of annual limits. 
http://www.hhs.g 
ov/ociio/regulati 
ons/patient/ oci i o 

2010-
1 20100903 508 
.odf 
IFR (June 28, 
2010). NPRM 
(June 28. 2010). 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

[ACA§l201; beginning on or after September 23, 2010 for enrollees under age 19 and insurance market reforms. September 23, Effective August 
PHSA 2704] Jan. 1. 2014 for all enrollees. 2010, except for 27, 2010. FAQs 

*All plans. including self-insured. except grandfathered individual prohibition on re pre-existing 
market plans. pre-existing for kids: 

condition hITQ ://www.hhs.g 
exclusion for ov/ociio/rcgulati 
adults (effective ons/children 19/fa 
for plan/policy ctsheet.html 
years applicable 
beginning 
on/after January 
1, 2014. 

Rescissions Rescissions/Cancellations: Prohibits group health plans (and issuers Departments of Plans/policy IFR (June 28, 
[ACA§§ 1001, offering group coverage) or individual health insurance coverage from HHS/Laborffreasury (IRS) will years beginning 2010). 
1004, 1255, rescinding coverage once the plan has been issued. Defined as issue rules that implement the on/after 
10103;Reconci cancellation or discontinuance of coverage that is retroactive. Coverage insurance market reforms. September 23. 
liation§ 2301; may be rescinded only for fraud or an intentional misrepresentation of 2010. 
PHSA § 2712) material fact, as prohibited by the terms of coverage. Permits April 23. 2010 letter from HHS 

cancelations only with prior notice to the policyholder and only as Secretary to WellPoint urging 
permitted under Public Health Service Act. immediate implementation of 
*All plans. including self-insured plans. prohibition on rescissions. 

Industry agreed. 

Patient Patient Protections: Departments of Plans/policy IFR (June 28, 
Protections ' ,.. Choice of health care grofessional: A plan that mandates HHS/Laborffreasury (IRS) will years beginning 2010). 
[ACA§§ 1001 , designation of primary care provider must allow choice of any issue rules that implement the on/after 
10101, 1004; participating primary care provider who is available, including insurance market reforms. September 23, 
PHSA§ pediatrician and access to gynecological care, and notice of the 2010. 
2719A] same. DOL model notice in IFR. 

;;... Coverage of emergency services: If a plan provides coverage 
for emergency services, plan must provide coverage without 
prior authorization, regardless of the participating status of the 
provider, and at the in-network cost sharing level. 

0 Permits balance billing for difference between 
providers' charges and amount collected from plan. 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

* All Plans (including self-funded). except grandfathered plans. 
Dependent Extension ofDe{1endent Coverage to Age 26: Requires insurance that HHS/Laborffreasury (IRS) Plan/policy years IFR with request 
Coverage provides coverage of dependent adult children to continue coverage until issued rules. beginning for comments, 
[ACA§§ 1001. child turns 26 years of age. on/after 75 Fed Reg, 
1004; * All Plans. including self-funded. Special rule for grandfathered plans HHS Secretary requested plans September 23. (May 13, 2010) .. 
Reconciliation (plan years beginning before January 14, 2014) if dependent is eligible to implement immediately rather 2010. Effective July 
§2301 ;PHSA§ for other employer-sponsored group health coverage, dependent may be than wait until required deadline 12, 2010. 
2714] excluded from grandfathered plan. in the law. NPRM by cross 

reference to 
temporary rules, 
75 Fed Reg. 
27141(May13, 
2010). 

Preventive Preventive Services: Requires that all new group and individual health HHS/Labor/IRS Plan/policy years !FR with 
Coverage plans provide coverage without cost sharing requirements, e.g., Also: USPSTF/CDC/HRSA beginning comment period, 
(ACA§ 1001; copayment. coinsurance or deductible. for specified preventive services on/after 75 Fed. Reg. 
PHSA§2713] that are evidence-based: HHS will establish a minimum September 23, 41726(July19, 

>- Those services that have a rating of A or B from US Preventive interval (not less than 1 year) 2010. 2010). Effecti vc 
Services Task Force (USPSTF). between the date on which September 1 7, , Immunizations recommended by CDC. certain recommendations or 2010. IRS , For infants, children and adolescents care and screenings provided guidelines are issued regarding a NPRM, Fed Reg 
for in comprehensive guidelines supported by HRSA. HHS is preventive service and the plan 75 Fed. Reg. 
developing these guidelines and expects to issue them no later than year for which the coverage 41787 (July 19, 
August 1, 2011. requirements become effective. 2010). 

Clarifications that affect providers: Plans may impose cost sharing in 
several circumstances, including, e.g., for office visit ifthe service is The Secretary may develop 
billed separately from an office visits or is tracked separately as guidelines to permit insurers to 
individual encounter data. or the primary purpose of the office visit is the use value-based insurance 
delivery of health care item or services unrelated to a preventive service. designs. 
The regulations permit plans to develop guidelines for coverage that use 
value-based insurance designs as part of their offering of preventive 
health services. 

>- Provider input to guideline development. 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

*All plans (including self-funded). except grandfathered plans. 
Internal & Internal and external review. Requires plans to comply specific HHS /Laborffreasury issued Plan/policy years IFR with 
External standards for the internal and external appeals. including the patient rules governing internal and on/after comment period, 
Review [ACA§ protections included in the NAICs Uniform External Review Model. external review. September 23, 75 Fed Reg. 
1001; PHSA§ 2010. 54440 (July 23, 
2719) Positive for providers because it applies to a broad category of .. adverse HHS Secretary required to 2010). Effective 

benefit determinations,' that is any denial, reduction or termination of. or update the internal appeal For plans years September 21 , 
failure to provide or make a payment for, a benefit based on certain process, currently established by beginning before 2010. 
factors, including: eligibility, non coverage; limits on covered benefits: the states for the individual July 1, 2011 , 
and determination that benefits are experimental, investigational or not market. Labor Secretary to transition period 
medically necessary or appropriate. update internal appeals process for plans/ issuers 

for the group market. that comply with 
Denial of .. urgent care claim .. must be provided within 24 hours after existing State 
receipt of claim. The IFR establishes new federal minimum consumer HHS Secretary required to external appeals 
protections for external appeals. The NAIC Model Act for external establish minimum standards for processes. 
appeals is in compliance with the IFR, subject to a transition period, as external review, consistent with 
described. the NAIC Model. NAIC Model For plan/policy 
*All plans (including self-funded) except grandfathered plan. for external review deemed in years after July 

compliance with IFR. I , 2011. State 
external review 
process must 
comply with 
minimum federal 
standards. 

Maintaining Grandfathered provisions apply to group health plans or group or HHS/Labor/IRS issued rules Plans/policies IFR with 
Existing individual health insurance in which an individual was enrolled on March regarding grandfathered plans. with individuals comment period, 
Coverage 23, 20 l 0. Allows addition offamily members without affecting enrolled on 75 Fed. Reg. 
(Grandfathered grandfathered status. Applies grandfathered plan rules separately to each March 23, 2010. 34538 (June 17. 
Plans) [ACA§§ benefit package. Grandfather status would exempt a plan from the Varying dates for 2010). 
1251. 10103; following insurance reforms: specific Generally 
Reconciliation >- Discrimination based on salary (exempts only grandfathered 

. . 
effective June provisions 

Bill § 2301 ; group health plans) 14, 2010. 
PHSA§§ 2704, >- Public disclosure of claims data 
2708, 2711 , ,. Annual reports on quality IRS NPRM, 75 
2712. 2714. >- Internal/External aooeals process Fed. Reg. 34571 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

2715,2718] , Coverage of preventive services (June 17, 2010). 
(related , Annual limits on benefits (exempts only grandfathered Comments & 
grandfathered individual market plans requests for 
plans) , Pre-existing exclusion; discrimination for health factors public hearing 

(exempts only grandfathered individual market plans) due September , Patient protections: primary care, emergency and obstetric/ 15, 2010. 
gynecologist as primary care providers. , Non-discrimination related to health status , Guaranteed Issue , Premium rate review , Adjusted Community Rating , Risk Pooling , Transitional Reinsurance Program , Cancer Clinical Trial mandate 

The following provisions apply to grandfathered plans: , Pre-existing condition prohibition (only grandfathered group 
health plans) , Excessive waiting periods (only grandfathered group health 
plans, applicable January 1, 2014) , Lifetime dollar limits/ Annual limits prohibition (only 
grandfathered group health plans) 

;,.. Rescissions prohibition , Dependent coverage , Uniform explanation of coverage & standardized definitions , Medical Loss Ratio and accompanying standards 
' Auto-Enrollment for Lar2e Emolovers ,. 

Other Data Plan Reporting requirements. All plans must submit to HHS Secretary HHS Secretary, State Insurance Plan/policy years 
Reporting from and the state insurance conunissioner, and make available to public the Commissioner will collect data. beginning 
Plans following information in plain language: claims payment policies and HHS Secretary will specify on/after 
[ACA§ 1001; practices; periodic financial disclosure; data on enrollment and additional information that must September 23, 
PHSA§ disenrollment; data on number of claims denied; data on rating practices; be submitted. 2010. 
2715A] information on cost sharing and payments with respect to out-of-network 

coverage; and other information, as determined by the HHS Secretary. 

Transoarency cives states, public and oroviders information re2ardin2 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

plan design. operations and practices. 
*All plans. 

Office of Office of Consumer Assistance/Ombudsman. The HHS Secretary will HHS Secretary has established a Effective On July 29, 
Health distribute $30 million in grants to states to establish and operate offices grant program for states. The September 2010. 2010.HHS 
Insurance of health insurance consumer assistance or health insurance ombudsman program will become an Secretary 
Consumer program to perform the following tasks: important component of the Beginning 2014, announced $29 
Assistance/ > Assist with filing of complaints and appeals Exchange operation. the program million grant 
Ombudsman 

.._ , Collect, track and quantify problems and inquires must help program. 
Program > Educate consumer on their rights and responsibilities HHS/DOL!freasury guidance resolve problems Deadline for 
(ACA§ 1002; ,. Assist consumer with enrollment in plans regarding the programs and state with premium applications. 
PHSA§ 2793] ,. Resolve problems with obtaining subsidies will decide how the offices relate credits for September 10, 

to state governmental and the Exchange 2010. 
As a condition of receiving a grant, the state must collect and report data Exchange. coverage. 
on the types of problems and inquires that are encountered by consumers. 
The data will be used to identify areas where enforcement action is States that receive grants are 
necessary and shall be shared with State insurance regulators and the required to collect and report 
Secretaries of Labor and Treasury. data re consumer problems. 

Enrollment Enrollment Standards & Protocols. The Secretary, in consultation with HHS Secretary. with the ONC No later than 180 The National 
Standards and the Office of the National Coordinator (ONC) (HIT Policy Committee (HIT Policy and Standards days of Coordinator 
Protocols and the HIT Standards Committee), is required to develop interoperable Committees), is required to enactment. appointed the 
(ACA§l561; and security standards and protocols that facilitate the electronic develop standards governing Enrollment 
PHSA§ 3021] enrollment of individual in federal and state health and human services interoperability and protocols W orkgroup of 

program. Requires standards and protocols to include: that facilitates enrollment in the HIT Policy. ,. Electronic matching against federal and state data as evidence state and federal programs. Workgroup 
for eligibility scheduled to 

> Simplication and submission of electronic documentation Enrollment and eligibility finalize 
> Reuse of stored eligibility information determinations are important standards .. Capability for individual to apply, recertify and manage components of the Exchange recommenda-, 

eligibility information online that will be important for tions by 
> Ability to expand enrollment systems to integrate new program, hospitals. September 30, 

rules and functionalities 2010. 
> Notification of eligibility, recertification and other needed States will be negotiating with 

communication; and the HHS Secretary over the use ..._ , Other functionalities need to provide these eligible with a of Exchange funding for HIT-

13 

- -,.-----

21158



Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

streamline enrollment process. related hardware and software. 

Secretary is required to award grants to eligible entities. defined as states 
and local governments that apply to develop new and adopt existing 
technology systems to implement the HIT enrollment standards. The 
Secretary may identify other entities that could qualify, but if that entity 
is awarded the grant, it will be required to share the enrollment 
technology. 

Insurance Market Reforms Effective after 2010 

A number of additional insurance market reforms applicable to group health plans (issuers offering group coverage) 
or individual health insurance become effective for plan/policy years be!!inning; after 2010 

Pre-Existing Prohibition of Pre-existing condition exclusions. Prohibits imposition of HHS/DOUfreasury will issue Plan/policy years Interim Final 
Condition for any pre-existing condition exclusion on coverage for all, including adult. rules that govern market reforms beginning Rule (IFR) with 
Adults Effective for Plan years beginning on or after Jan. 1, 2014. Effective for on/after January comment, 75 Fed 
[ACA§§ 1201, plan years beginning on/after September 23, 20 I 0, for enrollees under 1, 2014. Reg 37188 (June 
10103 (e); age 19. 28, 2010). 
PHSA§2704) *All plans. except grandfathered individual plans. 

Non- Health Status: Prohibits establishing any rule for eligibility based on the Allows HHS Secretary to Plan/policy years 
discrimination following health status-related factors of an individual or a dependent: establish open and special beginning 
[ACA §§ 1201 , health status; medical condition (including both physical and mental; enrollment period to mitigate the on/after January 
1255; 10103; claims experience; receipt of medical care; genetic information: evidence potential for adverse selection. 1, 2014. 
PHSA§ 2705) of insurability; disability; and any other health status-related factor 

determined as appropriate by the Secretary. 
* All plans. except grandfathered plans. 

Guaranteed Guaranteed Issue: Mandates the health insurance issuers accept every Plan/policy years 
issue [ACA § employer and individual in the State that applies for coverage. Permits beginning 
1201 ; PHSA§ open or special enrollment periods. Requires establishment of special on/after January 
2702) enrollment period for '·qualifying event'' (under section 603 ofERISA) 1, 2014. 

that conform to rules promulgated by the Secretary. 
*All plans, except self-funded and grandfathered plans. 

Renewability Renewabilitv: Requires health insurance issuers offering coverage in the Plan/policy years 
[ACA §§ individual or group market to renew or continue in force coverage at the beginning 
1201:1255. option of the plan sponsor or individual. on/after January 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

10103: PHSA§ *All plans. 1, 2014. 
2703) 
Waiting Waiting Periods: The waiting periods for group plans is limited to 90 Plan/policy years 
Periods [ACA days. beginning 
§§ 1201 , 1255, *All plans. on/after January 
10103; PHSA 1, 2014. 
§ 2708) 
Monitoring Premiwn increases of health insurance coverage offered through an Beginning in plans year 2010. Plan year Request for 
Premium Rate Exchange and outside of an Exchange will be monitored and reviewed by the HHS Secretary, in beginning in Information, 75 
Review the Secretary. in conjunction with the states. conjunction with the states, is 2010, program Fed. Reg. 19335 
[ACA§§ 1003. required to establish a process established. (April 14, 2010). 
1004; PHSA§ Health insurance issuers are required to submit to the Secretary and the for the annual review of 
2794] State a justification for unreasonable premium increases before the "unreasonable'' premiwn June 7, 2010, Grant 

implementation of the increase and post that information on their increases for health insurance Secretary solicitation: 
websites. coverage. solicited grant h~://www.hhs. g ,. Discussion of rate review and MLR {discussed below) may applications ov/ociio/initiativ 

stimulate discussion of whether state should enact legislation to Requires HHS Secretary to from states for e/final gremium 
authorize provider rate review. implement review program to monitoring review grant s 

award grants to states to assist prerniwn olicitation.gdf 
Federal funding. A total of$250 million in grants is available from HHS with review of ''unreasonable .. increases. 
to States to strengthen State rate review efforts. Grants will be available increases during the 5-year FAQs: 
over a five year period, beginning with March 23, 2010, and ending in period beginning FY 2010. Grants are h~://www.hhs.g 

2014. States must meet mini.mum federal rate review procedures to DHHS Secretary will issue rules available from ov/ociio/initiativ 
strengthen the insurance department's actuarial capacity. States are governing the process. NAIC HHS Secretary e/grant grogosal 
eligible for S 1 million grants during round 1. Round 2 grants from the submit comments to Secretary to States through review aa 7-1-
S250 million pool will be available in 2011 . and must report on authority. the State 2010.htrnl 

Commissioner of 
To receive a grant, a state, through its Com.missioner of Insurance, is When Exchanges are Insurance 
required to provide the Secretary with information about trends in operational, Secretary, with the beginning 2010. 
premium increases of health insurance coverage in premium rating areas States, will monitor premium Round 2 grants 
in the State; and make appropriate recommendations to the State increases offered inside and will be available 
Exchange about whether particular health insurance issuers should be outside of the Exchange. in2011. 
excluded from participation due to a pattern or practice of excessive or 
unjustified premium increases. :i-- The information on the Plan/policy years 

premium increases and beginning in 
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Grants may be used for reviewing. and if appropriate under State Jaw, justifications will be publicly 2014, the 
approving premium increases; providing information and disclosed. Secretary and 
recommendations to the Secretary; and establishing medical ):- States report on trends in States will 
reimbursement data centers at academic or other nonprofit institutions. premium increases and monitor 

recommendations to premium 
The medical reimbursement data centers are important because of its Exchange re plan increases of 
functions, data collection and public disclosure. that include: participation. health insurance 

offered both in ,. Develop fee schedules and other database tools that reflect Secretary will establish the and out of the 
market rates for medical services and the geographic differences formula for determining the Exchange. 
in the rates; amount of grants to be awarded Secretary 

' ,., Use the best statistical methods and data processing technology to states. HHS is not requiring Sebelius awards 
to develop fee schedules and other database tools; states to enact prior approval rate $46 million to , Regularly update the fee schedules and other database tools to review, and states could use states: 
reflect changes in charges for medical services; grant money to institute more h!!I1://www.hhs. g ,. Make health care cost information publicly available through oversight over premium ov/news/gress/20 
the internet; increases. 1Ogres/08/20100 

~ Regularly publish information on the statistical methods used to 816a.html 
analyze health charge data and make such data available to 
researchers and policy makers; and 

):- Adopt law to ensure that the center is independent and free from 
all conflicts of interest. 

Medical reimbursement data centers may not compel health insurance 
issuers to provide data to the center. 

States are required to account for any excessive premium growth outside 
of an Exchange (as compared to the rate of growth inside an Exchange) 
when determining whether to offer qualified health plans in the large 
group market through an Exchange. 
*All plans. except group self-funded plans and grandfathered plans. 

Medical Loss The law establishes medical loss ratio obligations (MLR) on health Requires all plans, except self- TheMLR HHS Secretary 
Ratio [ACA§§ insurance issuers, that if not met would require rebates. Beginning for funded plans, to submit to HHS provision Request for 
1001 , 1004, plan years after September 23. 2010. health insurance issuers offering Secretary a report of the incurred generally applies Information [75 
1251. 1563. group or individual health insurance coverage will be required to submit loss (or incurred claims) plus to plan years Fed. Reg. 19297 
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10101, 10103; a report to HHS related to each plan year on the MLR (the ratio of the loss adjustment expense to beginning (April 14, 
PHSA § 2718] incurred loss (or incurred claims) plus the loss adjustment expense (or earned premiums, with respect to on/after 201 O)]. 

change in contract reserves) to earned premiums). each plan year. Requires HHS September 23, 
Secretary to make MLR reports 2010. April 12, 2010 

The report is required to include the percent of total premium revenue from plans available on the HHS Lener from 
after accounting for collections or receipts for risk adjustment and risk website. By December Secretary 
corridors and payments of reinsurance. that the coverage expends on: 31,2010.NAIC Sebelius to 

will establish NAIC that 
" , Reimbursement for clinical services: MLR Standards. The Secretary. uniform accelerates the ,. Activities that improve health care quality; and in conjunction with NAIC, is definitions for timeframe for the 
' All other non-claims costs, including an explanation of the required to issue rules to enforce the activities NAlC , 

nature of the costs and excluding federal and state taxes and the requirements related to the reported, recommendation 
licensing or regulatory fees. reports and MLR and may standard from December 

provide for penalties. methods for to June L 2010. 
MLRs apply to health insurance issuers as follows: measuring the h~://www.healt 

Subject to the certification of the activities and hrefonn. f!.ov/new 
' 85% for health insurance issuers offering coverage in the large Secretary, NAIC will establish which activities sroom/naiclener. , 

group market. or a higher percent if required by a state; and uniform definitions for the improve health html. 
.... , 80% for health insurance issuers offering coverage in the small activities reported, standard care quality. 

group market or in the individual market, or a higher percent if methods for measuring the NAlC letter to 
required by a state. activities and which activities Beginning HHS on June 1, 

improve health care quality. January 1, 2011 , 201 O. regarding 
Health insurance issuers offering group or individual insurance coverage ;... By December 31 , 2010. mandates that its progress on 
that do not meet the MLRs are required to provide annual rebates to each NAIC is required to develop plans pay an developing the 
enrollee on a pro rata basis with respect to each plan year. uniform definitions of the annual rebate to rules for MLRs, 

categories of expenses and each enrollee. and asking for 
The annual rebate amount is equal to the product of the amount by which standardized methodologies additional time 
the coverage does not meet the MLR by the total amount of premium for calculating measure of Beginning on to produce its 
revenue (excluding Federal and State taxes and licensing or regulatory them January 1, 2014, final proposal. 
fees and accounting for receipts for risk adjustment, risk corridors, and .... , NAIC committees, task the calculation of 
reinsurance) for the plan year. forces and workgroup minimum MLR 

engage in the developing of will be based on 
Beginning on January L 2014, the calculation ofMLRs will be based on definitions. including form the averages of 
the averages of premiums expended on claims and the total premium to be used by plans for premiums 
revenue for each of the previous three years. reporting, expended on 
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> Expect ongoing debate over claims and the 
States are required to ensure adequate participation by health insurance activities that are included total premium 
issuers, competition in the health insurance market and value for in the definition of quality revenue for each 
consumers so that premiums are used for clinical services and quality activities. of the previous 
improvement when determining the MLRs. In this context NAIC is three years. 
working on a transition approach that could be implemented on a state- The Secretary may adjust the 
by-state basis. MLR applicable to health 

insurance issuers offering 
All hospitals must establish and make public a list of its standard charges coverage in the small group or 
for items and service, include for diagnosis-related groups. individual markets if the 
*All plans, except self-funded plans. Secretary determines that the 

application of an 80% MLR may 
destabilize the individual market 
in a state. 

Uniform Health insurance issuers offering health insurance coverage in the United The Secretary. in consultation No later than 
Explanation of States and, in the case of a self-insured group health plan, the plan with NAIC, health insurers. March 23, 2011 , 
Coverage sponsor or designated administrator of the plan, are required to provide a health care professionals, patient the Secretary 
Documents and summary of benefits and coverage explanation in accordance with the advocates and other qualified will develop 
Standardized standards developed by the Secretary. The summary must contain: individuals, will develop standards for use 
Definitions uniform definitions of insurance and medical terms standards related to the summary in compiling and 
[ACA§§lOOl, > A description of coverage and cost sharing for each category of of benefits and coverage. providing a 
1004. 1251, essential health benefits and other benefits ,. HHS Secretary required to summary of 
10103: > Exception, reductions and limitations on coverage consult with NAIC and benefits and 
PHSA§2715] ,. Renewability and continuation of coverage provisions working group of interested coverage 

>- A "coverage facts label" that illustrates coverage under common stakeholders, consumers, explanation. 
benefits scenarios plans, providers) 

> A statement of whether it provides minimum essential coverage ;... NAIC will submit to By March 23, 
with an actuarial value of at least 60% that meets requirements Secretary by March 2011, 2012, health 
of the individual mandate effective March 20 12. insurance issuers ,. A statement that the outline is a summary and that the actual ,. Provider input is important to offering health 
policy language should be consulted ensure that the definitions of insurance 

> A contact number for the consumer to call with additional medical terms, e.g., coverage and, in 
questions and the web address of where the actual policy rehabilitation or inpatient the case of self-
language can be found hospitals are accurate. insured group 

plans, plan 
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The Jaw expressly preempts any state summary of benefits and coverage The Secretary is required to sponsors or 
disclosure requirements that provide Jess information to consumers. periodically review and update designated plan 

the standards developed. administrators, 
The information must be provided to the following: will be required 

The Secretary will promulgate to provide a 
"" , Applicants at the time of application, regulations providing for the summary of 
;.. Enrollees at the time of enrollment or reenrollment and development of standards for the benefits and 
:;.. Policyholders or certificate holders at the time of issuance of the definitions of insurance-related coverage 

policy or delivery of the certificate terms and medical terms used in explanation to 
health insurance coverage. applicants, 

The standards will include requirements related to appearance, language enrollees and 

and contents. policyholders or 

A group health plan or health insurance issuer is required to provide certificate 

notice of material modifications to the terms of a plan or coverage that holders. 

are not reflected in the most recently provided summary of benefits and 
coverage at least 60 days before the date on which the modification will 
become effective. 
*All plans. 

Adjusted The law requires adjusted community rating and limits premium HHS Secretary, in consultation Plan years 
Community variation for group and individual health insurance to the following with NAIC, is required to define beginning 
Rating factors: Family structure; rating areas; age (not more than 3 to 1 ); and age band for rating purposes. on/after January 
[ACA§§ 1201, tobacco use (not more than 1.5 to 1 ). Prohibits use of any factor (s) not NAIC will assist Secretary; may 1, 2014. 
1255, 10103; specifically identified. develop models for States. 
PHSA§ 2701] 

States are required to define the rating areas, subject to HHS Secretary States are required to establish 
review for adequacy. HHS Secretary and NAIC will establish standard the rating areas, subject to HHS 
age bands. Secretary review of the rating 

areas for adequacy. 
Family coverage, rating variations for age and tobacco use shall be 
applied based on the portion of the premium that is attributable to each 
family member covered under the plan 

*All plans. except self-funded and grandfathered plans. 
Assessment of The Secretary, in consultation with stakeholders including health The HHS Secretary is required By September 
Health Plan insurance issuers. health care consumers. employers. health care to submit a report to Congress 23. 201 L 
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Value [ACA§ providers and other entities identified by the Secretary. will develop a on the method developed to Secretary will 
10329] method to measure health plan value measure health plan value. submit Report to 

Congress. 
The method to measure health plan value must consider: 

;,. Overall cost to enrollees under the plan; 
;,. Quality of care provided for under the plan: 
> Efficiency of the plan in providing care: 
' Relative risk of the plan·s enrollees as compared to other plans; ,. 
> The actuarial value or other comparative measure of the benefits 

covered under the plan; and . , ,. Other factors the Secretarv determines are relevant . 
Quality Plans must submit annual reports to HHS Secretary regarding benefits HHS Secretary in consultation By March 23, 
Reporting under the health plans that inform the Secretary of the following: with experts in health care 2012 
[ACA §1001; ~ Improve health outcomes through activities such as quality quality and stakeholders will 
PHSA §2717] reporting, case management, care coordination, chronic disease develop guidance. 

management 
" ,. Implement activities to prevent hospital readmission HHS Secretary will make reports 
> Implement activities to improve patient safety and reduce available to public through Web 

medical errors Portal. See discussion on 19-20. 
' Implement wellness and health promotion activities ,. 

The Plans will be tracking the impact of benefit design on health 
outcomes and impact on readmissions and patient safety. 
* All plans. except grandfathered plans. 

Transition to Exchange 
Temporary HHS Secretary will establish a temporary high risk health insurance pool The Secretary is required to The temporary IFR with 
High Risk Pool program, also known as the "Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, .. establish criteria for determining Pre-Ex Plan comment period 
Program, ''Pre- (Pre-Ex Plan) to provide health insurance coverage for eligible whether health insurance issuers program published 75 Fed 
Existing individuals until January 1, 2014. There is $5 billion to fund pools and employment-based health established Reg 45014 (July 
Condition through 2013. plans have discouraged within 90 days of 30, 2010. 
Insurance individuals from remaining enactment, and Regulations 
Plan" The Secretary may carry out the program directly or through contracts to enrolled in prior coverage based generally will effective July 30. 
Program'' eligible entities. on the individuals' health status. end on January 2010. 
[ACA§ 1101] 1, 2014. h~://edocket.ac 

Maintenance of Effort. As a condition of the contract. a State must agree The Secretarv will issue cess. 1mo. gov/201 
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that it will not reduce the amount it spends annually for the operation of guidance regarding pre-existing O/gdf/2010-
one or more State high risk pools during the year preceding the year in conditions that qualify an 18691.gdf 
which it enters into the contract. individual for participation in a Regulations were 

Pre-Ex Plan. announced July 
A qualified high risk pool must satisfy the following criteria: 30, 2010, 

For the states that have requested regarding the 
' , Have no preexisting condition exclusions; that the federal government run Pre-Ex Plan ,. Cover at least 65 percent of total allowed costs; their Pre-Ex Plan., the program program. 
~ Have an out of pocket limit not more than the limit for high will be operated by HHS in hro2://www.ofr.!! 

deductible health plans; conjunction with the Office of ov/OFRUgload/ ,. Use adjusted community rating with a maximum variation for Personnel Management (OPM) OFRData/2010-
age of 4:1 ; and the USDA's National 18691 PI.gdf; ,. Have premiwns established at a standard rate for a standard Finance Center. HHS has White House 
population; and contracted with the Government blog re IFR 

:;... Meets other requirements established by the Secretary. Employees Health Association hro2://www. whit 
(GEHA) to administer the Pre- ehouse.gov/blog/ 

Eligible individuals for the purpose of the temporary Pre-Ex Plan Ex Plan. GEHA is a long-time 2010/07 /29/insur 
program include individuals: insurer for federal employee ance-americans-

health care. with-gre-,. Who are citizens, nationals or lawfully present in the United existing-
States; The Secretary is required to conditions 

> Who have not been covered under creditable coverage during establish an appeals process for 
the 6-month period before the date on which the individual is individuals to appeal a April 2. 2010 
applying for coverage through the high risk pool: and determination under a high risk Lener to ,. Who have a pre-existing condition, as determined under pool program as well as Governors and 
guidance issued by the Secretary. procedures to prevent against Insurance 

waste, fraud and abuse. Commissioners 
Penalties: Issuers or employment-based health plans will be required to regarding 
reimburse the program for medical expenses incurred by a Pre-Ex Plan interest in 
program for an individual who the Secretary finds was encouraged to participating in 
disenroll from health benefits coverage before enrolling in coverage the temporary 
through Pre-Ex Plan program based on factors including at least the Pre-Ex Plan 
following: program. 

~ For prior coverage offered through an employer. the provision hro2://www.hhs.g 
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of financial consideration for disenrollment by the employer. ov/ncws/Qress/20 
group health plan or the issuer. 1OQres/04/20l00 

:;;:. For prior coverage obtained directly from an issuer or under an 402b.html 
employment-based health plan, ( 1) the provision of financial 
consideration for discnrollment by the issuer. or (2) in the case Primary contact 
of an individual whose premium for the prior coverage exceeded was required to 
the premium required by the program, the prior coverage is no be submitted to 
longer being actively marketed by the issuer or the prior CMS by April 9, 
coverage is a policy for which duration of coverage from issue 2010. 
or health status are factors that can be considered when 
determining premiums at renewal. Letter of intent 

to submit an 
Coverage of eligible individuals under a Pre-Ex Plan in a state will application to 
terminate on January L 2014, except that coverage may continue if the contract with 
Secretary determines that it is necessary to avoid a lapse in coverage. HHS to operate a 

Pre-Ex Plan 
program was 
required to be 
submitted by 
April 30, 2010. 
hffi1://www.hhs.g 
ov/ociio/initiativ 
e/hi risk QOOl f 
acts.html 

Temporary TemQorarv Reinsurance Qrogram for Earlv Retirees. HHS Secretary HHS Secretary has developed Effective June 1, IFR published 75 
Reinsurance shall establish a temporary reinsurance program to reimburse guidance materials and 2010; HHS Fed Reg. 24450 
Program for employment-based plans for 80% of costs incurred by early retirees over application forms for the accepting (May 5, 2010). 
Early Retirees the age of55. but not eligible for Medicare, between $15,000 and program. applications for Effective June 1. 
[[ACA§ 1102] $90.000 annually. Payment under the program must be used to lower funding on June 2010. 

costs of the plan. 29, 2010. On June 29, 
2010, the HHS 

HHS has $5 billion to fund the program. The program is being published the 
implemented and employers are filing applications to participate. There official ERRP 
is an issue whether the SS billion will be sufficient to permit all Program 
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employers who qualify to participate. Application, 
*All Plans. including group self-funded and grandfathered plans. official ERRP 

Application 
Insnuctions, and 
Application 
Submission Dos 
and Don·ts. 
h~://www.hhs.g 
ov/ociio/rcgulati 
ons/e!m/index.ht 
ml. 

Risk Pool Risk Pooling AQ11licable to Individual and Small GrouQ Markets A State bas flexibility to merge Effective 
[ACA§ 1312] Individual Market Pool. Insurers are required to pool the risk of all the individual and small group January 1, 2014. 

enrollees in all plans (except for grandfathered health plans) offered in insurance markets. 
the individual market, regardless of whether enrollees enroll in the plans 
through an Exchange. 
* All plans. except grandfathered plans. 

Small/Group Market Pool. Insurers are required to pool the risk of all 
enrollees in all plans (except for grandfathered health plans) offered in 
the small group market, regardless of whether enrollees enroll in the 
plans through an Exchange. 
*All plans. except self-funded small group. grandfathered and large 
group plans. 
A state may not require grandfathered health plans to be included in a 
pooled individual market or small group market. 

Risk Transitional Risk Corridor Pavment Adjustment Program. The law The Secretary, in consultation Applicable to 
Management requires the HHS Secretary to establish a risk corridor payment with states. will establish and •·qualified health 
Programs: adjustment program for .. qualified health plans·' in the individual or small administer a risk-corridor plans·' in CYs 
Risk Corridor group market for Calendar Years (CY) 2014, 2015, and 2016. The program for qualified heath 2014, 2015 and 
Program program is intended to adjust payments in those markets among plans plans offered in the individual 2016 only. 
[ACA§ 1342]: based on a ratio of the plan's costs to the plan' s aggregate premiums. and small group markets in 
Risk The program is modeled on risk corridors under Medicare Part D for 2014, 2015 and 2016. The 
Adjustment re!!ional Preferred Provider Organizations (PPOs). Secretarv is required to pay to 
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[ACA§l343] the plans the following: 
Payments will be based on allowable costs and the target amount. ;.... An amount equal to 50% of 

> Allowable costs are the total costs (other than administrative the target amount in excess 
costs) of the plan in providing benefits covered by the plan. of 103% of the target 
Allowable costs are reduced by any risk adjustment and amount if a participating 
reinsurance payments received. plan' s allowable costs for 

> The target amount is an amount equal to the total premiums any plan year are more than 
(including any premium subsidies under any governmental 103 %, but not more than 
program), reduced by the administrative costs of the plan. 108% of the target amount. 

> An amount equal to the sum 
Participating plans must pay the Secretary the following: of2.5% of the target amount 

);:- An amount equal to 50% of the excess of97% of the target plus 80% of allowable costs 
amount over the allowable costs if the plan's allowable costs for in excess of 108% of the 
any plan year are less than 97% but not less than 92% of the target amount if a 
target amount. participating plan· s 

);:.>- An amount equal to the sum of2.5% of the target amount plus allowable costs for any plan 
80% of the excess of92% of the target amount over the year are more than I 08% of 
allowable costs ifthe plan·s allowable costs for any plan year the target amount. 
are less than 92% of the target amount. 

*All plans, except self-funded in small group market and grandfathered 
plans. 
Risk Adjustment Program. The Secretary, in consultation with NAIC, is HHS, in consultation with the 
required to establish criteria and methodology to carry out a risk states. will develop the criteria No specific 
adjustment process. States will be required to impose a charge on health and methods to be used in effective date, 
plans and health insurance issuers, not limited to plans in the Exchange, implementing the risk but considered 
ifthe actuarial risk of the enrollees of those plans or coverage for a year adjustment program. effective on 
is less than the average actuarial risk of all enrollees in all plans or );:- Similar to methods and March 23, 2010. 
coverage in the state for the year. criteria used in the Medicare 

Choice Program and 
The state is required to pay plans in the individual and small group Prescription Drug Benefit 
markets if the actuarial risk of the enrollees of such plans or coverage for Program. 
a year is greater than the average actuarial risk of all enrollees in all plans 
and coverage in the state for the year that are not self-insured group Amounts paid under this 
health plans. program will be reduced by any 

amounts paid under the State's 
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The risk adjustment assessment and payments are limited to health plans reinsurance program. 
or health insurance issuers providing coverage in the individual or small 
group market with respect to that plan. 
*All plans. except self-funded in large group market and grandfathered 
plans. 

Transitional Transitional State Reinsurance Program. Beginning January 1, 2014, The Secretary, in consultation No later than 
State when the Pre-Ex Plan program phases out, states are required to adopt a with NAIC, and with January 1. 2014. 
Reinsurance reinsurance program and establish (or contract with at least one recommendations from the states are 
Program for reinsurance entity to carry out) the program in compliance with the American Academy of Actuaries required to adopt 
Individual regulations established by the Secretary. States must adopt state law or (AAA), is required to establish a reinsurance 
Market[ A CA§ regulations for the reinsurance program. Federal standards governing the program and 
1341] transitional reinsurance program. establish (or 

A reinsurance entity is a not-for-profit tax exempt organization that helps The standards will include a contract with) at 
stabilize premiums for coverage in the individual market in a State during method to identify high risk least one 
the first three years of operation of an Exchange by carrying out a individuals; formula for applicable 
reinsurance program. determining the amount of reinsurance 

payments to insurers that insure entity. 
As a condition of issuing commercial, major medical health insurance high-risk individuals; method for 
policies or administering benefit plans in years 2014- 2016, all health determining the level of Effective for 
insurance plans must contribute to the reinsurance program for individual contribution from each insurer plan years 
policies. The contributions of insurers and group health plans may be and group health plan; and beginning in 
required to be paid in advance or periodically, and the method for method for distributing funds. 2014 through 
determining the amount of the required contributions of insurers and 2016. insurers 
group health plans may be based on the percentage of revenue of each HHS Secretary shall establish and third party 
issuer and for self-insured plans, the total costs of providing benefits to criteria and methods for these administrators, 
enrollees; or on a specified amount per enrollee. risk adjustment activities, which on behalf of 

may be similar to those for group health 
Contribution requirements applicable to insurers and group health plans Medicare Advantage plans and plans, will be 
must proportionally reflect each insurer's fully insured commercial book Prescription Drug Plans. required to make 
of business for all major medical products as well as the total value of all payments to the 
fees charged by the issuer and the costs of coverage administered by the reinsurance 
issuer as a third party administrator. entities . ... ,,. For 2014, the aggregate contribution for all states must equal 

$10 billion, plus an additional S2 billion reflecting a 
proportionate additional contribution from each issuer. 
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>- For 2015, the aggregate contribution for all states must equal $6 
billion plus an additional $2 billion reflecting a proportionate 
additional contribution from each issuer. , For 2016, the aggregate contribution for all states must equal $4 
billion plus an additional SI billion reflecting a proportionate 
additional contribution from each issuer. 

The payments collected by the reinsurance entity will be used to make 
reinsurance payments to insurers that cover high-risk individuals in the 
individual market during the three-year period beginning on January I, 
2014. Grandfathered individual plans are eligible to receive payments. 

Amounts remaining unspent as of December 2016 may be used to make 
reinsurance payments under any reinsurance program of a state in the 
individual market in effect in the 2-year period beginning on January 1, 
2017. 

A state may have more than one reinsurance entity to carry out the 
reinsurance program within the state. Two or more states have the option 
of entering into agreements for a reinsurance entity to carry out a 
reinsurance program in all of the participating states. 
*All plans in individual market. except grandfathered plans. 

Web Portal for The HHS Secretary will establish a mechanism, including a website, The HHS Secretary may On July 1, 2010, IFR with 
Health through which individuals and small businesses can identify affordable establish the website directly or the Secretary comment period 
Coverage health insurance coverage options in a state. Internet Portal lays the through contracts with qualified (with the states) were issued, 7 5 
Information foundation for the Exchange. entities. The Secretary will issue implemented the Fed Reg. 24470 
[ACA§§ 1103, further guidance regarding Web Portal. (May 5, 2010). 
1105, 10102] The website will provide at least the following health insurance coverage submission regarding Initially, the 

information: performance ratings, MLR, Web Portal Fact Sheet: ,.. Health insurance coverage; appeals. etc. provides htm://www.hhs.g 
.... ,, Medicaid coverage; summary ov/ociio/gatherin 
:r Coverage under the state's Children ·s Health Insurance The Secretary, in consultation information g:info/factsheet. ht 

Program; with the states, will develop a regarding plans. ml; 
>- Coverage under a State health benefits high risk pool; standardized format to be used htm://www.hhs.g 
:r Medicare for the presentation of Within 60 days ov/ociio/!l"atherin 
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> Coverage within the small group market; including reinsurance information related to the of the date of ginfo/index.htrnJ 
for early retirees, tax credits and other information for small coverage options. enactment. the 
businesses regarding affordable health care options. Secretary will 

The Web Portal is being develop a 
The standard format to be used to present information related to the implemented in three phases. standardized 
coverage options will be consistent with the standards adopted for the Phase 1-Issuers required to format to be used 
uniform explanation of coverage and will include at least: submit no later than May 21 •~ for the 

information for individual & presentation of 

> Percentage of total premium expended on nonclinical costs; small group markets. Phase 2 information 

>- Eligibility; (October I. 2010) issuers related to the 
' Availability; required to submit no later than coverage ,.. 
> Premium rates: and September 3rd pricing and options. 

> Cost-sharing. benefit information; Phase 3 
(ongoing) reporting obligation 

*All plans. except grandfathered plans. continue on an annual basis and 
within 30 days for plan 
changes/new products. 

Application of The HHS Secretary is required to develop operating rules for electronic HHS Secretary will adopt Rules adopted by 
Administrative exchange of health information. transaction standards for electronic funds standards and operating rules. July 1, 2011 will 
Simplification transfers and requirements for financial and administrative transactions. NCVHS will review operating become effective 
to State The standards will be consensus-based and reflect business rules rules developed by the nonprofit January 1, 2013 
Programs affecting health plans and health care providers and the manner in which entity and make 

[ACA 1104, they operate pursuant to standards issued under the Health Insurance recommendations to HHS Deadlines for the 

1105, Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIP AA). Secretary. adoption and 
implementation of 

10109; SSA 
Secretary is required to solicit input before January 1, 2012 regarding (1) HHS Secretary required to issue various operating 

1171] rules: 
whether standards and operating rules that are adopted apply to the health final rule establishing a unique - Eligibility 
care transactions associated with workers' compensation and other health plan identifier based on verification & 
program and (2) could standardized forms apply to financial audits NCVHS that must be effective claims status: 
required by health plans, federal and state agencies, including state October 1, 2012. adopted by July 1. 
auditors, the Office of the Inspector General and the Center for Medicare 2011 and effective 
and Medicaid Services and other relevant entities. Secretary required to establish January I. 2013 

standard for electronic fund - Claims 

Penalties for noncompliance: Health plans required to comply with transfer that must be adopted no remittance, 

HIPAA operating rules adopted by Secretary by April 1, 2014, or penalty later than January 1, 2012 and payment and 
electronic funds 
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can be applied: $1 per covered life until certification is complete; not to effective by January I. 2014. transfer: adopted 
exceed $20 per covered life (not to exceed $40 per covered life, if the by July I. 2012 
plan knowingly provided inaccurate or incomplete inform). Secretary required to establish effective by 

transaction standard for health January 1. 2014; 

At least every three years, the Secretary is required to solicit input from claims attachments that must be - Other operating 

entities. including the National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics, final by January 1, 2013 and rules, including 

the Health Information Technology Policy Committee and the Health effective by January I. 2016. 
health claims or equi 
information. 

Information Technology Standards Committee, and other standard setting enrollment and dis-
organizations and stakeholders, on uniformity in financial and enrollment in health 
administrative activities and whether such activities should be considered plans. health plans 
financial and administrative transactions for which the adoption of premium payments 
standards and operating rules would improve the operation of the health and referral 
care system and reduce administrative error. certification and 

authorization: 
adopted by July 1. 
2014 and effective 
by January I. 20 I 6. 

The Exchange 
Exchange Overview: States are required to establish health insurance exchanges, HHS Secretary, in consultation Exchanges must Request for 

including American Health Benefit Exchange ("Exchanges"') for the with NAIC. is required to be operational by Comments-re 
[§§ 1311, individual market and Small Business Health Options Program promulgate rules setting standard January L 2014. Exchange-
1304, 1321] Exchanges ("'SHOP Exchange"') for the small employer market that will related to Exchanges, qualified issues, 75 Fed Reg 

make available qualified health plans to individuals and employers who health plans, reinsurance and State notification 48544 (August 3, 
are qualified to purchase through the Exchange(s). risk adjustment programs and to HHS 2010). Comments 

other requirements. Exchange regarding due October 4, 
);- Exchange(s) must to be operational by January 1, 2014. may establish additional establishment of 2010. 
);- If the state chooses not to establish an Exchange the federal requirements. See discussion Exchange by h!!J2://www.hhs.11:0v/ 

government will operate one. below January. 1, 2013 . news/oress/201 On res 

>- State has the option to combine the two Exchanges into one );- HHS must provide technical If not 107/20100729a.html 

Exchange. assistance to States to implemented, : Request for 

facilitate small business HHS Secretary Information 

Funding Onnortunitv for the State: Beginning in 2011 , grants are participation in SHOP will h!!J2://www.hhs.gov/ 
ociio/initiative/exch 

available from HHS to States to defray some of the costs associated with Exchanges. establish/ operate ange fag.html. 
establishing the Exchanges. Those funds may be awarded from March );- Opportunities to states, Exchange. 

consumers, providers, health 
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2010 through-January 1, 2015. plans and other stakeholders Federal grants 
to engage in the discussion available to 

y NAIC, State Insurance Commissioners are heavily involved in of the nature and functions states within one 
securing funding for Exchange planning and startup activities. and operations of the year of 

y States are negotiating with HHS over the amount and use of exchange. enactment 
funds for planning and start-up. Several grant cycles are [2011] and may 
contemplated. HHS is authorized to make be renewed prior 

y By January 1, 2015, the Exchange must be financially self- renewable grants to States to to 2015 if State 
sustaining. help pay costs associated with demonstrates 

y Exchanges will look for ways to finance its operations and establishing Exchanges. progress in 
support its functions, e.g. States are required to allow meeting 
Exchanges to charge assessments or user fees to insurers. Short timefrarne for Exchange: Exchange 
0 The Exchange is required to publish certain costs and y 2010-201J, State applies for requirements. 

payments and may try to impose reporting requirements on grants to planning and 
providers and health systems development activities. No federal 

0 Providers are required to report charges y By 2012, State must test its grants to States 
Exchange model after January 1, 

Administration: Exchange can be operated by either a governmental y By 2013, HHS determines 2015. 
agency, quasi governmental or a nonprofit entity established by the State whether State will be able to No payments for 

meet the Exchange criteria operational costs 
y Special legislation may be required. by 2014. after start-up 
y The state may permit an Exchange to contract with an entity to y 2014, Exchange must be completed. 

carry out certain responsibilities of the Exchange. operational. Must be self-
sustaining by 

Functions of the Exchange are determined by the State based on January 1, 2015. 

minimum standards established by ACA, and after consultation with Implementation 

stakeholders. These functions include at a minimum the following: 
See discussion of QHP on pages 

January 1, 2014. 

y Certify, recertify and decertify health plans as Qualified Health 36-37. By January 1, 

Plans (QHP). Secretary will development system to rate 2013, ifthe HHS 

qualified health plans offered through an Exchange in each Secretary 

benefit level based on quality and price. determines that a 
y Toll-free hotline to respond to assistance requests See discussion of Web Portal on State will not 
y Maintain an Internet website for enrollees and prospective page 27. meet Exchange 

enrollees to compare information regarding qualified health criteria, HHS 
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plans will establish and ,.. Assign a rating to each qualified health plan offered through the operate an 
Exchange. Secretary will develop a system to rate QHPs Exchange in the 
offered through the Exchange based on quality and price. State. 

;.. Use standardized format for presenting health benefit plan See discussion of Standards and 
options in the Exchange Definitions on pages 18-19. NAIC to submit 

;.. Establish and make available by electronic means a calculator to to Secretary by 
determine the actual cost of coverage after the application of March 2011, 
any premium tax credit under !RC and any applicable cost- effective for 
sharing plans beginning 

;.. Grant certifications regarding exemptions from the individual March2012. 
responsibility requirement or penalty; 

;.. Transfer information to the Department of Treasury on issued 
certifications related to exemptions from the individual 
responsibility requirement or penalty, employees eligible for the 
premium tax credit, and individuals that have changed 
employers or have ceased coverage under a qualified health plan 
during the year; See discussion of Navigator 

;.. Provide employers with information on employees eligible for program on pages 37-38. 
the premium tax credit who cease coverage under a qualified 
health plan during the plan year; and 

;.. Establish a Navigator program based on standards developed by 
HHS Secretary, in collaboration with the States. 

HHS Secretary required to issue 
Essential Health Benefits IEHBl. Plan offerings through the Exchange rules that define EHB (using 
will be based on the EHB) that are defined by the HHS Secretary, based criteria in the law). Secretary 
on a list of services in the law. States may expand the list of essential must ensure that the scope of 
health benefits; however, the States will be responsible for paying the EHB is equal to typical 
cost of those additional health benefits. employer coverage, as 

;.. Cost sharing limits include limits on deductibles, coinsurance, determined in conjunction with 
copayment, similar charges and other expenditures required of the Labor Secretary based on a 
an insured individual for expenses that are qualified medical survey. CMS Chief Actuary 
expenses. Cost sharing does not include premiums, balance must certify that the standard is 
billing amounts for non-network providers or spending for non- met. HHS' report (including 
covered services. Actuarvcertification)to 
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)> Coverage Levels based on cost-sharing: Bronze (60% of full Congress that EHBP meets the 

actuarial; value of benefits provided under the plan); Silver level standard. See discussion of 
(70% of full actuarial value); Gold level (80% of full actuarial EHB on pages 33-35. 
value); and Platinum level (90% of full actuarial value). 

HHS Secretary, in consultation Quality: 
Qualitv Improvement Programs: Qualified health plans are required to with stakeholders/experts in Beginning on 
implement a payment structure that provides increased reimbursement or health care quality, will develop January I, 2015, 
incentives for quality improvement activities. QHPs are required to guidelines for the payment QHPmayonly 
periodically report activities taken to implement the payment structure to structure. HHS Secretary may contract with 
the Exchange. issue rules that (1) change the hospitals that 

)> Beginning January 1, 2015, unless an exception is number of beds that trigger the have patient 
authorized, a QHP may only contract with: ( 1) a patient evaluation system safety & quality 
hospital with more than 50 beds ifthe hospital uses a requirement for hospitals; (2) improvement 
patient safety evaluation system and implements a require health care providers to programs 
mechanism ensuring that each patient receives a implement quality improvement required by the 
comprehensive program for hospital discharge or (2) a mechanisms; or (3) establish Secretary. 
health care provider ifthe provider implements exception to the requirements 
mechanisms required by the Secretary improve health related to hospitals and health 
care quality. providers. 

)> Opportunity for hospitals to assist in development of 
guidelines for quality improvement, exceptions and bed 
size that qualifies for an exception. 

HHS Secretary and HIT Policy By September 
Information Technology/Enrollment: States must develop a secure, and Standards Committees 2010, Secretary 
electronic interface that allows for the Exchange of information to charged with developing develops 
determine a consumer's eligibility for public program coverage, tax standards. Secretary shall award standards and 
credits, and other subsidies grants to develop new or adopt protocols for 

)> Coordination between enrollment in Exchange and existing technologies. enrollment. 
other State funded health programs, e.g., Medicaid, NAIC to submit criteria for 
CHIP. Exchange may contract with Medicaid for uniform enrollment form to be 
enrollment, eligibility and how to coordinate with used in Exchanges. 
OHPs in Exchange. 
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>- Whether there are federal funds to enhance and support 
existing Medicaid MIS system 

>- Provider input in the development impact of State 
information systems and enrollment/coverage and Consumer 
subsidies. Direct appropriation to HHS for Grants are Assistance & 

Offices of Consumer Assistance or Ombudsman: State may pursue $30 million in grants to states for available until Ombudsman. 
Federal funding to establish, expand, or provide support for offices of first fiscal year. See discussion expended. Grants available tc 
health insurance consumer assistance or ombudsman programs and, as a of Consumer Assistance on page states announced 
condition for receiving the grant, imposes reporting and data collection 13. July 29. 2010. 
requirements. There is $30 million in grants for the first fiscal year. 

See separate discussion of Risk 
Risk Management Mechanism: Establish a risk adjustment mechanism Management Program, Risk 
to assess issuers whose actuarial risk for a year is less than the average Pooling and Reinsurance 
actuarial risk of all enrollees in the State and pay issuers whose actuarial Program on pages 24-25. 
risk for a year is greater than average. 

NAIC to consult on definition of 
Adjusted Community Rating. Law requires states to adopt adjusted age bands and rating areas. 
community rating and limits premium variation for group and individual NAIC to provide assistance to 
health insurance. Secretary and models for States. 

See discussion on pages 19-20. 

State Decisions Regarding Exchange: 
>- Whether to establish an Exchange 
>- Whether Exchange is nonprofit or state agency. 
>- Will it include both individual and small employers (I 00 or State may elect to provide only Before January 

fewer employees) one Exchange for both 1, 2016, State 
>- What is the role/function of the Exchange? Exchange and SHOP Exchange may change 

0 Interaction and relationship to other state agencies, e.g., services to both individuals and classification of 
Medicaid for purposes of enrollment, eligibility, qualified small employers. employers. 
income? 

0 Whether can/will contract with state agencies/outside States are permitted to establish 
vendors for specific functions subsidiary Exchanges if each 

0 Additional functions for the Exchange, e.g., consumer- Exchange serves a 
focused, purchaser of health services, etc. geographically distinct area and 

y What are reiruiations inside and outside Exchange? each area meets a minimum 
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>- Whether to mandate additional benefits. size requirement. 
>- Whether to establish multistate Exchange. 

0 State are permitted to operate in multiple states if 
permitted by state law, and approved by the Secretary. 

>- Whether to establish subsidiary Exchanges. 
>- Whether to merge Exchanges (individual & small employer) 
~ Whether to change classification of employers. 

0 For plan years beginning before January 1, 2016, a 
State may elect to classify employers with at least 51 
employees as large employers and employers with no 
more than 50 employees as small employers. See Waiver discussion on pages 

>- Whether to seek waiver from Exchange requirements on or after 43-44. 
January 2017. 

Exchange: All qualified health benefits plans offered in the Exchanges will be HHS Secretary is required to use 
Essential required to provide coverage that meets or exceeds the standards of an a notice/comment process to 
Health Benefit essential health benefits package (EHB). Requirements of an essential define the EHB package (EHB ), 
Package benefits package include the minimum benefits, limits for cost-sharing using the criteria in the law. 
[ACA1302, and levels of coverage. >- NAIC will consult with 
1311, 10104] At a minimum, an essential benefits package must provide coverage for HHS. 

the following categories of services: 
HHS Secretary will issue rules 

>- Ambulatory patient services; regarding the actuarial value & 
>- Emergency services~ level of coverage of plans. 
>- Hospitalization; Secretary must consider 
>- Maternity and newborn care; employer contributions to health 
>- Mental health and substance use disorder services; savings accounts and ensure that 
>- Prescription drugs; the scope of benefits offered in 
>- Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices; an EHB package is equivalent to 
>- Laboratory services; the scope of benefits provided 
>- Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease under a typical employer plan. 

management; and 
>- Pediatric services, including oral and vision care. The CMS Chief Actuary must 

certify that the standard is met, 
Cost-sharin~ limits include: limits on deductibles, coinsurance, and HHS is reauired to reoort to 

33 
21178



Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

copayments, similar charges, and other expenditures with respect to Congress. 
covered essential health benefits required of an insured individual for 
expenses that are qualified medical expenses. However, cost-sharing The Labor Secretary will 
does not include premiums, balance billing amounts for non-network conduct a survey of employer-
providers or spending for non-covered services. sponsored coverage to determine 

the typical benefits covered by 
Coverage must fall into one of four benefit levels that are defined based employers. 
on cost sharing: 

The HHS Secretary is required ,,. Bronze level plan- Coverage that provides benefits that are to develop guidelines to provide 
actuarially equivalent to 60% of the full actuarial value of the for a de minimis variation in 
benefits provided under the plan. actuarial valuations used in ,,. Silver level plan- Coverage that is designed to provide benefits determining the level of 
that are actuarially equivalent to 70% of the full actuarial value coverage of a plan. 
of the benefits provided under the plan. ,,. Gold level plan - Coverage that provides benefits that are 
actuarially equivalent to 80% of the full actuarial value of the 
benefits provided under the plan. ,,. Platinum level plan - Coverage provides benefits that are 
actuarially equivalent to 90% of the full actuarial value of the 
benefits provided under the plan ,,. In addition, health plans offering coverage through an exchange 
must offer a child-only policy (under 21) and may offer a 
catastrophic only policy to young adults under 30. 

0 Plans that offer catastrophic coverage will be exempt 
from the general rule related to the level of coverage 
that must be provided. 

0 These plans may only be offered in the individual 
market and enrollment is restricted to Individuals under 
the age of 30; or Individuals exempt from the 
requirement to maintain minimum coverage. 

Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC). !fa plan enrollee receives 
services or items from an FQHC, the entity providing the plan must pay 
the FQHC at a minimum the amount it would have received from 
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Medicare or Medicaid for providing the item or service. 

EHB are the minimum standards. States must contract with private 
insurers to provide at least the essential benefits package required by the 
law. States may require that qualified health plans offer benefits in 
addition to the essential health benefits, but must defray the cost of any 
additional benefits. 

Mental health parity applies to qualified health plans. With regard to 
clinical trials. the law prohibits the denial, limitation of, or the imposition 
of additional conditions on coverage for routine patient costs for items 
and services furnished in an approved clinical trials. An approved 
clinical trial includes Phase I, II, Ill , and IV trials. 
Clarifies that the mandate coverage does not include: coverage for the 
investigational item, device or service: items and services provided solely 
for data collection and analysis; and/or a service that is inconsistent with 
widely established standards of care. 
*All plans. except grandfathered plans. 

Exchange: A qualified health plan (QHP) includes a plan that is certified, provides The HHS Secretary will issue Executive Order 
Qualified the essential health benefits package, and is offered by a health insurance rules establishing criteria for the 13535 regarding 
Health Plans issuer that: certification of health plans as abortion, 75 Fed 
[ACA §§1301, QHPs. Reg 15599 

1303, 10104] 
.,.. 

Is licensed and in good standing to offer health insurance (March 29, ,. 
coverage in the State; The Secretaries of HHS and 2010). 

.._ 
Agrees to offer at least one qualified health plan in the silver Labor are required to develop ,. 
level and at least one plan in the gold level in the Exchange; and issue jointly guidance in ,. Agrees to charge the same premium for each qualified health plain language. 
plan regardless of whether the plan is offered through an 
Exchange or directly from the issuer or through an agent; The Labor Secretary is required 

>- Complies with regulations established by the Secretary and to update and harmonize the 
other requirements established by the Exchange. rules related to the disclosures 

by group health plans, plan 
Certification requirements include, but are not limited to. the following: terms and conditions, and 

periodic financial disclosure 
>- Marketing requirements; with the standards established by 
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>- Having an adequate choice of providers~ the HHS Secretary. 
>- Generally including essential community providers that 

primarily serve low-income medically-underserved individuals 
within health insurance plan networks; 

>- Accreditation requirements; 
>- Implementing quality improvement strategies; 
>- Utilizing a uniform enrollment form and a standard format for 

presenting health benefit plan options; 
>- Providing information on quality measures for health plan 

performance that incorporates a payment structure that provides 
increased reimbursement and other incentives; and 

>- Submitting annual pediatric quality reporting measures to the 
Secretary. 

An Exchange may also certify a health plan as a QHP if in addition to 
meeting the requirements for certification; the Exchange determines that 
making the plan available is in the interest of qualified individuals and 
employers. 

An Exchange must require a health plan seeking certification to submit a 
justification for a premium increase prior to implementing the increase, 
and may take this information into account when determining whether to 
make the plan available through the Exchange. The plan will be required 
to post such information on its website. 

An Exchange must require health plans seeking certification to submit 
certain information in plain language on claims, finances, enrollment, 
rating practices, payments, and enrollee rights, to the Exchange, HHS 
and the State insurance commissioner and make the information public 
Nothing requires a QHP contract with a provider ifthe provider refuses 
to accept the generally applicable payment rates of the plan. 

Medical Home. Qualified health plans may provide coverage through a 
qualified direct primary care medical home plan that satisfies criteria 
established by the Secretary as long as (I) the plan meets all other 
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applicable requirements and (2) the services covered by the medical 
home are coordinated with the entity offering the qualified health plan. 

Qualified health plans may vary premiums by rating area. 

Abortion. If a qualified health plan covers abortion services for which 
public funding is prohibited, the plan must provide notice to its enrollees 
of such coverage at the time of enrollment and the issuer: it may not use 
the tax credit or any cost-sharing reduction for the payment of such 
services; and it must establish allocation accounts and adhere to 
segregation requirements for funds; and the QHP must estimate the 
actuarial value of the abortion services. 

Exchange: Navigators. The Secretary is required to award grants to States to enable The Secretary will establish 
Navigators the state or the Exchange to establish or operate a navigator program. standards for navigators. 
[ACA§§ 1311, The grant would enable the state or Exchanges to contract with private 
10104] and public entities to perform the following functions: The Secretary will collaborate 

with states and develop 
>:- conduct public education activities to raise awareness of the standards to ensure that 

program; distribute fair and impartial information concerning information made available by 
enrollment in qualified health plans and the availability of navigators is fair, accurate and 
credits; impartial. 

;.. facilitate enrollment in a qualified health plan; provide referrals 
to state agencies for any enrollee grievance complaint or 
questions regarding their health plan, coverage, or a coverage 
determination; and 

;.. provide information that is culturally and linguistically 
appropriate. 

Eligibility criteria. An entity must demonstrate that it has existing 
relationships with employers and employees, consumers and self-
employed individuals likely to be eligible to participate in the program. 
Entities may include trade, industry and professional associations, 
commercial fishing industry organizations, ranching and farming 
organizations, community and consumer focused nonprofit groups, 
chambers of commerce, unions, small business develooment centers and 
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other entities the Secretary determines are capable. 

Navigator may not be a health insurance issuer or receive any 
consideration either directly or indirectly from any health insurance 
issuers in connection with the participation of any employer in the 
program or the enrollment of any eligible employee in health insurance 
coverage. Grants under the program must be made from the operational 
funds of the Exchange and not federal funds received by the state to 
establish the Exchange. 

Non- Non-Discrimination of Providers. The law prohibits discriminating Health plans (issuers offering 
Discrimination against a health provider who is acting within the scope oflicense or group coverage) or individual 
of Providers certification under state law; however, it is not an "any willing provider health insurance coverage and 
[ACA§l201; provision. A group health plan, a health insurance issuer, or the the Secretary may vary payment 
PHSA§2706] Secretary may establish varying reimbursement rates based on quality or rates based on quality or 

performance measures. performance measures the 
Secretary may establish. 

Risk The law incorporates a number of risk management and rating provisions See Risk Management As soon as 
Management aimed at reducing the risk of adverse selection. activities/reinsurance on pages practical after 
Activities 24-27. enrollment. 
[ACA§§§l312, Risk Corridor Pavments 
1341, 1342, No later than 
1343] Risk Adjustment Program January 1, 2014, 

states required to 
Transitional State Reinsurance Pro!!Till'll adopt transitional 

reinsurance 
program. State 
reinsurance 
program must be 
based on federal 
standards and 
enter into a 
contract with 
entity to carry 
out the federal 
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reinsurance 
prooram. 

Consumer The HHS Secretary will establish the Consumer Operated and Oriented The HHS Secretary is required By July 1, 2013, Notice ofletters 
Operated and Plan (CO-OP) program that provides grants and loans to operate as a to issue rules that establish the HHS Secretary of nomination, 75 
Oriented Plan qualified nonprofit health insurance issuer. The qualified nonprofit CO-OP program and that relate required to Fed. Reg. 17918 
(CO-OP) health insurer is required to enter into an agreement with the Secretary to repayment ofloans and award the loans (April 8, 2010) 
Program under which it must meet all applicable requirements of the program that grants. and grants under due April 30, 
[ACA§§ 1322, include: the CO-OP 2010. Federal 

10104] The HHS Secretary is required programs. Register Notice, 
> Organized under state law as a nonprofit member corporation to award through the CO-OP 75 Fed. Reg. 

primarily engaged in the issuance of qualified health plans in the program to persons applying to By July 1, 2013, 35816 (June 23, 
individual and small group markets in each state where it is become qualified nonprofit and before 2010). GAO 
licensed to issue such plans; health insurance issuers (1) loans awarding loans appointment of 

> Have a governance subject to a majority vote; to assist with start-up costs and and grants under members of the 
> Have governing documents incorporating ethics and conflict of (2) grants to assist with solvency the CO-OP CO-OP Advisory 

interest standards; requirements. program, the Board -
>- Operate with a strong consumer focus in accordance with HHS Secretary is http://www.gao.g 

regulations promulgated by the Secretary; Decisions regarding loans and required to issue ov/press/co _ op20 
> Meet all the requirements applicable to QHPs; grants must: ( 1) consider the regulations 1 Ojun23 .html 
> Use any profits to lower premiums, improve benefits, or to recommendations of the related to the 

improve quality; and Advisory Board, (2) give priority repayment of the Advisory Board 
> Include on their tax returns the amount of the reserves required to applicants that will offer loans and grants. members were 

by each state where licensed and the amount of the reserves on qualified health plans on a appointed on 
hand. statewide basis, use integrated June 23, 2010. 

care models and have significant 
The law places the following restrictions on an organization that qualifies private support, and (3) ensure 
as a qualified nonprofit health insurance issuer: that there is sufficient funding to 

establish at least one qualified 
> The organization, or its related entity, may not have been a nonprofit health insurance issuer 

health insurance issuer on July 2009, nor can it be in each state. 
sponsored by a state or local government. 

> May only offer health plans in states with market reforms in In a state where there are no 
effect. applicants to become a qualified 

> May establish a private purchasing council to enter into nonprofit health insurance 
collective ourchasing agreements for items and services that issuer, HHS is oermitted to 
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increase administrative and cost efficiencies. award grants to encourage the 
);. But the council may not set payment rates for health care establishment of qualified 

facilities or providers. nonprofit health insurance 
);. Government representatives, including representatives of issuers within the state or the 

political subdivisions or instrumentalities, and expansion of a qualified 
representatives of organizations or related entities (or nonprofit health insurance issuer 
predecessors) that were health insurance issuers on July 16, from another state to the state. 
2009 may not serve on the board of directors of a qualified 
health insurance issuer or of a private purchasing council. HHS Secretary is required to 

issue rules that require 
To receive a loan or grant a qualified nonprofit health insurance issuer repayment of loans within 5 
must be tax exempt and meet the following: years and grants within 15 years 

and that is consistent with state 
);. Be in compliance with laws, regulations and agreements solvency regulations and other 

related to the loan or grant, similar applicable state laws. 
);. Give notice to the Secretary that it is applying for HHS Secretary is required to 

recognition of its tax exempt status; issue rules on the required 
);. Not use the net earnings to the benefit of any private consumer focus of qualified 

shareholder or individual; nonprofit health insurance 
);. Not engage in activities to influence legislation and issuers. 
' Not participate in political campaigns. ,. 

An Advisory Board, consisting of 15 members appointed by the 
Comptroller General, will be established to provide recommendations 
related to loans and grants made under the CO-OP program, and will 
terminate by December 31, 2015 or earlier if its duties are completed. 

Qualified health plans offered under the CO-OP program, multi-state 
qualified health plans and private health insurers will all be subject to the 
same specified Federal and state laws. They include: 

);. Guaranteed renewal; ,. Rating; 
);. Preexisting conditions; 
);. Nondiscrimination; 
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> Quality improvement and reporting; 
> Fraud and abuse; 
> Solvency and financial requirements; 
> Market conduct; 
> Prompt payment; 
> Appeals and grievances; 
> Privacy and Confidentiality; 
> Licensure; and 

> Benefit plan material or information. 

Multi-State Each Exchange, in a state, must offer at least two multi-state qualified The Director of the Office of 
Qualified health plans in that state. Multi-state qualified health plans will be Personnel Management (OPM) 
Health Plans required to meet certain requirements. is required to enter into contracts 
[ACA > Offer a uniform benefits package in each state consisting of the with insurers to offer multi-state 
§§1334, essential benefits; qualified health plans. 

10104] > Satisfies all requirements related to qualified health plans, 
including the requirements related to offering bronze, silver, and > There must be at least one 
gold levels of coverage and catastrophic coverage in each State contract with a non-profit 
Exchange; entity. 

> Provides for determinations of premiums for coverage under the > At least one multi-state plan 
plan based on the rating requirements set forth in ACA; and may not provide abortion 

> Offers the plan in all geographic regions, and in all states that services. 
have adopted adjusted community rating before March 23, 
2010. 0 PM is required to administer 

the contracts in the same way it 
A State with an age rating requirement that is lower than 3:1 may require administers contracts with 
a multi-state qualified health plan to comply with the State's requirement. carriers under the Federal 

Employees Health Benefit 
An insurer will be eligible to enter into a contract to offer a multi-state Program (FEHBP), that include 
qualified health plan ifthe insurer: negotiating with each plan 

regarding: a MLR; a profit 
> Agrees to offer a multi-state health plan that meets certain margin; premiums to be charged; 

requirements; and other terms and conditions. 
> Is licensed in each state and subject to all requirements of state 

law that are consistent with the provision of ACA related to OPM is reauired to enter into a 
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Issue & 
Citation 

Waivers 
Related to 
Qualified 
Health Plans, 
Exchan~es, 

Requirements 

multi-state qualified health plans; 
;.. Complies with the minimum standards prescribed for carriers 

offering health benefits plans under FEHBP to the extent that 
such standards do not conflict with the ACA; 

>- Satisfies other requirements deemed appropriate. 

States may require that benefits in addition to essential health benefits are 
provided to enrollees of a multi-state qualified health plan, but must 
defray the cost of such additional benefits. 

Multi-state qualified health plans will be deemed to be certified by an 
Exchange. 

Beginning on or after January 1, 201 7, a state has the option to seek a 
State Innovator waiver of the following insurance market reforms that 
would be applicable for plan years beginning on or after that date: 

Y Qualified health olans; 
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Administrative Actions 
Required of HHS/Other 
Agencies/Stakeholders 

contract with an insurer for the 
offering of a multi-state 
qualified health plan if: 

Y The insurer offers the plan in 
at least 60 percent of the 
States during the first year the 
insurer offers the plan; 

;.. The insurer offers the plan in 
at least 70 percent of the 
States during the second year 
the insurer offers the plan; 

:.. The insurer offers the plan in 
at least 85 percent of the 
States during the third year 
the insurer offers the plan; 
and 

Y The insurer offers the plan in 
all States by the fourth year. 

The OPM Director is required to 
take specific steps to ensure that 
the multi-State plans do not 
interfere with the continued 
support for FEHBP. 

The OPM Director is required to 
establish an advisory board to 
provide recommendations 
related to multi-state qualified 
health olans. 
The Secretaries of HHS and 
Treasury are required to issue 
rules related to waivers and the 
HHS Secretary must report 
annuallv to Cono-ress on actions 

Effective 
Date 

Waivers may 
apply to plan 
years beginning 
on or after 
Jan•rnrv l, 2017 

Tracking 
Actions to 

Date 
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Issue & 
Citation 

Cost-Sharing 
Reductions and 
Tax Credits 
[ACA § 1332] 

Health Care 
Choice 
Compacts 
[ACA §§ 1333, 
10104] 
Outside 
Exchange) 

Requirements 

>- Exchanges; 
>- Cost-sharing reductions; and 
:.. Tax credits. 

A state is required to enact a law providing for state actions under a 
waiver, including the implementation of a state plan. A waiver may be 
granted if the State plan will meet all of the following criteria: 

r Provide coverage at least as comprehensive as the essential 
health benefits; 

>- Provide coverage and cost-sharing protections against excessive 
out-of-pocket spending ; 

>- Provide coverage to at least a comparable number of residents; 
:.. Not increase the federal deficit. 

The Secretary of Treasury is required to provide the state, for the purpose 
of implementing the state plan under the waiver, with the aggregate 
amount of tax credits or reductions that would have been paid to 
individuals and small businesses in the state in the absence of the waiver. 
A waiver may not last for longer than 5 years unless a state requests a 
continuation of waiver. 

Two or more states may enter into an agreement under a Health Care 
Choice Compact under which one or more qualified health plans could be 
offered in the individual markets in the States, and only be subject to the 
laws and regulations of the State in which the plan was written or issued. 

The issuer of the qualified health plan to which the compact applies 
must: 

Be subject to state requirements related to market conduct, 
unfair trade practices, network adequacy and consumer 
protection standards, 
Be licensed in each state in which it offers the plan or submit to 
the jurisdiction of each state with re~ard to the state 
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Administrative Actions 
Required of HHS/Other 
Agencies/Stakeholders 

taken with respect to 
applications for waivers. 

The HHS Secretary has 180 days 
ofreceiving a State's application 
to detennine whether to grant a 
waiver. 

The Secretary is required to 
make a detennination related to 
a request for a continuation of a 
waiver within 90 days. 

Rules/ guidances related to 
waiver provision have no 
payment protection for 
providers. 

The Secretary is required to 
consult with NAIC and issue 
rules for the creation of Health 
Care Choice Compacts. NAIC 
to develop standards for 
voluntary interstate compact that 
permit sales across States lines. 

The Secretary may approve an 
interstate health care choice 
compact if it will: 
:.. Provide coverage and cost

sharing protections against 

Effective 
Date 

By July l, 2013, 
the Secretary is 
required to issue 
rules for the 
creation of 
Health Care 
Choice 
Compacts. 

States may enter 
into Health Care 
Choice 

Tracking 
Actions to 

Date 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

requirements that must be met, and excessive out-of-pocket Compacts on or 
y Notify consumers that the policy may not be subject to all of the spending; after January 1, 

State laws and regulations. y Provide coverage to at least a 2016. 
comparable number of its 

Before a state may enter into a compact, the state must enact legislation residents; 
that authorizes it to enter into such an agreement. y Not increase the Federal 

deficit; and 
Health Care Choice Compacts may not take effect before January 1, y Not weaken the enforcement 
2016. of applicable State laws and 

regulations. 
State law will govern the relationship between the Compact and 
oroviders. 

State Basic States are allowed to offer one or more basic health program to provide HHS is required to certify March 23, 2010. 
Health health coverage to low-income individuals instead of offering those standard health plans that: 
Program for individuals coverage through a Health Insurance Exchange. Individuals 
Low-Income eligible to participate are those who are not eligible for Medicaid and >-- The monthly premium 
Individuals whose household income between 133% - 200% of FPL. amount does not exceed the 
[§§ 1331, The State has the option to establish a competitive process for contracting amount that an eligible 
10104] with standard health plans to provide essential health benefits to certain individual would have been 
Outside eligible individuals. required to pay under the 
Exchange applicable silver plan. 

For purposes of the program, an eligible individual is a resident of the ' The cost-sharing does not ,. 
state who is not eligible to enroll in the state's Medicaid program for exceed the cost-sharing 
benefits that at a minimum consist of the essential health benefits; required under a platinum 
Household income falls between 133 percent and 200 percent of the plan in the case of an eligible 
federal poverty level (FPL) (for aliens lawfully present in the United individual with household 
States, whose income is not greater than 133 percent of the FPL); not income not in excess of 150 
eligible for minimum essential coverage or is eligible for an employer- percent of the federal poverty 
sponsored plan that is not affordable coverage; and under age 65. level and the cost-sharing 

required under a gold plan for 
A standard health plan enrolls only eligible individuals: that provides at other eligible individuals. 
least the essential health benefits; and has a MLR of at least 85 percent. y The benefits under the 

standard health plans cover at 
A state's contract negotiations will include: premiums and cost-sharing; least the essential health 
of benefits in addition to the essential health benefits: consideration of benefits. 
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Issue & Requirements Administrative Actions Effective Tracking 
Citation Required of HHS/Other Date Actions to 

Agencies/Stakeholders Date 

innovative features such as care coordination and care management, 
incentives for preventive services and the establishment of relationships If a state basic health program 
between providers and patients that maximize patient involvement in meets the statutory 
health care decision-making; health care needs and resource differences: requirements, the Secretary is 
consideration of contracting with managed care systems or systems that required to transfer federal funds 
incorporate features of managed care; and performance measures. to the state to be used to reduce 

the premiums and cost-sharing 
Providers will be concerned with the nature and type of payment/delivery of, or to provide additional 
features approved under state contracts. The law requires the state to benefits for, eligible individuals 
make multiple standard health plans available to eligible individuals in enrolled in standard health plans 
the state and may negotiate a regional compact with other states. in the state. 

The Secretary is required to 
conduct annual oversight 
activities with respect to each 
state pro=. 

I 0-015 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
EX REL. SCOTT PRUITT, 
in his official capacity as 
Attorney General of Oklahoma, 

FILED 
JAN 2 1 2011 

WILLIAM 8. GUTHRIE 
i~rf<, U.S. Dlatrfct Court 

Deputy Clerk -

Plaintiff, 
Case No. 

CIV11-030-RAW 
v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-----

KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, 
in her official capacity as 
Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Human 
Services; and 

TIMOTHY GEITHNER, 
in his official capacity as 
Secretary of the United States 
Department of the Treasury, 

Defendants. 

COMPLAINT FOR 
DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

Plaintiff states the following for its Complaint: 

Introduction 

1. Section 1501 of the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act," P .L. 111-148, 

as amended by the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010,'~ P.L. 111-152 

(collectively, "the Act"), contains an individual mandate that, after December 31, 2013, will 

require a majority of Oklahomans to either purchase health insurance for themselves and their 

dependants or pay a civil penalty designed to coerce them into such a purchase. 

2. On November 2, 20 l 0, the people of Oklahoma overwhelmingly approved State 
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Question No. 756. Once that state question was certified on November 9, 2010, Oklahoma's 

Constitution was amended. The newly-added Section 37 of Article 2 of Oklahoma Constitution 

(Oklahoma's Bill of Rights) provides in relevant part, "[t]o preserve the freedom of 

Oklahomans to provide for their health care ... [a] law or rule shall not compel, directly or 

indirectly, any person, employer or health care provider to participate in any health care 

system[.]" Okla. Const. Art. 2 § 37 (emphasis added). 

3. Section 1501 of the Act and Section 37 of Article 2 of the Oklahoma Constitution 

are conflicting provisions that cannot coexist. The collision between the state and federal 

schemes creates an immediate, actual controversy involving antagonistic assertions of right. The 

federal government is currently taking measures, in conjunction with state officials, to implement 

all sections of the Act-including the individual mandate. Thus, although the individual mandate 

does not take effect for several years, the Act imposes immediate and continuing burdens on 

Oklahoma and its sovereign interests. 

Parties 

4. The State of Oklahoma is a State of the United States of America with all rights 

and powers of a State under the United States Constitution, including the sovereign power over 

individuals and entities within its jurisdiction and the power to create and enforce legal codes

statutes and constitutional provisions. 

5. Scott Pruitt, in his official capacity as Attorney General, brings this action on 

behalf of the State of Oklahoma as the chief law officer for the State of Oklahoma. In that 

capacity, he has a statutory duty to prosecute and defend all actions and proceedings in any 

federal court in which the state is interested as a party. 74 O.S. § 18b(A)(l). The State of 

Oklahoma has an interest in asserting the validity of its anti-mandate amendment because 

2 
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pursuant to the Supremacy Clause, Oklahoma's amendment must yield to the Act's individual 

mandate-unless the mandate is declared unconstitutional. 

6. In this case, "the mere existence of [Okla. Const. Art. 2 § 37] is sufficient to 

trigger the duty of the Attorney General of [Oklahoma] to defend the law and the associated 

sovereign power to enact it." Cuccinelli v. Sebelius, 702 F.Supp.2d 598, 605-06 (E.D.Va. 2010). 

Indeed, federal courts have long recognized the duty of state attorneys general to defend the 

constitutionality of the laws of their states. See Fed. R. Civ. P. 5.l(a)(2) (requiring that any party 

challenging the constitutionality of a state statute serve notice on the state attorney general). 

7. Kathleen Sebelius in her official capacity as Secretary of the United States 

Department of Health and Human Services is responsible for administering and enforcing the 

Act. 

8. Timothy Geithner in his official capacity as Secretary of the United States 

Department of the Treasury is responsible for administering and enforcing the Act. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

9. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and is authorized to enter 

a declaratory judgment pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2201 and to grant injunctive relief pursuant to 28 

u.s.c. § 2202. 

10. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 139l(e)(2). 

Facts 

11. Congress in the past has used its taxing and spending powers to establish social 

welfare programs such as Social Security and Medicare, but has declined to fund universal 

healthcare in a similar manner, as the tax burden imposed by such an undertaking would be so 

burdensome as to render any such proposal unpalatable to the voting public, thereby causing 

3 
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Congress to make findings in Section 1501 of the Act identifying the Commerce Clause, rather 

than the General Welfare Clause, as the source of its power. 

12. Congress utilized its alleged Commerce Clause power in this instance to fund 

universal health care in part by mandating individual participation in the health insurance 

marketplace. Such an individual mandate allows the costs of healthcare for older and less healthy 

citizens to be subsidized by the insurance premiums paid by a new class of forced participants-

many of whom are healthy young adults and other rationally uninsured individuals. 

13. The individual mandate, found in the "Minimum Essential Coverage Provision" 

found at 26 U.S.C. § 5000A, disincentives voluntary non-participation in the health insurance 

marketplace~ven for those citizens for whom it would make no economic sense to pay 

premiums before becoming ill. The cross-subsidization compelled by the individual mandate is 

critical to the viability of the Act, rendering the individual mandate an essential element of the 

Act without which it would not have been passed and without which the statutory scheme cannot 

function-as evidenced by the Act's lack of a severability provision. 

14. In fact, Secretary Sebelius has conceded that the individual mandate is the key, 

essential ingredient in the complex health care regulatory scheme established by the Act. Indeed, 

as the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia noted in Cuccinelli v. 

Sebelius: 

At oral argument the Deputy Assistant Attorney General of the United States, on 
behalf of the Secretary, described the effect of the Minimum Essential Coverage 
Provision as the critical element of the national health care scheme, '[a]nd what 
the [congressional] testimony was, was if you do the preexisting condition exclusion 
and no differential healthcare status, without a minimum coverage type provision, 
it will inexorably drive that market into extinction. And what somebody said 
more succinctly was, the market will implode. 

702 F.Supp.2d at 609 (emphasis added). Because the Act has no severability clause, and because 

4 
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the individual mandate is admittedly essential to the Act, a finding that the individual mandate is 

unconstitutional must result in the striking down of the entire Act. 

15. Recognizing its centrality to the Act, as well as demonstrating its concern over 

whether it had the power to adopt the individual mandate under the Commerce Clause, Article I, 

Section 8 of the Constitution, the Senate Finance Committee asked the Congressional Research 

Service whether the individual mandate was constitutional. The Service replied: 

Whether such a requirement would be constitutional under the Commerce 
Clause is perhaps the most challenging question posed by such a proposal, as it 
is a novel issue whether Congress may use this Clause to require an individual 
to purchase a good or a service. 

Cong. Research Serv. Requiring Individuals to Obtain Health Insurance: A Constitutional 

Analysis 3 (2009)( emphasis added). 

Count One 

Commerce Clause 

16. The status of being a citizen or resident of the State of Oklahoma is not a channel 

of interstate commerce; nor a person or thing in interstate commerce; nor is it an activity arising 

out of or connected with a commercial transaction. In fact, this status involves no activity at all-

economic or otherwise. It is entirely passive. 

17. As a result, the Commerce Clause cannot be utilized to regulate this status. But 

that is exactly what Congress has purported to do with the individual mandate. However, as the 

Congressional Research Service cautioned, the Commerce Clause has thus far in our history 

never been found to give Congress the authority to "regulate" a citizen's non-activity by forcing 

citizens to buy a product from a private company. To depart from that history to permit the 

federal government to require the purchase of goods or services would deprive the Commerce 

Clause of any effective limits and would create powers indistinguishable from a general police 

5 
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power, in total derogation of our constitutional scheme of enumerated powers. 

18. To avoid this history, Secretary Sebelius has defended the individual mandate by 

arguing for a vast expansion of Congress's Commerce Clause powers. The Secretary claims that 

because the individual mandate is the ''vital kinetic link that animates Congress's overall 

regulatory reform of interstate health care and insurance markets .. .it is necessary to make the 

other regulations in the Act effective," and is thus permissible. Cuccinelli v. Sebelius, 728 

F.Supp.2d 768 (E.D.Va. 2010). The Secretary's argument is rooted in her belief that "because 

the guaranteed coverage and rate discrimination issues are unquestionably within the Commerce 

Clause powers," Congress can choose whatever mechanism it pleases to address those issues, 

regardless of whether the mechanism regulates activity, economic or otherwise. Id. 

19. The Necessary and Proper Clause, however, has never been applied without limits 

(i.e., to non-activity) as the Secretary suggests should be done here. In fact, the Necessary and 

Proper Clause confers supplemental authority in instances such as those only when the means 

adopted to accomplish a legitimate exercise of Commerce Clause powers are "appropriate," are 

"'plainly adapted' to that end," and are "consistent with the letter and spirit of the constitution." 

Id. (citing McCulloch v. Maryland, 17 U.S. 316, 421 (1819)). 

20. A law that takes money from individual citizens and gives it to private insurance 

companies is fundamentally contrary to the letter and spirit of the constitution, is a wholly 

inappropriate exercise of Congress's Necessary and Proper power, and cannot constitute a means 

to accomplish any legitimate exercise of Commerce Clause powers. Indeed, from its very first 

substantive opinion, the Supreme Court recognized that certain laws are never "consistent with 

the letter and spirit of the constitution": 

An ACT of the Legislature (for I cannot call it a law) contrary to the 
great first principles of the social compact, cannot be considered a 

6 
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rightful exercise of legislative authority. The obligation of a law in 
governments established on express compact, and on republican 
principles, must be determined by the nature of the power, on which it 
was founded. A few instances will suffice to explain what I mean. A 
... law that takes property from A and gives it to B: It is against 
all reason and justice, for a people to entrust a Legislature with 
SUCH powers; and therefore it cannot be presumed that they have 
done it. 

Calder v. Bull, 3 U.S. 386, 388 (l 798)(emphasis added). 

21. Because the Act exceeds the powers given to Congress by the Commerce Clause 

and Necessary and Proper Clause, it should be declared unconstitutional, and Defendants should 

be permanently enjoined from enforcing its provisions. 

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, the State of Oklahoma prays the Court grant it the following relief: 

A. A declaratory judgment that § 1501 of the Act is unconstitutional because the 

individual mandate exceeds the enumerated powers conferred upon Congress. Further, because 

the individual mandate is an essential, non-severable provision, the State of Oklahoma is also 

entitled to a declaratory judgment that the entire the Act is likewise invalid. 

B. A permanent injunction forbidding Defendants from prospectively enforcing § 

1501 in particular and the Act as a whole. 

C. Such other equitable relief to which the State of Oklahoma may be entitled. 

Dated this 21st day of January, 2011. 

7 
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Respectfully submitted, 

By: E. SCOTT PRUITT OBA #15828 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
313 N.E. 2l5t Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 521-4396 
405 235-0669 (facsimile) 
Service email: fc.docket@oag.state.ok.gov 
Scott.Pruitt@oag.ok.gov 
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 IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA 

 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA, by and through 

JON BRUNING, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA; 

 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, by and through  COMPLAINT 

ALAN WILSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA;   Case No:__________ 

 

BILL SCHUETTE, ATTORNEY GENERAL  

OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, ON BEHALF 

OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN; 

 

STATE OF TEXAS, by and through 

GREG ABBOTT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OF THE STATE OF TEXAS; 

 

STATE OF FLORIDA, by and through 

PAM BONDI, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA; 

 

STATE OF OHIO, by and through  

MICHAEL DeWINE, ATTORNEY GENERAL  

OF THE STATE OF OHIO; 

 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA, by and through 

SCOTT PRUITT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA; 

 

SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK, an 

individual; 

 

STACY MOLAI, an individual; 

 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, a Nebraska 

non-profit corporation; 

 

PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, a 

Nebraska non-profit corporation 
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and  

 

THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF 

SOCIETY OF AMERICA, a Nebraska non-

profit corporation; 

 

 

 Plaintiffs,       

         

v.         

 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES; 

KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, in her official 

capacity as the Secretary of the United States 

Department of Health and Human Services; 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

THE TREASURY; TIMOTHY F. 

GEITHNER, in his official capacity as the 

Secretary of the United States Department 

of the Treasury; UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR; and HILDA 

L. SOLIS, in her official capacity as Secretary 

of the United States Department of Labor, 

 

 Defendants. 

___________________________________________ 

 

COMPLAINT  
 

 Plaintiffs, STATE OF NEBRASKA, by and through JON BRUNING, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, STATE OF SOUTH 

CAROLINA, by and through ALAN WILSON, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, BILL SCHUETTE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 

THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN,, 

STATE OF TEXAS, by and through GREG ABBOTT, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 

THE STATE OF TEXAS, STATE OF FLORIDA, by and through PAM BONDI, 
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ATTORNEY GENERALOF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, STATE OF OHIO, by and 

through MICHAEL DeWINE, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF OHIO, 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA, by and through SCOTT PRUITT, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK, STACY 

MOLAI, CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, and 

THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA, file this action against 

Defendants, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES (“HHS”); KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, in her official capacity as the Secretary 

of HHS; UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY (“Treasury”); 

TIMOTHY F. GEITHNER, in his official capacity as the Secretary of the Treasury; 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (“DOL”); and HILDA L. SOLIS, in her 

official capacity as the Secretary of DOL (collectively, the “Federal Government”), and 

state: 

BACKGROUND 

 

1. In this action, Plaintiffs challenge the constitutionality of a regulation 

promulgated by the Federal Government which would coerce religious organizations, 

institutions, care providers, outreach groups, and social service agencies, among others, 

to directly subsidize contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related services in 

contravention with their religious beliefs. 

2. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects the free 

exercise of religion and the freedom of speech by forbidding the Federal Government 
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from directing individuals and organizations to subsidize, promote, or affirm products, 

services, and activity in direct contravention with the tenets of their religious faith. 

3. The First Amendment has, for centuries, served as a rampart against 

government interference with religious liberty.   

4. The Federal Government’s regulation, which Plaintiffs challenge herein, 

would break through that rampart and leave countless additional religious freedoms 

vulnerable to government intrusion and negation through coercion. 

5. The Federal Government’s regulation is an unprecedented invasion of the 

Plaintiffs’ First Amendment rights to free speech, free exercise of religion, and free 

association. 

6. Accordingly, Plaintiffs ask this Court to find the Federal Government’s 

regulation unconstitutional as a direct violation of the First Amendment to the United 

States Constitution. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

7. The Court has subject-matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331 

and § 1361 because this action arises under the Constitution and laws of the United 

States.  This Court has jurisdiction to render declaratory and injunctive relief under 28 

U.S.C. § 2201 and §2202 and 42 U.S.C. § 2000bb. 

8. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(e)(1)(c) 

because no real property is involved, Plaintiffs State of Nebraska, Sister Mary Catherine, 

CK, Stacy Molai, Catholic Social Services, Pius X High School, and The Catholic 
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Mutual Relief Society of America are located in Nebraska and the defendants are 

agencies of the United States or officers thereof acting in their official capacity.  

PARTIES 

 

9. The State of Nebraska is a sovereign state and protector of the individual 

freedom, public health, and welfare of its citizens and residents.  Jon Bruning, Attorney 

General of Nebraska, has been directly elected by the people of Nebraska to serve as their 

chief legal officer and exercises broad statutory and common law authority to protect the 

rights of the State of Nebraska and its people.  The State, by and through the Attorney 

General, has standing to assert the unconstitutionality of the Rule.  He is authorized to 

appear for the State and prosecute and defend any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in 

which the State may be a party or interested.  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-203.  

10. The State of South Carolina, by and through Alan Wilson, Attorney 

General of South Carolina, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 

11. Bill Schuette, Attorney General of Michigan, is bringing this action on 

behalf of the People of Michigan under Mich. Comp. Law § 14.28, which provides that 

the Michigan Attorney General may “appear for the people of [Michigan] in any other 

court or tribunal, in any cause or matter, civil or criminal, in which the people of 

[Michigan] may be a party or interested.” Under Michigan’s constitution, the people are 

sovereign. Mich. Const. art. I, § 1 (“All political power is inherent in the people. 

Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security, and protection.”). 

12. The State of Texas, by and through Greg Abbott, Attorney General of 

Texas, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 
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13. The State of Florida, by and through Pam Bondi, Attorney General of 

Florida, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 

14. The State of Ohio, by and through Michael DeWine, Attorney General of 

Ohio, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 

15. The State of Oklahoma, by and through Scott Pruitt, Attorney General of 

Oklahoma, is a sovereign state in the United States of America. 

16.  Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK is an individual Catholic nun 

affiliated with the School Sisters of Christ the King, a Catholic order located in Lincoln, 

Nebraska. 

17. Sister Mary Catherine is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue 

Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

18. Health Insurance coverage of services for purposes of contraception, 

abortifacients, or sterilization is in contravention with Sister Mary Catherine’s religious 

beliefs. 

19. Sister Mary Catherine’s health insurance plan has been specifically 

contracted for to exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 

sterilization, and related services. 

20. Sister Mary Catherine will drop her private health insurance coverage if 

retaining such coverage would result in the subsidization of contraception, abortifacients, 

sterilization, and related services. 
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21. Sister Mary Catherine’s current health insurance plan is not grandfathered 

from ACA requirements; accordingly, her plan is subject to the Rule’s contraceptive 

coverage requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect. 

22. Plaintiff Stacy Molai is a Catholic individual residing in Omaha, 

Nebraska. 

23. Molai is a Catholic missionary employed by the Fellowship of Catholic 

University Students (“FOCUS”), a Catholic organization engaged in ministry and 

outreach on college campuses throughout the United States and around the world. 

24. Molai is covered by a health insurance plan with Cigna through FOCUS. 

25. Coverage of services for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, or 

sterilization is in contravention with Molai’s religious beliefs. 

26. Molai’s health insurance plan has been specifically contracted for to 

exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related 

services. 

27. Molai suffers from an incurable chronic illness which requires substantial 

ongoing care. 

28. Molai’s condition requires her to incur medical care and supply costs of 

$300 to $400 per month. 

29. Molai’s condition occasionally necessitates hospitalization and surgery.  

Each such occurrence incurs costs of $3,000 to $5,000 per event. 

30. Health insurance coverage is critical to Molai in order to avoid financial 

ruin and possibly life threatening consequences.  However, she would drop such coverage 

21205



8 

 

if it would result in her subsidization of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and 

related services. 

31. Molai’s current health insurance plan is grandfathered from ACA 

requirements. 

32. Upon which time Molai or her employer, FOCUS, substantially changes 

any aspect of Molai’s health insurance plan, Molai’s plan will immediately become 

subject to ACA requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant 

thereto. 

33. Since the ACA’s grandfathering exemption does not apply to health 

insurance plans which substantially change after March 23, 2010, Molai is trapped in her 

current plan if she wishes to remain grandfathered from ACA requirements. 

34. Plaintiff Catholic Social Services, a Nebraska non-profit corporation, is a 

faith-based charity services provider and is a Catholic religious organization employer 

located in Lincoln, Nebraska, Hastings, Nebraska, and other cities. 

35. Catholic Social Services is an affiliated entity of the Catholic Diocese of 

Lincoln, Nebraska providing social charity to persons in southern Nebraska including 

housing, food, clothing, financial, refugee, emergency, and other services. 

36. Catholic Social Services employs individuals who seek a structured, 

systematic formation program centered on the Catholic faith and has more than 50 

persons on staff.  
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37. Catholic Social Services’ purpose is to serve persons of all religious and 

ethnic backgrounds and is not limited in its provision of services to person who share its 

religious tenets.  

38. Though Catholic Social Services exists and conducts its ministry pursuant 

to a religiously-rooted sense of purpose, mission, and duty, its primary operational 

purpose is not the inculcation of religious values.  

39. Catholic Social Services is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue 

Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  

40. Health insurance coverage of services for purposes of contraception, 

abortifacients, or sterilization is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine 

adhered to and followed by Catholic Social Services. 

41. Catholic Social Services’ health insurance plan has been specifically 

contracted for to exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 

sterilization, and related services.  

42. Catholic Social Services will drop its private health insurance coverage if 

retaining such coverage would result in its subsidization of services for purposes of 

contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, or related services. 

43. Catholic Social Services’ current health insurance plan is not 

grandfathered from ACA requirements; accordingly, its plan is subject to the Rule’s 

contraceptive coverage requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect.  
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44. Plaintiff Pius X Catholic High School (“Pius X”) is a Nebraska non-profit 

corporation and is the sole Catholic high school for the City of Lincoln and the Diocese 

of Lincoln, Nebraska with an enrollment of more than 1,000 students in grades 9-12. 

45. Pius X employs more than 70 faculty and staff. 

46. Pius X is dedicated to a Christ-centered education that integrates Catholic 

values in all areas of life and providing academic preparation of the highest quality in a 

disciplined environment.  

47. Pius X is covered by a health insurance plan with Blue Cross Blue Shield 

of Nebraska through the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Nebraska.  

48. Health insurance coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, 

sterilization, or other services is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine 

adhered to and followed by Pius X. 

49. Pius X’s health insurance plan has been specifically contracted for to 

exclude coverage for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related 

services.  

50. Pius X’s current health insurance plan is not grandfathered from ACA 

requirements; accordingly, its plan is subject to the Rule’s contraceptive coverage 

requirements immediately upon the Rule taking effect.  

51. Plaintiff The Catholic Mutual Relief Society of America (“Catholic 

Mutual”) is a non-profit religious 501 (c)(3) organization with its principle place of 

business located in Omaha, Nebraska. 
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52. Catholic Mutual provides health coverage to its employees through a 

group health plan. 

53. Catholic Mutual is an equal opportunity employer who seeks highly-

qualified and driven employees and does not primarily employ persons who share 

Catholic Mutual’s religious tenets. 

54. Catholic Mutual does not inquire as to the religious affiliation or beliefs of 

prospective employees. 

55. Although Catholic Mutual exists and conducts its operations pursuant to a 

religious-rooted sense of purpose, mission, and duty, Catholic Mutual’s primary 

operational purpose is not the inculcation of religious values. 

56. Catholic Mutual does not include coverage of services for purposes of 

contraception, abortifacients, or sterilization in its employees’ health insurance plans. 

57. Coverage of services for purposes of contraception, abortifacients, or 

sterilization is in contravention with Catholic teaching and doctrine adhered to and 

followed by Catholic Mutual. 

58. Catholic Mutual’s employees are not offered supplemental insurance plans 

to cover contraception, abortifacients, sterilization, and related services in connection 

with their primary employer-subsidized health care plans. 

59. Catholic Mutual’s health insurance plan for its own employees is currently 

grandfathered from ACA’s requirements.   
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60. Since the ACA’s grandfathering exemption does not apply to health 

insurance plans which substantially change after March 23, 2010, Catholic Mutual is 

trapped in its current plan if it wishes to remain grandfathered from ACA requirements. 

61. Catholic Mutual comprehensively evaluates its employee health plan on 

an annual basis. 

62. If Catholic Mutual substantially changes certain aspects of its employee 

health insurance plan, Catholic Mutual will immediately become subject to ACA 

requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant thereto. 

63. Defendant HHS is an agency of the United States, and is responsible for 

administration and enforcement of the Rule. 

64. Defendant Kathleen Sebelius is Secretary of HHS, and is named as a party 

in her official capacity. 

65. Defendant Treasury is an agency of the United States, and is responsible 

for administration and enforcement of the Rule. 

66. Defendant Timothy F. Geithner is Secretary of the Treasury, and is named 

as a party in his official capacity. 

67. Defendant DOL is an agency of the United States, and is responsible for 

administration and enforcement of the Rule. 

68. Defendant Hilda L. Solis is Secretary of DOL, and is named as a party in 

her official capacity. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 
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69. On February 15, 2012, final rules under a heading titled “Group Health 

Plans and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to Coverage of Preventive Services under the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act” (collectively, the “Rule”) were promulgated 

by the Federal Government, ostensibly pursuant to its statutory authority under the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Pub. L. No. 111-148, as amended by the 

Health Care and Education Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-152 (ACA).  77 Fed. Reg. 31, 

8725. 

70. The Rule was definitively and formally promulgated by publication in the 

Federal Register as a “Final Rule;” there is no hint that the Rule is informal, tentative, 

that it is only the ruling of a subordinate official, or that full compliance with the Rule is 

not expected.  77 Fed. Reg. 31, 8725. 

71. Five days prior to formal publication of the Rule in the Federal Register, 

HHS unilaterally issued non-regulatory Guidance ostensibly claiming the Federal 

Government will abide by a “temporary enforcement safe harbor” for the Rule until the 

first plan year that begins on or after August 1, 2013.  Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services, U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services, Guidance on the Temporary 

Enforcement Safe Harbor for Certain Employers, Group Health Plans and Group Health 

Insurance Issuers with Respect to the Requirement to Cover Contraceptive Services 

Without Cost Sharing Under Section 2713 of the Public Health Service Act, Section 

715(a)(1) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act, and Section 9815(a)(1) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, Feb. 10, 2012 (the “Guidance”) (available at 
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http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02102012/20120210-Preventive-Services-

Bulletin.pdf). 

72. Notwithstanding the Federal Government’s unilateral imposition of a 

“one-year safe harbor from enforcement” of the Rule, Plaintiffs are at risk of imminent 

and irreparable injury from the operation of the Rule upon its effective date of April 16, 

2012.   

73. No discernible statutory or regulatory obstacle exists barring the Federal 

Government from unilaterally withdrawing its promise of a “one-year safe harbor from 

enforcement” of the Rule, upon which time Plaintiffs would suffer immediate irreparable 

harm; accordingly, this Court enjoys the authority to adjudicate Plaintiffs’ claims now. 

74. Notwithstanding Plaintiffs’ ability or inability to qualify for the Federal 

Government’s unilateral promise of a “one-year safe harbor from enforcement” of the 

Rule, Plaintiffs will absolutely be required to comply upon the expiration of the safe 

harbor on August 1, 2013. 

75. The Rule represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty of 

individuals, like Plaintiffs Sister Mary Catherine, CK, and Molai, residing in Plaintiffs’ 

States, by mandating that all non-exempt religious organization employers subsidize 

coverage for contraceptives, sterilization, and related patient education and counseling.  

The subsidization of such services is contrary to Plaintiffs Sister Mary Catherine, CK’s  

and Molai’s religious beliefs.   

76. As a result of the Rule’s compulsory violation of Plaintiff Sister Mary 

Catherine, CK’s religious beliefs, Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK, who has health 
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insurance, will opt out for moral and religious reasons. Provided no other options than 

Medicaid or the state-based health insurance exchange, which also will provide coverage 

conflicting with her beliefs, Plaintiff Sister Mary Catherine, CK will be forced to pay 

civil penalties and forego health insurance altogether.  

77. The Rule represents an unprecedented encroachment on the liberty of 

religious organization employers, including Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X 

Catholic High School, and Catholic Mutual, operating in Plaintiffs’ States, by mandating 

that Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X High School, and Catholic Mutual 

subsidize coverage for contraceptives, sterilization, and related patient education and 

counseling.   

78. The Rule’s religious employer exemption is insufficiently narrow as it 

fails to cover a significant number of religious organizations who do not “primarily 

serve… persons who share [their] religious tenets”, do not “primarily employ persons 

who share their religious tenets”, or do not have “the inculcation of religious values” as 

their primary operational purpose.   

79. Were Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High School, 

and Catholic Mutual to attempt to gain the religious employer exemption, it would be 

necessary for Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High School, and Catholic 

Mutual to begin inquiring into the religious affiliation and beliefs of prospective 

employees – a practice in which Catholic Social Services and Catholic Mutual currently 

do not currently engage. 
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80. Plaintiff Pius X Catholic High School has previously, in the context of 

certain generally applicable employer mandates promulgated by the Federal Government, 

enjoyed the certainty of broad religious employer exemptions which protected Pius X 

Catholic High School from being directed to take or subsidize action in contravention 

with Catholic teaching and doctrine adhered to and followed by Pius X Catholic High 

School. 

81. Due to the insufficiently narrow nature of the religious employer 

exemption to the Rule challenged herein, Plaintiffs, including Pius X Catholic High 

School, face great uncertainty in determining whether they will enjoy the same religious 

employer exemptions from government mandates as they have in the past. 

82. In the event Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services, Pius X Catholic High 

School, and Catholic Mutual’s health insurance plans are no longer grandfathered plans, 

the Federal Government has provided two ways in which Plaintiffs can circumvent the 

Rule’s requirements: declining to provide health insurance altogether and face a stiff per-

employee penalty or satisfying all of the criteria to qualify for a “religious employer” 

exemption. 

83. Plaintiffs are not eligible for the Federal Government’s insufficiently 

narrow religious employer exemption to the Rule, based on the Federal Government’s 

stated intent to exclude hospitals, schools, and universities and because Plaintiffs do not 

clearly satisfy all of the exemption’s rigid conjunctive requirements. 

84. As a result of the Rule’s compulsory violation of religious organization 

employers’ religious beliefs, religious organization employers in Plaintiff States, such as 
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Plaintiffs Catholic Social Services and Catholic Mutual, may simply cease the provision 

of health insurance coverage to their employees, rather than subsidize conduct and 

services in violation of their beliefs. 

85. If religious organization employers were to cease provision of health 

insurance in order to avoid the requirements of the Rule, an immediate and substantial 

spike in the number of enrollments in Plaintiff States’ Medicaid programs would result, 

as many impacted employees would invariably shift to Medicaid to remain in compliance 

with the ACA’s individual coverage mandate. 

86. Plaintiff States’ Medicaid programs are already facing the acute strain of 

dramatically increased enrollments due to the ACA’s individual coverage mandate.  

Forcing another round of enrollments will compound this problem and further threaten 

Plaintiff States’ budgetary stability.   

87. In addition, religious organization employers operating in Plaintiffs States 

will cease providing charitable services to persons who do not share their religious tenets, 

in an effort to qualify under the Religious Employer Exemption.  Those people no longer 

served by such charitable services will place further pressure on Plaintiff States’ 

Medicaid programs as they inevitably increase reliance on public resources for support.   

88. To the extent Plaintiffs are currently grandfathered from ACA 

requirements and the contraceptive coverage Rule promulgated pursuant thereto, those 

Plaintiffs are effectively trapped in their current plans if they wish to remain 

grandfathered; any substantial modification of their health insurance plans will bring 

them under the ACA’s requirements and the Rule’s contraceptive coverage coercion. 
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89. Given that the Federal Government itself has conceded that employers and 

individuals will inevitably find it necessary to make substantial modifications to health 

insurance plans, particularly in light of spiraling costs and a fluctuating regulatory 

environment, it is readily apparent that currently-grandfathered Plaintiffs will lose their 

exemption from ACA requirements in the foreseeable future; it is unrealistic to presume 

they can remain grandfathered in perpetuity. 

90. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.  

CAUSES OF ACTION 

 

COUNT ONE 

 

VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  

FREE SPEECH CLAUSE 

(First Amendment to the United States Constitution)  

91. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

92. The compelled subsidization of beliefs, with which Plaintiffs do not agree, 

violates the freedom of speech provided by the First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution. 

93. The Rule further violates the First Amendment because it compels 

Plaintiffs to subsidize conduct in violation of their moral and religious beliefs. 

94. The Rule also violates the First Amendment by prohibiting Plaintiffs from 

expressing a message in accordance with their beliefs. 
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COUNT TWO 

VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  

FREE EXERCISE CLAUSE 

(First Amendment to the United States Constitution) 

 

95. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

96. The Rule violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by 

negating the right of Plaintiffs to act in accordance with their beliefs. 

97. Defendants have created categorical exemptions and individualized 

exemptions to the Rule. 

98. The Rule furthers no compelling governmental interest. 

99. The Rule is not the least restrictive means of furthering Defendants’ stated 

interests. 

100. The Rule imposes a substantial burden on Plaintiffs’ religious exercise. 

101. The Rule coerces Plaintiffs to change or violate their religious beliefs. 

102. The Rule chills Plaintiffs’ religious exercise.  

103. The Rule exposes Plaintiffs to substantial fines for its religious exercise. 

104. The Rule violates the Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment by 

negating the right of Plaintiffs to freely practice their religious beliefs without 

government interference. 
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COUNT THREE 

VIOLATION OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT  

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION CLAUSE 

(First Amendment to the United States Constitution) 

 

105. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference all preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

106. The Rule violates the Freedom of Association Clause of the First 

Amendment by negating the rights of Plaintiffs to organize voluntary religious 

associations by forcing Plaintiffs to associate with an ideology that violates their religious 

beliefs.  

107. The Rule violates the Freedom of Association Clause of the First 

Amendment by negating the rights of Plaintiffs to organize voluntary religious 

associations that serve persons of other beliefs.  

COUNT FOUR 

 

VIOLATION OF THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTORATION ACT 

(42 U.S.C. § 2000bb)  

108. Plaintiffs reallege, adopt, and incorporate by reference all preceding 

paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

109. The Rule works a substantial burden on the Plaintiffs’ ability to freely 

practice their religion, in violation of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (“RFRA”).  

42 U.S.C. § 2000bb. 

110. The Rule chills Plaintiffs’ religious exercise. 

111. The Rule exposes Plaintiffs to substantial fines for its religious exercise. 
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112. The Rule’s “religious employer” exemption violates RFRA because the 

exemption would require the government to troll through an organization’s religious 

beliefs to determine whether the organization is religious enough to be exempt from the 

Rule’s dictates. 

113. The Rule furthers no compelling governmental interest and is not narrowly 

tailored to any compelling governmental interest. 

114. The Rule is not the least restrictive means of furthering Defendants’ stated 

interests. 

115. The Rule’s compulsory funding of contraceptives is a substantial burden 

upon the Plaintiffs because it impermissibly interferes in matters of church faith and 

doctrine. 

116. The Rule puts substantial pressure on religious adherents to modify 

religious beliefs and behavior in order to comply with the Rule’s mandates. 

117. The Rule is a substantial burden on the rights of Plaintiffs to freely 

exercise religion because it forces them to subsidize contraceptives in violation of their 

religious beliefs. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 

A. Declare the Rule to be in violation of the First Amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States; 

B. Declare the Rule to be unlawful pursuant to the Religious Freedom 

Restoration Act; 
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C. Declare Defendants to have violated the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights, as 

aforesaid; 

D. Enjoin Defendants and any other agency or employee acting on behalf of 

the United States from enforcing the Rule against the Plaintiffs, their citizens and 

residents, and any of their agencies or officials or employees, and to take such actions as 

are necessary and proper to remedy their violations deriving from any such actual or 

attempted enforcement; and 

E. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, and grant such 

other relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

COUNT FIVE 

DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 

(28 U.S.C. § 2201) 

118. Plaintiffs, including State Plaintiffs whose Medicaid and regulatory 

responsibilities will be severely affected by the Rule,  reallege, adopt, and incorporate by 

reference all preceding paragraphs as though fully set forth herein. 

119. There is an actual controversy of sufficient immediacy and concreteness 

relating to the legal rights and duties of the Plaintiffs and their legal relations with the 

Defendants to warrant relief under 28 U.S.C. § 2201.  

120. The harm to the Plaintiffs as a direct result of the Rule is sufficiently real 

and imminent to warrant the issuance of a conclusive declaratory judgment clarifying the 

legal relations of the parties.  

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court: 
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A. Declare the Rule to be in violation of the First Amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States; 

B. Declare the Rule to be unlawful pursuant to the Religious Freedom 

Restoration Act; 

C. Declare Defendants to have violated the Plaintiffs’ constitutional rights, as 

aforesaid; 

D. Enjoin Defendants and any other agency or employee acting on behalf of 

the United States from enforcing the Rule against the Plaintiffs, their citizens and 

residents, and any of their agencies or officials or employees, and to take such actions as 

are necessary and proper to remedy their violations deriving from any such actual or 

attempted enforcement; and 

E. Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorney’s fees and costs, and grant such 

other relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

STATE OF NEBRASKA, JON BRUNING 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEBRASKA 

 

ALAN WILSON,  

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

BILL SCHUETTE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MICHIGAN 

 

GREG ABBOTT 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

 

PAMELA JO BONDI 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF FLORIDA 
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MICHAEL DeWINE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OHIO 

 

SCOTT PRUITT,  

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA 

 

SISTER MARY CATHERINE, CK,  

 

STACY MOLAI,  

 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES,  

 

PIUS X CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, and  

 

THE CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF 

SOCIETY OF AMERICA,   

 
Plaintiffs.   

 
    BY: JON BRUNING, #20351 
      Attorney General 

 
 
    BY: s/ Katherine J. Spohn _______              

David D. Cookson, #18681 
Chief Deputy Attorney General 
Katherine J. Spohn, #22979 
Special Counsel to the Attorney General 
2115 State Capitol 
Lincoln, NE  68509-8920 
Phone (402) 471-2682 
david.cookson@nebraska.gov 
katie.spohn@nebraska.gov 
 

BY:  s/ Rocky C. Weber   

Rocky C. Weber, #18190 

Crosby Guenzel LLP 

134 S. 13
th

 Street, Suite 400 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Phone (402) 434-7300 

rcw@crosbylawfirm.com 
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By:  Donald G. Blankenau   

Don Blankenau, #18528 

Blankenau Wilmoth, LLP 

206 South 13
th

 Street, Suite 1425 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

Phone (402) 475-7080 

don@aqualawyers.com 
 
     Attorneys for Plaintiffs. 
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Conference call tomorrow with Rep. Tom Price, MD on Empowering Patients First Act
Date: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 9:38:18 AM

Register now for conference call  tomorrow
with Rep. Tom Price, MD

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
with Rep. Tom Price, MD, on “Replace” legislation

Tomorrow, December 15, Noon EST

Please join us for a conference call tomorrow, December 15, at noon to discuss the

Empowering Patients First Act, introduced by Georgia Rep. Tom Price, MD.

A majority of the American people continues to support repeal of the Patient Protection

and Affordable Care Act. There is also broad support for replacing PPACA with real

reforms that would improve access to health insurance and affordability of coverage.

Dr. Price, chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee, has reintroduced the

Empowering Patients First Act (H.R. 3000), a comprehensive bill that repeals PPACA

and replaces it with legislation intended to:

Improve access to coverage

Promote patient-owned coverage and portability

Improve health care delivery through doctor-led quality measures, and

Address health care costs through liability reform.

Please join us as Dr. Price discusses this legislation and how it would address the

current problems of access and affordability. He will be happy to take your questions.

The call will be jointly sponsored by the Galen Institute, the Institute for Policy

Innovation, and the State Policy Network. We hope you will join us for this important call.

Thank you to those who have already registered. If you would like to join this call,
please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org. You will receive the call numbers
when you register, and your registration will ensure that you receive any follow-up
materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute www.galen.org
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P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Matt Glanville
To: glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
Subject: Senate E-Clips, Dec. 5, 2012
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 9:49:39 AM

The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Gov. Mary Fallin talks fiscal cliff with Obama, congressional leaders

http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-

leaders/article/3734707

 

Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes down 2 anti-abortion laws

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-

laws/article/3734782

 

Health care challenge draws response

http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713

 

Oklahoma Lottery earnings for year will be lower than expected

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-

expected/article/3734687

 

Oklahoma executes man for 1993 shootings

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693

 

ACLU files judicial complaint over Oklahoma teen's church sentence

http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-

sentence/article/3734578

 

TU fires Athletic Director Ross Parmley

http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?

custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news

 

Judge upholds Aaron Stiles win in Cleveland County election

http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-

election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news

 

Spending cuts shadow Obama meeting with tribes

http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-

tribes/article/feed/471459

 

Oklahoma City metro-area candidates file for school boards posts

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-

posts/article/3734694

 

Prosecutor won't file charges in death of boy at Cordell church

http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-

21226

mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
mailto:glanville@lsb.state.ok.us
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-leaders/article/3734707
http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-talks-fiscal-cliff-with-obama-congressional-leaders/article/3734707
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-laws/article/3734782
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-strikes-down-2-anti-abortion-laws/article/3734782
http://newsok.com/health-care-challenge-draws-response/article/3734713
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-expected/article/3734687
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lottery-earnings-for-year-will-be-lower-than-expected/article/3734687
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-executes-man-for-1993-shootings/article/3734693
http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-sentence/article/3734578
http://newsok.com/aclu-files-judicial-complaint-over-oklahoma-teens-church-sentence/article/3734578
http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news
http://newsok.com/tu-fires-athletic-director-ross-parmley/article/3734685?custom_click=pod_headline_tulsa-news
http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
http://newsok.com/judge-upholds-aaron-stiles-win-in-cleveland-county-election/article/3734715?custom_click=pod_headline_norman-news
http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-tribes/article/feed/471459
http://newsok.com/spending-cuts-shadow-obama-meeting-with-tribes/article/feed/471459
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-posts/article/3734694
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-candidates-file-for-school-boards-posts/article/3734694
http://newsok.com/prosecutor-wont-file-charges-in-death-of-boy-at-cordell-church/article/3734686


church/article/3734686

 

Oklahoma AG warns of fake text message from banks
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Oklahoma City Council debates future of boulevard
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Oklahoma returns to a two-party state
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Edmond planners don’t recommend permit for Walmart market
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Economic index falls for Oklahoma, but state scores high in region
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-lsb-industries-to-build-new-chemical-plant-

in-arkansas/article/3734731?custom_click=pod_headline_financial-news

 

State businesses to be honored by Oklahoma Quality Foundation
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Oklahomans could lose extended unemployment benefits at year-end, commission

says
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Attorney: Oklahoma governor should reconsider her decision on Medicaid expansion
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Let bombing relief fund audit be completed before drawing conclusions
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Gov. Fallin, Obama discuss fiscal cliff's state impact
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High court rejects abortion laws
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Feds: Oklahoma Obamacare lawsuit fails to meet test of law
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State lottery commission seeks rule change to offer larger prizes
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Oklahoma's November collections match same period last year, treasurer says
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Legality of charter school, textbook bill argued before Supreme Court referee
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Mullin sees a split in Washington from the start
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Creek Nation chief says tribe will no longer pay into state horsemen's purse fund
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Complaint filed against judge's church order in teen DUI case
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Parole board delays changes to early-release policy
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'Fiscal cliff' deal hinted even amid harsh rhetoric
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Employers in search of veterans at job fair
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Car stolen in 1998 found in pond
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Ginnie Graham: Telling Patricia Spottedcrow's story
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City Council pay hikes not likely
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10 Commandments monument delayed in Poteau
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Insulated growth: New IBP branches in OKC, Tulsa expand with rising housing starts
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FDA gives ECG smartphone app green light
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Signs of economic strength: Miller not bothered by tax collections decrease
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[WWWO] Thirsty Texas seeks Oklahoma water
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Yakama Nation: Gas pipeline damages historic site
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Oil closes lower as ‘cliff’ negotiations drag on
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Asperger’s dropped from revised diagnosis manual
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High court says government can be liable for flood
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From: JRLR@telran.legislativeservice.com
To: Craig Perry
Subject: OK (2 ) Special NIGHTWriter Report for 09-11-2012
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 12:36:59 PM

House Public Health Committee

Tuesday, September 11, 2012, 9:00 a.m., Room 512A, State Capitol

Members Present: Rep. Enns, Chair; Rep. Cannaday; Rep. Cox; Rep. Grau; Rep.
McDaniel, Jeannie; Rep. Nollan; Rep. Roberts, Sean; Rep. Schwartz

Members Absent: Rep. Derby, Vice-Chair; Rep. Hilliard; Rep. Holland; Rep. Peters
; Rep. Ritze.

Others Present: Rep. Cooksey; Rep. Dorman; Rep. Nelson; Rep. Reynolds; Rep.
Williams; Angela Craig, Oklahoma Board of Dentistry; Bonnie Flannigan; Tommy
Thomas; Susan Rogers, Executive Director, Oklahoma Board of Dentistry; Bruce
Horn; Bradford Hoopes, President; Oklahoma Board of Dentistry; Scott Adkins;
James Sparks; Lynn Mears, Executive Director, Oklahoma Dental Association;
Candace Shaw, Assistant Vice Provost Academic Technology and Telemedicine,
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center; Bill Wood; Venkataraman Rajoram;
Kyle Nordof, Vice President Rural Development, Saint Anthonys Hospital; Sherri
Snyder, Executive Director, Child Advocacy Centers of Oklahoma; Steve Buck,
Deputy Commissioner, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Services; Don Stumiller, Chief of Medicine, Oklahoma Department of Corrections;
Robert McCaffree, Co-Director, Oklahoma Tobacco Research Center; Danny
McGoldrick, Vice President of Research, Tobacco Free Kids; Keith Reid, Oklahoma
Department of Health; James Allen, Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse

By Kristin May, the Journal Record Legislative Report

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  He said that the first study
was requested by himself and Nelson.  He said the representative for the dental
hygienists would speak first.  He then gave the floor to Nelson.

HSP2048

Nelson said he introduced legislation last year that would have added two dental
hygienists to the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry, but the legislation did not
advance.  He said they were there to explore the issue. 

The Chair said each person would have five minutes to speak, and the committee
could ask questions after both sides presented.

Craig said she was the current dental hygienists on the board, and she saw the
issue as a lost opportunity, because the hygienists did not have enough
representation.  They could be on many committees nationwide and then do more
work at home in the state.  She said the extra positions would not cost the
state any money as they paid licensing fees that went to the board.  She said
there were now over 1,800 dental hygienists in the state, and so they were
asking for another person.  She once thought the hygienists could work towards
getting their own board, but she recognized that it would not be good for the
state.  They were growing at a rate of 66 dental hygienists per year and needed
greater representation.  There was not a cost effective way to communicate with
the each other across the state.  She said this affected the people as dentistry
was a science and continued to change.
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Flannigan said she was an active member but just retired as the board's dental
hygienists.  She said she was also the legislative chair for Oklahoma Dental
Hygienists Association.  She felt they needed to help Craig with her workload on
the board, so they brought up the issue with the Speaker who thought it was a
good, nonpartisan issue.  They originally proposed it to the board, but they did
not want to vote on it.  So they went through legislation.

Thomas said it was pretty hard for one person to do all the work, and maintain a
job to pay the bills.  The issue was in other things board members were involved
in.  He mentioned lay people on the board outnumbered the hygienists.  There
would still be eight dentists on the board, because they did not want to take
over the board.  He said they just wanted to have representation for a quickly
growing field.

J McDaniel asked when was it decided to add two hygienists instead of creating
their own board. Craig said they decided to add the two because it would work
better if they all stayed in the family, and it had worked for 100 years. 

Nollan asked why the issue was so controversial.  Craig said they had a good
relationship between the parties, and that it had nothing to do with the cost to
the state, but more with the history.

Nelson asked about the lay members.  Craig said they were the only two positions
selected by the governor.  She said there were great and did a good job.

Cannaday asked about independent dentists.  Craig explained that dental
hygienists had to work under a level of supervision and could not be independent
.

J. McDaniel asked if the dental hygienist was the one position on the board that
covered the state with a tight agenda.  Craig said she represented all dental
hygienists, but there were five counties that don't have any.  She said she used
the Oklahoma Dental Hygienist Association's website to reach others across the
state.

Nollan asked if the term limits were set by statute. Craig said they were.

Rogers introduced the board members in attendance and then gave a quick history
pf the board.  She said it existed before the state did, and in 1919 dental
hygienists were recognized under the board.  She added that it was a non-
appropriated state agency. 

Horn said they were one of the few dental boards whose members were elected by
all the licensees in the districts.  He said they were talking about opening up
a statute and a lot could happen as a result.  The dental board protected the
public from the dentists, and the complaints were evenly distributed among the
board members.  The board president looked at the complaints and then assigned
them to members, thus the work load was not very heavy.  He said the number of
dental hygienists and dentists win the sate were proportional.  The relative
need for representation has not changed.  He said there were four different
examining agencies, and it was an honor to be asked to be an examiner. 

Hoopes said there was a difference in the education between the two position,
and that in the last 28 years there had been only four hygiene members on the
board.  He did not feel like the hygiene members focused on the things the board
needs to focus on as they only focused on the types of procedure they were
allowed to do. He said it was a waste of money and that the members donated
their time.  He would like to focus on the issues that effected the people of
Oklahoma and this was one of his main problems.  He said they did not need a
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board member to do some of those functions. 

Scott Adkins said the issues went back a long way, and that it was a scope of
practice issue. He said the role of hygienists was the same as the other
positions on the board, and all board members were equal on the board.  He said
it was probably not the time to be adding members when they were trying to
consolidate boards.  He said it was unrealistic to take it any further, and
argued that adding more members would have some cost for travel reimbursement. 

Sparks said there would be a financial cost unless the members were from
Oklahoma county.  He said they created the dental hygienist advisory committee
when he was president to develop and propose recommendations to the board and
advise the board in rule making.  He said they did not just have one person
advising the board, but the sitting board member and five hygienists.  He said
anyone could be the Chair. 

Nelson asked if the scope of practice was determined by board or statute  Rogers
said it was both as it was not always specified by statue, so the board would
expands it.  Adkins said they believed that it was a scope of practice issue,
but the hygienists believed it was coverage.  Rogers said that on the review
board hygienists had the same value as dentists and lay persons.  She noted that
Bar Association did not have paralegals on it.

Nollan asked Adkins to describe specifically how putting two more on the board
would be a scope of practice issue.  Adkins said that the interoperation by the
board of what anybody does was a scope of practice issue meaning what can and
cannot be done by whom for the oral health of the citizen of Oklahoma.  Nollan
asked if they were concerned about some of the dentists being absent, thus
putting them at a disadvantage when it came to voting.  Adkins said that was
part of it while the other part was about what priority they wanted to place the
oral health of Oklahomans. Means added that dentists learned everything a dental
hygienist did and more.  Most dentists did hygiene and the work thy had to be
specifically trained for when they were just beginning their practice.  She said
that having more dental hygienists overseeing more dentists would be
catastrophic as only a dentist can make the final decision and have that
training. 

Nelson asked about the value of the lay person. Horn said they would to the
board with the same experiences the general public had and that they would bring
that set of issues and knowledge and ask questions.

Williams said he looked up course requirements at the OU School of Dentistry
because of the dismissive tone of the differences in education. He noted that
dental hygienists had 16 hours of hard science with on actual lab while a
dentist had 52 hours of hard science with a lab.  He asked Adkins to speak on a
little more about the education requirements.  Adkins admitted that the
requirements are different, but the dismissive tone not intended, as dental
hygienists were valued.

The Chair gave the floor to Craig to respond.

Craig said she needed more help to do dental hygienists things.  She said they
different issues than dentists in that they would sometimes work several offices
, while a dentist would stay at his practice.  She said she did not want to take
over, and that she had already been over a case involving a dentist. She said
she was was elected by 1,800 dental hygienists, and one of the issues she worked
on was having standards written for volunteer clinics. She said the scope of
practice is in the law, but they did have an outdated practice act that need to
be updated.
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Reynolds asked what recommendations have the dental hygienists committee had
brought to the board.  Craig said the list of guidelines for clinics was one
along with getting rules passed for dental hygienists who have moved from state-
to-state.  Reynolds asked if the committee had recommendations to the board that
had been turned down.  Craig said that every single one had been turned down. 
She said that with the additional members, quorum won't even be met without the
dentists. She said that without out another member, there would be one to speak
for her when she did not have a voice.

Grau asked if the board and committee had explored alternative recommendations
like different types of appointing power to address situation of work load
without opening up statute.  Craig said that over a year, they appointed another
REB examiner appointed as the Rep. for the state.

Thomas closed by saying that a lot of information had been thrown out, but not
all of it was relevant.  He said it had nothing to do with the issue at hand and
that dental hygienists' license fees supported board just like dentists and will
still be outnumbered with the additional members.  He said it was an issue of
fair representation.

The Chair then recessed the committee for a five minute break at 10:31 a.m.

The Chair reconvened the meeting at 10:41 a.m.  He gave floor to Dorman to lead
the study.

HSP2070

Dorman said that even though legislation passed, the legislature had not done an
in-depth study on telemedicine, so he was leading it now.

Shaw said that over the past year, the environment has changed, and they were
invested to reduce cost and improve access to resources.  She said there were
about 17000 health apps to manage health for Apple products.  All major health
plans were investing in telemedicine.  She said the VA was considering having
all their physicians trained in telemedicine, and the National Health Reform
included several advancements.  She said they were looking at new ways to reduce
cost and increase use.  They wanted to look at shifting from the federal fee for
the service model to a local model.  The Oklahoma Universal service fund was the
lifeline to the access to care that is needed in their area.  They wanted to
eventually see access to care measured by access to broadband as well as access
to physical buildings.  They also wanted to see many rural and regional
providers lose the need to rely on metro areas for service.  The OU Health
Sciences Center mission was to lead and develop technology and assist in the
development of sustainable telemedicine services.  They would also use the
technology for education to prepare students for going out into a digital
medical world. 

Shaw then told the committee that Wood would be addressing them via the
technology they would use telemedicine. The standard of care of stroke had been
determined by experts, and staff had been educated in the standards.  It allowed
them to take care of strokes in much more efficient, successful manner.  He said
he chose strokes to focus on, because they state was part of stroke alley.  He
concluded that rural hospitals struggled with excellence of care. 

Shaw said she appreciated the continued support through policy, reimbursement,
and the expansion of Medicaid coverage for telemedicine.  They wanted the
ability to allow billing for telemedicine.  She then thanked them for their
support of telemedicine in Oklahoma.

Rajaram explained that cardiovascular disease was a board category and that they
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had made some progress.  He said the death rate in Oklahoma from cardio problems
was 171 compared to 130 nationally.  The state was ranked 49th in the nation. 
The state's stroke rates were 54.4 percent compared to 44 percent nationally. 
He said they were sobering statistics, but they could make great strides in
Oklahoma as they had done telemedicine in other states.  He said that access to
care was an issue, and there were different things that define telemedicine but
it as mainly the use of technology to provide clinical health care. He said that
did not include texting and emailing a patient.  The follow up was very
important in telemedicine. 

Nondorf said his hospital had deployed electronic health record to 33
practitioners and nine hospitals.  They had gone live at 13 facilities in the
state and also conducted some psychiatric evaluations.  They currently offered
tele-cardiology and mental health services.  There was a drastic need for this. 
He said they also did tele-EMT along with tele-nutrition.  He said they
experienced some pushback from private providers, but were trying to respond to
rural community hospital needs.  He said that might be the only way they
survived. 

Snyder said that with 18 Child Advocacy Centers, they used support services
along with what was available in the communities.  She said this was rooted in
tele-health.  She explained there was a very serious problem with providers not
being connected to see victims in the state.  They were using it for real time
interactions, peer reviews, and trainings.  It was all live between adults on
behalf of child abuse programs.  She then wanted to remove two myths: that only
severe cases deserved attention and only urban centers could help.  She said
they saved $15,000 on mileage reimbursement with telemedicine. She said it had
been a phenomenal thing for child advocacy centers and would allow them to
continue to extensively serve children. 

Buck said he would summarize three or four specific examples how tele-psychiatry
was used in communities.  Through telemedicine a satellite psychiatrists was
able to add an additional 500 patients.  He estimated there were 18-20 child
psychiatrists in the I-40 corridor, but they were able to connect those who
needed to see them through telemedicine.  He said there was distinct ways this
technology could be implemented. 

Stumiller said there were a number of situations where they required specialty
care and that they had began to use a Store and Forward program in 2001.  They
partnered with Integris to use Project Echo this helped them to improve the
access of quality for patients.  He said they often did conferencing with the
Infectious Diseases and that they saw this as improving access and overall
quality of care. 

Pettit said they did a lot of distance learning with their students.  He said
they had offices in Tulsa and Oklahoma City along with providing care for HIV/
AIDS to those who lived in rural Oklahoma.  This meant they would not have to
drive to tulsa for med checks.  He said that tele-health and tele-medicine were
very important to the state. 

Dorman then encouraged the committee members to check out the mobile
telemedicine vehicle at the east entrance.

Cox asked if Medicaid patients had access and were able to reimburse their
physicians on both ends. Shaw said that both ends were compensated.  Cox asked
if the modifier was increased on reimbursement for equipment.  Shaw said there
was a code they put in. 

Reynolds asked them to explain the disconnect between Oklahoma being the leader
in telemedicine but having the worst outcomes with heart attack.  He asked if
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they should eliminate telemedicine with those statistics.  Then he asked them to
compare rural versus urban heart attack statistics.  Rajoram said he did not
have those specific statistics, but Oklahoma had spearheaded telemedicine. He
said he could not say they had have achieved the level that would stamp out
cardiovascular disease.  Pettit said that in 2007, his department did a
comparison to look at cardiovascular disease.  They found the rural part of the
state was less healthy and had more cardio problems.  Reynolds said it looked
like they were talking about the convince fee.  He said that the people of his
district were offended that their tax dollars were being used for the convince
fee.  He said that people choose to live in rural Oklahoma.  Nondorf said that
the majority of tertiary hospitals used universal service funding as well, and
it could be used for people that travel from OKC to rural OK.  Reynolds said
that his constituents should not have to pay for health care in other districts
and subsidize someone else's health care.  He said they needed to take personal
responsibility.

Williams asked if telemedicine was being taught in schools as part of the core
curriculum.   Shaw said that while specific telemedicine interactions were not
part of the core, but trainings for telemedicine did happen.  She said it would
be integrated into nursing courses in the spring.  Williams asked if most
complaints were access to broadband and if the problem could be addressed. 
Dorman said they were working with the providers to get the high speed access to
western Oklahoma.  Pettit said some of it came down to local economics, and tele
-health was a way they could help that local economy.

The Chair then recessed the meeting at 11:51 a.m.

The Chair called the committee back at 1:11 p.m.  He gave the floor to Cox to
lead the study. 

HSP2061

Cox referred back to Dorman's interim study and how one doctor described
Oklahoma as "stroke alley."  Cox then said that Oklahoma also a lot of other
alleys that were reached by Nicotine Road.  He said there was no doubt that
cigarette and tobacco use were the number one cause of preventable diseases. He
said they were always looking to decrease tobacco use.  He then noted that a
similar study on would be done on October 3 by the Senate.  He said there was a
new product from Sweden "Snus" that was different because the consumer could
swallow the saliva and the product decreased incidents of tobacco related
diseases. 

McCaffree began with a story about a patient who used smokeless tobacco to get
off cigarettes, but died of cancer anyway.  He said that tobacco companies
recognized the changes in the society, which was why they purchased most of the
smokeless tobacco companies.  They continued to sell an addictive and deadly
product and were not interested in harm reduction.  Oklahoma lead the way in
terms of teens who used smokeless tobacco with twice as many as the national
average.  Half of teen smokers used smokeless tobacco as well.  He said there
were safe and effective ways for harm reduction, and the use of tobacco products
, although it was less dangerous, still was not safe.

McGoldrick said that the tobacco companies would try to convince the state to do
harm reduction by using tobacco products and promoting smokeless tobacco.  The
big cigarette companies now owned most smokeless tobacco companies, and it was
rather unlikely that they wanted their customers to stop.  He said that harm
reduction proposals had come on the heels of the biggest decrease in tobacco use
.  There were evidenced-based strategies to reduce use, but harm reduction was
not the way to do it.  He said that smokeless tobacco was harmful to the user's
health, was addictive, and caused disease.  The companies used Western and
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Cowboy themes which was why Oklahoma kids had a high rate of use.  He said the
tobacco tax was 46 cents below the national average at $1.03.  He estimated that
a dollar increase would encourage over 20,000 adults to quit.  The Public Health
service concluded that the use of smokeless tobacco was not a safe alternative
nor is it helpful to quit. It was a bridge product that allowed users to get a
fix when they could not smoke.  He said that every other cessation device had
been deemed effective.  They needed to make sure that anything that was promoted
as a smoking cessation is a safe and effective device.  He then highlighted the
key difference between Sweden and Oklahoma: Sweden was not allowed to market the
product.  He concluded by saying that 6,000 Oklahomans died of tobacco related
disease.

The Chair then allowed video testimony sent from the Stillwell mayor.  The
testimony was given by James Capps who was suffering with cancer caused by
tobacco.

Reed said that tobacco certainly took a personal toll and that tobacco use was
the leading cause of death in the country. The state ranked 48th in the nation
for tobacco use. They must perpetuate the science of tobacco control and prevent
disease by using evidence-based cessation strategies.  Smokeless tobacco was
addictive and caused disease, regardless studies from Sweden that were often use
to promote smokeless tobacco.  Aside from obvious cultural difference between
Oklahoma and Sweden, tobacco products were manufactured due to law governing
food, but the United States had no uniform manufacturing guidelines resulting in
more carcinogens.  Sweden did not permit the marketing of tobacco.  The use of
tobacco in Oklahoma was six percent higher than national average.  The state
doubled the national average for smokeless tobacco.  9 out of 10 teenagers
started smoking by age 18.  Smokeless tobacco was a gateway to cigarettes, and
they were encouraged by flavored products with less nicotine. One in four middle
school smokeless tobacco users use cigarettes.  Over half of high school
smokeless tobacco users also smoked cigarettes.  Dual use was a reality and adds
to the cumulative effect.  He urged the committee to reject any proposal that
was not evince-based.  Increasing taxes was a great strategy along with allowing
communities to set smoking guidelines, and these had yet to fully implement. 

Buck yielded his time to Allen.  Allen said that Oklahomans lost an average 25
years of life expectancy if they suffered from mental health or substance abuse.
 Tobacco use prevalence rates were triple that of Oklahomans without. He said 75
percent of those who used their services reported tobacco use.

Cox asked if knowing that there was fewer carcinogens in the smokeless tobacco,
wouldn't it be better to recommend it to patients.  Goldrick said they were
working to get patients off the products, and the American Heart Association did
not approach it.  He was not suggesting that it was not less harmful, but they
needed to think more broadly as the products were being used to get more people
smoking not quit.  Cox said they had not addressed the issue of second-hand
smoke.  He would never condone the use of smokeless tobacco but it kept side
effects down.  He then mentioned the federally supported methadone clinics that
were used to help people with heroin addictions, but people are dying from
overdoses of methadone.  Buck said they knew that for those heroin addictions
specifically that goal was not to continue addiction, but to step them down at
appropriate times.  Allen said it was done as part of treatment plan under
supervision of doctor.  He said it was comparing apple to oranges as methadone
was done in a clinical setting.

The Chair asked how much it put on the state for health care.   Goldrick said
the annual cost in Oklahoma was about $1.16 billion.

Cox thanked everyone for coming and reminded them of the Senate's similar
hearing on October third.
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Seeing no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 2:03 p.m.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: "Metro Monitor" Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 5 Stories.
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 5:10:18 AM

Search 'Governor of Oklahoma' Found 5 Stories.

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET
RANK: 44    

JUL 16 2012  9:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
10,757 

FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $83 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $249 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $100 

[**09:06:23 AM**] Preview Clip Officials say it took 6 units and two hours
to control. The good news, there were no injuries reported. GOVERNOR
FALLIN is honored with a new appointment at the tion fallen will serve as the
vice chair for the organization. She is the first vice chair ever to be appointed
from Oklahoma. Fallin is also the first republican woman to serve in this position.

 
2.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUL 16 2012  4:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
34,048 

News9 @ 4PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $533 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,599 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**04:04:29 PM**] Preview Clip Lly 42or installed around the memorial.
The National governors associatited Oklahoma governor, Mary fallin, vice chair
this weekend. GOVERNOR FALLIN is the first republican woman, to serve as
vice chair. Alled the position, "a welcome acknowlegement, of the legislative
successes, made in Oklahoma. Now to the latest in campaig 20, AMA hit the trail
in Ohio today, continuing to, build his argument that Mitt Romney sent jobs
overseas as the head of a private equity firm.

 
3.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUL 16 2012  11:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
24,632 

2 NEWS AT MIDDAY   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $72 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $216 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $75 
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[**11:05:23 AM**] Preview Clip Governors are faced with two decisions,
one is an expansion of medicaid, which is expected to extend coverage to
roughly 15 million low-income people. The second concerns new insurance
exchanges, projected to help an additional 15 million or so purchase private
insurance. Speaking of GOVERNOR FALLIN, she's adding a new title to her
resume. She will now be serving as vice chair for the National governors
association. The appointment was announced Sunday, as this year's annual nga
meeting came to a close.

 
4.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUL 16 2012  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
7,010 

2 NEWS TODAY AT 5 AM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $30 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $90 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $30 

[**05:06:06 AM**] Preview Clip Governors are faced with two decisions,
one is an expansion of medicaid, which is expected to extend coverage to
roughly 15 million low-income people. The second concerns new insurance
exchanges, projected to help an additional 15 million or so purchase private
insurance. Speaking of GOVERNOR FALLIN, she's adding a new title to her
resume. She will now be serving as vice chair for the National governors
association. The appointment was announced Sunday, as this year's annual nga
meeting came to a close.

 
5.  KAUZ-CBS  Television   WICHITA FALLS, TX-LAWTON,

OK, MARKET RANK: 142    

JUL 16 2012  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
6,791 

NEWSCHANNEL 6 @ 5PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $504 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,512 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $60 

[**05:25:43 PM**] Preview Clip Dixon's ex girlfriend, police say Dixon paid
David neal shepard three bars of silver to shoot sonnier in his home last week,
sonnier was the chief pathologist for covenant health system in Lubbock, a Texas
based organization is now helping authorities in their search for a missing
Louisiana college student. The search is for mickey shunich, the university of
Louisiana at Lafayette student has been missing since mid may, brandon Scott
Lavergne is booked for first degree murder and aggravated kidnapping in
mickey's case even though no body has been found, a grand jury is expected to
consider the case Wednesday, the defense attorney for an army private charged
for the biggest leak of military secrets in us history is trying again to have some
of his client's charges dropped, the attorney for private first class Bradley
manning wants two of the 22 charges dropped, prosecutors say the 24 year
oldOklahoma native gave hundreds of thousands of classified secrets to the
wikileaks website, manning's attorney says two of the charges from that leak are
improper, the judge has yet to rule, Oklahoma governor Mary fallin is in Detroit
today to renew her effort to push for natural gas powered vehicles, GOVERNOR
FALLIN join's Colorado governor John hickenlooper in a meeting with Chrysler
general motors and Ford today, Oklahoma Colorado and Texas are among 13
states that have signed a memorandum promising to invest in natural gas
vehicles to replace older cars and trucks, the aim is to create new demand
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forDomestically-produced natural gas as well as help make such vehicles more
affordable for average buyers, and those are your five developing stories at five,
we are following a number of stories for you tonight at six, Chris horgen joins us
with a look ahead, hi Ashley, good evening everybody, a lot of business owners
are getting some great training this week in Wichita Falls, we're looking at what
law enforcement officials are doing to keep them from becoming victims of crime,
plus, another Wichita Falls area athlete has signed to play sports in college, why
this young lady may beMore excited about class than the court, that's tonight at
six, we will see you in 30-minutes

 

Report Generated: 2012/07/17 05:10:13.437 (CT)

Total Story Count: 5

Total Nielsen Audience: 83,238

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $765

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $1,223

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $3,666

This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file and reference
purposes only.
Any reproduction, sale or distribution is prohibited.

Portions © 2011 Nielsen Media Research, Inc.
Ratings data contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: "Metro Monitor" Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 1 Story.
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 5:10:45 AM

Search 'Governor of Oklahoma' Found 1 Story.

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET
RANK: 59    

JUL 5 2012  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,403 
Fox 23 News Daybreak   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$65 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $195 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $70 

[**05:31:52 AM**] Preview Clip When almon first fled, there was another
10 year old boy in the truck. But almon dropped the boy off on the side of the
road and he eventually made his way home and was okay. A state Senator from
Enid is calling on GOVERNOR FALLIN to defy the federal government. Patrick
Anderson wants the governor to stand with other republican governors and
refuse to implement an expansion of medicaid, mandated by the affordable care
act. Texas, Louisiana, Florida and Wisconsin will not go along without a fight.

 

Report Generated: 2012/07/06 05:10:40.859 (CT)

Total Story Count: 1

Total Nielsen Audience: 7,403

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $70

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $65

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $195

This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file and reference
purposes only.
Any reproduction, sale or distribution is prohibited.

Portions © 2011 Nielsen Media Research, Inc.
Ratings data contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: "Metro Monitor" Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 6 Stories.
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 5:10:01 AM

Search 'Governor of Oklahoma' Found 6 Stories.

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 44    

JUL 4 2012 10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 35,767 
FOX25 Late Edition   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$112 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $336 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $125 
[**10:05:29 PM**] Preview Clip The rule went into effect over the
weekend. Smoking is also banned at all athletic facilities. The campus inally
planned areas set aside for smokers, however GOVERNOR FALLIN signed an
executive order, making the entire campus smoke-free. As many find a spot to
kick back and watch a big fireworks display tonight, folks in Mustang, are getting
some fox 25's kisha is live in Mustang tonight, at wild horse park. Kisha?

 
2.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 44    

JUL 4 2012  8:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 13,446 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$56 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $168 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**08:03:39 AM**] Preview Clip Despite last week's supreme court's ruling
on the affordable healthcare act, critics are the Louisiana governor has joined a
handful of republicans across the country who say they will not implement the
law in their state. I made the point to republican governors and certainly I and
Louisiana am going to stand up and say no, it kes ses o pushing GOVERNOR
FALLIN to follow suit. Senator Patrick Anderson says it would put too much of a
burden on Oklahoma taxpayers.

 
3.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 44    

JUL 4 2012  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,173 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$43 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $129 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 
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[**06:03:20 AM**] Preview Clip The Louisiana governor have jo of
republicans across the country who say they will not implement the law in their
state. N/ and I in Louisiana are going to stand up and say no, it makes no sense,
this is a bad law. Oneklah stateor is pushing GOVERNOR FALLIN to follow suit.
He says it would put too much of jp urden oahoma taxpayers.

 
4.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

59    

JUL 4 2012  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 18,114 
2 NEWS TODAY 6 AM   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$120 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $360 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $100 
[**06:34:44 AM**] Preview Clip Some state lawmakers are urging
governor Mary fallin to take a stand against implementing some parts the
president's health care act. State Senator Patrick Anderson says quote, "the
federal health care law will be disastrous for Oklahoma citizens. He claims
GOVERNOR FALLIN has already had enough time to consider last week's
ruling, and that she needs to announce a clear position on the topic. It might be
the fourth of July, but there's no celebrating for many around the country. Crews
are still working to restore power after last weekend's severe storms.

 
5.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

59    

JUL 4 2012  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,010 
2 NEWS TODAY AT 5 AM   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$56 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $168 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $30 

[**05:06:22 AM**] Preview Clip Some state lawmakers are urging
governor Mary fallin to take a stand against implementing some parts the
president's health care act. State Senator Patrick Anderson says quote, "the
federal health care law will be disastrous for Oklahoma citizens. He claims
GOVERNOR FALLIN has already had enough time to consider last week's
ruling, and that she needs to announce a clear position on the topic. The cost of
fighting flames. New information about the price tag on wildfires like the ones in
Colorado, and who's picking up the check.

 
6.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

59    

JUL 4 2012 10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 33,642 
Fox 23 News at 10   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$700 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,100 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $300 

[**10:17:04 PM**] Preview Clip Is it right to a certain extent, help more
people drive drunk out there blau says smart phones and the internet make it
easy to share information about where police are but he hopes if people see
there are checkpoints they won't just try to avoid them, they'll make sure to get
a cab home. It makes people understand there could be a consequence for their
drinking and driving sheriff whetsel says post all you want because they've
planned for people who try to get around the stops. If they take another route
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home, one of the things we have behind the checkpoints are saturation patrols
blau says prosecutors do take drunk drivers seriously and so do attorneys who
defend themi want to make sure that if they need drug or alcohol treatment they
get that they know that their time of drinking and driving is over with because I
don't want to see them again new tonight, a state Senator from Enid is calling on
"GOVERNOR FALLIN", to defy the federal government. Patrick Anderson
"wants" the governor to stand with other republican governors and refuse to
implement an expansion of medicaid, "mandated" by the affordable care act.
Texas, Louisiana, Florida, and Wisconsin will "not" go along without a fight.
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: August 9 or 10 Healthcare Summit
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:11:00 PM

 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
 
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Friday, December 30, 2011 10:41 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: RE: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
Thank you Dana.  The Summit actually covers both 9and 10 of August. The space for date only allowed 
room for 1 date. We would love to have her speak either of those dates. There is a breakfast and lunch 
time both days that we desire a keynote speaker to fill.
Carl Hook, M. D.
 
Sent from my Samsung Captivate(tm) on AT&T
 
Dana Wolpert <Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
 
Dr. Hook,
 
Thank you for your request. We schedule the Governor no earlier than 6 weeks out to prevent
cancellations. We will keep your request on file and will be in touch closer to the date
regarding her availability.
 
Thank you,
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
 
 
From: CMS form builder system [mailto:noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2011 4:08 PM

21249

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006538
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/www.FallinforBusiness.com
mailto:chook@plico-ok.com
mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov
file:////c/www.FallinforBusiness.com
mailto:noreply@www.ok.gov


To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form"
 
A user has completed the "Scheduling Request Form" form on your Web site.
Governor Fallin Scheduling Requst Form

To request that Governor Fallin attend an event, please fill out the form below.  Please
include as much information as possible in each field.  If you have questions, please call the
Scheduling Department at (405) 521-2342.

Name of the Event 
Explore: The OK Healthcar

Name of Group(s) Sponsoring the Event: 
PLICO; OSMA; OAFP

Date of Event: 
08/09/2012

Starting Time of Event: 
8:00 Breakfast

Ending Time of Event: 
12-1 pm Lunch time

Expected Length of the Governor's Remarks: 
30 minutes

Topic of the Governor's Remarks: 
OK Healthcare Delivery; Issues

Name of the person introducing the govenor and their relation to the group/event: 
Carl Hook, M.D.; Pres/CEO PLICO

Event Location/Address: 
Cox Center in OKC

Expected number of attendees: 
500

Please list any VIPs or elected officials also attending the event: 
Invited: Gov. Fallin Congressman James Lankford Commissioner John Doak

Please list the names, titles of those sitting with the governor: 
Carl Hook, M.D. Pres/CEO of PLICO Shari Moore, R.N. VP of Risk Management PLICO

Will the event be open to the public? 
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No

Are the media invited to cover the event? 
Yes

What is the dress code (for example: black tie, business, casual, etc)? 
Business Casual

Will there be sound equipment and podium (if not, please contact the Governor's Scheduling
Department to make alternate arrangements)? 
Yes

Please list the name of the contact for this event.  Please also Include a business number, an
after-hours number or cell phone number and an e-mail address for the event contact. 
Carl Hook, M.D. (O)815-4810 (m) chook@plico-ok.com

Please list a phone number at the event location: 
602-8500

Please list below background information on your event event or a brief history of your
organization.  Please also include a list of members or board members (if applicable), your
organization’s mission statement, and any relevant public policy goals sought by your
organization.  Please also provide details of any pending legislation or litigation and any
ongoing current events at the federal, state or local levels that would affect your organization
or in which your organization is interested. If there are specific concerns or topics that you
would like the governor to address, please also list them. 
Explore:Oklahoma Healthcare Summit 2012 will be the inaugural annual medical
symposium for doctors, nurses, PA's, hospital administrators produced by PLICO. Special
emphasis is being placed on healthcare delivery in the rural settings. Nothing else like this
has ever been produced before. It will provide Continuing Ed credits for all of the
participants listed. Keynote speakers are provided over this 2 day summit. Participants,
vendors, sponsors are all included in a social relaxation time the eve of Aug.9. PLICO's
mission is well known; Bd members include the CEO of OSMA, Ken King, and 15
physicians including OSMA President, and Dr. Jack Beller who is a candidate for OK
Senate on 2012. All physicians are interested in 'ObamaCare', TR and WC issues and
legislation.

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not
respond.
 
 
*******************************************************************************
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
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you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer. 
Thank you. 
*******************************************************************************
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: "Metro Monitor" Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 8 Stories.
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 5:13:18 AM

Search 'Governor of Oklahoma' Found 8 Stories.

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KFOR-NBC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET
RANK: 44    

JUN 29 2012  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
65,095 

NewsChannel 4 @ 6 AM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $400 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,200 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $250 

[**06:39:39 AM**] Preview Clip 37:03 "what this ruling did today it
provided some flexibility to states to choose to expand to cover more adults in
the future" the Oklahoma health care authority runs soonercare. Although the
president'n' covers the initial cost to expand coverage state officials believe the
state might still need an extra 500 miliodo important decisions on insurance now
waiting on the governor and state lawmakers to take action. 51:29 "we want to
make sure we get it right that we know what we are dealing with" GOVERNOR
FALLIN has the option of calling a special session to address how the state will
move forward. At this point- she doesn't plan on doing that. Adlib toss to David
there's a recall all parents need to know about this morning.

 
2.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 29 2012  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
61,142 

FOX Primetime News @ 9   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $683 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,049 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**09:10:42 PM**] Preview Clip In Washington craig boswell FOX News.
State leaders, are trying to federal deadlines and comply with the law. Fox 25's
Joe griffin tells us what GOVERNOR FALLIN'S office is doing, and what some
legislators say needs to be done. Joe? The governor's office has said it eafor the
state of Oklahoma. While GOVERNOR FALLIN rallies state agencies to come up
with a plan, some state house democrats fear the governor may play politics
instead of making Oklahoma comply with the new policy. It will have some sort
of impact on the state budget all eyes are on governor Mary fallin's office now
the Supreme Court has approved the president's health care reform plan.
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3.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET
RANK: 44    

JUN 29 2012  8:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
13,446 

FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $54 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $162 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**08:03:38 AM**] Preview Clip Danielle dupuy has our lawmakers
reactions. Good morning. GOVERNOR FALLIN was in cong%es along with her
delegates. Her stand has not change. Here is what she had to say rt
announcement.

 
4.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 29 2012  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
12,173 

FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $65 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $195 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**06:37:51 AM**] Preview Clip They ask thatdjr daily routine to cut down
on pollution. Oklahoma will be the new test ground for an unmanned aircraft
system. Listen to this, GOVERNOR FALLIN, the Oklahoma natiol
announcement. It will test unmanned aircraft near Lawton. The aircraft is to be
used in wildfires.

 
5.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 29 2012  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
38,861 

News9 This Morning   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $1,033 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $3,099 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200 

[**06:38:31 AM**] Preview Clip Oklahoma state leaders disappointed with
the ruling are planning their next move, including how to mpxw. State lawmakers
have not yet set up the required insurance exchange. GOVERNOR FALLIN says
she doesn't want to call a special session to do that. Stead, the federal
government may force it's model on Oklahoma. And lawmakers rejected 54
million dollars in federal money to helps the geven though Oklahoma voters
overwhelmingly passed a constitutional amendment against forced insurance
mandates, it takes a backseat to fedel if you're thinking of selling an old cell
phone, clearing the memory may not be enough!

 
6.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 29 2012  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
21,036 

News9 Morning Early Editio   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $50 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $150 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50 
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[**05:37:37 AM**] Preview Clip State leaders disappointed with the ruling
are planning their next move, including how to comply with the law. State aw not
yet set up the required insurance exchange. GOVERNOR FALLIN says she
doesn't want ll to do that. Instead, the federal government may force it's model
on Oklahoma. D lawmakers rejected 54 million dollars in federal money to help
set up the exchange.

 
7.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUN 29 2012  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
24,452 

NEWS ON 6 MORNING UPDATE   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $205 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $615 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 

[**05:03:35 AM**] Preview Clip Now that the court has ruled, the next
step is for all states to have a health insurance exchange operational by the first
day of 20-14. That's a tight deadline for Oklahoma, which stopped planning an
exchange after suing to have the law struck down. GOVERNOR FALLIN said
Thursday, she is still hopeful the law will be repealed lacie Lowry has more on
how these "exchanges" are susuosed to work. Oklahoma lawmakers can choose
a state-based exchange, which means the state runs the program and controls
which insurance companies participate and what kind of services are covered, a
federally-facilitated exchange, which means the federal governement runs the
show, or a hybrid plan called a federal-state partnership exchange. Rep glen
mulready, Tulsa: a federal insurance exchange, we don't have control.

 
8.  KAUZ-CBS  Television   WICHITA FALLS, TX-LAWTON,

OK, MARKET RANK: 142    

JUN 29 2012  6:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
12,948 

NEWSCHANNEL 6 @ 6PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $90 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $270 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $100 

[**06:21:05 PM**] Preview Clip States can design their own insurance
exchange but the deadline to do so is this fall. Without a special session,
Oklahoma may have to adopt a default federal exchange. GOVERNOR FALLIN
says she doesn't want to call a special session. The ruling also says anyone
receiving medicaid benefits will not see a reduction in funding. States do have the
option to opt-in to federal funding to increase the eligibility but again, no
medicaid funding can be taken away.

 

Report Generated: 2012/07/02 05:13:12.707 (CT)

Total Story Count: 8

Total Nielsen Audience: 249,153

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,380

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,581

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $7,740

This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file and reference
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: "Metro Monitor" Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 16 Stories.
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 5:13:26 AM

Search 'Governor of Oklahoma' Found 16 Stories.

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KFOR-NBC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET
RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
113,256 

NewsChannel @ 10   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $800 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,400 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,000 

[**10:03:59 PM**] Preview Clip Although the president's plan covers the
initial cost to expand coverage state officials believe the state might still need
an extra 500 mimiion dollars to pay for it through 2020. Important decisions on
insurance now waiting on the governor and state lawmakers to take action.
51:29 right that we know what we are dealing with" GOVERNOR FALLIN has
the option of calling a special session to address how the state will move
forward.

 
2.  KFOR-NBC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  4:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
33,908 

NewsChannel 4 at 4   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $195 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $585 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 

[**04:03:32 PM**] Preview Clip The question now is what's nexex for
states like ours who have already "opted out" of some parts of the healthcare
law including the oy's ruling. NewsChannel four's Jesse wells has more details
on the road ahead for Oklahomans, who have shown in polls that they are
against the health overhaul. GOVERNOR FALLIN said today she's extremely
frustrated by the not a big surprise. During her time in Congress fallin voted
against the federal healthcare law. At the same time, local legal experts say
there is good reason the court decided what it did.

 
3.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
77,009 
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Eyewitness News 5 @ 10PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $1,213 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $3,639 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $700 

[**10:03:28 PM**] Preview Clip Obamacare was bad law yesterday. Its
bad law today. 11 I have to tell you im extremely disappointed im extremely
frustrated by the ruling of the Supreme Court 16 GOVERNOR FALLIN was
clearly not happy with the decision. Heres what also remains in tact with the
courts decision children under 26 can remain on their parents health care plan
children with pre-exisitng conditions cannot be denied coverage and there will
be no limits on how much policies pay out. GOVERNOR FALLIN says she will
be looking closely at the implications this will have on our statesel(a%e. patient
choice 39 now there are people who are exempt from the federal law. If youre
a member of an Indian tribe. You or your familys income is too low to file a tax
return.

 
4.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  6:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
62,558 

Eyewitness News 5 @ 6PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $800 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,400 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $400 

[**06:01:16 PM**] Preview Clip Were reviewing the statute imdiaheythe
determinations as we speak. Attorney General Scott pruitt says hes not in favor
of the there were so tnk wneed to take some solits away that the courts
recognized that the individual mandate was unconstitutional and notr the cotory
for the states the legislators we spoke to today call this bill a one size fits all
solution ne its enough. Rem-dual they both believe this ruling will have
significant ic novembe GOVERNOR FALLIN says she still hopes this can be
overturned at some point. Reporting live in Southwest Oklahoma City, anita
blanton, koco, eyewitness news five. Cam GOVERNOR FALLIN also said shes
concerned about costs for individuals, businesses and the state. She says early
could cost the state up to a half billion dollars over time. We have a lot more
reaction to todays decision online.

 
5.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
27,019 

Eyewitness News 5 @ 6AM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $188 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $564 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $145 

[**06:01:57 AM**] Preview Clip The state was one of many that filed a
lawsuit against the healthcare plan. Oklahoma llederal funding to create a health
care agti what t Supreme Court decides. GOVERNOR FALLIN says she hopes
the law is overturned. She intends to determine the states ca and republican
presidential candidate Mitt Romney has some strong words about the health
care battle. He watsh scrapped.

 
KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET
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6.  RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
18,233 

Eyewitness News 5 @ 5AM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $82 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $246 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $60 

[**05:02:13 AM**] Preview Clip The state was one of many that filed a
lawsuit against the healthcare plan. Oklahoma mill to create a health care
exchange. Then, decided to take no action and wait to see GOVERNOR
FALLIN says she hopes the law is overturned. She intends to determine the
states course of action after todays decision. And republican presidential
candidate Mitt Romney has some strong words about the sapped.

 
7.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
35,767 

FOX25 Late Edition   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $83 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $249 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $125 

[**10:02:46 PM**] Preview Clip Both President Obama and Mitt Romney
campaigns say the decision has energized their supporters. In Washington craig
boswell fox 25 news. GOVERNOR FALLIN, was in Congress when the
affordable care act came to a vote. She, n voted against it. Stance on the issue,
hasn't changed.

 
8.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
61,142 

FOX Primetime News @ 9   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $900 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,700 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**09:01:47 PM**] Preview Clip The biggest issue, revolved around the
individual mandate, requiring health insurance, or pay a fine. The high court
says, it is* constitutional, can impose a tax on people without health insurance.
While republicans vow to repeal it, democrats, claim live in fear of losing health
insurance bc they lose a job jobi've scheduled a vote for total repeal of the
obamacare bill to occur on Wednesday, July 11 and that way we can clear the
way towards trying to again focus on re future that is premised on patient
centered care, lowering costs and affording bett acces GOVERNOR FALLIN,
was in Congress when the affordable care act came to a vote. She, along with
all of our delegates, voteagains allin's stance on the issue, hasn't changed.
Here's what she had to say ement.

 
9.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
109,460 
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News9 @ 10PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $2,502 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $7,506 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $950 

[**10:02:18 PM**] Preview Clip Stewart says the new health plan means
400-thousand of the 625-thousand 400-thousand of the 625-thousand
Oklahomans who currently don't have health insurance, will have it in four
years. They'll have it, because the new system will make it much easier for
everyone to get health screenings and preventative care. Critics charge the new
system will be much more expensive for everyone GOVERNOR FALLIN warns
a lot more expensive. Rt ederal health care bill was first passed would cost over
500-million-dollars for the state of Oklahoma. I can't see how it would, because
if we start to get care in a timely fashion, then it doesn't cost as much,
preventive care is much less expensive. 
[**10:04:02 PM**] Preview Clip State leaders, law. State lawmakers have
not yet set up the required insurance exchange. GOVERNOR FALLIN says she
doesn't want to call a special session to do that. Instead, the federal
government may force it's model on Oklahoma. And lawmakers rejected 54
million dollars in federal money to help set up the exchange.

 
10.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, MARKET

RANK: 44    

JUN 28 2012  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
57,038 

News9 @ 5PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $773 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,319 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $400 

[**05:03:06 PM**] Preview Clip The individual thousand or so without
health insurance, will force them to buy insurance or face a fine. Those people
will have greater access to exchange, no pre-existing condition limits, no health
underwriting, your rate will be r age, many people in your family you want to
cover and whether or not you smoke. GOVERNOR FALLIN was disappointed
in the decision and emphasized to me the use the election process to roll back
the affordable care act, she says it could cost the state a half-billion dollars.
Yow the Oklahoma, the people around the nation have the ability to voice their
opinions once again on the federal health care law come this November when
we vote. Hopefully we can elect a new ent nge Congress and change the
ussenate so that we can repeal the federal health care law and try to work
towards more free market solutions to ar costs.

 
11.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUN 28 2012  11:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience:
24,632 

2 NEWS AT MIDDAY   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $80 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $240 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $75 

[**11:03:27 AM**] Preview Clip They were holding out until the Supreme
Court issued its ruling today, betting that the key part of the law would be
struck down. Leaders never set up the required state-run health insurance
exchange, so they have a lot of work to do in a hurry now. Oklahoma
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GOVERNOR FALLIN just released a statement on the ruling, I'm extremely
disappointed and frustrated with the supreme court's decision. President
obama's health care policies will limit patient's healthcare choices and cost the
state of Oklahoma more than a half billion dollars in the process. Changes are
coming to the "today show.

 
12.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUN 28 2012  12:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
13,550 

FOX23 News at Noon   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $86 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $258 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $70 

[**12:03:15 PM**] Preview Clip They then decided to not take any action
on developing the program, hoping the Supreme Court would find the health
care act unconstitutional. The governor will now determine the state's course of
action. To read more on what state officials, including GOVERNOR FALLIN,
are saying about the ruling just visit fox23-dot-com and search for "health care
act" a bomb scare leads to evacuations at a south Tulsa Wal- Mart this
morning. The Tulsa fire department evacuated the store at 81st and Lewis after
a bomb threat was called in. Fire officials say they evacuated as a precaution,
but did not think it was a credible threat so they decided to wait it out.

 
13.  KTUL-ABC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUN 28 2012  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
52,485 

News 8 at 10   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $907 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,721 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $825 

[**10:05:22 PM**] Preview Clip State lawmakers first rejected 54-million
dollars in federal funding to create an online health insurance marketplace.
They also took no action on developing an exchange program, and decided
instead to wait on the court's ruling. GOVERNOR FALLIN says she is
extremely disappointed with the high court's ruling. She says, "president
obama's health care policies will limit patients choices, reduce the quality of
health care in the us and will cost Oklahoma more than a half billion dollars.
Senator Jim Inhofe says he will work to repeal the measure.

 
14.  KTUL-ABC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK: 59    

JUN 28 2012  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
30,850 

News 8 at 5   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $500 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,500 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $375 

[**05:00:42 PM**] Preview Clip Were quick to criticize the supreme
court's decision, but have offered no specifics on how they intend to proceed
with implementing its provisions. GOVERNOR FALLIN says she is extremely
disappointed and that president obama's health care policies will limit
patients'health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the us and will
cost the state more than a half billion dollars in the process. And Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott pruitt says, we must continue to oppose this act and
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multiple overreaching regulations proposed by the Obama administration that
cross the line of federal power. Here's a look at where Oklahoma stands on
implementing the federal health care overhaul, there are more than 624-
thousand residents that are uninsured.

 
15.  KAUZ-CBS  Television   WICHITA FALLS, TX-LAWTON,

OK, MARKET RANK: 142    

JUN 28 2012  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
6,791 

NEWSCHANNEL 6 @ 5PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $458 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,374 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $60 

[**05:22:48 PM**] Preview Clip Scale the National unemployment news is
a little better, the labor department reports weekly application for fell nearly ten
thousand last week, the four week average remained mostly unchanged, but
the unemployment rate has remained high since applications dropped steadily
over the winter, leading to concerns over the nations ongoing recovery, the
sooner state is staying at the forefront of aero-space technology, with some
help from texoma, how a multi million dollar research test site, will help the
local economy and one day save lives across the nation after the break on
NewsChannel six in h-d, you're watching NewsChannelSix more than ten million
dollars is coming to texoma to help fund two very pressing issues, that leads off
our five developing stories at five, state officials approved nearly two billion
dollars today, in additional transportation funding ten-point-seven million of that
will come to texoma, the city of Wichita Falls will get 6 hundred 50-thousand
dollars, to help build the new Wichita Falls travel center on Scott Street between
third and fourth street, the rest of the money will go toward the completion of a
portion of us two-77 south of Seymour to the knox countyLine, the highway will
be up-graded to four lanes, and is expected to cost more than twelve million
dollars, Wichita Falls is responsible for the rest of those funds, texoma is at the
fore-front of research, into UN-manned aerial vehicles, Oklahoma governor Mary
fallin says the Department of Homeland Security robotics aircraft for public
safety or raps will open a test site in Lawton, the study will bring in more than
a million dollars of research costs, to the test site, researches will work to find
safety applications of UN-manned arial vehicles, GOVERNOR FALLIN says the
aeroSpace industry is responsible for about a hundred 50-thousands jobs in
Oklahoma, it took an Amarillo jury less than two hours to find a former Texas
tech chemical engineering student guilty of trying to build a weapon of mass
destruction, federal prosecutors successfully proved the 22 year old spent years,
plotting a move to the United States hoping to plant a bomb that would kill
Americans including former president George W. Bush, he is now a convicted
terrorist who could spend the rest of his life in federal prison, he will likely not
see the outside of a jail untilHis next court appearance, his sentencing is set for
September eleventh, the jet-blue pilot who left the cockpit during a flight and
screamed about death and religion has plead not guilty, clayton f osbon is
charged with interfering with a flight crew, he entered his plea today in an
Amarillo federal court, a judge ruled earlier this month that the pilot is mentally
competent to stand trial, a trial date has not been set, if convicted he faces up
to 20 years in prison, the former neighborhood watch captain charged with
killing trayvon Martin is getting ready for another bail

 
KSWO-ABC  Television   WICHITA FALLS, TX-LAWTON,
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16.  OK, MARKET RANK: 142    

JUN 28 2012  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience:
20,589 

7 NEWS @ 10PM   Calculated Ad
Equivalency: $324 

 Calculated Publicity Value: $972 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $295 

[**10:07:13 PM**] Preview Clip Remember, no od, drink or coolers will b
alwed in the gate. Davedrones will soon be a common sight in the skies near
fort sill. GOVERNOR FALLIN announced today that the Department of
Homeland Security has chosen Oklahoma fo a federal program to research and
test small unmanned aircraft systems. She says it will involve a one-point-four
million dollar investment in its first year. The program will be operated at
Oklahoma state university's test site, and take advantage of the restricted
airspace around fort sill.

 

Report Generated: 2012/06/29 05:13:20.062 (CT)

Total Story Count: 16

Total Nielsen Audience: 744,287

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $6,130

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $9,893

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $29,673

This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file and reference
purposes only.
Any reproduction, sale or distribution is prohibited.

Portions © 2011 Nielsen Media Research, Inc.
Ratings data contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 10 Stories
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 5:20:37 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  OETA-PBS  Television   OKLAHOMA, MARKET
RANK: 45    

APR 14 2011  6:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: N/A 
Oklahoma News Report    

  
  

[**06:33:09 PM**] Preview Clip The incident was investigated by the
FAA, and inhofe has since completed a remedial training program, rather than
face possible legal action. The governor and legislative leaders are proposing an
alternative to a federally funded state health insurance exchange. Only weeks
after GOVERNOR FALLIN announced plans to use a 54 million dollar federal
grant to create the exchange, a new plan is in the works. Onr's Angela
rosecrans reports. Last month GOVERNOR FALLIN announced the state would
receive $54 million in grant money for a healthcare exchange. Many opposed
the opposition holding signs saying "don't tread on me. Opponents say this is a
back door way of bringing the federal healthcare law to Oklahoma.

 
2.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

APR 14 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,862 
FOX25 Late Edition   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$196 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $588 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $125 
[**10:06:31 PM**] Preview Clip System. "That is easier, said than done.
Because Thursday, GOVERNOR FALLIN, turned away, a 54-million dollar,
health care grant, from the federal government. The same grant, she was
publicly praising, just two weeks ago. Ago. 
[**10:07:41 PM**] Preview Clip Firm. "We believe that we can develop a
better solution, an Oklahoma based solution, on access to care and lowering
health care costs, costs. After the press conference, GOVERNOR FALLIN sent,
a press release saying, Oklahoma will establish, a health insurance, private
enterprise network. "We asked, where will we get, the money to pay for it. No
one ever replied, to our question.

 
3.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

APR 14 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,862 
FOX25 Late Edition   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$92 
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 Calculated Publicity Value: $276 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $125 

[**10:13:43 PM**] Preview Clip The bill, would require women who want
abortion coverage, to buy optional supplemental insurance with a separate
premium. Senators have also passed the bill. GOVERNOR FALLIN is now
reviewing it. The proposed changes are the topic for tonight's ur voice. We
asked you, if you think the government should tell insurance companies whether
to cover abortions.

 
4.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

APR 14 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 28,684 
FOX Primetime News @ 9   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$1,067 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $3,201 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**09:08:37 PM**] Preview Clip System. "That is easier, said than done.
Because Thursday, GOVERNOR FALLIN, turned away, a 54-million dollar,
health care grant, from the federal government. The same grant, she was
publicly praising, just two weeks ago. Ago. 
[**09:09:49 PM**] Preview Clip Firm. "We believe that we can develop a
better solution, an Oklahoma based solution, on access to care and lowering
health care costs, costs. After the press conference, GOVERNOR FALLIN sent,
a press release saying, Oklahoma will establish, a health insurance, private
enterprise network. "We asked, where will we get, the money to pay for it. No
one ever replied, to our question. 
[**09:10:23 PM**] Preview Clip The bill, would require women who want
abortion coverage, to buy optional supplemental insurance with a separate
premium. Senators have also passed the bill. GOVERNOR FALLIN is now
reviewing it. Health insurance and abortion, is the topic of tonight's ur voice. We
want to know, what you think: should the government, be telling insurance
companies, whether, to cover abortions?

 
5.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

APR 14 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 28,684 
FOX Primetime News @ 9   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$400 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,200 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**09:29:57 PM**] Preview Clip State representative Mike Sanders claims
he told dhs about disgusting living conditions in the mallorys'home days before
they ran off. Dhs says, it's just one part of the system. GOVERNOR FALLIN
announces today, Oklahoma will reject a 54-million dollar federal health care
grant. She was praising the grant just two weeks ago. Democrats say, by law
Oklahoma must still implement the plan.

 
6.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

APR 14 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,160 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$15 
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 Calculated Publicity Value: $45 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**06:31:15 AM**] Preview Clip Plus an abortion bill heads to
GOVERNOR FALLIN'S desk. We'll tell you what changes it will make paying
for abortions with healthcare insurance.

 
7.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

APR 14 2011  12:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 39,889 
News On 6 At Noon   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$540 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,620 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $300 

[**12:05:24 PM**] Preview Clip Keith ballard, Tulsa superintendent of
schools: "of course it's unfair, but I'm doing what I truly believe is in the best
interest of the students. Ballard said all of the hard decisions that will be made
in the next month, should have been made over the last 25 years but weren't.
Covering the capitol this morning, GOVERNOR FALLIN signs a bill giving
school boards more power to hire and fire teachers, it changes the process of
evaluations, and how a teacher could appeal a termination. Now the Oklahoma
education association says it's disappointed in the new law, the oea released
this statement saying quote" it is unfortunate that now a teacher's job will be
decided by a school board which is a political body and by people who could
have personal agendas". Checking the gas gauge at noon, prices are up from
this time yesterday.

 
8.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

APR 14 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 34,653 
Six In The Morning   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$495 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,485 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450 

[**07:03:46 AM**] Preview Clip The Oklahoma house has given final
approval to anti-abortion legislation that prohibits standard health insurance
policies from including coverage of elective abortions. The measure would
require people who want abortion coverage to purchase optional supplemental
insurance with a seperate premium. The senate-passed measure was approved
84 to 10 by the house now goes to GOVERNOR FALLIN to be signed into law.
The EPA will hold a public meeting today in Tulsa, to talk about a proposed
plan to clean up Oklahoma's air. The EPA is proposing a plan to reduce pollution
from three of Oklahoma's oldest coal-fired power plants.

 
9.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

APR 14 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,617 
News on 6 Morning Update   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$410 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,230 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 

[**05:05:06 AM**] Preview Clip Nearly half of the state's 21-hundred
dams will need repairs over the next 10 years. The dams prevent more than 80
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million dollars in flood damage each year. Covering the capitol this morning,
GOVERNOR FALLIN signs a bill giving school boards more power to hire and
fire teachers, it changes the process of evaluations, and how a teacher could
appeal a termination. Now the Oklahoma education association says it's
disappointed in the new law, the oea released this statement saying quote" it is
unfortunate that now a teacher's job will be decided by a school board which is
a political body and by people who could have personal agendas". The
Oklahoma house has given final approval to anti-abortion legislation that
prohibits standard health insurance policies from including coverage of elective
abortions. 
[**05:05:51 AM**] Preview Clip The Oklahoma house has given final
approval to anti-abortion legislation that prohibits standard health insurance
policies from including coverage of elective abortions. The measure would
require people who want abortion coverage to purchase optional supplemental
insurance with a seperate premium. The senate-passed measure was approved
84 to 10 by the house and now goes to GOVERNOR FALLIN to be signed into
law. Some parents are sick of hearing no at the state capitol, and it looks like
they've heard it once again. The fight continues for parents who want therapy
for their kids with autism.

 
10.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

APR 14 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,617 
News on 6 Morning Update   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$180 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $540 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 
[**05:31:22 AM**] Preview Clip Authority has resigned. Yesterday Kevin
easley turned in his resignation, less than two months after our Oklahoma
impact investigation into easley's salary. His resignation comes after
GOVERNOR FALLIN called for an audit of the grda and two state legislators
began looking into easley's actions following his interview with our Oklahoma
impact team. In that interview easley defended his 90-thousand dollar, UN-
announced salary increase. Just after receiving the raise, easley signed a five-
year contract with grda making 225-thousand dollars a year.

 

Report Generated: 2011/04/15 05:20:30.984 (CT)

Total Story Count: 10

Total Nielsen Audience: 135,865

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $2,365

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $3,394

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $10,185

This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file and reference
purposes only.
Any reproduction, sale or distribution is prohibited.

Portions © 2011 Nielsen Media Research, Inc.
Ratings data contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 9 Stories
Date: Friday, April 01, 2011 5:14:01 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  OETA-PBS  Television   OKLAHOMA, MARKET RANK:
45    

MAR 31 2011  6:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: N/A 
Oklahoma News Report    

  
  

[**06:33:35 PM**] Preview Clip Onr's Liz exxon joins us with that story
and more. Liz? GOVERNOR FALLIN is calling on the republican-led legislature
to get major bills changing the state's public education system to her desk in the
next two weeks. But today house democrats labeled those bills as unfunded
mandates as the legislature continues to ignore state law requiring an education
budget by April 1st. Details from onr's Steve Bennett. 
[**06:35:31 PM**] Preview Clip GOVERNOR FALLIN and Jeb Bush and
legislative leaders called for a conference on Monday to have legislators pass bills
patterned after changes made in Florida. Former governor bush urged
republicans not to compromise. Democrats say they're not impressed with the
changes Florida has made to its public schools.

 
2.  OETA-PBS  Television   OKLAHOMA, MARKET RANK:

45    

MAR 31 2011  6:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: N/A 
Oklahoma News Report    

  
  

[**06:57:40 PM**] Preview Clip And now here's some events coming up in
Oklahoma this weekend. On the next onr, GOVERNOR FALLIN goes before
Oklahoma broadcasters during their yearly convention. We'll have details Friday
night at 6:30 and online. For more information and to watch videos online, go to
the onr website at news@oeta.

 
3.  KFOR-NBC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 31 2011  4:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 32,108 
First News @4:30   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$135 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $405 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 
[**04:35:55 PM**] Preview Clip That law was sparked by a contentious
meeting between the new school superintendent, Janet baressi, and a board of
democratic appointees. Schools are bracing for lawmakers budget decisions as
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well, the senate president pro tem predicts the budget for schools will be cut up
to 7 percent. GOVERNOR FALLIN recommended only a 3-percent cut. Last
night at ten we brought you breaking news about a deadly shooting at
Southwest 38th and villa place. Police today say they're still trying to identify the
victim whose body was found in a vehicle there.

 
4.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 31 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 31,592 
News9 This Morning   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$487 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,461 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200 

[**06:35:10 AM**] Preview Clip Our Oklahoma impact team tells how the
crime could be solved and why the suspect could disappear, tonight at ten.
Sweeping education reform in Oklahoma has yet to be etched into law, and
already it's getting high praise from a known education reformer. Florida's former
governor Jeb Bush, joined GOVERNOR FALLIN, and state superintendent Janet
barresi at the state capitol Wednesday. They talked about education in our state,
and promised to do everything they can to create academic exellence, governor
bush had high praise for Oklahoma's education plans. Oklahoma's got it right,
better than any state right now, in terms of the comprehensive nature of
reforms. 
[**06:35:39 AM**] Preview Clip Oklahoma's got it right, better than any
state right now, in terms of the comprehensive nature of reforms. Several
education reform bill, are still going through the state legislature. GOVERNOR
FALLIN will have to sign them, to get the ball rolling Oklahoma's governor and
lieutenant governor are heading back to school. Mary fallin and Todd lamb will
share duties as speakers at osu's three commencement ceremonies.
GOVERNOR FALLIN will speak at the first ceremony in the morning. Governor
lamb will speak at the second and third. Both are OSU alumni.

 
5.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 31 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 13,276 
News9 Morning Early Editio   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$65 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $195 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50 

[**05:37:13 AM**] Preview Clip "The underperforming schools were no
longer underperforming, 'they were d and fi can't tell you how powerful that is to
get people to say, holy schneike, we'd better do something different', bush says
changing the ways schools are graded on peformance was the first step he took
in Florida and it paid immediate dividends. GOVERNOR FALLIN and lt.
Governor Todd lamb are heading back to school. The two will share duties as
speakers at osu's upcoming commencement ceremonies. GOVERNOR FALLIN
will speak at the first ceremony in the morning. Governor lamb will speak at the
second and third. Both Mary fallin and Todd lamb are OSU alumni.

 
6.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 31 2011  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 26,935 
FOX23 News at 5   Calculated Ad Equivalency:
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$227 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $681 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200 
[**05:34:12 PM**] Preview Clip Governor Mary fallin*has "replaced" a
member of the state board of education*Tulsa community foundation CEO Phil
lakin* will now step in and replace Tim gilpin. Gilpin* decided not to seek a new
term on the board, after a fallout in January* wiwi state school superintendent
Janet barresi* regarding barresi's* choices for education jobs. GOVERNOR
FALLIN* praised lakin* calling him an accomplished civic leader. A Tulsa man is
behind bars right now following an early morning g standoff with police. Corey
endthoff* faces several charges including "shooting with intent to kill".

 
7.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 31 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 34,653 
Six In The Morning   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$1,590 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $4,770 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450 

[**07:04:03 AM**] Preview Clip Hello John. John gives traffic report does
standard outcue does not read former Florida governor Jeb Bush former Florida
governor Jeb Bush says Oklahoma is p`former Florida governor Jeb Bush says
Oklahoma is former Florida governor Jeb Bush says Oklahoma is positioning itself
to truly raise the bar in education and make schools better. Bush was in
Oklahoma Wednesday, joining GOVERNOR FALLIN, state superintendent Janet
barresi and legislative leaders at the capitol to discuss education reform. Bush is
credited with turning around florida's public education system through a series of
reforms, many of which are now being considered by Oklahoma lawmakers.
Among the measures making their way through the legislature right now,
legislation that would give a letter grade to schools each year, a bill that would
end social promotion of students the practice of advancing struggling students
just to keep them with their friends after third grade, and the end of 'trial de
novo, 'making it easier for districts to fire underperforming teachers.

 
8.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 31 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,617 
News on 6 Morning Update   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$405 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,215 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 

[**05:33:39 AM**] Preview Clip Lawmakers are facing a 500 million dollar
hole in next year's budget and are looking to control spending for the State
Department of corrections. Sweeping education reform in Oklahoma has yet to
be etched into law, and already it's getting high praise from a known education
reformer. Florida's former governor Jeb Bush, joined GOVERNOR FALLIN, and
state superintendent Janet barresi at the state capitol Wednesday. They talked
about education in our state, and promised to do everything they can to create
academic exellence, governor bush had high praise for Oklahoma's education
plans. Frm gov Jeb Bush/r) Florida: Oklahoma's got it right, better than any state
right now, in terms of the comprehensive nature of reforms. 
[**05:34:12 AM**] Preview Clip Frm gov Jeb Bush/r) Florida: Oklahoma's
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got it right, better than any state right now, in terms of the comprehensive
nature of reforms. Several education reform bill, are still going through the state
legislature. GOVERNOR FALLIN will have to sign them, to get the ball rolling.
The president of Tulsa company, cfstwo, bill bartmann, says he's launching a
National campaign to reform the debt collection industry. Bartmann says he's
starting the program in Tulsa that includes a 10 point plan he calls the bartmann
bill, that could reform state debt collection laws.

 
9.  KQCW-CW  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 31 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,037 
News on 6 at 9    

  
  

[**09:05:26 PM**] Preview Clip The school board will vote on a course of
action on May second, just one week after the last meeting. We'll post this new
schedule on news on six-dot-com, where you can also learn more about the
three overhaul proposals. We have new developments tonight in GOVERNOR
FALLIN'S plan to create a health insurance exchange for Oklahomans. The sena
president pro tem says tonight, the state te will not consider the issue. Nearly a
dozen republicans showed up at an event last week where the governor was
speaking, to protest her bill creating an insurance exchange.

 

Report Generated: 2011/04/01 05:14:10.008 (CT)

Total Story Count: 9

Total Nielsen Audience: 158,218

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,200

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,908

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $8,727

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.
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contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

 

21272

http://67.214.99.203/Player.aspx?ClipId=,S,201103,beb70f2f-9eb1-401f-b53a-5709a7ea4e77&ReqServer=NDS5%5cNDS5&QueryName=Metro%20Monitor%20NewsTracker%20Report&Offset=326&Time=12gq2Vvf(74f(74nb7vniVvf(74f(74f(2&E=12gfH7xf27Jfr*IYrjvq2V4l274c(2&EM=Notify%20your%20monitoring%20service%20provider%20to%20obtain%20this%20clip.&rai=91629E00-4F88-11D7-80A6-00B0D020616E&ran=MetroMonitor&roi=91629E00-4F88-11D7-80A6-00B0D020616E&ron=MetroMonitor&run=Bryan%20Council&rut=&pbp=N
http://67.214.99.203/Player.aspx?ClipId=,S,201103,beb70f2f-9eb1-401f-b53a-5709a7ea4e77&ReqServer=NDS5%5cNDS5&QueryName=Metro%20Monitor%20NewsTracker%20Report&Offset=326&Time=12gq2Vvf(74f(74nb7vniVvf(74f(74f(2&E=12gfH7xf27Jfr*IYrjvq2V4l274c(2&EM=Notify%20your%20monitoring%20service%20provider%20to%20obtain%20this%20clip.&rai=91629E00-4F88-11D7-80A6-00B0D020616E&ran=MetroMonitor&roi=91629E00-4F88-11D7-80A6-00B0D020616E&ron=MetroMonitor&run=Bryan%20Council&rut=&pbp=N


From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
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DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KFOR-NBC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 27 2011  9:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 38,874 
NewsChannel 4 @ 9 AM   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $140 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $420 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $175 
[**09:32:34 AM**] Preview Clip When Mary fallin got elected I said on
this show that her concern would be the republican party not the democrats in
the legislature because the republicans are in control of both houses. There are
some people in the legislature that the best way for them to get in the press is
to attack whoever is in charge. Right now that's GOVERNOR FALLIN. Right,
right, right. Let's look at it this way.

 
2.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 11,105 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $67 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $201 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**07:18:06 AM**] Preview Clip Leave some extra time on your morning
drive. Protests at Mary fallin's appearance yesterday, they are opposed to her
accepting a $54 million government grant for an insurance exchange.
GOVERNOR FALLIN said the exchange would allow consumers to shop for the
best health insurance for their needs. Protestors say it still puts government in
charge of healthcare. State Department of health officials say 20 Oklahomans
have died from the flu during the flu season.

 
3.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  4:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 36,625 
News9 @ 4:30   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $667 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,001 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**04:31:48 PM**] Preview Clip Taking a look at news across the state,
lawmakers are predicting budget cuts here could be deeper than estimated.
They say budgets, for some state agencies, could be cut, by as much as 7
percent. That's much deeper, than the original, 3 to 5 percent cuts, proposed in
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GOVERNOR FALLIN'S, executive budget. Negotiations, are ongoing.
Lawmakers are trying to fill, a 500 million dollar hole, in the state budget.
GOVERNOR FALLIN, proposed two ways, to boost revenue, but neither one,
has received much support, from lawmakers. Lieutenant governor Todd lamb
announces, Oklahoma City will host the National lieutenant governor's
association's annual meeting in 20-13. This year the association will hold its
meeting in Puerto Rico and next year in Chicago.

 
4.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 31,592 
News9 This Morning   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $253 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $759 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200 
[**06:04:21 AM**] Preview Clip Two of fallin's ideas to boost revenue, a
100-million dollar information technology bond issue, and a 104-million dollar
plan to switch to a two-year car registration system, don't seem to be going
anywhere in the legislature. Some Oklahoma republicans protest Oklahoma's
republican governor. GOVERNOR FALLIN was speaking to health insurance
professionals about her plan to set up a state insurance exchange in Tulsa.
Outside, protesters held up signs criticizing what they call fallin-care. They say
the governor is accepting more than 50-million dollars that will lock the state
into the president's healthcare plan.

 
5.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 13,276 
News9 Morning Early Editio   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $67 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $201 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50 

[**05:04:12 AM**] Preview Clip Two of fallin's ideas to boost revenue, a
100-million dollar information technology bond issue, and a 104-million dollar
plan to switch to a two-year car registration system, don't seem to be going
anywhere in the legislature. Some Oklahoma republicans protest Oklahoma's
republican governor. GOVERNOR FALLIN was speaking to health insurance
professionals about her plan to set up a state insurance exchange in Tulsa.
Outside, protesters held up signs criticizing what they call fallin-care. They say
the governor is accepting more than 50-million dollars that will lock the state
into the president's healthcare plan.

 
6.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 45,262 
2 News at 5   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $125 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $375 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 
[**05:03:59 PM**] Preview Clip Anyone with information can call crime
stoppers at 596-cops. State agencies may have to cut their budgets even more
than current estimates. Most agencies had been told to expect cuts of three to
five percent based on GOVERNOR FALLIN'S proposed budget. Now leaders in
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Oklahoma City say some agencies could see cuts of up to seven-percent. They
say two of the governor's proposals for generating revenue don't have much
legislative support.

 
7.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  11:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 22,632 
2 News at Midday   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $70 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $210 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $75 

[**11:04:45 AM**] Preview Clip Challenges for the state could be worse
than some thought. Lawmakers in Oklahoma City say state agencies may have
to cut more from their budgets next fiscal year than earlier estimates. Most
agencies had been told to expect cuts of three to five percent based on
GOVERNOR FALLIN'S proposed budget. Now leaders in Oklahoma City say
some could see cuts of up to seven percent. They say it's because two of the
governor's proposals for generating revenue don't have much legislative
support.

 
8.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 10,144 
Fox 23 News Daybreak   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $84 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $252 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $70 

[**05:00:31 AM**] Preview Clip Here's a look at this morning's headlines,
"here's a look at what's making news right now. The us and nato have come to
an agreement on when nato will take over, but some back home say the
damage is done. GOVERNOR FALLIN was in green country yesterday, but this
time around she was greeted by protestors. Find out why tulsans are upset. But
first, while you were sleeping, a man driving the wrong way on highway 169
rrowly avoids crashing head on into an off duty police officer, then clips two
other cars, before crash landing.

 
9.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 34,653 
Six In The Morning   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $540 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,620 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450 

[**07:02:50 AM**] Preview Clip But, house and senate leaders say some
agencies will likely see cuts up to seven percent. Two of fallin's ideas to boost
revenue don't seem to be going anywhere in the legislature. GOVERNOR
FALLIN is taking a hit from her right flank over healthcare reform. She was in
Tulsa yesterday, speaking to a group of heatlh insurance professionals. Outside,
protesters held up signs criticizing what they call they say accepting more than
50-million dollars to set up a state health insurance exchange will lock
Oklahoma into the president's healthcare plan.

 
KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:
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10.  61    

MAR 25 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,617 
News on 6 Morning Update   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $170 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $510 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 
[**05:01:47 AM**] Preview Clip But, house and senate leaders say some
agencies will likely see cuts up to seven percent. Two of fallin's ideas to boost
revenue don't seem to be going anywhere in the legislature. GOVERNOR
FALLIN is taking a hit from her own party over healthcare reform. She was in
Tulsa yesterday, speaking to a group of heatlh insurance professionals. Outside,
protesters held up signs criticizing what they call they say accepting more than
50-million dollars to set up a state health insurance exchange will lock
Oklahoma into the president's healthcare plan.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/28 05:09:21.578 (CT)

Total Story Count: 10

Total Nielsen Audience: 256,780

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,885

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,183

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $6,549

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.

 

 
Portions © 2008 Nielsen Media Research, Inc. Ratings data
contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 10 Stories
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 5:06:56 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KFOR-NBC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 27 2011  9:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 38,874 
NewsChannel 4 @ 9 AM   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $140 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $420 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $175 
[**09:32:34 AM**] Preview Clip When Mary fallin got elected I said on
this show that her concern would be the republican party not the democrats in
the legislature because the republicans are in control of both houses. There are
some people in the legislature that the best way for them to get in the press is
to attack whoever is in charge. Right now that's GOVERNOR FALLIN. Right,
right, right. Let's look at it this way.

 
2.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 11,105 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $67 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $201 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**07:18:06 AM**] Preview Clip Leave some extra time on your morning
drive. Protests at Mary fallin's appearance yesterday, they are opposed to her
accepting a $54 million government grant for an insurance exchange.
GOVERNOR FALLIN said the exchange would allow consumers to shop for the
best health insurance for their needs. Protestors say it still puts government in
charge of healthcare. State Department of health officials say 20 Oklahomans
have died from the flu during the flu season.

 
3.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  4:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 36,625 
News9 @ 4:30   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $667 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,001 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**04:31:48 PM**] Preview Clip Taking a look at news across the state,
lawmakers are predicting budget cuts here could be deeper than estimated.
They say budgets, for some state agencies, could be cut, by as much as 7
percent. That's much deeper, than the original, 3 to 5 percent cuts, proposed in
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GOVERNOR FALLIN'S, executive budget. Negotiations, are ongoing.
Lawmakers are trying to fill, a 500 million dollar hole, in the state budget.
GOVERNOR FALLIN, proposed two ways, to boost revenue, but neither one,
has received much support, from lawmakers. Lieutenant governor Todd lamb
announces, Oklahoma City will host the National lieutenant governor's
association's annual meeting in 20-13. This year the association will hold its
meeting in Puerto Rico and next year in Chicago.

 
4.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 31,592 
News9 This Morning   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $253 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $759 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $200 
[**06:04:21 AM**] Preview Clip Two of fallin's ideas to boost revenue, a
100-million dollar information technology bond issue, and a 104-million dollar
plan to switch to a two-year car registration system, don't seem to be going
anywhere in the legislature. Some Oklahoma republicans protest Oklahoma's
republican governor. GOVERNOR FALLIN was speaking to health insurance
professionals about her plan to set up a state insurance exchange in Tulsa.
Outside, protesters held up signs criticizing what they call fallin-care. They say
the governor is accepting more than 50-million dollars that will lock the state
into the president's healthcare plan.

 
5.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 25 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 13,276 
News9 Morning Early Editio   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $67 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $201 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $50 

[**05:04:12 AM**] Preview Clip Two of fallin's ideas to boost revenue, a
100-million dollar information technology bond issue, and a 104-million dollar
plan to switch to a two-year car registration system, don't seem to be going
anywhere in the legislature. Some Oklahoma republicans protest Oklahoma's
republican governor. GOVERNOR FALLIN was speaking to health insurance
professionals about her plan to set up a state insurance exchange in Tulsa.
Outside, protesters held up signs criticizing what they call fallin-care. They say
the governor is accepting more than 50-million dollars that will lock the state
into the president's healthcare plan.

 
6.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 45,262 
2 News at 5   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $125 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $375 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 
[**05:03:59 PM**] Preview Clip Anyone with information can call crime
stoppers at 596-cops. State agencies may have to cut their budgets even more
than current estimates. Most agencies had been told to expect cuts of three to
five percent based on GOVERNOR FALLIN'S proposed budget. Now leaders in
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Oklahoma City say some agencies could see cuts of up to seven-percent. They
say two of the governor's proposals for generating revenue don't have much
legislative support.

 
7.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  11:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 22,632 
2 News at Midday   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $70 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $210 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $75 

[**11:04:45 AM**] Preview Clip Challenges for the state could be worse
than some thought. Lawmakers in Oklahoma City say state agencies may have
to cut more from their budgets next fiscal year than earlier estimates. Most
agencies had been told to expect cuts of three to five percent based on
GOVERNOR FALLIN'S proposed budget. Now leaders in Oklahoma City say
some could see cuts of up to seven percent. They say it's because two of the
governor's proposals for generating revenue don't have much legislative
support.

 
8.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 10,144 
Fox 23 News Daybreak   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $84 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $252 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $70 

[**05:00:31 AM**] Preview Clip Here's a look at this morning's headlines,
"here's a look at what's making news right now. The us and nato have come to
an agreement on when nato will take over, but some back home say the
damage is done. GOVERNOR FALLIN was in green country yesterday, but this
time around she was greeted by protestors. Find out why tulsans are upset. But
first, while you were sleeping, a man driving the wrong way on highway 169
rrowly avoids crashing head on into an off duty police officer, then clips two
other cars, before crash landing.

 
9.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 25 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 34,653 
Six In The Morning   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $540 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,620 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450 

[**07:02:50 AM**] Preview Clip But, house and senate leaders say some
agencies will likely see cuts up to seven percent. Two of fallin's ideas to boost
revenue don't seem to be going anywhere in the legislature. GOVERNOR
FALLIN is taking a hit from her right flank over healthcare reform. She was in
Tulsa yesterday, speaking to a group of heatlh insurance professionals. Outside,
protesters held up signs criticizing what they call they say accepting more than
50-million dollars to set up a state health insurance exchange will lock
Oklahoma into the president's healthcare plan.

 
KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:
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10.  61    

MAR 25 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,617 
News on 6 Morning Update   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $170 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $510 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 
[**05:01:47 AM**] Preview Clip But, house and senate leaders say some
agencies will likely see cuts up to seven percent. Two of fallin's ideas to boost
revenue don't seem to be going anywhere in the legislature. GOVERNOR
FALLIN is taking a hit from her own party over healthcare reform. She was in
Tulsa yesterday, speaking to a group of heatlh insurance professionals. Outside,
protesters held up signs criticizing what they call they say accepting more than
50-million dollars to set up a state health insurance exchange will lock
Oklahoma into the president's healthcare plan.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/28 05:09:21.578 (CT)

Total Story Count: 10

Total Nielsen Audience: 256,780

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,885

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,183

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $6,549

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.

 

 
Portions © 2008 Nielsen Media Research, Inc. Ratings data
contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: CEO Briefing - March 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 1:25:06 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Lawsuit Reform Moving Forward
°         Closing Fund Bill Set On Senate Committee Agenda – HB 1953
°         Governor Fallin Calls For Health Insurance Exchange Support
°         Aerospace Engineering Tax Incentives Bill Passes Committee
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Rules “Oral Complaints” Protected Under FLSA
°         California Judge Halts State’s Cap-And-Trade Plan
°         Poll Shows Nuclear Problems Mean Gains For Natural Gas
°         OSU Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference Tuesday, April 5th

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2011 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: The State Chamber President & CEO - Fred Morgan
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: CEO Briefing - March 25, 2011
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 1:18:34 PM

 
For the full version of the CEO briefing, or to view on the web, please click here.

In this issue:
°         Oklahoma’s 2-Minute Business Watch (VIDEO)
°         Lawsuit Reform Moving Forward
°         Closing Fund Bill Set On Senate Committee Agenda – HB 1953
°         Governor Fallin Calls For Health Insurance Exchange Support
°         Aerospace Engineering Tax Incentives Bill Passes Committee
°         Good News!
°         Supreme Court Rules “Oral Complaints” Protected Under FLSA
°         California Judge Halts State’s Cap-And-Trade Plan
°         Poll Shows Nuclear Problems Mean Gains For Natural Gas
°         OSU Women Entrepreneurs Inspire Conference Tuesday, April 5th

Join The State Chamber
Become a Champion
List of our Champions
Follow us on Twitter
Be our friend on Facebook
 
If you received this email unsolicited or you would like to be taken off of The State Chamber
mailing list, please email us at mailto:info@okstatechamber.com. Title the email “remove” and
place your email address in the body of the message.  
©2011 The State Chamber of Oklahoma. All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 10 Stories
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 5:22:50 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  OETA-PBS  Television   OKLAHOMA, MARKET RANK:
45    

MAR 24 2011  6:30PM CT  Nielsen Audience: N/A 
Oklahoma News Report    

  
  

[**06:32:52 PM**] Preview Clip Now the extreme drought is impacting
central Oklahoma raising concerns for wildfires. The above average
temperatures could also result in crop failures. Conservative republicans are
unhappy with GOVERNOR FALLIN for her support of a bill to create
healthcare exchanges in Oklahoma. The governor is now traveling the state
defending her position. Onr's Angela rosecrans has the Dee. GOVERNOR
FALLIN maintains that the-year-old fral healthcare law is unconstitutional. At
the same time she's supporting house bill 2130 which implements the Oklahoma
healthcare exchange. A key component of the healthcare reform. GOVERNOR
FALLIN her room full of insurance agents and brokers in Tulsa today. On her
arrival she was greeted by opponents. It's a back doorway to get Obama care
into Oklahoma. 
[**06:33:51 PM**] Preview Clip Holding signs opposing house bill 2130
and waving flags that say don't tread on me. The protestors here are some of
the same people who voted fallin into office. What do you think GOVERNOR
FALLIN should have voted on this bill? I think GOVERNOR FALLIN should
have turned back that $54 million and stopped it right there. The state has
accepted $54 million in federal funding to pay for an information technology
infrastructure. Basically, the money will help create a website for Oklahomans to
compare and choose a health insurance plan.

 
2.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 24 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 12,862 
FOX25 Late Edition   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $75 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $225 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $125 
[**10:08:41 PM**] Preview Clip The tort reform bill, passed the house,
last week. It is now, in the senate. If the senate does not, make any changes,
to the bill, it will go straight, to GOVERNOR FALLIN, to sign. Congressman
James lankford stops in town, to check out a group working to help struggling
families. Families.
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3.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 24 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 28,684 
FOX Primetime News @ 9   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $267 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $801 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 
[**09:09:43 PM**] Preview Clip The tort reform bill, passed the house,
last week. It is now, in the senate. If the senate does not, make any changes,
to the bill, it will go straight, to GOVERNOR FALLIN, to sign. Congressman
James lankford stops in town, to check out a group working to help struggling
families. Families.

 
4.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 24 2011  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 52,912 
News9 @ 5PM   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $387 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,161 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $400 

[**05:04:30 PM**] Preview Clip I truly don't see the difference between
federally-controlled healthcare and Oklahoma-controlled healthcare. These
protesters say we already have options for folks who can't afford health
insurance and we don't need anymore. GOVERNOR FALLIN says if federal
healthcare reform survives the legal challenges, the state will have no choice. I
hope they overturn it. But if they don't, the federal government can come into
Oklahoma by 2014 and tell us what we have to do.

 
5.  KWTV-CBS  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 24 2011  4:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 33,982 
News9 @ 4PM   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $367 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,101 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $500 

[**04:26:44 PM**] Preview Clip A new study from Northwestern
University found people who go to religious activities, are 50 percent more likely
to battle obesity by middle age. But don't worry, other studies show, religious
people tend to live longer, are less likely to smoke, and have better mental
health. Republicans upset over GOVERNOR FALLIN'S stance on health care,
make a statement at her appearance in her appearance in Tulsa today, details,
after the break.

 
6.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 24 2011  6:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 55,890 
2News at 6   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $144 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $432 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $160 
[**06:01:50 PM**] Preview Clip Governor Mary fallin stopped in Tulsa to
talk about healthcare in Oklahoma. But her plans ran into some resistance.
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GOVERNOR FALLIN is in favor of a health care exchange. Legislation passed
in Oklahoma in 2009 creates an internet hub of sorts to allow people to shop for
and compare health insurance. Some protestors say the plan looks a little too
much like president obama's healthcare reform.

 
7.  KJRH-NBC  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 24 2011  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 45,262 
2 News at 5   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $340 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,020 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $150 

[**05:00:36 PM**] Preview Clip It allows for an internet hub of sorts for
people to shop for and compare health insurance. 06:01:58-06 fallin "it would
actually just provide information to allow consumers to make better choices as
to what best meets their needs. GOVERNOR FALLIN and insurance
commissioner John doak spoke to a Tulsa group of agents and brokers, some of
which are concerned about how an exchange would affect their jobs.
Commissioner doak says it could enhance them with an opportunity to sell more
and offer advice. 05:24:57-25:03 doak "we are talking about your health, and
so we have to have these types of individuals that know what they are talking
about. 
[**05:01:29 PM**] Preview Clip 05:03:15-32 don wyatt "the issue simply
is we thought we had beaten this and its one of those things that won't die. I
don't understand why but they are determined to make Oklahoma the innovator
of the it systems that are needed to support Obama care. These protesters say
GOVERNOR FALLIN is implementing obama's plan. 05:01:50-54 nedra
babcock "there are strings attached anytime we take money from the federal
government. Fallin says Oklahoma had this opportunity long before health care
reform and if the state has to play by the rules, she wants to do it best.

 
8.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 24 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 26,654 
Fox 23 News at 10   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $340 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,020 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $300 

[**10:04:27 PM**] Preview Clip Rogersrscounty sheriff Scott Walton
invited many northeastern Oklahoma law enforcement to today's roundtable he
plans to network crime information like this once a month. Reporting live in
Rogers county abbie alford fox23 news. GOVERNOR FALLIN, was greeted by
protesters* during her visit to Tulsa today. Protestors, say they don't feel like
she's "living up to her campaign promises", when it comes to health-care. Fallin
has rallied against federal healthcare reform, even filing a legal allenge against
what she calls "obamacare.

 
9.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 24 2011  5:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 40,626 
News on 6 at Five   Calculated Ad

Equivalency: $933 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $2,799 
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 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,000 
[**05:01:42 PM**] Preview Clip Janene wooster, protester: I truly don't
see the difference between federally-controlled healthcare and Oklahoma-
controlled healthcare. These protesters say we already have options for folks
who can't afford health insurance and we don't need anymore. GOVERNOR
FALLIN says if federal healthcare reform survives the legal challenges, the state
will have no choice. Gov Mary fallin: I hope they overturn it. But if they don't,
the federal government can come into Oklahoma by 2014 and tell us what we
have to do.

 
10.  KQCW-CW  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 24 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,037 
News on 6 at 9    

  
  

[**09:04:22 PM**] Preview Clip Gov Mary fallin: "that we develop our
own creative, free market, innovative insurance exchanges so the federal
government does not come in to our state and tell us what we have to do.
Ronda vuillemont- Smith, protesr: "when you start accepting federal dollars to
start implementing any type of insurance, then they've got their hand in it and
they're going to tell us how to run it. GOVERNOR FALLIN is pushing house
bill 21-30. It would use federal money to establish an online health insurance
exchange, where consumers could compare insurance plans and prices. There
are new developments tonight in the plan to change Tulsa's government.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/25 05:25:13.687 (CT)

Total Story Count: 10

Total Nielsen Audience: 303,909

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $3,135

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,852

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $8,559

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.

 

 
Portions © 2008 Nielsen Media Research, Inc. Ratings data
contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 3 Stories
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:17:04 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 23 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 20,201 
Eyewitness News 5 @ 6AM   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$145 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $435 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $145 
[**06:05:27 AM**] Preview Clip More than two dozen states have sued the
Obama administration to block the law from being fully implemented. Plasma fs
and today governor Mary fallin is reminding Oklahoma lawmakers to create
better care here. GOVERNOR FALLIN sent out a letter to each lawmaker asking
them to pass an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Its designed to lower
health insurance costs, and unlike the federal exchange it would offer free-
market alternatives. Time now for weather on the 5s.

 
2.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 23 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,646 
Eyewitness News 5 @ 5AM   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$70 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $210 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $60 

[**05:05:16 AM**] Preview Clip More than two dozen states have sued the
Obama administration to block the law from being fully implemented. Plasma fs
and today governor Mary fallin is reminding Oklahoma lawmakers to create
better care here. GOVERNOR FALLIN sent out a letter to each lawmaker asking
them to pass an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Its designed to lower
health insurance costs, and unlike the federal exchange it would offer free-
market alternatives. Time now for weather on the 5s.

 
3.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 23 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 26,654 
Fox 23 News at 10   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$260 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $780 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $300 
[**10:16:22 PM**] Preview Clip Almost a quarter of Americans recently
polled, thought the law has already been repealed, it hasn't. Oklahoma's
governor, Mary fallin* has proposed an "alternative" to president obama's*
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health care law. GOVERNOR FALLIN* is urging lawmakers to pass "house bill
21-30". The measure would "create an Oklahoma health insurance exchange.
This would avoid the "forced implementation of the federal health care law" in
Oklahoma.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/24 05:19:28.414 (CT)

Total Story Count: 3

Total Nielsen Audience: 54,501

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $505

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $475

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $1,425

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.

 

 
Portions © 2008 Nielsen Media Research, Inc. Ratings data
contained herein are the copyrighted property of Nielsen Media
Research, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 3 Stories
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:17:03 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 23 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 20,201 
Eyewitness News 5 @ 6AM   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$145 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $435 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $145 
[**06:05:27 AM**] Preview Clip More than two dozen states have sued the
Obama administration to block the law from being fully implemented. Plasma fs
and today governor Mary fallin is reminding Oklahoma lawmakers to create
better care here. GOVERNOR FALLIN sent out a letter to each lawmaker asking
them to pass an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Its designed to lower
health insurance costs, and unlike the federal exchange it would offer free-
market alternatives. Time now for weather on the 5s.

 
2.  KOCO-ABC  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,

MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 23 2011  5:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,646 
Eyewitness News 5 @ 5AM   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$70 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $210 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $60 

[**05:05:16 AM**] Preview Clip More than two dozen states have sued the
Obama administration to block the law from being fully implemented. Plasma fs
and today governor Mary fallin is reminding Oklahoma lawmakers to create
better care here. GOVERNOR FALLIN sent out a letter to each lawmaker asking
them to pass an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Its designed to lower
health insurance costs, and unlike the federal exchange it would offer free-
market alternatives. Time now for weather on the 5s.

 
3.  KOKI-FOX  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 23 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 26,654 
Fox 23 News at 10   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$260 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $780 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $300 
[**10:16:22 PM**] Preview Clip Almost a quarter of Americans recently
polled, thought the law has already been repealed, it hasn't. Oklahoma's
governor, Mary fallin* has proposed an "alternative" to president obama's*
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health care law. GOVERNOR FALLIN* is urging lawmakers to pass "house bill
21-30". The measure would "create an Oklahoma health insurance exchange.
This would avoid the "forced implementation of the federal health care law" in
Oklahoma.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/24 05:19:28.414 (CT)

Total Story Count: 3

Total Nielsen Audience: 54,501

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $505

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $475

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $1,425
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 4 Stories
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 5:08:16 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 22 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,160 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$43 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $129 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**06:19:14 AM**] Preview Clip Lawmakers try to drum up support for a
veterans program. GOVERNOR FALLIN joined them. Hundred of World War II
veterans from Oklahoma get to travel to see the war memorial in dcthrough this
program. Two more flights are scheduled for this year, they will take 100 vets to
the memorial.

 
2.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 22 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 73,846 
News on 6 at Ten   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$1,600 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $4,800 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,500 
[**10:02:39 PM**] Preview Clip Few details are available about the
incident, but a police report says it happened in March of 2009. Thurmond's
facebook page says he's worked as a mechanic at tps since 19-80. Covering the
captiol tonight, GOVERNOR FALLIN comes up with an alternative to federal
health care reform. The governor sent a letter to state lawmakers today asking
them to pass house bill 21-30. The measure would create an Oklahoma health
insurance exchange", which fallin says would help avoid the forced implentation
of the federal healthcare law in Oklahoma.

 
3.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 22 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 34,653 
Six In The Morning   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$360 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,080 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450 

[**07:37:01 AM**] Preview Clip Ohp says he was not wearing a helmet.
No other drivers were involved. GOVERNOR FALLIN and state lawmakers are
asking Oklahomans to open their hearts and wallets for a very special project.
Last year, we took you along as world war two veterans hopped a plane to
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spend the day in washingson DC visiting the monuments built in their honor.
Everything was paid for through Oklahoma honor flights.

 
4.  KQCW-CW  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 22 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,037 
News on 6 at 9    

  
  

[**09:04:16 PM**] Preview Clip Lacie Lowry, news on six tonight. Covering
the captiol tonight, Oklahoma governor Mary fallin announces a proposed
alternative to obamacare. GOVERNOR FALLIN sent a letter to state lawmakers
today asking them to pass house bill 21- 30. The measure would create an
Oklahoma health insurance exchange", which fallin says would help avoid the
forced implentation of the federal healthcare law here in the sooner state. Fallin
says under the state exchange model, private insurance would be sold to meet
individual needs, insurers would compete to promote choices for consumers.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/23 05:10:39.992 (CT)

Total Story Count: 4

Total Nielsen Audience: 122,696

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $2,015

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,003

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $6,009

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.
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From: Metro Monitor
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Metro Monitor Search "Governor of Oklahoma" Found 4 Stories
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 5:08:15 AM

DVD and Streaming Video News Clips

TV-Radio-Internet Monitoring | Media Intelligence Services

Phone: 800-861-5255     www.metromonitor.com

Metro Monitor NewsTracker Report

1.  KOKH-FOX  Television   OKLAHOMA CITY, OK,
MARKET RANK: 45    

MAR 22 2011  6:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,160 
FOX 25 Morning News   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$43 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $129 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $65 

[**06:19:14 AM**] Preview Clip Lawmakers try to drum up support for a
veterans program. GOVERNOR FALLIN joined them. Hundred of World War II
veterans from Oklahoma get to travel to see the war memorial in dcthrough this
program. Two more flights are scheduled for this year, they will take 100 vets to
the memorial.

 
2.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 22 2011  10:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 73,846 
News on 6 at Ten   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$1,600 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $4,800 

 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $1,500 
[**10:02:39 PM**] Preview Clip Few details are available about the
incident, but a police report says it happened in March of 2009. Thurmond's
facebook page says he's worked as a mechanic at tps since 19-80. Covering the
captiol tonight, GOVERNOR FALLIN comes up with an alternative to federal
health care reform. The governor sent a letter to state lawmakers today asking
them to pass house bill 21-30. The measure would create an Oklahoma health
insurance exchange", which fallin says would help avoid the forced implentation
of the federal healthcare law in Oklahoma.

 
3.  KOTV-CBS  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 22 2011  7:00AM CT  Nielsen Audience: 34,653 
Six In The Morning   Calculated Ad Equivalency:

$360 
 Calculated Publicity Value: $1,080 
 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $450 

[**07:37:01 AM**] Preview Clip Ohp says he was not wearing a helmet.
No other drivers were involved. GOVERNOR FALLIN and state lawmakers are
asking Oklahomans to open their hearts and wallets for a very special project.
Last year, we took you along as world war two veterans hopped a plane to
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spend the day in washingson DC visiting the monuments built in their honor.
Everything was paid for through Oklahoma honor flights.

 
4.  KQCW-CW  Television   TULSA, OK, MARKET RANK:

61    

MAR 22 2011  9:00PM CT  Nielsen Audience: 7,037 
News on 6 at 9    

  
  

[**09:04:16 PM**] Preview Clip Lacie Lowry, news on six tonight. Covering
the captiol tonight, Oklahoma governor Mary fallin announces a proposed
alternative to obamacare. GOVERNOR FALLIN sent a letter to state lawmakers
today asking them to pass house bill 21- 30. The measure would create an
Oklahoma health insurance exchange", which fallin says would help avoid the
forced implentation of the federal healthcare law here in the sooner state. Fallin
says under the state exchange model, private insurance would be sold to meet
individual needs, insurers would compete to promote choices for consumers.

 

Report Generated: 2011/03/23 05:10:39.992 (CT)

Total Story Count: 4

Total Nielsen Audience: 122,696

Total 30-Second Ad Equivalency: $2,015

Total Calculated Ad Equivalency: $2,003

Total Calculated Publicity Value: $6,009

 
This report contains copyrighted material and may be used for file
and reference purposes only. Any reproduction, sale or distribution
is prohibited.
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From: JRLR@telran.legislativeservice.com on behalf of jeannie.bordelon@journalrecord.com
To: Craig Perry
Subject: OK (2 ) NIGHTWriter Report for 03-01-11
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 9:09:59 PM

 
NIGHTWriter Report

03-01-2011 - 21:10:54

53rd Legislature
Regular Session

For assistance please call Jeannie Bordelon at 405.618.4004.

NIGHTWriter Index 
Configuration: 2 - Craig
Report Date: 03-01-11

 

 Events Calendar

 House Daily Report

 House Calendar

 Committee Meeting Schedule

 Committee News

 Tracking Reports

 Full-Text Word Searches

 Statutory Reference Searches

 Agency Hearings

 Legislative Report Bulletin Board

::: EVENTS CALENDAR :::    ::: TOP :::

Events On
03-02-2011

No events scheduled for today.
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 HJR1042   By Key. Disapproves emergency rules of the Oklahoma Health
             Care Authority adopted on October 14, 2010 because they do
             not reflect the intent of the OK Legislature.
 

FIRST READINGS

 

   HJR1042   By Key. Disapproves emergency rules of the Oklahoma Health
             Care Authority adopted on October 14, 2010 because they do
             not reflect the intent of the OK Legislature.
 

   SB    2   By Ford. Directs the State Board of Education to adopt high
             school graduation growth targets; the 2010-2011 school year
             is identified as the "baseline year" and schools must improve
             grad. rates by a minimum of 20%/year until they reach 100%;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   SB    4   By Wilson. Restricts the amount of time that a tax payer can
             make a claim for sales tax relief to one year after the end
             of the tax year during which the tax was paid, beginning in
             2011.
 

   SB   96   By Coates.  Raises construction contract negotiation limits
             to $5000; allows the Conservation Commission Director to
             declare an emergency and allocate funds for abandoned coal
             mines or damaged floodwater retarding structures.
 

   SB  122   By Mazzei. Changes the apportionment date to the beginning of
             the 2014 fiscal year for the gross production tax for the
             Oklahoma Water Resources Board Rural Economic Action Plan
             Water Projects Fund.
 

   SB  127   By Ellis. Defines public construction contract also to be
             derived from a promise of performance; sets violation charges
             of the act to be two years in prison and/or a $1000 fine.
 

   SB  154   By Mazzei. Changes the cutoff date for incentive payments to
             July 1, 2003; makes an exception for a change of control
             event pursuant to the Oklahoma Quality Jobs Program Act.
 

   SB  235   By Fields. The Department of Transportation is to be
             consulted with in regards to transporting housing structures
             down state or federal highways; EMERGENCY.
 

   SB  256   By Ford. Charter schools who choose to lease property are
             eligible to receive current government lease rates;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   SB  280   By Stanislawski. Removes weekly telephonic communication
             between students and teachers and monthly communication
             between teachers and parents from the list of requirements
             for online education; EMERGENCY.
 

   SB  377   By Mazzei. Directs the Board of Trustees of the Teachers'
             Retirement System of Oklahoma to establish an investment
             committee comprised of five members of the Board of Trustees
             as designated by the chairman.
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   SB  426   By Brown. Gives the ability to approve change orders to
             public contracts to the governing body of technology centers.
 

   SB  729   By Mazzei. Removes the listing of motor number, date first
             sold, distinguishing marks, and statement of source of title
             from the application for a motor vehicle title.
 

   SB  730   By Mazzei. Opens up funds from the unclassified tax account
             to pay for tax refunds if there are insufficient funds; a
             taxpayer who fails to file more than two withholding tax
             returns may be referred to the debt collection agency.
 

   SB  733   By Mazzei. Provides an effective date for the enforcement of
             the Oklahoma Tax Code as a law.
 

   SB  744   By Mazzei. Outlines provisions that apply to sales of
             advertising and promotional direct mail and all other forms
             of direct mail; relevant terms are defined.
 

   SB  850   By Treat. Agencies will provide the citation to any federal
             or state authority or legal ruling at the beginning of each
             rule, amended or new.
 

 SB  863   By Sykes. Modifies limits to certain damage awards in civil
             actions not arising out of contract; deletes language
             regarding applicability to certain actions; modifies
             definitions; repeals a section pertaining to the Health Care
             Indemnity Fund Task Force.
 

 

 

COMMITTEE REFERRALS

 

   HB 1208    Allows for replapcement of Gov. appointments   Murphey
                   Rereferred to House Gov. Mod., Transparency, Accountabili
   HB 1532    Prohibits paying scholastic association fees   Blackwell
                   Heard in committee and laid over HCE
   HB 1610    Defines full-time teaching hours               Reynolds
                   Failed in Committee HHECT
   HB 1744    Student with Disabilities Program Act          Nelson
                   Title stricken in committee HCE
   HB 2072    Oklahoma Insurance Code                        Key
                   Heard in committee and laid over HI
   HB 2081    Employer Helath Insurance Purchasing Group Act Key
                   Heard in committee and laid over HI
   SB    2    High school graduation improvement plan        Ford
                   Received in the House
   SB    4    Sales tax relief claims                        Wilson
                   Received in the House
   SB   96    Raises construction contract negotiation limit Coates
                   Received in the House
   SB  122    Moves the apportionment date for the gross tax Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  127    Amends the Public Competitive Bidding Act      Ellis
                   Received in the House
   SB  154    Exception for change of control event          Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  235    OKDOT to consult on housing transportation     Fields
                   Received in the House
   SB  256    Charter schools get government lease rates     Ford
                   Received in the House
   SB  280    Removes telephone calls from online education  Stanislawski
                   Received in the House
   SB  377    Teachers' Retirement investment committee.     Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  426    Tech centers can approve change orders         Brown
                   Received in the House
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   SB  729    Removes information for motor vehicle titles   Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  730    Tax refunds paid from unclassified tax account Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  733    Effective date for Oklahoma Tax Code           Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  744    Provisions that apply to all direct mail       Mazzei
                   Received in the House
   SB  850    Administrative Procedures Act                  Treat
                   Received in the House

 SB  863    Modifies language pertaining to civil actions  Sykes
                   Received in the House
   SB  970    DOC Industries Revolving Fund expenditures     Myers
                   Referred to House Joint Appropriations & Budget
 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

 

   HB 1001    "Religious Viewpoints Antidiscrimination Act"  Reynolds
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HCE
   HB 1007    Pension Funding Accountability Act             McDaniel, Randy
                   Motion Tabled
                   Emergency failed by a vote of 62 YEAS 36 NAYS
   HB 1087    Oversize motor vehicle regulations             Bennett
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HT
   HB 1218    Oklahoma Children's Code                       Kirby
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HI
   HB 1268    Additional mathematics course                  Coody
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HCE
   HB 1269    Reading instruction for children               Coody
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HCE
   HB 1270    Middle school health education                 Coody
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HCE
   HB 1332    State Education                                Key
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HCE
   HB 1377    Mental illness service program certifications  Holland
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HPH
   HB 1380    Teacher contracts modified                     Holland
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HCE
   HB 1402    Creates Women's Health Defense Act             Wesselhoft
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HPH
   HB 1411    Creates the Oklahoma Railways Commission       Joyner
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HT
   HB 1422    Moves the start date for education insurance   Casey
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HI
   HB 1429    Bariatric surgery coverage for state employees Cox
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HPH
   HB 1430    Background checks for substitute teachers      McPeak
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HCE
   HB 1465    Changes date from September 1 to June 1        Johnson
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HCE
   HB 1495    Transportation Infrastructure Reform Act       Brumbaugh
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HT
   HB 1503    Prescribing requirements for prescriptions     Schwartz
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HPH
   HB 1559    Exemption to attorney-client privilege         Jordan
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HJ
   HB 1571    Public health and safety terms.                Vaughan
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HPH
   HB 1585    Mastery of state academic content standards    Thomsen
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HCE
   HB 1638    Allows for contracts with mental health prof   Ortega
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HPH
   HB 1655    Prosthetic coverage for Medicaid recipients.   Enns
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HPH
   HB 1684    Oklahoma Early Intervention Act                Newell
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HCE
   HB 1814    Expands responsibility of special maintanence  Shannon
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HT
   HB 1821    Wind Energy Generation and Transmission Act    Trebilcock
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HEUR
   HB 1826    Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act                  Trebilcock
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HPH
   HB 1854    Statewide professional student associations    Shumate
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HHECT
   HB 1894    Modifies language                              Scott
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HPH
   HB 1909    Completion of horizontal wells                 Jackson
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HEUR
   HB 1914    School district language clarification         Quinn
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HCE
   HB 1917    Adds interventions as a school service         Coody
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                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HCE
   HB 1930    Clarifies language for education records       McPeak
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HHECT
   HB 1969    Oklahoma Insurance Code                        Mulready
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HI
   HB 1994    Oklahoma Healthcare Professionals Act          Sullivan
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HPH
   HB 2003    Utility restrictions for lines under turnpikes Dorman
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended HEUR
   HB 2020    Specifies the Oklahoma Public Health Code      Sullivan
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HPH
   HB 2022    Juvenile Diabetes Research License Plate       Sullivan
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass HT
   HB 2130    Health Care for the Uninsured Board.           Steele
                   Voted from committee - Do Pass as substituted HPH
 

 

FLOOR ACTIONS

 

   HB 1007    Pension Funding Accountability Act             McDaniel, Randy
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 69 YEAS 27 NAYS
   HB 1034    Amends the use of the state purchase card      Murphey
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 93 YEAS 4 NAYS
   HB 1197    Children of Incarcerated Parents Task Force    McDaniel, Jeanni
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 96 YEAS 1 NAYS
   HB 1230    Certificate of titles for motor vehicles       Ownbey
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 94 YEAS 3 NAYS
   HB 1274    Relates to Oklahoma teacher preparation system Virgin
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 98 YEAS 0 NAYS
   HB 1338    Hunting Licenses and Hunting Tags              Renegar
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 97 YEAS 0 NAYS
   HB 1363    Oklahoma Choices for Long-Term Care Act.       Peters
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 89 YEAS 10 NAYS
   HB 1382    Modifies Oklahoma Corrections Act of 1967      Condit
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 98 YEAS 0 NAYS
   HB 1422    Moves the start date for education insurance   Casey
                   Recommitted to committee HI
   HB 1489    Additions for the State Finance website        Brumbaugh
                   1 Floor amendment(s) adopted
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 96 YEAS 0 NAYS
   HB 1918    Mathematics professional development programs  Coody
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 90 YEAS 8 NAYS
   HCR1003    S.M. "Monsieur" Moore Day, 9/25/2011           Martin, Steve
                   Passed/Adopted
 

 

 

 

 

                            **** End of Report ****

::: HOUSE CALENDAR :::   ::: TOP ::: 

HOUSE FLOOR AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2, 2011

1:30 P.M.

GENERAL ORDER

 HB 1003 (S) Author: McDaniel, Randy Sponsor: Mazzei
By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Save Oklahoma Act of 2011"; provides for a
defined contribution plan by the Board of Trustees with the Oklahoma Public
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Employees Retirement System for members who begin on or after January 1,
2012; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1004 (S) Author: McDaniel, Randy Sponsor: Mazzei
By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Leadership by Example Act"; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1006 (S) Author: McDaniel, Randy Sponsor: Mazzei
By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Pension Financial Responsibility Act;"
provides cost of living increases only if the funded ratio equal or exceeds eighty
percent for specific public retirement funds; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1010 (S) Author: McDaniel, Randy Sponsor: Mazzei
By McDaniel, Randy. Members of the Uniform Retirement System for Justices
and Judges as of January 1, 2012 will now retire at the age of 67 instead of 65
if they serve for eight years; raises the age for those who serve ten year to 62.

 HB 1011 (S) Author: McDaniel, Randy Sponsor: Mazzei
By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Teachers' Retirement System Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Funding Source Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1016 Author: Faught Sponsor: Aldridge
By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma Sunset Law,
recreates and continues the Polygraph Examiners Board until July 1, 2015.

 HB 1017 Author: Faught Sponsor: Aldridge
By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma Sunset Law,
recreates and continues the State Board of Osteopathic Examiners until July 1,
2015.

 HB 1018 Author: Faught Sponsor: Aldridge
By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma Sunset Law,
recreates and continues the Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners until July 1,
2015.

 HB 1019 Author: Faught Sponsor: Aldridge
By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma Sunset Law,
recreates the Oklahoma State Athletic Commission until July 1, 2015.

 HB 1035 Author: Murphey Sponsor: Jolley
By Murphey. Requires state government employees to use the Trip Optimizer
System of the Department of Central Services when seeking reimbursement for
official state travel expenses.

 HB 1050 Author: Sanders Sponsor: Ballenger
By Sanders. Modifies candidacy filing procedure to require candidates to file
with the county election board instead of the county clerk.

 HB 1052 Author: Sanders Sponsor: Ballenger
By Sanders. Increases the authorization of blanket purchase orders from a
maximum of $2,500 to $5,000 in estimated costs of repairs for equipment,
machinery, or vehicles.

 HB 1194 Author: McDaniel, Jeannie Sponsor: Anderson
By McDaniel. Clarifies the "Department" as the "Department of Human
Services".

 HB 1202 Author: Inman Sponsor: Aldridge
By Inman. Modifies the notice period relating to any contract or agreement
imposing a binding legal obligation on the purchaser in connection with the
offer or sale of a business opportunity.
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 HB 1226 (S) Author: Ownbey Sponsor: Simpson
By Ownbey. Allows unused property acquired by eminent domain to be
declared as surplus shall be first offered for resale to the person the property
was taken from; creates a 90 day repurchase offer deadline before property
can be sold at a public sale.

 HB 1232 Author: Sherrer Sponsor: Burrage
By Sherrer. Adds the word flood to existing laws that authorize governing
bodies to close sections of road; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1249 (S) Author: Rousselot Sponsor: David
By Rousselot. Allows individuals to enter the property of others if they are in
the process of retrieving their domestic livestock or other animals if the land is
adjoined to property or within a three mile radius of where animals are kept.

 HB 1251 Author: Rousselot Sponsor: David
By Rousselot. Establishes the boundaries in which the district does not have
the power and right to sell water from the portion of the Grand River and its
tributaries downstream from the southern edge of Markham Ferry Dam on Lake
Hudson; EMERGENC

 HB 1267 Author: Sears Sponsor: Ford
By Sears. Requires the Board of Education to transfer $35,311,375 to the
Teachers' Retirement System of Oklahoma for funding the Teachers' Retirement
Credit; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1282 Author: Dank Sponsor: Treat
By Dank. Defines terms relating to nursing home staff; redefines membership
to the Board of Examiners for Long Term Administrators; includes certification
as proper qualification for staff.

 HB 1311 (S) Author: Richardson Sponsor: Fields
By Richardson. Creates the Endangered Species and Economic Development
Task Force; lists expected duties; assist in enforcing endangered species laws;
outlines who the task force will be composed of; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1321 Author: Wright Sponsor: Justice
By Wright. Prohibits advertisements or promotions for the Oklahoma Lottery
Commission to involve children on any manner; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1339 Author: Renegar Sponsor: Lerblance
By Renegar. New law that would require every dealer appointed to issue
gaming, hunting, and fishing licenses to issue every license by means of an
electronic point of sale system; Authorizes the Wildlife Conservation to
promulgate rules.

 HB 1348 (S) Author: Newell Sponsor: Coates
By Newell. Allows taxidermy specimen to be sold at estate sales only if it is
personal property of the owner of the estate and the Director of Wildlife
Conservation grants written approval; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1355 Author: McAffrey Sponsor: Anderson
By McAffrey. Restructures next of kin notification for burial rights of deceased
persons; determines right of disposal.

 HB 1372 Author: Holland Sponsor: Fields
By. Modifies expenditure limits for Average Daily Attendance for schools and
their district administrative services; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1373 Author: Holland Sponsor: Fields
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By Holland. Increases fines to a parent, guardian, or other person who neglects
or refuses to compel a child to attend public, private, or other school;
EMERGENCY.

 HB 1397 Author: Cox Sponsor: Jolley
By Cox. Authorizes the State Department of Health to perform any and all
health related services; removes control of local registrars from the State
Commissioner of Health; disallows the use of an heirloom birth certificate for ID
purposes.

 HB 1412 Author: Joyner Sponsor: Ballenger
By Joyner. Modifies the title of the filing clerk; now known as "court" clerk
instead of "county" clerk.

 HB 1418 (S) Author: Casey Sponsor: Justice
By Casey. Requires a national criminal record check which must be approved
by the Office of Personnel Management and the State Department of Education
for any person seeking employment with a school; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1441 Author: Cox Sponsor: Jolley
By Cox. Permits that pharmacies may maintain controlled dangerous
substances in an emergency medication needs of a resident; Authorizes the
State Board of Pharmacy to promulgate rules.

 HB 1452 (S) Author: Williams Sponsor: Burrage
By Williams. A new law creating the "Oklahoma Crimes and Punishment Act of
2011".

 HB 1460 Author: Denney Sponsor: Halligan
By Denney. Changes the Internet service data transfer rate from 56 kbps to
1.5Mbps; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1461 (S) Author: Denney Sponsor: Halligan
By Denney. Removes limitations on school districts liability toward school
bullying, including cyber bullying; Defines various types of bullying;
EMERGENCY.

 HB 1462 Author: Denney Sponsor: Burrage
By Denney. Creates the Music Therapy Practice Act; establishes a musical
therapist license and sets penalty for violation of the Music Therapy Practice
Act.

 HB 1472 Author: Armes Sponsor: Myers
By Armes. Raises fee per bushel on wheat to two cents; amends ballot
language to "20 mill per bushel".

 HB 1473 Author: Armes Sponsor: Fields
By Armes. Removes requirement of double-fenced facilities for free-ranging
native herds.

 HB 1474 Author: Armes Sponsor: Fields
By Armes. Increases the fine for trespassing to $1,500, as it relates to the
Oklahoma Farmed Cervidae Act.

 HB 1476 Author: Armes Sponsor: Anderson
By Armes. Includes recreational off-highway vehicle with the requirements for
all-terrain vehicles.

 HB 1486 (S) Author: Morrissette Sponsor: Justice
By Morrissette. Creates a council to investigate the use of woody biomass taken
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from Eastern Red Cedar trees and used to fuel special furnaces placed in
correction facilities, public schools, and other state agencies; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1494 Author: Brumbaugh Sponsor: Reynolds, Jim
By Brumbaugh. Repeals specific sections of the Health Carrier Access Payment
Revolving Fund.

 HB 1512 Author: Liebmann Sponsor: Aldridge
By Liebmann. Creates the Deferred Maintenance Revolving Fund for the DCS for
the continual upkeep of capitol property; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1513 (A) Author: Liebmann Sponsor: Aldridge
By Liebmann. Creates the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement Authority; authorizes
OCIA to issue obligations to the DCS in order to provide funds for deferred
maintenance; obligations issued shall not exceed $3 million in a fiscal year;
EMERGENCY.

 HB 1514 (A) Author: Liebmann Sponsor: Marlatt
By Liebmann. Increases total apportionment limit for the Rebuilding Oklahoma
Access and Driver Safety Fund to $500,000.

 HB 1520 Author: Nollan Sponsor: Brown
By Nollan. Modifies penalties and procedure for the violation of the Compulsory
Insurance Law.

 HB 1554 Author: Kern Sponsor: Anderson
By Kern. Provides the elderly and disabled access to information regarding all
aspects of a long-term care support system to help plan, evaluate, and make
decisions to meet their individual long-term care support needs.

 HB 1575 (S) Author: Martin, Scott Sponsor: Paddack
By Martin. Allows the use of certain amount of gray water for certain purposes
without a permit; lists conditions for water quality standards and regulations.

 HB 1595 Author: Martin, Steve Sponsor: Barrington
By Martin. Clarifies entities that are eligible to receive revenue from the 911
fee; changes calculation of the revenue distribution; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1648 Author: Newell
By Newell. Removes provision that allows participants of the Oklahoma
Teachers' Retirement System who are absent from teaching while serving an
officer of an education association to continue participating in the System.

 HB 1656 Author: Enns Sponsor: Brown
By Enns. Allows deputy chiefs of police to become a member of the Oklahoma
Police Pension and Retirement System; EMERGENCY.

 HB 1662 Author: Osborn Sponsor: Anderson
By Osborn. Sets November 1, 2011 as the date which differentiates the amount
of time needed to be considered fully vested in an Oklahoma Public Retirement
System.

 HB 1665 Author: Osborn Sponsor: Jolley
By Osborn. Removes provision requiring all state agencies to allocate 1.5
percent of all capital projects to the Oklahoma Historical Society for the
purpose of funding the Oklahoma Art in Public Places Act for fiscal years 2012,
2013, & 2014; EM

 HB 1669 Author: Osborn Sponsor: Justice
By Osborn. Modifies the definition of "dilapidated building" to include a
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structure which has been boarded and secured for more than 18 consecutive
months.

 HB 1672 Author: Billy Sponsor: Anderson
By Billy. When a judge of a drug court enters a stay against an order by the
DPS suspending or revoking driving privileges, the time period is allowed to run
during the stay.

 HB 1675 Author: Billy Sponsor: Jolley
By Billy. Monetary balance limitations for the Attorney General's Evidence Fund
is deleted from the Act.

 HB 1680 Author: Quinn Sponsor: Burrage
By Quinn. Clarifies that school districts shall report the student's performance
levels on the end-of-instruction tests.

 HB 1715 Author: Peterson Sponsor: Brinkley
By Peterson. Defines terms relating to the Social Worker's Licensing Act; adds
national criminal history record check to application; limits independent social
work practice.

 HB 1812 Author: Shannon Sponsor: Stanislawski
By Shannon. Raises threshold for competitive bidding to $100,000 for right-of-
way clearance; projects under $100,000 will not be considered public;
EMERGENCY.

 HB 1828 Author: Trebilcock Sponsor: Johnson, Rob
By Trebilcock. Allows courts to set salary rate for temporary court reporters.

 HB 1888 (S) Author: Peterson Sponsor: Jolley
By Peterson. A new law creating the "Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection
Act"; Prohibits the performance of abortions upon determination of certain age
of unborn child; Authorizes the State Department of Health to promulgate rules
to enforce this Act

 HB 1943 Author: Jackson Sponsor: Branan
By Jackson. Requires county floodplain regulations to be approved by the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board; clarifies language relating to water rights.

 HB 1995 Author: Sullivan
By Sullivan. Hospitals operated by a public trust will maintain health care
malpractice liability insurance coverage with limits of at least $1 million per
claim.

 HB 2001 (S) Author: Dorman Sponsor: Halligan
By Dorman. Increases the amount of deduction from rent for repairs from $100
to $300.

 HB 2017 (S) Author: Pittman Sponsor: Crain
By Pittman. Modifies language relating to the Oklahoma Public Health Code.

 HB 2049 Author: Moore Sponsor: Rice
By Moore. Creates "Historic Bike Trail" on State Highway 66.

 HB 2115 Author: Hickman Sponsor: Ford
By Hickman. Allows school districts which have entered into mutual contracts
with superintendents to use funds to cover the superintendents salary; cannot
cover more than 50 percent and cannot be for more than three years;
EMERGENCY.
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 HB 2116 Author: Hickman Sponsor: Marlatt
By Hickman. Requires the State Board of Education to develop a funding
mechanism for federal funds to local agencies for the cost of high-need
students on IEPs; funding is to be divided between out-of-state and other cost;
EMERGENCY.

 HB 2117 Author: Hickman Sponsor: Mazzei
By Hickman. Modifies the dates needed to create a project plan; EMERGENCY.

 HB 2121 Author: Hickman Sponsor: Branan
By Hickman. Modifies exemptions on wells after July 2, 2011; tax rates applied
to horizontal and deep wells; EMERGENCY.

 HB 2131 (S) Author: Steele Sponsor: Anderson
By Steele. Allows multiple sentences to be served concurrently unless dictated
otherwise; sets qualifications for Pardon & Parole Board members; requires
parole recommendations to the Governor be completed within 30 days.

 HB 2139 (S) Author: Steele
By Steele. Renames "said board" as "the board" of the State Travel
Reimbursement Act; EMERGENCY.

 HB 2140 (S) Author: Steele Sponsor: Bingman
by Steele. Creates the State Government Administrative Process Consolidation
and Reorganization Act of 2011.

::: COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE :::    ::: TOP :::

- Committee Meeting Schedule -
03-01-2011 - 21:10:54

WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11

  House Admin. Rules & Agency Oversight        
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
9:00 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Oklahoma Health Care Authority; discussion on Cesarean Section Quality
Initiative- Mike Fogarty, Chief Executive Officer
3. Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality; Discussion on Green House
Gas- Steve Thompson, Executive Director

HB 1015  Faught Extends Sunset of the Polygraph Examiners, Osteopathic Examiners,
Podiatric Medical Examiners, Athletic Commission, and Teacher
Recruitment Advisory Committee to July 1, 2015.

HB 1026  Faught Extends sunset of committees/boards/councils including Plumbing,
EMS, Waterworks, Shorthand Reporters, OETA, Perfusionists, Pub.
Empl. Relations to July 1, 2012; allows sunset of Spec. Agency Acct.
Board & Council on Alcohol/Drug Abuse.

4. Rule Dissemination and Discussion
5. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Agriculture, Wildlife & Environment        
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
9:00 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1481  Armes Clarifies that the Department of Environmental Quality will sample
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and analyze the contaminated sample after the release has been
contained or stabilized; the department will keep a list of licensed
highway remediation contractors.

HB 1589  Thomsen Specifies the act as the Oklahoma Groundwater Law; EMERGENCY.

HB 1910  Jackson The Water Resources Board may prepare exams and other
requirements for applicants to obtain licenses and operator
certification; grants the Board authority to inspect specific wells;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1951  McNiel Specifies subsections regarding the "Oklahoma Environmental
Quality Act".

HB 1952  McNiel Establishes the "Oklahoma Weights and Measures Reform Act".

HB 1957  McNiel Restricts certain sized swine feeding operations' locations; requires
it to be at least three (3) miles from any camp or rec site owned or
operated by a nonprofit organization; provides exemptions for
permit renewals; EMERGENCY.

HB 2026  Sullivan Sets pricing standards for lumber and building materials sellers;
declares pricing failure to be a violation and failed inspection.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  Senate Joint Appropriations & Budget      New - 5:48pm
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
9:00 a.m., Room 419C, State Capitol

 

1. Welcome and Introductions

SB 970  Myers 
Sears

Authorizes the Department of Corrections to expend from the
Industries Revolving Fund the sum of $5.25 million (an increase
from $1.25 in current law); EMERGENCY.

2. Other Business

  House Public Safety      Updated - 8:38am
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
10:30 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1061  Sanders Allows the Oklahoma Department of Transportation or Oklahoma
Turnpike Authority to use flashing red and blue lights on machinery
or vehicles when performing emergency work, constructionm or
maintenance on highways.

HB 1229  Ownbey Changes the language from 'of' to 'that exceeds' in regards to the
size of a vehicle or combination of vehicles; EMERGENCY

HB 1235  Sherrer Any mixture or preperation that contains psuedoephedrine in any
amount shall be classified Schedule III.

HB 1255  Rousselot Allows any U.S. Attorney or Assistant U.S. Attorney to carry a
firearm for personal protection anywhere in the State of Oklahoma if
they successfully complete an approved course of firearm training.

HB 1316  Morgan Prohibits any person under 18 to operate a motor vehicle while
using a cellular phone to make or recieve telephone calls or
compose, send, or read text messages; provides penalties.

HB 1352  McAffrey Allows next of kin of a person whose death is investigated by the
Chief Medical Examiner or designee the opportunity to ask in open
hearing questions relating to the cause of death and relevant
information.

HB 1485  Roberts, Dustin Directs the Commissioner of Public Safety to negotiate a agreement
that would allow agricultural producers to subject themselves to the
motor vehicle laws of their residing state when within 150 miles of
their residence.

HB 1637  Ortega Clarifies language regarding arrest warrants by cities and towns.

HB 1652  Enns Allows concealed carry license holders to carry a concealed handgun
on technology center school property.

HB 1690  Russ Allows persons who have been convicted of a felony in any court of
this state, other states, or the US and has received a full and
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complete pardon and has not been convicted of any other felony
charges to have the right to possess weapons.

HB 1796  Tibbs Allows for an unconcealed handgun license; "unconcealed" means a
pistol carried in a place that is wholly or partially visible; updates
references to allow for unconcealed carry.

HB 1797  Tibbs Adds operating a motor vehicle while using a cell phone to write,
send, or read a text message while the vehicle is in motion to the
list of serious traffic offenses.

HB 1849  Blackwell Requires the Chief Medical Examiner to investigate deaths.

HB 2087  Terrill Allows administrators and faculty members to carry concealed
weapons on college and university campuses.

HB 2120  Hickman Limits the authority of the Corporation Commission in regards to
weights and measurements; limits officers to permanent scale
locations; limits officers to administrative duties.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

House Public Safety
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
10:30 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 
DELETE FROM PRIOR POSTING

HB 1229  Ownbey Changes the language from 'of' to 'that exceeds' in regards to the
size of a vehicle or combination of vehicles; EMERGENCY

  House Rules        
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
10:30 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HJR1009  Key Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would allow the
Governor to select justices for the Supreme Court and Court of
Criminal Appeals other than justices nominated by the Judicial
Nominating Commission and confirmed by the Senate.

HJR1020  Banz Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will create a new
state Constitution and delegation process.

HB 1241  McCullough Creates the "Oklahoma Beverage Container Recycling Task Force";
specifies who makes up the force and what their assignments are;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1615  Banz Modifies dates for primary and special elections; modifies filing
dates for candidates and formation of political parties; changes
guidelines for absentee ballots.

HB 1651  Enns Prohibits schools from making payroll deductions for either
professional organization dues or political contributions on behalf of
a school district employee.

HB 1702  Denney Creates the DNA Collection, Storage and Analysis Task Force; states
appointment requirements of chair; requirements for organizational
meetings and methods of legislative members; requires a final
written report.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  Senate Appropriations      Updated - 1:33pm
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
After Adjournment II, Room 419C, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

SB 55 (1) Sykes 
Christian

Allows in-state tuition for persons that have grandparents that
have filed an Oklahoma tax return for 10 years.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 80  Stanislawski 
Jordan

Removes limit on school district carryover funds and associated
penalties; EMERGENCY.

SB 89  Directs the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority to develop
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Jolley 
Murphey the Oklahoma Public Events Network; legislative sessions and other

events of public interest will be broadcast.

SB 137  Ford 
Denney

Adds Bachelors and Associates degrees to the achievement credit
programs within the Department of Corrections.

SB 141  Jolley 
Coody

Establishes the percentage of transfer students during the first nine
weeks of the school year as the weighted average daily membership
of all transfer students to be used in calculating school funding;
EMERGENCY.

SB 180  Paddack 
Cox

Allows the Department of Corrections to contract with physicians
and other inpatient and outpatient medical providers; requires the
reimbursement to out-of-network providers to follow the current OK
Medicaid fee schedule.

SB 250 (1) Marlatt 
Armes

Establishes the Chanda Turner Reform Act; Reconstitutes the Board
of Medicolegal Investigations; Requires autopsies for certain types
of deaths.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 259  Coates 
McNiel

Raises the amount of negotiable bonds the Tourism Commission can
issue to $10,000,000.

SB 264  Jolley 
Nelson

Alters the Quality Assessment and Accountability Board's Task
Force; imposes new assessment requirements and changes the
Task Force's membership structure; EMERGENCY.

SB 275  Fields 
Casey

Allows school districts in interlocal cooperatives to disburse federal
grant money among the cooperative with the consent of the school
districts; EMERGENCY.

SB 278  Stanislawski 
Hickman

Adds online charter schools to the Oklahoma Charter School Act
and allows for the school to not have a physical location if it is
sponsored by the State Board of Education; EMERGENCY.

SB 279  Stanislawski 
Jordan

Allows schools to issue bonds for the maintenance of equipment;
adds electronic and tablet reading devices to the definition of
equipment; EMERGENCY.

SB 333  Sparks 
Denney

Creates the "Terri Paden Equitable Recognition Act"; reduces the
amount of time is needed to be classified as a "qualified employee";
EMERGENCY.

SB 346 (1) Jolley 
Kern

Requires that students not reading at grade 4 level be retained and
offered special instruction until the deficiency is remedied; requires
parental notification; requires new reporting measures for the
district and state boards; EMERGENC

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 348 (1) Jolley 
Denney

Requires the State Department of Education to prepare and
distribute to parents an annual report on student achievement
assessments in their district; directs the State Board of Education
to promulgate rules; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 408  Paddack 
Billy

Mandates that any person seeking reinstatement of police or peace
officer certification shall be required to pay a reinstatement fee of
$150.

SB 411  Brown 
Moore

New law directing the Insurance Department and State Department
of Health to establish and maintain a comprehensive health care
information system; allows consumers to see pricing information
from different insurance providers.

SB 412  Brown 
Cox

Requires a health insurance provider to accept the Oklahoma Health
Care Authority's right of recovery; insurance providers shall not
charge fee for the processing of claims or eligibility.

SB 509  Shortey 
Scott

Allows school districts to contract for the sale of adds on
transportation equipment; requires the establishment of an
advertising review board; shall give preference to members of the
Made In Oklahoma Program; EMERGENCY.

SB 567  Anderson Adds requirements and course training certifications for the Council
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Peters of Law Enforcement Education and Training for members of law
enforcement.

SB 599  Paddack 
Nollan

Establishes the school administrator professional development pilot
program to improve administrative leadership; sets guidelines for
principal and superintendents; requires the Department of
Education to cover costs; EMERGENCY.

SB 605 (1) Ford 
Denney

Creates Charter School Sponsoring Commission; outlines
membership and duties of the Commission; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 608  Russell 
Wesselhoft

Allows electronic copies of statutes and session laws to be sent to
designated officers, libraries, and universities; EMERGENCY.

SB 610  Ford 
Thomsen

Changes the type of income used to determine as student's need
for college funding to the parents' federal adjusted income;
EMERGENCY.

SB 633  Sykes 
Jordan

Moves state employees in the military department to unclassified
services; clarifies language regarding Adjutant General and fiscal
policy.

SB 683  Sykes 
Christian

Modifies resident tuition eligibility requirements for the Oklahoma
State Regents Board for Higher Education.

SB 687  Barrington 
Armes

Increases fireworks retail license fee to $20.00; apportions the fee
to the State Fire Marshal Revolving Fund and the General Revenue
Fund.

SB 688  Sykes 
Christian

Modifies misdemeanor criminal procedure to include violations that
resulted in the injury of any authorized person pursuant to the
provisions of Section 647 or 649 of this title.

SB 711  Stanislawski 
Richardson

Authorizes the Oklahoma Department of Transportation to file an
application with USDOT to assume all or part of the National
Environmental Policy Act and related environmental responsibilities;
EMERGENCY.

SB 772 (1) Jolley 
Shannon

Transfers all authority of power of labor professional oversight to
the Office of Business and Professional Oversight; effective July 1,
2011; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 820 (1) Allen 
Christian

Allows for any person related to a prisoner who is to be deported
to be investigated and could be subject to deportation.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks(Monitor-Support)

SB 825  Paddack 
Kouplen

Adds broader qualifications for students to apply for OHLAP;
modifies the formula to calculate need based on income;
EMERGENCY.

SB 844  Anderson 
Armes

Enacts a self-funded licensing program for outdoor display fireworks
and pyrotechnic exhibitors; license applicants will apply with the
State Fire Marshall.

SB 852  Jolley 
Schwartz

Modifies restriction on dwellings for registered sex offenders;
defines multi-unit structure; provides a penalty not to exceed
$2,000 for violation; EMERGENCY.

SB 908  Shortey 
Terrill

While making a lawful stop, detention, or arrest, a law officer with
reasonable suspicion that the person is an alien and in the US
unlawfully, may determine the person's immigration status; officer
cannot consider race, color, or nation

SB 923  Sykes 
Johnson

Increases maximum prison time for criminal activity related to
gangs; requires school employees to report students suspected of
participating in gang activities.

SB 939  Jolley 
Faught

Modifies equations for state aid formulas for school funding;
provides that certain schools be considered school districts including
the School for the Blind and Deaf; EMERGENCY.

2. Other Business

Senate Appropriations
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
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After Adjournment II, Room 419C, State Capitol

 

ADD TO PRIOR POSTING

SB 251  Russell 
Wesselhoft

Creates an Armed Services Tuition Fairness Act; Allows members of
the United States Armed Forces to be charged a tuition rate not to
exceed the rate charged to state residents regardless of their
residency; EMERGENCY.

SB 260  Ford 
Denney

Removes "issue bonds" from the list of actions a governing body of
a charter school cannot do; EMERGENCY.

SB 487  Rice 
Moore

Creates the Oklahoma Bicycle Safety Awareness Revolving Fund;
applicants for a drivers license or I.D. card will be given the
opportunity to donate one dollar or more to the fund during the
payment process.

SB 685  Sykes 
Sanders

New law requires the Forestry Division of the Oklahoma Department
of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry to administer the Rural Fire
Coordinator Program; the Rural Fire Coordinator shall provide
technical assistance to rural fire departments

  House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svcs.        
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
3:00 p.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1075  Newell Reduces partial payments on retainage of public construction
contracts to five percent and removes requirements of progress and
surety.

HB 1897  Scott Creates the "Oklahoma Linked Deposit Amendments Act of 2011";
EMERGENCY.

HB 1078  Shelton Initates a new law which establishes an authorized leave of absence
for employees who will be serving as a marrow or human organ
donor.

HB 1005  McDaniel,
Randy

Creates the "Road to Freedom Act"; EMERGENCY.

HB 1354  McAffrey Allows businesses to advertise or offer "happy hours" between the
hours of four p.m. and seven p.m.; removes provisions disallowing
the sale of alcoholic beverages at prices or specials not regularly
used.

HB 2033  Sullivan Modifies provisions related to employer testing in relation to the
Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing Act; modifies response should
someone refuse to be tested; modifies provisions related to the
authority of the State Board of Health.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House General Government        
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1685  Peterson Requires that a quarterly report of the road and bridge projects may
be prepared and kept electronically by the consuming department.

HB 1687  Derby An Act requiring cities and towns to provide a minimum of one
parking space that is reserved for physically disabled wheelchair
users; Parking spaces must have a sign that say 'Wheelchair User
Only'.

HB 1692  Russ Creates the County and Municipal Government Act of 2011.

HB 1750  Nelson Prohibits public employees with licensing authority from coercing
applicants or credential holders into giving to a person, organization
or party; restricts public employees from retaliating when holders
express views; EMERGENCY.

HB 1820  Hardin Requires a fiscal impact statement for any bill determined to have
an adverse fiscal impact on the correctional facility system; impact
statement shall be provided twenty-four hours before a committee
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hearing or final adoption.

HB 1903  Jackson Determines that a document required to be filed with a county
assessor by a determined date is not considered late if the
postmark is of the due date.

HB 1971  Grau A new law permitting counties to solicit and accept bids from
newspapers to publish proceedings, minutes, notices,
advertisements or other documents on the website of a qualifying
newspaper.

HB 1974  Morgan An Act relating to state government; Defines "resident bidder" and
procedures that the resident bidder must abide by.

HB 1977  Pittman Establishes the day after Thanksgiving Day as "American Indian
Heritage Day".

HB 2028  Sullivan Removes municipalities as exception to five-year limitation on
judgements; modifies manner in which judgements shall be paid.

HB 2032  Sullivan Modifies population requirements for county retirement fund
contributions.

HB 2119  Hickman Clarifies which areas of the State Capitol are controlled by the
Legislature; allows the Legislative Service Bureau to lease space to
private vendors; income from leases is to be paid to Rehabiliation
Services.

HB 2157  Steele Creates the Appointments to Public Bodies Act.

HB 1803  Tibbs Adds that upon completion of two biennial county audits, a county
may hire an independent auditing firm to perform a third biennial
audit, rather than being audited by the State Auditor and Inspector.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

House General Government
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

DELETE FROM PRIOR POSTING

HB 2157  Steele Creates the Appointments to Public Bodies Act.

HB 1803  Tibbs Adds that upon completion of two biennial county audits, a county
may hire an independent auditing firm to perform a third biennial
audit, rather than being audited by the State Auditor and Inspector.

ADD TO PRIOR POSTING

HB 1366  Peters Creates the Oklahoma Municipal Energy Independence Act;
Establishes a Municipal Energy District Authority and meeting times
and places for the energy trustees.

House General Government
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 
ADD TO PRIOR POSTING

HB 2108  Christian Modifies which sections can be cited as the "State Employees
Disability Program Act".

  House Joint Appropriations & Budget      New - 5:44pm
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
3:45 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

SB 970  Myers 
Sears

Authorizes the Department of Corrections to expend from the
Industries Revolving Fund the sum of $5.25 million (an increase
from $1.25 in current law); EMERGENCY.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House A&B        
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
4:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1008  McNiel Creates the "Engineering Tax Incentive Modification Act of 2011".
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HB 1220  McCullough Creates the "Prevention Services Consolidation Act of 2011";
provides a list of "prevention services"; creates a citizens advisory
board for prevention services.

HB 1231  Ownbey Allows Tax Commission to pay refunds from the unclassified tax
account if current collections are insufficient; EMERGENCY.

HB 1252  Rousselot A new law that would require the collection of income taxes from
state legislatures without disrupting the Legislature; Creates
guidelines for legislatures to comply with the Oklahoma Tax
Commission; EMERGENCY

HB 1284  Dank Requires tax credits to be reported to the Oklahoma Tax
Commission; requires the Tax Commission to compile a report and
estimate the revenue impact; EMERGENCY.

HB 1285  Dank Creates the Task Force for the Study of State Tax Credits and
Economic Incentives; outlines the membership and duties of the
task force; EMERGENCY.

HB 1293  Derby Raises the cap on income for persons receiving tax exemptions in
regards to head of household from $12,000 to $22,000.

HB 1305  Proctor Removes the displayed names on the Capitol Dome to be replaced
by names of Oklahoma residents who have been awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor; EMERGENCY.

HB 1343  Proctor Requires Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to grant a
tuition waiver to a surviving spouse or child of any person killed in
the line of duty; EMERGENCY.

HB 1362  Peters Places restrictions on communications between the Board of
Equalization and the County Assessor prescribed by the Oklahoma
Tax Commission; EMERGENCY.

HB 1364  Peters Requires criminal history records search conducted by the Oklahoma
State Bureau of Investigation for all child care workers, foster
parents, and child placing agencies.

HB 1381  Cox Creates the "Supplemental Hospital Offset Payment Program Act";
defines terms; Oklahoma Health Care Authority must submit a
proposed state plan to implement the requirements of the Act;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1388  Roan Modifies purchasing requirements for products and services relating
to the Department of Corrections.

HB 1390  Roan Allows the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation to rent or
charter aircraft on a project or mission basis.

HB 1414  Joyner Establishes an additional $13 nonrefundable fee that will be credited
to the Oklahoma Court-Appointed Special Advocates (OCASA).

HB 1415  Joyner Clarifies language by replacing "Oklahoma" with "the state" relating
to the Legal Services Revolving Fund.

HB 1421  Casey Requires any student receiving an Oklahoma Higher Learning Access
Program award post the 2011-2012 academic year to repay the
allocated award amount for a specific class if the student fails or
drops the class; EMERGENCY.

HB 1475  Armes Increases retail license fee to $20.00 to sell fireworks; requires a
current sales tax permit for vendors; places $10,00 of fee in the
State Fire Marshal Revolving Fund; EMERGENCY.

HB 1488  Brumbaugh Extends the length of time for specific tax incentives from July 1,
2010 to July 1, 2022.

HB 1515  Liebmann Authorizes the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement Authority to issue
bonds up to $40 million for the Native American Cultural and
Educational Authority; EMERGENCY.

HB 1560  Jordan Requires sales tax report to be available to the public within ten
days of being completed.

HB 1599  Martin, Steve Repeals sections of law relating to revenue and taxation.

HB 1602  Stiles Act is modified to include direct or nursing care eligible for
compensation at the employee's regular rate of pay for the amount
of excess leave the employee is unable to use.

HB 1612  Banz Allows for funds to be appropriated to the Common Education
Lottery Revolving Fund; EMERGENCY.
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HB 1630  Brown Creates the "Green Quality Jobs Act of 2011"; Net benefit rates are
set equal to 5 percent for specific industries; Provides for
specialized gross direct payroll requirements; EMERGENCY.

HB 1634  Ortega Lowers the annual fee required for a coin-operated vending device
or coin-operated music device from 150 dollars to 75 dollars;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1635  Ortega Reduces the winemaking self-distribution license fee from $750 to
$250; EMERGENCY.

HB 1649  Quinn Includes unclassified employee positions to the Oklahoma State
Bureau of Investigation; removes program resource unit, computer
information unit, and administrative support unit from the Bureau.

HB 1663  Osborn Requires applicants for OHLAP to first submit an application for
federal financial aid; requires OHLAP participants to file each year
while on program; lowers combined salary limit of parents to
$75,000; EMERGENCY.

HB 1676  Billy Modifies exception to radiation safety rules for law enforcement
agencies; modifies salary schedule provisions; DPS required to
make certain forms available to the public; guidelines for state-
owned vehicles; EMERGENCY.

HB 1716  Peterson Authorizes Oklahoma Tax Commission to issue special license plates
for Pancreatic Cancer Research; part of the money will go to the
University of Oklahoma Foundation, Pancreatic Research Fund.

HB 1746  Nelson Requires at least sixty-five percent (65%) of school districts' total
yearly spending to fund direct instructional activities in district;
requires State Board of Education to set manner for calculating
amount expended; EMERGE

HB 1749  Nelson Requires some married couples with a minor child who are seeking
a divorce to attend an educational program concerning the impact
of divorce on children.

HB 1799  Tibbs The Department of Corrections can establish a master lease
program to finance the acquisition of personal property; sets
minimum at $50,000 and maximum at $250,000; the amount of
transactions will not exceed $5 million.

HB 1802  Tibbs Authorizes the use of an electronic monitoring device of inmates;
Allows the Sheriff to contract for electronic monitoring services;
Provides a rate of reimbursement for inmates on electronic
supervision.

HB 1815  Shannon Creates the Equity in Road Funding Act.

HB 1852  Shumate Provides taxpayers with an opportunity to donate to the Public
School Classroom Support Revolving Fund; The Oklahoma Tax
Commission shall include on each tax form the option beginning
December 31, 2011; EMERGENCY.

HB 1855  Shumate Allows the governing body of a charter school to levy taxes and
issue bonds; EMERGENCY.

HB 1905  Jackson The Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Account will consist of two specific
funds; raises the fine to four dollars; each fund will recieve two
dollars from the fine.

HB 1912  Christian Authorizes the State Treasurer to invest in gold or silver;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1939  Jackson Removes diameter qualifications for tire recycling fees;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1954  McNiel Exempts from some taxes suppliers selling to someone purchasing
on behalf of a manufacturer for use in operations; requires vendor
to retain a copy of invoice/ticket; outlines penalty for erroneous
certification; EMERGENCY.

HB 1979  Pittman Creates the "Oklahoma Freedom Trail Act"; Designed to work with
the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, Oklahoma
Historical Society, Oklahoma Film and Music Commission, and
Oklahoma Department of Transportation.

HB 1997  Dorman Public school students will be tested for dyslexia; school will provide
treatment for any student diagnosed with dyslexia.

HB 1998  Dorman Creates options for tax refund monies; taxpayers can choose to
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have their refund donated to either the YWCA domestic abuse
shelters or to volunteer fire departments.

HB 2090  Terrill Allows career and technology centers to participate in building fund
levies; EMERGENCY.

HB 2114  Hickman Requires that the State Regents for Higher Education redesign the
funding formula for all institutions to meet program and budget
needs based on actual program offerings; removes requirement for
base funding levels.

HB 2136  Steele Requires an OKDHS safety analysis to include OSBI and FBI
background checks of all adults at the residence.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Insurance      Updated - 4:25pm
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
4:30 p.m., Room 412C, State Capitol
 AGENDA TO FOLLOW

House Insurance ** CANCELLED **
WEDNESDAY - 3/2/11
4:30 p.m., Room 412C, State Capitol
 ***CANCELLED***

THURSDAY - 3/3/11

  House Insurance      Updated - 4:27pm
THURSDAY - 3/3/11
8:00 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol
 AGENDA TO FOLLOW

House Insurance
THURSDAY - 3/3/11
8:00 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1046  Faught Changes CompSource Oklahoma to the Oklahoma Mutual Insurance
Company effective November 1, 2011.

HB 1239  Sherrer Removes the phrase "and may be cited" from a section of Title 36
dealing with the OK Insurance Code.

HB 2041  Sullivan Clarifies language relating to workers' compensation.

HB 2071  Key Clarifies language in regards to the "Oklahoma Annual Financial
Report Act".

HB 2073  Key Authorizes the Insurance Commissioner to negotiate compacts or
agreements with other states to implement federal requirements for
the administration and collection of surplus lines taxes.

HB 2076  Key Removes citation referring to the Unfair Claims Settlement Practices
Act of the Oklahoma Insurance Code.

HB 2077  Key Removes citation of the Use of Credit Information in Personal
Insurance Act.

HB 2078  Key An Act relating to the Oklahoma Professional Employer Organization
(PEO) Recognition and Registration Act; Requires the PEO or PEO
Group to provide documentation demonstrating that they have a
financial strength rating of B+ or higher.

HB 2079  Key Creates the "Healthcare Exchange Act of 2011".

HB 1831  Trebilcock Modifies definitions relating to real estate appraisers; removes
qualifications to complete an application with the Real Estate
Appraiser Board.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  Senate Select Committee on Pensions        
THURSDAY - 3/3/11
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10:00 a.m., Room 511A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome- Sen. Mike Mazzei, Chair
2. Presentations
Sen. Susan Paddack, Oklahoma Credit Rating Score
Ginger Poplin, Executive Director, OK Law Enforcement Retirement System
Steve Snyder, Executive Director, OK Police Pension and Retirement System
Robert Jones, Executive Director, OK Firefighters Pension System
Tom Spencer, Executive Director, OK Public Employees Retirement System
Sen. Mike Mazzei, DROP Plans
3. Other Business

  House Gov. Mod., Transparency, Accountability      Updated - 10:55am
THURSDAY - 3/3/11
10:30 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1086  Murphey Creates the Oklahoma Government 2.0 act of 2011.

HB 1438  Shannon Creates the "State Assets Auction Process Amendments Act of
2011"; EMERGENCY.

HB 1601  Stiles Modifies the definition of "state agencies" to exclude the J.D.
McCarty Center for Children with Developmental Disabilities;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1737  Moore Modifies language regarding the State and Education Employees
Group Insurance Act; removes certain benefit uniformity
requirements; removes certain premium uniformity requirements;
modifies language affecting OK State Employees Benefits Act.

HB 1738  Moore Says state employee benefit plans beginning January 1, 2012, shall
not be changed in benefit allowance for three (3) consecutive years;
authorizes Legislature to determine benefit allowance after three (3)
years; specifies eligibility.

HB 1739  Moore Specifies sections pertaining to the "State Employees Flexible
Benefits Act."

HB 1992  Sullivan Modifies procedures for the transfer of surplus fund balances by
municipalities; authorizes the governing board to act on the
municipality's behalf; EMERGENCY.

HB 1993  Sullivan Creates the "County and Municipal Cost Savings Acts of 2011";
EMERGENCY.

HB 2156  Steele Makes languages regarding the Governor gender neutral.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

House Gov. Mod., Transparency, Accountability
THURSDAY - 3/3/11
10:30 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

 

ADD TO PRIOR POSTING

HB 1208  Murphey Authorizes the Governor to appoint and replace any gubernatorial
appointment on any agency, board, or commission; excludes the
State Bureau of Investigation, Ethics Commission, or any other
agency created by the Constitution.

HB 1908  Jackson Eliminates the reduction of fees for online registration renewals for
motor vehicle registration; EMERGENCY.

- End of Report -

::: TRACKING REPORTS :::    ::: TOP :::

Office of the Governor
Bill Status Report

03-01-2011 - 21:10:54
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      - Indicates action since request date.

Track: Office of the Governor   Request Date: 3- 1-2011 thru 99-99-9999

SB 1  (1) Ford 
Denney

Removes "career teacher pretermination hearing" requirements
related to the "Teacher Due Process Act of 1990"; strikes the term
"probationary", making all teachers subject to the same disciplinary
process; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-21-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Education

SB 3  (1) Mazzei 
McNiel

Reduces the time that aerospace sector employers are eligible to
receive tax credits for tuition reimbursement and salaries paid to
their employees by one year; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Set on the Senate Floor Agenda

SB 55  (1) Sykes 
Christian

Allows in-state tuition for persons that have grandparents that
have filed an Oklahoma tax return for 10 years.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Meeting set for After Adjournment II, Room 419C,
State Capit ...Senate Appropriations 

SB 57  (1) Brown 
Ritze

Creates Healthcare Choice Act which opens Oklahoma to insurance
providers outside the state as regulated by the Insurance
Commissioner.

Remarks: Potential creative bill

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Set on the Senate Floor Agenda

SB 159  (1) Holt Allows cities with a population greater than 300,000 to sponsor a
charter school only when the charter school is located in a school
district that has a minimum average daily membership of 5,000;
EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading

SB 250  (1) Marlatt 
Armes

Establishes the Chanda Turner Reform Act; Reconstitutes the Board
of Medicolegal Investigations; Requires autopsies for certain types
of deaths.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Meeting set for After Adjournment II, Room 419C,
State Capit ...Senate Appropriations 
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SB 319  (1) Johnson, Rob Repeals sections of law in reference to the Joint Electric Utility
Restructuring Task Force; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading

SB 346  (1) Jolley 
Kern

Requires that students not reading at grade 4 level be retained and
offered special instruction until the deficiency is remedied; requires
parental notification; requires new reporting measures for the
district and state boards; EMERGENC

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Meeting set for After Adjournment II, Room 419C,
State Capit ...Senate Appropriations 

SB 348  (1) Jolley 
Denney

Requires the State Department of Education to prepare and
distribute to parents an annual report on student achievement
assessments in their district; directs the State Board of Education
to promulgate rules; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Meeting set for After Adjournment II, Room 419C,
State Capit ...Senate Appropriations 

SB 349  (1) Jolley Modifies testing and state academic content standards; Adds
requirements for the State Board of Education end-of-instruction
tests to be set at a tenth-grade level; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-21-11 S Committee hearing cancelled Senate Approp. Sub on
Education

SB 358  (1) Paddack Authorizes the State Board of Education to require students in the
sixth and eighth grades to complete a one-semester civics
education courses; requires students to score at least a 20 percent
or equivalent on the EOI test; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading

SB 483  (1) Crain 
Peterson

The Department of Human Services must seek federal approval to
facilitate the approval of private service providers in the Aging
Services Division, Children and Family Services Division, and
Developmental Disabilities Services.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-23-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Appropriations

SB 541  (1) Sykes 
Murphey

Creates "Oklahoma Innovation, Efficiency, and Accountability Act of
2011"; requires the Director of the Office of Finance to publish a
yearly cost performance assessment report and a cost savings
report.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks
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Bill History: 02-23-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Appropriations

SB 604  (1) Fields 
McNiel

Creates Oklahoma Business Resource Team to be a single point of
contact to assist businesses who want to relocate or expand to
Oklahoma; outlines membership and duties of the team.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-17-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Business & Commerce

SB 605  (1) Ford 
Denney

Creates Charter School Sponsoring Commission; outlines
membership and duties of the Commission; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Meeting set for After Adjournment II, Room 419C,
State Capit ...Senate Appropriations 

SB 709  (1) Sykes 
Johnson

Exempts entities contracting with the state to provide senior
nutrition services under the Older Americans Act from required
compliance with the provisions of the Oklahoma Central Purchasing
Act.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-23-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Appropriations

SB 718  (1) Bingman 
Steele

Changes the role of the State Board of Education; instructs the
Board to give advice and make recommendations to the State
Superintendent and to supervise the public school system;
Superintendent will control the Dept. of Ed.; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading occurred after bill was reported "Do
Pass" from Committee. 

SB 720  (1) Bingman Removes the appointment date for the Chief Information Officer.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-09-11 S Referred to Senate Committee Senate Rules

SB 760  (1) Jolley Deletes obsolete language refrencing the effective date of the Chief
Information Officer.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-09-11 S Referred to Senate Committee Senate Rules

SB 772  (1) Jolley 
Shannon

Transfers all authority of power of labor professional oversight to
the Office of Business and Professional Oversight; effective July 1,
2011; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks
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Bill History: 02-28-11 S Rule suspension granted to allow additional time for
this Double Assigned Bill to be reported from the first Committee. 

SB 777  (1) Aldridge Creates Oklahoma Health and Wellness Board; replaces State and
Education Employees Group Insurance Board with Oklahoma Health
and Wellness Board and it's subsidiaries; outlines new health plan
terms; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-17-11 S Meeting set for 10:00 a.m., Room 419C, State Capitol
...Senate Retirement & Insurance 

SB 809  (1) Jolley Intends to transfer all profits from and management of State
Capitol Park to the Teachers' Retirement System of Oklahoma
within three years; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-17-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Retirement & Insurance

SB 810  (1) Jolley Intends to transfer all assets and management of CompSource
Oklahoma to the Teachers' Retirement System of Oklahoma within
three years; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-17-11 S Failed in Committee Senate Retirement & Insurance

SB 811  (1) Jolley Intends to transfer all assets and management of the Grand Dam
Authority to the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System
within three years; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-17-11 S Failed in Committee Senate Retirement & Insurance

SB 820  (1) Allen 
Christian

Allows for any person related to a prisoner who is to be deported
to be investigated and could be subject to deportation.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-02-11 S Meeting set for After Adjournment II, Room 419C,
State Capit ...Senate Appropriations 

SB 862  (1) Sykes 
Sullivan

Deletes language regarding tortfeasor liability; modifies certain
liability in a civil action based on fault and not arising out of
contract.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-01-11 S Motion Tabled

SB 863  (1) Sykes 
Sullivan

Modifies limits to certain damage awards in civil actions not arising
out of contract; deletes language regarding applicability to certain
actions; modifies definitions; repeals a section pertaining to the
Health Care Indemnity Fund Task Force.
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Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 03-01-11 H First Reading

SB 864  (1) Sykes 
Sullivan

Lists monies to be deducted from a plaintiff's winnings from a
defendant if the plaintiff is receiving injury compensation from a
source wholly independent of the defendant.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-08-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass Senate Judiciary

SB 880  (1) Sykes Creates "Workers' Compensation Law"; defines terms used in the
law; outlines benefits and qualifications for receiving workers'
comp; repeals previous workers' comp law.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-11-11 S Referred to Senate Committee Senate Judiciary

SB 904  (1) Shortey 
Terrill

Authorizes the Director of the Department of Corrections to issue an
arrest warrant for any prisoner they believe to have returned
illegally to the United States and is not in custody.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-17-11 S Voted from committee - Do Pass as amended Senate
Public Safety

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
03-01-2011 - 22:10:54

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 03/01/11 Ending Date: 3/ 1/11

Word(s): CONCEAL/5/WEAPON

Bill Number:  HB 1690  Caption:  Allows persons who have been
convicted of a felony in any court
of this state, other states, or the
US and has received a full and
complete pardon and has not
been convicted of any other felony
charges to have the right to
possess weapons.

Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  5

Author:  Russ

Track(s):  
 

   53  full and complete pardon by the proper legal authority for the
   54  State of Oklahoma and shall have restored the right to possess
   55  any firearm or other weapon [prohibited by subsection A of this]
   56  [section], the right to apply for and carry a concealed handgun
   57  pursuant to the Oklahoma Self-Defense Act and the right to perform
   58  the duties of a peace officer, gunsmith, or for firearms repair.
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Bill Number:  SB 157  Caption:  Requires re-evaluation of peace officers if
there is a break in service greater than five
years or CLEET determines he or she may
present a danger to himself or herself, the
public, or a family or household member.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  31

Author:  Jolley

Track(s):  
 

  208  requirements of the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of
  209  2004 for peace officers to carry concealed weapons nationwide;
  210        15.  Set minimal criteria relating to qualifications for
  211  chief of police administrative training pursuant to Section 34-102
  212  of Title 11 of the Oklahoma Statutes, assist in developing a

Bill Number:  SB 416  Caption:  Amends law to authorize the Council on
Law Enforcement and Training to approve
law enforcement agencies and police
departments in accordance with state
statute or the Constitution.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  33

Author:  Paddack

Track(s):  
 

  208  requirements of the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of
  209  2004 for peace officers to carry concealed weapons nationwide;
  210        15.  Set minimal criteria relating to qualifications for
  211  chief of police administrative training pursuant to Section 34-102
  212  of Title 11 of the Oklahoma Statutes, assist in developing a

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 3  3  

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
03-01-2011 - 22:10:54

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 03/01/11 Ending Date: 3/ 1/11

Word(s): EDUCATION

Bill Number:  HB 1086  Caption:  Creates the Oklahoma
Government 2.0 act of 2011.Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  24

Author:  Murphey

Track(s):  
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  338        F.  The Oklahoma Tax Commission, the Office of the State
  339  Treasurer, all institutions of The Oklahoma State System of Higher
  340  Education and any other state agency shall provide to the Office
  341  of State Finance such information as is necessary to accomplish
  342  the purposes of the Taxpayer Transparency Act.

Bill Number:  HB 1270  Caption:  Creates the "Health Education for
Middle Schools Act of 2011"; the
act would require public schools to
teach health education during
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade.

Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  4
Author:  Coody

Track(s):  
 

   24        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
   25               An Act relating to schools; creating the Health
   26               Education for Middle Schools Act of 2011; providing
   27               for the teaching of health education in the public
   28               schools contingent upon funding; providing that
   29               school district may determine when instruction is

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   31               providing that instruction shall be offered as a
   32               separate semester course; requiring teachers to hold
   33               a health and physical education certificate; allowing
   34               exemption from certain instruction under certain
   35               circumstances; encouraging local school districts to

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   47  follows:
   48        A.  This section shall be known and may be cited as the
   49  "Health Education for Middle Schools Act of 2011".
   50        B.  Contingent upon the appropriation of funding by the
   51  Legislature for this purpose, health education shall be taught in
   52  the public schools of this state during grade six, seven, or
   53  eight, in accordance with the Priority Academic Student Skills for
   54  Health and Safety adopted by the State Department of Education.
   55  Each school district may determine which grade level, either grade
   56  six, seven, or eight, and by which methods, health education shall
   57  be taught.  At a minimum, the following ten units, which are
   58  incorporated in each textbook from the state-adopted health
   59  education textbook list, shall be used to fulfill the
   60  requirements:
   61        1.  Physical activity;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   69        9.  Bullying prevention; and
   70        10.  Wellness.
   71        C.  Health education instruction shall be provided in a
   72  separate semester health education course utilizing curricula from
   73  the state-adopted health textbook list.
   74        D.  Teachers instructing this course shall be certified by
   75  the State Board of Education to teach health education.
   76        E.  Any student whose parent or guardian presents to the
   77  school principal a signed statement that any of the units

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  126        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
  127               An Act relating to schools; creating the Health
  128               Education for Middle Schools Act of 2011; providing
  129               for the teaching of health education in the public
  130               schools contingent upon funding; providing that
  131               school district may determine when instruction is

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  133               providing that instruction shall be offered as a
  134               separate semester course; requiring teachers to hold
  135               a health and physical education certificate; allowing
  136               exemption from certain instruction under certain
  137               circumstances; requiring written notification of
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---------- Skip to Line ----------

  152  follows:
  153        A.  This section shall be known and may be cited as the
  154  "Health Education for Middle Schools Act of 2011".
  155        B.  Contingent upon the appropriation of funding by the
  156  Legislature for this purpose, health education shall be taught in
  157  the public schools of this state during grade six, seven, or
  158  eight, in accordance with the Priority Academic Student Skills for
  159  Health and Safety adopted by the State Department of Education.
  160  Each school district may determine which grade level, either grade
  161  six, seven, or eight, and by which methods, health education shall
  162  be taught.  At a minimum, the following ten units, which are
  163  incorporated in each textbook from the state-adopted health
  164  education textbook list, shall be used to fulfill the
  165  requirements:
  166        1.  Physical activity;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  174        9.  Bullying prevention; and
  175        10.  Wellness.
  176        C.  Health education instruction shall be provided in a
  177  separate semester health education course utilizing curricula from
  178  the state-adopted health textbook list.
  179        D.  Teachers instructing this course shall be certified by
  180  the State Board of Education to teach health education.
  181        E.  Any student whose parent or guardian presents to the
  182  school principal a signed statement that any of the units

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  197  provide materials and resources, including personnel, in certain
  198  areas of instruction.  Any materials and resources provided or
  199  used to teach health education shall comply with all requirements
  200  of state law.  Local school districts shall be required to notify
  201  parents or guardians in advance of the names of the community-
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  354  the provisions of this section, the court shall order, in addition
  355  to any other penalty, the defendant to pay a one-hundred-dollar
  356  assessment to be deposited in the Drug Abuse Education and
  357  Treatment Revolving Fund created in Section 2-503.2 of Title 63 of
  358  the Oklahoma Statutes, upon collection.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  379  imposed probationary term.
  380        N. If qualified by knowledge, skill, experience, training or
  381  education, a witness shall be allowed to testify in the form of an
  382  opinion or otherwise solely on the issue of impairment, but not on
  383  the issue of specific alcohol concentration level, relating to the

Bill Number:  HB 1332  Caption:  A new law that creates the "Bill of
Rights Education Act of 2011";
Creates a social studies curriculum
composed of important U.S.
documents; End of Instruction
exams will have questions
covering important U.S.
documents.

Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  3

Author:  Key

Track(s):  
 

21323

http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB01319&Session=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01319_HFV
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R57
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_trkpop.com?OK53RHB01319
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=HB01332&Session=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01332_HPA
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R90
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_trkpop.com?OK53RHB01332


   24        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
   25               An Act relating to schools; creating the Bill of
   26               Rights Education Act of 2011; requiring State Board
   27               of Education to adopt social studies core curriculum
   28               with courses of instruction that include certain
   29               subjects; requiring State Textbook Committee to adopt

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   43  codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows:
   44        Section 2 and Section 3 of this act shall be known and may
   45  be cited as the "Bill of Rights Education Act of 2011".
   46        SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be
   47  codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 11-103.6j of Title
   48  70, unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as
   49  follows:
   50        A.  The State Board of Education shall adopt a social
   51  studies core curriculum with instruction for all students enrolled
   52  in the public schools that includes the following subjects:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   70  (70 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 1210.508), is amended to read as
   71  follows:
   72        Section 1210.508  A.  1.  The State Board of Education shall
   73  develop and administer a series of criterion-referenced tests
   74  designed to indicate whether the state academic content standards,
   75  as defined by the State Board of Education in the Priority
   76  Academic Student Skills Curriculum, which Oklahoma public school
   77  students are expected to have attained have been achieved.  The

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  121  order to graduate from a public high school with a standard
  122  diploma.  All students shall take the tests prior to graduation,
  123  unless otherwise exempt by law.  The State Board of Education
  124  shall administer the criterion-referenced tests.  The Board shall
  125  develop and field test the end-of-instruction tests in English

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  147  indication of the levels of competency attained by the student in
  148  a permanent record for potential future employers and institutions
  149  of higher education, for students who enter the ninth grade in or
  150  prior to the 2007-08 school year, school districts shall report
  151  the highest achieved state test performance level on the end-of-

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  164  which the student has received instruction.
  165        b.      Each school district shall prepare an annual report
  166  for approval by the State Board of Education outlining the fine
  167  arts assessment strategies used by the district, when the
  168  assessments were administered, how many students were assessed

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  172  the state academic content standards adopted by the Board pursuant
  173  to Section 11-103.6 of this title and known as the Priority
  174  Academic Student Skills Curriculum.  The State Board of Education
  175  shall evaluate the academic content standards to ensure the
  176  competencies reflect high standards, are specific, well-defined,
  177  measurable, challenging, and will prepare elementary students for
  178  next-grade-level course work and secondary students for
  179  postsecondary studies at institutions of higher education or
  180  technology center schools without the need for remediation in core
  181  curriculum areas.  All state academic content standards shall
  182  reflect the benchmarks of the American Diploma Project and the
  183  goal of improving the state average ACT score.
  184        2.  The State Department of Education shall annually
  185  evaluate the results of the criterion-referenced tests.  The State
  186  Board of Education shall ensure that test results are reported to
  187  districts in a manner that yields detailed, diagnostic information
  188  for the purpose of guiding instruction and student remediation.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  190  required by this section, the Board shall seek to increase the
  191  depth of knowledge assessed for each subject.  The State Board of
  192  Education shall seek to ensure that data yielded from the tests
  193  required in this section are utilized at the school district level
  194  to prescribe reinforcement and/or remediation by requiring school
  195  districts to develop and implement a specific program of
  196  improvement based on the test results.
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  197        3.  The State Board of Education in coordination with the
  198  Educational Quality and Accountability Board shall review,
  199  realign, and recalibrate, as necessary, the tests in reading and
  200  mathematics in third through eighth grade and the end-of-
  201  instruction tests.  The State Board of Education shall determine
  202  the cut scores for the performance levels on the end-of-
  203  instruction tests developed pursuant to paragraph 6 of subsection
  204  A of this section, which shall be phased in over a multi-year
  205  period.  The State Board of Education shall conduct an ongoing
  206  review to compare the end-of-instruction test content and
  207  performance descriptors with those of other states.  Upon receipt
  208  of the review, the State Board of Education may adjust the cut
  209  scores as necessary.
  210        4.  The State Board of Education, for the purposes of
  211  conducting reliability and validity studies, monitoring contractor
  212  adherence to professionally accepted testing standards, and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  214  retain the services of an established, independent agency or
  215  organization that is nationally recognized for its technical
  216  expertise in educational testing but is not engaged in the
  217  development of aptitude or achievement tests for elementary or
  218  secondary level grades.  These national assessment experts shall

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  222  concurrent validity and the validity of performance level cut
  223  scores.
  224        C.  1.  The State Board of Education shall set the testing
  225  window dates for each criterion-referenced test required in
  226  paragraphs 1 through 5 of subsection A of this section for grades

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  231  referenced test required in paragraph 6 of subsection A of this
  232  section may be administered to students at a time set by the State
  233  Board of Education as near as possible to the end of the course;
  234  provided, if a school district is unable to administer the tests
  235  online to all students taking the test for the first time and all

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  244  year.  The vendor shall provide a final electronic data file of
  245  all school site, school district, and state results to the State
  246  Department of Education and the Office of Accountability prior to
  247  September 1 of each year.  The Department shall forward the final
  248  data files for each school district and each school site in that

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  261  site shall notify the student's parents of the school's
  262  performance levels in the Oklahoma School Testing Program as
  263  reported in the Oklahoma Educational Indicators Program at the end
  264  of each school year.
  265        D.  The State Board of Education shall be responsible for
  266  the development, field-testing, and validation of the criterion-
  267  referenced test series required in subsection A of this section.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  272  appropriate for use in the testing program to be administered to
  273  Oklahoma students.
  274        E.  The State Board of Education shall develop, administer,
  275  and incorporate as a part of the Oklahoma School Testing Program,
  276  other testing programs or procedures, including appropriate
  277  accommodations for the testing of students with disabilities as
  278  required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
  279  (IDEA), 20 USC, Section 1400 et seq.
  280        SECTION 4.  This act shall become effective July 1, 2011.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  318        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
  319               An Act relating to schools; creating the Bill of
  320               Rights Education Act of 2011; requiring State Board
  321               of Education to adopt social studies core curriculum
  322               with courses of instruction that include certain
  323               subjects; requiring State Textbook Committee to adopt

---------- Skip to Line ----------
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  331  codified in the Oklahoma Statutes reads as follows:
  332        Section 2 of this act shall be known and may be cited as the
  333  "Bill of Rights Education Act of 2011".
  334        SECTION 2.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be
  335  codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 11-103.6j of Title
  336  70, unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as
  337  follows:
  338        A.  The State Board of Education shall adopt a social
  339  studies core curriculum with instruction for all students enrolled
  340  in the public schools that includes the following subjects:
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   67  one school district under a written teaching contract;
   68        []5.  "[Probationary teacher] Teacher hearing" means the
   69  hearing before a local board of education after a recommendation
   70  for dismissal or nonreemployment of a [probationary] teacher has
   71  been made but before any final action is taken on [said] the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   76  the recommendation;
   77        6.  ["Career teacher pretermination hearing" means the]
   78  [informal proceeding before the local board of education held for]
   79  [the purpose of providing a meaningful opportunity to invoke the]
   80  [discretion of the decision maker after a recommendation for]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  141  the superintendent of the school district requesting that the
  142  teacher be granted career status, the superintendent agrees with
  143  the petition, and the school district board of education approves
  144  the petition.  The principal shall specify in the petition the
  145  underlying facts supporting the granting of career status to the
  146  teacher;
  147        5.  "[Probationary teacher] Teacher hearing" means the
  148  hearing before a school district board of education after a
  149  recommendation for dismissal or nonreemployment of a
  150  [probationary] teacher has been made but before any final action

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  155  approve or disapprove the recommendation;
  156        6.  "[Career teacher pretermination hearing" means the]
  157  [informal proceeding before the school district board of education]
  158  [held for the purpose of providing a meaningful opportunity to]
  159  [invoke the discretion of the decision maker after a recommendation]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  183  101.26, as last amended by Section 2, Chapter 112, O.S.L. 2006 (70
  184  O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 6-101.26), is amended to read as follows:
  185        Section 6-101.26  A.  Whenever a board of education receives
  186  a recommendation from the superintendent for the dismissal or
  187  nonreemployment of a teacher, the board or individual designated

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  238        [D.]  The [probationary] teacher hearing shall be conducted
  239  by the district board according to procedures established by the
  240  State Board of Education.
  241        [E.] C.  Only after due consideration of the evidence and
  242  testimony presented at the hearing shall the district board decide

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  260  (70 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 6-101.26), is amended to read as
  261  follows:
  262        Section 6-101.26  A.  Whenever a board of education receives
  263  a recommendation from the superintendent for the dismissal or
  264  nonreemployment of a teacher, the board or individual designated
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  313        [D.]  The [probationary] teacher hearing shall be conducted
  314  by the district board according to procedures established by the
  315  State Board of Education.
  316        [E.] C.  Only after due consideration of the evidence and
  317  testimony presented at the hearing shall the district board decide

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  337  of a teacher and is of the opinion that the immediate suspension
  338  of the teacher would be in the best interests of the children in
  339  the district, the superintendent or the local board of education
  340  upon receiving recommendation for suspension from the
  341  superintendent may suspend the teacher without notice or hearing.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  346  [extension shall not include time for any further appeal process.]
  347  Within ten (10) days' time after [such] the suspension becomes
  348  effective, the local board of education shall initiate a hearing
  349  for dismissal pursuant to law.
  350        However, in a case involving a criminal charge or
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   23        HOUSE BILL NO. 1421      By:      Casey
   24        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
   25               An Act relating to higher education; amending 70 O.S.
   26               2001, Section 2603, as last amended by Section 32,
   27               Chapter 2, O.S.L. 2009 (70 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   58        4.      a.      have graduated within the previous three (3)
   59  years from a high school accredited by the State Board of
   60  Education, or the Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics with
   61  a minimum 2.5 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale for
   62  all work attempted in grades nine through twelve,
   63        b.      have graduated within the previous three (3) years
   64  from a high school not accredited by the State Board of Education
   65  with a minimum 2.5 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale
   66  for all work attempted in grades nine through twelve and have
   67  achieved a composite score of 22 or higher on the ACT test, or
   68        c.      have satisfactorily completed within the previous
   69  three (3) years an educational program that was provided through a
   70  means other than a public or private school and have achieved a
   71  composite score of 22 or higher on the ACT test;
   72        5.  Have completed the curricular requirements for admission
   73  to an institution within The Oklahoma State System of Higher
   74  Education and one additional unit or set of competencies in a
   75  course that meets college admission requirements.  The curriculum
   76  requirements shall include two units or sets of competencies in

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   86  school curricular deficiencies;
   87        6.  Have satisfied admission standards as determined by the
   88  Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education for first-time-
   89  entering students for the appropriate type of institution, or, if
   90  attending a private institution, have satisfied admission
   91  standards as determined by the private institution.  No student
   92  participating in the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program shall
   93  be admitted into an institution of higher education by special
   94  admission standards;
   95        7.  Have secured admission to, and enrolled in, an
   96  institution which is a member of The Oklahoma State System of
   97  Higher Education, a postsecondary vocational-technical program
   98  offered pursuant to a duly approved cooperative agreement between
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   99  a technology center school and an institution of The Oklahoma
  100  State System of Higher Education, or a private institution of
  101  higher learning located within this state and accredited pursuant
  102  to Section 4103 of this title; and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  104  the provisions of subsection D of Section 2605 of this title and
  105  standards and provisions promulgated by the Oklahoma State Regents
  106  for Higher Education,
  107        b.      if the student was adopted between birth and twelve
  108  (12) years of age while in the permanent custody of the Department

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  113  paragraph 1 of subsection E of Section 2605 of this title and
  114  standards and provisions promulgated by the Oklahoma State Regents
  115  for Higher Education, or
  116        c.      if the student was adopted between thirteen (13) and
  117  seventeen (17) years of age while in the permanent custody of the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  122  provisions of paragraph 2 of subsection E of Section 2605 of this
  123  title and standards and provisions promulgated by the Oklahoma
  124  State Regents for Higher Education.
  125        B.  To retain eligibility while pursuing the program of
  126  higher learning in which enrolled, the student shall:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  135        2.  Maintain good academic standing and satisfactory
  136  academic progress according to standards of the Oklahoma State
  137  Regents for Higher Education;
  138        3.  Maintain satisfactory academic progress as required for
  139  eligibility for federal Title IV student financial aid programs.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  142        4.  Comply with the standards related to maintenance of
  143  eligibility as promulgated by the Oklahoma State Regents for
  144  Higher Education; and
  145        [4.] 5.  Refrain from conduct that leads to expulsion or
  146  suspension of more than one semester from an institution of higher
  147  education.  A student who violates the provisions of this
  148  paragraph shall permanently lose eligibility for program benefits.
  149  The provisions of this paragraph shall become effective January 1,
  150  2008.
  151        C.  The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education and the
  152  State Board of Career and Technology Education shall promulgate
  153  rules relating to maintenance of eligibility under this act by a
  154  student.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  158  act shall be the first students eligible for benefits from the
  159  Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Trust Fund.
  160        E.  The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education are
  161  authorized to study, develop and propose criteria for determining
  162  award eligibility based upon the completion of seven (7) semesters
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  431  is not lawfully present in the United States shall not be eligible
  432  on the basis of residence within the state for:
  433        1.  Any postsecondary education benefit, including, but not
  434  limited to, scholarships or financial aid; or
  435        2.  Resident tuition.
  436        B.  The provisions of subsection A of this section shall not
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  437  apply to a student enrolled in a degree program at a postsecondary
  438  educational institution within The Oklahoma State System of Higher
  439  Education during the 2006-2007 school year or any prior year who
  440  received a resident tuition benefit pursuant to Section 3242 of
  441  [Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes] this title at that
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   11                    Jolley of the Senate
   12               An Act relating to schools; directing the State Board
   13               of Education to prepare an annual report of school
   14               achievement; specifying contents of the report;
   15               requiring schools to be identified by grades; listing

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   30               improvement ratings; providing for certain
   31               recognition; directing the State Department of
   32               Education to develop a school report card; requiring
   33               delivery of the school report card to parents;
   34               specifying contents of the school report card;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   47        A.  As part of the accountability system developed as
   48  provided for in Section 1210.541 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma
   49  Statutes, the State Board of Education shall prepare annual
   50  reports of the results of the Oklahoma School Testing Program
   51  which describe student achievement in the state, each school

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   62  of this section shall identify schools as having one of the
   63  following grades, defined according to rules of the State Board of
   64  Education:
   65        1.  "A" means schools making excellent progress;
   66        2.  "B" means schools making above average progress;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   98  school grading system shall receive the school grade designation
   99  of a feeder pattern school identified by the State Department of
  100  Education and verified by the school district.  A school feeder
  101  pattern exists if at least sixty percent (60%) of the students in
  102  the school serving a combination of students in kindergarten

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  128  College Board Advanced Placement courses, International
  129  Baccalaureate courses, concurrent enrollment courses, Advanced
  130  International Certificate of Education courses, and the
  131  achievement of students on national industry certification
  132  identified pursuant to rules adopted by the Board,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  157        3.  For schools comprised of high school grades, the data
  158  listed in paragraphs 1 through 3 of this subsection, and the
  159  following data as the State Department of Education determines the
  160  data are valid and available:
  161        a.      the high school graduation rate of the school as

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  165  courses, International Baccalaureate courses, concurrent
  166  enrollment courses, Advanced International Certificate of
  167  Education courses, and courses or sequence of courses leading to
  168  national industry certification identified pursuant to rules
  169  adopted by the Board,
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  171  enrolled in the school in College Board Advanced Placement
  172  courses, International Baccalaureate courses, and Advanced
  173  International Certificate of Education courses,
  174        d.      earning of college credit by all eligible students
  175  enrolled in the school in concurrent enrollment programs as

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  191        i.      the growth or decline in the data components listed
  192  in subparagraphs a through h of this paragraph from year to year.
  193        G.  The State Board of Education shall adopt appropriate
  194  criteria for each school grade.  The criteria shall also give
  195  added weight to student achievement in reading.  Schools

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  219  through the accountability system developed pursuant to Section
  220  1210.541 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
  221        I.  The Department of Education shall annually develop, in
  222  collaboration with school districts, a school site report card to
  223  be delivered to parents throughout each school district.  The

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  225  regarding school improvement, an explanation of school performance
  226  as evaluated in accordance with the Elementary and Secondary
  227  Education Act of 2001 (ESEA), P.L. No. 107-110, also known as the
  228  No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, and indicators of return on
  229  investment.  Each report card for a school site shall be published

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  239  district shall be calculated by weighting individual school grades
  240  determined pursuant to this section by school enrollment.
  241        L.  The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules to
  242  implement the provisions of this section.
  243        Passed the House of Representatives the 23rd day of
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   45  programs at any public school in the state where [such] programs
   46  are offered[; provided no].  No child shall be required to
   47  attend any early childhood education program.  The following
   48  paragraphs shall govern early childhood programs:
   49        1.  Children who are at least four (4) years of age but not

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   53  as long as the district has the physical facilities and teaching
   54  personnel to accommodate the child.  For purposes of calculation
   55  of State Aid, children in an early childhood education program
   56  shall be included in the average daily membership of the district
   57  providing the program.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   64  refuse to accept a nonresident child if the district does not have
   65  the physical facilities or teaching personnel to accommodate the
   66  child in an early childhood education class.  If the child
   67  requesting the transfer has not reached the age of four (4) years
   68  on or before [September] July 1, the district may refuse to

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  100        [D.] E.  No nonresident and nontransferred pupil shall
  101  be allowed to attend school in any school district unless a
  102  tuition fee equal to the per capita cost of education for a
  103  similar period in [such] the district during the preceding year
  104  has been paid to the receiving district in advance yearly or by
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  105  semester as determined by the district board of education of the
  106  receiving district.  If the State Board of Education discovers
  107  that [such] attendance has been allowed without prior payment of
  108  the tuition fee in advance as required, no further payment of any
  109  State Aid funds shall be made to the district until [such] the
  110  district has shown to the satisfaction of the State Board of
  111  Education that all [such] tuition fees have been paid or that
  112  [such] the tuition pupil will no longer be allowed to attend
  113  school until the required tuition fee has been paid.
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   56  minor children of the marriage, the court:
   57        1.  Shall make provision for guardianship, custody, medical
   58  care, support and education of the children;
   59        2.  Unless not in the best interests of the children, may
   60  provide for the visitation of the noncustodial parent with any of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  143  regularly enrolled in and attending high school, as set forth in
  144  Section 11-103.6 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes, other means
  145  of high school education, or an alternative high school education
  146  program as a full-time student, the child shall be entitled to
  147  support by the parents until the child graduates from high school
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   86  placement of the person in a home with a full-time duly appointed
   87  peace officer who is certified by the Council on Law Enforcement
   88  Education and Training (CLEET) pursuant to the provisions of
   89  Section 3311 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
   90        [E.] F.  Any person having been issued a concealed handgun

Bill Number:  HB 1826  Caption:  Makes languages relating to the
Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act
gender neutral.
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   41  this state;
   42        3.  The practice of nursing which is associated with a
   43  program of study by students enrolled in nursing education
   44  programs approved by the Board;
   45        4.  Persons trained and competency-certified to provide care
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   71        D.  For purposes of this section, "administrative services"
   72  means costs associated with:
   73        1.  Staff for the board of education;
   74        2.  The secretary/clerk for the board of education;
   75        3.  Staff relations;
   76        4.  Negotiations staff;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  109  districts not so penalized.
  110        H.  For the 2003-04 and 2004-05 school year, school
  111  districts shall report to the State Department of Education the
  112  costs associated with administrative services for the school
  113  district as defined in subsection D of this section.

Bill Number:  HB 1930  Caption:  Clarifies language relating to
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   26               2001, Section 24A.16, as amended by Section 1,
   27               Chapter 430, O.S.L. 2003 (51 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section
   28               24A.16), which relates to education records and
   29               material; clarifying language; limiting release of
   30               directory information by certain institutions and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   36  2010, Section 24A.16), is amended to read as follows:
   37        Section 24A.16  A.  Except as set forth in subsection B of
   38  this section, public educational institutions and [their]
   39  employees of public educational institutions may keep
   40  confidential:
   41        1.  Individual student records;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   50  recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of
   51  athletic teams, dates of attendance, degrees and awards received,
   52  and the most recent previous educational institution attended by
   53  the student.  Any educational agency or institution making public
   54  directory information shall give public notice of the categories
   55  of information which it has designated as directory information

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   63  records for the current or previous school year to a school
   64  district at which the student was previously enrolled for purposes
   65  of evaluating educational programs and school effectiveness.
   66        D.  An institution within The Oklahoma State System of
   67  Higher Education or a technology center school shall not be
   68  required to respond to an open records request to copy or
   69  mechanically reproduce student directory information as defined in

Bill Number:  HB 2003  Caption:  Requires utility companies to bear
the entire cost of locating the
utility lines under the turnpike.
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   32  unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as
   33  follows:
   34        For qualified education utility line projects requiring
   35  locating utility lines under a turnpike the Oklahoma Turnpike
   36  Authority may upon approval of the Authority by a majority vote
   37  incur all or a portion of the cost of locating the utility lines
   38  under the turnpike.  As used in this section, "qualified education
   39  utility line project" means a project that is funded in whole or
   40  in part by a general obligation bond issued by a school district

Bill Number:  HB 2003  Caption:  Requires utility companies to bear
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   32  unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as
   33  follows:
   34        For qualified education utility line projects requiring
   35  locating utility lines under a turnpike the Oklahoma Turnpike
   36  Authority may upon approval of the Authority by a majority vote
   37  incur all or a portion of the cost of locating the utility lines
   38  under the turnpike.  As used in this section, "qualified education
   39  utility line project" means a project that is funded in whole or
   40  in part by a general obligation bond issued by a school district
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   48  obstetrics/gynecology, or emergency medicine.
   49        3.  The Program, depending upon and limited to available
   50  funding, shall provide educational loan repayment assistance [for]
   51  [up] to [six] Oklahoma licensed primary care physicians [per year]
   52  who agree to establish a practice in a community located in

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   99  2010 (63 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 1-2722), is amended to read as
  100  follows:
  101        Section 1-2722.  The amount of the award of educational loan
  102  repayment assistance shall not exceed any maximum or minimum
  103  amount as promulgated by rules of the Physician Manpower Training

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  123        1.  Payments to hospitals desiring to establish new primary
  124  care residency programs.  Such payments shall be made to cover the
  125  costs of salaries, benefits and educational costs of residents in
  126  training at the facility;
  127        2.  Payments to hospitals with existing primary residency
  128  programs desiring to expand the number of residents participating
  129  in those programs.  Such payments shall be made to cover the costs
  130  of salaries, benefits and educational costs of residents in
  131  training at the facility; or
  132        3.  Payments of stipends to residents of new or existing

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  176  obstetrics/gynecology, or emergency medicine.
  177        3.  The Program, depending upon and limited to available
  178  funding, shall provide educational loan repayment assistance [for]
  179  [up] to [six] Oklahoma licensed primary care physicians [per year]
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  180  who agree to establish a practice in a community located in
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board" of the State Travel
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   25               An Act relating to schools; amending 70 O.S. 2001,
   26               Section 1-105, which relates to the State Department
   27               of Education definition; expanding authority over
   28               certain agencies to the State Superintendent of
   29               public instruction; modifying authority of the State
   30               Board of Education and the State Superintendent of
   31               Public Instruction; amending 70 O.S. 2001, Section 1-
   32               115, which relates to administration of the public

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   37               by Section 73, Chapter 2, O.S.L. 2010 (70 O.S. Supp.
   38               2010, Sections 3-101 and 3-104), which relate to the
   39               State Board of Education; modifying the role of the
   40               State Board of Education; modifying powers and duties
   41               of the State Board of Education; amending 70 O.S.
   42               2001, Section 3-106, which relates to the office of
   43               the State Superintendent of Public Instruction;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   47               Public Instruction; clarifying language; adding duty
   48               to control and direct the State Department of
   49               Education; providing for the control and direction of
   50               the State Department of Education; establishing the
   51               powers and duties of the State Superintendent of
   52               Public Instruction; providing for codification; and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   55        SECTION 1.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 2001, Section 1-105,
   56  is amended to read as follows:
   57        Section 1-105.  A.  The State Department of Education is
   58  that department of the state government in which the agencies
   59  created or authorized by the Constitution and Legislature are

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   61  policies and directing the administration and supervision of the
   62  public school system of the state.  These agencies are the State
   63  Board of Education, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction
   64  and [such] any divisions and positions as may be established by
   65  law [and], by the State Board of Education or by the State
   66  Superintendent of Public Instruction.
   67        B.  The State Board of Education is that agency in the State
   68  Department of Education which shall be the governing board of
   69  [said Department and] the public school system of the state.
   70        C.  The State Superintendent of Public Instruction is the
   71  official provided for in Section 1 of Article VI[, Section 1,]
   72  of the Oklahoma Constitution [of Oklahoma] who shall be the
   73  executive officer of the State Board of Education and have
   74  control of and direct the State Department of Education.
   75        SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 2001, Section 1-115,
   76  is amended to read as follows:
   77        Section 1-115.  The public school system in Oklahoma shall
   78  be administered by the State Department of Education, State
   79  Superintendent of [Schools] Public Instruction, [county]
   80  [superintendents of schools,] boards of education of school
   81  districts, and superintendents of [schools of independent] school
   82  districts.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   84  as amended by Section 15, Chapter 375, O.S.L. 2002 (70 O.S. Supp.
   85  2010, Section 3-101), is amended to read as follows:
   86        Section 3-101.  The State Board of Education [shall be the]
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   87  [governing board of the State Department of Education and] shall
   88  consist of seven (7) members.  The State Superintendent of Public
   89  Instruction shall be a member and the chairperson of said Board.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   98  months following or preceding the appointment of the member.
   99  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the State
  100  Department of Education shall not charge any member of the State
  101  Board of Education a fee for any workshop provided by the
  102  Department for board members pursuant to Section 5-110 of this
  103  title and shall not pay a fee to any organization or institution
  104  of higher education on behalf of a member of the State Board of
  105  Education, or reimburse any member of the Board for a fee paid to
  106  any organization or institution of higher education, for
  107  attendance at a workshop or courses to satisfy the requirements of
  108  Section 5-110 of this title.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  143  [the Oklahoma Statutes].
  144        Provided, that persons serving as members of the State Board
  145  of Education on [the effective date of this act] May 20, 1994,
  146  shall continue to serve as members of the State Board of Education
  147  for the terms for which they were appointed.
  148        SECTION 4.     AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 2001, Section 3-104,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  150  Supp. 2010, Section 3-104), is amended to read as follows:
  151        Section 3-104.  The [control of the State Department of]
  152  [Education and the] supervision of the public school system of
  153  Oklahoma shall be vested in the State Board of Education and,
  154  subject to limitations otherwise provided by law, the State Board
  155  of Education shall:
  156        1.  [Establish and prescribe the duties of an executive]
  157  [officer who shall be the State Superintendent of Public]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  159  [give advice and make recommendations to the Board on all matters]
  160  [pertaining to the policies and administration of the State]
  161  [Department of Education and the public school system;]
  162        [2.]  Adopt policies and make rules for the operation of [the]
  163  [State Department of Education and] the public school system of the
  164  state;
  165        [3.  Organize and have control of the administrative and]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  169  [officer;]
  170        [4.  Have authority to require the coordination of all]
  171  [divisions of the State Department of Education through its]
  172  [executive officer, delegate general supervision of all employees]
  173  [to its executive officer, require all recommendations to be]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  179  compensation of a secretary, an attorney and all other personnel
  180  necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the State
  181  Board of Education.  The secretary shall not be a member of the
  182  Board;
  183        [6.] 3.  Submit to the Governor a departmental budget

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  186  detailed data on needs and proposed operations as partially
  187  determined by the budgetary needs of local school districts filed
  188  with the State Board of Education for the ensuing fiscal year.
  189  Appropriations therefor shall be made in lump-sum form for each
  190  major item in the budget as follows:
  191        a.      State Aid to schools,
  192        b.      the supervision of all other functions of general
  193  and special education including general control, free textbooks,
  194  school lunch, Indian education and all other functions of the
  195  Board and an amount sufficient to adequately staff and administer
  196  these services, and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  211  other pertinent data for all public schools in this state,
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  212        b.      reports from each and every division within the
  213  State Department of Education as submitted by the State
  214  Superintendent of Public Instruction and any other division,
  215  department, institution or other agency under the supervision of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  218  school system of the state,
  219        d.      a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the
  220  State Board of Education for the past year, and
  221        e.      a statement of plans and recommendations for the
  222  management and improvement of public schools and such other
  223  information relating to the educational interests of the state as
  224  may be deemed necessary and desirable;
  225        [8.] 5.  Provide for the formulation and adoption of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  236  teachers and for other personnel performing instructional,
  237  administrative and supervisory services, but not including members
  238  of boards of education and other employees who do not work
  239  directly with pupils, and may charge and collect reasonable fees
  240  for the issuance of such certificates:
  241        a.      the State Department of Education shall not issue a
  242  certificate to and shall revoke the certificate of any person who
  243  has been convicted, whether upon a verdict or plea of guilty or

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  257  laws,
  258        b.      all funds collected by the State Department of
  259  Education for the issuance of certificates to instructional,
  260  supervisory and administrative personnel in the public schools of
  261  the state shall be deposited in the "Teachers' Certificate Fund"
  262  in the State Treasury and may be expended by the State Board of
  263  Education to finance the activities of the State Department of
  264  Education necessary to administer the program, for consultative
  265  services, publication costs, actual and necessary travel expenses
  266  as provided in the State Travel Reimbursement Act incurred by
  267  persons performing research work, and other expenses found
  268  necessary by the State Board of Education for the improvement of
  269  the preparation and certification of teachers in Oklahoma.
  270  Provided, any unobligated balance in the Teachers' Certificate

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  272  any fiscal year shall be transferred to the General Revenue Fund
  273  of the State of Oklahoma.  Until July 1, 1997, the State Board of
  274  Education shall have authority for approval of teacher education
  275  programs.  The State Board of Education shall also have authority
  276  for the administration of teacher residency and professional
  277  development, subject to the provisions of the Oklahoma Teacher

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  280  inspection, supervision and accrediting of all public nursery,
  281  kindergarten, elementary and secondary schools and on-site
  282  educational services provided by public school districts or state-
  283  accredited private schools in partial hospitalization programs,
  284  day treatment programs, and day hospital programs as defined in

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  292  which will inundate the school facilities, shall be entitled to
  293  receive probationary accreditation from the State Board of
  294  Education for a period of five (5) years after the effective date
  295  of this act and any school district, otherwise qualified, shall be
  296  entitled to receive probationary accreditation from the State
  297  Board of Education for a period of two (2) consecutive years to
  298  attain the minimum average daily attendance.  The Head Start and
  299  public nurseries or kindergartens operated from Community Action
  300  Program funds shall not be subjected to the accrediting rules of
  301  the State Board of Education.  Neither will the State Board of
  302  Education make rules affecting the operation of the public
  303  nurseries and kindergartens operated from federal funds secured
  304  through Community Action Programs even though they may be

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  306  Head Start or public nurseries or kindergartens operated under
  307  federal regulations may make application for accrediting from the
  308  State Board of Education but will be accredited only if
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  309  application for the approval of the programs is made.  The status
  310  of no school district shall be changed which will reduce it to a

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  314        Private and parochial schools may be accredited and
  315  classified in like manner as public schools or, if an accrediting
  316  association is approved by the State Board of Education, by
  317  procedures established by the State Board of Education to accept
  318  accreditation by such accrediting association, if application is
  319  made to the State Board of Education for such accrediting;
  320        [11.] 8.  Be the legal agent of the State of Oklahoma to
  321  accept, in its discretion, the provisions of any Act of Congress
  322  appropriating or apportioning funds which are now, or may
  323  hereafter be, provided for use in connection with any phase of the
  324  system of public education in Oklahoma.  It shall prescribe such
  325  rules as it finds necessary to provide for the proper distribution
  326  of such funds in accordance with the state and federal laws;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  332  unless otherwise provided by law;
  333        [13.] 10.  Be and is hereby designated as the "State
  334  Educational Agency" referred to in Public Law 396 of the 79th
  335  Congress of the United States, which law states that said act may
  336  be cited as the "National School Lunch Act", and said State Board
  337  of Education is hereby authorized and directed to accept the terms
  338  and provisions of said act and to enter into such agreements, not
  339  in conflict with the Constitution of Oklahoma or the Constitution

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  359  schools in said districts as the Board may deem needful for the
  360  proper exercise of its duties and functions.  Such authority shall
  361  include the right of the State Board of Education to withhold all
  362  state funds under its control, to withhold official recognition,
  363  including accrediting, until such required reports have been filed

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  365  certificates of persons failing or refusing to make such reports;
  366        [17.] 14.  Have general supervision of the school lunch
  367  program.  The State Board of Education may sponsor workshops for
  368  personnel and participants in the school lunch program and may
  369  develop, print and distribute free of charge or sell any

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  373  Workshop Revolving Fund.  The fund shall consist of all fees
  374  derived from or on behalf of any participant in any such workshop
  375  sponsored by the State Board of Education, or from the sale of any
  376  materials, books and bulletins, and such funds shall be disbursed
  377  for expenses of such workshops and for developing, printing and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  380  accordance with the Revolving Fund Procedures Act;
  381        [18.] 15.  Prescribe all forms for school district and
  382  county officers to report to the State Board of Education where
  383  required.  The State Board of Education shall also prescribe a
  384  list of appropriation accounts by which the funds of school
  385  districts shall be budgeted, accounted for and expended; and it

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  414  lands, any monies as may be appropriated or designated by the
  415  Legislature, other than ad valorem taxes, any other funds
  416  identified by the State Department of Education, which may
  417  include, but not be limited to, grants-in-aid from the federal
  418  government for building purposes, the proceeds of all property

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  452  Board is authorized to prorate grants awarded if monies are not
  453  sufficient in the fund to award grants to qualified districts.
  454  The State Board of Education shall prescribe rules for making
  455  grants of aid from, and for otherwise administering, the fund
  456  pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph, and may employ and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  459  carry out the provisions of this paragraph.  The cost of
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  460  administering the fund shall be paid from monies appropriated to
  461  the State Board of Education for the operation of the State
  462  Department of Education;
  463        [25.] 22.  Recognize that the Director of the Oklahoma
  464  Department of Corrections shall be the administrative authority
  465  for the schools which are maintained in the state reformatories
  466  and shall appoint the principals and teachers in such schools.
  467  Provided, that rules of the State Board of Education for the
  468  classification, inspection and accreditation of public schools
  469  shall be applicable to such schools; and such schools shall comply
  470  with standards set by the State Board of Education;
  471        [26.] 23.  Have authority to administer a revolving fund
  472  which is hereby created in the State Treasury, to be designated

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  476  purpose of furnishing or financing statistical services and for
  477  any other purpose as designated by the Legislature.  The State
  478  Board of Education is hereby authorized to enter into agreements
  479  with school districts, municipalities, the United States
  480  Government, foundations and other agencies or individuals for

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  489  until preliminary plans and specifications for such construction
  490  or alteration have been submitted to and reviewed by the State
  491  Department of Education.  The period of time during which such
  492  review is conducted by the State Department of Education shall not
  493  exceed thirty (30) days.  The State Department of Education shall
  494  advise each local school district regarding said review of
  495  preliminary plans and specifications.  Provided, nothing in this

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  519  and functions of school district officials, and each two (2) years
  520  [he] shall cause to be compiled, published and distributed to
  521  boards of education and other public officials [he believes should]
  522  [receive the same,] as deemed necessary the school laws in
  523  force[, with such].  The school laws shall include court

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  525  matter relating to the school laws as [he deems] deemed
  526  appropriate[; and he].  The State Superintendent shall have
  527  control of and direct the State Department of Education and shall
  528  perform [such] any other duties pertaining to the public school
  529  system as shall be prescribed by law or the State Board of
  530  Education.  [He] The State Superintendent may affiliate with the
  531  National Council of Chief State School Officers and [such] any
  532  other national and state organizations as [he believes] will be of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  534  dues or assessments for membership therein shall be payable from
  535  any appropriation that is available for the payment of current
  536  operative expenses of the State Department of Education.
  537        SECTION 7.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be
  538  codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 3-107.1 of Title 70,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  540  follows:
  541        The State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall have
  542  the control of and direct the State Department of Education.  In
  543  addition to any other powers and duties as set forth by the
  544  Oklahoma Constitution or by law, the State Superintendent shall:
  545        1.  Give advice and make recommendations to the State Board
  546  of Education on all matters pertaining to the policies and
  547  administration of the public school system;
  548        2.  Adopt policies and make rules for the organization,
  549  operation and administration of the State Department of Education;
  550        3.  Organize and have control of the administration of the
  551  State Department of Education and any other supervisory agencies,
  552  divisions, personnel and their appointment and salaries and other
  553  operations necessary to carry out the powers, duties and functions
  554  of the State Superintendent and the State Board of Education;
  555        4.  Have authority to require the coordination of all
  556  divisions of the State Department of Education and have general
  557  supervision of all employees of the Department;
  558        5.  Present all recommendations of the Department to the
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   14               131, O.S.L. 2009 (70 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 3311),
   15               which relates to the Council on Law Enforcement
   16               Education and Training; clarifying requirement for
   17               undergoing certain psychological evaluation; and
   18               providing an effective date.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   22  2010, Section 3311), is amended to read as follows:
   23        Section 3311.  A.  There is hereby created a Council on Law
   24  Enforcement Education and Training which shall be, and is hereby
   25  declared to be, a governmental law enforcement agency of the State
   26  of Oklahoma, body politic and corporate, with powers of government
   27  and with the authority to exercise the rights, privileges and
   28  functions necessary to ensure the professional training and
   29  continuing education of law enforcement officers in the State of
   30  Oklahoma.  These rights, privileges and functions include, but are
   31  not limited to, those specified in Sections 3311 through 3311.10

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   74  officer;
   75        10.  One member appointed by the Chancellor of Higher
   76  Education who shall be a representative of East Central
   77  University;
   78        11.  One member who is the immediate past chair of the
   79  Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training;
   80        12.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint
   81  one member from a list of three or more nominees submitted by a

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   91        The Director selected by the Council shall be an ex officio
   92  member of the Council and shall act as Secretary.  The Council on
   93  Law Enforcement Education and Training shall select a chair and
   94  vice-chair from among its members.  Members of the Council on Law
   95  Enforcement Education and Training shall not receive a salary for
   96  duties performed as members of the Council, but shall be
   97  reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
   98  performance of Council duties pursuant to the provisions of the
   99  State Travel Reimbursement Act.
  100        B.  The Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training is
  101  hereby authorized and directed to:
  102        1.  Appoint a larger Advisory Council to discuss problems
  103  and hear recommendations concerning necessary research, minimum
  104  standards, educational needs, and other matters imperative to
  105  upgrading Oklahoma law enforcement to professional status;
  106        2.  Promulgate rules with respect to such matters as

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  124  limited to duly appointed members of legally constituted local,
  125  county, and state law enforcement agencies on the basis of
  126  educational and financial need;
  127        7.  Appoint a Director and an Assistant Director to direct
  128  the staff, inform the Council of compliance with the provisions of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  175  Legislature to increase the assessment penalty to such a level or
  176  appropriate sufficient monies to the Council on Law Enforcement
  177  Education and Training to make payments on the lease, loan or
  178  other agreement for the purpose of retiring the bonds to be issued
  179  by the Oklahoma Development Finance Authority or local public

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  188  representatives from security guard and private investigative
  189  agencies to advise the Council concerning necessary research,
  190  minimum standards for licensure, education, and other matters
  191  related to licensure of security guards, security guard agencies,
  192  private investigators, and private investigative agencies;
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  193        13.  Enter into agreements with individuals, educational
  194  institutions, agencies, and business and tribal entities for
  195  professional services, the use of facilities and supplies, and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  197  to schedule functions after-hours, on weekends, or anytime such
  198  requests extend staff beyond its normal capacity, whereby
  199  contracting individuals, educational institutions, agencies, and
  200  business and tribal entities shall pay a fee to be determined by
  201  the Council by rule.  All fees collected pursuant to these

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  217  (6) members as follows:
  218        a.      one member shall be selected by the Chancellor for
  219  Higher Education, who possesses a background of creation and
  220  review of curriculum and experience teaching criminal justice or
  221  law enforcement courses, who shall serve an initial term of one

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  238  initial term of one (1) year, and
  239        f.      one member selected by the Oklahoma Department of
  240  Career and Technology Education from the Curriculum Material and
  241  Instructional Material Center, who shall serve an initial term of
  242  three (3) years.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  248  review and establish curriculum for all CLEET academies and
  249  training courses pursuant to procedures established by the Council
  250  on Law Enforcement Education and Training;
  251        17.  Conduct review and verification of any records relating
  252  to the statutory duties of CLEET;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  291        D.  Failure of the Legislature to appropriate necessary
  292  funds to provide for expenses and operations of the Council on Law
  293  Enforcement Education and Training shall not invalidate other
  294  provisions of this section relating to the creation and duties of
  295  the Council.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  325        b.      such person has undergone psychological evaluation
  326  by the employing agency using a psychological instrument approved
  327  by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training.  The
  328  employing agency shall administer the psychological instrument in
  329  accordance with standards established within the test document.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  339  additional recommendations to assist the employing agency in
  340  determining whether to certify to the Council on Law Enforcement
  341  Education and Training that the person being evaluated is suitable
  342  to serve as a peace officer in the State of Oklahoma.  No
  343  additional procedures or requirements shall be imposed for

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  390  satisfactorily completed a basic police course approved by the
  391  Council.  All basic police courses shall include a minimum of four
  392  (4) hours of education and training in recognizing and managing a
  393  person appearing to require mental health treatment or services.
  394  The training shall include training in crime and drug prevention,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  466  has been granted by the proper agency; however, any person who has
  467  been trained and certified by the Council on Law Enforcement
  468  Education and Training and is actively employed as a full-time
  469  peace officer as of November 1, 1985, shall not be subject to the
  470  provisions of this subsection for convictions occurring prior to

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  527  purpose of obtaining peace officer certification or reinstatement.
  528  It is unlawful for any person to willfully submit false or
  529  fraudulent documents relating to continuing education rosters,
  530  transcripts or certificates, or any canine license application.
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  531  Any person convicted of a violation of this subsection shall be

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  551        d.      falsification or a willful misrepresentation of
  552  information in an employment application or application to the
  553  Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training, records of
  554  evidence, or in testimony under oath,
  555        e.      revocation or voluntary surrender of police or peace

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  604  conviction shall not be the basis for revocation of certification;
  605  provided further, that any person who has been trained and
  606  certified by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training
  607  and is actively employed as a full-time peace officer as of
  608  November 1, 1985, shall not be subject to the provisions of this

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  673  guilt is entered by, against or on behalf of a certified police or
  674  peace officer to report such plea, agreement, or other finding of
  675  guilt to the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training
  676  within ten (10) days of such plea agreement or the finding of
  677  guilt.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  714  Service.
  715        2.  The Council shall appoint a Drug Dog Advisory Council to
  716  make recommendations concerning minimum standards, educational
  717  needs, and other matters imperative to the certification of
  718  canines and canine teams trained to detect controlled dangerous

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  748  Department of Defense.
  749        2.  The Council shall appoint a Bomb Dog Advisory Council to
  750  make recommendations concerning minimum standards, educational
  751  needs, and other matters imperative to the certification of
  752  canines and canine teams trained to detect explosives, explosive

Bill Number:  SB 162  Caption:  Allows retired district attorneys who have
verified their status as a former district
attorney to carry firearms anywhere in the
state; allows distrdistrict attorney
investigators to keep badges and sidearm's
after retirement.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  3

Author:  Justice

Track(s):  
 

   30  training conducted by a state-certified firearms instructor
   31  which meets the minimum requirements for firearms training as set
   32  forth by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training.
   33        B.  At the discretion of the district attorney, the district
   34  attorney may allow an assistant district attorney to carry a

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   38  firearms instructor which meets the minimum requirements for
   39  firearms training as set forth by the Council on Law Enforcement
   40  Education and Training.
   41        SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY     19 O.S. 2001, Section 215.35A,
   42  is amended to read as follows:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   46  activity or preparation of civil litigation within the district.
   47        B.  If the district attorney's investigator is certified as
   48  a peace officer by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and
   49  Training the investigator shall be considered a peace officer and
   50  shall have the powers now or hereafter vested by law in peace

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   53  investigator for the district attorney, an investigator who has
   54  been certified as a peace officer by the Council on Law
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   55  Enforcement Education and Training shall have jurisdiction in any
   56  portion of the state.
   57        D.  Any district attorney's investigator certified as a
   58  peace officer by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and
   59  Training may at the discretion of the district attorney be
   60  entitled to receive at the time of retirement, by reason of length
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   45  commission the Director of Homeland Security as a peace officer if
   46  at the time of appointment the Director is certified as a law
   47  enforcement officer by the Council on Law Enforcement Education
   48  and Training (CLEET) or as a state trooper if at the time of
   49  appointment the Director is a CLEET-certified officer of the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   84  Legislature, state agencies, and local elected officials and local
   85  governments, emergency responder groups, private-sector
   86  businesses, educational institutions, volunteer organizations, and
   87  the general public.  State agencies receiving federal funding for
   88  homeland security purposes shall report the amount and intended
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   47  commission the Director of Homeland Security as a peace officer if
   48  at the time of appointment the Director is certified as a law
   49  enforcement officer by the Council on Law Enforcement Education
   50  and Training (CLEET) or as a state trooper if at the time of
   51  appointment the Director is a CLEET-certified officer of the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   86  Legislature, state agencies, and local elected officials and local
   87  governments, emergency responder groups, private-sector
   88  businesses, educational institutions, volunteer organizations, and
   89  the general public.  State agencies receiving federal funding for
   90  homeland security purposes shall report the amount and intended
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   11                    Thomsen of the House
   12               An Act relating to Council on Law Enforcement
   13               Education and Training; amending 59 O.S. 2001,
   14               Section 1750.3, as last amended by Section 2, Chapter
   15               360, O.S.L. 2007 (59 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section
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   16               1750.3), which relates to powers and duties of
   17               director; modifying certain continuing education
   18               requirement; and providing an effective date.
   19  BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   22  Supp. 2010, Section 1750.3), is amended to read as follows:
   23        Section 1750.3.  A.  The director of the Council on Law
   24  Enforcement Education and Training, and any staff member
   25  designated by the director, shall have all the powers and
   26  authority of peace officers of this state for the purposes of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   35  officer shall, upon request, assist any federal, state, county, or
   36  municipal law enforcement agency.
   37        B.  The Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training
   38  shall have the following powers and duties:
   39        1.  To promulgate rules to carry out the purposes of the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   59  instruction;
   60        4.  To establish minimum requirements for a mandatory
   61  continuing education program for all licensed private
   62  investigators and security guards which shall include, but not be
   63  limited to:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   65  hours of required attendance, not to exceed [sixteen (16)]
   66  twenty-four (24) clock hours during the licensing period, at
   67  accredited educational functions,
   68        b.      establishing the penalties to be imposed upon a
   69  licensee for failure to comply with the continuing education
   70  requirements,
   71        c.      designating the Private Security Advisory Committee
   72  to assist the Council in establishing the criteria for determining
   73  the qualifications of proposed continuing education programs that
   74  would be submitted to the Council for accreditation to meet this
   75  requirement, and
   76        d.      providing that the expense of such continuing
   77  education shall be paid by the licensee participating therein;
   78        5.  To grant a waiver of any training requirement, except
   79  firearms training which shall be required for an armed security
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  366  affects proper supervision of the person including, but not
  367  limited to, a change in the physical health of the person,
  368  address, employment, or educational status, higher educational
  369  status, incarceration, or terms of release, the supervising
  370  officer or administrator shall notify the appropriate local law
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  178  [December 21, 2003,] is at least twenty-five (25) years of age next
  179  preceding the date of filing for office, and possesses at least
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  180  a high school education, shall be eligible to hold the office of
  181  county sheriff or to file therefor.  Provided, however, in
  182  counties with populations of five hundred thousand (500,000) or

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  186  shall complete a sheriff's administrative school which has been
  187  developed by the Oklahoma Sheriff's Association and which has been
  188  approved by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training
  189  (CLEET).  Failure to complete the sheriff's administrative school
  190  within the specified period shall preclude the new sheriff from
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   15               131, O.S.L. 2009 (70 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 3311),
   16               which relates to the Council on Law Enforcement
   17               Education and Training; adding certain duties to the
   18               Council; and providing an effective date.
   19  BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   22  2010, Section 3311), is amended to read as follows:
   23        Section 3311.  A.  There is hereby created a Council on Law
   24  Enforcement Education and Training which shall be, and is hereby
   25  declared to be, a governmental law enforcement agency of the State
   26  of Oklahoma, body politic and corporate, with powers of government
   27  and with the authority to exercise the rights, privileges and
   28  functions necessary to ensure the professional training and
   29  continuing education of law enforcement officers in the State of
   30  Oklahoma.  These rights, privileges and functions include, but are
   31  not limited to, those specified in Sections 3311 through 3311.10

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   74  officer;
   75        10.  One member appointed by the Chancellor of Higher
   76  Education who shall be a representative of East Central
   77  University;
   78        11.  One member who is the immediate past chair of the
   79  Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training;
   80        12.  The President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall appoint
   81  one member from a list of three or more nominees submitted by a

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   91        The Director selected by the Council shall be an ex officio
   92  member of the Council and shall act as Secretary.  The Council on
   93  Law Enforcement Education and Training shall select a chair and
   94  vice-chair from among its members.  Members of the Council on Law
   95  Enforcement Education and Training shall not receive a salary for
   96  duties performed as members of the Council, but shall be
   97  reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
   98  performance of Council duties pursuant to the provisions of the
   99  State Travel Reimbursement Act.
  100        B.  The Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training is
  101  hereby authorized and directed to:
  102        1.  Appoint a larger Advisory Council to discuss problems
  103  and hear recommendations concerning necessary research, minimum
  104  standards, educational needs, and other matters imperative to
  105  upgrading Oklahoma law enforcement to professional status;
  106        2.  Promulgate rules with respect to such matters as

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  124  limited to duly appointed members of legally constituted local,
  125  county, and state law enforcement agencies on the basis of
  126  educational and financial need;
  127        7.  Appoint a Director and an Assistant Director to direct
  128  the staff, inform the Council of compliance with the provisions of

---------- Skip to Line ----------
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  175  Legislature to increase the assessment penalty to such a level or
  176  appropriate sufficient monies to the Council on Law Enforcement
  177  Education and Training to make payments on the lease, loan or
  178  other agreement for the purpose of retiring the bonds to be issued
  179  by the Oklahoma Development Finance Authority or local public

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  188  representatives from security guard and private investigative
  189  agencies to advise the Council concerning necessary research,
  190  minimum standards for licensure, education, and other matters
  191  related to licensure of security guards, security guard agencies,
  192  private investigators, and private investigative agencies;
  193        13.  Enter into agreements with individuals, educational
  194  institutions, agencies, and business and tribal entities for
  195  professional services, the use of facilities and supplies, and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  197  to schedule functions after-hours, on weekends, or anytime such
  198  requests extend staff beyond its normal capacity, whereby
  199  contracting individuals, educational institutions, agencies, and
  200  business and tribal entities shall pay a fee to be determined by
  201  the Council by rule.  All fees collected pursuant to these

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  217  (6) members as follows:
  218        a.      one member shall be selected by the Chancellor for
  219  Higher Education, who possesses a background of creation and
  220  review of curriculum and experience teaching criminal justice or
  221  law enforcement courses, who shall serve an initial term of one

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  238  initial term of one (1) year, and
  239        f.      one member selected by the Oklahoma Department of
  240  Career and Technology Education from the Curriculum Material and
  241  Instructional Material Center, who shall serve an initial term of
  242  three (3) years.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  248  review and establish curriculum for all CLEET academies and
  249  training courses pursuant to procedures established by the Council
  250  on Law Enforcement Education and Training;
  251        17.  Conduct review and verification of any records relating
  252  to the statutory duties of CLEET;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  344        D.  Failure of the Legislature to appropriate necessary
  345  funds to provide for expenses and operations of the Council on Law
  346  Enforcement Education and Training shall not invalidate other
  347  provisions of this section relating to the creation and duties of
  348  the Council.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  378        b.      such person has undergone psychological evaluation
  379  by the employing agency using a psychological instrument approved
  380  by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training.  The
  381  employing agency shall administer the psychological instrument in
  382  accordance with standards established within the test document.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  392  additional recommendations to assist the employing agency in
  393  determining whether to certify to the Council on Law Enforcement
  394  Education and Training that the person being evaluated is suitable
  395  to serve as a peace officer in the State of Oklahoma.  No
  396  additional procedures or requirements shall be imposed for

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  440  satisfactorily completed a basic police course approved by the
  441  Council.  All basic police courses shall include a minimum of four
  442  (4) hours of education and training in recognizing and managing a
  443  person appearing to require mental health treatment or services.
  444  The training shall include training in crime and drug prevention,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

21345



  516  has been granted by the proper agency; however, any person who has
  517  been trained and certified by the Council on Law Enforcement
  518  Education and Training and is actively employed as a full-time
  519  peace officer as of November 1, 1985, shall not be subject to the
  520  provisions of this subsection for convictions occurring prior to

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  577  purpose of obtaining peace officer certification or reinstatement.
  578  It is unlawful for any person to willfully submit false or
  579  fraudulent documents relating to continuing education rosters,
  580  transcripts or certificates, or any canine license application.
  581  Any person convicted of a violation of this subsection shall be

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  601        d.      falsification or a willful misrepresentation of
  602  information in an employment application or application to the
  603  Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training, records of
  604  evidence, or in testimony under oath,
  605        e.      revocation or voluntary surrender of police or peace

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  654  conviction shall not be the basis for revocation of certification;
  655  provided further, that any person who has been trained and
  656  certified by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training
  657  and is actively employed as a full-time peace officer as of
  658  November 1, 1985, shall not be subject to the provisions of this

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  723  guilt is entered by, against or on behalf of a certified police or
  724  peace officer to report such plea, agreement, or other finding of
  725  guilt to the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training
  726  within ten (10) days of such plea agreement or the finding of
  727  guilt.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  764  Service.
  765        2.  The Council shall appoint a Drug Dog Advisory Council to
  766  make recommendations concerning minimum standards, educational
  767  needs, and other matters imperative to the certification of
  768  canines and canine teams trained to detect controlled dangerous

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  798  Department of Defense.
  799        2.  The Council shall appoint a Bomb Dog Advisory Council to
  800  make recommendations concerning minimum standards, educational
  801  needs, and other matters imperative to the certification of
  802  canines and canine teams trained to detect explosives, explosive
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   66  convenient for applicants.  The Department shall consider giving
   67  the examination at various school sites if the district board of
   68  education for the district in which the site is located agrees and
   69  if economically feasible and practicable.
   70        B.  Any person holding a valid Oklahoma Class D license and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   78  examination, except for any endorsements thereon as otherwise
   79  provided for by Section 6-110.1 of this title.
   80        D.  Any certified driver education instructor may administer
   81  the written portion of the Oklahoma driving examination as
   82  required for a driver education course.
   83        SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1,
   84  2011.
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  142  or lease or right of possession in land;
  143        3.  "Recreational use" means any activity undertaken for
  144  exercise, education, relaxation, or pleasure on land owned by
  145  another; and
  146        4.  "Recreational trespass" means remaining on land for a
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  529  provisions of this section, the court shall order, in addition to
  530  any other penalty, the defendant to pay a one-hundred-dollar
  531  assessment to be deposited in the Drug Abuse Education and
  532  Treatment Revolving Fund created in Section 2-503.2 of Title 63 of
  533  the Oklahoma Statutes, upon collection.
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   30        B.  The task force shall consist of seven (7) members as
   31  follows:
   32        1.  The Chair of the Senate Education Committee, or
   33  designee;
   34        2.  The Chair of the House Common Education Committee, or
   35  designee;
   36        3.  One member appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   49  public school administrator from a school district with an average
   50  daily membership under one thousand (1,000).
   51        C.  The Chair of the Senate Education Committee shall
   52  designate the chair of the task force.  Appointments to the task
   53  force shall be made by August 31, 2011.  Meetings of the task

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   60  filled by the original appointing authority.  Staff support for
   61  the task force shall be provided by the State Department of
   62  Education, the Senate, and the House of Representatives.
   63        D.  Members of the task force shall receive no compensation
   64  for serving on the task force, but shall receive travel

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   82  declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect
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   83  and be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
   84        COMMITTEE REPORT BY: COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, dated 2-14-11 -
   85  DO PASS, As Coauthored.
   86  Req. No. \*Req. No.*\Page 1

Bill Number:  SB 584  Caption:  Allows recipients in the Oklahoma Law
Enforcement Retirement System to directly
transfer funds from Eligible Rollover
Distribution to a Roth IRA; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Engrossed

Pages:  40

Author:  Brown

Track(s):  
 

   47  Oklahoma Highway Patrol Division of the Department of Public
   48  Safety who have obtained certification from the Council on Law
   49  Enforcement Education and Training, and all cadets of a Patrol
   50  Academy of the Department of Public Safety,
   51        (2)      law enforcement officers and criminalists of the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  298  prevents the member from performing the duties of any occupation
  299  or service for which the member is qualified by reason of
  300  training, education or experience.  A person is not under a
  301  disability when capable of performing a service to the employer,
  302  regardless of occupation, providing the salary of the employee is

Bill Number:  SB 606  Caption:  Allows for the Governor to make certain
executive branch appointments.Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  22

Author:  Russell

Track(s):  
 

   69  Executive Director of the Office of Juvenile Affairs [shall] are
   70  that the person be qualified for such position by character,
   71  ability, education, training, and successful administrative
   72  experience in the corrections or juvenile justice field; shall
   73  have earned a master's degree or other advanced degree from an

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   75  least one of the following:  Corrections, juvenile justice,
   76  juvenile delinquency, criminal justice, law, police science,
   77  criminology, psychology, sociology, administration, education, or
   78  a related social science, and three (3) years' work experience in
   79  corrections or juvenile justice, or a bachelor's degree in the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  260        Section 506.  There is hereby created the position of
  261  Director of Corrections.  The Director shall be qualified for such
  262  position by character, personality, ability, education, training
  263  and successful administrative experience in the correctional
  264  field; shall have earned a Master's Degree from an accredited
  265  college or university with a major field of study in at least one
  266  of the following: Corrections, criminal justice, police science,
  267  criminology, psychology, sociology, administration, education, or
  268  a related social science, and five (5) years' work experience in
  269  corrections, or a bachelor's degree in the degree areas above

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  394  longer needed; any money derived therefrom shall be deposited in
  395  the Public Health Special Fund.
  396        9.  Sell films, educational materials, biological products
  397  and other items produced by the State Department of Health; and
  398  all proceeds therefrom shall be deposited in the Public Health

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  432        13.  The State Commissioner of Health may appoint
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  433  commissioned peace officers, certified by the Council on Law
  434  Enforcement Education and Training, to investigate violations of
  435  the Public Health Code and to provide security to Department
  436  facilities.

Bill Number:  SB 645  Caption:  Allows licensure boards to establish
procedures for to consider persons that
have pleaded guilty to nonviolent offenses
for occupational licenses; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  34

Author:  Coates

Track(s):  
 

   47  knowledge and use of the mathematical, physical and engineering
   48  sciences and the principles and methods of engineering analysis
   49  and design, acquired by engineering education and engineering
   50  experience, is qualified, after meeting the requirements of
   51  Section 475.1 et seq. of this title and the regulations issued by

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   57  pursuant thereto;
   58        3.  "Engineer intern" means a person who complies with the
   59  requirements for education and experience and has passed an
   60  examination in the fundamental engineering subjects, as provided
   61  in Section 475.1 et seq. of this title and the regulations issued

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   63        4.  "Practice of engineering" means any service or creative
   64  work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering
   65  education, training and experience in the application of special
   66  knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences
   67  to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  115  physical and applied sciences and the relevant requirements of law
  116  for adequate evidence and all requisite to surveying of real
  117  property, acquired by education and experience, is qualified to
  118  engage in the practice of land surveying;
  119        6.  "Land surveyor intern" means a person who complies with
  120  the requirements for education and experience, and has passed an
  121  examination in the fundamental land surveying subjects, as
  122  provided in Section 475.1 et seq. of this title and regulations

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  206        13.  "Core curriculum" means the Board-approved land
  207  surveying courses adopted by Board policy, developed to ensure
  208  that land surveyor applicants meet the minimum educational
  209  requirements for licensure.
  210        SECTION 2.     AMENDATORY      59 O.S. 2001, Section 475.8,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  228        1.  Establish and amend minimum standards for the practice
  229  of engineering and land surveying;
  230        2.  Establish continuing education requirements for renewal
  231  of professional engineering and professional land surveyor
  232  licenses;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  393  elements of the application to assess waiver requests and shall
  394  only grant a waiver to extraordinarily qualified applicants.
  395        c.      Alternative Graduation, Experience and Education - A
  396  graduate of an engineering or related science program of four (4)
  397  years or more, other than the ones approved by the Board and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  478        The evaluation of a professional land surveyor applicant's
  479  qualifications shall include consideration of the applicant's
  480  education, technical and land surveying experience, and
  481  recommendations by references.
  482        One of the following shall be considered as minimum evidence
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Bill Number:  SB 668  Caption:  Modifies the definition for "co-occurring
disorder" to include that "a co-occurring
disorder may also include a mental health
disorder" that is likely to lead to a
substance abuse disorder.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  4
Author:  David

Track(s):  
 

   72  counselor candidates and supervisors;
   73        12.  Keep accurate and complete records of its proceedings;
   74        13.  Promulgate rules for continuing education requirements
   75  for certified and licensed alcohol and drug counselors, and
   76  supervisors;

Bill Number:  SB 681  Caption:  Clarifies that the Board of Chiropractic
Examiners be called as such.Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  5
Author:  Jolley

Track(s):  
 

   52        2.  In addition, each licensee shall present to the Board
   53  satisfactory evidence that during the preceding twelve (12) months
   54  the licensee attended sixteen (16) hours of continuing education
   55  that meets the requirements of Section 161.10a of this title,
   56  provided that inactive resident licensees may, at the discretion

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   96  in which the original license is reinstated; and
   97        3.  Presentation to the Board of satisfactory evidence of
   98  compliance with the continuing education requirement of this
   99  section for the calendar year in which the original license is
  100  reinstated.

Bill Number:  SB 855  Caption:  Makes it unlawful to possess a weapon on
school property during or immediately
after school hours; unlawful to possess a
firearm in a district-owned or contracted
vehicle.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  4
Author:  Halligan

Track(s):  
 

   39        1.  "School property" means any publicly or privately owned
   40  property held for the purposes of elementary, secondary or
   41  vocational-technical education, and shall not include property
   42  owned by public school districts or private educational entities
   43  where such property is leased or rented to an individual or
   44  corporation and used for purposes other than educational;
   45        2.  "Weapon" means a stun gun, pellet gun, air soft gun, BB
   46  gun, knife, razor, martial arts device, explosive device,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   61        1.  Weapons under the control of law enforcement personnel;
   62        2.  Look-alike weapons or real weapons that are registered
   63  and handled in a legal manner for the purpose of education as
   64  authorized by the principal; and
   65        3.  Normal school supplies including, but not limited to,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   73  disciplinary measures shall include immediate suspension from
   74  school and all related activities or functions and referral to the
   75  Board of Education for possible expulsion from school and all

21350

http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB00668&Session=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RSB00668_SFV
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R218
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_trkpop.com?OK53RSB00668
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB00681&Session=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RSB00681_SFV
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R241
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_trkpop.com?OK53RSB00681
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index.com?Bill_Number=SB00855&Session=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RSB00855_SFV
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R221
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_trkpop.com?OK53RSB00855


   76  related activities or functions.
   77        E.  Any person violating the provisions of this section

Bill Number:  SB 921  Caption:  Authorizes the Director of Narcotics and
Dangerous Drugs Control Commission to
appoint reserve special agents who are not
to be considered employees of the state;
requires minimum training requirements.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  4
Author:  Sykes

Track(s):  
 

   48  unclassified employees of the state, to meet specific
   49  investigatory need.  Special agents and reserve special agents
   50  shall not be required to meet the age and educational requirements
   51  as specified in this section.
   52        2.  Agents appointed on and after November 1, 1998, shall be

Bill Number:  SB 952  Caption:  Adds domestic assault with the intent to
do bodily harm with any kind of weapon
will be guilty of domestic assault or battery
with a dangerous weapon; sets
punishment for such a conviction.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  21

Author:  Nichols

Track(s):  
 

  508  program may use existing supervision methods for persons who are
  509  released prior to trial.  Pretrial programs which employ peace
  510  officers certified by the Council on Law Enforcement Education and
  511  Training (CLEET) are authorized to enforce court-ordered
  512  conditions of release.

Bill Number:  SB 956  Caption:  A person who is qualified for the Electronic
Monitoring Program will be immediately
eligible if he or she is the primary caregiver
of minor children.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  6
Author:  Newberry

Track(s):  
 

   71        7.  Inmates deemed by the Department to be a security risk
   72  or threat to the public;
   73        8.  Inmates requiring educational, medical or other services
   74  or programs not available in a community setting as determined by
   75  the Department;

Bill Number:  SB 964  Caption:  The licenses of bail bondsmen will expire
biennially; all licensing is to be submitted
electronically; the commissioner can
require fingerprints and full backgrounds
checks.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  12

Author:  Brown

Track(s):  
 

   24               electronically; modifying certain bail bondsman
   25               examination requirements; modifying certain fees and
   26               certain continuing education requirements to reflect
   27               change from annual to biennial license; requiring
   28               certain fee to be prorated; allowing license to be

---------- Skip to Line ----------
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  104  [ninety (90) days after the date the application is received by]
  105  [the Commissioner,] if the applicant has completed sixteen (16)
  106  hours of education as required by Section 1308.1 of this title
  107  [and the Commissioner is otherwise satisfied as to the applicant's]
  108  [fitness to take] prior to the examination.  Examinations shall

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  128  examination required to be licensed as a bail bondsman, each
  129  person shall complete not less than sixteen (16) clock hours of
  130  education in subjects pertinent to the duties and responsibilities
  131  of a bail bondsman, including all laws and [regulations] rules
  132  related thereto.  Further, each licensee shall complete [annually]
  133  biennially not less than [eight (8)] sixteen (16) clock hours
  134  of continuing education in said subjects prior to renewal of the
  135  license.  Such continuing education shall not include a written or
  136  oral examination.
  137        Provided, any person licensed as a bail bondsman prior to
  138  November 1, 1989, shall not be required to complete sixteen (16)
  139  clock hours of education prior to licensure but shall be subject
  140  to the eight-hours continuing education requirement in order to
  141  renew [said] the license, except that a licensed bail bondsman
  142  who is sixty-five (65) years of age or older and who has been
  143  licensed as a bail bondsman for fifteen (15) years or more shall
  144  be exempt from both the education and continuing education
  145  requirements of this section.
  146        B.  The Oklahoma Bondsman Association shall provide
  147  education for bail bondsman licensure as required by this section;
  148  provided that the Insurance Commissioner shall approve the courses
  149  offered and provided further such education meets the general
  150  standards for education otherwise established by the Insurance
  151  Commissioner.
  152        C.  The Oklahoma Bondsman Association shall submit [an]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  171  Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for a bail bondsman and proof of
  172  completion of [eight (8)] sixteen (16) hours of continuing
  173  education as required by Section 1308.1 of this title.  The
  174  renewal fee for licenses expiring September 15, 2012, shall be
  175  prorated to the birth month of the bondsman.  Thereafter the
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   43  327, O.S.L. 2007, as amended by Section 2, Chapter 475, O.S.L.
   44  2010 (62 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 46), which relates to the
   45  Taxpayer Transparency Act; requiring Office of State Finance to
   46  include certain information from the School District Transparency
   47  Act in single website; establishing the Oklahoma State Government

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  158  when the interest earnings of the state are not diminished.
  159        F.  The Director of the Office of State Finance shall be
  160  authorized to process payments for federal tax withholding without
  161  claim forms.  The Director shall establish a separate fund for the
  162  purpose of accumulating federal income tax withholding from
  163  payrolls and remitting same to the United States Treasury.
  164        G.  1.  The Director of the Office of State Finance shall be

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  262  Supp. 2010, Section 46), is amended to read as follows:
  263        Section 46.  A.  This act shall be known and may be cited as
  264  the "Taxpayer Transparency Act".
  265        B.  As used in the Taxpayer Transparency Act:
  266        1.  "Single website" means a website that allows the public
  267  to access information identified in subsection C of this section

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  273  individual,
  274        c.      child support payments, and
  275        d.      refunds issued by the Oklahoma Tax Commission
  276  resulting from the overpayment of tax;
  277        3.  "Incentive payments" means payments made under the
  278  Oklahoma Quality Jobs Program Act, Saving Quality Jobs Act,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  280  Quality Jobs Incentive Act, Oklahoma Specialized Quality
  281  Investment Act and Oklahoma Quality Investment Act;
  282        4.  "Tax credit" means a credit pursuant to the Oklahoma
  283  Income Tax Act against tax liability which is taken by a taxpayer,
  284  excluding credits authorized under paragraphs 1 and 2 of
  285  subsection B of Section 2357 and Sections 2357.29 and 2357.43 of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  292  the public.  The website shall include aggregate information on
  293  state revenue, expenditures and incentive payments and information
  294  on state tax preferences as contained in the tax expenditure
  295  report published by the Oklahoma Tax Commission pursuant to
  296  subsection E of Section 205 of Title 68 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
  297  No later than January 1, 2009, the website shall include search

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  318        d.      a descriptive purpose of the funding action or
  319  expenditure; and
  320        3.  For each tax credit, information, including but not
  321  limited to:
  322        a.      the name of each taxpayer to which a credit has been
  323  granted,
  324        b.      the amount of such credit, and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  328  section shall include data on state revenue, expenditures and
  329  incentive payments for the fiscal year 2007 and each fiscal year
  330  thereafter, on state tax credits for tax year 2007 and each tax
  331  year thereafter, and on stimulus fund expenditures for the fiscal
  332  year 2009 and each fiscal year thereafter.  Such data shall be

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  336  2009 shall be available on the single website within one hundred
  337  twenty (120) days after the effective date of this act.
  338        F.  The Oklahoma Tax Commission, the Office of the State
  339  Treasurer, all institutions of The Oklahoma State System of Higher
  340  Education and any other state agency shall provide to the Office
  341  of State Finance such information as is necessary to accomplish
  342  the purposes of the Taxpayer Transparency Act.
  343        G.  No later than January 1, 2012, the Office of State
  344  Finance shall include as part of the single website all spending
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  345  data subject to publication by the "School District Transparency
  346  Act" in Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
  347        H.  So that the Tax Commission may fulfill its obligations
  348  as required by this section, all recipients of tax credits, as
  349  that term is defined herein, shall file their reports or returns
  350  claiming the tax credits in an electronic format, as may be
  351  required by the Tax Commission.  The Tax Commission may disallow
  352  any claim of a person for a tax credit due to its failure to file
  353  a report or return as required under the authority of this
  354  subsection.
  355        [H.] I.  Nothing in the Taxpayer Transparency Act shall
  356  require the disclosure of information which is required to be kept
  357  confidential by state or federal law.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  374  entity receiving funding, name of entity processing funding and
  375  name of entity benefiting from funding.
  376        [K.] L.  Information about tax credits subject to
  377  disclosure pursuant to this section shall include the identity of
  378  all taxpayers or organizations having any part in the chain of
  379  custody or claim to the credit or credits at any time during the
  380  credit's existence.

Bill Number:  HB 1446  Caption:  Allows the immigration status of
an alien to be determined by a
law enforcememt officer; a person
in the country illegally cannot
solicit himself for work on public
property; a person who hires
unlawful persons will be fined.

Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  18

Author:  Faught

Track(s):  
 

  281  methods:
  282        1.  Upon each owner or party in interest whose right, title,
  283  or interest is of record in the Oklahoma Tax Commission or with
  284  the county clerk for filings under the Uniform Commercial Code,
  285  served in the manner of service of process in civil cases

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  397  counterfeit mark, the court shall order the property released to
  398  the owner as the right, title, or interest appears on record in
  399  the Tax Commission as of the seizure.
  400        R.  No vehicle, airplane, or vessel used by a person as a
  401  common carrier in the transaction of business as a common carrier

Bill Number:  HB 1465  Caption:  Modifies the date that determines
the age for when children start
school for attendance purposes;
Changes from September 1 to
June 1.

Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  5
Author:  Johnson

Track(s):  
 

  113  school until the required tuition fee has been paid.
  114        [E.] F.  Any parent, guardian, person or institution
  115  having care and custody of a child who pays ad valorem tax on real
  116  property in any other school district other than that in which
  117  that person resides may, with the approval of the receiving board,
  118  enroll the child in any school district in which ad valorem tax is
  119  paid and receive a credit on the nonresident tuition fee equal to
  120  the amount of the ad valorem tax paid for school district purposes
  121  in the school district in which the child is enrolled.  Provided,
  122  the credit shall not exceed the total amount required for the

Bill Number:  HB 1897  Caption:  Creates the "Oklahoma Linked
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Deposit Amendments Act of 2011";
EMERGENCY.

Version:  House Committee Substitute

Pages:  4
Author:  Scott

Track(s):  
 

   39        B.  The State Treasurer shall reject any small business
   40  linked deposit loan package if the participant requesting such
   41  loan is not in good standing with the Oklahoma Tax Commission and
   42  the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission.  Notwithstanding any
   43  provision of law to the contrary, said agencies shall provide the

Bill Number:  HB 2139  Caption:  Renames "said board" as "the
board" of the State Travel
Reimbursement Act; EMERGENCY.

Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  2
Author:  Steele

Track(s):  
 

  413  sale of easements, improvements and sand and gravel on any such
  414  lands, any monies as may be appropriated or designated by the
  415  Legislature, other than ad valorem taxes, any other funds
  416  identified by the State Department of Education, which may
  417  include, but not be limited to, grants-in-aid from the federal

Bill Number:  SB 16  Caption:  Makes salary increases optional for county
officials by changing the word "shall" to
the word "may"; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  5
Author:  Barrington

Track(s):  
 

   70  approves an exemption of household goods of the heads of families
   71  and livestock employed in support of the family from ad valorem
   72  taxation pursuant to the provisions of Section 6 of Article X of
   73  the Oklahoma Constitution, the salary of all county officers named
   74  in paragraph 1 of Section 180.73 of this title [shall] may be

Bill Number:  SB 157  Caption:  Requires re-evaluation of peace officers if
there is a break in service greater than five
years or CLEET determines he or she may
present a danger to himself or herself, the
public, or a family or household member.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  31

Author:  Jolley

Track(s):  
 

   81  one member from a list of three or more nominees submitted by a
   82  statewide organization representing cities and towns that is
   83  exempt from taxation under federal law and designated pursuant to
   84  the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C., Section
   85  170(a); and

Bill Number:  SB 172  Caption:  Changes procedures for hearing notices,
project approval, government deemed
improvements, notices of necessity;
Removes outdated requirements,
questioning of appraisal board; repeals
section related to protest hearings

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  18

Author:  Ballenger
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Track(s):  
 

  163  forth in the resolution of necessity, the clerk shall notify each
  164  listed owner of lots or tracts of land within the district as
  165  shown by the current year's tax rolls in the county treasurer's
  166  office in the following manner:
  167        [1.]  By mailing a [postal card] first class, certified
  168  mail, notice and copy of the resolution directly to the listed
  169  owner at [his] the last-known address of the owner as shown by
  170  the tax roll, notifying the owner of the initiation of proceedings
  171  and advising [him] the owner that [his] if the owner signed the
  172  petition or the authorization, if applicable, the property will

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  291  title thereof:
  292        1.  The names of the last known owners of the property to be
  293  assessed, as shown by the current year's tax rolls in the county
  294  treasurer's office, or as shown by the certificate of a bonded
  295  abstractor; [or in case the name of the owner is not known, a]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  417  hearing, the municipal clerk shall also notify each listed owner
  418  of property chargeable with the cost of the improvement at [his]
  419  the address, as shown by the current year's tax rolls in the
  420  county treasurer's office, or as shown by certificate of a bonded
  421  abstractor, [in the following manner:]

Bill Number:  SB 175  Caption:  The Director of the Oklahoma
Office of Homeland Security will be
reresponsible for the employment
of the State 9-1-1 Coordinator
which will oversee the nine-one-
one systems of the state.

Version:  Senate Committee Substitute

Pages:  12

Author:  Anderson

Track(s):  
 

  207  emergency wireless telephone fee imposed pursuant to the authority
  208  of this section; however, should any service user tender a payment
  209  insufficient to satisfy all charges, tariffs, fees, and taxes for
  210  wireless telephone service, the amount tendered shall be credited
  211  to the nine-one-one emergency wireless telephone fee in the same
  212  manner as other taxes and fees.  The wireless service provider
  213  shall at least annually provide the governing body with a list of
  214  amounts uncollected along with the names and addresses of those

Bill Number:  SB 175  Caption:  The Director of the Oklahoma Office of
Homeland Security will be reresponsible for
the employment of the State 9-1-1
Coordinator which will oversee the nine-
one-one systems of the state.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  12

Author:  Anderson

Track(s):  
 

  209  emergency wireless telephone fee imposed pursuant to the authority
  210  of this section; however, should any service user tender a payment
  211  insufficient to satisfy all charges, tariffs, fees, and taxes for
  212  wireless telephone service, the amount tendered shall be credited
  213  to the nine-one-one emergency wireless telephone fee in the same
  214  manner as other taxes and fees.  The wireless service provider
  215  shall at least annually provide the governing body with a list of
  216  amounts uncollected along with the names and addresses of those

Bill Number:  SB 239  Caption:  Requires notice of a petition to be filed
with the county clerk prior to theVersion:  Senate Floor Version
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circulation; allows one year for signature
gathering; requires "THIS IS A PETITION"
at the top of each page of the petition;
EMERGENCY.

Pages:  2

Author:  Brecheen

Track(s):  
 

   25        A.  When a petition is to be circulated in all or a portion
   26  of a county, on a question which if approved by the voters would
   27  require additional taxes or assessments, notice of circulation of
   28  the petition shall be filed with the county clerk of the county
   29  prior to the petition being circulated for signatures.  The period

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   32  otherwise provided by law.  The provisions of this section shall
   33  apply to all petitions to be circulated in all or a portion of a
   34  county, if the provisions thereof would require additional taxes
   35  or assessments, including but not limited to, those authorized by
   36  the following provisions of law:

Bill Number:  SB 416  Caption:  Amends law to authorize the Council on
Law Enforcement and Training to approve
law enforcement agencies and police
departments in accordance with state
statute or the Constitution.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  33

Author:  Paddack

Track(s):  
 

   81  one member from a list of three or more nominees submitted by a
   82  statewide organization representing cities and towns that is
   83  exempt from taxation under federal law and designated pursuant to
   84  the provisions of the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C., Section
   85  170(a); and

Bill Number:  SB 577  Caption:  Enforces the compliance with the IRA;
specifies conditions that the Oklahoma Police
Pension Retirement System must follow; gives
specific rights to beneficiaries; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Engrossed

Pages:  33

Author:  Brown

Track(s):  
 

  192  occurred shall be made without regard to Section 1.401(a)-20, Q&A
  193  10(d), and with regard to Section 1.415(b)-1(b)(1)(iii)(B) and (C)
  194  of the Income Tax Regulations.
  195        2.  No actuarial adjustment to the benefit shall be made
  196  for:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  220  transferred from another defined benefit plan, other than
  221  transfers of distributable benefits pursuant to Section 1.411(d)-
  222  4, Q&A-3(c), of the Income Tax Regulations, but shall disregard
  223  benefits attributable to employee contributions or rollover
  224  contributions.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  673  Effective January 1, 2002, a portion of a distribution shall not
  674  fail to be an Eligible Rollover Distribution merely because the
  675  portion consists of after-tax member contributions which are not
  676  includable in gross income.  However, such portion may be
  677  transferred only:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  699  which is not so includable.
  700        Effective for distributions after December 31, 2007, such
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  701  after-tax portion may also be directly transferred to a Roth IRA
  702  described in Section 408A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
  703  amended, subject to any limitations described in Section 408A(c)

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  783  with a notice of rights which satisfies Section 402(f) of the
  784  Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, as to rollover options
  785  and tax effects.  Such distribution may commence less than thirty
  786  (30) days after the notice is given, provided that:
  787        1.  The State Board clearly informs the Distributee that the

Bill Number:  SB 584  Caption:  Allows recipients in the Oklahoma Law
Enforcement Retirement System to directly
transfer funds from Eligible Rollover
Distribution to a Roth IRA; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Engrossed

Pages:  40

Author:  Brown

Track(s):  
 

  201  years beginning on or after July 1, 2002, the annual gross salary
  202  of each "Noneligible Member" taken into account under the System
  203  shall not exceed the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation
  204  Act of 2001 ("EGTRRA") annual salary limit.  The EGTRRA annual
  205  salary limit is Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00), as

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  241  the employer rather than entering qualified military service.
  242        Effective January 1, 2008, back pay, within the meaning of
  243  Section 1.415(c)-2(g)(8) of the Income Tax Regulations, shall be
  244  treated as gross salary for the limitation year to which the back
  245  pay relates to the extent the back pay represents wages and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  363  Effective January 1, 2002, a portion of a distribution shall not
  364  fail to be an Eligible Rollover Distribution merely because the
  365  portion consists of after-tax member contributions which are not
  366  includable in gross income.  However, such portion may be
  367  transferred only:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  389  which is not so includable.
  390        Effective for distributions after December 31, 2007, such
  391  after-tax portion may also be directly transferred to a Roth IRA
  392  described in Section 408A of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
  393  amended, subject to any limitations described in Section 408A(c)

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  462  with a notice of rights which satisfies Section 402(f) of the
  463  Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, as to rollover options
  464  and tax effects.  Such distribution may commence less than thirty
  465  (30) days after the notice is given, provided that:
  466        1.  The Board clearly informs the Distributee that the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  573  occurred shall be made without regard to Section 1.401(a)-20, Q&A
  574  10(d), and with regard to Section 1.415(b)-1(b)(1)(iii)(B) and (C)
  575  of the Income Tax Regulations.
  576        2.  No actuarial adjustment to the benefit shall be made
  577  for:

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  600  transferred from another defined benefit plan, other than
  601  transfers of distributable benefits pursuant to Section 1.411(d)-
  602  4, Q&A-3(c), of the Income Tax Regulations, but shall disregard
  603  benefits attributable to employee contributions or rollover
  604  contributions.

Bill Number:  SB 865  Caption:  States that the Oklahoma Uniform Jury
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Instructions shall include an instuction
notifying the jury that no part of an award for
damages for personal injury or wrongful death
is subject to federal or state income tax.

Version:  Engrossed

Pages:  2
Author:  Sykes

Track(s):  
 

   22  a civil case shall include an instruction notifying the jury that
   23  no part of an award for damages for personal injury or wrongful
   24  death is subject to federal or state income tax.  Any amount that
   25  the jury determines to be proper compensation for personal injury
   26  or wrongful death should not be increased or decreased by any
   27  consideration for income taxes.  In order to be admitted at trial,
   28  any exhibit relating to damage awards shall reflect accurate tax
   29  ramifications.
   30        SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1,

Bill Number:  SB 928  Caption:  Clarifies language regarding the Roofing
Contractor Registration Act; defines
grounds for suspension; requires a
contractor to disclose any change in
standing to its customer; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  13

Author:  Newberry

Track(s):  
 

  113  registration or license required by law for roofing contractors in
  114  another state; or
  115        6.  The applicant has failed or refuses to submit any taxes
  116  due in this state.
  117        C.  The registrar shall notify the applicant in writing if

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  153  state while registered in this state as a nonresident roofing
  154  contractor; or
  155        9.  File and pay all taxes when due in this state.
  156        E.  The registrar shall send a written notice to the person
  157  when his or her registration is not in good standing.  Any roofing

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  238  local ordinances relating to standards and permits for roofing
  239  services and projects; and
  240        []6.  A roofing contractor must pay taxes due in this state.
  241        SECTION 4.     AMENDATORY     Section 9, Chapter 479, O.S.L.
  242  2010 (59 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 1151.9), is amended to read as

Bill Number:  SB 943  Caption:  Clarifies statutory reference relating to
petitions and reports.Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  3
Author:  Anderson

Track(s):  
 

   76  parties to the review proceeding, the record may be shortened.
   77  Any party unreasonably refusing to stipulate to limit the record
   78  may be taxed by the court for the additional costs resulting
   79  therefrom.  The court may require or permit subsequent corrections
   80  or additions to the record when deemed desirable.

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 16  17  
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Bill Number:  HB 1564  Caption:  Creates "Airspace Severance Restriction
Act"; clarifies language involving the
memorandum of easement in this title;
EMERGENCY.

Version:  House Floor Version

Pages:  4
Author:  Jordan

Track(s):  
 

   15               Chapter 334, O.S.L. 2010 (60 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section
   16               820.1), which relates to severance of airspace in
   17               wind or solar energy agreements; creating the
   18               Airspace Severance Restriction Act; deleting certain
   19               limitation; clarifying legal information required to

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   29  severing of the airspace over any real property located in this
   30  state for the purpose of developing and operating commercial wind
   31  or solar energy conversion systems.  Leasing arrangements for
   32  development of wind or solar energy conversion systems may be made
   33  only with the legally authorized owner of the surface estate
   34  pursuant to the provisions and restrictions provided by this act
   35  or otherwise provided by law.  The provisions of this act shall
   36  not apply to any property owner utilizing wind or solar energy
   37  conversion systems for domestic use only.
   38        [B.] C.  For the purposes of this act a "wind or solar
   39  energy agreement" means a lease agreement, whether or not stated
   40  in the form of a restriction, covenant, or condition, in any deed,
   41  wind or solar easement, wind or solar option or lease securing
   42  land for the study or production of wind or solar-generated
   43  energy, or any other instrument executed by or on behalf of any
   44  owner of land or airspace for the purpose of allowing another
   45  party to study the potential for, or to develop, a wind or solar
   46  energy conversion system on the land or in the airspace.  A wind
   47  or solar energy agreement shall in no way be deemed to contravene,
   48  supersede, amend, modify or alter the existing powers,
   49  requirements, limitations or other provisions of statutory or
   50  common law pertaining to aviation, air transportation, air
   51  commerce or air operations[, nor shall any wind or solar energy]
   52  [agreement interfere with or supersede any entity's right to obtain]
   53  [easements as otherwise authorized by law].
   54        [C.] D.  A wind or solar energy agreement shall run with
   55  the land benefitted and burdened and shall terminate upon the
   56  conditions stated in the wind or solar agreement.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   58  to July 1, 2010, that creates a land right or an option to secure
   59  a land right in real property or the vertical space above real
   60  property for a solar energy system, for a wind or solar energy
   61  conversion system, or for wind measurement equipment, shall be
   62  created in writing, and the instrument, or related memorandum of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   81        [E.] F.  No interest in any resource located on a tract of
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   82  land and solely associated with the production or potential
   83  production of wind or solar-generated energy on the tract of land
   84  may be severed from the surface estate except that such rights may
   85  be leased for a definite term pursuant to the provisions of this

Bill Number:  HB 1821  Caption:  Creates the Wind Energy
Generation and Transmission Act.Version:  House Committee Substitute

Pages:  5
Author:  Trebilcock

Track(s):  
 

   23        HOUSE BILL NO. 1821      By:      Trebilcock
   24        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
   25               An Act relating to energy; creating the Oil and Gas
   26               Exploration Rights Act of 2011; providing
   27               definitions; prohibiting the diminishment of
   28               exploration rights under a wind or solar energy
   29               agreement; providing for a prior written consent
   30               exception; making rights under a wind or solar energy
   31               agreement subordinate to exploration rights;
   32               prohibiting the taking of exploration rights by

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   72  and gas, whether for that owner alone, for other owners only, or
   73  for that owner and others; and
   74        6.  "Wind or solar energy agreement" means the same as
   75  defined in Section 820.1 of Title 60 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
   76        SECTION 3.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   79  follows:
   80        A.  Exploration rights shall not be diminished, abrogated or
   81  interfered with in any respect by a wind or solar energy agreement
   82  except with the prior written consent of the owner of exploration
   83  rights, which consent may be granted or withheld for any reason or

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   85  rights of the owner giving the consent, and to the successors and
   86  assigns of the owner if so provided in the instrument of consent.
   87  Any consent shall apply only to the specific wind or solar energy
   88  agreement which is the subject of the consent.  Any consent shall
   89  be evidenced in a written instrument in recordable form and shall
   90  be recorded in the records of the county clerk of the county in
   91  which the affected property is located.  Within thirty (30) days
   92  of the expiration of the wind or solar energy agreement which is
   93  the subject of the consent, the person granting the consent shall
   94  cause to be recorded in the records of the county clerk of the
   95  county in which the affected property is located a notice of
   96  termination of consent.
   97        B.  Any rights derived from a wind or solar energy agreement
   98  shall be subordinate in all respects to exploration rights except
   99  to the extent consent is otherwise given in accordance with this

Bill Number:  SB 145  Caption:  Circuit Engineering District Board of
Directors are to serve as the members of
County Energy District Authorities
according to the Oklahoma Energy
Independence Act.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  2
Author:  Schulz

Track(s):  
 

   10                                               and
   11                    Wright of the House
   12               An Act relating to the Oklahoma Energy Independence
   13               Act; amending Section 1, Chapter 71, O.S.L. 2010 (19
   14               O.S. Supp. 2010, Section 460.2a), which relates to
   15               the County Energy District Authority; modifying
   16               membership of authority; and providing an effective
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   17               date.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   23  engineering district, established pursuant to Section 687.l et
   24  seq. of Title 69 of the Oklahoma Statutes, may by resolution,
   25  establish a County Energy District Authority pursuant to the
   26  provisions of [this act] the Oklahoma Energy Independence Act,
   27  for the district.  The authority shall be a public trust as
   28  provided for in Sections 176 through 180.3 of Title 60 of the

Bill Number:  SB 952  Caption:  Adds domestic assault with the intent to
do bodily harm with any kind of weapon
will be guilty of domestic assault or battery
with a dangerous weapon; sets
punishment for such a conviction.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  21

Author:  Nichols

Track(s):  
 

   71  same household as the defendant with any sharp or dangerous
   72  weapon, or who, without such cause, shoots another, with any kind
   73  of firearm, air gun, conductive energy weapon or other means
   74  whatever, with intent to injure any person, although without
   75  intent to kill such person or to commit any felony, upon

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 4  4  
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Removes outdated requirements,
questioning of appraisal board; repeals
section related to protest hearings

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  18

Author:  Ballenger
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  282  incurred or to be incurred by the municipality incident to the
  283  improvement, together with any and all additions to the contract
  284  price of the improvements and the cost of all water, gas, sewer or
  285  other utility connections directly chargeable against the abutting
  286  property.
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Bill Number:  SB 258  Caption:  Modifies the rules within state parks to
include any other prohibitions specified in
the rules by the Oklahoma Tourism and
Recreation Commission.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  3
Author:  Coates

Track(s):  
 

   47  structure, sign, rock, tree, shrub, vine, or property, or dispose
   48  of any matter which will likely contaminate any swimming pool or
   49  other waters on the state park, or take, kill, injure, pursue,
   50  hunt, or molest, any wild game animal, or mar or rifle the nest of
   51  any bird or the den or nest or abode of any wild animal within any

Bill Number:  SB 324  Caption:  Forbids children under the age of 12 to
operate any personal watercraft,
regardless of parental supervision; reduces
the legal maximum blood alcohol content
when operating watercraft; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  21

Author:  Brown

Track(s):  
 

   44        Section 4210.  A.  No person shall operate, manipulate or
   45  give permission to any person to operate or manipulate any
   46  parasails, water skis, surfboard, personal watercraft, or similar
   47  device, or any vessel in a reckless or negligent manner so as to
   48  endanger the life or property of any person.
   49        B.  No person shall lease or otherwise give permission to
   50  another person to operate any vessel on any waters of this state,
   51  except privately owned waters, while the operator is under the
   52  influence of alcohol or any substance included in the Uniform
   53  Controlled Dangerous Substances Act[, Section 2-101 et seq. of]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   65  manufacturer's recommended capacity.
   66        E.  No person shall operate or give permission to operate
   67  any vessel on the waters of this state for which the manufacturer
   68  has affixed a maximum horsepower capacity plate so as to exceed
   69  the posted capacity plate or to exceed the United States Coast

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   72  events.
   73        F.  No person shall operate, drive or be in actual physical
   74  control of any vessel on any waters of this state, except
   75  privately owned waters, at speeds in excess of the speed limits
   76  established for those waters.
   77        G.  No person shall operate on the waters of this state,
   78  except privately owned waters, any vessel, including personal
   79  watercraft, within fifty (50) feet in proximity to another vessel
   80  when running at speeds of over ten (10) miles per hour; provided,
   81  this prohibition shall not apply to vessels operating in

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   85  twelve (12) years of age shall operate any vessel powered by a
   86  motor or combination of motors in excess of ten (10) horsepower,
   87  any personal watercraft, or any sail-powered vessel sixteen (16)
   88  feet or greater in length on any waters of this state, [unless]
   89  [accompanied on the vessel by another person sixteen (16) years of]
   90  [age or older;] [provided, this subsection shall not apply on]
   91  [privately owned waters] except as otherwise provided in Section
   92  4233 of this title.
   93        I.  Any violation of the provisions of this section shall

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  102        Section 4210.8  A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to
  103  operate or be in actual physical control of a vessel upon the
  104  waters of this state, except privately owned waters, who:
  105        1.  Has a blood or breath alcohol concentration of [ten-]
  106  [hundredths (0.10)] eight-hundredths (0.08) or more at the time
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  108        2.  Is under the influence of any other intoxicating
  109  substance to a degree which renders such person incapable of
  110  safely operating a vessel upon the waters of this state; or
  111        3.  Is under the influence of alcohol and any other
  112  intoxicating substance to a degree which renders such person
  113  incapable of safely operating a vessel upon the waters of this
  114  state.
  115        As used in this section, [the term] "other intoxicating

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  120  capable of adversely affecting the central nervous system, vision,
  121  hearing or other sensory or motor functions.
  122        B.  1.  Any person operating a vessel upon the waters of
  123  this state, except privately owned waters, shall be deemed to have
  124  given consent to a test or tests of such person's blood, breath,
  125  saliva or urine for the purpose of determining the presence and

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  153  unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as
  154  follows:
  155        A.  1.  Any person who operates a vessel upon the waters of
  156  this state shall be deemed to have given consent to a test or
  157  tests of the blood or breath of the person, for the purpose of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  162  any offense arising out of acts alleged to have been committed
  163  while the person was operating or in actual physical control of a
  164  vessel upon the waters of this state while under the influence of
  165  alcohol or other intoxicating substance, or the combined influence
  166  of alcohol and any other intoxicating substance, or if the person

Bill Number:  SB 494  Caption:  Establishes new sections pertaining to
trespassing; cites aforementioned sections
as the "Oklahoma Private Lands and Public
Recreation Act"; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version
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  136        As used in the Oklahoma Private Lands and Public Recreation
  137  Act:
  138        1.  "Land" means all real property, land and water, and all
  139  structures, fixtures, equipment, and machinery thereon;
  140        2.  "Owner" means any individual, legal entity, or

Bill Number:  SB 645  Caption:  Allows licensure boards to establish
procedures for to consider persons that
have pleaded guilty to nonviolent offenses
for occupational licenses; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  34

Author:  Coates

Track(s):  
 

   67  to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation,
   68  evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems,
   69  planning the engineering use of land and water, teaching of
   70  advanced engineering subjects or courses related thereto,
   71  engineering research, engineering surveys, engineering studies,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  150  angles, elevations, natural and man-made features in the air, on
  151  the surface of the earth, within underground workings, and on the
  152  beds of bodies of water for the purpose of determining areas and
  153  volumes for a survey,
  154        (11)      geodetic surveying, and
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Bill Number:  SB 741  Caption:  Establishes a revolving fund designated the
"Water Infrastructure Revolving Fund"; the
fund shall consist of monies received by
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board; all
monies appropriated may be budgeted by
the Oklahoma Water Resource Board.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  2
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   11                          and
   12                    DeWitt of the House
   13               [ water infrastructure - Water Infrastructure]
   14               [Revolving Fund - source of funds - purpose -]
   15               [codification - effective date ]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   20  follows:
   21        There is hereby created in the State Treasury a revolving
   22  fund for the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to be designated the
   23  "Water Infrastructure Revolving Fund".  The fund shall be a
   24  continuing fund, not subject to fiscal year limitations, and shall
   25  consist of all monies received by the Oklahoma Water Resources
   26  Board from any source, whether public or private, that have been
   27  designated for deposit in the Water Infrastructure Revolving Fund.
   28  All monies accruing to the credit of the fund are hereby
   29  appropriated and may be budgeted and expended by the Oklahoma
   30  Water Resources Board for the purpose of establishing and
   31  maintaining critical water infrastructure in all areas of the
   32  state.  Expenditures from the fund shall be made upon warrants
   33  issued by the State Treasurer against claims filed as prescribed

Bill Number:  SB 919  Caption:  Adds specific substances as Schedule I-V
narcotics; authorizes electronic prescribing
for Schedule III and IV narcotics.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  36

Author:  Sykes

Track(s):  
 

  399        d.      viscosity modifiers in polyurethane,
  400        e.      surface etching of metal coated plastics,
  401        f.      organic paint disbursements for water soluble inks,
  402        g.      pH regulators in the dyeing of wool and polyamide
  403  fibers,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  677        12.  Chlordiazepoxide and its salts, but not including
  678  chlordiazepoxide hydrochloride and clidinium bromide or
  679  chlordiazepoxide and water-soluble esterified estrogens;
  680        13.  Diazepam;
  681        14.  Oxazepam;

Bill Number:  SB 928  Caption:  Clarifies language regarding the Roofing
Contractor Registration Act; defines
grounds for suspension; requires a
contractor to disclose any change in
standing to its customer; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  13

Author:  Newberry

Track(s):  
 

  247  physically performs, or has employees who perform, roofing
  248  services including, construction, installation, renovation,
  249  repair, maintenance, alteration, waterproofing, or removal of
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  250  materials or structures on [his or her own dwelling or another]
  251  [structure located on the residential or farm] property owned by
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Bill Number:  HB 1086  Caption:  Creates the Oklahoma
Government 2.0 act of 2011.Version:  House Proposed Amendments

Pages:  24

Author:  Murphey

Track(s):  
 

   35               opinions of the Attorney General; modifying
   36               distribution requirements; establishing the Oklahoma
   37               State Government Open Documents Initiative; imposing
   38               duties on the Chief Information Officer; requiring
   39        promulgation of procedures; requiring searchable electronic

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  116  settlement mode used in the payment thereof.
  117        B.  After claims or payrolls or both have been properly
  118  audited and recorded against the respective contracts, purchase
  119  orders, other commitments and accounts, the Division of Central
  120  Accounting and Reporting shall certify such claims or payrolls to

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  216  follows:
  217        A.  There is hereby established the "Oklahoma State
  218  Government Open Documents Initiative".
  219        B.  The Chief Information Officer shall develop and maintain
  220  an online web presence at the web address "documents.ok.gov".

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  421  policy for use by state agencies, boards, commissions and public
  422  trusts having the State of Oklahoma as a beneficiary.
  423        C.  The board shall establish open technology standards and
  424  a schedule by which state agencies, boards, commissions and public
  425  trusts having the State of Oklahoma as a beneficiary shall utilize

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  437  convenience information sets.  The schedule shall place an
  438  emphasis on first making accessible convenience information sets
  439  most commonly requested in open records requests.  A directory and
  440  link to all available convenience information sets shall be
  441  prominently featured on the portal system referenced in Section
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  448        F.  The board shall establish an application process through
  449  which applicants can request the scheduled implementation of
  450  application programming interfaces, creation of open technology
  451  standards and publication of convenience information sets pursuant
  452  to the provisions of this section.  Instructions regarding the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  472  the publication of performance information metrics through the
  473  "data.ok.gov" website.
  474        J.  For the purposes of this section, "open technology
  475  standards" are widely accepted standards and mechanisms for the
  476  web-based connectivity and asynchronous communication between

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  481  reflect the performance of state employees and state agencies,
  482  and "convenience information sets" are sets of information which
  483  are subject to public access under the Oklahoma Open Records Act
  484  and which do not contain personally identifiable information.
  485        SECTION 10.     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be

Bill Number:  HB 1930  Caption:  Clarifies language relating to
educational records; EMERGENCY.Version:  House Committee Substitute

Pages:  4
Author:  McPeak

Track(s):  
 

   23        HOUSE BILL NO. 1930      By:      McPeak
   24        PROPOSED COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
   25               An Act relating to public records; amending 51 O.S.
   26               2001, Section 24A.16, as amended by Section 1,
   27               Chapter 430, O.S.L. 2003 (51 O.S. Supp. 2010, Section
   28               24A.16), which relates to education records and
   29               material; clarifying language; limiting release of
   30               directory information by certain institutions and
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   39  employees of public educational institutions may keep
   40  confidential:
   41        1.  Individual student records;
   42        2.  Teacher lesson plans, tests and other teaching material;
   43  and
   44        3.  Personal communications concerning individual students.
   45        B.  If kept, statistical information not identified with a
   46  particular student and directory information shall be open for
   47  inspection and copying.  "Directory information" includes a
   48  student's name, address, telephone listing, date and place of

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   61  the student is eighteen (18) years of age or older.
   62        C.  A public school district may release individual student
   63  records for the current or previous school year to a school
   64  district at which the student was previously enrolled for purposes
   65  of evaluating educational programs and school effectiveness.
   66        D.  An institution within The Oklahoma State System of
   67  Higher Education or a technology center school shall not be
   68  required to respond to an open records request to copy or
   69  mechanically reproduce student directory information as defined in
   70  subsection B of this section if the purpose of the open records
   71  request is for the commercial solicitation of the students.  As
   72  used in this subsection, "commercial solicitation" means any

Bill Number:  SB 91  Caption:  Requires proof of identity and citizenship
within 24 hours of declaring candidacy;
outlines approved documents.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  2
Author:  Brinkley

Track(s):  
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   38        C.  Copies of documents provided pursuant to the provisions
   39  of this section shall be made by the election board and kept
   40  available for public inspection pursuant to the Oklahoma Open
   41  Records Act.
   42        SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective November 1,
   43  2011.

Bill Number:  SB 175  Caption:  The Director of the Oklahoma
Office of Homeland Security will be
reresponsible for the employment
of the State 9-1-1 Coordinator
which will oversee the nine-one-
one systems of the state.

Version:  Senate Committee Substitute
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Author:  Anderson

Track(s):  
 

  253  [the account established for the operation of the emergency]
  254  [wireless telephone system.]
  255        B.  The wireless service provider shall maintain records of
  256  the amount of any nine-one-one emergency wireless telephone fee
  257  collected in accordance with the provisions of the Nine-One-One
  258  Wireless Emergency Number Act.  The records shall be maintained
  259  for a period of three (3) years from the time the fee is
  260  collected.  The State Auditor and Inspector [or any substate]
  261  [planning district] or public agency may require an annual audit of
  262  the books and records of the wireless service provider concerning
  263  the collection and remittance of the fee authorized by the Nine-
  264  One-One Wireless Emergency Number Act.  Auditors shall have access

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  290  wireless telephone system, review expenditures, set and approve an
  291  operating budget, and take such other action as necessary for the
  292  operation and management of the system.  The records and meetings
  293  of the governing body shall be subject to the Oklahoma Open
  294  Records Act and the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.  Notwithstanding
  295  any other provision to the contrary, all information deemed
  296  proprietary under subsection C of Section 2843.1 of this title

Bill Number:  SB 175  Caption:  The Director of the Oklahoma Office of
Homeland Security will be reresponsible for
the employment of the State 9-1-1
Coordinator which will oversee the nine-
one-one systems of the state.

Version:  Senate Floor Version
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Author:  Anderson

Track(s):  
 

  255  [the account established for the operation of the emergency]
  256  [wireless telephone system.]
  257        B.  The wireless service provider shall maintain records of
  258  the amount of any nine-one-one emergency wireless telephone fee
  259  collected in accordance with the provisions of the Nine-One-One
  260  Wireless Emergency Number Act.  The records shall be maintained
  261  for a period of three (3) years from the time the fee is
  262  collected.  The State Auditor and Inspector [or any substate]
  263  [planning district] or public agency may require an annual audit of
  264  the books and records of the wireless service provider concerning
  265  the collection and remittance of the fee authorized by the Nine-
  266  One-One Wireless Emergency Number Act.  Auditors shall have access

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  292  wireless telephone system, review expenditures, set and approve an
  293  operating budget, and take such other action as necessary for the
  294  operation and management of the system.  The records and meetings
  295  of the governing body shall be subject to the Oklahoma Open
  296  Records Act and the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.  Notwithstanding
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  297  any other provision to the contrary, all information deemed
  298  proprietary under subsection C of Section 2843.1 of this title

Bill Number:  SB 204  Caption:  Includes exception to awarding public
construction contracts; requires notice of
proposals to be given if the contract will
exceed $50,000; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  4
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   33  publication to be published in two consecutive weekly issues of
   34  [said] the newspaper, with the first publication thereof to be
   35  at least twenty (20) days prior to the date set for opening bids;
   36  and
   37        2.  Notice thereof shall be sent to trade or construction

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   56        b.      be published not less than once a week for two
   57  consecutive weeks, with the first publication at least twenty (20)
   58  days prior to the date set for opening bids, and
   59        c.      contain a statement explaining that the public
   60  agency is a participant in an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   73  principle place of business of the publication which was provided
   74  with notice pursuant to the provisions of this subparagraph shall
   75  become a part of the permanent records of the contracting process.
   76  Nothing in this subparagraph shall be construed to require actual
   77  publication of the notice in the trade or construction

Bill Number:  SB 282  Caption:  Requires sex offenders with out-of-state
convictions to provide local law
enforcement certified copies of their
judgment and sentencing within 30 days of
their registration and recertify if they
change location.

Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  15

Author:  Holt

Track(s):  
 

  261  its sex offender registry available upon request, without
  262  restriction, at a cost that is no more than what is charged for
  263  other records provided by the local law enforcement authority
  264  pursuant to the Oklahoma Open Records Act.
  265        When a local law enforcement authority sends a copy of or
  266  otherwise makes the sex offender registry available to any public

Bill Number:  SB 328  Caption:  Replaces the current Oklahoma Election
Management System with a new system
consistent with the federal "Help America Vote
Act"; EMERGENCY.

Version:  Engrossed

Pages:  21

Author:  Ford

Track(s):  
 

   29               providing that certain procedures relating to
   30               substitute ballots apply to absentee ballots;
   31               modifying election officials required to record
   32               certain action; modifying circumstances under which
   33               recount occurs; requiring recount on election night;

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   89        [6.] 5.  "Seal" means a device or devices prescribed by
   90  the Secretary of the State Election Board to permit detection of
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   91  opening or tampering with contents of voting devices, ballot
   92  boxes, transfer cases and election results storage media;
   93        [7.] 6.  "Transfer case" means a container, prescribed by
   94  the Secretary of the State Election Board, which can be closed and
   95  sealed and is constructed so as to, when sealed, prevent
   96  accidental opening or opening by any other reasonable means,
   97  except by removing, breaking, tearing or otherwise damaging the
   98  seal so if opened by any means it would be obvious in the normal
   99  situation that the container had been subject to tampering; and
  100        [8.] 7.  "Voting device" means an optical scanning

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  231  agree upon how it was marked, it shall be invalidated.  Once so
  232  marked, the substitute ballot [card] shall be entered for counting
  233  into the voting device.  A written record of such action shall be
  234  made by the two [precinct or] county election board members.
  235        SECTION 13.     AMENDATORY     26 O.S. 2001, Section 7-134,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  238  anything in the transfer case, and the case shall remain sealed
  239  and retained by the secretary of the county election board until
  240  opened by court order or until it is necessary to open same for
  241  use at another election, at which time the ballots shall be
  242  destroyed; provided, however, that in no case shall the [ballot]

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  253  cast ballots placed in the emergency bin were not processed
  254  through the device, the county election board is authorized to
  255  open the transfer case and to recount the ballots on election
  256  night using a preassigned voting device in public view and in the
  257  presence of a representative of the sheriff's office.  Upon

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  266  their agents, an opportunity to view the testing procedure.  In
  267  conducting a recount using electronic voting devices, the county
  268  election board shall open the transfer cases containing regular
  269  ballots and counted provisional ballots from each requested
  270  precinct or for absentee ballots individually and shall assign

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  282  [said] the challenge shall be final.
  283        B.  In conducting a manual recount of ballots, the county
  284  election board shall open the transfer cases containing regular
  285  ballots and counted provisional ballots from each requested
  286  precinct or for absentee ballots individually and shall assign

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  328        The ballot box containing the plain opaque envelopes shall
  329  be shaken to mix the envelopes, after which the box shall be
  330  opened, the envelopes removed, and the ballots counted by a voting
  331  device assigned to count absentee ballots and operated by persons
  332  appointed by the secretary of the county election board.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  420  call from the ballots the names of the candidates voted for, while
  421  two other counters, also of different political parties if
  422  possible, shall record the votes upon the official tally sheets.
  423  Only pencils may be used in recording the vote[.];
  424        2.  If only two counters are authorized for an election,
  425  they shall be of different political parties, if possible.  Both
  426  counters shall examine the ballots at the same time, while calling
  427  out the vote and recording [said] the vote upon the tally sheets
  428  in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of the State Election
  429  Board; and

Bill Number:  SB 510  Caption:  If a minor resides with their birth parent,
and the birth parent's spouse files a
petition for adoption, no home study shall
be required; EMERGENCY.
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   22  closed court without admittance of any person other than
   23  interested parties and their counsel.
   24        B.  All papers, records, and books of proceedings in
   25  adoption cases and any papers, records, and books relating to such
   26  proceedings:
   27        1.  Shall be kept as a permanent record of the court and
   28  maintained in a separate file by the court clerk; and
   29        2.  Shall be confidential and shall not be open to
   30  inspection or copy except as authorized in Sections 7504-1.2,
   31  7505-3.2, 7505-6.6, 7508-1.2 and 7508-1.3 of this title or upon
   32  order of a court of record for good cause shown.
   33        C.  Upon application and notice to the person or agency in
   34  whose possession the records being sought are held, and for good
   35  cause being shown, any court of record may, by written order
   36  reciting its findings, permit the necessary information to be
   37  released, or may restrict the purposes for which it shall be used.

---------- Skip to Line ----------

   53  attorney participating or assisting in the direct placement
   54  adoption pursuant to the Oklahoma Adoption Code.
   55        E.  Any person in charge of adoption records or having
   56  access to adoption records or information who discloses any
   57  information, including, but not limited to, all records and
   58  reports relevant to the case and any records and reports of
   59  examination of the minor's parent or other custodian pertaining to
   60  an adoption proceeding, contrary to the provisions of this

Bill Number:  SB 941  Caption:  Modifies civil procedures; provides
limitations; updates statutory reference.Version:  Senate Floor Version

Pages:  17

Author:  Anderson
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   45        b.      The following categories of proceedings are exempt
   46  from initial disclosure under subparagraph a of this paragraph:
   47        (1)      an action for review of an administrative record,
   48        (2)      a petition for habeas corpus or other proceeding to
   49  challenge a criminal conviction or sentence,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  170  or
  171        [b.] (2)      a contemporaneous stenographic,
  172  mechanical, electrical, or other recording, or a transcription
  173  thereof, which [substantially] recites [an] substantially
  174  verbatim the person's oral statement [by the person making it and]
  175  [contemporaneously recorded].
  176        4.  TRIAL PREPARATION:  EXPERTS.
  177        a.      Discovery of facts known and opinions held by

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  293        e.      that discovery be conducted with no one present
  294  except persons designated by the court,
  295        f.      that a deposition after being sealed be opened only
  296  by order of the court,
  297        g.      that a trade secret or other confidential research,

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  299  disclosed only in a designated way, and
  300        h.      that the parties simultaneously file specified
  301  documents or information enclosed in sealed envelopes to be opened
  302  as directed by the court;
  303        2.  If the motion for a protective order is denied in whole

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  308  the motion.  Any protective order of the court which has the
  309  effect of removing any material obtained by discovery from the
  310  public record shall contain the following:
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  311        a.      a statement that the court has determined it is
  312  necessary in the interests of justice to remove the material from
  313  the public record,
  314        b.      specific identification of the material which is to
  315  be removed or withdrawn from the public record, or which is to be
  316  filed but not placed in the public record, and
  317        c.      a requirement that any party obtaining a protective
  318  order place the protected material in a sealed manila envelope

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  322        3.  No protective order entered after the filing and
  323  microfilming of documents of any kind shall be construed to
  324  require the microfilm record of such filing to be amended in any
  325  fashion;
  326        4.  The party or counsel which has received the protective

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  334  protective order; and
  335        7.  When a case is filed in which a party intends to seek a
  336  protective order removing material from the public record, the
  337  plaintiff(s) and defendant(s) shall be initially designated on the
  338  petition under pseudonym such as "John or Jane Doe", or "Roe", and
  339  the petition shall clearly indicate that the party designations
  340  are fictitious.  The party seeking confidentiality or other order
  341  removing the case, in whole or in part, from the public record,
  342  shall immediately present application to the court, seeking
  343  instructions for the conduct of the case, including
  344  confidentiality of the records.
  345        D.  SEQUENCE AND TIMING OF DISCOVERY.  Unless the court upon
  346  motion, for the convenience of parties and witnesses and in the

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  409  Every request for discovery, response or objection thereto made by
  410  a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least one
  411  of the party's attorneys of record in the party's individual name
  412  whose address shall be stated.  A party who is not represented by
  413  an attorney shall sign the request, response or objection and

Bill Number:  SB 964  Caption:  The licenses of bail bondsmen will expire
biennially; all licensing is to be submitted
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require fingerprints and full backgrounds
checks.
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   74  fitness of the applicant to be licensed or to continue to be
   75  licensed including, but not limited to, requiring a national
   76  criminal history record check as defined by Section 150.9 of Title
   77  74 of the Oklahoma Statutes.
   78        C.  An applicant shall furnish to the Commissioner a license

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  237  constitute a cloud on the title to real estate and shall subject
  238  the person filing, or causing same to be filed, in the real estate
  239  records of the county, to a penalty of treble damages or One
  240  Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), whichever is greater, in an action
  241  brought by the person, organization or corporation injured

---------- Skip to Line ----------

  279        Monthly reports shall be [postmarked or stamped "received"]
  280  [by] submitted electronically to the Insurance Commissioner by
  281  the fifteenth day of each month.  The records shall be maintained
  282  by the Commissioner as public records.
  283        C.  Every licensee shall keep at the place of business of
  284  the licensee the usual and customary records pertaining to
  285  transactions authorized by the license.  All of the records shall
  286  be available and open to the inspection of the Commissioner at any
  287  time during business hours during the three (3) years immediately
  288  following the date of the transaction.  The Commissioner may
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Becky Woodie
Subject: FW: Invitation for Governors" Offices to Meet with HHS/CMS Officials on Sunday, February 27
Date: Friday, February 18, 2011 10:16:00 AM

Let me know if you all are interested in setting up a meeting during NGA, information below.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
 

From: AJ Mallory 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 12:07 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: FW: Invitation for Governors' Offices to Meet with HHS/CMS Officials on Sunday, February 27
 
Do you get this?  Sorry, I know I have asked this before L
 
A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IGA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 11:17 AM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/OS); Kidwell, Lauren (HHS/IGA); Morales, Esther (HHS/IGA); Snow, Jennifer
(HHS/IOS)
Subject: Invitation for Governors' Offices to Meet with HHS/CMS Officials on Sunday, February 27
 
Dear Colleague:
 
As Governors come to Washington later this month for the National Governor’s Association
Winter Meeting, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) would like to
continue our dialogue with Governors’ offices regarding the implementation of the
Affordable Care Act.  Specifically, we invite your state to schedule a meeting with senior
representatives from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to discuss issues
of interest to your state such as the establishment of health insurance exchanges and changes
to the Medicaid program.
 
Cindy Mann, Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Medicaid, CHIP and Survey &
Certification and Steve Larsen, Deputy Administrator and Director, Center for Consumer
Information and Insurance Oversight will be available to meet with Governors and/or their
staffs in on Sunday, February 27, 2011. 
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If your state is interested in scheduling a meeting, please contact Jim Mason of my staff at
james.mason@hhs.gov (202) 401-5639 to indicate if there is a specific time on Sunday
February 27, 2011 that works especially well for your Governor or staff.    
 
Paul Dioguardi
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: JRLR@telran.legislativeservice.com on behalf of jeannie.bordelon@journalrecord.com
To: Craig Perry
Subject: OK (2 ) NIGHTWriter Report for 02-07-11
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 10:59:54 PM

 
NIGHTWriter Report

02-08-2011 - 23:01:40

53rd Legislature
Regular Session

For assistance please call Jeannie Bordelon at 405/618-4004.

NIGHTWriter Index 
Configuration: 2 - Craig
Report Date: 02-07-11
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 House Calendar

 Committee Meeting Schedule

 Committee News

 Tracking Reports

 Full-Text Word Searches

 Statutory Reference Searches

 Agency Hearings

 Legislative Report Bulletin Board

::: EVENTS CALENDAR :::    ::: TOP :::

Events On
02-08-2011

 Special General Election in Senate District 47, 7:00 am, Senate District 47

 Gov. Fallin, Pres. Pro Bingman and Speaker Steele Press Conference on Job Growth, 9:30 am,
Governor's Blue Room, 2nd Floor, State Capitol

- End of Events -

::: HOUSE DAILY REPORT :::   ::: TOP ::: 

- HOUSE DAILY REPORT -
2/7/11 - Monday
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53R Session

   - Indicates Tracked Legislation

    - Indicates New Legislation

BILLS FILED

 

 HR 1007   By Peterson. Designates February 6, 2011 as "President Ronald
             Reagan Day in Oklahoma".
 

 HR 1008   By Steele. Establishes the Rules of the House of
             Representatives for the 53rd Oklahoma Legislature.
 

FIRST READINGS

 

   HB 1001   By Reynolds. Creates the "Religious Viewpoints
             Antidiscrimination Act", stating that students may express
             religious beliefs in their schoolwork without discrimination;
             allows them to organize prayer groups and clubs at school;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1002   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Teachers' Retirement System
             Pension Reform Act"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1003   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Oklahoma Public Employees
             Retirement System Pension Reform Act"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1004   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Leadership by Example Act";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1005   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Road to Freedom Act";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1006   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Truth-in-Funding Act";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1007   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Pension Funding
             Accountability Act"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1008   By McNiel. Creates the "Engineering Tax Incentive
             Modification Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1009   By McNiel. Creates the "Venture Capital Formation Tax
             Incentive Modification Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1010   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Justices and Judges Pension
             Reform Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1011   By McDaniel, Randy. Creates the "Teachers' Retirement System
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             Cost-of-Living Adjustment Funding Source Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1012   By Reynolds. Creates the "Protection of Human Life Act of
             2011" by prohibiting the use of human embryos for
             nontherapeutic research that would destroy the embryos;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1013   By Pruett. May allow voters to participate in another party's
             primary if there are two or more candidates and no same-party
             candidate representation.
 

   HB 1014   By Pruett. Lengthens in-person absentee ballot requests to
             Tuesday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. immediately
             preceding an election.
 

   HB 1015   By Faught. Extends Sunset of the Polygraph Examiners,
             Osteopathic Examiners, Podiatric Medical Examiners, Athletic
             Commission, and Teacher Recruitment Advisory Committee to
             July 1, 2015.
 

   HB 1016   By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma
             Sunset Law, recreates and continues the Polygraph Examiners
             Board until July 1, 2015.
 

   HB 1017   By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma
             Sunset Law, recreates and continues the State Board of
             Osteopathic Examiners until July 1, 2015.
 

   HB 1018   By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma
             Sunset Law, recreates and continues the Board of Podiatric
             Medical Examiners until July 1, 2015.
 

   HB 1019   By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma
             Sunset Law, recreates the Oklahoma State Athletic Commission
             until July 1, 2015.
 

   HB 1020   By Faught. In accordance with the provisions of the Oklahoma
             Sunset Law, recreates the Minority Teacher Recruitment
             Advisory Committee until July 1, 2015.
 

   HB 1021   By Faught. Oklahoma Sunset Law shell bill.
 

   HB 1022   By Faught. Oklahoma Sunset Law shell bill.
 

   HB 1023   By Faught. Oklahoma Sunset Law shell bill.
 

   HB 1024   By Faught. Oklahoma Sunset Law shell bill.
 

   HB 1025   By Faught. Oklahoma Sunset Law shell bill.
 

   HB 1026   By Faught. Extends sunset of committees/boards/councils
             including Plumbing, EMS, Waterworks, Shorthand Reporters,
             OETA, Perfusionists, Pub. Empl. Relations to July 1, 2012;
             allows sunset of Spec. Agency Acct. Board & Council on
             Alcohol/Drug Abuse.
 

   HB 1027   By Glenn. Allows dismissal of Compulsory Insurance Law
             violations and court costs if proof provided by first court
             appearance; directs courts to use online verification system
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             to confirm coverage.
 

   HB 1028   By Renolds. Creates the Freedom to Choose Where You Live Act;
             allows higher education students to live on or off campus
             without requiring a waiver or prior approval; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1029   By Reynolds. Establishes the Parental Choice in Education
             Act; providing scholarship money to qualified students whose
             parents wish to enroll them in a private school in the state
             of Oklahoma; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1030   By Reynolds. Repeals two sections of law related to the
             Economic Development Generating Excellence Fund and the
             Economic Development Generating Excellence Fund Policy Board;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1031   By Murphey. Requires OKDHS to maintain audio records of
             investigative interviews.
 

   HB 1032   By Cooksey. Repeals a section of insurance law related to
             patient affidavit requirements.
 

   HB 1033   By Cooksey. Requires any elected official to resign from
             their current position before filing for an additional
             office.
 

   HB 1034   By Murphy. Authorizes interagency payments and professional
             services to use the state purchase card; sets evaluative
             standards for the contracts exceeding the "fair and
             reasonable" dollar threshold.
 

   HB 1035   By Murphey. Requires state government employees to use the
             Trip Optimizer System of the Department of Central Services
             when seeking reimbursement for official state travel
             expenses.
 

   HB 1036   By Sears. Sets toll payment exemptions for law enforcement
             officers and for the funeral processions of specific military
             personnel; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1037   By Sears. Distinguishes non-resident and resident
             above-the-line personnel; changes rebate percentage from 17%
             to 35%; changes total rebate amount from $5 million to $10
             million. EMERGENCY
 

   HB 1038   By Roberts. May allow voters to participate in another
             party's primary if there are two or more candidates and no
             same-party candidate representation.
 

   HB 1039   By Cox. Removes private passenger automobile and homeowners
             insurance from the definition of 'Personal Insurance' in the
             Use of Credit Information in Personal Insurance Act.
 

   HB 1040   By Cox. Persons that show proof of liability coverage that
             was effective at the time of their alleged offense shall have
             their court costs dismissed; the court may confirm coverage;
             verification must be presented at the first scheduled court
             appearance
 

   HB 1041   By McAffrey. Reduces the annual fee for coin-operated devices
             from $150 to $75; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1042   By Cox. Removes language from the first section of the
             Oklahoma Insurance Code.
 

   HB 1043   By Murphey. Requires individuals receiving unemployment
             benefits to perform a minimum of twenty hours of community
             service a month to maintain eligibility; makes language
             gender neutral.
 

   HB 1044   By Faught. Requires the legislature to approve all rules made
             by agencies to facilitate administration of legislative
             policy.
 

   HB 1045   By Faught. Limits the amount of damages a plaintiff or
             claimant can receive in a civil action if either party is not
             in compliance with the Compulsory Insurance Law; sets
             limitations on application for certain cases.
 

   HB 1046   By Faught. Changes CompSource Oklahoma to the Oklahoma Mutual
             Insurance Company effective November 1, 2011.
 

   HB 1047   By Faught. Authorizes the State Department of Rehabilitation
             Services to request national criminal background checks from
             the State Bureau of Investigation on all persons seeking
             employment with the Department.
 

   HB 1048   By Cox. Decrees regarding decedents shall contain personal
             information and a copy shall be delivered to the Dept. of
             Health, Division of Vital Records before a death certificate
             will be issued.
 

   HB 1049   By Reynolds. Repeals sections of Title 70 dealing with higher
             education.
 

   HB 1050   By Sanders. Modifies candidacy filing procedure to require
             candidates to file with the county election board instead of
             the county clerk.
 

   HB 1051   By Sanders. Allows each elected county officer full access
             and authority to destroy all inventory records, files, and
             reports.
 

   HB 1052   By Sanders. Increases the authorization of blanket purchase
             orders from a maximum of $2,500 to $5,000 in estimated costs
             of repairs for equipment, machinery, or vehicles.
 

   HB 1053   By Roberts, Dustin. Sets the date for school board of
             education filings and elections; provides term completion
             dates for members affected by the date change; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1054   By Roberts, Dustin. Mandates that workers' compensation must
             have the treating physician test injured employees for
             certain substance usage and give the test results to the
             employer.
 

   HB 1055   By Farley. Allows all registered voters to participate in
             Primary and Runoff Primary elections of a recognized party,
             regardless of party membership, only if there is no one from
             another party running.
 

   HB 1056   By Sears. New law that defines generic drug; requires the
             Oklahoma Healthcare Authority to create a competitive bid
             process for generic drugs for Medicaid recipients.
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   HB 1057   By Key. An act requiring all parties requesting to be on the
             ballot for a Presidential Preferential Primary shall equally
             be responsible for all fees and costs associated with the
             Presidential Preferential Primary.
 

   HB 1058   By Key. Modifies the number of signatures required to form a
             political party from at least 5 percent of the total votes in
             last Gubernatorial or Presidential election to a minimum of
             5,000.
 

   HB 1059   By Murphey. Requires public water providers operating prior
             to June 1, 2011 without a construction permit to attain such
             permit by December 31, 2012; sets application guidelines;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1060   By Sanders. Changes reimbursement provision to payable;
             removes reimbursement to the board of county commissioners
             for county-built bridges which achieve a load rating of H. 23
             tons; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1061   By Sanders. Allows the Oklahoma Department of Tranportation
             or Oklahoma Turnpike Authority to use flashing red and blue
             lights on machinery or vehicles when performing emergency
             work or construction or maintenance of highways.
 

   HB 1062   By Roberts. Amends sections of the act relating to state
             government allowing legislators to opt out of state-provided
             health insurance benefits; requires legislators to sign an
             affidavit if they do not require state-provided health
             insurance.
 

   HB 1063   By Lockhart. Relates to lifetime hunting and fishing
             licenses; exempts lifetime license holders from additional
             expenses and provides an effective date of January 1, 2012.
 

   HB 1064   By Lockhart. Repeals sections of law regarding registration
             and the excise tax exemptions for vessels and motors;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1065   By Lockhart. Requires any vehicle with an outside width
             exceeding 12 feet to be be accompanied by an escort vehicle;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1066   By Lockhart. Directs the Oklahoma Employment Security
             Commission to create a 1-800 number to be posted on its Web
             site for persons to call and be connected with the local
             unemployment office.
 

   HB 1067   By Roberts. Amends sections for minimum requirements for the
             Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program; requires
             drug tests for all applicants and limits them to no more than
             three dependents.
 

   HB 1068   By Watson. Creates "Oklahoma Tax Codes Technical Amendments
             Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1069   By Shoemake. Changes the department name to the Oklahoma
             Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry in the Oklahoma
             Agricultural Code.
 

   HB 1070   By Shoemake. Changes the statutory references of the
             "Oklahoma Veterinary Practice Act."
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   HB 1071   By Shoemake. Removes citations from the "Wellness Program
             Act."
 

   HB 1072   By Shoemake. Creates the Oklahoma Environment Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1073   By Shoemake. Removes the citation rights from the Oklahoma
             Insurance Code.
 

   HB 1074   By Roberts. Increases distance requirement for picketing at
             funerals from 500 feet to 1,000 feet; renumbers "Oklahoma
             Funeral Picketing Act".
 

   HB 1075   By Newell. Reduces partial payments on retainage of public
             construction contracts to five percent and removes
             requirements of progress and surety.
 

   HB 1076   By Newell. Moves elections for district Board of Education
             members and levy issues to November; run-off elections moved
             to February; candidates must file in August; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1077   By Pittman. Creates the Certified Forensic Counselors Act;
             sets regulations for the certification process for forensic
             counselors; establishes counselor and patient
             confidentiality; sets penalties for falsifying credentials.
 

   HB 1078   By Shelton. Initates a new law which establishes an
             authorized leave of absence for employees who will be serving
             as a marrow or human organ donor.
 

   HB 1079   By Sears. Creates "Electric Utility Data Protection Act";
             establishes standards for access to and use of electric
             utility usage data.
 

   HB 1080   By Grau. Beginning in 2012, all elections for county sheriff
             will be held on a nonpartisan basis; directs election boards
             to correct filing procedures to remove party affiliation from
             the application to county sheriff.
 

   HB 1081   By Bennett. If the subject of a criminal investigation is a
             member of the military or veteran that has mental illness
             investigators are to consult with the federal and state
             Veterans Affairs; courts shall include treatment in
             sentencing.
 

   HB 1082   By Bennett. Creates a new law which mandates that it is
             against the law for any person to purposefully interfere with
             police or emergency personnel by using any type to animal to
             prevent them from entering any type of vehicle or building.
 

   HB 1083   By Bennett. Requires drug testing for applicants for and
             recipients of state provided assistance; deducts the cost of
             testing from the first payment; recipients must retest every
             180 days; sets exemptions from benefits for children.
 

   HB 1084   By Bennett. Creates a new law which mandates that an
             emergency medical worker is entitled to treatment for
             post-traumatic stress disorder and treatment is to be covered
             under workers' compensation.
 

   HB 1085   By Murphey. Adds the Legislature to the definition of a
             "public body" in the Open Meeting Act; removes the
             Legislature from the list of exemptions to the public body
             definition.
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   HB 1086   By Murphey. Creates the Oklahoma Government 2.0 act of 2011.
 

   HB 1087   By Bennett. Relates to motor vehicle size restrictions;
             limits size load; provides oversize annual permits and sets
             annual fee; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1088   By Grau. Defines new terms of state Limited Liability Company
             Act; adds requirements for companies to declare themselves a
             low-profit limited liability company.
 

   HB 1089   By Grau. Makes an open appropriation to the Board of
             Medicolegal Investigation for the fiscal year ending June 30,
             2012.
 

   HB 1090   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Arts
             Council.
 

   HB 1091   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Board of Career
             and Technology Education.
 

   HB 1092   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Board of
             Education.
 

   HB 1093   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Educational
             Television Authority.
 

   HB 1094   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma State
             Regents for Higher Education.
 

   HB 1095   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Commissioners of the
             Land Office.
 

   HB 1096   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Department
             of Libraries.
 

   HB 1097   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Physician Manpower
             Training Commission.
 

   HB 1098   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Board of
             Private Vocational Schools.
 

   HB 1099   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma School of
             Science and Mathematics.
 

   HB 1100   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Center for
             the Advancement of Science and Technology.
 

   HB 1101   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Commission
             for Teacher Preparation.
 

   HB 1102   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of the State
             Auditor and Inspector; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1103   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Bond Advisor.
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   HB 1104   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Central
             Services.
 

   HB 1105   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Election Board.
 

   HB 1106   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Department
             of Emergency Management.
 

   HB 1107   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Ethics Commission.
 

   HB 1108   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of State
             Finance.
 

   HB 1109   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of the
             Governor.
 

   HB 1110   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma House of
             Representatives.
 

   HB 1111   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Legislative Service
             Bureau.
 

   HB 1112   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Office of the
             Lieutenant Governor.
 

   HB 1113   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Merit
             Protection Commission.
 

   HB 1114   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Military Department
             of the State of Oklahoma.
 

   HB 1115   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Office of Personnel
             Management.
 

   HB 1116   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Office of the
             Secretary of State.
 

   HB 1117   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma State
             Senate.
 

   HB 1118   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Space
             Industry Development Authority.
 

   HB 1119   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Tax
             Commission.
 

   HB 1120   By Sears.  Sets budget limits for The Department of
             Transportation.
 

   HB 1121   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of the State
             Treasurer.
 

   HB 1122   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Health Care
             Authority.
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   HB 1123   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Department of
             Health.
 

   HB 1124   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the J.D. McCarthy Center
             for Children with Developmental Disabilities.
 

   HB 1125   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Mental
             Health and Substance Abuse Services.
 

   HB 1126   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the University Hospitals
             Authority.
 

   HB 1127   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of
             Veterans Affairs.
 

   HB 1128   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Commission
             on Children and Youth.
 

   HB 1129   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of Disability
             Concerns.
 

   HB 1130   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Human Rights
             Commission.
 

   HB 1131   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Human
             Services.
 

   HB 1132   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Indian
             Affairs Commission.
 

   HB 1133   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of Juvenile
             Affairs.
 

   HB 1134   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Department of
             Rehabilitation Services.
 

   HB 1135   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Department
             of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry.
 

   HB 1136   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Department
             of Commerce.
 

   HB 1137   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma
             Conservation Commission.
 

   HB 1138   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Commission on
             Consumer Credit.
 

   HB 1139   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Corporation
             Commission.
 

   HB 1140   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the Department of
             Environmental Quality.
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   HB 1141   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Historical
             Society.
 

   HB 1142   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Horse Racing
             Commission.
 

   HB 1143   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Insurance Department.
 

   HB 1144   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the J.M. Davis Memorial
             Commission.
 

   HB 1145   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Labor.
 

   HB 1146   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Mines.
 

   HB 1147   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Scenic Rivers
             Commission.
 

   HB 1148   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Will Rogers Memorial
             Commission.
 

   HB 1149   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Tourism and
             Recreation Department.
 

   HB 1150   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Water
             Resources Board.
 

   HB 1151   By Sear. Makes an appropriation to the Alcoholic Beverage
             Laws Enforcement Commission.
 

   HB 1152   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of
             Corrections.
 

   HB 1153   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of the State
             Fire Marshall.
 

   HB 1154   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma State Bureau
             of Investigation.
 

   HB 1155   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Council on Law
             Enforcement Education and Training.
 

   HB 1156   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Board of Medicolegal
             Investigation.
 

   HB 1157   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma State Bureau
             of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Control.
 

   HB 1158   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Public
             Safety.
 

   HB 1159   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Office of the
             Attorney General.
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   HB 1160   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Court of Criminal
             Appeals.
 

   HB 1161   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the District Attorneys
             Council.
 

   HB 1162   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Supreme Court.
 

   HB 1163   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Indigent
             Defense System.
 

   HB 1164   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Council on Judicial
             Complaints.
 

   HB 1165   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Pardon and Parole
             Board.
 

   HB 1166   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Supreme Court.
 

   HB 1167   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Worker's Compensation
             Court.
 

   HB 1168   By Sears. Makes general appropriations to various state
             agencies and boards.
 

   HB 1169   By Sears.  Makes an appropriation to the State Board of
             Education.
 

   HB 1170   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to an unspecified agency.
 

   HB 1171   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to an unspecified agency.
 

   HB 1172   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to an unspecified agency.
 

   HB 1173   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Board of
             Education.
 

   HB 1174   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the State Board of
             Education.
 

   HB 1175   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of
             Corrections.
 

   HB 1176   By Sears. Transfers money from the American Recovery and
             Reinvestment Act Fund to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.
 

   HB 1177   By Sears. Transfers funds from the American Recovery and
             Reinvestment Act Fund to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.
 

   HB 1178   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma State
             Regents for Higher Education.
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   HB 1179   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of Human
             Services.
 

   HB 1180   By Sears. Makes an appropriation to the Department of
             Transportation.
 

   HB 1181   By Sears. Relates to the Oklahoma State Employees Deferred
             Savings Incentive Plan and modifies language.
 

   HB 1182   By Sears. Replaces the Office of Public Affairs with the
             Department of Central Services as an ex officio board of
             control relating to public finance.
 

   HB 1183   By Sears. Requires electronic delivery of annual reports to
             the Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
             the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Joint
             Legislative Oversight Committee for the Oklahoma Health Care
             Authority.
 

   HB 1184   By Sears. Clarifies statutory reference dealing with
             apportionment of income tax revenues.
 

   HB 1185   By Sears. Defines "surface treatment only" as those projects
             that address the surface of the road, highway, or bridge that
             do not add capacity or increase the structural integrity of
             the facility; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1186   By Sears. Modifies reporting requirements regarding
             expenditure levels in either written or electronic form.
 

   HB 1187   By Sears.  Prohibits defacement of the State Capitol Building
             without approval of the Department of Central Services.
 

   HB 1188   By Sears.  Modifies reporting requirements relating to The
             Oklahoma Central Purchasing Act.
 

   HB 1189   By Sears. Modifies list of full-time-equivalent state
             employees to include CompSource Oklahoma; clarifies fiscal
             year; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1190   By Sears. Allows for transfer of funds from the Cash-flow
             Reserve Fund of the Office of State Finance to the Special
             Cash Fund of the State Treasury.
 

   HB 1191   By Grau. Authorizes the board of tax roll corrections to
             examine evidence and compel evidence to an attendance of
             witnesses; provides for orders of dismissal by county boards
             of equalization.
 

   HB 1192   By Lockhart. Adds a credit to public service corporations
             equal to the amount of any discount given by the public
             service corporation to public schools or public prisons in
             Oklahoma.
 

   HB 1193   By Lockhart. Modifies notification requirements relating to
             sex offenders by adding city, town or county newspapers, and
             any other local businesses that the local law enforcement
             determines appropriate.
 

   HB 1194   By McDaniel. Clarifies the "Department" as the "Department of
             Human Services".
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   HB 1195   By McDaniel.  Requires the board of education to provide
             age-appropraite instruction in human growth and development,
             and ensure that all curricula and materials are
             age-appropraite and medically accurate.
 

   HB 1196   By McDaniel. Amends sections relating to revenue and general
             sales tax exemptions; adds requirements for the sale of
             hearing devices to be prescribed by an audiologist;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1197   By McDaniel. New law that creates the Children of
             Incarcerated Parents Task Force; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1198   By McDaniel. New law which creates the Task Force on Payday
             Lenders and Rental Lessors; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1199   By McDaniel. Authorizes visitation rights of a minor by
             former guardians or caretakers.
 

   HB 1200   By McCullough. Adds covenant marriage to existing state laws
             for traditional marriage.
 

   HB 1201   By Inman. Requires any seller of a motor vehicle to disclose
             in writing to the buyer all warranty repairs, modifications
             or other warranty work performed on the motor vehicle.
 

   HB 1202   By Inman. Modifies the notice period relating to any contract
             or agreement imposing a binding legal obligation on the
             purchaser in connection with the offer or sale of a business
             opportunity.
 

   HB 1203   By Inman. Restricts an engineer licensed as an engineer in
             another state from being considered to be in the best
             interest of the public and therefore not granted a temporary
             permit.
 

   HB 1204   By Inman. Limits engineers to only be registered as a
             "Professional Engineer."
 

   HB 1205   By Murphey. Creates time periods for when arrest may be made
             for misdemeanor and felony charges.
 

   HB 1206   By Cooksey. Creates requirements for certain military
             students to be eligible for in-state status if the student
             meets military and state requirements; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1207   By Murphey. Creates the Oklahoma Innovation, Efficiency and
             Accountability Act of 2011; requires each state agency to
             utilize the Portal System that allows for a link to a web
             based application for any license or permit issued.
 

   HB 1208   By Murphey. Authorizes the Governor to appoint and replace
             any gubernatorial appointment on any agency, board, or
             commission; excludes the State Bureau of Investigation,
             Ethics Commission, or any other agency created by the
             Constitution.
 

   HB 1209   By Kirby. Prevents physicians from being liable for providing
             medical services at an amateur or professional athletic
             event; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1210   By Kirby. Pertains to fire and police arbitration; creates
             procedures for different cities and towns when determining a
             third arbitrator.
 

   HB 1211   By Kirby. Increases the punishment for persons who have
             knowingly allowed an individual under 21 years of age to
             consume any alcoholic beverage on any property that is owned
             by the person.
 

   HB 1212   By Kirby. Requires that participants in certain State
             Athletic Commission events not be infected with the HIV, the
             Hepatitis B virus or the Hepatitis C virus; determines
             exceptions provided the written agreement from other persons
             involved.
 

   HB 1213   By Kirby. Provides compensation for employees "based on
             reduction-in-force or reorganization"; no agency shall reduce
             the compensation of any employee who has been demoted;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1214   By Kirby. Sets requirements students must meet in order to
             receive a reduction of resident tuition and fees; declares
             provisions for amount of reductions; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1215   By Kirby. Declares that the act be known as the "Use of
             Credit Information in Personal Insurance Act".
 

   HB 1216   By Kirby. Allows the "Oklahoma Centralized Support Registry
             Act" to be cited as such.
 

   HB 1217   By Kirby. Allows the "Oklahoma Insurance Rating Act" to be
             titled as such.
 

   HB 1218   By Kirby. Allows the "Oklahoma Children's Code" to be titled
             as such.
 

   HB 1219   By McCullough. A new law that provides credits for
             individuals who make voluntary cash contributions to
             charitable organizations; Defines "low-income residents",
             "qualifying charitable organization", and "services".
 

   HB 1220   By McCullough. Creates the "Prevention Services Consolidation
             Act of 2011"; provides a list of "prevention services";
             creates a citizens advisory board for prevention services.
 

   HB 1221   By McCullough. For a firefighter to be eligible for a
             pension, initial employment and participation must have
             occurred prior to November 1, 2011.
 

   HB 1222   By McCullough. Amends the term 'motor vehicle' to include all
             terrain vehicles, utility vehicles, and motorcycles used
             exclusively for off-road use.
 

   HB 1223   By McCullough. The Legal Services Reform Act will limit legal
             counsel fees for state agencies to $20,000 unless a request
             for proposal process has been undertaken; any requests for
             proposal shall be published online.
 

   HB 1224   By McCullough. Creates a Workers' Compensation Commission and
             Court of Existing Claims; creates administrative judges which
             will be assigned to specific regions to hear claims; creates
             the Medical Impairment Rating Registry.
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   HB 1225   By Ownbey. Requires that measures being submitted by the
             parties must include a funding source; the parties shall also
             submit to the Secretary of State and the Attorney General a
             statement outlining all sources of funding to be used in the
             measure.
 

   HB 1226   By Ownbey. Allows unused property acquired by eminent domain
             to be declared as surplus shall be first offered for resale
             to the person the property was taken from; creates a 90 day
             repurchase offer deadline before property can be sold at a
             public sale.
 

   HB 1227   By Ownbey. Creates a new law that changes the name of the
             'Ardmore Higher Education Program' to the 'University Center
             of Southern Oklahoma'; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1228   By Ownbey.  A new law that creates the 'Sheltered Workshop
             Act'; Establishes duties for the Department of Human
             Services; Establishes licensing criteria; Establishes
             provisions regarding conditional licensing; Requires annual
             inspections.
 

   HB 1229   By Ownbey. Changes the language from 'of' to 'that exceeds'
             in regards to the size of a vehicle or combination of
             vehicles; EMERGENCY
 

   HB 1230   By Ownbey. Changes the information on the application for
             certificate of title required by the tax commission; Requires
             a declaration on all vehicles within the last ten model years
             as part of the application process for a certificate of
             title.
 

   HB 1231   By Owenby. Allows Tax Commission to pay refunds from the
             unclassified tax account if current collections are
             insufficient; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1232   By Sherrer. Adds the word flood to existing laws that
             authorize governing bodies to close sections of road;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1233   By Sherrer. Directs Oklahoma Department of Transportation to
             conduct a feasability study concerning the construction of an
             overpass on State Highway 69; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1234   By Sherrer. New law permits two-way video conferencing
             between a courtroom and a correctional facility for certain
             criminal procedures.
 

   HB 1235   By Sherrer. Any mixture or preperation that contains
             psuedoephedrine in any amount shall be classified Schedule
             III.
 

   HB 1236   By Sherrer. The Foundation Program's income shall collect a
             maximum of $200,000 from the R.E.A Tax; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1237   By Sherrer. Establishes "Municipal Methamphetamine Control
             Act"; grants a municipality authority to regulate
             pseudoephedrine within the limits of the municipality.
 

   HB 1238   By Sherrer.  Requires that elections for county officers and
             district attorneys be nonpartisan; establishes prerequisites
             for holding the office of county sheriff.
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   HB 1239   By Sherrer. Removes the phrase "and may be cited" from a
             section of Title 36 dealing with the OK Insurance Code.
 

   HB 1240   By Key. Establishes the "Oklahoma Environmental Authority
             Act"; certain environmental regulation activities are immune
             to federal law; creates punishment for violations; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1241   By McCullough. Creates the "Oklahoma Beverage Container
             Recycling Task Force"; specifies who makes up the force and
             what their assignments are; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1242   By McCullough. Mandates that no state agency shall contract a
             lobbyist "to perform lobbying activities on behalf of the
             agency."
 

   HB 1243   By McDaniel, Randy. Lists classes that must be specified on
             business license applications to be covered by; bail bondsman
             licenses must be applied for electronically and expire on the
             last day of the bondsman's birth month; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1244   By McDaniel, Randy. Defines three different criminal history
             checks; includes that leaders of any youth sports league
             "shall request a national criminal history check" on all
             adult managers and coaches prior to the person's involvement.
 

   HB 1245   By Bennett. Protects minors from invasive security screening
             procedures prior to boarding any manner of transportation,
             unless reasonable suspicion exists at the time of the
             screening that the passenger may pose a danger to the
             traveling public.
 

   HB 1246   By Bennett. Creates a new law that would make law officers
             performing official duties and funeral processions for a
             funeral of a member of the Armed Forces of the US who was
             killed in combat be exempt from paying tolls for use of
             turnpike;EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1247   By Grau. A new law requiring any person or entity acting as a
             real estate developer shall transfer and convey title to all
             common areas of the real estate development to the owners
             association at the time of the final plat filing.
 

   HB 1248   By Grau. Defines "Autism Spectrum Disorder"; establishes a
             separate high risk insurance pool for the coverage of autism
             spectrum disorders.
 

   HB 1249   By Rousselot. Allows individuals to enter the property of
             others if they are in the process of retrieving their
             domestic livestock or other animals if the land is adjoined
             to property or within a three mile radius of where animals
             are kept.
 

   HB 1250   By Rousselot. Creates the Oklahoma Any Willing Institute Act
             which prohibits certain acts by healthcare insurers; requires
             healthcare insurers not to impose monetary advantage or
             penalty; authorizes the Insurance Commissioner to enforce
             this law.
 

   HB 1251   By Rousselot. Establishes the boundaries in which the
             district does not have the power and right to sell water from
             the portion of the Grand River and its tributaries downstream
             from the southern edge of Markham Ferry Dam on Lake Hudson;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1252   By Rousselot. A new law that would require the collection of

21392

http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01239_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01240_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01241_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01242_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01243_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01244_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01245_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01246_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01247_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01248_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01249_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01250_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01251_FIL
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_dr.com?OK53RHB01252_FIL


             income taxes from state legislatures without disrupting the
             Legislature; Creates guidelines for legislatures to comply
             with the Oklahoma Tax Commission; EMERGENCY
 

   HB 1253   By Rousselot. Creates a new law that recognizes the status of
             Indian Tribes; Would grant individuals who are a member of a
             tribal government or Indian Tribe immunity from arrest except
             in cases of treason, felony, or breech of peace; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1254   By Rousselot. States that any individual involved in the
             exchange of stolen property will be found guilty of a felony
             punishable by imprisonment not to exceed five years and fine
             not to exceed $500,000.
 

   HB 1255   By Rousselot. Allows any U.S. Attorney or Assistant U.S.
             Attorney to carry a firearm for personal protection anywhere
             in the State of Oklahoma if they successfully complete an
             approved course of firearm training.
 

   HB 1256   By Rousselot. Allows a tax-return preparer to opt out of any
             electronic filing requirement of the Oklahoma Tax Commission
             if they have to file a certain number of tax returns; that
             number must be established by the IRS; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1257   By Rousselot. Prohibits the Wildlife Conservation Commission
             from limiting the number of blue catfish 30 inches in length
             or larger a person may take, kill, or harvest during one day;
             Commission must amend any rule that sets such a limit;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1258   By Rousselot. Designates hospitals as nonsmoking; disallows
             smoking from within 200 feet of a hospital entrance or exit.
 

   HB 1259   By Rousselot. Rejects daylight saving time as authorized by
             the Uniform Time Act of 1966 as the standard time in
             Oklahoma; this shall not interfere with U.S. law governing
             interstate commerce or the act of an officer or department of
             the U.S.
 

   HB 1260   By Rousselot. Establishes the Motor Vehicle Analysis Act.
 

   HB 1261   By Rousselot. Exempts from taxation any item sold to a
             fraternal order organization operating under a lodge system;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1262   By Rousselot. Establishes the Controlled Dangerous Substances
             Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1263   By Rousselot. Prohibits an authorized insurer from using
             credit information as a basis for premium or coverage
             determinations in personal insurance; repeals sections of law
             relating to the Use of Credit Information in Personal
             Insurance Act.
 

   HB 1264   By Rousselot. Omits the word "his" in reference to the death
             of a sailor, soldier, or marine.
 

   HB 1265   By Rousselot. Makes language relating to appointment of an
             assistant juvenile officer gender neutral.
 

   HB 1266   By Rousselot. Disallows sections 1-101 through 5-101 from
             being cited as "Oklahoma Guardianship and Conservatorship
             Act".
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   HB 1267   By Sears. Requires the Board of Education to transfer
             $35,311,375 to the Teachers' Retirement System of Oklahoma
             for funding the Teachers' Retirement Credit; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1268   By Coody. Would require students entering the ninth grade in
             2011-12 to take one additional unit of mathematics in
             addition to the three units already required.
 

   HB 1269   By Coody. Requires teachers of reading for kindergarten
             through third grade to incorporate the five elements of
             reading instruction into lesson plans; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1270   By Coody. Creates the "Health Education for Middle Schools
             Act of 2011"; the act would require public schools to teach
             health education during sixth, seventh, and eighth grade.
 

   HB 1271   By Coody. Defines a person requiring treatment for mental
             illness; Renames act the Inpatient Mental Health and
             Substance Abuse Treatment of Minors Act.
 

   HB 1272   By McDaniel. Creates the Compassionate Assistance for Rape
             Emergencies (CARE) Act. Requires the State Department of
             Health to make available information about emergency
             contraception; Requires the Department to monitor compliance
             of the CARE Act.
 

   HB 1273   By McDaniel. Establishes the Oklahoma Methamphetamine Review
             Task Force; provides outline of 12 task force members and
             areas of study; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1274   By Virgin. Removes date restrictions on teacher
             certification; allows teachers certified through accredited
             programs to be certified in special education; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1275   By Ownbey. Modifies requirements for application and license
             of registered nurses, Advanced Practice Registered Nurses,
             licensed practical nurses, and Advanced Unlicensed
             Assistants; increases number of employees of Oklahoma Board
             of Nursing
 

   HB 1276   By Ritze. Declares legislative findings; establishes the
             Federal Health Care Reform bills as invalid in the State of
             Oklahoma; attempts to enforce such acts shall be guilty of a
             felony; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1277   By Watson. Specifies which title shall be called such
             regarding oil and gas.
 

   HB 1278   By Watson. Creates "Oklahoma Public Finance Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1279   By Inman. Requires the Department of Human Services to
             provide training to any group of six or more prospective
             kinship foster care providers.
 

   HB 1280   By Proctor. Allows for bread, milk, and eggs sold to a
             natural person to be exempt from sales tax; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1281   By Dank. Creates "School Administrative Restructuring Act";
             requires the State Department of Education to publish a
             restructuring list and work with schools to restructure their
             district, if needed; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1282   By Dank. Defines terms relating to nursing home staff;
             redefines membership to the Board of Examiners for Long Term
             Administrators; includes certification as proper
             qualification for staff.
 

   HB 1283   By Dank. Allows for salary increases for county officers, as
             specified by this title.
 

   HB 1284   By Dank. Requires tax credits to be reported to the Oklahoma
             Tax Commission; requires the Tax Commission to compile a
             report and estimate the revenue impact; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1285   By Dank. Creates the Task Force for the Study of State Tax
             Credits and Economic Incentives; outlines the membership and
             duties of the task force; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1286   By Dank. Allows employers to obtain workers' compensation
             insurance coverage; outlines procedures should an employer
             not obtain such coverage particularly if an accident should
             occur.
 

   HB 1287   By Proctor. Allows citizens of Oklahoma registered as
             Independents to vote in the Presidential Preferential Primary
             election; prohibits such voters from voting in the
             Presidential Preferential Primary elections of more than one
             party.
 

   HB 1288   By Proctor. Prohibits elected state, county, or municipal
             officers from receiving any compensation or reimbursement
             from any entity for personally engaging in lobbying;
             prohibits such officers from registering as lobbyists.
 

   HB 1289   By Derby. Establishes the "School District County
             Restructuring Act;" requires school districts in most
             Oklahoma counties to consolidate into one county school
             district; sets provisional guidelines for counties not
             included in the act.
 

   HB 1290   By Derby. Abolishes the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority; sets up
             transition team to transfer all duties, personnel, property,
             funds and encumbrances of the OTA to the Department of
             Transportation; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1291   By Derby. Creates the "Oklahoma Firearms Freedom Act";
             declares that firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition
             made in Oklahoma from basic materials not imported are not
             subject to the federal regulation; requires a "Made in
             Oklahoma stamp.
 

   HB 1292   By Derby. Requires that persons applying for agricultural tax
             exemptions file a sworn affidavit with the Tax Commission
             that the majority of their income stems from farming and
             ranching and that they are actively engaged in farming;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1293   By Derby. Raises the cap on income for persons receiving tax
             exemptions in regards to head of household from $12,000 to
             $22,000.
 

   HB 1294   By Derby. Requires all elementary schools in the state to
             consolidate with one or more independent school districts;
             sets rules to handle property, staff and liabilities; sets
             rules on selecting new board members; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1295   By Derby. Any driver that causes an accident that does not
             comply with the Compulsory Insurance Law will have their
             vehicle towed home and placed in a tire boot until the time
             that the accident is paid in full and the driver has
             insurance.
 

   HB 1296   By Derby. Removes the exception of no consent on informing a
             property owner of the annexation of his or her land.
 

   HB 1297   By Derby. Repeals corporate income tax.
 

   HB 1298   By Derby. Requires the sales of all eligible food and
             beverages be subject to sales tax; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1299   By Derby. Creates the "Oklahoma Inventory Tax Act".
 

   HB 1300   By Derby. Creates the "Corporate Taxation Act".
 

   HB 1301   By Derby. Creates the Oklahoma Criminal Penalties Act of
             2011.
 

   HB 1302   By Derby. Creates the Oklahoma Criminal Laws Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1303   By. Creates the Oklahoma Online Bidding Act.
 

   HB 1304   By Derby. Creates the position of Chief Information Officer;
             gives CIO authority over the Information Services Division of
             the Office of State Finance and serves as the Secretary of
             Information Techhnology and Telecommunications.
 

   HB 1305   By Proctor. Removes the displayed names on the Capitol Dome
             to be replaced by names of Oklahoma residents who have been
             awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1306   By Richardson. Creates the Oklahoma Livestock Care Standards
             Board for the purpose of establishing standards governing the
             care and well-being of state livestock and poultry; provides
             requirements for board members.
 

   HB 1307   By Richardson. Requires that County Officers and District
             Attorneys shall file and be elected at nonpartisan elections;
             provides registration requirements for canidates.
 

   HB 1308   By Richardson. Provides the purpose and requirements for the
             Department of Environmental Quality; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1309   By Richardson. Creates the Dog and Cat Sterilization Act;
             provides requirements for disposal of pets kept for pleasure
             held by a private or public animal shelter or agency;
             requirements for animal euthanasia licensing and agents;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1310   By Richardson. Creates the Oklahoma Veterinary Practice Act.
 

   HB 1311   By Richardson. Creates the Endangered Species and Economic
             Development Task Force; lists expected duties; assist in
             enforcing endangered species laws; outlines who the task
             force will be composed of; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1312   By Richardson. Requires that a practitioner place the symptom
             or purpose for which the drug is being used on the label;
             failure to do so shall not be admissible evidence of
             malpractice in litigation.
 

   HB 1313   By Richardson. States that the State Board of Veterinary
             Medical Examiners shall consist of five licensed veterinarian
             members; veterinarian members shall be elected by the
             veterinarians in each congressional district.
 

   HB 1314   By Richardson. Repeals an act relating to game and fish.
 

   HB 1315   By Morgan. Exempts "coin-pusher machine" from being defined
             as a "slot machine"; defines "coin-pusher machine".
 

   HB 1316   By Morgan. Prohibits any person under 18 to operate a motor
             vehicle while using a cellular phone to make or recieve
             telephone calls or compose, send, or read text messages;
             provides penalties.
 

   HB 1317   By Morgan.  Modifies definitions of Education Leadership
             Oklahoma Act; outlines the number of teachers allowed to be
             selected for the Act and the fees expected to be paid for the
             scholarship recipients; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1318   By Morgan. Prohibits and defines an established business
             relationship and a free offer pertaining to the Oklahoma
             Consumer Protection Act.
 

   HB 1319   By Wright. Refers to driving under the influence and outlines
             the prosecution for those charged.
 

   HB 1320   By Wright. Adds henna/mehndi to the lists of definitions
             relating to tattooing and body piercing.
 

   HB 1321   By Wright. Prohibits advertisements or promotions for the
             Oklahoma Lottery Commission to involve children on any
             manner; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1322   By Wright. Modifies the definition of embezzlement to include
             any property of an estate of a decedent; provides penalty by
             the Department of Corrections.
 

   HB 1323   By Wright. Modifies the makeup of the County Energy District
             Authority to include only the circuit engineering district
             board of directors.
 

   HB 1324   By Wright. Relates to the continuance of insurance benefits
             of persons receiving benefits from the Teacher's Retirement
             System of Oklahoma; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1325   By Sanders. Makes the sale of tangible property or services
             to the American Legion tax exempt; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1326   By Pruett. Department of Transportation shall include the
             name of the cemetery on any informational signs in this state
             indicating the location of cemeteries.
 

   HB 1327   By Pruett. When conducting prescribed burnings, Forestry
             Division employees shall be protected and not personally
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             liable unless gross negligence is established.
 

   HB 1328   By Pruett. Creates the "Oklahoma Water Basin Protection Act";
             defines relevant terms; shall be 19 water drainage basins;
             all monies collected shall be deposited in the Oklahoma Water
             Basin Revolving Fund; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1329   By Pruett. Requires the Department of Human Services to
             distribute food stamp benefits to recipients in three
             separate partial payments each month; the electronic benefit
             identification program is to be used.
 

   HB 1330   By Proctor. Creates the "Tax Credit Moratorium Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1331   By Proctor. Establishes the "Utility Rate Payers Protection
             Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1332   By Key. A new law that creates the "Bill of Rights Education
             Act of 2011"; Creates a social studies curriculum composed of
             important U.S. documents; End of Instruction exams will have
             questions covering important U.S. documents.
 

   HB 1333   By Proctor. A new law creating the "Oklahoma Home-based
             Bakeries Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1334   By Renegar. Adds that any individual who is convicted of
             stealing or destroying cemetery markers shall be liable for
             treble damages for the injury done, to be recovered in a
             civil action by the owner of such property.
 

   HB 1335   By Renegar. Redifines "Public body" to include the
             Legislature; Changes the Oklahoma Transportation Authority to
             the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority; Allows communications with
             legislators to be protected through the Oklahoma Open Records
             Act.
 

   HB 1336   By Renegar. Requires the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to
             not approve applications or issue permits for the use of
             surface water or ground water in this state if water to be
             withdrawn is over 25,000 acre feet of water/year; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1337   By Renegar. A new law that creates the "Oklahoma Water Basin
             Protection Act"; Provides for the creation of water basin
             districts; Provides names of the 19 water drainage basins in
             the State; Creates the "Oklahoma Water Basin Revolving Fund";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1338   By Renegar. Changes the age in which individuals become
             eligible for different levels of hunting licenses or hunting
             tags; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1339   By Renegar. New law that would require every dealer appointed
             to issue gaming, hunting, and fishing licenses to issue every
             license by means of an electronic point of sale system;
             Authorizes the Wildlife Conservation to promulgate rules.
 

   HB 1340   By Renegar. A new law that would make it illegal to operate a
             motor vehicle on public streets or highways in this state
             while using a cellular telephone or a wireless electronic
             communication device.
 

   HB 1341   By Renegar. Clarifies Oklahoma at 'the state' as it relates
             to waters and water rights.
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   HB 1342   By Renegar. Allows the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to
             accept the surrender of any water right be the holder of the
             rights.
 

   HB 1343   By Proctor. Requires Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
             Education to grant a tuition waiver to a surviving spouse or
             child of any person killed in the line of duty; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1344   By Moore. Disallows outdoor advertising that interferes in
             any way with the public enjoyment of historical landmarks;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1345   BY Moore. Intends for Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
             Education to redesign and adopt a new funding formula for
             appropriation and budgets of institutions.
 

   HB 1346   By Moore. Lowers fee for coin-operated music or amusement
             device and coin- operated vending device requiring a coin
             with a value of 25 cents to $50.00 from $100.00; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1347   By Newell. Creates "Wildlife Bail Procedure Act"; outlines
             procedure for persons found in violation of the Oklahoma
             Wildlife Conservation Code; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1348   By Newell. Allows taxidermy specimen to be sold at estate
             sales only if it is personal property of the owner of the
             estate and the Director of Wildlife Conservation grants
             written approval; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1349   By Blackwell. Requires the Department of Human Services to
             create a plan for outsourcing foster care services statewide
             and work with local and private agencies.
 

   HB 1350   By Blackwell. Modifies registration requirements for juvenile
             sex offenders; removes out-of-date provision deadlines; adds
             palm prints to information required from person registering;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1351   By Blackwell. Allows a certified registered nurse anesthetist
             to order, select, obtain and administer legend drugs,
             Schedules II through V controlled substances, devices, and
             medical gases in collaboration with a medical doctor.
 

   HB 1352   By McAffrey. Allows next of kin of a person whose death is
             investigated by the Chief Medical Examiner or designee the
             opportunity to ask in open hearing questions relating to the
             cause of death and relevant information.
 

   HB 1353   By McAffrey. Authorizes the creation of Classen High School
             and Alzheimer's Research License Plates; creates the
             Alzheimer's Research License Plate Revolving Fund.
 

   HB 1354   By McAffrey. Allows businesses to advertise or offer "happy
             hours" between the hours of four p.m. and seven p.m.; removes
             provisions disallowing the sale of alcoholic beverages at
             prices or specials not regularly used.
 

   HB 1355   By McAffrey. Restructures next of kin notification for burial
             rights of deceased persons; determines right of disposal.
 

   HB 1356   By Peters. Authorizes a child in the custody of OKDHS who is
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             17 years old to enter into a property lease agreement for the
             child's residence at the request of the child or the attorney
             of the child.
 

   HB 1357   By Peters. Allows the receipt of Oklahoma Universal Service
             Funds to be conditioned; removes provisions regarding Federal
             Communications Commission orders; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1358   By Peters. Allows protective orders to remain in full force
             for the duration of incarceration of the defendant; dictates
             the time incarcerated shall not be included in the
             calculation of the three-year time limitation.
 

   HB 1359   By Peters. Creates the Foster Care System Improvement Task
             Force; directs composition of task force; defines purpose of
             task force; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1360   By Peters. Allows the court to file an emergency protective
             order against an alleged perpetrator of child abuse after a
             petition has been filed; directs procedure to remain
             confidential.
 

   HB 1361   By Peters. Creates the Family Wealth Preservation Trust Act;
             requires that notice of the date of money or property to a
             preservation trust shall be filed in the office of the clerk
             of Oklahoma County.
 

   HB 1362   By Peters. Places restrictions on communications between the
             Board of Equalization and the County Assessor perscribed by
             the Oklahoma Tax Commission; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1363   By Peters. Creates the Oklahoma Choices for Long-Term Care
             Act; Modifies requirements for ADvantage program and
             clarifies eligibility.
 

   HB 1364   By Peters. Requires criminal history records search conducted
             by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation for all child
             care workers, foster parents, and child placing agencies.
 

   HB 1365   By Peters.  Requires an insurer of individual and group
             health insurance policies which provides coverage for a child
             of an insured who is recieving services through the
             Developmental Disabilities Services Division to approve
             claims.
 

   HB 1366   By Peters. Creates the Oklahoma Municipal Energy Independence
             Act; Establishes a Municipal Energy District Authority and
             meeting times and places for the energy trustees.
 

   HB 1367   By. Requires county clerk in each county of the state to keep
             their offices open during the same hours as other county
             officers in such county.
 

   HB 1368   By Peters. Requires certain final paperwork to be filed with
             the Oklahoma State Bond Advisor by any public trust.
 

   HB 1369   By Peters. Modifies penalties for the sale of tobacco to
             minors; raises administrative fines according to the
             Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcement Commission.
 

   HB 1370   By Peters. Creates Mental Health Law
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   HB 1371   By Holland. Creates the Task Force on After School Varsity
             Athletic Programs; requires task force to conduct a review of
             high school varsity athletic programs; provides membership
             and designation of officer requirements; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1372   By. Modifies expenditure limits for Average Daily Attendance
             for schools and their district administrative services;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1373   By Holland. Increases fines to a parent, guardian, or other
             person who neglects or refuses to compel a child to attend
             public, private, or other school; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1374   By. Authorizes State Textbook Committee to extend contracts
             of a two year period with those on the state adopted textbook
             list; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1375   By Holland. States legislative intent for the Oklahoma State
             Regents of Higher Education to redesign and adopt a new
             funding formula for all institutions of the Oklahoma State
             System of Higher Education.
 

   HB 1376   By Holland. Makes it a misdemeanor for any member of a board
             of education or any school district employee to violate rules
             of the ethics commission regarding the use of public funds to
             influence elections.
 

   HB 1377   By Holland. Authorizes the Board of Mental Health and
             Substance Abuse Services to promulgate rules for the
             certification of a facility that desires to be certified as a
             mental illness service program.
 

   HB 1378   By Holland. Prohibits the recognition of a labor organization
             as a bargaining agent for a group of school district
             employees; prohibits school employees from engaging in
             strike.
 

   HB 1379   By Holland. Decalres it unlawful for any person to knowingly
             hire a person who is not authorized to work in the United
             States; provides the punishments for each violation; defines
             "employer".
 

   HB 1380   By Holland. Definitions pertaining to teacher contracts are
             modified; law created regarding the Teacher Due Process Act
             of 1990; an Act is repealed relating to schools; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1381   By Cox. Creates the "Supplemental Hospital Offset Payment
             Program Act"; defines terms; Oklahoma Health Care Authority
             must submit a proposed state plan to implement the
             requirements of the Act; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1382   By Condit. Removes language pertaining to guards from
             circumstances for murder; modified language regarding credits
             for good behavior while incarcerated; relates to the Oklahoma
             Corrections Act of 1967.
 

   HB 1383   By Condit. Establishes the "Oklahoma Public Health and Safety
             Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1384   By Condit. For employment, a board of education may request a
             national criminal history check; any substitute teacher shall
             only be required to have a national criminal history check
             every three years; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1385   By Condit.  Outlines requirements needed for students in
             order to receive a reduction of resident tuition and fees;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1386   By Condit. Outlines requirements needed for students in order
             to receive a reduction of resident tuition and fees;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1387   By Condit. Any contractor shall post a bond of 5,000 dollars
             with the Department of Labor; a copy of the contractor's
             driver license or identification card shall also be filed;
             defines relevant terms.
 

   HB 1388   By Roan. Modifies purchasing requirements for products and
             services relating to the Department of Corrections.
 

   HB 1389   By Roan. Modifies the reporting requirements on minor
             offenses.
 

   HB 1390   By Roan. Allows the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation to
             rent or charter aircraft on a project or mission basis.
 

   HB 1391   By Roan. Renames Lake Patrol as Marine Enforcement Section of
             the Highway Patrol and sets salaries; allows retired Highway
             Patrol Officers to retain his or her badge and sidearm;
             renames Driver License Fraud as Identity Verification Unit.
 

   HB 1392   By Roan. Makes it illegal to use or dispose of salt water
             associated with the exploration, production or recovery of
             oil and gas if the water originates from a sole-source
             groundwater basin or subbasin; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1393   By Roan. Requires county officers to be a qualified elector
             who is registered to vote and resides within the commission
             district to be eligible to become a candidate for county
             commissioner in another county.
 

   HB 1394   By Roan. Designates the Leader Creek bridge crossing on State
             Highway 3 as the "PFC A.T. Howell Memorial Bridge";
             designates US Highway 59 from the Poteau River to Heavener
             city limits as the "SSGT Billy Elliott Memorial Highway";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1395   By Roan. Relates to waters and water rights; changes
             "Oklahoma" to "the state".
 

   HB 1396   By Cox. Names section of law the "Oklahoma Public Health
             Code".
 

   HB 1397   By Cox. Authorizes the State Department of Health to perform
             any and all health related services; removes control of local
             registrars from the State Commissioner of Health; disallows
             the use of an heirloom birth certificate for ID purposes.
 

   HB 1398   By Wesselhoft. Appropriates funds received from the federal
             Unemployment Compensation Modernization Transfer to the
             Employment Security Administration Fund; directs funds to be
             used by December 31, 2012.
 

   HB 1399   By Wesselhoft. Prohibits the Department of Public Safety from
             embedding, affixing, adhering, or assigning a Radio Frequency
             Identification (RFID) tag to any driver license; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1400   By Wesselhoft. Allows persons 18 years of age or over to
             carry a firearm in public without license if carried in a
             holster that is wholly or partially visible.
 

   HB 1401   By Wesselhoft. Creates the "Oklahoma Child Protection Act";
             terms defined; a reporter must report any suspected child
             abuse no later than the 48th hour after the abuse.
 

   HB 1402   By Wesselhoft. Creates the "Women's Health Defense Act";
             defines all relevant terms; the Legislature, by joint
             resolution, may appoint one or more of its members to
             intervene in any case.
 

   HB 1403   By Wesselhoft. Identifies which schools are considered
             "low-achieving"; will provide intervention if parents
             petition.
 

   HB 1404   By Wesselhoft. Every person who is knowingly present at a
             dogfighting exhibition shall be guilty of a felony;
             punishable by imprisonment in the custody of the Department
             of Corrections for not less than one year.
 

   HB 1405   By Wesselhoft. Creates the "Criminal Procedure Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1406   By Wesselhoft. Creates the "Oklahoma Firearms Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1407   By Wesselhoft. Decalres that the Oklahoma Lottery Commission
             withhold lottery prize monies until the individual can
             provide proof of health insurance coverage.
 

   HB 1408   By Derby. Creates the "Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement
             System Martial Property Rights Amendments Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1409   By Cox.  Modifies accident and health insurance policies;
             provides the required methods of compensation for certain
             providers.
 

   HB 1410   By Joyner. Decalres that the county never be responsible for
             providing utilities such as water for the county courthouse.
 

   HB 1411   By Joyner. Establishes the Oklahoma Railways Commission by
             separating the Rails Program Division from the Department of
             Transportation; Creates a revolving fund for the Oklahoma
             Railways Commission.
 

   HB 1412   By Joyner. Modifies the title of the filing clerk; now known
             as "court" clerk instead of "county" clerk.
 

   HB 1413   By Joyner. Creates the "Home Appliance Lemon Law"; entitles
             consumers to enforce the terms of an appliance warranty if
             the item is valued over $200.
 

   HB 1414   By Joyner. Establishes an additional $13 nonrefundable fee
             that will be creditedto the Oklahoma Court-Appointed Special
             Advocates (OCASA).
 

   HB 1415   By Joyner. Clarifies language by replacing "Oklahoma" with
             "the state" relating to the Legal Services Revolving Fund.
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   HB 1416   By Joyner. Creates the "Oklahoma Criminal Law Act of 2011."
 

   HB 1417   By Joyner. Clarifies the language by removing "thereof, said,
             and so."
 

   HB 1418   By Casey. Requires a national criminal record check which
             must be approved by the Office of Personnel Management and
             the State Department of Education for any person seeking
             employment with a school; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1419   By Casey. Permits any person licensed to practice as a
             registered nurse to assist with on-scene patient care,
             stabilization and en route emergency medical care.
 

   HB 1420   By Casey. Clarifies that any person that is deputized or
             appointed a reserve deputy that is assigned specific law
             enforcement duties shall have an option to attend a 40 hour
             basic police course pertaining to the specifically assigned
             duties.
 

   HB 1421   By Casey. Requires any student receiving an Oklahoma Higher
             Learning Access Program award post the 2011-2012 academic
             year to repay the allocated award amount for a specific class
             if the student fails or drops the class; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1422   By Casey. Moves the start date of plans on the State and
             Education Employees Group Insurance to the first day of July
             starting in 2012 and for every year afterwards.
 

   HB 1423   By Casey. Changes the amounts on the maximum benefit payable
             by the Teachers' Retirement System of Oklahoma towards a
             retired teacher's health insurance premium; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1424   By Walker. Gives the Corporation Commission the power to
             enforce safety standards on pipelines used to transmit oil
             and natural gas; requires operators to protect against
             washouts, floods, unstable soil, landslides, and other
             hazards.
 

   HB 1425   By Walker. When requested by law enforcement, the Department
             of Human Services shall assist in interviewing children
             alleged to be physically or sexually abused if funds and
             personnel are available.
 

   HB 1426   By Walker. Requires that the first $15 million levied on all
             tax rates of natural gas and casinghead gas be apportioned to
             the Rural Economic Action Fund; changes the OK Tuition
             Scholarship Fund to the OK Student Aid Revolving Fund;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1427   By Walker. Changes the amounts on the maximum benefit payable
             by the Teachers' Retirement System of Oklahoma towards a
             retired teacher's health insurance premium; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1428   By Walker. Requires retired teachers who have a post
             retirement divorce to notify the Teachers' Retirement System
             to modify their benefits; sets an effective date of on or
             before January 1, 2004; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1429   By Cox. Requires the State and Education Employees Group
             Insurance Board to devldevelop a cost-neutral or
             cost-positive plan for employees to receive bariatric surgery
             coverage.
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   HB 1430   By McPeak. Persons applying for substitute teaching positions
             shall only have a criminal background check every three
             years.
 

   HB 1431   By McPeak. Creates the "Dual Office-Holding Act".
 

   HB 1432   By McPeak. Allows the State Board of Education to inventory
             all coursework for graduation in the state.
 

   HB 1433   By McPeak. Creates the "Agriculture Improvement Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1434   By McPeak. Creates the "Municipal Court Fairness Act".
 

   HB 1435   By McPeak. Allows the act to be cited as the "Oklahoma Public
             Health Code".
 

   HB 1436   By Cox. Allows the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Commission
             to sell real estate within Honey Creek State Park; All monies
             except for sales expenses are to be deposited in the OK
             Tourism and Recreation Department Revolving Fund 215;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1437   By Cox. Gives sheriffs the sole discretion on the transfer of
             inmates from county jails to the Department of Corrections.
 

   HB 1438   By Shannon. Creates the "State Assets Auction Process
             Amendments Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1439   By Vaughan. Adds owners, managers, and employees to persons
             that can use deadly force against intruders; adds place of
             business to the places deadly force can be used.
 

   HB 1440   By Vaughan. Starting in taxable years after December 31,
             2011, exempts the sale of real property, personal property or
             a combination from the owners adjusted grgross income if the
             property was used under certain conditions.
 

   HB 1441   By Cox. Permits that pharmacies may maintain controlled
             dangerous substances in an emergency medication needs of a
             resident; Authorizes the State Board of Pharmacy to
             promulgate rules.
 

   HB 1442   By Faught. Creates the Destructive Human Embryo Research Act;
             Penalizes all persons who violate and intentionally or
             knowingly conduct destructive research on a human embryo.
 

   HB 1443   By Faught. Prohibits the use of Temporary Assistance for
             Needy Families electronic benefit transfer cards at casino
             automated teller machines; authorizes the Department of Human
             Services to develop regulations.
 

   HB 1444   By Faught. Creates new rights of action or claims for the
             Oklahoma Official English Language Implementation Act;
             provides education funds for the teaching of English to
             persons who are not fluent in English.
 

   HB 1445   By Faught. Provides requirements for the Statewide Temporary
             Assistance Responsibility System; requires each applicant to
             recertify eligibility for each program of STARS annually with
             a face-to-face interview.
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   HB 1446   By Faught. Creates the Oklahoma Immigration Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1447   By Faught. Repeals section of law relating to the Oklahoma
             Art in Public Places Act; EMERCENCY.
 

   HB 1448   By Faught. Creates the Beverage Container Recycling Act.
 

   HB 1449   By Williams. Modifies laws relating to public intoxication;
             sets violation fines; prohibits municipalities and other
             political subdivisions from continuing ordinances of offenses
             provided in sections of law.
 

   HB 1450   By Williams. Creates the Revenue and Taxation Technical
             Amendments Act.
 

   HB 1451   By Williams. Creates a new law that would require upon a
             showing of proof of licensure, licensed process servers shall
             be able to obtain address information from the municipality
             about municipal account holders.
 

   HB 1452   By Williams. A new law creating the "Oklahoma Crimes and
             Punishment Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1453   By Williams. A new law creating the "Oklahoma Licensed
             Interpreter Act"; Creates the Oklahoma Board of Licensed
             Interpreters for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing; Creates fund
             for the Board; Provides requirements to become licensed to
             interpret in the State.
 

   HB 1454   By Williams. A new law creating the "Certified
             Entrepreneurship Communities Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1455   By Cox. A new law that requires physicians or any other
             person permitted by law to attend upon pregnant females in
             the state to take a sample of blood from pregnant females who
             have not had prenatal care to test for HIV; Defines "approved
             laboratory".
 

   HB 1456   By Denney. A new law to increase the accountability in the
             school system which would require the State Board of
             Education to prepare an annual performance/achievement report
             of every school in the state; Specifies content of the
             report; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1457   By Denney. Redifines "career teacher pretermination hearing";
             Provides protocol for the recommendation for the dismissal or
             non-remployment of a career or probationary teacher; Provides
             the rights for career and probationary teachers; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1458   By Denney. A new law that grants the State Board of Career
             and Technology Education to direct and assume administrative,
             supervisory and instructional operations at regional advanced
             science and mathematic programs by OSSM; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1459   By Denney. Adds that the full legal name consisting of the
             first and last name of the person, or the middle name and
             last name of the person be included on the driver license.
 

   HB 1460   By Denney. Changes the Internet service data transfer rate
             from 56 kbps to 1.5Mbps; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1461   By Denney. Removes limitations on school districts liability
             toward school bullying, including cyber bullying; Defines
             various types of bullying; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1462   By Denney. Creates the Music Therapy Practice Act;
             establishes a musical therapist license and sets pentalty for
             violation of the Music Therapy Practice Act.
 

   HB 1463   By Newell. Authorizes any person in a lawful possession of a
             concealed handgun to carry a concealed handgun while on any
             college or university; prevents any college or university
             from establishing a policy prohibiting possession of a
             firearm.
 

   HB 1464   By Johnson. Allows a taxpayer to file a declaratory judgment
             in their district court if the taxpayer disagrees with the
             findings of the Oklahoma Tax Commission in relation to the
             Uniform Tax Procedure Code.
 

   HB 1465   By Johnson. Modifies the date that determines the age for
             when children start school for attendance purposes; Changes
             from September 1 to June 1.
 

   HB 1466   By Johnson. Clarifies language pertaining to abortion
             physicians and the number of weeks an unborn child shall be
             presumed to be viable for an abortion
 

   HB 1467   By Johnson. Repeals sections one through eight of the bill
             relating to transferable tax credits; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1468   By Johnson. Specifies that any candidate for county
             commissioner must be registered to vote and reside within the
             county.
 

   HB 1469   By Johnson. Clarifies that the county shall be reimbursed by
             the Administrative Office of the Courts for all expenses
             incurred by the county in relation to buildings, courtrooms,
             attendants, fuel, lights, and stationary for the district
             court.
 

   HB 1470   By Johnson. Clarifies language by specifying concealed and
             unconcealed weapons in relation to Oklahoma Firearms Act of
             1971; determines the effective date for full-time peace
             commissioners to apply for handgun licenses.
 

   HB 1471   By Armes. Includes definition of 'animal husbandry', 'exotic
             livestock', 'livestock', and Reproductive Services Business';
             outlines qualifications for employees of the Reproductive
             Services Business.
 

   HB 1472   By Armes. Raises fee per bushel on wheat to two cents;
             ammends ballot language to "20 mill per bushel".
 

   HB 1473   By Armes. Removes requirement of double-fenced facilites for
             free-ranging native herds.
 

   HB 1474   By Armes. Increases the fine for trespassing to $1,500, as it
             relates to the Oklahoma Farmed Cervidae Act.
 

   HB 1475   By Armes. Increases retail license fee to $20.00 to sell
             fireworks; requires a current sales tax permit for vendors;
             places $10,00 of fee in the State Fire Marshal Revolving
             Fund; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1476   By Armes. Includes recreational off-highway vehicle with the
             requirements for all-terrain vehicles.
 

   HB 1477   By Armes. Requires persons to have proof of citizenship at
             all times; disallows the hiring of or rent/purchase of
             property to illegal aliens; modifies requirements of birth
             certificates.
 

   HB 1478   By Armes. Includes poultry waste applicators to certification
             requirements.
 

   HB 1479   By Armes. Allows the "Oklahoma Agricultural Code" to be cited
             as such.
 

   HB 1480   By Armes. Creates the"Oklahoma Agricultural Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1481   By Armes. Clarifies that the Department of Environmental
             Quality will sample and analyze the contaminated sample after
             the release has been contained or stabilized; the department
             will keep a list of licensed highway remediation contractors.
 

   HB 1482   By DeWitt. Makes it clear that the holder of a water right
             may surrender the right to the Water Resources Board.
 

   HB 1483   By DeWitt. Creates the "Weights and Measures Act."
 

   HB 1484   By DeWitt. Creates the Water Infrastructure Revolving Account
             to consist of all funds received by the Water Resources Board
             designated for the account; funds used to establish and
             maintain the critical water infrastructure; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1485   By Roberts Dustin. Directs the Commissioner of Public Safety
             to negotiate a agreement that would allow agricultural
             producers to subject themselves to the motor vehicle laws of
             their residing state when within 150 miles of their
             residence.
 

   HB 1486   By Morrissette. Creates a council to investigate the use of
             woody biomass taken from Eastern Red Cedar trees and used to
             fuel special furnaces placed in correction facilities, public
             schools, and other state agencies; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1487   By Brumbaugh. Raises the qualifying income limit for a
             specific tax exemption to $22,000 or 50 percent of the median
             income published by the US Department of Housing and Urban
             Development.
 

   HB 1488   By Brumbaugh. Extends the length of time for specific tax
             incentives from July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2022.
 

   HB 1489   By Brumbaugh. The website operated by the Office of State
             Finance will include apportionment data on diesel and
             gasoline excise tax, gross prodcution tax, motor vehicle
             collections, and motor vehicle excise tax.
 

   HB 1490   By Brumbaugh. The District Attorneys Council will allocate
             appropriations for prosecutorial services with a specific
             formula that considers the number of criminal felonies filed
             in each district.
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   HB 1491   By Brumbaugh. Technology center school districts will provide
             alternative education programs available to youths in the
             custody of Juvenile Affairs; EMERGENGY.
 

   HB 1492   By Brumbaugh. The State Department of Education will provide
             information regarding school district direct and indirect
             cost on its website.
 

   HB 1493   By Brumbaugh. Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year,
             school districts must expend at least 70 percent of total
             expenditures to fund direct instructional activites; provides
             amount for school years leading up to 2014; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1494   By Brumbaugh; Repeals specific sections of the Health Carrier
             Access Payment Revolving Fund.
 

   HB 1495   By Brumbaugh. Enacts the "Transportation Infrastructure
             Reform Act of 2011."
 

   HB 1496   By Brumbaugh. Directs the Scenic River Commission to lower
             the annual use fee to five dollars for commercially owned and
             operated flotation devices; charges a one dollar user fee for
             the person renting the commercial device; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1497   By Shelton. Creates a task force to study the establishment
             of a merit system for employees of a higher education
             institution; studies how a merit system promotes equity and
             accountability; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1498   By Shelton. Renames the sections known and cited as the
             "Construction Industries Board Act."
 

   HB 1499   By Shelton. Expands the definition of a "glass tube;" a
             retailer is not to sell a glass tube to a patron whom is
             suspected of wanting to use the item to introduce a
             controlled dangerous substance into his or her body.
 

   HB 1500   By Shelton. A first responder who takes images or video of an
             accident and distributes it without permission can be
             convicted of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine or
             imprisonment.
 

   HB 1501   By Shelton. Modifies the term "cigars"; defines the terms
             "cigar wrap" and "rolling paper"; Mandates the tax imposed on
             "rolling paper" and where the taxes are apportioned;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1502   By Shelton. Deletes the option of firing squad from criminal
             executions.
 

   HB 1503   By Schwartz. Provides explanation on how all prescriptions
             communicated by way of electronic radio shall be carried out.
 

   HB 1504   By Schwartz. Authorizes the State Department of Health to
             issue or renew a license to establish or operate a home care
             agency if the agency is accredited or certified by the
             Accreditation Commission for Health Care.
 

   HB 1505   By Schwartz. Modifies Act to read that no retailer or vendor
             shall be required to provide any notification on its Internet
             website that use tax is imposed and must be paid by the
             purchaser; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1506   By Schwartz. Modifies the amount a plaintiff may be awarded
             if they are to receive compensation for a noneconomic loss;
             compensation shall not exceed $250,000.
 

   HB 1507   By Schwartz. Creates the act to be known and cited as
             "Aaron's Law"; penalties are modified so that any person
             convicted of negligent homicide shall be guilty of a felony
             punishable by no less than one year imprisonment or no less
             than $1,000.
 

   HB 1508   By Schwartz. Defines "base flood elevation"; lists and
             defines all relevant terms; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1509   By Schwartz. Modifies statutory reference; allows for
             examination by an attorney licensed to practice in this state
             for certain policies; directs Insurance Commissioner to
             establish certain guidelines; established penalties for
             violations.
 

   HB 1510   By Vaughan. Allows any student who is 16 years of age and has
             passed the GED shall be awarded a standard diploma upon
             completing an approved program by the board of education;
             approved programs listed; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1511   By Vaughan. New law to commemorate the United States Supreme
             Court decision in the case of McDonald v. City of Chicago,
             Illinois; establishes the twenty-eighth of June as "Second
             Amendment Day"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1512   By Liebmann. Creates the Deffered Maintenance Revolving Fund
             for the DCS for the continual upkeep of capitol property;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1513   By Liebmann. Creates the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement
             Authority; authorizes OCIA to issue obligations to the DCS in
             order to provide funds for deffered maintenance; obligations
             issued shall not exceed $3 million in a fiscal year;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1514   By Liebmann. Increases total apportionment limit for the
             Rebuilding Oklahoma Access and Driver Safety Fund to
             $500,000.
 

   HB 1515   By Liebmann. Authorizes the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement
             Authority to issue bonds up to $40 million for the Native
             American Cultural and Educational Authority; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1516   By Liebman. Clarifies language relating to Oklahoma Quality
             Events Incentive Act.
 

   HB 1517   By Liebmann. Creates the Transportation Funding Act.
 

   HB 1518   By Liebmann. Creates the Oklahoma Road Funding Act.
 

   HB 1519   By Liebmann. Creates the Revenue and Taxation Reform Act.
 

   HB 1520   By Nollan. Modifies penalties and procedure for the violation
             of the Compulsory Insurance Law.
 

   HB 1521   By Nollan. Creates the Hospital Services Act.
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   HB 1522   By Nollan. Adds exemption to sales at retail and wholesale to
             include merchandise as part of a promotional event.
 

   HB 1523   By Nollan. Clarifies statutory reference to Section 1210.505
             through Section 1210.508-1 regarding the Oklahoma School
             Testing Program Act.
 

   HB 1524   By Nollan. Creates the Administrative Cost Restructuring Act.
 

   HB 1525   By Nollan. Creates the County Excise and Equalization Board
             Technical Amendments Act of 2011; EMERGENCY
 

   HB 1526   By DeWitt. Creates the State House of Representatives
             Redistricting Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1527   By DeWitt. Creates the Oklahoma Congressional Redistricting
             Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1528   DeWitt. Creates the Oklahoma House of Representatives
             Redistricting Act of 2011
 

   HB 1529   By DeWitt. Creates the Agency Adjustment Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1530   By Morrissette. Defines 'best value' in regards to the Public
             Competitive Bidding Act of 1974; modifies requirements for
             the awarding of certain contracts.
 

   HB 1531   By Blackwell. Modifies tax exemptions for health insurance
             premiums; eligible taxpayers shall recieve an exemption from
             taxable income of one hundred percent of any health insurance
             premiums paid by employers or individuals.
 

   HB 1532   By Blackwell. Prohibits school districts from joining
             interscholastic activity associations that charge membership
             fees; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1533   By Blackwell. Modifies date for any statewide association
             granted a payroll deduction; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1534   By Blackwell. Removes tire recycling fees based on rim size;
             sets minimum fee at $2.50; allows Department of Enviornmental
             Quality to adjust fee based on the Consumer Price Index;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1535   By Blackwell. Repeals sections of law related to state
             government.
 

   HB 1536   By Blackwell. Removes the limit on discounts or credits for
             trade-in vehicles as prescribed by the Oklahoma Tax
             Commission; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1537   By Morrissette. A new law creating the 'Oklahoma Public
             Campaign Finance Act' which improves the integrity of
             Oklahoma state government by diminishing the influence of
             special interest money and encourages citizen participation
             during elections.
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   HB 1538   By Morrissette. Requires that children who attend a day care
             facility must be vaccinated against pneumococcal disease;
             Creates a new law that requires day care centers to provide
             information concerning meningococcal and pneumococcal
             disease.
 

   HB 1539   By Morrissette. Allows an employee the right to choose the
             treating physician when seeking medical attention on a
             workers' compensation plan.
 

   HB 1540   By Morrissette. A new law that Creates the 'Oklahoma Veterans
             Advisory Council Act'; Provides the purpose of the Oklahoma
             Veterans Advisory Council; Establishes requirements for
             Council members.
 

   HB 1541   By Murphey. Consolidates various state agencies; Creates the
             Oklahoma Department of Natural Resources for the State of
             Oklahoma; Improves Native American relations; Creates the
             Scenic River Advisory Council; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1542   By Cockroft. Requires individuals that have been convicted of
             a DUI/DWI seeking to renew a driver license will be required
             to have 'DUI/DWI Offender' or 'Repeat DUI/DWI Offender'
             printed on their license
 

   HB 1543   By Cockroft. A new law that creates the 'Taxpayer Relief Act
             of 2011'; Modifies tax rates applicable to certain income
             amounts.
 

   HB 1544   By Cockroft. Changes election dates for members of the board
             of education; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1545   By Cockroft. A new law that would grant full-time active duty
             members of the Armed Forces and their spouse and children
             eligible for in-state status when seeking higher education
             regardless of residency; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1546   By Cockroft. Allows students to receive elective credits for
             participating and completing one or more individual community
             service activities; defines individual community service
             activities; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1547   By Cockroft. Disallows the assessment and collection of fees
             for fingerprint and photograph costs from Concealed Carry
             License Applicants.
 

   HB 1548   By Kern. Creates the Abortion Patients' Enhanced Safety Act;
             requires abortion clinics to obtain an Ambulatory Surgical
             Center License and be subject to all regulations; allows
             sponsors of this bill to intervene in challenges of this act.
 

   HB 1549   By Kern. Allows victims of child pornography to bring civil
             action against the producer, promoter, or intentional
             possessor of such child pornography within three years of
             either the victim turning 18 or from the conclusion of the
             related case.
 

   HB 1550   By Kern. Requires third grade students to attend a summer
             academy reading program or be retained for another year if
             the student is not reading at grade level by the end of the
             school year; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1551   By Kern. Creates the Scientific Education and Academic
             Freedom Act; disallows the penalization of a student because
             the student may subscribe to a particular position on
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             scientific theories; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1552   By Kern. Prohibits the use of any law, rule, legal code, or
             system of a jurisdiction outside of any state or territory of
             the U.S. in any court, arbitration, tribunal or
             administrative agency ruling.
 

   HB 1553   By Kern. Allows concealed carry license holders to carry in a
             structure owned or leased by a city, town, county or state,
             professional sporting event, or pari-mutuel wagering
             location; allows license holders to bypass security
             checkpoints.
 

   HB 1554   By Kern. Provides the elderly and disabled access to
             information regarding all aspects of a long-term care support
             system to help plan, evaluate, and make decisions to meet
             their individual long-term care support needs.
 

   HB 1555   By Jordan. Creates specialized veteran treatment courts to
             meet the specialized problems faced by veteran and service
             member defendants; directs judicial district courts to
             establish said courts; gives grounds for admission to said
             court; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1556   By Jordan. Makes altering or destroying a certain public
             record a punishable offense; makes using an unauthorized pass
             a punishable offense.
 

   HB 1557   By Jordan. Creates the "Military Custody and Visitation Act";
             outlines visitation for parents who are deployed for military
             service.
 

   HB 1558   By Jordan. Extends duration of deductable tax income for
             members of Armed Forces; Removes non-applicable
             contingencies.
 

   HB 1559   By Jordan. Removes exepmtion for attorney-client priviledge
             that involves a public officer or agency and its attorney.
 

   HB 1560   By Jordan. Requires sales tax report to be available to the
             public within ten days of being completed.
 

   HB 1561   By Jordan. Provides gender neutral language relating to
             criminal procedure.
 

   HB 1562   By Jordan. Creates the "Property Rights Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1563   By Jordan. Creates gender neutral language relating to torts.
 

   HB 1564   By Jordan. Creates "Airspace Severance Restriction Act";
             clarifies language involving the memorandum of easement in
             this title; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1565   By Jordan. Creates the "Oklahoma School Bonds Expenditure
             Clarification Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1566   By Jordan. Modifies the Teachers' Retirement System of
             Oklahoma and the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System;
             authorizes suspension of insurance coverage for retiree
             health care insurance; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1567   By Jordan. Provides provisions for determination of a child's
             intelligence preference to testify in court; modifies court
             procedures for custody and visitation rights.
 

   HB 1568   By Jordan. Modifies court expert requirements.
 

   HB 1569   By Jorday. Modifies requirements relating to automatic
             temporary injunctions in divorce proceedings; requires
             explanation for failure to produce certain information;
             specifies penalties and continuing duties.
 

   HB 1570   By Jordan. Clarifies language for the term joint custody;
             Specifies that joint custody shall be presumed in certain
             circumstances.
 

   HB 1571   By Vaughan. Provides that all persons are created free and
             have inalienable rights relating to public health and safety;
             Adds the definition of person.
 

   HB 1572   By Vaughan. Provides tax credit based on the pregnancy of the
             taxpayer that reaches twenty-four weeks.
 

   HB 1573   By Martin. Creates the Nuclear Energy Act of 2011; provides
             requirements, limitation, jurisdiction, and qualification
             standards; removes prohibition from owning interest in
             nuclear power plants.
 

   HB 1574   By Martin. Modifies the Administrative Procedures Act;
             requires legislative approval of certain administrative
             rules; provides suggestions relating to state statutes and
             reports.
 

   HB 1575   By Martin. Allows the use of certain amount of gray water for
             certain purposes without a permit; lists conditions for water
             quality standards and regulations.
 

   HB 1576   By Martin. Within ten days of a hearing, arbitrators shall
             issue a written opinion containing findings and
             recommendations in relation to the issues presented;
             Corporate authorities are authorized to adopt the majority
             opinion of the arbitrator.
 

   HB 1577   By Martin. Discusses the appointment regulations pertaining
             to the Public Employees Relations Board; Modifies membership
             requirements.
 

   HB 1578   By Martin. Requires all elementary school districts to submit
             a consolidation plan, if any school district does not
             voluntarily submit a consolidation plan it will become
             mandatorily consolidated with another school district;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1579   By Martin. Creates the Task Force on Healthier Neighborhood
             Living; Discusses board membership, eligibility requirements,
             and recommendation deadlines; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1580   By Martin. Requires that the Oklahoma Conservation Commission
             takes steps to consolidate two or more districts under the
             Conservation District Act resulting in 22 districts;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1581   By Martin. Clarifies language in relation to the Oklahoma Tax
             Commission; The language now authorizes and empowers instead
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             of requiring the commission to enter contractual agreements;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1582   By Martin. Eliminates certain certification requirements
             approved by the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation
             such as early childhood, elementary,and special education;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1583   By Martin. Establishes the Oklahoma Veterans Honor Medal
             awarded by the Oklahoma Department of Veterans Affairs.
 

   HB 1584   By Martin. Extends the fiscal years that the State Treasurer
             will credit the Teachers' Retirement System Dedicated Revenue
             Revolving Fund; Allows individuals enrolled in Medicare Part
             A or B to directly receive payment; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1585   By Thomsen. Updates the school year mentioned in the bill in
             relation to mastery of state academic content standards;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1586   By Thomsen. Adds a student-athlete agreement that authorizes
             a person to assess and plan the financial situation of a
             student athlete in relation to a professional-sports-services
             contract; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1587   By Thomsen. Requires the State Board of Education to develop
             and construct each criterion-referenced test to be completed
             in no more than 60 minutes; focuses on mathematics and
             reading; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1588   By Thomsen. Modifies exemptions relating to the Alarm and
             Locksmith Industry Act; Adds a list of network administrator
             activities.
 

   HB 1589   By Thomsen. Specifies the act as the Oklahoma Groundwater
             Law; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1590   By Thomsen. Establishes the amount for room and board at the
             Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics.
 

   HB 1591   By Thomsen. Specifies the bill as the "Oklahoma Centralized
             Support Registry Act".
 

   HB 1592   By Thomsen. Creates the "Oklahoma Tax Amendments Act."
 

   HB 1593   By Martin. Repeals Sections 1-21 of the Oklahoma Municipal
             Employee Collective Bargaining Act.
 

   HB 1594   By Martin. Provides definitions for terms relating to
             property; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1595   By Martin. Clarifies entities that are eligible to recieve
             revenue from the 911 fee; changes calculation of the revenue
             distribution; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1596   By Martin. Broadens acceptable documentation of legal
             residency for vehicle owners.
 

   HB 1597   By Martin. Makes actions that do bodily harm to a security
             guard or private investigator a punishable offense.
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   HB 1598   By Martin. Removes liability for certain real estate
             infomation.
 

   HB 1599   By Martin. Repeals sections of law relating to revenue and
             taxation.
 

   HB 1600   By Martin. Makes language gender neutral that relates to
             counties and county officers.
 

   HB 1601   By Stiles. Modifies the definition of "state agencies" to
             exclude the J.D. McCarty Center for Children with
             Developmental Disabilities; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1602   By Stiles. Act is modified to include direct or nursing care
             eligible for compensation at the employee's regular rate of
             pay for the amount of excess leave the employee is unable to
             use.
 

   HB 1603   By Stiles. Directs court to provide for custody of child when
             parent has been deployed; creates "Military Custody and
             Visitation Act"; defines relevant terms.
 

   HB 1604   By Stiles. Modifies guidelines for seizing property; provides
             exceptions to the rule; removes monetary limitations for
             revolving funds; statutory reference updated.
 

   HB 1605   By Stiles. Mandates the presence of specific documents;
             requires written explanation for failing to produce such
             needed documents.
 

   HB 1606   By Stiles.  Modifies child custody so that joint custody is
             assumed in certain circumstances.
 

   HB 1607   By Stiles. Modifies the way court procedures are carried out
             concerning custody and visitation with the child's parents.
 

   HB 1608   By Stiles. Creates the "School District Reorganization Act";
             defines relevant terms; provides an effective date;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1609   By Casey. Modifies the definition of "participating employer"
             to include other state departments; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1610   By Reynolds. Creates the "Higher Education Faculty
             Accountability Act"; requires The Oklahoma State System of
             Higher Education implement a policy that requires every
             full-time faculty member maintain a minimum of 20 teaching
             hours per week.
 

   HB 1611   By Reynolds. Creates "Code of Judicial Conduct"; outlines
             standards and duties for judicial conduct.
 

   HB 1612   By Banz. Allows for funds to be appropriated to the Common
             Education Lottery Revolving Fund; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1613   By Banz. Allows for the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement
             Authority to approve and facilitate the relocation of the
             Department for Veterans Affairs.
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   HB 1614   By Banz. Allows for the Presidential Preferential Primary in
             March instead of February.
 

   HB 1615   By Banz. Modifies dates for primary and special elections;
             modifies filing dates for candidates and formation of
             political parties; changes guidelines for absentee ballots.
 

   HB 1616   By Banz. Allows for protection of the Lieutenant Governor
             when they are acting as the Governor.
 

   HB 1617   By Banz. Allows for an increase in benefits paid for the
             death of a retired member of the Oklahoma Teachers'
             Retirement System on an incremental basis.
 

   HB 1618   By Banz. Limits the amount of funding from OHLAP for remedial
             courses; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1619   By Banz. Allows for prior service credit, up to five years,
             for military service for any current member of the Oklahoma
             Public Employees Retirement System hired after 2000;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1620   By Banz. Defines "normal retirement age"; allows for
             retirement with no benefit reduction after 30 years of
             service for members of the Teachers' Retirement System of
             Oklahoma; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1621   By Banz. Modifies the minimum period of required
             participation in relation to the Teachers' Retirement System
             of Oklahoma; Five years is the new minumum; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1622   By Banz. Provides a special license plate in support of
             Pancreatic Cancer Research; Creates a Pancreatic Cancer
             Research License Plate Revolving Fund.
 

   HB 1623   By Brown. Extends general sales tax exemptions to include
             surviving spouses of certain veterans; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1624   By Brown. Establishes "Nick's Law"; Requires any individual
             or group health benefit plan to provide coverage for the
             treatment of an autistic disorder.
 

   HB 1625   By Brown. Creates the "Buy Oklahoma First Act of 2011";
             Allows vendors to retain three percent of the tax due for
             goods made in Oklahoma; Creates the Buy Oklahoma First
             College Scholarship Revolving Fund; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1626   By Brown. Permits any state agency, board, department,
             commission, or institution to share completed Oklahoma
             criminal history record results of employees or employment
             applicants under specific circumstances.
 

   HB 1627   By Brown. Refers to the Sex Offenders Registration Act and
             the Mary Rippy Violent Crime Offenders Registration Act;
             Prevents sex offenders from engaging in specific employment
             options; Defines employment restrictions.
 

   HB 1628   By Brown. Creates the Lottery Winnings Education Support
             Revolving Fund.
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   HB 1629   By Brown. Clarifies language replacing "Oklahoma" with "the
             state" in relation to waters and water rights.
 

   HB 1630   By Brown. Creates the "Green Quality Jobs Act of 2011"; Net
             benefit rates are set equal to 5 percent for specific
             industries; Provides for specialized gross direct payroll
             requirements; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1631   By Brown. Creates the Oklahoma Clean Energy Finance Program
             Act; Establishes oversight, explains duties, establishes the
             Clean Energy Program Fund, and explains the method of
             interest computation; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1632   By Brown. Establishes the "Oklahoma School Bus Alternative
             Fuels Conservation Grant Program"; The Oklahoma Department of
             Commerce shall award grants to school districts for
             converting school buses to operate on alternative fuel;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1633   By Brown. Prohibits the use of any electronic communication
             device while operating a motor vehicle within a school zone
             unless the vehicle is stopped or is a hands-free device.
 

   HB 1634   By Ortega. Lowers the annual fee required for a coin-operated
             vending device or coin-operated music device from 150 dollars
             to 75 dollars; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1635   By Ortega. Reduces the winemaking self-distribution license
             fee from $750 to $250; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1636   By Ortega. Allows a person that has an agricultural exemption
             to apply the exemption to certain food items; limits the
             amount of the exemptions in one day;EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1637   By Ortega. Clarifies language regarding arrest warrants by
             cities and towns.
 

   HB 1638   By Ortega. Allows for the Department of Mental Health and
             Substance Abuse Services to enter into contract with
             registered nurses, pharmacists, or other licensed mental
             health professional; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1639   By Ortega. Clarifies language related to water and water
             rights.
 

   HB 1640   By Ritze. Removes requirements relating to sales tax
             exemption for sales of precious metals; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1641   By Ritze. Outlines regulations and requirements relating to
             property acquisition by eminent domain.
 

   HB 1642   By Ritze. Requires doctors who perform abortions to have
             privileges at a hospital located within 30 miles of the
             location at which the abortion is performed or induced.
 

   HB 1643   By Ritze. Moves election dates to November; disallows
             elections to be held on dates other than the first Tuesday
             succeeding the first Monday in November; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1644   BY Ritze. Allows doctors to prescribe controlled substances
             without a federal license.
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   HB 1645   By Ritze. Creates the Oklahoma Firearms Freedom Act; outlines
             conditions for firearms made and kept in Oklahoma; defines
             terms used in the act.
 

   HB 1646   By Ritze. Creates "Oklahoma Enumerated Powers Act"; allows
             the Legislature to have constitutional authority.
 

   HB 1647   By Bennett. Allows military personnel to gain a lifetime
             concealed handgun license; clarifies language relating to
             concealed carry licenses.
 

   HB 1648   By Newell. Removes provision that allows participants of the
             Oklahoma Teachers' Retirement System who are absent from
             teaching while serving an officer of an education association
             to continue participating in the System.
 

   HB 1649   By Quinn. Includes unclassified employee positions to the
             Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation; removes program
             resource unit, computer information unit, and administrative
             support unit from the Bureau.
 

   HB 1650   By Quinn. Provides penalty for failure to submit reports
             relating to appropriated funds; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1651   By Enns. Prohibits schools from making payroll deductions for
             either professional organization dues or political
             contributions on behalf of a school district employee.
 

   HB 1652   By Enns. Allows concealed carry license holders to carry a
             concealed handgun on technology center school property.
 

   HB 1653   By Enns. Allows a handgun on school property when transported
             in a vehicle by a person who is licensed by the Oklahoma
             Self-Defense Act if the vehicle is driven onto school
             property to drop a student off and does not remain on school
             grounds.
 

   HB 1654   By Enns. Directs each school district board of education to
             adopt a grading policy for all students requiring a teacher
             to assign a grade that reflects the relative mastery of
             assignment; allows for makeup work; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1655   By Enns. Directs the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to study
             and recommend coverage for prosthetic and orthotic devices
             for Medicaid-eligible individuals.
 

   HB 1656   By Enns. Allows deputy chiefs of police to become a member of
             the Oklahoma Police Pension and Retirement System; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1657   By Enns. Creates a tax exemption for photography services
             which are attributable to sitting fees; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1658   By Enns. Defines "certified chiropractic assistant" as an
             unlicensed member of a chiropractic physician's team of
             healthcare workers who may assist in chiropractic care;
             directs the Board of Chiropractic Examiners to promulgate
             rules.
 

   HB 1659   By Enns. Removes provision allowing exceptions for illegal
             residents to obtain any postsecondary education benefit;
             EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1660   By Enns. Allows a school district employee to obtain, share,
             and maintain information regarding the immigration status of
             a student.
 

   HB 1661   By Enns. Creates the "Sales Tax Exemption Reform Act".
 

   HB 1662   By Osborn. Sets November 1, 2011 as the date which
             differentiates the amount of time needed to be considered
             fully vested in an Oklahoma Public Retirement System.
 

   HB 1663   By Osborn. Requires applicants for OHLAP to first submit an
             application for federal financial aid; requires OHLAP
             participants to file each year while on program; lowers
             combined salary limit of parents to $75,000; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1664   By Osborn. Removes provision requiring constitutional
             amendment questions to be dictated at an eighth grade reading
             level; removes all Attorney General actions in regard to
             State Questions.
 

   HB 1665   By Osborn. Removes provision requiring all state agencies to
             allocate 1.5 percent of all capital projects to the Oklahoma
             Historical Society for the purpose of funding the Oklahoma
             Art in Public Places Act for fiscal years 2012, 2013, & 2014;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1666   By Osborn. Mandates that the cost of signs naming highways
             and bridges shall be paid by the group sponsoring or
             requesting the sign; the Department of Transportation shall
             be in charge of collecting the cost of signs; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1667   By Osborn. Requests the transfer of the Will Rogers Memorial
             and Homesite to the OK Historical Society; calls for transfer
             of the J.M. Davis Gun Collection and J.M. Davis Arms and
             Historical Museum to the OK Historical Society; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1668   By Osborn. Makes an appropriation to the Oklahoma Arts
             Council; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1669   By Osborn. Modifies the definition of "dilapidated building"
             to include a structure which has been boarded and secured for
             more than 18 consecutive months.
 

   HB 1670   By Sanders. Establishes the "Five-Year Manufacturing
             Exemption Technical Amendments Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1671   By Billy. Declares the bridge crossing the Washita River at
             State Hwy. 74 north of Maysville designated the "Samuel R.
             Henderson Memorial Bridge"; the Department of Transportation
             shall place markers with the name; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1672   By Billy. When a judge of a drug court enters a stay against
             an order by the DPS suspending or revoking driving
             privilages, the time period is allowed to run during the
             stay.
 

   HB 1673   By Billy. Inmate capacity requirement for certain private
             prison contracts is deleted.
 

   HB 1674   By Billy. States that the Oklahoma State Bureau of
             Investigation has the power to obtain "products and services
             that are on a mandatory statewide procurement contract from
             other sources".
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   HB 1675   By Billy. Monetary balance limitations for the Attorney
             General's Evidence Fund is deleted from the Act.
 

   HB 1676   By Billy. Modifies exception to radiation safety rules for
             law enforcement agencies; modifies salary schedule
             provisions; DPS required to make certain forms available to
             the public; guidelines for state-owned vehicles; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1677   By Billy. Authorizes the Oklahoma Capitol Improvement
             Authority to issue obligations for the Native American
             cultural center and museum for the Native American Cultural
             and Educational Authority; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1678   By Billy. Authorizes the Department of Central Services to
             make capital improvements on the campus of the Southern
             Oklahoma Resource Center in Pauls Valley; improvements to be
             done are listed; effective date provided; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1679   By Quinn. Modifies statutory reference; states that compliant
             funeral providers not need pay for examinations; specifies
             that noncompliant funeral service providers shall pay for
             examinations.
 

   HB 1680   By Quinn. Clarifies that school disrticts shall report the
             student's performance levels on the end-of-instruction tests.
 

   HB 1681   By Quinn. Changes the language from "a person" to "an
             individual".
 

   HB 1682   By Quinn. A new law creating the 'Oklahoma Transportation
             Amendments Act of 2011'.
 

   HB 1683   By Cooksey. An Act relating to waters and water rights;
             Updates statuary language; Creates a new law requiring that
             rural districts, when applying for a loan from the USDA, to
             mail a notice prior to the district accepting the loan;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1684   By Newell. An act relating to the 'Oklahoma Early
             Intervention Act'; Authorizes the State Board of Health to
             promulgate rules establishing a schedule of family cost
             participation fees for early intervention services and create
             programs to collect fees.
 

   HB 1685   By Peterson. Requires that a quarterly report of the road and
             bridge projects may be prepared and kept electronically by
             the consuming department.
 

   HB 1686   By Morrissette. A new law creating the 'Eastern Flyer
             Passenger Rail Development Task Force'; The purpose of the
             task force is to study and develop a comprehensive plan for
             expanding conventional rail service from Tulsa to OKC;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1687   By Derby. An Act requiring cities and towns to provide a
             minimum of one parking space that is reserved for physically
             disabled wheelchair users; Parking spaces must have a sign
             that say 'Wheelchair User Only'.
 

   HB 1688   By Russ. A new law that would require any contract between a
             minor and a union to be valid only if the parent or legal
             guardian of the minor signs the contract.
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   HB 1689   By Russ. A new law allowing the mortgagee of abandoned
             property to write a request to the Sheriff to determine
             whether the property is abandoned; If the Sheriff determines
             the property is abandoned then the mortgagee may secure the
             property.
 

   HB 1690   By Russ. Allows persons who have been convicted of a felony
             in any court of this state, other states, or the US and has
             received a full and complete pardon and has not been
             convicted of any other felony charges to have the right to
             possess weapons.
 

   HB 1691   By Russ. Designates bridge three miles west of Sentinel on
             State Highway 55 to bto be called the 'USAF Maj. Aubrey
             Eugene Stowers, Jr. Memorial Bridge'; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1692   By Russ. Creates the County and Municipal Government Act of
             2011.
 

   HB 1693   By Russ. Creates the Agriculture Motor Vehicle Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1694   By Russ. Modifies Title 52 to read 'this title' refering to
             Corporation Commission.
 

   HB 1695   By Russ. Authorizes volunteer fire fighters to equip private
             vehicles with flashing red and white lights subject to
             authorization of the local fire chief; adds an exception to
             prohibition of flashing red lights.
 

   HB 1696   By Russ. Modifies language to cite title as Oklahoma Banking
             Act.
 

   HB 1697   By Russ. Creates the Oklahoma Agriculture Act.
 

   HB 1698   By Russ. Creates Oklahoma Corrections Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1699   By Dank. Provides a deduction for an individual tax payer
             over the age of sixty-five for certain capital gains; defines
             qualifying gains recieving capital treatment.
 

   HB 1700   By Dank. Creates the Clean Campaign Act; defines election
             cycle; modifies contributions to political action committees;
             limits amount individuals and families can contribute to
             candidates; limits how candidates can spend contributions.
 

   HB 1701   By Newell. Creates the Oklahoma Tax Modification Act.
 

   HB 1702   By Denney. Creates the DNA Collection, Storage and Analysis
             Task Force; states appointment requirements of chair;
             requirements for organizational meetings and methods of
             legislative members; requires a final written report.
 

   HB 1703   By Denney. Provides the term of three years to the lay of
             citizen appointed to the State Textbook Committee.
 

   HB 1704   By Denney. Approves private companies to run a national
             criminal record check; requires the Board of Education to
             request national criminal record check from approved private
             company or State DOE for any school employee applicant;
             EMERGENCY
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   HB 1705   By Hilliard. Modifies the Oklahoma Teacher Preparation Act;
             provides new standards for alternative certification for a
             superintendent of a technology center school district.
 

   HB 1706   By Hilliard. Modifies general sales tax exemptions levied by
             the Oklahoma Sales Tax Code; provides exemption and requires
             prescriptions for hearing aids; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1707   By Hilliard. Modifies transportation provisions relating to
             turnpikes; exempts school buses from paying tolls; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1708   By Hilliard. Requires license to transport aquatic species
             into the state for sale.
 

   HB 1709   By Hilliard. Requires reimbursement agreements with the
             Administrative Director of the Courts before a county
             provides utility services for a county courthouse.
 

   HB 1710   By Hilliard. Modifies the calculation of the Foundation
             Program Income; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1711   By Hilliard. Creates the Ad Valorem Reimbursement Fund
             Technical Amendments Act of 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1712   By Hilliard. Clarifies language in reference to Oklahoma
             Supreme Court Judges.
 

   HB 1713   By Hilliard. Clarifies language to read Section 858-700
             through 858-732 in reference to the Oklahoma Certified Real
             Estate Appraisers Act.
 

   HB 1714   By Kern. Removes requirement for the State Board of Education
             to adopt the K-12 Common Core State Standards; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1715   By Peterson. Defines terms relating to the Social Worker's
             Licensing Act; adds national criminal history record check to
             application; limits independent social work practice.
 

   HB 1716   By Peterson. Authorizes Oklahoma Tax Commission to issue
             special license plates for Pancreatic Cancer Research; part
             of the money will go to the University of Oklahoma
             Foundation, Pancreatic Research Fund.
 

   HB 1717   By Peterson. Modifies act to be known as Uniform Child
             Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act in regards to
             marriage and family.
 

   HB 1718   By Stiles. Allows a a person dissatisfied with a gist
             statement to appeal to the Supreme Court within five days of
             the statements filing; makes it unlawful for any person to
             engage in petition blocking.
 

   HB 1719   By Stiles. Clarifies language regarding the Oklahoma
             Department of Veteran Affairs in reference to limitations
             upon certain guardianships.
 

   HB 1720   By Stiles. Modifies language relating to the representation
             of the state in court proceedings provided for in the Mental
             Health Law.
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   HB 1721   By Stiles. Creates the "State Agency Consolidation Act of
             2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

 

                               ** No Caption Entered **
 

   HB 1723   By Fourkiller. Expands access of confidentiality to tax
             records by adding Alcoholic Beverage Laws Enforcement
             Commission.
 

   HB 1724   By Fourkiller. Extends the current teachers in the public
             schools of Oklahoma salaries through the 2010-2011 school
             years; modifies new amounts beginning with the 2011-2012
             school years; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1725   By Fourkiller. Updates expired dates in relation to
             expenditures that may be claimed for credit; specifies
             percentages; replaces "solar" with "photovoltaic" in relation
             to renewable energy technologies.
 

   HB 1726   By Fourkiller. Includes elementary school activities in
             relation to Volunteer Professional Services Immunity Act.
 

   HB 1727   By Fourkiller. Creates the "State Taxation Act."
 

   HB 1728   By Fourkiller. Specifies that "the" instead of "such" written
             report shall be made and mailed to the district
             superintendent of schools and the board of education within
             30 days of an inspection.
 

   HB 1729   By Fourkiller. Creates the "Oklahoma Motor Vehicle Act of
             2011."
 

   HB 1730   By Fourkiller. Specifies "the Wildlife Conservation" as the
             Code shall in relation to game and fish.
 

   HB 1731   By Hall. Requires the district board of education to
             implement the options requested by at least 1/2 of the
             parents or legal guardians of students attending the school
             if the school has identified a need for school improvement
             for 4 years.
 

   HB 1732   By Hall. Allows students participating in released time
             religious instruction to not be penalized for their absence
             from class; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1733   By Hall. Creates the "Oklahoma Concealed Carry Act 2011."
 

   HB 1734   By Hall. Prohibits assessment from becoming applicable on
             certain years based on the comparison of revenue estimates
             provided to the Legislature by the State Board of
             Equalization in relation to the Oklahoma Art in Public Places
             Act; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1735   By Hall. Modifies which sections are referred to as the
             "Teacher Due Process Act."
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   HB 1736   By peterson. Gives commissioned employees of the Department
             of Human Services the right to investigate Medicaid
             eligibility fraud; authorizes Inspector General's Office to
             investigate fraud; prohibits actions; establishes penalties.
 

   HB 1737   By Moore. Modifies language regarding the State and Education
             Employees Group Insurance Act; removes certain benefit
             uniformity requirements; removes certain premium uniformity
             requirements; modifies language affecting OK State Employees
             Benefits Act.
 

   HB 1738   By Moore. Says state employee benefit plans beginning January
             1, 2012, shall not be changed in benefit allowance for three
             (3) consecutive years; authorizes Legislature to determine
             benefit allowance after three (3) years; specifies
             eligibility.
 

   HB 1739   By Moore. Specifies sections pertaining to the "State
             Employees Flexible Benefits Act."
 

   HB 1740   By Wright. Lowers the fee for owning a coin-operated music,
             amusement, or vending device; lowers the fee for making such
             devices available to customers; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1741   By Wright. Establishes the "Oklahoma Intoxicating Liquors
             Reform Act."
 

   HB 1742   By Inman. Gives a tax credit to the employers of the spouses
             of certain military personnel, who, when their spouse is
             deployed, voluntarily terminate their job.
 

   HB 1743   By Johnson. Empowers the Corporation Commission to supervise,
             govern and control wrecker fees, tariffs, and rates for
             transporting and storing vehicles removed in a nonconsent
             tow; empowers the Commission to set the fees and charges;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1744   By Nelson. Allows students with disabilities to potentially
             attend private state schools on scholarship; exempts the
             children of military personnel from certain requirements;
             sets requirements for schools and recipients; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1745   By Nelson. Sets requirements for underperforming schools'
             rehabilitation; gives procedures for parents of students in
             such schools to respond; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1746   By Nelson. Requires at least sixty-five percent (65%) of
             school districts' total yearly spending to fund direct
             instructional activites in district; requires State Board of
             Education to set manner for calculating amound expended;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1747   By Nelson. Creates the OK Special Education Scholarship Act;
             provides for credit specified against income tax liability;
             specifies credit amount; provides conditions under which
             credit will not be allowed; requires Tax Comm. to maintain
             list.
 

   HB 1748   By Nelson. Clarifies language regarding the "Oklahoma
             Adoption Code".
 

   HB 1749   By Nelson. Requires some married couples with a minor child
             who are seeking a divorce to attend an educational program
             concerning the impact of divorce on children.
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   HB 1750   By Nelson. Prohibits public employees with licensing
             authority from coercing applicants or credential holders into
             giving to a person, organization or party; restricts public
             employees from retaliating when holders express views;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1751   By Nelson. Creates the Low-income Housing Remodeling Tax
             Incentive Act of 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1752   By Nelson. Clarifies language related to the state capitol
             and building.
 

   HB 1753   By Nelson. Creates the "Missing Persons Alert Act".
 

   HB 1754   By Nelson. Removes provison that holds driver of emergency
             vehicle responsible for consequences of reckless driving.
 

   HB 1755   By Nelson. Creates the Sepcial Education Cooperative Task
             Force; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1756   By Nelson. Clarifies language relating to the Lindsey Nicole
             Henry Scholarships For Students with Disabilites Program.
 

   HB 1757   By Nelson. Requires alcohol content of beer to appear on the
             label.
 

   HB 1758   By Nelson. Clarifies language relating to the "Group Homes
             for Persons with Developmental or Physical Disabilites Act".
 

   HB 1759   By Nelson. Clarifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
             Children's Code".
 

   HB 1760   By Nelson. Clarifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
             Centralized Support Registry Act".
 

   HB 1761   By Nelson. Creates the "Motor Vehicle Records Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1762   By Nelson. Creates the "Oklahoma New Development Fee Act".
 

   HB 1763   By Nelson. Creates the "Oklahoma Crimes and Punishments Act
             of 2011".
 

   HB 1764   By Nelson. Creates the "Ad Velorum Tax Code Technical
             Amendments Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1765   By Nelson. Creates the "Oklahoma Criminal Procedure Act of
             2011".
 

   HB 1766   By Nelson. Clarifies language relating to water and water
             rights.
 

   HB 1767   By Nelson. Creates the "Public Health and Safety Act of
             2011".
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   HB 1768   By Nelson. Creates the Oklahoma Crimes and Punishment Act of
             2011.
 

   HB 1769   By Nelson. Creates the "Firearm Policy Improvement Act".
 

   HB 1770   By Nelson. Creates the "Agency Accountability Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1771   By Nelson. Creates the "Oklahoma Tax Modification Act".
 

   HB 1772   By Nelson. Creates the "Outsourcing of Public Relations
             Services Act".
 

   HB 1773   By Nelson. Requires citation to any federal or state law or
             ruling at the beginning of each rule.
 

   HB 1774   By Roberts. Limits noneconomic damages awardable to $250,000
             relating to health care lawsuits.
 

   HB 1775   By Roberts. Provides exemption for food products intended for
             human consumption; suspends provisions between the fourth
             Thursday in November to December 26 except for petroleum,
             oil, gasoline, and pharmaceuticals.
 

   HB 1776   By Roberts, Sean. Requires all candidates allowed to receive
             the maximum contribution of $5,000 to file a contribution
             report with the Ethics Commission either on paper or
             electronically; directs the Ethics Commission to make
             available online.
 

   HB 1777   By Roberts, Sean. Creates the Physical Therapy Practice Act;
             defines physical therapy as care and services provided by or
             under the direction and supervision of a licensed physical
             therapist.
 

   HB 1778   By Roberts, Sean. Allows state agencies to allocate 1.5
             percent of capital bond projects to the Oklahoma Historical
             Society at the discretion of the giving agency; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1779   By Roberts, Sean. Creates the Tax Collection Program of 2011;
             authorizes the Oklahoma Tax Commission to establish a tax
             collection program for eligible taxes; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1780   By Roberts, Sean. Removes four most senior judges from the
             Workers' Compensation Court; dictates system of appointing
             judges; allows any employer to obtain workers' compensation
             insurance.
 

   HB 1781   By Roberts. Enacts the Oklahoma Tax Reform Act of 2011;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1782   By Roberts. Requires legislative approval of certain
             administrative rules relating to the Administrative
             Procedures Act; provides procedures for legislative review.
 

   HB 1783   By Roberts. Enacts the Entrepreneurship Center Act;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1784   By Roberts. Enacts the Transportation Reform Act.
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   HB 1785   By Roberts. Creates the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1786   By Roberts. Enacts the Oklahoma Budgetary Process Amendments
             Act of 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1787   By Roberts. Creates the Property Rights Reform Act.
 

   HB 1788   By Roberts. Creates the Second Amendment Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1789   By Roberts. Clarifies language for the Teacher Due Process
             Act of 1990.
 

   HB 1790   By Roberts. Modifies Taxpayer Transparency Act; requires
             expense reports to be placed on departmental websites;
             prohibits certain officials from authorizing raises during
             certain time periods.
 

   HB 1791   By Roberts. Modifies the Oklahoma Children's Code.
 

   HB 1792   By Roberts. Creates the Oklahoma Public Safety Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1793   By Roberts. Enacts the Hospital Services Act.
 

   HB 1794   By Roberts. Modifies the Oklahoma Public Health Code.
 

   HB 1795   By Roberts. Allows for the creation of cooperative
             organizations for certain insurance purposes; requires
             promulgation of rules.
 

   HB 1796   By Tibbs. Allows for an unconcealed handgun license;
             "unconcealed" means a pistol carried in a place that is
             wholly or partially visible; updates references to allow for
             unconcealed carry.
 

   HB 1797   By Tibbs. Adds operating a motor vehicle while using a cell
             phone to write, send, or read a text message while the
             vehicle is in motion to the list of serious traffic offenses.
 

   HB 1798   by Tibbs. It is unlawful for any person to create any
             dangerous substance by cooking, burning, extracting, or
             converting marijuana into any hashish-like substance.
 

   HB 1799   By Tibbs. The Department of Corrections can establish a
             master lease program to finance the acquisition of personal
             property; sets minimum at $50,000 and maximum at $250,000;
             the amount of transactions will not exceed $5 million.
 

   HB 1800   By Tibbs. Allows the release of information from the OSBI for
             the purpose of advising crime victims or families of homicide
             victims regarding pending investigations; expands definitions
             for terms related to toxicology accreditation.
 

   HB 1801   By Tibbs. A new law creating the 'Oklahoma Sentencing for
             Drug Crimes Act' which provides punishment for persons
             convicted of drug offenses; Classifies felonies and modifies
             penalties.
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   HB 1802   By Tibbs. Authorizes the use of an electronic monitoring
             device of inmates; Allows the Sheriff to contract for
             electronic monitoring services; Provides a rate of
             reimbursement for inmates on electronic supervision.
 

   HB 1803   By Tibbs. Adds that upon completion of two biennial county
             audits, a county may hire an independent auditing firm to
             perform a third biennial audit, rather than being audited by
             the State Auditor and Inspector.
 

   HB 1804   By Tibbs. Adds that local law enforcement authority can
             include tribal police.
 

   HB 1805   By Tibbs. Authorizes school districts to charge students who
             are not lawfully present in the US a fee for enrollment in
             courses, activities, or materials; defines "lawfully
             present"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1806   By Tibbs. A new law that requires the court clerk to report
             each month to the secretary of the county election board the
             names of any persons summoned for jury duty that have been
             determined to be ineligible to serve as jurors.
 

   HB 1807   By Tibbs. Changes the language from "such" to "the" as it
             relates to the Board of County Commissioners.
 

   HB 1808   By Tibbs. Clarifies language regarding the "Oklahoma Online
             Bidding Act".
 

   HB 1809   By Tibbs. Creates the "Oklahoma Criminal Procedure Act of
             2011."
 

   HB 1810   By Shannon. Reduces annual fee for coin-operated music and
             amusement devices to $50 per annum; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1811   By Shannon. Modifies effective date regarding civil court
             procedures.
 

   HB 1812   By Shannon. Raises threshold for competitive bidding to
             $100,000 for right-of-way clearance; projects under $100,000
             will not be considered public; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1813   By Shannon. Repeals section relating to maintanence of
             streets, roads, and state-owned parking lots on Capitol
             grounds; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1814   By Shannon. Expands responsibility of special maintenance
             crews to cover projects under $500,000; EMERGENCY
 

   HB 1815   By Shannon. Creates the Equity in Road Funding Act.
 

   HB 1816   By Shannon. Creates the Oklahoma Transportation Act of 2011.
 

   HB 1817   By Hardin. Requires schools that recieve a petition from
             fifty percent of parents to submit an empowerment plan to the
             board of education; EMERGENCY
 

   HB 1818   By Hardin. Makes it illegal for an alien in violation of
             federal law to reside, temporarily or indefinitely, in the
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             state of Oklahoma; sets a fine of no less than $1,000 for any
             person in violation.
 

   HB 1819   By Hardin. Creates the Low-income Housing Remodeling Tax
             Incentive Act of 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1820   By Hardin. Requires a fiscal impact statement for any bill
             determined to have an adverse fiscal impact on the
             correctional facility system; impact statement shall be
             provided twenty-four hours before a committee hearing or
             final adoption.
 

   HB 1821   By Trebilcock. Creates the Wind Energy Generation and
             Transmission Act.
 

   HB 1822   By Trebilcock. Removes trial procedure requiring a trial and
             judgement be entered in the same manner as railroad
             condemnation actions in reference to negotiating surface
             damages from well drilling
 

   HB 1823   By Trebilcock. Establishes limits on area to be drilled
             during horizontal drilling; provides exceptions for
             horizontal drill spacing.
 

   HB 1824   By Trebilcock. Clarifies language relating to the common
             source supply and well spacing and drilling units.
 

   HB 1825   By Trebilcock. Defines long-term gas supply agreement;
             authorizes utilities to enter into long-term gas supply
             agreements in a manner that protects electricity consumers.
 

   HB 1826   By Treblicock. Makes languages relating to the Oklahoma
             Nursing Practice Act gender neutral.
 

   HB 1827   By Trebilcock. Requires health insurers to provide equal
             out-of-pocket costs for oral anti-cancer medications.
 

   HB 1828   By Trebilcock. Allows courts to set salary rate for temporary
             court reporters.
 

   HB 1829   By Treblicock. Allows certified medication aides to
             distribute medication or treatments at a county or municipal
             jail.
 

   HB 1830   By Trebilcock. Clarifies language relating to sheriffs
             duties.
 

   HB 1831   By Trebilcock. Modifies definitions relating to real estate
             appraisers; removes qualifications to complete an application
             with the Real Estate Appraiser Board.
 

   HB 1832   By Trebilcock. Creates "Uniform Military and Overseas Voters
             Act"; outlines requirements for allowing military to vote
             absentee for elections.
 

   HB 1833   By Trebilcock. Modifies definitions and clarifies language
             relating to the Uniform Commercial Code Act; changes teh text
             of the UCC finance statement forms.
 

   HB 1834   By Trebilcock. Expands jurisdiction over foregin residents
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             relating to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act;
             modifies language and definitions of this act.
 

   HB 1835   By Sanders. Outlines requirements for firefighter training;
             requires documentation be provided to the Oklahoma Tax
             Commission.
 

   HB 1836   By Shelton. Declares any food or beverage titled identically,
             or similar to a controlled substance shall not be
             refridgerated or stored in a location accessible to the
             public; provides punishments for violation.
 

   HB 1837   By Johnson. Modified to allow legal resident owners who hunt,
             be exempt from the annual hunting license requirements;
             provides an effective date.
 

   HB 1838   By Johnson. Provides exception to the carrying of a firearm
             for members of the Legislature; provides an effective date.
 

   HB 1839   By Johnson. Creates the "Oklahoma Corrections Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1840   By Shelton. Designates the portion of I-35 from Northeast
             23rd St. to the crossing of I-35 and I-44 the "Honorable
             Hannah Diggs Atkins, Secretary of State, Memorial Highway".
 

   HB 1841   By Shelton. Creates the "Intoxicating Liquors Act".
 

   HB 1842   By Shelton. Establishes the State Government Goes Green by
             2015 Task Force; provides membership; shall grant travel
             reimbursement; requires written reports; provides the
             termination date of the Task Force.
 

   HB 1843   By Shelton. Establishes the "Oklahoma Crimes Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1844   By Shelton. Creates the "Oklahoma Crimes and Punishments Act
             of 2011".
 

   HB 1845   By Shelton. Expands intimidation and harassment to include
             sexual orientation, and gender identity; modifies penalties.
 

   HB 1846   By Shelton. Requires private schools who participate to adopt
             an anti-discrimination policy.
 

   HB 1847   By Shelton. Defines the powers of the county clerk with
             regards to liens.
 

   HB 1848   By Shelton. Modifies statutory reference; removes exceptions
             to requirements for posting.
 

   HB 1849   By Blackwell. Requires the Chief Medical Examiner to
             investigate deaths.
 

   HB 1850   By Blackwell. Modifies the definition for "lobbyist".
 

   HB 1851   By Blackwell. Requires full-day kindergarten as an option for
             students beginning with the 2015-2016 school year; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1852   By Shumate. Provides taxpayers with an opportunity to donate
             to the Public School Classroom Support Revolving Fund; The
             Oklahoma Tax Commission shall include on each tax form the
             option beginning December 31, 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1853   By Shumate. Requires the State Board of Education to provide
             legal services to every school district in the state in
             relation to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
             (IDEA); EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1854   By Shumate. Requires the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher
             Education to adopt a policy for each higher education
             institution in the state to require equal access for
             statewide professional associations to students enrolled in
             the program.
 

   HB 1855   By Shumate. Allows the governing body of a charter school to
             levy taxes and issue bonds; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1856   By Shumate. Adds the State Superintendent of Public
             Instruction as a charter school sponsor in relation to the
             Oklahoma Charter Schools Act; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1857   By Morrissette. Creates the "Oklahoma Prison Reform Act."
 

   HB 1858   By Morrissette. Clarifies language citing the bill as the
             "Oklahoma Public Health Code" in relation to public health
             and safety.
 

   HB 1859   By Morrissette. Creates the "Oklahoma Alternative Sentencing
             for Juveniles Act."
 

   HB 1860   By Morrissette. Clarifies which sections refer to the
             "Oklahoma Asbestos Control Act."
 

   HB 1861   By Morrissette. Modifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
             Occupational Health and Safety Standards Act".
 

   HB 1862   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the "Standards
             for Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing Act".
 

   HB 1863   By Morrissette. Creates the "Homestead Exemption Technical
             Amendments Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1864   By Morrissette. Creates the "Oklahoma Zero-Based Budget Act
             of 2011"; requires agencies and boards to present a
             zero-based budget before every fiscal year; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1865   By Morrissette. Creates "Empowerment and Enterprise Zone
             Utilization Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1866   By Morrissette. Creates the "Empowerment and Enterprise Zone
             Utilization Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1867   By Morrissette. Modifies language relating to the "Uniform
             Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act".
 

   HB 1868   By Morrissette. Modifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
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             Guardianship and Conservatorship Act".
 

   HB 1869   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to veterans.
 

   HB 1870   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
             Self-Directed Care Act".
 

   HB 1871   By Morrissette. Renumbers sections of law relating to the
             "Oklahoma Indigent Health Care Act".
 

   HB 1872   By Morrissette. Requires nursing facilites to maintain
             liability insurance.
 

   HB 1873   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
             Children's Code".
 

   HB 1874   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the "Oklahoma
             Municipal Utility Revenue Bond Act".
 

   HB 1875   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the Oklahoma
             Historical Society.
 

   HB 1876   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the Oklahoma
             School Code.
 

   HB 1877   By Morrissette. Clarifies language relating to the
             Corporation Commission.
 

   HB 1878   By Morrissette. Provides for immediate expungement of record
             if the state dismisses the criminal case.
 

   HB 1879   By Morrissette. Creates the "Oklahoma State Bureau of
             Investigation Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1880   By Morrissette. Creates the "Oklahoma Motor Vehicles Act".
 

   HB 1881   By Morrissett. A new law creating the "Oklahoma Criminal Law
             Act".
 

   HB 1882   By Morrissette. A new law creating the "Oklahoma Criminal
             Procedure Act".
 

   HB 1883   By Morrissette. States that every person is bound, without
             contract, to abstain from injuring the person or property of
             another, or infringing upon any rights of another.
 

   HB 1884   By Morrissette. Changes the name of "Code of Civil Procedure
             of the State of Oklahoma" to the "Code of Civil Procedure"
 

   HB 1885   By Morrissette. An act relating to income tax credit;
             Increases amount of credit; Adds that there shall be allowed
             a deduction from taxable income of an Oklahoma resident equal
             to health care expenses that are not reimbursed.
 

   HB 1886   By Morrissette. Adds that for taxable years beginning after
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             December 31, 2011, individuals shall receive an income tax
             deduction equal to the amount paid by the individual for
             coverage through a health insurance plan.
 

   HB 1887   By Morrissette. A new law that creates the "Revenue and
             Taxation Review Act".
 

   HB 1888   By Peterson. A new law creating the "Pain-Capable Unborn
             Child Protection Act"; Prohibits the performance of abortions
             upon determination of certain age of unborn child; Authorizes
             the State Department of Health to promulgate rules to enforce
             this Act.
 

   HB 1889   By Rousselot. Changes the language from "in" to "within" as
             it relates to schools.
 

   HB 1890   By Condit. Changes the language from "of" to "that exceeds"
             in regards to the width of vehicles.
 

   HB 1891   By Reynolds. Increases homestead exemption; modifies
             taxation.
 

   HB 1892   By Scott. Clarifies that this Act may be cited as the
             "Oklahoma Centralized Support Registry Act".
 

   HB 1893   By Scott. Creates the "Abandoned and Neglected Properties
             Rehabilitation Act"; defines relevant terms; authorizes
             municipality to submit plans; provides for certain property
             to be removed from list; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1894   By Scott.  Clarifies language so that the district attorneys
             of this state shall represent the people of this state.
 

   HB 1895   By Scott. Creates the "Hospital Services Act".
 

   HB 1896   By Scott. Clarifies language so that this act shall be known
             and may be cited as the "Oklahoma Public Health Code".
 

   HB 1897   By Scott. Creates the "Oklahoma Linked Deposit Amendments Act
             of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1898   By Scott. Creates the "Oklahoma Mobile Markets Incentive Act
             of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1899   By Scott. Exempts solar energy systems from sales tax;
             defines relevant terms; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1900   By Scott. Clarifies language so that the title shall be known
             as the "Oklahoma Adoption Code".
 

   HB 1901   By Scott. A retail establishment that does not provide public
             restrooms is required to allow a person suffering from an
             eligible medical condition to use the employee facilities.
 

   HB 1902   By Scott. Creates the "Municipal Energy Lending Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1903   By Jackson. Determines that a document required to be filed
             with a county assessor by a determined date is not considered
             late if the postmark is of the due date.
 

   HB 1904   By Jackson. Modifies the definition of drug paraphernalia to
             include individual tobacco wrappers made from tobacco if the
             wrap is designed to be sold.
 

   HB 1905   By Jackson. The Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Account will
             consist of two specific funds and the funds will receive half
             of all monies received.
 

   HB 1906   By Jackson. Increases the fine to $5,100 for violations of
             the Low-Point Beer Distribution Act.
 

   HB 1907   By Jackson. Beneficiaries of the Oklahoma Public Retirement
             System as of June 2010 who will continue to receive benefits
             on or after July 1, 2011 will receive a four percent benefit
             increase beginning in July 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1908   By Jackson. Eliminates the reduction of fees for online
             registration renewals for motor vehicle registration;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1909   By Jackson. Modifies the Oklahoma oil and gas regulatory
             scheme by completing horizontal wells in shale reservoirs.
 

   HB 1910   By Jackson. The Water Resources Board may prepare exams and
             other requirements for applicants to obtain licenses and
             operator certification; grants the Board authority to inspect
             specific wells; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1911   By Christian. Makes it illegal for a person in the United
             States unlawfully to possess a deadly and dangerous firearm.
 

   HB 1912   By Christian. Authorizes the State Treasurer to invest in
             gold or silver; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1913   By Christian. Misdemeanor conviction related to illegal drug
             use or possession prevent a person from attaining a concealed
             handgun license; the preclusive period shall be ten years
             from date of sentence completion.
 

   HB 1914   By Quinn. Clarifies language regarding school districts in
             the state.
 

   HB 1915   By Christian. Creates the "Oklahoma Firearms Act".
 

   HB 1916   By Coody. Exempts surviving spouses of veterans that have not
             remarried from certain sales taxes; Exempts funeral expenses
             of certain veterans from sales tax; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1917   By Coody. Modifies language adding "interventions" to
             services that schools can provide to students in relation to
             the Achieving Classroom Excellence Act of 2005; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1918   By Coody. Requires the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher
             Preparation to offer teachers mathematics professional
             development programs; EMERGENCY.
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   HB 1919   By Coody. Lengthens the public school year to 183 days or
             1,098 hours; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1920   By Coody. Requires the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher
             Preparation to offer reading professional development
             programs for any teacher that became licensed prior to July
             1,2001; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1921   By Coody. Creates the "School Administrative Restructuring
             Task Force"; Establishes Board membership eligibility and
             requirements; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1922   By Coody. Identifies which sections are referred to as the
             "Oklahoma School Code".
 

   HB 1923   By Coody. Clarifies language identifying "in the state" in
             relation to school districts.
 

   HB 1924   By Coody. Creates the "Oklahoma Pension Systems Modification
             Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1925   By Coody. Creates the "Oklahoma Pension Systems Modification
             Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1926   By Coody. Creates the "Revenue and Taxation Act".
 

   HB 1927   By Coody. Creates the "Tax Review Act".
 

   HB 1928   By Coody. Creates the Oklahoma Immigration Act.
 

   HB 1929   By Coody. Creates the "Oklahoma Illegal Immigration Act".
 

   HB 1930   By McPeak. Clarifies language relating to educational
             records; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1931   By Lockhart. Requires the state agencies to assist the
             Oklahoma Water Resource Board to develop a plan for the Lake
             Wister watershed; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1932   By Kouplen. Modifies language relating to the "Teacher Due
             Process Act of 1990".
 

   HB 1933   By Kouplen. Changes the minimum permit fee charged by the
             Commissioner of Public Safety to the lesser of forty dollars
             or forty cents per mile; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1934   By Kouplen. Lengthens time between training to three years
             for operators of poultry feeding operations.
 

   HB 1935   By Kouplen. Outlines testing requirements for graduating high
             school; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1936   By Kouplen. Clarifies language relating to surface and
             groundwater.
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   HB 1937   By Kouplen. Clarifies language relating to water and water
             rights.
 

   HB 1938   By Condit. Creates fee for pharmacy to sell food and drink.
 

   HB 1939   By Jackson. Removes diameter qualifications for tire
             recycling fees; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1940   By Jackson. Eliminates record keeping requirements for
             commerical and non-commercial applicators.
 

   HB 1941   By Jackson. Outlines actions that are prohibited in regards
             to releasing a record.
 

   HB 1942   By Jackson. Creates penalties for breaking residential
             agreements in regards to property damage.
 

   HB 1944   By Jackson. Creates the "Energy Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1945   By Jackson. Clarifies language relating to oil and gas.
 

   HB 1946   By Jackson. Renumbers sections of law relating to schools.
 

   HB 1947   By Jackson. Clarifies language relating to taxation.
 

   HB 1948   By Jackson. Creates the "Tax Amendment Act".
 

   HB 1949   By Jackson. Disallows businesses from sharing personal
             information for direct marketing purposes.
 

   HB 1950   By Jackson. Allows for a four percent increase for persons
             receiving benefits from Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement
             System; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1951   By McNiel. Specifies subsections regarding the "Oklahoma
             Environmental Quality Act".
 

   HB 1952   By McNiel. Establishes the "Oklahoma Weights and Measures
             Reform Act".
 

   HB 1953   By McNiel. Establishes the "Opportunity Fund Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1954   By McNiel. Exempts from some taxes suppliers selling to
             someone purchasing on behalf of a manufacturer for use in
             operations; requires vendor to retain a copy of
             invoice/ticket; outlines penalty for erroneous certification;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1955   By McNiel. Authorizes public utilities to enter into
             long-term gas supply agreements; The Corporation Commission
             shall not reverse approval of the supply agreement even if
             the price is higher than a future market price for natural
             gas.
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   HB 1956   By McNiel. Requires businesses to build facility of minimum
             Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000) capital investment and hire
             twenty-five (25) employees to prevent the construction of a
             public highway on a section line running through company
             land; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1957   By McNiel. Restricts certain sized swine feeding operations'
             locations; requires it to be at least three (3) miles from
             any camp or rec site owned or operated by a nonprofit
             organization; provides exemptions for permit renewals;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1958   By Ritze. Clarifies language regarding examination and
             communication of information regarding sudden infant deaths
             to the SIDS Coordinator at the State Department of Health.
 

   HB 1959   By Ritze. Repeals a subsection pertaining to the office of
             the county school superintendent.
 

   HB 1960   By Ritze. Repeals a subsection pertaining to the purpose of
             the Oklahoma School Code.
 

   HB 1961   By Ritze. Repeals a subsection pertaining to the construction
             of the Oklahoma School Code.
 

   HB 1962   By Ritze. Repeals sections pertaining to training workshops
             and continuing education for school district board members;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1963   By Peters. Modifies several sections by removing the term
             "low-point" in regards to beer; allows for the sale of cold
             beer at package stores.
 

   HB 1964   By Wesselhoft. A new law that creates the "Native American
             Cultural and Education Authority Finance Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1965   By Mulready. Gives foster home families priority in adoption
             determinations, provided the foster parents seek adoption of
             the child; Gives a child the right to communicate and
             maintain a relationship with prior foster families.
 

   HB 1966   By Mulready. Reduces the fees that are collected for Motor
             Vehicle Reports.
 

   HB 1967   By Mulready. Gives foster home families priority in adoption
             determinations, provided the foster parents seek adoption of
             the child; Gives a child the right to communicate and
             maintain a relationship with prior foster families.
 

   HB 1968   By Mulready. Relates to unfair claims settlement practices;
             Restricts life insurance companies from refusing to renew,
             cancel, restrict, or otherwise terminate a policy of life
             insurance, or change the rates for same coverage based on
             travel.
 

   HB 1969   By Mulready. Clarifies language regarding the Oklahoma
             Insurance Code.
 

   HB 1970   By Grau. Adds and defines "Abortion-inducing drug"; Provides
             additional duties of physicians.
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   HB 1971   By Grau. A new law permitting counties to solicit and accept
             bids from newspapers to publish proceedings, minutes,
             notices, advertisements or other documents on the website of
             a qualifying newspaper.
 

   HB 1972   By Grau. An Act relating to the Office of the Chief Medical
             Examiner; Modifies membership of the Board of Medicolegal
             Investigations; Modifies statutory references relating to the
             discovery of human remains or burial furniture.
 

   HB 1973   By Morgan. An Act relating to taxation and revenue; Does not
             hold the county treasure liable for any discrepancy in legal
             description or physical address used in the notice or
             properties scheduled for resale.
 

   HB 1974   By Morgan. An Act relating to state government; Defines
             "resident bidder" and procedures that the resident bidder
             must abide by.
 

   HB 1975   By Morgan. An Act relating to revenue and taxation; Defines
             "Compressed natural gas"; Imposes a five cent tax per
             gasoline gallon equivalents (gge) on compressed natural gas;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1976   By Pittman. Changes the name of the bill to the "Ty Fields
             School Bullying Prevention Act"; Defines the terms within the
             bill; Identifies school officials responsible for
             implementing and enforcing policy; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1977   By Pittman. Establishes the day after Thanksgiving Day as
             "American Indian Heritage Day".
 

   HB 1978   By Pittman. Establishes homelessness as a protected class;
             Defines homelessness.
 

   HB 1979   By Pittman. Creates the "Oklahoma Freedom Trail Act";
             Designed to work with the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation
             Department, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma Film and
             Music Commission, and Oklahoma Department of Transportation.
 

   HB 1980   By Pittman. Requires the State Department of Health to
             partner with the University of Oklahoma to develop a
             comprehensive program for adults with sickle cell disease.
 

   HB 1981   By Pittman. Creates the State Licensing for Paint Contractors
             Act; Creates the Examination Commission for Paint
             Contractors; Creates a Paint Contractors Revolving Fund.
 

   HB 1982   By Pittman. Dedicates the "Lecia Swain-Ross Memorial Bridge"
             and the "C.E. Pittman Memorial Bridge"; The Department of
             Transportation shall place permanent markers on the bridge
             bearing the bridge name; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1983   By Hoskin. Clarifies language specifying "of the person"
             instead of "person's" in relation to criminal procedure
             pertaining to insane persons.
 

   HB 1984   By Hoskin. Limiting the total cost of the Killed in Action
             License Plates to not exceed five dollars.
 

   HB 1985   By Hoskin. Allows five points to be added to the final grade
             of the examination if the individual is a spouse of a killed
             in action active duty armed forces member; In relation to the
             Oklahoma Personnel Act.
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   HB 1986   By Hoskin. Modifies the suspension period allowing privileges
             with certain restrictions; Prevents an Oklahoma licensee from
             receiving a modification in relation to the Department of
             Public Safety and motor vehicles.
 

   HB 1987   By Hoskin. Allows a student that has successfully completed a
             reading proficiency test in another state to submit their
             scores to the Department of Education for approval.
 

   HB 1988   By Hoskin. Includes intercourse with a person who is in a
             ministerial role with respect to the victim in relation to
             rape; Defines ministerial role.
 

   HB 1989   By Sullivan. Creates the "Arkansas River Development
             Authority Act"; Defines eligibility, membership, and
             termination terms; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1990   By Sullivan. Creates the "Oklahoma Multi-modal Transportation
             Authority Act".
 

   HB 1991   By Sullivan. Protects the identity of all persons who
             participate in or administer the execution process and the
             persons who supply the drugs; the purchase of drugs and
             medical supplies is not subject to the Central Purchasing
             Act.
 

   HB 1992   By Sullivan. Modifies procedures for the transfer of surplus
             fund balances by municipalities; authorizes the governing
             board to act on the municipality's behalf; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1993   By Sullivan. Creates the "County and Municipal Cost Savings
             Acts of 2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 1994   By Sullivan. Creates the "Oklahoma Healthcare Professionals
             Act of 2011".
 

   HB 1995   By Sullivan. Hospitals operated by a public trust will
             maintain health care malpractice liability insurance coverage
             with limits of at least $1 million per claim.
 

   HB 1996   By Sullivan. Defines "automated claims adjudication system"
             as a preprogrammed computer system designed for collection,
             date entry, calculation and final resolution of claims;
             expands definition of "insurance adjustor".
 

   HB 1997   By Dorman. Public school students will be tested for
             dyslexia; school will provide treatment for any student
             diagnosed with dyslexia.
 

   HB 1998   By Dorman. Creates options for tax refund monies; taxpayers
             can choose to have their refund donated to either the YWCA
             domestic abuse shelters or to volunteer fire departments.
 

   HB 1999   By Dorman. The Forestry Division will provide oversight of
             volunteer rural fire departments by the Rural Fire Defense
             Program; gives the Division the authority to conduct audits;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2000   By Dorman. A person claiming a lien must provide the cause
             for filing the lien in the filing statement.
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   HB 2001   By Dorman. Increases the amount of deduction from rent for
             repairs from $100 to $300.
 

   HB 2002   By Dorman. Adds provisions requiring the availability of
             alternative power in assisted living centers that provide
             services to 50 or more individuals to the rules implemented
             by the Continuum of Care and Assisted Living Act.
 

   HB 2003   By Dorman. Requires utility companies to bear the entire cost
             of locating the utility lines under the turnpike.
 

   HB 2004   By Dorman. Qualified disclaimers for death benefits must be
             in writing and will be irrevocable; interest in death
             benefits must pass with out direction by the disclaiming
             person to another; benefits come from Public Employees
             Retirement; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2005   By Pittman. Teacher preparation systems will include an
             understanding of the state's vision laws; competency exams
             for teachers and administrators will include material related
             to vision health; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2006   By Pittman. Describes sexual content of text messages;
             outlines punishment for those in a relationship with someone
             between the ages of 14 and 18 or both between the ages of 14
             and 18 if they violate this title; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2007   By Pittman. Clarifies language relating to the Board of
             Regents of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical Colleges.
 

   HB 2008   By Pittman. Clarifies language relating to the "Teacher Due
             Process Act of 1990".
 

   HB 2009   By Pittman. Creates the "Oklahoma High School
             Entrepreneurship Program Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2010   By Pittman. Clarifies the Legislature's intent with the
             Smoking in Public Places and Indoor Workplaces Act; permits
             local ordinances.
 

   HB 2011   By Pittman. Lengthens the notice time to thirty days for
             notice of tearing down a dilapidated building.
 

   HB 2012   By Pittman. Creates the "Prisons and Reformatories Act of
             2011".
 

   HB 2013   By Pittman. Creates the "Transportation and Light Rail Act".
 

   HB 2014   By Pittman. Creates the "Adults with Disabilities Employment
             Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2015   By Pittman. Creates the "Transportation Modification Act".
 

   HB 2016   By Pittman. Renumbers sections of law relating to the
             "Teacher Due Process Act of 1990".
 

   HB 2017   By Pittman. Modifies language relating to the Oklahoma Public
             Health Code.
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   HB 2018   By Pittman. Modifies language relating to the Oklahoma Public
             Health Code.
 

   HB 2019   By Sullivan. Creates the "Hospital Services Act".
 

   HB 2020   By Sullivan. Specifies which act may be cited as the
             "Oklahoma Public Health Code".
 

   HB 2021   By Sullivan. Allows next of kin access to records; caps fee
             for digital form of records at $50.00.
 

   HB 2022   By Sullivan. Creates "Juvenile Diabetes Research License
             Plate Revolving Fund".
 

   HB 2023   By Sullivan. Outlines procedure for unpaid medical bills for
             personal injury cases.
 

   HB 2024   By Sullivan. Creates "Oklahoma Lawsuit Reform Act".
 

   HB 2025   By Sullivan. Creates the "Oklahoma Civil Procedure Reform
             Act".
 

   HB 2026   By Sullivan. Sets pricing standards for lumber and building
             materials sellers; declares pricing failure to be a violation
             and failed inspection.
 

   HB 2027   By Sullivan. Establishes the "Oklahoma Damages Reform Act".
 

   HB 2028   By Sullivan. Removes municipalities as exception to five-year
             limitation on judgements; modifies manner in which judgements
             shall be paid.
 

   HB 2029   By Sullivan. Establishes the "Oklahoma Firearms Reform Act".
 

   HB 2030   By Sullivan. Establishes the "Task Force on School District
             Administrative Restructuring".
 

   HB 2031   By Sullivan. Specifies sections pertaining to the "Oklahoma
             Accountancy Act".
 

   HB 2032   By Sullivan. Modifies population requirements for county
             retirement fund contributions.
 

   HB 2033   By Sullivan. Modifies provisions related to employer testing
             in relation to the Workplace Drug and Alcohol Testing Act;
             modifies response should someone refuse to be tested;
             modifies provisions related to the authority of the State
             Board of Health.
 

   HB 2034   By Sullivan. Enacts the Protecting Oklahoma's Investments
             Act; imposes duties on certain public retirement systems;
             requires public retirement systems to divest certain holdings
             within prescribed periods of time; requires report to US AG;
             EMERGENCY.
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   HB 2035   By Sulivan. Enacts the "Business Inventory Property Tax
             Valuation Amendments Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2036   By Sullivan. Enacts the "Interlocal Agreement Act of 2011";
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2037   By Sullivan. Enacts the "County and Municipal Service
             Consolidation Act of 2011" ; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2038   By Sullivan. Clarifies language regarding the "Workers'
             Compensation Act".
 

   HB 2039   By Sullivan. Clarifies language regarding the "Workers'
             Compensation Act".
 

   HB 2040   By Sullivan. Creates the "Oklahoma Home Service Contract Act"
             to define home contracts; specifies non-insurance agreements;
             requires providers to register with Insurance Commissioner;
             allows Commissioner to perform certain actions and
             examinations.
 

   HB 2041   By Sullivan. Clarifies language relating to workers'
             compensation.
 

   HB 2042   By Reynolds. Stipulates the time frame in which a public body
             must respond to a request for a public record.
 

   HB 2043   By Reynolds. Creates the "Affordable Energy Act"; allows for
             determination for the need of a nuclear power plant and
             proposal of said power plant.
 

   HB 2044   By Reynolds. Requires special elections to be held on the
             fourth Tuesday of August.
 

   HB 2045   By Reynolds. Requires state agencies to obtain the source
             code for software that is bought; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2046   By Reynolds. Repeals sections of law relating to the
             Teachers' Retirement System; provides cost of living increase
             for retirees; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2047   By Reynolds. Requires insurance score to be given to consumer
             within 30 days.
 

   HB 2048   By Moore. Provides a qualification for civil action brought
             forth of being filed within one year of termination or
             resignation.
 

   HB 2049   By Moore. Creates "Historic Bike Trail" on State Highway 66.
 

   HB 2050   By Moore. Starting with the 2012-13 academic year, the
             Legislature will determine resident and nonresident tuition
             and fees for all institutions under the Oklahoma State System
             of Higher Education.
 

   HB 2051   By Dorman. The fee for pharmacies that sell food or drink to
             be licensed shall be one half the established price.
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   HB 2052   By Dorman. Creates the "Oklahoma Title 68 Policy Act".
 

   HB 2053   By Dorman. Clarifies that vehicles over 12 feet in width
             require an escort; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2054   By Dorman. Creates a tax credit for voluntary termination of
             employment.
 

   HB 2055   By Quinn. Creates the "Economic Development Incentives Act of
             2011"; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2056   By Moore. Reduces the cost of a motor vehicle report from $25
             to $10.
 

   HB 2057   By Moore. Bans cost-of-living increases on several retirement
             systems unless the funded ratio of the systems are at 85
             percent; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2058   By Moore. Adds taking bids for workers' compensation
             insurance for state agencies to the duties and
             responsibilities of the Oklahoma State Employees Benefits
             Council.
 

   HB 2059   By Moore. Renames the sections for the "Teacher Due Process
             Act of 1990" as sections 6-101.20 through 6-101.30
 

   HB 2060   By Moore. Changes the section numbering of the Larry
             Dickerson Education Flexible Benefits Allowance Act.
 

   HB 2061   By Moore. Disallows the State and Education Employees Group
             Insurance Act from being cited as such.
 

   HB 2062   By Moore. Allows citation of the Workers' Compensation Act.
 

   HB 2063   By Key. Renumbers sections of the Teacher Due Process Act of
             1990.
 

   HB 2064   By Key. Mandates teachers to use "A More Perfect
             Union-America Becomes a Nation" from the Center for
             Constitutional Studies as the curriculum for Celebrate
             Freedom Week; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2065   By Key. Reduces the fee for Motor Vehicle Reports to $10;
             eight dollars will be paid to the Oklahoma Tax Commission for
             deposit in the General Revenue Fund.
 

   HB 2066   By Key. Clarifies language in relation to salary increases
             for county officers and to making the increases
             discretionary.
 

   HB 2067   By Key. Requires candidates for election to provide certain
             information and complete a form with the State Election
             Board.
 

   HB 2068   By Key. Creates the Transparency in Agency Lobbying Act;
             requires legislative liaisons to file with the Secretary of
             State; report actions to the Secretary of State; imposes a
             fee of $100 per year.
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   HB 2069   By Key. A new law creating the 'State Sovereignty Act';
             Creates the Federal Tax Fund; Provides for deposit of
             interest and penalty amounts; Provides for credits to Federal
             Tax Fund; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2070   By Key. An Act relating to revenue and taxation; Relates to
             adjustments to taxable income and adjusted gross income;
             Provides deduction for income derived from certain oil or gas
             production.
 

   HB 2071   By Key. Clarifies language in regards to the "Oklahoma Annual
             Financial Report Act".
 

   HB 2072   By Key. An Act clarifying language in regards to the
             "Oklahoma Insurance Code".
 

   HB 2073   By Key. Authorizes the Insurance Commissioner to negotiate
             compacts or agreements with other states to implement federal
             requirements for the administration and collection of surplus
             lines taxes.
 

   HB 2074   By Key. Clarifies language in regards to the "Oklahoma
             Producer Licensing Act".
 

   HB 2075   By Key. An Act relating to the Employer Health Insurance
             Purchasing Group Act; modifies board of directors membership
             requirements; modifies employer requirements; prohibits
             employees from being associated with certain organizations.
 

   HB 2076   By Key. Removes citation referring to the Unfair Claims
             Settlement Practices Act of the Oklahoma Insurance Code.
 

   HB 2077   By Key. Removes citation of the Use of Credit Information in
             Personal Insurance Act.
 

   HB 2078   By Key. An Act relating to the Oklahoma Professional Employer
             Organization (PEO) Recognition and Registration Act; Requires
             the PEO or PEO Group to provide documentation demonstrating
             that they have a financial strength rating of B+ or higher.
 

   HB 2079   By Key. Creates the "Healthcare Exchange Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2080   BY Key. Prohibits insurers from stacking policies for
             multiple motor vehicles.
 

   HB 2081   By Key. Modifies employer eligibility requirments and
             responsibilities relating to insurance; allows for
             adjustments of policies; modifies terms.
 

   HB 2082   By Mulready. Reduces the price of a motor vehicle report from
             $25 to $10.
 

   HB 2083   By Terrill. Creates the Oklahoma Official English Language
             Implementation Act; requires English be the offical state
             language.
 

   HB 2084   By Terrill. Establishes guidelines for citizenship in the
             State of Oklahoma.
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   HB 2085   By Terrill. While making a lawful stop, detention, or arrest,
             a law officer with reasonable suspicion that the person is an
             alien and in the US unlawfully may determine the person's
             immigration status; officer cannot consider race or color.
 

   HB 2086   By Terrill. Creates the Quality of Education Assessment for
             Oklahoma Citizens Act of 2011; requires all elementary and
             secondary schools to determine at enrollment if a student
             fits into certain criteria, such as citizenship.
 

   HB 2087   By Terrill. Allows administrators and faculty members to
             carry concealed weapons on college and university campuses.
 

   HB 2088   By Terrill. Creates the "Jerome Ersland Act"; declares that
             homicides that occur near armed robberies are to be labeled
             as "self-defense".
 

   HB 2089   By Terrill. Lowers the amount of time a person convicted on
             methamphetamine charges has to sign the meth registry to ten
             days.
 

   HB 2090   By Terrill. Allows career and technology centers to
             participate in building fund levies; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2091   By Terrill. Persons not lawfully present in the United States
             shall not be eligible for scholarships, financial aid or
             resident tuition; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2092   By Terrill. Creates the "Interstate Compact for Birth
             Certificates Act"; allows signers of the compact to make
             distictions on birth certificates in regards to a persons
             citizenship status at birth.
 

   HB 2093   By Terrill. Unauthorized aliens not to be included in state
             population for redistricting.
 

   HB 2094   By Terrill. Allows Director of the Department of Corrections
             to issue arrest warrants for illegal aliens who have
             previously been sentenced.
 

   HB 2095   By Terrill. Modifies language relating to crimes and
             punishment.
 

   HB 2096   By Terrill. Creates the "Jerome Ersland Act of 2011"; states
             that a homicide that takes place near an armed robbery was in
             self-defense.
 

   HB 2097   By Terrill. Removes audio and video recordings of the
             Department of Public Safety from list of non-record items;
             does not require DPS to keep audio or video recordings for
             more than three years; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2098   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Illegal Immigration Act of
             2011".
 

   HB 2099   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Firearms Freedom Act of
             2011".
 

   HB 2100   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Motor Vehicles Act of
             2011".
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   HB 2101   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Criminal Procedure Act of
             2011".
 

   HB 2102   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Criminal Law Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2103   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Corrections Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2104   By Terrill. Creates the "Intoxicating Liquors Policy Act".
 

   HB 2105   By Terrill. Creates the "Oklahoma Sunshine Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2106   By Christian. Creates the "Crimes and Punishments Act of
             2011".
 

   HB 2107   By Christian. Creates the "Oklahoma Prisons Act of 2011".
 

   HB 2108   By Christian. Modifies which sections can be cited as the
             "State Employees Disability Program Act".
 

   HB 2109   By Christian. Forbids unauthorized aliens from being included
             in the state population totals used for redistricting.
 

   HB 2110   By Christian. Persons who are not lawfully present in the
             United States are not eligible for postsecondary
             scholarships, financial aid, or resident tuition; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2111   By Christian. Creates the "Oklahoma Illegal Immigration Act
             of 2011".
 

   HB 2112   By Williams. Requires that all jail facilities in the state
             install mesh screening in areas that would allow an inmate to
             fall further than eight feet.
 

   HB 2113   By Williams. Creates the "School District Restructuring Act".
 

   HB 2114   By Hickman. Requires that the State Regents for Higher
             Education redesign the funding formula for all institutions
             to meet program and budget needs based on actual program
             offerings; removes requirement for base funding levels.
 

   HB 2115   By Hickman. Allows school districts which have entered into
             mutual contracts with superintendents to use funds to cover
             the superintendents salary; cannot cover more than 50 percent
             and cannot be for more than three years; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2116   By Hickman. Requires the State Board of Education to develop
             a funding mechanism for federal funds to local agencies for
             the cost of high-need students on IEPs; funding is to be
             divided between out-of-state and other cost; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2117   By Hickman. Modifies the dates needed to create a project
             plan; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2118   By Hickman. Protection orders and temporary protection orders
             are to be kept in confidential case files and not disclosed
             to the public; final protective orders shall be open to the
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             public.
 

   HB 2119   By Hickman. Clarifies which areas of the State Capitol are
             controlled by the Legislature; allows the Legislative Service
             Bureau to lease space to private vendors; income from leases
             is to be paid to Rehabiliation Services.
 

   HB 2120   By Hickman. Limits the authority of the Corporation
             Commission in regards to weights and measurements; limits
             officers to permanent scale locations; limits officers to
             administrative duties.
 

   HB 2121   By Hickman. Modifies exemptions on wells after July 2, 2011;
             tax rates applied to horizontal and deep wells; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2122   By Hickman. Removes the Corporation Commissions ability to
             direct regulations.
 

   HB 2123   By Hickman. Creates a donation on income tax returns for the
             Oklahoma Grape Growers and Wine Makers Association; creates a
             revolving fund for donations to be used to promote premium
             grapes and wine production.
 

   HB 2124   By Hickman. Sets the right of control for a deceased persons
             remains; allows courts to determine right of control; funeral
             directors given additional authority; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2125   By Hickman. Limits the amount of gross production tax that
             must be paid to the Foundation Program Income to 85 percent;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2126   By Hickman. Allows for persons with conceal carry permits to
             leave a firearm in their vehicles at technology center
             campuses.
 

   HB 2127   By Hickman. Creates the "Oklahoma New Development Impact Fee
             Act"; establishes rules and guidlelines for the fee;
             establishes Development Impact Fee Advisory Committee.
 

   HB 2128   By Steele. Reduces the amount of damages in a civil action
             for bodily injury to $300,000; sets an effective date of
             November 1, 2011.
 

   HB 2129   By Steele. Specifies that an employee in violation of the
             Workers' Compensation Act can be reinstated to their former
             postion.
 

   HB 2130   By Steele. Directs composition of the Health Care for the
             Uninsured Board; directs the board to establish a system for
             the certification of low-cost health insurance programs.
 

   HB 2131   By Steele. Allows multiple sentences to be served
             concurrently unless dictated otherwise; sets qualifications
             for Pardon & Parole Board members; requires parole
             recommendations to the Governor be completed within 30 days.
 

   HB 2132   By Steele. Removes provision allowing a cost-of-living
             adjustment to be used in a non-fiscal retirement bill;
             considers a retirement bill with fiscal impact currently
             funded only if the Legislature provides funding; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2133   By Steele. Creates the Educational Improvement Act; gives a
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             tax credit for any individual who contributes to an eligible
             educational improvement grant organization.
 

   HB 2134   By Steele. Lowers the fine for not disclosing concealed carry
             information to a peace officer to $100; allows property
             owners to disallow concealed carry handguns on premise.
 

   HB 2135   By Steel. Allows local ordinances to address issues related
             to smoking; removes legislative intent from the Smoking in
             Public Places & Indoor Workplaces Act.
 

   HB 2136   By Steele. Requires an OKDHS safety analysis to include OSBI
             and FBI background checks of all adults at the residence.
 

   HB 2137   By Steele. Adds a director of a forensic science education,
             training & research organization to the membership of the
             Board of Medicolegal Investigations; directs the Chief
             Medical Examiner to conduct background investigations for
             applicants.
 

   HB 2138   By Steele. Moves primary elections to the last Tuesday in
             June in even numbered years; allows for people to form a
             political party between March 1 and November 15; removes
             presidential preferential primary stipulations.
 

   HB 2139   By Steele. Renames "said board" as "the board" of the State
             Travel Reimbursement Act; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2140   by Steele. Creates the State Government Administrative
             Process Consolidation and Reorganization Act of 2011.
 

   HB 2141   By Steele. Creates the Oklahoma Immigration Reform Act of
             2011.
 

   HB 2142   By Steele. Cites laws recodified as Tax Codes as the Oklahoma
             Tax Code.
 

   HB 2143   By Steele. Creates the Title 68 Act of 2011 relating to
             taxation and revenue.
 

   HB 2144   By Steele. Creates the Oklahoma Revenue and Taxation Act of
             2011.
 

   HB 2145   By Steele. Creates the State House of Representatives
             Redistricting Act of 2011.
 

   HB 2146   By Steele. Creates the Oklahoma House of Representatives
             Redistricting Act of 2011.
 

   HB 2147   By Steele. Creates the Congressional Redistricting Act of
             2011.
 

   HB 2148   By Steele. Creates the Judicial Redistricting Act.
 

   HB 2149   By Steele. Creates the Judicial Redistricting Act of 2011.
 

   HB 2150   By Steele. Creates the Oklahoma Corrections Act of 2011.
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   HB 2151   By Steele. Modifies the State and Education Employees Group
             Insurance Act.
 

   HB 2152   By Steele. Creates the Public Employee Pension Reform Act of
             2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2153   By Steele. Creates the Education Employee Pension Reform Act
             of 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2154   By Steele. Allows citation of the Oklahoma Public Health Code
             as such.
 

   HB 2155   By Steele. Allows citation of the Workers' Compensation Act
             as such.
 

   HB 2156   By steele. Makes languages regarding the Governor gender
             neutral.
 

   HB 2157   By Steele. Creates the Appointments to Public Bodies Act.
 

   HB 2158   By Steele. Creates the Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts.
 

   HB 2159   By Hickman. Creates the Oklahoma Title 68 Act.
 

   HB 2160   By Hickman. Removes "himself" from language; changes "State"
             to "state" as it relates to holographic wills.
 

   HB 2161   By Hickman. Creates the Airport Improvement Act of 2011.
 

   HB 2162   By Hickman. Allows the issuing of a handgun if false or
             misleading information about a previous arrest is given
             unless said arrest would be grounds for outright denial of
             issuing.
 

   HB 2163   By Hickman. Creates the Transmission Line Wind Energy Act.
 

   HB 2164   By Hickman. Changes "such" to "this" regarding the
             establishment, organization, operation and support of the
             Oklahoma School Code.
 

   HB 2165   By Hickman. Adds "the State of" prior to Oklahoma in section
             of law regarding the length of the school year.
 

   HB 2166   By Hickman. Creates the Oklahoma Tax Code Reform Act of 2011;
             EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2167   By Hickman. Creates the Oklahoma Government Consolidation Act
             of 2011; EMERGENCY.
 

   HB 2168   By Hickman. Creates the Oklahoma Ad Valorem Tax Code
             Amendments Act of 2011.
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   HCR1001   By Banz. Calls for a constitutional convention to propose
             ammendments; limits subjects to fiscal management, improving
             legislative process, restrianing powers of federal
             government, and empowering the legislature of several states.
 

   HCR1002   By Sullivan. Recognizes the Republic of Turkey for the many
             contributions they have made to the state of Oklahoma.
 

   HJR1001   By Dank. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             freeze property tax valuation for homesteads owned by those
             65 or older & would also remove income limit for benefit.
 

   HJR1002   By Dank. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             limit the increases in fair cash value assessments of real
             property from 5 percent to 2 percent annually.
 

   HJR1003   By Reynolds. Removes the name of any person convicted, plead
             guilty, or nolo contendere to a felony offense from the State
             Capitol rotunda; EMERGENCY.
 

   HJR1004   By Key. Sends to a vote of the people a provision that would
             require hearings in committee for bills if requested by the
             author; if the bill passes out of committee the author could
             ask that the bill be heard by the entire chamber.
 

   HJR1005   By Sears. Adds State Auditor and Inspector, and the
             Superintendent of Public Instruction to the State Board of
             Equalization; amends section 21 of Article 10 of the Oklahoma
             Constitution.
 

   HJR1006   By McDaniel. Sends to a vote of the people an act called the
             Public Retirement System Improvement Act of 2011.
 

   HJR1007   By Key. Sends to a vote of the people a provision that would
             make all things made in the state not subject to the
             authority of the federal government; creates punishments for
             violating the act.
 

   HJR1008   By Reynolds. Sends to a vote of the people, in a special
             election, a measure that would make candidates for Supreme
             Court Justice, Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals and
             intermediate appellate court subject to partisan nomination
             and election.
 

   HJR1009   By Key. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             allow the Governor to select justices for the Supreme Court
             and Court of Criminal Appeals other than justices nominated
             by the Judicial Nominating Commission and confirmed by the
             Senate.
 

   HJR1010   By McAffrey. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would allow grocery stores to sell wine, liquor stores to
             sell cold beverages and mixers.
 

   HJR1011   By Peters. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             allow breweries to sell their products to the public from
             their premises.
 

   HJR1012   By Holland. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             change the way in which the state budget is prepared; revenue
             estimate will be for a two-year period instead of a one-year
             period.
 

   HJR1013   By Inman. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
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             prevent increases to fair cash value of most kinds of real
             property; increases cannot be more than five percent each
             year; homestead property cannot increase more than three
             percent.
 

   HJR1014   By Williams. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             will allow brewers to sell their own beer to the public;
             changes would allow breweries to sell beer on the premises of
             their own brewery.
 

   HJR1015   By Schwartz. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             will allow liquor stores to sell nonalcoholic items; this
             would allow liquor stores to sell nonalcoholic beverages
             along with wine and spirits accessories.
 

   HJR1016   By Blackwell. Revokes the status of Cimarron County, Oklahoma
             as a foreign trade zone; EMERGENCY.
 

   HJR1017   By Cockroft. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             will create a fund to help counties fund county roads and
             bridges.
 

   HJR1018   By Murphey. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             abolish the Board on Legislative Compensation; would pay
             compensation equal to Oklahoma Annual State Per Capita
             Personal Income.
 

   HJR1019   By Martin. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             allow school districts to create additional tax levy.
 

   HJR1020   By Banz. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             create a new state Constitution and delegation process.
 

   HJR1021   By Banz. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             reduce the number of members in both chambers of the Oklahoma
             Legislature.
 

   HJR1022   By Banz. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             clarify language relating to Senate districts.
 

   HJR1023   By Dank. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             require members of Congress to pass out a copy of a bill at
             least 24 hours before a final vote.
 

   HJR1024   By Hilliard. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             will protect rodeo sports and livestock shows.
 

   HJR1025   By Stiles. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             prevent fair market value from incrasing more than three
             percent.
 

   HJR1026   By Hall. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             lower the amount of money the Legislature is allowed to spend
             from 12 percent more than the previous year to seven percent.
 

   HJR1027   By Proctor. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that will
             decrease the age of qualification to 60 in order to disallow
             the increase of fair cash value for a homestead in reference
             to sale tax purposes.
 

   HJR1028   By Morrissette. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would prohibit a former legislator from employment or
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             compensation from any state governmental agency within two
             years of the end of the legislators term.
 

   HJR1029   By Johnson. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would change "despite" to "notwithstanding" as related to
             valuation of homesteads by persons of a certain age.
 

   HJR1030   By Morrissette. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would decrease the fair cash value assessment increase from
             fiver percent to one percent during any two successive
             taxable years.
 

   HJR1031   By Morrissette. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would set the income threshold for fair cash value on a
             homestead for those over the age of 65 to not exceed $55,000.
 

   HJR1032   By Rousselot. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would exempt from taxation all real and personal property
             used at a single-family residence for alternative energy
             sources.
 

   HJR1033   By Jackson. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would allow the limit on property taxes to be lowered to
             three percent for homesteads and higher for business
             properties.
 

   HJR1034   By Peters. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             abolish the low-point beer system in the state; ABLE
             Commission would regualte beer; food stores would be allowed
             to sell wine and beer of any strength.
 

   HJR1035   By Reynolds. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would require separate appropriations for all institutions in
             the higher education system.
 

   HJR1036   By Reynolds. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would prevent the state from using certain types of debt;
             sets new guidelines on how state debt is to be repaid.
 

   HJR1037   By Key. Sends to a vote of the people a measure called the
             "Oklahoma Sovereignty Protection Act"; Allows a legislator to
             collect signatures and file legislation to overturn federal
             legislation; cannot be vetoed by Governor.
 

   HJR1038   By Key. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             reduce the limit on percentages of property taxes from five
             percent to two percent.
 

   HJR1039   By Key. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that would
             lower the percentage increase in market value of property tax
             to one percent; counties could call for elections to raise
             the percentage no higher than five percent.
 

   HJR1040   By Terrill. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would prevent former legislators from taking a job with the
             state, county or subdivision of the state within two years of
             leaving office.
 

   HJR1041   By Hickman. Sends to a vote of the people a measure that
             would allow wine to be shipped directly to consumers if the
             prodcers were licensed.
 

   HR 1001   By Reynolds. Calls for the Trial Division of the Court on the
             Judiciary to remove District Judge Thomas Bartheld from
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             office for gross neglect of duty.
 

   HR 1002   By Reynolds. Declares February 9, 2011 as Rose Day in which
             citizens can make a public statement on the sanctity of human
             life.
 

   HR 1003   By Reynolds. Declares February 9, 2011 as Rose Day in which
             citizens can make a public statement on the sanctity of human
             life.
 

   HR 1004   By Key. A bill that is filed before deadline shall be heard
             at least four days prior to the final date of the Third
             Reading.
 

   HR 1005   By Reynolds. Calls for the US House of Reps. to vote articles
             of impeachment against Judge Vickie Miles-LaGrange for abuse
             of authority related to State Question 755.
 

   HR 1006   By Ritze. Petitions the Trial Division of the Court on the
             Judiciary to institute proceedings to remove District Judge
             Tammy Bass-LeSure from office for crimes of moral turpitude.
 

   HR 1007   By Peterson. Designates February 6, 2011 as "President Ronald
             Reagan Day in Oklahoma".
 

 

 

COMMITTEE REFERRALS

 

   HB 1006    Creates the "Truth-in-Funding Act"             McDaniel, Randy
                   Pre-referred to House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svc
   HB 1011    Creates Teachers' Retirement Adjustment Act    McDaniel, Randy
                   Pre-referred to House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svc
   HB 1033    Officials must resign before subsequent filing Cooksey
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
   HB 1197    Children of Incarcerated Parents Task Force    McDaniel, Jeanni
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
   HB 1221    Firefighters pension fund                      McCullough
                   Pre-referred to House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svc
   HB 1225    Initiative and Referendum                      Ownbey
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
   HB 1288    Prohibits lobbying for some elected officials  Proctor
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
   HB 1359    Foster Care System Improvement Task Force.     Peters
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
   HB 1410    County not responsible for courthouse security Joyner
                   Pre-referred to House General Government
   HB 1447    Oklahoma Art in Public Places Act repeal.      Faught
                   Pre-referred to House General Government
   HB 1511    Second Amednment Day                           Vaughan
                   Pre-referred to House General Government
   HB 1533    State employee payroll deduction               Blackwell
                   Pre-referred to House General Government
   HB 1662    Oklahoma Public Retirement System reform.      Osborn
                   Pre-referred to House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svc
   HB 1664    Constitutional Amendment question provisions.  Osborn
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
   HB 1803    State Auditor and Inspector                    Tibbs
                   Pre-referred to House General Government
   HB 2132    Truth in Funding Act as related to retirement. Steele
                   Pre-referred to House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svc
   HJR1016    Cimarron County revoked as foreign trade zone  Blackwell
                   Pre-referred to House Rules
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FLOOR ACTIONS

 

   HR 1008    House Rules for the 53rd Legislature           Steele
                   Direct to calendar
                   1 Floor amendment(s) adopted
                   2 Floor amendment(s) adopted
                   3 Floor amendment(s) adopted
                   Passed/Adopted by a vote of 64 YEAS 34 NAYS
 

 

 

 

 

                            **** End of Report ****

::: HOUSE CALENDAR :::   ::: TOP ::: 

HOUSE FLOOR AGENDA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2011

8:30 A.M.

RESOLUTIONS

 HR 1007 Author: Peterson
By Peterson. Designates February 6, 2011 as "President Ronald Reagan Day in
Oklahoma".

::: COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE :::    ::: TOP :::

- Committee Meeting Schedule -
02-08-2011 - 23:01:41

TUESDAY - 2/8/11

  Senate Judiciary      New - 8:38am
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
9:00 a.m., Room 419C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

SB 862  Sykes Deletes language regarding tortfeasor liability; modifies certain
liability in a civil action based on fault and not arising out of
contract.

SB 863  Sykes Modifies limits to certain damage awards in civil actions not arising
out of contract; deletes language regarding applicability to certain
actions; modifies definitions; repeals a section pertaining to the
Health Care Indemnity Fund Task Force.

SB 864  Sykes Lists monies to be deducted from a plaintiff's winnings from a
defendant if the plaintiff is receiving injury compensation from a
source wholly independent of the defendant.
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SB 865  Sykes States that the Oklahoma Uniform Jury Instructions shall include an
instuction notifying the jury that no part of an award for damages
for personal injury or wrongful death is subject to federal or state
income tax.

SB 866  Sykes Pertains to compensation for future damages in an action; provides
for periodic payment of certain damages; requires the court to
make certain findings; provides procedures upon the death of a
recipient.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Common Education        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
10:30 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol
 ***CANCELLED***

  House Insurance        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
10:30 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 
AGENDA:
State Rep. Charles Key, chairman of the House Insurance Committee, has
scheduled a hearing to discuss issues related to CompSource, a quasi-state
agency that provides workers compensation insurance.

House Insurance
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
10:30 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Sherry Oden, General Counsel, CompSource
3. Rep. George Faught
4. Dave Gillogly, former Commissioner of Oklahoma State Insurance Fund
5. Lance LaGere, Chief Operating Officer, National American Insurance Co.
6. Oklahoma Insurance Department
7. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Transportation        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
10:30 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol
 ***CANCELLED***

  Senate Finance        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
10:30 a.m., Room 511A, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

SB 3  Mazzei Reduces the time that aerospace sector employers are eligible to
receive tax credits for tuition reimbursement and salaries paid to
their employees by one year; EMERGENCY.

SB 4  Wilson Restricts the amount of time that a tax payer can make a claim for
sales tax relief to one year after the end of the tax year during
which the tax was paid, beginning in 2011.

SB 38  Jolley Amends the Oklahoma Vehicle License and Registration Act to
include "rebodied vehicles."

SB 42  Garrison Prohibits the use of children for advertisements of the Oklahoma
Education Lottery Act; EMERGENCY

SB 101  Ballenger Special event permits relating to sales taxes shall not be permitted
to an entity supporting state parks located in this state.

SB 104  Aldridge Permits county treasurers to send tax statements to the taxpayer
by electronic mail if permission is granted in writing.

SB 105  Justice Requires the State Board of Equalization to set or schedule fees for
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the search, production, and copying of County Assessor information.

SB 122  Mazzei Changes the apportionment date to the beginning of the 2014 fiscal
year for the gross production tax for the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board Rural Economic Action Plan Water Projects Fund.

SB 123  Mazzei Changes the date that the Oklahoma Tax Commission shall file a
report with the Speaker of the House, the President Pro Tempore,
and Director of The Office of State Finance.

SB 154  Mazzei Changes the cutoff date for incentive payments to July 1, 2003;
makes an exception for a change of control event pursuant to the
Oklahoma Quality Jobs Program Act.

SB 200  Halligan Amends sections of the act relating to special license plates; Gives
authorization to the Oklahoma Tax Commission to design and issue
appropriate official special license plates.

SB 201  Aldridge Allows local municipalities, counties, or the Department of Public
Safety to place holds on the registration renewal for motor vehicles
associated with violations; Allows fees to be collected by motor
license agents.

SB 261  Mazzei Mandates that as of November 1, 2005, a special license plate can
only be issued if the Tax Commission receives 250 prepaid
applications.

SB 325  Anderson Defines ATV tires as non-highway; defines recreational off- highway
vehicle as being used exclusively for off-highway use, having four
or more tires, having non-straddled seating, and is steered by a
steering wheel.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Energy & Utility Regulation        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
1:30 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol
 ***CANCELLED***

  House Long-Term Care & Senior Services        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
1:30 p.m., Room 412C, State Capitol
 ***CANCELLED***

  House Higher Education & CareerTech      Updated - 5:42pm
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1227  Ownbey Creates a new law that changes the name of the 'Ardmore Higher
Education Program' to the 'University Center of Southern
Oklahoma'; EMERGENCY.

HB 2091  Terrill Persons not lawfully present in the United States shall not be
eligible for scholarships, financial aid or resident tuition;
EMERGENCY.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

House Higher Education & CareerTech
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol
 ***CANCELLED***

  House Public Health        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
3:00 p.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
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HB 1012  Reynolds Creates the "Protection of Human Life Act of 2011" by prohibiting
the use of human embryos for nontherapeutic research that would
destroy the embryos; EMERGENCY.

HB 1056  Sears New law that defines generic drug; requires the Oklahoma
Healthcare Authority to create a competitive bid process for generic
drugs for Medicaid recipients.

HB 1212  Kirby Requires that participants in certain State Athletic Commission
events not be infected with the HIV, the Hepatitis B virus or the
Hepatitis C virus; determines exceptions provided the written
agreement from other persons involved.

HB 1271  Coody Defines a person requiring treatment for mental illness; Renames
act the Inpatient Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment of
Minors Act.

HB 1312  Richardson Requires that a practitioner place the symptom or purpose for
which the drug is being used on the label; failure to do so shall not
be admissible evidence of malpractice in litigation.

HB 1320  Wright Adds henna/mehndi to the lists of definitions relating to tattooing
and body piercing.

HB 1351  Blackwell Allows a certified registered nurse anesthetist to order, select,
obtain and administer legend drugs, Schedules II through V
controlled substances, devices, and medical gases in collaboration
with a medical doctor.

HB 1777  Roberts, Sean Creates the Physical Therapy Practice Act; defines physical therapy
as care and services provided by or under the direction and
supervision of a licensed physical therapist.

HB 1970  Grau Adds and defines "Abortion-inducing drug"; Provides additional
duties of physicians.

HB 2135  Steele Allows local ordinances to address issues related to smoking;
removes legislative intent from the Smoking in Public Places &
Indoor Workplaces Act.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  Senate Transportation        
TUESDAY - 2/8/11
3:30 p.m., ODOT, 200 N.E. 21st Street

 

AGENDA:
1. Orentation and Presentations
Oklahoma Department of Transportation
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority
2. Other Business

WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11

  House A&B Sub on Education      New - 1:53pm
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
9:00 a.m., Room 108, State Capitol

 

The Meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. or after adjournment.
AGENDA:
1. Performance Reviews
Oklahoma Arts Council
Oklahoma Department of Libraries
Oklahoma Center for Advancement of Science and Technology
Board of Private Vocational Schools
2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Admin. Rules & Agency Oversight        
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
9:00 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
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2. Sunset Review, Osteopathic Examiners Board- Deborah Bruce, Director
3. Rule Process, Administrative Rules Committee purpose and responsibility-
Amy Alden
4. Rule Distribution
5. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Agriculture, Wildlife & Environment        
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
9:00 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Department of Agriculture - Jim Reese
3. Department of Wildlife - Richard Hatcher
4. Department of Environmental Quality - Steve Thompson
5. Conservation Commission - Mike Thralls
6. Water Resources Board - J.D. Strong
7. Other Business and Adjournment

  Senate Approp. Sub. on Health & Human Svcs.        
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
9:00 a.m., Room 534, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Budget and Performance Hearings:
9:00 Health Care Autority
9:45 Department of Rehabilitation Services
10:15 Department of Human Services
11:00 Office of Juvenile Affairs
2. Other Business

  Senate Approp. Sub. on Gen. Gov. & Transport.      New - 10:50am
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
10:00 a.m., Room 419A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Budget and Performance Hearings:
10:00 - Department of Transportation
10:40 - Emergency Management
11:00 - Secretary of State
11:20 - State Auditor
12:00 - State Treasurer
2. Other Business

  House Public Safety        
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
10:30 a.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1061  Sanders Allows the Oklahoma Department of Tranportation or Oklahoma
Turnpike Authority to use flashing red and blue lights on machinery
or vehicles when performing emergency work or construction or
maintenance of highways.

HB 1389  Roan Modifies the reporting requirements on minor offenses.

HB 1673  Billy Inmate capacity requirement for certain private prison contracts is
deleted.

HB 1800  Tibbs Allows the release of information from the OSBI for the purpose of
advising crime victims or families of homicide victims regarding
pending investigations; expands definitions for terms related to
toxicology accreditation.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Rules      New - 10:54am
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WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
10:30 a.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1033  Cooksey Requires any elected official to resign from their current position
before filing for an additional office.

HB 1197  McDaniel,
Jeannie

New law that creates the Children of Incarcerated Parents Task
Force; EMERGENCY.

HB 1225  Ownbey Requires that measures being submitted by the parties must include
a funding source; the parties shall also submit to the Secretary of
State and the Attorney General a statement outlining all sources of
funding to be used in the measure.

HB 1288  Proctor Prohibits elected state, county, or municipal officers from receiving
any compensation or reimbursement from any entity for personally
engaging in lobbying; prohibits such officers from registering as
lobbyists.

HB 1359  Peters Creates the Foster Care System Improvement Task Force; directs
composition of task force; defines purpose of task force;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1664  Osborn Removes provision requiring constitutional amendment questions to
be dictated at an eighth grade reading level; removes all Attorney
General actions in regard to State Questions.

HJR1016  Blackwell Revokes the status of Cimarron County, Oklahoma as a foreign
trade zone; EMERGENCY.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House A&B Sub on Natural Res. & Reg. Services      New - 1:57pm
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
1:30 p.m., Room 419C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
1:30 p.m. Department of Agriculture
2:00 p.m. Department of Environmental Quality
2:30 p.m. Insurance Department
3:00 p.m. Department of Commerce
3:30 p.m. Department of Tourism and Recreation
4:00 p.m. Corporation Commission
2. Other Business and Adjournment

  Senate Approp. Sub. on Natural Resources      New - 2:00pm
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
1:30 p.m., Room 419C, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
1:30 p.m. Department of Agriculture
2:00 p.m. Department of Environmental Quality
2:30 p.m. Insurance Department
3:00 p.m. Department of Commerce
3:30 p.m. Department of Tourism and Recreation
4:00 p.m. Corporation Commission
2. Other Business and Adjournment

  House Econ. Dev., Tourism & Financial Svcs.      New - 2:19pm
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
3:00 p.m., Room 412C, State Capitol

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Pension Presentation - Pension Reform in Oklahoma: the $16 Billion Issue

HB 1006  McDaniel,
Randy

Creates the "Truth-in-Funding Act"; EMERGENCY.

HB 2132  Steele Removes provision allowing a cost-of-living adjustment to be used
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in a non-fiscal retirement bill; considers a retirement bill with fiscal
impact currently funded only if the Legislature provides funding;
EMERGENCY.

HB 1011  McDaniel,
Randy

Creates the "Teachers' Retirement System Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Funding Source Act of 2011"; EMERGENCY.

HB 1221  McCullough For a firefighter to be eligible for a pension, initial employment and
participation must have occurred prior to November 1, 2011.

HB 1662  Osborn Sets November 1, 2011 as the date which differentiates the amount
of time needed to be considered fully vested in an Oklahoma Public
Retirement System.

3. Other Business and Adjournment

  House General Government      Updated - 5:39pm
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions

HB 1051  Sanders Allows each elected county officer full access and authority to
destroy all inventory records, files, and reports.

HB 1071  Shoemake Removes citations from the "Wellness Program Act."

HB 1085  Murphey Adds the Legislature to the definition of a "public body" in the Open
Meeting Act; removes the Legislature from the list of exemptions to
the public body definition.

HB 1191  Grau Authorizes the board of tax roll corrections to examine evidence
and compel evidence to an attendance of witnesses; provides for
orders of dismissal by county boards of equalization.

HB 1210  Kirby Pertains to fire and police arbitration; creates procedures for
different cities and towns when determining a third arbitrator.

HB 1238  Sherrer Requires that elections for county officers and district attorneys be
nonpartisan; establishes prerequisites for holding the office of
county sheriff.

HB 1283  Dank Allows for salary increases for county officers, as specified by this
title.

HB 1296  Derby Removes the exception of no consent on informing a property owner
of the annexation of his or her land.

HB 1335  Renegar Redifines "Public body" to include the Legislature; Changes the
Oklahoma Transportation Authority to the Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority; Allows communications with legislators to be protected
through the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

HB 1393  Roan Requires county officers to be a qualified elector who is registered
to vote and resides within the commission district to be eligible to
become a candidate for county commissioner in another county.

2. Other Business and Adjournment

House General Government
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 
DELETE FROM PRIOR POSTING

HB 1296  Derby Removes the exception of no consent on informing a property owner
of the annexation of his or her land.

House General Government
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 
ADD TO PRIOR POSTING

HB 1410  Joyner Decalres that the county never be responsible for providing utilities
such as water for the county courthouse.

House General Government
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

DELETE FROM PRIOR POSTING

HB 1071  Shoemake Removes citations from the "Wellness Program Act."
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HB 1335  Renegar Redifines "Public body" to include the Legislature; Changes the

Oklahoma Transportation Authority to the Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority; Allows communications with legislators to be protected
through the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

HB 1410  Joyner Decalres that the county never be responsible for providing utilities
such as water for the county courthouse.

House General Government
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
3:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

ADD TO PRIOR POSTING

HB 1447  Faught Repeals section of law relating to the Oklahoma Art in Public Places
Act; EMERCENCY.

HB 1511  Vaughan New law to commemorate the United States Supreme Court
decision in the case of McDonald v. City of Chicago, Illinois;
establishes the twenty-eighth of June as "Second Amendment Day";
EMERGENCY.

HB 1533  Blackwell Modifies date for any statewide association granted a payroll
deduction; EMERGENCY.

HB 1803  Tibbs Adds that upon completion of two biennial county audits, a county
may hire an independent auditing firm to perform a third biennial
audit, rather than being audited by the State Auditor and Inspector.

  House Redistricting Steering Committee      New - 1:28pm
WEDNESDAY - 2/9/11
4:00 p.m., Room 432A, State Capitol

 

AGENDA:
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Committee Organization
3. Subcommittee Assignments
4. Consideration and Possible Action on 2011 Redistricting Guidelines
5. Consideration and Possible Action on 2011 Redistricting Committee Rules
6. Other Business and Adjournment

- End of Report -

::: TRACKING REPORTS :::    ::: TOP :::

Office of the Governor
Bill Status Report

02-08-2011 - 23:01:41

      - Indicates action since request date.

Track: Office of the Governor   Request Date: 2- 7-2011 thru 99-99-9999

SB 1  (1) Ford Removes "career teacher pretermination hearing" requirements
related to the "Teacher Due Process Act of 1990"; strikes the term
"probationary", making all teachers subject to the same disciplinary
process; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading

SB 57  (1) Brown Creates Healthcare Choice Act which opens Oklahoma to insurance
providers outside the state as regulated by the Insurance
Commissioner.

21462

http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01335&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R17
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01410&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R95
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01447&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R14
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01511&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R37
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01533&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R61
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=HB01803&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member.com?53R23
http://www.okstatewatch.com/www/OK/events/HRSC020911P400.ICS
http://www.okstatewatch.com/www/OK/events/HRSC020911P400.ICS
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_com.com?Comnam=040&Session=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/www/OK/index.htm
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00001&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member?53R229
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_index?BILL_NUMBER=SB00057&SESSION=53R
http://www.okstatewatch.com/htbin/web_member?53R236


Remarks: Potential creative bill

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading

SB 718  (1) Bingman Changes the role of the State Board of Education; instructs the
Board to give advice and make recommendations to the State
Superintendent and to supervise the public school system;
Superintendent will control the Dept. of Ed.; EMERGENCY.

Track Name(s): Kaleb Senate Gen. Tracks

Bill History: 02-07-11 S First Reading occurred after bill was reported "Do
Pass" from Committee. 

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
02-08-2011 - 00:01:41

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 02/07/11 Ending Date: 2/ 8/11

Word(s): CONCEAL/5/WEAPON

- No Entries in this Date Range -

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 0  0  

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
02-08-2011 - 00:01:41

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 02/07/11 Ending Date: 2/ 8/11

Word(s): EDUCATION

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 0  0  
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- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
02-08-2011 - 00:01:41

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 02/07/11 Ending Date: 2/ 8/11

Word(s): TAX

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 0  0  

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
02-08-2011 - 00:01:42

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 02/07/11 Ending Date: 2/ 8/11

Word(s): ENERGY

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 0  0  

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
02-08-2011 - 00:01:42

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 02/07/11 Ending Date: 2/ 8/11

Word(s): WATER
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  Bills   Versions  
Total: 0  0  

- End of Report -

::: FULL-TEXT WORD SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

Bill Text Search
02-08-2011 - 00:01:42

Searching Bill Types: ALL Versions:
Beginning Date: 02/07/11 Ending Date: 2/ 8/11

Word(s): OPEN RECORD

  Bills   Versions  
Total: 0  0  

- End of Report -

::: STATUTORY REFERENCES SEARCH :::    ::: TOP :::

 
Statute Citation Report 

Sorted by Citation
02-08-2011 - 23:01:43

- End of Report -

::: AGENCY HEARINGS :::    ::: TOP :::

STATE AGENCIES AND INTERIM STUDIES
FILED REPORT

02-08-11 - 23:01:43

-- No Hearings Found for the Selected Criteria --

**** NIGHTWriter Completed: 02-08-2011 - 23:01:43 ****

21465



From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: please review - transition email update
Date: Friday, January 07, 2011 1:15:39 PM

Contains new info on Obamacare lawsuit:  http://www.governorelectmaryfallin.org/email/email1.php?ID=8

Aaron Cooper
aaroncooperokc
(405) 514-6227
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<teongregg of tbe mntteb ~tateg 
Baf)fJin~on, ii<lr 20510 

National Governors Association 
Hall of States 
444 N. Capitol St., Ste. 267 
Washington D.C. 20001-1512 

Dear Governors: 

June 29, 2012 

The Supreme Court has ruled significant parts of the Medicaid expansion of the President's health care law 
unconstitutional as well as ruling that the individual mandate violated the Commerce Clause and will therefore 
be implemented as a punitive tax on the middle class. This presents us with a critical choice: Do we allow this 
reprehensible law to move forward or do we fully repeal it and start over with commonsense solutions? The 
American people have made it clear that they want us to throw this law out in its entirety. 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated to the full repeal of this government takeover of healthcare 
and we ask you to join us to oppose its implementation. 

Most importantly, we encourage you to oppose any creation of a state health care exchange mandated under 
the President's discredited health care law. 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of our already
fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total enrollment numbers. Resisting the implementation 
of exchanges is good for hiring and investment. The law' s employer mandate assesses penalties - up to $3,000 
per employee - only to businesses who don't satisfy federally-approved health insurance standards and whose 
employees receive "premium assistance" through the exchanges. The clear language of the statute only 
permits federal premium assistance to citizens of states who create a state-based exchange. However, the IRS 
recently finalized a regulation that contradicts the law by allowing the federal government to provide premium 
assistance to citizens in those states that have not created exchanges. The IRS had no authority to fi nalize such 
a regulation. By refusing to create an exchange, you will assist us in Congress to repeal this violation 
which will help lower the costs of doing business in your state, relative to other states that keep these 
financially draining exchanges in place. 

State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as the federally-run exchange. 
Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange that complies with the 600 plus pages of federal exchange 
regulations will only result in wasted state resources and higher premiums for your constituents. 

Implementation of this law is not inevitable and considering more than half of the American people 
oppose the law, it is improbable. Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to health care 
reform and instead focus on solutions that make health care more affordable and accessible for every 
~merican. Let's work to create a health care system of, for, and by tre eople, not government or special 
interests. 
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: Taxpayers Foot the Bill for Obamacare Ads
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 10:01:09 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                            June 4, 2012

 
Taxpayers Foot the Bill for Obamacare Ads

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 
The Department of Health and Human Services recorded a curious line item recently.  The health care agency reported spending
$20 million in taxpayer money on a contract with public relations firm Porter Novelli to design a national multimedia campaign to
promote the Affordable Care Act, more commonly called Obamacare. 
 
Ostensibly, the purpose of the ad campaign is to "inform the American people about the many preventative benefits now available
to those with Medicare, Medicaid and private health insurance as a result of the Affordable Care Act."  But the American people
are not so easily fooled.   We've all seen the surveys indicating that the bill remains deeply unpopular, and we know damage
control when we see it. 
 
Former Speaker Nancy Pelosi famously stated, "We have to pass the bill so you can find out what is in it."  Even though the most
damaging Obamacare provisions were conveniently postponed until 2013 and have yet to take effect, familiarity with the law is not
breeding acceptance.  In fact, it seems the more the American people learn about Obamacare, the more they oppose it.  From
families worried about rising premiums and decreased health care access to business leaders who have publically, repeatedly
stated that they simply can't afford to make new hires under Obamacare's crippling costs, the American people remain deeply
concerned about the law.  As the Supreme Court deliberates the constitutionality of the law, a recent Rasmussen Reports poll of
likely voters found that 55 percent of respondents favor repealing the law, including 43 percent who strongly favor repeal. 
 
Incurring such frivolous expenses during a time when historic deficits are forcing spending cuts even  for legitimate programs
serves as yet another indication that the Obama administration simply does not have the same priorities as the majority of average
Americans.  Throughout the first year of the recession, the millions of workers losing their jobs, savings and homes rightly
expected Congress to work together to revive the economy.  Instead, President Obama squandered a year of the legislative
calendar forcing through his health care bill over the vocal opposition of the American people.  Two years later, unemployment
remains high, yet President Obama is still wasting time and taxpayer money promoting his misguided bill -- that is, when he isn't
busy derailing the Keystone pipeline and its 20,000 jobs.
 
With out-of-control deficits, it is unacceptable to squander taxpayer money on what is essentially political propaganda.    A $20
million ad campaign won't change the fact that a majority of Americans don't want the federal government interfering with their
health care.  Paying $20 million to promote a policy that may soon be ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court is the very
definition of the wasteful Washington spending we simply can't afford.
 
 

###
 
 
Jocelyn Rogers

Press Secretary

Congressman Tom Cole (OK-04)

2458 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

202.225.6165

202.258.3258 (cell)

21472

mailto:Jocelyn.Rogers@mail.house.gov
mailto:Jocelyn.Rogers@mail.house.gov


From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: Tax Hikes Would Lead to Recession
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 11:16:09 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                            July 9, 2012

 
Tax Hikes Would Lead to Recession

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 
The Supreme Court decision on Obamacare paved the way for $675 billion in new taxes over the next decade.  But
that's just the tip of the iceberg.  Unless Congress takes action, tax rates for all tax brackets will increase on January 1,
2013.  
 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke refers to the looming tax hike deadline as a "fiscal cliff" while the media
coined the term "Taxmageddon" to describe the magnitude of the economic disruption that will occur if the current
tax rates are not renewed. 
 
Congress passed the current tax relief policies in 2001 and 2003.  When these lower tax rates were set to expire at the
end of 2010, President Obama and Congress had a choice: renew the low tax rates or risk plunging our struggling
economy back into recession.  Even with persistently high unemployment, President Obama advocated letting the tax
cuts expire for anyone earning more than $250,000 per year, whom he expansively redefined as "millionaires." 
Business leaders and experts repeatedly warned that the tax hikes would hit 50 percent of all small business income,
significantly restraining the sector responsible for generating 65 percent of new jobs created between 1993 and 2009. 
It was only after the president's party and policies met resounding defeat in the historic 2010 midterm elections that
commonsense prevailed and the tax cuts were extended for two more years. 
 
Americans may not be so lucky this time around.  The president is yet again calling for an end to many of the tax cuts. 
His latest proposal includes tax hikes for small businesses and families earning $250,000 or more, yet he may not stop
there.  White House sources indicate that President Obama would be content to let all the tax cuts expire at the end of
the year, according to reporting in The New Yorker.  Citing "several White House officials," journalist Ryan Lizza
reports, "if a deal, or at least the framework for a deal, is not reached before December 31st Obama would allow all
the Bush tax cuts to expire.”     
 
If that happens, Americans will be hit with a tax increase of $4.3 trillion over the next 10 years and $300 billion in the
first year alone.  According to the House Ways and Means Committee, a family of four earning $50,000 per year would
owe an extra $2,200 in taxes under the new rates.  A single mother earning $36,000 per year would see her tax liability
nearly double, resulting in $1,100 in higher taxes.  Married senior citizens with an annual fixed income of $40,000
could see a tax increase of $1,700. 
 
The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office warns that failure to extend the tax cuts and responsibly manage the
debt will lead to a 1.3 percent contraction in gross domestic product, officially qualifying the first half of 2013 as a
recession.  Business leaders already see the writing on the wall.  A recent survey found a 12-point drop in the
confidence index among 1,650 executives for small- and medium-sized businesses.    University of Michigan economist
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Richard Curtin attributed the survey results to "rising uncertainty about what federal tax and spending reforms will be
passed to avoid a nosedive off the 2013 fiscal cliff."
 
With almost six months left before the tax cuts are set to expire, there is no excuse to allow uncertainty to continue to
stall job creation.  Congress can and should act immediately to extend the tax cuts for all brackets.  The House
Republican majority has announced we will vote before August to prevent the tax hikes and begin the process of
comprehensive tax reform that will keep rates low, close unfair loopholes, and make America more competitive in
world markets.
 
After 40 straight months of 8 percent or higher unemployment, America's workers deserve some good news. 
President Obama and congressional Democrats should join House Republicans in extending tax relief and injecting
much-needed confidence into the job market.
 
 

###
 
 
 
Jocelyn Rogers

Press Secretary

Congressman Tom Cole (OK-04)

2458 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

202.225.6165

202.258.3258 (cell)
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: Reversing the Government Spending Spree
Date: Monday, March 07, 2011 8:43:23 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                                      March 7, 2011

 
Reversing the Government Spending Spree

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 
A government shutdown has been averted.  For now.  Harry Reid and Senate Democrats were poised to close the government
rather than accept House Republicans' plan to cut $100 billion from the remaining months of the 2011 budget.  The House GOP
majority remained firm in our conviction that spending must be reduced and passed a short-term version of our original
legislation.  Rather than cutting $100 billion over 7 months, this bill cuts $4 billion over two weeks.  Although the Senate agreed to
the temporary bill, we will have to fight for spending cuts all over again before the bill expires March 18.
 
Listening to Democrats' rhetoric as they resist each and every spending cut proposal, it may seem as if the spending levels in
question have been in place for decades, and that the programs connected to them can't possibly survive being funded at lower
levels.  Americans might be surprised to learn that the republic managed to carry on as recently as 2007 with just a $161 billion
deficit.  The $1.5 trillion deficit we have now is the product of the spending explosion that took place under just four years of
Democratic control.  It is entirely realistic and necessary to get spending back to pre-stimulus levels.  But we need the cooperation
of the Democratically controlled Senate and White House.
 
In addition to the short-term spending cuts, the House also recently passed the Small Business Paperwork Mandate Elimination
Act.  This legislation repeals a burdensome provision of Obamacare requiring small businesses and rental property owners to file an
IRS Form-1099 for any vendor with which they have more than $600 in yearly transactions.  The bill reduces the deficit by $166
million in the first 10 years, cuts federal spending by $20 billion over ten years and reduces taxes by $19.7 billion. 
 
Repealing this mandate will save businesses untold hours and dollars completing paperwork for every transaction of $600 or
more.   An IRS ombudsman estimated the 1099 provision would hit 40 million businesses, including 26 million sole proprietors, and
cautioned that "small businesses that lack the capacity to track customer purchases may lose customers, leaving the economy with
more large national vendors and less local competition."  Translation: small businesses could go under just from the costs of
complying with this one obscure provision of the health care law.
 
The 1099 provision is a perfect example of the many ways President Obama's economic policies burden small businesses and stifle
job growth.  I've received numerous complaints from Oklahomans about the cost increases and paperwork headaches created by
this onerous Obamacare regulation.  Repealing it will remove a significant barrier to economic growth and job creation.
 
With the spending cuts and 1099 repeal, congressional Republicans continue to make progress on the priorities voiced by the
American people, while liberals in Washington work to preserve the unsustainable status quo.  House Republicans have
demonstrated that we are committed to cutting spending and keeping the government running.  Now Harry Reid and Senate
Democrats must decide whether to work with us or to fight the spending cuts demanded by the American people.
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
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Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: Obamacare One Year Later
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 10:32:21 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                                    March 28, 2011

 
Obamacare One Year Later
By: Congressman Tom Cole

 
 
Last week marked the one-year anniversary of the passage of Obamacare into law, and opposition among the nation's employers
remains as strong as ever.  Nancy Pelosi's infamous comment that Congress would "have to pass the bill so that we find out what is
in it" underscores the fact that the more job creators learn about it, the more they dislike it.
 
Even business leaders who originally supported Obamacare now publically oppose it.  The latest is Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz,
who was one of a group of business leaders consulted by the White House.  In a recent interview, Schultz commented that he
"was very supportive of the president's plan" last year but now believes that "under the current guidelines, the pressure on small
businesses, because of the mandate, is too great."
 
Small business leaders agree.  A Maryland bowling alley operator recently announced plans to cut its number of full-time
employees in order to limit the damage of Obamacare's requirement that businesses with at least 50 employees must comply with
the law's expensive coverage mandates or face fines of $2000 per employee.  As one company official said, "We can either
continue to grow at a fast rate and create an enormous amount of jobs or we can bear the cost of this health care bill and pay for
all this insurance.  But we cannot do both.”
 
Those concerns are echoed by a Fort Lauderdale small business owner, who vowed to "stay below 50 employees no matter what,
because that's the threshold where health care reform's employer mandate kicks in."  The company president explained to
reporters that he simply can't afford the kind of coverage required by Obamacare.
 
In countless examples just like these, employers are stating as plainly as possible that the health care law is the enemy of job
creation.  Considering that we've spent almost two years now with an unemployment rate near or above 9 percent, it defies
comprehension that the president and his party continue to support a law that directly raises costs for each new employee. 
President Obama pushed through a $787 billion stimulus package that failed to reduce unemployment, but he refuses to consider
canceling one of the single biggest barriers to job creation: his health care law.
 
House Republicans passed a total repeal of the law as one of our first orders of business this year.  On a subsequent spending bill,
we approved nine separate amendments to prevent funds necessary to implement the policy.  Both of these measures died in the
Democratically controlled Senate.  But we remain undeterred.  The committees with jurisdiction over Obamacare have held 13
hearings so far to explore ways to block and create sensible alternatives to various aspects of the law, and we have successfully
repealed the burdensome Form 1099 reporting requirements that promised a costly paperwork nightmare for small businesses.
 
The No. 1 comment I hear from constituents continues to be "repeal Obamacare."  I can assure Oklahomans that, one year after
its passage, Republicans continue fighting on every front to do just that.
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
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Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 9:33:16 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                                   August 20, 2012

 
Medicare Myths Mask Real Threats

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 
You know election season must be in full swing when "Mediscare" accusations start flying.  Unfortunately, the heated
rhetoric obscures the most relevant and startling point of all: Medicare will go bankrupt by 2024.  This is not
speculation or a partisan claim; it is a fact documented in this year's annual report from the Medicare and Social
Security Trustees.
 
Rather than confront this reality and communicate honestly with the American people about options to save the vital
program, the Obama campaign has chosen the time-honored tradition of sowing fear and division. 
 
The scare tactics this year are even more outrageous now that Mitt Romney has selected as his running mate a
congressman who has actually put forward a plan to reform Medicare.  As chairman of the House Budget Committee,
Rep. Paul Ryan has a responsibility to develop a budget plan that reduces our $1 trillion yearly deficits and $15 trillion
total debt.  This urgent task simply cannot be accomplished without addressing the almost two-thirds of federal
spending consumed by entitlement programs, and Ryan's budget blueprint acknowledges this fact. 
 
The structural reforms proposed by Ryan would modernize the almost 50-year-old Medicare system, reduce costs,
and give patients more choice and control.  In Ryan's words, the reforms would provide "more help for the poor and
the sick and less help for the wealthy."  There would be no changes in benefits for those age 55 or older.  One of the
most recent reform proposals is named the Ryan/Wyden plan because it was written with liberal Oregon Senator Ron
Wyden.
 
It's hard to believe this bipartisan, reasonable plan is the same one Democrats claim will "end Medicare as we know it"
-- a slogan so false that independent fact-checking organization PolitiFact named it 2011's "Lie of the Year."  However,
the reliance on the fabrication becomes more understandable when President Obama's own record on Medicare is
examined.  Instead of leading on this crucial issue by proposing specific reforms like Ryan's plan does, the president
would empower 15 unelected bureaucrats to cut Medicare.  With no requirement to answer either to Congress or the
American people, this Independent Payment Advisory Board would be completely unaccountable and its actions
virtually irreversible. 
 
President Obama and his supporters also try to obscure the fact that he cut $716 billion from Medicare to pay for
Obamacare.  They argue that the cuts come from payments to health care providers, not directly to benefits. 
Considering the primary function of Medicare benefits is to pay physicians for medical care, this is hardly much of a
distinction.  Regardless of the terminology, the policy has the potential to significantly decrease quality of care for
seniors.  According to the Washington Post, a recently released study found a direct link between provider payment
rates and quality of care.  Economists examining the effects of Medicare cuts enacted in 1997 found that "every $1,000

21479

mailto:Jocelyn.Rogers@mail.house.gov
mailto:Jocelyn.Rogers@mail.house.gov
http://www.cole.house.gov/


in lost Medicare was associated with 6 to 8 percent increase in mortality rates" at the surveyed hospitals.  The
researchers concluded that "hospitals with bigger cuts were more likely to scale back staffing, especially among
nurses." 
 
These facts may be alarming, but saving Medicare requires a serious debate based on facts, not distortions.  The real
threat to Medicare is maintaining the status quo.
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: Government Builds Obstacles to Business Growth
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:27:38 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                            July 30, 2012

 
Government Builds Obstacles to Business Growth

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 
"It's now easier to start a business in Slovenia, Estonia and Hungary — three former Iron Curtain countries — than in
America."  That's the conclusion reached by the editors of Investors Business Daily in response to a study measuring
the regulatory hurdles confronting entrepreneurs around the globe.  According to statistics compiled by the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), even liberal Canada requires fewer procedures to
start a new business than American entrepreneurs face. 
 
The explosion of federal regulations under the Obama administration is undeniable.  For each of the president's
misguided policies that have become law, there are thousands of accompanying regulations that cost billions of dollars
and millions of hours of paperwork to enforce.  Obamacare is one of the biggest offenders, mandating regulations that
will impose an estimated $17 billion and 59 million annual hours of paperwork on the private sector, as well as $7.2
billion in extra costs to the states.  According to The Economist, "the number of federally mandated categories of
illness and injury for which hospitals may claim reimbursement will rise from 18,000 to 140,000."  The regulation-
writing bureaucrats have displayed their usual skill for the ridiculous, developing "nine codes relating to injuries
caused by parrots, and three relating to burns from flaming water skis."
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is another major culprit, completing or proposing 257 new regulations just
in 2011. 
 
It's not just the number of new regulations but the excessively high cost.  More than 400 regulations considered under
the Obama administration would cost the economy an estimated $100 million or more.  Costly enough to earn the
designation "economically significant," these regulations stifle economic growth and job creation -- especially for small
businesses.  A study released by the Small Business Administration found that regulatory costs per employee are 36
percent higher for small businesses than for larger companies. 
 
To relieve the regulatory stranglehold on the job market, House Republicans recently passed the Red Tape Reduction
and Small Business Job Creation Act.  This legislation would freeze all economically significant regulations until the
unemployment rate drops to 6 percent while increasing transparency in the regulatory process and giving businesses
greater access to participate in the development of new regulations that affect their industries. 
 
The bill also includes several reforms that were recommended by President Obama's own Jobs Council, such as the
provision to streamline the approval process for federal construction projects.  According to the U. S. Chamber of
Commerce, there are more than 350 energy projects currently held up by government red tape.  The Chamber
estimates that removing unnecessary regulatory obstacles could "generate a $1.1 trillion short-term boost to the
economy and create 1.9 million jobs annually during construction, plus $145 billion in economic benefits and 791,000
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jobs during operations once the projects are built."
 
For a president on record as believing that the government plays a primary role in building businesses, Obama's
administration has certainly done all it can to make it difficult for businesses to thrive.   One need only consider the 41
straight months of 8 percent or higher unemployment and the dismal 1.5 percent GDP growth rate to determine how
well these anti-business policies are working.
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: Democrats Still Not Serious about Spending
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 11:20:50 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                   February 28, 2011

 
Democrats Still Not Serious about Spending

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 

 
Media reports may try to suggest otherwise, but the responsibility of avoiding a potential government shutdown rests entirely with
Harry Reid and the Senate Democrats. 
 
House Republicans have already passed legislation to keep the government functioning past the March 4 deadline, when the
current funding measure expires.  In one of the most open debate processes in years, the House recently spent 60 hours debating
the continuing resolution to fund government operations, considering about 100 amendments of the initial 580 offered.  As the
Wall Street Journal stated, "It has been eons since the nation's elected representatives have had to study harder, debate with such
earnestness, or commit themselves so publicly."  Both Republicans and Democrats had the opportunity to offer amendments --
which, the Journal also noted -- is "a courtesy Speaker Nancy Pelosi never extended" to Republicans during Democratic control of
the House.
 
The process was instructive, revealing very clearly which party wants to reduce spending.  Republicans repeatedly introduced
amendments focused on spending cuts while Democrats consistently argued to keep wasteful spending in place. 
 
By the time the final legislation was passed in the early morning hours of February 19, we had cut $100 billion from President
Obama's budget request for fiscal year 2011.  The House passed my amendment to cancel public funding of presidential
campaigns, saving $38 million this year.  Overall, the 67 amendments that were approved reflect the priorities and values of the
American people and recognize that we must even cut worthwhile programs in order to alleviate our crushing debt. 
 
In addition to passing nine amendments to deny funding for implementation of the fiscally disastrous and burdensome Obamacare
regulations, we also voted to cut spending for the EPA's Greenhouse Gas Registry, the "United States Institute of Peace," National
Endowment for the Arts, and the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program, which used $4.5 million in taxpayer money to
support performing arts and exhibitions in Washington, D.C. -- hardly a pressing national need.  We also approved an amendment
to cancel federal funding for Planned Parenthood and its affiliates.
 
Despite the record-breaking $1.5 trillion deficit and $14 trillion debt, the Obama White House threatened to veto the spending
cuts while Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid and other Senate Democrats rejected the legislation out of hand and issued
proposals to keep spending at current levels.  This position is decidedly at odds with the American people.  According to a recent
USA Today poll, 62 percent of Americans prefer spending cuts equal to or even greater than those Republicans approved. 
 
In the face of Democrats' refusal to consider cutting $100 billion from the $3.5 trillion budget for 2011, House Republican
leadership introduced a temporary funding bill to keep the government open through March 18 while cutting $4 billion.  Senator
Reid initially rejected that measure before it had even been completed, then issued a lukewarm reaction -- possibly in
consideration of surveys finding that 60 percent of the American people want to avoid a government shutdown.  Curiously, a
National Journal survey of congressional insiders -- including current members of Congress -- shows that 56 percent of Democrats
believe a shutdown will benefit their party. 
 
The prospect of a government shutdown will return with the expiration of each temporary funding agreement, and the
unwillingness of Senate Democrats to cut spending has not been encouraging.  Regardless of whether their seeming eagerness for
a shutdown is due to cynical political calculation or devotion to wasteful spending, the facts show a Democratic party woefully out
of step with the American people and dangerously unserious about the growing fiscal crisis.
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: America at Fiscal Crossroads
Date: Monday, June 11, 2012 11:28:43 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                            June 11, 2012

 
America at Fiscal Crossroads
By: Congressman Tom Cole

 
Month after month, Americans continue to be pummeled with bad economic news.  The dismal employment reports
and sobering economic outlooks released in the past few days maintain the unfortunate trend. 
 
The May jobs report from the Department of Labor marks 40 straight months of unemployment above 8 percent.  The
real unemployment rate is actually 14.8 percent when those who can't find full-time work or have given up looking for
a job are factored in, making for a labor participation rate near a 32-year low.  That statistic represents more than 23
million Americans who are struggling in a stagnant economy.
 
Other economic indicators are equally discouraging.  The number of new business start-ups is as a 17-year low, while
the number of Americans on food stamps is at an all-time high. 
 
The bad employment news was followed a few days later by an updated economic outlook report from the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO).  As usual, the CBO analysis paints a grim picture of every aspect of our
economy. 
 
According to the latest CBO projections, government spending as a share of the economy will increase by almost 53
percent by 2037.  Once again, CBO makes clear that the spending growth is driven by mandatory spending on
entitlement programs.  By 2025, spending on entitlements plus interest on the national debt will consume 100 percent
of revenues.  Contrary to White House claims that Obamacare will save money, the report indicates that mandatory
health care expenditures will increase by 93 percent over the next 25 years.
 
Tax increases are definitely not the solution.  The CBO report warns that even if  “additional tax revenues were
generated by boosting marginal tax rates, those higher rates would discourage people from working and saving,
further reducing output and income.”
 
The bottom line remains the same:  Unless Congress and the White House enact serious debt reduction measures, the
nation will continue to drift toward disaster.  The CBO describes the consequences of "a sudden fiscal crisis, during
which investors would lose confidence in the government’s ability to manage its budget and the government would
thereby lose its ability to borrow at affordable rates.”  Interest rate payments on the debt are already projected to
consume 9.5 percent of the economy by 2037.  When our creditors inevitably lose patience with the growing debt,
increased interest rates can plunge our economy into catastrophe overnight.
 
President Obama's solution to the latest round of bad news was to call a press conference to demand that Republicans
in Congress “explain to the American people” why we haven't passed his jobs plan.  The answer is simple: House
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Republicans have already passed over 30 jobs bills.  A more relevant question is why have the president and his
majority in the Senate failed to act on the vast majority of the jobs bills, along with the numerous budget-balancing
plans the House has approved? 
 
If the Democratic Senate and White House had agreed to the responsible spending reforms House Republicans have
been passing for months, the fiscal outlook could already be improving.   Instead of steadily deteriorating projections,
each new economic report could be cause for relief.
 
It's almost hard to imagine, but headlines announcing booming job growth, shrinking deficits, and financially stable
health and retirement programs could be a reality.  With some cooperation and political courage in Washington, we
can change the economic trajectory from peril to prosperity.
 
 

###
 
 
Jocelyn Rogers

Press Secretary

Congressman Tom Cole (OK-04)

2458 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

202.225.6165

202.258.3258 (cell)
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From: Rogers, Jocelyn
To: Rogers, Jocelyn
Subject: Congressman Cole"s Column: "Affordable Care Act" Anything but Affordable
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 10:59:18 AM

 
For Immediate Release:                                                                            July 2, 2012

 
"Affordable Care Act" Anything but Affordable

By: Congressman Tom Cole
 
"We do not consider whether the Act embodies sound policies. That judgment is entrusted to the Nation's elected
leaders."
 
While I respectfully disagree with its ruling, the Supreme Court did get one thing right: It is up to Congress and the
American people to determine whether Obamacare is good policy.  Writing on behalf of the slim 5-4 majority of
justices who found the Affordable Care Act constitutional, Chief Justice John Roberts emphasized the limits of the
Court's jurisdiction. Had the justices been tasked to rule on the merits, they might well have come to the same
conclusion as many Americans: Obamacare is not the right solution to make health care more affordable and
accessible.   
 
In fact, nonpartisan studies have shown that between 3 and 5 million Americans will actually lose their employer-
provided coverage each year from 2019 through 2022.  Many will also lose their jobs because Obamacare imposes
such high costs on employers.  According to a study conducted by the National Federation of Independent Businesses,
Obamacare will cost 125,000 to 249,000 private sector jobs by 2021, and 59 percent of those jobs will come from
small businesses.
 
Forcing millions of Americans off of their private insurance and into government-run health care exchanges may be
President Obama's definition of increasing access, but the rest of us think it sounds an awful lot like the nationalized
health care that is helping to bankrupt Europe.
 
The so-called "Affordable Care Act" also includes hundreds of billions of dollars' worth of tax increases disguised as
"fees" and "penalties."  At least dimly aware that forcing through a new $1 trillion entitlement program during a
recession might not go over well, the bill's authors attempted to mask the true cost of Obamacare by a host of taxes
on medical device manufacturers, drug producers and importers, health insurance providers and individual health care
consumers.
 
The biggest new tax of all is the individual mandate, which forces all Americans to purchase health insurance or pay a
penalty to the government.  Although President Obama stated repeatedly during the initial Obamacare debate that the
individual mandate is not a tax, the Supreme Court ruled definitively that it is.  Furthermore, it is a tax that will fall
disproportionately on middle class families.  According to the Congressional Budget Office and the Joint Committee on
Taxation, a full 75 percent or more of the mandate costs will fall on individuals earning less than $60,000 per year and
on families earning less than $120,000.  All in all, Obamacare will raise taxes by at least $675 billion over the next 10
years, according to analysis by the nonpartisan Joint Committee on Taxation.
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Regardless of the Supreme Court decision, Obamacare remains a deeply flawed, unpopular and and damaging law
that raises insurance costs, decreases health care access, forces millions of Americans into government-run health
care and hurts the economy.  House Republicans will vote on July 11 to repeal this misguided law.  Motivated to
prevent the government overreach exemplified by Obamacare, the American people voted in 2010 for small
government.  Their choices in 2012 can ensure the law is fully repealed before further damage is inflicted on our
economy and health care system.
 
 
 

###
 
 
 
Jocelyn Rogers

Press Secretary

Congressman Tom Cole (OK-04)

2458 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

202.225.6165

202.258.3258 (cell)
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Congressman Frank Lucas Reacts to Supreme Court’s Decision to Uphold ObamaCare 

 

Washington D.C. – Congressman Frank Lucas today made the following statement after the Supreme 
Court of the United States reached the decision to uphold President Obama’s, Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act, commonly referred to as ObamaCare.  
 
“I am disappointed by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the president’s health care law,” said 
Lucas. “Americans have spoken loudly in opposition to this unworkable law, and it is discouraging the 
court has found it constitutional. Families should have the freedom to make their own health care 
decisions, and ObamaCare takes that freedom away, while in-turn costing our nation trillions of dollars 
without addressing our health care problems.  
 
“I will continue to work with my colleagues in the House of Representatives to fully repeal the law and 
enact reforms to our nation’s health care system that protect Americans’ access to health care. We 
need to refocus our efforts to make efficient and cost effective changes to the system, while also 
ensuring health care treatments are never rationed by government officials.” 
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From: Swanson, Randy
To: Swanson, Randy
Subject: Congressman Lankford Teleforum on Healthcare -- Thursday evening
Date: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 4:51:49 PM

Greetings, friends – Please view the note below from Congressman Lankford.  If you are a resident of Oklahoma’s

Fifth Congressional District, we’d love to have you join our live teleforum this Thursday evening, following the

Supreme Court’s ruling on Obamacare. 

Read on, and  click on the hyperlink below to get on our call list for this important telephone townhall. 

Regards --

RS

BY THE WAY…Are you on our official Facebook page?  If not, visit REP. JAMES LANKFORD and LIKE our page. 

You’ll get regular updates right from the Congressman, and get a glimpse into his daily activities in DC.

No matter where you live…LIKE it now!

If you are having trouble viewing this message or would like to share it on a social network, you can view
the message online.

HOME     ABOUT     HOW CAN I HELP YOU?     LEGISLATIVE WORK

Banner

Dear Constituent of the Fifth District of Oklahoma,

On Thursday, June 28, 2012 at 6:30 PM Central, I will be conducting a telephone town hall on the
Supreme Court’s decision of the President’s healthcare law.  The Supreme Court is expected to
release its ruling on the constitutionality of the law that morning, and I wanted to give my
constituents an opportunity to discuss the ruling and for me to answer any questions you may
have.

On all of our previous tele-townhalls, we have randomly dialed constituents from across the Fifth
District of Oklahoma to participate in the call.  But if you are specifically interested in this issue, I
want to make sure we dial your number.

During the call you can choose to simply listen, or you can request the opportunity to ask a
question and speak with me live. It’s up to you.  Thank you for your interest, and I look forward to
discussing this important decision with you on Thursday night.

To make sure I call your number, sign up here.

In God We Trust,

James Lankford
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

subscribe

e-mail me

flickr

Washington DC Office
509 Cannon House Office

Washington,  DC 20515

ph. (202)  225-2132

Oklahoma City Office
1015 N. Broadway Suite

310 Oklahoma City, OK 73102

ph: 405-234-9900
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Connie Hestily commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s status
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 9:15:02 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Connie Hestily commented on Governor Mary Fallin's status.

Connie wrote: "We need to refuse the Obamacare bribe money and refuse to
allow big Insurance and big Hospital powers to push us into Obamacare. We
need to stand tough with all the other states who are refusing to have their
healthcare ran by Health and Human services. Govenor Fallin needs to
remember that 2/3rds of the Oklahomans that voted her into office did so in
order to stop Obamacare in Oklahoma. Many states including Alabama,
Montana, Wyoming, Ohio etc have voted to refuse to let the Federal
government force their residents into buying insurance. Obamacare is a
disaster for our Country and our state. No exchanges."

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this status. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Michael Cannon
To: Michael F. Cannon
Subject: Conservatives" Last Legal Option To Invalidate Obamacare | The New Republic
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 12:48:07 AM

http://www.tnr.com/blog/plank/104511/challenge-obamacare-conservative

Conservatives' Last Legal
Option to Invalidate
Obamacare
If Republicans take the White House and both chambers of Congress in
November, there’s a good chance they will repeal most, if not all, of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. But after yesterday’s
Supreme Court ruling, the law is safe from legal challenges, right? Not
so fast. We may see one more last-ditch conservative effort to gut a
major portion of the law.

Right now, there are small challenges to Obamacare that are making
their ways through the courts. A 2010 suit is challenging the law’s cost-
controlling review board (AKA “death panels”); another takes on the
provision that Catholic institutions, like other employers, must provide
birth control and other doctrinally verboten services to their
employees. Neither of these, along with other smaller efforts, would do
much to mess with the main intent of the law: to provide insurance to
the uninsured.  

But Michael Cannon of the Cato Institute, and Jonathan Adler of Case
Western Reserve University, who are Obamacare critics, argue that a
much more consequential challenge is not only possible, but inevitable.
Cannon and Adler's case deals with the law's employer mandate, which
stipulates that businesses of 50 or more employees must provide health
benefits to their employees, or pay a penalty. They're not arguing that
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such a mandate is unconstitutional. Rather, they contend that in
certain cases, the text of the law does not permit the federal
government to levy such a penalty on stingy employers.

Here's why: The employer mandate--the thing that's keeping the
Walmarts of the world in line--is conditional upon the existence of tax
credits and subsidies that are administered through state-run
insurance exchanges (marketplaces that will allow state residents to
shop comparatively for insurance; without the subsidies, insurance
would remain too expensive for many people.) Right now, however,
since several states are refusing to create those exchanges, the federal
government has decided to create the exchanges on their behalf.

It's here that the problem arises. Cannon and Adler argue that the law
doesn't permit the federal government, through those exchanges, to
administer the subsidies and tax credits that are currently required of
the states. And if the creation of federally-run exchanges would make it
illegal to provide any subsidies at all, they argue that it would also be
illegal for the government to penalize employers who refuse to provide
adequate health benefits in those states.

Cannon and Adler explain their admittedly complex argument in a
recent Op-Ed:

The Act's "employer mandate" taxes employers up to $3,000
per employee if they fail to offer required health benefits. But
that tax kicks in only if their employees receive tax credits or
subsidies to purchase a health plan through a state-run
insurance "exchange."

This 2,000-page law is complex. But in one respect the
statute is clear: Credits are available only in states that create
an exchange themselves. The federal government might create
exchanges in states that decline, but it cannot offer credits
through its own exchanges. And where there can be no
credits, there is nothing to trigger that $3,000 tax.
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So, if their argument stands, those states that refuse to implement
exchanges could effectively subvert huge portions of the law: Not only
would many low-income residents of those states not be able to afford
insurance, but employers would be free of the mandate to cover their
employees. 

But would the argument hold up in court?

Timothy Jost of Washington and Lee University School of Law says
that due to a simple "drafting error" it’s unclear whether the text of the
law grants the federal government the ability to provide subsidies
through these exchanges. (It fully intended it to.) And in such cases—
ones that deal with textual interpretation rather than constitutionality
—the Supreme Court usually defers to the administration implementing
the law. In this case, assuming a Democratic administration is in
power, Obamacare would stand.

But even if the case ever made it to the Supreme Court, says Jost, he’s
skeptical the federal government will even need to set up its own
insurance exchanges. By the time it got there, Jost says, “states will
have realized that they are better off doing the exchanges themselves,
and there will be few federal exchanges left.”

Still, one expert takes the case more seriously. “It’s fairly decent textual
case,” says Kevin Outterson, a professor at Boston University Law
School, and health care blogger for The Incidental Economist. And if it
stood, he says, the consequences could be disastrous. Outterston, using
data from the Kaiser Family Foundation, estimates that as many as six
million people would be denied insurance, assuming fifteen or so states
opt-out of the insurance exchanges. From an email:

“Let's assume (NOT predict) the former Confederate states + Arizona
refuse [state subsidies.] They have a total of 6.182 million uninsured
residents between 139% and 399% Federal Poverty Line (i.e., eligible
for subsidies in the exchanges).  Not all of these would have been
insured even with perfect exchanges, but that puts an upper boundary
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on the number.”

There’s no challenge brewing now, and experts like Tim Jost don’t
think the case has legs. That may be heartening to some liberals, but
it’s exactly what everyone said when Randy Barnett and other
libertarian legal thinkers began dreaming up unorthodox challenges to
the Affordable Care Act two years ago.

Tyrannis delenda est. 

21496

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/27/us/randy-barnetts-pet-cause-end-of-health-law-hits-supreme-court.html


A Conservative's Understanding of SB 1629 
SB 1629 adapts Insure Oklahoma into a free-market health insurance marketplace. It is 

designed to STOP the federal government from imposing a single-payer exchange on the 

state - the goal of Obama, as well as national and Oklahoma Democrats. 

Under current law (which we conservatives all hope is overturned by the Supreme Court) if a 

state has not substantially started implementing a web-based marketplace by Jan. 2013, the 

federal government will IMPOSE an exchange on Oklahoma and charge us for doing so. 

By passing SB 1629 we put up a roadblock to a federal government takeover. 

Given that our legislative session will be over prior to the Supreme Court ruling, we are in 

the final months of being able to control our own destiny. 

It was right to return the $54 million. It had too many strings attached to it. Now, 

Oklahoma can develop its own system to meet our needs. 

Voting YES on SB 1629 Will: 

• Expand on Insure 

Oklahoma, a marketplace that already has 22 

insurance companies and more than 400 plans 

offered. 

• Protect the role of 

insurance agents and their relationships with 

consumers. 

• Sustain a free-

• 

market for insurance outside of the formal 

marketplace. 

Move the 

marketplace out of the Medicaid agency and 

restrict the expansion of this "entitlement." 

• Oklahoma 

legislators still retain ability to expand, decrease 

or deny mandate expansion. 

• Same concept as 

the Utah model. Utah was based on Insure 

Oklahoma. 

SUPPORTERS OF SB 1629 CONCEPT 

U.S. Senator Tom Coburn 

More than 40 Statewide Organizations such as: 

NFIB-Oklahoma; The State Chamber 

Association of Independent Insurance Agents; 

Daily Oklahoman 

Voting NO on SB 1629 Will: 

• Lead to a federal 

government imposition of an exchange that will 

likely have only ONE plan and push people 

toward a single payer system. 

• Eliminate the role of insurance agents and 

replace with "navigators" - potentially 

untrained "community organizers." 

• Possibly eliminate the ability to purchase health 

insurance outside of the federal exchange . 

• Be used by federal bureaucrats to expand 

Medicaid and other social programs. 

• Decisions about insurance options & mandates 

decided by unelected D.C. bureaucrats. 

• Will take the form desired by Obama. 

OPPONENTS OF SB 1629 CONCEPT 

Obama Supporter Senator Connie Johnson 

Democrat Minority Leader Senator Sean Burrage 

The Tulsa World 
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WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON? 

Nov 17 2011 

Dr. Coburn Supports State-Based Health 
Insurance Exchanges 
Dr. Coburn supports state-based efforts to create free-market, voluntary health insurance exchanges that 
encourage transparency, consumer choice, and individual control. 

To view full article, go to: http://www.coburn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2011/11/dr. coburn supports state
based health insurance exchanges 

Publication:The Oklahoman;Date:Dec 11, 2011 ;Scction:Opinion;Page Numbcr:22A 

OUR VIEWS I LEGISLATURE WILL BE FACED WITH DECISION 

State-crafted exchange 
beats having feds decide 

http://archive.newsok.com/Repository/ml.asp?Re 
f=RE9LLziwMTEvMTivMTEjQXIwMjiwMA%3D%3D&Mode=Gif&Locale=english-skin 

The Two Democrat Senators who Voted Against SB 1629 
The Oklahoman, Feb. 28, 2012 

Two Democrats cast the only votes against the measure. 
Sen. Constance Johnson, D-Oklahoma City, said she supports the federal health care law and 

wants it implemented in the state. 
Sen. Sean Burrage, D-Claremore, said he was troubled by the bill's intentional violation of a federal 

law. 
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"If I had been in the U.S. Congress, I don't know how I would have voted on Obamacare, but I'll tell 
you this: It's the law now," Burrage said. 
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Constituent calls/letters, week ending 12 7 12
Date: Friday, December 07, 2012 10:51:13 AM

Letters
1-anti-rattlesnake roundup/cruelty
1-help me end charges against my ‘partner’
1-need mandatory scoliosis screenings for children
 
Calls
1-retired state employee living in Az, thinks hospital is committing fraud against his insurance.
Referred to OKC
1-help with warrant/pardon issue. Referred to OKC
1- Ok state dir of fair tax wants to talk to the Governor/staff. Referred to OKC
1- appreciative of denying obamacare/exchange.
1-federal issue; referred to federal office
1-municipal issue; referred to City
1-info on state agency, what “information” do they have on file for her-gave her the department’s
general contact info
1-nutiritional medicine would end government medicine/Obamacare 
1-locate 2012 christmas ornament-referred her to OKC
1- Indians will own the state soon/against Fair Meadows closing down, the way they’re doing it is
wrong. Just wanted to leave a comment
1-wants to work but on unemployment; OESC told her she’s too old at 50 to get a job. –referred to
OKC
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

fil!aa[Qroru;:ncoo~oemro~k· ••• on behalf of Aaron Coooer 
Keili McEwen 

constituent emails 
Friday, April 01, 201110:19:14 AM 

I figured out how to forward them all at the same time. Most deal with SB 865 (gun 
bill) but I noticed a few are HB 2130 (exchanges) related. 

Forwarded conversation 
Subject: Mary Fallin for Governor: Contact Us 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at8:22 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

The following information was recently submitted on the Mary Fallin for Governor 
Contact Us form: 

Name: melvin 
Email: 
Phone: 

During the governor campaign I reserved passing judgment and had a doubtful 
feeling in my stomach about your true conservatism, but I voted for you anyway. 
Now that the time has come for you to be a true conservative, YOU have shown 
your true political side by even thinking about bringing any form of goverment 
health care to Oklahoma. SHAME on you. Don't take the money, send it back. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:25 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

I urge you to sign SB 856. 

Thanks 
bp 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:27 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Brendan Lamberth 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into law. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:28 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Adam Cheek 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please pass SB 856 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:34 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Kenneth Rose 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB856 into law. Thanks, Kenneth Rose 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:37 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Jerod W. Waters 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support the legislation proposed. As a law following gun owner, it is vital to 
my future that the rules are followed. Deceptive acts cannot mandate the future for 
gun owners. Thank you in advance for signing SB 856. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:57 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Mark Lazzara 
Email: 
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Phone: 

As you probably already know SB 856 has passed the house today by a 95 - 0 vote. 
I would like for you to sign this bill as soon as possible. 
Keep up the good work, 
Mark Lazzara 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:58 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Richard Sitton 
Email: 
Phone: 

We have 3 very good pro-second amendment bills coming your way. As a proud 
Oklahoman I hope that you will protect and enhance our gun rights. 

Thanks 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:00 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfalljn.org 

Name: Paul D. Youn 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856. Let's keep the liberal drone, Bloomberg, and his hacks the hell 
out of our state and away from our federally licensed firearm dealers! 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:00 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB856 into law. 
Thank you 
Virgil G. Fields 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:05 PM 
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To: j ason@workwjtbjws.com, brjan@workwith jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: J. W. Rock Lewis 
Email: 
Phone: 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:16 PM 
To: j ason@workwitbiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Gov. Fallin, 
I have written to you many times when you were our representative in Congress. I 
find it very concerning that you are supporting HB 2130. I really wish we could wait 
and see if Obamacare even makes it through the Supreme Court before taking 
Federal money that may tie our hands. The more Obacare is implemented the 
harder it will be to get rid of. I also urge you to sign SB 856 when it hits your desk. 
We need to take care of our Second Amendment Rights and I know you are on the 
right side of history on this one. Thanks for serving Oklahomans. 
Sincerely, 
Foy A. Boyd 

From: <info@maryfallin .org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:22 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwjth jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 

I urge you to sign SB 856 at the earliest opportunity. Thank you. 

From: <info@maryfallin .org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:35 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: John McDonald 
Email: 
Phone: 
Thank you or your support. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:36 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfalljn.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 
I am sending this to request 
that you sign into law SB 856. 

Thanking you in advance I remain your supporter. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:46 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Michael Aichele 
Email: t. 
Phone: 

Governor I'm a retired Marine Corps MGySgt, who served our country for over 22 
years. I am saddened by the increased government intrusion in our lives. I 
particularly deplore the tactics that the likes of anti-gun billionaire New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg have been using. I'm a conservative that believes in 
personal responsibility, limited government, fair and reasonable taxes, free markets, 
individual liberty, traditional American values and a strong national defense. I 
respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 "Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act" 
into law. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:55 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign the bill! 
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From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:59 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Ed Johnson 
Email: 
Phone: 

I urge you to veto HB 1442, legislation that bans embryonic stem cell in Oklahoma. I 
have lived with Type 1 diabetes for 40 years. 40 years walking a blood sugar 
tightrope 24 hours a day 7 days a week 365 days a year testing, counting 
carbohydrates and praying for no complications. I have donated thousands of 
dollars to ADA and JDRF for reasearch hoping for a cure. No cure nor prevention has 
been found. Now the regressive fundamentalist christian Mutaween Oklahoma 
Legislature wants to stop stem cell reasearch throughout the state. 
Embryonic stem cell research is conducted responsibly and ethically in this country 
and has proven to be one of the most promising areas of research in developing 
treatments and cures for type 1 diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, spinal 
cord injuries, heart diseases, ALS and other debilitating diseases and disorders. 
If enacted HB 1442 will have a drastic negative impact on Oklahoma's research and 
patient advocacy communities making recruiting scientists, biotechnology companies 
and investors more difficult and depriving Oklahomans suffering from these 
debilitating diseases and conditions the opportunity to be treated with stem cells. 
For myself, my family and the hundreds of thousands of individuals in Oklahoma 
impacted by diabetes please veto HB 1442 and ensure that this critical research can 
continue. 
Thank you for you time. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at10:12 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Samuel L DeHaas 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into law further protecting our rights to bare arms. Thank you 
for your service to this Great State! 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:50 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Donald Mercer 
Email: 
Phone: 

21506



Good Morning Governor Fallin, 

Please sign SR 856 into law. You are, probably, aware that Switzerland issues 
automatic rifles to each household, yet their violent crime rate is among the lowest 
in the world, per this link: 
http: l{www.nraila.org/Issues/FactSheets/Read .aspx ?ID= 78 

Thank you for your valuable time! 

Sincerely, 

Donald Mercer 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at10:51 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Dan Barnes 
Email: 
Phone: 

With all due respect Governor Fallin, I urge you to sign SB 856. I am looking forward 
to the comming years of your support on the 2nd amendment right to bear arms. 
An armed society is a free society and safe. 

Thank You for your time 

Dan 

From: <info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:51 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwjthjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 

I urge you to sign into law SB856. We don't need people like Bloomberg dictating 
what we Okies can or cannot do. 
Thank you 

From: <info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:52 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Milo Slater 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support SB 856. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:55 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name:~ 
Email: ........ 
Phone: 

Mrs Fallin, Please vote to pass SB856. I voted for you for I have met you and your 
mother and have great respect for you. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:56 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Dear governor please sign sb856 into law. thank you for your time. troy cross 

From: <info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at11:19 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwjthjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Kevin D Dill 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign sb856 into law. I am a member of the Nra and a CHL holder. I believe 
100 percent in our right to own and bare arms as the Constitution states and I 
believe it is one of the things that Keeps us the Great Nation we are. Kevin D Dill 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at11: 19 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: TIMOTHY BILBY 
Email: 
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Phone: 

Thankyou Governor Fallen 
for protecting our Gun rights in the state of Oklahoma. 
I also ask you to pass SB 856 
into law. This way out side agencies, 
out of state agencies,( also cannot come into our homes and seaze our weapons.) If 
we comment crimes thats understandable. If we're law abiding it's agaisnt our 2nd 
ammendment. I thankyou 
for your honor of our great Nation in our Holy God of all men and our King and Holy 
God who is Son, Jesus Christ . 
God Bless You and your Family. Sincerely, Timothy Bilby 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at11:30 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfal lin.org 

Name: Hank Heck 
Email: 
Phone: 

I urge you to sign SB856 into law. Thank you. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 11:40 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Paul and Freda Arabie 
Email: 
Phone: 
Thank you very muc 

Paul And Freda Arabie 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 11:47 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please Sign into law SB856 Thank You ! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
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Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 12:00 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 into law. thank you 

From: < info@maryfal lin.org > 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 1:02 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: David Atlee 
Email : 
Phone: 
Thank You. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 1:03 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email : 
Phone: 

It is highly appreciated that your 
stance on NRA issues and the 
Second Amemdment is one of 
support. God Bless You. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 1:23 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Scott Jacobs 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please Sign SB 856 into Law I strongly agree with this Bill. thank you 

From: <info@maryfallin .org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 2:26 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Richard Pro het 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin 

I earnestly ask and expect you to timely sign SB 856 into law. 

Sincere regards, 

Richard Prophet 
Tecumseh Road, Grady County 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 2:58 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Bill Fiaccone 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 

Thank you!! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 4:06 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Tim Odum 
Email: 
Phone: 

Gov. Fallin, 

Please sign SB 856 into law. 

Thank you, 

T. Odum 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 4:35 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Henry Mayberry 
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Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign into law to protect gun dealers. Thank you so much!! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 4:52 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfall jn.org 

Name: Kevin 
Email : 
Phone: 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 into law. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:11 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email : 
Phone: 

Dear Governor Fallon, 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 which prevents,illegal firearm purchases in an 
effort to blame federally licensed firearm retailers for gun crime around the country. 
This has been passed unanimously through our House and Senate. 

Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:25 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfall jn.org 

Name: Nick Brinkle 
Email : 
Phone: 

Governor,Please sign the SB 856 into law 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:25 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Ga Blehm 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into law. 

Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:52 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Robert Andrews 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign bill SB 856. Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:58 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Johnn David Barnett 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support SB856! 
I would not like see Oklahoma be supportive to Mayor Bloomberg 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:01 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: dennis armer 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please, sign HB 856 . Let we the people and we the state of Oklahoma, be the flag 
ship for other states to be pleasing before our Holy Lord and cause them to want to 
come and be like us ! 
thank you 
Dennis 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
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Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:43 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Ellis Sheker 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign Senate Bill 856, the "Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act". This 
law will help to protect our Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. The 
"political leaders" in the the northeastern states think that they have the right to 
attack our right to keep and bear arms by sending their political operatives into 
other states and make purchases of firearms that they say cause their states crime 
problems. Our law would put a stop to this nonsense from the likes of NYC Mayor 
Bloomberg. 

From: <info@maryfallin .org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:50 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

thanks to the house and senate vote 95 to 0 Thursday 
Senate Bill 856 has passed. I ask you to sign this very important bill for us. Thank 
you for your continued support for our right to keep and bear arms. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:54 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: robert owers 
Email: 
Phone: 

No to anything w/Obama care please. Thank You, your voter re powers 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:56 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Dear Govenor Fallin, 
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Please sign SB856 into law. I enjoy hunting and target shooting with my family and 
it seems like every big time liberal with some money tries to limit my fun. 
I also like riding my dirt bikes with the family, keep riding areas open and don't sign 
laws banning or limiting sound from motorcycles' exhaust. 
Thank you, -Stillwater, OK 74075 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:21 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Melanie Rutherford 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 as soon as possible before a liberal judge tries to stop it. 

Thanks! 
Melanie 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:28 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please protect our legal firearms dealers by signing SB856 into law. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:49 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: John Shirk 
Email: 
Phone: 

Mary Please sign these Bills and thanks for being out Governor. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:54 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: William Coo er 
Email: 
Phone: 

Thanks 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:58 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: DENNIS MULLINS 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign: Senate Bill 856, the "Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act", 

On Thursday, March 31, the Oklahoma House of Representatives voted 95 to 0 to 
prevent deceptive, illegal gun "stings", such as those regularly conducted in other 
states by cronies of anti-gun billionaire New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 

Senate Bill 856, the ''Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act", passed 
unanimously in the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:07 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign into law SB 856. 
Thank You 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:11 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Tom Soles 
Email: 
Phone: 
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I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 into law. Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:15 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Curt Been 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support the NRA and our individual rights to keep and bear arms in 
Oklahoma. Support SB 856 by signing it into law. 
Also, please support open carry and concealed carry laws as well. WE ARE SO 
PROULD TO HAVE YOU IN OFFICE! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:23 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 
I would like to respectfully request that you pass SB 856 into law. Our country is in 
dire need of strong leaders to enforce what is GOOD for our country and our world. 
That is why I voted for you, because I believe you will keep Oklahoma protected. 
Kindest Regards, 
Donna Tyler 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:23 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Sarah Schreiner 
Email: 
Phone: 

Respectfully, I am asking you to sign Senate Bill 856. Thank you. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:30 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Lee Willis 
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Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into LAW 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:35 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfall jn.org 

Name: 
Email : 
Phone: 

As a voting resident of Oklahoma, I respectfully urge Gov. Fallin to sign SB 856 into 
law. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

fil!aa[Qroru;:ncoo~oemro~k· ••• on behalf of Aaron Coooer 
Keili McEwen 

constituent emails 
Friday, April 01, 201110:19:14 AM 

I figured out how to forward them all at the same time. Most deal with SB 865 (gun 
bill) but I noticed a few are HB 2130 (exchanges) related. 

Forwarded conversation 
Subject: Mary Fallin for Governor: Contact Us 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at8:22 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

The following information was recently submitted on the Mary Fallin for Governor 
Contact Us form: 

Name: melvin 
Email: 
Phone: 

During the governor campaign I reserved passing judgment and had a doubtful 
feeling in my stomach about your true conservatism, but I voted for you anyway. 
Now that the time has come for you to be a true conservative, YOU have shown 
your true political side by even thinking about bringing any form of goverment 
health care to Oklahoma. SHAME on you. Don't take the money, send it back. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:25 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

I urge you to sign SB 856. 

Thanks 
bp 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:27 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Brendan Lamberth 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into law. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:28 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Adam Cheek 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please pass SB 856 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:34 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Kenneth Rose 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB856 into law. Thanks, Kenneth Rose 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:37 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Jerod W. Waters 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support the legislation proposed. As a law following gun owner, it is vital to 
my future that the rules are followed. Deceptive acts cannot mandate the future for 
gun owners. Thank you in advance for signing SB 856. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:57 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Mark Lazzara 
Email: 
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Phone: 

As you probably already know SB 856 has passed the house today by a 95 - 0 vote. 
I would like for you to sign this bill as soon as possible. 
Keep up the good work, 
Mark Lazzara 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 8:58 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Richard Sitton 
Email: 
Phone: 

We have 3 very good pro-second amendment bills coming your way. As a proud 
Oklahoman I hope that you will protect and enhance our gun rights. 

Thanks 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:00 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfalljn.org 

Name: Paul D. Youn 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856. Let's keep the liberal drone, Bloomberg, and his hacks the hell 
out of our state and away from our federally licensed firearm dealers! 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:00 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB856 into law. 
Thank you 
Virgil G. Fields 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:05 PM 
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To: j ason@workwjtbjws.com, brjan@workwith jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: J. W. Rock Lewis 
Email: 
Phone: 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:16 PM 
To: j ason@workwitbiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Gov. Fallin, 
I have written to you many times when you were our representative in Congress. I 
find it very concerning that you are supporting HB 2130. I really wish we could wait 
and see if Obamacare even makes it through the Supreme Court before taking 
Federal money that may tie our hands. The more Obacare is implemented the 
harder it will be to get rid of. I also urge you to sign SB 856 when it hits your desk. 
We need to take care of our Second Amendment Rights and I know you are on the 
right side of history on this one. Thanks for serving Oklahomans. 
Sincerely, 
Foy A. Boyd 

From: <info@maryfallin .org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:22 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwjth jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 

I urge you to sign SB 856 at the earliest opportunity. Thank you. 

From: <info@maryfallin .org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:35 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: John McDonald 
Email: 
Phone: 
Thank you or your support. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:36 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfalljn.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 
I am sending this to request 
that you sign into law SB 856. 

Thanking you in advance I remain your supporter. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:46 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Michael Aichele 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor I'm a retired Marine Corps MGySgt, who served our country for over 22 
years. I am saddened by the increased government intrusion in our lives. I 
particularly deplore the tactics that the likes of anti-gun billionaire New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg have been using. I'm a conservative that believes in 
personal responsibility, limited government, fair and reasonable taxes, free markets, 
individual liberty, traditional American values and a strong national defense. I 
respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 "Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act" 
into law. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:55 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign the bill! 
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From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 9:59 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Ed Johnson 
Email: 
Phone: 

I urge you to veto HB 1442, legislation that bans embryonic stem cell in Oklahoma. I 
have lived with Type 1 diabetes for 40 years. 40 years walking a blood sugar 
tightrope 24 hours a day 7 days a week 365 days a year testing, counting 
carbohydrates and praying for no complications. I have donated thousands of 
dollars to ADA and JDRF for reasearch hoping for a cure. No cure nor prevention has 
been found. Now the regressive fundamentalist christian Mutaween Oklahoma 
Legislature wants to stop stem cell reasearch throughout the state. 
Embryonic stem cell research is conducted responsibly and ethically in this country 
and has proven to be one of the most promising areas of research in developing 
treatments and cures for type 1 diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, spinal 
cord injuries, heart diseases, ALS and other debilitating diseases and disorders. 
If enacted HB 1442 will have a drastic negative impact on Oklahoma's research and 
patient advocacy communities making recruiting scientists, biotechnology companies 
and investors more difficult and depriving Oklahomans suffering from these 
debilitating diseases and conditions the opportunity to be treated with stem cells. 
For myself, my family and the hundreds of thousands of individuals in Oklahoma 
impacted by diabetes please veto HB 1442 and ensure that this critical research can 
continue. 
Thank you for you time. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at10:12 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Samuel L DeHaas 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into law further protecting our rights to bare arms. Thank you 
for your service to this Great State! 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:50 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Donald Mercer 
Email: 
Phone: 
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Good Morning Governor Fallin, 

Please sign SR 856 into law. You are, probably, aware that Switzerland issues 
automatic rifles to each household, yet their violent crime rate is among the lowest 
in the world, per this link: 
http: l{www.nraila.org/Issues/FactSheets/Read .aspx ?ID= 78 

Thank you for your valuable time! 

Sincerely, 

Donald Mercer 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at10:51 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Dan Barnes 
Email: 
Phone: 

With all due respect Governor Fallin, I urge you to sign SB 856. I am looking forward 
to the comming years of your support on the 2nd amendment right to bear arms. 
An armed society is a free society and safe. 

Thank You for your time 

Dan 

From: <info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:51 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwjthjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 

I urge you to sign into law SB856. We don't need people like Bloomberg dictating 
what we Okies can or cannot do. 
Thank you 

From: <info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:52 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Milo Slater 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support SB 856. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:55 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name:~ 
Email: ........ 
Phone: 

Mrs Fallin, Please vote to pass SB856. I voted for you for I have met you and your 
mother and have great respect for you. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 10:56 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Dear governor please sign sb856 into law. thank you for your time. troy cross 

From: <info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at11:19 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwjthjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Kevin D Dill 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign sb856 into law. I am a member of the Nra and a CHL holder. I believe 
100 percent in our right to own and bare arms as the Constitution states and I 
believe it is one of the things that Keeps us the Great Nation we are. Kevin D Dill 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at11: 19 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: TIMOTHY BILBY 
Email: 
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Phone: 

Thankyou Governor Fallen 
for protecting our Gun rights in the state of Oklahoma. 
I also ask you to pass SB 856 
into law. This way out side agencies, 
out of state agencies,( also cannot come into our homes and seaze our weapons.) If 
we comment crimes thats understandable. If we're law abiding it's agaisnt our 2nd 
ammendment. I thankyou 
for your honor of our great Nation in our Holy God of all men and our King and Holy 
God who is Son, Jesus Christ . 
God Bless You and your Family. Sincerely, Timothy Bilby 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011at11:30 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfal lin.org 

Name: Hank Heck 
Email: 
Phone: 

I urge you to sign SB856 into law. Thank you. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 11:40 PM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Paul and Freda Arabie 
Email: 
Phone: 
Thank you very muc 

Paul And Freda Arabie 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 11:47 PM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please Sign into law SB856 Thank You ! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
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Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 12:00 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 into law. thank you 

From: < info@maryfal lin.org > 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 1:02 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: David Atlee 
Email : 
Phone: 
Thank You. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 1:03 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email : 
Phone 

It is highly appreciated that your 
stance on NRA issues and the 
Second Amemdment is one of 
support. God Bless You. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 1:23 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Scott Jacobs 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please Sign SB 856 into Law I strongly agree with this Bill. thank you 

From: <info@maryfallin .org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 2:26 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

21528



Name: Richard Pro het 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin 

I earnestly ask and expect you to timely sign SB 856 into law. 

Sincere regards, 

Richard Prophet 
Tecumseh Road, Grady County 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 2:58 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Bill Fiaccone 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 

Thank you!! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 4:06 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Tim Odum 
Email: 
Phone: 

Gov. Fallin, 

Please sign SB 856 into law. 

Thank you, 

T. Odum 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 4:35 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Henry Mayberry 

21529



Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign into law to protect gun dealers. Thank you so much!! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 4:52 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfall jn.org 

Name: Kevin 
Email : 
Phone: 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 into law. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:11 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email : 
Phone: 

Dear Governor Fallon, 

I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 which prevents,illegal firearm purchases in an 
effort to blame federally licensed firearm retailers for gun crime around the country. 
This has been passed unanimously through our House and Senate. 

Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:25 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfall jn.org 

Name: Nick Brinkle 
Email : 
Phone: 

Governor,Please sign the SB 856 into law 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:25 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith jws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: Ga Blehm 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 into law. 

Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org > 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:52 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Robert Andrews 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign bill SB 856. Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 5:58 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Johnn David Barnett 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support SB856! 
I would not like see Oklahoma be supportive to Mayor Bloomberg 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:01 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: dennis armer 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please, sign HB 856 . Let we the people and we the state of Oklahoma, be the flag 
ship for other states to be pleasing before our Holy Lord and cause them to want to 
come and be like us ! 
thank you 
Dennis 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
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Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:43 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Ellis Sheker 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign Senate Bill 856, the "Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act". This 
law will help to protect our Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. The 
"political leaders" in the the northeastern states think that they have the right to 
attack our right to keep and bear arms by sending their political operatives into 
other states and make purchases of firearms that they say cause their states crime 
problems. Our law would put a stop to this nonsense from the likes of NYC Mayor 
Bloomberg. 

From: <info@maryfallin .org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:50 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

thanks to the house and senate vote 95 to 0 Thursday 
Senate Bill 856 has passed. I ask you to sign this very important bill for us. Thank 
you for your continued support for our right to keep and bear arms. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:54 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwith iws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: robert owers 
Email: 
Phone: 

No to anything w/Obama care please. Thank You, your voter re powers 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 6:56 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Dear Govenor Fallin, 
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Please sign SB856 into law. I enjoy hunting and target shooting with my family and 
it seems like every big time liberal with some money tries to limit my fun. 
I also like riding my dirt bikes with the family, keep riding areas open and don't sign 
laws banning or limiting sound from motorcycles' exhaust. 
Thank you, ....... 
Stillwater, OK 74075 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:21 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Melanie Rutherford 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign SB 856 as soon as possible before a liberal judge tries to stop it. 

Thanks! 
Melanie 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:28 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please protect our legal firearms dealers by signing SB856 into law. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:49 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: John Shirk 
Email: 
Phone: 

Mary Please sign these Bills and thanks for being out Governor. 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:54 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 
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Name: William Coo er 
Email: 
Phone: 

Thanks 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 7:58 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: DENNIS MULLINS 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign: Senate Bill 856, the "Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act", 

On Thursday, March 31, the Oklahoma House of Representatives voted 95 to 0 to 
prevent deceptive, illegal gun "stings", such as those regularly conducted in other 
states by cronies of anti-gun billionaire New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 

Senate Bill 856, the ''Fraudulent Firearms Purchase Prevention Act", passed 
unanimously in the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:07 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please sign into law SB 856. 
Thank You 

From: <info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:11 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brjan@workwjthiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Tom Soles 
Email: 
Phone: 

21534



I respectfully urge you to sign SB 856 into law. Thank you 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:15 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Curt Been 
Email: 
Phone: 

Please support the NRA and our individual rights to keep and bear arms in 
Oklahoma. Support SB 856 by signing it into law. 
Also, please support open carry and concealed carry laws as well. WE ARE SO 
PROULD TO HAVE YOU IN OFFICE! 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:23 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithjws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Governor Fallin, 
I would like to respectfully request that you pass SB 856 into law. Our country is in 
dire need of strong leaders to enforce what is GOOD for our country and our world. 
That is why I voted for you, because I believe you will keep Oklahoma protected. 
Kindest Regards, 
Donna Tyler 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:23 AM 
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Sarah Schreiner 
Email: 
Phone: 

Respectfully, I am asking you to sign Senate Bill 856. Thank you. 

From: < info@maryfallin.org> 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:30 AM 
To: j ason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org 

Name: Lee Willis 
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Email:  
Phone:

Please sign SB 856 into LAW

----------
From: <info@maryfallin.org>
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2011 at 8:35 AM
To: jason@workwithiws.com, brian@workwithiws.com, aaron@maryfallin.org

Name:   Vicki McKay
Email:  
Phone:

As a voting resident of Oklahoma, I respectfully urge Gov. Fallin to sign SB 856 into
law.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 10:54:21 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Bostick

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Marionville

State: 
MO

Zipcode: 
65705

Subject: 
ObamaCare (Affordable Health Care)

Message: 
Kudos to all the Oklahoma state government that has the nerve to follow through
with the bill State Representative Mike Ritze from Oklahoma will be proposing that
nullifies ObamaCare. I live in Missouri. I am wishing I lived in Oklahoma. I am so
proud of you. There may be consequences. I wish I were there to participate in
paying the consequences. Perhaps my state will follow. We must draw the line and
dig in. A return to real statesmen is exciting. May God bless you and your state.
Lead the way. Do not let the DOJ intimidate you. If I can be of service, let me
know. Old fashioned American citizen. John Bostick

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 9:15:31 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joel Childress

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Glenpool

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74033

Subject: 
Senate Bill 1743

Message: 
Governor Fallin, Thank you for signing the â€œLandownerâ€™s Hunting Freedom
Act" and the Open carry bill. I am proud to have voted for you and of your actions
while in office. I will vote for you again and I will tell others to do so. PS Thank you
for sticking to Obama on the Obamacare insurance issues as well. Regards Joel
Childress Industrial Designer Zebco Brands

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

CMS form builder system 

Keili McEwen 

A user has completed the "EmailContactf orm" 

Sunday, February 19, 2012 9:38:01 AM 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form 
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of 
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If your message is an 
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at 
(405) 521-2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
chris hampton 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Arnold 

State: 
MO 

Zipcode: 
63010 

Subject: 
Repealing Obamacare now 

Message: 
I Want you To Go Read my E-mail Out Loud At all Townhall 
Meetings,events,debates Acrosss The State Of Oklahoma To Go Vote For Former 
Pennsylvania's U.S.Sen.Rick Santorum R-Great Falls,V.A.For PResident Of the United 
States Of America to Clean Up Corruption At The White House In Washington,D.C. 
in A Santorum Administration With New Leadership On tues.3-6-12 And Tues. ll-6-
12,U.S. President-2012(R)Ex Sen.Rick Santorum 10607 Cream Cup Lane,Great 
Falls,V.A.22066 www.ricksantorum.com,Please Get My Message Out To The People 
Across The State Of oklahoma Now.It's The Truth Passs It on Now. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:18:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Alan Wayne Jones

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sapulpa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74066

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Can we secede now?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 11:49:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Joseph DeVito

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Brea

State: 
CA

Zipcode: 
92821

Subject: 
Health Care

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: It seems to me that the Republicans need to do more than
just oppose Obamacare; i.e., they need to show a real live...functioning
alternative...A PROTOTYPE...that actually works better for the disadvantaged/poor
than what "Obamacon" offers! One known brave and innovative governor, such as
yourself, needs to step-out-in-faith and IMPLEMENT a state-wide alternative system
that proves "beyond a doubt" to be superior to what is being touted by the
Obamacons. No easy task for sure; however, on this particular issue the American
People DESERVE a clear "Proof of the Pudding" validation on what is best overall for
our country. Your response to this suggestion would be greatly appreciated.
Godspeed always & Happy 4th, Joseph A. DeVito Brea, CA
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 7:36:55 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Lori Sloan

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
77706

Subject: 
Healthcare

Message: 
I donâ€™t live in your state, but I have read that you may refuse to implement
Obamacare. Did the people of your state ask you to limit their access to affordable
health care? Have you any idea what it is like to go without health insurance? Trust
me, it is not easy. And if you refuse to implement Obamacare, your state could lose
Medicaid benefits. Is that really what is in the best interest of the people of the
people you govern? I hope that you will rethink your position and do what is right
for your state and not let politics get in the way.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 3:16:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Foy Boyd

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73119

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I would like to express my satisfaction with your performance as
Governor and to let you know I feel that we as Okies should follow suit and let the
Obama Administration know that we will not be complying with any of the
Obamatax mandates as Rick Perry did yesterday. Thanks for your service, Foy A.
Boyd

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 3:16:43 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Foy Boyd

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73119

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I would like to express my satisfaction with your performance as
Governor and to let you know I feel that we as Okies should follow suit and let the
Obama Administration know that we will not be complying with any of the
Obamatax mandates as Rick Perry did yesterday. Thanks for your service, Foy A.
Boyd

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Constituent Services Report - April 4
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 9:17:41 AM

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Cody Inman, Brett Thomas, Tonda Fisher, Kandi Batts
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report

Date:   April 4, 2011        

Meetings:
Keili attended the regular meeting of the Wildlife Commission

Keili attended the regular meeting of the Transportation Commission

  Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes

Ethnic Advisory Council 5   40 Please dismantle this Council

Health Exchange - opposition 46   7

We received 46 of these form
letters.  This is the first day they
have arrived.  They state that
Oklahoma rejected ObamaCare
on Nov. 2nd. 

Health Exchange - support     1  

HB 1380 - opposition     28

The measure repeals the
section of law that gives
teachers the right to trial de
novo; The measure removes
different hearing processes for
probationary teachers and
career teachers recommended
for dismissal and provides that
all teachers have the right to a
hearing before a local board of
education.

HB 1442 - opposition     7

Please veto - Public health and
safety; creating the Destructive
Human Embryo Research Act

HB 1541 - opposition 2    

opposition to the provision that
consolidates the Scenic Rivers
Commission and the
Conservation Commission

Insurance; modifying duties and
requirements of the Health Care
for the Uninsured Board;
providing that the Executive
Director shall advise and aid
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HB 2130 - opposition     6 Board

SB 247 - opposition 2    

Foster homes; directing the
Office of Juvenile Affairs to
certify certain foster homes

         

Abortion 1    
form postcard that opposes
abortion

Corrections 2    
complaints about DOC and
facility management

Education 16    

Please support education / 
against the 3rd grade OCCT
passage requirement - thinks
students will be held back

Energy 1     anti-nuclear sentiments

Human Resources   1 2

One call about child support
services and  not having a home
address for the father / The
other call was about visitation
rights for children who reside in
Oklahoma

Military 1     divorce rates within the military

Pardon and Parole 3 3 13
All correspondence was case
work for P&P parole certificates

State Park Closing 3    

please don't close Beaver Dunes
State Park - charge a user fee
instead like they do in Waynoka
/ please do not close park in
Stillwell/ Resolution from the
Adair County Board of
Commissioners against closing
of their park

Unemployment     2  

Workers Compensation   2 2

All workers comp case work -
would like an increase to their
benefit

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Constituent services update, ending 10 18 12
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 11:04:26 AM
Importance: High

I got this all together for you and then didn’t hit ‘send’!!!!
 
1-question about not paying taxes after her military retiree husband passed away-she has already
paid taxes she shouldn’t have-referred her to OTC
1-unemployment claim denied-casework, working with Employment Security Commission to figure
it out
1- DHS claim issue –spoke with Margaret Noble and it has been worked out
1- WIC should continue to be provided thru planned parenthood
1-mental health patient who 9 years ago was awarded $38,000 in a criminal car-dragging case
where he was the victim and hasn’t been paid-referred him to AG’s office and Cody
1-municipal animal control issue
1-Speeding ticket wrongly given, too high $--referred him to OKC office
1-needs barbers/mechanical license sent to them.
1-parole question-sent to Cody
1- Suggestion: request all agencies who submits yrly budget request, double their request. This
increases job and security, doubling printing of money in dc.
1- husbands release from jail-referred her to Cody
1-request for state agency information
2-federal information requested
1-request for info for federal offices
2-support obamacare
 
 
Wendy Gregory
Director, Tulsa Office
Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston, Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127
918.581.2801
 
Employers and Job-Seekers find one another: www.okjobmatch.com    
Gov.  Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.ok.gov/governor
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From: Keili McEwen
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Constituent Services Report: June 25 - July 3
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:42:18 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  June 25 - July 3, 2012     

** We received a petition that has 2,378 Oklahoma signatures on it from Grassfire Nation.  The signers state that they support more stringent voter ID
laws in Oklahoma.

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

NORCE 50% 174  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Pardons and Paroles 19% 45 20
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 16% 46 9

52 - Please do not implement any part of PPACA in Oklahoma // 2 -
Constituents are in favor of PPACA and believe the state should
begin implementation

Elections 3% 7 2

Complaint that voters were not offered provisional ballots // 1 -
Complaint that independent voters can't vote in primary elections //
The Governor should not have endorsed Guy Liebmann // Churches
should not be polling places // 2 - If the only candidates running for
an office are of the same party, the election should take place on
the general election date so that everyone that is registered can
choose // 2 - Complaints about voter ID laws // Constituent is upset
about the support for Clark Jolley

Corrections 3% 4 6 Facility complaints, including complaints about county facilities

Human Services 2% 5 3
3 - Child Welfare // 1 - Adoption // 2 - Foster care // 2 - SNAP
benefits

Federal Spending 1% 2  
2 - Taxpayer petition stating support for a balanced budget
amendment to the US Constitution

Energy 1% 2

Oklahoma should build a refinery and only sell fuel in OK to cut
down on gas prices // Constituent believes OK gas stations are
price gouging

Immigration 1%   3
Constituents would like an immigration policy like Arizona's // 2 -
Immigration should be a state issue, not a federal one

Tax Reform 1% 3

Please repeal all property taxes // 2 - Letters from constituents
asking you to please intervene in the lawsuit regarding the mixed
beverage tax, it has far reaching effects on the
restaurant/hospitality industry

Public Safety 1% 2

Annual state inspections should be reinstated // Highway patrol
should enforce the speed limit for other law enforcement officials
driving on state highways

Healthcare   1% 3  

Complaint about the obesity crisis in OK // Please legalize medical
marijuana // There is a bedbug infestation at a medical complex
and the Health Dept is not responding adequately

UAS Announcement 1% 1 3
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Smoking Ban 1% 2

State employees have stressful jobs and don't get paid much so
should be allowed to smoke at work // General comments against
the ban

Education 0% 1 Something must be done about bullying in our schools

Agriculture 0% 1  
Constituent is upset that the Pet Breeders Board was transferred to
the Dept. of Agriculture
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Municipal Issues 0% 1 The City of Hinton needs to be investigated

Transportation 0% 1 Highway 81 north of Enid needs to be repaved

County Issues 0% 1   A statewide burn ban needs to be implemented

Budget 0% 1  
Money should be taken from the Rainy Day fund for the State
Capitol

TOTAL 302 46  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Constituent Services Report: July 30 - August `17
Date: Friday, August 17, 2012 5:05:47 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford, Kandi Batts
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 30 - August 17     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 33% 45 48
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

National Defense Authorization
Act 28% 80  

Please denounce the detain and imprison provisions of the NDAA
and please do not cooperate with the federal government in the
performance of any acts related to it

Public Safety 7% 8 13 Complaints about understaffing at drivers license testing facilities

Drought 6% 13 4
Something needs to be done about price gouging on hay // 16 - We
should have a statewide day of prayer for rain

Fires 4% 9 2

Someone should have taken the time to thank the Freedom Hill and
Mannford firefighters // Can FEMA please supply trailers // More
needs to be done to help the people of Creek County //
Constituent asking for FEMA assistance // More should be done to
highlight the fire in Glencoe // More needs to be done to combat
funding cuts to rural fire departments // Please publicize the fines
for arson // The burn ban should prohibit outdoor grilling of any
kind // In the future, planes need to be used to fight fires // OK
needs stricter punishment for arson // Red cedars need to be
eradicated

Quincy Foster 3% 8 Constituents are against paroling Mr. Foster

Taxes 2% 5

Fire victims and first responders should be allowed to have another
tax free weekend as it fell on the same weekend as the fires // It is
wrong to tax mileage // The state should get rid of farm tax
exemptions // Please do not tax vintage cars

Federal Issues 2% 7

6 - Please do not opt out of the Recreational Trails Program
included in MAP-21 // Another request is for RTP funds to be used
for more walkable and bikeable communities

Guns 1% 3  

Thank you for allowing property owners the right to use silencers //
We need tougher gun laws // Stricter gun laws are not the answer
to all of these shootings

Agriculture 1% 4

There needs to be a law governing how many cedar trees can be
on a person's property // Statewide burn bans need to be enacted
more quickly in the future // 2 - Complaint about funding for the
Youth Expo

Smoking Ban 1% 3  

A state employee says the ban is being violated but did not mention
by which agency // All the smoking ban is doing is causing people to
smoke on private property // Letter from a state employee who
quit smoking because of the ban stating how successful she has
been so far!!

UAS Announcement 1% 1 2
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Obamacare 1% 3 1 - Constituent is opposed to implementation

Miscellaneous 1% 3  

The Cosmetology Board should allow license renewal payments to
be made via credit card // Please opt out of Agenda 21 //
Opposition to the President's Small Arms Treaty
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Human Services 0% 2  
Please keep SORC open // Foster homes are often worse for kids
than their parent's homes

Law Enforcement 0% 1  
More needs to be done to punish gang members, especially in
Tulsa

Emergency Management 0% 2

The Department needs to change their policies about letting people
beyond a perimeter when fire is threatening their elderly parent's
home // The legislature should put "fireproofing" incentives in
place, much like for tornado shelters

Animal Cruelty 0% 2  
It should be illegal to use gas to euthanize animals // Puppy mills
should be illegal

Energy 0% 2  

Oil companies need to slow down the drilling in the aquifers
because towns are running out of water // Oklahoma should build
new oil refineries

Education 0% 2 Please support safe routes to schools funding

Water 0% 2

Something needs to be done about the level of Uranium in
Oklahoma's drinking water // Please put a stop to the permits that
allow above ground irrigation

Turnpikes 0% 2  
2 - Complaints about the condition of the McDonald's, as well as
the restroom facilities at the Vinita location on the Turnpike

Transportation 0% 2

Please support the request for the Heartland Flyer to go to Guthrie
// More needs to be done to repair the state highways in Rogers
County

State Property 0% 1  
The condition of many state buildings is just as hazardous as
smoking on state property

OSBI 0% 1
Complaint that the OSBI is taking 120 days or more to issue conceal
carry permits, this is especially a problem in rural areas

Hunting 0% 1  
Constituent disagrees with the Dept of Wildlife's policy to allow
bow hunters to kill more deer than gun hunters

Veterans 0% 2  
Thank you for all you do for the vets // Please investigate the
Talihina Veterans Center

TOTAL 203 80  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Rebecca Frazier; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Constituent Services Report: July 23-27
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 4:38:18 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford, Kandi Batts
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 23 - July 27, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Quincy Foster 72% 96 100 Constituents are against paroling Mr. Foster

Pardons and Paroles 6% 4 12
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 4% 7 5

10 - Constituents are opposed to implementing PPACA // 2 -
Constituents are for the health care law and believe we should
implement

Taxes 3% 4 3

4 - Constituent is in favor of paying taxes on online purchases to
raise revenues for the state // 1 - Constituent is opposed to online
sales tax // 1 - Complaint about the debit cards used for tax refunds
/ Complaint about fees on cell phone bills

Human Services 2% 5
1 - Benefits // 2 - Custody // 2 - Complaints regarding DHS
employees

Agriculture 2% 4 2 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

Public Safety 2% 4 2

Complaints on agency understaffing, specifically for drivers license
exams. Long wait times and constituents being turned away for
multiple days.

Guns 2% 5  

Please make sure that Obama does not outlaw handguns // With all
the recent shootings, there is enough proof that more gun control is
needed // 2 - Constituent believes that open carry was a mistake //
Green card holders should be allowed to carry guns

Education 1%  4 4 - Support more funding for safe routes to schools

Narconon Facility 1%  4 Please investigate the deaths

UAS Announcement 1% 3
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Thank you 1% 2  
Letter states - "Governor Fallin, you make me proud to be an
Oklahoman" // Another constituent says "good job"!

Public Safety 0%  1
More pressure must be put on OHP to enforce trailer safety,
including their brake and signal lights

Elections 0% 1 Constituent is upset about the endorsement of Clark Jolley

Federal Issues 0% 1  Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Miscellaneous 0% 1  
Please fight to keep prayer in schools and "One Nation Under God"
in the pledge of allegiance

Transportation 0% 1 Our state's mass transit systems need to be improved

TOTAL 130 141  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342

21558

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175247
mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov


keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
 
 

21559

file:////c/www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
file:////c/www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
file:////c/www.ok.gov/governor


From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Constituent Services Report: Feb 13. - Feb. 17
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 11:26:02 AM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Feb. 13 - Feb. 17, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardon and Parole 29% 32 37
All correspondence/phone calls relate to P&P certificates or inquires
about how to obtain a pardon/parole

Personhood Bill (SB 1433) 23% 54  51 against the Personhood Bill // 3 in favor of the Personhood Bill

Taxes 8% 15 3

4 Constituents are against having their property taxes increase //
Currently a vet has to be 100% disabled to be exempt from paying
property taxes, that should be lowered to 75% // Constituent is
opposed to ending the entertainment/movie tax credit // Taxes
should be lowered on food, not on income // Praise for eliminating
the income tax // The electric vehicle tax credit needs to be given
to those who have purchased the cars, as promised // The
proposed tax cuts only hurt the middle class // 5 emails in
opposition to taxing Social Security and Military Retirement Income
// The historic building tax credit should not be abolished // Please
support the continuation of the transferrable zero emission
production tax credit to keep wind projects alive // Opposition to
eliminating the income tax due to the effect it will have on the
Teachers Retirement System // Complaint that it is taking more than
5 days for the Tax Commission to notify an individual if their online
tax forms have been accepted // Boats and farm trailers should be
required to have state tags

Corrections 7% 9 7

Complaints about facilities, staff, conditions, misconduct, etc… // 1
email supporting DNA testing legislation, meaning that DOC would
take DNA samples at the same time as fingerprints

Human Services 5% 9 3

It should be illegal to purchase sugary/junk food with food stamps
// Someone that is already a manager at DHS should be elevated to
the Director position  // Drug testing should be required for welfare
benefits // 2 Child Custody // 3 Child Support // 2 Foster Care // 2
Child Welfare

Transportation 5% 11

9 Postcards advocating support for passenger rail service from Ft.
Worth to Kansas city through OKC // It should be illegal to have
reflectors on the highway, as they can dislodge and become a
hazard (MO outlawed them) // Road and bridge repairs have been
non-existent in Eastern Comanche county for several years - the
state should audit the county

Unemployment 5% 7 5 Constituents are requesting assistance with benefits

Immigration 5% 5 7
Fax transmissions advocating that welfare benefits not be provided
to illegal aliens

Mortgage Settlement 3% 6  
5 Constituents are against the mortgage settlement and how it was
handled // 1 constituent is in favor of the mortgage settlement

Education 2% 5  

Please give teachers a cost of living increase // Sand Springs schools
are upset about a new law requiring the ACE test to be passed to
receive a degree // 1 email asking for the National Board Certified
Teachers bonus // Sex education should be a semester long course
// Please institute COLA increase for retired teachers
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Health 2% 4

Healthier choices should be taught in schools // Please do not
oppose Obamacare - it has provided benefits to some Oklahomans
// The state of Oklahoma should have universal health care //
Pseudoephedrine should be a prescription drug

Smoking Ban 1% 3

The state should be concerned about other things besides the right
of individuals to smoke // Smoking is a personal choice and should
not be mandated // 4 general emails against the smoking ban // 1
email for the smoking ban

Budget 1% 2 1

2 Emails of opposition to elected officials/judges receiving pay raises
// In order for the state to compete with the private sector in terms
of hiring qualified employees, raises are necessary

Public Safety 1% 2

It should be illegal for a child to ride in a car seat on the back of a
motorcycle // It should be against the law to use a cell phone while
driving

Budget 1% 2

The state should not spend money on fixing the Capitol // The state
should not provide any funding to Oklahoma Family Care Associates,
as they lied to police about a soldier's PTSD

Gambling 1% 2
Gambling should be illegal in OK // 1 email in support of the
Kialegee Casino

Gay marriage 0% 1 Please legalize gay marriage in Oklahoma

Energy 0% 1 Complaint about gas prices

Emergency Management 0% 1  Please extend the storm shelter rebate program

Water 0% 1  Please do not sell water to Texas

Cottage Law 0% 1  

This is an email petition with 2,046 signatures asking the State of
Oklahoma to pass a Cottage Law similar to the State of Texas,
allowing home bakeries to sale their baked goods to the public
without having to be meet the same requirements as a licensed,
commercial bakery as long as the Net Annual Sales is $50,000 or
less

Workers Compensation 0% 1  Assistance with benefits

Animal Abuse 0%  1 Claim that buffalo are being abused on state property

TOTAL 174 64  
 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
www.ok.gov/governor
www.FallinforBusiness.com
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Fallin
Cc: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Constituent Services Report: Dec. 12 - Dec. 22
Date: Thursday, December 22, 2011 4:08:28 PM

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  Dec 12 - Dec 22, 2011        

  Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Corrections 19 8 1
Facility Complaints / Inmate Complaints // The Prison Rodeo
in McAlester should be illegal

Education 2   1

Letter asking us to encourage students to join Leadership
Groups // Constituent that the rejection of the Race to the
Top application cannot be blamed on the Obama
Administration because it was peer reviewed // Constituent
complained about Tulsa Public Schools selling property to
close budget loophole

Energy/Environment 78   3

Constituent in Prague is very concerned about fracking and
earthquakes // A property owner is concerned about the
geophysical survey being done on her property and that it is
causing earthquakes, although it has been proven that there
is no gas on her property, also thinks that surface owners no
longer have as many rights as mineral owners, rights should
be evenly split // 76 form postcards and 1 phone call
advocating that the dumping of fly ash from the AES Shady
Point coal burning power plant be stopped // Petition with
1,070 signatures regarding the fly ash dumping

Federal issues     1
A woman called concerned about the USDA Commodities
Division and the disbursement of food to pantries in OK

Guns 2    
Constituent is in favor of allowing guns on campus // Another
email in support of open carry

Healthcare 4   1

Constituent is concerned about second hand smoke on
Oklahoma Children // A woman who is diabetic had
SoonerCare cancelled and is concerned about how she will
afford her medication //  Another constituent is supportive of
Oklahoma designing our own healthcare exchange // 2
Constituents support the federal rescheduling of marijuana to
a Class 2 drug for prescription purposes

Human Services 7 3 13
2 Child welfare/placement // 7 Child Support Services // 7
Child Custody // 6 SNAP Benefits

Immigration 350    
Form fax transmissions asking that policies be enacted that
will keep illegal aliens from receiving welfare benefits

Insurance 22    

22 March of Dimes protest emails regarding emergency rule
from Commissioner Doak  amending definition of "qualifying
event"  to exclude "birth".

Jerome Ersland 2     Email advocating pardon

Law Enforcement 2    
SWAT teams are overused and should only be deployed in
true emergency situations

Citizens should be allowed to sue telemarketers who won't
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Miscellaneous 1    

give out their name by placing a summons on the phone
number, currently the FCC will not take action without a
name

Municipal Issue     1
Complaint about the conduct of the Roland Police
Department, filled with corruption

Pardon and Parole 32 10 16 All correspondence was regarding P&P certificates

Public Safety     1
Constituent believes a provisional drivers license should be
created for oilfield workers only

Taxes 2   1

Constituent is concerned that if income taxes are eliminated
that property taxes and sales taxes will be unavoidable for
seniors // Letter that states instead of cutting taxes, we
should fund health insurance for children // Income tax
elimination will only lead to increased property taxes

Tribal Issues 2     Complaints about the Kialegee Indian Casino location

Workers Compensation 2     Help with filing for unemployment benefits

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
www.ok.gov/governor
www.FallinforBusiness.com
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; maryfallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Cody Inman
Subject: Constituent Services Report: Aug 20 - 24
Date: Friday, August 24, 2012 4:30:11 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford, Kandi Batts
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  August 20 - August 24, 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 14% 5 20

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates // 2 - Please replace all of
the Pardon and Parole Board members

Public Safety 10% 10 8

Complaints about understaffing at drivers license testing facilities,
long lines, constituents camping out at testing facilities overnight,
many people being turned away and it is taking 2-4 days for some
people to be tested for a license

Drought 8% 10 5
14 - Please declare a day of prayer for rain // Some kind of real
relief needs to be offered to farmers from the state

Corrections 8% 5 9
Complaints about new system for electronic transfer of funds to
inmates

Emergency Management 8% 1 13
A state of emergency needs to be declared for the hail storm that
hit Granfield, Ok // 13 - Constituents are requesting FEMA money

Education 7% 8 4

Please support safe routes to schools funding // 2- Retired teacher
asked for a pay raise // 8 - Someone from the state should step in
and demand Prague schools to give the girl her diploma // Please
do not put limitations the amount of food served through the
school lunch program, many children are hungry and lunch is the
only time they are fed all day // The Regents need to lift their
moratorium on new programs at OSU-OKC (students are leaving 
the state seeking new degree programs)

Federal Issues 6% 10
8 - Please do not opt out of the Recreational Trails Program
included in MAP-21 // Please speak out against Agenda 21

Human Services 6% 3 7

It should be illegal for someone to receive assistance for a child
who they do not have custody of // DHS should not be allowed to
advertise food stamp programs on the radio // 1 - Custody // 7 -
Child Support

National Defense Authorization
Act 5% 9  

Please denounce the detain and imprison provisions of the NDAA
and please do not cooperate with the federal government in the
performance of any acts related to it

PPACA 4% 5 2
5 - Constituent is in favor of implementation // 1 - Constituent is
against implementation // Please nullify Obamacare

Immigration 4% 3 4

Please follow Jan Brewer's lead regarding immigration // Dream Act
- please do not allow illegal immigrants access to state benefits // 5
- Please do not allow illegal immigrants to have access to drivers
licenses

Fires 3% 3 3

A fire victim wants to know where the help from FEMA is.  He
called FEMA but they told him to call our office.  The Red Cross no
longer has an office set up in his area. // 2 - Questions about why
FEMA assistance hasn't been granted // 1 - Something needs to be
done about cedar trees // Please lift the burn ban now

Quincy Foster 3% 6 Constituents are against paroling Mr. Foster

Please appoint a town mayor for Shamrock // 2 - Delaware County:
Constituent states that the sheriff's office is not investigating

21564

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175247
mailto:Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov


Municipal Government 3% 1 4

murders and serious offenses. People are feeling an unrest
throughout the community. // Complaints about the cleanliness and
the living conditions in the Creek County and Stephens County jails.

Smoking Ban 2% 1 2
The government should not have the right to take away someone's
right to smoke

Mental Health 1% 2  Complaints about the Narconon Arrowhead Facility

Medical Examiner 1% 1  
Complaint about the amount of time it takes for the ME to issue a
toxicology report

Gambling/Lottery 1% 1  Please get rid of the legal gambling in our state

Military 1% 1  More needs to be done to recognize the 45th Infantry

SORC 1% 1  

Letter from the family of a SORC resident asking that it not be
closed, their family member is not suitable for a community home
environment

Energy 1% 1  
There needs to be more regulation of oil companies that are
conducting business on private property

Thank you 1% 1 Thank you for visiting TU

Crime 1% 1  More needs to be done to fight crime in OK

OSBI 1% 1  
Complaint about the amount of time it is taking for the OSBI to
issue conceal carry permits

Transportation 1% 1 Highway 69 really needs some attention near I-40

State Government 1% 1  
Each state agency should have their contact information easily
displayed on their website.

Insurance 1% 1 Oklahoma should provide Medicare Part S.

Health 1% 1  
The governor should encourage more gardening in order to combat
obesity

Miscellaneous 1% 1  Please make same sex marriage legal in OK

Environment 1% 1  Please don't spray for West Nile

TOTAL 89 88  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Constituent Services Report - March 21
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 9:09:46 AM

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Tonda
Fisher
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report

Date:   March 21, 2011        

Meetings:
No meetings today

  Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes

SB 129 - Opposition 2    

Open Carry of a Handgun - Oklahoma Self
Defense Act; businesses will not locate
here if this becomes law, states it is
counter-productive

HB 2130 - Opposition 3    
Insurance; modifying duties and
requirements of the Health Care for the
Uninsured Board; providing that the
Executive Director shall advise and aid
Board; effective date – Health Exchange

         
Abolish sales tax on groceries 1      

Abortion 8    
Postcards urging the state to stand up to
the right for life

Cimarron County/Oklahoma
Commissioners of the Land
Office     1

call was in regard to this story:
http://www.newsok.com/article/3550313,
caller wants to know if the Governor will
look into the Land Office's dealings with
Mr. Parker

Commercial Pet Breeding
Legislation - Opposition

1      

Commercial Pet Breeding
Legislation - Support

1      

Corrections 1    
concerned about the rate of female
incarceration

Education 2    

call about alleged molestation by a
teacher, referred to local police; call
about  Nepotism at UCO

walk-in today from a man who would like
the Administration to look into the deal
Brad Henry made regarding the pipeline
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Energy     1

from Canada to Cushing, believes the
deal is corrupt and will flood the market
in OK

Film Commission   1  
Looking for more information about any
films being shot currently in OK

Health Exchange Grant -
Opposition 4   8

Several callers stating OK should pay for
the exchange, not the feds

Human Resources   1   personnel issue at DHS

ObamaCare - opposition 2    

asking the Governor to weigh in on this
issue  - we explained the lawsuit in a
response letter

Open Carry - Opposition to
any legislation (No Bill
Specified)

3      

Open Carry - Support of any
legislation (No Bill Specified)     1  

Opposition to closing of SORC
in Pauls Valley 3   3

One caller says please reconcile these
proposed costs by using an objective
source with input from both sides

Pardon and Parole 1 7 6

Requesting parole, requesting pardons,
offering support of parole, requesting
deportation in lieu of parole

Scenic Rivers Consolidation -
opposition 2      

Tax Commission Complaint 1    
duplicative processes, waste of taxpayer
money

Unemployment 2 4 2 Assistance with benefits and back
compensation

Workers Compensation 3 3 2 Assistance with benefits, One call in
support of reform of the Dept. of Labor

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Constituent Services Report - March 16
Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2011 5:21:52 PM

To:  Governor Fallin        
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler    
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman      
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report      
Date:   March 16, 2011        

         
         

  Correspondence Casework Phone Calls Notes

Abortion 10      
Collective Bargaining - Opposed     1 specifically doesn't think 

teachers should be able to
lobby for their pensions, asks us
to get rid of tenure

Corrections 2      

Economic Development     1 Oklahoma should ask Boeing to
relocate from Japan to OKC

Education   1 2  
Emergency Management     1 caller asked for a 1/2 cent sales

tax to support overhead and
fuel for volunteer fire depts.,
says federal grants only cover
equipment and wildfires are
bankrupting them

Energy     1  
Environment     1  
Health Care     7 includes calls from those

opposed to the state taking
funds for the Health Insurance
Exchange

Human Resources   4    
Human Services   1    
Judicial Complaint   1    
Oklahoma Arts Institute Scholarship   2 please do not cut budget for

scholarships
Pardon and Parole 7 5 8  
Public Safety   2    
Taxes     3  
Unemployment     1  
Veterans     1  
Workers Compensation     5  
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Meetings:        
No meetings today        
 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Constituent Services Report - March 15
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 5:39:58 PM

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report

Date:   March 15, 2011        

  Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes

Abortion 6      

Congratulations 1      

Energy   1    

Health Care     1

opposed to the state taking
funds for the Health Insurance
Exchange

Highway Conditions     1 Requesting repair to I-40

Human Services   3 1  

Military (Veterans Affairs)   4    

Negligent Homicide 1     please make a felony
Oklahoma Arts Institute
Scholarship 7    

please do not cut budget for
scholarships

Opposition to closing state
parks 118    

all sent from Rep. Lockhart's
district, includes letters from
Poteau Chamber

Pardon and Parole 15 5    

Public Safety   2    

Utilities     1  

Workers Compensation     1
against the 250K cap on
noneconomic damages

Meetings:
No meetings today

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Constituent Services Report - April 5
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 9:13:36 AM

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc:   Denise Northrup, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Cody Inman, Brett Thomas, Tonda Fisher, Kandi Batts
Re:  Daily Constituent Services Report

Date:   April 5, 2011        

Meetings:
No meetings today

 

  Correspondence Casework
Phone
Calls Notes

Ethnic Advisory Council 6   16 Please dismantle this Council

Health Exchange - opposition 1   2

We received 46 of these form
letters.  This is the first day they
have arrived.  They state that
Oklahoma rejected ObamaCare
on Nov. 2nd. 

HB 1380 - opposition     19

The measure repeals the
section of law that gives
teachers the right to trial de
novo; The measure removes
different hearing processes for
probationary teachers and
career teachers recommended
for dismissal and provides that
all teachers have the right to a
hearing before a local board of
education.

HB 1380 - support     1  

HB 2130 - opposition     1

Insurance; modifying duties and
requirements of the Health Care
for the Uninsured Board;
providing that the Executive
Director shall advise and aid
Board

         

Abortion 1    
form postcard that opposes
abortion
A constituent wrote in
complaining that Food stamps
are being used on fountain
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Human Services 1   1

drinks and convenient stores
because people are allowed to
buy them with their Food
Stamps so long as there is not a
straw in the lid at purchase
time.

Immigration 1    

Letter about the benefits that
illegal immigrants are able to
get because their pay is
undocumented and they end up
getting more assistance than
families that need it and are
here legally.

Pardon and Parole 10 5 16
All correspondence was case
work for P&P parole certificates

Public Safety     1

complaint about OHP, an officer
wrote a $2800 ticket to a
trucker, makes them not want
to do business in OK

Sex Offender Registration 1    

Would like the politics removed
so better ways means of
recording sex offenders can be
explored. Constituent believes
that a system of sex offender
registration can be developed
to where people can recover
from past offenses.

State Park Closing     1
Beaver Dunes State Park - could
they do a membership drive?

Transportation     1
please ban cell phones while
driving

Utilities 1    
why are the taxes on telephone
service so high?

 
 
Keili McEwen   
Director of Public Affairs and Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 522-8891
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
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To: maryfallin t; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Constituent Services Report: June 25 - July 3
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:40:16 PM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  June 25 - July 3, 2012     

** We received a petition that has 2,378 Oklahoma signatures on it from Grassfire Nation.  The signers state that they support more stringent voter ID
laws in Oklahoma.

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

NORCE 50% 174  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Pardons and Paroles 19% 45 20
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 16% 46 9

52 - Please do not implement any part of PPACA in Oklahoma // 2 -
Constituents are in favor of PPACA and believe the state should
begin implementation

Elections 3% 7 2

Complaint that voters were not offered provisional ballots // 1 -
Complaint that independent voters can't vote in primary elections //
The Governor should not have endorsed Guy Liebmann // Churches
should not be polling places // 2 - If the only candidates running for
an office are of the same party, the election should take place on
the general election date so that everyone that is registered can
choose // 2 - Complaints about voter ID laws // Constituent is upset
about the support for Clark Jolley

Corrections 3% 4 6 Facility complaints, including complaints about county facilities

Human Services 2% 5 3
3 - Child Welfare // 1 - Adoption // 2 - Foster care // 2 - SNAP
benefits

Federal Spending 1% 2  
2 - Taxpayer petition stating support for a balanced budget
amendment to the US Constitution

Energy 1% 2

Oklahoma should build a refinery and only sell fuel in OK to cut
down on gas prices // Constituent believes OK gas stations are
price gouging

Immigration 1%   3
Constituents would like an immigration policy like Arizona's // 2 -
Immigration should be a state issue, not a federal one

Tax Reform 1% 3

Please repeal all property taxes // 2 - Letters from constituents
asking you to please intervene in the lawsuit regarding the mixed
beverage tax, it has far reaching effects on the
restaurant/hospitality industry

Public Safety 1% 2

Annual state inspections should be reinstated // Highway patrol
should enforce the speed limit for other law enforcement officials
driving on state highways

Healthcare   1% 3  

Complaint about the obesity crisis in OK // Please legalize medical
marijuana // There is a bedbug infestation at a medical complex
and the Health Dept is not responding adequately

UAS Announcement 1% 1 3
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Smoking Ban 1% 2

State employees have stressful jobs and don't get paid much so
should be allowed to smoke at work // General comments against
the ban

Education 0% 1 Something must be done about bullying in our schools

Agriculture 0% 1  
Constituent is upset that the Pet Breeders Board was transferred to
the Dept. of Agriculture

Municipal Issues 0% 1 The City of Hinton needs to be investigated
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Transportation 0% 1 Highway 81 north of Enid needs to be repaved

County Issues 0% 1   A statewide burn ban needs to be implemented

Budget 0% 1  
Money should be taken from the Rainy Day fund for the State
Capitol

TOTAL 302 46  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Friends of Wayne Pettigrew
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Constitution Writer Endorses Pettigrew for Congress
Date: Friday, June 01, 2012 3:49:42 AM

Web version  |  Update preferences  |  Unsubscribe Like Tweet Forward

Constitution Endorses Pettigrew for Congress
Writer for State’s Leading Conservative Newspaper says Pettigrew “Most Competent”

Republican Congressional candidate Wayne Pettigrew has earned an endorsement in the latest

edition of Oklahoma's leading conservative newspaper - The Oklahoma Constitution.

The Constitution has been a staple in the Oklahoma conservative movement for decades. Started

in 1979, the paper annually rates legislators on their voting records on conservative issues.

Pettigrew served in the Oklahoma House of Representatives from 1994-2004.

Constitution federal page issues writer Ted King said that “after hearing from all the Republican

candidates," Pettigrew was "the most competent."

King reasoned that "the next member of Congress from the second district must be prepared for

budgetary battles. King states that "Pettigrew is "the most knowledgeable candidate running in

matters of finance and monetary policy."

This endorsement adds to a string of accolades Pettigrew has garnered from the Constitution over

the years.  In the paper’s 20th anniversary issue, Pettigrew was named one of the newspaper's

top 10 conservatives of the past 20 years.

Pettigrew achieved Top 10 Legislator status in 5 of his ten years as a member of the Oklahoma

House. No other candidate in the 2nd District US Congress race has ever been listed as a Top 10

conservative legislator.

Pettigrew’s campaign has focused on his combination of business, legislative and financial

experience as qualifications to tackle the tough fiscal and budgetary issues that are facing the

United States.

Pettigrew has also garnered endorsements from the Repeal Obamacare Now PAC, The National

Association of Health Underwriters, The National Association of Insurance & Financial Advisors

and the Self Insurance Association of America. 2010 2nd District Republican Nominee, Dr. Charles

Thompson has also endorsed Pettigrew.

Article Link

http://www.oklahomaconstitution.com/ns.php?nid=392&commentary=1

For more information contact 918-423-2110
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:08 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/5y2KMKF5.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Jana Staples
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:08 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/BN2QJBW9.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Cindy Harper
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:05 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/ryiQt9zQ.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:06 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/ry2KtRJ5.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:07 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/rRgQE8KG.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:10 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/5yg8f9Gr.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From: The State Chamber of Oklahoma
To: Madeline Mitchell
Subject: Contact Your Legislator To Encourage Hearing of Health Insurance Marketplace Measure
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 3:54:10 PM

Yesterday, the leadership of the House and Senate sent out the attached press release stating that the
decision has been made to not hear SB 1629. This measure, designed to create an on-line marketplace
website to be utilized for comparing and potentially purchasing health insurance policy products, would
have prevented the imposition of a one-size-fits-all federally imposed health insurance exchange as
mandated by the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  To see copies of the legislative
press release which was released last evening and a copy of a responding press release from the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition (which has been spearheaded by The State
Chamber), click the corresponding links above.

The State Chamber is a strong supporter of SB 1629 and is concerned about the implications of the
state’s inaction.  Although we are closely monitoring the status of the Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of the federal health care law, we believe the state should be proactive in our ability to
create an Oklahoma answer to the federal mandate which is currently the law of the land.

Please contact your legislator by clicking the link below, you will be prompted to enter your information
and send the letter.  Please feel free to edit the letter and include your own words. 

Click the link below to log in and send your message:

http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/okscc/BRiQb6G7.aspx 

You have received this message because you have subscribed to a mailing list of Oklahoma State Chamber of
Commerce. If you do not wish to receive periodic emails from this source, please click below to unsubscribe.

powered by voterVOICE To unsubscribe from this mailing list click here.
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 4:58:06 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 12, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am writing to urge you to support an up-or-down vote in the Senate on
the bill to Repeal ObamaCare -- and I urge you to support ObamaCare's full
repeal.

Now that we know the devastating impacts of ObamaCare -- the largest tax
increase in American history --  Americans are now more than ever in favor
of the termination of this monstrosity.  I am certainly among thm.

That is why I am letting you know that I support any and all efforts to
REPEAL and DEFUND the ObamaCare law immediately. It's time for Congress to
correct its mistake. The Senate should quickly bring this vote to the
floor and REPEA

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Saturday, July 14, 2012 10:43:09 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 14, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â Senator Tom Coburn, Senator Inholf I am writing to urge you to support
an up-or-down vote in the Senate on  the bill to Repeal ObamaCare -- and I
urge you to support ObamaCare's full  repeal.

Now that we know the devastating impacts of ObamaCare -- the largest tax
increase in American history --  Americans are now more than ever in favor
of the termination of this monstrosity.  I am certainly among thm.

That is why I am letting you know that I support any and all efforts to
REPEAL and DEFUND the ObamaCare law immediately. It's time for Congress to
correct its mistake. The Senate should quickly bring this vote to the
floor and REPEA

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 10:39:23 AM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 5, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 2:24:18 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 5, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

[YOUR NAME]

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 9:54:17 AM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 6, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 6:04:19 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 6, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Governor Info 
Contact Your State Officials 
Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:59:12 PM 

-Heavener, OK 74937-3818 

June 28, 2012 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor of Oklahoma 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Governor Fallin : 

A I am writing to demand that you repeal ObamaCare right away. 

ObamaCare's government run socialized medicine is out of control. Now the 
Supreme Court claiming it is a tax and the IRS will collect it from you. 

All American families wanted before ObamaCare was affordable health care 
and insurance companies that would work side by side with doctors on 
medical procedures. 

Outrageously Obama and the Congress - YES, the same irresponsible Congress 
that raised the debt to a record $15 trillion, mandates that the aEceUnited 
States Preventative Services Task Force§€ rate your medical services. 
Many services that get "Cs" and "Ds"aE"such as screening for ovarian or 
testicular canceraE"could get terminated from coverage entirely and 
doctors must comply. However as long as doctors treat patients according 
to Obamaa€™s orders they will have immunity from malpractice lawsuits. 

Think about it. The government could order doctors to give patients subpar 
treatments or refuse treatment all together. After all, no doctor wants to 
get sued. And if you do not comply the Supreme Court says you will get 
taxed. 

Enough is enough! ItaE™s time we get rid of ObamaCare before it bankrupts 
our country and ruins our healthcare system. Spending $3 trillion dollars 
to reduce the standard of healthcare in America makes no sense. That is 
why itaE™s so critical Congress repeal ObamaCare §€" right away! I demand 
that you repeal ObamaCare right away. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC 
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system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:24:18 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 2, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am writing to demand that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

ObamaCare's government run socialized medicine is out of control. Now the
Supreme Court claiming it is a tax and the IRS will collect it from you.

All American families wanted before ObamaCare was affordable health care
and insurance companies that would work side by side with doctors on
medical procedures.

Outrageously Obama and the Congress - YES, the same irresponsible Congress
that raised the debt to a record $15 trillion, mandates that the â€œUnited
States Preventative Services Task Forceâ€ rate your medical services.
Many services that get "Cs" and "Ds"â€"such as screening for ovarian or
testicular cancerâ€"could get terminated from coverage entirely and
doctors must comply. However as long as doctors treat patients according
to Obamaâ€™s orders they will have immunity from malpractice lawsuits.

Think about it. The government could order doctors to give patients subpar
treatments or refuse treatment all together. After all, no doctor wants to
get sued. And if you do not comply the Supreme Court says you will get
taxed.

Enough is enough! Itâ€™s time we get rid of ObamaCare before it bankrupts
our country and ruins our healthcare system. Spending $3 trillion dollars
to reduce the standard of healthcare in America makes no sense. That is
why itâ€™s so critical Congress repeal ObamaCare â€" right away! I demand
that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls
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Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:14:27 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 3, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â Dear senator Inholf and Senator Coburn:

I am writing to demand that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

ObamaCare's government run socialized medicine is out of control. Now the
Supreme Court claiming it is a tax and the IRS will collect it from you.

All American families wanted before ObamaCare was affordable health care
and insurance companies that would work side by side with doctors on
medical procedures.

Outrageously Obama and the Congress - YES, the same irresponsible Congress
that raised the debt to a record $15 trillion, mandates that the â€œUnited
States Preventative Services Task Forceâ€ rate your medical services.
Many services that get "Cs" and "Ds"â€"such as screening for ovarian or
testicular cancerâ€"could get terminated from coverage entirely and
doctors must comply. However as long as doctors treat patients according
to Obamaâ€™s orders they will have immunity from malpractice lawsuits.

Think about it. The government could order doctors to give patients subpar
treatments or refuse treatment all together. After all, no doctor wants to
get sued. And if you do not comply the Supreme Court says you will get
taxed.

Enough is enough! Itâ€™s time we get rid of ObamaCare before it bankrupts
our country and ruins our healthcare system. Spending $3 trillion dollars
to reduce the standard of healthcare in America makes no sense. That is
why itâ€™s so critical Congress repeal ObamaCare â€" right away! I demand
that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
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system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 5:04:38 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 5, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â Dear Senator Inholf,and Senator /Tom Coburn

I am asking you to vote to repeal ObamaCare. 

I am a pro-life citizen and know that President Obama's promises to not
fund abortions through ObamaCare have proven to be blatant
misrepresentations.  I adamantly oppose ObamaCare's mandated coverage of,
and funding for, abortions - thus forcing me to pay for abortions through
my tax dollars. As a taxpaying citizen, I am outraged that my tax dollars
are being used for a murderous act to which I am morally opposed.

The ObamaCare ruling is a direct assault on the rule of law and freedom of
conscience!  Please, repeal ObamaCare and start over with a plan that's
constitutionally based, moral, and with far less government intrusion into
private rights.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 1:09:53 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 9, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am writing to demand that you support Republican House Majority Leader
Eric Cantor and vote to repeal ObamaCare on July 11.

ObamaCare's government run socialized medicine is out of control. Now the
Supreme Court claiming it is a tax and the IRS will collect it from you.

All American families wanted before ObamaCare was affordable health care
and insurance companies that would work side by side with doctors on
medical procedures.

Outrageously Obama and the Congress - YES, the same irresponsible Congress
that raised the debt to a record $15 trillion, mandates that the â€œUnited
States Preventative Services Task Forceâ€ rate your medical services.
Many services that get "Cs" and "Ds"â€"such as screening for ovarian or
testicular cancerâ€"could get terminated from coverage entirely and
doctors must comply. However as long as doctors treat patients according
to Obamaâ€™s orders they will have immunity from malpractice lawsuits.

Think about it. The government could order doctors to give patients subpar
treatments or refuse treatment all together. After all, no doctor wants to
get sued. And if you do not comply the Supreme Court says you will get
taxed.

Enough is enough! Itâ€™s time we get rid of ObamaCare before it bankrupts
our country and ruins our healthcare system. Spending $3 trillion dollars
to reduce the standard of healthcare in America makes no sense. That is
why itâ€™s so critical Congress repeal ObamaCare â€" right away! I demand
that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls
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Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:32:58 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 10, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am among a majority of Americans who adamantly oppose the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (ObamaCare).  In the aftermath of the
Supreme Court decision affirming ObamaCAre as a tax, I am now calling on
Congress to take immediate action to REPEAL and FULLY DEFUND ObamaCare.

The costs of ObamaCare were greatly distorted and we were not told the
truth about it. This old crap you have to read it to find out what's in it
has got to go and that includes Harry Reid and his running buddie.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 10:57:47 AM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 11, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â If our healthcare system was in need of fixing, I can assure you that
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act made it worse. That's why I
am writing you today in hopes that you will join with the American
majority who are sickened by what the Supreme Court calls "a tax", and
effort to right this egregious wrong.

ObamaCare must be REPEALED and FULLY DEFUNDED and I urge you to support
the House vote to repeal ObamaCare.

Left unchallenged, ObamaCare will devastate our economy and its people -
notably Americans over 50 who will have to endure loss of freedom, a
gutting of Medicare Advantage, and rationed care. Undo this wrong by
voting to fully repeal ObamaCare in this important House vote.

Please know that I will be closely monitoring your actions.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 8:52:50 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 11, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am writing to urge you to support the vote to REPEAL ObamaCare.

As a concerned citizen, I am now convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ObamaCare) was the wrong
bill enacted to fix any shortcomings in our healthcare system. It should
be both REPEALED and FULLY DEFUNDED.

ObamaCare is an albatross around the necks of Americans. The Supreme Court
has labeled it as a tax -- the largest tax increase in our nation's
history. ObamaCare greatly expands the powers of the federal government
and increases government spending at a time when we need less government
spending and bureaucracy.

The Senate should quickly hold an up-or-down vote on the effort to Repeal
ObamaCare. And I urge you to support the Repeal and Defund effort.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 9:07:49 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 11, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am writing to urge you to support an up-or-down vote in the Senate on
the bill to Repeal ObamaCare -- and I urge you to support ObamaCare's full
repeal.

Now that we know the devastating impacts of ObamaCare -- the largest tax
increase in American history --  Americans are now more than ever in favor
of the termination of this  stupid Obama bill that is nothing more than 
dead weight around our necks.This president has got to go and very soon. I
suggest that he be  impeach and quick.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org

21603



From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 3:12:51 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 12, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â RE: Repeal ObamaCare

Dear Senator [Inholf]:

I am writing to demand that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

ObamaCare's government run socialized medicine is out of control. Now the
Supreme Court claiming it is a tax and made it mandatory.

All American families wanted before ObamaCare was affordable health care
and insurance companies that would work side by side with doctors on
medical procedures.

Outrageously Obama and the Congress - YES, the same irresponsible Congress
that raised the debt to a record $15 trillion, mandates that the "United
States Preventative Services Task Force" wants to rate your medical
services. Many services that get "Cs" and "Ds"--such as screening for
ovarian or testicular cancer--could get terminated from coverage entirely
and doctors must comply. However as long as doctors treat patients
according to Obama's orders they will have immunity from malpractice
lawsuits.

Think about it. The government could order doctors to give patients subpar
treatments or refuse treatment all together. After all, no doctor wants to
get sued. And if you do not comply the Supreme Court says you will get
taxed.

Enough is enough! It's time we get rid of ObamaCare before it bankrupts
our country and ruins our healthcare system. Spending $3 trillion dollars
to reduce the standard of healthcare in America makes no sense. That is
why it's so critical we hammer Congress to repeal ObamaCare - right away!
I demand that you repeal ObamaCare right away.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
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Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org

-
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 4:52:53 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 12, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â I am writing to urge you to support an up-or-down vote in the Senate on
the bill to Repeal ObamaCare -- and I urge you to support ObamaCare's full
repeal.

Now that we know the devastating impacts of ObamaCare -- the largest tax
increase in American history --  Americans are now more than ever in favor
of the termination of this monstrosity.  I am certainly among them.

That is why I am letting you know that I support any and all efforts to
REPEAL and DEFUND the ObamaCare law immediately. It's time for Congress to
correct its mistake. The Senate should quickly bring this vote to the
floor and REPEAL this law!

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Saturday, July 14, 2012 10:43:09 PM

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

July 14, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â Senator Tom Coburn, Senator Inholf I am writing to urge you to support
an up-or-down vote in the Senate on  the bill to Repeal ObamaCare -- and I
urge you to support ObamaCare's full  repeal.

Now that we know the devastating impacts of ObamaCare -- the largest tax
increase in American history --  Americans are now more than ever in favor
of the termination of this monstrosity.  I am certainly among thm.

That is why I am letting you know that I support any and all efforts to
REPEAL and DEFUND the ObamaCare law immediately. It's time for Congress to
correct its mistake. The Senate should quickly bring this vote to the
floor and REPEA

Sincerely,

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: CORRECTED: Remarks by the President and Governor Romney in the Third Presidential Debate
Date: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 9:49:23 AM

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

_________________________________________________________________
For Immediate Release                            October 22,

2012
 
 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AND GOVERNOR ROMNEY

IN THIRD PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE
 

Lynn University
Boca Raton, Florida

 
Please see below for a corrected typo, marked with asterisks,
to the transcript. 
 
9:01 P.M. EDT
 
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Good evening from the campus of Lynn
University here in Boca Raton, Florida.  This is the fourth and
last debate of the 2012 campaign, brought to you by the
Commission on Presidential Debates.  This one is on foreign
policy.  I'm Bob Schieffer of CBS News.
 
     The questions are mine and I have not shared them with the
candidates or their aides.  The audience has taken a vow of
silence -- no applause, no reaction of any kind -- except right
now, when we welcome President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt
Romney.  (Applause.)   
 
     Gentlemen, your campaigns have agreed to certain rules,
and they are simple.  They’ve asked me to divide the evening
into segments.  I'll pose a question at the beginning of each
segment. You will each have two minutes to respond, and then we
will have a general discussion until we move to the next
segment.
 
     Tonight’s debate, as both of you know, comes on the 50th
anniversary of the night that President Kennedy told the world
that the Soviet Union had installed nuclear missiles in Cuba,
perhaps the closest we've ever come to nuclear war.  And it is
a sobering reminder that every President faces at some point an
unexpected threat to our national security from abroad.
 
     So let’s begin.
 
     The first segment is the challenge of a changing Middle
East and the new face of terrorism.  I'm going to put this into
two segments, so you’ll have two topic questions within this
one segment on the subject.  The first question -- and it
concerns Libya.
 

The controversy over what happened there continues.  Four
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Americans are dead, including an American Ambassador. 
Questions remain of what happened:  What caused it?  Was it
spontaneous? Was it an intelligence failure?  Was it a policy
failure?  Was there an attempt to mislead people about what
really happened?

 
Governor Romney, you said this was an example of an

American policy in the Middle East that is unraveling before
our very eyes.  I'd like to hear each of you give your thoughts
on that.  Governor Romney, you won the toss -- you go first.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you, Bob.  And thank you for

agreeing to moderate this debate this evening.  Thank you to
Lynn University for welcoming us here.  And, Mr. President,
it’s good to be with you again.  We were together at a humorous
event a little earlier, and it’s nice to maybe be funny this
time -- not on purpose.  We'll see what happens. 

 
This is obviously an area of great concern to the entire

world, and to America in particular, which is to see a complete
change in the structure and the environment in the Middle
East.  With the Arab Spring came a great deal of hope that
there would be a change towards more moderation, an opportunity
for greater participation on the part of women in public life
and in economic life in the Middle East.  But instead we've
seen in nation after nation a number of disturbing events.

 
Of course, we see in Syria, 30,000 civilians having been

killed by the military there.  We see in Libya, an attack,
apparently by -- I think we know now -- by terrorists of some
kind against our people there, four people dead.  Our hearts
and minds go to them.

 
Mali has been taken over -- the northern part of Mali by

al Qaeda-type individuals.  We have in Egypt a Muslim
Brotherhood president.  And so what we're seeing is a pretty
dramatic reversal of the kind of hopes we had for that region. 
Of course, the greatest threat of all is Iran, four years
closer to a nuclear weapon. 

 
And we're going to have to recognize that we have to do

as the President has done -- I congratulate him on taking out
Osama bin Laden and going after the leadership in al Qaeda. 
But we can't kill our way out of this mess.  We're going to
have to put in place a very comprehensive and robust strategy
to help the world of Islam and other parts of the world reject
this radical, violent extremism, which is -- it’s certainly not
on the run.  It’s certainly not hiding.  This is a group that
is now involved in 10 or 12 countries.  And it presents an
enormous threat to our friends, to the world, to America long
term, and we must have a comprehensive strategy to help reject
this kind of extremism.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Mr. President.
 

     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, my first job as Commander-in-Chief,
Bob, is to keep the American people safe.  And that's what
we've done over the last four years.  We ended the war in
Iraq, refocused our attention on those who actually killed us
on 9/11. And as a consequence, al Qaeda’s core leadership has
been decimated.
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     In addition, we're now able to transition out of
Afghanistan in a responsible way, making sure that Afghans take
responsibility for their own security.  And that allows us also
to rebuild alliances and make friends around the world to
combat future threats.  Now, with respect to Libya, as I
indicated in the last debate, when we received that phone call,
I immediately made sure that, number one, we did everything we
could to secure those Americans who were still in harm’s way;
number two, that we would investigate exactly what happened;
and number three, most importantly, that we would go after
those who killed Americans and we would bring them to justice. 
And that’s exactly what we’re going to do.
 
     But I think it’s important to step back and think about
what happened in Libya.  Now, keep in mind that I and Americans
took leadership in organizing an international coalition that
made sure that we were able to -- without putting troops on
the ground, at the cost of less than what we spent in two
weeks in Iraq -- liberate a country that had been under the
yoke of dictatorship for 40 years, got rid of a despot who had
killed Americans.  And, as a consequence, despite this tragedy,
you had tens of thousands of Libyans, after the events in
Benghazi, marching and saying, “America is our friend.  We
stand with them.”  Now, that represents the opportunity we have
to take advantage of. 
 
     And, Governor Romney, I’m glad that you agree that we have
been successful in going after al Qaeda, but I have to tell
you that your strategy previously has been one that has been
all over the map, and is not designed to keep Americans safe or
to build on the opportunities that exist in the Middle East.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, my strategy is pretty
straightforward, which is to go after the bad guys, to make
sure we do our very best to interrupt them, to kill them, to
take them out of the picture.  But my strategy is broader than
that.  That’s important, of course.  But the key that we’re
going to have to pursue is a pathway to get the Muslim world
to be able to reject extremism on its own.  We don’t want
another Iraq.  We don’t want another Afghanistan.  That’s not
the right course for us. 
 

The right course for us is to make sure that we go after
the people who are leaders of these various anti-American
groups and these jihadists, but also help the Muslim world. 
And how do we do that?  A group of Arab scholars came
together, organized by the U.N., to look at how we can help the
world reject these terrorists.  And the answer they came up
with was this:  One, more economic development.  We should key
our foreign aid, our direct foreign investment -- and that of
our friends -- we should coordinate it to make sure that we
push back and give them more economic development.  Number two,
better education.  Number three, gender equality.  Number four,
the rule of law.  We have to help these nations create civil
societies. 

 
But what’s been happening over the last couple of years is

as we’ve watched this tumult in the Middle East, this rising
tide of chaos occur, you see al Qaeda rushing in.  You see
other jihadist groups rushing in.  And they’re throughout many
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nations in the Middle East. 
 
It’s wonderful that Libya seems to be making some

progress, despite this terrible tragedy.  But next door, of
course, we have Egypt -- Libya is 6 million population, Egypt
80 million population.  We want to make sure that we’re seeing
progress throughout the Middle East, with Mali now having North
Mali taken over by al Qaeda; with Syria having Assad continuing
to kill -- to murder his own people.  This is a region in
tumult.  And of course, Iran on the path to a nuclear weapon -
- we’ve got real problems in the region.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let’s give the President a chance.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, I’m glad that you

recognize that al Qaeda is a threat, because a few months ago,
when you were asked what’s the biggest geopolitical threat
facing America, you said Russia -- not al Qaeda -- you said
Russia.  And the 1980s are now calling to ask for their foreign
policy back because the Cold War has been over for 20 years.
 
     But, Governor, when it comes to our foreign policy, you
seem to want to import the foreign policies of the 1980s, just
like the social policies of the 1950s, and the economic
policies of the 1920s.
 
     You say that you’re not interested in duplicating what
happened in Iraq, but just a few weeks ago you said you think
we should have more troops in Iraq right now.  And the
challenge we have -- I know you haven’t been in a position to
actually execute foreign policy, but every time you’ve offered
an opinion, you’ve been wrong.  You said we should have gone
into Iraq, despite the fact that there were no weapons of mass
destruction.  You said that we should still have troops in Iraq
to this day. 
 

You indicated that we shouldn’t be passing nuclear
treaties with Russia, despite the fact that 71 senators --
Democrats and Republicans -- voted for it.  You’ve said that,
first, we should not have a timeline in Afghanistan; then you
said we should; now you say maybe, or it depends -- which
means not only were you wrong, but you were also confusing and
sending mixed messages both to our troops and our allies.
 
     So what we need to do with respect to the Middle East is
strong, steady leadership, not wrong and reckless leadership
that is all over the map.  And unfortunately, that's the kinds
of opinions that you’ve offered throughout this campaign, and
it is not a recipe for American strength or keeping America
safe over the long term.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  I’m going to add a couple of minutes here
to give you a chance to respond.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, of course, I don't concur with
what the President said about my own record and the things that
I’ve said.  They don't happen to be accurate.
 
     But I can say this -- that we’re talking about the Middle
East and how to help the Middle East reject the kind of
terrorism we’re seeing and the rising tide of tumult and
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confusion.  And attacking me is not an agenda.  Attacking me is
not talking about how we’re going to deal with the challenges
that exist in the Middle East and take advantage of the
opportunity there and stem the tide of this violence.
 
     But I’ll respond to a couple of the things you mentioned. 
First of all, Russia I indicated is a geopolitical foe, not a -
-
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Number one geopolitical --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Excuse me.  It’s a geopolitical foe, and
I said in the same -- in the same paragraph I said, and Iran
is the greatest national security threat we face.  Russia does
continue to battle us in the U.N. time and time again.  I have
clear eyes on this.  I’m not going to wear rose-colored
glasses when it comes to Russia or Mr. Putin.  And I’m
certainly not going to say to him, I’ll give you more
flexibility after the election.  After the election, he’ll get
more backbone.
 
     Number two, with regards to Iraq, you and I agreed, I
believe, that there should have been a status of forces
agreement.  Did you --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That's not true.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Oh, you didn't -- you didn't want a
status of forces agreement?
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, what I -- what I would not have done
is left 10,000 troops in Iraq that would tie us down.  That
certainly would not help us in the Middle East.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m sorry.  You actually -- there was an
effort on the part of the President --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You are --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- to have a Status of Forces Agreement
--
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He was --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And I concurred in that and said that we
should have some number of troops that stayed on.  That was
something I concurred with --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- your posture.  That was my posture as
well.  You thought it should have been 5,000 troops. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I thought it should have been more
troops.  But you know what, the answer was --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  This is just a few weeks ago.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- we got no troops through whatsoever. 
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     THE PRESIDENT:  This is just a few weeks ago that you
indicated that we should still have troops in Iraq.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, I didn't.  I’m sorry, that's --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  You made a major speech.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I indicated that you -- I indicated that
you failed to put in place a status of forces agreement --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- at the end of the conflict that
existed in Iraq. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, here’s one thing --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let him answer, please.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Here’s one thing I’ve learned as
Commander-in-Chief.  You’ve got to be clear both to our allies
and our enemies about where you stand and what you mean.  Now,
you just gave a speech a few weeks ago in which you said we
should still have troops in Iraq.  That is not a recipe for
making sure that we are taking advantage of the opportunities
and meeting the challenges of the Middle East. 
 
     Now, it is absolutely true that we cannot just beat these
challenges militarily.  And so what I’ve done, throughout my
presidency and will continue to do, is, number one, make sure
that these countries are supporting our counterterrorism
efforts.
 

Number two, make sure that they are standing by our
interests in Israel’s security -- because it is a true friend
and our greatest ally in the region. 

 
Number three, we do have to make sure that we’re

protecting religious minorities and women because these
countries can’t develop unless all the population -- not just
half of it -- is developing. 

 
Number four, we do have to develop their economic

capabilities.  But number five, the other thing that we have to
do is recognize that we can’t continue to do nation-building in
these regions -- part of American leadership is making sure
that we’re doing nation-building here at home.  That will help
us maintain the kind of American leadership that we need.
 

MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me interject the second topic question
in this segment about the Middle East and so on.  And that is
-- you both mentioned -- alluded to this, and that is Syria. 

 
The war in Syria has now spilled over into Lebanon.  We

have, what, more than a hundred people that were killed there
in a bomb.  There were demonstrations there, eight people
dead.  Mr. President, it’s been more than a year since you saw
-- you told Assad he had to go.  Since then, 30,000 Syrians
have died.  We’ve had 300,000 refugees.  The war goes on; he’s
still there.  Should we reassess our policy and see if we can
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find a better way to influence events there, or is that even
possible?  And you go first, sir.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  What we’ve done is organize the

international community, saying Assad has to go.  We’ve
mobilized sanctions against that government.  We have made sure
that they are isolated.  We have provided humanitarian
assistance, and we are helping the opposition organize.  And
we’re particularly interested in making sure that we’re
mobilizing the moderate forces inside of Syria.

 
But ultimately, Syrians are going to have to determine

their own future.  And so everything we’re doing, we’re doing
in consultation with our partners in the region -- including
Israel, which obviously has a huge interest in seeing what
happens in Syria; coordinating with Turkey and other countries
in the region that have a great interest in this.

 
Now, what we’re seeing taking place in Syria is

heartbreaking.  And that’s why we are going to do everything we
can to make sure that we are helping the opposition.  But we
also have to recognize that for us to get more entangled
militarily in Syria is a serious step.  And we have to do so
making absolutely certain that we know who we are helping, that
we’re not putting arms in the hands of folks who eventually
could turn them against us or our allies in the region.

 
And I am confident that Assad’s days are numbered.  But

what we can’t do is to simply suggest that, as Governor Romney
at times has suggested, that giving heavy weapons, for example,
to the Syrian opposition is a simple proposition that would
lead us to be safer over the long term.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, let’s step back and talk about

what’s happening in Syria and how important it is.  First of
all, 30,000 people being killed by their government is a
humanitarian disaster.  Secondly, Syria is an opportunity for
us because Syria plays an important role in the Middle East,
particularly right now, Syria is Iran’s only ally in the Arab
world.  It’s their route to the sea.  It’s the route for them
to arm Hezbollah in Lebanon, which threatens, of course, our
ally, Israel.  And so seeing Syria remove Assad is a very high
priority for us.  Number two, seeing a replacement government
being responsible people is critical for us. 

 
And finally, we don’t want to have military involvement

there.  We don’t want to get drawn in to a military conflict. 
And so the right course for us is working through our partners
and with our own resources to identify responsible parties
within Syria, organize them, bring them together in a form of,
not government, a form of council that can take the lead in
Syria, and then make sure they have the arms necessary to
defend themselves.
 
     We do need to make sure that they don’t have arms that
get into the wrong hands, that those arms could be used to
hurt us down the road.  We need to make sure as well that we
coordinate this effort with our allies, and particularly with
Israel.  But the Saudis and the Qatari and the Turks are all
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very concerned about this.  They’re willing to work with us. 
We need to have a very effective leadership effort in Syria,
making sure that the insurgents there are armed and that the
insurgents that become armed are people who will be the
responsible parties.
 
     Recognize -- I believe that Assad must go.  I believe he
will go.  But I believe we want to make sure that we have the
relationships of friendship with the people that take his
place, such that in the years to come, we see Syria as a
friend and Syria as a responsible party in the Middle East. 
 

This is a critical opportunity for America.  And what I’m
afraid of is we’ve watched over the past year or so, first the
President saying, well, we’ll let the U.N. deal with it and
Assad -- excuse me -- Kofi Annan came in and said we’re going
to try -- have a ceasefire.  That didn’t work.  Then it looked
to the Russians and said, let’s see if you can do something. 
We should be playing the leadership role there -- not on the
ground with military, but play the leadership role.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We are playing the leadership role.  We
organized the Friends of Syria.  We are mobilizing humanitarian
support and support for the opposition.  And we are making sure
that those we help are those who will be friends of ours in
the long term and friends of our allies in the region over the
long term.
 
     But going back to Libya, because this is an example of
how we make choices -- when we went into Libya, and we were
able to immediately stop the massacre there because of the
unique circumstances and the coalition that we had helped to
organize, we also had to make sure that Muammar Qaddafi didn’t
stay there.
 

And to the Governor’s credit, you supported us going into
Libya and the coalition that we organized.  But when it came
time to making sure that Qaddafi did not stay in power, that he
was captured, Governor, your suggestion was that this was
mission creep, that this was mission muddle. 
 
     Imagine if we had pulled out at that point.  Muammar
Qaddafi had more American blood on his hands than any
individual other than Osama bin Laden, and so we were going to
make sure that we finished the job.  That’s part of the reason
why the Libyans stand with us.  But we did so in a careful,
thoughtful way, making certain that we knew who we were dealing
with; that those forces of moderation on the ground were ones
that we could work with.  And we have to take the same kind of
steady, thoughtful leadership when it comes to Syria.  That’s
exactly what we’re doing.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor, can I just ask you, would you go
beyond what the administration would do?  Like, for example,
would you put in no-fly zones over Syria?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I don’t want to have our military
involved in Syria.  I don’t think there’s a necessity to put
our military in Syria at this stage.  I don’t anticipate that
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in the future.  As I indicated, our objectives are to replace
Assad and to have in place a new government which is friendly
to us -- a responsible government, if possible.  And I want to
make sure they get armed and they have the arms necessary to
defend themselves, but also to remove Assad.
 
     But I do not want to see a military involvement on the
part of our troops.  And this isn’t going to be necessary.  We
have -- with our partners in the region, we have sufficient
resources to support those groups. 
 

But, look, this has been going on for a year.  This is a
time -- this should have been a time for American leadership. 
We should have taken a leading role -- not militarily, but a
leading role organizationally, governmentally -- to bring
together the parties there, to find responsible parties. 

 
As you hear from intelligence sources even today, the

insurgents are highly disparate; they haven’t come together;
they haven’t formed a unity group, a council of some kind. 
That needs to happen.  America can help that happen.  And we
need to make sure they have the arms they need to carry out
the very important role, which is getting rid of Assad.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Can we get a quick response, Mr.

President?  Because I want to ask about Egypt.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I’ll be very quick.  What you just heard

Governor Romney said is he doesn’t have different ideas, and
that’s because we’re doing exactly what we should be doing to
try to promote a moderate Syrian leadership and an effective
transition so that we get Assad out.  That’s the kind of
leadership we’ve shown.  That’s the kind of leadership we’ll
continue to show.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  May I ask you, during the Egyptian

turmoil, there came a point when you said it was time for
President Mubarak to go.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Right.
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Some in your administration thought

perhaps we should have waited a while on that.  Do you have
any regrets about that? 

 
THE PRESIDENT:  No, I don’t, because I think that America

has to stand with democracy.  The notion that we would have
tanks run over those young people who were in Tahrir Square --
that is not the kind of American leadership that John F.
Kennedy talked about 50 years ago. 

 
But what I’ve also said is that now that you have a

democratically elected government in Egypt, they have to make
sure that they take responsibility for protecting religious
minorities -- and we have put significant pressure on them to
make sure they’re doing that; to recognize the rights of women,
which is critical throughout the region.  These countries can’t
develop if young women are not given the kind of education that
they need.  They have to abide by their treaty with Israel. 
That is a red line for us, because not only is Israel’s
security at stake, but our security is at stake if that
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unravels.
 
They have to make sure that they’re cooperating with us

when it comes to counterterrorism.  And we will help them with
respect to developing their own economy -- because ultimately,
what’s going to make the Egyptian revolution successful for the
people of Egypt but also for the world is if those young
people who gathered there are seeing opportunities.  Their
aspirations are similar to young people’s here.  They want
jobs.  They want to be able to make sure their kids are going
to a good school.  They want to make sure that they have a
roof over their heads and that they have the prospects of a
better life in the future. 
 
     And so one of the things that we’ve been doing is, for
example, organizing entrepreneurship conferences with these
Egyptians to give them a sense of how they can start rebuilding
their economy in a way that’s non-corrupt, that’s transparent. 
 

But what is also important for us to understand is, is
that for America to be successful in this region, there are
some things that we’re going to have to do here at home as
well.  One of the challenges over the last decade is we’ve done
experiments in nation-building in places like Iraq and
Afghanistan, and we’ve neglected, for example, developing our
own economy, our own energy sectors, our own education system. 
And it’s very hard for us to project leadership around the
world when we’re not doing what we need to do here.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor Romney, I’m going to hear your
response to that.  But I would just ask you, would you have
stuck with Mubarak?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No.  I believe, as the President
indicated, and said at the time that I supported his action
there.  I felt that -- I wish we would have had a better
vision of the future.  I wish that, looking back at the
beginning of the President’s term and even further back than
that, that we would have recognized that there was a growing
energy and passion for freedom in that part of the world, and
that we would have worked more aggressively with our friend and
with other friends in the region to have them make the
transition towards a more representative form of government,
such that it didn’t explode in the way it did. 
 

But once it exploded, I felt the same as the President
did, which is these freedom voices in the streets of Egypt
were the people who were speaking of our principles.  And
President Mubarak had done things which were unimaginable, and
the idea of him crushing his people was not something that we
could possibly support.
 
     Let me step back and talk about what I think our mission
has to be in the Middle East and even more broadly -- because
our purpose is to make sure the world is more -- is peaceful. 
We want a peaceful planet.  We want people to be able to enjoy
their lives and know they’re going to have a bright and
prosperous future and not be at war.  That’s our purpose.  And
the mantle of leadership for promoting the principles of peace
has fallen to America.  We didn’t ask for it, but it’s an honor
that we have it.  But for us to be able to promote those
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principles of peace requires us to be strong, and that begins
with a strong economy here at home.  And unfortunately, the
economy is not stronger. 
 

When the President of Iraq -- excuse me, of Iran,
Ahmadinejad, says that our debt makes us not a great country,
that’s a frightening thing.  The former chief of -- the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said that -- Admiral Mullen -- said that our
debt is the biggest national security threat we face. 

 
     We have weakened our economy.  We need a strong economy. 
We need to have, as well, a strong military.  Our military is
second to none in the world.  We’re blessed with terrific
soldiers and extraordinary technology and intelligence.  But
the idea of a trillion dollars in cuts through sequestration
and budget cuts to the military would change that.
    
     We need to have strong allies.  Our association and
connection with our allies is essential to America’s strength. 
We’re the great nation that has allies -- 42 allies and friends
around the world.  And finally we have to stand by our
principles. 
 
     And if we’re strong in each of those things, American
influence will grow.  But, unfortunately, in nowhere in the
world is America’s influence greater today than it was four
years ago. 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And that's because we’ve become weaker -
-
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, I think --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- on each of those four dimensions.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  You’re going to get a chance to respond
to that because that's a perfect segue into our next segment,
and that is what is America’s role in the world.  And that is
the question:  What do each of you see as our role in the
world?  And I believe, Governor Romney, it’s your turn to go
first.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I absolutely believe that America
has a responsibility and the privilege of helping defend
freedom and promote the principles that make the world more
peaceful, and those principles include human rights, human
dignity, free enterprise, freedom of expression, elections --
because when there are elections, people tend to vote for
peace.  They don't vote for war.  So we want to promote those
principles around the world. 
 
     We recognize that there are places of conflict in the
world. We want to end those conflicts to the extent humanly
possible.  But in order to be able to fulfill our role in the
world, America must be strong.  America must lead.  And for
that to happen, we have to strengthen our economy here at
home.  You can't have 23 million people struggling to get a
job.  You can't have an economy that over the last three years
keeps slowing down in its growth rate.  You can't have kids
coming out of college, half of whom can't find a job today, or
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a job that's commensurate with their college degree.  We have
to get our economy going.
 
     And our military -- we’ve got to strengthen our military
long term.  We don't know what the world is going to throw at
us down the road.  We make decisions today in a military that
will confront challenges we can't imagine.  In the 2000
debates, there was no mention of terrorism, for instance.  And
a year later, 9/11 happened.  So we have to make decisions
based upon uncertainty, and that means a strong military.  I
will not cut our military budget.
 
     We have to also stand by our allies.  I think the tension
that existed between Israel and the United States was very
unfortunate.  I think also that pulling our missile defense
program out of Poland in the way we did was also unfortunate in
terms of, if you will, disrupting the relationship in some ways
that existed between us.
 
     And then of course, with regards to standing for our
principles, when the students took the streets in Tehran, and
the people there protested, the Green Revolution occurred.  For
the President to be silent, I thought was an enormous mistake. 
We have to stand for our principles, stand for our allies,
stand for a strong military and stand for a stronger economy.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  America remains the one indispensible
nation, and the world needs a strong America, and it is
stronger now than when I came into office.  Because we ended
the war in Iraq, we were able to refocus our attention on not
only the terrorist threat, but also beginning a transition
process in Afghanistan.
 
     It also allowed us to refocus on alliances and
relationships that had been neglected for a decade.  And,
Governor Romney, our alliances have never been stronger -- in
Asia, in Europe, in Africa, with Israel, where we have
unprecedented military and intelligence cooperation, including
dealing with the Iranian threat. 
 

But what we also have been able to do is position
ourselves so we can start rebuilding America.  And that’s what
my plan does -- making sure that we’re bringing manufacturing
back to our shores so that we’re creating jobs here, as we’ve
done with the auto industry -- not rewarding companies that are
shipping jobs overseas; making sure that we’ve got the best
education system in the world, including retraining our workers
for the jobs of tomorrow. 

 
Doing everything we can to control our own energy.  We’ve

cut our oil imports to the lowest level in two decades because
we’ve developed oil and natural gas, but we also have to
develop clean energy technologies that will allow us to cut our
exports in half by 2020.  That’s the kind of leadership that
we need to show. 
 

And we’ve got to make sure that we reduce our deficit. 
Unfortunately, Governor Romney’s plan doesn’t do it.  We’ve got
to do it in a responsible way by cutting out spending we don’t

21619



need, but also by asking the wealthiest to pay a little bit
more. That way we can invest in the research and technology
that’s always kept us at the cutting edge.

 
Now, Governor Romney has taken a different approach

throughout this campaign.  Both at home and abroad, he has
proposed wrong and reckless policies.  He’s praised George Bush
as a good economic steward and Dick Cheney as somebody who
shows great wisdom and judgment.  And taking us back to those
kinds of strategies that got us into this mess are not the way
that we are going to maintain leadership in the 21st century.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor Romney, wrong and reckless

policies?
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’ve got the policy for a future, an

agenda for the future.  And when it comes to our economy here
at home, I know what it takes to create 12 million new jobs
and rising take-home pay.  And what we’ve seen over the last
four years is something I don’t want to see over the next four
years.

 
The President said by now we’d be at 5.4 percent

unemployment.  We’re 9 million jobs short of that.  I will get
America working again and see rising take-home pay again, and
I’ll do it with five simple steps.

 
Number one, we are going to have North American energy

independence.  We’re going to do it by taking full advantage of
oil, coal, gas, nuclear, and our renewables.  Number two, we’re
going to increase our trade.  Trade grows about 12 percent per
year.  It doubles about every five or so years.  We can do
better than that, particularly in Latin America. 
 

The opportunities for us in Latin America we have just not
taken advantage of fully.  As a matter of fact, Latin America’s
economy is almost as big as the economy of China.  We’re all
focused on China.  Latin America is a huge opportunity for us -
- time zone, language opportunities.
 
     Number three, we’re going to have to have training
programs that work for our workers and schools that finally put
the parents and the teachers and the kids first, and the
teachers unions are going to have to go behind.
 
     And then we’re going to have to get to a balanced
budget.  We can’t expect entrepreneurs and businesses, large
and small, to take their life savings or their company’s money
and invest in America if they think we’re headed to the road
to Greece.  And that’s where we’re going right now unless we
finally get off this spending and borrowing binge.  And I’ll
get us on track to a balanced budget.
 
     And finally, number five, we’ve got to champion small
business.  Small businesses are where jobs come from.  Two-
thirds of our jobs come from small businesses.  New business
formation is down at the lowest level in 30 years under this
administration.  I want to bring it back and get back good jobs
and rising take-home pay.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, let’s talk about what we need to

21620



compete.  First of all, Governor Romney talks about small
businesses, but, Governor, when you were in Massachusetts,
small businesses development ranked about 48th, I think, out of
50 states in Massachusetts because the policies that you’re
promoting actually don’t help small businesses.  And the way
you define small businesses include folks at the very top --
they include you and me.  That’s not the kind of small business
promotion we need.
 
     But let’s take an example that we know is going to make a
difference in the 21st century, and that’s our education
policy. We didn’t have a lot of chance to talk about this in
the last debate.  Under my leadership, what we’ve done is
reformed education, working with governors -- 46 states.  We’ve
seen progress and gains in schools that were having a terrible
time, and they’re starting to finally make progress.  And what
I now want to do is to hire more teachers, especially in math
and science, because we know that we’ve fallen behind when it
comes to math and science.  And those teachers can make a
difference.
 
     Now, Governor Romney, when you were asked by teachers
whether or not this would help the economy grow, you said this
isn’t going to help the economy grow.  When you were asked
about reduced class sizes, you said class sizes don’t make a
difference.  But I tell you, if you talk to teachers, they will
tell you it does make a difference.  And if we’ve got math
teachers who are able to provide the kind of support that they
need for our kids, that’s what’s going to determine whether or
not the new businesses are created here.  Companies are going
to locate here depending on whether we’ve got the most highly
skilled workforce. 
 
     And the kinds of budget proposals that you’ve put forward,
when we don’t ask either you or me to pay a dime more in terms
of reducing the deficit, but instead we slash support for
education, that’s undermining our long-term competitiveness. 
That is not good for America’s position in the world -- and the
world notices.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me get back to foreign policy.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, look --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Can I just get back to --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I need to speak a moment if
you’ll let me, Bob --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Okay.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- just about education, because I’m so
proud of the state that I had the chance to be governor of. 
We have, every two years, tests that look at how well our kids
are doing.  Fourth-graders and eighth-graders are tested in
English and math.  While I was governor, I was proud that our
fourth-graders came out number one of all 50 states in English
and then also in math, and our eighth-graders number one in
English and also in math.  First time one state had been number
one in all four measures.
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     How did we do that?  Well, Republicans and Democrats came
together on a bipartisan basis to put in place education
principles that focused on having great teachers in the
classroom, and that was --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Ten years earlier, Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- and that was what allowed us to
become the number-one state in the nation.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  But that was 10 years before you took
office.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And this is -- and we were --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Gentlemen.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Absolutely --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  And then you cut education spending when
you came into office.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The first -- and we kept our schools
number one in the nation.  They’re still number one today.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And the principles that we put in place
-- we also gave kids not just a graduation exam that determined
whether they were up to the skills needed to be able to
compete, but also if they graduated in the top quarter of their
class they got a four-year, tuition-free ride at any
Massachusetts public institution of higher learning.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  That happened before you came into office,
though.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That was actually mine.  Actually, Mr.
President, you’ve got that fact wrong.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me just -- I want to try to shift it,
because we have heard some of this in the other debates. 
Governor, you say you want a bigger military, you want a bigger
Navy.  You don’t want to cut defense spending.  What I want to
ask you -- we’re talking about financial problems in this
country -- where are you going to get the money?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, let’s come back and talk about the
military, but all the way through.  First of all, I’m going
through from the very beginning -- we’re going to cut about 5
percent of the discretionary budget, excluding military. 
That’s number one, all right?  And that’s --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  But can you do this without driving us
deeper into debt?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  The good news is -- I’ll be happy to
have you take a look.  Come on our website; you’ll look at how
we get to a balanced budget within 8 to 10 years.  We do it by
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getting  -- by reducing spending in a whole series of
programs.  By the way, number one I get rid of is Obamacare. 
There are a number of things that sound good, but, frankly, we
just can’t afford them, and that one doesn’t sound good and
it’s not affordable.  So I get rid of that one from day one. 
To the extent humanly possible, we get that out.  We take
program after program that we don’t absolutely have to have and
we get rid of them.
 
     Number two, we take some programs that we are going to
keep, like Medicaid, which is a program for the poor -- we
take that health care program for the poor and we give it to
the states to run because states run these programs more
efficiently.  As a governor, I thought, please, give me this
program.  I can run this more efficiently than the federal
government.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Can he do that?
    
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And states, by the way, are proving it. 
States like Arizona, Rhode Island have taken these Medicaid
dollars, have shown they can run these programs more cost-
effectively.  And so I want to do those two things.  It gets
us to a balanced budget within 8 to 10 years.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Bob --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let --
    
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let’s get back to the military, though. 
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Well, that’s what I’m trying to find out
about.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  He should have answered the first
question.
Look, Governor Romney has called for $5 trillion of tax cuts
that he says he’s going to pay for by closing deductions.  Now,
the math doesn’t work, but he continues to claim that he’s
going to do it.  He then wants to spend another $2 trillion on
military spending that our military is not asking for. 
 
     Now, keep in mind that our military spending has gone up
every single year that I’ve been in office.  We spend more on
our military than the next 10 countries combined -- China,
Russia, France, the United Kingdom, you name it -- next 10. 
And what I did was work with our Joint Chiefs of Staff to
think about what are we going to need in the future to make
sure that we are safe, and that’s the budget that we’ve put
forward.
 
     But what you can’t do is spend $2 trillion in additional
military spending that the military is not asking for; $5
trillion on tax cuts.  You say that you’re going to pay for it
by closing loopholes and deductions without naming what those
loopholes and deductions are, and then somehow you’re also
going to deal with the deficit that we’ve already got.  The
math simply doesn’t work. 
 
     But when it comes to our military, what we have to think
about is not just budgets.  We’ve got think about
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capabilities.  We need to be thinking about cybersecurity.  We
need to be thinking about space.  That's exactly what our
budget does, but it’s driven by strategy.  It’s not driven by
politics.  It’s not driven by members of Congress and what they
would like to see.  It’s driven by what are we going to need
to keep the American people safe.  That's exactly what our
budget does.
 
     And it also then allows us to reduce our deficit, which
is a significant national security concern, because we’ve got
to make sure that our economy is strong at home so that we can
project military power overseas.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Bob, I’m pleased that I’ve balanced
budgets.  I was in the world of business for 25 years.  You
didn't balance your budget, you went out of business.  I went
to the Olympics that was out of balance, and we got it on
balance and made a success there.  I had the chance to be
governor of our state; four years in a row, Democrats and
Republicans came together to balance the budget.  We cut taxes
19 times, balanced our budget. 
 
     The President hasn’t balanced a budget yet.  I expect to
have the opportunity to do so myself.  I’m going to be able to
balance the budget.
 
     Let’s talk about military spending, and that's this -- our
Navy --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Thirty seconds.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Our Navy is old -- excuse me, our Navy
is smaller now than any time since 1917.  The Navy said they
needed 313 ships to carry out their mission; we’re now down to
285.  We’re headed down to the low 200s if we go through with 
sequestration.  That's unacceptable to me.  I want to make sure
that we have the ships that are required by our Navy. 
 
     Our Air Force is older and smaller than any time since it
was founded in 1947.  We’ve changed for the first time since
FDR -- since FDR, we had the -- we’ve always had the strategy
of saying we could fight in two conflicts at once.  Now we’re
changing to one conflict. 
 

Look, this, in my view, is the highest responsibility of
the President of the United States, which is to maintain the
safety of the American people.  And I will not cut our military
budget by a trillion dollars, which is the combination of the
budget cuts the President has, as well as the sequestration
cuts.  That, in my view, is making our future less certain and
less secure --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, I just need to comment on this. 
First of all, the sequester is not something that I proposed. 
It’s something that Congress has proposed.  It will not
happen.  The budget that we’re talking about is not reducing
our military spending, it’s maintaining it. 
 

But I think Governor Romney maybe hasn’t spent enough time
looking at how our military works.  You mentioned the Navy, for
example, and that we have fewer ships than we did in 1916. 
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Well, Governor, we also have fewer horses and bayonets, because
the nature of our military has changed.  We have these things
called aircraft carriers where planes land on them.  We have
these ships that go underwater, nuclear submarines.  And so the
question is not a game of Battleship where we’re counting
ships; it’s what are our capabilities.

 
And so when I sit down with the Secretary of the Navy and

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, we determine how are we going to be
best able to meet all of our defense needs in a way that also
keeps faith with our troops, that also makes sure that our
veterans have the kind of support that they need when they come
home.  And that is not reflected in the kind of budget that
you’re putting forward, because it just doesn’t work.  And we
visited the website quite a bit and it still doesn’t work.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  A lot to cover.  I’d like to move to the

next segment:  Red lines -- Israel and Iran.  Would either of
you -- and you’ll have two minutes -- and, President Obama, you
have the first go at this one.  Would either of you be willing
to declare that an attack on Israel is an attack on the United
States -- which, of course, is the same promise that we give
to our close allies like Japan.  And if you made such a
declaration, would not that deter Iran?  It’s certainly
deterred the Soviet Union for a long, long time when we made
that promise to our allies.

 
Mr. President.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  First of all, Israel is a true friend; it

is our greatest ally in the region.  And if Israel is attacked,
America will stand with Israel.  I’ve made that clear
throughout my presidency. 

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  So you’re saying we’ve already made that

declaration?
 
THE PRESIDENT:  I will stand with Israel if they are

attacked.  And this is the reason why, working with Israel, we
have created the strongest military and intelligence
cooperation between our two countries in history.  In fact,
this week, we’ll be carrying out the largest military exercise
with Israel in history -- this very week. 

 
But to the issue of Iran, as long as I’m President of the

United States, Iran will not get a nuclear weapon.  I made that
clear when I came into office.  We then organized the strongest
coalition and the strongest sanctions against Iran in history,
and it is crippling their economy.  Their currency has dropped
80 percent.  Their oil production has plunged to the lowest
level since they were fighting a war with Iraq 20 years ago. 
So their economy is in shambles. 

 
And the reason we did this is because a nuclear Iran is a

threat to our national security and it’s a threat to Israel’s
national security.  We cannot afford to have a nuclear arms
race in the most volatile region in the world.  Iran is a state
sponsor of terrorism, and for them to be able to provide
nuclear technology to non-state actors, that’s unacceptable. 
And they have said that they want to see Israel wiped off the
map.
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So the work that we’ve done with respect to sanctions now

offers Iran a choice:  They can take the diplomatic route and
end their nuclear program, or they will have to face a united
world and a United States President -- me -- who said we’re not
going to take any options off the table.
 
     The disagreement I have with Governor Romney is that
during the course of this campaign, he’s often talked as if we
should take premature military action.  I think that would be a
mistake, because when I’ve sent young men and women into harm’s
way, I always understand that that is the last resort, not the
first resort.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Two minutes.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, first of all, I want to
underscore the same point the President made, which is that if
I’m President of the United States -- when I’m President of the
United States, we will stand with Israel.  And if Israel is
attacked, we have their back, not just diplomatically, not just
culturally, but militarily.  That’s number one.
 
     Number two, with regards to Iran and the threat of Iran -
- there’s no question but that a nuclear Iran, a nuclear-
capable Iran is unacceptable to America.  It presents a threat
not only to our friends, but ultimately a threat to us to have
Iran have nuclear material, nuclear weapons that could be used
against us or used to be threatening to us.
 
     It’s also essential for us to understand what our mission
is in Iran, and that is to dissuade Iran from having a nuclear
weapon through peaceful and diplomatic means.  And crippling
sanctions are something I called for five years ago -- when I
was in Israel speaking at the Herzliya conference, I laid out
seven steps.  Crippling sanctions were number one and they do
work.  You’re seeing it right now in the economy.  It’s
absolutely the right thing to do to have crippling sanctions. 
I’d have put them in place earlier, but it’s good that we have
them.
 
     Number two, something I would add today is I would
tighten those sanctions.  I would say that ships that carry
Iranian oil can’t come into our ports.  I imagine the EU would
agree with us as well.  Not only ships couldn’t, I’d say
companies that are moving their oil can’t; people who are
trading in their oil can’t.  I would tighten those sanctions
further.
 
     Secondly, I’d take on diplomatic isolation efforts.  I’d
make sure that Ahmadinejad is indicted under the genocide
convention.  His words amount to genocide in citation.  I would
indict him for it.  I would also make sure that their diplomats
are treated like the pariah they are around the world -- the
same way we treated the apartheid diplomats of South Africa. 
We need to increase pressure time and time again on Iran
because anything other than a solution to this which says --
which stops this nuclear folly of theirs is unacceptable to
America. 
 

And of course, a military action is the last resort.  It
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is something one would only -- only consider if all of the
other avenues had been tried to their full extent.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask both of you, there are -- as

you know, there are reports that Iran and the United States as
part of an international group have agreed in principle to
talks about Iran’s nuclear program.  What is the deal -- if
there are such talks, what is the deal that you would accept?

 
Mr. President.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, first of all, those are reports in

the newspaper.  They are not true.  But our goal is to get Iran
to recognize it needs to give up its nuclear program and abide
by the U.N. resolutions that have been in place -- because they
have the opportunity to reenter the community of nations.  And
we would welcome that. 
 
     There are people in Iran who have the same aspirations as
people all around the world for a better life.  And we hope
that their leadership takes the right decision.  But the deal
we’ll accept is they end their nuclear program.  It’s very
straightforward. 
 

And I’m glad that Governor Romney agrees with the steps
that we’re taking.  There have been times, Governor, frankly,
during the course of this campaign where it sounded like you
thought that you’d do the same things we did, but you’d say
them louder and somehow that would make a difference.  And it
turns out that the work involved in setting up these crippling
sanctions is painstaking.  It’s meticulous. 

 
We started from the day we got into office.  And the

reason it was so important -- and this is a testament to how
we’ve restored American credibility and strength around the
world -- is we had to make sure that all the countries
participated, even countries like Russia and China, because if
it’s just us that are imposing sanctions, we’ve had sanctions
in place for a long time. It’s because we got everybody to
agree that Iran is seeing so much pressure.  And we’ve got to
maintain that pressure. 

 
There is a deal to be had, and that is that they abide by

the rules that have already been established; they convince the
international community they are not pursuing a nuclear
program; there are inspections that are very intrusive, but
over time what they can do is regain credibility.
 
     In the meantime, though, we’re not going to let up the
pressure until we have clear evidence that that takes place.
 
     And one last thing, just to make this point -- the clock
is ticking.  We’re not going to allow Iran to perpetually
engage in negotiations that lead nowhere.  And I’ve been very
clear to them.  Because of the intelligence coordination that
we do with a range of countries, including Israel, we have a
sense of when they would get breakout capacity, which means
that we would not be able to intervene in time to stop their
nuclear program.  And that clock is ticking.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
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     THE PRESIDENT:  And we’re going to make sure that if they
do not meet the demands of the international community, then we
are going to take all options necessary to make sure they don't
have a nuclear weapon.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I think from the very beginning, one of
the challenges we’ve had with Iran is that they have looked at
this administration and felt that the administration was not as
strong as it needed to be.  I think they saw weakness where
they had expected to find American strength. 
 
     And I say that because from the very beginning, the
President, in his campaign some four years ago, said he’d meet
with all the world’s worst actors in his first year.  He’d sit
down with Chavez and Kim Jong-il, with Castro and with
President Ahmadinejad of Iran.  And I think they looked and
thought, well, that's an unusual honor to receive from the
President of the United States.
 
     And then the President began what I’ve called an apology
tour of going to various nations in the Middle East and
criticizing America.  I think they looked at that and saw
weakness.  Then when there were dissidents in the streets of
Tehran, a Green Revolution, holding signs saying, is America
with us, the President was silent.  I think they noticed that
as well. And I think that when the President said he was going
to create daylight between ourselves and Israel, that they
noticed that as well. 
 

All of these things suggested, I think, to the Iranian
mullahs that, hey, we can keep on pushing along here, we can
keep talks going on, we’re just going to keep on spinning
centrifuges. Now there are some 10,000 centrifuges spinning
uranium, preparing to create a nuclear threat to the United
States and to the world. That’s unacceptable for us. 
 

And it’s essential for a President to show strength from
the very beginning, to make it very clear what is acceptable
and not acceptable.  And an Iranian nuclear program is not
acceptable to us.  They must not develop nuclear capability. 
And the way to make sure they understand that is by having from
the very beginning the tightest sanctions possible.  They need
to be tightened.  Our diplomatic isolation needs to be
tougher.  We need to indict Ahmadinejad.  We need to put the
pressure on them as hard as we possibly can, because if we do
that, we won’t have to take the military action.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, let me just respond.  Nothing

Governor Romney just said is true, starting with this notion of
me apologizing.  This has been probably the biggest whopper
that’s been told during the course of this campaign.  And every
fact-checker and every reporter who’s looked at it, Governor,
has said this is not true. 

 
And when it comes to tightening sanctions, look, as I said

before, we’ve put in the toughest, most crippling sanctions
ever. And the fact is, while we were coordinating an
international coalition to make sure these sanctions were
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effective, you were still invested in a Chinese state oil
company that was doing business with the Iranian oil sector. 
So I’ll let the American people decide, judge who is going to
be more effective and more credible when it comes to imposing
crippling sanctions.

 
And with respect to our attitude about the Iranian

Revolution, I was very clear about the murderous activities
that had taken place and that was contrary to international law
and everything that civilized people stand for.  And so the
strength that we have shown in Iran is shown by the fact that
we’ve been able to mobilize the world.

 
When I came into office, the world was divided; Iran was

resurgent.  Iran is at its weakest point economically,
strategically, militarily, than in many years.  And we are
going to continue to keep the pressure on to make sure that
they do not get a nuclear weapon.  That’s in America’s national
interest, and that will be the case so long as I’m President.

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  We’re four years closer to a nuclear

Iran. We’re four years closer to a nuclear Iran.  And we
should not have wasted these four years to the extent they’ve
continued to be able to spin these centrifuges and get that
much closer.  That’s number one.

 
Number two, Mr. President, the reason I call it an apology

tour is because you went to the Middle East and you flew to
Egypt and to Saudi Arabia and to Turkey and Iraq, and -- and,
by the way, you skipped Israel, our closest friend in the
region, but you went to the other nations.  And, by the way,
they noticed that you skipped Israel.  And then in those
nations, and on Arabic TV, you said that America had been
dismissive and derisive.  You said that on occasion America has
dictated to other nations.  Mr. President, America has not
dictated to other nations.  We have freed other nations from
dictator.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Bob, let me respond.  If we’re going to

talk about trips that we’ve taken -- when I was a candidate
for office, the first trip I took was to visit our troops.  And
when I went to Israel as a candidate, I didn’t take donors, I
didn’t attend fundraisers.  I went to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust
museum there, to remind myself the nature of evil and why our
bond with Israel will be unbreakable. 

 
And then I went down to the border town of Sderot, which

had experienced missiles raining down from Hamas.  And I saw
families there who showed me where missiles had come down near
their children’s bedrooms, and I was reminded of what that
would mean if those were my kids -- which is why, as
President, we funded an Iron Dome program to stop those
missiles.  So that’s how I’ve used my travels, when I traveled
to Israel and when I traveled to the region. 
 

And the central question at this point is going to be
who’s going to be credible to all parties involved.  And they
can look at my track record -- whether it’s Iran’s sanctions,
whether it’s dealing with counterterrorism, whether it’s
supporting democracy, whether it’s supporting women’s rights,
whether it’s supporting religious minorities -- and they can
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say that the President of the United States and the United
States of America has stood on the right side of history.  And
that kind of credibility is precisely why we’ve been able to
show leadership on a wide range of issues facing the world
right now.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  What if the Prime Minister of Israel

called you on the phone and said, “Our bombers are on the way. 
We’re going to bomb Iran” -- what do you say?

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Bob, let’s not go into hypotheticals of

that nature.  Our relationship with Israel, my relationship
with the Prime Minister of Israel is such that we would not get
a call saying our bombers are on the way or their fighters are
on the way.  This is the kind of thing that would have been
discussed and thoroughly evaluated well before that kind of
last minute --

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  So you’re saying --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m just saying that’s just not --
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Okay, well, let’s see what --
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Let’s come back to what the President

was speaking about, which is what’s happening in the world, and
the President’s statement that things are going so well.  Look,
I look at what’s happening around the world and I see Iran four
years closer to a bomb.  I see the Middle East with a rising
tide of violence, chaos, tumult.  I see jihadists continuing to
spread -- whether they’re rising or just about the same level,
hard to precisely measure but it’s clear they’re there. 
They’re very strong.  I see Syria with 30,000 civilians dead. 
Assad is still in power.  I see our trade deficit with China
larger than it’s -- growing larger every year, as a matter of
fact.  I look around the world and I don’t feel that -- you
see North Korea continuing to export their nuclear technology. 
Russia has said they’re not going to follow Nunn-Lugar
anymore.  They’re -- back away from a nuclear proliferation
treaty that we had with them. 

 
I look around the world -- I don’t see our influence

growing around the world.  I see our influence receding -- in
part because of the failure of the President to deal with our
economic challenges at home; in part because of our withdrawal
from our commitment to our military in the way I think it ought
to be; in part because of the turmoil with Israel.  I mean,
the President received a letter from 38 Democrat senators
saying that tensions with Israel were a real problem.  They
asked him, please repair the tension -- Democrat senators --
please repair the damage in his own party.

 
THE PRESIDENT:  All right, Governor, the problem is, is

that on a whole range of issues -- whether it’s the Middle
East, whether it’s Afghanistan, whether it’s Iraq, whether it’s
now Iran -- you’ve been all over the map.  I mean, I’m pleased
that you now are endorsing our policy of applying diplomatic
pressure and potentially having bilateral discussions with the
Iranians to end their nuclear program.

 
But just a few years ago, you said that’s something you’d
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never do.  In the same way that you initially opposed a
timetable in Afghanistan; now you’re for it, although it
depends.  In the same way that you say you would have ended the
war in Iraq, but recently gave a speech saying that we should
have 20,000 more folks in there.  The same way that you said
that it was mission creep to go after Qaddafi.

 
When it comes to going after Osama bin Laden, you said,

well, any President would make that call.  But when you were a
candidate in 2008 -- as I was -- and I said if I got bin Laden
in our sights, I would take that shot, you said we shouldn’t
move heaven and earth to get one man.  You said we should ask
Pakistan for permission.  And if we had asked Pakistan for
permission, we would not have gotten it [him].  And it was
worth moving heaven and earth to get him.* 

 
After we killed bin Laden, I was at Ground Zero for a

memorial and talked to a young woman who was four years old
when 9/11 happened.  And the last conversation she had with her
father was him calling from the Twin Towers, saying, “Peyton, I
love you, and I will always watch over you.”  And for the next
decade she was haunted by that conversation.  And she said to
me, “By finally getting bin Laden, that brought some closure to
me.”  And when we do things like that, when we bring those who
have harmed us to justice, that sends a message to the world,
and it tells Peyton that we did not forget her father.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.
 
THE PRESIDENT:  And I make that point because that’s the

kind of clarity of leadership -- and those decisions are not
always popular.  Those decisions generally are not poll-
tested.  And even some in my own party, including my current
Vice President, had the same critique as you did.  But what the
American people understand is, is that I look at what we need
to get done to keep the American people safe and to move our
interests forward, and I make those decisions.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right, let’s go and that leads us --

this takes us right to the next segment, Governor, America’s
longest war, Afghanistan and Pakistan --

 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Bob --
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor, you get to go first here.
 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  You can’t -- okay, but you can’t have the

President just lay out a whole series of items without giving
me a chance to respond.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Well, with respect, sir, you had laid out
quite a program there. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, that's probably true.  (Laughter.)
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  And we’ll give you -- we’ll give you --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  We’ll agree --
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  We’ll catch up.  The United States is
scheduled to turn over responsibility for security in
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Afghanistan to the Afghan government in 2014.  At that point we
will withdraw our combat troops, leave a smaller force of
Americans -- if I understand our policy -- in Afghanistan for
training purposes.  It seems to me the key question here is
what do you do if the deadline arrives and it is obvious the
Afghans are unable to handle their security?  Do we still
leave?  And I believe, Governor Romney, you go first.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, we’re going to be finished by
2014. And when I’m President, we’ll make sure we bring our
troops out by the end of 2014.  The commanders and the generals
there are on track to do so.  We’ve seen progress over the
last several years. The surge has been successful, and the
training program is proceeding apace.  There are a large number
of Afghan security forces -- 350,000 -- that are ready to step
in to provide security, and we’re going to be able to make
that transition by the end of 2014.  So our troops will come
home at that point.
 
     I can tell you at the same time that we will make sure
that we look at what’s happening in Pakistan and recognize that
what’s happening in Pakistan is going to have a major impact on
the success in Afghanistan.  And I say that because I know a
lot of people just feel like we should brush our hands and walk
away -- and I don't mean you, Mr. President -- but some people
in our nation feel that Pakistan isn’t being nice to us and
that we should just walk away from them.
 

Pakistan is important to the region, to the world, and to
us, because Pakistan has a hundred nuclear warheads, and
they're rushing to build a lot more.  They’ll have more than
Great Britain sometime in the relatively near future.  They
also have the Haqqani Network and the Taliban existent within
their country. 

 
And so a Pakistan that falls apart, becomes a failed

state, would be of extraordinary danger to Afghanistan and to
us.  And so we’re going to have to remain helpful in
encouraging Pakistan to move towards a more stable government
and rebuild a relationship with us.  And that means that our
aid that we provide to Pakistan is going to have to be
conditioned upon certain benchmarks being met.  So for me, I
look at this as both a need to help move Pakistan in the right
direction and also to get Afghanistan to be ready, and they
will be ready by the end of 2014.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Mr. President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  When I came into office, we were still
bogged down in Iraq, and Afghanistan had been drifting for a
decade.  We ended the war in Iraq, refocused our attention on
Afghanistan.  And we did deliver a surge of troops.  That was
facilitated in part because we had ended the war in Iraq.  And
we are now in a position where we have met many of the
objectives that got us there in the first place.
 
     Part of what had happened is we had forgotten why we had
gone.  We went because there were people who were responsible
for 3,000 American deaths.  And so we decimated al Qaeda’s core
leadership in the border regions between Afghanistan and
Pakistan.  We then started to build up Afghan forces, and we're
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now in a position where we can transition out, because there’s
no reason why Americans should die when Afghans are perfectly
capable of defending their own country.
 
     That transition has to take place in a responsible
fashion. We’ve been there a long time, but we’ve got to make
sure that we and our coalition partners are pulling out
responsibly and giving Afghans the capabilities that they need.
 
     But what I think the American people recognize is after a
decade of war, it’s time to do some nation-building here at
home. And what we can now do is free up some resources to, for
example, put Americans back to work -- especially our veterans
-- rebuilding our roads, our bridges, our schools; making sure
that our veterans are getting the care that they need when it
comes to Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Traumatic Brain
Injury; making sure that the certifications that they need for
good jobs of the future are in place. 
 
     I was having lunch with some -- a veteran in Minnesota
who had been a medic dealing with the most extreme
circumstances.  When he came home and he wanted to become a
nurse, he had to start from scratch.  And what we’ve said is
let’s change those certifications.  The First Lady has done
great work with an organization called Joining Forces, putting
our veterans back to work.  And as a consequence, veterans’
unemployment is actually now lower than the general population;
it was higher when I came into office.
 
     So those are the kinds of things that we can now do
because we’re making that transition in Afghanistan.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right, let me go to Governor Romney,
because you talked about Pakistan and what needs to be done
there.  General Allen, our commander in Afghanistan, says that
Americans continue to die at the hands of groups who are
supported by Pakistan.  We know that Pakistan has arrested the
doctor who helped us catch Obama -- bin Laden.  It still
provides safe haven for terrorists.  Yet we continue to give
Pakistan billions of dollars.  Is it time for us to divorce
Pakistan?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  No, it’s not time to divorce a nation on
Earth that has 100 nuclear weapons and is on the way to double
that at some point; a nation that has serious threats from
terrorist groups within its nation -- as I indicated before,
the Taliban, the Haqqani Network.  It’s a nation that’s not
like others and it does not have a civilian leadership that is
calling the shots there.  You’ve got the ISI, their
intelligence organization, that’s probably the most powerful of
three branches there.  Then you have the military and then you
have the civilian government.
 
     This is a nation which, if it falls apart, if it becomes
a failed state, there are nuclear weapons there, and you’ve got
terrorists there who could grab their hands onto those nuclear
weapons.  This is an important part of the world for us. 
Pakistan is technically an ally, and they’re not acting very
much like an ally right now, but we have some work to do.
 
     And I don’t blame the administration for the fact that the
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relationship with Pakistan is strained.  We had to go into
Pakistan.  We had to go in there to get Osama bin Laden.  That
was the right thing to do.  And that upset them, but there was
obviously a great deal of anger even before that.  But we’re
going to have to work with the people in Pakistan to try and
help them move to a more responsible course than the one that
they’re on. 
 

It’s important for them.  It’s important for the nuclear
weapons.  It’s important for the success of Afghanistan,
because inside Pakistan you have a large -- Pashtuns that are
Taliban.  They’re going to come rushing back in to Afghanistan
when we go, and that’s one of the reasons the Afghan security
forces have so much work to do to be able to fight against
that. 
 
     But it’s important for us to recognize that we can’t just
walk away from Pakistan.  But we do need to make sure that as
we send support for them, that this is tied to them making
progress on matters that would lead them to becoming a civil
society.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you, Governor -- because we
know President Obama’s position on this -- what is your
position on the use of drones?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, I believe that we should use any
and all means necessary to take out people who pose a threat to
us and our friends around the world.  And it’s widely reported
that drones are being used in drone strikes, and I support that
entirely, and feel the President was right to up the usage of
that technology, and believe that we should continue to use it
to continue to go after the people who represent a threat to
this nation and to our friends.
 
     Let me also note that, as I said earlier, we’re going to
have to do more than just going after leaders and killing bad
guys, important as that is.  We’re also going to have to have
a far more effective and comprehensive strategy to help move
the world away from terror and Islamic extremism.  We haven’t
done that yet. 
 

We talk a lot about these things, but you look at the
record -- you look at the record of the last four years and
say, is Iran closer to a bomb?  Yes.  Is the Middle East in
tumult?  Yes.  Is al Qaeda on the run, on its heels?  No.  Are
Israel and the Palestinians closer to reaching a peace
agreement?  No, they haven’t had talks in two years.  We have
not seen the progress we need to have.  And I’m convinced that
with strong leadership and an effort to build a strategy based
upon helping these nations reject extremism, we can see the
kind of peace and prosperity the world demands.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, keep in mind, our strategy wasn’t
just going after bin Laden.  We’ve created partnerships
throughout the region to deal with extremism -- in Somalia, in
Yemen, in Pakistan.  And what we’ve also done is engage these
governments in the kind of reforms that are actually going to
make a difference in people’s lives day to day -- to make sure
that their governments aren’t corrupt; to make sure that they
are treating women with the kind of respect and dignity that
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every nation that succeeds has shown; and to make sure that
they’ve got a free market system that works.  So across the
board, we are engaging them in building capacity in these
countries, and we’ve stood on the side of democracy. 
 

One thing I think Americans should be proud of -- when
Tunisians began to protest, this nation -- me, my
administration -- stood with them earlier than just about any
other country.  In Egypt, we stood on the side of democracy. 
In Libya, we stood on the side of the people.  And as a
consequence, there’s no doubt that attitudes about Americans
have changed. 

 
But there are always going to be elements in these

countries that potentially threaten the United States, and we
want to shrink those groups and those networks, and we can do
that.  But we’re always also going to have to maintain
vigilance when it comes to terrorist activities.  The truth,
though, is that al Qaeda is much weaker than it was when I
came into office, and they don’t have the same capacities to
attack the U.S. homeland and our allies as they did four years
ago.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  Let’s go to the next segment, because it’s

a very important one.  It is the rise of China and future
challenges for America.  I want to just begin this by asking
both of you -- and, Mr. President, you go first this time --
what do you believe is the greatest future threat to the
national security of this country?

 
THE PRESIDENT:  Well, I think it will continue to be

terrorist networks.  We have to remain vigilant, as I just
said. But with respect to China, China is both an adversary but
also a potential partner in the international community if it’s
following the rules.  So my attitude coming into office was
that we are going to insist that China plays by the same rules
as everybody else. 

 
Now, I know Americans had seen jobs being shipped

overseas, businesses and workers not getting a level playing
field when it came to trade.  And that’s the reason why I set
up a trade task force to go after cheaters when it came to
international trade.  That’s the reason why we have brought
more cases against China for violating trade rules than the
other -- the previous administration had done in two terms. 
And we’ve won just about every case that we filed, that has
been decided. 

 
In fact, just recently, steel workers in Ohio and

throughout the Midwest, Pennsylvania, are in a position now to
sell steel to China because we won that case.  We had a tire
case in which they were flooding us with cheap domestic tires -
- or cheap Chinese tires -- and we put a stop to it and, as a
consequence, saved jobs throughout America.

 
I have to say that Governor Romney criticized me for being

too tough in that tire case; said this wouldn’t be good for
American workers and that it would protectionist.  But I tell
you, those workers don’t feel that way.  They feel as if they
had finally an administration who was going to take this issue
seriously. 
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Over the long term, in order for us to compete with China,

we’ve also got to make sure, though, that we’re taking care of
business here at home.  If we don’t have the best education
system in the world, if we don't continue to put money into
research and technology that will allow us to create great
businesses here in the United States, that’s how we lose the
competition.  And unfortunately, Governor Romney’s budget and
his proposals would not allow us to make those investments.

 
MR. SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Governor.
 
GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, first of all, it’s not government

that makes business successful.  It’s not government
investments that make businesses grow and hire people.  Let me
also note that the greatest threat that the world faces, the
greatest national security threat is a nuclear Iran.

 
Let’s talk about China.  China has an interest that’s very

much like ours in one respect, and that is they want a stable
world.  They don’t want war.  They don’t want to see
protectionism.  They don’t want to see the world break out into
various form of chaos, because they have to manufacture goods
and put people to work.  They have about 20,000 -- 20 million,
rather, people coming out of the farms every year, coming into
the cities, needing jobs.  So they want the economy to work and
the world to be free and open.  And so we can be a partner
with China.  We don’t have to be an adversary in any way,
shape, or form.  We can work with them.  We can collaborate
with them if they're willing to be responsible.
 
     Now, they look at us and say, is it a good idea to be
with America?  How strong are we going to be?  How strong is
our economy?  They look at the fact that we owe them a trillion
dollars and owe other people $16 trillion in total, including
them.  They look at our decision to cut back on our military
capabilities -- a trillion dollars.  The Secretary of Defense
called these trillion dollars of cuts to our military
devastating.  It’s not my term.  It’s the President’s own
Secretary of Defense called them devastating.  They look at
America’s commitments around the world and they see what’s
happening, and they say, well, okay, is America going to be
strong?  And the answer is, yes, if I’m President, America will
be very strong.
 
     We’ll also make sure that we have trade relations with
China that work for us.  I’ve watched year in and year out as
companies have shut down and people have lost their jobs
because China has not played by the same rules, in part by
holding down artificially the value of their currency; it holds
down the prices of their goods.  It means our goods aren’t as
competitive, and we lose jobs.  That's got to end.  They're
making some progress.  They need to make more.  That's why on
day one I will label them a currency manipulator, which allows
us to apply tariffs where they're taking jobs.
 
     They're stealing our intellectual property, our patents,
our designs, our technology, hacking into our computers,
counterfeiting our goods.  They have to understand we want to
trade with them, we want a world that's stable, we like free
enterprise, but you’ve got to play by the rules.
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     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Well, Governor, let me just ask you, if
you declare them a currency manipulator on day one, some people
say you’re just going to start a trade war with China on day
one.  Is that -- isn’t there a risk that that could happen?
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Well, they sell us about this much
stuff every year, and we sell them about this much stuff every
year.  So it’s pretty clear who doesn't want a trade war.  And
there’s one going on right now which we don't know about --
it’s a silent one, and they're winning.  We have enormous trade
imbalance with China.  And it’s worse this year than last
year.  And it’s worst last year than the year before. 
 
     And so we have to understand that we can't just surrender
and lose jobs year in and year out.  We have to say to our
friends in China, look, you guys are playing aggressively, we
understand it, but this can't keep on going.  You can't keep on
holding down the value of your currency, stealing our
intellectual property, counterfeiting our products, selling
them around the world -- even into the United States. 
 
     I was with one company that makes valves in process
industries.  And they said, look, we were having some valves
coming in that were broken and we had to repair them under
warranty.  And we looked them up, and they had our serial
number on them, and then we noticed that there was more than
one with that same serial number.  There were counterfeit
products being made overseas with the same serial number as a
U.S. company, the same packaging.  These were being sold into
our market and around the world as if they were made by the
U.S. competitor.  This can't go on.  I want a great
relationship with China.  China can be our partner, but that
doesn't mean they can just roll all over us and steal our jobs
on an unfair basis.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, Governor Romney is right, you are
familiar with jobs being shipped overseas because you invested
in companies that were shipping jobs overseas.  And that's your
right.  I mean, that's how our free market works.  But I’ve
made a different bet on American workers.
 
     If we had taken your advice, Governor Romney, about our
auto industry, we’d be buying cars from China instead of
selling cars to China.  If we take your advice with respect to
how we change our tax code so that companies that are in
profits overseas don’t pay U.S. taxes compared to companies
here that are paying taxes, that’s estimated to create 800,000
jobs.  The problem is they won’t be here; they’ll be in places
like China. 
 
     And if we’re not making investments in education and basic
research, which is not something that the private sector is
doing at a sufficient pace right now and has never done, then
we will lose the lead in things like clean energy technology.
 
     Now, with respect to what we’ve done with China already,
U.S. exports have doubled since I came into office to China. 
And, actually, currencies are at their most advantageous point
for U.S. exporters since 1993.  We absolutely have to make more
progress, and that’s why we’re going to keep on pressing.
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     And when it comes to our military and Chinese security,
part of the reason that we were able to pivot to the Asia
Pacific region after having ended the war in Iraq and
transitioning out of Afghanistan is precisely because this is
going to be a massive growth area in the future. 
 

And we believe China can be a partner, but we’re also
sending a very clear signal that America is a Pacific power,
that we are going to have a presence there.  We are working
with countries in the region to make sure, for example, that
ships can pass through, that commerce continues.  And we’re
organizing trade relations with countries other than China so
that China starts feeling more pressure about meeting basic
international standards.  That’s the kind of leadership we’ve
shown in the region.  That’s the kind of leadership that we’ll
continue to show.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I just want to take one of those
points.  Again, attacking me is not talking about an agenda for
getting more trade and opening up more jobs in this country. 
But the President mentioned the auto industry and that somehow
I would be in favor of jobs being elsewhere.  Nothing could be
further from the truth.  I’m a son of Detroit.  I was born in
Detroit.  My dad was head of a car company.  I like American
cars, and I would do nothing to hurt the U.S. auto industry. 
 

My plan to get the industry on its feet when it was in
real trouble was not to start writing checks.  It was President
Bush that wrote the first checks.  I disagreed with that.  I
said they need -- these companies need to go through a managed
bankruptcy. And in that process, they can get government help
and government guarantees, but they need to go through
bankruptcy to get rid of excess cost and the debt burden that
they’d built up.  And fortunately, the President --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, that’s not what you said.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Fortunately, the President -- you can
take a look at the op-ed.  You can take a look at the op-ed.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor Romney, you did not say that you
would provide governor help.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You know, I’m still speaking.  I said
that we would provide guarantees, and that was what was able to
allow these companies to go through bankruptcy, to come out of
bankruptcy.  Under no circumstances would I do anything other
than to help this industry get on its feet.  And the idea that
has been suggested, that I would liquidate the industry -- of
course not, of course not.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let’s check the record.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  That’s the height of silliness.  I have
never said I would --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Let’s check the record.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- liquidate the industry.  I want to
keep the industry going and thriving.
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, the people of Detroit don’t
forget.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  And that’s why I have the kind of
commitment to make sure that our industries in this country can
compete and be successful.  We in this country can compete
successfully with anyone in the world, and we’re going to. 
We’re going to have to have a President, however, that doesn’t
think that somehow the government investing in car companies
like Tessella and Fisker, making electric battery cars -- this
is not research, Mr. President.  These are the government
investing in companies, investing in Solyndra.  This is a
company -- this isn’t basic research.  I want to invest in
research.  Research is great.  Providing funding to
universities and think tanks -- great.  But investing in
companies -- absolutely not.  That’s the wrong way to go. 
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, the fact of the matter is --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I’m still speaking.  So I want to make
sure that we make America more competitive and that we do those
things that make America the most attractive place in the world
for entrepreneurs, innovators, businesses to grow.  But your
investing in companies doesn’t do that.  In fact, it makes it
less likely for them to come here, because the private sector
is not going to invest in a solar company --
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Governor, I’m happy to respond.  You’ve
held the floor for a while.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  -- if you’re investing government money
in someone else’s.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  Look, I think anybody out there can check
the record.  Governor Romney, you keep on trying to airbrush
history here.  You were very clear that you would not provide
government assistance to the U.S. auto companies even if they
went through bankruptcy.  You said that they could get it in
the private marketplace.  That wasn’t true.  They would have
gone through --
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You’re wrong.  You’re wrong, Mr.
President.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  No, I am not wrong.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  You’re wrong.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  I am not wrong.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  People can look it up -- you’re right.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  People will look it up. 
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Good.
 
     THE PRESIDENT:  But more importantly, it is true that in
order for us to be competitive, we’re going to have to make
some smart choices right now.  Cutting our education budget --
that’s not a smart choice.  That will not help us compete with
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China.  Cutting our investments in research and technology --
that’s not a smart choice.  That will not help us compete with
China.  Bringing down our deficit by adding $7 trillion of tax
cuts and military spending that our military is not asking for,
before we even get to the debt that we currently have -- that
is not going to make us more competitive. 
 
     Those are the kinds of choices that the American people
face right now.  Having a tax code that rewards companies that
are shipping jobs overseas instead of companies that are
investing here in the United States -- that will not make us
more competitive.  And the one thing that I’m absolutely clear
about is that after a decade in which we saw a drift, jobs
being shipped overseas, nobody championing American workers and
American businesses, we’ve now begun to make some real
progress.  What we can’t do is go back to the same policies
that got us into such difficulty in the first place.  And
that’s why we have to move forward and not go back.
 

GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  I couldn’t agree more about going
forward, but I certainly don’t want to go back to the policies
of the last four years.  The policies of the last four years
has seen incomes in America decline every year for middle-
income families, now down $4,300 during your term.  Twenty-
three million Americans still struggling to find a good job.

 
When you came to office, 32 million people on food stamps;

today, 47 million people on food stamps.  When you came to
office, just over $10 trillion in debt; now $16 trillion in
debt.  It hasn’t worked.  You said by now we’d be at 5.4
percent unemployment.  We’re 9 million jobs short of that. 
I’ve met some of those people.  I met them in Appleton,
Wisconsin.  I met a young woman in Philadelphia who’s coming
out of college, can't find work.  Ann was with someone just the
other day that was just weeping about not being able to get
work.  It’s just a tragedy in a nation so prosperous as ours
that these last four years have been so hard.
 
     And that's why it’s so critical that we make America once
again the most attractive place in the world to start
businesses, to build jobs, to grow the economy.  And that's not
going to happen by just hiring teachers.
 
     Look, I’d love to -- I love teachers, and I’m happy to
have states and communities that want to hire teachers do
that.  By the way, I don't like to have the federal government
start pushing its way deeper and deeper into our schools; let
the states and localities do that.  I was a governor -- the
federal government didn't hire our teachers.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  But I love teachers, but I want to get
our private sector growing, and I know how to do it.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  I think we all love teachers. 
(Laughter.) 
 
     Gentlemen, thank you so much for a very vigorous debate. 
We have come to the end.  It is time for closing statements. 
I believe you’re first, Mr. President.
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     THE PRESIDENT:  Well, thank you very much, Bob, Governor
Romney, and to Lynn University. 
 
     You’ve now heard three debates, months of campaigning and
way too many TV commercials.  (Laughter.)  And now you’ve got a
choice.  Over the last four years, we’ve made real progress
digging our way out of policies that gave us two prolonged
wars, record deficits, and the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression. 
 
     And Governor Romney wants to take us back to those
policies -- a foreign policy that's wrong and reckless;
economic policies that won’t create jobs, won't reduce our
deficit, but will make sure that folks at the very top don't
have to play by the same rules that you do.  And I’ve got a
different vision for America.
 
     I want to build on our strengths.  And I’ve put forward a
plan to make sure that we’re bringing manufacturing jobs back
to our shores by rewarding companies and small businesses that
are investing here, not overseas.  I want to make sure we’ve
got the best education system in the world, and we’re retaining
our workers for the jobs of tomorrow.
 
     I want to control our own energy by developing oil and
natural gas, but also the energy sources of the future.  Yes, I
want to reduce our deficit by cutting spending that we don't
need, but also by asking the wealthy to do a little bit more
so that we can invest in things like research and technology
that are the key to a 21st-century economy. 
 
     As Commander-in-Chief, I will maintain the strongest
military in the world, keep faith with our troops, and go after
those who would do us harm.  But after a decade of war, I
think we all recognize we’ve got to do some nation-building
here at home rebuilding our roads, our bridges, and especially
caring for our veterans who sacrificed so much for our freedom.
 
     We’ve been through tough times, but we always bounce back
because of our character, because we pull together.  And if I
have the privilege of being your President for another four
years, I promise you I will always listen to your voices, I
will fight for your families, and I will work every single day
to make sure that America continues to be the greatest nation
on Earth.  Thank you.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Governor.
 
     GOVERNOR ROMNEY:  Thank you.  Bob, Mr. President, folks at
Lynn University, good to be with you.  I’m optimistic about the
future.  I’m excited about our prospects as a nation.  I want
to see peace.  I want to see growing peace in this country. 
It’s our objective.  We have an opportunity to have real
leadership.  America is going to have that kind of leadership
and continue to promote principles of peace that will make the
world a safer place, and make people in this country more
confident that their future is secure.
 
     I also to want to make sure that we get this economy
going.  And there are two very different paths the country can
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take.  One is a path represented by the President, which, at
the end of four years, would mean we’d have $20 trillion in
debt, heading towards Greece.  I’ll get us on track to a
balanced budget.
 
     The President’s path will mean continuing declining in
take-home pay.  I want to make sure our take-home pay turns
around and starts to grow.  The President’s path means 20
million people out of work, struggling for a good job.  I’ll
get people back to work with 12 million new jobs.
 
     I’m going to make sure that we get people off of food
stamps, not by cutting the program, but by getting them good
jobs.  America is going to come back, and for that to happen,
we’re going to have to have a President who can work across the
aisle.
 
     I was in a state where my legislature was 87 percent
Democrat.  I learned how to get along on the other side of the
aisle.  We’ve got to do that in Washington.  Washington is
broken.  I know what it takes to get this country back, and
we’ll work with good Democrats and good Republicans to do that.
 
     This nation is the hope of the Earth.  We’ve been blessed
by having a nation that’s free and prosperous thanks to the
contributions of the Greatest Generation.  They’ve held a torch
for the world to see, a torch of freedom and hope and
opportunity.  Now it’s our turn to take that torch.  I’m
convinced we’ll do it. 
 

We need strong leadership.  I’d like to be that leader
with your support.  I’ll work with you.  I’ll lead you in an
open and honest way.  And I ask for your vote.  I’d like to be
the next President of the United States to support and help
this great nation, and to make sure that we all together
maintain America as the hope of the Earth.  Thank you so much.
 
     MR. SCHIEFFER:  Gentlemen, thank you both so much.  That
brings an end to this year’s debates.  And we want to thank
Lynn University and its students for having us.  As I always do
at the end of these debates, I leave you with the words of my
mom, who said, go vote.  (Laughter.)  It makes you feel big and
strong.  Good night.
 
                             END           10:32 P.M. EDT
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State GOP Convention
Corruption Yes, But Not
Enough Troops Either

 
 
 

The Oklahoma Republican Party should be hanging its head in shame after
Saturday’s State GOP Convention in Norman.    A witch’s brew of
incompetence, corruption, and poor judgment caused a contentious
convention despite the more than ample warning that the convention and the
GOP would be closely monitored.  Fights over the rules and even one physical
incident on the convention floor when an elderly Romney supporter punched a
young Ron Paul supporter in the back of the head marred the convention but
passions were high. 
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Now I am a fan of feisty old codgers and no doubt in his mind he was
punching a “punk”, and let’s face it, the old coot was in his eighties if he was
a day old and pretty shriveled up with age;   approve of his behavior or not, it
took some guts to reach out and wallop a young man like that.   Of course the
Paul supporter got blamed and the convention officials tried to oust him but
after the crowd spoke up, holding up their cell phones with the video and
pictures of the fracas, the sheriff deputy lead the pugnacious geezer away
with an arm twisted behind his back.
 
Other highlights were when Gov. Mary Fallin was booed by the crowd after
she called Mitt Romney the Republican nominee despite the ongoing campaign
and the yet to be held national convention.  Gov. Fallin responded to the
booing by stating that anyone that wasn’t for Romney was for Obama.  
 
 Former presidential candidate Tim Pawlenty also earned a round of booing
after he repeated the mistake.  Speaking to his base no doubt but very unwise
to rile a crowd that is composed of 40% of another candidates supporters. 
The crowd was unusually disrespectful of Pawlenty, there was a constant dull
roar of conversation as he spoke.    Many wondered why the GOP would
spend hard earned dollars on a political has been.
 
.Around 1478 delegates were present, and I say around because incompetent
GOP officials couldn’t nail down an actual count of official delegates until after
the 2:30 pm lunch break with 256 more votes on the first round of voting
than there were actual delegates!
GOP officials initially tried to be somewhat fair and allowed plenty of motions
from the Ron Paul community and generally tried to explain the issue or
address it with a proper vote but that all ended abruptly once the first vote
showed that the Ron Paul movement had come up 10% short of the numbers
needed to win.   Suddenly Chairman Williams began riding roughshod over the
minority, refusing to follow the rules that mandated a roll call vote on the
National Delegate slate and even violated Roberts Rules of Order by
adjourning the convention without the required 2/3rds majority.
 
Roberts Rules of Order (RRoO) has been used for nearly 150 years in public
meetings and even in legislative bodies, being the premier standard of
meeting rules that are designed to allow the protection of minority opinion
and upholding the rule of law.  Without the rules, meetings or conventions
descend into raw democracy, where a mob can trample individual rights.  
RRoO allows a republic mentality during a meeting if the rules are followed so
most people on the losing side are at least comforted by knowing that they
had their say and were respected.
 
 

State GOP chairman Matt Pinnell was quoted as saying that he believes that
all Republicans will pull together after the convention to defeat Obama but I
believe that he doesn’t fully understand the mind set of Tea Party or Ron Paul
supporters.   Some of us believe that electing “Obama lite” Romney might give
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us some breathing room before our economy collapsed alongside our U.S.
dollar but the reprieve would be short.   A lot of people will just stay home in
November and others might support Obama in an effort to force the
uncertainty to a head.    I personally believe that things will not change until
things get bad, really, really, bad and although I would most likely be forced
to support Romney I also understand why the others might want to bring this
to a head.   Plus Ron Paul brought in a lot of Democrats, gays, libertarians,
even anarchists into his camp.  Those people would either support Obama as
a lesser of evil compared to Romney or just couldn’t support Romney.
 
Pinnell also vouched for the official slate of delegates which has been
mistakenly reported as being chosen at the state convention.  Nothing could
be further from the truth; those delegates were chosen by the state executive
board after vetting each candidate.  They did what most political organizations
would do, reward the faithful party workers as long as they would follow
orders and support Romney.
 
As it stands right now the Ron Paul movement has captured six to seven of
the 43 delegate votes for the national convention.  They have a total of nine
delegates but a few of them are pledged to Romney according to state rules.
 

 
There was one positive outcome at the convention when National
Committeeman Candidate Richard Engle was defeated by Steve Fair in a
48/52 % vote.   This was a tough decision for those Ron Paul supporters that
actually knew Richard as he was known for several instances where he was
caught being untruthful.   Most people will lie on occasion, usually to protect
themselves or to promote themselves and God help us if we held it against
people when they lie to themselves but most of us will draw the line when
someone gets caught lying to hurt another person.  Look for another story in
this issue on Richard the Rat for more details including evidence that at least
two votes were discarded by GOP officials.
 
But the controversy over the State GOP Convention didn’t start on Saturday
May 12th.  The day before there was a State GOP Executive meeting that was
to discuss the allegations of corruption at the 1st District GOP Convention and
I wrangled a proxy so I could vote to support those that had been
disenfranchised.   Their leader came over before the meeting and answered a
few questions and he was one of the better leaders in the grassroots, solid
character and integrity, so I felt comfortable in supporting him.  I had spoken
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to several county GOP chairs on this issue so I understood several versions of
what happened and felt I could judge accurately.
 
There was perhaps 100 members of the State GOP Executive Board on hand
and eventually they came to the 1st District controversy and did a decent job
in the beginning laying out the facts, giving both sides time to explain their
points.  The problem boiled down to refusing to follow Roberts Rules of Order
and the State GOP Party rules which demanded a roll call vote on certain
issues.
 
The Ron Paul leader did a good job explaining a complicated issue but the 1st

District Chairwoman and their legal counsel blamed everything on the
procedures used and the lack of organization, claiming there was no intent to
hamper one particular group.   Little did they know that I had an email from
the 1st District Chairwoman, Mrs. Farmer, which stated otherwise.  In fact she
stated that they were “fighting Ron Paul Libertarians”, providing the motive
needed to impeach her previous statements to the Board.
 
When asked to read the sentence from her own email, after verifying that it
was indeed her email, she refused to read it and Chairman Matt Pinnell
realized that I had a keg of dynamite so he refused to allow me to finish my
point.    In Roberts Rules of Order, a point of privilege is one of the few
motions that overrides all else, allows immediate interruption but Chairman
Pinnell refused the second point of privilege after Mrs. Farmer refused to read
her own email to the Board.
 
The board meeting ended after the motion to redo the 1st District Convention
was tabled.   The board was packed with RINOs or anti Ron Paul Republicans
and the vote was merely an advisement to Chairman Matt Pinnell as the issue
had to be brought up before the entire state convention the next day under
GOP rules.
 
But the next day, knowing that the RINOs had 60/40 margin over those
making the complaint, Chairman Matt Pinnell refused to allow the convention
to discuss the issue, stating that the complaint would be dealt with at a State
Committee meeting in the future.  Yes, they had a large margin and might
have been able to defeat the motion to reconvene the 1st District Convention
but after the crowd heard the corruption and admission of no roll call votes,
how many of the other side would have supported justice?
 
I think in the end it was ridiculous to discuss the corruption at one convention
while everyone was aware of the corruption happening before their very
noses.   I was disappointed in Chairman Pinnell’s actions but I wasn’t
surprised as Pinnell had already broken his word that I would be able to
address the Cleveland County Corruption case where the County Chairman
and their State Committeewoman had me thrown out of the convention for no
reason.  And there is one more example of State GOP corruption that will be
published in this newsletter.
 
 
 
Why did the Ron Paul faction lose?  They used poor tactics, quibbling over the
amending the rules and alienating moderate Republicans instead of just voting
on the first slate and defeating it if they had the numbers.  They are a
libertarian group and had no command and control over who spoke for them
as a group.  But their biggest mistake was in not earning delegate slots during
the primary election.  
 
 As a group they pretty much refused to call voters despite having a voter
vault available.   Some did, but thousands more refused to call, either not
understanding the significance of doing so or just not wanting to go to the
trouble.  They ignored Dr. Paul’s Campaign for Liberty organization that was
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set in place for the sole purpose of getting them ready for the 2012 election. 
They didn’t win the popular vote, putting them in the unenviable position of
being labeled as “stealing” the delegate votes.  Now Ronald Regan used the
same tactics in his election and by the rules the delegate strategy is legal.  But
is it fair?   Many of the moderate Republicans thought it wasn’t so they fought
back.
 
Their complaints are legitimate but might not be addressable.   One point of
order was met with the Chairman saying “Sit down Richard!” and there was a
contested standing vote that was “verified” with another standing vote!   The
day ended with the disgruntled delegates being herded out of a darkened
room as hotel employees moved the moveable walls to divide the room.  
They then convened a “rump” caucus in the hotel parking lot where they
elected a chairman, accepted a slate of delegates for the national convention,
a national committee man and woman.  The problem is that a quorum is
needed, 2/3rds of the original delegates must support the re convening of the
convention or it will be illegal.
 
In the end I see that some of the roughshod actions might can be construed
as a Chairman protecting his convention from dilatory motions as the opposing
side didn’t likely have the votes.  That said, they are on the hook for not
following the rules to end the convention.
Video of the May 12th GOP State Conventionth GOP State Convention
 
Saturday May 12th was a day of absolute shame for Oklahoma Republicans. 
We saw that our own GOP leaders were so corrupt as to trample on the rights
of others as they ignored their own party rules and Roberts Rules of Order. 
Next year are county elections and it is going to be tough rooting out the old
leadership in these corrupt Republican county GOP organizations so that truth
and justice isn’t raped at the conventions and board meetings of the GOP, but
it must be done.
 
 In the mean time it is important that we take that frustration and anger and
focus it where it should be sent, exposing the incumbent GOP RINO
candidates.  We can’t touch Chairman Pinnell or the other GOP officials that
allowed this travesty but we can hurt the ones they are protecting.  Let’s
expose Bobby Cleveland of Cleveland County, one of the worst examples, by
exposing his reputation.    Let’s expose RINO Representative Todd Thompson
of Ada, “Mr. Obama Care” Representative Glen Mulready of Tulsa, Senator
Dan Newberry of Tulsa, Senator Mazzei of Tulsa, and Senator Clark Jolley of
Edmond.  All of these people have extensive records of bad voting and
progressive /liberal agendas, three of them supported Sharia law in America
with their refusal to support the ALAC bill, and all of them make excellent
poster boys for the RINO brand.  And all of them have excellent candidates
opposing them on the June 26th primary.
 

Action Alert
 
Todd Thompson has a 40 on the 2011 RINO Index, voting for illegal
immigration, Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges, and he
never meets a corporate welfare bill that he doesn’t like.   He recently told a
Tea Party crowd in Ada that he couldn’t sign the personhood bill because it
would endanger his political future at the House.  Thompson has an excellent
opponent, Cole Gallup of Ada who can be reached through his facebook page
by clicking on this link.  Volunteer to help him!
 
 
You can help expose the notorious Bobby Cleveland by supporting the
Oklahoma-Guardian newspaper which will have thousands of copies hitting
Cleveland County in the next week to two weeks as we find volunteers to
deliver.  His opponents are Alon Morrison and Gil Hensley, volunteer to help
them
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.
Alon Morrison, 708 N. Main Steet , Newcastle, OK 73065
(405) 387-4867  (405) 556-0794 (cell)
www.morrison4district20.org

Facebook: Morrison for House District 20
Gil Hensley can be contacted at Hensley4House@gmail.com or 405-595-1210
 
Representative Glen Mulready, Mr. Obama Care himself, has a 40 in the RINO
Index for supporting Obama Care, opposing Open carry, opposing HR 1004,
and supporting corporate welfare, will be the recipient of the second copy of
the Oklahoma-Guardian and we have already mapped out over 80% of
Mulready’s district to receive a copy of the newspaper.   His opponent is
Darren Gantz who can be reached through his website by clicking this link. 
Help him please!
   
Senator Dan Newberry voted against the ALAC bill, supporting Sharia law over
State and Federal law, earning him the nickname “Shariaberry”.     Newberry’s
district is being mapped for newspaper distribution in the second edition of the
Oklahoma-Guardian with about 40% of the district ready to distribute.  His
opponent is Mark Crouch and can be reached through his website by following
this link.  Help Mark by volunteering to phone bank or knock doors.
 
Senator Mike Mazzei refused to attend the committee meeting to support the
ALAC bill, ensuring the defeat of the bill.   His opponent is Ronda Vuillemont-
Smith, a Tulsa 912 Group leader who can be reached by following this link. 
Help her in anyway you can.
 
Senator Clark Jolley is another Senator that refused to attend the committee
vote on the ALAC bill, ensuring that the bill was defeated.   His challenger is
Paul Blair who can be reached at this link.
http://www.blairforsenate.com/  Senate Districts are huge so pitch in to help
Paul.
 
 
 

 

Richard the Rat
 
 

Yes, there were two proven cases of votes being thrown out at the Saturday
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State GOP Convention.   They dovetail with the story of Richard Engle, the
candidate for the national committeeman seat that was defeated by Steve
Fair.   Mr. Engle has done a lot of work for the GOP but his character was
such that he had no business being elected to one of the top GOP positions in
the state.
 
   On April 27th of 2010 Mr. Engle was forced to resign from the Oklahoma
Constitutional Alliance board after getting caught lying to a fellow board
member during an attempt to oust the Chairman of the organization.    After
learning that the key board member had learned the truth and withdrawn his
support from the ouster attempt, Richard sent an email of resignation before
the scheduled teleconference board meeting could be held.   Of course Engle
didn’t admit to the real reason for his resignation, he claimed that the OCA
didn’t have the same goals as his organization but he was hosting the meeting
at his office to oust the Chairman of the OCA and at 3 pm the person that
called the meeting (Alan Conner) backs out followed a few minutes later by
Engle dropping out by claiming an emergency doctor visit.  Mr. Engle had been
caught red-handed and he was about to be removed and knew the story
would spread.
 
The OCA fought for common issues supported by all of the 35 member groups
and as Richard represented OCPAC on the Board and had a full hand in the
running of the organization as the Vice Chair, it is ludicrous to suggest that
Engle was pulling out for other reasons.
 
A more recent incident occurred in January when Mr. Engle was caught
misrepresenting the comments of a third party, turning completely positive
statements into negative statements against someone in an attempt to trash
their reputation.  Showing atrocious judgment, Mr. Engle then forwarded a
copy of his email to the person whose statements he had misrepresented,
earning an immediate response denouncing the “spin” and setting the record
straight.  The most troubling part of this was that a total of nineteen people
were on that email list and almost all of them continued to support Mr. Engle
for the National Committeeman slot.  Maybe it is just me, but catch someone
lying red-handed in front of me and I’m not likely going to help run them for a
very powerful and important position like national committeeman of the
Oklahoma GOP.
 
In his bid for the national committeeman slot Engle was supported by several
politicians and former politicians including Randy Brogdon, John Doak, Charlie
Meadows, and former Speaker Lance Cargill.   One in particular made me
pause, Randy Brogdon, who compared Engle to our founding fathers.   Randy,
I take exception to this.  Engle has done a lot of valuable service to the
conservative movement in general and for the GOP but I never want to see
someone of his character being compared to the revered founding fathers of
our nation nor has Engle come even close to that sort of heroism.  Perhaps
you hadn’t seen this side of Engle but in the future I would be more careful of
endorsements.
 
I’ve learned that the most important sentence in politics is “So what?” and our
readers might wonder why these ethical lapses rise to importance and why
now.    Character is a prediction of future behavior but in Engle’s case we
have an even better example of how it immediately impacted politics.   
 
Shortly after becoming appointed to the Ron Paul state coordinator position I
had ran into Engle at the Grady County GOP Convention.  A surrogate was
there for Steve Fair, handing out flyers and I had taken one to learn more
about the candidate for National Committeeman.  Mr. Engle slithers over and
tries to hand me one of his flyers which I declined.  Engle looked at me and
said “You took Steve’s flyer but you won’t take mine?”  to which I replied 
“Richard, I already know you very well.”
 
This was in front of others but after they had drifted away (they got it without
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knowing the entire story), Richard was standing there unsure of what to do
but knowing that he had to do something, so I asked him “Richard, would you
admit to have making…. “mistakes” in the past?”   Engle hesitated for a
couple of seconds, then admitted to making “mistakes” and asked if I would
sit down to speak with him about the issue.  At that point I wanted Richard in
my pocket to help control some of the more unruly and combative grassroots
supporters as well as the GOP officials so I left the issue in limbo.
 
That night the Grady County Chair was not wanting to hold precinct elections,
not out of malice, just didn't know what to do, and he was arguing with me
until Richard Engle stepped up and whispered to him.  Next thing I know the
Chair is calling for precincts to split up and have their meetings.
 
A week or so later I was speaking to an influential mutual friend and I brought
up the issue of Engle’s character and made it clear that I was concerned
about Engle running for the national committeeman slot.  Surely we could find
someone better.   It wasn’t but a few minutes before it was suggested to me
that  Richard be used to knock down the recent Oklahoma  organization that a
few Oklahoma City grassroots leaders had thrown up to try to prevent me
from running a campaign.   I didn’t agree to anything so it wasn’t a deal, more
like a good will gesture to convince me not to oppose Richard.  And a few
nights later Richard Bcc’s me on an email to the Oklahoma City grassroots
leaders of the state group, supporting me and leading the fight to shut down
their organization. 
 
From their perspective, knowing that Richard hated my guts, then seeing him
support me by shutting down the grassroots Oklahoma group, then the thing
to do was to listen to Engle.  And it was the right thing to do, one campaign
had to lead.  But to turn on your own people like that to protect yourself from
the consequences of your own acts …
 
That is my fear with people of exceedingly poor character; they might turn on
our own goals to promote themselves.   I wondered if Engle might do the
same to the activist community at the state convention or afterward, I
wondered if he might have a chance of using his position, were he elected, to
promote politicians that weren’t the most conservative choice in order to
feather his nest, but most of all I questioned his judgment to leave a paper
trail behind him as he turned on allies and friends.  Shoot, if someone is
brazen enough and thinks he is slick enough to get away with something like
this, it is going to be entertaining but in the end I felt that I should speak up
and expose Mr. Engle.
 
In the end, I rejected the idea of standing up and calling for a “point of
privilege” and questioning the character and integrity of Mr. Engle during the
convention.  Instead when people would ask me about Mr. Engle, I told them
the truth.  I told a lot of people about this.   Mr. Engle lost by around thirty
votes so justice was served and the better man was elected even if he wasn’t
in our camp.  We should never lose sight of the fact that our goal is to clean
up politics but that won’t happen by sending snakes to represent us. 
 
Oh, and the two votes that we have proof that they were thrown out?  
Mickey Mouse got two votes that weren’t counted leaving one to wonder at
the depth of the depravity of the Oklahoma GOP Republican leaders.   You
see, I couldn’t bring myself to vote for either man.  Steve Fair was a good
man but he stands for too much that I don’t believe in.  I voted for Mickey
Mouse as did a fellow delegate yet no Mickey Mouse votes were recorded. 
What, do they have a problem with a talking mouse that wears no pants and
has no visible genitalia?  Is this specism?  Are they upset with Mickey’s long
standing relationship with Minnie Mouse and want him to make an honest
mouse out of her? Or did they get the joke and put Mickey Mouse votes into
the Richard the Rat column?
 
 

21651



.  

 
 

Holding Sykes Accountable to a Higher Standard
By R. H.

 
For the most part, we have left the Senate alone this session, but the actions,
or the inactions of several Senators have provoked the ire of the Sooner Tea
Party. Though some of them are not up for election this time around, they
should know that they are now on our screen, and will be exposed at every
opportunity.
 
One thing I have become convinced of since I have become politically active is
attorney’s make terrible politicians. I base this theory on the knowledge that
attorneys are well versed in the ability to be able to double talk someone into
believing what they say. If they can’t dazzle them with their brilliance, they’ll
baffle them with their BS.
 
Senator Sykes is from Newcastle, Ok. but currently resides in Moore, Ok. He
received his bachelors and his Law degree from the University of Oklahoma.
  Senator Sykes has made a couple of comments regarding the “Save our
State” Amendment that banned the use of International Law and Sharia Law
in Oklahoma. In essence he chose to defend SQ 755 in the courts over
passing HB 1552 which would have corrected the objections raised by the
courts and allowed the measure to go into effect. This statement was made
on April 11, 2011.
 
On January 10, 2012 he made a statement regarding a court ruling upholding
a ban on SQ 755 prohibiting the state courts from considering Sharia Law. “I
will continue fighting to restore government to the people.” Those are nice
words, but how do they hold up?
 
The Senator did sponsor HB 1552 in the Senate, but he failed to do the work
necessary to see to it that it became law. You can read the bill here.
 
Part of getting a law passed is rounding up the votes needed to get a bill out
of committee and to the floor. Once it is on the floor, you need to round up
the votes to get it passed. Why in the world would any elected official not
want to protect the freedoms of the citizens of this great state from the
intrusions of foreign law is beyond me, but that is exactly what the inactions
of Senator Sykes resulted in.
 
Let’s take a closer look at the good Senator. What does his record look like
overall? I could not find a single bill that he initiated. I could be wrong, but
the secretive nature of the Senate makes it a little more difficult to track these
people down. I’m not as much as an expert as some, but I do have some
records.
On the bills that mattered to Oklahomans this is how he voted. Let’s take a
look.
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 HB 2171 Highway Bonds Bill, voted Nay 3 times- Conservative (stole gas tax
trust funds and borrowed money to replace it)
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 2 times- Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 1 time-
Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Yea 2 times Conservative (it was a
good bill at that time)
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time- Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Nay 1 time- Conservative
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 2 times- Liberal
 
On the issues that matter to Oklahomans, it is clear that Senator Sykes
follows the polls. He also favors the State Chamber of Commerce in actions
that will make the State of Oklahoma look more progressive. He has done a
poor job of representing his district and a wonderful job of representing the
State Chamber of Commerce while doing just enough to claim the mantel of
conservatism.
 
 
I also went to www.votesmart.org to look at his records there. What I found
was the typical outline of a liberal politician. He failed to respond to the
political courage questionnaire, which indicates he doesn’t want his
constituents to know where he stands on the issues
 
I also went to the Oklahoma State ethics Commission web site and looked at
his campaign spending reports. I will have to say it didn’t take long for some
questionable entries to be made. On August 30th and 31st of 2006 there were
a total of 11 loan payments made in various amounts for a total of $1,615.75.
There is no indication as to who these loan payments were made to, no
indication as to whether or not they were even actual loans to the campaign.
More explanation is needed on these payments. It doesn’t end there.
 
On November 15, 2006 I found 3 additional loan payments totaling $ 1,297.30
again with no explanation as to who, what or where the money went. Is begs
to the question as to whether or not this is a campaign debt or a personal
loan. This truly needs an explanation.
 
I also found a donation for $10.00 to the Empire FFA. Really Mr. Sykes? As an
attorney you couldn’t afford $10.00 out of your own pocket.
 
Now a review of the District 24 map doesn’t indicate a turnpike in existence.
Nor does it indicate one in between Moore and the State Capital in Oklahoma
City. So can someone kindly explain to me why the campaign charged a
PikePass to the campaign on Nov 30, 2006? The campaign was over, he had
already won.
 
Now since Senators only run for re-election every four years, I decided to take
a look at Senator Sykes 2010 expenditure reports to see what I could find. I
found more of the same. There’s enough here that I think I should start
keeping and making an annual report on Senator Sykes.
 
On March 16, 2010 and again on August 10, 2010 Senator Sykes  again  paid
 PikePass out of campaign funds for “Travel in district.” A review of the
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority maps indicates that there are no turnpikes
currently in his district. Want to explain this Senator Sykes?
 
Additionally on June 22, 2010 he paid his membership dues in Main Street
Duncan out of Campaign Funds. How can this be considered a legitimate
campaign expense?
 
Senator Sykes is another example of a RINO Republican. His educational
background at a liberal university screams of his training. His following of the
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polls to vote a barely conservative stance to claim a conservative mantra is an
act.
 
 

 
Marble Mouth Peters Termed Out

By R. H.
 
What is it about metropolitan areas and liberal politicians? Here we have
Representative Ron Peters representing another portion of the city of Tulsa,
and thankfully he is term limited this year. Maybe the good citizens of Tulsa
can send a true Conservative to the House next year not a liberal hiding in
Conservative clothing. Mr. Peters is a prime example of a RINO Republican.
His etiology has always stood in the way of a good Conservative vote. His
objection to HB 1004 is just another example of that dictate to doctrine. Mr.
Peters is also a former First Assistant Majority Floor Leader. What happened
there Mr. Peters, get caught with too much liquid lunch in your belly? 
 
The voters of his district have certainly elected an enigma. In an effort to see
where this man stood on positions, I went to Votesmart  and found nothing
but his campaign finances’ voting record and issue group ratings. We’ll get to
those later. A Google search found an interview he did with NewsOK that was
undated, where he virtually answered no questions on what he believed.
 
Mr. Peters was born and raised in the Tulsa area. He received a Bachelor’s of
Science Degree in Business Administration from Tulsa University in 1966. He
went on to get a Post-Graduate Certification in Management. There is no
indication as to from where or when. It is, however, not a postgraduate
degree.
 
Let’s take a look at his legislative record. He has proven to be an average to
above average legislator since he has started carrying the Speakers and the
House leadership’s water for them. In 2011 he submitted 16 bills and 3 House
Joint Resolutions for consideration to the House. Of those 6 bills died in house
committees, 3 died in Senate committees, 1 died on the Senate floor, 1 died in
Conference Committee and 5 became law. The 3 House Joint Resolutions all
died in House committees. The 5 that became law are:
 
HB 1358 Issuance of Protective Orders against Incarcerated Persons-
Conservative
HB 1359 Foster Care System Improvement Task Force- Liberal
HB 1360 Children and Juvenile Code-Clarifying Procedure for Issuing
Protective Order-Liberal
HB 1363-Poor Persons, Creating the Oklahoma Choices for Long Term Care
Act-Neutral
HB 1366 Oklahoma Municipal Energy Independence Act-Liberal
 
As you can tell, his bills have a decidedly liberal lean towards them. In 2012
he submitted 11 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration to the
House. Of those 4 are in House committees, 3 are in Senate committees, 2
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are on the Senate floor, 1 is awaiting engrossment in the House and 1 is
awaiting the Governor’s signature to become law. The House Joint Resolution
is in a Senate Committee. 
 
For those unfamiliar with procedure, awaiting engrossment is the last step in
the legislative process before a bill is sent to the Governor for her signature or
veto. The bill waiting for engrossment is
 
HB 2736 Outsourcing Certain DHS Functions-Liberal
 
Do we really want to do this? DHS is out of control as it is. Do we really want
to add another layer of administrative boondoggle to this agency? I think not.
 
The bill awaiting the Governor’s signature is
 
HB 2738 Corporation Commission- Authorization to Investigate and Modify
Special Universal Services Request.
 
You have got to be kidding me. We need special legislation to give the
Corporation Commission the authorization to do its job. What idiot wrote the
original law to begin with? What idiot signed the original law to begin with?
This is caused when legislators fail to read what they are voting on and when
the Governor fails to read what they are signing. It’s lack of leadership 101.
 
As mentioned earlier I did go to votesmart.org and looked at his record. His
campaign finances are really something to look at. They were obtained
from followthemoney.org  As a typical liberal politician, he failed to indicate
what his stance was on any of the issues facing this great state or this great
nation today; however his voting record speaks volumes. 
 
We dug a little deeper into his voting record. Here is a look at some of the key
issues that faced the state over the last couple of years.
 
HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate Bill, voted yea,liberal
HB 2130 Obama care, voted yea 4 times, liberal
HR 1004 All bills get heard in committee, refuses to sign, liberal
HR 2171 Highway Bond Bill (stole gas trust fund money), voted yea 5 times,
liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted yea 14 times, very
liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted yea 3 times,
liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted yea 1 time, liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted yea 1 time and nay twice when it was
still a good bill, liberal stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted yea 2 times, liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel voted nay 3 times and yea 2
times once it was corrupted, liberal stance.
 
As you can tell from these bills, Mr. Peters is a dedicated liberal.  He sold his
constituents down the drain for the sake of big government and greed. He
believes in the ideology that government knows best. It’s a record like this
earned Mr. Peters a 2011 RINO Index of 30 but then again he has the
company of one Democrat and 26 other Republicans in the 30 and below
ranking.
 
 
Now I also went to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission website and looked at
Mr. Peter’s expense records from his campaign for calendar years 2010 and
2011. Being a politician must be nice. You get to charge all kinds of things to
your campaign, that you no longer have since you are term limited, just so
you don’t have to pay for it out of your own pocket. In 2011 alone I counted
13different charges to the campaign for travel expenses. All were credited to
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Mr. Peters. The question is what travel expenses? Where did he travel to? Was
it official business or a vacation? Where are the receipts? Very little of this
travel was done during the legislative calendar. It all needs to be justified.
 
Additionally I found these:
Date                Item Purchased           Name of Vendor              
Explanation           Amount
Nov. 22, 2011  Membership Fee         The Oklahoma Academy  Membership
Fee   $!50.00
Dec. 14, 2011 Charitable Cont.          Hospice of Green Country Charitable
Gift     $25,000.00
Dec. 14, 2011  Charitable Cont.          Ascension Lutheran Ch.   Charitable
Gift       $10,000.00
Feb. 25, 2011 Charitable Cont.           Hospice of Green Country Charitable
Gift     $250.00
Mar. 7, 2011 Ok. Corporate Taxes     Okla. Tax Comm.            Ok. Tax
Comm.       $63.00
Mar. 23, 2011 U.S. Corporate Taxes IRS, U.S. Gov.                   2010 US
Corp.Tax   $333.00
 
I could go on, but I’ve made my point. There are many more examples of
membership dues being paid with campaign donations. Why? If Mr. Peters
feels he needs to belong to these organizations, let him pay for it with his
own money not that of his political contributors. He shouldn’t give the
appearance of buying votes.
 
The issue of Corporate taxes needs further explanation. I could have gone on
with that also. I could have included the late penalties and fines he paid for
the tax year of 2009 from campaign coffers. Why are corporate tax bills being
paid from campaign funds?
 
I don’t expect this article to change your mind on HB 1004. I do expect it to
end your career as a Republican politician. You have been outed as a RINO.
Your constituents will soon learn of this. This will follow you in any future
political endeavor you may seek. Your voice will soon be silenced through
term limits. Do the right thing and let the voices of those conservative
politicians be heard. Sign HB 1004.
 
 

 
 

A & G Quinn ( Awkward & Goofy)
By R. H.

 
Yeah, that is his Capitol nickname believe it or not.    What is it about “Green
Country” in Oklahoma that they can’t seem to find a Conservative Republican
to elect into office? Here I am again talking about another RINO Republican
by the name of Representative Marty Quinn. Speaker Steele didn’t even have
to work for his vote. He was already a given for every liberal cause out there.
It’s no wonder he hasn’t signed HB 1004. I’ve got news for you Mr. Quinn, the
RINO Hunter is on your trail.
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Now Speaker Steele and Mr. Quinn thought that they would get away with
setting themselves up with a conflict of interest, but they have been caught.
You see Mr. Quinn is an Insurance Agent in Rogers County. The conflict of
interest is that he sits on the Insurance Committee. That means he has a
direct impact on regulations coming out of committee affecting his industry.
That is a conflict of interest. He should have no say so until it reaches the
House floor. This assignment taints every piece of legislation affecting
insurance coming out of the House since 2011.  Yes, having someone around
with insurance background would make a great witness to explain the special
needs of the industry but they shouldn’t be in control of the committee or
have undue influence.
 
Representative Quinn is like an enigma out there. I’ve searched every
database I could find, and have found very little on the man. The only thing I
can verify is that he is an Insurance Agent. I did go to his Votesmart page
 and looked at what they had. All they had was an A rating by the NRA (think
Cracker Jack prize) and a report from
followthemoney.org on his campaign finances. The campaign finance report
was very interesting, and I would recommend that you take a look at it. He
refused to take the Political Courage Test.
 
I also went to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission site and looked at his
expenditures for the calendar years of 2009 through 2011. He has remarkably
ran a clean campaign free from any payments questionably attributable to
dues for associations. I will give him that much credit.
 
Now let’s take a look at his congressional record. In 2011 he submitted 8 bills
for consideration to the House. Of those 4 died in House committees, 2 died
on the House floor and 2 became law. The 2 that became law are:
 
HB 1649 OSBI adding unclassified employees to OSBI-liberal
HB 1680 Requiring school districts to report test results on transcripts-liberal
 
In 2012 he has submitted 8 bills for consideration to the house. Of those 3 are
still in House committees, 2 are on the House floor, 1 is on the Senate floor
and 2 are awaiting the Governor’s signature. Not bad when you carry the
leadership’s water for them. The two awaiting the Governor’s signature are:
 
HB 2446 Professional Employer Organization late registration fee- liberal
HB 2449 Modifying Municipal Elections-stacking the deck-liberal
As you can tell from the bills he has written, he is a liberal politician. What
about the votes that mattered to all Oklahomans. How did he vote there?
 
HB 2130 Obama care, yea 4 times-liberal
HR 1004 Open rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign, liberal
stance
HR 2171 Highway Bond Bill (stealing gas trust fund money), voted yea 5
times-liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, slush fund, yea 12 times, nay 1 time,
1 absent-liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted yea 3 times-
liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted yea 1 time-liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, yea 1 time, nay 2 times- liberal stance
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted yea 2 times-liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted yea 3 times, nay 2
times- conservative stance
 
The man never met a tax hike he didn’t like. With the exception of HB 1647,
he took a Liberal stance on every bill that came up. That should tell you a lot
about the man. This is another prime example of a RINO Republican. This
man needs a challenger for his seat. We need a true Conservative in this seat.
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Representative Quinn had a RINO Index of only 40, in other words he failed
us six times out of ten votes.
 
Mr. Quinn it’s clear that you’ll never sign HB 1004. Your ideology would
prevent you from signing legislation that would allow a conservative voice to
be heard. It is evident that you made a political calculation that you could not
win an election as a Democrat in your district, so you hid your colors and ran
as a Republican. You have now been exposed. It’s time you dropped the faux
Republican charade and declare yourself for who you are. We don’t want you
or need you.
 
 
 
 

 
Is this where we are headed?

 
More GOP State Convention Corruption

 
 
The GOP has a good set of rules, modular in that it applies to the various
political units, precinct, county, district and state levels, and well written so as
to be clear and concise.   So it is a mystery when we see Chairman Matt
Pinnell implicated in the refusal to follow his own rules.
 
In January of this year Republicans in Beckham County started clamoring for
information on their precinct meetings only to be met with silence from their
elected GOP county officers.  When it was obvious that there would be no
precinct meetings by the deadline set by the state GOP I started emailing and
calling State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell.  Every few weeks I would remind
Matt until finally right before the Ron Paul rally on Feb 25th Matt said that the
task had been given over to his vice chair Pam Pollard. 
 
Pollard drug her feet for another five weeks trying to keep the existing county
officials in place so that Ron Paul supporters couldn’t take over, going past
some of the district conventions even, until we gave Matt an ultimatum;   call
a meeting in Beckham County or we would do it for them.   They finally set a
date, April 1rst, and as part of our negotiation Matt agreed that he would see
that a rule was sent to the State Convention that would fix the problem of
unresponsive county officials once and for all.
 
Beckham County finally got to meet on April 1st and a new young chairman
was elected to take charge.   They elected delegates and even passed a new
rule to be sent to the State Convention addressing the problem of
unresponsive county officials.   Their rule stated that if a county GOP official
refused or failed to set the precinct meeting or county convention dates by
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the state GOP deadline, then 12 registered Republicans had the right to send
a petition to the state GOP to demand a new county officer elections.  In
larger counties of over 50,000 citizens, it would take 25 registered Republicans
to force action.
 
The new chairman followed all the rules, even sent in the proposed rule to
Matt Pinnell that very night, and diligently followed up on the rule and was
assured the rule would be voted on at the State Convention.
 
But it was no surprise that the new rule failed to appear on the State
Convention rule change list.    The new rule would have endangered RINO
Republican control over the counties I suppose.  Here is the list of proposed
rule changes for the State GOP Party rules.   Of course this was never brought
up at the convention as convention chairman Williams and State GOP Chair
Matt Pinnell chose to close the convention before all the business had been
taken care of.  The GOP rules are supposed to be controlled by a vote of
Republican delegates but it seems that the GOP in Oklahoma is unhappy with
the direction they are headed so they are clamping down on control.  No
different than a tin pot dictator in a third world country, their reaction to
losing control is to send in the jack-booted thugs and rule with an iron hand.
 
 
Chairman Matt Pinnell, you should be ashamed of yourself for allowing the
massive corruption in the last five months.  You and no one else are charged
with the enforcement of the GOP state rules under section 10 g of the 2011
Oklahoma State GOP Rules.  I personally gave you the benefit of the doubt for
the last two years after supporting you for your job only to be paid back with
more corruption that ever before.  If you have an ounce of self respect and
an ounce of good character you will clean up this mess that you have created,
reset the 1st District convention and reset the State Convention to fix the
problems.  You have been in charge long enough to know what you are doing
and have been aware of this coming to a head for over a year.  There is
simply no excuse other than you prefer to drive off thousands of fresh, young,
talented registered Republicans by disrespecting them on a massive scale
rather than risk your own position in the GOP.
 
 

 
 

Alon Morrison House District 20
By Ms PM

 
I have long waited for the breath of fresh air and after speaking with this
candidate it was a glorious revelation not to be gasping for air when the
conversation was over.
 
I asked Alon why I should vote for him rather than the other candidates
running. His response was simple, "I am beholden to the people in my
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community. My community stood with me as I built my business." He is young
and starts with a clean slate. He owes nothing to lobbyist and will keep it that
way so he says. What came through very clearly was his loyalty belongs with
the people. His morals and ethics are his utmost concern.
 
He was adamant about the fact that he uses the word "we" instead of "me or
I" when conveying his thoughts. His concern throughout our conversation was
that the people must know it is about them, he is their voice. He articulated
that the only agenda is to represent the people.
 
I asked him about Constitutionality and how important this issue was to him.
There was no hesitation in his response, "I will always vote along
Constitutional lines, and fight to keep the state sovereign."
 
I heard the fire behind his words and the passion for Oklahoma. I can't help
but think new blood at our Capitol is desperately needed. The bottom line, it's
your vote.
 
Do you live in Alon's District?  Here is the map link
 
Alon Morrison,  , Newcastle, OK 73065

 (cell)
www.morrison4district20.org   Facebook: Morrison for House District 20
 
 
 
 
 

 
Simulated Fear and Unrest?
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By Ms PM
 
At around 1am on May 9th in Oklahoma City, a drill between the military and
police involved troops storming a hotel. It was characterized by local media as
a "cool tourist story" and not as a frightening example of how Citizens are
being acclimated to accept a state of martial law.
 
Sleeping residents and hotel guests were wakened to the sound of simulated
gunfire and explosions as military helicopters hovered over the building and
lowered troops to the roof.
 
The drill prompted many 911 calls. Local police assisted in overseeing and
were told to keep quiet for security reasons. They also blocked off roads
around the building.
 
Similar events have happened across the country. The whole point of no prior
warning notice is the shock value of the new way of things-military
involvement in domestic law enforcement in partnership with police as part of
the new “homeland patrols” announced by the Washington Post that started in
2008 under the Bush administration.
 
Now...I have lied to you. This did not happen in Oklahoma City but it did
happen in Florida. How cool do you think this is? How easy will it be for
government to haul your family away when you think something is really
happening? When they act as if it's the real deal, will you believe your family
will be safe if you readily go with them?
 
The real fake event can be read here,  
 
 
 
 

New Political News Video
 

One of the local media guys that is unabashedly conservative is Scott
Mitchell.   Scott has made a deal with Channel 9 and is working on Channel 6
(Tulsa) to post feed political video and pictures through the same email
system used to report severe weather info.   All you have to do is send them
to
pics@news9.net and put "politics" in the subject line.   The media will use the
video and pictures in their stories if they are available so take advantage of
this offer as often as you run across good video or photos.
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Bobby Cleveland, House District 20

 
Mr. “Shut up woman, I know what I am doing!”

 
By Ms PM

 
 
There are many articles that show how corrupt Bobby Cleveland really is and
unlike the Titanic, we're able to see below the water line with this floater.
When you continually have people talking, only an idiot would dismiss what is
being said, that is unless your name is Bobby Cleveland.
 
Let’s begin in 2001 with the article published in the Norman Transcript. The
heading was, "Deferred sentence given to double voter." Cleveland said he
never intended to vote twice and that "I totally forgot that I had voted
absentee mail-in on July 12, 2001 and I had absolutely no intention to vote
two times in the same election."
 
Bobby goes on to blame the Election Board because they didn't remind him
that he had voted twice. He takes it up a notch by stating:
 
 "I am also disappointed that the County Election Board has not implemented
readily available measures to ensure that this type of mistake is noted and
corrected before a citizen votes twice."
 
Norman Transcript article on Bobby Cleveland voting fraud
 
Entire front page of the Norman Transcript with Bobby Cleveland voting fraud
case
 
Is anyone wondering why this man thinks it's okay to police voters? What
happened to his individual responsibility? Or, is this just another example of
placing blame on anyone other than himself because he's so self-righteous?
 
One of the best examples of his unsavory character circulated in 2008. Bobby
pulled numerous dirty tricks on the Ron Paul supporters including an episode
where the votes were being shown in the excel program on the overhead
projector and Bobby was losing the election.  Multiple sources claimed that the
screen went blank for a minute, and then popped back up with Bobby winning
the election!   Did scum bag pop into your mind as a descriptive for his
actions?
 
In 2011 his true colors were shown again and his lack of character took center
stage.   Multiple complaints were received from Republicans on a new
requirement of his to "register" in advance before he would give out the date,
time and location of the precinct meetings. That stellar performance caused
State Chairman Matt Pinnell to chew his fat rump and the fact that Cleveland
admitted this happened, well… you can be the truth council on this one.
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Another controversy at the Cleveland County Convention happened when he
threw out a state director for one of the Presidential candidates. I would love
to move the rocks in the pond the next time this arrogant fool decides he can
walk on water.
 
In this article you can see how Bobby pushes the envelope, yet again. If
Bobby would list his miscellaneous expenses on his ethics report as other
candidates do, there would be little to question. Instead he uses his Visa Card.
This allows him to avoid having to list who or what he is paying for. 
 
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has questions about allegations of improper
financing under Bobby's leadership. Once they get to the bottom of his
corruption, a good spray of "Roundup" might solve this weed problem, at least
for a while.
  
In this article there are a range of descriptions used to show the brunt of how
Bobby manipulates a situation and this statement really stood out, "But what
is curious is Bobby Cleveland’s ability to decide when rules are made to be
followed and when they are to be broken, as this is not Cleveland’s first foray
into conflict.
 
This article sums up what Bobby is capable of and how far he will go to run
an agenda, as long as it's his agenda. It is clear he takes no prisoners. Read
into the "comments" section at the bottom of the article for the truth.
 
I would love to be the fly on the wall when he thinks no one is watching. If a
person is willing to behave as he does in public, I have no doubt as to what
sort of conniving, lying cheat he truly is. As long as there are politicians like
Bobby, also comes the clear understanding why the citizens loathe those
elected to represent them. If there are people out there that care about what
happens in their district, the time is ripe with the stench of this rotten
politician...Choose wisely when you vote. 
 

 
 

Miss Emily Ranting her Rave
By Ms PM

 
In the latest of Emily Virgins Capitol Weekly Update, it appears she has a
problem with the state giving income tax cuts along with the trigger
mechanism for future cuts to taxpayers. Not a surprise considering when she
campaigned for District 44, it was sheer luck she happened upon my front
porch and I was home. I had asked her thoughts on the federal government
not having a budget. Her reply was," The Federal Government doesn't have to
have a budget."
 
In her update she says, "Regardless of the tremendous amount of available
information indicating that government's core programs cannot continue to
absorb shortfalls and provide the same level of service, advocates of reducing
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the income tax remain relentless in their efforts. I was "extremely shocked by
an editorial this week in which Speaker Kris Steele stated that "government
continues to function just fine" and that rather than expanding government
we should return money to taxpayers in the form of another tax cut."
 
She justifies the state keeping the money by using examples like DHS would
never have been sued if things were fine, prisons having staffing ratios of one
officer per 160 inmates, overcrowded classrooms and the Medical Examiners
office isn't accredited. 
 
She is also a strong supporter of OETA and was very pleased with the funding
for another two years. She pointed out the "many great things" about public
television and made the point that OETA "is the only television station that
can reach all Oklahomans during a national emergency."
 
There has always been an abundance of waste in government. I hear nothing
from her about tackling that albatross.
 
Some people working for DHS are stupid and the ones running the show are
worse. You can't pay someone not to be an idiot and in time, idiots reap what
they sow.
 
The prison problem just might be drastically reduced if inmates were made to
work for their free room, board and healthcare. What a concept, repay society
with physical labor. Some old fart must need wood cut for winter.
 
Then there is education...how much taxpayer money has been thrown at that
overly funded and wasteful bureaucratic nightmare? Schools are teaching kids
how to grow up and suck off of society. Not bad for a glorified babysitting
service.
 
OETA is wonderful but what it is not is something taxpayers should be paying
for. Private donations sink or swim. In case of a national disaster, I believe
everyone in Oklahoma will know about it, with or without OETA.
 
The root problem is never addressed and Emily Virgin is proof that big
government will always be the answer to her woes. When the waste is cut
and the people represented, that is when you ask us for money. Should I hold
my breath?
 
 
 
 

 
The Honeymoon is Over
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After Only Two years?
 

By R. H.
 
Mr. Vaughan has drawn two challengers for his seat in the House after only
two years representing the people of Kay and Osage Counties. It is enough to
make one wonder about his politics. Let me see if I can put them in a clearer
perspective for you.
 
For those of you who are wondering what ROPO stands for, it means
Republican on Paper Only. That’s on par with a RINO. Let’s begin by looking
at Mr. Vaughan’s legislative record. In 2011 he submitted 6 bills for
consideration to the House. Of those three died in House committees, 1 died
in a Senate committee and 2 became law. The 2 that became law are listed
below.
 
HB 1439 Expanding the Right to use Deadly Force-Gun Rights Bill-
Conservative
HB 1511 Establishing 2nd Amendment Day in Oklahoma-Conservative
 
Now these are both conservative bills dealing with gun rights. One would think
that this would be enough to get him an A plus rating from the NRA. It was
not. He got an A minus. It makes one wonder what he has done that has
caused his rating to be that low. It calls into question his motive for passing
these gun rights bills.
 
In 2012 he submitted 10 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration
to the House. Of those 8 are still in House committees and are likely dead for
this session, 1 is in a Senate committee and 1 is in a Conference Committee.
The House Joint Resolution is in a House Committee.
 
It’s enough to make one wonder that he got mad enough to not have his bills
heard in committee. Maybe if he would have signed HB 1004, more of his bills
would have been heard, and maybe some of them would have become law.
 
Now we understand that he is a Freshmen Representative. We also
understand that he is a very religious man. We have no argument with either
of those. What we do have a problem with is a Speaker who co-ops incoming
Freshmen Representatives and bullies them into voting his way. These
Freshmen Representatives don’t know that it doesn’t have to be that way, but
they are so threatened and scared that there common sense won’t let them
make the right choice between the tyrannical rule of a dictatorial Speaker and
the freedom necessary to run the House of Representatives the way it should
be run. Ignorance and fear are no excuse.
 
How did he do on his conservative ranking? For a man who brags about
bringing “conservative representation” to the House of Representatives, I think
you’ll be surprised. He scored a 60 on the RINO Index. That in fact qualifies
him as not only a ROPO but a RINO. Is that the kind of conservative
representation we need? I think not.
 
So how did he vote on other bills that mattered to Oklahomans? We took a
look at some key issues and here is what we found.
 
HB 2130 Obama care, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-Liberal
stance
HR 2171 Highway Bond Bill (stealing gas trust fund money), voted Nay 2
times, excused 3 times- Neutral
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 11 times-
Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-
Liberal
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HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Yea 3 times, Nay 2
times- Neutral
HB 2169 Obama care Funding, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
 
There you have it. That explains how he got his bills through the House last
year. He gave his vote to the Speaker so his bills could get heard. Many of
you will say that’s politics as usual, but that’s not how it’s supposed to work.
The rules of the House are set up to where the Speaker has a virtual
Dictatorship in the House of Representatives. If you don’t vote the Speakers
way, your bills will not be heard in committee. That is why Mr. Vaughan will
not sign HB 1004. It was part of the deal to get his bills passed.
 
I went to www.votesmart.org and reviewed his file there. It indicated all the
typical callings of a liberal politician. He didn’t want to let his constituents
know where he stood on the issues, so he didn’t take the political courage
test.
 
I also went to www.followthemoney.org to look at his campaign finances.
They were unremarkable. He did take money from Native American Tribes
who had hoped to negotiate with the state of Oklahoma on water rights, but
the amount was inconsequential.
 
Representative Vaughan is a very good example of a ROPO Republican. The
legislation he writes leans to the conservative side, but he’s willing to sell his
vote to get his way.
 

 
 

Slush Fund or Campaign Fund?
By R. H.

 
It never fails to amaze me at the number of ways liberal politicians
manufacture ways to spend donor’s money. Representative Harold Wright
ranks right up there among the top. Of course he had lots of practice while he
was the Mayor of Anadarko. I guess he doesn’t think his donors will mind
since he has no opponent in his last two elections. Let’s get right to his
campaign finances.
 
I first went to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site and looked up his
expenditures for the 2010 campaign season. He did not face an opponent
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during this election. Here is some of what I found.
Date                Item                             Beneficiary                  Explanation    
             Amount
Feb.22, 2010   Newspaper                  Thomas Tribune          1yr
Subscription          $40.00
Mar.01, 2010  Newspaper                  Weatherford Daily News 1yr
Subscription     $100.00
Jun.23, 2010    Newspaper                  Clinton Daily News      6 mo.
Subscription      $175.00
Jul. 02, 2010    Newspaper                  Weatherford Daily News 6Mo.
Subscription $114.32
Oct. 09, 2010  Ad in Ministry Book    Spreading the Word    Single
Sponsorship      $250.00
Dec. 23, 2010  Two Tickets                 Governor’s
Inauguration                                 $250.00
 
I’ll leave you to make the call. Admittedly he needs to keep in touch with
what’s going on in his district, but you don’t pay for a one year subscription to
a newspaper in March and turn around and pay for a six month subscription
to the same paper in July. I also feel that since his residence and primary
district office is in Weatherford and is in fact a resident of Weatherford, then
he should foot the dime for the hometown paper out of his own pocket.
 
Items that I found that need a lot more explanation deal more directly with
the business he owns in Weatherford and the payments made to that
business. Those are listed below.
 
Date                Item                             Beneficiary                 
Explanation                 Amount
Jan.14, 2010    Gas, Office Support     Wright Radio               Use of Car, Cell
          $379.14
                        Cell phone, misc.                                            phone, misc.
Mar.09, 2010  Gas, Office Support     Wright Radio               Use of Car,
Etc.           $760.13
 
It just keeps going on. I think I’ve made my point. There are enough
questionable entries here to warrant a closer look by the ethics commission.
 
I went to www.votesmart.org to see what was in his record there. I did find a
good list of campaign contributors. I wonder if they are aware of how he is
spending their donations. I also found that he has demonstrated the typical
liberal politician’s hypocrisy by hiding behind a veil of secrecy on where he
stands on the issues that affect the lives of his constituents. Fortunately for
us, we have his legislative and his voting record. We’ll take a look at his
legislative record next.
In 2011 Mr. Wright submitted 8 bills for consideration to the House. Of those 4
died in House committees and four became law. Sounds like an effective
legislator, except he was just doing the bidding of the House leadership, of
which he is a member. The bills that became law are listed below.
 
HB 1319 DUI-Modifying Penalties-Soft on Crime-Liberal
HB 1321 Prohibiting Certain Lottery Ads-prohibits the use of children-
Conservative
HB 1322 Embezzlement from an Estate-soft on crime-Liberal
HB 1323 Modifying the makeup of the County Energy District Authority-
basically eliminated all positions but one-Liberal
 
As you can see, in 20111 it was just what the State Chamber wanted. It also
went along with Speaker Steele’s social justice agenda.
 
In 2012 he submitted 6 bills and 1 House Concurrent Resolution for
consideration to the House. Of those 4 are still in House committees and 2
have become law. The House Concurrent Resolution was passed. They are
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listed below.
 
HB 2566 Freedom of Choice for Residents of Assisted Living Centers-
Conservative
HB 2568 Motor Vehicle-Modifying Penalty-Liberal
HCR 1020 Proclaiming Music Therapy Month at the State Capital-Liberal
 
There’s a pattern here. When it comes to protecting the elderly and the
children, he’s conservative, but when it comes to protecting criminals, he’s
liberal. Why? Don’t we have more important things to do than Proclaim Music
Therapy Month at the State Capital? Maybe if he would have signed HB 1004,
we could have heard a conservative bill on one of a thousand different
subjects that didn’t get heard because Speaker Steele didn’t want them to be
heard.
 
So how did he vote on the bills that mattered to Oklahomans? We took a look
at some key questions and here is what we found.
 
HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 4 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-Liberal
Stance
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 5 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 12 times-
Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employee’s Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-
Liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Yea 3 times, Nay 2
times- Neutral
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
 
As you can tell he never met a liberal bill he didn’t like. With votes like this,
it’s little wonder why the Speaker has appointed him to a leadership role with
so little experience. He sold his vote for power.
 
So how liberal is Mr. Wright. Where does he stand in the rankings of the RINO
Index? Well he scored a 30 meaning he voted right three out of ten times.
 
There is little doubt that the record proves that Mr. Wright has sold his vote
for the trappings of power. That is no way to represent your constituents.
That is no way to represent the citizens of the State of Oklahoma. Mr. Wright
would do well to remember that the people are the ones who put him in
office, and the people are the one who can take him out.
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SB 1816 Favors State Control Over Local
Competition, Yikes!

 
By Brian Hobbs

 
SB 1816 is a state power grab for control of public virtual charter schools that
reduces competition, stymies innovation, and increases the power of state
bureaucracy in one fell swoop. 
 
My opinion may not mean much because I am not a lobbyist, a school
superintendent, or a teacher; but I am a parent of four students who attend
public virtual charter schools in Oklahoma.  I made a choice after much
thoughtful research for my kids to attend the school that best meets their
academic needs.  Some legislators don’t think that parents like me choosing to
attend or not attend a school is enough accountability, instead they think the
answer lies in the state having singular control of one virtual school that
serves students across the state. 
 
Who would have thought that so called conservatives would attempt to pass a
bill that trumps local control, limits competition, and reduces parental school
choice all in one bill? 
Currently, Oklahoma is served by two virtual public charter schools.  One is
sponsored by a small rural district and the other by a suburban district of
about 5,000 students (a fairly large school district by Oklahoma standards). 
These schools accept students from across the state through the public school
choice law that allows for transfers based on parental choice. 
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Currently there are hundreds of public school districts that are allowed to
sponsor charter schools by state law, even though there are only about 20
charter schools in the state.  This is the first year that any of those charter
schools have been virtual charter schools, and even after almost ten years of
virtual education in Oklahoma students that attend online make up less than
1% of total Oklahoma public school students.  So before the competition could
get any traction there is a movement afoot to put them under the chokehold
of a politically appointed state bureaucracy.  I can’t think of a better way to
kill innovation and push parents away that feel they have finally found a public
school option that will work for their kids.
 
Not only does this bill say that two virtual public charter schools is too many,
but it creates a framework that will only allow one of them to live while the
other is forced to die even though they both serve about the same number of
kids.  Who gets to make this choice?  Not parents, but the state appointed
bureaucracy of course.  During election time most legislators claim to support
school choice for parents and competitive alternatives to improve the quality
of Oklahoma public education.  Supporters of SB 1816 are much more
committed to the state controlling what little choice exists in Oklahoma public
education by stopping schools both large and small from competing for
students, innovating, and satisfying parents so that their schools will grow and
prosper.  This only works if schools that refuse to innovate and develop
options that will help them retain students are allowed to keep shrinking until
they don’t exist.
 
This bill allows the state to step in and push schools away from competing
and innovating, but instead they think “choice” is a choice between the local
public school that families are trapped in or a one size fits all virtual school
managed by a state bureaucracy, sounds like the “choices” we have in Obama
Care.  Personally, I would like to truly keep the education I’ve got.  I hope
legislators will vote against SB 1816 and continue to allow a variety of locally
grown virtual options to be offered to kids across the state, including my own.
 
 

 
The Oklahoma-Guardian Update

 
We are close to having the first issue ready to go to print.   The State GOP
Convention took up a bit more time that we thought so the issue might not
make it to the printer before mid week and there is a lot of work in formatting
a newspaper.   Content writing isn’t that hard but writing it so it will fit the
available space that is a different thing entirely.
 
Subscribers are already signing up and we have had some donations toward
getting the first couple of issues printed as the advertising will not be there on
the first issues.  But, having a copy of two to show prospective advertisers will
solve that problem. 
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Subscription rates are $35.00 per year for the twelve monthly issues, mailed
to your home or business.   Remember that these papers are written for a
specific county and the content is aimed at local residents, local advertisers,
and local politicians both good and bad.   The idea is to develop the month’s
issue, then rework the local content and advertising to fit the next problem
area. 
 
 I would consider a subscription as a donation to the cause as the newspaper
will most likely cover the local news of the area that it is targeted for but
there will be a lot of state wide info included.   We believe that if we keep our
costs cut to the bone and rely on volunteers to deliver the papers in the
beginning; a yearly paid subscription will help print and deliver another 200
issues of the newspaper to a problem House or Senate District.  Imagine that,
for $35.00 per year you can expose 200 voters to what is really going on at
the Capitol.
 
The first May issue will hit Cleveland County, targeting House District 20,
House District 53, and Senate District 24.   The issues will also cover much of
the Cleveland County Commissioner District 2 area.  We need volunteers
willing to sign up to help deliver the papers in Cleveland County.
 
The second version of the May issue will hit House District 68, home of Mr.
Obama Care himself, Glen Mulready, and Senate District 37, home of Senator
Shariaberry, uh Newberry.   Delivery people will be needed so volunteer if you
are in the West Tulsa area and let us know of any businesses that might be
willing to advertise.
 
If we have enough time to get out a third version of the May issue, it will hit
House District 25 in Ada, home of Representative Todd Thompson.  Same
thing on delivery and advertising, sign up to get this issue into the hands of
Todd Thompson’s voters.
 
 
We are looking for local writers/reporters to provide local interest stories or to
contribute to a monthly column.  We will have a Preppers Corner column, a
gardening column, an Action Alert column, a Backyard Chickens column, and a
letters to the editor section that will need a writer/editor.   An editorial page
will need editorials, maybe some Op Eds and I will write a kitchen remodel
column.
 
And the key to this entire project is good quality paid advertising so we will
need part time commissioned ad sales people recruiting advertisers and
someone willing to do basic ad design for a reasonable fee.  After the
advertising dollars catch up with our costs we should be able to switch to a
paid delivery system.  This needs to be viewed as a business, one that will
pay its own way and eventually wind up not depending on all volunteers to
get the job done.
 
And we have a website in place ready to post some of the content, maybe put
the local stories from the different versions of the monthly issue, and then put
the regular columns up after the next issue comes out.   If you are a website
guru or know how to manage a Web Press Blog posting or are willing to
learn, we could use your help.
 
Only two areas of the paper are going to be paid work, selling the ads and
designing the ads.  Not because they are special functions but because they
are the key to making this project expand  so we need to make them a
priority for someone.  The reporting, editing, and regular columns should be a
labor of responsibility, your contribution to the movement.  Every nickel we
make will be plowed back in to getting more issues into the voter’s hands.
 
If you want to subscribe or have questions on advertising or volunteering,
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send an email to:  editor@Oklahoma-Guardian.com
 
Or you can send a check to:   Oklahoma-Guardian, 358 North Rockwell Ave,
Oklahoma City, Ok, 73127.  The cost is $35 per year and we would love to
have donations to help kick start the first issues till the ad revenue catches up
with our costs.
 
If you want to use PayPal for your subscription or donation visit the Sooner
Tea Party website and use the Donate button.  Be sure and put newspaper
subscription in your message along with your name and mailing address.  
This is a private business ran for the benefit of our movement so all donations
and subscriptions are private.
 
 
 

 
Sharia Law Divorce

 
NO CHAMBERCRATS IN KANSAS?

 
Recently we told you about the growing influence of a special interest group
in the state legislature increasingly becoming known as the “Chambercrats.”
This is a group of amoral politicians controlled by the Chamber of Commerce
who want to remake Oklahoma into a tolerant, cosmopolitan, diverse state in
order to attract a wide variety of businesses. The word is that the
Chambercrats want to “beat the religion” out of Oklahoma (because they
really know what is best for us) and all these “Islamophobic” haters who insist
that Shariah law should have no place in Oklahoma are creating a bad image,
especially for all those wealthy Arab sheiks who want to relocate their
business here.
 
The Chambercrats were at the bottom of the filthy stink over the recent
Senate defeat of the ALAC bill that was so big that it made national headlines.
You may recall that Senator Anthony Sykes who, along with Clark
Jolley, is the Chambercrat “Co-Leader of the Senate,” allowed the bill
to die in committee without so much as a whimper despite the fact that he
was the bill's sponsor. Senator Sykes was also the one who threatened to sue
the High Noon Club when the HNC's moderator, Bob Dani, asked him to
come to HNC to explain to his constituents and other HNC members what
happened with the ALAC bill. Not to be forgotten are the other Chambercrats
Republicans who voted against the bill, Senators Anderson, Branan, Fields
and Newberry. Let's also not forget that Senators Jolley and Mazzei were
“no-shows” on one of the most important bills of the session, which is just as
good as a “no” vote. Finally, let's not forget that 70% of the voters of
Oklahoma voted for ALAC's precursor, the Anti-Shariah Amendment.
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This past week, the Kansas House of Representatives passed the “Kansas
Laws for Kansas Courts” bill by a whopping vote of 120 to 0. The Kansas
bill is strikingly similar to Oklahoma's ALAC bill. The major difference between
Kansas and Oklahoma, however, is that in Kansas, legislators actually took
action to address concerns raised in committee by adding an amendment to
address the concerns. According to Rep. Peggy Mast, R-Emporia, the bill was
designed as a pre-emptive measure to prevent the spread of Shariah but
several attorneys raised concerns that the measure could jeopardize
international trade for Kansas-based companies. Rep. Lance Kinzer, R-Olathe,
said, however, that business-to-business transactions involving foreign law
were exempted by an amendment. You see, Senator Sykes, concerns others
have really CAN be addressed if you are willing to do the necessary work. The
Kansas House passed the law that should have been passed in the Oklahoma
Senate. Doesn't it just irritate you to no end to see a Jayhawk have braggin'
rights?
 
There are several others differences between Oklahoma and Kansas. I have
been told that a Kansas House committee heard testimony from several
counterterrorism experts about the Muslim Brotherhood's information warfare
campaign they are waging at every level of federal, state and local
government. During the course of the testimony, the CT experts were
describing some of the tactics that the MB and their front groups have been
using with great effect at the state level when a disturbance arose among
some of the members of the committee. The Chairman paused, leaned over to
confer with several of the members and then announced to the public that
virtually every member of the committee had just recently been solicited by
another Muslim Brotherhood front organization (no, not CAIR) with precisely
the same perks and approach the CT experts had just been describing. No
word on how many members had already accepted. Remember “By their
hand”? Remember CAIR's “outreach” to your state legislators? It seems that
something the Kansas legislature had that the Oklahoma legislature did not
have was the true inside story.
 
Oh, yes, apparently Kansas had other advantage over Oklahoma: no
Chambercrats.
 
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of
email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and
email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else
got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click
here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use
our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to
prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign
materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will
spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our
very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to
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clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358
North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: costs of obamacare to Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:42:00 PM

Do you have that exact figure and source for how much ObamaCare will cost to the state budget?
Somewhere around a half billion according to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority? Are they going
to back us up on that number?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Jonathan Small, Fiscal Policy Director
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Countdown to the budget deal: Time to stop mandatory funds for NCSL
Date: Monday, April 23, 2012 4:07:57 PM

If you're having trouble viewing this email, you may see it online.

Share This: 

Following is an excerpt from OCPA’s Proposed State Budget for the Fiscal Year 2013.

 
Time to stop mandatory funds for NCSL
 
by Jonathan Small, CPA

 
 
With Oklahoma government spending at an all-time high (see chart), the time has

come to set priorities and to exercise spending discipline.
 
Regardless of revenue levels, lawmakers continue to take your money and give it

to the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), an organization which

is “nationally recognized as a formidable lobbying force in Washington, D.C.”

In the last eight years alone, Oklahoma lawmakers have given more than $1
million (in the form of dues money) to make the Oklahoma Legislature a
member of this big-government lobbying organization.
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Oklahomans already have representation before the federal government—they

are known as United States Representatives and United States Senators. In

addition, there is a multitude of state officials and lawmakers who represent the

state. Oklahoma lawmakers know this because the website for the Oklahoma

legislature provides a great tool by which Oklahomans can “find my legislator.”

Mandated state funding for NCSL membership is also alarming when one

considers the policy positions of NCSL. One need only to read NCSL’s numerous

policy statements to see they have an addiction to more federal funds—and hold

positions in direct conflict with Oklahoma’s federal lawmakers. Need we remind

NCSL and everyone else that the federal government is broke? As columnist

Mark Steyn memorably put it,

"The government of the United States is broker than any entity has ever been in

the history of the planet. Officially, Washington has to return 15,000,000,000,000

dollars just to get back to having nothing at all. And that 15,000,000,000,000

dollars is a very lowball figure that conveniently ignores another $100 trillion in

unfunded liabilities that the government, unlike private businesses, is able to

keep off the books."

Undeterred by this reality, the NCSL supports more corporate welfare, supports

welfare through the tax code, and stands in the way of congressional efforts to

reduce federal spending. NCSL’s policy positions also include:

Ensuring “Federally funded family life and health education and prevention

(HIV & AIDS) programs must include accurate information emphasizing

responsible sex practices. These programs should include but not be

limited to the promotion of safer sex …”

Support for increased funding for the National Health Services Corp.

Strong support for “the development of an interoperable system of

electronic health information for the United States.”

Support for federal funding of early childhood education, including failed

programs such as Head Start.

Support for the “Common Core Initiative.”

A neutral position on climate change legislation and the statement that

“Climate change is a far reaching topic that affects multiple issues of

everyday life.”

Concerning a balanced federal budget, the NCSL states “NCSL is

concerned that excessive spending increases or tax cuts, given the need

for continued fiscal discipline, may threaten funding for existing and future

intergovernmental programs.”

Oklahoma lawmakers should know better than to take citizens’ hard-earned

money to give to an organization which often lobbies for more funds from a

federal government which has already strapped citizens and future generations

with trillions of dollars in debt. Further, Oklahoma lawmakers should not send

state tax dollars to an organization that has had a neutral or compliant position on
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Obamacare. Many of NCSL’s positions concerning the law are fixated on

ensuring the federal government provides sufficient federal funds for states’

implementation of Obamacare, with meetings on the topic dominated by

presentations on how states can ensure they implement the law and meet all of

the law’s timelines, particularly deadlines for Obamacare’s insurance exchanges.

If there is a continuing educational benefit for a lawmaker who wants to attend an

NCSL event, that should be considered on a case-by-case basis and funded by

the lawmaker or on a per-attendee basis. To better facilitate lawmakers’

continuing education on policy development and their need to participate in

lawmaker-led organizations, the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the

Legislative Service Bureau should allocate all funds given to membership

organizations on a scholarship basis to each lawmaker. This will allow lawmakers

to seek innovative policy solutions from organizations they deem most beneficial.

It’s time to end the taxpayer subsidization of the NCSL.

The potential savings from implementing such reforms would be $141,551

annually.

 
Submitted each year by the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, Inc. to the
taxpayers of the State of Oklahoma and their elected Officials, the OCPA
“Budget Book” is carefully crafted by Fiscal Policy Director Jonathan Small to
help lawmakers set priorities and exercise spending discipline while creating a
state budget that respects your family budget. Offering unmatched fiscal policy
analysis and recommendations, Small draws on his experiences as a former
budget analyst for the Oklahoma Office of State Finance, former fiscal policy
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analyst and research analyst for the Oklahoma House of Representatives, and
former director of government affairs for the Oklahoma Insurance Department to
provide perspective on the state budget that you cannot find anywhere else.
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From: Jonathan Small, Fiscal Policy Director
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Countdown to the budget deal: Time to stop mandatory funds for NCSL
Date: Monday, April 23, 2012 4:07:58 PM

If you're having trouble viewing this email, you may see it online.

Share This: 

Following is an excerpt from OCPA’s Proposed State Budget for the Fiscal Year 2013.

 
Time to stop mandatory funds for NCSL
 
by Jonathan Small, CPA

 
 
With Oklahoma government spending at an all-time high (see chart), the time has

come to set priorities and to exercise spending discipline.
 
Regardless of revenue levels, lawmakers continue to take your money and give it

to the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), an organization which

is “nationally recognized as a formidable lobbying force in Washington, D.C.”

In the last eight years alone, Oklahoma lawmakers have given more than $1
million (in the form of dues money) to make the Oklahoma Legislature a
member of this big-government lobbying organization.
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Oklahomans already have representation before the federal government—they

are known as United States Representatives and United States Senators. In

addition, there is a multitude of state officials and lawmakers who represent the

state. Oklahoma lawmakers know this because the website for the Oklahoma

legislature provides a great tool by which Oklahomans can “find my legislator.”

Mandated state funding for NCSL membership is also alarming when one

considers the policy positions of NCSL. One need only to read NCSL’s numerous

policy statements to see they have an addiction to more federal funds—and hold

positions in direct conflict with Oklahoma’s federal lawmakers. Need we remind

NCSL and everyone else that the federal government is broke? As columnist

Mark Steyn memorably put it,

"The government of the United States is broker than any entity has ever been in

the history of the planet. Officially, Washington has to return 15,000,000,000,000

dollars just to get back to having nothing at all. And that 15,000,000,000,000

dollars is a very lowball figure that conveniently ignores another $100 trillion in

unfunded liabilities that the government, unlike private businesses, is able to

keep off the books."

Undeterred by this reality, the NCSL supports more corporate welfare, supports

welfare through the tax code, and stands in the way of congressional efforts to

reduce federal spending. NCSL’s policy positions also include:

Ensuring “Federally funded family life and health education and prevention

(HIV & AIDS) programs must include accurate information emphasizing

responsible sex practices. These programs should include but not be

limited to the promotion of safer sex …”

Support for increased funding for the National Health Services Corp.

Strong support for “the development of an interoperable system of

electronic health information for the United States.”

Support for federal funding of early childhood education, including failed

programs such as Head Start.

Support for the “Common Core Initiative.”

A neutral position on climate change legislation and the statement that

“Climate change is a far reaching topic that affects multiple issues of

everyday life.”

Concerning a balanced federal budget, the NCSL states “NCSL is

concerned that excessive spending increases or tax cuts, given the need

for continued fiscal discipline, may threaten funding for existing and future

intergovernmental programs.”

Oklahoma lawmakers should know better than to take citizens’ hard-earned

money to give to an organization which often lobbies for more funds from a

federal government which has already strapped citizens and future generations

with trillions of dollars in debt. Further, Oklahoma lawmakers should not send

state tax dollars to an organization that has had a neutral or compliant position on
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Obamacare. Many of NCSL’s positions concerning the law are fixated on

ensuring the federal government provides sufficient federal funds for states’

implementation of Obamacare, with meetings on the topic dominated by

presentations on how states can ensure they implement the law and meet all of

the law’s timelines, particularly deadlines for Obamacare’s insurance exchanges.

If there is a continuing educational benefit for a lawmaker who wants to attend an

NCSL event, that should be considered on a case-by-case basis and funded by

the lawmaker or on a per-attendee basis. To better facilitate lawmakers’

continuing education on policy development and their need to participate in

lawmaker-led organizations, the House of Representatives, the Senate, and the

Legislative Service Bureau should allocate all funds given to membership

organizations on a scholarship basis to each lawmaker. This will allow lawmakers

to seek innovative policy solutions from organizations they deem most beneficial.

It’s time to end the taxpayer subsidization of the NCSL.

The potential savings from implementing such reforms would be $141,551

annually.

 
Submitted each year by the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, Inc. to the
taxpayers of the State of Oklahoma and their elected Officials, the OCPA
“Budget Book” is carefully crafted by Fiscal Policy Director Jonathan Small to
help lawmakers set priorities and exercise spending discipline while creating a
state budget that respects your family budget. Offering unmatched fiscal policy
analysis and recommendations, Small draws on his experiences as a former
budget analyst for the Oklahoma Office of State Finance, former fiscal policy
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analyst and research analyst for the Oklahoma House of Representatives, and
former director of government affairs for the Oklahoma Insurance Department to
provide perspective on the state budget that you cannot find anywhere else.
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From: Gretchen Gray
To: Governor Info
Subject: Courage!
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 1:06:27 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,
Thank you for making the decision to not set up the exchanges mandated by Obamacare. A truly history
making decision. Thank you.
Gretchen Gray
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Court Rules Against a Breathtakingly Expansive Mandate -- Health Policy Matters
Date: Friday, August 19, 2011 9:01:00 AM

View Online | Forward | Subscribe | Unsubscribe

Health Policy Matters

Friday, August, 19, 2011

Court Rules Against a Breathtakingly
Expansive Mandate
By Grace-Marie Turner

The 11th Circuit decision last week was the most significant

court ruling to date in the constitutional challenges to

ObamaCare, and it virtually assures a U.S. Supreme Court

hearing, most likely in the coming term.

The 11th Circuit court was very blunt in saying that the

individual mandate is not only unconstitutional but "is

breathtaking in its expansive scope."

"...This economic mandate represents a wholly novel and

potentially unbounded assertion of congressional

authority: the ability to compel Americans to purchase an

expensive health insurance product they have elected not

to buy, and to make them re-purchase that insurance

product every month for their entire lives."

The judges decided 2-1 that it is unconstitutional for Congress

to compel citizens to purchase health insurance, in an appeal

of the case brought in Florida by 26 states and the National

Federation of Independent Business. Earlier, a 6th Circuit

Appeals court ruled in a separate challenge that the mandate

is constitutional. Several more cases are pending, but the split

in the two appeals court decisions tees it up for resolution by

the Supreme Court.

The overriding question is whether the Congress can

continue to expand its economic and regulatory power under

the Commerce Clause of the Constitution or whether it's finally

time to say, "Stop!"

The 11th Circuit said this is the time. If the Congress can

compel us to purchase health insurance, it basically can force

us to buy anything:
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"...there is no reason why Congress could not similarly

compel Americans to insure against any number of

unforeseeable but serious risks."

"Individuals subjected to this economic mandate have not

made a voluntary choice to enter the stream of commerce,

but instead are having that choice imposed upon them by

the federal government...we are unable to conceive of any

product whose purchase Congress could not mandate

under this line of argument."

"...what Congress cannot do under the Commerce Clause

is mandate that individuals enter into contracts with

private insurance companies for the purchase of an

expensive product from the time they are born until  the

time they die."

If the individual mandate is upheld, the next step surely will be

requiring that we all purchase ObamaCare's long-term care

insurance, especially since Health Sec. Kathleen Sebelius has

acknowledged that program is "totally unsustainable" now.

The court said it could find no precedent for a mandate on

individuals to purchase government-approved health

insurance:

"Few powers, if any, could be more attractive to Congress

than compelling the purchase of certain products...[But

even] in the face of a Great Depression, a World War, a

Cold War, recessions, oil shocks, inflation, and

unemployment, Congress never sought to require the

purchase of wheat or war bonds, force a higher savings

rate or greater consumption of American goods, or require

every American to purchase a more fuel efficient vehicle."

"The government's position amounts to an argument that

the mere fact of an individual's existence substantially

affects interstate commerce, and therefore Congress may

regulate them at every point of their life. This theory

affords no limiting principles in which to confine

Congress's enumerated power."

And the court didn't buy the government's argument that

the mandate is constitutional because Congress needs it for

other provisions in the law to work.

"It simply will not suffice to say that, because Congress

has regulated broadly in a field, it may regulate in any

fashion it pleases."

The court took several shots at the legislation itself, including

the weak penalties for not buying insurance:

"Congress has hamstrung its own efforts to ensure

compliance with the mandate by opting for toothless

enforcement mechanisms."

And the court made it very clear that it finds the law
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enormously complex.

"...to know whether a legislative act is constitutional…our

task is to figure out what this sweeping and

comprehensive Act actually says and does." The 304-

page decision devotes a total of 35 pages to describing

what ObamaCare does -- no small feat.

Some of the major take-aways from the 11th Circuit
decision:

1. It's a penalty, not a tax. Not one of the courts which so

far has ruled -- no matter what the decision -- has agreed

with the Obama administration that the penalty for not

buying insurance is really a "tax." The government thinks

calling it a tax is its home-free ticket. It's unlikely to work.

"It is not surprising to us that all of the federal courts,

which have otherwise reached sharply divergent

conclusions on the constitutionality of the individual

mandate, have spoken on this issue with clarion

uniformity. Beginning with the district court in this case, all

have found, without exception, that the individual mandate

operates as a regulatory penalty, not a tax," the 11th

Circuit wrote.

2. The court severed the individual mandate, but that
doesn't mean the rest of the law is constitutional.
News reports have said that because the 11th Circuit

didn't throw out the whole law, the rest of it is

constitutional. WRONG! What the judges said was that

they were not willing to go as far as U.S. District Judge

Roger Vinson did in ruling that, if the individual mandate is

unconstitutional, the whole law must fall. "Because the

individual mandate is unconstitutional and not severable,

the entire Act must be declared void," Judge Vinson

concluded. The 11th Circuit disagreed.

There are many other provisions in the law which are

being challenged individually -- including the legality of the

Independent Payment Advisory Board, and there are

other potential challenges, including the government's

authority to force employers to provide insurance or pay a

penalty. The court did not address those issues.

3. The decisions cannot be attacked along partisan lines.
Judge Jeffrey Sutton of the 6th Circuit was appointed by

President George W. Bush and voted to uphold the

individual mandate. In this 11th Circuit decision, Judge

Frank Hull, appointed by President Clinton, voted to

declare the mandate unconstitutional.

4. The perspective of the law's backers. Finally, we see a

consistency among those who have concluded that the

individual mandate is constitutional. In his 11th Circuit

dissent, Judge Stanley Marcus repeatedly says that health

care is uniquely important, that everyone will need it, and

that it is therefore within the purview of Congress to
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regulate this form of commerce.

The real question in all of these decisions is whether or

not the U.S. Supreme Court will use this case to finally put

the brakes on the expansive use of the Commerce Clause

to regulate all forms of commerce and our behavior as we

engage in that commerce.

As with so many other issues in this historic debate, it

ultimately all comes down to freedom -- and whether it will be

lost or preserved pending decisions by the Supreme Court and

the voters next year.

ObamaCare: Many people claim that the shorthand term we

use for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act --

ObamaCare -- is derogatory. The president was asked about

the term "ObamaCare" this week during his Midwest bus tour.

He basically said he doesn't have a problem with it. "Let me

tell you, I have no problem with folks saying 'Obama cares.' I

do care. If the other side wants to be the folks who don't care,

that's fine with me."

But later, he seemed to be tinged with regret over his

signature law.

In a "listening tour" stop in Cannon Falls, MN, the president

said:

"It should not be controversial, but it has

become controversial."

"You've got a governor who's running for

president right now who instituted the exact

same thing in Massachusetts. This used to be a

Republican idea, by the way, this whole idea of

the individual mandate, and suddenly, it's like

they got amnesia."

"It's like, 'Oh, this is terrible; this is going to take

away freedom for Americans all over the world,

all over the country.' So that's a little puzzling."

Puzzling? I think not. Just listen to the judges.

CLIP OF THE WEEK

Grace-Marie Turner on Why ObamaCare Is
Wrong for America
At FreedomFest in July, Reason's Nick Gillespie talked with

Grace-Marie Turner of the Galen Institute about Why
ObamaCare Is Wrong for America. 

Watch now >>
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Medicare-cutting panel should be blocked
Grace-Marie Turner
The Orange County Register, 08/15/11

Washington is as polarized as ever, but there is one area of growing bipartisan consensus: Lawmakers

on both sides of the aisle are coming together to oppose a controversial board created by last year's

health care overhaul law. The Independent Payment Advisory Board was created to take difficult

decisions about cutting Medicare spending out of the hands of legislators and give the powers to a panel

of appointed, independent experts. If left in place, the IPAB will have the power to stifle innovation and

harm seniors' access to medical care. There's little doubt that IPAB will fail. As lawmakers look for ways

to make Medicare sustainable for the future, they can look to the Part D model of competition and

choice. 

Read More »

Congress must act quickly to halt this power grab by unelected
technocrats
Grace-Marie Turner
Canada Free Press, 08/04/11

IPAB stands for everything that is wrong with ObamaCare -- taking power away from doctors and

patients and putting it in the hands of elite experts who have virtually no accountability to patients or

voters. It will have power over hundreds of billions of dollars in spending with little or no accountability to

voters. And their approach to holding down Medicare spending will certainly default to making deeper

and deeper reductions in payment rates to providers that will threaten access to care for seniors. 

Read More »

The Colorado Health Symposium's Debate Over Repealing and Replacing
the ACA
Grace-Marie Turner
Health Affairs GrantWatch, 08/03/11

Grace-Marie Turner participated in a debate earlier this month before the Colorado Health Foundation's

annual meeting in Keystone, Colorado. Len Nichols, T.R. Reid, Jon Caldara, and Grace-Marie debated

whether or not the Affordable Care Act should be repealed and new approaches to health reform

explored. In a piece reporting on the debate for Health Affairs, she argued that while we do need health

reform, the ACA builds on dysfunctional systems in both the private and public sectors, and will cause a

cascade of negative consequences. 

Read More »

A Health Spending Crisis
Grace-Marie Turner
National Review Online: Critical Condition, 07/29/11

The debt crisis is a health spending crisis, plain and simple, and real change will take much longer.

Government spending on health care entitlements will bankrupt this nation unless we reform these
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programs. And ObamaCare's new entitlement programs will make the problems much, much worse. 

Read More »

Accountable Care Organizations: ObamaCare's Magic Bullet Misfires
John S. Hoff
The Heritage Foundation, 08/10/11

ObamaCare uses Medicare reimbursement as an incentive to create accountable care organizations

(ACOs), which the federal government has decided are the way to deliver quality care at lower cost.

Proposed regulations by CMS are largely confusing, impenetrable, and inconsistent. They give CMS

detailed control over ACOs and the providers who participate in them, including censorship of ACO

communications with Medicare beneficiaries. CMS's effort, launched by ObamaCare, to use the leverage

of Medicare reimbursement to impose and control a favored model of health care delivery is bound to

fail, but only after increasing the angst of providers and patients and dissipating large amounts of

resources -- money, time, and brainpower. It blocks the development of other ideas for reforming health

care delivery. ACOs are fatally flawed and cannot be fixed by merely changing the proposed regulations.

Read More »

HEALTH REFORM

Will Health Care's Long Boom Go Bust?

Thomas P. Miller, Real Clear Markets, 08/17/11

The American People Deserve Action

Joseph Antos, The American Square, 08/16/11

Health Spending Projection Spin Cycle: Rinse And Repeat, Or Reset?

Thomas Miller, Health Affairs Blog, 08/11/11

Can ObamaCare Survive an Unconstitutional Mandate?

Merrill Matthews, Forbes: Right Directions, 08/15/11

The Latest ObamaCare Assault On Health Care Innovation

Sally C. Pipes, Forbes.com, 08/16/11

Pass the Deal -- But Start Preparing Now for the Next Round

James C. Capretta, National Review Online: The Corner, 08/01/11

Unhealthy Debt

James C. Capretta and Yuval Levin, The Weekly Standard, 08/08/11

The Debt Deal Will Undo ObamaCare

Joseph Antos, The American, 08/04/11

The Debt Ceiling Deal: Kicking the Can Down the Road

Joseph Antos, Health Affairs Blog, 08/02/11

Majority of Large Employers Revamping Health Benefit Programs for 2012, National Business Group on

Health Survey Finds

National Business Group on Health, 08/18/11

An Offer You Can't Refuse: Estimating the Coverage Effects of the 2010 Affordable Care Act

Richard V. Burkhauser, Sean Lyons, and Kosali Simon, Employment Policies Institute, 07/11
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Cadillac Coverage: The High Cost of Public Employee Health Benefits

Josh Barro, Manhattan Institute, 07/11

Healthcare partnership pays big dividends

Duke Helfand, Los Angeles Times, 08/01/11

Where's Your Budget, Mr. President?

Rep. Paul Ryan, The Wall Street Journal, 08/03/11

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

Is Medicare More Efficient Than Private Insurance?

John Goodman and Thomas Saving, Health Affairs Blog, 08/09/11

Response to John Goodman and Thomas Saving on Medicare's Efficiency

Thomas P. Miller, Health Affairs Blog, 08/10/11

Medicare Solvency: How to Get There

Paul Winfree, The Heritage Foundation, 08/09/11

Medicare End-of-Life Counseling: A Matter of Choice

Darius Lakdawalla, Dana P. Goldman, Anupam B. Jena, M.D., and David B. Agus, M.D, American

Enterprise Institute, 08/11

A Recipe for Reform: Success of Consumer-Driven Principles in Medicare Programs

Kathryn Nix, The Heritage Foundation, 08/10/11

Medicare prescription drug premiums will not increase, more seniors receiving free preventive care,

discounts in the donut hole

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 08/04/11

STATE ISSUES

Ballot Initiative Would Repeal RomneyCare's Individual Mandate

Thomas P. Miller, National Review Online: Critical Condition, 08/05/11

Newly Insured In Mass. Continue To Use Community Health Centers

Phil Galewitz, Kaiser Health News: Capsules, 08/08/11

Windfall for Massachusetts hospitals is questioned

Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, Associated Press, 08/04/11

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Remedy for U.S. drug shortages eludes hospitals, lawmakers

Michael Booth, The Denver Post, 08/07/11

Pharmaceutical Companies' Variation Of Drug Prices Within And Among Countries Can Improve Long-

Term Social Well-Being

Frank R. Lichtenberg, Health Affairs, 08/11

A Risky Proposition: How Opening the U.S. to Foreign Medicines Will Put American Children at

Heightened Risk

The Partnership for Safe Medicines, 08/11

CONSUMER CHOICE MATTERS® NEWS

Health Savings Accounts Rise to More Than $11.7 Billion in Total Deposits in June

Bradenton Herald, 08/01/11
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States Moving Toward HDHPs

Katie Kuehner-Hebert, Human Resource Executive Online, 07/29/11
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Courts Struggle to Maintain Safety 
By Maggie Clark, Stateline Staff Writer

No one is sure why, but courthouses are becoming more dangerous every year.
Better security is needed, but security isn’t cheap. 
Full Story

New York’s Three Primaries Cost Counties, Confuse Voters 
By Maggie Clark, Stateline Staff Writer

Bizarre as it sounds, New York is conducting three separate primary elections
this year: for president in April, for Congress in June, and for state and local
offices in September.
Full Story

US: Medicaid expansion goes overlooked in Supreme Court
anticipation
When the Supreme Court announces its long-anticipated decision on the
constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act on Thursday, all eyes will be on the
so-called individual mandate. But there's another important constitutional
question before the court that most pundits haven't talked about much — a
broad expansion of Medicaid, the joint federal-state program for people with
low incomes.
Full Story npr.org

US: Health ruling won't cure states' ills
No matter how the Supreme Court rules Thursday on the federal health-care
law, states will face huge struggles paying for ballooning health expenses and
swelling uninsured populations—a problem that has prompted some states to

21693

mailto:editor@stateline.org
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=otKfAsbyn6D8hsLViiQf8g
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=ZCmPQ3EQjzU9lSGobOHcDA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=dH-w2Malo3-DXsqnih5asg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=kKUrsSqRvFujVWNgcWpOvA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=kW3Vjl_k5KSsZPt1UfTInQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=1e00oUQKbae15HTlpk1knw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=AYG4H-LY-32iqGAWqhff_w
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=X2F5Ih3orFVVj9yn-w0mTQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=X2F5Ih3orFVVj9yn-w0mTQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=tpAkJ17y6S2x45ufJfWOZA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=g4694leLv9B2cqVm31aAcA


draft their own overhaul plans.
Full Story wsj.com

PA: Jerry Sandusky case:-Convicted sex offender could keep state
pension
Even after being convicted of sexually abusing 10 boys and facing a life
sentence in prison, Jerry Sandusky has a decent chance of retaining his
$58,898 annual state pension.
Full Story pennlive.com

CO: Colorado's cost for fighting wildfires nears $40 million
State officials are scrambling to find emergency cash to pay for the destructive
wildfires sweeping across Colorado — costs now approaching $40 million as
fires continue to rage and spark anew.
Full Story denverpost.com

DE: Senate OKs online gaming bill
Legislation that will bring legal online casino gaming to Delaware and expand
the state’s betting offerings beyond the confines of existing casinos is ready for
the governor’s signature after passing the Senate on Wednesday.
Full Story delawareonline.com

US: Congress reaches deal on transportation bill, the first since 2005
Congress has reached an agreement on a transportation bill for the first time
since 2005, averting a crisis that could have disrupted the nation’s highway
projects at the height of the construction season.
Full Story washingtonpost.com

SC: Governor's ethics hearings open today 
Some of Gov. Nikki Haley’s activities while she was a South Carolina House
member from 2005-10 will be dissected in a House Ethics Committee hearing
that starts at 9:30 a.m. today.
Full Story thestate.com

US: Hiring rebounds for state, local governments
In a rare bright sign for the job market, state and local governments are hiring
at the fastest pace in four years.
Full Story usatoday.com
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US: Democrats on defense in governor races
Just over four months from election day, Republicans are well-positioned to
snatch away gubernatorial seats in Washington, New Hampshire and North
Carolina, according to POLITICO’s analysis of the most competitive contests in
the country.
Full Story politico.com

US: Fireworks sales look to pop as curbs ease
Fireworks retailers may have a new reason to celebrate this Independence Day
—if they can figure out how to crack states that now welcome their business.
Full Story wsj.com
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http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=mR3oOhzs2mgwYa3QPlOF4A
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http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=zPK8x5C3hmwH7GvdKtgJ0w
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=uhNjr-Zq8BWE_w9FWmmxnw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=RI8yBk3BUAeBBE9gdzfC3Q
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=jla9lYbLfvVvvlpssBEsTw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=wON45SyXUXz6JyzdzzQeDw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=KVJybrobDO_9L2lFTyzmTg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=SBv050WSyv40O7tD2WSXKQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=8IlYHuFtmp7SM4h0LyhRnQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=9JsmYvrtCtE-oI-ggrFqNg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=xzxK-x5gSAEKSvniAT4oXA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=E-EUPzitznHC3eIX1_ZppQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=cyYo4YEM0YiMX2sBQX2HiQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=gldigK15jVfhgdNtIKUnPw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=dLjtvf7HDfDfu9AqFtk61w
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=JqlRgeSSRqCokLL3xDzxdA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=F7s07xlQJBFtxiou5tPxLg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=BJFtp0VLZ5UuQA5rpIfBoA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=LaKZXaHYA8MHrIdRplSr6w
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=4uJxCq6dV_sNjrxOD_g9Sw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=T-3_d24mF4VJQv-Z6mWbpQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=dk-iMeQ2Yq0AaqUne-S0Ag
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=WRe7N2XpNgzldm_XAcAHvg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/CO?i=BWdYeuRwFOpGeu5sRn3tUsvhnKaX0boE&cid=1063
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/CO?i=AD2RRs0Kl6xMWXB9xVAkPrwBdSw9RtgU&cid=1063
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=l95D8EmF9MMeLBVPrcJJ9w
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=99ujiD5ecqPYaMB63r7YxA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=TmCtld0ND17i__jwYSnPlg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/CO?i=Tk5PZNnXe7xbuDg_K9L7oYLjHLDOtOKj&cid=1063
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=F-x08Ldyk3BXZcKjGXhkXg
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=F-x08Ldyk3BXZcKjGXhkXg
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CoverageForAll.org 
U.S. Uninsured Eligibility Quiz #Eligible for 

State Website Visitors 
Help Line 

Respondents High Risk Pools 
800-234-1317 

since 1/2007 
Calls since 2/2005 since 9/2009 since 9/2009 

: ... 

• 
. 

. 
. • • 

I 

I I I • I • .. 
. • ; . 

. ' II ' 

Alabama 20,512 2,152 4,966 2,853 985 920 182 

Alaska 5,193 161 491 250 126 101 43 

Arizona 60,951 2,875 5,764 2,710 1,301 1,600 967 

Florida 137,540 8,877 18,197 9,381 3,995 3,581 1,906 

Georgia 83,046 5,697 10,022 6,604 1,443 1,904 1,060 

Idaho 12,410 403 1,159 813 169 157 123 

Indiana 43,470 3,115 6,629 5,178 871 497 406 

Iowa 15,005 426 1,647 1,152 312 152 188 

Kansas 18,675 969 2,336 2,020 185 117 240 

Louisiana 22,241 1,306 2,414 1,611 415 291 229 

Maine 7,462 114 671 361 313 0 28 

Michigan 63,816 2,146 6,851 5,221 846 756 493 

Mississippi 8,639 810 1,451 855 353 172 125 

Nebraska 10,994 413 1,100 547 280 164 101 

Nevada 29,092 1,947 3,885 2,437 711 575 319 

New Jersey 65,076 2,612 7,419 2,752 1,633 3,026 668 

New Mexico 16,671 566 1,302 997 133 167 592 

North Dakota 1,428 120 350 168 112 59 20 

Ohio 75,556 5,689 10,188 7,046 1,776 1,359 1,648 

Oklahoma 20,366 959 2,019 1,384 337 239 438 

Pennsylvania 86,969 6,370 11,709 9,570 1,513 565 3,926 

South Carolina 30,502 2,243 4,404 2,119 1,252 858 665 

South Dakota 4,313 119 496 211 169 80 119 

Tennessee 30,993 2,369 4,100 3,503 263 307 578 

Texas 124,530 8,794 15,475 8,815 2,948 3,657 2,650 

Utah 21,657 892 2,087 1,468 365 167 512 

Virginia 65,042 4,424 6,711 3,916 1,445 1,326 590 

Wisconsin 37,892 1,481 3,349 2,372 577 353 772 

Wyoming 1,964 169 686 301 227 146 103 
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Craig Brashear commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s photo
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 12:28:12 PM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Craig Brashear commented on Governor Mary Fallin's photo.

Craig wrote: "How about discussing nullification of Obamacare and other
onerous regulations being illegally forced on us?"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this photo. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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The National Academy for State Health Policy has been compiling these lately: 
http://statereforum.org/fiscal-analyses 
  
 State of Alaska Medicaid Budget Impact Analysis 
http://www.hss.state.ak.us/healthcommission/docs/ppaca_medicaid.pdf#page=9 
  
Federal Health Reform - Economic Impact on Alaska (Preliminary) 
http://www.hss.state.ak.us/healthcommission/docs/ppaca_impact.pdf 
  
Arizona: Analysis of the Cost of Federal Health Care Legislation (Joint Legislative Budget Committee) 
http://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/FederalHealthcare.pdf 
  
Impact Arizona: Healthcare Reform Hits Arizona 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/impactarizonaoct-10.pdf 
"In the long term, there may be cost savings for the state . The Joint Legislative Budget Committee 
estimates that General Fund costs over the next 10 years (2011-2020) will be reduced by $2.3 billion 
under the 2010 baseline. However, the budgetary impact of past expansions has varied wildly from 
predictions, so the ultimate effect is yet to be seen." 
  
Report to the Connecticut General Assembly From the SustiNet Health Partnership Board of Directors 
 (see the section on cost estimates starting on p. 24) 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/ct_sustinet%20report.pdf#page=26 
  
Connecticut Health Care Reform Advisory Board Final Report 
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/final_report_advisory_brd_june2010.pdf 
  
Florida National Health Reform Estimated Medicaid Projections 
http://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/Estimated_Projections/medicaid_projections.shtml 
  
Indiana/Milliman: Affordable Care Act - Financial Analysis Update (Oct. 18, 2010) 
http://www.in.gov/aca/files/AffordableCareActFinancialAnalysisUpdateOct2010.pdf 
  
Louisiana Impact Estimate of Federal Health Care Reform 2010 
http://statereforum.org/images/Docs/fiscal_analysis/la%20presentation.pdf 
  
Options and Opportunities for Implementing the Affordable Care Act in Maine: See Appendix C, DHHS 
Financial Analysis 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/achsd_report_final_12-17-10.pdf#page=84 
  
Maryland Health Care Reform Coordinating Council, Final Report (1/2011) 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/md_final%20report.pdf 
  
Re-Forming Reform: What the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act Means for Massachusetts 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/nhr%20report%20final.pdf 
  
Minnesota: Projected Health Care Spending in Minnesota (See Federal Reform Estimates section V-C). 
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/publications/PDFs/health/MN_healthcare_spending.pdf 
  
Mississippi: Financial Impact Review of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act As Amended by 
H.R. 4782, The Reconciliation Act of 2010 On the Mississippi Medicaid Budget 
http://healthreform.kff.org/~/media/Files/KHS/Source%20general/DOM%20MILLIMAN%20REPORT.pdf 
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Montana and Major Components of Federal Health Reform 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/fiscal_analysis/mtmedicaidestimates.pdf 
  
Nebraska: Federal Health Care Medicaid Expansion to Cost Nebraska $526 to $766 Million  
http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/news/2010/08/18_medicaid_expansion.html 
http://www.governor.nebraska.gov/news/2010/08/pdf/Nebraska%20Medicaid%20PPACA%20Fiscal%20I
mpact.pdf 
  
Nevada: Nevada Division of Health Care Financing and Policy, Health Care Reform Projected Costs--
Senate Bill 
http://dhhs.nv.gov/HealthCare/Docs/FiscalImpact/HealthReformCostEstimates.pdf 
  
Nevada: Medicaid Opt Out White Paper 
http://media.lasvegassun.com/media/pdfs/blogs/documents/2010/01/28/medcaid0128.pdf 
  
New Hampshire: Enrollment and Claims Cost Impact to NH Medicaid from ACA 
http://statereforum.org/images/Docs/fiscal_analysis/nh%20medicaid%20fiscal%20analysis.pdf 
  
National Health Care Reform: Yet another remedy for Oklahomas uninsured? (Oklahoma Health Care 
Authority). See slide 12 on "Estimated annual state costs - newly qualified/woodwork) 
http://www.ok.gov/oid/documents/Reform%20Symposium%20Mike%20Fogarty.pdf#page=12 
  
Crushing Weight: National Health Care Law Threatens to Make Medicaid and Unsustainable Burden for 
Ohioans (Buckeye Institute, 2010) 
http://buckeyeinstitute.org/uploads/files/BUCKEYE-crushing-weight.pdf 
 
Pennsylvania Health Care Reform Advisory Committee, December 14, 2010 Documents including cost 
savings and exchange marketplace estimates: 
http://www.ohcr.state.pa.us/assets/HCIMeetingMaterials/HCR%20estimates.pdf 
http://www.ohcr.state.pa.us/assets/HCIMeetingMaterials/Marketplace%20Estimates.12%2014%2010.pdf 
November 23, 2010 Estimated enrollments for Medical Assistance: 
http://www.ohcr.state.pa.us/assets/HCIMeetingMaterials/Medicaid%20Expansion%20under%20ACA.pdf 
Linked from: 
http://www.ohcr.state.pa.us/implementation/index.htm 
  
Texas: Impact on Texas if Medicaid is Eliminated 
http://statereforum.org/images/Docs/fiscal_analysis/hb-497_122010.pdf 
  
Utah, Initial Analysis of Federal Health Reform Legislation 
http://www.ncsl.org/portals/1/documents/health/UDOH10-2010.pdf 
  
Virginia: Analysis Federal Health  Reforms Potential Impact on Virginia Medicaid 
http://sfc.virginia.gov/pdf/health/2010%20Session/062110%20DMAS%20-%20Ford.pdf 
  
Draft Report of the Advisory Council to the Chairman of the Virginia Health Reform Initiative 
December 14, 2010 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/va%20draft%20hr%20initiative%20recs.pdf
3page=62 
  
Final Report of the Virginia Health Reform Initiative Advisory Council, December 20, 2010) 
http://www.statereforum.org/images/Docs/overview_reports/vhrifinal122010.pdf#page=64 
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"The preliminary fiscal impact estimate of federal health reform provides a range of $1.5 billion (lower 
bound estimate) to $2.2 billion (higher bound estimate) additional state costs through 2022." (p. 60 in 
draft report, p. 52 in final report) 
  
Washington: Health Care Reform, Medicaid Expansion and Access to Alcohol/Drug 
Treatment:  Opportunities for Disability Prevention 
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/ms/rda/research/4/84.pdf#page=2 
  
Wyoming: Medicaid Opt-Out Impact Analysis 
http://statereforum.org/images/Docs/fiscal_analysis/wyoming%20medicaid%20opt%20out%20report.pdf 
  
  
  
Recent reports overstate effect on state budgets of Medicaid expansions - CBPP 
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/?fa=view&id=3310 
  
How Obamacare Burdens Already Strained State Budgets (Heritage Foundation, Nov 10 2010) 
http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2010/pdf/bg2489.pdf 
  
Obamacare: Impact on States (Heritage Foundation) 
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2010/07/obamacare-impact-on-states 
  
Lewin, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA): Long Term Costs for Governments, 
Employers, Families and Providers (Includes chapter on state governments) 
http://www.lewin.com/content/publications/LewinGroupAnalysis-
PatientProtectionandAffordableCareAct2010.pdf 
Net Effects of the Affordable Care Act on State Budgets (Urban, December 2010) 
http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/1001480-Affordable-Care-Act.pdf 
  
What Is the Impact of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on the States? (Urban) 
http://www.urban.org/publications/412117.html 
  
The Impact of the Medicaid Expansions and Other Provisions of Health Reform on State Medicaid 
Spending (Lewin, December 2010) 
http://www.lewin.com/content/publications/Lewin_Impact_of_Medicaid_Expansions_on_State_Spending.
pdf 
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From: Keili McEwen
To: maryfallin@ ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:19:44 AM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 16 - July 20, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 33% 40 27
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 29% 9 49

45 - Constituents disagree with the ruling and believe that OK
should not implement the health care law // 6 - Support the ruling
and believe Oklahoma should start working on implementation // 1
- Please do not opt out of the federal Medicaid funding // 1 -
Constituent says that healthcare exchanges were originally a
Republican idea, why are we against them?

Patricia Spottedcrow 12%  25 Constituents are advocating for parole

Human Services 7% 2 13
6 - Child Welfare // 5 - SNAP benefits // 1 - Child Support // 1 -
Visitation // 2- Thank you for appointing Wes Lane

NORCE 5% 8  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Corrections 2% 5
All correspondence is regarding facility complaints, including at
county jail locations

Agriculture 2% 4 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

UAS Announcement 1% 1 2
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Taxes 1% 3
Constituent is against the Business Activity Tax // 2 - Constituents
are opposed to paying taxes on internet purchases

Elections 1% 2
The President should have to prove his citizenship to appear on the
ballot

Budget 1% 2

The state should not worry about saving defense jobs and should
focus on creating jobs // Constituent believes the budget process
should be reformed to be more transparent

Federal Issues 1% 2  Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Native American Liaison 0%  1
Requiring this position to be filled by a native American is
discriminatory and racist

Aerospace 0%  1 Thank you for your hard work to get the plant built in Stillwater

Transportation 0% 1 Complaint about the condition of rest facilities on I-44

Veterans 0%  1 Complaint about the treatment of vets in the Norman VA facility

Miscellaneous 0% 1  The legal age for alcohol should be 18

Energy 0% 1
The state should have information on their website that explains
how to convert a car to CNG

Animal Cruelty 0% 1 Something must be done about puppy mills

TOTAL 80 121  
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Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Keili McEwen
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:19:44 AM

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 16 - July 20, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 33% 40 27
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 29% 9 49

45 - Constituents disagree with the ruling and believe that OK
should not implement the health care law // 6 - Support the ruling
and believe Oklahoma should start working on implementation // 1
- Please do not opt out of the federal Medicaid funding // 1 -
Constituent says that healthcare exchanges were originally a
Republican idea, why are we against them?

Patricia Spottedcrow 12%  25 Constituents are advocating for parole

Human Services 7% 2 13
6 - Child Welfare // 5 - SNAP benefits // 1 - Child Support // 1 -
Visitation // 2- Thank you for appointing Wes Lane

NORCE 5% 8  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Corrections 2% 5
All correspondence is regarding facility complaints, including at
county jail locations

Agriculture 2% 4 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

UAS Announcement 1% 1 2
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Taxes 1% 3
Constituent is against the Business Activity Tax // 2 - Constituents
are opposed to paying taxes on internet purchases

Elections 1% 2
The President should have to prove his citizenship to appear on the
ballot

Budget 1% 2

The state should not worry about saving defense jobs and should
focus on creating jobs // Constituent believes the budget process
should be reformed to be more transparent

Federal Issues 1% 2  Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Native American Liaison 0%  1
Requiring this position to be filled by a native American is
discriminatory and racist

Aerospace 0%  1 Thank you for your hard work to get the plant built in Stillwater

Transportation 0% 1 Complaint about the condition of rest facilities on I-44

Veterans 0%  1 Complaint about the treatment of vets in the Norman VA facility

Miscellaneous 0% 1  The legal age for alcohol should be 18

Energy 0% 1
The state should have information on their website that explains
how to convert a car to CNG

Animal Cruelty 0% 1 Something must be done about puppy mills

TOTAL 80 121  
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Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Kaleb Bennett
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry
Subject: Daily Leg. Report
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2011 9:43:48 PM

Senate Floor action Thursday, March 3:
 
SB 191, Sen. Cliff Aldridge (R-Choctaw), raises the age dependents can stay on their parents health
insurance to 26.  Failed 21 to 19.  Many Republican members thought that passing the measure
would harm Oklahoma’s lawsuit against Obamacare.
 
SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore), tort reform, allows for future damages in a civil lawsuit to be
made in partial payments rather than a lump sum.  Passed 30 to 17.
 
SJR 37, Sen. Mike Schultz (R- Altus), increases the number of people necessary for an initiative
petition to succeed and requires the Governor to do a fiscal analysis of the subject matter of a
petition which must also appear on the ballot. Sen. Jolley argued against the measure saying it
would further restrict what can be included on the ballot.
 
Senate committee action Thursday, March 3:
 
There were no bill passed from committee today.
 
 
Kaleb Bennett, Senate Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
kaleb.bennett@gov.ok.gov
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From: Kaleb Bennett
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry
Subject: Daily Leg. Report
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2011 9:43:48 PM

Senate Floor action Thursday, March 3:
 
SB 191, Sen. Cliff Aldridge (R-Choctaw), raises the age dependents can stay on their parents health
insurance to 26.  Failed 21 to 19.  Many Republican members thought that passing the measure
would harm Oklahoma’s lawsuit against Obamacare.
 
SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore), tort reform, allows for future damages in a civil lawsuit to be
made in partial payments rather than a lump sum.  Passed 30 to 17.
 
SJR 37, Sen. Mike Schultz (R- Altus), increases the number of people necessary for an initiative
petition to succeed and requires the Governor to do a fiscal analysis of the subject matter of a
petition which must also appear on the ballot. Sen. Jolley argued against the measure saying it
would further restrict what can be included on the ballot.
 
Senate committee action Thursday, March 3:
 
There were no bill passed from committee today.
 
 
Kaleb Bennett, Senate Legislative Liaison
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
kaleb.bennett@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Glenn

Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin (
Wendy Gregory

Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 17
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 10:11:32 AM

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry
Date: March 17, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

Agenda Item:
 

HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  The vote was: 51 to 34.  Title on.

 

Government Reform:
 

HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), creates the Oklahoma State Government Business

Licensing One-Stop Program and directs the state’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) to adopt

procedures for state agencies to enter into a shared services arrangement with the Office of State

Finance for the provision of real-time, web-based licensing and permitting services.  The measure

requires the CIO to demonstrate a cost savings of at least 15% to state agencies as a result of the

program and requires agencies to lower licensure fees correspondingly.  The vote was: 90 to 7.

 

HB 1208, by Rep. Scott Martin (R-Noble), gives the Governor the power, subject to Senate

confirmation, to appoint and replace any gubernatorial appointments on any board or commission.  The

vote was: 60 to 35.  Title on.

 

Workers’ Compensation:
 

HB 2038, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), authorizes the Workers’ Compensation Court Administrator

to compile annual reports relating to characteristics of cases including amount of surgeries, length of

temporary total disability, permanent partial disability, and other medical treatments and therapies.  The

vote was: 62 to 21.

 

Energy:
 

HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow), Section 3 in the bill basically gives the oil and

gas industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production on surface land. It

allows them to refuse wind production for any reason or no reason at all.  Title is off.  The vote was: 58

to 30.

 

Miscellaneous:
 

HB 1802, by Rep. Sue Tibbs (R-Tulsa), modifies the sentencing powers of the court to allow the court

to sentence a non-violent offender to home confinement to be supervised by electronic monitoring

administered by the sheriff of the county if all correctional facilities are at maximum capacity.  The vote

was: 85 to 6.

 

HB 1255, by Rep. Wade Rousselot (R-Wagoner), allows any United States Attorney or Assistant United

States Attorney to carry a firearm on his or her person anywhere in the State of Oklahoma if the

person has successfully completed an approved course of firearm training.  The bill passed: 79 to 4.
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HB 1062, by Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-Durant), allows legislators to opt out of state-provided health

insurance benefits if the legislator is covered by another health insurance plan.  The vote was: 70 to

26.  Title on.

 

HB 1439, by Rep. Steve Vaughan ( R-Ponca City), expands the right to use deadly force when in fear

of imminent peril of death or great bodily harm to a persons place of business.  A person or owner,

manager or employee of a business is presumed to have held a reasonable fear of imminent peril of

death or great bodily harm to themselves or others when using defensive force that is likely to cause

death.  The vote was: 87 to 6.

 

HB 1442, by Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee), prohibits conducting on an embryo research that kills

or injures the embryo.  Violation is a misdemeanor. The measure also prohibits buying, selling or

transferring an embryo or gamete for such research. It excludes certain procedures such as in vitro

fertilization.  The vote was: 86 to 8.

 

HJR 1028, by Rep Richard Morrissette (D-Oklahoma City), sends to a vote of the people a proposed

amendment to the State Constitution prohibiting a former member of the Legislature from being

employed by, or receiving any form of compensation or expense reimbursement from any state

governmental entity for two years following the end of the member’s term in office.  Further, the bill

provides that the prohibition does not apply to receipt of retirement benefits or distributions from a

governmental tax-qualified retirement plan nor does it apply if a former legislator returns to employment

with a school district, career tech or college or university if the legislator worked in such a position for

at least three years previously.  Jeff Hickman (R-Dacoma), amended the bill so that the language will

allows the Governor to appoint a former legislator to a cabinet position.  The vote was: 80 to 10.

 

HB 1058, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the requirement for establishing a political

party from requiring the signatures of registered voters equal to at least five percent of the total votes

cast in the last General Election to requiring the signatures of at least 22,500 registered voters.  The

vote was: 69 to 17.

 

Bills that failed in the full House:
 

HB 1316, by Rep. Danny Morgan (D-Prague), outlaws texting while driving.  The bill failed by a vote of:

47 to 40.

 

HB 1749, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), In divorce proceedings based on incompatibility

with minor children, the Committee Substitute to HB 1749 requires the parties to attend a private or

court created program to educate the parties on the impact of divorce upon children. The measure

directs judicial districts to offer such programs frequently and to recruit adults who were minors when

their parents divorced as volunteers to speak at the programs. The bill failed by a vote of: 47 to 39.

 

HB 1737, by Rep. Lewis Moore (R-Harrah), reforms some state and education employee benefit

provisions.  Amends provisions of the State and Education Employees Group Insurance Act by

removing certain benefit and premium uniformity requirements. The measure also adds language

stipulating that for plan year 2012, the OSSEGIB begin a pilot project using a vendor who offers a

web-based healthcare cost containment program. The bill failed by a vote of: 49 to 29.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 3, 2011
Date: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:43:38 PM

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: March 3, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report

 

HOUSE

Bills of interest that passed out of the full House on Wednesday, March 2

HB 1249, by Rep. Wade Rousselot (D-Wagoner), removes language relating to retrieving domestic

livestock or other animals on another’s land.  The bill passed by a vote of: 80 to 11.

HB 2140, by Speaker Steele, is the state agency shared services bill.  The bill consolidates several

agencies into the Office of State.  The bill directs the Director of OSF to consolidate all of the agencies’

administrative functions by December 31, 2011, and to demonstrate a 15% overall cost reduction as a

result and further requires the Director to make recommendations on the streamlining, reduction or

elimination of the governance structures and statutorily-established positions of each agency.  The bill

passed by a vote of: 65 to 28.  The vote on the emergency failed by a vote of 53 to 28.  There was a

motion to reconsider in the future. 

Bills of interest that passed out of House committees on Thursday, March 3

Government Reform:

HB 1208, by Rep. Scott Martin (R-Noble), gives the Governor the power, subject to Senate

confirmation, to appoint and replace any gubernatorial appointments on any agency, board or

commission and gives the Governor the power to appoint and replace the director of any state agency,

with the exception of Constitutionally-created agencies.

HB 1438, by Rep. T.W. Shannon (R-Lawton), requires the Director of Central Services to publish a

report detailing state-owned properties.  The measure requires that the report list the five percent most

underutilized properties, the value of those properties, the potential for purchase if offered for sale by

the state, and the impact on local-level tax rolls if the property is purchased by a non-governmental

entity.

HB 2156, by Speaker Steele, The provisions authorizing the electronic transmission of legislative

documents and messages between the houses of the Legislature, the Office of the Governor and the

Office of the Secretary of State will allow for improved efficiency and timeliness in such transmissions

and may also allow for cost efficiencies resulting from a reduction in paper and other supply

requirements.

HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), adds the J.D. McCarty Center for Children with

Developmental Disabilities to the list of state agencies that are exempt from provisions of the Oklahoma

Information Services Act.

Insurance:

HB 2081, by Rep. Charles Key (R- Oklahoma City), repeals the Oklahoma Managed Care External

Review Act and creates the Uniform Health Carrier External Review Act to provide standards for
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external review procedures that apply to all health carriers, excluding policies with certain coverage.

The measure requires health carriers to notify a covered individual of the individual’s right to an

external review if an adverse determination has been made. If the covered individual has completed

the health carrier’s internal grievance process, the individual may apply in writing within four months of

the adverse determination to the Insurance Commissioner for an external review to be paid for by the

health carrier.

HB 2041, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), creates in the State Treasury the Workers’ Compensation

Self-Insurance Guaranty Fund which will be administered and supervised by the Workers’

Compensation Self-Insurance Guaranty Fund Board. Certain self-insurers are required to participate in

the Fund.

HB 2079, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City), provides standards for health care practitioner

credentialing including provisions for practitioners to select and change credentials verification

organizations and certain requirements of such organizations. It establishes guidelines for the release

of certain information and prohibits actions against certain organizations acting in good faith.

One bill of interest that failed in House committee on Thursday, March 3

HB 1046, by Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee) would have converted CompSource to a mutual

insurance company.

SENATE

Senate Floor action Thursday, March 3:

SB 191, Sen. Cliff Aldridge (R-Choctaw), raises the age dependents can stay on their parents health

insurance to 26.  Failed 21 to 19.  Many Republican members thought that passing the measure would

harm Oklahoma’s lawsuit against Obamacare.

SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore), tort reform, allows for future damages in a civil lawsuit to be

made in partial payments rather than a lump sum.  Passed 30 to 17.

SJR 37, Sen. Mike Schultz (R- Altus), increases the number of people necessary for an initiative

petition to succeed and requires the Governor to do a fiscal analysis of the subject matter of a petition

which must also appear on the ballot. Sen. Jolley argued against the measure saying it would further

restrict what can be included on the ballot.

Senate committee action Thursday, March 3:

There were no bill passed from committee today.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 1, 2011
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 8:48:08 AM

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: March 1, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report

 

Bills of interest that passed out of the full House on Tuesday, March 1:

 HB 1034, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), authorizes the State Purchasing Director to use a state

purchase card for acquisitions with no limit on the amount of the transaction for interagency payments

and certain professional services. The measure also modifies what professional service contracts a

state agency is required to evaluate performance of.  Vote: 93-4.

HB 1007, by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the method by which dedicated state

revenues are transferred to OTRS.  Contributions into the teachers’ retirement system would be

counted in the per pupil spending average.  Vote: 69-27.

HB 1489, by Rep. David Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow), creates a Web site for the public to access all

state road funding.  Vote: 96-0.

Bills of interest that passed out of House committees on Tuesday, March 1:

Energy:

HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow)  has language that basically gives the oil and gas

industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production on surface land.  It

allows them to refuse wind production for “any reason or no reason at all.”  This is an OIPA request

bill.  The wind industry, OGE and PSO expressed concerns over the bill in its current form.  Rep.

Trebilcock agreed to work with both sides before the bill reaches the House floor.  Vote: 18 to 5.

Health:

HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  Defines the membership and

appointments to the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB).

HB 1429, by Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) requires OSEEGIB to develop a cost-neutral or cost-positive

plan for bariatric surgery coverage of eligible employees by Nov. 1, 2012.

HB 2020, by Rep. Randy Grau (R-Edmond), creates the Unborn Wrongful Death Act to permit a cause

of action for the wrongful death of an unborn child with certain exceptions.

HB 1571, by Rep. Steve Vaughan (R-Ponca City), provides that all persons are created free and have

inalienable rights, and it defines “person” as a human being at all stages of human development

including the state of fertilization or conception, regardless of certain factors.

Veterans:

HB 1081, by Rep. John Bennett (R-Sallisaw), would allow a judge to send a military veteran convicted

of a crime to the Department of Veterans Affairs for treatment if the defendant was diagnosed with
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post-traumatic stress disorder or Traumatic Brain Injury.

Transportation:

HB 1411, by Rep. Charlie Joyner (R-Del City), separates the Rails Program Division from the ODOT

and creates the Oklahoma Railways Commission. On January 1, 2012 all assets, records and funds of

the Division would be transferred to the new Commission.

Education:

HB 1744, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), amends the Lindsey Nicole Henry Scholarships

for Students with Disabilities Program. It provides that a student who is a child of a member of the

United States Armed Forces who transfers to a school in the state from out of state or from a foreign

country will not need to have spent the prior school year in attendance at a public school in the state

to qualify for the scholarship program.

HB 1001, by Rep. Mike Reynolds (R-Oklahoma City), instructs school districts to treat the voluntary

expression of a religious viewpoint by a student the same as it treats the voluntary expression of a

secular viewpoint by another student. The district may not discriminate against students based upon

religious viewpoints expressed on otherwise permissible subjects.

HB 1268, by Rep. Ann Coody (R-Lawton), requires that starting with students entering ninth grade in

the 2011-12 school year, students must complete four units of mathematics to graduate from high

school.

HB 1332, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City),  instructs the State Textbook Committee to adopt

“A Guide for Learning and Teaching the Declaration of Independence and the United States

Constitution by Joseph Andrews no later than August 1, 2011.

HB 1380, by Rep. Corey Holland (R-Marlow), removes different hearing processes for probationary

teachers and career teachers recommended for dismissal and provides that all teachers have the right

to a hearing before a local board of education. Removes the process of a pretermination hearing for

career teachers.  Repeals the right to trial de novo.

HB 1585, by Rep. Todd Thomsen (R-Ada), provides that students entering the ninth grade in the year

2010-11, rather than 2008-09, must demonstrate mastery in four subject areas to graduate from high

school with a standard diploma.  Superintendent Barresi expressed concerns with this bill saying it was

a step back.

HB 1914, by Rep. Marty Quinn (R-Claremore), changes the percentage of total expenditures that

school districts are allowed to spend on administrative services. School districts with more than 1,500

average daily membership the previous year, may spend 5% rather than 6%. Districts with more than

500 but less than 1,500 average daily membership may spend 7% rather than 8%. Districts with less

than 500 average daily membership may spend 8% rather than 10%.

Bills of interest that passed out of the full Senate on Tuesday, March 1:

Tort reform bills passed by the Senate on Tuesday, March 1:

·         SB 863, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Duncan), jury instructions shall include an instruction notifying

the jury that no part of an award for damages for personal injury or wrongful death is subject to

federal or state income tax.

·         SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes, provides for periodic payment of future damages

Other bills of interest passed by the Senate on Tuesday, March 1:
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·         SB 406, by Sen. Josh Brecheen (R-Coalgate), declares picketing within 1,000 feet of any

funeral service unlawful from two hours before the commencement of a funeral service and

until two hours after the completion of the funeral service.

·         SB 783, by Sen. Josh Brecheen, creates the Drug Court and Community Sentencing Reform

Task Force; Defines all administrative purposes and functions of the task force.

·         SB 808, Sen. David Holt (R-OKC), changes special election requirements for years where the

Presidential Preferential Primary is in March to the same Tuesday as the Presidential primary

day.

Bills of interest that passed out of Senate committees on Tuesday, March 1:

·         SB 969, by Dan Newberry (R-Sand Springs), an education reform measure that allows a tax

credit for any tax payer who makes a contribution to a scholarship granting organization which

can then be used by a student to attend a school of their choice.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Glenn

Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:27:55 AM

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: April 7, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

There was no substantial legislative action in the House today.

Bill of interest that FAILED on the House floor:

SB 89, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), would have directed OETA to develop and operate the

Oklahoma Public Events Network in order to cover daily sessions and committee meetings of the

Oklahoma Legislature.  The bill failed 15 to 82. 

 

SENATE

Agenda or notable bills passed by the full Senate, Thursday, April 07, 2011:

Regulatory reform

HB 1044, Rep. Faught (R-Muskogee), requires the legislature to approve all rules made by agencies to

facilitate administration of legislative policy. Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to the Governor’s desk.

Gun rights

HB 1511, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), celebrates the Supreme Court decision upholding 2nd

Amendment rights by establishing June 28th as 2nd Amendment Day. Passed 42 to 3.  Headed to the

Governor’s desk.

Elections

HB 1615, Rep. Banz (R-Midwest City), modifies dates for primary and special elections. Moves primary

elections to the last Tuesday in June each even-numbered year.  Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to

conference.

Failed in Senate committee:

Health Insurance Exchange

HB 1996, Sen. Brown. The bill was originally designed to modify terms regulating insurance companies

in the state.  Leadership intended the bill to be used as a vehicle for new exchange language.  The bill

initially received committee approval by a vote of 6 to 4 but Sen. Brown made a mistake in explaining

the bill after it was initially passed.  He explained the bill would be the new exchange bill.  At that point

Sen. Treat asked for a motion to reconsider the vote.  The bill then failed to pass committee by a vote

of 4 to 4.  No actual exchange language was in the bill, so the language remains alive. 

Agenda or notable bills passed by Senate committees, Thursday, April 07, 2011:
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HB 1439, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), adds owners, managers, and employees to persons that can

use deadly force against intruders; adds place of business to the places deadly force can be used. Title

is on.

HB 1943, Rep. Jackson (R-Enid), requires county floodplain regulations to be approved by the

Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  Title is on.
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From: Craig Perry
To: "Mary Fallin"
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Travis Brauer;

Aaron Cooper; Keili McEwen; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Craig Perry
Subject: Daily Legislative Report February 7, 2012
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 5:28:20 PM

To: Governor Fallin
From: Craig Perry and Travis Brauer
Date: February 7, 2012
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 
SENATE ACTION

SB 1406, by Paddack (D-Ada), would define that a man is not presumed to be the father of a
child if he provides documentation from the Department of Defense stating that he was not
present during the time conception took place.  The bill passed by a vote of 9-0.  The bill is
headed to the full Senate.

Two bills failed in Senate committee today:

SB 1098, by Wilson (D-Tahlequah), would delete an exemption for excise taxes on the sales
of newspapers and periodicals.  This bill failed in the Senate Finance Committee by a vote of
1 - 13.

SB 1039, by Justice (R-Chickasha), would raise the examination fees pertaining to the
proceedings leading to the issuance and sale of revenue bonds paid to the Attorney General
not to be less than $500.  This bill failed in the Senate Finance Committee by a vote of 3 -
12.  Members of the Committee had concerns that by raising the fees paid to the Attorney
General’s office would cause a ripple effect with other agencies raising their fees. 

 

The Senate GOP Caucus unveiled their agenda today.  A summary of their agenda is
below:

On Jobs and Economy:
 
“Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority and we have been presented with a
unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by taking a thoughtful and aggressive approach on
reduction of the state’s income tax. We will identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits.
 We will consider the recommendations made by Mazzei’s tax reform task force.” 
 
“The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue to work on
that.”
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On education:
 
“We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified by keeping
the promises we made to the teachers. We will work on the quality of types of education
while promoting greater parental choice in education. We must increase the number of well
educated individuals with college degrees, advanced degrees, and industrial certifications.”
 
On Health and Human Services:
 
“We will continue to protect and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to address the
challenges involved in reducing the infant mortality rate. The Senate GOP will also find
solutions to address the shortage of doctors and health care professionals in underserved
areas throughout Oklahoma. Senate GOPs opposes ObamaCare, but we recognize that it is
the law of the land and we will continue to find Oklahoma alternatives.”
 
On Government:
 
“We believe in limited government through the continual efforts of modernizing the
government and by reducing the scope of the Oklahoma Government. We will revisit
Oklahoma water plans by thoughtfully debating programs to make sure that the needs of all
citizens in Oklahoma are met.  Senate GOP Caucus believes that it is important to maintain
all state properties and assets as they all belong to the people of Oklahoma and they
deserve to have the best buildings.” 
 
On Transportation Infrastructure:
 
“We are committed to ODOT’s 8 year plan.”
 

HOUSE ACTION

No bills of interest were heard in committee or on the House floor.
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From: Craig Perry
To: "Mary Fallin"
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Travis Brauer;

Aaron Cooper; Keili McEwen; Cody Inman; Brett Thomas; Craig Perry
Subject: Daily Legislative Report February 7, 2012
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 5:28:20 PM

To: Governor Fallin
From: Craig Perry and Travis Brauer
Date: February 7, 2012
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 
SENATE ACTION

SB 1406, by Paddack (D-Ada), would define that a man is not presumed to be the father of a
child if he provides documentation from the Department of Defense stating that he was not
present during the time conception took place.  The bill passed by a vote of 9-0.  The bill is
headed to the full Senate.

Two bills failed in Senate committee today:

SB 1098, by Wilson (D-Tahlequah), would delete an exemption for excise taxes on the sales
of newspapers and periodicals.  This bill failed in the Senate Finance Committee by a vote of
1 - 13.

SB 1039, by Justice (R-Chickasha), would raise the examination fees pertaining to the
proceedings leading to the issuance and sale of revenue bonds paid to the Attorney General
not to be less than $500.  This bill failed in the Senate Finance Committee by a vote of 3 -
12.  Members of the Committee had concerns that by raising the fees paid to the Attorney
General’s office would cause a ripple effect with other agencies raising their fees. 

 

The Senate GOP Caucus unveiled their agenda today.  A summary of their agenda is
below:

On Jobs and Economy:
 
“Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority and we have been presented with a
unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by taking a thoughtful and aggressive approach on
reduction of the state’s income tax. We will identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits.
 We will consider the recommendations made by Mazzei’s tax reform task force.” 
 
“The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue to work on
that.”
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On education:
 
“We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified by keeping
the promises we made to the teachers. We will work on the quality of types of education
while promoting greater parental choice in education. We must increase the number of well
educated individuals with college degrees, advanced degrees, and industrial certifications.”
 
On Health and Human Services:
 
“We will continue to protect and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to address the
challenges involved in reducing the infant mortality rate. The Senate GOP will also find
solutions to address the shortage of doctors and health care professionals in underserved
areas throughout Oklahoma. Senate GOPs opposes ObamaCare, but we recognize that it is
the law of the land and we will continue to find Oklahoma alternatives.”
 
On Government:
 
“We believe in limited government through the continual efforts of modernizing the
government and by reducing the scope of the Oklahoma Government. We will revisit
Oklahoma water plans by thoughtfully debating programs to make sure that the needs of all
citizens in Oklahoma are met.  Senate GOP Caucus believes that it is important to maintain
all state properties and assets as they all belong to the people of Oklahoma and they
deserve to have the best buildings.” 
 
On Transportation Infrastructure:
 
“We are committed to ODOT’s 8 year plan.”
 

HOUSE ACTION

No bills of interest were heard in committee or on the House floor.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Glenn

Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for April 7
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 9:27:54 AM

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: April 7, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

There was no substantial legislative action in the House today.

Bill of interest that FAILED on the House floor:

SB 89, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), would have directed OETA to develop and operate the

Oklahoma Public Events Network in order to cover daily sessions and committee meetings of the

Oklahoma Legislature.  The bill failed 15 to 82. 

 

SENATE

Agenda or notable bills passed by the full Senate, Thursday, April 07, 2011:

Regulatory reform

HB 1044, Rep. Faught (R-Muskogee), requires the legislature to approve all rules made by agencies to

facilitate administration of legislative policy. Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to the Governor’s desk.

Gun rights

HB 1511, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), celebrates the Supreme Court decision upholding 2nd

Amendment rights by establishing June 28th as 2nd Amendment Day. Passed 42 to 3.  Headed to the

Governor’s desk.

Elections

HB 1615, Rep. Banz (R-Midwest City), modifies dates for primary and special elections. Moves primary

elections to the last Tuesday in June each even-numbered year.  Passed 45 to 0.  Headed to

conference.

Failed in Senate committee:

Health Insurance Exchange

HB 1996, Sen. Brown. The bill was originally designed to modify terms regulating insurance companies

in the state.  Leadership intended the bill to be used as a vehicle for new exchange language.  The bill

initially received committee approval by a vote of 6 to 4 but Sen. Brown made a mistake in explaining

the bill after it was initially passed.  He explained the bill would be the new exchange bill.  At that point

Sen. Treat asked for a motion to reconsider the vote.  The bill then failed to pass committee by a vote

of 4 to 4.  No actual exchange language was in the bill, so the language remains alive. 

Agenda or notable bills passed by Senate committees, Thursday, April 07, 2011:
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HB 1439, Rep. Vaughn (R-Ponca City), adds owners, managers, and employees to persons that can

use deadly force against intruders; adds place of business to the places deadly force can be used. Title

is on.

HB 1943, Rep. Jackson (R-Enid), requires county floodplain regulations to be approved by the

Oklahoma Water Resources Board.  Title is on.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Glenn

Coffee; Kaleb Bennett; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin (
Wendy Gregory

Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 17
Date: Friday, March 18, 2011 10:11:32 AM

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry
Date: March 17, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report
 

HOUSE

Agenda Item:
 

HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  The vote was: 51 to 34.  Title on.

 

Government Reform:
 

HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), creates the Oklahoma State Government Business

Licensing One-Stop Program and directs the state’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) to adopt

procedures for state agencies to enter into a shared services arrangement with the Office of State

Finance for the provision of real-time, web-based licensing and permitting services.  The measure

requires the CIO to demonstrate a cost savings of at least 15% to state agencies as a result of the

program and requires agencies to lower licensure fees correspondingly.  The vote was: 90 to 7.

 

HB 1208, by Rep. Scott Martin (R-Noble), gives the Governor the power, subject to Senate

confirmation, to appoint and replace any gubernatorial appointments on any board or commission.  The

vote was: 60 to 35.  Title on.

 

Workers’ Compensation:
 

HB 2038, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), authorizes the Workers’ Compensation Court Administrator

to compile annual reports relating to characteristics of cases including amount of surgeries, length of

temporary total disability, permanent partial disability, and other medical treatments and therapies.  The

vote was: 62 to 21.

 

Energy:
 

HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow), Section 3 in the bill basically gives the oil and

gas industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production on surface land. It

allows them to refuse wind production for any reason or no reason at all.  Title is off.  The vote was: 58

to 30.

 

Miscellaneous:
 

HB 1802, by Rep. Sue Tibbs (R-Tulsa), modifies the sentencing powers of the court to allow the court

to sentence a non-violent offender to home confinement to be supervised by electronic monitoring

administered by the sheriff of the county if all correctional facilities are at maximum capacity.  The vote

was: 85 to 6.

 

HB 1255, by Rep. Wade Rousselot (R-Wagoner), allows any United States Attorney or Assistant United

States Attorney to carry a firearm on his or her person anywhere in the State of Oklahoma if the

person has successfully completed an approved course of firearm training.  The bill passed: 79 to 4.
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HB 1062, by Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-Durant), allows legislators to opt out of state-provided health

insurance benefits if the legislator is covered by another health insurance plan.  The vote was: 70 to

26.  Title on.

 

HB 1439, by Rep. Steve Vaughan ( R-Ponca City), expands the right to use deadly force when in fear

of imminent peril of death or great bodily harm to a persons place of business.  A person or owner,

manager or employee of a business is presumed to have held a reasonable fear of imminent peril of

death or great bodily harm to themselves or others when using defensive force that is likely to cause

death.  The vote was: 87 to 6.

 

HB 1442, by Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee), prohibits conducting on an embryo research that kills

or injures the embryo.  Violation is a misdemeanor. The measure also prohibits buying, selling or

transferring an embryo or gamete for such research. It excludes certain procedures such as in vitro

fertilization.  The vote was: 86 to 8.

 

HJR 1028, by Rep Richard Morrissette (D-Oklahoma City), sends to a vote of the people a proposed

amendment to the State Constitution prohibiting a former member of the Legislature from being

employed by, or receiving any form of compensation or expense reimbursement from any state

governmental entity for two years following the end of the member’s term in office.  Further, the bill

provides that the prohibition does not apply to receipt of retirement benefits or distributions from a

governmental tax-qualified retirement plan nor does it apply if a former legislator returns to employment

with a school district, career tech or college or university if the legislator worked in such a position for

at least three years previously.  Jeff Hickman (R-Dacoma), amended the bill so that the language will

allows the Governor to appoint a former legislator to a cabinet position.  The vote was: 80 to 10.

 

HB 1058, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the requirement for establishing a political

party from requiring the signatures of registered voters equal to at least five percent of the total votes

cast in the last General Election to requiring the signatures of at least 22,500 registered voters.  The

vote was: 69 to 17.

 

Bills that failed in the full House:
 

HB 1316, by Rep. Danny Morgan (D-Prague), outlaws texting while driving.  The bill failed by a vote of:

47 to 40.

 

HB 1749, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), In divorce proceedings based on incompatibility

with minor children, the Committee Substitute to HB 1749 requires the parties to attend a private or

court created program to educate the parties on the impact of divorce upon children. The measure

directs judicial districts to offer such programs frequently and to recruit adults who were minors when

their parents divorced as volunteers to speak at the programs. The bill failed by a vote of: 47 to 39.

 

HB 1737, by Rep. Lewis Moore (R-Harrah), reforms some state and education employee benefit

provisions.  Amends provisions of the State and Education Employees Group Insurance Act by

removing certain benefit and premium uniformity requirements. The measure also adds language

stipulating that for plan year 2012, the OSSEGIB begin a pilot project using a vendor who offers a

web-based healthcare cost containment program. The bill failed by a vote of: 49 to 29.
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From: Alex Gerszewski 
Subject: Daily News Clips 7/12/12 
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:50:33 AM 

GOVERNOR MARY FALJ,JN NEWS 

Associated Press -Fo1mer prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission 
http·//enidnews com/featmedst01y/x1447680823/Fotmer-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma
DHS-Commjssjon 

Edmond Sun - Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chainnan 
http·//www edmondsm1 com/Jocal/x1447680792/Fallin-names-I ,ane-as-new-DHS
commjssjon-chajiman 

Enid News & Eagle - Simpson named judge 
http·Uenidnews com/Jocalnews/x33393463 1/Sjmpson-named-judge 

The Oklahoman -Editorial: Let's tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical 
examiner's office 
http·Unewsok com/lets-tap-okJah01ua-rajny-day-fnnd-to-bujld-new-medjcal -exarnjners
office/a1tjcle/3691572 

The Oklahoman - Wes Lane, fonner Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chainnan 
http·Unewsok com/wes- lane-fo1mer-oklahorna-c01mty-prosecutor-is-new-dhs
chajnnan/artjcle/3691625 

Daily Ardmoreite - Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia 
http· //www ardmoreite com/news/x 1 9030909 5 5/Goy-Falljn-to-attend-National-Goyemors
Association-Meetjng-in-Virginia 

Tulsa World - GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy 
httir//www nilsaworld com/news/article aspx? 
subjectid= 1 1&mtjclejd=20120712 16 A8 VINITA 1 10703 
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
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Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/both-parties-block-quick-votes-on-obama-tax-plan-
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Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Craig Perry
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: daily report for thursday
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 10:33:45 PM

Agenda Item:

HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  The vote was: 51 to 34.  Title on.

Government Reform:

HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), creates the Oklahoma State Government Business Licensing
One-Stop Program and directs the state’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) to adopt procedures for state
agencies to enter into a shared services arrangement with the Office of State Finance for the provision
of real-time, web-based licensing and permitting services.  The measure requires the CIO to
demonstrate a cost savings of at least 15% to state agencies as a result of the program and requires
agencies to lower licensure fees correspondingly.  The vote was: 90 to 7.

HB 1208, by Rep. Scott Martin (R-Noble), gives the Governor the power, subject to Senate
confirmation, to appoint and replace any gubernatorial appointments on any board or commission.  The
vote was: 60 to 35.  Title on.

Workers’ Compensation:

HB 2038, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), authorizes the Workers’ Compensation Court Administrator to
compile annual reports relating to characteristics of cases including amount of surgeries, length of
temporary total disability, permanent partial disability, and other medical treatments and therapies.  The
vote was: 62 to 21.

Energy:

HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow), Section 3 in the bill basically gives the oil and gas
industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production on surface land. It
allows them to refuse wind production for any reason or no reason at all.  Title is off.  The vote was: 58
to 30.

Miscellaneous:

HB 1802, by Rep. Sue Tibbs (R-Tulsa), modifies the sentencing powers of the court to allow the court
to sentence a non-violent offender to home confinement to be supervised by electronic monitoring
administered by the sheriff of the county if all correctional facilities are at maximum capacity.  The vote
was: 85 to 6.

HB 1255, by Rep. Wade Rousselot (R-Wagoner), allows any United States Attorney or Assistant United
States Attorney to carry a firearm on his or her person anywhere in the State of Oklahoma if the person
has successfully completed an approved course of firearm training.  The bill passed: 79 to 4.

HB 1062, by Rep. Dustin Roberts (R-Durant), allows legislators to opt out of state-provided health
insurance benefits if the legislator is covered by another health insurance plan.  The vote was: 70 to
26.  Title on.

HB 1439, by Rep. Steve Vaughan ( R-Ponca City), expands the right to use deadly force when in fear of
imminent peril of death or great bodily harm to a persons place of business.  A person or owner,
manager or employee of a business is presumed to have held a reasonable fear of imminent peril of
death or great bodily harm to themselves or others when using defensive force that is likely to cause
death.  The vote was: 87 to 6.
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HB 1442, by Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee), prohibits conducting on an embryo research that kills
or injures the embryo.  Violation is a misdemeanor. The measure also prohibits buying, selling or
transferring an embryo or gamete for such research. It excludes certain procedures such as in vitro
fertilization.  The vote was: 86 to 8.

HJR 1028, by Rep Richard Morrissette (D-Oklahoma City), sends to a vote of the people a proposed
amendment to the State Constitution prohibiting a former member of the Legislature from being
employed by, or receiving any form of compensation or expense reimbursement from any state
governmental entity for two years following the end of the member’s term in office.  Further, the bill
provides that the prohibition does not apply to receipt of retirement benefits or distributions from a
governmental tax-qualified retirement plan nor does it apply if a former legislator returns to employment
with a school district, career tech or college or university if the legislator worked in such a position for at
least three years previously.  Jeff Hickman (R-Dacoma), amended the bill so that the language will
allows the Governor to appoint a former legislator to a cabinet position.  The vote was: 80 to 10.

HB 1058, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the requirement for establishing a political
party from requiring the signatures of registered voters equal to at least five percent of the total votes
cast in the last General Election to requiring the signatures of at least 22,500 registered voters.  The
vote was: 69 to 17.

Bills that failed in the full House:

HB 1316, by Rep. Danny Morgan (D-Prague), outlaws texting while driving.  The bill failed by a vote of:
47 to 40.

HB 1749, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), In divorce proceedings based on incompatibility
with minor children, the Committee Substitute to HB 1749 requires the parties to attend a private or
court created program to educate the parties on the impact of divorce upon children. The measure
directs judicial districts to offer such programs frequently and to recruit adults who were minors when
their parents divorced as volunteers to speak at the programs. The bill failed by a vote of: 47 to 39.

HB 1737, by Rep. Lewis Moore (R-Harrah), reforms some state and education employee benefit
provisions.  Amends provisions of the State and Education Employees Group Insurance Act by removing
certain benefit and premium uniformity requirements. The measure also adds language stipulating that
for plan year 2012, the OSSEGIB begin a pilot project using a vendor who offers a web-based healthcare
cost containment program. The bill failed by a vote of: 49 to 29.
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Mary Christensen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Mary Fallin
Subject: Dan Snare "staunch conservative"
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 11:45:11 AM

Governor - Mr. Dan Snare called this morning after learning that you were in a meeting yesterday
with President Obama.  He wants to know if you had an opportunity to ask the President any
questions.  I told him I would ask you & get back to him.
He’s hoping that you stood up & told him ObamaCare is unconstitutional.  He also hopes that our
state will be the first to have our AG go in front of Judge Vinson in North Carolina to get a contempt
citation served on President Obama.
On a totally different subject, he wants you to please do everything you can to scrap Oklahoma’s
current tax code and go with the Fair Tax plan or even the Flat Tax plan.
 

 
OKC 73132
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: David Doughten also commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link.
Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 9:57:23 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

David Doughten also commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

David wrote: "I am covered by my employer but had to buy a separate
private plan to add my son on as an affordable option thanks to Obamacare.
I am calling BC&BS today about the child only plan!"

See the comment thread

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

Thanks,
The Facebook Team

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, February 09, 2012 8:28:42 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Darrell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74022

Subject: 
Ex. Order

Message: 
As a fellow Republican, I voted for you, but with all the problems we are
facing(Obama, Obamacare, Iran, Egypt, Syria, etc.), I'm a little perplexed. Why did
you find it so important to issue an X-order outlawing smoking OUTSIDE a
building? Obviously you don't smoke. You probably don't own a firearm, either. So
if it's politically expediant to jump on the anti-gun band-wagon, we can assume you
might align with them also. If you have a good explanation, other than "stupid
smokers need to quit anyway", I would appreciate hearing from you. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: Matt Robison
Subject: Deadline on Health Insurance Exchange Delayed
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:37:37 AM
Importance: High

 

To:
From:
Date:

Re:

Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions
Matt Robison
November 16, 2012
Deadline on Health Insurance Exchange

 
As you may be aware, the deadline for a state “letter of intent” for a state to
create a health insurance exchange has been delayed from November 16 to
December 14.  Below is an article I drafted for today’s state CEO briefing. 
 
Feds Authorize Delay in State Health Insurance Exchange Letter of Intent
– This week, a letter from the Republican Governors Association was sent to
President Barack Obama requesting a delay in the requirement that states provide
the federal government with a “Letter of Intent” by November 16 regarding their
willingness to create a state based health insurance exchange.  The Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius responded by
issuing a new deadline of December 14.  This deadline is now concurrent with
the one imposed which requires states to also provide a blueprint outlining how
the exchange will operate.  Current regulations contain numerous references that
further rulemaking is still yet to be issued, placing states in a difficult position to
make the best decision for their unique populations. Under this revised December
14 deadline, unless a state stipulates their intent to create an exchange, the federal
government will impose a federally run exchange in that state effective January 1,
2014.  To see a copy of the RGA letter, click here.  To see a copy of the HHS
response, click here.
Contact Matt Robison
 
Thank you for your continued support and effort on this important issue.
 
Matt Robison
Vice President, Government Affairs
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State Chamber of Oklahoma
330 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK  73104
Phone: 405-272-4423 / Cell: 405-664-0265
www.okstatechamber.com
Add Me To Your Outlook Contacts
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Dear Governor: 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

November 9, 2012 

Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 

This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Level land Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15, 2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 

As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 

The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14, 2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1, 2013. 

Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The finaJ deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Appl'ication for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15, 2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 
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November 9, 2012 
Page 2 

We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Sebelius 
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Dear Governor: 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

February 24, 2011 

Thank you for your letter urging more flexibility in implementing the Affordable Care Act, and 
in particular the provisions of the law that call for the establishment of state-based health 
insurance exchanges. I appreciate the opportunity to address your concerns. 

As a former governor, I can appreciate your interest in having flexibility to establish an exchange 
that meets the unique needs of your state and its residents. In my former role, I saw up close the 
urgent need for health care reform, but I also recognized that some of the problems in my state 
were not the same as those in other states, and I sought solutions that were tailored to the specific 
interests of my state. 

The Affordable Care Act is built on the belief that states understand their health insurance 
markets better than anyone else. As such, it puts the states in the driver's seat to lead the 
process. 

States have tremendous new opportunities to build on this foundation with the establishment of 
health insurance exchanges, the state-based marketplaces that will allow individuals and small 
businesses to pool their purchasing power and expand their benefit choices, much as large 
employers do today. The Affordable Care Act also establishes common-sense consumer 
protections, some of which have already been implemented, and requires insurers to operate in a 
more transparent manner than they do today. Fair rules and transparency are the foundation to 
an insurance market in which consumers rather than insurers are in charge. 

These rules, coupled with the health insurance exchanges, give states a strong foundation upon 
which to increase competition and expand consumer choices. When they are implemented in 
2014, the exchanges will be dynamic new marketplaces in which health insurers will compete on 
price and quality. Consumers will be able to compare and select the best deal for their families, 
and states will be able to shape their exchanges to local market conditions, with a governance 
structure and operational philosophy that is unique to each state. 

Your letter identified four areas for greater state flexibility. Specifically, you called for the 
ability to ( 1) exercise maximum flexibility to operate exchanges, and in particular to select the 
insurers that will participate in the exchange, (2) give states authority to determine essential 
health benefits that participating plans must offer, (3) waive provisions that might inhibit the 
availability of consumer-driven plans and health savings accounts (HSAs), and (4) enroll 
Medicaid beneficiaries into private plans without HHS approval. In each of these areas, the 
Affordable Care Act offers better opportunities than the current marketplace and gives governors 
and legislatures broad flexibility to capitalize on those opportunities in reshaping state 
marketplaces for the 21st century. 
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February 24, 2011 
Page 2 

• Selection of Qualified Plans in the Exchanges. In a majority of states today, a small 
number of health insurance issuers dominate the market, sometimes offering only a single 
plan or product. In implementing their exchanges, states have the option to allow all 
insurers to participate in the exchanges (the Utah model), or they can be more active 
purchasers in shaping available choices (the Massachusetts model). Either way, the 
exchanges will stimulate broader competition, and consumers will end up with more and 
better choices. 

• Essential Health Benefits. In today's market, many individuals and families have limited 
health insurance options available to them. The number and quality of options typically 
depend on applicants' age and health status, and employees of small businesses often 
have only a single choice. Exchanges will expand consumer choice and give consumers 
the information they need to comparison shop among their expanded choices. All plans 
in the individual and small group markets inside or outside of the exchanges - will 
provide essential health benefits, which, by law, will be modeled after what a typical 
employer currently provides today in the private sector. But the law and how states 
implement it allow a diversity of plan types and benefit designs in exchanges, and states 
continue to have the option to require coverage of specific, additional benefits. 

• Consumer-Driven Plans. Low-cost, high-deductible plans, including those coupled with 
HSAs, are growing in popularity. The cost sharing limits required by the essential health 
benefits package mirror the current out-of-pocket maximum for HSAs under the Internal 
Revenue Code. Exchanges will offer new choices for consumers because health 
insurance issuers may offer a variety of plans with broad parameters; consumers who are 
willing to accept higher cost-sharing in exchange for lower premiums may purchase 
different levels of coverage. The "bronze" plans and catastrophic coverage for young 
adults will provide opportunities for expanding enrollment in consumer-driven plans 
coupled with HSAs. At the same time, exchanges will also improve consumer awareness 
of options by making it easier to compare plans. 

• Medicaid Flexibility. The Affordable Care Act expands and simplifies Medicaid 
coverage and provides states with more opportunities to align Medicaid with private 
health insurance. More specifically, the law permits states to restructure Medicaid 
coverage to look more like typical private employer coverage, as Medicaid managed care 
organizations and commercial insurers move into each other's markets and create new 
opportunities to enhance continuity of care across Medicaid and commercial populations. 

In addition to the four areas you mention in your letter regarding state flexibility, states have 
broad discretion in the operation of their exchanges. Further, Section 1332 of the Affordable 
Care Act provides states with the ability to seek a waiver for state innovation. Guidance on this 
section is forthcoming. 

Your letter also asks for assurances that the federal government will fund the development of 
exchange eligibility systems. The law is clear that the federal government is responsible for all 
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February 24, 2011 
Page3 

state expenses to establish state exchanges through 2014, including information technology (IT) 
expenses related to eligibility and other exchange functions, by authorizing significant grants to 
states for these purposes. Already, 48 states and the District of Columbia have applied for and 
received $1 million exchange planning grants, and today a 49th state application has been 
approved. On January 20, we announced the opportunity for states to apply for a new round of 
grants to move from planning exchanges to implementation. We also recently awarded $241 
million in "early innovator'' IT grants to seven states that will develop prototypes that will be 
shared with other states. At the same time, the federal government is developing a "data services 
hub" that will provide one-stop service for states to verify income and manage other data-related 
exchange functions. Finally, we have proposed a 90 percent federal match for Medicaid 
eligibility systems that enhance state efficiency in implementing the Affordable Care Act. 

Your letter also asks for "objective" information on coverage expansions and costs under the 
Affordable Care Act. The traditional source for objective information about the costs of federal 
legislation is the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office, which has estimated that the 
Affordable Care Act will extend health coverage to 32 million uninsured Americans and reduce 
the federal deficit by $230 billion over the next 10 years. 

I continue to welcome ideas about how to improve the law and implement it more effectively, 
and I look forward to working with you to take the next steps toward building a strong insurance 
marketplace in your state. I encourage you to take the initiative to use the resources and options 
in the Affordable Care Act to provide affordable and accessible health coverage to the citizens of 
your state. 

Sincerely, 

~a 
Kathleen Sebelius 
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Debate Fireworks over RomneyCare: GMT in WSJ
Date: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:41:32 AM

Scoring Last Week's RomneyCare Debate

The Wall Street Journal
By Grace-Marie Turner
January 30, 2012

Rick Santorum went for the jugular in Thursday night's Republican presidential debate, exposing

Mitt Romney's weak and contradictory defense of his Massachusetts health-reform law.

Mr. Santorum attacked Mr. Romney's claim that the individual mandate affects only "the 8% of

people who didn't have insurance." Mr. Romney insisted that "92% of the people in my state had

insurance before our plan went in place. And nothing changes for them."

Mr. Santorum blasted back that "what Governor Romney said is just factually incorrect," because the

mandate affects 100% of the residents who are forced to buy health insurance "as a condition of

breathing in Massachusetts."

In an earlier debate, Newt Gingrich underscored the point when he described a Massachusetts

couple fined $3,000 by the state. They had health insurance, but it didn't meet the state's

specifications. Lauren and Nick Destito had owned a tree and landscaping business for 25 years

before the economy collapsed in 2008. They were forced to declare bankruptcy but still tried to

abide by the state's health-insurance mandate, purchasing a policy that cost them $750 a month.

No dice—according to a government official, the amount of health insurance they can afford is

determined "not, unfortunately, from your perspective but from the state agency's view." After

garnering national attention for their plight, the couple won on appeal.

Mr. Romney's attempt to contrast his plan with ObamaCare wasn't convincing. "I don't like the

Obama plan," he said in Thursday's debate. "His plan cuts Medicare by $500 billion. We didn't, of

course, touch anything like that. He raises taxes by $500 billion. We didn't do that."

These are bogus boasts: States have no authority over cuts in the federal Medicare program, so

cutting Medicare never was an option with RomneyCare. Massachusetts didn't raise taxes to finance

its plan because it relied on previously enacted health-insurance taxes and an infusion of federal

Medicaid money to finance its coverage expansion. The state simply passed a big share of its costs to

federal taxpayers.

Mr. Santorum challenged Mr. Romney on his claim that RomneyCare is "very different than

ObamaCare," citing a new study that lists key features the two plans have in common, including the

Medicaid expansion, an employer mandate and the individual mandate.

The study is from the liberal Families USA, which credits John McDonough and explains he "was

deeply involved" in developing both RomneyCare and ObamaCare. Among the key checkpoints

showing the similarities between the two plans: "RomneyCare authorizes 'tiers' of insurance
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coverage, which are called Gold, Silver, Bronze, and Young Adult . . . ObamaCare sets the following

tiers for policies: Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze, and Young Adult." And government will specify

which benefits must be included in health plans under both reform laws. Mr. McDonough earlier

said the federal law is "Massachusetts with three more zeros."

Mr. Romney repeatedly says he believes in state-level solutions. But when he says he wants to give

states more discretion in implementing ObamaCare, there is very little daylight between his position

and President Obama's. The president has said Congress should pass legislation to accelerate the

provision in the law that would allow states more flexibility in implementing the health law starting

in 2014.

Mr. Santorum was passionate in insisting that Mr. Romney's defense will collapse in a debate with

President Obama, and the candidate would be wide open to attack. "Folks, we can't give this issue

away in this election. It is about fundamental freedom," he said.

Mr. Romney has indeed backed himself into a corner by insisting on defending his health plan while

attacking ObamaCare. In the Oct. 11 debate at Dartmouth College, Mr. Romney said: "[W]e all agree

about repeal and replace. And I'm proud of the fact that I put together a plan that says what I'm

going to replace it with."

Does he really mean that he wants to use Massachusetts as a model for his "replacement" plan? No

wonder voters are worried.

Unless Mr. Romney takes steps to conform his position with reality, he will have trouble convincing

voters he is serious about repeal and will have an even harder time mapping a clear plan on health

reform should he be elected president.

Share your thoughts:

         

Unsubscribe katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov | Change your email settings | Forward to a friend
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Debate over repealing and replacing the health law
Date: Thursday, August 04, 2011 9:11:03 AM

I participated in a debate last week before the Colorado Health Foundation's annual meeting in Keystone,

Colorado. The Health Affairs GrantWatch Blog asked me to put on my reporter's hat and write a piece

about the session in which Len Nichols, T.R. Reid, Jon Caldara, and I debated whether or not the Affordable

Care Act should be repealed and new approaches to health reform explored. Read on to find out how it

turned out...

The Colorado Health Symposium’s Debate Over Repealing and Replacing
the ACA

Health Affairs GrantWatch Blog
By Grace-Marie Turner
August 3, 2011

Resolved: The Affordable Care Act should be repealed and new approaches to health
care reform explored.

Three of the four presenters debating the resolution before a capacity audience of health

professionals agreed that the Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA) should be repealed and replaced.

And yet the lone debater who argued that the law should be preserved won the debate in a landslide.

The audience, voting in real time on keypads, disagreed with the resolution by a margin of 79

percent to 21 percent. The debate, held on July 27, was part of the thirtieth annual Colorado Health

Symposium, which was held in Keystone, Colorado.

Len Nichols, director of the Center for Health Policy Research and Ethics at George Mason

University, won the debate with his argument that, while the ACA is imperfect, “If this law fails, no

other Democratic president in our lifetimes will ever tackle health reform again.” He added, “This is

our one chance to do this.”

T.R. Reid, former Washington Post  correspondent and author of The Healing of America: A Global
Quest for Better, Cheaper, and Fairer Health Care, forcefully argued that the ACA falls far short of

its goal of achieving universal coverage, leaving at least twenty million people uncovered. As a

result, these “free-riders” will continue to get health care that the rest of us pay for and will

continue to drive up the cost of care. “If France can achieve universal coverage, certainly we can do

it!” he emphasized.

Following the debate, Lynn Parry, past president of the Colorado Medical Society, said, “Most of the

people here tonight already support the health reform law. The real debate, then, for us was

between Len Nichols and T.R. Reid,” Parry said. “They both agree that we need universal coverage,

but we wanted to hear their views about whether the health reform law is the best way to get there.

We all know we have to figure out how to spend a lot less money and cover a lot more people.”
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Jon Caldara, president of the Colorado-based Independence Institute, asked the members of the

audience to raise their hand if they have homeowner’s insurance, then car insurance, and then life

insurance. Virtually all in the audience raised their hand each time. Then he asked how many of

them expect to file a claim on those policies this year. No hands went up.

He used the example to show that health insurance is indeed different, because people expect to use

this insurance regularly. Yet, he argued, the cost of the policy is generally hidden from the insured,

so people expect to cycle bills for even the most routine health care services through health

insurance, driving up the cost of insurance dramatically.

Caldara said what people need in a health crisis is real insurance. His family’s personal experience

with his one-year old daughter’s fatal brain tumor ten years ago and his seven-year-old son’s

Down’s syndrome have given him enormous respect for the quality of health care delivered in this

country. “In no other country would my children have been able to get the extraordinary care they

received.” But he said he fears that we are putting this high-quality care at great risk with the health

reform law’s centralized government control.

I told the audience at the symposium that I am particularly concerned about the law’s impact on

vulnerable Americans, described in more detail in a book I co-authored titled Why ObamaCare Is
Wrong for America. Current Medicaid recipients, most of whom have few, if any, other options for

coverage, will soon be forced to compete for care from a limited number of Medicaid providers with

the sixteen to twenty-five million people added to the program under the reform law. The ACA could

shred the safety net because it does not increase capacity or make desperately needed structural

reforms to Medicaid—it simply drives more people into the program. I agree with Edward Miller of

Johns Hopkins Medicine who argued in a 2009 Wall Street Journal article, in its Opinion section,

entitled “Health Reform Could Harm Medicaid Patients,” that our system simply doesn’t have the

capacity to absorb so many more patients so quickly. The most vulnerable will be harmed the most.

I said that we absolutely do need health reform but argued that the ACA builds on dysfunctional

systems in both the private and public sectors, and it will cause a cascade of negative consequences:

Employers are looking for the exits and could send tens of millions of people who have job-

based coverage now to the exchanges for subsidized insurance, causing the cost of the law to

soar in a time of severe governmental budgetary crisis.

While states have major responsibilities to implement the ACA, the majority are rebelling,

with twenty-eight states challenging the law in the courts. States face at least $118 billion in

new mandated costs during the first decade of full implementation of the ACA.

The ACA, with its 159 new boards and commissions and programs, moves power over

decisions away from doctors and patients and toward technocrats in Washington who will

try to regulate our health sector into functionality. A true patient-centered system would

recognize the reality that medicine is moving toward personalized care, not centralization,

and health care financing must support rather than fight that trend.

I argued that the focus instead should be on solutions that concentrate energy and resources on the

uninsured and the most vulnerable in society. I said that we could get much closer to universal

coverage with properly structured subsidies that don’t disrupt the coverage that tens of millions of

people have today.

T.R. Reid, while an admirer of government health systems in other countries, concluded that we

must respect the culture of the United States and work toward reform that includes both private-
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and public-sector programs but which gets to universal coverage. Only then, he said, would we be

able to eliminate the problem of free-riders who drive up the cost of care for everyone.

I pointed out that the cost of uncompensated care is estimated at $43 billion a year, representing 1.7

percent of our $2.6 trillion in health spending—in my opinion, hardly a reason for such dramatic

centralization of our health sector.

Len Nichols said that the ACA provides tremendous opportunities to experiment with new care

delivery and financing models. “And if they don’t like the regulations that have come out for

Accountable Care Organizations, for example, just ignore them and do what works for you.” He

implored, “We have to make this work.”

Jan Kief, speaker of the house of the Colorado Medical Society, said afterward, “The debate was

fascinating and challenged the views of many people in the room, forcing us to think outside the

box. It’s clear that putting extra pressure on a dysfunctional system could create real chaos.”

Kavita Patel, fellow at the Brookings Institution, commented, “The debaters went beyond the

political rhetoric of ‘repeal and replace’ with a substantive dialogue about the important subtleties of

health reform.”

There was not a single point of difference in the number of people who agreed and disagreed with

the debate resolution when votes were tabulated before and after the debate. But there was

movement inside the numbers, and I swayed the most votes—from 3 percent who originally agreed

with me to 9 percent who agreed at the end of the debate. (And I won the coveted box of Colorado

peaches, as a result.)

The 2011 Colorado Health Symposium, entitled “State of Health: Seizing Opportunities, Achieving
Results,” attracted 450 attendees. Many more people were turned away. Colorado Health
Foundation President and CEO Anne Warhover moderated the debate and chaired the conference.
Chris Adam, president of Engaged Public, facilitated the interactivity.
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Debbie Moore commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link.
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 7:52:25 PM

facebook

Debbie Moore commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Debbie wrote: "whats this title Oklahoma wants no part of OBAMACARE? You mean Mary Fallin wants no part
of it, You are failing Fallin the people of Oklahoma, no wonder we come in almost last in almost everything!
You do not represent Oklahoma."

Reply to this email to comment on this link.

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook in the
future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Dec 15 call on Empowering Patients First Act
Date: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 8:14:57 AM

Register now for Dec 15 state leaders call  on
Empowering Patients First Act

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
with Rep. Tom Price, MD, on “Replace” legislation

Thursday, December 15, Noon EST

Please join us for a conference call Thursday, December 15, at noon to discuss the

Empowering Patients First Act, introduced by Georgia Rep. Tom Price, MD.

A majority of the American people continues to support repeal of the Patient Protection

and Affordable Care Act. There is also broad support for replacing PPACA with real

reforms that would improve access to health insurance and affordability of coverage.

Dr. Price, chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee, has reintroduced the

Empowering Patients First Act (H.R. 3000), a comprehensive bill that repeals PPACA

and replaces it with legislation intended to:

Improve access to coverage

Promote patient-owned coverage and portability

Improve health care delivery through doctor-led quality measures, and

Address health care costs through liability reform.

Please join us as Dr. Price discusses this legislation and how it would address the

current problems of access and affordability. He will be happy to take your questions.

The call will be jointly sponsored by the Galen Institute, the Institute for Policy

Innovation, and the State Policy Network. We hope you will join us for this important call.

To register for this call, please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org. You will
receive the call numbers when you register, and your registration will ensure that
you receive any follow-up materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute
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TULSA METRO CHAMBER 

December 14, 2011 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

RECEIVED 

DEC 14 2011 
OFFICE OF THE 

GOVERNOR 

Enclosed is a copy of letter mailed last week to members of the Joint Committee on Federal 
Health Care Law expressing our appreciation for their conunitment and hard work. We 
understand the difficulty in dealing with this issue, and we appreciate your efforts to find an 
Oklahoma solution to the health care needs of our citizens. 

Please feel free to contact me if you or your staff have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

CA~ 
Chris Benge 
Senior Vice President 
Government Affairs 

\Vil Iiams Center Tower 11 , Two \Vest Second Street, Suite l 50, Tulsa, OK 74 103 www.t t1 lsacl1<1mbcr.com 1.9 18.585. 120 I 21752



TULSA METRO CHAMBER 

December 8, 2011 

The Honorable Cli dridge 
Oklahoma Stat enate 
2300 N. ya oln Boulevard, Room 511 
0~0ma City, OK 73105 

Dear Senator Aldridge: 

As a member of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law we appreciate your commitment to examining 
the new law and working to ensure Oklahomans have a health care system that maintains quality, acc.ess, and 
addresses affordability. 

The Tulsa Metro Chamber has long held that a quality health care system is vital to attracting and growing 
business in our area. 

As the national discussion has ensued over the last few years, we have watched with concern about the scope of 
the new federal law, and the great amount of uncertainty it has created for businesses in our state. We believe 
that Oklahomans are in a better position to deteimine the most effective model to deliv·er health care to our 
citizens, and as such would be in suppmt of a policy direction that allows for the greatest amount of flexibility to 
the states. 

Private enterprise and personal responsibility are essential elements in order for our health care infrash·ucture to 
function for generations to come. A one-size-fits-all approach from the federal government is not a model to be 
pursued. 

The Tulsa Chamber has signed on as a member of the coalition, Oklahomans For Free Market Health Care 
Solutions. We embrace the guiding principles that have been agreed on by the alliance partners. We strongly 
believe our state should take control of our health future and create an Oklahoma Health Insurance Marketplace 
that will allow for a vibrant, competitive market in which consumers can make choices about the kind of health 
insurance product they purchase. 

As you deliberate over the findings of the committee, we would encourage your use of the guiding principles of 
the Oklahomans For Free Market Health Solutions to develop a plan that addresses the health needs of our 
citizens. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Benge 
Senior Vice President 
Government Affairs 

Williams Center Tower II, Two West Second Street, Suite 150, Tulsa, OK 74103 www.tulsachamber.com 1.918.585. 120 I 21753



=-~ · Mary Fallin From: RAYMOND S NOMURA 12-19-11 10r36am p. 1 of l 

~o: Governor Mary Fallin 

l am writing to respectfully demand t hat your state immediately take measures to 
ensure t h at no Presidentia l candidates are p laced on your ballot unless proo f 
positive evidence of Constitutional eligibility has been supplied and verifi ed 
-- including a long form birth certificate, verification of natural born 
citizenship through parental citizenship, and/or any other documentary records 
publicly available for independent forensic authent i cation necessary to confirm 
the candida te is indeed legal ly and Cons titut ionally qualified to hold the 
office of United States President. 

Fur t he r, I DEMAND that your full state del e gation to the U. S. Congress and U. S. 
Senate hear from you that citizen outcry is loud and long for Congressional 
investigation of Barack Hussein Obama ' s eligibility qual ifi ca tions for the 
office of the Presidency under t he U.S . Constitution. The evidence of criminal 
inelig i bility and electio n fraud surrounding Obama 1 s natural born citizen status 
can no longer be ignored, and must be addressed by the full Congress, posthaste. 

Signed, 

Lake Forest Park, WA 98155 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

I 
CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Tuesday, November 29, 2011 6:05 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContac!Form" 

A user has completed the 11EmailCon.tactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Harvey Nichols 

E-mail Addl'ess: 

f I • Ill I • 

City: 
Jay 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74346 

Subject: 
Health Care 

Message: 

r: 

Has the Oklahoma Congress began createing Health care exchanges as is required by Obamacare.If so they 
must stop at once because this Congress or you as Governor were not elected to enforce Obamacare.The People 
of Oklahoma and the United States have said in a voice loud enough for everyone to hear that we do not want or 
will we accept Obamacare .. Harvey Nichols 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

1 
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Kaili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov} 
Wednesday, December 21 , 2011 10:34 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactFonn" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Ellen Kazmierczak 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
731098010 

Subject: 
Newborn Health Insurance 

Message: 
1 am apalled at your recent signing of an order that will prevent newborn children from being added to their 
parents insurance policies. Clearly, your priorities are profits for insurance company's first, health of newborn 
children last. Just how can you justify this as regards to your so-called "pro-life" position? I have no doubt that 
the lack of insurance will result in Jong-term health consequences, and even deaths, of newborns and young 
children. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

21756



- -~- - . - . - -· ---· -----_ --~;:-J··< - ··- . - -- . . 
• • .... , ••• ;f~>. · - . ..... 

D Oklahoma ·"'' -;-~r . . •·· . ear . . ;; .. · .. .... ,,,. ~-=:-,.; -r· -6'°' ... ~~~ . _ . • - • -. ' G·" · · r:· F·a· 111·n · ·n.su -4~' {,.'}~ •. ;.~·,.-.:,,._ _,,.....,,.~,,. · --· ·- ·· ·• .... 3,. overno · · · · . · .. ~··"' · · ... ~~ ... ·. · · .... ·· . ., 
. >~::"'~-4~;_.v:oJ·,~ . ; ~~ 

.-~· 17.U ;t• IC "t) ' ~..-~-;,:,... 0 

' · ' . ,.,.{. • • ~ 
!'°1£'.i.i l:t~=C .. '2~~. £,...L.'.- 1r"i;V . 3: : · · · :..,.:.._. ~- ···'°-}'.\lo)!.ll: ·~ , l 

Please don't se11u ..... ·· ~'r' ~ ... ...,.,.·-:.....·""::'·:. ~~~- ., .. ..'.~'f"", • .r. 
Oklahoma money to 

\ other states. I support 
Medicaid .E;xpansion for 
Oklahoma, and I am 
encouraging you to 
support it as well. 

Name?c: "' l (,·., \) .t \ \ C.\ 

The Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

RECEIVED 
DEC 1 0 2012 

OFFICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

, ... ______ __ --·- - --- ··- ·- - ·-· - -·-· ---- - _ .. __ ____ - - -·-----···-·- -- - - - -

.Keep Your Mon·ey in Oklahoma
~upporting Working Oklahomans 

Support Medicaid I SoonerCare Expansion 

An additional 
180,000 Oklahomans 

- or more -
will be covered by 
Health Insurance 

Oklahoma will save 
millions in 

uncompensated 
medical care and 
related expenses 

Very Good for Oklahoma-
Very Good for You & Me 

These are tax dollars you've already paid, l<eep t11em in 01</a/Joma 
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December 14, 2012 

The Honorable Mary Fa llin 
212 Sttit e Capito l Bui lding 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

Dear Governor Fa llin, 

f :: .::· - , ~ l' 'ED •• • .. . . I, • 

i .·~: :: 1 'l 2/Jl?. 
OFFICE OF rHE 

GOVERNOR . 

I am wri'iing lo encourage you to reconsider the decision to not extend Medicare coverage 
available to the neediest Oklahomans under the Affordable Health Care Act. 

Participation in expanded Medicare coverage will enable low income citizens of Oklahoma to 
access timely and appropriate preventable healthca re. Thus reducing the occurrence of 
preventcible chron ic condit ions to which th is popu lat ion is vulnerab le. Better access to 

healthcare will benefit the economy by allowing more people to work and boosting worker 
productivity. 

Please consider do ing what is best for t he cit izens and economy of Oklahoma by giving renewed 

considerat ion to expanding Medicare coverage to the lowest income citizens. 

Sincerely, 
. _/ 7 

1).11! ;::.1C 
1<lthleen l<astelic 
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Dear Governor Fallin, 

f~ECEIVELJ 
NU\f 1 5 201?. 

0/T IC[ OF THI' 

Two recent newspaper articles brought to our attention that your office may be consideflnWWHe.ll:ler or 
not to establish some sort of insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma, possibly a state-based 
insurance exchange or a federally-partnered insurance exchange. 

Tulsa 9.12 Project stands with OK-SAFE opposing either option. 

We contend that: 

•Since you campaigned in 2010 against the implementation of the PPACA ("ObamaCare") in the 
state of Oklahoma, and won on that platform; 

•And since an insurance exchange is the cornerstone of the PPACA, and thereby will create a 
system of "market-management" that is contrary to the free enterprise system; 

•And since via SQ 756 the citizens of Oklahoma made clear their opposition to PPACA with their 
65% vote; 

•And since the state legislature has twice been stymied by the people in its' attempt to establish an 
insurance exchange; 

•And since several incumbent Republicans drew primary opponents due to the attempt to create 
such an exchange, causing many people to be disgusted with the Republican party; 

We therefore demand that you make the obvious happen in Oklahoma. 

Specifically, we expect Oklahoma's elected officials to demonstrate true leadership and integrity by 
publicly announcing that there will be no health insurance exchange created/established/implemented in 
the state of Oklahoma. Period. 

Further, we agree with Sen. Tom Coburn's contention that there should be no further expansion of 
Medicaid; we ask that you demonstrate fiscal responsibility by opposing such an expansion in the state 
of Oklahoma. 

With hopes that you do the right thing ... 

Sincerely, 

W-\ll Coe~~ 
\;\l\.. .PAhad 

11/1\ 
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Dear Governor Fallin, 

F{ECEIVED 
NOV 1 5 2012 

OFFICE OF THE 
Two recent newspaper articles brought to our attention that your office may be considering <Whelll.<i11110JR 
not to establish some sort of insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma, possibly a state-based 
insurance exchange or a federally-partnered insurance exchange. 

Tulsa 9.12 Project stands with OK-SAFE opposing either option. 

We contend that: 

•Since you campaigned in 2010 against the implementation of the PPACA ("ObamaCare") in the 
state of Oklahoma, and won on that platform; 

•And since an insurance exchange is the cornerstone of the PPACA, and thereby will create a 
system of "market-management" that is contrary to the free enterprise system; 

•And since via SQ 756 the citizens of Oklahoma made clear their opposition to PPACA with their 
65% vote; 

•And since the state legislature has twice been stymied by the people in its' attempt to establish an 
insurance exchange; 

•And since several incumbent Republicans drew primary opponents due to the attempt to create 
such an exchange, causing many people to be disgusted with the Republican party; 

We therefore demand that you make the obvious happen in Oklahoma. 

Specifically, we expect Oklahoma's elected officials to demonstrate true leadership and integrity by 
publicly announcing that there will be no health insurance exchange created/established/implemented in 
the state of Oklahoma. Period. 

Further, we agree with Sen. Tom Coburn's contention that there should be no further expansion of 
Medicaid; we ask that you demonstrate fiscal responsibility by opposing such an expansion in the state 
of Oklahoma. 

With hopes that you do the right thing ... 

Sincerely, Q " l /) 
1A-uWi I\• le) ,m<.!OV:l-· 

/MJ Tu rod~ v'1 et {)),vi~e 
11[1<; 
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Dec. 10 call on Exchanges and Medicaid expansion
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 1:29:13 PM

Register now for December 10 State Leaders Call Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

State Leaders Call

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
on Exchanges and Medicaid expansion

Monday, December 10, 12pm EST

Many states are still deciding whether to set up ObamaCare-compliant state health

exchanges and expand Medicaid, while others are wondering what their decisions to go

forward — or not — will mean. Please join us at noon on Monday, December 10, for a

conference call for state leaders to discuss these and other issues facing the states. Our

speakers will be Jim Capretta and Yuval Levin, both of the Ethics and Public Policy

Center, who co-authored a recent commentary in The Wall Street Journal entitled, “Why
ObamaCare is Still No Sure Thing.”

To register for this call, please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org. You will
receive the call numbers when you register, and your registration will ensure that
you receive any follow-up materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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DEFINED CONTRIBUTION MODEL EXCHANGE ACT 
(VERSION 1: NO FEDERAL IMPLEMENTATION) 
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Section 1. Title  
 
This Act shall be known and may be cited as the Defined Contribution Exchange Act.  
 
Section 2. Purpose and Intent  
 
The purpose of this Act is to provide for the establishment of a defined contribution market on an 
internet-based portal to give small employers the option of funding employee health plans on a 
defined contribution basis and to give employees the ability to choose the plan that is best for 
them.   
 
Section 3. Definitions  
 
For purposes of this Act:  

A. “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Insurance.  

B.  "Defined contribution plan" means a small group health plan offered through the 
Exchange that is individually selected by an employee and funded, at least in part, by an 
employer contribution.   

C. “Defined contribution market” means a health insurance market created through the 
Exchange that enables employers to fund employee health benefits through an employer 
determined contribution amount and gives employees the ability to choose any plan 
offered on the Exchange from a participating carrier.   
     

D. “Exchange” means the Exchange created pursuant to section 4.  
 

E. “Exchange Board” created pursuant to Section 4 of this Act.  
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F. “Federal Act” means the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

 (Public Law 111-148), as amended by the federal Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-152), and any amendments thereto, or 
regulations or guidance issued under, those Acts. 

 
G.  (1) “Health benefit plan” means a policy, contract, certificate or agreement offered or 

issued  by a health carrier to provide, deliver, arrange for, pay for or reimburse any of the 
costs of health care services.                                .                                                                                                      
(2) “Health benefit plan” does not include:  
(a) Coverage only for accident, or disability income insurance, or any combination  
thereof;  
(b) Coverage issued as a supplement to liability insurance;  
(c) Liability insurance, including general liability insurance and automobile liability  

 insurance;  
(d) Workers’ compensation or similar insurance;  

 (e) Automobile medical payment insurance;  
 (f) Credit-only insurance;  
 (g) Coverage for on-site medical clinics; or  
 (h) Other similar insurance coverage, specified in federal regulations issued pursuant to 
 Pub. L. No. 104-191, under which benefits for health care services are secondary or 
 incidental to other insurance benefits.  
 (3) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following benefits if they are provided 
 under a separate policy, certificate or contract of insurance or are otherwise not an  
 integral part of the plan:  
 (a) Limited scope dental or vision benefits;  
 (b) Benefits for long-term care, nursing home care, home health care, community-based 
 care, or any combination thereof; or  
 (c) Other similar, limited benefits specified in federal regulations issued pursuant to Pub. 
 L. No. 104-191.  
 (4) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following benefits if the benefits are 
 provided under a separate policy, certificate or contract of insurance, there is no 
 coordination between the provision of the benefits and any exclusion of benefits under 
 any group health plan maintained by the same plan sponsor, and the benefits are paid 
 with respect to an event without regard to whether benefits are provided with respect to 
 such an event under any group health plan maintained by the same plan sponsor:  

   (a) Coverage only for a specified disease or illness; or  
 (b) Hospital indemnity or other fixed indemnity insurance.  

 (5) “Health benefit plan” does not include the following if offered as a separate policy, 
 certificate or contract of insurance:  
 (a) Medicare supplemental health insurance as defined under section 1882(g)(1) of the 
 Social Security Act; 

 (b) Coverage supplemental to the coverage provided under chapter 55 of title 10, United 
 States Code (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services 
 (CHAMPUS)); or  
 (c) Similar supplemental coverage provided to coverage under a group health plan.  
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H. “Health carrier” or “carrier” means an entity subject to the insurance laws and regulations 
of this state, or subject to the jurisdiction of the commissioner, that contracts or offers to 
contract to provide, deliver, arrange for, pay for, or reimburse any of the costs of health 
care services, including a sickness and accident insurance company, a health maintenance 
organization, a nonprofit hospital and health service corporation, or any other entity 
providing a plan of health insurance, health benefits or health services.  
 

I. "Health reimbursement arrangement" means an employer provided health reimbursement 
arrangement in which reimbursements for medical care expenses are excluded from an 
employee's gross income under the Internal Revenue Code 

 
J. “Qualified employer” means a small employer that elects to make its full-time employees 

eligible for qualified health plans offered through the Exchange, and at the option of the 
employer, some or all of its part-time employees, provided that the employer:  

 (1) Has its principal place of business in this State and elects to provide coverage through 
 the Exchange to all of its eligible employees, wherever employed; or  
 (2) Elects to provide coverage through the Exchange to all of its eligible employees who 
 are principally employed in this State.  
 

K. “Qualified health plan” means a health benefit plan offered on the Exchange.  
 
L. “Qualified individual” means an individual, including a minor, who:  

(1) Is seeking to enroll in a qualified health plan offered to individual employees through 
the Exchange;  

 (2) Resides in this State;  
 (3) At the time of enrollment, is not incarcerated, other than incarceration pending the 
 disposition of charges; and  
 (4) Is, and is reasonably expected to be, for the entire period for which enrollment is 
 sought, a citizen or national of the United States or an alien lawfully present in the United 
 States.  

 
M.  "Section 125 Cafeteria plan" means a flexible spending arrangement that qualifies under 
 Section 125, Internal Revenue Code, which permits an employee to contribute pre-tax 
 dollars to a health benefit plan.  
 
N. (1) “Small employer” means an employer as such term is defined in state law, subject to 
 the requirements of the Federal Act and the Public Health Service Act ("PHSA").   

 (2) For purposes of this subsection:  
 (a) All persons treated as a single employer under subsection (b), (c), (m) or (o) of section 
 414 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 shall be treated as a single employer;  
 (b) An employer and any predecessor employer shall be treated as a single employer;  
 (c) Employees shall be counted in accordance with state law;  
 (d) If an employer was not in existence throughout the preceding calendar year, the 
 determination of whether that employer is a small employer shall be based on the average 
 number of employees that is reasonably expected that employer will employ on business 
 days in the current calendar year; and  
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 (e) An employer that makes enrollment in qualified health plans available to its 
 employees through the Exchange, and would cease to be a small employer by reason of 
 an increase in the number of its employees, shall continue to be treated as a small 
 employer for purposes of this Act as long as it continuously makes enrollment through 
 the Exchange available to its employees.  
 
Section 4.  Establishment of Exchange  
   
     A.   (1)(a) The Exchange is an agency created within state government.   

(b) The Exchange shall create and operate an internet-based portal to facilitate the 
defined contribution market in accordance with state law and the policies adopted in the 
plan of operation by the Exchange Board. 
(c) The Exchange shall periodically report to the Legislature regarding its operations. 

     (2)(a) There is created within the Department of Insurance the “Exchange Board," a 
 nonprofit entity. 

(b) The Board shall establish policy for the defined contribution market by adopting the 
plan of operation in accordance with state law.   
(c) The Board of Directors shall consist of: 
(i) the following directors appointed by the governor with the consent of the Senate: 
(A) at least three, but up to five, directors with actuarial experience who represent carriers 
that are participating or have committed to participate in the defined contribution market; 
and 
(B) one director who represents either an individual employee or employer; and 
(C) one director who represents the Exchange; 
(ii) one director representing the public employees’ benefit and insurance program with 
actuarial experience; and 
(iii) the commissioner, or a representative of the commissioner who: 
(A) is appointed by the commissioner; and 
(B) has actuarial experience. 
(iv) The commissioner, or a representative appointed by the commissioner may vote only 
in the event of a tie vote. 
(d)  As terms of current Board members appointed by the governor expire, the governor 
shall appoint each new member or reappointed member to a four-year term. 

  (e) When a vacancy occurs in the membership for any reason, the replacement shall be 
 appointed for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment was 
 made.      
 (f) The Board shall elect annually a chair and vice chair from its membership. 
      (g) A majority of the board members is a quorum for the transaction of business. 
      (h) The action of a majority of the members of the quorum is the action of the board.  

 (i) The Board shall have the power to: 
(A) enter into contracts to carry out the provisions and purposes of this Act, including, with the 
approval of the commissioner, contracts with persons or other organizations for the performance 
of administrative functions; 
(B) sue or be sued, including taking legal action necessary to implement and enforce the plan for 
risk adjustment adopted pursuant to this Act; and 

21766



(C) establish appropriate rate adjustments, underwriting policies, and other actuarial functions 
appropriate to the operation of the defined contribution arrangement market in accordance with 
Act. 
(j) (i) The Board shall prepare and submit an annual report to the department for inclusion in the 
department's annual market report.  
(ii) The Board shall periodically report its activities to the Legislature.  
 

B.  The Exchange shall: 
(1) Facilitate the purchase and sale of defined contribution health plans for qualified 
small employers on the Exchange; 
 (2) Meet the requirements of this Act and any regulations implemented under this Act.  

 
C.  The Exchange may contract with an eligible entity for any of its functions described in 

this Act.   
 

D.  The Exchange may enter into information-sharing agreements with federal and state 
agencies and other state exchanges to carry out its responsibilities under this Act 
provided such agreements include adequate protections with respect to the confidentiality 
of the information to be shared and comply with all state and federal laws and 
regulations.  

 
Section 5. General Requirements  
 

A. The Exchange shall: 
(1) Post qualified defined contribution plans on the Exchange; 
(2) Determine employer eligibility to participate on the Exchange based on the criteria 
established in law and the plan of operation;  
(3) Collect individual health information for underwriting and risk adjustment purposes; 
(4) Post Exchange-related fees, commissions, and risk adjusted premium rates for defined 
contribution plans on the Exchange; 
(5) Enable qualified individual employees to select and enroll on a defined contribution 
plan of their choice; 
(6) Collect fees, commissions, and premium from small employers based on the defined 
contribution plans selected by their employees and risk adjustment factors; 
(7) Distribute fees in accordance with law, commissions to the producer of record, and 
premium to participating carriers based on plan selection and risk adjustments made in 
accordance with law; 
(8) Inform participating carriers monthly of any enrollment changes; and 
(9) Operate a call center to answer general questions about the operational aspects of the 
Exchange and types of health plans available. 
 

B.  The Exchange Board shall submit a plan of operation for the defined contribution market 
to the commissioner. The plan shall: 

(1) Establish the methodology for implementing: 
(a) the defined contribution market as set forth in state law; and 
(b) the participation of small employers;  
(2) Establish regular times and places for meetings of the board; 
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(3) Establish procedures for keeping records of all financial transactions and for sending 
annual fiscal reports to the commissioner; 
(4) Contain additional provisions necessary and proper for the execution of the powers 
and duties of the risk adjuster; and 
(5) Establish procedures in compliance with state law to pay for administrative expenses 
incurred; 
(6) Establish at least three mandatory plans for the Exchange; 
(7) Determine standard age bands for the Exchange and a standard tier rating structure for 
the small group market;  
(8) Include: 
(a) Parameters an employer may use to designate eligible employees for the defined 
contribution market; and 
(b) Underwriting mechanisms and employer eligibility guidelines: 
(i) consistent with the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act; 
(ii) necessary to protect insurance carriers from adverse selection in the defined 
contribution market; and 
(iii) that randomly assign a small employer group to two or more participating carriers for 
the purpose of determining individual and group risk factors;  
 (9) Outline how: 
(a) Premium rates for a qualified individual are determined, including: 
(i) the identification of an initial rate for a qualified individual based on: 
(A) standardized age bands submitted by participating carriers; and 
(B) wellness incentives for the individual as permitted by federal law; and 
(b) The identification of a group risk to be applied to the initial age rate of a qualified 
individual based on the health conditions of all qualified individuals in the same 
employer group and, for small employers, in accordance with state law; 
(c) Premium contributions for qualified individuals shall be submitted to the Exchange;  
(d) Standard producer commissions for the Exchange will be determined; 
(e) The Exchange shall distribute premiums to the carriers selected by individuals within 
an employer group based on each individual's rating factor determined in accordance with 
the plan; and 

 (g) Create a mechanism for adjusting risk between carriers.  
(10) The Board should be guided by the following principles in making decisions and 
establishing the plan of operation: 
(a) Standardize the market inside the Exchange with the market outside the Exchange as 
much as possible; 
(b) Align incentives for the benefit of all stakeholders; 
(c) Attain normalized risk, not financial equalization, between participating carriers; 
(d) Promote long-term financial viability through appropriate risk mechanisms; 
(e) Avoid becoming a risk dumping ground; 
(f) Promote consumer choice and responsibility; 
(g) Promote transparency; 
(h) Promote competition and market-based principles; and 
(i) Simplify processes whenever possible. 
(11)(a) The plan of operation shall be subject to the review and approval of the 
Department of Insurance.  
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(b) The commissioner may reject the plan of operation if it finds that any provision may 
materially harm consumers, the insurance market, or a participating carrier.  

 
C.  The Exchange Board may amend the plan if necessary to: 

(1) maintain the proper functioning and solvency of the defined contribution arrangement 
market and the risk adjuster mechanism; 

 (2) mitigate significant issues of risk selection; or 
 (3) improve the administration of the risk adjuster mechanism including opening 
 enrollment periodically for the purpose of testing the enrollment and risk adjusting 
 process. 
 
D. (1)The Department of Insurance shall establish a mechanism in which the participating 
carriers shall submit their plan base rates, rating factors, and premiums to an independent 
actuary, appointed by the Department, for review prior to the publication of the premium 
rates on the Exchange. The actuary shall: 
     (a) Report aggregate data to the risk adjuster board; 
     (b) Contact carriers: 
     (i) to inform a carrier of the actuary's findings regarding the particular carrier; and 
     (ii) to request a carrier to re-calculate or verify base rates, rating factors, and premiums;       
     and 
     (c) Share the actuary's analysis and data with the Department for the purposes described in 
 law. 
     (2) A carrier shall re-submit premium rates if the department contacts the carrier. 
     (3) The Department shall: 

(a) Develop a standard health questionnaire for purposes of underwriting and risk 
adjustment on the Exchange; 
(b) Establish and collect transparency measures for carriers that compare timely payment 
practices, solvency ratings, and other consumer-centered measures for posting on the 
Exchange; and 
(c) Oversee carrier compliance for participating on the Exchange. 
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Section 6. Duties of Exchange  
 

A. The Exchange shall: 
(1)  Provide a consumer comparison of and enrollment in a defined contribution plan 
posted on the Health Insurance Exchange; 
(2)  Include information and a link to enrollment in premium assistance programs and 
other government assistance programs;  
(3) Provide cost and quality comparative information for providers from government and 
neutral entities; and 
(4) Implement the Exchange in accordance with law and the policies adopted by the 
Exchange Board; 
(5) Facilitate a private sector method for the collection of health insurance premium 
payments made for a single policy by multiple payers, including the policyholder, one or 
more employers of one or more individuals covered by the policy, government programs, 
and others by educating employers and carriers about collection services available 
through private vendors, including financial institutions; 
(6) Assist employers with a free or low cost method for establishing mechanisms for the 
purchase of health insurance by employees using pre-tax dollars; and 
(7) Establish a list on the Exchange of insurance producers who meet the qualifications 
for selling products in the defined contribution market, including: 
(a) a current producer license in good standing; 
(b) submission of a completed application created by the Department of Insurance; 
(c) agency appointment with a majority of participating carriers in the defined 
contribution market; and 
(d) completion of a defined contribution market training course.  

 
B.   The Exchange may: 

(1) Create a mechanism for health plans available in the individual insurance market to be 
posted and purchased on a separate part of the Exchange.   

 
Section 7. Participation and Health Plans on Exchange 
 

A. (1) A small employer carrier that participates in the defined contribution market:  
(a) Shall offer mandatory plans designated by the Exchange Board; 
(b) May offer additional plans on the Exchange that come within the actuarial value of 
the highest and lowest mandatory plans on the Exchange;  
(c) May not inhibit the ability of an employee to select any plan offered on the Exchange;  
(d) Shall use the same rating and underwriting practices for plans offered inside and 
outside of the Exchange; 
(e) Shall participate in the risk adjuster mechanism and joint underwriting process 
developed under state law;  
(f) Shall provide the Exchange with: 
(i) an employer group's risk factor determined at renewal; 
(ii) carrier enrollment data; and 
(iii) rates to the exchange that are net of commissions; 
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(g)  May offer new or modify existing products in the defined contribution market: 
(i) on January 1 of each year; 
(ii) when required by changes in other law; and 
(iii) at other times as established by the Exchange Board.  
(2)(a) An carrier who elects to participate in the defined contribution market shall 
participate for no less than two years. 
(b) An carrier who does not participate in the Exchange when it is established may not 
participate on the Exchange during the first two years of the Exchange.   
(3) Small employer health plans offered inside and outside of the Exchange shall 
(a) have the same tier rating structure as determined by the Exchange Board; and 
(b) be subject to the same rating and underwriting restrictions for small group plans under 
state law. 

 
B. (1) A small employer that participates in the defined contribution market on the 
 Exchange shall:  

(a)  Provide a copy of the employer's quarterly wage list to the Exchange for a 
determination of whether the employees for whom coverage is provided or requested are 
bona fide employees of the employer; 
(b) Meet the minimum participation level of 75% for eligible employees of an employer 
or as otherwise determined by law; 
(c) Establish a mechanism for its employees to use pre-tax dollars to purchase a health 
benefit plan from the defined contribution market on the Exchange which may include: 
(i) a health reimbursement arrangement; 
(ii) a Section 125 Cafeteria plan; or 
(iii) another plan or arrangement similar to Subsection (3)(a)(i) or (ii) which is excluded 
or deducted from gross income under the Internal Revenue Code; 
(d) Select a default plan; 
(e) Notify employees that: 
(i) they must select a plan or they will automatically be enrolled in the employer’s default 
plan unless coverage is waived; and 
(ii) the failure to decline coverage will constitute an affirmative election under pre-tax 
payroll deductions for the employer to begin payroll deductions for health benefit plan 
premiums; 
(f)  Enroll employees in the default plan selected by the employer if an employee fails to 
select a plan and has not waived coverage; and 
(g) Pay premium using employer contribution and employee payroll deductions.  
(2) An employer who participates in the defined contribution market is prohibited from 
offering any other health benefit plan to its employees.  The prohibition does not extend 
to supplemental or limited benefit policies such as dental or vision coverage, or other 
types of federally qualified savings accounts for health care expenses. 
(3)(a) To the extent permitted by law, an employer reserves the right to determine: 
(i) the criteria for employee eligibility, enrollment, and participation in the employer's 
health benefit plan; and 
(ii) the amount of the employer's contribution to defined contribution plans. 
(b) Employer determinations may only be changed during periods of open enrollment. 
(4) An employer’s group risk factor on the Exchange shall be the lower of: 
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(a) The employer’s renewal group risk factor if the employer’s carrier participates on the 
Exchange; or 
(b) The group risk factor determined through the Exchange.   
(5) No penalty may be assessed to an employer group that elects to participate in the 
Exchange outside of the renewal period during the first year of the Exchange.  

 
 
Section 8. Funding; Publication of Costs  

 
A. The Exchange may establish and collect a fee for the transaction cost of: 
     (1) processing an application on the Exchange;  

(2) accepting, processing, and submitting multiple premium payment sources; and 
(3) operating a call center.  

 
B.  The Exchange Board may establish procedures in compliance with state law to pay for 
administrative expenses incurred.  

 
Section 9. Regulations  
 

A. (1) The Exchange shall adopt administrative rules to operate the Exchange consistent with 
state law and the plan of operation. 
(2) The Exchange may not: 
(a) regulate health carriers, health insurance plans, or health insurance producers; 
(b) adopt administrative rules, except as otherwise provided in law; or 
(c) act as an appeals entity for resolving disputes between a health carrier and an insured. 

 
B.   The Exchange Board shall adopt a plan of operation in accordance with Section 5B.   

 
Section 10. Relation to Other Laws  
 
Nothing in this Act, and no action taken by the Exchange pursuant to this Act, shall be construed 
to preempt or supersede the authority of the commissioner to regulate the business of insurance 
within this State. Except as expressly provided to the contrary in this Act, all health carriers 
offering health plans in this State shall comply fully with all applicable health insurance laws of 
this State and regulations adopted and orders issued by the commissioner.  
 
 
Section 11. Effective Date  
 
     A.  The Exchange shall be operative within one-year of its passage of this Act.   
 

B. The Exchange Board may implement the Exchange on a pilot basis as long as the entire  
small group market is eligible to participate in the Exchange within two years of the 
passage of this Act.   

 
 

21772



From: Wayne Greene
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: defining a health insurance exchange.
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 4:37:38 PM

Alex: After talking to Carter, I've added the second paragraph here to
our definition of a health insurance exchange. wg

What is a health care insurance exchange? Health insurance exchanges
set up a means — probably through a Website — for consumers to learn
about, compare and purchase health insurance. Exchanges organizing the
marketplace for consumers, especially those who don’t have health
insurance, want it and don’t qualify for Medicaid or Medicare.
If federal health care legislation is fully implemented, people who
earn no more than 400 percent of the poverty level would qualify for tax
credits to help pay for insurance purchased through exchanges. According
to documents put out by Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, 48 states
have accepted a million dollars or more of federal grant money to begin
implementing an exchange.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough
Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the MessageLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email
______________________________________________________________________
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 State government           Providers  Health plans  Employers  Life sciences 

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Access 

• 12-year exclusivity before generic development  
• 340B drug discount program eligibility  
• expansion  
• Auto enrollment for employers of 200+  
• Health plan web portal  
• Insurance market coverage protections (no 

rescissions, no lifetime maximums, no-pre-existing 
condition exclusions for children, restricts annual 
coverage limits, standard internal and external 
appeals process)  

• Maintenance of effort requirements for Medicaid and 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)  

• U.S Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to approve 
generic biologic drugs   

• Tax credits for some small employers to purchase 
insurance  

• Temporary early retiree reinsurance program  
• Temporary high-risk pool  

• 10% Medicare payment bonus for primary care 
physicians and general surgeons in professional 
shortage areas  

• Employers disclose value of health benefits on 
Form W-2  

• Employers establish appeals process for 
coverage and claims determinations  

• Incentives for prevention of chronic diseases in 
Medicaid  

• Health insurance exchange planning grants  
• Medicaid Community First Choice Option  
• Medicaid home health for chronically ill  
• Medicare Part D Coverage Gap discount 

program  

• Employers distribute a uniform 
summary of benefits and coverage 
explanation prior to enrollment or 
re-enrollment   

• Consumer Operated and Oriented 
Plans (CO-OPs) established  

• Employers notify employees of 
existence of the health insurance 
exchanges and available 
coverage options 

• Increases federal medical 
assistance percentage (FMAP) for 
states eliminating cost-sharing on 
Medicaid preventive services  

• Prohibits cost-sharing on Medicaid 
preventive services 

• Medicaid payment rates for 
primary care no less than 100% of 
Medicare 2013 and 2014 payment 
rates 

• Employer coverage responsibilities 
• Employers furnish information on 

health benefits to employees and 
government  

• Essential health benefits defined; out-
of-pocket limits set at HSA levels  

• Health insurance exchanges 
operational  

• Individual mandate  
• Individual tax credits and cost sharing 

for health insurance exchange plan 
coverage  

• Insurance market coverage protections 
(guaranteed issue and renewal, rating 
restrictions, no annual limits)  

• Medicaid expansion to 133% federal 
poverty level (FPL) for participating 
states  

• Permits state Basic Health Plans for 
individuals between 133-200% FPL 
 

• Qualified health plans and essential 
health benefits defined; out-of-pocket 
limits set at HSA levels  

• Streamlined enrollment for Medicaid, 
CHIP, health insurance exchanges  

• Transitional reinsurance for individual 
and small group markets  

• Wellness program participation 
incentives (for employers and in up to 
ten states in the individual market)  

 • Additional 
federal CHIP 
funding  

• Permits 
compacts to 
offer plans 
across state 
lines (Health 
Care Choice 
Compacts)  

• Health 
insurance 
exchanges 
may be 
expanded to 
employers 
with 100 or 
more 
employees 
(state option) 
 

• Waiver for 
state 
innovation  

 

Quality 

• Establishes Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation  

• Establishes Patient Centered Outcomes Research 
Institute (PCORI)  

• Establishes the Federal Coordinated  Health Care 
Office to improve the coordination of Medicare and 
Medicaid benefits for dual-eligibles  

• Private plan coverage with no cost sharing for 
preventive health services rated A or B by the U.S. 
Preventive Services Task Force  

• Establishes national strategy to improve the 
delivery of health care services, patient health 
outcomes, and population health  

• Employer wellness program/pilots  
• Prohibits physician-owned hospitals from 

participating in Medicare that do not already 
have a provider agreement  

• MA quality bonuses begin  
• Medicaid payment reductions for 

provider-preventable conditions  
• Medicaid pediatric accountable 

care organization (ACO) 
demonstration  

• Medicare acute inpatient hospitals 
value-based purchasing (VBP)  

• Medicare Shared Savings ACO 
Program  

• Establishes national quality 
measures  

• Reduces Medicare acute inpatient 
hospital payments for  potentially 
unavoidable readmissions  

• Removes smoking cessation drugs, 
barbiturates, and benzodiazepines 
from Medicaid‘s excluded drug list   

• Quality and patient satisfaction data 
published on health insurance 
exchanges for qualified health plans  

• 1% payment 
reduction for 
inpatient hospitals 
with hospital 
acquired conditions 
 

• Reduces Medicare 
payments for not 
successfully 
reporting measures 
under the Physician 
Quality Reporting 
System  

   

Cost 

• 0.25% market basket reduction for hospitals 
(inpatient acute, long-term) and inpatient 
rehabilitation facilities  

• Annual premium rate review requirement  
• Establishes Medicare self-referral disclosure protocol 
 

• Health insurance tax to fund PCORI  
• Increases minimum Medicaid rebate for brand drugs 

to 23.1% of average manufacturer price (AMP), 13% 
for generics   

• Increases state workforce grant opportunities  
• Medicaid drug rebate extended to Medicaid 

managed care plans  
• Medicaid global payment system demo  
• Redefinition of AMP   
• Sets federal upper limit (FUL) for multiple source 

drugs to at least 175% of the weighted average AMP 
for products nationally available at commercial 
pharmacies  

• Eliminates reimbursement for over-the-counter 
medications from Health Savings Accounts 
(HSAs), Flexible Spending Accounts (FSAs), or 
Health Reimbursement Arrangements (HRAs) 
 

• Establishes biosimilars approval pathway   
• Limits Medicare Advantage (MA) cost-sharing to 

fee-for-service levels  
• Maintains MA reimbursement at 2010 levels and 

creates new MA benchmarks for 2012 and 
beyond  

• Medicare coverage of annual wellness visit  
• Minimum medical loss ratio (MLR) requirement 
 

• Prohibits cost-sharing on Medicare preventive 
services  

• Prohibits tax-free reimbursement through FSAs, 
HRAs, HSAs, or Archer MSAs for non-
prescription over-the-counter drugs  

• Imposes annual fees on brand-name 
pharmaceutical manufacturers and importers  

• Medicaid hospital and physician 
bundled payment demonstrations 
in up to eight states   

• Productivity adjustment into the 
market basket update for inpatient 
hospitals, post-acute care,  and 
long-term care providers  

• Administrative simplification (first 
of three waves)  

• Eliminates deduction for cost of 
retiree drug coverage offset by 
Medicare Part D subsidy  

• Establishes Medicare national, 
voluntary episode-based 
payments pilot program to start by 
1/1/2013  

• Imposes annual 2.3 % excise tax 
on sales of medical devices sold 
by manufacturers and importers  

• Limits FSA annual contributions to 
$2,500  

• MLR rebate distribution begin  
• Requires life science 

manufactures to disclose transfers 
of value to providers   

• Transparency reporting of 
physician ownership or investment 
 

• First Independent Payment Advisory 
Board (IPAB) recommendations due  
 

• Imposes annual fee on health 
insurance providers  

• Reduces federal Medicaid 
disproportionate share hospital (DSH) 
allotments  

• Requires 85% MLR for MA plans  

   • Imposes 
excise tax on 
high cost 
employer-
sponsored 
coverage   

Please note: timeline not intended to be comprehensive, but displays certain key dates 
 
June 2012 
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From: Communications Center
To: Communications Center
Subject: Dems Scared Of Their Mandate Tax
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 2:17:08 PM

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS
 

Dems Scared Of Their Mandate Tax
The Court Upheld ObamaCare By Ruling That The Mandate Is A Tax,

But Democrats Are Pretending It’s Not
 

Dems ‘Stumbling,’ Scared To Defend Mandate Tax
 

“The Obama administration played down the tax factor… The healthcare law contains a slew of tax
provisions.” (“Supreme Court Ruling Casts Tax Shadow Over U.S. Healthcare Law,” Reuters, 6/29/12)
 

“…senior administration officials argued that the penalty was not a tax...” (“High Court Gives GOP New
Weapon On Taxes,” The Hill, 6/29/12)
 

·         JAY CARNEY: “it's not a tax...it's a penalty” (Twitter, @MarkKnoller, 6/29/12)
 

·         DAVID AXELROD: “…what it is is a penalty…” (NBC’s Today Show, 6/29/12)

 
·         STEPHANIE CUTTER: “It’s a penalty.” (“Obama Campaign Spokeswoman Won’t Call Mandate A ‘Tax,’”  The

Washington Free Beacon, 6/29/12)
 

“…Democratic leaders were stumbling Thursday when asked about the ruling that the mandate was a
tax — an argument that was quickly becoming a GOP talking point.” (“Democrats Take Short Health Care
Victory Lap,” Roll Call, 6/29/12)
 

“The cautious and measured statements from Democratic House and Senate candidates Thursday
reflected the unease about renewing a debate that ended badly for the party in November 2010.”
(“GOP Sees Down-Ballot Gold In Supreme Court Decision,” Politico, 6/29/12)

 
·         SEN. HARRY REID (D-NV): “…wouldn’t say if he agrees with the Supreme Court ruling that the

individual mandate in the health care law is constitutional as a tax.” (“Harry Reid Won’t Say If
Obamacare Mandate Is A Tax,” Daily Caller, 6/28/12)

 

·         SEN. CHARLES SCHUMER (D-NY): “…who heads the Democrats’ communication and policy
arm, also sidestepped the question.” (“Democrats Take Short Health Care Victory Lap,” Roll Call, 6/29/12)
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·         REP. CHARLIE RANGEL (D-NY): “‘Do you think it’s a tax in your personal opinion?’ ‘No, it’s a
fee for services,’ Rangel replied.” (“Rangel: Obamacare Mandate Is Not A Tax, It’s A ‘Fee For Services,’” Daily
Caller, 6/29/12)

 

SUPREME COURT: ‘A Tax’
 

SUPREME COURT: “…the shared responsibility payment may… be read as imposing a tax on those
who go without insurance.” (Supreme Court Of The United States Syllabus, National Federation Of Independent
Business Et Al. V. Sebelius, Secretary Of Health And Human Services, Et Al., 6/28/12)

 
###

SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
202.228.NEWS
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From: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

. .. ----

sirena.ramirez@guam.gov: S nee Geissin er 

-

my.oerkins@gov.idaho.gov: nm Pearson 
; travisrichmond@gmail.com : Wa e Struble 

y g@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov: Zak Tomie 
Swann. Lanier (McConnell) : brandi white@mcconnell.senate.gov 

Dems Toast Obamacare's Broken Promises, While Amerieans Live Them: Fewer Jobs, Higher Costs, and Reduced 
Coverage 

Thursday, March 17, 201110:22:01 AM 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Dems Toast ObamaCare's Broken Promises, While 
Americans Live Them: Fewer Jobs, Higher Costs, and 
Reduced Coverage 

March 17, 2011 I Posted by Michael Ricci I Permalink 

House Democrats this morning will come together to toast the one-year anniversary of their job
crushing health care law, and all its fewer jobs, higher costs, and reduced coverage. According to 
tradition, the first anniversary is considered the 'paper anniversary.' With that in mind, here are some 
items we're happy to offer up for this morning's celebration: 

• A letter signed by 200 economists and experts stating that ObamaCare's maze of mandates, 
tax hikes, and penalties "create major barriers to stronger job growth." The letter also 
highlights the devastating impact ObamaCare will have on the nation's already-precarious 
fiscal health, adding more than $500 billion to the deficit during the first ten years, and nearly 
$1.5 trill ion in the following decade. 

• A transcript of testimony from Congressional Budget Office director Douglas Elmendorf, who 
verified that the health care law will reduce the number of full-time jobs by 800,000 . 
(There's video too.) 

• This Associated Press article summing up the recent testimony of Richard Foster, Medicare's 
independent economic expert, who told Congress that "two central promises" of ObamaCare -
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lower costs and letting people keep their current coverage - "are unlikely to be fulfi lled." We'd 
staple to that an independent report showing that as many as 35 million Americans could 
lose their employer-based health insurance on account of the burdens ObamaCare places 
on businesses large and small alike. 

• The results of a new national survey showing that support for repeal of the job-crushing law 
"has reached its highest level since May of last year. " It was the president's pollster who 
said last March that ObamaCare would "win over public support" after becoming law. 

• The full list of the more than 1 000 waivers the Obama Administration has granted to 
employers and unions seeking protection from the health care law's job-crushing requirements. 
The waivers have been called a "liability for the White House" and yet another "rallying cry" for 
repeal. 

• A joint congressional report released by House Energy & Commerce Chairman Fred Upton (R
MI) and Senate Finance Ranking Member Orrin Hatch (R-UT) that details how the massive 
Medicaid expansion in ObamaCare will cost $118 billion, roughly double what Congress' 
independent budget score keeper, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), originally 
estimated. 

• This colorful chart put together by Joint Economic Committee Republicans detailing 
ObamaCare's bewildering arrangement of new government agencies, regulations and 
mandates. 

For good measure, we offer a printable copy of the Pledge to America , which lays out Republicans' 
commitment to repealing ObamaCare and replacing it with common-sense reforms that lower costs 
and protect American jobs. Since January, the new House majority has voted to fully repeal the $2.6 
trillion health care law; to defund the law as part of H.R. 1; and to repeal the job-destroying 1099 small 
business mandate. This week, Speaker Boehner announced the House will soon vote to eliminate 
mandatorv spending slush funds in ObamaCare. Hearings to uncover the fu ll truth about ObamaCare 
continue as well. 

•1n case you're wondering, the second anniversary is the 'cotton anniversary.' Of course, if the 
Democrats who run Washington finally listen to the American people, the job-crushing health care law 
won't make it that far. 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225-0600 I SPEAKERGOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Denver Saxton commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:42:50 PM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Denver Saxton commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Denver wrote: "WE DEMAND AN ABSOLUTE REFUSAL TO IMPLEMENT
OBAMACARE.

http://nullificationmovie.com/"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Monica Block
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Details on Aspen w/ Gov. Fallin
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 2:40:28 PM

Dana,
 
Below is the current schedule for our event in Aspen that is coming up.  Could you please
review this and let me know when your Governor will arrive and depart?  Also, what events
can we expect her to attend?   Will the Governor participate in any of the optional activities? 
Will the Governor agree to co-host one of the parlors?  I’ve highlighted the panel we would like
the Governor to speak on, can you confirm she will speak on that?
 
I have a hotel room for the Governor (is the First Gentleman coming?), Scott Mason, Glenn
Coffee, and   all arriving on 08.01.12 and departing on 08.03.12.  And of course

 arriving on 07.31.12 and departing on 08.03.12  As an FYI, this is a much more
intimate event than any of our others, and we will have specific tables for staff to use at all of
the meals or panels.
 
Thank you for your help!
 
Let me know if you need anything else!
 
Sincerely,
Monica 
 
 

REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE ROUNDTABLE QUARTERLY MEETING

August 1 – 2, 2012
Aspen, Colorado

 
AGENDA

As of 7/16/12
 

ATTENDING GOVERNORS
Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA Chairman

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice Chairman
 

Governor Jan Brewer, Arizona
Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma

Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina
Governor Gary Herbert, Utah

Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico

Governor Matt Mead, Wyoming
Governor Rick Perry, Texas

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin
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ATTENDING 2012 CANDIDATES
The Honorable Rick Hill, Montana

Attorney General Rob McKenna, Washington
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 2012
 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM                The Aspen Institute: A Conversation with Republican
Governors

The 2012 Aspen Institute McCloskey Speaker Series welcomes
Republican governors in conversation with Aspen Institute
President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Location:         The Aspen Institute – Greenwald Pavilion

1000 North Third Street
                                                                        Aspen, CO 81611

Speakers:         Governor Bob McDonnell, Virginia, RGA
Chairman

Governor Nikki Haley, South Carolina
                                                                        Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana
                                                                        Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin

Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

(requested)
The Honorable Walter Isaacson, President and

CEO,
The Aspen Institute, Washington, DC

 
7:30 PM                                  Welcome Reception & Dinner

Executive Roundtable members and governors will enjoy a cocktail
reception and dinner at the third Executive Roundtable Quarterly
Meeting of the year. 
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Governor Rick Perry, Texas (requested)

Governor Scott Walker, Wisconsin (requested)
Fred Malek, Founder and Chairman, Thayer
Lodging

Group, McLean, VA; Executive Roundtable
Chairman (requested)

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2012
 
8:30 AM – 9:30 AM               Breakfast and 2012 Political Update

RGA Executive Director Phil Cox will provide a political update on
the 2012 election cycle, and attending gubernatorial candidates will
be recognized and deliver brief remarks.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director
                        The Honorable Rick Hill, 2012 Candidate for

Governor,
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Montana (requested)
                        Attorney General Rob McKenna, 2012 Candidate

for
Governor, Washington (requested)

 
9:45 AM – 10:45 AM             Panel Discussion I: What’s Next? Obamacare After the

SCOTUS
Decision
On June 28, the Supreme Court ruled on the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) upholding the individual mandate as
a tax, but limiting the power of the federal government to coerce
state Medicaid expansions. Regarding the Medicaid expansion, the
court ruled that the government could not compel states to expand
Medicaid by threatening to withhold federal money to existing
Medicaid programs. This presents an opportunity for governors to
opt out of the expansion without losing their existing share of
federal Medicaid funding. Within hours of the decision, Republican
governors in several states said they were likely to oppose
expanding the program. In addition to the Medicaid piece,
governors must also decide whether to establish a state-
administered health insurance exchange. This panel examines the
decisions confronting governors, along with the remaining political,
regulatory and legal uncertainties surrounding the law and its
impact on businesses.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
Speakers:         Governor Gary Herbert, Utah (requested)

                                                            Governor Bobby Jindal, Louisiana (requested)
Michael Neidorff, Chairman and CEO, Centene

Corporation, St. Louis, MO (confirmed)
                                                                        Dr. George Rapier, Chairman and CEO, WellMed
Medical

Management, Inc., San Antonio, TX
(requested)

 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM            Panel Discussion II: State Solutions: Economic Growth in the

Obama Era
Republican governors are providing a clear contrast to the failed
economic policies of the Obama administration.  Under President
Obama, the nation has endured 41consecutive months with the
unemployment rate over 8 percent and the most recent quarter was
the worst quarter of job creation in 2 years.  Despite the national
headwinds, GOP-led states are experiencing economic success.
States with Republican governors are adding jobs at a faster pace
than their Democratic counterparts and states that elected new
Republican governors in 2010 have seen their unemployment rates
drop nearly 50 percent more than states with new Democratic
governors. Instead of emulating the policies of Republican
governors which encourage entrepreneurship and job creators, the
Obama administration continues to impede upon the states with
overregulation and the threat of higher taxes.  This panel explores
how governors can work with business leaders to ensure the private
sector adds jobs despite the federal government’s overreach.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Astor II
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Speakers:         Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma (requested)
                        Governor Rick Perry, Texas (requested)

 
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM              Luncheon: Governors’ Races and the 2012 Battlegrounds

With 11 states holding governors’ races this November, the RGA is
in position to expand its majority and make a major impact on the
2012 elections. Many of the states where RGA will engage are also
critical Presidential and Senate battleground states.  As shown in
the Wisconsin recall election, the RGA and ideologically-aligned
groups are able to work together, and their efforts benefit
candidates up and down the ballot. This panel will explore the 2012
political landscape and the interplay between gubernatorial and
federal races.
Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort – Fountain Courtyard
Speakers:         Phil Cox, RGA Executive Director

Ed Gillespie, Founder, Ed Gillespie Strategies;
Senior Advisor,

Romney for President; Chairman, RSLC;
 Former Chairman, RNC; Former
Chairman, Republican Party of Virginia,
Alexandria, VA

Karl Rove, Former Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior
Advisor

to President George W. Bush; Author,
Courage and Consequence; Fox News
Contributor; Wall Street Journal Columnist,
Washington, DC

                                     
1:45 PM – 4:45 PM                 Optional Activities with Governors

Participants will have the opportunity to participate in one of three
optional activities: clay target shooting with Wyoming Governor
Matt Mead, fly fishing with Texas Governor Rick Perry, or a
wilderness hike with RGA Chairman, Virginia Governor Bob
McDonnell. Please note: activities will be available at an
additional cost to participants.  Please refer to the separate
Optional Aspen Activities Response Form to reserve your place.
Location:         Off-site; Departing from The St. Regis Aspen Resort

 
5:45 PM – 6:30 PM                Governors Parlors

Please join our Republican governors for a newly created reception
opportunity to mix and mingle in a more intimate setting before we
depart for Pine Creek Cookhouse. Each of the two parlors will host
three to four governors, and attendees are welcome and
encouraged to visit both parlors.

                                                Location:         The St. Regis Aspen Resort
 
7:00 PM                                  Reception & Dinner

Executive Roundtable members and governors will enjoy a farewell
cocktail reception and dinner at the third Executive Roundtable
Quarterly Meeting of the year.                        
Location:         Pine Creek Cookhouse

11399 Castle Creek Road 
Aspen, CO 81611
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                                                Speakers:         Governor Chris Christie, New Jersey, RGA Vice
Chairman

Governor Susana Martinez, New Mexico
 
ACCOMMODATIONS
The St. Regis Aspen Resort                                                    Hotel Jerome
315 East Dean Street                                                                330 East Main Street
Aspen, CO 81611                                                                    Aspen, CO 81611
Phone: (970) 920-3300                                                            Phone: (970) 429-7625
http://www.stregisaspen.com                                                   http://hoteljerome.rockresorts.com
 
ATTIRE
Aspen Casual. Neither jackets nor ties are required for the gentlemen. For the ladies, a light jacket
or wrap is recommended for the evening activities as well as flat shoes.
 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct |   cell | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
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Oklahoma Health Outcomes 
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Determinants of Health and Excess 
Mortality 

& 
Overall Health Rankings 
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Determinants of Health and Their 
Contribution to Premature Death 
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United Health Foundation Rankings 
Oklahoma (2010) 

Selected Health Measures Data Rank 
Cardiovascular Deaths (per 100,000) 345.1 48 

Prevalence of Smoking (% of pop) 25.4 48 

Early Prenatal Care(% visit first trimester) 76.4 47 

Prevalence of Obesity (%of pop) 32.0 46 

Preventable Hospitalizations (per 1,000 Medicare) 88.7 46 

Occupational Fatalities (per 100,000) 7.2 44 

Infant Mortality (per 1,000 live births) 8.3 44 

Immunization Coverage (% 2 year olds) 91.3 18 

Lack of Health Insurance (% population uninsured) 16.1 35 

Primary Care Physicians (per 100,000) 80.3 49 

Overall Health Ranking 46 

H OKLAHOMA STATE OEPARTM~~TOF HEALTH. CR~~Ti~G A"'STATE OF HEALTH. WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 4 
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United Health Foundation Rankings 
Oklahoma (2010) 

Selected Supplemental Measures Data Rank 
Daily Fruit & Vegetable Consumption (o/o of pop) 14.5 50 

Physical Activity (% of adult pop) 68.6 48 

Stroke (% of adult pop) 3.8 49 

High Cholesterol (% of adult pop) 40.2 45 

High Blood Pressure(% of adult pop) 34.3 44 

Diabetes (% of adult pop) 11.0 45 

Preterm Birth(% of births under 37 wks gestation) 13.5 37 

Health Status (% report fair or poor health) 19.5 42 
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Leading Causes of Death in 
Oklahoma 
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Total Mortality Rate per 100,000 Population 
2005-2007 

Total Miottllily Rams, 2005-2007 
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Leading Causes of Death in Oklahoma 

1. Heart Disease 6. Diabetes 

2. Cancer 7. Alzheimer's Disease 

3. Chronic Obstructive 8. Influenza & Pneumonia 

Pulmonary Disease 9. Suicide 

4. Stroke 10. Nephritis, nephrotic 

5. Unintentional Injuries 
syndrome and nephrosis 
(kidney disease) 

*2010 Preliminary Death Data from Oklahoma State Health Department Vital Statistics - Ranked by Age-Adjusted 
Death Rate Normalized to 2000 US standard population - found at www.health.ok.gov/ok2share 
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Heart Disease Rates 

2007 Prevalence of coronary heart disease among us adults (18+) (Percentage)t 

<3.4% (10 States) 

" 3.4% - 3. 7% (S States) 

3.8% - 4.1% (10 States) 

4.2% - 4. 7% (9 States) 

>=4.8% (14 States) 

Citation: Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention: Data Trends & Maps Web site. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Atlanta, GA, 2010. Available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/dhdsp/. 
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Heart Disease Death Rate per 100,000 
Population, 2005-2007 
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Leading Risk Factors for Heart Disease 
in order of prevalence among people with heart disease (US) 

• Physical inactivity 

• Overweight and obesity 

• High blood pressure 

• Cigarette smoking 

• High cholesterol 

• Diabetes 
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Cancer Rates per 100,000 Population 
2007 

378.2 - 444.2 

448.6 - 469.6 

492.5 - 522.6 

No Data 

Source: CDC, NCI, NAACCR 
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Cancer Death Rate per 100,000 Population 
2005-2007 

caacer Mortalit)' Rate$. 2005-2007 
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Leading Cancer Deaths in Oklahoma 

!.· .. •• .... •.·.•.··· 1 > <-<- - --

- -./ - - - -

""!\If < ·.•·.···•··· .. · .. · ±:vJ.ceil> .. · · 
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•Lung •Lung 

• Prostate • Breast 

• Colorectal • Colorectal 

• Pancreas • Pancreas 

• Leukemia • Ovary 

* Cancer death rates in men are due to lung cancer more than the other four top causes of cancer 
death combined. 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Risk Factors for Lung Cancer 
In the United States, about 90% of lung cancer deaths in men and 
almost 80% of lung cancer deaths in women are due to smoking. 

People who smoke are 10 to 20 times more likely to get lung 
cancer or die from lung cancer than people who do not smoke. 

Nonsmokers who are exposed to secondhand smoke at home or at 
work increase their risk of developing lung cancer by 20-30%. 

The longer a person smokes and the more cigarettes smoked each 
day, the more risk of lung cancer goes up. 

People who quit smoking have a lower risk of lung cancer than if 
they had continued to smoke, but their risk is higher than the risk 
for people who never smoked. 

Smoking also causes cancer of the voicebox (larynx), mouth and 
throat, esophagus, bladder, kidney, pancreas, cervix, and stomach, 
and causes acute myeloid leukemia. 

H OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH" CREATING A STATE OF HEALTH" WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 15 
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Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease in US 
1999 2006 

AK 

-----· .~.......--

H 
:so .. ~ .. : CO:::, N .. r0on .. 1 Vlt.11 ~b- S-,..aittn - ~tr.om hllp-.:>.~r~oo... - _..- ' 
COPD 11,,; 1ri.e unCl~ll"'.:I e:i.- of~~·.._~ bP.' ICO·"!O ~ .J4o..>44 
~ rMa.: {pc< 100,000 US pcpul;:d);)n} _.. 11gc-"~~¢0 ro 1ll'>C! 2000 US St.::mCl.ud. 

Death rate (p~ 100,000) 
Age-standat"d~ed 

17.6- 38.1 

38.2- 44.7 

1111111 44.8- 50.3 

1111111 50.4 - 60.8 

Classifw:atio-n :Quartiles 
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Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease 
Death Rate per 100,000 Population 

2005-2007 

CblOOic lllwer l!e$pilillllly Diseast 
Mortality Rates, 2005-2007 
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Risk Factors for COPD Death 

• Tobacco use 

• Asthma 

• Exposure to air pollutants 

• Genetic factors 

• Respiratory infections 
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Stroke Rates 

<:l:.2' (10 SU«!~) 

:l:.Z11. • Z.l% (7 Stat.u) 

.7'1> • ~S'lb (4 SU!:u) 

•Z.~ {17 Stltu) 

Citation: Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention: Data Trends & Maps Web site. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, Atlanta, GA, 2010. Available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/dhdsp/. 
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Stroke Death Rate per 100,000 Population 
2005-2007 

Strol;e Motlalily Rates, 2005-2007 
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Risk Factors for Stroke Death 

• High Blood Pressure • Tobacco Use 

• High Cholesterol • Alcohol Use 

• Heart Disease • Physical Inactivity 

• Overweight/Obesity • Heredity 

• Diabetes 
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Hospital Costs Associated with Top Four 
Causes of Death in Oklahoma 2009 

• Heart disease - $2.1 billion 

• All cancer - $603 million 

• COPD - $221 million 

• Stroke - $358 million 

Source: OSDH, OK.2Share 
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Infant Mortality in Oklahoma 
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Infant Mortality Rate per 100,000 Population 
2001-2006 

Measure: Rate per 100,000 •• 
Sex: All •• 
Year. 2004-2006 •• 
Cause ofDeath: All causes •• 
Rae e/Ethnicity. All •• 
AQe: Infant (0-364 days) •• 

1256.9 
@) 

823 
.<> 737.4 

(11) 
~ ";.,,. @) 
~ 631 

(11) 586.9 
492.5 (11) 

Source: NVSS, NCHS, CDC. Oklahoma 795 
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Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 Population 
2003-2007 

lrlfaat MOrtilii11Rates.2003-2007 

Unstoblc ftot• 
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Top 3 Causes of Infant Death in Oklahoma 

• Medical Condition Present at Birth 

• Early Birth or Low Birth Weight 

• Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
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21811



Risk Factors for Infant Mortality 

• Lack of Prenatal Care 

• Poor Nutrition 

• Maternal Smoking/Exposure to Smoke 

• Substance Abuse 

• Unhealthy Mother/Maternal Infection 

• Infant Sleeping Position 

H OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH • C.REATING A STATE OF HEALTH. WWW.HEALTH.OK.GOV 27 

21812



Health Behaviors & 
Risk Conditions in 

Oklahoma 
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OBESITY 
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OBESITY FAST FACTS 

• Trend rates indicate Oklahoma 
may be the most obese state in the 
nation by 2018 at 56.1 %. 

• Direct healthcare costs associated 
with treating obesity in Oklahoma 
are estimated at $5,102,000,000 
by 2018, up from $1,069,000,000 
in 2008. 
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29 

28 
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26 
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TOBACCO 

Oklahoma 

TOBACCO FAST FACTS 

• The annual costs incurred in 
Oklahoma from smoking: 

..I' $1,162,000,000 in medical costs 

..I' $218,000,000 in Medicaid 

..I' $1,556,000,000 in lost 
productivity 

• A 5% point reduction in tobacco 
use could save Oklahoma as much 
as $54,571,573 

• Secondhand smoke causes an 
estimated 3,400 lung cancer 
deaths among U.S. 
nonsmokers each year. 
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FAST FACTS 

• Physically active people 
save at least $787 in direct 
medical cost every year. 

• Only 31.4% of high school 
students have daily physical 
education. 

• 29% of Oklahoma High 
School Students watch 
three or more hours of TV 
daily. 
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FRUIT & VEGETABLE CONSUMPTION 
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FAST FACTS 

• Only 14.8% of youth eat fruits 
and vegetables 5 times per day 

• Multiple studies indicate that 
school-based programs aimed 
at better nutrition, health 
education & physical activity 
improve test scores. 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

Summary of Health Status in Oklahoma 

Health behaviors are the largest contributing factor to overall health . 

OK ranks poorly nationally in most health outcomes and risk factors 
for disease. 

The majority of excess mortality in Oklahoma is in Cardiovascular 
Disease, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, Lung Cancer & 
Stroke. 

Oklahoma's high infant mortality rate means that babies are more 
likely to survive to their first birthday in almost any other state. 

There is a strong relationship between the burden of disease & 
premature death in Oklahoma and rates tobacco use, poor nutrition & 
limited exercise. 
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*Douglas Holtz-Eakin (dholtzeakin@americanactionforum.org) is President of the American Action Forum and 

Michael Ramlet (mramlet@americanactionforum.org) is Director of the Forum’s Operation Healthcare Choice. 

 

February 28, 2011   

 

 

Sustainability of Medicaid: 
Action Steps for Governors to Achieve Meaningful Reform 

 

 

By Douglas Holtz-Eakin and Michael Ramlet* 

 

INTRODUCTION: Medicaid is a budgetary threat to 

states and a barrier to consistent, quality care for the 

neediest Americans. To prevent fiscal crises and 

improve access to care, States can act now to secure a 

better, more sustainable future for the Medicaid 

program. This paper outlines immediate and long-term 

steps governors can take to achieve meaningful 

Medicaid reform. 

 

***** 

 

THE DIAGNOSIS: UNSUSTAINABLE BUDGETS 

 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

(CMS) recently released the 2010 Actuarial Report on 

the Financial Outlook for Medicaid.
i
  This report 

describes the projected trends for Medicaid 

expenditures and enrollment over the next 10 years.  

Its findings paint a grim picture for the more than 45 

states and the District of Columbia that have projected 

budget shortfalls for fiscal year 2012:
ii
 

 

 Total Medicaid expenditures for medical 

assitance and adminsitration are expected to 

reach $840.4 billion by FY 2019, increasing at 

an average rate of 8.3 percent per year. 

 Federal spending on Medicaid is projected to 

reach $512.9 bilion by FY 2019, or about 67 

percent of total Medicaid expenditures. 

 State Medicaid medical assitance payments and 

administration costs are projected to reach 

$327.6 billion by FY 2019, increasing at an 

average rate of 9.8 percent per year (twice the 

historical rate). 

 The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

(PPACA) will add $26 billion in new 

administrative costs to Medicaid over the next 

decade, with $14 billion to be paid by the 

Federal government and $12 billion by states. 

States & Medicaid: Action Needed 

Washington is passing the buck on budget 

leadership and entitlement reform.  Governors 

must rise to the challenge of Medicaid reforms 

that achieve short-term flexibility and  

long-term structural improvements: 

 

Medicaid Eligibility 

 Use maintenance of effort waivers to 

maintain flexibility 

 Modernize and integrate administrative 

systems for determining eligibility and 

enrollment 

 

Benefits Package 

 Implement cost sharing mechanisms like 

copayments, deductibles, and coinsurance 

 Launch demonstrations that reward better 

resource utilization and lifestyle choices 

 

Service Delivery 

 Expand existing managed care programs 

and introduce new eligibility groups 

 Start managed long-term care programs to 

reduce costs and enable home care 

 

Financing 

 Review prescription drug prices and pass 

generic substitution laws 

 Update payment systems to allow electronic 

claims submission and processing 
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Table 1 – Historical and Projected Medicaid Enrollment (Millions of Person-Year Equivalents) and 

Expenditures for Medical Assistance Payments and Administration (Billions of Dollars)
iii

 

 

  
 

 

THE RESPONSE: STATE-DRIVEN MEDICAID REFORMS 

 

Washington is passing the buck on budget leadership and entitlement reform.  Thus, governors must rise 

to the challenge of Medicaid reforms that achieve short-term budget flexibility and enable long-term 

structural change. Bending the unsustainable budget trajectory will require innovative and solutions-based 

policies that address eligibility, benefits packages, service delivery, and financing.   

 

Long-term care merits special emphasis.  Reducing the anticipated budget costs for long-term care 

services will be critical to the overall sustainability of the Medicaid program.  Medicaid has become the 

country’s largest payer of long-term care services, funding approximately 50 percent of all long-term care 

spending and nearly two-thirds of all nursing home residents.  Several policies could enhance the ability 

of Medicaid to prepare for the dramatic expansion of the long-term care market.  Moreover, it is 

important to recognize that beneficiaries view quality as the chance to stay at home in their communities 

in the least restrictive or most integrated setting appropriate to their long-term care needs.
iv
 

 

Every state and every Medicaid program is different, dictating that governors implement solutions that 

best address their state’s needs.  In this setting, it is desirable that state officials begin by conducting a 

comprehensive assessment of their respective Medicaid programs.  Such an assessment should include the 

current or “baseline” outlooks for enrollment, the per capita spending by category and income, and the 

cost of the PPACA’s Medicaid expansion (including administrative costs not provided in the temporary 

federal funding).
 v
  This will allow state officials to project the potential impact of a specific proposal and 

best determine the overall action plan needed to achieve meaningful reform. 

Historical State Medicaid  

Annual Growth Rate: 4.0 Percent 

Projected PPACA State Medicaid  

Annual Growth Rate: 9.4 Percent 
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MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY  

 

Short-Term Budget Flexibility: Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Waivers 

 

To maintain short-term budget flexibility, states should submit MOE waivers to Health and Human 

Services (HHS) requesting PPACA’s MOE provisions be lifted. The PPACA included two MOE 

provisions intended to maintain existing Medicaid and CHIP enrollment levels until the Secretary of HHS 

determines that an insurance exchange is fully operational (the CHIP provision must be maintained until 

October 1, 2019).  MOE provisions prevent states from adopting more restrictive income eligibility 

standards, methodologies, or procedures that would substantially alleviate budget deficits through reduced 

Medicaid expenditures. 

 

As evidence of the need for this flexibility, on January 7, 2011, thirty-three governors sent a letter to the 

Obama Administration requesting the removal of the MOE provisions.  Governor Brewer of Arizona has 

already submitted a formal MOE waiver to the Secretary of HHS, and the Administration is reviewing the 

Secretary’s legal options.  As more governors and state officials submit formal MOE waiver requests, the 

efforts may expedite the Secretary’s decision and ensure that states have every policy option at their 

disposal to address budget crises.
vi
 

 

In addition, States have the option of letting existing Medicaid demonstrations expire to reduce total 

committed Medicaid expenditures.  Secretary Sebelius approved this option in a letter to Governor 

Brewer, “Waivers are time-limited commitments – both for a state and for HHS – and neither the 

Affordable Care Act nor Medicaid law or regulations prior to its enactment require a state to renew a 

demonstration beyond its expiration.”  Consequently, any reduction in eligibility associated with the 

expiration of a Medicaid demonstration, whose eligibility derives from the demonstration, would not 

constitute an MOE violation.
vii

 

 

 

Long-Term Structural Change: Modernize Medicaid Eligibility and Enrollment Systems 
 

States should invest in improved technology and capabilities for determining Medicaid eligibility and 

tracking enrollment. PPACA’s dramatic expansion of the Medicaid program in 2014 and the launch of 

state health insurance exchanges will place substantial stress on administrative systems.   

 

The structure of PPACA’s insurance expansion creates a costly challenge for states to track individuals 

and families who are expected to move frequently throughout the year between Medicaid and the 

federally-subsidized state health insurance exchanges.  The “churning” between Medicaid and state 

exchanges is estimated to impact more than 50 percent of all adults; this includes 28 million Americans, 

with family incomes below 200 percent of the federal poverty level.
viii

  Accordingly, there will be a 

particular benefit to integrated systems that simultaneously track eligibility and enrollment in both 

programs. 

 

Among the investments available to improve technological capabilities for determining Medicaid 

eligibility and tracking enrollment are: 

 

 Integrated Databases for Medicaid and State Exchange Enrollment – Combining enrollment data 

for both programs will reduce paperwork, staff overhead, and technology operating expenses  

 Enrollment Data Management Systems –Managing real-time enrollment data will inform better 

public policy decisions related to Medicaid benefit design and service delivery. 
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 Predictive Modeling Analytics– Adopting predictive modeling will allow states to identify high-

cost beneficiaries and enroll them in aggressively managed, quality care programs. 

 Front-End Statistical Fraud Analysis – Building statistical fraud analysis into eligibility and 

enrollment systems will empower states to better prevent and deter the estimated $18.6 billion in 

annual improper Medicaid payments.
ix
 

 

 

MEDICAID BENEFITS PACKAGE 

 

Short-Term Budget Flexibility: Increase Medicaid Cost Sharing 

 

States should study the implications of implementing Medicaid copayments, deductibles, coinsurance, 

and other similar cost sharing mechanisms.  The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 authorized greater cost 

sharing for many Medicaid eligible groups above 100 percent of the poverty level, as long as the family’s 

cost sharing does not exceed 5 percent of their income.  The following table summarizes the maximum 

allowable cost sharing amounts for different types of services. 

 

Table 2 – Maximum Allowable Cost Sharing
x
 

Services and Supplies  

(Cost Sharing Subject to a Per-Beneficiary Limit)a 

Eligible Populations by Family Income b,c 

<100% FPL 101-150% FPL >150% FPL 

Institutional Care  
(inpatient hospital care, rehab care, etc.) 

50% of cost for 1st day 

of care 

50% of cost for 1st day 

of care, 

10% of cost 

50% of cost for 1st day 

of care, 

20% of cost 

Non-Institutional Care  
(physician visits, physical therapy, etc.) 

$3.65 10% of cost 20% of cost 

Non-emergency use of the ER $3.65 $7.30 No limit 

Preferred drugs $3.65 $3.65 $3.65 

Non-preferred drugs $3.65 $3.65 20% of cost 

a. Emergency services, family planning, and preventive services for children are exempt from copayments. 
b. Some groups of beneficiaries, including most children, pregnant women, terminally ill individuals, and most institutionalized individuals, 

are exempt from copays except nominal copays for non-emergency use of an emergency room and non-preferred drugs.  American Indians 

who receive services from the Indian Health Service, tribal health programs, or contract health service programs are exempt from all copays. 
c. In some cases for beneficiaries with income above 100 percent of FPL, States may deny services for nonpayment of cost sharing. 

 

 

Long-Term Structural Change: Alternative Medicaid Benefits Packages 

 

States have an incentive to launch demonstrations designed to test programs that reward beneficiaries who 

make prudent purchasing, resource utilization, and lifestyle decisions. For example in 2007, Indiana 

launched the Healthy Indian Plan (HIP), which extends high deductible health plans and health savings 

accounts to low-income parents of children covered by Medicaid and SCHIP, as well as childless adults. 

To assist with out-of-pocket costs incurred prior to meeting the deductible, both the individual and the 

state make contributions to the POWER account.  Participant contributions to the POWER account are set 

on a sliding scale based on ability to pay, but at no more than 5 percent of gross family income.  Funds 

that remain in the account at the end of the year can be rolled over and used the following year, assuming 

preventative services are obtained. 
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Indiana and Mercer Consulting have found significant changes in behavior, and consequently lower total 

costs.  In 2009, state workers with the HSA visited emergency rooms and physicians 67 percent less 

frequently than co-workers with traditional healthcare.  HIP enrollees were also more likely to use generic 

drugs resulting in an annual lower cost per prescription of $18. 

 

Alternative demonstrations that reward beneficiaries could focus on disease management or wellness 

programs like diabetes management and weight reduction. 

 

 

MEDICAID SERVICE DELIVERY 

 

Short-Term Budget Flexibility: Expand Existing Managed Medicaid Programs 

 

PPACA increases Medicaid enrollment by a projected 16 million beneficiaries in 2014, exacerbating 

already-serious access concerns for beneficiaries.  In 2008, fee-for-service (FFS) Medicaid 

reimbursements averaged only 72 percent of the rates paid by Medicare, which are in turn well below the 

rates paid by private insurers.
xi
  The unsustainably low reimbursement rate, even with the pending 

increase to Medicare levels, has led many primary physicians and specialists to stop accepting Medicaid 

enrollees.  The end result is an expectation for lower quality care, delivered in more costly care setting: 

 

 A June 2010 nationwide survey of physicians found that 54.5 percent of primary care physicians, 

45.6 percent of medical specialists, and 49.3 percent of surgical specialists are no longer 

accepting new Medicaid patients
xii

  

 In a separate 2010 survey of 1,800 emergency room physicians, 71 percent of respondents expect 

emergency visits to increase, and 47 percent anticipate conditions will worsen for patients
xiii

 

 Increased overutilization of America’s emergency departments by Medicaid enrollees could cost 

states, hospitals and physicians as much as $35.8 billion over the next decade in unaccounted for 

expenditures
xiv

 

 

States should examine expanding existing managed Medicaid programs, experiment with managed care in 

new care settings and extend enrollment requirements to new eligibility groups.  Prominent academic 

studies show that compared to traditional FFS Medicaid, managed Medicaid consistently delivers greater 

access to medical provider networks
xv

, better quality care, and cost savings.
xvi

  While percentage savings 

vary by state and targeted eligibility group, nearly all of the 24 state reports or peer reviewed studies in 

the last decade have shown demonstrated savings from the use of managed care.
xvii

  The evidence is clear 

and governors should act immediately as only seventeen states currently require Medicaid enrollees to 

sign up for managed Medicaid care.  The projected cost savings and potential for improved access to 

better care will be essential when enrollment increases exponentially in 2014. 

 

 

Long-Term Structural Change: Start Managed Long-Term Care Programs 

 

States would benefit from managed long-term care programs that lower budget costs and allow more 

beneficiaries to stay at home.  Traditionally, Medicaid pays doctors and nursing homes directly for 

individual services, but under long-term managed care, states pay health insurers a fixed monthly fee for 

each Medicaid patient.  The fixed monthly fee includes all of the patient’s costs, including physician and 

potential nursing home costs. Conversely, managed care companies use care coordinators to monitor 

patients to help ensure they are getting the right care in the most appropriate setting. 
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USA Today reports that in 2009, about 90 percent of Tennessee’s Medicaid long-term care funding went 

to nursing homes, according to the state’s Medicaid agency.  As a result, there were long waiting lists for 

enrollees who wanted home and community-based services.  But after Tennessee awarded long-term care 

contracts to three Medicaid health plans, those waiting lists shrank sharply.
xviii

 

 

Tennessee last year became the sixth state to require elderly and disabled beneficiaries to enroll in 

managed care plans.  California plans to require its Medicaid long-term care enrollees to sign up for plans 

later this year.  An additional 10 other states, including Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, and Rhode Island, 

are considering introducing or expanding the use of managed long-term care. 

 

 

MEDICAID FINANCING 

 

Short-Term Budget Flexibility: Review Prescription Drug Prices and Pass Generic Substitution Laws 

 

States should review prescription drug pricing and implement generic substitution laws.  Pharmacy costs 

account for 8 percent of the Medicaid program spending, with states spending $7 billion on prescription 

drugs in 2009.
xix

 

 

Too many states continue to pay pharmaceutical prices near the Average Wholesale Price (AWP), which 

is significantly higher than the price actually paid by purchasers of the drug (e.g. pharmacies, etc).  

Instead, it is beneficial to shift to reimbursing the Average Manufacturer Price (AMP), which is closer to 

the actual acquisition costs of the drugs, to establish pharmaceutical prices.  In Alabama, the first state to 

adopt use of actual acquisition costs as the benchmark for drug reimbursement rates, savings in the first 

year of implementation are expected to reach six percent ($30 million) of the state’s total pharmacy 

spend.
 xx

  CMS has stated that it intends to undertake a national survey of pharmacies to create a database 

of actual acquisition costs for states this year, but states should not wait on the Federal government.  

Governors considering immediate formulary reviews should begin with high-volume and high-margin 

Medicaid prescriptions.
 
 

 

To stem further increases in state pharmacy costs, governors could also implement generic substitution 

laws that require pharmacists to substitute a generic drug for a brand-name medication, if the prescriber 

did not specify that the brand-name drug should be dispensed.  Thirty eight states and the District of 

Columbia have yet to implement generic substitution laws, and as a result, have 25 percent lower generic 

use rate than the 12 states that did not require patient consent.  If generic substitution laws had been 

implemented nationally in 2011, state Medicaid programs could have saved more than $100 million in 

coverage alone from three top selling medications that are nearing patent protection (Lipitor, Plavix, and 

Xyprexa).  If applied to the entire Medicaid drug formulary, governors could enact tremendous savings 

from generic substation alone.
xxi

 

 

 

Long-Term Structural Change: Update Medicaid Payment Systems to Save Money and Innovate 

 

States have the option to update payment systems to allow for electronic claims submission and 

processing.  Electronic claims processing is essential for the entire healthcare system, McKinsey and 

Company estimates that more than half of the transactions between providers and payers, like Medicaid, 

are still paper-based.  The current annual volume of 2.5 billion claims across the healthcare system leads 

to an estimated administrative waste of $15 billion to $20 billion per year in postage, item processing, and 

accounting.
xxii

 

 

21824



www.AmericanActionForum.org 

 

For State Medicaid programs, electronic processing is essential to efficiently and effectively capture an 

estimated $18.6 billion in annual improper Medicaid payments.
xxiii

  Using advanced statistical modeling 

fraud management programs can identify and investigate suspect electronic claims prior to Medicaid 

making a payment.  This preemptive approach to combating fraud, waste and abuse is less invasive for 

medical providers, reduces staff overhead costs for states, and can better protect sensitive patient 

information. 

 

In addition to the waste and fraud concerns, electronic claims processing will be required for any of the 

innovative healthcare payment reforms like, bundled payment and pay-for-performance.  Governors and 

states interested in launching Medicaid provider pilots or encouraging state providers to pursue 

Accountable Care Organizations designs should begin this initiative immediately. 

 

 

THE CURE: A FIXED DEAL FOR THE NECESSARY REFORM RESOURCES 

 

States should look forward to negotiating a block, or capped, grant from the Federal government to gain 

the financial and regulatory autonomy necessary to carry out meaningful Medicaid reform that addresses 

state-specific needs.  The current waiver system is too time consuming and costly for states to attempt, 

and inhibits innovative reforms that address the pending budgetary nightmare and break down barriers to 

consistent, quality care for the neediest Americans. 

 

A blocked, or capped, wavier provides states with fixed, upfront funding over a predetermined period of 

time.  Preparing to negotiate for the block or capped grant and reaching an agreement to streamline the 

waiver approval process will infuses a sense of urgency into the Medicaid program and enables states to 

unilaterally modify benefits, competitively contract, and pay for performance. The upfront funding 

encourages states to tackle more complex and costly problems through information technology 

investments and process re-engineering, which is central to achieving sustainable Medicaid reform.   

 

In January 2009, Rhode Island took the lead on this aspect of reform and became the first state in the 

nation to cap its entire Medicaid program.  The state received approval to operate the Rhode Island 

Medicaid program under an aggregate budget ceiling of $12.075 billion through 2013. The approved 

Global Consumer Choice Compact Waiver established an expedited 45 day approval process for any 

changes to benefits or the Medicaid program during; set new levels of care for determination of long term 

care eligibility; allowed for benefits in any optional or mandatory program to be customized; placed a 

priority on preventative services; created a healthy choice account to reward healthy behavior; and 

implemented new purchasing strategies that focused on quality and competition. 

 

In the first 18 months of Rhode Island’s global waiver yielded $100 million in savings, staving off 

eligibility limitations.  The state projects that it will have saved $146 million by June 2011 with an 

additional $50 million gained through program integrity efforts and aggressively tracking fraud, waste, 

and abuse.  Concurrent with the substantial savings, new expenditure growth in the Rhode Island 

Medicaid program has declined from over 8 percent to 3 percent in the past 18 months.
xxiv

 

 

Governors have the opportunity to build on Rhode Island’s lead and begin to implement innovative 

Medicaid reform plans that address the short-term and long-term needs of their state.  The time is now to 

prevent state fiscal crises and ensure consistent quality care is available to the neediest Americans. 
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Diana Schwab also commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link.
Date: Friday, August 19, 2011 4:19:54 PM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Diana Schwab also commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Diana wrote: "25 states named in Obamacare lawsuit, Oklahoma is not one
of them. Why?" 

See the comment thread

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

Thanks,
The Facebook Team

See Comment

The message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future or have your email address used for friend suggestions, you can unsubscribe. Facebook, Inc. P.O.
Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Govenor Fallin: 

Governor Info 
disband the council 

Tuesday, April 05, 2011 8:30:03 PM 

As a votor and delegate of Logan County, I voted for you to get in here and make some changes. 
thought you would vote against Obamacare, and I see that you are in favor of it. I also see that you 
said you would disband the Council for Ethnic Americans - I hope you follow through with your 
promise. I as a voter am asking you to vote down Obamacare and to get rid of this Council. 

I am watching closely, and I will take notice in how you handle these situations. I am a member of 
many groups and we want you to get tough like Oklahoman's can and get this state back on track and 
get this country back on track. 

Concerned Citizen, 
Sheila Briesch 
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: District 2 State Representative John Bennett
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 2:35:00 PM

http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/news/article_50fb54b6-3918-11e2-8c0c-
001a4bcf6878.html

Bennett agrees with Fallin’s
decision on Medicaid

Submitted photo

District 2 State Representative John Bennett

Bennett

Posted: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 11:00 pm | Updated: 11:03 pm, Tue Nov 27, 2012.

Bennett agrees with Fallin’s decision on Medicaid

Posted on November 27, 2012

President Barack Obama signed the law on March 23, 2010 — marking the most significant overhaul of the U.S.

healthcare system since passage of Medicare and Medicaid during the 1960s.
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“It is my firm belief the PPACA will decrease the quality of healthcare across the United States while contributing

to the nation’s growing deficit crisis,” Fallin said in a press release.

State Rep. John Bennett (R-Sallisaw), who represents 21 of 26 precincts in Sequoyah County, backed Fallin’s

decision.

“I’m proud of Gov. Fallin and the House and Senate leadership for voicing their opposition to the exchange,”

Bennett said. “There is a huge strain on the state budget with Medicaid right now, so Gov. Fallin’s decision to not

expand Medicaid at this time is a great decision.”

Bennett considers Medicare a federal overreach.

That’s despite Bennett’s 17-year-old daughter, being a direct beneficiary of the Medicaid program for several

years, according to a court document received from Perry County, Mo.

Bennett said he had no knowledge his daughter was on Missouri’s “MC+” or Medicaid Plus.

“I had no idea what she or her mother were doing,” he said, “and that she (his daughter) qualified for it.”

But, in an action brought by Bennett in 2008, an Oct. 22, 2010, Judgment Establishing Paternity Custody and

Support was filed stating his daughter is enrolled in Medicaid.

Section 7 states: “The minor child is currently covered by MC+. Respondent [the child’s mother] will continue to

enroll the minor child in MC+ as long as she qualifies for the program. The parties will split any non-covered

medical expenses 50/50.”

In Section 9, it states Bennett “is not employed but is disabled.”

Although the court document states differently, Bennett said he still pays child support.

The paperwork that states in Section 6, “No child support is ordered and support under the Administrative Order

No. 60361344 is terminated. All child support arrearages, if any, are forgiven. Administrative Order No. 60361344

shall be modified to so reflect said change.”

In Missouri, Medicaid Plus benefits include medical care. The program covers dental and vision screenings,

prescriptions and other health-related services.

Eligibility provisions include that the child must be under the age of 19. A state agency called the Family Support

Division determines such eligibility. A caseworker gathers information such as income and a client’s monthly

budget.

Bennett said most of his constituents don’t want federally mandated healthcare.

“I don’t want to take money away from other core services such as education,” Bennett said. “I’m not against

Medicaid. I’m against Medicaid expansion, and I think it needs reform.”

Despite that, according to data the Oklahoma Health Care Authority provided, currently 12,264 people, or more

than 37 percent, of Sequoyah County residents are on SoonerCare (Oklahoma’s version of Medicaid).

In the entire state of Oklahoma, there were 777,876 enrollees as of the latest data collected in October 2012.

“We stand ready to help and support the governor and other state leaders meet the healthcare needs of our

citizens,” Mike Fogarty, CEO of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, said.

“We are looking forward to being part of an Oklahoma-based healthcare reform initiative,” Fogarty added. “In fact,

it is the agency’s statutory mission to recommend strategies to improve access and quality of healthcare.”

Fallin said expanding Medicaid is unaffordable, costing Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,

with escalating expenses in the years to follow that. She went so far as to call the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act “an entitlement program.”

Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John Doak has also supported Fallin’s decision, but several Democrats in the

state Legislature were disappointed with the governor’s choice.

“I have two concerns,” said State Rep. Ed Cannaday (D-Porum). “One is will the attorney general’s (Scott Pruitt)

approach to this be successful and, two, that we don’t want any federal oversight and involvement in our

healthcare.”

Cannaday is worried the money, that would have gone to support healthcare initiatives in Oklahoma, will end up

as part of an exchange in a neighboring state.

If Fallin had agreed to Medicaid expansion, more than 200,000 additional Oklahoma men, women and children

would have been eligible for healthcare coverage.

Healthcare exchange money has been reported at $54 million for Oklahoma, which would include operating

expenses.

“Because other states around the country have decided to seek healthcare coverage for their citizens,” Scott

Inman (D-Del City) said. “Oklahoma Republican leaders created a situation where Oklahoma tax dollars will be

sent to other places to insure their citizens.”

Cannaday said it is unreasonable to fight the decision since the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is “the

law of the land.”

In a letter to Secretary of Health and Human Resources Kathleen Sebelius, Fallin said, “there are viable market-

based solutions that can be found to facilitate greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.”

Fallin said she hopes to engage in talks with Sebelius about healthcare reform, “creating efficiencies and

empowering individuals to take responsibility for their own health.”
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From: Brandi Biesiadecki
To: Governor Info
Subject: Do NOT accept ObamaCare related funding
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:31:08 AM

Gov. Fallin,
I have been made aware that you may no longer have a spirit of serving your people of Oklahoma. By
that I mean, you are considering ObamaCare--an Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion.  This is
alarming to say the least.  Dear Governor, please don't give in to the high and lofty persuasive powers
that are greedily and expeditiously eroding our nation.  Overall our pride of America is gone; hard,
honest work is longer valued; government is stretching its hand too far.  Please, please, please don't
lead Oklahoma down this same socialistic path.  We want to be governed separately as a State with our
conservative, constitutional values and with the fear of the Lord. 

I am praying for you Gov. Fallin.  Please keep your mind clear and your heart led by the Lord in
protecting our State. 

Sincerely,
Brandi Biesiadecki
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Do States Have Standing to Challenge the Individual Mandate?
Date: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 7:10:29 AM
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Doak Supports Gov. Fallin’s Decision to
Reject a State-Based Exchange

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak announced Monday that he
backs Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision not to pursue a state-based health insurance exchange for
Oklahoma.

“I fully support the Governor’s choice to forego a state-based exchange,” said Doak. “Oklahomans
have been very clear about Obamacare. They don’t want it. An overwhelming majority, 65 percent,
voted to outlaw individual mandates in 2010. That opposition is just as strong today. In the past
two weeks, my office has been flooded with calls from concerned citizens who say they are
adamantly against a state-based exchange. I think we should listen to them.”

Commissioner Doak also said he supports Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s pending lawsuit
challenging the implementation of certain provisions of Obamacare.

“Attorney General Pruitt’s lawsuit gives me great hope,” said Doak. “It could deal a serious blow to
the future of this overreaching law. Obamacare puts the nation’s fiscal stability at risk and violates
the rights of individuals and states. We all agree that our health insurance system needs
improvement, but we need to come up with state-based health care solutions that improve the lives
of Oklahoma families without sacrificing their individual liberties.”

For more information contact:

Kelly Collins, Public Information Manager

(405) 522-0683

Kelly.Collins@oid.ok.gov

ABOUT THE OKLAHOMA INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 

The Oklahoma Insurance Department, an agency of the State of Oklahoma, is responsible for the
education and protection of the insurance-buying public and for oversight of the insurance industry in the
state.
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Doak Supports Gov. Fallin’s Decision to
Reject a State-Based Exchange

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak announced Monday that he
backs Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision not to pursue a state-based health insurance exchange for
Oklahoma.

“I fully support the Governor’s choice to forego a state-based exchange,” said Doak. “Oklahomans
have been very clear about Obamacare. They don’t want it. An overwhelming majority, 65 percent,
voted to outlaw individual mandates in 2010. That opposition is just as strong today. In the past
two weeks, my office has been flooded with calls from concerned citizens who say they are
adamantly against a state-based exchange. I think we should listen to them.”

Commissioner Doak also said he supports Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s pending lawsuit
challenging the implementation of certain provisions of Obamacare.

“Attorney General Pruitt’s lawsuit gives me great hope,” said Doak. “It could deal a serious blow to
the future of this overreaching law. Obamacare puts the nation’s fiscal stability at risk and violates
the rights of individuals and states. We all agree that our health insurance system needs
improvement, but we need to come up with state-based health care solutions that improve the lives
of Oklahoma families without sacrificing their individual liberties.”

For more information contact:

Kelly Collins, Public Information Manager

(405) 522-0683

Kelly.Collins@oid.ok.gov

ABOUT THE OKLAHOMA INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 

The Oklahoma Insurance Department, an agency of the State of Oklahoma, is responsible for the
education and protection of the insurance-buying public and for oversight of the insurance industry in the
state.
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Doak Supports Gov. Fallin’s Decision to
Reject a State-Based Exchange

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John D. Doak announced Monday that he
backs Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision not to pursue a state-based health insurance exchange for
Oklahoma.

“I fully support the Governor’s choice to forego a state-based exchange,” said Doak. “Oklahomans
have been very clear about Obamacare. They don’t want it. An overwhelming majority, 65 percent,
voted to outlaw individual mandates in 2010. That opposition is just as strong today. In the past
two weeks, my office has been flooded with calls from concerned citizens who say they are
adamantly against a state-based exchange. I think we should listen to them.”

Commissioner Doak also said he supports Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s pending lawsuit
challenging the implementation of certain provisions of Obamacare.

“Attorney General Pruitt’s lawsuit gives me great hope,” said Doak. “It could deal a serious blow to
the future of this overreaching law. Obamacare puts the nation’s fiscal stability at risk and violates
the rights of individuals and states. We all agree that our health insurance system needs
improvement, but we need to come up with state-based health care solutions that improve the lives
of Oklahoma families without sacrificing their individual liberties.”

For more information contact:

Kelly Collins, Public Information Manager

(405) 522-0683

Kelly.Collins@oid.ok.gov

ABOUT THE OKLAHOMA INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 

The Oklahoma Insurance Department, an agency of the State of Oklahoma, is responsible for the
education and protection of the insurance-buying public and for oversight of the insurance industry in the
state.
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Health Policy Matters

Friday, January, 6, 2012

Doctors Going Broke, Health Costs Rising,
Mandate Was a Mistake
By Grace-Marie Turner

A news article on CNN Money warns that a growing number of

doctors in independent practices are barely able to pay their

bills and many are thinking of leaving practice altogether.

"Doctors in America are harboring an embarrassing secret:

Many of them are going broke," the article reports, giving a

new definition to medical bankruptcy. "This quiet reality, which

is spreading nationwide, is claiming a wide range of casualties,

including family physicians, cardiologists and oncologists."

Doctors especially fear the pending cuts to Medicare, which

Congress keeps patching every few months with a "doc fix."

But other reimbursement cuts and rising practice costs already

are putting many of them in a cash crunch.

Dr. Mike Gorman, a family physician in Logandale, Nev., told

CNN Money "Doctors don't want to talk about being in debt"

but said that if he is going to keep his practice running and

pay his five employees, he must change strategies to deal with

his rising business expenses and falling reimbursements.

"I will see more patients, but I won't check all of their

complaints at one time," he explained. "If I do, insurance will

bundle my reimbursement into one payment." Patients will

have to make repeat visits -- an arrangement that he

acknowledges is "inconvenient."

"This system pits doctor against patient," he said. "But it's the

only way to beat the system and get paid."

The future is here sooner than we had feared. Chief Medicare

actuary Rick Foster warned of exactly this scenario when he

predicted that if the $575 billion in cuts to Medicare in

ObamaCare take effect, as many as 40 percent of doctors and
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others treating Medicare patients would be forced to go out of

business or stop seeing Medicare patients.

If we are going to keep committed, experienced physicians

from retiring early or taking another job where they stop

practicing medicine, we must free doctors from oppressive

price controls and expensive regulations that are choking their

practices.

Health costs are rising. But we have a cheery op-ed in

today's Washington Post by Health Secretary Kathleen

Sebelius: "The Affordable Care Act, helping Americans curb

health-care costs."

She claims that ObamaCare is helping to lower health costs

"in three ways: by increasing insurance-market competition,

assisting those who can't afford coverage, and tackling the

underlying cost of medical care."

The law is doing exactly the opposite, as I argue in an article,

"ObamaCare sends costs skyrocketing." I remind people that

the president repeatedly promised the American people he

would cut a typical family's premium $2,500 a year before the

end of his first term. But costs are rising now even faster than

before the law was enacted in March 2010.

A Kaiser Family Foundation survey found that premiums for a

family policy topped $15,000 a year in 2011, increasing an

average of $1,300 in the last year -- three times faster than the

year before.

The many ObamaCare mandates to come will raise premiums

even further. Health insurance is consuming a bigger share of

employer budgets, pre-empting pay raises and pushing higher

costs onto employees, the Kaiser survey found.

The premium increases reflect the law's early provisions, such

as "free" preventive care and adding "children" up to age 26 to

their parents' policies. Consumers may like these features, but

they come at a cost.

A number of factors contribute to rising health costs, but the

mandates, taxes and regulations in the health law are

accelerating the trend. The $500 billion in new taxes in the law

will further fuel premium increases, including a new tax on

health insurance that took effect January 1.

Analysts at the Congressional Budget Office estimate that the

average policy for those who get health insurance through the

workplace will cost $20,000 a year for a family of four by the

year 2016. Millions of Americans who buy insurance on their

own will pay at least $2,100 a year more for their policies than

if the law had not passed, CBO says. And obtaining health

insurance will not be optional since everyone will be required

to have coverage or pay a fine.
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Facts are stubborn things. The American people know their

health costs are rising, despite Sec. Sebelius' claims to the

contrary, and ObamaCare will only make it worse.

Notable and quotable. One of the most quotable -- and

knowledgeable -- experts on health policy in the country is

Princeton Professor Paul Starr, a long-time advisor to Hillary

Clinton and more recently to President Obama. He has an

article this week in The New Republic where he forcefully

argues, "The Health Care Mandate Really Was a Mistake."

"Democrats managed to get themselves the

worst possible result: a law that enflames the

opposition on the basis of overreaching federal

power but may not work in practice because

there is no real power behind it," he writes.

"Whether or not the Court strikes it down, the

individual mandate has been one of the most

serious political and policy mistakes of recent

decades."

Prof. Starr demonstrated his scholarship on health policy 30

years ago when he wrote The Social Transformation of
American Medicine: The rise of a sovereign profession and the
making of a vast industry, for which he won the Pulitzer Prize.

One quote from that book is extremely revealing in explaining

the expansion of political control over the health sector. He

details how politicians have been seeking to "gain the gratitude

and good will of the sick and their families" in a century-long

effort, starting with German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck.

Again to quote Starr:

"Political leaders since Bismarck seeking to

strengthen the state or to advance their own or

their party's interests have used insurance

against the costs of sickness as a means of

turning benevolence to power."

Looking ahead in 2012. The health overhaul law may be on

the books in the U.S., but the battle is far from over.

All eyes are on the Supreme Court, with arguments scheduled

March 26-28 and a decision likely by the end of June.

We must be prepared for many scenarios: If the court throws

out the whole law (least likely), then conservatives, including

state leaders, must be ready instantly to gain public support

for their replacement strategy. If the court upholds the law or

postpones a decision, then the battle will move to the

November elections -- the last stronghold before the law takes
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effect.

Or it could throw out parts of the law, leaving states,

companies, and everyone else in a state of confusion over

what's next. The House would vote again to repeal the whole

law as unfixable and then take targeted votes, possibly gaining

support by enough Democrats in the Senate who are up for

reelection.

Ways and Means Chairman Dave Camp has had notable

success in gaining bi-partisan support for repealing parts of

the law. (Jennifer Haberkorn has a piece in PolitoPro with

details. Watch Politico for the article to be posted soon.)

Whatever happens, Congress will continue to engage with

hearings and repeal votes. Expect much more activity this year

in this step-by-step march to repeal.

All hands on deck. We have been busy over the holidays

writing a number of new articles worthy of your attention,

linked in the sidebar:

In an article entitled "Big Brother Is Watching Your

Doctor" at Forbes.com, I describe how government

agents are "visiting" doctors' offices to "suggest" how they

should practice medicine. Frightening. Billions of taxpayer

dollars are being poured into efforts to push doctors

toward the one-size-fits-none medicine that Americans

fear.

(I have been invited to write a regular column for

Forbes.com so watch for much more!)

We also submitted comments to HHS complaining about

an obscure and complex regulation that threatens to

suffocate Health Savings Accounts. For more detail, check

out the new paper by HSA guru Roy Ramthun explaining

the impact. Here is a link to our comment.

HSAs just can't fit into ObamaCare's government-knows-

best box. If the rules aren't amended (or the law isn't

thrown out), health insurers will be forced to simply stop

offering these policies -- policies which offer the best hope

of containing costs and giving people incentives to be

partners in managing their health care and health

spending.

This is the year that counts. We need all hands on deck in

defense of liberty!

back to top 

CLIP OF THE WEEK
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Joe Antos on the Diane Rehm Show
Joe Antos of the American Enterprise Institute discusses essential health benefits and what it means for

consumer choice, quality of care, and legal challenges to the law. 

Listen now >>

GALEN IN THE NEWS

Big Brother Is Watching Your Doctor
Grace-Marie Turner
Forbes.com, 01/05/12

A government report is in detailing the $1.1 billion in early spending on "comparative effectiveness

research" (CER) by the Obama administration, and it shows the government already is setting up the

systems to direct doctors to practice Washington-approved medicine. For example, a grant for $35

million went to pay government officials to visit doctors' offices to tell them which treatments the

Department of Health and Human Services recommends. A new agency, the Patient-Centered

Outcomes Research Institute, will continue to hand out government funding for CER research, with one-

fifth of its $500 million annual budget automatically going to HHS to support more government detailing

work and "disseminate" government recommended treatment information to doctors. This is particularly

alarming because we are entering an era of personalized medicine. Newer drugs, particularly the

biologics that can be tailored to an individual's particular genetic code, are unlikely to be on the

government's recommended lists. Government CER sounds like a progressive solution, but it is actually

a frightening move that puts government detailers between patients and doctors and favors one-size-

fits-none cost cutting over continued medical progress. 

Read More »

ObamaCare sends costs skyrocketing
Grace-Marie Turner
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 01/03/12

The health overhaul law is driving up health-insurance costs for businesses and consumers and will

inflict even higher costs on American taxpayers in the years ahead. A Kaiser Family Foundation survey

found that premiums for a family policy increased an average of $1,300 in the last year -- three times

faster than the year before. We needed health reform, but the Affordable Care Act tried to do too much

too fast and it is backfiring in its goals. It's time to head back to the negotiating table and get this right to

save consumers, businesses and taxpayers from the law's calamitous costs. 

Read More »

Comments to the Department of Health and Human Services on Medical
Loss Ratio Requirements
Galen Institute, 01/05/12

The MLR rules as drafted discriminate against Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) and similar high-

deductible health plans in a number of ways. These accounts provide employers, employees, and

individuals with an option to purchase coverage with a larger deductible so that the polices function more

like traditional "insurance" -- covering medical expenses above a certain threshold. Policy holders save

money because the premiums are generally lower than those for comprehensive health insurance. The

Galen Institute respectfully requests that HHS exempt HSAs and other high-deductible health plans from

the MLR requirement and that they ask the National Association of Insurance Commissioners to develop

recommendations that would accommodate their unique financing arrangements. 

Read More »
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Ryan-Wyden: The Best Medicare Proposal Yet
Grace-Marie Turner
National Review Online: Critical Condition, 12/16/11

The Ryan-Wyden plan would move Medicare to a more modern defined-benefit program and give

seniors a choice of competing plans -- plans that would have an incentive to innovate and produce the

best care at the best prices. Everyone would be guaranteed coverage, including traditional Medicare,

and lower-income seniors would get extra help, including a funded account for out-of-pocket expenses.

Prices would be determined by the marketplace, not Washington's price controls. It also creates a path

to a more seamless transition from job-based private insurance to Medicare. Importantly, the Ryan-

Wyden plan builds on the structure that has had bipartisan support for more than a decade and which

virtually everyone who has studied Medicare reform agrees is the platform to save the program from

bankruptcy and from bankrupting the federal government. 

Read More »
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Paul Starr, The New Republic, 01/02/12
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From: Philip Bundy
To: Governor Info
Subject: Don"t be a rino
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 11:03:58 AM

As politely as I possibly can, I would like to ask that Gov. Mary Fallin please quit
being a RINO! 

Where is the fight against Obamacare?

Why did you accept Obamacare money?

Where is the fight for lower taxes?

I could go on, but really, I think your smart enough to get my point, & either you
will hear me, or you will continue on your own path. 

It's as simple as this. Listen to Oklahoman's that elected you, & you can be governor
for a very long time. Ignore us, & you will not be governor longer than one term. I
don't know how to make it simpler for you.

I'm glad I'm an American, I'm glad I'm free.
But I wish I was a dog, & Obama was a tree!
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From: Nathan
To: Governor Info
Subject: Don"t create the state exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:29:06 AM

Governor Fallin,
Please forgive the brevity of my email. I am sure you receive many, and I want to keep this short so
that you may find the time to read it.

As a small business owner with 57 employees, I find my company and the jobs of those employees
threatened by the atrocity that is "Obamacare" which now looms over the horizon. Please, please, stand
up to the socialism that is heading our way. Do not create the exchange. Oklahomans will support you.
If you need me to, I will be happy to gather every name in the state to empower you to fight the bullies
that our federal government has become.

Please know that I believe you are doing and excellent job in leading the state, and as long as you
continue to stand for the constitution, I will support you any way that I can.

I will be happy to start a petition if you require it, just let me know.
Thank you for your time. 

Nathan Ebberts
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: draft - joint press release on exchanges
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:28:05 PM

Does this look OK?
 
Want to send to speaker, PPT, Doak for quotes.
 
 
 

State Leaders: Compromise Reached on Oklahoma-
based Health Insurance Exchange

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing a
compromise has been reached regarding the framework for an Oklahoma-based Health
Insurance Exchange.  The leaders announced the state will not accept a $54 million Early
Innovator Grant but instead will work to secure state funds to help design and implement the
information technology structure of the health insurance exchange.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “This agreement addresses concerns raised by the Senate while
definitively laying out the framework for what has been our goal all along:  preventing
Washington from forcing a federally designed exchange on Oklahoma. This agreement is the
first step in designing a free market-based exchange that will empower consumers by
providing a place for families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health
insurance plans.”
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: draft - joint press release on exchanges
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:28:05 PM

Does this look OK?
 
Want to send to speaker, PPT, Doak for quotes.
 
 
 

State Leaders: Compromise Reached on Oklahoma-
based Health Insurance Exchange

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing a
compromise has been reached regarding the framework for an Oklahoma-based Health
Insurance Exchange.  The leaders announced the state will not accept a $54 million Early
Innovator Grant but instead will work to secure state funds to help design and implement the
information technology structure of the health insurance exchange.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “This agreement addresses concerns raised by the Senate while
definitively laying out the framework for what has been our goal all along:  preventing
Washington from forcing a federally designed exchange on Oklahoma. This agreement is the
first step in designing a free market-based exchange that will empower consumers by
providing a place for families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health
insurance plans.”
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Jarred Brejcha; "Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov"
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: draft - joint press release
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 12:01:24 PM

Sorry this wasn’t done beforehand.  Please review – also need a quote from Mr. Speaker.
 
Thanks.
 
 

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma
Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing
that Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the
establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. 
 
Working together, leaders were able to address concerns expressed by some by adding
specific safeguards into the legislation that will prevent the implementation of a federal health
care exchange while creating an Oklahoma-based health insurance network.  The Health
Insurance Private Enterprise Network, based on a model by the conservative Heritage
Foundation and legislation passed by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2009, will increase access
to affordable, private, portable health insurance plans through a free market-based network
that offers choice and competition to consumers.  The network will be governed by a board
consisting of a majority of members from the private sector and chaired by the Insurance
Commissioner.  The network will be funded through state or private resources. The state will
not accept the $54 million Early Innovator Grant.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “I’m pleased to announce this agreement that accomplishes my
goal from the very beginning:  stopping the implementation the president’s federal health
care exchange in Oklahoma. We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict
safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange while
definitively laying out the framework for a free market-based network that will empower
consumers by providing a place for individuals, families and small businesses to shop for
affordable, quality health insurance plans.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman:  “This private enterprise network not only
offers the people of Oklahoma more options when buying insurance, it will serve as a
defensive strategy that protects Oklahoma from the federal healthcare law.  This is
Oklahoma’s solution and federalism at work.  Our plan is based on the principals of the free
market; it will not limit participation, it will increase competition among private plans and
offer consumers the ability to shop for their best option.” 
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______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: draft 2 - exchange joint release
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:26:59 AM

Please review.
 
 

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma-
based Health Insurance Exchange

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing
an agreement has been reached regarding the framework for an Oklahoma-based Health
Insurance Exchange. 
 
The leaders announced new legislation that specifically states Oklahoma’s health insurance
exchange will be based on free-market principles in order to increase access and enhance
competition for families and small business in the health insurance markets.  The bill also
states the Oklahoma-based exchange is being created to prevent the establishment of a
federal health insurance exchange in Oklahoma and that funding for the design and
implementation of the exchange will come from state resources.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “This agreement addresses concerns raised by the Senate while
definitively laying out the framework for what has been our goal all along:  preventing
Washington from forcing a federally designed exchange on Oklahoma. This agreement
strengthens our efforts to design a free market-based exchange that will empower consumers
by providing a place for families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health
insurance plans.”
 
(Speaker, PPT, Doak quotes)
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: draft 2 - exchange joint release
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 8:27:00 AM

Please review.
 
 

State Leaders: Agreement Reached on Oklahoma-
based Health Insurance Exchange

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing
an agreement has been reached regarding the framework for an Oklahoma-based Health
Insurance Exchange. 
 
The leaders announced new legislation that specifically states Oklahoma’s health insurance
exchange will be based on free-market principles in order to increase access and enhance
competition for families and small business in the health insurance markets.  The bill also
states the Oklahoma-based exchange is being created to prevent the establishment of a
federal health insurance exchange in Oklahoma and that funding for the design and
implementation of the exchange will come from state resources.
 
Governor Mary Fallin:  “This agreement addresses concerns raised by the Senate while
definitively laying out the framework for what has been our goal all along:  preventing
Washington from forcing a federally designed exchange on Oklahoma. This agreement
strengthens our efforts to design a free market-based exchange that will empower consumers
by providing a place for families and small businesses to shop for affordable, quality health
insurance plans.”
 
(Speaker, PPT, Doak quotes)
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: DRAFT email re Account Search
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 3:54:40 PM

Please let me know if the search terms are acceptable.  Thank you!
 
 
Drew,
 
We appreciate your quick response and willingness to provide assistance with this task.  Please
search all email accounts within this office for the terms listed below.  Also, please include all email
accounts that have originated within this office since January 2011 – i.e. past and present
employees.
 
During our phone conversation, you mentioned that you would check to see if your group has the
capacity to search our I Drive as well.  Do you have an update on this?  Lastly, do you have an
estimated time frame of how long this will take?
 
 
Search Terms

·         Obamacare
·         Health exchange
·         Health insurance exchange
·         Healthcare Exchange
·         State-based exchange
·         Affordable Healthcare Act
·         PPACA
·         Expansion of Medicaid
·         Early Innovator
·         All emails sent or received during the month of November 2012
 

 
 
Thank you for your assistance with this.
 
Best,
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
To: Alex Pettit; Andrew Silvestri; Buffy Heater; Cindy Roberts; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; John Doak; Cox-Kain, Julie;

Howard Hendrick; John Calabro; Katie Altshuler; Lieser, Derek G.; Mike Rhoads; Rich Edwards; Steve Buck;
Terri White; Trait Thompson; jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov

Cc: Lieser, Derek G.
Subject: DRAFT Stakeholder Mtg. Agenda
Date: Thursday, March 10, 2011 4:59:30 PM
Attachments: OHX Stakeholder Agenda - March 2011.doc

RE:  DRAFT Stakeholder Agenda, Comment & review by COB – 03/11/11

<<OHX Stakeholder Agenda - March 2011.doc>>

Steering Committee/Advisory Committee Members: 

For your comment and review, attached is a draft of the General Stakeholder Meeting &
Breakout sessions scheduled for Wednesday, March 16.   Please respond with any
comments you may have by Close of Business on Friday, March 11, 2011.

Thank you

S. Nicole Prieto Johns, MPA | Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange Grant | Project Manager |

1000 NE 10th Street, Suite 355, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 | Bus.  405.271.9444 x 56479| Cell  4  | E-mail
NicolePJ@health.ok.gov
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Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange


General Stakeholder Meeting

		Wednesday, March 16, 2011


10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.



		ODMHSAS Training Center


Rose Rock Conference Room


2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 1F


Oklahoma City, OK  73107




		Exchange Project Managers:


Derek Lieser


Nicole Prieto Johns







General Stakeholder Meeting Agenda

I. Welcome / Opening Remarks 

Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange / Call to Stakeholders   

a) Secretary of Health and Human Services – Dr. Terry Cline

b) Insurance Commissioner – John Doak

c) CEO Health Care Authority – Mike Fogarty

II. Stakeholder Participation

d) Review of Key Advisory Groups – Nicole Prieto Johns & Derek Lieser 

e) Discuss break-out sessions

III. Adjournment of General Stakeholder Meeting


15 Minute Break: 11:15 – 11:30


Advisory Workgroup Breakout Sessions


Break-out Session Locations in Shepherd Mall (11:30-12:30)

· Governance & Administrative Structure:  ODMHSAS Training Center -Rose Rock Room


· Carrier & Plan Selection:  ODMHSAS Training Center – Granite Room


· Education & Marketing:  ODMHSAS Training Center -  Sandstone Room


· Enrollment, Eligibility Process & Infrastructure: Credit Union Conference Room


· Financial Management & Premium Development: WIC Conference Room


·  Information Technology:  HP Board Room






From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee ( ; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: draft: exchange/medicaid press release
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 1:09:38 PM

Draft of exchange/medicaid expansion press release. We have not reached a decision on timing. Still
waiting on some policy content in last paragraph.
 

Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would
not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid
expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue
burden on taxpayers or to the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief
that the ACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care
across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
Nevertheless, the ACA remains the law of the land, and Oklahoma has now been placed in a
highly undesirable position by the Obama Administration. We are being asked either to join
the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by creating a state based exchange
approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal
government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that
voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question 756 in 2010. 
 
As I do not believe an ACA-compliant state based exchange will further the health care goals
of the state of Oklahoma, and because our citizens have spoken loudly and clearly on this
issue, I have today informed the federal government that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the
creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
expansion would increase the burden on our state budget and would further our reliance on
federal money that may or may not be available in the future. Massive new costs associated
with the Medicaid expansion would also require cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient.
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt ongoing legal
challenge of the ACA. Our second, and equally important task, will be to pursue state-based
solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high quality health care in
the private sector [looking for more concrete language from Health Dept/policy shop].  I look
forward to working with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue
Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:17:00 PM

This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about so maybe
that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma would not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the proposed Medicaid expansion
under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to
both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to
increase access to health care, lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing
an undue burden on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and regulatory
restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made worse by the 1,000 plus
page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the future of Oklahoma’s health care
policy is a complex one.  The decision, for instance, to either create a state-based exchange
that is compliant with the ACA, or to let the federal government run one of its own designs,
requires a large amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It continues
to be disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable position. As I
have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both unworkable and unaffordable.
The people of Oklahoma have also overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA
through their support of State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to
mandate the purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a choice. We are
being asked to either join the federal government in helping to implement the ACA by
creating an exchange approved by the Obama Administration, or else to accept one created
and run by the federal government. While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the
state of Oklahoma does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and
staff to designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and regulations
within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an exchange of its own
making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the federal government today that
Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that Oklahoma will
not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an
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expansion would be unaffordable and threaten other vital state services by permanently
committing the state of Oklahoma to annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each
year. Expenses of that magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government
priorities, such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have
criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through the appropriate legal
channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed a lawsuit challenging the legality
of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported by my office. Our second, and equally
important goal, will be to pursue state-based solutions that offer families better access to
more affordable and high quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working
with legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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  OOkkllaahhoommaa  HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  EExxcchhaannggee  SStteeeerriinngg  CCoommmmiitttteeee  
 

 
 

 

Thursday, March 10, 2011 
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

  

OSDH / Rm. 307 
Dr. Otho Whiteneck Boardroom 

1000 NE 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK  73117 

  

Exchange Project Managers: 
Derek Lieser 

Nicole Prieto Johns  

 
 
 
 

A g e n d a  

I. Welcome – Julie Cox-Kain 

II. Discussion of Project Charter – Julie Cox-Kain 

III. Discussion of HUB Bill, HB2130– Katie Altshuler 

IV. Exchange Business Process Flowchart – Derek and Nicole  
 

V. Exchange Assumptions Review – Buffy Heater 
a) Key considerations 
b) Design options   

VI. Stakeholder Meeting: March 16, 2011 – Derek and Nicole  
a) Proposed Agenda 
b) Organizational meetings for workgroups 

VII. Next Steering Committee Meeting – Derek and Nicole  
c) March 17, 2011 – 1pm OSDH 
d) Call for agenda Items for next meeting 

VIII. Adjournment  
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From: SRN Insider
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: Dreams from His Brother
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2012 8:51:02 AM

Can't see this email well? View the web version.

In My Opinion

SRN Talkers

SRN Correspondents

Featured Articles

Most Watched

SRN NEWS Quickhits

Political Cartoons

The Weekly Feed

August 22, 2012

Dreams from His Brother
By: Lee Habeeb

You would think the media would be crawling all over a rich-man-poor-man story like this. One brother is poor

and lives in Africa. The other is rich and lives in America. One lives in a shanty in a slum in Nairobi on dollars a

month. The other lives at the most exclusive address in the world — 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. Sound like a

fictional Hollywood screenplay, one the Left would eat up?

How To Save America's Health Care Safety Net

 target=_blank
By: Scott W. Atlas, M.D.

Much has already been written about the divergent views of President Obama and

Governor Romney on health care reform. More than a difference in details,

though, this issue, newly thrust into the spotlight with Paul Ryan’s selection by Mitt

Romney, embodies a fundamental difference between the candidates.President

Obama believes in bigger government programs, funded by more taxes, with more

control entrusted to the federal government to determine costs and access.

Governor Romney believes in competition from the private sector and trusts

individual Americans with the power and the right to choose for themselves and

their families.

Advertisement

Bill Bennett Mike Gallagher Dennis Prager Michael Medved Hugh Hewitt
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Byron York spoke with

James Capretta,

Fellow at the Ethics

and Public Policy

Center, former

Associate Director of

OMB and co-author of

“Why Obamacare is

Wrong For America”.

Mike thinks we should

stop obsessing about

the Todd Aiken story

and move on, letting

the voters of Missouri

make the ultimate

decision in the voting

booth. Is he right?

Charlie Sykes sits in

for Dennis. Journalists

don’t know they’re

biased… just like fish

don’t know they’re

wet. Charlie talks

about media bias, and

how Congressman

Todd Akin’s comments

intersect with the

Presidential Race.

Occupy Leader Mike

Golash wants a

Communist

Government

Hugh takes calls

about Rep. Todd

Akin’s decision to stay

in the race and calls

for him to get out.

Greg Clugston

White House

Correspondent

SRN Correspondent Greg Clugston

keeps you informed about all the news

coming from the White House.

Linda Kenyon

Capitol Hill

Correspondent (Senate)

Reporting from Capitol Hill, Linda

Kenyon has updates on what's going

on in the Senate.

Wally Hindes

Capitol Hill Reporter

SRN Correspondent Wally Hindes

reports the latest events from Capitol

Hill.

Reasons Magazine

The Bipartisan Imperial Presidency
By: Gene Healy

This may be the most important election of our lifetimes, conservative opinion leaders keep insisting. We stand on the precipice

of socialism; we can either plunge over or be led gingerly back from the brink by ... the governor who pioneered the individual

mandate. Oh, and also his running mate, one of "only six Republicans who voted yes on the auto bailout and both bank bailout

votes," as Tim Carney reported yesterday.

USA Today

CDC says U.S. deaths from West Nile virus jump
to 43
By: Elizabeth Weise

The number of West Nile virus cases in the U.S. jumped

dramatically in one week, increasing to 1,118, with 41

deaths, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said

today. The report marks a substantial increase from last

week's tally of 693 cases and 26 deaths. Approximately 75%

of the cases have been in five states: Texas, Mississippi,

Louisiana, South Dakota and Oklahoma, the CDC says.

Texas has been hardest hit, accounting for almost half of all

cases.

Cato Insitute

Defining Ryan
By: Michael D. Tanner

With more than a third of American voters telling pollsters

that they don't yet know enough about Republican vice-

presidential candidate Paul Ryan to have an opinion of him,

the race to define the Republican congressman is fully

joined. Democrats clearly want to paint Ryan as an

unbending ideologue who refuses to compromise and is

unwilling to work with his opponents. Already Obama

campaign adviser David Axelrod has taken to calling Ryan a

"right-wing ideologue" and "quite extreme." President Obama

himself refers to Ryan as "the ideological leader of

Republicans in Congress."
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Atheist group sues over steel
cross at 9/11 memorial

Paul Ryan on the 2012
Campaign

The strange case of Joe Biden

Romney trying to return campaign focus to economy

To Obama, campaign is barely ahead in 4th quarter

Politics by demographics: Obama hunts for votes

Obama campaign now accepting donations via text

Parties' challenge: Make conventions exciting TV

cartoon 8-23-12
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Dear Governor: 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

July 8, 2011 

I want to express my appreciation for the comments we have received from the nation's 
Governors on how we might improve the quality and cost of care for individuals who are eligible 
for both the Medicare and Medicaid programs, known as the "Medicare-Medicaid enrollees" or 
"dual eligibles." As a former Governor, I recognize the cost and health care needs of these 
beneficiaries have been a topic of conversation between States and the Federal government for 
years, and there has never been much progress. Currently, these individuals, numbering over 9 
million, account for 27% of Medicare spending and 39% of Medicaid spending. There is 
significant opportunity for improving and coordinating care and lowering costs. 

As the President has said, we share your concerns about the cost of the Medicaid program and 
are eager to continue working with you to develop models that more effectively and efficient 
meet the health care needs of this population. Governors have provided a number of thoughtful 
suggestions that are helping to shape our thinking and approach as part of a broader agenda to 
improve the care, quality, cost, and health for these citizens. 

One issue on which everyone would agree is that any savings achieved through improvements in 
care and administrative efficiencies should be shared by both States and the Federal government. 
I am pleased to announce today that our Department's Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services is sending a letter to all State Medicaid directors outlining new opportunities to partner 
with States to pursue integration of primary, acute, behavioral health and long term services and 
supports for their Medicare-Medicaid enrollees. Specifically, the letter provides guidance on two 
financial models that States may use to help align the incentives for improving care and lowering 
costs in Medicare and Medicaid. We anticipate that these models will not only improve care for 
this population but will also lower costs. States would be eligible to benefit from savings 
resulting from investments that improve quality and reduce costs for both Medicaid and 
Medicare. 

In closing, I want to assure you that I am keenly aware of how States continue to face critical 
challenges in meeting the needs of some of their most vulnerable citizens with fewer resources. I 
also understand that the flexibilities we can provide will make those challenges easier to meet. 
Consequently, I invite you to continue sharing your thoughts on how we might work together not 
only to improve the quality of care for these individuals but also to provide that care in ways that 
lower costs and help States and the Federal government more effectively manage our resources. 

Kathleen Sebelius 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Nico Gomez 
Katie Altshuler 
Early Innovator Call in Information for First Call - Tomorrow! 
Wednesday, February 16, 2011 3:37:27 PM 

FYI and we will have staff on the call but I am assuming tomorrow we have some additional direction 
on how who we want on these communications going forward. If we need some other folks on the call, 
please let me know and we will accommodate. 

From: Lumsden, Susan (HHS/0010) 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 201 2:32 PM 
To: 'james.jones@dhs.wisconsin.gov'; Leibowitz, Nora; Sheppard, Linda; Stallings, Nicole; 
'emc03@health.state.ny.us'; 'buffy.heater@okhca.org'; 'research.funding@umassmed.edu' 
Cc: McCart, Linda; Smith, Jeanene; Cain, Shawn; 'mike.fogarty@okhca.org'; 
'research.funding@umassmed.edu' 
Subject: Welcome, Congratulations, and Call in Information for First Call - Tomorrow! 

Dear IT Early Innovators, 

Welcome! Congratulations! By now, you should have received your Notice of Grant Award for the IT 
Innovator Grant. You all have been through a very rigorous review process and deserve much 
commendation. You have been awarded Early Innovator funding based on the progress you have made 
in your Exchange planning as well as your unique approach to creating IT solutions for your Exchange, 
and your willingness to share those assets with your peers, creating opportunities for cost efficiencies. 
We are excited about the potential of these cooperative agreements and the difference you will make 
developing an end product that will allow Americans to easily compare and buy insurance that will 
ultimately improve the health outcomes of millions of Americans. You are true leaders! 

As you know this is a Cooperative Agreement which, to us, means a fruitful and productive State
Federal collaboration. CCIIO is also working very closely with the Center for Medicaid, CHIP, and Survey 
and Certification {CMSC), for we know the impact of the Exchange IT System development on the 
Medicaid and CHIP eligibility systems as well as the investment you have made in your MMIS systems. 
We know you are very excited to get started and so are we. Please save the date tomorrow for our first 
call. I will send out the agenda tomorrow morning. 

Again, congratulations and we look very forward to working with you. 

February 17, 2011 
12 PM EST 

Participant passcode 
Replay: Phone: Tfree 

Susan Lumsden 
Center of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight 
Department of Health and Human Services 
{301) 492-4347 

----------------------------------
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
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is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Spangler, Katy (HELP Committee)
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Early Innovator Exchange Grant
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2011 9:33:27 AM

Hello Denise,

I work for Sen. Enzi on the US Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and

Pensions and I am trying to learn more about the early innovator exchange grants

that were recently awarded.  (I’m actually from Tulsa, went to TU, and used to work

for Sen. Nickles before he retired; Josh Trent with Sen. Coburn’s office gave me your

email address.)  Do you have any time later this week or next week to talk with Josh

and me about the Oklahoma exchange? 

Thank you very much,

Katy Spangler
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Early Innovator Grant
Date: Monday, February 14, 2011 7:06:57 PM

Katie,

I hope you don't see this note until Tuesday morning because you are enjoying a pleasant evening with
your valentines. My staff was working on some possible quote material in anticipation of Oklahoma
being awarded the Early Innovator grant. The following four paragraphs seem to potential fit well for
Gov. Fallin's statement. They are for you all to use or discard as you wish. I do have a question for you.
If and when we get media for the OHCA reaction, would you like us to refer comments to the
governor's office or Sec. Cline? If it is ok for us to respond directly, I have included at the end of this
email some of our OHCA potential talking points but they have not been approved or reviewed by Mike
yet. Please let me know your thoughts when you can. Thanks, Nico

Oklahoma was recognized as a leader in the nation for innovative health technology. The Oklahoma
Health Care Authority was awarded a federal grant aimed at providing states with the funding to
develop the needed information technology infrastructure needed for a web-based insurance market.

(Editor's note: the following sentence is from the Governor's State of the State address) Two years ago
Speaker Steele passed legislation authorizing the creation of a website where every health insurance
plan in the state could be compared side by side. In the coming years, we’ll take that idea and build on
it, allowing Oklahoma consumers to actually purchase health insurance through an Oklahoma exchange,
knowing that the plan they’ve chosen has the right benefits at the right price. This federal grant keeps
us moving forward in that direction.

This is an opportunity for Oklahoma to reclaim its own federal tax dollars in order to create an exchange
system for the specific needs of our citizens. To ensure market driven initiatives are central in its
delivery at least 97 percent of the money awarded is designated to go directly towards private contracts
for IT development. I have asked Secretary of Health Terry Cline to review the grant award to ensure
there are no unacceptable strings attached to the money. Once we have this assurance, we can move
forward in partnership with business leaders and state officials in developing a unique system built
specifically by Oklahomans for Oklahomans.

Potential OHCA comments:

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority is proud of the work that has been put in to securing these federal
funds to better the health information technology infrastructure of our state.

The Early Innovators grant is a two-year federal grant awarded to just a few states to develop new
technology for eligibility and enrollment of health insurance.  This IT model should be consumer-based
and cost-effective. These new systems must be able to help reduce costs for taxpayers and the state
government.

The “Early Innovators” grant was awarded to states that showed innovation in making health benefits
easily available. With our SoonerCare online enrollment and Insure Oklahoma premium assistance
programs, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority is uniquely positioned to take full advantage of the Early
Innovator grant.  This will give Oklahoma an advantage in developing of an exchange by Oklahomans
for Oklahomans.
=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
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immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: early innovator grant
Date: Monday, February 21, 2011 11:21:26 AM

Having talked with Coffee and B Downs this morning, I think it might make sense to hold off on the
early innovator grant announcement and roll that into a joint press conference with Steele and
Bingman where we highlight some of the other legislative efforts on health policy as well as the
exchange stuff. Brian was very keen on this idea. I think it makes sense. Are you ok with me working
with Jarred and Brian to set this up?
 
Also, does that affect our visit to the Tulsa World on Thursday? My thought was, if we haven’t made
an announcement concerning the early innovator grant, it still makes sense to just pop in for a
courtesy visit.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Early Innovator Questions
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 11:14:02 AM
Attachments: Tulsa World questions for OHCA 4-8-11.doc
Importance: High

Denise asked me to make sure you saw this and responded… 

----- Original Message -----
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 10:37 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; 'Terry Cline
(TerryC@health.ok.gov)' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz;
'juliek@health.ok.gov' <juliek@health.ok.gov>
Cc: Cindy Roberts <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>; Mike Fogarty
<Mike.Fogarty@okhca.org>; Buffy Heater <Buffy.Heater@okhca.org>
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Questions

I think we are close to having our response completed. Will you please review
this latest draft as soon as possible and let me know if you have any questions or
concerns. I am hoping to send our final response to the reporter by noon today. 

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:54 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'; 'denise.northrup@gov.ok.gov'; 'glenn.coffee@gov.ok.gov';
Terry Cline (TerryC@health.ok.gov); 'Alex Weintz'; 'juliek@health.ok.gov'
Cc: Cindy Roberts; Mike Fogarty; Buffy Heater
Subject: Early Innovator Questions

All~ 

Here is a list of questions (attached and below) we just received from the Tulsa
World related to the Early Innovator grant. We will draft a response for your
review but please understand that your review time might be short. Please let me
know if you have any thoughts or suggestions related to any of the questions as
soon as possible. 

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter [mailto:Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:17 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Instructions for Grantees: Restriction of Funds for IT Innovator
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1. If the legislature does not approve acceptance of the grant, will the state return it to the federal government? At this point, no decision has been made to return the grant. The agency is waiting for state leadership to resolve this issue and provide further direction. We have not drawn any federal funds from this grant and will not make any requests for these funds until the issue is resolved. 

2. What will become of the exchange that is outlined in the grant proposal that the state submitted – will the state continue with its plans along the same lines? Again, the agency is waiting for state leadership to resolve this issue and provide further direction.  

3. Who wrote the grant proposal and when was it submitted? How many state employees are now tasked or assigned to this project?  The grant proposal was written by a team consisting of OHCA staff subject matter experts and was submitted Dec. 22, 2010. The proposal requests 10 full-time employees to be funded by the grant but as of this date, nobody has been hired.

4. The grant application says the exchange ``will expand the population served potentially to every state resident.’’ How would that be? The Oklahoma grant proposal is to build a one-stop resource for any Oklahoman seeking information on affordable health insurance coverage options from both the private and public sector. Regardless of whether the consumer is qualified for coverage through Medicaid, eligible to receive tax credits, or determined to fall outside the assistance capabilities of the Oklahoma Exchange – all consumers will have the ability to learn what is available, as well as details about the plan or plans they may be comparing. Additionally, Oklahoma small businesses may also utilize the Internet functionality as a way to shop and compare high quality health insurance options for employees and their families.

5. The application also appears to call for a network that would hold a Personal Health Record and medical records of people who use the exchange. It also appears to have interfaces with other electronic medical records in the state. This has been publicly discussed as a place people can go to comparison shop for insurance policies. Do you think people are aware that the state is proposing to store medical records in the exchange? There is no proposal to store medical records on the Oklahoma Exchange. There is an option for the consumer to create a Public Health Record that they can choose to share with their medical providers to increase the quality of health care they receive as well as provide better health outcomes.

6. The application also calls for something called an eMPI, an electronic master patient index, to validate patients’ addresses and says “stakeholder entities can use the eMPI key for matching and de-duplicating records in their own internal systems.’’ What sources of data would be kept in this network to identify patients’ addresses? What other agencies would the health benefits exchange interface with to verify identity? The electronic master person index (eMPI) is a component of the Oklahoma proposal where consumers will benefit from a streamlined application process that doesn’t require them to locate and mail extensive paper information. Simply put, instead of consumers being required to mail in tax returns, birth certificates, etc., to verify income and identity, the eMPI will compare their information to data held by the Internal Revenue Service as well as the Social Security Administration and Medicare. At the state level, data will be matched with records through the Oklahoma State Department of Health – Vital Statistics division and the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission. Consumers using the service will receive an eMPI which has been checked for duplication, accuracy and fraud.

For example, a consumer may inadvertently submit multiple Oklahoma Exchange applications for various reasons (i.e. unfamiliarity with the system, connectivity problems, receiving assistance from several sources, etc). The eMPI ensures a single-member-record is kept, reducing duplications and incorrect information. Likewise, methods of fraud and abuse will be deterred as information will be processed through the eMPI software which aims to recognize inaccuracies.  


Another example would be that in September 2013, Jane Doe delivers a baby girl and was qualified for SoonerCare (Oklahoma’s Medicaid program). Her labor and delivery expenses were paid by the SoonerCare program. Fast forward to 2014 and Jane Doe is expecting her second child and is seeking health insurance coverage through the Oklahoma Exchange. She is using the real-time eligibility determination system available to her through the Oklahoma Internet portal. She indicates that her husband recently received a promotion. That fact is verified by the data being cross checked with the other agencies. Due to her increase in household income she is not qualified for SoonerCare coverage; however her eMPI collects her previous qualification information (i.e. income, birth record, etc.) and uses a pre-populated application to streamline her eligibility process. As a result Jane Doe is not expected to resubmit copies of documentation she has already provided for her original Medicaid application. The eMPI tool provides assurance to Jane Doe that she has been accurately identified, thereby increasing consumer protections against identity theft and decreasing the potential for fraud and abuse. When applied one step further, Jane Doe can associate her eMPI at the time she chooses to create her personal health record. If she decides to share her PHR with her obstetrician, the eMPI uniquely identifies Jane Doe and assures her doctor that the information being shared is associated with the correct person. Jane Doe receives high quality care as a result of the secure information carried in large part by the eMPI.

7. The application states that ``one of the contractors for the OHIEP will be Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems.’’ Shouldn’t that be something that is put out to competitive bid? How were they chosen? What other contractors were considered? The grant proposal differentiates between technologies already in place versus new technology sought via competitive bid. HP Enterprise System is listed as one of the existing contractors because they are currently the agency’s fiscal agent having been recently awarded a competitive bid for the agency’s Medicaid Management Information Systems (MMIS). The grant proposal builds upon the OHCA’s current SoonerCare online enrollment system, which was built and is maintained by the existing contract with HP Enterprise Services. The new functionality will be competitively bid, and must interface with that existing system. Oklahoma will issue three competitive bids under this grant. The first request for proposal will seek a consultant to provide expertise, development and options for Oklahoma’s exchange. The second request for proposal will seek technical expertise and development of systems solutions for the interfaces with public programs as well as creation of standardized formats. The third request for proposal will seek identification of requirements for systems, financial and operational aspects of Oklahoma’s Exchange.  Approximately 97 percent of the grant funds will be competitively bid.

8. HP and its lobbyists gave $8,100 to lawmakers and also spent $1,000 on meals for lawmakers and other state officials last year. Was that lobbying an attempt to win the contract for this exchange? The agency is not in position to speak for HP or their motives. The OHCA has enjoyed a long relationship with this company and their predecessor, EDS, as they have successfully won a competitive bid twice now to become the state Medicaid program fiscal agent and have helped create our agency’s online enrollment program. 

9. The application also calls for 10 employees to work under OHCA and eventually for a call center to be developed. How would that be funded and how much would it cost? The 10 full-time staff included in the grant proposal will be funded with 100 percent grant dollars, for a two-year, time-limited term of service. The total cost for all staff and employee benefits over the two year period is $1,659,944 or 3 percent of the total grant award. The proposal also includes the creation of a modular call center – one that is scalable and replicable – based upon the call volume and functions necessary to support the Oklahoma proposal. The total cost for the call center over the two year period is $17,769,072 which will be competitively bid and includes the addition of nearly 300 call center representatives; and establishment of phone, line, switch, and written communication (when necessary) capacity for all people served by the portal.

10. What is the drawdown schedule for the grant and at what point does OHCA have to either return the grant or start spending it? Funds may be drawn down as they are spent. Four gate reviews are conducted during the grant period which review and approve expenditures for quality and appropriateness. The grant will expire on Feb. 15, 2013. Although we are eligible to request funds for costs incurred, we have not drawn any federal funds from this grant and will not make any requests for these funds until the issue is resolved. We have accumulated some costs for travel for a meeting in Washington D.C. with the federal grantor and some costs for human resources for posting of positions related to the grant.

11. In general, what are the benefits of creating the exchange in this way for the state’s uninsured? The development of a model for eligibility and enrollment via the Oklahoma Exchange is the primary goal of this grant initiative. All Oklahomans, not just the uninsured, would benefit by being able to access the Internet at a location of their choosing, entering their information and without having to visit multiple agencies to gather copies of their records, the system will help them find health insurance coverage that they can afford. They will also benefit by having their information made available to their provider if they choose and also by knowing there isn’t anyone using their identity to gain access to health services. 

This project will leverage tools such as the web-based real-time online enrollment portal that was made operational on Sept. 7, 2010 by the OHCA. Oklahoma proposes to utilize the online enrollment platform upon which the eligibility and enrollment functions within the Oklahoma Exchange will be established. 


The Early Innovator grant is aimed at providing Oklahoma with the resources and support needed to create an Information Technology infrastructure for an Oklahoma-tailored Exchange. One large benefit to Oklahoma as an Early Innovator state is the ability to design and implement an Exchange prior to the establishment of somewhat-prescriptive technical assistance and close cooperation than states establishing their exchanges in the future are likely to receive. 


Oklahoma’s proposal contains several key features aimed to establish a model for successfully integrating the Oklahoma Exchange into the health system. One such proposed feature allows consumers navigating through Oklahoma’s online enrollment feature of the exchange to select, at the time of application, a primary care provider. This feature allows many Oklahoma consumers to reap the benefits from the state’s Patient-Centered Medical Home efforts.  Likewise, Oklahoma proposes to provide the consumer with an option to establish a Personal Health Record at the time of enrollment through the Oklahoma Exchange. This feature supports and builds upon Oklahoma’s Health Information Exchange efforts to fully-integrate the health care system in an efficient and effective electronic framework, thereby reducing redundancies and improving quality.   


It is the goal of the Early Innovator grant to create an Oklahoma-tailored Exchange IT system that is flexible, adaptable, and responds rapidly to changes in programs and future technology.  




Grantees

OK thanks. It looks like the first gate review period has passed. What percentage
of the grand funds have been drawn down? My questions are attached. I asked
OSDH many of the same questions but since OHCA wrote the grant, they are
probably more appropriate to address to you guys. Thanks again. 

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)

Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 4/7/2011 1:01
PM >>>

Ziva,

Here are the specific federal drawdown instructions for this grant.

Thanks,
Nico
________________________________

Dear IT Innovator Grantees,

Drawing Down Funds:  Instructions to Grantees:

Background:
The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) will
perform four (4) Gate Reviews during the course of each year of early innovator
grant funding consistent the Systems Development Life Cycle practices to
monitor, assess, and guide grantees to ensure the highest quality results are
attained.

Gate Review 1:          Architecture Review (AR):                                   March 30 -
April 1, 2011
Gate Review 2:          Project Baseline Review (PBR)                          May/June
2011
Gate Review 3:          Pre-Operational Readiness Review (PORR)
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                September 2011
Gate Review 4:          Operational Readiness Review (ORR)
           September/October 2012

Summary of Requirements:
CCIIO will review requests for a draw-down of funds to support the SDLC
activities at the time of the Gate Reviews.  The request is prospective for the
obligations needed to get the grantee through to the next gate review. Grantees
may in the interim request a draw-down of funds to support the activities of the
Early Innovator IT Cooperative Agreement award.  Grantees will be required to
submit to their requests to their project officer via email:

1.       A brief description of how the draw-down request supports the goals of
the approved application's scope of work and the specific SDLC cycle
2.      Standard Form (SF) 424, a SF 424A, and a Budget Justification specific to
the draw down request.   Use the link and attach the form to your request for
draw down.  http://intranet.hhs.gov/forms/PHS/SF-424__Forms__SF-
LLL__Forms_.pdf;  and
3.      A description of fiscal accountability of funds. Specifically, address:
a.       Name of Contractor or proposed contractor.
b.      Method of Selection: How was the contractor selected? State whether the
contract is sole source or competitive bid. If an organization is the sole source for
the contract, include an explanation as to why this institution is the only one able
to perform contract services.
c.       Period of Performance: How long is the contract period? Specify the
beginning and ending dates of the contract.
d.      Scope of Work: What will the contractor do? Describe the specific
services/tasks to be performed by the contractor as related to the accomplishment
of program objectives. Deliverables should be clearly defined.
e.       Method of Accountability: How will the contractor be monitored?
Describe how the progress and performance of the contractor will be monitored
during and on close of the contract period. Identify who will be responsible for
supervising the contract.

Timeline for Review and Release of Grant Funds:
CCIIO will perform an internal review of draw down requests.  That review is
expected to take up to two weeks, assuming documentation is sufficient to
support the request for draw down of funds. The Division of Grants Management
Operations will notify grantees by email of CCIIO's decision regarding the draw
down request.

Susan Lumsden
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight
Department of Health and Human Services
(301) 492-4347
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Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough
Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921. 
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Terry Cline (TerryC@health.ok.gov); Alex Weintz;

"juliek@health.ok.gov"
Cc: Cindy Roberts; Mike Fogarty; Buffy Heater
Subject: Early Innovator Questions
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:54:05 PM
Attachments: questions for OHCA.doc

All~

Here is a list of questions (attached and below) we just received from the Tulsa World related to the
Early Innovator grant. We will draft a response for your review but please understand that your review
time might be short. Please let me know if you have any thoughts or suggestions related to any of the
questions as soon as possible.

Thanks,
Nico

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter [mailto:Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 1:17 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Instructions for Grantees: Restriction of Funds for IT Innovator Grantees

OK thanks. It looks like the first gate review period has passed. What percentage of the grand funds
have been drawn down? My questions are attached. I asked OSDH many of the same questions but
since OHCA wrote the grant, they are probably more appropriate to address to you guys. Thanks again.

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)

>>> Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 4/7/2011 1:01 PM >>>
Ziva,

Here are the specific federal drawdown instructions for this grant.

Thanks,
Nico
________________________________

Dear IT Innovator Grantees,

Drawing Down Funds:  Instructions to Grantees:

Background:
The Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) will perform four (4) Gate
Reviews during the course of each year of early innovator grant funding consistent the Systems
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1. If the legislature does not approve acceptance of the grant, will the state return it to the federal government?


2. What will become of the exchange that is outlined in the grant proposal that the state submitted – will the state continue with its plans along the same lines?


3. Who wrote the grant proposal and when was it submitted? How many state employees are now tasked or assigned to this project? 

4. The grant application says the exchange ``will expand the population served potentially to every state resident.’’ How would that be?

5. The application also appears to call for a network that would hold a Personal Health Record and medical records of people who use the exchange. It also appears to have interfaces with other electronic medical records in the state. This has been publicly discussed as a place people can go to comparison shop for insurance policies. Do you think people are aware that the state is proposing to store medical records in the exchange?


6. The application also calls for something called an eMPI, an electronic master patient index, to validate patients’ addresses and says “stakeholder entities can use the eMPI key for matching and de-duplicating records in their own internal systems.’’ What sources of data would be kept in this network to identify patients’ addresses? What other agencies would the health benefits exchange interface with to verify identity?


7. The application states that ``one of the contractors for the OHIEP will be Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems.’’ Shouldn’t that be something that is put out to competitive bid? How were they chosen? What other contractors were considered?

8. HP and its lobbyists gave $8,100 to lawmakers and also spent $1,000 on meals for lawmakers and other state officials last year. Was that lobbying an attempt to win the contract for this exchange?


9. The application also calls for 10 employees to work under OHCA and eventually for a call center to be developed. How would that be funded and how much would it cost?

10. What is the drawdown schedule for the grant and at what point does OHCA have to either return the grant or start spending it?

11. In general, what are the benefits of creating the exchange in this way for the state’s uninsured?




Development Life Cycle practices to monitor, assess, and guide grantees to ensure the highest quality
results are attained.

Gate Review 1:          Architecture Review (AR):                                   March 30 -April 1, 2011
Gate Review 2:          Project Baseline Review (PBR)                          May/June 2011
Gate Review 3:          Pre-Operational Readiness Review (PORR)                 September 2011
Gate Review 4:          Operational Readiness Review (ORR)            September/October 2012

Summary of Requirements:
CCIIO will review requests for a draw-down of funds to support the SDLC activities at the time of the
Gate Reviews.  The request is prospective for the obligations needed to get the grantee through to the
next gate review. Grantees may in the interim request a draw-down of funds to support the activities of
the Early Innovator IT Cooperative Agreement award.  Grantees will be required to submit to their
requests to their project officer via email:

1.       A brief description of how the draw-down request supports the goals of the approved
application's scope of work and the specific SDLC cycle
2.      Standard Form (SF) 424, a SF 424A, and a Budget Justification specific to the draw down
request.   Use the link and attach the form to your request for draw down. 
http://intranet.hhs.gov/forms/PHS/SF-424__Forms__SF-LLL__Forms_.pdf;  and
3.      A description of fiscal accountability of funds. Specifically, address:
a.       Name of Contractor or proposed contractor.
b.      Method of Selection: How was the contractor selected? State whether the contract is sole source
or competitive bid. If an organization is the sole source for the contract, include an explanation as to
why this institution is the only one able to perform contract services.
c.       Period of Performance: How long is the contract period? Specify the beginning and ending dates
of the contract.
d.      Scope of Work: What will the contractor do? Describe the specific services/tasks to be performed
by the contractor as related to the accomplishment of program objectives. Deliverables should be clearly
defined.
e.       Method of Accountability: How will the contractor be monitored? Describe how the progress and
performance of the contractor will be monitored during and on close of the contract period. Identify
who will be responsible for supervising the contract.

Timeline for Review and Release of Grant Funds:
CCIIO will perform an internal review of draw down requests.  That review is expected to take up to
two weeks, assuming documentation is sufficient to support the request for draw down of funds. The
Division of Grants Management Operations will notify grantees by email of CCIIO's decision regarding
the draw down request.

Susan Lumsden
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight
Department of Health and Human Services
(301) 492-4347

==================================================DISCLAIMER - This e-
mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.
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The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the MessageLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email
______________________________________________________________________

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: EARLY INNOVATOR REQUEST - FW: Early Innovator question
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:12:00 PM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:46 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Early Innovator question
 
Katie – the answer is we never received the money right? We didn’t send it back, we just declined it
 

From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:41 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator question
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m a health policy reporter with Politico, and I just had a quick couple of questions about the Early
Innovator grant Oklahoma sent back. I also sent my questions to the insurance department, but
thought you might be able to help as well.
 
I know that Oklahoma said in April of last year it wouldn’t participate in the program. I was just
wondering if the state had spent any of the grant before deciding not to participate. If so, how
much, and did the state pay back the funds?
 
Thanks in advance. You can reach me at 703-341-4669 with questions.
 
--
Jason Millman
Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
jmillman@politico.com
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: EARLY INNOVATOR REQUEST - FW: Early Innovator question
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:12:43 PM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:46 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Early Innovator question
 
Katie – the answer is we never received the money right? We didn’t send it back, we just declined it
 

From: Jason Millman [mailto:jmillman@politico.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 10:41 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Early Innovator question
 
Hi Alex,
 
I’m a health policy reporter with Politico, and I just had a quick couple of questions about the Early
Innovator grant Oklahoma sent back. I also sent my questions to the insurance department, but
thought you might be able to help as well.
 
I know that Oklahoma said in April of last year it wouldn’t participate in the program. I was just
wondering if the state had spent any of the grant before deciding not to participate. If so, how
much, and did the state pay back the funds?
 
Thanks in advance. You can reach me at 703-341-4669 with questions.
 
--
Jason Millman
Reporter
POLITICO
O: (703)-341-4669; C: (571)-245-8401
jmillman@politico.com
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[Discussion Draft] 

112TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. ll 

To amend the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to have Early 

Innovator grant funds returned by States apply towards deficit reduction. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. POMPEO introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 

Committee on llllllllllllll 

A BILL 
To amend the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

to have Early Innovator grant funds returned by States 

apply towards deficit reduction. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. APPLICATION OF RETURNED PPACA EARLY IN-3

NOVATOR GRANT FUNDS TOWARDS DEFICIT 4

REDUCTION. 5

Section 1311(a) of the Patient Protection and Af-6

fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18031(a)) is amended by 7

adding at the end the following new paragraph: 8

‘‘(6) APPLICATION OF RETURNED FUNDS TO-9

WARDS DEFICIT REDUCTION.—If an award is made 10

VerDate Nov 24 2008 13:38 Aug 25, 2011 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\DOCUMENTS AND SETTINGS\EGGROSSMAN\APPLICATION DATA\SOFTQUAD\XMET
August 25, 2011 (1:38 p.m.)

F:\M12\POMPEO\POMPEO_027.XML

f:\VHLC\082511\082511.042.xml           (506833|3)
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[Discussion Draft] 

to a State under this subsection and the State sub-1

sequently notifies the Secretary in writing that it 2

will not use any remaining funds under the award, 3

any such remaining funds shall be deobligated and 4

rescinded and shall be returned to the general fund 5

of the Treasury for the purpose of deficit reduc-6

tion.’’. 7

VerDate Nov 24 2008 13:38 Aug 25, 2011 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\DOCUMENTS AND SETTINGS\EGGROSSMAN\APPLICATION DATA\SOFTQUAD\XMET
August 25, 2011 (1:38 p.m.)

F:\M12\POMPEO\POMPEO_027.XML

f:\VHLC\082511\082511.042.xml           (506833|3)
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz
Subject: Editorials from the Oklahoman
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 1:43:43 PM

Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346
 
 
High court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620
 
 
 
Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-exchange/article/3688629
 
 
 
Resistance to health insurance exchanges only continues to build in GOP
http://newsok.com/resistance-to-health-insurance-exchanges-only-continues-to-build-in-
gop/article/3690239
 
 
 
Obamacare a minefield for workers in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/obamacare-a-minefield-for-workers-in-oklahoma/article/3691058
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Essential Health Benefit Questions 
 

  
1. If the package offers a benefit outside of the scope of EHB categories can this benefit keep associated dollar limits? 
 
2. If the selected benchmark contains benefits that are currently offered with dollar limits on coverage, can these be 

transitioned to service limits on coverage of the purposes of setting the benchmark benefit package? For example, 
some plans set dollar limits on home health aide and private duty nursing services. 

 
3. How are prior authorization requirements treated in defining the EHB benchmark? If a benefit in the selected 

benchmark requires prior authorization will the PA requirement become part of the essential health benefits?  
 
4. On the August 10th monthly call it was indicated that a requirement will be that consumers are offered benefits in all 

10 EHB categories, but that they will not be required to purchase all 10, especially as relates to pediatric dental 
coverage offered on a stand-alone plan. How will this requirement affect the calculation of the premium tax credit? Is 
the premium tax credit still calculated based on the second lowest cost silver plan that covers all EHB categories 
(potentially a combination of a health plan and a standalone dental plan) or will the PTC be calculated based on the 
individuals selection of benefits? I.e. if they opt out of selecting a pediatric dental package will they still receive PTC 
for purchasing that coverage? 

 
5. Additionally, on this same call it was mentioned that if an individual has PTC remaining, they can use this PTC 

towards the purchase of a stand-alone dental plan. It was our understanding that PTC could only be used to purchase 
coverage for essential health benefits, and that if coverage was offered outside of the essential health benefits that this 
coverage would be required to be paid for by the individual. As adult dental is not an EHB we were confused as to 
how the PTC would apply to the purchase of this plan. Is adult dental coverage an exception? Can the PTC go 
towards the entire dental plan or only towards the pediatric portion of the dental plan?  

 
 
 
1. Will any submissions be accepted after September 30? Again, the Secretary has not issued any rules or form processes 

to accept or not accept any submission from the states. 
 
2. What are the consequences for not filing? 
 
3. How will the submissions be used in the Secretary's determination of EHB? 
 
4. When will the Secretary make her determination? 
 
5. Will there be a comment period after her decision so that states might be able to further contribute to the ultimate 

definition of EHB? 
 
6. How do you determine if a plan is discriminatory? 
 
7. Many states have a mandate to cover autism services.  Aside from state mandates, most typical employer plans do not 

cover any other habilitative services.  If a plan covers a habilitative service such as autism, does the coverage of that 
single diagnosis satisfy the requirement that plans cover rehabilitative and habilitative services?  If not, how does 
adding the requirement to cover additional habilitative services align with the requirement that the EHB package be 
aligned with the typical employer plan? 

 
8. What are considered pediatric services?  Are they services based on an age limit?  What age limit?  

 
9. The first paragraph of page 13 of the Essential Health Benefits Bulletin issued December 16, 2011 indicates, "If a 

benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain category or class, all plans must offer at least  one drug in that same category 
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or class, even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary."  Is this based on the formulary?  If so, what 
about drugs that are covered by a plan as tier IV drugs (100% participant paid at the network discounted rate)?  Are 
non-formulary drugs included in the EHB package?  If so, how does one determine the number of drugs covered in a 
category or class?  Verbal guidance has indicated that QHPs must offer an essentially equivalent number of drugs in 
each category and class of drug.  This conflicts with the bulletin.  What is the correct guidance?  
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From: Kloiber, Bill - DOA
To: Marie Sanderson; Debbie Hohlt; Dona DeLeon; Katie Altshuler; Liedl, Kimberly - GOV; Kikkert, Becky - DOA
Subject: Emailing: Governors split on Obama"s Medicaid plan
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 9:44:14 AM
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TOP STORY

Thursday, April 14, 2011

Governors split on
Obama's Medicaid
plan
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

HEALTH CARE BEAT

NO BLOCK GRANT:  President Obama’s commitment to preserving the current
Medicaid program was met with praise from Democratic governors and skepticism
from Republicans. In a speech delivered yesterday at George Washington University,
Obama announced an administration plan to reduce Medicaid spending without
establishing a block grant system, as proposed by House Republicans. Building on
cost-efficiency measures outlined in the 2010 national health care law, the
administration aims to cut Medicaid and Medicare costs more than $400 billion by
2023 and an additional $1 trillion in the subsequent decade. The administration’s
plan includes speeding generic drugs onto the market, working with states to
improve Medicaid efficiency and accountability and giving doctors and hospitals
incentives to better coordinate care.
 
EXCHANGE LAWS:  Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley signed a bill this week
authorizing the creation of a state health insurance exchange, as required by the
2010 health law. California and West Virginia are the only other states with such
laws so far.  Last week, New Mexico’s Republican Governor Susana Martinez
vetoed a bill that would have created an exchange, because she said the federal
government has not yet issued rules laying out how states should structure the
health insurance shopping Web sites.

MEDICAID BUDGETING:  Republican Governor Jan Brewer’s plan to help balance
Arizona’s budget by dropping Medicaid coverage for about 138,000 adults is headed
to court. An article in Bloomberg Businessweek reports a public interest attorney
saying a lawsuit challenging Brewer’s plan would be filed soon, probably with the
Arizona Supreme Court. At issue is a law approved by voters in 2000 that expanded
Medicaid services for low-income adults. While cutting back Medicaid funding in
general, the budget Brewer signed last week restored coverage for pancreas, liver,
heart and lung transplants. The governor’s denial of organ transplant assistance last
year grabbed national headlines and enraged patient advocates and members of the
legislature.

FRIEND OF THE COURT:  Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster, a Democrat who
generally supports the national health care law, filed a brief against its mandatory
insurance provision in the Florida federal court case weighing the law’s
constitutionality. Koster explained in his April 11 filing that the law’s requirement for
most people to purchase health insurance conflicts with a 2010 voter-approved law
in Missouri prohibiting enforcement of such a mandate. Koster added that the
insurance provision is severable from the federal law and that all other sections of
the law should be allowed to stand.

"Health Care Beat" provides a quick analysis of recent health news in state
government. Click here to find Stateline's daily roundup of health care news.

—Contact Christine Vestal at cvestal@stateline.org

Comment on this story in the space below by registering with Stateline.org.

COMMENTS (0)
There are no comments yet, would you like to add one?

Recent stories from
Stateline
Or click here to visit our
archives
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Stateline
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From: Communications Center
To: Communications Center
Subject: EMBARGOED/U.S. Senator Rand Paul Delivers Weekly Republican Address
Date: Friday, August 24, 2012 3:14:08 PM

EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 AM ET, SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2012
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

 

U.S. Senator Rand Paul Delivers Weekly Republican
Address

‘While America flounders, the President campaigns. We deserve better.’
 

BOWLING GREEN, KY – In the Weekly Republican Address, U.S. Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) says
many of the nation’s problems could have been solved if President Obama had worked with
congressional Republicans. “Together we could fix entitlements,” he says. “Even in an election year, I've
offered to work with the President. I’ve called and written.” But, Paul says, “the President is missing in
action. While America flounders, the President campaigns. We deserve better. A country with such a
rich heritage deserves a leader who values the work ethic and understands that you did build that. That
you did earn that.” The Weekly Republican Address is available in both audio and video format and is
embargoed until 6:00 a.m. ET, Saturday, August 25, 2012. The audio of the address is available here,
the video will be available here and you may download the address here. A full transcript of the address
follows:
 
“Hello I’m Rand Paul from Kentucky.
 
“Are you proud of America? Are you proud to be an American?
 
“I am. I’m proud of our history and our founding. Of our freedom and our economic success. I am proud
of our people, our entrepreneurial spirit and our generosity.
 
“This pride is not a new revelation. I didn't wake up this morning suddenly proud for the first time to be
an American.
 
“And I am proud of America above and beyond all partisan politics. I’m proud to be an American
whether a Republican or a Democrat sits in the White House.
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“America is a land where no man or woman is king, only liberty is king. America is a land where this
liberty is protected by our Constitution, but is not granted by it. Rather, our liberty is endowed to each of
us by our Creator.
 
“But it’s not enough to beat one's chest and proclaim America's greatness. You and I must understand
the principles that have created this wonderful country.
 
“We must understand and be proud of America’s historic ability to create such wealth, abundance and
generosity.
 
“As the President campaigns against those who have succeeded, as the President vilifies those who
employ millions of workers, he condemns the very system that made America great.
 
“Today there’s a war going on for the heart and soul of America. A war between those who believe in
the American Dream and those who cannot grasp what makes America great.
 
“There’s a war going on between those who would apologize for America's success, those who would
bow down and apologize for capitalism, and profit, and America's exceptional history and those who
would defend America as the greatest experiment in freedom and prosperity ever known.
 
“There’s a battle going on between those who respect the Constitution and those who would scrap it for
the South African Constitution.
 
“As Thomas Paine wrote, ‘These are the times that try men's souls’.
 
“The question is now as important as it was then: will you be ‘sunshine patriots’ shrinking and gone
when the going gets tough or will you stand, shoulder to shoulder to defend the Republic our forefathers
fought so diligently to leave us?
 
“This is not an idle question. The Republic is under attack like no other time in our history.  As a
Senator, I swore an oath to defend the Republic against enemies foreign and domestic. Now that I’ve
been to Washington and seen the belly of the beast, I can tell you without exaggeration that I've met the
enemy and the enemy is us.
 
“The enemy is not Barack Obama or the Democrats. And though the media may not like this, the
enemy is not gridlock.  The enemy is the looting of the Treasury and 20 years of deficit spending. The
enemy is an out of control, unaccountable Federal Reserve and it's devaluation of our currency. The
enemy is our lack of being bound by the restraints of the Constitution.
 
“The court has ruled that Obamacare is a tax and that taxes are not limited by the powers enumerated
in the Constitution. This notion would offend Madison and all others who believe that the Constitution
limits the powers of the Federal Government.
 
“Whether or not government's powers are limited is a significant question. Not simply  for those who
believe in maximizing individual liberty but also for those who fear the mounting trillion dollar deficits that
come from unlimited government.
 
“We pass thousand page bills that no one has read. Congress ignores their own rules to pass bills that
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have not been published in advance. 
 
“Congress passes budgetary caps and then completely ignores the caps. A majority of Congress simply
votes to deem it so.
 
“The law mandates that a budget be passed each year.  Yet, Democrats in the Senate have not passed
a budget in three years. When informed that they are breaking their own rules, they laugh and deem it
not so. They simply vote to ignore their own rules.
 
“As we defy our constitutional bearings and seek to punish job creators, we ignore the wonderful history
of where we came from and who we are. We imperil our future and squander our children's birthright.
 
“The President has failed to lead. 
 
“Together we could fix entitlements. Even in an election year, I've offered to work with the President.
I’ve called and written.   I’ve ridden with the President on Air Force One and offered to help him build
bridges, to repair our nation's infrastructure. But I've received no answer. The President is missing in
action. While America flounders, the President campaigns. We deserve better. A country with such a
rich heritage deserves a leader who values the work ethic and understands that you did build that. That
you did earn that.
 
“Thank you and God bless America.” 

###
SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

202.228.NEWS
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From: 
To: 
subject: 
Date: 

EMERGENCY ObamaCare Repeal Vote next week (details) 
Friday, July 06, 2012 1:08:13 PM 

Email not displaying correctly? View t in your browser. 

lil CONGRESSIONAL ALERT: 
Repeal ObamaCare Vote In House Next Week 

From the Desk of: 

Steve Elliott, Grassfire Nation 

Michelle, 

The House Rules Committee is holding an Emergency meeting on Monday in advance 

of the full House vote expected on Wednesday to REPEAL OBAMACARE. 

This is the first critical vote following the Supreme Court's outrageous decision 

to deem ObamaCare a tax -- and it marks our best opportunity to send a 
message from citizens across the nation that we reject both ObamaCare and the 

Court's flawed logic. 

+ + Petition Delivery Prior To Wednesday's Vote 

Grassfire Nation will be hand-delivering REPEAL OBAMACARE petitions directly to 

key members of the House prior to next Wednesday's vote. 

But that leaves us just a few days to collect petition signers and deliver to the House. 

OUR RECORDS SHOW THAT YOU HAVE NOT YET SIGNED GRASSFIRE'S 

PETITION TO REPEAL AND FULLY DEFUND OBAMACARE. GO HERE NOW TO 

SIGN THE PETITION AND BE INCLUDED IN THIS IMPORTANT DELIVERY: 

grassfi re.com/144/petition .asp 

Again ... as a citizen, this is your first opportunity to express your opposition to both 

ObamaCare and the Supreme Court's outrageous decision. 

The vote is scheduled for Wednesday. Please sign today and then alert your friends. 

Steve Elliott, Grassfire Nation 

July 6, 2012 

21893



Click Here to Unsubscribe  

 

 

Cl ck here to be removed from this list or send a wr tten request to:

Grassroots Act on

PO Box 277

Maxwell,IA 50161

You are signed up as:  

Cl ck here to change your email address.
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From: proofpoint-pps@ok.gov
To: Governor Info
Subject: End User Digest: 3 New Messages
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 7:00:09 AM

 End User Digest: 3 New Messages
For Governor Info (Info@Gov.ok.gov)

 

The emails listed below have been placed in your personal Quarantine since you received your last

End User Digest. They will be deleted after 14 days. To deliver an e-mail to your inbox, click on

Release. To deliver an e-mail to your inbox and add the e-mail sender to your Safe Senders List,

click on Safelist. This ensures that no emails from that sender will be blocked in the future. To report

messages that are not spam but are reported in the digest, click on Not Spam.

Request New End User Digest   Request Safe/Blocked Senders List   Manage My Account   Help  

Help Desk 

Quarantine  
 Score From Subject
Release  Safelist  Not Spam 61 fly No Exchanges, no ObamaCare! No to SB

960! Gov. Fal...

Release  Safelist  Not Spam 70 freetil please help me

Release  Safelist  Not Spam 95 mildman Gumball Logic

 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the help desk by sending e-mail to

helpdesk@osf.ok.gov or phoning 521-2444 and selecting option 1.

Powered by Proofpoint Protection Server
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From: proofpoint-pps@ok.gov
To: Governor Info
Subject: End User Digest: 4 New Messages
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 7:00:21 AM

 End User Digest: 4 New Messages
For Governor Info (Info@Gov.ok.gov)

 

The emails listed below have been placed in your personal Quarantine since you received your last

End User Digest. They will be deleted after 14 days. To deliver an e-mail to your inbox, click on

Release. To deliver an e-mail to your inbox and add the e-mail sender to your Safe Senders List,

click on Safelist. This ensures that no emails from that sender will be blocked in the future. To report

messages that are not spam but are reported in the digest, click on Not Spam.

Request New End User Digest   Request Safe/Blocked Senders List   Manage My Account   Help  

Help Desk 

Quarantine  
 Score From Subject
Release  Safelist  Not Spam 54 h2go Oklahoma's future

Release  Safelist  Not Spam 97 pleskowat Stop spending and ObamaCare

Release  Safelist  Not Spam 99 jwams1 t Hugobama Care-Socialized Medicine

Release  Safelist  Not Spam 100 hustenb Dear Friend,

 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the help desk by sending e-mail to

helpdesk@osf.ok.gov or phoning 521-2444 and selecting option 1.

Powered by Proofpoint Protection Server
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Prepared by the Ways and Means Committee Staff 
	  
	  

Cuts Government Spending	  By Ending UI for Millionaires 
 
Overview   

• Under the Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act, millionaires would effectively be 
prevented from receiving unemployment compensation. 

• Taxpayers with adjusted gross income (AGI) beginning at $750,000 ($1,500,000 in the case of a 
joint return), would have to start paying back a portion of unemployment compensation they 
received.  At an AGI of $1 million or more ($2 million in the case of a joint return), taxpayers 
would be required to pay back ALL of the unemployment compensation they received. 

• The provision – which is similar to other provisions in the proposal establishing means-testing for 
millionaires seeking government benefits – helps ensure that benefits are targeted to those in 
greatest need. 

 
Background 
Under current law, there are no income tests for eligibility for unemployment compensation, and 
unemployment compensation is treated as ordinary income for Federal income tax purposes.  However, 
unemployment benefits are based on taxable wages, and states have established various limits on the 
amount of taxable wages used in determining benefit amounts.  In 2011, those amounts ranged from the 
first $7,000 of taxable wages (four states) to the first $37,300 of taxable wages (Washington).  
 
By The Numbers 

• According to the Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT), this provision would, on net, reduce 
Federal deficits by $20 million over 2012-2021.	  	  
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From: Communications Center
To: Communications Center
Subject: Endless Deception
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 1:53:05 PM

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS

Endless Deception
The Democrats’ Deceptive ObamaCare Sales Pitch Was Never

Tethered To Reality
 

SEN. MITCH MCCONNELL: “The bill was sold to the American people on a deception.” (Sen. Mitch
McConnell, Floor Remarks, 6/28/12)
 

DECEPTION: ‘My Plan Won’t Raise Your Taxes One Penny’
 

SEN. BARACK OBAMA (D-IL): “And if you're a family making less than $250,000 a year, my plan
won't raise your taxes one penny -- not your income taxes, not your payroll taxes, not your capital
gains taxes, not any of your taxes.” (Barack Obama, Remarks, Orlando, FL, 8/3/08)
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “…absolutely not a tax increase.”  (“Obama: Mandate Is Not A Tax,” ABC News, 9/20/09)

 
REALITY: Mandate ‘A Tax’

 

SUPREME COURT: “…the shared responsibility payment may for constitutional purposes be
considered a tax… read as imposing a tax on those who go without insurance.” (Supreme Court Of The
United States Syllabus, National Federation Of Independent Business Et Al. V. Sebelius, Secretary Of Health And Human
Services, Et Al., 6/28/12)

 

DECEPTION: ‘If You Like Your Plan, You'll Be Able To Keep It’
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “If you like your current plan, you will be able to keep it. Let me repeat that:  if
you like your plan, you'll be able to keep it.” (President Obama, Remarks At The White House, Washington, D.C.,
7/21/09)
 

REALITY: ‘The Law Could Leave More Than Half Of Employers Without’
 

“The law could leave more than half of employers without a grandfathered plan in 2013, the draft
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estimated. Its worst-case assumption is that 80% of small-employers will lose grandfathered rights by
2013. New plans would have to comply with all the bill's requirements; grandfathered plans could
avoid elements such as limits on cost sharing.” (“Draft Health Rules Set Hurdles,” The Wall Street Journal,
6/11/10)

 

DECEPTION: ‘My Proposal Would Bring Down The Cost Of Health Care’
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “Finally, my proposal would bring down the cost of health care for millions --
families, businesses, and the federal government.” (President Obama, Remarks, 3/3/10)
 

REALITY: Costs Will Grow By $478 Billion
 

CMS: “For 2011 through 2021, national health spending is projected to grow at an average rate of 5.7
percent annually… During this period, the Affordable Care Act is projected… to add about $478 billion
in cumulative health spending.” (“National Health Expenditure Projections,” CMS, P.1, 6/12/12)

 

DECEPTION: ‘This Law Will Lower Premiums’
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “This law will lower premiums.” (President Obama, Remarks To ‘Families USA,’ 1/28/11)
 

REALITY: The Law Will Increase Premiums On Families By $2,100 Per Year
 

CMS: “In 2014, growth in private health insurance premiums is expected to accelerate to 7.9 percent,
or 4.1 percentage points higher than in the absence of health reform.” (“National Health Expenditure
Projections,” CMS, P.9, 6/12/12)
 

·         CBO: “Average premiums per policy in the nongroup market in 2016 would be roughly $5,800 for
single policies and $15,200 for family policies under the proposal, compared with roughly $5,500
for single policies and $13,100 for family policies under current law…” (Emphasis In Original; CBO
Director Douglas Elmendorf, Letter To Sen. Bayh, P. 6, 11/30/09)

 

DECEPTION: ‘I Will Protect Medicare’
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “So don't pay attention to those scary stories about how your benefits will be
cut… that will not happen on my watch. I will protect Medicare.” (President Obama, Remarks To Joint Session
Of Congress, 9/9/09)
 

REALITY: Over $500 Billion In Medicare Cuts
 

CBO: Medicare cuts could “reduce access to care or diminish the quality of care.” (CBO Director Doug
Elmendorf, Letter To Sen. Harry Reid, P. 1, 17, 11/18/09)
 

Over $150 Billion In Cuts To Hospitals, Nursing Homes, And Hospice: “Ensuring Medicare
Sustainability… -156.6 [Billion Dollars].” “TITLE III—Improving The Quality And Efficiency Of Health
Care; Subtitle E—Ensuring Medicare Sustainability; 3401 Revision of Certain Market Basket Updates
and Incorporation of services Productivity Improvements into Market Basket Updates that do not
Already Incorporate Such Improvements (effect of productivity adjustment for home health included in
estimate for section 3131)… 2010-2019… -156.6 [Billion Dollars].” (CBO Director Doug Elmendorf, Letter To
Rep. Nancy Pelosi, P.14, 3/18/10)
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Over $200 Billion In Cuts To Medicare Advantage: “Medicare Advantage Payments… -131.9 [Billion
Dollars].” “TITLE III—Improving The Quality And Efficiency Of Health Care; Subtitle C—Provisions
Relating to Part C; Medicare Advantage Payments… 2010-2019… -131.9 [Billion Dollars]… Medicare
Advantage Interactions… -70.4 [Billion Dollars].” “Interactions; Medicare Advantage Interactions…
2010-2019… -70.4 [Billion Dollars].” (CBO Director Doug Elmendorf, Letter To Rep. Pelosi, P.18, 3/18/10)

 

DECEPTION: ‘Negotiations On C-SPAN’
 

SEN. BARACK OBAMA (D-IL): "That's what I will do in bringing all parties together, not negotiating
behind closed doors, but bringing all parties together, and broadcasting those negotiations on C-
SPAN so that the American people can see what the choices are, because part of what we have to
do is enlist the American people in this process." (Sen. Obama, Presidential Debate, 1/31/08)
 

REALITY: ‘C-SPAN Cameras Won’t See The Real Action’
 

“After months of buildup, the historic debate on health care reform opens on the senate floor Monday
— but the C-SPAN cameras won’t see the real action.” (“Dems Seek Deal As Sen. Debate Begins,” Politico,
11/30/09)

 
·         “…there are controversial special provisions of the Senate health reform bill ... First up, the

‘Louisiana Purchase.’ … Landrieu said in a speech on the Senate floor Feb. 4th that critics
should ‘shut their mouth.’” (“White House Cuts Special Help For Nebraska, But Other Deals Remain In Reform Bill,”
ABC News, 2/22/10)

 

·         “[Nelson’s] involvement with the Affordable Care Act--including the ‘Cornhusker Kickback,’ or the
perception that he tried to sell his vote for favorable language in the bill--left a bad taste in voters'
mouths.” (“Nebraska Yet Another Blow To Senate Democrats' Hopes,” U.S. News & World Report, 12/28/11)

 

·         “… a backroom deal for Florida that was nicknamed ‘Gator Aid.’” (“Florida Poll: Healthcare Law Hurts
Obama, Democrats,” The Miami Herald, 3/28/10)

 

·         “…calling the carve-out the ‘Bismarck Bank Job.’”  (“Conrad Drops Support For North Dakota Provision To
Avoid Controversy,” The Hill, 3/18/10)

 

·         “Critics are mocking it as ‘the Rocky Top vote swap.’” (“Health Bill Vote In Sight, Dems Seeking Gains
Include Provision For TN Hospitals,” Knoxville News, 3/20/10)

 

DECEPTION: ‘I Will Not Sign It If It Adds One Dime To The Deficit’
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “I will not sign it if it adds one dime to the deficit, now or in the future, period.”
(President Obama, Remarks To Joint Session Of Congress, 9/9/09)
 

REALITY: ‘This Is Rhetorical Hocus-Pocus’
 

Robert Samuelson, The Washington Post: “Obama’s program also worsens the federal budget
problem… Obama creates another huge health program. The administration’s retort: the program
lowers the budget deficit. This is rhetorical hocus-pocus. Here’s what happens. From 2012 to 2022,
the ACA raises federal spending by $1.762 trillion, estimates the Congressional Budget Office.” (Robert
Samuelson, Op-Ed, “The Folly Of Obamacare,” The Washington Post, 6/17/12)
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DECEPTION: Medical Liability Reform ‘A Priority’
 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: “I want to work with the AMA so we can scale back the excessive defensive
medicine that reinforces our current system, and shift to a system where we are providing better care,
simply -- rather than simply more treatment. So this is going to be a priority for me.” (President Obama,
Remarks To The AMA, Chicago, IL, 6/15/09)
 

REALITY: ‘Tort Reform Is Not In The Bill…’
 

HOWARD DEAN, Former DNC Chairman: “The reason that tort reform is not in the bill is because the
people who wrote it did not want to take on the trial lawyers in addition to everyone else they were
taking on. And that is the plain and simple truth.” (Howard Dean, VA Town Hall Event, Minute 2, 8/26/09)

 
###

SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER
202.228.NEWS
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To:                  Oklahomans Free Market Health Solutions coalition
From:             Matt Robison
Date:              December 19, 2011
Re:                  Essential Health Benefits Bulletin
 
Below please find information provided by the U.S. Department of Health late Friday regarding the Essential
Health Benefits required under the federal health care law. As stated on their bulletin: “On December 16, 2011,
the Department of Health and Human Services issued a bulletin outlining proposed policies that will give States
more flexibility and freedom to implement the Affordable Care Act.  This bulletin describes a comprehensive,
affordable and flexible proposal and informs the public about the approach that HHS intends to pursue in
rulemaking to define essential health benefits.”
 
Comments are due by January 31, 2012.
 
MATT ROBISON
Vice President, Government Affairs
The State Chamber of Oklahoma
330 NE 10th Street | Oklahoma City, OK 73104
Phone: (405) 272-4430 | Cell: (405) 664-0265 
Fax: (405) 235-3670
mrobison@okstatechamber.com
Legislative Advocates for Business
Follow us online:
     

 
 
Links to bulletin on Essential Health Benefits:
For the essential health benefits bulletin, visit: http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#hie

For a fact sheet on the essential health benefits bulletin, visit: http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-
health-benefits12162011a.html

For a summary of individual market coverage as it relates to essential health benefits, visit:
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/IndividualMarket/ib.shtml

For information comparing benefits in small group products and state and Federal employee plans, visit:
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.shtml

Public input on this proposal is encouraged.  Comments are due by Jan 31, 2012 and can be sent to: 
EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov.

 
 
 

Essential Health Benefits: HHS Informational Bulletin

On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services issued a bulletin outlining proposed policies that will give States

more flexibility and freedom to implement the Affordable Care Act.  This bulletin describes a comprehensive, affordable and flexible

proposal and informs the public about the approach that HHS intends to pursue in rulemaking to define essential health benefits.

HHS is releasing this intended approach to give consumers, states, employers and issuers timely information as they work towards

establishing Affordable Insurance Exchanges and making decisions for 2014.  This approach was developed with significant input from

the American people, as well as reports from the Department of Labor, the Institute of Medicine, and research conducted by HHS.

21902

mailto:mrobison@okstatechamber.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:mrobison@okstatechamber.com
mailto:mrobison@okstatechamber.com
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#hie
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/regulations/index.html#hie
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/IndividualMarket/ib.shtml
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/IndividualMarket/ib.shtml
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.shtml
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.shtml
mailto:EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov
mailto:EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov








Essential Health Benefits

The Affordable Care Act ensures Americans have access to quality, affordable health insurance. To achieve this goal, the law ensures

health plans offered in the individual and small group markets, both inside and outside of the Affordable Insurance Exchanges

(Exchanges), offer a comprehensive package of items and services, known as “essential health benefits.”  Essential health benefits

must include items and services within at least the following 10 categories:

1.     Ambulatory patient services

2.     Emergency services

3.     Hospitalization

4.     Maternity and newborn care

5.     Mental health and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment

6.     Prescription drugs

7.     Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices

8.     Laboratory services

9.     Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management, and

10.  Pediatric services, including oral and vision care

Intended Approach: Comprehensive and Flexible

HHS intends to propose that essential health benefits are defined using a benchmark approach. Under the Department’s intended

approach announced today, states would have the flexibility to select a benchmark plan that reflects the scope of services offered by a

“typical employer plan.” This approach would give states the flexibility to select a plan that would best meet the needs of their citizens.

States would choose one of the following benchmark health insurance plans:

·        One of the three largest small group plans in the state by enrollment;

·        One of the three largest state employee health plans by enrollment; 

·        One of the three largest federal employee health plan options by enrollment;

·        The largest HMO plan offered in the state’s commercial market by enrollment.  

If states choose not to select a benchmark, HHS intends to propose that the default benchmark will be the small group plan with the

largest enrollment in the state. 

The benefits and services included in the benchmark health insurance plan selected by the state would be the essential health benefits

package. Plans could modify coverage within a benefit category so long as they do not reduce the value of coverage.

To prevent federal dollars going to state benefit mandates, the health reform law requires states to defray the cost of benefits required

by state law in excess of essential health benefits for individuals enrolled in any plan offered through an Exchange. However, as a

transition in 2014 and 2015, some of the benchmark options will include health plans in the state’s small group market and state

employee health benefit plans. 

These benchmarks are generally regulated by the state and would be subject to state mandates applicable to the small group market. 

Thus, those mandates would be included in the state essential health benefits package if the state elected one of the three largest

small group plans in that state as its benchmark. 
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This approach would provide maximum flexibility to states, employers and issuers while providing quality, comprehensive, coverage for

consumers.

Coverage

Essential health benefits must include coverage of services and items in all 10 statutory categories. Based on our research, we believe

that these benchmarks will cover most of the essential health benefits outlined by the Affordable Care Act. These categories include

preventive care, emergency services, maternity care, hospital and physician services, and prescription drugs. If a state selects a

benchmark plan that does not cover all 10 categories of care, the state will have the option to examine other insurance plans, including

the Federal Employee Health Benefits Plan, to determine the type of benefits that must be included in the essential health benefits

package.   

Allowing Plans Flexibility to Innovate and Consumers Greater Choice

To meet the EHB coverage standard, HHS intends to require that a health plan offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the

benchmark plan selected by the state and modified as necessary to reflect the 10 coverage categories. Health plans also would have

flexibility to adjust benefits, including both the specific services covered and any quantitative limits, provided they continue to offer

coverage for all 10 statutory EHB categories and the coverage has the same value.  Permitting flexibility will provide greater choice to

consumers, promoting plan innovation through coverage and design options, while ensuring that plans providing EHBs offer a certain

level of benefits.

Updating the Approach

The department intends to propose that benchmarks will be updated in the future, and that state mandates outside the definition of

essential health benefits may not be included in future years. The Bulletin also notes that updating the benchmark will allow benefits to

reflect the most up-to-date medical and market practices.

How We Got Here: The Process

While the law calls on the department to provide details regarding essential health benefits, this has been a team effort.

As required by the Affordable Care Act, in April, the Department of Labor provided a report to HHS on employer-sponsored health

insurance coverage.  This report (PDF - 362 KB) detailed the benefits typically covered by employers.detailed the benefits typically

covered by employers.  At the request of HHS, the Institute of Medicine provided its recommendations on a process for defining and

updating the benefits that should be included in the essential health benefits package. 

HHS also conducted a series of listening sessions to collect public comment and hear directly from the American people, doctors,

nurses, Members of Congress and all interested stakeholders.

It is important to note that the Affordable Care Act distinguishes between a health plan’s covered services, and the plan’s cost-sharing

features, such as deductibles, copayments, and coinsurance.  The cost-sharing features will be addressed in separate rules and will

determine the actuarial value of the plan, expressed as a “metal level” as specified in statute: bronze at 60% actuarial value, silver at

70% actuarial value, gold at 80% actuarial value, and platinum at 90% actuarial value. 

Although this paper represents only the intended regulatory approach, public input on this paper is encouraged—comments can be sent

on essential health benefits, are due by January 31, 2012, and can be sent to:  EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov

 
 
 
FYI: 
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Keeping states informed on their journey toward implementing health reform.
 

Thursday December 15, 2011
Welcome to another edition of the State Exchange Update. We hope this will be a useful tool. Your
comments and questions are welcome. Please send them to sandra.escobar1@cms.hhs.gov .
 
Please note, in the event of a government shutdown the calls and events listed in this newsletter will
continue.
 

Special events
Ø  Please join representatives from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on Friday, December

16th, 2011 at 3:30pm EST for an important announcement about the Affordable Care Act. 
Date:   Friday, December 16th, 2011
Time:   3:30 pm EST
Call-In Number: 800-857-5248 and ID: 4021292             
Questions or Concerns?  Email HHSIEA@hhs.gov

 
Ø  November 29, 2011 CMS released a set of State Exchange Implementation Questions and Answers

followed by a brief call with States to discuss the material. CCIIO would like to invite States for a further
discussion on the State Exchange Implementation Questions and Answers and any further questions in
regards to the important announcement made on Friday December 16, 2011.
Date: Monday December 19, 2011
Time: 1-2 pm EST
Call-In Number: 877-267-1577 ID: 9222
Please find the complete list of Q&As at the end of this newsletter, including a clarification to Q4,
or on-line at http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/11282011/exchange_q_and_a.pdf.pdf

 
Coming attractions

User Groups
 

Financial Management (FM) Operations
Date:   Friday, December 16, 2011
Time:   2:00-3:00pm EST
Call-In Number: 877-267-1577 and ID: 2167
Please submit questions you would like addressed during the User Group call to Lisa Marie Gomez (lisamarie.gomez@cms.hhs.gov) by
Wednesday, December 14 COB.
 
Tribal Consultation  
Date:  Monday, December 19, 2011
Time:  3:00-4:00pm EST
Call-In Number:  888-455-8828 and ID: 4453
This User Group will provide states with additional information and examples of tribal consultation processes/policies that Exchanges
may utilize; and connect states with resources that will assist states with building relationships with tribes and developing a tribal
consultation process/policy.  Also, the Tribal Consultation User Group will provide states with the opportunity to learn from one another
and discuss components relating to the successes and challenges of addressing this FOA requirement.
For questions, please contact Lisa Marie Gomez (lisamarie.gomez@cms.hhs.gov).
 

Webinars
 
Webinar Demonstration of CMS Health Plan Management System (HPMS)
Date: Tuesday, December 20, 2011
Time: 12:30 to 2:00 EST
Call-In Number: 1-877-267-1577 and ID: 4435
Please log into http://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/swalters as a guest at the time of the webinar.
This webinar will provide States with a demonstration of the CMS Health Plan Management System, which is used for health insurance
issuers participating in the Medicare Advantage and Prescription Drug Benefit Programs, and a discussion of the functional
capabilities of an Exchange plan management system. This is an opportunity for States to see CMS’s current system functionality in
Medicare. After the demonstration, there will be a Q&A with CCIIO. States are welcome to invite technical team members and other
relevant staff. Please limit the use of conference lines to maximize participation.
For questions please contact Claire Hutchinson at Claire.Hutchinson@cms.hhs.gov.
 
In other news…
Clarification
We have been informed that some of you have been contacted by a vendor claiming HHS/CCIIO
endorsement of their product – and that some recent media also suggest endorsement. This is not the
case. CCIIO has not endorsed Consumer Checkbook.
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Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes
The CCIIO State team has been in the process for many months of trying to add additional staff to support
States in their Exchange development. We are pleased to announce that several new and eminently
qualified State Officers have joined CCIIO and we hope to announce that more will be coming in early
2012.  These new State Officers will be taking the reins of States shortly, which means some States will have
a change in their main point-of-contact. New State officers will be paired with more experienced State
officers to ensure States that do have a switch will have continuity in their relationship with CCIIO.
 

State Exchange Implementation Q&As
Date: November 29, 2011
Subject: State Exchange Implementation Questions and Answers
 
Cost to States
 
Q1: What funding is available to assist States in the establishment of an Exchange under a fully State-based Exchange, a Partnership
Exchange, and a Federally-facilitated Exchange?
 
A1: The Affordable Care Act provides funding for States establishing an Exchange through grants described in section 1311. Such
grants are available for establishing a State-based Exchange, to build functions that a State elects to operate under a Partnership
Exchange, and to support State activities to build interfaces with a Federally-facilitated Exchange. Grants may be awarded through
the end of 2014, and grant funds are available for approved and permissible establishment activities.
 
The process of “establishing” an Exchange may extend beyond the first date of operation and may include improvements and
enhancements to key functions over a limited period of time. Generally, grants can be used to establish Exchange functions and
operating systems and to test and improve systems and processes. We have determined that a State that does not have a fully
certified State-based Exchange on January 1, 2013 can continue to qualify for and receive a grant award, subject to the Funding
Opportunity Announcement (FOA) eligibility criteria. A State can also use grant funds to build and test interfaces with HHS to support
certain functions of a Federally-facilitated Exchange, such as information needed for certification of qualified health plans. As such,
HHS anticipates modifying and extending the schedule for States to apply for establishments grants in future guidance to
accommodate this schedule.
 
Q2: What costs are States expected to assume in establishing an Exchange, and can these costs be covered by grant funding?
 
A2: Under the Affordable Care Act, States must ensure that their Exchanges are self-sustaining by January 1, 2015. Therefore, the costs
to States for implementing a State-based Exchange and testing Exchange operations during 2014 may be allowed under section
1311(a). Additionally, grants under section 1311 may be awarded until December 31, 2014, for approved establishment activities after
that date. Therefore, it is also permissible that under a Partnership Exchange, a State may receive a grant for activities to establish and
test functions that the State performs in support of a Federally-facilitated Exchange.
 
Q3: Will States be charged for administrative expenses when a Federally-facilitated Exchange makes a Medicaid eligibility
determination?
 
A3: State Medicaid and CHIP programs will not be required to contribute to the costs associated with the Federally-facilitated
Exchange, including the costs associated with a Federally-facilitated Exchange making a Medicaid or CHIP determination. However,
State Medicaid and CHIP programs will have to transfer information and cases to, and accept information and cases from, the
Federally-facilitated Exchange; the costs of establishing, testing and maintaining those interfaces will be shared between the State
Medicaid and CHIP programs and the Federally-facilitated Exchange, consistent with current cost allocation rules.
 
HHS has provided additional help to States to build and maintain a shared eligibility service that allows for the Exchange, the
Medicaid agency, and the CHIP agency to share common components, technologies and processes to evaluate applications for
insurance affordability programs. This includes enhanced funding under Medicaid and opportunities for other State programs to reuse
the information technology (IT) infrastructure without having to contribute funding for development costs related to shared services.
This additional help is available to defray State costs related to establishing an efficient and effective shared eligibility service
regardless of whether a Federally-facilitated Exchange or a State-based Exchange is operating in a State.
 
Use of Data Services Hub
 
Q4: Will CMS charge States for use of the data services hub?
 
A4: CMS is establishing a Federally-managed data services hub to support information exchanges between States (Exchanges,
Medicaid and CHIP agencies) and relevant Federal agencies. In many cases, Federal agencies other than CMS will be providing
information through the hub. Additional information about the services available through the hub and the terms for accessing those
services is under development. While the agency is considering the treatment of charges for fiscal year 2014, we do not anticipate
charging fully State-based Exchanges for the use of the hub.
 
Clarification:  All CMS has determined at this point is that the agency does not anticipate that State-based Exchanges will be
charged for use of the data services hub in 2014. CMS is still exploring how this will work in other situations.
 
Basic Health Program Funding
 
Q5: Under what circumstances may Exchange planning grant dollars or the Exchange establishment grant dollars be used by a State
exploring or establishing a Basic Health Program under section 1331 of the Affordable Care Act?
 
A5: Planning grants: Planning grant funds may be used to support research and explore health insurance coverage options permitted
under the Affordable Care Act, including the option of a Basic Health Program.
 
Establishment grants: Establishment grant funds may be used for Exchange establishment activities that would coordinate or overlap
with activities undertaken pursuant to the establishment of an optional Basic Health Program. For example, a call center may provide

21906



consumer information on a range of coverage options including the Basic Health Program, and could therefore be funded through
Establishment grant funds. However, funding under the Establishment grants cannot be used to support operations of the Basic Health
Program or to investigate the feasibility of the Basic Health Program.
 
Other funding sources: States electing to establish a Basic Health Program may opt to fund administrative or establishment activities
for the Basic Health Program through user fees or other State funding.
 
Federally-facilitated Exchange and State Department of Insurance Responsibilities
 
Q6: How will the Federally-facilitated Exchange coordinate with State insurance departments?
 
A6: A Federally-facilitated Exchange will operate in States electing not to pursue a State-based Exchange. To the greatest extent
possible, HHS intends to work with States to preserve the traditional responsibilities of State insurance departments when establishing a
Federally-facilitated Exchange. Additionally, HHS will seek to harmonize Exchange policy with existing State programs and laws
wherever possible.
For example, qualified health plans (QHP) that will be offered in the Federally-facilitated Exchange must meet State licensure and
solvency requirements and be in good standing in the State (section 1301(a)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act). Accordingly, States
continue to maintain an important responsibility with respect to health plans licensed and offered in their State, regardless of whether
the Exchange is Federally-facilitated or fully State-based.
 
With respect to review of network adequacy, which is commonly a responsibility of State insurance departments or State health
agencies in consultation with State insurance departments, HHS would rely on the State for advice and recommendations regarding
network adequacy standards where HHS is operating a Federally-facilitated Exchange. Network adequacy standards must ensure
enrollees a sufficient choice of providers, consistent with HHS regulations. We expect that if a State has not adopted such a standard,
HHS would develop it for the purposes of the Federally-facilitated Exchange using a commonly recognized and accepted standard
such as the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) Network Adequacy Model Act.
 
Similarly, HHS is also currently working to determine the extent to which activities like the review of rates and benefit packages are
already conducted by State insurance departments and how these responsibilities could be recognized as part of the certification of
QHPs by a Federally-facilitated Exchange. For example, most States currently have an effective rate review program in place and HHS
will rely on such processes to the extent practicable and where legally permissible.
 
In States with a Federally-facilitated Exchange, HHS will also apply existing State standards on marketing materials, assuming issuers will
be required to convey information about premiums, benefits and cost sharing that flow from data used for plan approval, and HHS will
work with States to harmonize procedures for responding to consumer complaints. We recognize that most State insurance
departments already have procedures in place for addressing consumer complaints, and we will work with States to utilize existing
processes for consumer complaints as efficiently as possible to the extent practicable.
 
Pursuant to our goal to preserve the traditional responsibilities of State insurance departments when establishing a Federally-facilitated
Exchange, we are planning to establish one or more working groups with representatives from State insurance departments to start
working through issues related to plan management functions in the coming weeks.
 
Successful operation of the Federally-facilitated Exchange will depend on successfully harmonizing State and HHS workflows so that
the annual QHP certification process can be effectively completed in time to adequately support open enrollment including
preparation and release of an insurance web portal. We look forward to conversations with and suggestions from States in pursuit of
this harmonization.
 
Eligibility under a Federally-facilitated Exchange or a State-based Exchange
 
Q7: The Affordable Care Act prescribes a seamless, streamlined eligibility process for consumers to submit a single application and
receive an eligibility determination for enrollment in a qualified health plan (QHP) through the Exchange, advance payments of the
premium tax credit, cost-sharing reductions, Medicaid, CHIP, and the Basic Health Program, if applicable.

•         Under a Federally-facilitated Exchange, can a State retain authority over Medicaid eligibility determinations?
•         Under a State-based Exchange, can the Federal government perform activities related to advance payments of the

premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions, including the verification of employer-sponsored minimum essential
coverage? Can the Federal government perform the eligibility process for exemptions from the individual responsibility
requirement for State-based Exchanges?

 
A7: Section 155.305 of the proposed rule on Exchange Functions in the Individual Market: Eligibility Determinations; Exchange
Standards for Employers (Exchange Eligibility NPRM available here) proposes that the Exchange will make eligibility determinations for
advance payments of the premium tax credit, cost-sharing reductions, Medicaid, CHIP, and the Basic Health Program, where
applicable, based on modified adjusted gross income (MAGI). The Exchange Eligibility NPRM does not distinguish between a State-
based Exchange and a Federally-facilitated Exchange in this regard. Based on comments to the Exchange Eligibility NPRM, however,
we intend to modify this original proposal in the final rule to permit additional options for determining eligibility under a State-based
and Federally-facilitated Exchange.
 
Federally-facilitated Exchange
 
In response to comments to the Exchange Eligibility NPRM, we are planning to revise the options that are available for the
responsibility for the determination of eligibility under a Federally-facilitated Exchange to include the following:
 
1. The Federally-facilitated Exchange will conduct initial assessments of applicants for Medicaid and CHIP eligibility based on MAGI, as
part of the determination of eligibility for advance payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions. However, the
State Medicaid and CHIP agencies make final Medicaid and CHIP determinations under this option. In order to ensure an optimal
consumer experience, a State electing this option would agree to make these determinations consistent with general guidelines and
the terms of an agreement established between the State and the Federally-facilitated Exchange to ensure that applicants are not
required to submit redundant documentation and that timeliness standards are met.
 
2. Alternatively, if a State does not choose to retain Medicaid and CHIP eligibility determinations as set out in paragraph 1 above, the
Federally-facilitated Exchange may determine Medicaid and CHIP eligibility using State eligibility rules and standards in conjunction
with determining eligibility for advance payments of the premium tax credit and cost-sharing reductions.
 
State-based Exchange
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Similarly, States that operate a State-based Exchange but do not wish to operate all eligibility functions as described in the Exchange
Eligibility NPRM would have additional options under our intended revisions:
 
1. A State-based Exchange could be approved if it conducted all eligibility functions.
 
2. Alternatively, a State-based Exchange could be approved if it uses Federally-managed services to make determinations for
advance payments of the premium tax credit, cost-sharing reductions and exemptions from the individual responsibility requirement.
 
In all  cases, a State could decide to have the Medicaid and CHIP agencies support the eligibility process by executing some or all
functions under an agreement with the Exchange. Certification as an Exchange would also require that procedures and systems are
in place to ensure a simplified, seamless consumer experience. In addition, for States that are interested in determining eligibility for all
programs under the Affordable Care Act, we are exploring how the Federal government could manage services for verification of
employer-sponsored minimum essential coverage.
Under these flexible options, to ensure a strong consumer experience to applicants and enrollees and to minimize administrative
burden and costs, it will be critical for States and the Federal government to work closely together.
 
IRS elements to which States will have access
 
Q8: What data will IRS provide to support the eligibility verification process?
 
A8: Section 6103(l)(21) of the Internal Revenue Code, as added by section 1414(a)(1) of the Affordable Care Act, permits the
Secretary of the Treasury to disclose the following taxpayer information – with taxpayer consent – to support eligibility determinations
for insurance affordability programs: “(i) taxpayer identity information with respect to such taxpayer, (ii) the filing status of such
taxpayer, (iii) the number of individuals for whom a deduction is allowed under section 151 with respect to the taxpayer (including the
taxpayer and the taxpayer’s spouse), (iv) the modified adjusted gross income (as defined in section 36B) of such taxpayer and each
of the other individuals included under clause (iii) who are required to file a return of tax imposed by chapter 1 for the taxable year,
(v) such other information as prescribed by the Secretary by regulation to indicate whether the taxpayer is eligible for such credit or
reduction (and the amount thereof), and (vi) the taxable year with respect to which the preceding information relates or, if
applicable, the fact that such information is not available.”
 
The IRS will provide modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) for the parents or other head of household and for certain dependents
who had enough income to have been required to file a tax return. Modified adjusted gross income is the adjusted gross income
shown on the Form 1040 with additional amounts added: any tax-exempt interest on State or local bonds, social security benefits that
are excluded from gross income, and any amounts earned abroad that are otherwise excluded from adjusted gross income. This
information will be taken from the return that was last due to be filed. For example, during open enrollment in the last quarter of 2013,
income information will be provided from 2012 income tax returns.
 
The IRS will also provide information about the size of the household shown on the returns that were filed and coding to help the
Exchange understand the information being provided and instances in which information may not be available. Where there has
been a change in circumstance, the applicant will work with the Exchange to establish what changes should be reflected in
household income. Similarly, where there is no prior year tax return data on file, for example in the case of individuals with very low or
no income who had not previously been required to file, the applicant will work with the Exchange to establish household income
through alternate means.
 
Multi-State Plans
 
Q9: To what extent should multi-State plans contracting with the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) adhere to State-based
standards, including State insurance standards (e.g., solvency, prompt payment, market conduct) as well as Exchange-specific
qualified health plan certification standards in a State (e.g., network adequacy standards)?
 
A9. While the proposed rule on Establishment of Exchange and Qualified Health Plans deems OPM-approved multi-State plans as
certified by an Exchange, we recognize States’ concerns about the need to apply State insurance requirements and State-specific
certification standards to multi-State plans. We also note that Section 1324 requires a level playing field in connection with certain
State and Federal legal requirements for health plans.
 
We seek to ensure that implementation of section 1324 does not disrupt existing markets both inside and outside the Exchanges in the
States. HHS and OPM will work with the National Association of Insurance Commissioners to address these questions. We will explore
this issue by further identifying existing State standards as well as specific issues of greatest concern for multi-State plans and States
including reduction of adverse risk selection, the risks to multi-State plans and States, and potential alternatives.
 
Risk Adjustment Data Collection
 
Q10: Could HHS collect encounter data and let States perform risk adjustment?
 
A10: The Affordable Care Act calls for a risk adjustment program to reduce incentives for health insurance plans to avoid covering
people with pre-existing conditions or those in poor health. Risk adjustment ensures that health insurance plans have a financial
incentive to provide services to the people who need them most by adjusting premiums to provide more funds to plans enrolling a
higher proportion of people with high health costs. This mechanism ensures that insurance plans compete on the basis of quality and
service, and not on the basis of avoiding sick, high-cost people.
 
HHS issued a proposed rule on Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk Adjustment (published on July 15, 2011). HHS
did not propose and will not implement any proposal that calls for States or the Federal government to collect personal data such as
name, social security number or address for the risk adjustment program. Protecting the privacy and confidentiality of an individual’s
personal health information continues to be among HHS’s highest priorities. HHS will not require States to collect medical record or
information that identifies an individual’s doctor; nor would the Federal government collect this information.
 
Quality Certification Requirements
 
Q11: What quality activities must States engage in to meet Exchange approval and certification requirements?
 
A11: The Exchange establishment grant funding opportunity announcement indicates that State-based Exchanges must develop and
report a quality rating for QHPs; however, the current expectation is that further guidance will be released before Exchanges are
required to implement the quality rating system. At this time, States should focus on developing and establishing other Exchange
operational capacities. When focusing on quality, States should consider their strategy for using quality information to certify QHPs,
including when to require issuer accreditation and how to assess the quality of plans seeking to participate in Exchanges. States will
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also need to determine what quality information or metrics the Exchange will display to consumers and build capacity in the
development of Exchange systems to accept this quality data and report it on the website. States should also consider how the
Exchange will monitor QHP quality during the plan year, including performance monitoring of complaints, appeals and network
adequacy. HHS intends to propose a phased approach to the quality rating provisions in which quality ratings in 2014 would be
predicated on generally available and collected metrics and measures, transitioning to a QHP-specific rating in 2016.
 
Advance Payments of the Premium Tax Credit in the Federally-facilitated Exchange
 
Q12: Will individuals who are enrolled in coverage through a Federally-facilitated Exchange have access to premium tax credits, as
well as the advance payments of tax credits that will be authorized by Exchanges?
 
A12: Yes. The proposed regulations issued by the Treasury Department, and the related proposed regulations issued by the
Department of Health and Human Services, are clear on this point and supported by the statute. Individuals enrolled in coverage
through either a State-based Exchange or a Federally-facilitated Exchange may be eligible for tax credits, including advance
payments. Additionally, neither the Congressional Budget Office score nor the Joint Committee on Taxation technical explanation
discussed limiting the credit to those enrolled through a State-based Exchange.
 
Program Integrity
 
Q13: How will HHS ensure that States that adopt procedures, consistent with Federal policy and rulemaking, to streamline Medicaid
and CHIP eligibility and perform real-time determinations, will not be penalized as a result of subsequent audits or error-reduction
programs?
 
A13: In 2010, CMS issued new regulations establishing the principle that in applying the Payment Error Rate Measurement (PERM)
program to Medicaid and CHIP, PERM reviews should measure the extent to which State policies and procedures are consistent with
Federal policy and regulations. As long as Federally-approved State procedures are followed, PERM classifies the case as an accurate
determination. For example, where States rely on self-attestation to establish certain facts regarding eligibility, PERM audits also rely on
those self-attestations to establish those facts. If Federally-approved State policies require additional verifications and data collection,
auditors will review cases against those standards.
 
We will review and analyze all of our error rate measurement programs to ensure consistent application of this principle. While we are
still evaluating how we will apply the Improper Payments Elimination and Recovery Act in the case of eligibility determinations
involving advance payments of the premium tax credit, our intention is to follow the same general principle.
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

l. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use, disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 

21910



Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

As of January 1, 2014, plans will be required to cover the full scope of benefits 
defined in the EHB package. 

For Plan Years Beginning Must Provide Must Limit Cost 

January 1,2014 or Later Essential Health Sharing & 
Benefits Deductibles 

1! Small Group Yes Yes .!!!,. 
jl-c " .. ~o: Non-Group Yes Yes .. 
:;; 

Self-insured No No 

Large Group No Yes .. .. c c Small Group Yes Yes .!!! .!!! a. a. 
" ~ Non-Group Yes Yes u 
.!!! z 
] Basic Health Yes Yes 
~ .. "' Self-insured No No :;; f 
I:. 5 .. Large Group No No 0 z J2 ; "' - Small Group No No c a. 

e 
Non-Group No No Cl 
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Essentia I Hea Ith Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

1. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 

21912



__ ,,_., _______ ,,,, _____________________ _ 

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

As of January 1, 2014, plans will be required to cover the full scope of benefits 

defined in the EHB package. 

For Plan Years Beginning Must Provide Must Limit Cost 
January 1,2014 or Later Essential Health Sharing & 

Benefits Deductibles 

8 Small Group Yes Yes .!l!.,, 
£!-c " .. ~o: Non-Group Yes Yes .. 
:;; 

Self-insured No No 

Large Group No Yes 
"' "' c c Small Group Yes Yes .!l! .. 
"- ii: 
" ~ Non-Group Yes Yes u 
.!l! z c. 
]i Basic Health Yes Yes 
~ .. .., 

Self-insured No No :;; " • ~"' c Large Group No No 0 1' c z ti .!l! 
c "- Small Group No No 
e 

Non-Group No No Cl 

-----------------------"·-·~·- .. - .. --·- ----
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

l. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

--------------------------·--·---

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

As of January 1, 2014, plans will be required to cover the full scope of benefits 
defined in the EHB package. 

For Plan Years Beginning Must Provide Must Limit Cost 
January 112014 or Later Essential Health Sharing & 

Benefits Deductibles 
1l Small Group Yes Yes .!!., 
B-c 
j.1! 

Non-Group _o. 
Yes Yes .. 

:; 

Self-insured No No 

Large Group No Yes 
"' "' c c Small Group Yes Yes .!! .!! 0. 0. .. 

~ Non-Group Yes Yes " i z 
Basic Health Yes Yes - 'O .. Self-Insured No No 

~ I!! 
0 s"' Large Group No No z ,fl i 

'g a: Small Group No No 
f! 

Non-Group No No Cl 

~' ---------
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

1. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essentia I Hea Ith Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

As of January 1, 2014, plans will be required to cover the full scope of benefits 

defined in the EHB package. 

For Plan Years Beginning Must Provide Must Limit Cost 
January 1,2014 or Later Essential Health Sharing & 

Benefits Deductibles 
!l Small Group Yes Yes .!!!., 
a.c 
}.!! 

Non-Group _a. 
Yes Yes .. 

:::; 

Self-insured No No 

Large Group No Yes .. "' c c Small Group Yes Yes .!!! .. 
"- a: 
8 ~ Non-Group Yes Yes .. " iS. z 
j Basic Health Yes Yes -.. l ~ Self-insured No No 
~ Large Group No No 0 1ii c z :a .!! Small Group No No c Q. 

f! 
Non-Group No No (!) 
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

1. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 

--- -----------------------------------
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Essentia I Hea Ith Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

1. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 
insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 
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Essentia I Hea Ith Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

1. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

. .· 

I~~~~ m~~f ~~~et'1P~i;f!6~r~l,<:~tef1~~;~$ 
o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

As of January 1, 2014, plans will be required to cover the full scope of benefits 

defined in the EHB package. 

For Plan Years Beginning Must Provide Must Limit Cost 

January 1,2014 or Later Essential Health Sharing & 
Benefits Deductibles 

1l Small Group Yes Yes .!! .. 
S-c 
j.!! 

Non-Group ~"" Yes Yes .. 
::;; 

Self-insured No No 

Large Group No Yes .. .. c c Small Group Yes Yes .!! .. 
a. 0: 

" ~ Non-Group Yes Yes u 
.!! " a. z 
j Basic Health Yes Yes 
~ .. ,, 

Self-insured No No ::;; j ~ ' c Large Group No No o z ,. c 
:a .!! Small Group No No c a. 
!!! 

Non-Group No No l:J 
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

States are permitted to select one of the following four benchmark plans to 

serve as the standard for qualified health plans in the state: 

1. The largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group 

insurance products in the State's small group market; 

2. Any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment; 

3. Any of the largest three national Federal Employees Health Benefits 

(FEHBP) plan options by enrollment; or 

4. The largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance 

Organization (HMO) operating in the State. 

Essentia I Hea Ith Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

o Ambulatory patient services 

o Emergency services 

o Hospitalization 

o Maternity and newborn care 

o Prescription drugs 

o Laboratory services 

o Pediatric services, including 

oral and vision care 

o Mental health and substance 

use disorder services, 

including behavioral health 

treatment 

o Rehabilitative and 

habilitative services and 

devices 

o Preventive and wellness 

services and chronic disease 

management 
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Essential Health Benefits 
Public Health Recommendations 

As of January 1, 2014, plans will be required to cover the full scope of benefits 
defined in the EHB package. 

For Plan Years Beginning Must Provide Must Limit Cost 
January 1,2014 or Later Essential Health Sharing & 

Benefits Deductibles 
8 Small Group Yes Yes 
.!! " S-c 
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Non-Group ~"-
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z 
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~ 
. .. Self-insured No No ::;; 
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Non-Group No No Cl 
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Everybody Wants Waivers from ObamaCare"s Rules
Date: Monday, May 23, 2011 8:47:16 AM

ObamaCare Repeal Means Waivers for Everybody

The Examiner
By Grace-Marie Turner
May 22, 2011

Can't we all just get a waiver from Obamacare? Unfortunately not, but the list of people applying is

getting longer by the day.

There are now 1,372 companies, labor unions and states that have applied for and been granted

waivers from an early provision of the law that says health policies must provide at least $750,000 a

year in insurance protection.

In the latest batch of waivers, one in five went to expensive restaurants, spas and other businesses

in former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's district in San Francisco. What a coincidence!

Nearly two dozen states have either applied for or have been granted waivers from an Obamacare

provision that forces health insurers operating in their states to comply with strict federal limits

governing how much they can spend on administrative costs versus reimbursements for medical

bills.

And now we learn that the Department of Health and Human Services on Thursday issued

regulations explaining that health insurers will have to justify to the federal government health

insurance premium increases above 10 percent.

But the rules include an interesting exemption for Medicare supplemental insurance policies.

Surprise, surprise! The top marketer of these so-called Medigap policies is AARP, which spent

millions of dollars helping to get Obamacare passed.

This is the same AARP that makes upwards of $1 billion in profits from marketing Medigap policies.

Clearly, if you have friends at the White House and pay your dues, you, too, can be exempt from

Obamacare's rules.

This is crony capitalism at its worst as people and companies seek special favors to escape the

destructive 2,800-page law.

In a bizarre near-admission that the so called "Affordable Care Act" is anything but, the White

House issued a blog post defending itself. It is issuing waivers that exempt employers "from the

annual limit provision of the law if it would disrupt access to existing insurance arrangements or

adversely affect premiums, causing people to lose coverage."

In other words, Obamacare would cause people to lose their insurance coverage or cause costs to go

up if they don't grant these waivers. Wasn't Obamacare supposed to do just the opposite?

President Obama himself is personally getting into the waiver act. He has said he wants Congress to
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change the law to give states waivers to implement Obamacare their own way, starting in 2014

rather than having to wait until 2017, as the law now requires.

Likely Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney says that, if elected, on day one of his

administration he would give each state a waiver to implement Obamacare its own way. (If it

sounds like there is an echo here, you are right. It's hard to tell the difference.)

What's really being waived here is the rule of law.

The waves of waivers remind all of us how angry we were at all the special deals -- such as the

Cornhusker Kickback, the Louisiana Purchase, and so on -- that Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid

handed out to get Obamacare through the Senate in 2009.

Democratic pollster Patrick Caddell was right when he said that the American people saw the

passage of Obamacare as "a crime against Democracy."

But it is also a crime against the American principle of fairness. Obamacare is barely in place, and

we see administration officials using it to pick winners and losers based upon political favorites.

The voices of the American people may have gone silent for now, but they will not stand for a law

that would re-engineer one-sixth of our economy and demolish the core American value of equal

justice and equal treatment for all.

Obamacare is the most sweeping piece of social and spending legislation in our country's history. It

is extraordinary that 14 months after it was enacted, a majority of the American people still want it

repealed.

The waivers are just one more reminder of why Obamacare will not stand.

Share your thoughts:

   

      

Unsubscribe katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov | Change your email settings | Forward to a friend

You are receiving this email because you signed up online or in person at one of our events.

Galen Institute | P.O. Box 320010 Alexandria,  VA 22320 | 703-299-8900 | www.galen.org
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Examiner op-ed on IPAB repeal
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2012 8:52:21 AM

Repeal Obamacare's payment panel now
Grace-Marie Turner
The Washington Examiner, March 22, 2012

Almost half of the American people think that Obamacare has either been repealed or struck
down by the courts. While they remain opposed to the law, most know little about what is
actually in it and some have even become complacent.

Meanwhile, the Obamacare freight train is gaining momentum every day, ready to slam into our
economy and health sector when the full force of the law hits in 2014.

The American people need to know more about what is in this law and how it will impact them.

The House of Representatives is planning a vote this week that will shine a spotlight on one of
the most egregious provision of the law, the Independent Payment Advisory Board.

The IPAB puts rationing of health care on autopilot. The IPAB is to be composed of 15
unelected, unaccountable officials who will have the authority to make cuts in Medicare
payments if per capita spending exceeds defined target rates.

The IPAB epitomizes Obamacare's command-and-control approach, and passing a targeted
repeal bill is an excellent way to help people understand that.

Opposition to the IPAB crosses party lines. Rep. Frank Pallone, D-N.J., the top Democrat on the
Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee, has said he has no interest in defending the board:
"I've never supported it, and I would certainly be in favor of abolishing it."

Some conservatives, however, are balking at taking this targeted vote. They worry that the
House leadership may improve the law and make it harder to repeal.

But Obamacare is so monstrously bad that we could repeal a provision a week for years, and the
law would still be toxic. It cannot be fixed, but if we don't shine a light on some of the worst
provisions, we will cede the terrain to the president to talk only about the few small things that
already have taken effect -- pretending that is all the law does.

Even after the House votes, the legislation faces an uncertain fate in the Senate, where Sen. John
Cornyn, R-Texas, has introduced an IPAB repeal bill. President Obama would surely lobby
Democrats to keep it from passing, and he already has vowed to veto any repeal effort.
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The U.S. Constitution gives the power of the purse to Congress so that elected representatives
can be accountable to the voters for spending decisions. The IPAB would turn this principle
upside-down.

And there will be no judicial, administrative or, realistically, congressional review over IPAB's
decisions. This is yet another unconstitutional provision of Obamacare that already is being
challenged in the courts by the Goldwater Institute in Arizona.

Because the IPAB will be required to make changes that demonstrate actual savings in a one-
year time frame, the only tool the board will realistically have will be to cut Medicare payment
rates.

The IPAB is even limited in the kind of spending it can cut. Between 2013 and 2020, the health
law directs the IPAB to achieve its targets through payment reductions primarily in the Part D
prescription drug program, Medicare Advantage, and skilled nursing facility services.

Because the board is forced to reduce overall Medicare spending by focusing only on these
relatively smaller segments, the cuts would have to be very deep to achieve overall per capita
spending reductions. Seniors' access to care inevitably will be rationed.

All the more reason that the House is well-advised to spend time this week — the second
anniversary of Obamacare's passage — helping the American people understand more about
what is actually in the law by voting to repeal the IPAB rationing board.

Read this commentary online at The Washington Examiner
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From: Riemann, Wendy - GOV
To: Katie Altshuler; Marie Sanderson
Subject: Exchange Deadline pushed back by HHS to Dec. 14
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:11:04 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

In case you missed this.
 
FYI on the attached blueprint letter HHS just sent (a formal one will be sent to Governor Walker –
this is the template language).  HHS is extending the deadline for state-based Exchange blueprint
applications until December 14.  They will still be reviewed by January 1. 
 
The deadline for State Partnership Exchanges have also been extended. 
 
 
__________________________
Wendy Riemann
Director of Federal Relations
Office of Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker
wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov
direct line: (202) 624-5999
Hall of States
444 N. Capitol Street, NW
Suite 613
Washington, D.C. 20001-1581
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 



November 9,2012 


Dear Governor: 


Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 


This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Levelland Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 


As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 


The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14,2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1,2013. 


Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The final deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15,2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 







November 9, 2012 
Page 2 


We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 


Sincerely, 


Kathleen Sebelius 







Exchange Establishment Cooperative Agreement Funding FAQs 

Below are a number of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about funding available to States under Affordable Care Act 

Section 1311(a).  These FAQs are applicable to the Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA), released November 29, 

2011 and June 29, 2012. The FOA can be found at www.grants.gov, search for CFDA number 93.525.   

About the Funding Opportunity   

Q1: What is this funding opportunity? 

A1: This Funding Opportunity provides States, the District of Columbia, and consortia of States, with financial assistance 

for the establishment of Exchanges. Grant Awards made under this FOA will provide funds for States to complete 

activities for achieving approval in accordance with§ 1321 of the Affordable Care Act and the requirements established 

through the rulemaking process (45 C.F.R. § 155.105 (77 Fed. Reg. at 18446)). Funds may be awarded through the end 

of 2014 to support State activities to establish a State-based Exchange, interface with the Federally-facilitated 

Exchange, or to develop activities under the State Partnership Exchange Plan Management and/or Consumer Assistance 

model. (Please refer to Blueprint for Approval of Affordable State-based and State Partnership Insurance Exchange 

andGeneral Guidance on Federally-Facilitated Exchanges available at http://cciio.cms.gov/ for information on the 

Exchange models.) 

Q2: What grants are available through this announcement? 

A2: States may choose whether to apply for Level One Exchange Establishment or Level Two Exchange Establishment 

grants. 

Level One Exchange Establishment. These grants provide up to one year of funding to States that are interested in 

undertaking specific activities in establishment of a State-based Exchange, a Federally-facilitated Exchange, or State 

Partnership Exchange. The Level One Establishment grants are open to all States and States can apply for additional 

years of funding. 

Level Two Exchange Establishment. These grants provide up to three years of funding to States that are establishing a 

State-based Exchange and can demonstrate capacity to establish the full set of core Exchange activities. States must 

meet specific eligibility criteria, including legal authority to establish and operate an Exchange that complies with 

Federal requirements available at the time of the application, governance structure for the Exchange, and an initial plan 

discussing long-term operational costs of the Exchange. States may only receive one Level Two Exchange Establishment 

grant. 

21929

http://www.grants.gov/
http://cciio.cms.gov/


Q3: Can a State apply for a Level One Exchange Establishment grant after receiving a Level Two Exchange 

Establishment grant? 

A3: Yes. States that have previously received a Level Two Exchange Establishment Cooperative Agreement may apply 

for additional funds as a Level One applicant; however, the scope of the application must be limited to activities not 

within the scope of the prior Level Two Cooperative Agreement. 

Q4: If a State initially applied for funding for a State-based Exchange, can that State transition to another Exchange 

model? 

A4: Yes. This funding opportunity allows States the flexibility to transition between Exchange models over time. For 

example, a State might choose to operate within the Federally-facilitated Exchange in 2013-14, as a Plan Management 

Partner in the Federally-facilitated Exchange in 2014-15, and, finally, as an approved State-based Exchange in 2015-

forward. 

Q5: Through the June 2012 FOA, States may be awarded Establishment grants through December 2014. Does this 

mean my State’s Exchange does not have to be approved until December 2014? 

A5: No. This FOA does not change the deadlines for Exchange approval or operation set forth in the Affordable Care Act 

and regulations. 

 

Application Process 

Q6: Who is eligible to apply for this FOA? 

A6: This funding opportunity is open to States, consortia of States, and the District of Columbia. The Governor (the 

Mayor, if from the District of Columbia) may designate a governmental agency or quasi-governmental entity to apply 

for grants on behalf of that State. Exchanges that have been established by the State as non-profits are eligible to apply 

for funding if designated as the applicant entity by the State due to their quasi-governmental nature. 

Q7:  What are the due dates for this FOA? 

A7: All grant applications must be submitted electronically and be received through http://www.grants.gov by 11:59 

pm Eastern Time on the respective due dates below: 
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Level One Exchange Establishment 

Application Due Dates: August 15, 2012; November 15, 2012; February 15, 2013; May 15, 2013; August 15, 2013; 

November 15, 2013; February 14, 2014; May 15, 2014; August 15, 2014; October 15, 2014 

Level Two Exchange Establishment 

Application Due Dates: August 15, 2012; November 15, 2012; February 15, 2013; May 15, 2013; August 15, 2013; 

November 15, 2013; February 14, 2014; May 15, 2014; August 15, 2014; October 15, 2014 

Q8: What are the potential award dates for under this FOA? 

A8: The anticipated award date for both Level One Exchange Establishment and Level Two Exchange Establishment 

awards is approximately 45 business days after each application due date. 

Q9: What is the period of performance for awards made under this FOA? 

A9: The project period for each award will vary based on when a State is awarded an Exchange Establishment 

Cooperative Agreement. Level One Exchange Establishment awards will be for up to one year after the date of award. 

Level Two Exchange Establishment awards will be for up to three years after the date of award.  

Q10: What level of funding is available under this FOA? 

A10: Funds are available to support grants as necessary to fulfill the purpose of this funding opportunity to the fifty 

States, District of Columbia, and/or consortia of States. The award amount will vary based on application category and 

the specific needs of each State. 

Q11: Will HHS provide any guidance or assistance on completing the application process? 

A11: HHS will hold pre-application conference calls for potential applicants.  The conference calls will provide an 

overview of this project and budget guidance; review the instruction provided by this Funding Opportunity 

Announcement and other available materials; and will include an opportunity for States to ask questions.  A schedule of 

pre-application calls will be on the CCIIO website:  http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/other/index.html#peg. 
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Q12: How do I download and submit the application?  

A12: You can access the electronic application for this project on http://www.grants.gov. You must search the 

downloadable application page by the CFDA number (93.525). On the Grants.gov website, you also will find information 

about submitting an application electronically through the site. 

Q13: Should the documents that are submitted as attachments to the grant application be in PDF or Word format? 

A13: Grants.gov and the awarding agency will accept Word or PDF attachments. However, if an applicant submits an 

attachment in Word and receive an error message regarding the attachment, the applicant should convert the Word 

attachment into a PDF attachment and then resubmit the application. Note: Grants.gov requires each attached file to 

have a unique file name. 

Q14: What if a State has an ongoing issue with obtaining the Central Contractor Registry (CCR) number or the correct 

Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number? 

A14: If a State has ongoing issues with obtaining a CCR or DUNS number, it must receive a case number from the 

respective system. The State should then inform the awarding agency of the delay and provide the case number. 

Q15: Who are the points of contact for questions related to these grants? 

A15: For questions about the grant announcement, please contact: 

Michelle Feagins 

Office of Acquisition and Grants Management 

Department of Health and Human Services 

(301) 492-4312 

Michelle.Feagins@hhs.gov 

For questions about programmatic issues related to the grant, please contact: 

Rachel Clement 

Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 

Department of Health and Human Services 

(301) 492-4291 

Rachel.Clement@cms.hhs.gov 
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Uses of Funds 

Q16: Can a State be reimbursed for pre-award costs under this FOA? For example, if a State is ready now to begin 

activities related to the Exchanges and it does not want to delay planning and other activities until it receives grant 

funding, can the State charge to future grants the costs it is incurring now? 

A16: The State may seek reimbursement for pre-award costs provided that the costs are allowable costs incurred up to 

90 days before grant award that cannot be covered under existing funding. Written approval must be provided by HHS 

and the budget narrative and work plan should clearly identify the funds that were spent prior to the project period. 

Q17: Is it permissible to use the grant funds for State travel costs to Federally-sponsored meetings related to the 

grants? 

A17: Yes, the grant funds can be used for State travel costs to Federally-sponsored meetings related to the grants. To 

the extent possible, these costs are to be outlined in the budget narrative. 

Q18: May these grant funds be used primarily to hire personnel? 

A18: These grant funds must be used for activities related to establishing Exchanges. The proportion of grant funds 

used to hire or contract with personnel for these activities will depend on the needs of the grant applicant. 

Q19: Can a state that wants to be a Consumer Assistance State Partner, but also wants to do state-specific outreach 

and education, apply for Exchange Establishment grant funding to cover those costs? 

A19: Yes, CMS envisions a collaborative model around consumer outreach and education in the Consumer Assistance 

Partnership.  All Exchanges will provide consumer assistance, outreach, and education.  We encourage states 

involvement in these activities even if the state is not directly operating a State-based Exchange.  States can apply for 

§1311(a) grant funding to support its work in collaborating with CMS to perform these activities in connection with its 

Exchange. 

Subcontracts 

Q20: The FOA requires applicants to provide documents confirming actual or pending agreements with 

subcontractors. How does a State identify subcontractors in its proposal if it doesn’t know who it will be 

subcontracting with due to State procurement requirements? 

A20: If a State cannot name specific subcontractors, it should indicate this in the proposal and identify the tasks a 

subcontractor may perform. 
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Q21: Can a State contract out a majority of the work associated with the grant? 

A21: Yes. The State remains responsible for ensuring that all subcontractors comply with the terms and conditions of 

the grant. 

Post-Award Activities 

Q22: May a State amend its grant proposal? 

A22: Yes. A State grantee may request changes to a grant award. If a grantee would like to make a substantive 

amendment to its grant award after the project year has begun, that change will be considered a Change in Scope and 

must be approved by CCIIO. A request for approval of the Change in Scope must be submitted to the Program Official. 

Only after the Change in Scope is approved by CCIIO and the grantee receives a written response can the grantee alter 

the award. 

Q23: May a State change the principal investigator on the grant? 

A23: A change of principal investigator is a substantive change; a State will have to seek prior approval from CCIIO 

before instituting any such change. 

Q24: After the States have been awarded funding and conduct their Exchange activities, does CCIIO have plans to 

share best practices? 

A24: States are expected to carry out due diligence in seeking opportunities for reuse, sharing, and collaboration in 

Exchange Activities. States are to evaluate opportunities for reuse of materials and knowledge from within their own 

State, as well as other States, and the Federal Exchange(s). States are encouraged also to identify opportunities for 

collaboration with other States that might help reduce both development and long-term operating costs of their 

Exchange.  HHS will work closely with States during the project period to help them identify opportunities for both 

reuse and collaboration.  

Other 

Q25: Some States already operate an Exchange. Do these States qualify for Exchange Establishment grants? 

A25: Yes. States that already have an Exchange may use Exchange grants to fund activities related to implementing 

changes necessary to bring their existing Exchange into compliance with the Exchange requirements set forth in the 

Affordable Care Act. 
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Q26. How can individuals and the general public be involved in the establishment process for the Exchanges? 

A26:  States may continue the stakeholder consultation initiatives begun during the planning phase throughout the 

establishment process. Stakeholder consultation was required as part of activities in connection with Exchange 

Planning grants. Stakeholders include, but are not limited to, consumer organizations, small business organizations, 

health plans, safety net associations, and faith based organizations.  All States were required to seek stakeholder input 

and involvement in planning for Exchanges.  Additionally, all States have to meet a standard of transparency and 

accountability if they elect to establish a State-based Exchange.  CCIIO will monitor this aspect of the Establishment 

grants and provide technical assistance to share best practices in this area. 

Q27: Are there parameters defining what constitutes excessive executive compensation? 

A27: Only allowable costs may be paid using grant funds.  Executive compensation must be an allowable cost and 

should reflect the market rate for a similar position in your area. 

See the OMB Circular A-110, item #27, at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a110#27, 

for more information relating to allowable costs. 

New grantees awarded under this Funding Opportunity Announcement should be aware they are subject to the 

reporting requirements of the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109-282), as 

amended by section 6202 of P.L. 110-252, and implemented by 2 CFR 170.  Grant and cooperative agreement recipients 

must report information for each first-tier subaward of $25,000 or more in Federal funds and executive total 

compensation for the recipient’s and subrecipient’s five most highly compensated executives. 

Q28: What type of technical assistance will be available to States? 

A28.  The program offers many types of technical assistance to States, including: 

• Webinars 

• Conference calls 

• “Office hours” with program staff at industry conferences and meetings 

• Grantee conferences/meetings 
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Dear Governor: 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

May 16, 2012 

We have continued to make great progress this year improving health care for all Americans. 
Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, we recently announced awards of more than $728 million to 
help build, expand, and improve community health centers nationwide. Medicare beneficiaries 
have already saved $5 .1 billion through prescription drug discounts. And an estimated 16 
million Americans will receive more than $1 billion in rebates this summer due to the medical 
loss ratio policy. 

We have also continued to release guidance and information to states on Affordable Insurance 
Exchanges, Essential Health Benefits, expanded Medicaid eligibility, and much more. These 
new policies have been shaped with substantial input from states, and the Department of Health 
& Human Services (HHS) appreciates your willingness to work with us to continually improve 
our health care system. 

The Affordable Care Act is built on the belief that individual states best understand their own 
health insurance markets. Consistent with that belief, the Administration wants to enable states 
to establish their own Affordable Insurance Exchanges, the state-based marketplaces that will 
allow individuals and small businesses to pool their purchasing power and expand their benefit 
choices. We are making several announcements today to that end. First, we are releasing the 
Exchange Blueprint, which outlines the materials to apply for certification of a state-based 
Exchange or approval for a state to participate in a Partnership Exchange. The Blueprint is due 
no later than November 16, 2012, which is 30 business days before the Exchange certification 
deadline of January 1, 2013. I am pleased that today we are also awarding six more Exchange 
Establishment Grants, bringing the total awardees to 34 states plus the District of Columbia. 
These grants assist states in developing strategies, systems, and human resources to implement 
Exchanges that fit the unique needs of each state. 

At the same time, some states will need additional time and assistance before they are ready to 
run their own Exchange. In those states, HHS will operate a Partnership Exchange or Federally
facilitated Exchange to ensure that all Americans in all states will be able to purchase insurance 
in an Exchange. Today, we are releasing guidance on these types of Exchanges. In the 
guidance, we outline a high-level vision of the business processes and operational approach we 
plan for the Federally-facilitated Exchange. The guidance also contains information on state 
responsibilities in the context of the Partnership models, where the state operates some Exchange 
functions on behalf of the Federally-facilitated Exchange. We encourage states not operating 
their own Exchange to participate in a Partnership Exchange. We believe that this range of 
options provides maximum flexibility for states, while ensuring access to quality, affordable 
coverage for all Americans. 
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May 16, 2012 
Page 2 

Additionally, HHS will host a series of regional forums on Exchange planning and Affordable 
Care Act implementation next steps in July and August of this year. We hope you will 
encourage your team and other stakeholders to attend. 

I look forward to working in continued partnership with you to improve the health of our nation 
and provide affordable and accessible health coverage to the residents of your state. 

Sincerely, 
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The State Chamber of Oklahoma
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce
Tulsa Metro Chamber
Norman Chamber of Commerce  
Greater Enid Chamber of Commerce 
Bartlesville Regional Chamber of Commerce
Broken Arrow Chamber and Economic Development Corporation
Oklahoma Association of Health Plans
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma
Global Health
Delta Dental of Oklahoma
Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma
National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors
Oklahoma State Association of Health Underwriters
Tulsa Association of Health Underwriters
Oklahoma City Association of Health Underwriters
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association
Oklahoma State Medical Association
Oklahoma Hospital Association
Oklahoma Association of Optometric Physicians
Coventry Healthcare
UnitedHealth Care  
National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) – Oklahoma 
Aetna US Healthcare
Oklahoma Chiropractors’ Association
Oklahoma Physical Therapy Association
Oklahoma Pharmacist’s Association
Oklahoma State Chiropractic Independent Physicians Association
Oklahoma Nurses Association
Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy
Oklahoma Fit Kids Coalition
INTEGRIS Health
Oklahoma Association of Health Care Providers
Summit Consolidated Group
Mercy Health Systems of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Primary Care Association
Oklahoma Academy of Family Physicians
Catalyst Behavioral Services
American Cancer Society
Oklahoma Substance Abuse Services Alliance
Ceridian
Oklahoma Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons
Pharmacy Providers of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Health & Life Insurance

2/16/12

Coalition Members
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Glen Mulready"; "gary "; "traitthompson "; atkins@oksenate.gov; Brian

Downs; "Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov"
Cc: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Pettit
Subject: Exchange Press
Date: Thursday, January 19, 2012 10:15:00 AM

Here are some articles re/ Exchange activity across the country sent by the RGA, I thought
you might find them interesting:
 
U.S. Reports Progress in States on Coverage for Uninsured (Bloomberg Businessweek)
 
Column: Why doctors might be turning on 'ObamaCare' (USA Today)
 
Health Insurance Rate Review: Lowering Costs for American Consumers and Businesses (CCIIO)
 
A Republican rift on health exchanges (Washington Post)
 
Building a health insurance marketplace one step at a time (Stateline)
 
2012 Progress Report: States Are Implementing Health Reform (White House)
 
White House says health overhaul on track in many states, but prepares federal backstop anyway
(Washington Post)
 
States ready their health exchanges (Pittsburg Post-Gazzette)
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Can Oklahoma Create a “Free Market” Health
Insurance Exchange Using the $54 Million
Early Innovator Grant?
By Jason Sutton, J.D. and Jonathan Small, CPA

Introduction

On February 25, Oklahoma leaders announced1 our state would accept a $54.6

million “Early Innovator” grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services (HHS). The “Early Innovator” grants were authorized under the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act2 (hereafter “Affordable Care Act”) to begin

developing the information technology (IT) infrastructure for the “health benefits

exchanges” as required under the Act.

That decision has sparked much discussion and confusion regarding health

insurance exchanges and the use of the federal grant to implement an exchange in

Oklahoma.

To their credit, Oklahoma’s leaders have, to date, been clear that their intention is

to take the federal funds and create a health insurance exchange that empowers

consumer choice through real competition—in essence, an exchange unlike those

required under the Affordable Care Act.

However, a serious question remains: Does the “Early Innovator” grant permit

Oklahoma to use this $54 million to create the type of “patient centered,” “free-

market, conservative” insurance exchange state leaders are pursuing?

The short answer to that question: highly unlikely. The $54 million “Early

Innovator” grant is specific in its requirement that the state may only use the grant

funds to create an exchange that complies with the requirements of the Affordable

Care Act.

First, it would be constructive to clarify some of the confusion regarding “health

insurance exchanges” and to explain what state leaders have said they intend to do

with the federal grant funds.

What are health insurance exchanges?

The requirement under the Affordable Care Act that states establish a “health

benefits exchange”—or health insurance exchange—seemingly has been the most

confusing aspect of the entire health reform law.

It is important to note that health insurance exchanges pre-date the Affordable

Care Act. Exchanges were developed nearly a decade ago by the Heritage

Foundation, a conservative public policy think tank. The Heritage Foundation

envisioned insurance exchanges as a centralized online “marketplace”—essentially

a website—that was lightly regulated, where transactions costs were reduced, where

all types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could

participate and compete, and where competition would promote real choices for

consumers.

As Robert Moffit, Ph.D., of the Heritage Foundation wrote in 2006:3
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“A properly designed health insurance exchange would function as a single market for all
kinds of health insurance plans, including traditional insurance plans, health maintenance
organizations, health savings accounts, and other new coverage options that might emerge
in response to consumer demand. In principle, it would function like a stock exchange, which
is a single market for all varieties of stocks and reduces the costs of buying, selling, and
trading stocks. For the same reasons, other types of market transactions are also centralized,
such as farmers’ markets, single locations where shoppers can purchase a variety of fresh
fruits and vegetables, and Carmax, where consumers can choose from among all kinds of
makes and models of automobiles.”

For reasons unimportant here, the idea never gained much traction, with only one state, Utah, enacting

such an exchange. However, following the enactment of the Affordable Care Act in March 2010, Americans

received their first real exposure to the term “insurance exchanges.”

Affordable Care Act exchanges are not Heritage Foundation exchanges. Affordable Care Act exchanges

are perversions of the “free market” exchange model promoted by the Heritage Foundation.

As Ed Haislmaier of the Heritage Foundation recently noted:4

“What Congress did in the [Affordable Care Act], however, was to merely keep the word
‘exchange,’ while designating the purpose as something very different. Rather than serving
as a mechanism for expanding health insurance choice, variety, and competition, and for
spurring plans and providers to innovate and offer customers better value, [Affordable Care
Act] exchanges will impose new regulations, administer new subsidies, standardize
coverage, and restrict consumer choice and insurer competition more than it is already. Thus,
in the [Affordable Care Act] Congress has perverted the exchange concept into a
bureaucratic tool for federal subsidization, standardization, and micromanagement of health
insurance coverage by the Department of Health and Human Services.”

Affordable Care Act exchanges differ from the free market approach promoted by the Heritage

Foundation in several significant ways.

Affordable Care Act exchanges:

• Are Heavily Regulated

o In addition to the likely unconstitutional mandate for individuals to purchase health

coverage, the Act places onerous burdens on insurers, insurance plans, individuals

and businesses. Notably, the Act regulates the health insurance exchanges by

restricting certain insurers from participating, by preventing insurers from

underwriting risk, by forcing insurers to rate consumers similarly regardless of risk,

by mandating the amount of coverage each plan offered in the exchange must

provide and by restricting health providers from freely contracting with insurers on

reimbursement rates and networks.

• Limit Choice

o The Act limits choice for consumers by requiring that EVERY plan available in the

exchange provide minimum levels of coverage. Plans would be grouped together into

only four categories (“Bronze,” “Silver,” “Gold,” and “Platinum”) based on actuarial

value. In addition, certain individuals would be eligible to purchase a “catastrophic”

coverage plan that doesn’t require the minimum levels of coverage other plans must

provide.

• Restrict Competition

o The Act restricts competition not only by requiring that all plans meet certain

minimum standards, but also by prohibiting any insurer from participating in the

exchange that doesn’t offer at least one plan in both the “silver” and “gold”

categories and that agrees to charge the same premium for plans sold inside the

exchange and outside of the exchange.

As Moffit further explains:5

“Under the Heritage design, individuals could choose the health plan they want without
losing the tax benefits of employer-sponsored coverage. The exchange we propose would be
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open to all state residents and—very importantly—be free of federal regulation. Under the
[Affordable Care Act], however, the congressionally designed exchanges are a tool imposed
on the states enabling the federal government to standardize and micromanage health
insurance coverage, while administering a vast and unaffordable new entitlement program.
This is a vehicle for federal control of state markets, a usurpation of state authority and the
suppression of meaningful patient choice. Heritage finds this crushing of state innovation
and experimentation repugnant.” (Emphasis added)

Clearly, then, an exchange that complies with the requirements of the Affordable Care Act cannot

seriously be considered a “free market” exchange.

Which type of Exchange do Oklahoma leaders intend to implement?

Oklahoma’s leaders have been unambiguous in their stated intentions to create a “free market”

exchange similar to those promoted by the Heritage Foundation.

In the February 25 news release6 announcing Oklahoma would accept the grant, Senate President Pro-

Tempore Brian Bingman said:

“Real solutions to our health care needs are best found through market-based principles of
choice and competition. The health insurance exchange empowers Oklahomans with those
free-market tools…”(Emphasis added)

In a March 22 letter7 to legislators, Gov. Mary Fallin stated:

“One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an
Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force
its own model on the state…Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us,
the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big
government, tax-and-spend plan that is the [Affordable Care Act].” (Emphasis added)

It is clear that Oklahoma’s leaders have no intention of implementing the type of rigid, heavily regulated

health insurance exchanges mandated under the Affordable Care Act.

Can Oklahoma implement a “patient centered, free market” exchange by using the Early Innovator

Grant?

It is exceedingly unlikely. While Oklahoma leaders have clearly stated their intention to create a

“patient-centered, pro-market exchange…[that uses]…free market principles to contain health insurance

costs,” such an exchange is simply not permitted under either the Affordable Care Act or the $54 million

“Early Innovator” grant our state recently accepted.

The “Early Innovator” grants were authorized by the Affordable Care Act to provide states funding to

begin developing the IT infrastructure necessary to support the exchanges required by the Act.

Section 1311(a) of the Affordable Care Act authorizes the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services (HHS) to make grants available to states for the establishment of “American Health

Benefits Exchanges.” Section 1311(a)(3) limits the “use of funds” made available to “activities (including

planning activities) related to establishing an American Health Benefits Exchange, as described” in the

Affordable Care Act.

In an October 2010 grant announcement,8 HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius did in fact make funds

available to the states in the form of “Early Innovator” grants for the purpose of implementing the type of

exchanges obligated by the Affordable Care Act.

That grant announcement is implicit in its requirement that states that accept the money are to

implement exchanges that comply with the Affordable Care Act.

On page four, the document states:9

“I. Funding Opportunity Description. A. Purpose. This Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA) will provide competitive incentives for States to design and implement
the Information Technology (IT) infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance
Exchanges–new competitive insurance market places that will help Americans and small
businesses purchase affordable private health insurance starting in 2014.”

On page five, the document further states:10
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“C. Background. On March 23, 2010, the President signed into law the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act. On March 20, 2010, the Health Care and Education Reconciliation
Act of 2010 was signed into law. The two laws are collectively referred to as the Affordable
Care Act…Among its provisions, the law provides for funding to assist States in implementing
parts of the Affordable Care Act.”

“Section 1311 of the Affordable Care Act provides funding assistance to the States for the
planning and establishment of Health Insurance Exchanges…The Affordable Care Act
provides that each State may elect to establish an Exchange that would: 1) facilitate the
purchase of qualified health plans (QHPs); 2) provide for the establishment of  Small Business
Health Options Program (SHOP Exchange) designed to assist qualified employers in
facilitating the enrollment of their employees in QHPs offered in the SHOP Exchange; and 3)
meet other requirements specified in the Act.”

Based on the language included in the grant announcement, there can be no doubt that the purpose of

the “Early Innovator” grant is for the state to implement an exchange that complies with the requirements

of the Affordable Care Act.

Furthermore, not only does the Affordable Care Act grant HHS broad authority to audit the state’s use of

the grant funds at any time, but HHS will also actively monitor Oklahoma’s progress to ensure certain

targets are met before the state can draw down the additional grant funds necessary to continue

implementation of the exchange.

The “Notice of Grant Award” –the document announcing Oklahoma’s award of the $54.6 million Early

Innovator grant–specifies that funds will only be released incrementally as certain benchmarks are

reviewed and approved.11

“Special Terms & Conditions. 2. Restriction of Funds. Grantee will not have access to the
contractual line item funds until the conditions under Parts A and B have been met.”

“B. Grantee must also meet specific Program Requirements, to include undergoing
standard industry Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) reviews. The Early Innovator
Exchange IT SDLC reviews are as follows (with tentative dates to occur):

1. Architecture Review 3/16/2011
2. Project Baseline Review 4/18/2011
3. Detailed Design Review 9/14/2011
4. Operational Readiness Review 10/10/2011"

Particularly important are the “Detailed Design Review” and the “Operational Readiness

Review.” As shown above, the “Early Innovator” grant requires the state to build an exchange that

complies with the Affordable Care Act, which is heavily regulated, restricts competition by limiting

which insurers can participate in the exchange, reduces choice by mandating that all plans sold in

the exchange meet expensive, minimum levels of coverage and prohibits insurers from freely

contracting with medical providers.

For Oklahoma to draw down the funds and continue implementation it must show during the

“Detailed Design Review” and the “Operation Readiness Review” how it intends to keep out of our

exchange all insurers and plans that do not meet the requirements of the Affordable Care Act. If the

exchange we are building passes that test, it cannot be a “free market,” “patient centered” health

insurance exchange. Instead, it would undoubtedly be an Affordable Care Act exchange.

Based on the express requirements of the grant, it is clear that a state cannot take the grant funds

and build a “free market” exchange that complies with the Act.

Conclusion

Oklahoma’s leaders face a conundrum, but one with a workable solution.

To establish an exchange that truly leverages market forces to create competition, increase

choice for consumers and constrain costs, Oklahoma’s leaders need to finance the exchange with

funds not tied to the Affordable Care Act.

Because the language of the “Early Innovator” grant requires states that receive the grant to

implement exchanges that comply with the Affordable Care Act–and because the states will not
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even receive the funds until they prove compliance—it is very unlikely Oklahoma could implement a

“free market” exchange with the funds from the grant.

It is important to note that no such constraints would exist should the state pursue the creation of

a “free market” exchange with the use of state-appropriated funds or a public-private partnership

financing structure.

Furthermore, the use of state-appropriated or private funds would also likely satisfy the most

ardent critics of using federal funds authorized by the Affordable Care Act to implement an

insurance exchange in Oklahoma—most notably the Heritage Foundation, U.S. Senator Tom

Coburn, M.D., and the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs.

In a March 25 blog post, Heritage’s Robert Moffit wrote:12

“Right now, states across the country are trying to figure out what to do in response to [the
Affordable Care Act] and its health insurance exchange architecture. In Oklahoma, the
question has gone even further as the state government debates whether or not to accept
federal funding, appropriated in the [Affordable Care Act], to create a state information
technology system for a health care exchange.

In addition, and at issue in Oklahoma, is whether states should accept federal funding to
pursue state-based reforms. It would be prudent for states to think twice before accepting any
federal funding from [Affordable Care Act]. As history documents, once states accept funding
from the federal government, they are forever at the mercy of the federal bureaucracy…As Ed
Haislmaier said, ‘The best strategy for the state lawmakers is to adopt their own reforms –
separate from, and independent of, [the Affordable Care Act’s] exchange design.’
Acceptance by states of federal funds appropriated by [the Affordable Care Act], to be used
by the state for the purpose of implementing [the Affordable Care Act], would be inconsistent
with current congressional efforts to repeal and defund [the Affordable Care Act].” (Emphasis
added)

A March 28 statement received by OCPA from Sen. Coburn’s staff clarified the Senator’s position:

“Official position of Dr. Coburn on the plan to implement a state health exchange in

Oklahoma:

Dr. Coburn supports state-based efforts to create free-market, voluntary health insurance
exchanges that encourage transparency, consumer choice, and individual control. States
should be able to use state dollars to pursue innovative strategies to better equip consumers
with information about their health coverage choices. In this model, consumers can compare
plans via the Internet or a toll free number, so they can choose a plan tailored to their
individual needs. In this way, state-based exchanges can help facilitate the purchase of
private health insurance based on price and quality.

The kind of market-based solution Dr. Coburn supports looks a lot like Utah’s market-
based health exchange. It does NOT resemble Massachusetts’ heavily-regulated, state-level
bureaucracy, or the federally-mandated exchanges required by [the Affordable Care Act] –
both of which are built around an individual mandate and price controls on private health
insurance that increase the cost of health insurance for consumers. The main problem with
health insurance is that it costs too much – but the changes in Massachusetts have been
proven to simply increase the cost of coverage, while failing to improve access.

Dr. Coburn supports states using state dollars to tackle the challenges of their own
population. He does not think that any state involved in a lawsuit against [the Affordable
Care Act] should use Administration grant dollars to set up an exchange – regardless of
whether that exchange looks more like Utah’s model or [the Affordable Care Act’s] model. He
is glad that Oklahoma has filed a lawsuit against [the Affordable Care Act] and will continue
to do everything he can at a federal level to overturn this unconstitutional $2.6 trillion law
that fails to fix what is broken in our health care system.” (Emphasis added)

In a March 17 blog post, OCPA stated:13

“It is important to add, however, that OCPA has never advocated acceptance of federal
funds—especially federal funds that have to be printed or borrowed—to accomplish state
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goals that are not a ‘core’ function of state government.
To be clear, OCPA believes the state should not use federal dollars to implement a health

insurance exchange. If state leaders conclude an insurance exchange is vital for reducing
costs of care and increasing access to care for consumers, the state should appropriate state
dollars to build it.”

Oklahoma leaders have been clear that their intention is to pursue the creation of an exchange

that leverages market forces to induce completion, increase choices and lower prices for health

insurance consumers. Unfortunately, the best of intentions will likely be constrained by the inflexible

parameters of the “Early Innovator” grant.

Jason Sutton, J.D. is the Policy Impact Director for OCPA and previously served as Senior
Communications Officer at the Oklahoma Insurance Department. Jonathan Small, CPA is the Fiscal
Policy Director for OCPA and previously served as Director of Government Affairs at the Oklahoma
Insurance Department.
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From: Denise Northrup 

To: Alex Weintz 

Subject: Fwd: BLOG ALERT: Politicker NJ: Christie says Sebelius hasn"t answered his administration"s questions about 
exchanges 

Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:15:28 PM 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 16, 201 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman < 
Subject: FW: BLOG er : Christie says Sebelius 
hasn't answered his administration's questions about exchanges 

FYI: New Jersey 

Christie says Sebelius hasn't answered his administration's questions about 
exchanges 
Max Pizarro 
Politjcker NJ 

NEWARK - New Jersey will comply with the law of the land, the Affordable Healthcare 
Act, but Gov. Chris Christie does not yet know how New Jersey will comply. 

The federal government extended the deadline to Dec. 14 for New Jersey's decision on 
how it wants to participate in a healthcare exchange. 

As part of the president's healthcare reform, a state can set up its own exchange system, 
partner with the federal government, or rely solely on the feds to operate the exchange. 

Christie said he doesn't know yet which of these he favors, in large part because he said 
his administration's questions to Health Secretary Kathleen Sebelius (pictured) have gone 
unanswered. 

"We have sent letters and they have not been answered," Christie told reporters at his 
press conference today. 

He said he thought he was inclined to do a statewide exchange but is worried the feds 
will saddle New Jersey with more costs and he's unwilling to allow that to happen. 

"I need answers from the Obama administration," Christie said. "I hope they don't back us 
into a decision by not giving me an answer." 

If Sibelius doesn't respond, Christie said he's probably likely to select a pure federal 
implementation of the program so the state doesn't own it without knowing the program's 
full extent. 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
Subject: Fwd: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:11:52 PM
Attachments: Letter from AG Pruitt re Health Care lawsuit.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Hey there, was this internal only or did you release to press? Thx

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Mary Fallin" <Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov>,
"maryfallin " <
Cc: "Steve Mullins" <Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov>, "Katie Altshuler"
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, "Glenn Coffee"
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit 

Governor,

Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney General
Pruitt regarding implementation of a state health insurance exchange and
its impact on the Attorney General’s lawsuit.

Thank you.

Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:09:29 PM
Attachments: Letter from AG Pruitt re Health Care lawsuit.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Mary Fallin" <Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov>,
"maryfallin t" <maryfallin >
Cc: "Steve Mullins" <Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov>, "Katie Altshuler"
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, "Glenn Coffee"
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit 

Governor,

Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney General
Pruitt regarding implementation of a state health insurance exchange and
its impact on the Attorney General’s lawsuit.

Thank you.

Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Date: 

Thx 

Denise Northrup 

Rebecca Frazier 

Mary Fallin: marvfalli1 ~ Steve Mullins : Katie Altshuler : Glenn Coffee 

Re: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit 

Friday, November 16, 2012 3:08:48 PM 

On Nov 16, 2012, at 12:54 PM, "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov> wrote: 

> 
> Governor, 
> 
> Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney General Pruitt regarding implementation 
of a state health insurance exchange and its impact on the Attorney General's lawsuit. 
> 
>Thank you. 
> 
> Rebecca R. Frazier 
> Deputy General Counsel 
> Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
> 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212 
> Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
> ( 405) 522-8836 
> Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov 
> 
> 
> <Letter from AG Pruitt re Health Care lawsuit.pelf> 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fwd: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:08:23 PM
Attachments: Letter from AG Pruitt re Health Care lawsuit.pdf

ATT00001.htm

So how did the discussion go this am, this letter seems to me to be political and
purely self serving and does nothing to change the situation we're in...why did they
send?

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Mary Fallin" <Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov>,
"maryfallin t" <maryfallin >
Cc: "Steve Mullins" <Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov>, "Katie Altshuler"
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, "Glenn Coffee"
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit 

Governor,

Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney General
Pruitt regarding implementation of a state health insurance exchange and
its impact on the Attorney General’s lawsuit.

Thank you.

Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: 
To: 

Denise Northrup 

Alex Weintz 

Subject: Fwd: DELAYED EXCHANGE DEADLINE GNES IDAHO MORE TIME TO GET ANSWERS, WEIGH OPTIONS 
Friday, November 16, 2012 1:08:02 PM Date: 

Attachments: image001.png 

Yay ... 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson < .> 
Date: November 16, 2012 10:55: 13 A 
To: Marie Sanderson < msanderso 
Cc: Dustin Huffman <dhuffma 
Subject: FW: DELAYED EXC ADLINE GIVES IDAHO 
MORE TIME TO GET ANSWERS, WEIGH OPTIONS 

FYI: Idaho. 

From: Mark Warbis 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:52 AM 
Subject: DELAYED EXCHANGE DEADLINE GIVES IDAHO MORE TIME TO GET ANSWERS, 
WEIGH OPTIONS 

C .L. " B UTCH" OTTER 

GOVERNOR 

NEWS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Hanian 
November 16, 2012 
334-2100 12:049 

CONTACT: Jon 

(208) 

DELAYED EXCHANGE DEADLINE GIVES IDAHO 

MORE TIME TO GET ANSWERS. WEIGH 
' 
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OPTIONS
 

(BOISE) – Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter said today that he will
consult with legislative leaders and be ready by the new December
14 deadline for submitting a decision on whether Idaho will build its
own health insurance exchange or opt into the federal system being
developed under Obamacare.

 
Governor Otter said he was grateful for Health and Human

Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius setting back the deadline,
which had been today. Sebelius set the new deadline late Thursday
after the Republican Governors Association (RGA) and others called

on the White House for a delay. December 14 also is the deadline
for states that opt to build their own exchange to submit plans for
meeting federal mandates on its design and operation.

 
“I have my working group’s recommendation, and I have been

listening carefully to stakeholders and citizens about this important
choice. This extension gives us more time to get answers from HHS
about what the federal requirements will be,” said Governor Otter,
who consulted with a number of his colleagues from other states at
the RGA conference in Las Vegas this week. “I don’t want us buying
a pig in a poke, so with this extension I’m hoping we’ll get answers
to the questions and concerns we’re hearing from legislators and
the public.”

 
Under Obamacare – or the Patient Protection and Affordable

Care Act – every state must offer citizens an online portal for
comparing and purchasing health insurance policies that meet
federal requirements. States have balked at moving forward with
plans, first until after the U.S. Supreme Court weighed the law’s
constitutionality and then until after the November 6 election
determined the likelihood of Obamacare remaining on the books. 
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From: Cody Inman
To: Kandi Batts; Marcia Crawford
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:31:00 AM

The Governor responded to the efforts the past couple days. See below.
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin  
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:56 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
 
Thank you all!!!!!

Mary Fallin

On Nov 15, 2012, at 3:43 PM, Cody Inman <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

 

Constituent Letters and or Calls on Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/15

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
11/8-11/14 Totals 43 91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ ObamaCare 5 145
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 105 109
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 650 1168
Thursday Totals 760 1422

Overall Total 803 1513

 
 
 
Let me add, today is the most calls we have ever received in one day. Every line was lit up starting at 8:30. New record.
 
I’m a numbers guy, so here is the breakdown: 1818 total calls. 227 per hour. 4 calls per minute. Round of applause for
Marcia and Kandi, they never lost their smile J!
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: 
To: 

Denise Northrup 
Alex Weintz 

Subject: Fwd: Governor Walker Announces Decision on Health Insurance Exchanges 
Friday, November 16, 2012 9:41:05 AM Date: 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 16, 201 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman 
Subject: FW: Gove 
Insurance Exchanges 

FYI- WI. 

-mts 

From: GOV Press 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 9 :31 AM 
To: GOV Press 

.> 

> 

s Decision on Health 

Subject: Governor Walker Announces Decision on Health Insurance Exchanges 

November 16, 2012 

For Immediate Release 

Contact: Cullen Werwie, 608-267-7303 

Governor Walker Announces Decision on Health Insurance 

Exchanges 

Madison-Today, Governor Scott Walker sent a letter to the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius notifying the federal 

government of Wisconsin's decision on the implementation of health insurance 

exchanges. 

Governor Walker's letter to Secretary Sebelius can be viewed at: 

http://www.walker.wi.gov/Documents/11.16.12%20Letter°/o20to%20Secretary%20Sebelius.pdf 

### 
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From: Denise Northrup 

To: Alex Weintz: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: Branstad submits letter of intent on PPACA on time; Outlines significant, unanswered questions 

looming over implementation 
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:39:54 AM 

Interesting perspective ... 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson .> 
Date: November 16, 2012 
To: Marie Sanderson .> ,.. 
Cc: Dustin Huffman < 

• : I I Subject: FW: RELE letter of intent on 
PPACA on time; Outlines significant, unanswered questions 
looming over implementation 

m from this AM re Iowa. 

-mts 

From: Albrecht, nm [IGOV] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:19 AM 
To: jgoy press releases@lists.ia.gov 
Subject: RELEASE: Branstad submits letter of intent on PPACA on time; Outlines 
significant, unanswered questions looming over implementation 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
Governor Terry E. Branstad * Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, November 16, 2012 
CONTACT: Governor's Office (515) 725-3518 

Branstad submits letter of intent on 
PPACA on time; 

Outlines significant, unanswered 
questions looming over 

implementation 

21955



 
(DES MOINES) – Gov. Terry Branstad this morning submitted the below letter of intent
on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) to Sec. Sebelius, meeting
the deadline previously set forth by the Health and Human Services director.
 
However, late yesterday, Sec. Sebelius pushed back the deadline to December 14. In
response to the new, arbitrary deadline set forth by the federal government, despite
all the work states like Iowa have already accomplished, Communications Director Tim
Albrecht said the following:
 
“Make no mistake, this deadline was extended because the federal government does
not have the answers or capability to administer the Obamacare program,” said
Albrecht. “This deadline was not pushed back to give the governors more time, rather
it was a lifeline to help save themselves.”
 
The text of Gov. Branstad’s letter is as follows, with 50 remaining questions the federal
government has yet to answer that underscore the information the state needs to
make an informed decision:
 
 
November 16, 2012
 
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
US Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Avenue Southwest
Washington, DC 20201
 
Dear Secretary Sebelius:
 
My top priorities as governor are to protect the health, safety and welfare of Iowans,
promote our State’s fiscal well-being and ensure our State remains a leader in job
creation and income growth. I write you today to inform you that Iowa will continue
on its path to creating an Iowa-based exchange that is intended to protect the health of
Iowans, ensure the integrity of our health insurance markets and safe-guard our State
budget from unnecessary turbulence. I continue to have concerns that an intrusive
Federal exchange would raise costs on individuals and businesses, making it harder
for them to create jobs and raise family incomes in Iowa. In fact, I have even greater
concern that the health benefit exchanges proposed in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) do nothing to address the quality of care or make our
population healthier.
 
However, I cannot provide you with a set of timelines or complete details about the
exchange until our State receives clear, binding rules from your Department. Forcing
an exchange decision on states based on an arbitrary timetable, would be like forcing
a consumer to buy a car without knowing the vehicle’s price tag or fuel economy. If
forced to make a decision with incomplete information, then I have no choice but to
default on some level to a Federal exchange. That is not my preferred path forward.
Recently, I recommitted to my long-time pledge to work in a bipartisan fashion with
Iowa legislative leaders and that pledge applies to our Federal partners as well. We
have not abandoned our legal responsibility to create an exchange; however, the path
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towards consensus rests with you and Health and Human Services leadership. Our
intention is not to default to a Federal exchange, but the road blocks and impediments
in front of us may leave us no choice.
 
As a former governor, I trust you know the challenges states face when trying to
navigate the murky waters of implementing a Federal mandate without clear guidance.
In Iowa, formal rulemaking not only binds both the State and stakeholder to a clear
set of expectations, it also allows for predictable and formal opportunities for
stakeholder input that citizens deserve.
 
Iowa, like many states, has worked diligently, and met all deadlines for health benefit
exchanges. We are updating vital systems and technology within our State, officials
have met with critical stakeholders for input on exchanges and we have a solid
framework for how an exchange could operate in Iowa. However, we continue to
struggle with too many unanswered questions on topics critically important to the
final development of an exchange that meets the needs of Iowans, including the cost
of building and operating an exchange. Practical considerations will be guiding all
states with the looming deadlines set by PPACA.
 
It is my hope that you will work with my State, and others, to address our questions
and give us the flexibility and information we need to address the real challenges we
face when trying to make decisions with incomplete guidance. Enclosed please find a
list of issues and questions on which we seek specific guidance. Building a state-
based exchange at all costs is not an option for any state. If Iowa must have an
exchange, the exchange must provide solutions to the unique health care problems
Iowa faces at an affordable and sustainable cost.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Terry E. Branstad
Governor
 

Exchange-Related Questions for US HHS
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->1)      <!--[endif]-->Please provide a complete list of
regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-opened for public
comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court ruling
(e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to
interface with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these
regulations?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->2)      <!--[endif]-->When will final rules be issued on

essential health benefits, actuarial value and rating areas?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->3)      <!--[endif]-->The federal government has already
extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange
Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the deadlines
for other areas of implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
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Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and
exchange eligibility and enrollment functions? In addition, will the deadlines
change for states implementing a partnership exchange? Will the deadlines be
extended for states implementing a federal exchange? Can you confirm that
states will be able to switch from a federal model to a partnership or state
model until 2019 and that funding will be available to enable that transition?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->4)      <!--[endif]-->When will the details of the federal

partnership options be available? These cannot be considered as an option
without details including cost estimates and how state and federal systems are
expected to link. How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated
healthcare exchanges be sustained?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->5)      <!--[endif]-->States considering a state-based

exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to use the federal data
hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk
adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge?
And, if so, how much will it be?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->6)      <!--[endif]-->When will states learn the details of the

operational systems for a federal exchange? The procedural, technical, and
architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange have not been
released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for our
citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->7)      <!--[endif]-->When will information from the

establishment of a federal exchange be available for states to use if a state
opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to start from
scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->8)      <!--[endif]-->If states choose to build a state-based

exchange, what dollars will the federal government contribute now and in the
future? For the federal exchange states, when will the regulations regarding
the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->9)      <!--[endif]-->It has been widely reported that

Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money will seek to defund
exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law allow
the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional
action to appropriate money?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->10)  <!--[endif]-->What happens to a state that has taken

exchange planning and implementation grants if their exchange is not
financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on either its
residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at
risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->11)  <!--[endif]-->What happens if a state accepts grant

money now to begin to build a state exchange, and subsequently determines
that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal government claw back
these grant dollars from the states?
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->12)  <!--[endif]-->The Congressional Budget Office

(CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that reduces exchange subsidies
after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify for subsidies,
and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does
the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it?
If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if
federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->13)  <!--[endif]-->Alongside the considerable challenge of

greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states are charged by the PPACA
with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the insurance
affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance
tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP)
exchange enrollees. This leaves another major question on the table. What
about all of the other social service programs?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->14)  <!--[endif]-->In order to minimize disruptions to a

state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) is
required to certify multi-state plans that must be included in every exchange.
When will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline for
multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a
state’s insurance market.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->15)  <!--[endif]-->Does the federal government intend to

maintain high risk pools and how will they be financed? What actions will
they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk pool or an
exchange?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->16)  <!--[endif]-->How do states with a federal exchange

ensure that Web Based Entities (WBE) are an option in their state?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->17)  <!--[endif]-->Will HHS and the United States
Department of the Treasury offset the advance payments of premium
assistance tax credits to issuers for an applicant’s outstanding tax, alimony,
and/or child support debts?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->18)  <!--[endif]-->Will state-based exchanges have the

flexibility to retroactively adjust past due premium amounts for interim
changes in income?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->19)  <!--[endif]-->How will the Center for Consumer

Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIO) handle Qualifed Health Plans
(QHP) to Medicare transitions to prevent enrollee confusion and the potential
for unpaid QHP premiums due to the enrollee not terminating the QHP
timely?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->20)  <!--[endif]-->How will CCIIO minimize the adverse

impact of its overly-broad employer notice requirement?
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->21)  <!--[endif]-->What is the process/timeline for the
approval of a state-specific single streamlined application (SSA)?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->22)  <!--[endif]-->Must Iowa have a Medicaid Portal or

can it use the federal portal? If the answer is that it has to use a federal portal,
how does it incorporate state-specific programs (SNAP, TANF, etc.?)

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->23)  <!--[endif]-->What is the role/scope of a verification

plan in a state partnership exchange? Does it require federal approval? How
and when should a verification plan be submitted for federal review?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->24)  <!--[endif]-->What will the federal government

require of all the states in terms of specifications for account
information/record layout/package of data elements?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->25)  <!--[endif]-->When and how should the

implementation review be submitted?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->26)  <!--[endif]-->What are the HBE reporting
requirements (HHS format? ACA 1313A?)

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->27)  <!--[endif]-->Has the Plan Management Forum been

rescheduled?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->28)  <!--[endif]-->Iowa would like to verify that the ACA
will only allow “Indian status” for members of federally recognized tribes.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->29)  <!--[endif]-->Does this flow account for the

possibility that some individuals may not be eligible for the exchange
(because the individual has employer sponsored insurance), but person’s
income could still qualify them to be eligible for Medicaid?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->30)  <!--[endif]-->With individuals coming into the

system through the FFE, what implications are there for Iowa’s existing
online application for SNAP and TANF?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->31)  <!--[endif]-->As an individual begins the application

through the federal portal, what data elements will the FFE use to identify that
the applicant lives in Iowa (attestation, zip code of mailing address, zip phone
of residence, etc.)?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->32)  <!--[endif]-->At the "Transmit Account to State" point

in the diagram, what are the gaps between the information that the federal hub
gives Iowa and the information that Iowa needs to determine Medicaid MAGI
eligibility?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->33)  <!--[endif]-->What data will be included in the account

at the "Transmit Account to State" point? If this data set has not yet been
determined, when will it be determined?
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<!--[if !supportLists]-->34)  <!--[endif]-->Will the single streamlined application ask
about health status (pregnancy, etc.)?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->35)  <!--[endif]-->In the Medicaid Agency swim lane,

should CHIP Eligibility be moved before "Assess for Other IAP Eligibility"
step? If so, this may be useful information for CCIIO to share with other
states. 

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->36)  <!--[endif]-->What exactly happens at the "Assess for

Other IAP Eligibility" point in the diagram?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->37)  <!--[endif]-->What is the communication back to
consumers if it appears they are not eligible for anything (insurance
affordability in addition to Medicaid and CHIP)?

<!--[if !supportLists]-->38)  <!--[endif]-->Can Iowa receive the application
electronically (and thus meet the regulation that requires states to do so)
through the FFE (instead of having a separate state-supported Medicaid
portal)? Would using the FFE that meets the intent of the law which says that
the states’ Medicaid must have the capability to accept Medicaid applications
electronically?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->39)  <!--[endif]-->Will the paper application have to reflect

the data elements in the single streamlined application and then have a number
of supplemental data elements that are required by Iowa, or can the state
continue using the current Iowa paper joint application?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->40)  <!--[endif]-->Iowa would like to verify that the entry

point for the select group of people who are categorically eligible for
Medicaid (babies born to Medicaid mothers, SSI, etc.) will remain subject to
current business rules.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->41)  <!--[endif]-->How will the business rules for Medicaid

presumptive eligibility change?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->42)  <!--[endif]-->From an education and outreach
perspective, how will hospital staff get trained on the presumptive eligibility
process?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->43)  <!--[endif]-->The Blueprint roadmap lists “Navigator”

under 2.6, but does not indicate it is something that could be in a state
partnership model (the partnership columns are not checked). In the same
roadmap, 13.3 mentions Consumer assistance and indicates it can be part of a
partnership model.  The draft “Design Review Modules – State Partnership
Exchanges” under consumer assistance partnership shows Navigator as part of
the module.  It seems like there is a conflict that may need to be clarified.

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->44)  <!--[endif]-->Provide an overview of the federal

Navigator program – are these actual people who will be stationed in the
SPE/FFE states?  Will Iowa have Navigators physically in our state?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->45)  <!--[endif]-->Describe the role/responsibility for the
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federal Navigators (who are the Navigators and what will their responsibilities
be).

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->46)  <!--[endif]-->How will the federal Navigators integrate

with state specific in-person consumer assistors?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->47)  <!--[endif]-->What is CMS’s/CCIIO’s
vision/description of what the state must do to fulfill their obligations
regarding in-person assistance?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->48)  <!--[endif]-->In the blueprint section 4.0 (Plan

Management), there are sub-sections identified as 4.5 and 4.6. However, in
the guidance on what states need to prepare for in the design review for SPE,
these two sub-sections are not listed. Can you clarify what the state’s
responsibilities are for these two sub-sections?

 
<!--[if !supportLists]-->49)  <!--[endif]-->Is there a CMS’s/CCIIO’s plan for

integration between the HBE implementation and the BIP implementation?
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->50)  <!--[endif]-->Describe the role federal call centers play
with regard to helping a caller obtain Medicaid (will the caller be switched to
the Iowa Medicaid call center based on the area code of their call?) Describe
the federal plan for education and outreach? Will marketing materials be
tailored to the state? Will the state have input to the marketing materials?

 
 
 

# # #
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Craig Perry
To: Steve Martin
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 4:24:00 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

FYI.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important

21963

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=115021
mailto:stevemartin@okhouse.gov
http://www.governor.ok.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin



1 
 


Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
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taxpayers and the federal deficit.
 

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,
Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
 

21965



From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Cc: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: interview request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 4:09:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

“opinion pages and blogs have been almost all negative”
 
We should give him the call logs and the recordings!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Denise Northrup; Cody Inman
Subject: Fw: interview request
 
Open records requests regarding recorded phone calls w constituents re: medicaid expansion and or
exchange 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Cody Inman
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: interview request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:47:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Can I speak to you about this when you get a second?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:29 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Denise Northrup; Cody Inman
Subject: Fw: interview request
 
Open records requests regarding recorded phone calls w constituents re: medicaid expansion and or
exchange 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:00 PM

Let the “pile on” begin
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52:00 PM

J
 

From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:53 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Denise Northrup
Cc: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: Open Records request
 
We will put it in the pile.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Natalie Valentine
Cc: Monica Houston
Subject: RE: Invitation from the Susan B. Anthony List
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:15:09 PM

 
Thank you Natalie! I am leaving the office this week so I am copying Monica Houston to handle this
request. They will not be reviewing March requests for some time but she will keep this on file!
 
Monica, please note this is a DC request.
 
Thank you,
 
Dana

From: Natalie Valentine [nvalentine@sba-list.org]
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:13 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Invitation from the Susan B. Anthony List

Hello Dana,
 
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving.
 
Attached and below is an invitation from Marjorie Dannenfelser for Governor Fallin to be featured

as a speaker at our Campaign for Life Summit on Friday, March 15th. Additionally, she is welcome to
join us at our annual Gala that same evening and also join us and some of our top supporters for a
cruise the next evening.  Details are below, please let me know if you have any questions. We are
hoping to get speakers confirmed as soon as possible so we can list them on our first set of
promotional materials.
 
Thank you!
 
Natalie Valentine
Events Manager
Susan B. Anthony List
1707 L Street NW, Suite 550
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 223-8073 - office
(703) 470-1926 - cell
www.sba-list.org
------------------------------------
 
Governor Fallin,

 
On behalf of the Susan B. Anthony List, I would like to invite you to speak at our 2013
Campaign for Life Summit in Washington, D.C.

 
The Campaign for Life Summit is a collection of three in-depth private sessions with key
players driving national policy and political strategies.  This event is connected with our
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annual Campaign for Life Gala, which will take place on the evening of March 15th. The Summit
will take placeon the afternoon of Friday, March 15th and morning of Saturday, March 16th.

 
As you may know, the Susan B. Anthony List is one of the largest pro-life organizations in the
country.  We were founded more than two decades ago with the goal of electing pro-life
women to high office, dispelling the notion that “women’s health” entails rejection of the child
in the womb, and reclaiming an authentic feminism that embraces equality and loving
acceptance.  

 
The annual Gala is our most important event of the year, and we expect more than 600 of our
strongest supporters to attend, all of which are invited to our Summit.  In years past, our Gala
and Summit speakers have included Senator Marco Rubio of Florida;Indiana Governor-elect
Mike Pence;Tennessee Senator Fred Thompson; Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum;
VirginiaAttorney General Ken Cuccinelli; Fred Barnes, editor of The Weekly Standard; Dr. Laura
Lederer, Founder of the Protection Project; and Professor Helen Alvare, J.D.

 
The goal of the Summit is to engage our supporters by discussing and strategizing on
important issues facing the pro-life movement.  To this end, we would be honored to have you
speak to the group and participate in discussion during our second luncheon
session,Protecting the Conscience of Pro-life Taxpayers. This session will analyze how taxpayers
are being forced to fund abortion under Obamacare, subsidize the abortion industry, and how
religious institutions and business owners of conscience are being forced to pay for coverage
of abortion-inducing drugs. We will discuss how these attacks are being waged and what
Americans of conscience must do to fight back.

 

This session will take place on Friday, March 15th from 12:30-1:30 PM at the Mandarin Oriental
Hotel in Washington, D.C.  As a Summit speaker, you are welcome to attend the other Summit
sessions and as well as our Gala reception and dinner as our guest. We would like to honor you and
your pro-life work during our dinner. We are also planning an “Insider’s Summit Meeting” which will
be an intimate evening cruise on the Potomac on Saturday evening, March 16th, with our highest-
level hosts and supporters. We would be honored to have you join us on the cruise and list you as a
headliner for that event as well.

Please let me know your interest and availability as soon as possible.  We need to confirm our
speakers by November 30th in order to start advertising the event.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marjorie Dannenfelser
President
Susan B. Anthony List
 
P.S.  My Events Manager, Natalie Valentine is standing by to answer any questions you may
have.  She can be reached at nvalentine@sba-list.org or (703) 470-1926. Thank you for your
consideration.
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From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: For Immediate Release-House Democratic Leader Inman"s Comments on Gov. Fallin"s Rejection of

Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:50:00 PM
Attachments: image003.png

This didn’t go out on House distribution so just making sure you see this…
 
 
 

 
 

Oklahoma House of Representatives
November 19, 2012

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release:
Contact:  Democratic Leader Scott Inman
Capitol:  (405) 557-5370
 
 

House Democratic Leader Inman’s
Comments on Gov. Fallin’s Rejection of

Medicaid Expansion
 

The Oklahoma House of Representatives’ Democratic
Leadership releases the following statement in response to
Governor Fallin’s decision to reject an expansion of Medicaid and an
Oklahoma solution to health care exchanges mandated under the
Affordable Care Act:
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Democratic Leader Scott Inman (D-Del City) stated: “On behalf
of the hundreds of thousands of uninsured Oklahomans; the
businesses, doctors and hospitals who are drowning in the costs of
their uncompensated care; and the Oklahoma taxpayer who
ultimately foots the bill for those uninsured through higher taxes
and increased medical costs, House Democratic leaders are deeply
disappointed and frustrated that Governor Fallin and Republican
Leaders have today decided to play politics with the lives, health
care and pocket books of thousands of Oklahoma citizens.
 

The Governor’s decision will ensure that nearly 200,000
Oklahoma men, women and children will be unable to get the health
care they need. Because other states around the country have
decided to seek health care coverage for their citizens, Oklahoma
Republican leaders have created a situation where Oklahoma tax
dollars will be sent to places like Maryland, Rhode Island and
California to insure their citizens while the poorest uninsured
Oklahomans will continue to go without health insurance.
 

Likewise, by refusing to revisit the issue of health care
exchanges, Governor Fallin has violated one of her principle
campaign promises: to do everything in her power to fight federal
government interference in the Sooner State. Instead of allowing
Oklahomans to establish and create an Oklahoma health care
exchange, she and Republican leaders have simply extended the
invitation to the Obama administration to come to our state and do
it for us. While many in the House Democratic Caucus may not have
supported all of the provisions of the new health care law, we are
realistic and understand that Republican House Speaker John
Boehner’s (R-Ohio) words ring true. Whether we like it or not, ‘it’s
the law of the land.’
 

We respected Governor Fallin’s decision to wait until after the
November Presidential election before moving forward with her
plans on the Medicaid expansion, as well as the establishment of the
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health care exchanges. Presumably, if Governor Romney had
prevailed, Oklahoma would have been poised to support the
decision our Governor has announced today. However, since the
election ended with a vastly different result, we had hoped our
state’s leaders would put politics aside and do everything in their
power to ensure whatever is established in Oklahoma is done with
the control and input of Oklahomans.”
 

It was recently reported that in order to make her decision,
Governor Fallin took a series of public opinion polls to measure the
political winds. Inman went on to say, “House Democrats believe
leaders shouldn’t govern by sticking one’s finger in the wind, but
instead with the knowledge, courage and fortitude to do what’s
right, even when it may not be politically popular. It would appear
that the Governor and Republican leaders have ignored the
uninsured in our state, as well as the conservative Republican
business people from the hospital and medical community who
vociferously encouraged her to make the right choice.  Instead, the
focus, it appears, is on protecting their right flank from attack in the
next election.”
 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Governor Fallin Press Release
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:57:16 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Irwin 
Date: November 19, 2012 1:46:49 PM CST
To: Mark Irwin 
Subject: FW: Governor Fallin Press Release

Greetings Patriots,
 
I am on new ground here as this is my first ever pro Governor Fallin email, but she has
honored her oath of office and has rejected both the implementation of health
exchanges and the expansion of Medicaid under the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act(Obamacare).  Way to go Madame Governor, perhaps this will be the first step
in establishing the second American Republic.  She will need our continued vigilance
and support to see this thing through.
 
http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/newsroom/newsroom_article.php?
id=223&article_id=9750
 
 
Mark
 
"Do your duty in all things.  You cannot
do more, you should never wish to do less."
Robert E. Lee
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Cody Inman
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:19:00 PM

Please take a look at the talking points to help if questions arise!
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
Yes, I sent to everyone!
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Thank you. These point are helpful. Is it ok to let my folks read the talking points ?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
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pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
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Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Jana Staples
To: allen.staples
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:09:00 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma Letter to Secretary Sebelius.pdf

Take a look!!

 

Jana Staples
Director of Special Projects
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
 
Phone l 405.522.8848
Fax l 405.521.3353
 
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
 
Jana.staples@gov.ok.gov
 
 

 

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878
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“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Cody Inman
To: "Altman  Michelle"
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:03:00 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma Letter to Secretary Sebelius.pdf

FYI.

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Cody Inman
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02:00 PM

Thank you. These point are helpful. Is it ok to let my folks read the talking points ?
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
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government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,
Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Fwd: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55:32 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf
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Sebelius Letter.pdf
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Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health
Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)

[cid:image001.jpg@01CDC644.A8D29060]

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN

MEDIA CONTACTS:

Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>

(405) 522-8819

Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>

(405) 522-8878

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov<http://www.governor.ok.gov>
Facebook:
 www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin<http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
>
Twitter:
 www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin<http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin>

________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid
Expansion

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based
exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers,
Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine
the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a
health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable
Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase
quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an
undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it
is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the
nation’s growing deficit crisis.

“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of
Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA
compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an
exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the
people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters
have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law
through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment
prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.

“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health
Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health
insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax
dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support
and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and
that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the
quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.

“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the
Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion
would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It
would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not
be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as
education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already
contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government.

“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously.
The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I
remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
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“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions
that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious
reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public
health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs
could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital
and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders
and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.”

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA

Talking Points

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based
insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she
and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all
Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the
Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from
significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens.
The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest
reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA
and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order
to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve
the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are
bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve
health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is
committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to
our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the
Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to
reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address
rising healthcare costs.

Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state
based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear
how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating
an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not
benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the
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control of the federal government.

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is
estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA
in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially
sound healthcare solutions.

·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass
the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the
exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the
healthcare plan.

Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform
in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed
improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not
begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law
does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens.

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of
Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying
for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of
the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid
expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and
the federal deficit.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible
enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate
of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an
outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare
real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that
Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually
begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health
outcomes.

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the
number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in
2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of
private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma
program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%)
would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses
and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance
coverage as other large employers and their employees.
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·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as
written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the
mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.
Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to
learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important,
but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our
citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports
individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust
private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of
uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of
the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens

o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health)
choices

o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health

o Support the purchase of private insurance products

o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in
Oklahoma, including;

• High-risk case management

• Chronic disease self management

• Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and
emergency department visits

o Realign the public health system to support these goals

·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers
about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured.

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal
nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are
met.
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Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Craig Perry
To: John Estus
Subject: Fw: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:52:45 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

Craig Perry 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
(
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
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on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

21994



2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Ken Levit
Subject: Fwd: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:46:33 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf
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Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health
Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)

[cid:image001.jpg@01CDC644.A8D29060]

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN

MEDIA CONTACTS:

Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>

(405) 522-8819

Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>

(405) 522-8878

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov<http://www.governor.ok.gov>
Facebook:
 www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin<http://www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
>
Twitter:
 www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin<http://www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin>

________________________________
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
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Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid
Expansion

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement
announcing that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based
exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers,
Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine
the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a
health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable
Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase
quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an
undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it
is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the
nation’s growing deficit crisis.

“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of
Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA
compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an
exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the
people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of the fact that voters
have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law
through their support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment
prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.

“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health
Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health
insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax
dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support
and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and
that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the
quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.

“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the
Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion
would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It
would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money that may or may not
be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid
expansion would require cuts to important government priorities such as
education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already
contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal government.

“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously.
The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I
remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.

21997



“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions
that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious
reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public
health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs
could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital
and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders
and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.”

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA

Talking Points

·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based
insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she
and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all
Oklahoman’s. One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the
Health and Human Services agencies during the recent economic downturn from
significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens.
The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest
reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA
and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers across the country in order
to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve
the quality of healthcare or address the escalating healthcare costs that are
bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve
health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is
committed to building upon those innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to
our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the
Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to
reduce the number of uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address
rising healthcare costs.

Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state
based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear
how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating
an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not
benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the
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control of the federal government.

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is
estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA
in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially
sound healthcare solutions.

·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass
the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers selling products on the
exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the
healthcare plan.

Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform
in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not adequately address needed
improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not
begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law
does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens.

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of
Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years 2014 and 2020. Paying
for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of
the state’s budget like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid
expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on taxpayers and
the federal deficit.

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible
enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate
of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an
outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare
real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that
Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually
begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health
outcomes.

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the
number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in
2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of
private insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma
program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%)
would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses
and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance
coverage as other large employers and their employees.
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·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as
written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals when CMS implements the
mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.
Healthy people create a more productive workforce and children that are able to
learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important,
but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our
citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one that supports
individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust
private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of
uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The Oklahoma plan will include some of
the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens

o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health)
choices

o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health

o Support the purchase of private insurance products

o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in
Oklahoma, including;

• High-risk case management

• Chronic disease self management

• Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and
emergency department visits

o Realign the public health system to support these goals

·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers
about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing the number of uninsured.

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal
nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique needs of our citizens are
met.
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Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:55:00 AM
Attachments: facebook-iconf5423f

linkedin57e847
twitter newbird boxed whiteonblue30pta375f2
bealeclr-with-line-small527e23

Importance: High

Add this to the list we’ll need to reply to…
 

From: Dick Beale [mailto:Dick@bealepro.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:30 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Importance: High
 
Dear Ms. Northrup and Ms. Altshuler,

 
The national election is over and like or not (Not!), we are going to have to deal with prospect of

Obamacare being implemented in Oklahoma. We can take the high road and do it ourselves in a way

that makes sense in Oklahoma or we can face the prospect of a punitive installation of a Federal

Exchange.

 
Governor Fallin needs to take a leadership position in this effort to do something positive to protect the

interests of Oklahomans. We can no longer have our state government held hostage by a minority of

over zealous, ultra-right wing fanatics. Governor Fallin risks losing the support of many of us

conservative realists who have supported her for many years.

 
There is plenty of assistance in the wings waiting to be called into action to get a state exchange in

place and we have been given additional time by HHS to make it a reality. We are not supporting

Obamacare in principle, but making certain Oklahoma's principles are preserved in the exchange

process to the greatest extent possible.

 
Many of us have been working within the insurance industry for years to design a working system. We

believe that there will never be a better opportunity to have flexibility in design than there is right now. 

 
Please share this with Governor Fallin and urge her to do the "right" thing.

 
Thank you for your time and support.

 
 

 Dick Beale
Senior Vice President

Dick@bealepro.com

3000 NW 149th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73134

P.O. Box 21880, Oklahoma City, OK, 73156

405-521-1600 or 800-530-4863

405-521-1610 fax 
www.bealepro.com
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:50:00 AM
Attachments: Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, Eliminate Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices.pdf

 
 

From: Cronn, Christopher  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:26 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: McMullen, Jennifer
Subject: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
 
Denise,
 
Attached is the document referenced in your meeting with UnitedHealth Group earlier.  Let us know
if you have any questions.
 
Thanks again!
Chris
 
Chris Cronn
Vice President, State Government Affairs
UnitedHealth Group
1001 Congress, Ste. 300
Austin, TX  78701
512-689-0497
 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:24:47 AM

I will be happy to call speaker as well as ppt.  Also, we should call more than just
BC/BS on the insurance side;  perhaps Dan Ramsey and Brett Robinson as well.

Sent from my iPad

On Nov 18, 2012, at 1:40 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk
thru everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will
alert you as soon as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make
any calls ahead of that in case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls
more than an hour in advance of the release. We will send out the talking points only
after the press release goes out. If all goes as planned we expect the release to go out
at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie
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Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'
<Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only.
Please do not start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release
and the letter. I will alert you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we
plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on
those calls.  If it included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any
one you would like me to contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I
assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact, 
the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa
Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty,
OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in the decision and
will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw stones,
but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals
like Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no
announcement around Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off”
approach before everyone leaves town for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is
important because some may try to get ahead of the announcement if they know the
decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s information directing us to
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start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate the list.  terry
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We
can include it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This
letter was specific ti exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have
also informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for
Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in
the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers,
Oklahoma stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine
the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of
a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable
Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality
and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue
burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my
firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the
quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of
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Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA
compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to open the door to an
exchange run by the federal government. This choice has been forced on the
people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed
their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State
Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key
components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen
Sebelius that Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance
exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’
in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to
implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund
a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that
will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both the quality
of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be
participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid.
Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to
$475 million between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in
subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance on federal money
that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed
Medicaid expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all
ideological stripes have criticized as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously.
The first will be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises
different Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he
and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions
that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious
reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public
health, where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs
could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital
and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders
and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
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RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’
(HHS) request that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option
for building a health insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain
deeply committed to the health of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to
commit our state to the development of an insurance exchange based on the
information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not establish a transitional
reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will elect to
make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid
from a federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to
facilitate greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is
that we can engage in future conversations that allow states the flexibility
necessary to engage in true healthcare reform, create efficiencies in entitlement
programs and empower individuals to take responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as
follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes
in the am to split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it
tomorrow, but not sure what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive
typos) because we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin
to ring.  If possible it would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe)
before the announcement so he can call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I
would also like to continue to build upon these talking points with Nico and Cindy at
OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also probably want to loop in
OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and
the question I was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be
available all day today but will check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor
expand Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply
committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during
the recent economic downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected
by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other
lawmakers and healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not
improve the quality and accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a
financially sustainable manner.  The Governor is committed to building upon past local
innovations in healthcare and immediately begin working with the Oklahoma
legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families and address
the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as
much as $475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these
increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s
budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is
unsustainable and creates additional burden on taxpayers and the federal
deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in
Obamacare.  This Medicaid expansion does not adequately address
improvements in the availability, quality or increasing costs of healthcare and it
does not provide flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their
citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid
of __% between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for
example, an outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and
has been successful at limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the
very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our
state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the
number of uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in
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2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase
of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma
program would be discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%)
would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  Oklahoma small
businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not
creating an Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that
would allow states to understand the full ramifications of building and
implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is
unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states
operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at
$30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in
Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature develop financially
sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of

Oklahoma.  As always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the
tribal nations and other partners so that we may develop solutions that meet
the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of

uninsured and the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will
address the burden of chronic disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs
of healthcare up and increasing the strain on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take
control of their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care
coordination, disease management and community based health outcome
improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
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Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change
language to say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of
"implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cody Inman
To: Mary Fallin
Subject: RE: Affordable Care Act -- Update
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:51:15 PM

Thank you, Governor! I will let them know. Hope you are able to get some rest this weekend and have
a safe trip home.
________________________________________
From: Mary Fallin [
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:30 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Affordable Care Act -- Update

Tell your staff thank you! I know it is challenging and a lot of work!!

Mary Fallin

On Nov 16, 2012, at 3:54 PM, Cody Inman
<Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov<mailto:Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov>> wrote:

Total number of call for Friday: 3,121
2560 – against
561- for

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act

11/8 -- 11/16

In Favor

Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare

9

25

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion

25

42

Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange

84

Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid

9

11/8-11/14 Totals
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43

91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Afforddable Care Act/ ObamaCare

5

145

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion

105

109

Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion

650

1168

Thursday Totals

760

1,422

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Afforddable Care Act/ ObamaCare

0

89

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion

94

29

Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion

561

2560

Friday Totals

6,55

2,678

Overall Total

1,458
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4,191

______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov<mailto:cody.inman@gov.ok.gov>
t - (405) 521-2342

Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov<www.ok.gov/governor>

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: "Stephanie Weber"
Subject: RE: Meeting Link
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 6:22:00 PM

Stephanie – I am so sorry that I did not make it to the meeting. Feel awful. We had an abnormal day
in our office and have been tied down all day. We received 4,000 hit about Obamacare issues and
because we don’t have salesforce…you can imagine what manpower that took.  I would like to
reschedule first of next week, Monday or Tuesday. Let me know what works. Again, I apologize!
 
Thanks,
 
Cody
 

From: Stephanie Weber [mailto:sweber@salesforce.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Cody Inman; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Meeting Link
 
Making sure you saw the updated meeting link: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/join/832129480
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From: Cody Inman
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Would you like something about SQ 756
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:48:00 PM

Ok, thanks
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:48 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Would you like something about SQ 756
 
I think so
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Would you like something about SQ 756
 
To be included in the PPACA letter?
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Would you like something about SQ 756
Date: Thursday, December 06, 2012 1:47:00 PM

To be included in the PPACA letter?
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: "rcodyinman "
Subject: Emailing: Issues - Health Insurance Exchanges - PPACA (Post Opt Out)
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 5:56:00 PM
Attachments: Issues - Health Insurance Exchanges - PPACA (Post Opt Out).docx

Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:

Issues - Health Insurance Exchanges - PPACA (Post Opt Out)

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain
types of file attachments.  Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are
handled.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 1:08 00 PM

So where am I on fulfilling my requests? Can you help? J
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana
Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier;
Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Jill  Geiger; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: Youth Expo and Medicaid Expansion Articles
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 12:42:55 PM

Denise Northrup 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Alex Gerszewski <Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov>
Date: July 23, 2012 8:07:18 AM CDT
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>, Aaron Cooper
<Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Youth Expo and Medicaid Expansion Articles

 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_CUTLIN213786
 
State has already given $2.45 million to Oklahoma Youth Expo,
records show
 
Attending a youth livestock show in March 2002 are Ron Norick
(left), then-Gov. Frank Keating, Cathy Keating, Youth Expo
supporter Bob Funk and then-Lt. Gov. Mary Fallin. Oklahoman file
1 / 2Showing image 1 of 2By WAYNE GREENE World Senior
Writer
Published: 7/22/2012  2:26 AM
Last Modified: 7/22/2012  7:10 AM
 
The Oklahoma Youth Expo - beneficiary of a planned $2 million
state Agriculture Department donation that has brought controversy
- has previously received $2.45 million from the department since
2002, state records show.
 
But tax forms filed by the charity earlier this year show expenses
for the Oklahoma Youth Exposition Inc. were $693,866 higher than
revenues in the year that ended May 31, 2011.
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It was the second time in three years that expenses substantially
outpaced revenue for the event, billed as the largest junior livestock
show in the world, according to the expo's reports to the IRS.
 
The Legislature's general appropriation bill - the $6.8 billion
spending measure that makes up the vast majority of the state
budget for the year that began July 1 - included a $2 million
increase for the Agriculture Department.
 
While the bill didn't specify how the increased funding would be
used, legislative leaders and a spokesman for Gov. Mary Fallin
have said there was an informal agreement that the money would go
to the expo.
 
"The governor was presented with a budget deal that included
funding for the Youth Expo which she agreed to, along with
legislative leaders," said Alex Weintz, spokesman for Fallin. "She
supported that funding at the time and continues to support it."
 
But legislators who were part of the negotiations in the tripartite
talks among the governor's office, the House and the Senate,
suggest it was Fallin's people who were advocating funding for the
youth expo.
 
 
Governor's influence
When asked if any legislators were pushing for the money in the
talks, Sen. Clark Jolley, R-Edmond, chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, said, "No, not really."
 
"It was not a request that originated in the Senate," Jolley said.
 
Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville, chairman of the House
Appropriations and Budget Committee, said he didn't know where
the initial push for the $2 million came from. He thinks some
House Agriculture Committee members were aware of the request
and supported it, but during the budget negotiations, there was no
question about who was championing the spending.
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"There is no question in my mind that this request was coming from
the governor's side of the table," Sears said.
 
Rep. Mike Reynolds, R-Oklahoma City, has argued that the funding
amounts to a donation of state money to a private group and is
unconstitutional. Last week, he called on Agriculture Commissioner
Jim Reese to block the spending, but Reese, listed as a member of
the expo's board of directors, said the expenditure will be part of a
legal contract between the department and the expo, and he plans to
move ahead with it.
 
Reynolds has suggested that the political influence of the expo's
backers has played a role in the funding.
 
Expo Chairman of the Board Bob Funk contributed approximately
$180,700 to candidate and noncandidate committees between 2006
and July 11, Oklahoma Ethics Commission data show. Most of the
money was for Republican candidates and causes.
 
Funk contributed $5,000 to Mary Fallin For Governor 2010 on June
30, 2009. Fallin's campaign made a $1,000 contribution to the
Oklahoma Youth Expo.
 
Funk has said it is "asinine" to suggest that his influence had
anything to do with the funding being approved.
 
Funk, Reese and other state leaders have said the expo is an
important program that teaches important values to future state
leaders.
 
Reynolds said he is sure the expo does many important things, but
he wants the state constitution's requirements followed strictly.
 
"Since when does the governor, the head of the Department of
Agriculture and the so-called legislative leaders get to reach an
'understanding?' " he asked.
 
The spending doesn't pass the smell test for transparency, he said.
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If state legislative leaders wanted transparent government, they
would have specified in the general appropriation bill how the
money was to be spent.
 
"They would never dream of doing that because they knew the
public would riot over it," Reynolds said.
 
 
$2.45 million
Jolley, chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, said he has
concerns about how to make legislative spending bills more
specific.
 
"I actually had this conversation with our fiscal staff the other day
... how are we going to do this stuff in the future because I don't
like how we are doing it currently," Jolley said. "I don't think we're
putting nearly enough legislative direction as to where these monies
will be spent."
 
But legislative specificity in spending bills can be tricky business,
he said.
 
Some years the Legislature has limited how money can be spent
and other years it has not. Both methods have their potential
problems, he said. If the Legislature specifies spending, the state
constitution gives the governor the opportunity to veto the line item.
That means the agency gets the money but not any direction on how
to spend it, he said.
 
Meanwhile, the state Agriculture Department corrected statements
from last week about how much money the youth expo has gotten
from its budget in past years.
 
Last week, an Agriculture Department official said the department's
budget has included $125,000 a year for the expo since 2002.
 
In fact, the agency's payments to the expo have never been
$125,000, according to records released by the department. Between
2002 and 2005, the amount varied from $50,000 to $55,000. In
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2006, the amount was $100,000. From 2006 to 2010, the amount
was $200,000 with an additional $1 million in 2008 for an
endowment in memory of the expo's executive director, who died in
a plane crash.
 
In 2011, the amount went down to $167,000, and in 2012, it was
$175,000.
 
For the 11-year period, the total was $2.45 million, including the
endowment money.
 
All of the money, including the planned $2 million spending this
year, came from the state's general revenue fund, several officials
said.
 
Last week, Reynolds said the money was coming from fees paid to
the Secretary of State's Office, which he said further clouded the
legality of the spending.
 
Sears recalled that during budget talks he said there wasn't enough
money in the state budget for the expo funding. At that point,
representatives of the governor volunteered $1 million from the
secretary of state's funds and another $1 million from the state's
unclaimed property fund.
 
The money went into the general fund, and Sears emphasized that
the money could have been used for any of the spending in the state
budget. Reynolds said he still questions the connection of the expo
spending and the secretary of state's funds.
 
 
Financial questions
IRS forms filed by the expo suggest it has struggled at times
financially.
 
Expo expenditures exceeded revenues by $693,866, the charity's
2010 IRS reports show.
 
In 2009, revenues totaled more than $2.1 million and were $453,021
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over reported total expenses, reports for that year show.
 
In 2008, reported expenses were more than $600,000 over total
revenue.
 
The Tulsa World put several financial questions drawn from the
IRS reports to expo Executive Director Tyler Norvell.
 
In response to several of the questions - including inquiries of what
has happened to the 2008 endowment money from the state -
Norvell said, "We are in the process of completing an audit, which I
expect will be completed in the next 30 to 60 days. I am still in the
assessment phase of all operations and will have a better grasp of
prior year financial reportings once the audit is completed."
 
Norvell was able to clarify $961,931 in "unsecured notes and loans
payable to unrelated third parties" reported on the most recent IRS
form. The liability represents scholarships accrual for future
scholarships to youths, he said.
 
The most recent IRS form shows that Norvell receives no
compensation from the expo but receives $100,000 in reportable
compensation from related organizations.
 
The form - covering the period June 1, 2010, to May 31, 2011 - also
says no paid staff or volunteers attempted to influence state
legislation.
 
 
 
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120721_296_0_Lastmo613508
Sunday: State leaders face difficult choice on Medicaid
expansion
 
By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
Published: 7/21/2012  2:53 PM
Last Modified: 7/21/2012  2:53 PM
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Last month’s U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the
constitutionality of most of the Affordable Care Act left Gov. Mary
Fallin and state lawmakers with a difficult choice.
While the high court said most of the federal law was constitutional,
it struck down a mandate that states accept expansion of Medicaid
coverage to include families up to 133 percent of the poverty level
($30,657 for a family of four in 2012) or lose previous federal
Medicaid funding.
Essentially, the ruling made the Medicaid expansion optional.
Accept the money and thousands of Oklahomans get medical care
with the federal government picking up the lion’s share of the cost.
Refuse it and save the federal and state governments billions and
stymie the progress of an unpopular expansion of federal
government.
It’s a highly political decision that forces Fallin and lawmakers to
weigh issues of economics, health care policy and philosophy.
While some other Republican governors were quick to reject the
Medicaid money, Fallin has put off a policy call on the issue,
possibly until after November’s presidential election or even until
next year’s legislative session.
Read pro and con arguments on expanding Medicaid in Sunday's
World.
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120722_16_A1_Lastmo403242
Medicaid expansion has pros and cons
While it upheld most of the Affordable Care Act, the Supreme
Court said the Medicaid expansion was up to the states.
 
By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer
 
Last month's U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the
constitutionality of most of the Affordable Care Act left Gov. Mary
Fallin and state lawmakers with a difficult choice.
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While the high court said most of the federal law was constitutional,
it struck down a mandate that states accept expansion of Medicaid
coverage to include families up to 133 percent of the poverty level
($30,657 for a family of four in 2012) or lose previous federal
Medicaid funding.
 
Essentially, the ruling made the Medicaid expansion optional.
 
Accept the money and thousands of Oklahomans get medical care
with the federal government picking up the lion's share of the cost.
 
Refuse it and save the federal and state governments billions and
stymie the progress of an unpopular expansion of federal
government.
 
It's a highly political decision that forces Fallin and lawmakers to
weigh issues of economics, health-care policy and philosophy.
 
While some Republican governors were quick to reject the
Medicaid money, Fallin has put off a policy call on the issue,
possibly until after November's election or even until next year's
legislative session.
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Cody Inman
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:43:00 AM

Ok. Sounds good.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:43 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
I will give you a call after PPB to explain. 

Thanks! 
Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:39 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins 
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters 
 
We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
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(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:39:00 AM

We are providing letters/emails from constituents before and after the governor’s decision. Along
with call tallies of opposition and support of the governor’s decision.
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:55 AM
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: PPACA Letters
 
Thanks Cody. 

We need to have an idea of what we are providing to OETA. Can I come look through everything this
afternoon? Also, did you guys catch any red flags? 

Rebecca R. Frazier 
Deputy General Counsel 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd, Ste. 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
(405) 522-8836 
rebecca.frazier@gov.ok.gov 
 
From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 09:43 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier 
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup 
Subject: PPACA Letters 
 
Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 

Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
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Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: PPACA Letters
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 9:43:00 AM

Rebecca: The letters and call numbers referencing PPACA are ready to go for the open records
request. Let me know what time you set with the reporter and we will have it ready to go. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 

Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
The Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; maryfallin
Subject: Re: PPACA post decison numbers
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 6:24:40 PM

Thanks Cody

Denise Northrup 

On Dec 3, 2012, at 5:26 PM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Denise: open records request asked for additional PPACA numbers that included the correspondence and
calls post governors decision. The (in support) column references people that are in support of
“Obamacare”. The (opposed) column is numbers that reflect opposition to “Obamacare” and thank you’s
to  the governors decisions.
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 20 -

December 3 Calls/Correspondence In Support
(approx.)

Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

192 153

 Phone Calls 85 126
  
 Total 277  279

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; "maryfallin@
Subject: PPACA post decison numbers
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:26:00 PM

Denise: open records request asked for additional PPACA numbers that included the correspondence and calls
post governors decision. The (in support) column references people that are in support of “Obamacare”. The
(opposed) column is numbers that reflect opposition to “Obamacare” and thank you’s to  the governors
decisions.
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 20 -

December 3 Calls/Correspondence In Support
(approx.)

Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

192 153

 Phone Calls 85 126
  
 Total 277  279

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Aaron Cooper
Cc: Monica Houston; Tammie Wright; Governor Fallin Press; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:07:14 PM

We might be able to use the media roundtable time on Wednesday....

Denise Northrup 

On Dec 3, 2012, at 2:04 PM, "Aaron Cooper" <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Scheduling,

 

Can you shoot me some potential times later this week or early next week

when we could squeeze this interview in?  It would be conducted via phone

and will last approximately 30 minutes (15 min prep/15 min call time).

 

Thanks.

 

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of
the fiscal cliff and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other
topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The
interview would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you
some background on our readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
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West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: RE: oklahoman/tulsa world call
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 11:43:00 AM

So, I don’t have numbers for these, did you find, and is someone making sure she calls before we
leave?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: oklahoman/tulsa world call
 
We have calls in with the Oak and World to set up a phone call with Pearson and Lorton, but still no
direct numbers. If either of you have personal cell phone info for these guys that would expedite
things. These are the “talking points” I put together:
 

Call with Oklahoman and Tulsa World re: Open Records
 

Talking Points:
·      Transparency and Openness are important to me –

it’s also important for me and my staff to have a
good working relation with your paper

·      We have an honest disagreement with some
people at the paper about the purpose of the
Open Records Act as well as the application of
deliberative and executive privileges; however, we
should be able to continue a constructive working
relationship

·      Please agree to meet with Secretary Coffee and
Steve Mullins to discuss how we can best move
forward, continue an open dialogue and continue
to work together

·      We have not at this time denied or withheld any
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documents regarding the Medicaid expansion and
insurance exchange decision – we are processing
all Open Records requests (Note: the Tulsa World
has NOT editorialized on this subject or made a
records request, yet)

·      However, we have a large volume of records
requests that are enormous in scope, including
requests for:

o   Every email sent or received by the governor
and her executive staff in the month of
November (Oklahoman)

o   Every email sent or received by the governor
and her executive staff regarding
“ObamaCare,” “exchanges,” the “Affordable
Care Act” and “Medicaid” (Oklahoman)

·      These requests represent tens of thousands, if not
hundreds of thousands of emails that will have to
be individually sifted through. This represents
months of work for the office of the governor 

·      Again, please meet with my staff to discuss how
we can process these requests and continue to
work cooperatively together
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Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:40 00 AM

Give this to her with the talking points too (I think)
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 2:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana
Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier;
Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Update on Open Records Requests
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok gov
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From: C.ody Inman 
To: Denise Nortbn ip· Katie Altsb1!1er; ~m;uyfa!li1 :.; .MaQt...fa.llin Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper· Andrew Silvestri 

Cc: Sean Rose: Jean Rouoe: Marcia Crawford: Kandi Batts 

Bee: f-Ody Inman 
SUbject: Affordable care Act - Update 
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:54:00 'PM 

Total number of ca ll for Friday: 3.121 

2560 - against 

561- for 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act 

11/8 -- 11116 
In Favor Ooposed 

Letters/ Emails: Specifica lly cit ing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 

Letters/ Emails: Specifica lly cit ing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 

Calls: Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 

Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 

11/ 8-11/ 14 Totals 

Letters/ Emails: Specifically cit ing Afforddable Care Act/ ObamaCare 

Letters/ Emails: Specifically cit ing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medica id Expansion 

Calls: Referenced Obamacare/lnsurance Exchange/Medica id Expansion 

Thursday Totals 

Letters/ Emails: Specifica lly cit ing Afforddable Care Act/ ObamaCare 

Letters/ Emails: Specifica lly cit ing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medica id Expansion 

Calls: Referenced Obamacare/lnsurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 

Friday Totals 

Overall Total 

Cody Inman 
Senior Public Affairs Officer 
Office of the Governor I State of Oklahoma 
Honorable Mary Fallin 
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov 

t - (405) 521-2342 

Gov. Fallin on Facebook: www facebook com /GovernorMacyEallin 
Gov. Fallin on Twitter: www twitter com /GoyMacyEa!Hn 
Gov. Fallin on the Web: www.governor.ok.gov 

9 

25 

9 

43 

5 

105 

650 

760 

0 

94 

561 

6,55 

1,458 

Oklahoma business owners and executives: share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by 
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com. 

25 

42 

84 

91 

145 

109 

1168 

1,422 

89 

29 

2560 

2,678 

4,191 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: McGuigan commentary
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:45:03 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Preston Doerflinger <Preston.Doerflinger@omes.ok.gov>
Date: November 16, 2012 2:42:37 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Fw: McGuigan commentary

I know its Pat but interesting none the less.
 
From: John Estus 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 03:39 PM
To: Preston Doerflinger; Ron Jenkins 
Subject: McGuigan commentary 
 
Interesting thoughts from Pat McGuigan…

McGUIGAN: Is OK State Treasurer
Ken Miller ‘growing’ in office?
By Patrick B. McGuigan | Oklahoma Watchdog

OKLAHOMA CITY — A question that inquiring minds — at least this one
— seek to answer is this: Is Oklahoma State Treasurer Ken
Miller “growing” (moving to the Left) in office?
The question takes me back to my time in the District of Columbia, when
observant conservatives often fretted over the tendency of friends to shift
slowly (in some cases rapidly) to the political Left, earning words of praise
from The Washington Post and other keepers of the liberal flame.

Returning to the present tense, some background data.

In the forthcoming Capitol Report for News9, I will discuss impressive
growth in state government revenues in the two recurring measures of tax
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income, Miller’s regular summary of gross receipts, and Finance
Secretary Preston Doerflinger’s monthly report on all state tax streams.
Tina Korbe Dzurisin, policy impact director at the Oklahoma Council of
Public Affairs (OCPA) observed in a Thursday (Nov. 15) essay, “The
numbers this month — while impressive — are actually nothing new; they
simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction in the
income tax rate took effect in early 2011.”
On a related front, federal spending, and various scenarios for drops or even
a collapse in such funding, have been the focus of an interim study guided
by Speaker-elect T.W. Shannon, a Lawton Republican.

His timing was and is perfect, considering that Gov. Mary Fallin has not yet
announced whether she’s going along with Medicaid expansion in the
Affordable Care Act (which the president has, in the end, embraced proudly
as “Obamacare”).

Dzurisin and all the folks at OCPA have long said that federal spending
matters. Chasing federal dollars demonstrably spurs higher state
spending. Brandon Dutcher, the policy vice president at OCPA, was
dismayed that Republican leaders bragged about the new fiscal year 2013
budget: “There’s no cuts!”
That explains why state spending is at an all-time high – at least in the
analysis of OCPA’s Jonathan Small, who generally reaches the same
conclusions I do.
Indeed, the Tax Foundation, a respected 75-year-old think tank,
actuallyconcluded Oklahoma leads the nation in state-government spending
growth over the past decade. Yikes! That spending growth information is
often obscured by the state’s comparative economic boom, especially since
the start of the Great Recession.
Some political leaders are not pleased when this spending reality is reported,
but it’s curious that state Treasurer Ken Miller is among them, as he
commented recently: “Those who paint current officeholders as the biggest
spenders in state history are being disingenuous.”

He continued: “Thanks to the inclusion of federal dollars, the (Tax
Foundation) study shows Oklahoma with the highest spending increase in
the past decade. … Federal spending is the responsibility of Congress and
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the president, not state lawmakers …”

Wait a second. Tax Foundation vice president Joseph Henchman replied
this way: “Treasurer Miller concedes that Oklahoma’s spending growth is
the fastest. His response is that the spending growth is not so high if you
exclude Oklahoma’s state spending that’s funded by federal dollars. We
don’t think it’s appropriate to exclude that spending, as it’s still state
spending.”

Tina and her colleagues at OCPA, including fiscal analyst Small and vice
president Dutcher, agree. As a matter of economic analysis, so do I. I know,
I know, I am a mere historian and journalist, rather than a practitioner of the
dismal science. And, perhaps I’m in need of remedial education.

Gently nudging Treasurer Miller, note that state policymakers do indeed
have some control over federal spending in Oklahoma. In fact, this is what
the debate over the Obamacare Medicaid expansion is all about.

In any case, it’s interesting to take note of a professed conservative — a guy
I can’t help but like even when he is gigging my friends — as he “grows in
office.” Attacking not only the venerable Tax Foundation, but jabbing
conservatives in general, is getting to be a pattern for Miller.

Early in his career Miller stood with OCPA as the group released
its Taxpayer Bill of Rights study. He was against “revenue enhancements”
before he was for them.
But lately he has lined up on the opposite side of ALEC, Arthur
Laffer, OCPA, the Tax Foundation, and the Wall Street Journal editorial
page — while lining up on the same side as liberal think tanks like
the Oklahoma Policy Institute and the Institute on Taxation and
Economic Policy (ITEP), as well as liberal professors at the University of
Oklahoma, where he earned his doctorate in economics.
It’s no wonder that my friends at OK Policy, including David Blatt, would
be eager to call attention to Ken Miller’s articles — because many of his
arguments are the same ones used by OK Policy and other critics of Dr.
Laffer and OCPA.

“Tax reform should not be confused with simply eliminating the state’s
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largest revenue source on a wing and a prayer,” Miller wrote, equating the
detailed, thorough, sophisticated study done by a world-historical figure with
“a wing and a prayer.” That one made me grit my teeth.

On Oct. 30 he even took a shot at the historic tax cut enacted by Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback.

In a Nov. 1 commentary called “Stop the Madness,” Treasurer Miller’s more
conservative side was on display, as he challenged the use of one-time
revenues to plug recurring budget gaps.

I happen to think he’s right that is a tactic to be avoided, but his shots at the
state budgeteers of 2012 is curious, given lamentably long-standing
Republican precedents, including those established during his tenure as
House Appropriations Chairman, to … use “one-time revenues to plug
recurring budget gaps.”

To confess bias, I am drawn to the formulation expressed days ago by
Secretary Doerflinger, who said that as we await the likely impact of
national policy decision-makers on the Sooner State in the months ahead:
“Our best defense is to keep playing good offense.”

In moments of subjectivity I can’t help hoping those comments from
Doerflinger are code words for “This time, the governor really is going to
cut taxes.”

Am I missing something? Or, do I need to ponder all of this over a brew or
two? Is it Miller Time?

You may contact Patrick B. McGuigan
at Patrick@capitolbeatok.com and follow us on Twitter:
@capitolbeatok.
 
 
---
John Estus
Director of Public Affairs
Office of Management and Enterprise Services
(405) 521-3097 desk
(405) 706-0084 mobile
john.estus@omes.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:01:04 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov" <Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov>
Date: November 16, 2012 1:44:56 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Re: Fwd: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit

We did not release to press. 

  From: Denise Northrup [Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov]
  Sent: 11/16/2012 03:11 PM CST
  To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
  Subject: Fwd: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit

Hey there, was this internal only or did you release to press? Thx

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Mary Fallin" <Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov>,
"maryfallin " <maryfallin >
Cc: "Steve Mullins" <Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov>, "Katie
Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, "Glenn Coffee"
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit 

Governor,

Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney
General Pruitt regarding implementation of a state health
insurance exchange and its impact on the Attorney General’s
lawsuit.

Thank you.
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Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov
Subject: Re: Attorney General"s Healthcare Lawsuit
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:01:00 PM

Thanks!

On Nov 16, 2012, at 1:44 PM, "Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov"
<Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov> wrote:

We did not release to press. 

  From: Denise Northrup [Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov]
  Sent: 11/16/2012 03:11 PM CST
  To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
  Subject: Fwd: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit

Hey there, was this internal only or did you release to press? Thx

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
To: "Mary Fallin" <Mary.Christensen@gov.ok.gov>,
"maryfallin  <maryfallin >
Cc: "Steve Mullins" <Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov>, "Katie
Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Denise Northrup"
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, "Glenn Coffee"
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Attorney General's Healthcare Lawsuit 

Governor,

Our office just received this letter sent to you from Attorney
General Pruitt regarding implementation of a state health
insurance exchange and its impact on the Attorney General’s
lawsuit.

Thank you.

Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Dan Crippen
Subject: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 3:58:56 PM
Attachments: Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, Eliminate Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices.pdf

ATT00001.htm

This is what the gov mentioned just a minute ago in regards to premium increases...

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Cronn, Christopher" <
Date: November 15, 2012 1:26:17 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: "McMullen, Jennifer" 
Subject: PPACA Health Insurance Tax

Denise,
 
Attached is the document referenced in your meeting with UnitedHealth Group
earlier.  Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks again!
Chris
 
Chris Cronn
Vice President, State Government Affairs
UnitedHealth Group
1001 Congress, Ste. 300
Austin, TX  78701
512-689-0497
 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.

22050



From: 
To: 

Denise Northrup 

Alex Weintz 

Subject: Fwd: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA 

Friday, November 16, 2012 3:S3:40 PM Date: 

Attachments: SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretarv.PDF 
ATT00001.htm 
NE 111S ATTACHMENT Federal Health Insurance Exchange.odf 
ATT00002.htm 

Please read the Nebraska letter, they use good language on the "state run in name 
only" issue 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 15, 20 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman 
Subject: Exchanges: 

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors: 

In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange moving parts, 

please find four releases from governors on their healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE, 

NM and LA If your governor has made a decision and you would like that information 

shared, please let me know. We are doing our best to follow moving parts. 

Thanks, 

Marie 

SC: See letter attached 

NE: See remarks attached 

NM: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with

health-exchange 

LA: See link and letter below. 

http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
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200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana announced that it
would not assume the risk of building a health insurance Exchange as
outlined by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).
Given the fact that deadlines established in the guidance issued in the
August 13, 2012 request of the United States Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the State of Louisiana will
not be submitting a Declaration Letter; however, this letter serves as the
state of Louisiana's position regarding critical components of the PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana has
repeatedly stated that the law has severe legal problems, is bad policy,
and is unworkable. Those beliefs remain unchanged. With the Supreme
Court's decision in National Federation of Independent Business v.
Sebelius, the Court agreed with the State of Louisiana that at least one of
the over 450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage can only be
upheld as a tax. Even after the Supreme Court's decision, there remain
many questions about the legality of the PPACA involving issues
fundamental to all Americans, including religious freedom and unjust
taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of some parts of
the PPACA, it was not an endorsement of its policy merits. In fact, Chief
Justice Roberts underscored this fact when he wrote, "Members of this
Court are vested with the authority to interpret the law; we possess neither
the expertise nor the prerogative to make policy judgments." The PPACA
remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to fix the fundamental
existing problems in the United States health care system, particularly the
unsustainable rising costs faced by American families and small
businesses. Instead, we are faced with a more tightly controlled federal-
run health insurance market that will increase costs, undermine the private
health care marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that the
PPACA is simply an unworkable piece of legislation. With incomplete
regulations and unrealistic deadlines, States and the Federal government
will struggle to have a health insurance Exchange ready for open
enrollment on October 1, 2013 that is not beset with major complications
for the insurance market and the respective residents of the States. The
full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small businesses, the nation's
economy, and the American health care system will only be revealed with
time. The State of Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure
by implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the federal
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government concerning the legality of the PPACA, specifically focusing on
two parts: § 1501 (the individual mandate) and Title II (the mandatory
expansion of the Medicaid eligible population to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level). In June of this year, the Supreme Court agreed that the
mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional. They also ruled that
the individual mandate was unconstitutional under Congress's Commerce
power, but upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to uphold the
individual mandate, they did not rule on the legality of the remainder of the
law. In fact, the Supreme Court is aware that future challenges are likely
to occur by its recent actions. With continuing questions about the
PPACA's legality, we believe it is prudent to wait until these challenges
are completely resolved. Provisions that the Court did not rule on that are
still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-time
employees provide adequate health care coverage to their employees. (§
1513, §1514, and §10106). If they do not, these employers could face a
tax of $2,000 or $3,000.

Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized to provide
premium assistance subsidies to individuals from 100% to 400% of the
Federal Poverty Level. However, the PPACA does not expressly authorize
Federally-facilitated Exchanges to do the same. Subsequent regulations
from the Internal Revenue Service have interpreted the law so that all
Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance. The legality of these
regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define preventive
care services to be provided cost-free by all non-grandfathered insurance
plans. In August 2011, the Secretary released a regulation that included
contraceptive and some abortifacient services as preventative care. The
regulation has been challenged by numerous groups and individuals (in
over 35 lawsuits) who have religious objections to paying for health
insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some abortifacient
services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the PPACA
which coerced States to expand their Medicaid program by threatening
existing Medicaid funding. Questions remain whether this applies to the
maintenance of effort (MOE) requirement, requiring States to maintain
their existing Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual mandate is
a tax, not a penalty as claimed by the administration. The PPACA
originated in the Senate. The Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is
clear that all taxes are to originate in the House, and thus the individual
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mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-member federal
board that is granted the authority to make payment changes for the
Medicare program without approval from Congress. There are also no
administrative or judicial reviews of these decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and regulations
have been delayed or even non-existent. There are serious questions
about the legality of this procedure in light of the Administrative
Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as incubators of
innovation, the PPACA robs States of this ability by limiting their
opportunities to enact meaningful state-led health care reform. For
example, the concept for an Exchange originated as a free market idea
meant to lower the cost of health insurance for those who decide to
purchase such insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding
to purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides individuals the
ability to select the insurance coverage that they want at a lower cost. If
this were truly the framework for the Exchange model outlined in PPACA,
the State of Louisiana would be glad to evaluate it as an option, adopting it
to our State's needs. However, the PPACA Exchange is only
masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a vehicle for the
Federal government to tightly control the coverage options available to
consumers, raising costs and limiting choice. Many employers will drop
the health insurance coverage they currently provide to employees,
leaving individual health care needs to the federal government.
Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA Exchange and associated
insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that if
individuals liked their current health care insurance, they could keep it.
However, the PPACA model will actually force individuals into the broken,
government-run Medicaid system and into heavily-regulated, government-
run health care plans (deemed "minimal essential coverage" by the
Federal government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care plan is best for
them, and not be limited to a one-size-fits-all product that a political
process deems is "essential". By mandating that certain benefits be
provided in all insurance plans, the price of premiums will increase,
leaving individuals unable to continue the coverage they like and a price
they can afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-sufficient by
2015. This will require the Exchange to generate revenue, either by
instituting user fees in the Exchange market or in the entire insurance
market- essentially a tax on all insurance plans purchased. This will only
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further drive up the costs of premiums in the Exchange market for
consumers and for individuals who will have to pay the premium
assistance through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums which are
proposed to be paid for by "the industry." It is troubling that these same
taxes will affect managed care organizations, proven mechanisms for
more effectively controlling cost for Medicaid and Medicare, especially
needed for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more employees
who decide not to provide "adequate" health insurance coverage to their
employees, is a disincentive to provide coverage. Already, businesses are
attempting to modify their business structure to avoid the law's mandates
(either by laying off employees or reducing the number of hours these
employees work). Even those employers who provide coverage can be
taxed an additional $3,000 if that employee is eligible and enrolls in
coverage on the health insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon
the existing insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-facilitated) to be
ready for open enrollment is October 1, 2013. However, it is likely many
exchanges will not be ready by that point, even in those States that are
supportive of the PPACA. The guidance received from the Federal
government is often delayed or non-existent. For a project as large and
complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable hurdle for the
States to overcome. There are numerous unanswered questions and
major problems remaining about Exchanges and the provisions of the
PPACA entangled with them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on October 1,
2013, it must be approved or conditionally approved by January 1, 2013.
However, there have been no formal regulations regarding what
guidelines HHS will use to determine if an Exchange is conditionally
approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that there will be
cost comparisons between the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the State-
based Exchange, and the partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates
have not yet been made public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health insurance
Exchanges, there has been no rulemaking regarding the Federally-
facilitated Exchanges and their interactions with the respective States'
eligibility systems. Promised in the March 2012 final Exchange regulation
was further guidance regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchange. Since
that point, only a questions and answers document has been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of the
Federally-facilitated Exchange, but these documents have not been made
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public. The State of Louisiana filed a Freedom of Information Act request
within the last month for these contracts and has still not received these
documents. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah requested similar documents in
his role as Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance
and has not received a response. It is necessary for these documents to
be made public so that States can make informed decisions concerning
Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated Exchange with
certain functions run by the State. It is an option first introduced by a
power point presentation and further expanded by a document entitled
"General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be
defined in federal regulations. The final Exchange rule proposed no
regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government concerning
whether the Federal government or the States will be responsible to pay
for the state-run functions of a partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to those
between 100% and 400% of the federal poverty line. Originally projected
to cost the federal government $462 billion between 2012 and 2019, these
subsidies are now projected to be $574 billion during the same period by
the Congressional Budget Office. Already, Medicare funding will be cut by
$700 billion to pay for these premium tax credits. There is discussion that
because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable, the number of
Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies will be reduced in
number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including plans sold
on the respective State Exchanges) must meet "essential health benefits,"
benefits not yet defined by the Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking.
Initial informal guidance suggests that these benefits will be based off of
the most popular small group plans in each State in addition to benefits
specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance companies, and other
stakeholders are awaiting formal regulations about essential health
benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value calculator" to
accurately determine actuarial values for plans sold on the Exchange.
This still has not been delivered and numerous questions remain about
how actuarial value of health insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer sustainable reform
of the nation's health care system. Instead of strengthening the market to
lower costs and increase consumer choice, the PPACA created a big
government "solution"- the type of solution history tells us will only create
debt and worry for future generations of Americans. Health care reform
should focus on improving the value of health care in America by bringing
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down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care is essential
for individuals to be better consumers of care. The cost and success rates
of different procedures can be made publically available to help individuals
make decisions about their care. Increased competition through
individuals being allowed to purchase insurance across State lines can
create greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in their health
care choices, States should have greater ability to design programs that
meet the needs of their people. States know how to take care of their
residents more than the bureaucrats in Washington, distant both in
geography and in experience. Louisiana, for example, has been able to
make remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population through
an innovative model of managed care, saving money and improving the
quality of care. However, constrained by the federal requirements for
Medicaid, Louisiana can only do so much. It is time to give the States the
option to administer this program through block grants to save both the
Federal and State taxpayers money and eliminate the perverse incentives
created by federal rules and funding streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The PPACA
should either be repealed or replaced with a system giving States the
ability to truly innovate. At the very least, we ask that you give the States
flexibility through waivers exempting States from the burdensome
requirements of the PPACA while providing the care their populations
need and want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana fully expects
HHS to coordinate its efforts regarding implementation of a Federally-
facilitated Exchange in an effort to mitigate the negative impact on either
our private insurance market or the Medicaid program. The State expects
that the Federal government will adhere to the four guiding principles
included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges"
and intends to hold the Federal government accountable to these
principles. Additionally, the impact on our State's budget is a significant
concern. In this light we expect that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials regarding on-
going implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the
implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other public
meetings or public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding and/or contracts
if the Federal-facilitated Exchange expects any support or assistance of
the State so that the State is fairly and equitably compensated, including
for the use of any State data used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to
verify income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in the State on
the Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details about what activities
these contractors will be involved in, including copies of all contracts;

22057



• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at least semi-
annual) updates on its utilization, cost (including long-term financial
health), and its impact on the State's insurance market, including, but not
limited to the information that must be provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of
the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model are
anticipated, the State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide copies of
memorandums of understanding between navigators and the Federally-
facilitated Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health insurance
Exchange issues is to be directed to the Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals (Bruce Greenstein, Secretary), the official agency
authorized to collaborate with HHS on issues concerning the PPACA in
Louisiana. The State of Louisiana hopes that HHS will listen to its
concerns and give the States actual flexibility to improve health care for all
Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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From: Denise Northrup 

To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Fwd: Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange Under Obamacare 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:49:45 PM Date: 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 15, 20 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman < 
Subject: FW: Gov. erry: exas ot Implement State 
Insurance Exchange Under Obamacare 

FYI-TX 

From: Governor Rick Perry Press Office 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:07 PM 
Subject: Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange Under 
Obamacare 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

RICK PERRY 

For Immediate Distribution Governor's 
Press Office: 512-463-1826 

Nov. 15, 2012 Catherine Frazier: 
catherjne frazjer@gov texas gov 

Press Release Lucy Nashed: 
hicy nashed@gov texas gov 

Josh Havens: 
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josh.havens@gov.texas.gov
 

Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange Under
Obamacare

 
AUSTIN – Gov. Rick Perry today, in a follow-up letter to U.S. Health and
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, reiterated Texas’ decision not to
implement a state insurance exchange as part of Obamacare. The deadline to
inform the federal government of a state’s intention regarding a state exchange is
November 16.
 
“As long as the federal government has the ability to force unknown mandates
and costs upon our citizens, while retaining the sole power in approving what an
exchange looks like, the notion of a state exchange is merely an illusion,” Gov.
Perry’s letter said. “It would not be fiscally responsible to put hard-working
Texans on the financial hook for an unknown amount of money to operate a
system under rules that have not even been written.”
 
Any state exchange must be approved by the Obama Administration and operate
under specific federally mandated rules, many of which have yet to be disclosed.
Gov. Perry previously made clear Texas’ intention not to implement a state
exchange or expand Medicaid under Obamacare in a letter to Secretary Sebelius
in July.
 
To view the governor's letter to Secretary Sebelius, please visit
http://governor.state.tx.us/files/press-office/O-
SebeliusKathleen201211150621.pdf.
 
To view the governor’s July letter to Secretary Sebelius, please visit
http://governor.state.tx.us/files/press-office/O-
SebeliusKathleen201207090024.pdf. 

 
# # #

 

Connect with us: Follow us on Twitter at @TexGov • Find us on Facebook at TexasGovernor

 
Please DO NOT REPLY to this message. It comes from an un-monitored
mailbox. If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please contact
the Governor’s Press Office at (512) 463-1826.
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From: Deniz Nortbn 10 

To: 
SUbjed: Fwd: Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:49:33 PM Date< 
Attachments: Brownback Administration will not SUOOQ!t Obamacare exchaooe.oclf 

ATT00001.hbn 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson - .> 
Date: November 15, 20 : : 
To: Marie Sanderso~ 
Cc: Dustin Huffman 
Subject: FW: Brown ac minis ra ion will not support Obamacare exchange 

Sorry for the flood of emai ls but many of you have asked for us t o keep sending them ... Here is KS. 

-mt5 

From: media@ks.gov [mailto:media@ks.aovl 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 04:05 PM 
To: Dugan, Mark [GO] 
Subject: Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 8, 2012 

For more information: 
Sherriene Jones-Sontag 
785.368.7138 
medja@ks gov 

Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange 

Topeka - Kansas Governor Sam Brownback issued the following statement today after notifying Kansas 
Insurance Commissioner Sandy Praeger that he would not support her grant application to partner with the 
federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance exchange in Kansas. 

"Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state's participation in this 
federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a state-federa l 
partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing it could costs Kansas 
taxpayers millions of dollars. 

"Any other elected official who supports implementation of a federal-state partnership exchange should 
pursue legislation in the 2013 legislative session where lawmakers can debate and vote on the proposal.• 

### 

Click below to connect on the Governor's Social Networks: 
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---
You are currently subscribed to gov-stwide as:
To unsubscribe click here: https://list.da ks.gov/u?id=510066.a20224e258bd837199aa7a85d231246b&n=T&l=gov-
stwide&o=141886
(It may be necessary to cut and paste the above URL if the line is broken)
or send a blank email to leave-141886-510066.a20224e258bd837199aa7a85d231246b@list.da.ks.gov
[Confidentiality notice:]
***********************************************************************
This e-mail message, including attachments, if any, is intended for the
person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
or privileged information   Any unauthorized review, use, or disclosure
is prohibited   If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender and destroy the original message, including all copies,
Thank you
***********************************************************************
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From: 

To: 
Denise Northrup 

Alex Weintz 

Subject: Fwd: Embargoed: Maine Issues Letter to Federal Health Officials Opting Out of Health Insurance Exchanges 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:49:15 PM Date: 

Attachments: Maine Issues Letter to Federal Health Officials Opting Out of Health Insurance Exchanges (2).pdf 
ATTOOOOl.htm 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson .> 
Date: November 15, 2012 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman < 
Subject: Embargoe ame ssues er to Federal Health 
Officials Opting Out of Health Insurance Exchanges 

Please find this EMBARGOED release from Maine re exchanges. 

Thank you, 

Marie 

Marie Thomas Sanderson 

Policy Director 

Republican Governors Associat ion (RGA) 

MSanderson@rga.org 

Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) 

Office (202) 464- 8556 

Cell 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Re: Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:30:35 PM

Keep me coming!

On Nov 15, 2012, at 4:26 PM, "Marie Sanderson" <  wrote:

Sorry for the flood of emails but many of you have asked for us to keep
sending them…Here is KS.
 
-mts

 
From: media@ks.gov [mailto:media@ks.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 04:05 PM
To: Dugan, Mark [GO] 
Subject: Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange 
 

<image001.jpg>

 
 
 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 8, 2012

 

For more information:

Sherriene Jones-Sontag

785.368.7138 

media@ks.gov

 
 

Brownback Administration will not support
Obamacare exchange

 
Topeka – Kansas Governor Sam Brownback issued the following

statement today after notifying Kansas Insurance Commissioner Sandy

Praeger that he would not support her grant application to partner with the

federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance

exchange in Kansas.

 

“Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have

rejected the state’s participation in this federal program.  My administration

will not partner with the federal government to create a state-federal

partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and
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implementing it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.

 

“Any other elected official who supports implementation of a federal-state

partnership exchange should pursue legislation in the 2013 legislative

session where lawmakers can debate and vote on the proposal.” 

 

###
 

Click below to connect on the Governor’s Social Networks:

<image002.png> <image003.png> <image004.png> <image005.png>
 
 
---
You are currently subscribed to gov-stwide as:
To unsubscribe click here: https://list.da.ks.gov/u?
id=510066.a20224e258bd837199aa7a85d231246b&n=T&l=gov-
stwide&o=141886
(It may be necessary to cut and paste the above URL if the line is broken)
or send a blank email to leave-141886-
510066.a20224e258bd837199aa7a85d231246b@list.da.ks.gov
[Confidentiality notice:]
***********************************************************************
This e-mail message, including attachments, if any, is intended for the
person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential
or privileged information.  Any unauthorized review, use, or disclosure
is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender and destroy the original message, including all copies,
Thank you.
***********************************************************************
 

<Brownback Administration will not support Obamacare exchange.pdf>
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From: 
To: 

Craig Perry 

;"sky~e;mc~n;ie···-
Subject: Re: Fwd: URGENT TAHU NEWS: STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:27:22 PM 

Got it 

Craig Perry 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin 

(  

From: Skye Mcniel [mailto:skyemcnie
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 06:25 PM 
To: Craig Perry 
Subject: Fwd: URGENT TAHU NEWS: STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 

Thank you 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Russell Brown < 
Date: November 15, 20 

.> 

.> 

To: Skye Mcneil <sk emcnie 
Subject: Fwd: URGENT T : STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 

FYI let me know 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

e or 
Thompson 
Lauren Jones 
Russel I Brown 
Subject: FW: 

son-. 

2 4:38:42 PM CST 
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EXCHANGES 

FYI-  For those who didn’t receive this email, here is important
information on the reluctance of our state leadership to develop a State-
Based Exchange…
 
Lance Thompson
Account Executive

10441 S. Regal Blvd., Suite 100
Tulsa, OK 74133
918.970.4867 (O)

 (M)
918.970.4880 (F)
lthompson@premier-consultingpartners.com
 

Assistant: Amy Blount
918.970.4871
ablount@premier-consultingpartners.com
 
Connect with me on LinkedIn
http://www.linkedin.com/in/lancethompson1
 
From: Becky Connel  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:10 AM
To: becky
Subject: URGENT TAHU NEWS: STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 
Importance: High
 
We are asking all members to telephone the Governor’s office TODAY and

request that she decide to implement a STATE-BASED
EXCHANGE.
 
The phone numbers are:
 

OKC  (405) 521-2342
 
Or
 

Tulsa (918) 581-2801
 
If she does not decide to do a state-based
exchange, effective Jan 1, 2014, the Feds will step
in and create one AND the small group size will
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automatically go from 2 to 50 to 2 to 100.  That
change was supposed to happen in 2016 but only
if we did a STATE-BASED EXCHANGE.
 
If Oklahoma does NOTHING or chooses to do a
PARTNERSHIP EXCHANGE, small group will be 2 to
100 on Jan 1, 2014 and we will have lost much of
our market control.
 
The train has left the station.  All we can do now
is try to guide it in the best way for our industry
and for our clients.
 
 
 
OSAHU Legislative Committee
 
 
 
Thank You!
 
Becky Connel / Licensed OK. Agent
Benefit Designs of Oklahoma
2805 E. Skelly Dr. #808
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From: Craig Perry 

To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup 

Subject: 
Date: 

Fw: Fwd: URGENT TAHU NEWS: STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 
Thursday, November 15, 2012 6:27:15 PM 

Craig Perry 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin 

 

From: Skye Mcniel 
Sent: Thursday, Novem 
To: Craig Perry 
Subject: Fwd: URGENT TAHU NEWS: STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 

Thank you 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Russell Brown 
Date: November 15 2 
To: Skye Mcneil 
Subject: Fwd: 

FYI let me know 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

e or 
Thompson 
Lauren Jones 
Russel I Brown < 
Subject: FW: 
EXCHANGES 

ATE-BASED EXCHANGES 
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FYI-  For those who didn’t receive this email, here is important
information on the reluctance of our state leadership to develop a State-
Based Exchange…
 
Lance Thompson
Account Executive

10441 S. Regal Blvd., Suite 100
Tulsa, OK 74133
918.970.4867 (O)

 (M)
918.970.4880 (F)
lthompson@premier-consultingpartners.com
 

Assistant: Amy Blount
918.970.4871
ablount@premier-consultingpartners.com
 
Connect with me on LinkedIn
http://www.linkedin.com/in/lancethompson1
 
From: Becky Connel  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:10 AM
To: 
Subject: URGENT TAHU NEWS: STATE-BASED EXCHANGES 
Importance: High
 
We are asking all members to telephone the Governor’s office TODAY and

request that she decide to implement a STATE-BASED
EXCHANGE.
 
The phone numbers are:
 

OKC  (405) 521-2342
 
Or
 

Tulsa (918) 581-2801
 
If she does not decide to do a state-based
exchange, effective Jan 1, 2014, the Feds will step
in and create one AND the small group size will
automatically go from 2 to 50 to 2 to 100.  That
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change was supposed to happen in 2016 but only
if we did a STATE-BASED EXCHANGE.
 
If Oklahoma does NOTHING or chooses to do a
PARTNERSHIP EXCHANGE, small group will be 2 to
100 on Jan 1, 2014 and we will have lost much of
our market control.
 
The train has left the station.  All we can do now
is try to guide it in the best way for our industry
and for our clients.
 
 
 
OSAHU Legislative Committee
 
 
 
Thank You!
 
Becky Connel / Licensed OK. Agent
Benefit Designs of Oklahoma
2805 E. Skelly Dr. #808
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Re: Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange Under Obamacare
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:59:23 PM

Thanks!

On Nov 15, 2012, at 3:58 PM, "Marie Sanderson" < > wrote:

                TX….
 

From: Brandy Marty  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:31 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Fwd: FW: Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange
Under Obamacare
 
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Brandy Marty <brandy.marty@governor.state.tx.us>
Date: Thu, Nov 15, 2012 at 5:30 PM
Subject: FW: Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange
Under Obamacare
To: " >

 
 

From: Governor Rick Perry Press Office 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:07 PM
Subject: Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange Under
Obamacare
 

 

OFFICE OF  THE GOVERNOR

RICK PERRY
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For Immediate Distribution                                                          Governor’s
Press Office: 512-463-1826

Nov. 15, 2012                                                                  Catherine Frazier:
catherine.frazier@gov.texas.gov

Press Release                                                                                 Lucy Nashed:
lucy.nashed@gov.texas.gov

                                                                                                        Josh Havens:
josh.havens@gov.texas.gov

 
Gov. Perry: Texas Will Not Implement State Insurance Exchange Under

Obamacare
 
AUSTIN – Gov. Rick Perry today, in a follow-up letter to U.S. Health and
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, reiterated Texas’ decision not to
implement a state insurance exchange as part of Obamacare. The deadline to
inform the federal government of a state’s intention regarding a state exchange is
November 16.
 
“As long as the federal government has the ability to force unknown mandates
and costs upon our citizens, while retaining the sole power in approving what an
exchange looks like, the notion of a state exchange is merely an illusion,” Gov.
Perry’s letter said. “It would not be fiscally responsible to put hard-working
Texans on the financial hook for an unknown amount of money to operate a
system under rules that have not even been written.”
 
Any state exchange must be approved by the Obama Administration and operate
under specific federally mandated rules, many of which have yet to be disclosed.
Gov. Perry previously made clear Texas’ intention not to implement a state
exchange or expand Medicaid under Obamacare in a letter to Secretary Sebelius
in July.
 
To view the governor's letter to Secretary Sebelius, please visit
http://governor.state.tx.us/files/press-office/O-
SebeliusKathleen201211150621.pdf.
 
To view the governor’s July letter to Secretary Sebelius, please visit
http://governor.state.tx.us/files/press-office/O-
SebeliusKathleen201207090024.pdf. 

 
# # #

 

Connect with us: Follow us on Twitter at @TexGov • Find us on Facebook at TexasGovernor

 
Please DO NOT REPLY to this message. It comes from an un-monitored
mailbox. If you have any questions regarding this announcement, please contact
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the Governor’s Press Office at (512) 463-1826.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; "maryfallin "; Mary Fallin
Cc: Sean Rose; Kandi Batts; Marcia Crawford
Bcc: Cody Inman
Subject: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:43:00 PM

 

Constituent Letters and or Calls on Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/15

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
11/8-11/14 Totals 43 91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ ObamaCare 5 145
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 105 109
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 650 1168
Thursday Totals 760 1422

Overall Total 803 1513

 
 
 
Let me add, today is the most calls we have ever received in one day. Every line was lit up starting at 8:30. New record.
 
I’m a numbers guy, so here is the breakdown: 1818 total calls. 227 per hour. 4 calls per minute. Round of applause for Marcia
and Kandi, they never lost their smile J!
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Re: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:40:01 PM

Don't need it until she's done

On Nov 15, 2012, at 3:39 PM, "Scott Mason" <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

On way 
Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:39 PM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal 
 
Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 3:29:08 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to
Governors McDonnell and Jindal

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer
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(HHS/IEA); Moushey, Allyn (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a
letter from Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President
regarding timelines for electing a State-based Exchange.  A copy of the
Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:39:02 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 3:29:08 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors
McDonnell and Jindal

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA);
Moushey, Allyn (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from
Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for
electing a State-based Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cronn, Christopher
Subject: Re: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:02:34 PM

A little :)

On Nov 15, 2012, at 2:00 PM, "Cronn, Christopher"  wrote:

Wish I was there with you guys!  Hope your winning!  J
 

From: Denise Northrup [mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:59 PM
To: Cronn, Christopher
Subject: Re: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
 
Thanks Chris!

On Nov 15, 2012, at 1:26 PM, "Cronn, Christopher"  wrote:

Denise,
 
Attached is the document referenced in your meeting with UnitedHealth
Group earlier.  Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks again!
Chris
 
Chris Cronn
Vice President, State Government Affairs
UnitedHealth Group
1001 Congress, Ste. 300
Austin, TX  78701
512-689-0497
 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or
entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the
intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
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prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify
the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail
immediately.

<Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, Eliminate
Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices.pdf>

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.

22080



From: Denise Northrup
To: Michelle Altman; Randy Swanson
Cc: Todd E. Pauley Esq.; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:02:20 PM
Attachments: Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, Eliminate Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices.pdf

ATT00001.htm

The first of many emails we will be exchanging...we are in healthcare hell right now,
but thought this was a great summary of part of obamacare that people aren't really
talking about right now with the exchange deadline looming.

Not that we're going to have a fix, but we met with them yesterday and they
wanted us to talk to our congressional delegation about it, so here you go!

When you guys get a chance and settled in to your new position, let's think about
what makes sense in terms of regular meetings and coordination. 

Thanks!

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Cronn, Christopher" 
Date: November 15, 2012 1:26:17 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: "McMullen, Jennifer" <
Subject: PPACA Health Insurance Tax

Denise,
 
Attached is the document referenced in your meeting with UnitedHealth Group
earlier.  Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks again!
Chris
 
Chris Cronn
Vice President, State Government Affairs
UnitedHealth Group
1001 Congress, Ste. 300
Austin, TX  78701
512-689-0497
 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
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The $87 Billion Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, 
Eliminate Nearly 250,000 Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices for 


Employers and Consumers 
 


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) imposes an annual multi-billion dollar Health 
Insurance Tax that will negatively impact the entire health care system. Employers and Consumers will 
begin to see the impact of this $87 Billion tax in health care policies issued in 2013. This tax will have 
far-reaching effects that extend to employers, seniors, States, consumers and the overall economy, and will 
exacerbate existing cost challenges in the health care marketplace and significantly distort existing market 
dynamics. 
 
The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Eliminate Up To 250,000 Jobs 
The tax will burden employers, especially small 
employers purchasing fully-insured products, 
and will significantly stifle job creation.  
 
• 59% of job losses directly associated with 


the tax will be incurred by small 
businesses.1 


• The tax is estimated to reduce real GDP by 
up to $36 billion by 2021.2 


• The increase in the cost of employer-
sponsored health insurance stemming from 
the tax is estimated to reduce private 
sector employment by as much as 
249,000 jobs by 2021, according to the 
National Federation of Independent 
Business. Estimates of state-specific job 
losses include:  


 


 California: 11,500 Jobs   Florida: 4,700 Jobs  Ohio: 2,500 Jobs  Wisconsin: 2,300 Jobs 
 Colorado: 2,500 Jobs  Illinois: 2,500 Jobs  Texas: 6,000 Jobs  


 


The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Lead To Higher Premiums for Individuals and Families  
According to the Joint Committee on Taxation, “a very large portion” of the tax will “be borne by 
consumers” in the form of a 2 to 2.5 percent increase in premium cost by 2016.3 
 


• The tax will cause premiums to increase by as much as 3.7 percent by 2023.4 
• The cost of individual premiums will increase by approximately $2,800 over 10 years.5 
• The cost of family premiums will increase by as much as $5,000 over a decade.6 
 
The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Result in Reduced Benefits and Increased Premiums 
for Medicare Beneficiaries  
Medicare Advantage (MA) organizations and Part D plan sponsors will pay about $34 billion in tax – about 20 
percent of the total tax collected between 2014 and 2023.7 Additionally:  
 


• The tax will add $16 to $20 per member per month to the cost of Medicare Advantage coverage in 
2014 – increasing to between $32 and $42 by 2023 – resulting in higher premiums and/or reduced 
benefits for beneficiaries.8  


• On average, the tax will increase the per-beneficiary cost of MA coverage by $3,590 over a decade.9 
 
                                                           
1 "Effects of the PPACA Health Insurance Premium Tax on Small Businesses and Their Employees." National Federation of Independent Business. Nov 9, 2011. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Joint Committee on Taxation, Letter to Senator Jon Kyl (June 30, 2011). 
4 Carlson, C. "Estimated Premium Impacts of Annual Fees Assessed on Health Insurance Plans." Oliver Wyman, October 31, 2011. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Former CBO Director, Douglas Holtz-Eakin. “Higher Costs and the Affordable Care Act: The Case of the Premium Tax.” March 9, 2011. 
7 Milliman, Inc. "PPACA Health Insurer Fee: Estimated Impact on State Medicaid Programs and Medicaid Health Plans." January 31, 2012. 
8 Carlson, C. "Estimated Premium Impacts of Annual Fees Assessed on Health Insurance Plans." Oliver Wyman, Oct 31, 2011. 
9 Ibid. 
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The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Pressure on Already Constrained Federal and 
State Budgets and Incent States to Revert to Medicaid Fee-for-Service 
The tax will contribute to an already-challenging Medicaid budget environment and will threaten access for 
approximately 30 million beneficiaries currently enrolled in Medicaid managed care. 
 


• The tax will increase the costs of Medicaid managed care by approximately 1.5 percent on a 
nationwide average, with some States experiencing an increase of up to 2.5 percent.10  


• Because Medicaid managed care rates are funded jointly 
by States and the Federal Government, higher rates will 
require additional State and Federal funding, resulting in 
an additional $23 - $27 billion from the Federal 
government by 2023.11  


• As a result of the Federal matching formula process, 
States with Medicaid managed care plans will bear 
up to $14.9 billion in additional Medicaid program 
costs due to higher rates, requiring States to find 
additional revenue in their budgets.12 State-specific 
examples include: 
 


 Pennsylvania: $1.1 Billion in Additional State Costs 
 Texas: $1 Billion in Additional State Costs 
 New Jersey: $509 Million in Additional State Costs 


 


• Because the tax exempts non-profit insurance plans receiving most of their premium revenue from 
Medicaid or Dual Eligible plans, some Medicaid managed care organizations are at a competitive 
disadvantage as they will become comparatively more expensive. This will result in fewer plan choices 
for beneficiaries, less competition13 and reduced incentives for plans to bring innovative solutions to 
the marketplace.  


• Because the tax only applies to Medicaid managed care plans, it incents States to reverse their 
progress in implementing innovative delivery reforms and improving beneficiaries’ quality of care 
and return to a Fee-For-Service Medicaid model in order to avoid costly budgetary impacts. 
 


The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Increase the Costs of Health Care for Employers, 
Forcing Them to Find Alternative Coverage Options 
Multiple tax experts, including the Joint Committee on Taxation, have warned that: 
 


• Rising premiums, as a result of the tax, could prompt more young and healthy individuals to forgo 
coverage, which could lead to a less stable risk pool and further exacerbate pressure on health care 
costs. 


• Employers may avoid the tax by moving from fully-insured products to self-insured products not subject to 
the tax.14 


• Having fewer employers with fully-insured products will shift the growing tax burden to small 
employers and individuals, resulting in an ever-increasing cost spiral and a potential destabilization 
of the risk pool.15 
 


The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Distorts the Competitive Marketplace Because: 
 


• Unlike most other taxes, the tax is not deductible. 
• The tax creates an uneven playing field as some insurance plans, such as non-profit carriers who receive 


most of their premium revenue from Medicare, Medicaid or Dual Eligible plans, are exempt. Additionally, 
some health insurance plans will receive a 50% credit on their obligation.  


• Unlike most taxes, PPACA dictates an aggregate amount that must be collected each year as a result of 
this tax: $8 billion in 2014, growing to $14.3 billion by 2018 and indexed for inflation thereafter. 


• The tax will result in many health insurance companies’ effective tax rates increasing from over 35 percent 
to over 45 percent – making the tax rates on health insurers among the highest in the Nation. 


                                                           
10 Milliman, Inc. "PPACA Health Insurer Fee: Estimated Impact on State Medicaid Programs and Medicaid Health Plans." January 31, 2012. 
11 bid. 
12 Ibid.  
13 Ibid. 
14 Joint Committee on Taxation, Letter to Senator Jon Kyl (June 30, 2011). 
15 Carlson, C. "Estimated Premium Impacts of Annual Fees Assessed on Health Insurance Plans." Oliver Wyman, October 31, 2011. 











recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: PPACA Health Insurance Tax
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:58:56 PM
Attachments: Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, Eliminate Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Good info

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Cronn, Christopher" 
Date: November 15, 2012 1:26:17 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: "McMullen, Jennifer" <
Subject: PPACA Health Insurance Tax

Denise,
 
Attached is the document referenced in your meeting with UnitedHealth Group
earlier.  Let us know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks again!
Chris
 
Chris Cronn
Vice President, State Government Affairs
UnitedHealth Group
1001 Congress, Ste. 300
Austin, TX  78701
512-689-0497
 

This e-mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or
proprietary information, and may be used only by the person or entity
to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e-mail is not the intended
recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender by replying to this message and delete this e-mail immediately.
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The $87 Billion Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Health Care Costs, 
Eliminate Nearly 250,000 Jobs, and Reduce Health Care Choices for 


Employers and Consumers 
 


The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) imposes an annual multi-billion dollar Health 
Insurance Tax that will negatively impact the entire health care system. Employers and Consumers will 
begin to see the impact of this $87 Billion tax in health care policies issued in 2013. This tax will have 
far-reaching effects that extend to employers, seniors, States, consumers and the overall economy, and will 
exacerbate existing cost challenges in the health care marketplace and significantly distort existing market 
dynamics. 
 
The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Eliminate Up To 250,000 Jobs 
The tax will burden employers, especially small 
employers purchasing fully-insured products, 
and will significantly stifle job creation.  
 
• 59% of job losses directly associated with 


the tax will be incurred by small 
businesses.1 


• The tax is estimated to reduce real GDP by 
up to $36 billion by 2021.2 


• The increase in the cost of employer-
sponsored health insurance stemming from 
the tax is estimated to reduce private 
sector employment by as much as 
249,000 jobs by 2021, according to the 
National Federation of Independent 
Business. Estimates of state-specific job 
losses include:  


 


 California: 11,500 Jobs   Florida: 4,700 Jobs  Ohio: 2,500 Jobs  Wisconsin: 2,300 Jobs 
 Colorado: 2,500 Jobs  Illinois: 2,500 Jobs  Texas: 6,000 Jobs  


 


The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Lead To Higher Premiums for Individuals and Families  
According to the Joint Committee on Taxation, “a very large portion” of the tax will “be borne by 
consumers” in the form of a 2 to 2.5 percent increase in premium cost by 2016.3 
 


• The tax will cause premiums to increase by as much as 3.7 percent by 2023.4 
• The cost of individual premiums will increase by approximately $2,800 over 10 years.5 
• The cost of family premiums will increase by as much as $5,000 over a decade.6 
 
The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Result in Reduced Benefits and Increased Premiums 
for Medicare Beneficiaries  
Medicare Advantage (MA) organizations and Part D plan sponsors will pay about $34 billion in tax – about 20 
percent of the total tax collected between 2014 and 2023.7 Additionally:  
 


• The tax will add $16 to $20 per member per month to the cost of Medicare Advantage coverage in 
2014 – increasing to between $32 and $42 by 2023 – resulting in higher premiums and/or reduced 
benefits for beneficiaries.8  


• On average, the tax will increase the per-beneficiary cost of MA coverage by $3,590 over a decade.9 
 
                                                           
1 "Effects of the PPACA Health Insurance Premium Tax on Small Businesses and Their Employees." National Federation of Independent Business. Nov 9, 2011. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Joint Committee on Taxation, Letter to Senator Jon Kyl (June 30, 2011). 
4 Carlson, C. "Estimated Premium Impacts of Annual Fees Assessed on Health Insurance Plans." Oliver Wyman, October 31, 2011. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Former CBO Director, Douglas Holtz-Eakin. “Higher Costs and the Affordable Care Act: The Case of the Premium Tax.” March 9, 2011. 
7 Milliman, Inc. "PPACA Health Insurer Fee: Estimated Impact on State Medicaid Programs and Medicaid Health Plans." January 31, 2012. 
8 Carlson, C. "Estimated Premium Impacts of Annual Fees Assessed on Health Insurance Plans." Oliver Wyman, Oct 31, 2011. 
9 Ibid. 
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The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Increase Pressure on Already Constrained Federal and 
State Budgets and Incent States to Revert to Medicaid Fee-for-Service 
The tax will contribute to an already-challenging Medicaid budget environment and will threaten access for 
approximately 30 million beneficiaries currently enrolled in Medicaid managed care. 
 


• The tax will increase the costs of Medicaid managed care by approximately 1.5 percent on a 
nationwide average, with some States experiencing an increase of up to 2.5 percent.10  


• Because Medicaid managed care rates are funded jointly 
by States and the Federal Government, higher rates will 
require additional State and Federal funding, resulting in 
an additional $23 - $27 billion from the Federal 
government by 2023.11  


• As a result of the Federal matching formula process, 
States with Medicaid managed care plans will bear 
up to $14.9 billion in additional Medicaid program 
costs due to higher rates, requiring States to find 
additional revenue in their budgets.12 State-specific 
examples include: 
 


 Pennsylvania: $1.1 Billion in Additional State Costs 
 Texas: $1 Billion in Additional State Costs 
 New Jersey: $509 Million in Additional State Costs 


 


• Because the tax exempts non-profit insurance plans receiving most of their premium revenue from 
Medicaid or Dual Eligible plans, some Medicaid managed care organizations are at a competitive 
disadvantage as they will become comparatively more expensive. This will result in fewer plan choices 
for beneficiaries, less competition13 and reduced incentives for plans to bring innovative solutions to 
the marketplace.  


• Because the tax only applies to Medicaid managed care plans, it incents States to reverse their 
progress in implementing innovative delivery reforms and improving beneficiaries’ quality of care 
and return to a Fee-For-Service Medicaid model in order to avoid costly budgetary impacts. 
 


The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Will Increase the Costs of Health Care for Employers, 
Forcing Them to Find Alternative Coverage Options 
Multiple tax experts, including the Joint Committee on Taxation, have warned that: 
 


• Rising premiums, as a result of the tax, could prompt more young and healthy individuals to forgo 
coverage, which could lead to a less stable risk pool and further exacerbate pressure on health care 
costs. 


• Employers may avoid the tax by moving from fully-insured products to self-insured products not subject to 
the tax.14 


• Having fewer employers with fully-insured products will shift the growing tax burden to small 
employers and individuals, resulting in an ever-increasing cost spiral and a potential destabilization 
of the risk pool.15 
 


The PPACA Health Insurance Tax Distorts the Competitive Marketplace Because: 
 


• Unlike most other taxes, the tax is not deductible. 
• The tax creates an uneven playing field as some insurance plans, such as non-profit carriers who receive 


most of their premium revenue from Medicare, Medicaid or Dual Eligible plans, are exempt. Additionally, 
some health insurance plans will receive a 50% credit on their obligation.  


• Unlike most taxes, PPACA dictates an aggregate amount that must be collected each year as a result of 
this tax: $8 billion in 2014, growing to $14.3 billion by 2018 and indexed for inflation thereafter. 


• The tax will result in many health insurance companies’ effective tax rates increasing from over 35 percent 
to over 45 percent – making the tax rates on health insurers among the highest in the Nation. 


                                                           
10 Milliman, Inc. "PPACA Health Insurer Fee: Estimated Impact on State Medicaid Programs and Medicaid Health Plans." January 31, 2012. 
11 bid. 
12 Ibid.  
13 Ibid. 
14 Joint Committee on Taxation, Letter to Senator Jon Kyl (June 30, 2011). 
15 Carlson, C. "Estimated Premium Impacts of Annual Fees Assessed on Health Insurance Plans." Oliver Wyman, October 31, 2011. 











From: 

To: 

Denise Northrup 

Alex Weintz 

Subject: Fwd: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA 

Thursday, November 1S, 2012 2:37:1S PM Date: 

Attachments: SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretarv.PDF 
ATTOOOOl.htm 
NE 111S ATTACHMENT Federal Health Insurance Exchange.odf 
ATT00002.htm 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 15, 20 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman 
Subject: Exchanges: 

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors: 

In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange moving parts, 

please find four releases from governors on their healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE, 

NM and LA If your governor has made a decision and you would like that information 

shared, please let me know. We are doing our best to follow moving parts. 

Thanks, 

Marie 

SC: See letter attached 

NE: See remarks attached 

NM: http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-w ith

health-exchange 

LA: See link and letter below. 

http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW 
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Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana announced that it
would not assume the risk of building a health insurance Exchange as
outlined by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).
Given the fact that deadlines established in the guidance issued in the
August 13, 2012 request of the United States Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the State of Louisiana will
not be submitting a Declaration Letter; however, this letter serves as the
state of Louisiana's position regarding critical components of the PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana has
repeatedly stated that the law has severe legal problems, is bad policy,
and is unworkable. Those beliefs remain unchanged. With the Supreme
Court's decision in National Federation of Independent Business v.
Sebelius, the Court agreed with the State of Louisiana that at least one of
the over 450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage can only be
upheld as a tax. Even after the Supreme Court's decision, there remain
many questions about the legality of the PPACA involving issues
fundamental to all Americans, including religious freedom and unjust
taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of some parts of
the PPACA, it was not an endorsement of its policy merits. In fact, Chief
Justice Roberts underscored this fact when he wrote, "Members of this
Court are vested with the authority to interpret the law; we possess neither
the expertise nor the prerogative to make policy judgments." The PPACA
remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to fix the fundamental
existing problems in the United States health care system, particularly the
unsustainable rising costs faced by American families and small
businesses. Instead, we are faced with a more tightly controlled federal-
run health insurance market that will increase costs, undermine the private
health care marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that the
PPACA is simply an unworkable piece of legislation. With incomplete
regulations and unrealistic deadlines, States and the Federal government
will struggle to have a health insurance Exchange ready for open
enrollment on October 1, 2013 that is not beset with major complications
for the insurance market and the respective residents of the States. The
full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small businesses, the nation's
economy, and the American health care system will only be revealed with
time. The State of Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure
by implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the federal
government concerning the legality of the PPACA, specifically focusing on
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two parts: § 1501 (the individual mandate) and Title II (the mandatory
expansion of the Medicaid eligible population to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level). In June of this year, the Supreme Court agreed that the
mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional. They also ruled that
the individual mandate was unconstitutional under Congress's Commerce
power, but upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.

While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to uphold the
individual mandate, they did not rule on the legality of the remainder of the
law. In fact, the Supreme Court is aware that future challenges are likely
to occur by its recent actions. With continuing questions about the
PPACA's legality, we believe it is prudent to wait until these challenges
are completely resolved. Provisions that the Court did not rule on that are
still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-time
employees provide adequate health care coverage to their employees. (§
1513, §1514, and §10106). If they do not, these employers could face a
tax of $2,000 or $3,000.

Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized to provide
premium assistance subsidies to individuals from 100% to 400% of the
Federal Poverty Level. However, the PPACA does not expressly authorize
Federally-facilitated Exchanges to do the same. Subsequent regulations
from the Internal Revenue Service have interpreted the law so that all
Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance. The legality of these
regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define preventive
care services to be provided cost-free by all non-grandfathered insurance
plans. In August 2011, the Secretary released a regulation that included
contraceptive and some abortifacient services as preventative care. The
regulation has been challenged by numerous groups and individuals (in
over 35 lawsuits) who have religious objections to paying for health
insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some abortifacient
services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the PPACA
which coerced States to expand their Medicaid program by threatening
existing Medicaid funding. Questions remain whether this applies to the
maintenance of effort (MOE) requirement, requiring States to maintain
their existing Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual mandate is
a tax, not a penalty as claimed by the administration. The PPACA
originated in the Senate. The Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is
clear that all taxes are to originate in the House, and thus the individual
mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional tax.
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Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-member federal
board that is granted the authority to make payment changes for the
Medicare program without approval from Congress. There are also no
administrative or judicial reviews of these decisions.

Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and regulations
have been delayed or even non-existent. There are serious questions
about the legality of this procedure in light of the Administrative
Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as incubators of
innovation, the PPACA robs States of this ability by limiting their
opportunities to enact meaningful state-led health care reform. For
example, the concept for an Exchange originated as a free market idea
meant to lower the cost of health insurance for those who decide to
purchase such insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding
to purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides individuals the
ability to select the insurance coverage that they want at a lower cost. If
this were truly the framework for the Exchange model outlined in PPACA,
the State of Louisiana would be glad to evaluate it as an option, adopting it
to our State's needs. However, the PPACA Exchange is only
masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a vehicle for the
Federal government to tightly control the coverage options available to
consumers, raising costs and limiting choice. Many employers will drop
the health insurance coverage they currently provide to employees,
leaving individual health care needs to the federal government.
Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA Exchange and associated
insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that if
individuals liked their current health care insurance, they could keep it.
However, the PPACA model will actually force individuals into the broken,
government-run Medicaid system and into heavily-regulated, government-
run health care plans (deemed "minimal essential coverage" by the
Federal government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care plan is best for
them, and not be limited to a one-size-fits-all product that a political
process deems is "essential". By mandating that certain benefits be
provided in all insurance plans, the price of premiums will increase,
leaving individuals unable to continue the coverage they like and a price
they can afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-sufficient by
2015. This will require the Exchange to generate revenue, either by
instituting user fees in the Exchange market or in the entire insurance
market- essentially a tax on all insurance plans purchased. This will only
further drive up the costs of premiums in the Exchange market for
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consumers and for individuals who will have to pay the premium
assistance through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums which are
proposed to be paid for by "the industry." It is troubling that these same
taxes will affect managed care organizations, proven mechanisms for
more effectively controlling cost for Medicaid and Medicare, especially
needed for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more employees
who decide not to provide "adequate" health insurance coverage to their
employees, is a disincentive to provide coverage. Already, businesses are
attempting to modify their business structure to avoid the law's mandates
(either by laying off employees or reducing the number of hours these
employees work). Even those employers who provide coverage can be
taxed an additional $3,000 if that employee is eligible and enrolls in
coverage on the health insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon
the existing insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-facilitated) to be
ready for open enrollment is October 1, 2013. However, it is likely many
exchanges will not be ready by that point, even in those States that are
supportive of the PPACA. The guidance received from the Federal
government is often delayed or non-existent. For a project as large and
complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable hurdle for the
States to overcome. There are numerous unanswered questions and
major problems remaining about Exchanges and the provisions of the
PPACA entangled with them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on October 1,
2013, it must be approved or conditionally approved by January 1, 2013.
However, there have been no formal regulations regarding what
guidelines HHS will use to determine if an Exchange is conditionally
approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that there will be
cost comparisons between the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the State-
based Exchange, and the partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates
have not yet been made public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health insurance
Exchanges, there has been no rulemaking regarding the Federally-
facilitated Exchanges and their interactions with the respective States'
eligibility systems. Promised in the March 2012 final Exchange regulation
was further guidance regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchange. Since
that point, only a questions and answers document has been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of the
Federally-facilitated Exchange, but these documents have not been made
public. The State of Louisiana filed a Freedom of Information Act request
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within the last month for these contracts and has still not received these
documents. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah requested similar documents in
his role as Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance
and has not received a response. It is necessary for these documents to
be made public so that States can make informed decisions concerning
Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated Exchange with
certain functions run by the State. It is an option first introduced by a
power point presentation and further expanded by a document entitled
"General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be
defined in federal regulations. The final Exchange rule proposed no
regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government concerning
whether the Federal government or the States will be responsible to pay
for the state-run functions of a partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to those
between 100% and 400% of the federal poverty line. Originally projected
to cost the federal government $462 billion between 2012 and 2019, these
subsidies are now projected to be $574 billion during the same period by
the Congressional Budget Office. Already, Medicare funding will be cut by
$700 billion to pay for these premium tax credits. There is discussion that
because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable, the number of
Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies will be reduced in
number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including plans sold
on the respective State Exchanges) must meet "essential health benefits,"
benefits not yet defined by the Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking.
Initial informal guidance suggests that these benefits will be based off of
the most popular small group plans in each State in addition to benefits
specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance companies, and other
stakeholders are awaiting formal regulations about essential health
benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value calculator" to
accurately determine actuarial values for plans sold on the Exchange.
This still has not been delivered and numerous questions remain about
how actuarial value of health insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer sustainable reform
of the nation's health care system. Instead of strengthening the market to
lower costs and increase consumer choice, the PPACA created a big
government "solution"- the type of solution history tells us will only create
debt and worry for future generations of Americans. Health care reform
should focus on improving the value of health care in America by bringing
down costs and improving quality.
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There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care is essential
for individuals to be better consumers of care. The cost and success rates
of different procedures can be made publically available to help individuals
make decisions about their care. Increased competition through
individuals being allowed to purchase insurance across State lines can
create greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in their health
care choices, States should have greater ability to design programs that
meet the needs of their people. States know how to take care of their
residents more than the bureaucrats in Washington, distant both in
geography and in experience. Louisiana, for example, has been able to
make remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population through
an innovative model of managed care, saving money and improving the
quality of care. However, constrained by the federal requirements for
Medicaid, Louisiana can only do so much. It is time to give the States the
option to administer this program through block grants to save both the
Federal and State taxpayers money and eliminate the perverse incentives
created by federal rules and funding streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The PPACA
should either be repealed or replaced with a system giving States the
ability to truly innovate. At the very least, we ask that you give the States
flexibility through waivers exempting States from the burdensome
requirements of the PPACA while providing the care their populations
need and want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana fully expects
HHS to coordinate its efforts regarding implementation of a Federally-
facilitated Exchange in an effort to mitigate the negative impact on either
our private insurance market or the Medicaid program. The State expects
that the Federal government will adhere to the four guiding principles
included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges"
and intends to hold the Federal government accountable to these
principles. Additionally, the impact on our State's budget is a significant
concern. In this light we expect that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials regarding on-
going implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the
implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other public
meetings or public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding and/or contracts
if the Federal-facilitated Exchange expects any support or assistance of
the State so that the State is fairly and equitably compensated, including
for the use of any State data used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to
verify income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in the State on
the Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details about what activities
these contractors will be involved in, including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at least semi-
annual) updates on its utilization, cost (including long-term financial
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health), and its impact on the State's insurance market, including, but not
limited to the information that must be provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of
the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model are
anticipated, the State is notified immediately; and
• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide copies of
memorandums of understanding between navigators and the Federally-
facilitated Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health insurance
Exchange issues is to be directed to the Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals (Bruce Greenstein, Secretary), the official agency
authorized to collaborate with HHS on issues concerning the PPACA in
Louisiana. The State of Louisiana hopes that HHS will listen to its
concerns and give the States actual flexibility to improve health care for all
Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Exchanges: SC, NE, NM, LA
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:36:02 PM

Do we have a list of which states have announced and what the decision was?
Would be helpful for my gov I know...

On Nov 15, 2012, at 12:24 PM, "Marie Sanderson" < > wrote:

Chiefs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
In an effort to share information with you about healthcare exchange moving parts,
please find four releases from governors on their healthcare exchange decision: SC, NE,
NM and LA. If your governor has made a decision  and you would like that information
shared, please let me know. We are doing our best to follow moving parts.
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
SC: See letter attached
 
NE: See remarks attached
 
NM:  http://www.businessweek.com/ap/2012-11-15/new-mexico-moves-ahead-with-
health-exchange
 
LA: See link and letter below.
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2694
 
 

Louisiana: 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20201

November 16, 2012

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

As you know, on March 23, 2011, the State of Louisiana announced that it
would not assume the risk of building a health insurance Exchange as
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outlined by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).
Given the fact that deadlines established in the guidance issued in the
August 13, 2012 request of the United States Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) are not legally binding, the State of Louisiana will
not be submitting a Declaration Letter; however, this letter serves as the
state of Louisiana's position regarding critical components of the PPACA.

Since the PPACA was signed into law, the State of Louisiana has
repeatedly stated that the law has severe legal problems, is bad policy,
and is unworkable. Those beliefs remain unchanged. With the Supreme
Court's decision in National Federation of Independent Business v.
Sebelius, the Court agreed with the State of Louisiana that at least one of
the over 450 provisions of the PPACA is unconstitutional and the
provision requiring all individuals to have insurance coverage can only be
upheld as a tax. Even after the Supreme Court's decision, there remain
many questions about the legality of the PPACA involving issues
fundamental to all Americans, including religious freedom and unjust
taxation.

While the Supreme Court ruled on the Constitutionality of some parts of
the PPACA, it was not an endorsement of its policy merits. In fact, Chief
Justice Roberts underscored this fact when he wrote, "Members of this
Court are vested with the authority to interpret the law; we possess neither
the expertise nor the prerogative to make policy judgments." The PPACA
remains a flawed piece of legislation that fails to fix the fundamental
existing problems in the United States health care system, particularly the
unsustainable rising costs faced by American families and small
businesses. Instead, we are faced with a more tightly controlled federal-
run health insurance market that will increase costs, undermine the private
health care marketplace, and weaken private sector job creation.

The Supreme Court's decision also fails to resolve the fact that the
PPACA is simply an unworkable piece of legislation. With incomplete
regulations and unrealistic deadlines, States and the Federal government
will struggle to have a health insurance Exchange ready for open
enrollment on October 1, 2013 that is not beset with major complications
for the insurance market and the respective residents of the States. The
full extent of damage the PPACA causes to small businesses, the nation's
economy, and the American health care system will only be revealed with
time. The State of Louisiana has no interest in being a party to this failure
by implementing a state based exchange.

The PPACA's Legality
Louisiana was one of 26 States that filed suit against the federal
government concerning the legality of the PPACA, specifically focusing on
two parts: § 1501 (the individual mandate) and Title II (the mandatory
expansion of the Medicaid eligible population to 133 percent of the federal
poverty level). In June of this year, the Supreme Court agreed that the
mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional. They also ruled that
the individual mandate was unconstitutional under Congress's Commerce
power, but upheld this provision as an example of Congress's taxing
power, admitting that the purported penalty is actually a tax.
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While the Supreme Court effectively rewrote the PPACA to uphold the
individual mandate, they did not rule on the legality of the remainder of the
law. In fact, the Supreme Court is aware that future challenges are likely
to occur by its recent actions. With continuing questions about the
PPACA's legality, we believe it is prudent to wait until these challenges
are completely resolved. Provisions that the Court did not rule on that are
still being challenged include:

The Employer Mandate
• The PPACA requires that all employers with fifty or more full-time
employees provide adequate health care coverage to their employees. (§
1513, §1514, and §10106). If they do not, these employers could face a
tax of $2,000 or $3,000.

Federally-Facilitated Exchange Subsidy
• In the PPACA, State-based health Exchanges are authorized to provide
premium assistance subsidies to individuals from 100% to 400% of the
Federal Poverty Level. However, the PPACA does not expressly authorize
Federally-facilitated Exchanges to do the same. Subsequent regulations
from the Internal Revenue Service have interpreted the law so that all
Exchanges are able to provide premium assistance. The legality of these
regulations is currently being challenged.

Preventative Care Mandate
• Section 2713 of the PPACA allows for the Secretary to define preventive
care services to be provided cost-free by all non-grandfathered insurance
plans. In August 2011, the Secretary released a regulation that included
contraceptive and some abortifacient services as preventative care. The
regulation has been challenged by numerous groups and individuals (in
over 35 lawsuits) who have religious objections to paying for health
insurance that includes coverage for contraception and some abortifacient
services.

Maintenance of Effort
• The Supreme Court's decision invalidated the provision of the PPACA
which coerced States to expand their Medicaid program by threatening
existing Medicaid funding. Questions remain whether this applies to the
maintenance of effort (MOE) requirement, requiring States to maintain
their existing Medicaid eligibility until 2014.

Origination Clause
• The Supreme Court decision made it clear that the individual mandate is
a tax, not a penalty as claimed by the administration. The PPACA
originated in the Senate. The Constitution (Article I, Section 7, Clause 1) is
clear that all taxes are to originate in the House, and thus the individual
mandate has been contested as an unconstitutional tax.

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB)
• Sections 3403 and 10320 of the PPACA created this 15-member federal
board that is granted the authority to make payment changes for the
Medicare program without approval from Congress. There are also no
administrative or judicial reviews of these decisions.
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Legality of Rulemaking/Guidance
• With many of the provisions of the PPACA, formal rules and regulations
have been delayed or even non-existent. There are serious questions
about the legality of this procedure in light of the Administrative
Procedures Act.

Bad Policy
While HHS has repeatedly said that the States serve as incubators of
innovation, the PPACA robs States of this ability by limiting their
opportunities to enact meaningful state-led health care reform. For
example, the concept for an Exchange originated as a free market idea
meant to lower the cost of health insurance for those who decide to
purchase such insurance. In theory, an increased pool for those deciding
to purchase health insurance is a good idea. It provides individuals the
ability to select the insurance coverage that they want at a lower cost. If
this were truly the framework for the Exchange model outlined in PPACA,
the State of Louisiana would be glad to evaluate it as an option, adopting it
to our State's needs. However, the PPACA Exchange is only
masquerading as free market idea, and instead creates a vehicle for the
Federal government to tightly control the coverage options available to
consumers, raising costs and limiting choice. Many employers will drop
the health insurance coverage they currently provide to employees,
leaving individual health care needs to the federal government.
Specifically, the consequences of the PPACA Exchange and associated
insurance changes include:

Lack of Consumer Choice
• When the PPACA was proposed, the President promised that if
individuals liked their current health care insurance, they could keep it.
However, the PPACA model will actually force individuals into the broken,
government-run Medicaid system and into heavily-regulated, government-
run health care plans (deemed "minimal essential coverage" by the
Federal government).

Individuals should have the right to select what health care plan is best for
them, and not be limited to a one-size-fits-all product that a political
process deems is "essential". By mandating that certain benefits be
provided in all insurance plans, the price of premiums will increase,
leaving individuals unable to continue the coverage they like and a price
they can afford

Increased Taxes
• The PPACA requires that all Exchanges be financially self-sufficient by
2015. This will require the Exchange to generate revenue, either by
instituting user fees in the Exchange market or in the entire insurance
market- essentially a tax on all insurance plans purchased. This will only
further drive up the costs of premiums in the Exchange market for
consumers and for individuals who will have to pay the premium
assistance through their taxes.

• The PPACA also includes a tax on insurance premiums which are
proposed to be paid for by "the industry." It is troubling that these same
taxes will affect managed care organizations, proven mechanisms for
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more effectively controlling cost for Medicaid and Medicare, especially
needed for States with limited financial resources.

Impact on Employers and Employees
• The employer mandate, a tax on employers with fifty or more employees
who decide not to provide "adequate" health insurance coverage to their
employees, is a disincentive to provide coverage. Already, businesses are
attempting to modify their business structure to avoid the law's mandates
(either by laying off employees or reducing the number of hours these
employees work). Even those employers who provide coverage can be
taxed an additional $3,000 if that employee is eligible and enrolls in
coverage on the health insurance Exchange. So instead of building upon
the existing insurance market, the PPACA is undermining it.

Unworkable
The deadline for all Exchanges (both State and federally-facilitated) to be
ready for open enrollment is October 1, 2013. However, it is likely many
exchanges will not be ready by that point, even in those States that are
supportive of the PPACA. The guidance received from the Federal
government is often delayed or non-existent. For a project as large and
complicated as health care reform, this is an insurmountable hurdle for the
States to overcome. There are numerous unanswered questions and
major problems remaining about Exchanges and the provisions of the
PPACA entangled with them. Continuing issues include:

Exchanges in General
• In order for an Exchange to be ready for open enrollment on October 1,
2013, it must be approved or conditionally approved by January 1, 2013.
However, there have been no formal regulations regarding what
guidelines HHS will use to determine if an Exchange is conditionally
approved or not.

• It has been continuously promised by officials at HHS that there will be
cost comparisons between the Federally-facilitated Exchange, the State-
based Exchange, and the partnership Exchanges. These cost estimates
have not yet been made public.

Federally-facilitated Exchanges
• To date, in addition to the incomplete final rule for health insurance
Exchanges, there has been no rulemaking regarding the Federally-
facilitated Exchanges and their interactions with the respective States'
eligibility systems. Promised in the March 2012 final Exchange regulation
was further guidance regarding the Federally-facilitated Exchange. Since
that point, only a questions and answers document has been released.

• Numerous contracts have been signed for the development of the
Federally-facilitated Exchange, but these documents have not been made
public. The State of Louisiana filed a Freedom of Information Act request
within the last month for these contracts and has still not received these
documents. Senator Orrin Hatch of Utah requested similar documents in
his role as Ranking Member on the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance
and has not received a response. It is necessary for these documents to
be made public so that States can make informed decisions concerning
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Exchanges.

Partnership Exchange
• A partnership Exchange will be a Federally-facilitated Exchange with
certain functions run by the State. It is an option first introduced by a
power point presentation and further expanded by a document entitled
"General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges," but has yet to be
defined in federal regulations. The final Exchange rule proposed no
regulations regarding this option.

• There has been no answer from the Federal government concerning
whether the Federal government or the States will be responsible to pay
for the state-run functions of a partnership Exchange.

The Workings of an Exchange
• The Exchange is required to provide premium tax credits to those
between 100% and 400% of the federal poverty line. Originally projected
to cost the federal government $462 billion between 2012 and 2019, these
subsidies are now projected to be $574 billion during the same period by
the Congressional Budget Office. Already, Medicare funding will be cut by
$700 billion to pay for these premium tax credits. There is discussion that
because these levels of subsidies are unsustainable, the number of
Americans eligible for premium assistance subsidies will be reduced in
number.

Essential Health Benefits and Actuarial Values
• All plans in the individual and small group markets (including plans sold
on the respective State Exchanges) must meet "essential health benefits,"
benefits not yet defined by the Secretary of HHS in formal rulemaking.
Initial informal guidance suggests that these benefits will be based off of
the most popular small group plans in each State in addition to benefits
specified by the PPPACA. The States, insurance companies, and other
stakeholders are awaiting formal regulations about essential health
benefits.

• The States are awaiting a promised "actuarial value calculator" to
accurately determine actuarial values for plans sold on the Exchange.
This still has not been delivered and numerous questions remain about
how actuarial value of health insurance plans will be determined.

Reforms Needed
It is most disappointing that the PPACA failed to offer sustainable reform
of the nation's health care system. Instead of strengthening the market to
lower costs and increase consumer choice, the PPACA created a big
government "solution"- the type of solution history tells us will only create
debt and worry for future generations of Americans. Health care reform
should focus on improving the value of health care in America by bringing
down costs and improving quality.

There are several ways to do this. Transparency in health care is essential
for individuals to be better consumers of care. The cost and success rates
of different procedures can be made publically available to help individuals
make decisions about their care. Increased competition through
individuals being allowed to purchase insurance across State lines can
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create greater competition and lower costs.

Similarly, just as individuals should have more investment in their health
care choices, States should have greater ability to design programs that
meet the needs of their people. States know how to take care of their
residents more than the bureaucrats in Washington, distant both in
geography and in experience. Louisiana, for example, has been able to
make remarkable progress in its care of the Medicaid population through
an innovative model of managed care, saving money and improving the
quality of care. However, constrained by the federal requirements for
Medicaid, Louisiana can only do so much. It is time to give the States the
option to administer this program through block grants to save both the
Federal and State taxpayers money and eliminate the perverse incentives
created by federal rules and funding streams.

States need to be given the tools to solve these problems. The PPACA
should either be repealed or replaced with a system giving States the
ability to truly innovate. At the very least, we ask that you give the States
flexibility through waivers exempting States from the burdensome
requirements of the PPACA while providing the care their populations
need and want in the way the States know best how to deliver.

In addition to these needed reforms, the State of Louisiana fully expects
HHS to coordinate its efforts regarding implementation of a Federally-
facilitated Exchange in an effort to mitigate the negative impact on either
our private insurance market or the Medicaid program. The State expects
that the Federal government will adhere to the four guiding principles
included in the "General Guidance on Federally-facilitated Exchanges"
and intends to hold the Federal government accountable to these
principles. Additionally, the impact on our State's budget is a significant
concern. In this light we expect that HHS will:

• Provide a full and complete briefing to the State officials regarding on-
going implementation efforts;
• Schedule routine meetings to update State officials on the
implementation status;
• Notify the State when all stakeholder, consumer, or any other public
meetings or public outreach activities are scheduled;
• Work with the State on memorandums of understanding and/or contracts
if the Federal-facilitated Exchange expects any support or assistance of
the State so that the State is fairly and equitably compensated, including
for the use of any State data used by the Federally-facilitated Exchange to
verify income;
• Provide the names of all contractors who will be working in the State on
the Federally-facilitated Exchange and the details about what activities
these contractors will be involved in, including copies of all contracts;
• After the establishment of the Exchange, provide regular (at least semi-
annual) updates on its utilization, cost (including long-term financial
health), and its impact on the State's insurance market, including, but not
limited to the information that must be provided pursuant to §1311(d)(7) of
the PPACA;
• If any changes to the Federally-facilitated Exchange model are
anticipated, the State is notified immediately; and
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• Inform the State of any navigator grant recipients and provide copies of
memorandums of understanding between navigators and the Federally-
facilitated Exchange.

All further correspondence regarding the PPACA and health insurance
Exchange issues is to be directed to the Louisiana Department of Health
and Hospitals (Bruce Greenstein, Secretary), the official agency
authorized to collaborate with HHS on issues concerning the PPACA in
Louisiana. The State of Louisiana hopes that HHS will listen to its
concerns and give the States actual flexibility to improve health care for all
Americans.

Sincerely,

Bruce D. Greenstein
Secretary
Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 

<SC Gov Nikki Haley Letter to HHS Secretary.PDF>

<NE 1115 ATTACHMENT Federal Health Insurance Exchange.pdf>
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From: Cody Inman
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts
Subject: FW: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:38:00 AM

 
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:46 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update
 
I agree. I thought it would be more leveraged to one side.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 05:44 PM
To: Cody Inman 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update 
 
Interesting, thanks Cody!

On Nov 14, 2012, at 3:39 PM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

All: these numbers are from Thursday (8th) thru today at 5pm.(14th)
If you need additional numbers, let me know.
 
 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/14

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced ObamaCare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
Total 43 91

 
 
 
 
 

Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:45:36 PM

I agree. I thought it would be more leveraged to one side.
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 05:44 PM
To: Cody Inman 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update 
 
Interesting, thanks Cody!

On Nov 14, 2012, at 3:39 PM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

All: these numbers are from Thursday (8th) thru today at 5pm.(14th)
If you need additional numbers, let me know.
 
 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/14

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced ObamaCare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
Total 43 91

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:43:57 PM

Interesting, thanks Cody!

On Nov 14, 2012, at 3:39 PM, "Cody Inman" <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

All: these numbers are from Thursday (8th) thru today at 5pm.(14th)
If you need additional numbers, let me know.
 
 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/14

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced ObamaCare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
Total 43 91

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: ObamaCare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Constituent Update
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:39:00 PM

All: these numbers are from Thursday (8th) thru today at 5pm.(14th)
If you need additional numbers, let me know.
 
 

Constituent Letters and or Calls- Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/14

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced ObamaCare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
Total 43 91

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: 
To: 
subject: 

~ 
~ 
Fwd: The Value of a Majortty 

Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:02:54 PM 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 14, 20 : : 
To: Marie Sanderson ~> 
Cc: "Kinzel, Will" <Will.mzemal.ouse.> 
Subject: FW: The Value of a Majority 

Chiefs and Action Officers: Please see the below from Speaker Boehner, including the highlighted, 

referencing a continued partnership between the House Majority and Republican Governors 

moving forward. This type of thinking reiterates the conversations we have been having other 

past week and today about the importance of our partnership. 

Thanks, 

Marie 

Marie Thomas Sanderson 

Policy Director 

Republican Governors Association (RGA) 

MSanderson@rga .org 

Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) 

Office (202) 464- 8556 

Cell 

From: John Boehner <iohn.boehner@teamboehner.com > 

Reply-To: John Boehner < john.boehner@teamboehner.com> 

Date: Tue, 13 Nov 2012 18:56:34 +0000 

Subject: [Test] The Value of a Majority 

Is this email not <lisplaying correctly? 
VieN it in your browser. 
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Team Boehner 

November 13, 2012 

Dear [House GOP Colleague], 

Two years ago, as we prepared for the opening sessions of the 112th Congress, I vowed 

our Republican majority in the House of Representatives would be an outpost in 

Democratic-controlled Washington for the priorities of the American people. The idea 

was that we'd be the vanguard for the like-minded GOP White House and Senate that 

would arrive after 2012. 

We find ourselves today with a different mission. For the foreseeable future, we will be 

the last line of defense in Washington for the American people against a government that 

spends too much, taxes too much, and borrows too much when left to its own devices. 

Americans re-elected President Obama and a Democratic majority in the Senate. But 

they also re-affirmed our majority in the House. Indeed, tempered by a few painful 
losses, the historic freshman class of 2010 returns nearly intact, joined by some new 

Members-elect who are certain to further invigorate our conference. 

Together with the 30 Republicans who will serve in 2013 as governors of their stat we 

have the responsibility - and opportunity - of carrying our party's banner of freedom, 

economic o portunity and limited government into the future. 

Some would have us roll that banner up and tuck it away. 

That isn't going to happen. 

A better approach is to hoist the banner high, true to our principles, with a determination 

to govern and serve responsibly. We serve the American people, millions of whom 

entrusted us with the majority - and that's what they're counting on us to do. 

Our core principles are strong, and enduring. They are the principles upon which a great 

nation was built. And they are the principles upon which, in time, a stronger, prosperous 
America will be built as well. 

Our party doesn't need new principles. What it needs is a new plan - a strategy that 

speaks to Americans from all walks of life, and properly conveys our passion for reforms 

that preserve and renew the American Dream. 
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Problems in our party's infrastructure for campaigns and elections must be diagnosed 

and remedied to ensure our resources are fully deployed in support of our principles. 

And most importantly, we need to redouble our commitment to the pillars of the reform 

agenda for which our majority has fought and sacrificed, and endured. 

Here's what I have in mind. It boils down to four parts, which I'm eager to discuss further 

with you this week. 

THE PILLARS 

Our economic vision of pro-growth tax reform with fewer loopholes and lower rates for all 

- and entitlement reforms critical to reducing the primary drivers of our debt - represent 

not just a path to avert the "fiscal cliff," but also the basis for solutions to the biggest 

problem our country faces. The debt is the greatest challenge our country faces - a 

direct threat to our children's future. It can only be solved with economic growth. Raising 

tax rates, as President Obama proposed on the campaign trail, w ill hurt our economy, 

making the problem worse. 

As I said last week, 2013 must be the year we enact significant tax reform and 

entitlement reform to begin the process of solving our debt problem. Our first challenge 

of the new Congress is to deal successfully with the final challenge of the current 

Congress. That means averting the fiscal cliff in a manner that steers clear of increased 

tax rates and encourages economic growth instead. 

As I also said last week, the president's health care law - which adds a massive, 

expensive, unworkable government program at a time when our debt already exceeds 

the size of our whole economy - must remain on the table. The president's re-election 

means it's the law of the land at the moment - but we can't afford ObamaCare, and we 

can't afford to leave it intact. 

I've long maintained that there are three possible routes to repeal of ObamaCare: the 

courts, the presidential election, and our constitutional responsibility for oversight. With 

two of them having come up short, the third and final of these becomes more important 

than ever. 

THE POLICIES 

Private-sector job growth eluded us during President Obama's first term, in part because 

of the regulatory juggernaut that looms over small businesses. The president's second

term almost certainly will bring a renewed zeal on the part of the White House to 

implement through regulation what the president has been unable to impose on job 

creators through legislation. Our constitutional responsibility for oversight of the 

Executive Branch - and our readiness to move legislation that prevents excessive 

regulatory meddling in our economy - will be critical in the coming year as our economy 

struggles to grow. 

Our oversight activity need not be limited to oversight of the Executive Branch. With the 
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president's re-election, a continued stream of Obama-appointed judges at the district and 

appellate level is guaranteed. We should not be hesitant to exercise our constitutional 

oversight responsibility in circumstances in which judicial overreach has occurred or 

threatens to occur, particularly when it poses harm to our economy. 

Just as we'll be ready to say where we disagree with President Obama and his 

Democratic-controlled Senate, we must also be prepared to identify areas in which we 

agree or see opportunity for common ground. In 2011, trade was one such area, 

resulting in the enactment of important Free Trade Agreements with Colombia, Korea, 

and Panama. The year or two ahead may bring the opportunity for even more significant 

trade agreements involving the Pacific region. A Democratic-controlled House stalled 

such achievements for years at the expense of U.S. jobs; our Republican majority must 

ensure they advance. 

THE PROBLEM 

Warning signs are flashing on the dashboard for our party. Some of the problems are 

tactical in nature; others are strategic. We can't ignore them and expect to assemble a 

winning electoral coalition in the future. 

We need a state-of-the-art political infrastructure fueled by rock-solid data that can be 

relied upon to turn out voters when we need them in the places they're needed most. 

We need accurate survey data, and technology in place that will ensure such data is put 

to use. And as I noted earlier, our strategy at all levels must be aimed at reaching 

potential voters from all walks of life. That doesn't mean changing our principles; it 

means changing our approach. 

THE POTENTIAL 

While challenges lie ahead for our party, opportunities clearly exist as well. From the 

House to the Senate to the 30 states who will have a Rel?.!:!blican governor in 2013, we 

have a very deep bench of leaders eager for the chance to take our country in a different 

direction. My leadership style is to recognize the unique talent and potential of every 

member of our team, and put members in a place where they can grow and succeed. 

Some of the policy frontiers that lie ahead offer possibilities as well. On immigration, for 

example, we have an opportunity to offer innovative solutions rooted in our enduring 

principles. 

IN SUMMARY: A MAJORITY THAT MATTERS 

Commitment to principle provides clarity of purpose that is essential to successful 

leadership. With it comes the confidence to articulate not just what we're against, but 

what we are for. 

When in 2007 I became House Republican Leader, one of my first and toughest duties 

was handing Rep. Pelosi the Speaker's gavel on Opening Day. I did so with a gentle 

note of caution for the incoming Democratic majority. 
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"The value of a majority lies not in the opportunity to wield great power," I said, "but in 

the chance to use limited power to do great things." 

Having served as Speaker now for two years, I believe more strongly than ever that this 

must be our test. The American people need us to act courageously, think selflessly, 

and lead boldly. Having humbled us with their confidence, the American people deserve 

nothing less. 

I ask that you give me the honor of serving as your Speaker as we stand to meet that 

test. 

Sincerely, 

John Boehner 

Copyright© 2012 Team Boehner, All rights reserved. 
You've expressed interest in receiving updates from Speaker 
Boehner's political office. 
Our mailing address is: 
T earn Boehner 
320 1st St SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Add us to your address book 

uns11bscribe from th is list I update subscription preferences 

Paid for by TFP-FOJB Committee, a joint fundraising committee authorized by and composed of 
Friends of John Boehner and The Freedom Project. 

320 First Street SE, Washington, DC 20003. 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Marie Sanderson
Subject: Re: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:04:51 PM

Thx, we'll keep u posted, gov Fallin has call with Markell at 2pm...

On Nov 14, 2012, at 11:40 AM, "Marie Sanderson" < >
wrote:

FYI.
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell 
 
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:37 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
 

<image003.jpg>
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-839
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on

Healthcare
RGA Chairman Governor Bob McDonnell and Governor Bobby Jindal sent a
letter today to President Obama asking him to extend the deadline for choosing a
health insurance exchange and requesting a meeting with him to discuss the
many state responsibilities required under the Patient Protection Affordable Care
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Act (PPACA) and the lack of guidance provide by his Administration thus far.
 
In order to be compliant with federal guidance states must decide whether or not
they will choose to move forward with a state based healthcare exchange by
November 16.  The guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date
only for the election of a partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal
exchange.
 
As it stands, current guidance contains numerous instances where it mentions that
further rulemaking or guidance will be issued, making it difficult for states to
make the best decision for their unique populations.  In addition, last Thursday,
HHS submitted two proposed regulations to OMB, hinting that the
Administration had the information necessary for states to make their decisions
but was waiting until after the election to release. 
 
 “The lack of a complete and open rulemaking process and the deficit of
information being shared with states have created a virtual roadblock for
governors, who must decipher what type of exchange is appropriate for their
state,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell. “We are asking for the President to
intervene with HHS, push the deadline and engage directly with governors of
both parties in a serious dialogue about healthcare exchanges and overall
healthcare reform in our states.” 
 
In their letter, the governors’ wrote: “As has been stated many times, before
making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short
and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the
consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these
programs. In the near term, we need to better understand how the federal
government will implement a federal exchange as it is clear most states will not
be ready on their own.  We also have concerns about future cost shifting to
states, and need certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which are biennial
budgets.  We also remain very concerned about the unsustainable deficits and
national debt, and the reality that imprudent implementation of PPACA will
contribute dramatically to an increase in both.” 
 In August of 2011, the Republican governors submitted 31 specific solutions for
Medicaid reform to improve the delivery of service and reduce costs for the
federal government and states. When healthcare reform was discussed in 2010
and PPACA ultimately passed, no governor was invited to provide input into the
nation’s healthcare overhaul.
“The American people want Republicans and Democrats to work together to
move our country forward, and we ask the President and his Cabinet to work
with governors to honestly address the real concerns we have about the health
care law and our nation’s healthcare system as a whole,” said Governor Bobby
Jindal.
 

-30-
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From: Cody Inman
To: "Altman, Michelle"
Subject: FW: Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 1:33:00 PM

Michelle – take a look at the comments below. We are getting quite a few of these and wondered if
you could weigh in with any additional information?
 

From: Kandi Batts 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 1:32 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Obamacare
 
Woman is concerned that the Obamacare is mandating micro chipping newborn babies starting in
January.  Is this part of the Obamacare?
 
Kandi Batts
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
Office:  405-521-2342
Direct:  405-522-8803
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Re: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States" Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 4:07:59 PM

I figured as much...thanks for reading...

On Nov 29, 2012, at 4:06 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

So we are one of the fiscally unsound states, for anyone who doesn’t want to read the article. Sounds like it’s a
good time to pursue pension reform.
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:49 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Fwd: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States' Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: GOVERNING <newsletters@governing.com>
Date: November 29, 2012 3:18:16 PM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States' Pension Systems Not Fiscally
Sound
Reply-To: e.Republic <marketing@erepublic.com>

Welcome to GOVERNING Data, our newest monthly
newsletter with the latest data releases, analysis and
graphics. This is the second of three preview
editions.

Confirm your free subscription here to continue to
receive the monthly newsletter.

Report: 21 States’ Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound  

State pension systems suffered a significant blow during the

recession, but it didn’t hit all  systems equally; some fared much

worse than others. A study by investment research firm

Morningstar, Inc., published earlier this week assesses the financial

health of each state system, highlighting a wide disparity in the

actuarial adequacy of funding levels.

An alarming number of funds face a steep uphill  climb in fully

funding their plans. The report found 21 states’ aggregate funded

ratios fell below 70 percent, which Morningstar considers the

threshold for “fiscally sound” systems. Illinois (43.4 percent),

Kentucky (50.5 percent) and Connecticut (53.4 percent) registered

the lowest funding levels of all funds examined.

Sponsor: GOVERNING

FEATURED DATA SETS

Economy and Finance
Most states won't be seeing much additional tax

revenue from Black Friday sales. View use tax

collections for each state.

Public Workforce and Salaries
Track monthly changes in state and local

government employment with our chart of Labor
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Morningstar also appraised states· fiscal health by calculating the 

unfunded actuarial accrued liability per capita, approximating the 

amount for whieh taxpayers would be on the hook if each hael to 

ante up to make the systems whole. By this me·asure, Alaska tops 

all other states with an unfunded liability of $10,235 per resident for 

its plans. followed by Illinois and Hawaii. 

Other states have managed to largely shore up their funds. Eight 

states recorded unfunded liabilities of less than $1,000 per capita, 

while seven systems' aggregate funding ratios exceeded 90 

percent. The report lauded Wisconsin - with a 99 .8 percent funded 

ratio for its system - as the nation's strongest. 

Read full storv and view data for each state 

Analysis: Redistricting Mostly Protected 
Incumbents in Congressional Races 
The 2012 elections - the first since redistricting - saw few 

competitive House races in a year when the nation remained mostly 

evenly split. Some incumbents benefited from high name 

recognition and weak challengers. Others. though, had the scales 

tipped in their favor When party officials drew new Congressional 

maps intended to limit their vulnerability. 

Only 64 of the 435 House races were decided within a 10 

percentage-point margin, according to a Governing review of 

elections data. Of all incumbents vying to retain their seats in the 

general election, just 21 had been defeated as of Tuesday. In 2010. 

79 House races had margins of victory less than 1 O percent and 54 

incumbents lost. 

Read more and view partisan composition of states' members 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Sponsor: IBM 

Overcoming Challenges of Asset Management Amid 
Declining Federal Budgets 

Modem asset management solutions are often no longer 
included in large program budgets and logistics 
professionals and engineers at federal agencies are 
being tasked to do more with less and ex1end the service 
life of existing assets. Without the ability to piggy-back 

modem asset management solutionson to large program 
budgets. agencies must find other ways to modernize 
their asset management solutions. Learn more. 

OTHER HEADLINES 
2012 Elections Leave Few State Legislatures with Split Control 

Personal Incomes Rise in All Metro Areas Most Counties 

Unemplovment Rates Drop in 37 States 

.lobs Report public Sector Employment Drops Slightly After 

Rebound 

MAP OF THE MONTH: Personal Income Per Capita 

[il 

Personal incomes rose in nearly all counties, but Great Plains 

states registered the largest jumps in yearly per capita rates, 

Department data. 

Transportation 
Our interactive map shows changes in bicycle 

commuting for more than 400 communities. 

Education 
View educaljon leyels for metro areas. as 

estimated by the Census Bureau. 

Health 
Our .!lli!JL shOws how far along states are in 

establishing health insurance exchanges. 

Census 
Where do baby boomers live? View our 

interactive map of boomers across the U.S .. 

Politics 
How gerrymandered is your state or 

congressional district? View our maps and data. 

Safetv and Justice 
Eighteen states now have laws legaliZing 

marijuana in some form. 

Environment 
View top nuclear-producing states and countries . 

UPCOMING RELEASES 

Dec. 4: 2011 Annual Survey of State Government 

Finances (Census) 

Dec. 6: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 

5-Year Estimates (Census) 

Dec. 7: Monthly Jobs Report (BLS) 

Dec. 18: Work Experience of Population (BLS) 

Dec. 19: State Quarterly Personal Income, 1st 

quarter, 2012-3rd quarter 2012 (BEA) 

Dec. 21: Monthly Regional and State 

Employment, Unemployment (BLS) 

Dec. 27: Updated National and State Population 

Estimates (Census) 

DAILY DIGIT 

Illinois has 6,968 units of local government, the 

most of any state, followed by Pennsylvania and 

Texas. View detailed totals for eaeh state from the 

2012 Census of Governments . 

More Digtts 
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according to data released this week by the U.S. Bureau of

Economic Analysis. View a map with current and historical data for

each county.

MORE DATA: View a complete list of new databases, maps,

visualizations and other tools on the GOVERNING DATA

homepage.

Find an interesting data set or have a good idea for a story?

Contact GOVERNING Data Editor Mike Maciag:

mmaciag@governing.com

This email was sent to: denise northrup@gov.ok.gov.
Unsubscribe | Opt out of all  e.Republic email | Privacy Statement

© e Republic.  All  rights reserved. 100 Blue Ravine Road, Folsom, CA 95630. Phone: 916-932-1300
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Fwd: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States" Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:49:00 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: GOVERNING <newsletters@governing.com>
Date: November 29, 2012 3:18:16 PM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States' Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound
Reply-To: e.Republic <marketing@erepublic.com>

Welcome to GOVERNING Data, our newest monthly
newsletter with the latest data releases, analysis and
graphics. This is the second of three preview
editions.

Confirm your free subscription here to continue to
receive the monthly newsletter.

Report: 21 States’ Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound  

State pension systems suffered a significant blow during the

recession, but it didn’t hit all  systems equally; some fared much

worse than others. A study by investment research firm

Morningstar, Inc., published earlier this week assesses the financial

health of each state system, highlighting a wide disparity in the

actuarial adequacy of funding levels.

An alarming number of funds face a steep uphill  climb in fully

funding their plans. The report found 21 states’ aggregate funded

ratios fell below 70 percent, which Morningstar considers the

threshold for “fiscally sound” systems. Illinois (43.4 percent),

Kentucky (50.5 percent) and Connecticut (53.4 percent) registered

the lowest funding levels of all funds examined.

Morningstar also appraised states’ fiscal health by calculating the

unfunded actuarial accrued liability per capita, approximating the

amount for which taxpayers would be on the hook if each had to

ante up to make the systems whole. By this measure, Alaska tops

all other states with an unfunded liability of $10,235 per resident for

its plans, followed by Illinois and Hawaii.

Other states have managed to largely shore up their funds. Eight

states recorded unfunded liabilities of less than $1,000 per capita,

while seven systems’ aggregate funding ratios exceeded 90

percent. The report lauded Wisconsin – with a 99.8 percent funded

Sponsor: GOVERNING

FEATURED DATA SETS

Economy and Finance
Most states won't be seeing much additional tax

revenue from Black Friday sales. View use tax

collections for each state.

Public Workforce and Salaries
Track monthly changes in state and local

government employment with our chart of Labor

Department data.

Transportation 

Our interactive map shows changes in bicycle

commuting for more than 400 communities.

Education
View education levels for metro areas, as

estimated by the Census Bureau.
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ratio for its system - as the nation's strongest. 

Read full story and yjew data for each state 

Analysis: Redistricting Mostly Protected 
Incumbents in Congressional Races 
The 2012 elections - the first since redistricting - saw few 

competitive House races in a year when the nation remained mostly 

evenly split. Some incumbents benefited from high name 

recognition and weak challengers. Others, though, had the scales 

tipped in their favor when party officials drew new Congressional 

maps intended to limit their vulnerability. 

Only 64 of the 435 House races were decided within a 10 

percentage-point margin, according to a Governing review of 

elections data. Of all incumbents vying to retain their seats in the 

general election, just 21 had been defeated as of Tuesday. In 2010, 

79 House races had margins of victory less than 10 percent and 54 

incumbents lost. 

Read more and view partisan comoosition of states' members 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Sponsor: IBM 

R 

Overcoming Challenges of Asset Management Amid 

Declining Federal Budgets 

Modem asset management solutions are often no longer 
included in large program budgets and logistics 
professionals and engineers at federal agencies are 
being tasked to do more with less and extend the service 
life of existing assets. Without the ability to piggy-back 
modem asset management solutionson to large program 

budgets, agencies must find other ways to modernize 
their asset management solutions. Learn more. 

OTHER HEADLINES 
2012 Elections Leave Few State Legislatures with Split Control 

Personal Incomes Rise in All Metro Areas Most Counties 

Unemployment Rates Drop in 37 States 

Jobs Reoort: Public Sector Employment Drops Slightly After 

Rebound 

MAP OF THE MONTH: Personal Income Per Capita 

Personal incomes rose in nearly all counties, but Great Plains 

Health 
Our !lli!Q shows how far along states are in 

establishing health insurance exchanges. 

Census 
Where do baby boomers live? View our 

interactive map of boomers across the U.S .. 

Politics 
How gerrymandered is your state or 

congressional district? View our maps and data. 

Safety and Justice 
Eighteen states now have laws legalizing 

marijuana in some form. 

Environment 
View top nuclear-producing states and countries. 

UPCOMING RELEASES 

Dec. 4: 2011 Annual Survey of State Government 

Finances (Census) 

Dec. 6: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 

5-Year Estimates (Census) 

Dec. 7: Monthly Jobs Report (BLS) 

Dec. 18: Work Experience of Population (BLS) 

Dec. 19: State Quarterly Personal Income, 1st 

quarter, 2012-3rd quarter 2012 (BEA) 

Dec. 21: Monthly Regional and State 

Employment, Unemployment (BLS) 

Dec. 27: Updated National and State Population 

Estimates (Census) 

DA ILY DIGIT 

6,968 

Illinois has 6,968 units of local government, the 

most of any state, followed by Pennsylvania and 

Texas. View detailed totals for each state from the 

2012 Census of Governments. 

More Digits 
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Unsubscribe | Opt out of all  e Republic email | Privacy Statement
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states registered the largest jumps in yearly per capita rates,

according to data released this week by the U.S. Bureau of

Economic Analysis. View a map with current and historical data for

each county.

MORE DATA: View a complete list of new databases, maps,

visualizations and other tools on the GOVERNING DATA

homepage.

Find an interesting data set or have a good idea for a story?

Contact GOVERNING Data Editor Mike Maciag:

mmaciag@governing.com
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From: 

To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Craig Perry 

Alex Gerszewski 

Re: 11/ 29/ 12 Daily News dips 

Thursday, November 29, 2012 8:01:10 AM 

Good to see ya .. ...... How about that game last night he haw 

Craig Perry 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin 

 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 07:55 AM 
Subject: 11/ 29/12 Daily News Clips 

Usernames and Passwords 
Jomnal record 
User: 
Pass: 

Tulsa world 

Wall Street Jomnal 
User: 
Pass: 

GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS 
The Oklahoman - Editorial: Questions about health exchange emails will only linger as Fallin 
holds onto them 
http· Unewsok com/questjons-about-health-exchange-emajls-will-only- linger-as -fal Jjn-holds
onto-tbem/mijcle/3732762 

Huffington Post - Jan Brewer, Arizona Governor, Rejects Obamacare Health Insmance 
Exchange 
http-//www lmffingtonpost com/2012/J 1/28/jan-brewer-arjzona-bealth-care n 2206884 html 

Muskogee Phoenix - Officials promote workers comp refo1m 
http· Umnskogee.pboenjx com/locaJ/x94283777 1 /Officials-promote-workers-comp-refo1m 

The Oklahoman - Oklahoma state capitol tree lighting is scheduled 
http·Unewsok com/oklaboma-state-capitol-tree-Jjgbtjng-is-scheduled/article/373281 5 

Tulsa World- Editorial: State-tribal relations topic of meeting with governor 
http·ljwww h!lsaworld com/opinion/a1iicle aspx? 
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subjectid=61&articleid=20121129_61_A18_GovMar226741
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman - Auditing firm selected to investigate Oklahoma City bombing fund
http://newsok.com/auditing-firm-selected-to-investigate-oklahoma-city-bombing-
fund/article/3732804
 
The Oklahoman – Countries seek to eliminate cholera with $2.2 billion
http://newsok.com/feed/countries-seek-to-eliminate-cholera-with-2.2-
billion/article/3732916?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Brewer rejects state-run health exchange for Arizona
http://newsok.com/feed/brewer-rejects-state-run-health-exchange-for-
arizona/article/3732864?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – 3 BP employees arraigned on Gulf oil spill charges
http://newsok.com/3-bp-employees-arraigned-on-gulf-oil-spill-charges/article/3732966?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Developers in Oklahoma City pay $4.4 million for Bricktown site planned
for $75 million housing and retail complex
http://newsok.com/developers-in-oklahoma-city-pay-4.4-million-for-bricktown-site-
planned-for-75-million-housing-and-retail-complex/article/3732812?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: On 'millionaire' range, president switches tag
http://newsok.com/on-millionaire-range-president-switches-tag/article/3732563?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Rep. Tom Cole says GOP should lock in middle-class tax cuts
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-rep.-tom-cole-says-gop-should-lock-in-middle-class-tax-
cuts/article/3732782
 
The Oklahoman – Victor and vanquished: Obama has Romney to lunch
http://newsok.com/victor-and-vanquished-obama-has-romney-to-lunch/article/feed/468720
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: We’re going over the cliff
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-were-going-over-the-cliff/article/feed/468784
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma teachers' retirement fund lags, but still on target to be fully
funded
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-teachers-retirement-fund-lags-but-still-on-target-to-be-fully-
funded/article/3732859
 
Tulsa World – Medical marijuana study nixed by state official
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121129_11_A1_ULNSdo813611
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Tulsa World – Cole urges GOP to agree on taxes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121129_16_A1_CUTLIN434455
 
Tulsa World – A few final hurdles
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20121129_585_E1_hrahre579322
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa's unemployment rate inches up in October
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=48&articleid=20121129_46_E1_Afterf525592
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma's Mississippi Lime excites oil producers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121129_49_E4_ULNSbc887828
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Tulsa's personal income growth ranks No. 20  -  not too shabby
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121129_61_A18_Coming286000

Tulsa World – White House hints at concessions on taxes, cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121129_13_A1_CUTLIN131985
 
Tulsa World – U.S. jails could handle Guantanamo detainees, study says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121129_13_A4_WSIGOh639961
 
Tulsa World – Moderate senator voices concern for Rice nomination
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121129_13_A10_CUTLIN177472
 
The Journal Record - Drought could pose threat to state’s holiday tree industry
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/28/drought-could-pose-threat-to-states-holiday-tree-
industry-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – NGL sues Seacor Energy Holdings
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/28/ngl-sues-seacor-energy-holdings-law/
 
The Journal Record - Business Briefs: Nov. 29, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/28/business-briefs-nov-29-2012-general-news/
 
The Journal Record - Farm women from across state to gather in Tulsa
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/28/farm-women-from-across-state-to-gather-in-tulsa-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record - Fire suppression systems urged in all cargo planes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/28/fire-suppression-systems-urged-in-all-cargo-planes-
aerospace/
 

22121



 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Cody Inman
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:17:00 PM

Have you spoken to steve about this?
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:17 PM
To: Cody Inman; Aaron Cooper; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Ok but he’s actually asking for the records … which means correspondence in our office from constituents,
voicemails (if we saved any), etc.
Do we have that stuff?
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
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cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: FW: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:13:00 PM

FYI
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:14 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
Thank you.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
 
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: "maryfallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:12:00 PM

Governor – Here is the Affordable Care Act tally that is going to press. Thanks!
 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Record Response -- PPACA Tally
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 4:11:00 PM

 
 
 
 

Office of the Governor, Public Affairs Office
November 13 - 
November 19 Calls/Correspondence In Support

(approx.)
Opposed
(approx.)

 
PPACA (including Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance
Exchange, PPACA)

1273
 

5005

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business
climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Obama Care
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 11:39:37 AM

Thank you, that is helpful!
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 11:38 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Cody Inman 
Subject: Obama Care 
 
Alex,
 
Please send Cody latest statement from Governor re/ Obamacare. Cody, Gov has made no decisions
yet regarding implementation of an exchange or Medicaid expansion. We are still researching  nd
considering our options. I don’t think we should respond to mail for now, but you can use her
statement for callers if needed. Thank, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: I need to talk to you
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 11:29:06 AM

Give me the language that Julie said we would do if we had the partnership...which components would
we do or not do, thanks...

On Nov 13, 2012, at 9:27 AM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> At some point today re/ PPACA, exchange issues if at all possible. We will also need you to talk to
Bingman about it in the next day or two as well if at all possible! Thank you, Katie
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 2:57:55 PM

Thx

On Nov 12, 2012, at 2:56 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> This time frame will not work for Markell tomorrow, they are going to send us a couple of other
blocks of time to see if they will work. I will keep you posted.
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 07:26 PM
> To: Scott Mason
> Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
> Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
>
> Thanks scott
>
> Katie - think we need to shoot for that layover on Dallas if at all possible...
>
>
>
> On Nov 10, 2012, at 7:14 PM, "Scott Mason" <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Katie,
>> Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.
>>
>>
>> American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM
>>
>> Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM
>>
>> American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).
>>
>>
>> Let me know if you need further info.
>>
>> Scott
>>
>>
>>
>> Scott Mason
>> Office of the Governor
>> State of Oklahoma
>>
>> via AT&T BlackBerry
>>
>> ----- Original Message -----
>> From: Denise Northrup
>> Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
>> To: Katie Altshuler
>> Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
>> Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
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>>
>> Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check
and get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday
>>
>>
>>
>> On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>>
>>> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Mary Fallin; Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger; Alex Weintz
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:38:09 AM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dick Beale 
Date: November 12, 2012 10:30:22 AM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Katie Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange

Dear Ms. Northrup and Ms. Altshuler,

 
The national election is over and like or not (Not!), we are going to have to deal with

prospect of Obamacare being implemented in Oklahoma. We can take the high road and

do it ourselves in a way that makes sense in Oklahoma or we can face the prospect of a

punitive installation of a Federal Exchange.

 
Governor Fallin needs to take a leadership position in this effort to do something positive

to protect the interests of Oklahomans. We can no longer have our state government held

hostage by a minority of over zealous, ultra-right wing fanatics. Governor Fallin risks

losing the support of many of us conservative realists who have supported her for many

years.

 
There is plenty of assistance in the wings waiting to be called into action to get a

state exchange in place and we have been given additional time by HHS to make it a

reality. We are not supporting Obamacare in principle, but making certain Oklahoma's

principles are preserved in the exchange process to the greatest extent possible.

 
Many of us have been working within the insurance industry for years to design a working

system. We believe that there will never be a better opportunity to have flexibility in

design than there is right now. 

 
Please share this with Governor Fallin and urge her to do the "right" thing.

 
Thank you for your time and support.

 
 

 Dick Beale
Senior Vice President

3000 NW 149th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73134
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P.O. Box 21880, Oklahoma City, OK, 73156

405-521-1600 or 800-530-4863

405-521-1610 fax 
www.bealepro.com
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Scott Mason
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 7:26:32 PM

Thanks scott

Katie - think we need to shoot for that layover on Dallas if at all possible...

On Nov 10, 2012, at 7:14 PM, "Scott Mason" <Scott.Mason@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Katie,
> Here is the flight schedule for Gov, Weintz and me for Tuesday to Arizona.
>
>
> American Airlines Flight 1511 departs at 10:45AM
>
> Layover in DFW from 11:45-1:35PM
>
> American Airlines Flight 1279 from DFW to Phoenix, AZ arrives 3:05PM (mountain time).
>
>
> Let me know if you need further info.
>
> Scott
>
>
>
> Scott Mason
> Office of the Governor
> State of Oklahoma
>
> via AT&T BlackBerry
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup
> Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 04:01 PM
> To: Katie Altshuler
> Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
> Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
>
> Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check
and get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday
>
>
>
> On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:
>
>> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright; Monica Houston; Scott Mason
Subject: Re: Sceduling a Call
Date: Saturday, November 10, 2012 4:01:08 PM

Scott, I don't have her flight info to see when she's arriving in Arizona...if one of you you can check and
get back to Katie, we need to try to make this happen Tuesday

On Nov 10, 2012, at 3:52 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

> Any chance Governor could be available to talk to Gov Markell from 3-3:15 ET on Tuesday re/ next
steps for NGA on PPACA, fiscal cliff, etc.?
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Steve Mullins
Subject: RE: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:45:00 PM

k
 

From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:40 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling
Deadline’
 
Don't wait on me. I will get to meeting as quick as I can but this is dragging on longer than I
thought. 

Sent from my iPad

On Nov 9, 2012, at 12:26 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a
‘Rolling Deadline’ 
 
The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal
whether they would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal
government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so
few states are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review
Online column that posted yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama
administration would push back that deadline. It seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ
Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to
decide whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according
to several state officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new
deadline for states that want to operate the marketplaces alone but have a
rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are interested in a
partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.
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Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-
deadline-into-a-rolling-deadline/
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Subject: Re: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:40:01 PM

Don't wait on me. I will get to meeting as quick as I can but this is dragging on
longer than I thought. 

Sent from my iPad

On Nov 9, 2012, at 12:26 PM, "Katie Altshuler" <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:MCannon@cato.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 12:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Cato@Liberty: The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange ‘Deadline’ into a
‘Rolling Deadline’ 
 
The ObamaCare Rebellion Turns Exchange

‘Deadline’ into a ‘Rolling Deadline’

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Obama administration had set a deadline of November 16 for states to signal
whether they would create their own health insurance “exchanges,” or let the federal
government do it.

But the federal government is so desperate to have states do the heavy lifting, and so
few states are interested, that for some time (most recently in a National Review
Online column that posted yesterday) I have been predicting the Obama
administration would push back that deadline. It seems I was right. Well, today’s CQ
Healthbeat reports:

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to
decide whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according
to several state officials. … Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new
deadline for states that want to operate the marketplaces alone but have a
rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are interested in a
partnership.

What is the difference between a “rolling deadline” and no deadline?

It’s “the REAL ID rebellion“ all over again.

Michael F. Cannon • November 9, 2012 @ 1:19 pm 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/the-obamacare-rebellion-turns-exchange-
deadline-into-a-rolling-deadline/
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Jim Reese
Subject: sorry
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:58:00 AM

We had an RGA conference call on obamacare that ran long…
 
Denise Northrup
Chief Of Staff
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
405-522-8832 phone

 mobile
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov
Subject: Re: Lunch
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:13:53 AM

I may need it...been in obamacare-land since 9am...ugh...

On Nov 9, 2012, at 11:10 AM, "Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov" <Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov> wrote:

> Boo. See ya at 1:30. Want me to bring you dessert?
>
>
> ----- Original Message -----
> From: Denise Northrup [Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov]
> Sent: 11/09/2012 10:13 AM CST
> To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
> Subject: Lunch
>
>
>
>
>
> :(
>
> With me being out of town next week I need to be in the office catching up and getting organized
instead of feeding my face...
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:39:30 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ATT00001.htm

There are good quotes and talking points in these articles that we can use in
developing our statement...

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: November 9, 2012 9:39:47 AM CST
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Dustin Huffman <
Subject: Exchange information 

Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI
and various news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16
extension at the end of the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We
will continue to provide you with information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to
embrace the law, which remains divisive with the public and anathema to
conservatives, but also not skipping a chance to wrest authority from the federal
government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint
for the state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance
exchange. "The only logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't
have the answers for Virginia. They're telling us we have two years to build an
exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way
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really is limited,” Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate
for the federal government to administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s
participation in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the
federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance exchange because
we will not benefit from it and implementing it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of
dollars.
 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision
until notifying federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an
exchange once federal agencies wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability
to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business
Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday
that's still his thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal
government. The deadline for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that
it won't be running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin
under the federal health care law. That means that the federal government will step in
to create an insurance exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion
and the costly subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily
dependent on state compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that
states are not at the mercy of the federal government. Many state officials realize that
there is little upside to joining forces with Washington in implementing this disastrous
endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the
last major entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets
off a stiff competition for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and
Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another
checkpoint on Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track
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to begin enrolling people in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about
the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual
deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With benchmarks looming, and
the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors seem to be in
the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether
to build online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and
small businesses can shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid
programs to reach many more low-income people.
 
Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to
set up their own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the
federal government will step in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't
spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on
Exchange Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to

decide whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to

several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human

Services by that date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that

will launch in 2014, create a state-federal partnership or let the federal government

operate the exchange in their area. Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new

deadline for states that want to operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling

deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to

determine whether there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for

them to set up their own new health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-

148, PL 111-152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid

exchange before the election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a

show of support for the statute, many may be interested in exerting some control

over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the alternative would be one run by
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Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government

operate an exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned

the state government from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states

refusing to run a state-administered exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ

HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own

state-run exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that

are posted on the agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases,

governors who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state

legislators. On Wednesday, Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would

prefer to have the state run its own insurance exchange program than leave it to

federal officials. But state legislators in his party chimed in with criticism, saying that

the legislature would not go along with the creation of a state-based exchange.

Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Michelle Waddell
Subject: Fwd: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:40 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ATT00001.htm

Alex - FYI only

Michelle - would you print these for gov?

Begin forwarded message:

From: Marie Sanderson <
Date: November 9, 2012 9:39:47 AM CST
To: Marie Sanderson <
Cc: Dustin Huffman <
Subject: Exchange information 

Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI
and various news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16
extension at the end of the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We
will continue to provide you with information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to
embrace the law, which remains divisive with the public and anathema to
conservatives, but also not skipping a chance to wrest authority from the federal
government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint
for the state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance
exchange. "The only logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't
have the answers for Virginia. They're telling us we have two years to build an
exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way
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really is limited,” Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate
for the federal government to administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s
participation in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the
federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance exchange because
we will not benefit from it and implementing it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of
dollars.
 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision
until notifying federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an
exchange once federal agencies wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability
to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business
Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday
that's still his thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal
government. The deadline for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that
it won't be running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin
under the federal health care law. That means that the federal government will step in
to create an insurance exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion
and the costly subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily
dependent on state compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that
states are not at the mercy of the federal government. Many state officials realize that
there is little upside to joining forces with Washington in implementing this disastrous
endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the
last major entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets
off a stiff competition for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and
Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another
checkpoint on Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track
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to begin enrolling people in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about
the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual
deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With benchmarks looming, and
the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors seem to be in
the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether
to build online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and
small businesses can shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid
programs to reach many more low-income people.
 
Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to
set up their own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the
federal government will step in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't
spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on
Exchange Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to

decide whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to

several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human

Services by that date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that

will launch in 2014, create a state-federal partnership or let the federal government

operate the exchange in their area. Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new

deadline for states that want to operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling

deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to

determine whether there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for

them to set up their own new health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-

148, PL 111-152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid

exchange before the election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a

show of support for the statute, many may be interested in exerting some control

over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the alternative would be one run by
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Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government

operate an exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned

the state government from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states

refusing to run a state-administered exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ

HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own

state-run exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that

are posted on the agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases,

governors who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state

legislators. On Wednesday, Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would

prefer to have the state run its own insurance exchange program than leave it to

federal officials. But state legislators in his party chimed in with criticism, saying that

the legislature would not go along with the creation of a state-based exchange.

Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: AJ Mallory
Subject: Can u call
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:12:55 AM

Senator elect Ron sharp 

I was supposed to meet and give him a check but i need to stay and deal with obamacare stuff...
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Rebecca Frazier
Cc: Alex Weintz; Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Katie Altshuler; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 9:22:51 PM

Lmao! This request would be hilarious!

On Nov 8, 2012, at 4:17 PM, "Rebecca Frazier" <Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov>
wrote:

Please do not compile any documents yet.  We are going to speak with this reporter. 
 
Thank you!
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:12 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
 
J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any
and all records related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated
by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection.
These records should include, but not be limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies,
that mention the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the
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preparing of a blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the
Oklahoma Supreme Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove
that an exemption applies.[1] If you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma
Open Records Act, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their
government” and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the
public’s right of access to and review of government records so they may efficiently and
intelligently exercise their inherent political power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act,
the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government officials must consider in ruling on records
requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies
when the records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the
“documents is in the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media,
scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the
government are honestly, faithfully, and competently performing their duties as public servants.”[4]
I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of Oklahoma who are vested in
ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when the issue
pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within
this provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to
its records,”[5] which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the
time required to locate and compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no
later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public
body urging an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See
also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555
n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the exemption of materials from disclosure will have the
burden of proof to show the applicability of such an exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The
burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or entity that seeks to
establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and
guarantees, all political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of
Oklahoma that the people are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about
their government.”).
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[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In
ruling on a request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that,
pursuant to the intent of the Open Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a
finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure”
over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear from this definition that the Act is
intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the Act requires that
questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged
when release of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars,
authors or taxpayers seeking to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”);
1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the
Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any member of the news media who is
seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to determine whether
those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the
news media may be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite
clear on that point when it decrees ‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such
circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831
P.2d 634) (“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records
for any amount of time, however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is
complied with only when a public body properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
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Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Meeting w/Melissa Houston, Tom Bates, Patrick Wyrick to discuss post election ramifications of PPACA

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 1:30 PM-2:30 PM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Small Conf. Room

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

So we're good for 1:30?  At your place or ours? I will be having Tom Bates our new 1st Assistant and Patrick Wyrick attend with me. 

----- Original Message -----
From: AJ Mallory [AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/07/2012 11:16 AM CST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston; Katie Altshuler < HYPERLINK "mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov" Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Denise Northrup < HYPERLINK "mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov" Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: RE: Meeting Request

Would 1:00 p.m. work for all?

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
 HYPERLINK "mailto:aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov" aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From:  HYPERLINK "mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov" Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:52 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

I have some meetings scheduled - but will move them. What time works for y'all? I'll likely have Patrick attend due to potential impact
on litigation. 

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/02/2012 08:45 AM EST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
Cc: Denise Northrup < HYPERLINK "mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov" Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; AJ Mallory < HYPERLINK
"mailto:AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov" AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Meeting Request

Are you and whoever else would be appropriate available to meet on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 9th with us to discuss post election
ramifications of PPACA? We will have an RGA call earlier in the day and a mtg with the Health Dept, so it would be a good time for all
of us to get caught up! Please let us know if you are available. Thanks,
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From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Subject: HOLD: Post Election RGA Call

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

*Dial-in:
Conference Code:
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dana Wolpert on behalf of Marv Fallin 

Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins 

Post Election RGA Call 

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada). 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments. 

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to 
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome. The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and 
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward. 

RSVP LIST: 

Governor State Conference Call 
Robert Bentley Alabama YES 
Sean Parnell Alaska YES 
Jan Brewer Arizona YES 
Rick Scott Florida YES 
Nathan Deal Georgia YES 
Eddie Calvo Guam NO 
Butch Otter Idaho NO 
Mitch Daniels Indiana YES 
Terry Branstad Iowa NO 
Sam Brownback Kansas YES 
Bobby Jindal Louisiana YES 
Paul LePage Maine YES 
Rick Snyder Michigan NO 
Phil Bryant Mississippi YES 
Dave Heineman Nebraska YES 
Brian Sandoval Nevada YES 
Chris Christie New Jersey YES 
Susana Martinez New Mexico YES 
Jack Dalrymple North Dakota YES 
Benigno Fitial No. Mariana Islands 
John Kasich Ohio YES 
Mary Fallin Oklahoma YES 
Tom Corbett Pennsylvania YES 
Luis Fortuno Puerto Rico 
Nikki Haley South Carolina NO 
Dennis Daugaard South Dakota YES 
Bill Haslam Tennessee YES 
Rick Perry Texas YES 
Gary Herbert Utah YES 
Bob McDonnell Virginia YES 
Scott Walker Wisconsin YES 
Matt Mead Wyoming YES 

* Dial-in:---
Conferen~ 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27:00 PM

Yep, that works…

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:27 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

I like your changes. Why don’t we change Legislature to “other Oklahoma lawmakers” so we’re not
inviting anyone particular to weigh in but its clear we are open to suggestions from anyone who
wants to throw them our way

 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have
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“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
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Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
 
 
Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:25:00 PM

Thoughts on these additions? And do we really want to say we’re conferring with the legislature
when we know we’re probably going to be alone on this one again?

 

And if we DO include them, do we go ahead and throw in AG, and Insurance Commissioner too?

 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:23 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: RE: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

So Denise, here is what I currently plan to send for today. At some point in the future we can bust out
the RGA letter and talk about specific questions and concerns we have

“As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health
insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system
that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh what
options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, her cabinet,  other governors and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what outcome best serves the people
of Oklahoma.

 

 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:45 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
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Subject: Re: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges

 

Looks good to me
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 10:14 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri 
Cc: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: media inquiry re: health insurance exchanges 
 

Obviously I’m going to decline this interview.

Can we say: “As the governor has said, she is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate
to health insurance exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a
system that increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is
fiscally responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serves their citizens, as is responsible.”

Q: What is your timetable for making this decision? You said you would announce a decision after the
election

A: The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was more
clear what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as you know.
Our priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible, it is to make the right decision. The
governor is still conferring with her partners in the Legislature, other governors and health care
experts as to what outcome best serves the people of Oklahoma.

I would also like to say the federal government has not answered our questions … what questions are
those? Have we documented them in a letter and if so can I get a copy?

I am getting a lot of requests for interviews on this subject so getting an acceptable answer is a
priority. Thanks

  From: Wayne Greene [mailto:Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Good morning

 

And congratulation to the governor on what has to be seen a big night for the Oklahoma Republican Party.
 
Now that the national election is decided and Barack Obama has been re-elected, I need to press my case on
whether she will accept the Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. Can I get some phone time with
the governor on this today?
 
wg
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Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102
 

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov; AJ Mallory; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Meeting Request
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 12:02:00 PM

Our office please :)

-----Original Message-----
From: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:44 AM
To: AJ Mallory; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

So we're good for 1:30?  At your place or ours? I will be having Tom Bates our new 1st Assistant and
Patrick Wyrick attend with me.

----- Original Message -----
From: AJ Mallory [AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/07/2012 11:16 AM CST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston; Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: RE: Meeting Request

Would 1:00 p.m. work for all?

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:52 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

I have some meetings scheduled - but will move them. What time works for y'all? I'll likely have Patrick
attend due to potential impact on litigation.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/02/2012 08:45 AM EST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; AJ Mallory <AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Meeting Request
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Are you and whoever else would be appropriate available to meet on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 9th
with us to discuss post election ramifications of PPACA? We will have an RGA call earlier in the day and
a mtg with the Health Dept, so it would be a good time for all of us to get caught up! Please let us
know if you are available. Thanks, Katie
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From: Denise Northrup on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Steve Mullins
Subject: HOLD: Post Election RGA Call

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

*Call In Number: _____________________________________
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From: Denise Northrup
To: AJ Mallory; Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov; Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Meeting Request
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:29:00 AM

sure

-----Original Message-----
From: AJ Mallory
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 11:16 AM
To: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Meeting Request

Would 1:00 p.m. work for all?

A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov [mailto:Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 9:52 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

I have some meetings scheduled - but will move them. What time works for y'all? I'll likely have Patrick
attend due to potential impact on litigation.

----- Original Message -----
From: Katie Altshuler [Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov]
Sent: 11/02/2012 08:45 AM EST
To: Melissa McLawhorn Houston
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>; AJ Mallory <AJ.Mallory@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Meeting Request

Are you and whoever else would be appropriate available to meet on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 9th
with us to discuss post election ramifications of PPACA? We will have an RGA call earlier in the day and
a mtg with the Health Dept, so it would be a good time for all of us to get caught up! Please let us
know if you are available. Thanks, Katie
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From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Scott Mason
Cc: aweintz ; alex@maryfallin.org
Subject: HOLD: Speak at RGA Concurrent Corporate Breakout on Energy

When: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:15 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).
Where: Encore Las Vegas 

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Topic I – Healthcare
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Chopin 3-4

On June 28th, the United States Supreme Court ruled on constitutional challenges to the Affordable Care Act (ACA), upholding most of
the law but affirming greater autonomy for the states. Republican governors are now tasked with making critical policy decisions
without vital information or proper guidance from the Obama Administration. Health Insurance Exchange implementation deadlines are
quickly approaching and the Medicaid Expansion provision of ACA looms over state decision makers. Despite prodding from state
leaders, including Republican governors, the Obama Administration is refusing to clarify rules and regulations. This panel will provide
insights into state implementation activities, and talk about how those activities are impacting the private healthcare industry. How
does the Administration’s failure to issue detailed regulations and written guidance impact Republican governors’ work with the
healthcare industry to help create a more effective and efficient regulatory environment?

Topic II – Energy
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Beethoven 2 

Republican governors have been outspoken in their support of an “all of the above” energy strategy. They understand the need to
embrace every form of domestic energy including fossil fuels, nuclear and renewable. This session will explore how the Republican
governors’ “all of the above” strategy can help lead America to an energy renaissance. How can Republican governors continue to shift
the national debate on a comprehensive energy strategy?

Topic III – Workforce Development
Location – Encore Las Vegas  - Brahms 1-2

Republican governors understand the critical role that workforce development plays in strengthening our nation’s economy. These state
executives are on the front lines developing innovative policies that allow their states to effectively recruit, train, and market highly
skilled workers. In order to have a healthy and prosperous economy, it is critically important to align state education and workforce
programs with the needs of employers. This panel will provide insight into workforce policies championed by Republican governors 
that promote job creation in the private sector and prepare workers to be competitive in a global economy. How can states cultivate
world-class workers with the necessary training and skills to meet the needs of employers? How can Governors partner with the
private sector to operate their workforce programs at the speed of business rather than the speed of government? 

Topic IV – Public Private Partnership
Location – Encore Las Vegas – Brahms 3-4

Republican governors have consistently encouraged the development of innovative public-private partnerships (P3s). These innovative
partnerships between government and the private sector allow for state and local governments to provide efficient and cost-effective
services to citizens. How can Republican governors continue to find new ways to implement these creative partnerships?
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Monica Block
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: RE: post-Election Day Governors Conference Call
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:26:00 AM

Governor Fallin may have to jump off a few minutes early but she is available for the at least the first
half of the call.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Monica Block [mailto:mblock@RGA.ORG] 
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Monica Block
Cc: Marie Sanderson
Subject: post-Election Day Governors Conference Call
 
All,
 
Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for
a Governors-only conference call to discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the
election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and the hope is to
coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.
 
We have confirmed this call for Friday, November 9th from 11:45 AM – 12:15 PM (EST) /
10:45 AM – 11:15 AM (CST).
 
Please respond to this email and let me know if your Governor can join.
 
Thank you!
Monica 
 
 
Monica Block
Governors Liaison
Republican Governors Association
1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 250, Washington, DC 20006
202.662.4159 direct |     | 202.662.4926 fax
mblock@rga.org
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From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: HOLD: Post Election RGA Call

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

*Call In Number: _____________________________________

22168



From: Dana Wolpert on behalf of Mary Fallin
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Post Election RGA Call

When: Friday, November 09, 2012 10:45 AM-11:15 AM (UTC-06:00) Central Time (US & Canada).

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Please have your Governor join Gov. McDonnell, Gov. Christie, Gov. Jindal, and Gov. Walker for a Governors-only conference call to
discuss healthcare issues/PPACA deadlines based on the election outcome.  The RGPPC is preparing materials for either scenario and
the hope is to coordinate governors regarding messaging and actions moving forward.

Call In Number: _____________________________________
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Denise Northrup 

Alex Gerszewski 

RE: 10/15/12 Daily News dips 

Monday, October 15, 2012 1:01:00 PM 

Ok, for whatever reason my computer is now asking for a password on the newsok website ... ! 
assume we have one? 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 8:05 AM 
Subject: 10/ 15/ 12 Daily News Clips 

GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS 

The Oklahoman - Oklahoma Gov. Ma1y Fallin's travel expenses add up 
http· //newsok com/oklaboma-goy -rnaiy-fall jus-trnyel-expeuses-add-up/m1jcle/371 8764 
Tulsa World- Political Repo1t, Wayne Greene: BruTesi becoming political hot potato 
htijr//www hilsaworld com/uews/m1jcle aspx? 
subjectid=336&mijcleid=20121014 16 A21 Repub1506431 
Tulsa World- Despite objections to 'Obamacare,' Oklahomans received $25.5 million in 
federal health care funding 
http-//www hilsaworld com/uews/adicle aspx? 
subjectjd=71 l &m1iclejd=20121014 16 A21 !JLNSoM211933 

Associated press - Oklahoma parole ballot issue drawing opposition 
hrtp·/Jwww sfgate com/uews/article/Oklahoma-parole-ballot-issue-drawing-opposjtjou-
3946427 php 

The Naiman Transcript- Opinion: Signed book makes its way back to N01man 
http·Unonnautrauscript com/opjnjou/x 113318S402/Siw1ed-book-makes-its -way-back-to 
N01mau 

CBS Money Watch-Okla. Governor to head to Europe on economic trip 
htijr//www cbsnews com/8301 -50524:5 162-57529501 /okla-goyemor-to-head-to-europe-on
ecou omic-trip/ 
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The Oklahoman – Obamacare funding helps to keep Oklahoma programs up and running
http://newsok.com/obamacare-funding-helps-to-keep-oklahoma-programs-up-and-
running/article/3718701
 
The Oklahoman – Higher ed chancellor: investments have long-term benefit for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/higher-ed-chancellor-investments-have-long-term-benefit-for-
oklahoma/article/3718298
 
The Oklahoman - Not all Oklahoma Highway Patrol travel costs are released 

Read more: http://newsok.com/not-all-oklahoma-highway-patrol-travel-costs-are-
released/article/3718817#ixzz29N4iEc8F
The Oklahoman - Gov. Mary Fallin has flown to Grand Lake home 

Read more: http://newsok.com/gov.-mary-fallin-has-flown-to-grand-lake-
home/article/3718816#ixzz29N5HufSX
The Oklahoman - Interactive: Governor's Travels
http://newsok.com/interactive-governors-travels/article/3711737
 
Tulsa World - Sunday Morning Quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A21_hGovMa118849
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – With health reform mandates looming a little more than a year away ... 
http://newsok.com/with-health-reform-mandates-looming-a-little-more-than-a-year-away-
.../article/3718654#ixzz29N3eJWzC
The Oklahoman - State auditor investigates allegations by Oklahoma City police officer about
corruption, cover-up
http://newsok.com/state-auditor-investigates-allegations-by-oklahoma-city-police-officer-
about-corruption-cover-up/article/3719189#ixzz29N3jlBHI
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma Municipal League should offer its own firefighter pension
proposal 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-municipal-league-should-offer-its-own-firefighter-pension-
proposal/article/3718309#ixzz29N3oSyIs
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Lawmaker's concern over Oklahoma prison staffing isn't just
hyperbole
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-concern-over-oklahoma-prison-staffing-isnt-just-
hyperbole/article/3718308#ixzz29N3riNYn
The Oklahoman - State Question 765: Revamping DHS model would benefit Oklahomans 
http://newsok.com/state-question-765-revamping-dhs-model-would-benefit-
oklahomans/article/3718296#ixzz29N3vPch2
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Three incumbents, two GOP hopefuls merit support in Oklahoma
congressional elections 
http://newsok.com/three-incumbents-two-gop-hopefuls-merit-support-in-oklahoma-
congressional-elections/article/3718295#ixzz29N41J8T9
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The Oklahoman - ScissorTales: Note to VP: appearances matter
http://newsok.com/scissortales-note-to-vp-appearances-matter/article/3718285?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Appearances matter: Biden far from dignified in debate with
Ryan 
http://newsok.com/appearances-matter-biden-far-from-dignified-in-debate-with-
ryan/article/3718205#ixzz29N47wk14
 
The Oklahoman - GOP VP candidate, first lady campaigning in Ohio 
http://newsok.com/gop-vp-candidate-first-lady-campaigning-in-
ohio/article/feed/447669#ixzz29N4CTl00
The Oklahoman - Candidates consumed by debate preparations
http://newsok.com/candidates-consumed-by-debate-preparations/article/feed/447676
 
The Oklahoman - Obama campaign to slam Romney budget plans
http://newsok.com/obama-campaign-to-slam-romney-budget-plans/article/feed/447657
 
Associated Press - Monday, October 15, 2012
http://newsok.com/monday-october-15-2012/article/feed/447731
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma AG to reveal homeowner checks from lenders 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ag-to-reveal-homeowner-checks-from-
lenders/article/3719196#ixzz29N4VWVoQ
The Oklahoman - This time, voters pose the debate questions
http://newsok.com/this-time-voters-pose-the-debate-questions/article/feed/447691
The Oklahoman - Fewer qualms for gun-rights groups over Romney now 
http://newsok.com/fewer-qualms-for-gun-rights-groups-over-romney-
now/article/feed/447444#ixzz29N4eovP0
Tulsa World - Many military veterans frustrated by claims backlog, 'endless' process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121015_11_A1_USMari895463
 
Tulsa World - City readies industrial site cleanup plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20121015_11_A1_CUTLIN358144
 
Tulsa World - Advocates help victims, families deal with court process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=450&articleid=20121015_11_A11_CUTLIN136366
 
Tulsa World – Cashing out: big deals being done in Tulsa
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20121014_46_E1_CUTLIN61220
 
Tulsa World - Honeywell deal made sense for Thomas Russell Co.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121014_49_E4_CUTLIN873836
 
Tulsa World - AAA holding job fair for OKC service center
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121015_48_0_OKLAHO306762
Tulsa World - Insider overview: Tyson Foods Inc.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121015_49_A7_Bodyte376958
Tulsa World - Global market will set oil prices, economist says
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121014_49_E1_Crudeo790059
Tulsa World – Opinion: Politics? Planned Parenthood booted from WIC program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121015_61_A9_CUTLIN329360
Tulsa World - Editorial: For Olson
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121014_61_G6_Therac456570
Tulsa World – Opinion: AG opinion addresses early release issue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_CUTLIN926686
Tulsa World – Opinion: Finally, an informative debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121013_61_A22_Thedeb867142
Associated Press - GOP senator alleges cover-up on Libya
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121015_13_A14_WASHIN746804
Tulsa World - Obama, Romney hunker down for debate prep
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20121014_688_0_hrimgs41091
 
Tulsa World - 2nd District candidate Markwayne Mullin talks on federal regulations in
national address
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_ULNSbc176911
 
Tulsa World - State Question 764 would back loans for water, sewer projects
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121014_16_A13_Forvot924840
 
The Journal Record – Spring-loaded strategies: Expansion, services part of L&M growth
efforts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/spring-loaded-strategies-expansion-services-part-of-lm-
growth-efforts-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Great Plains sued over explosion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/great-plains-sued-over-explosion-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Veterans center head to retire
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/veterans-center-head-to-retire-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – SandRidge Commons restaurant set to open this winter
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/sandridge-commons-restaurant-set-to-open-this-winter-
energy/
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The Journal Record – CNG parts supplier receives CSA International
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/cng-parts-supplier-receives-csa-international-energy/
The Journal Record – State lawmakers support HB 1970
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/state-lawmakers-support-hb-1970-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Filling demand: CNG parts suppliers use highest certification for
products
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/12/filling-demand-cng-parts-suppliers-use-highest-
certification-for-products/
 
The Journal Record – Voter registration deadline Friday
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/11/voter-registration-deadline-friday-capitol/
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Interesting - sooner tea party advocabng no on the pardon and parole question._ 

Frotn: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:08 PM 
To: Denise Northrup 
SUbject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 

From: Sooner Tea Party [maitrn;oonerteaparty@gmaij mm] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM 
To: Katie Altshuler 
S ubject: Is Golreinor Maly Fali n Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican O\alenger? 

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Sponsol's this week: 

The Cupente1· Shop 

358 North Rockwell 
OKC, Ok 
405-942-2644 
tbecalllf1llershop net 

The Carpenter Shop is 
a ftlll line cabinet and 
cotmtertop shop that 
travels all over the 
state building dream 
kitchens for 
discerning customers 

Claude 
Hall's Gun 
Shows 

okcgunshow .com 
okcgs.com 

Claude Hall has 
always take care of 
the Tea Party and 
the Ron Paul 
activist community 
at his gun shows. 

His next OKC dates 
are: 

Hay 19th - 20th, 
July 14 - 15th, 
Oct 6 - 7th 
Nov 17 - 18th 
Dec 15 - 16 

Wolfl aser com 

CJirk Heu fgr Prnjoq1 Nm.slttt•r An:bfrv 

Click Ht-re to Sig Up for th.e SoonerTHP:iirn· Email List 

Fpnyard this email ma frjtpd 

SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE 

PART2 

THE DEMOCRAT 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate Dis1rict 15 seat is Mrs Qaudia Griffith, a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger Her 
husband sits on the Nonnan City Cotmcil That raised some red flags immediately The Nonnan City Cotmcil is quietly implementing the U 
N 's agenda 21 right under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Qeveland 

Mrs Griffith's~ gives her wotk history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve 
our education problem, when it won' t What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education 
She fails to indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government 
Sometimes what people don' t say is more important than wbat they do say 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far baving conln'l)llted $5,000 00 to her campaign We expect unions to con1ribute 
to Democrats, so this is no big deal 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out The first is 

Evolve Ok 

the second is Transform Ok 

the third is Okie Force 
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This guy is a Noble 
Oklahoma based 
company that has 
great prices on 
electronics of all 
types and 
inexpensive t oner 
and ink for your 
printer. 

Comtec Secmi tv 

Comtec 
pro\ides 1·esidential 
and commercW 
secmi ty systems in 
Oklahoma. 

There is only one 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but 
ifs not; this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations In 
other words, they support Norman's Agenda 21 scheme Why are we not swprised that they support her? I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has 
taken their money as well? 

This is not a candidate that we can support There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good 

ii] 

The Rat, t he Democrat and the Republican 
By Ms PM 

This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached our cowitry is in trouble 

Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of W+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the 
nation This was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics Armed with more knowledge following the political 
foolishness over the past few years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part 

thing you 1·eally need The only news I was able to catch was from local stations During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California 
to know about stupidity and I began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on His most disturbing question was, "why 
Comtec's qualily and haven~ I heard about any of this stuff you're talking about in the news?" 
pricing, they do not 
requiJ·e a contract 
for their senices. 

Customers are free 
to walk away if their 
senice isn't.top 
quality. 

Rodent 
ResjstantChic.ken 
Feedet-sl 

SSO + Shipping 

Advertise Y Oii! 

Business, Event, Or 
Service Here! 

$25 00 per week, tens 
of tltousands of 
Oklahoman 
impressions every 
ne\';'Sletter 

He is a person that lives on 3 50 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half 
Moon Bay There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English That perturbs him, 
my word, not his Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that 
some of what I was saying was distwbing, but, not at all swprising to him He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress 
nor the acquisition of guns and anuno being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple The information on the 
NDAA left him speechless 

This man has qualities that most others have discarded His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart He's around 70 years old and 
a Vietnam Vet He teamed a Jong time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home Being one of principle, he has 
become bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge He has 
chosen not to follow what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it Both 
Obama and Romney scare the hell out of him He doesn~ believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for 
America The sadness I saw in his tired face broke my heart I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people And now, his 
only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace 

By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this Well he has an old truck parked that istit rurming I had parked next to it and 
he said, "I want to show you something " He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for 
himself, just looking at us He had been there a while Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been 
filled not long ago 

I checked it the next rooming and Mr Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty 
amazing There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest 
with under the hood I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened 

Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on ''Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But he continued to read the 
entire newspaper From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had 
talked to him about It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong, 
it's wrong 

He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become So I will continue this fight for 
America, for him, and all of us What an exceptional experience and all because of a lesson from a rat It doesn~ get any better than that! 
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Rep Shumate married 

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids! 

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree, 

K-I-S-S-1-N-G. 

Ffrst Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage, 

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carliage ... 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten? Yuck, girls had 
cooties after all! Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get If kids are still using the chant then it 
applies quite well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma's chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP) This last week found old Stuart 
(AKA Little Man Viagra spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported 
to evaluate judges based on their .. pro business" positions 

Now we aren't knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn't followed and 
judges disregard Oklahoma conservative vah1es Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme 
Court Justices stand for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment As the sitting judges usually retain their 
seat by a two to one margin it is entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber 
being the sole judge, jury, and executioner 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge: Yvonne 
Kauger, James Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings 
to .. thousands of its members" Right ... . , I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have 
to lend him Sooner Tea Party volunteers to staff his table at events People's email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter 
hardly constitutes "membership in a group Hell Stuart, don't stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a 
working phone number as a member 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign 
against the jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big 
business interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes The only issues covered were employment, 
medical malpractice, product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers' compensation, nothing was considered that covered 
respect for existing law, freedom, liberty, or justice 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that "intangible" 
property could be assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token 
tax, but one that required more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley State Question 766 is to address this 
issue on the November ballot, but allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman's affairs is hardly a step forward for 
conservatives 

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke: 

Question: What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning? 

Answer: She walks home ... 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahorua values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good No 
doubt someone will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings, pushing his baby carriage full of 
illegitimate State Chamber offSpring, already sho\\ing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber 
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Give This Man Some Help 

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again? 

Dan Bell, one of onr fa\·01ite candidates, is tunning against fonner representatin Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa. Shumate is a 
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someoue that needs sent back to the life be is better suited 
for. Dan put out a request for campaign donatious last week so bis campaign can purchase more signage and flyel's for precinct 
walks. 

Last week the Sooner Tea Parly reac.hed out to Btian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to 
Senate PAC money. Bingman's office did respond aud they did talk to Dan Bell on the possibilily of conside1ing a PAC donation 
but the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate. Basically if the candidate had the 
money to jump through all their hoops, be wouldn't need tbeiJ' donation. Not good Brian, Dan Bell is a coustitutional cousen·am·e, 
not a process that yon can size up and c,1tego1ize. Last I checked the Senate PAC had onr S40,000 sitting in the bank and Dan Bell 
is one of the handful of contested Senate races in Nonmber. 

Let's remind Btian Bingman that their PAC money was ginu to promote Republican candidates fo1· Senate office. You can email 
Brian at hjngman@oksepate goy 

Let's also dig into ow· pockets and donate directly to Dan Bell. I will personally match the first $250.00 in donatious to Dan so that 
your hard eamed money is stretched to do more good. Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I 
will send a matching amount to Dan Bell Any amount will help, from SS.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $5-0 won't become 
public record if you wish, just make sw·e that you don' t contJibute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes 
public. If your donation is over $5-0, include who you work for, yow· profession, along with your home address. 

Dan is a ha1·d core constitutional conserram·e and be will look out for ow· interests all across the st.1te if we can get him elected. 
You can' t push Dan around, he stands for enrything that the Republican Party Platfonn and the Te.a Party stands for, and I think 
you would have to kill him before he would break his wo1·d. You can contact Dave at 91S-638-9977 to donate or to Yolunteer. Please 
mail checks to Dan Bell for State Senate, 1312 No11h Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115 

No Where to Hide Indeed 

Once again State GOP Chainnan Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with bis weeklv rant against other politicians In bis 
blog "Nowhere to Hide" Matt talces Obama to task for bis record so fur, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy He 
reminds us that Obama said in 2008 that if he didn't turn things around then be would be a one term president Fair enough Matt 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney's Massachusetts record, balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all 
with a Democrat controlled legislature 

Pinnell doesn' t mention though the decline of Oklahoma's prosperity during bis leaderslli.p of the GOP Our own unemployment is still 
fairly high, the Governor that be helped elect and continues to support schemed to implement 000ma Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol 
building crumbles around her desk Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chainnan slot yet few of 
those promises were delivered Pinnell sat on bis bands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital, 
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saw the Governor that he supported join Vl~th the State Chamber of Commerce and RJNO Republicans to support a bill that promised 
prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a 2010 billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock 
solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies 

We can ooly hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either 
remove Pinnell from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platfonn 

Questioning the State Questions? 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made 
recommendations on how to vote However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up 
that made us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote Sometimes many minds worlcing on a possible corruption case or an attempt to 
confuse and lead astray conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can 
stomp on them Below in blue type is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along Mth the House voting record where it is 
warranted Sometimes knoMng who voted for and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was But skip the 
blue type if you Msh to get to the gist of the matter 

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion: 

SQ758 = HJR1002 SQ759 =SJR15 SQ762 = SJR25 SQ764 = HJRI085 

SQ765 = HJR1092 SQ766 = SJR52 

BILL SUMMARY 

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature 

Bill No : HJR 1002 

Version: Senate Amendments 

Request Number: NA 

Author: Rep Dank 

Date: 4/1912011 

Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth 

FY-14: $6,558,000 

The Ta:i: Commission indic.ates the rate of potential growth in rhe rewnue to ta:i:ing jurisdictions "ill be restrained. Analysis 
nnde1taken by the Commission rewals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property paHels may be subject 
to a full liw penent (5.0%) nluation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed 
valuation incnase to three percent (3.0%) mll 1·estrniu the rewnue growth rate app1·orimately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate 
is based on current conn!)• databases - lhe actual effect on rewnue gromh mil be a function of changes in Yaluation in coming years. 

The change in gi·owth resulting from a similar cap in agiicultnral land is not es timated, as the utilization of use Yalue methodology to 
,·alue property is not e:i:pected to exceed the percentage cap. 

Only around $7 ,000,000 in savings to the tax payer? Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better 

Vote yes on SQ 758 
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BILL SUMMARY 

lsr Session of the 53rd Legislatun 

Bill No : SJR 15 

Version: Committee Substitute 

Request Number: 1531 

Author: Sen Rob Johnson 

Date: 412612011 

Impact: so 

Fig.al Analysis 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the roters to appron or reject an amendment that t.he state shall not grant preferential treatment to any 
indhidual 01· group on ce1tain specified conditions. This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it mil cost no 
additional funds to be roted upon. 

Vote Yes OD SQ 759 

BILL SUMMARY 

1st Session of the 53rd Legislatun 

BilJNo : SJR25 

Version: CS 

Request Number: NIA 

Author: Representative Fauglrt 

Date: 212912012 

Impact: Estimated Cost Savings - DOC 

$3 3 Million Annually 

Resr_arch Analysis 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a , ·ote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that woulcl gin the 
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for oomioleot offenses and would require the Board to repo1t annually to the 
Legislatnre certain information about all paroles granted. 

Fjsral Analysis 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and PaJ'Ole Board to grant parole to uomioleot offenders. 
This action will allow oomioleot parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and saw the Depaitmeut of Corrections 
(DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while awaiting apprornl from the Gonrnor. 

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 uoo-\iolent offenders ai·e recommended for parole annually. The 
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released. SJR25 would shorten that 
process by approrimately 60 da)·s. With an rage dail)' prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would saw approximately $2, 760 
per offender, or $3.3 million annually. 
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OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Fifty-Third Legislature 

First Regular Session 

SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole 

Steele authority Ballot title Filing 

THIRD READING PASSED 

YEAS: 86 RCS# 1194 

NAYS: 8 2129/2012 

EXC : 2:25PM 

C/P : 0 

VAC : 2 

YEAS: 86 

Armes Hall McPeak Sanders 

Banz Hardin Moore Schwartz 

Blacl..-well Hickman Morrissette Scott 

Brown Hilliard Mulready Sears 

Brumbaugh Holland Nelson Shannon 

Cannaday Hoskin Newell Shelton 

Casey Inman Nollan Sherrer 

Cockroft Jackson Ortega Shoemake 

Condit Johnson Osborn Shumate 

Coody Jordan Ownbey Stiles 

Cooksey Kem Peters Thomsen 

Cox Key Peterson Tibbs 

Dank KUby Pittman Vaughan 

Denney Liebmann Pruett Virgin 

Derby Lockhart Quinn Walker 

DeWitt Martin, Sc Renegar Watson 

Donnan Martin, St Richardson Wesselhoft 

Enns McCullough Roan Wtlliams 

Faught McDaniel,C Roberts, D Wright 

Fourkiller McDaniel, J Roberts, s Mr Speaker 

Glenn McDaniel, R Rousselot 

Grau McNiel Russ 

NAYS: 8 

Bennett Hamilton Proctor Ritze 

Christian Murphey Reynolds Terrill 

EXCUSED: 5 

Billy Kouplen Trebilcock 

Joyner Morgan 

CONSTITIJTIONAL PRIVILEGE: 0 

Vote No on SQ 762 
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BILL SUMMARY 

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature 

Bill No : HJR 1085 

Version: CS 

Request Number: 

Author: Richardoon 

Date: 3/812012 

Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued 

Resr_arcb Analysis 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Resen·e Fund which is autho1ized to issue bonds used for a 
resen-e fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdh·isions of the state. OWRB can issue 
general obligation bonds up to S300,000,000 only after other monies and sources an used for repa)ment. The Legislature is required 
to p1-o\ide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to par for the boncls. 

Fiscal Analysis 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a Yote of the people a p1-oposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board the Water Infrnstructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund. The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds 
issued to pl'O\ide for the Boai·d's financial assistance progi·ams. The bonds authotized by the amendment would only be issued in the 
ewnt of a futun payment default and after all pledged monies, resen·ed funds required of bo1Towe1'S, resen·ed funds required of 
OWRB, and any surety bond pa)ments haw been used. According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has nenr happened 
in the history of OWRB's lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal. The purpose of the bond 
authority is to allow towns and rural water disnicts the foundation of the state's credit as they secure financing for water and 
wastewater infrastrncture upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensin 'Vater Plan. 

Other Considerations 

Acco1·ding to the OWRB, existing financing p1-ogi·ains a1-e expected to only conr 10% of the future demand for upgi·ades and 
impl'Onments, lea\ing many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselns in secuting financing. 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Fifty-Third Legistarure 

First Regular Session 

HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and 

Richardson sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title; 

THIRD READING PASSED 

YEAS: 81 RCS# 1407 

NAYS: 11 3/1212012 

EXC : 7 3 08PM 

C/P : 0 

VAC : 2 

YEAS: 81 

Armes Hall McPeak Sanders 

Banz Hardin Moore Schwartz 

Billy Hickman Morrissette Scott 

Blackwell Hilliard Mulready Seats 

Brown Holland Newell Shannon 
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Brumbaugh Hoskin Nollan Shelton 

Cannaday Inman Ortega Sherrer 

Casey Jackson Osborn Shoemake 

Cockroft Jordan Ownbey Shumate 

Condit Joyner Peterson Stiles 

Coody Kirby Pittman Thomsen 

Cooksey Kouplen Proctor Vaughan 

Cox Liebmann Pruett Virgin 

Dank Lockhart Quinn Walker 

Denney Martin, Sc Renegar Watson 

Derby Martin, St Richardson Williams 

De Win McCullough Roan Wright 

Dorman McDaniel,C Roberts, D Mr Speaker 

Fourkiller McDaniel, J Roberts, S 

Glenn McDaniel,R Rousselot 

Grau McNiel Russ 

NAYS: 11 

Bennett Hamilton Key Ritze 

Christian Johnson Mwphey Terrill 

Faught Kem Reynolds 

EXCUSED: 7 

Enns Nelson Tibbs Wesselhoft 

Morgan Peters Trebilcock 

CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE: 0 

Vote No on SQ 764 

Below is the State Question that we ... well, beg;m to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us When we 
looked back at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn't even mention the Governor controlling the OHS organization, 
it said that the legislature would create and administrate the agency 

Below is wbat Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator's email recommendations We aren' t picking on Osborn, 
just pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends 

SQ 76'i Rep Steele/Sm Treat 
A yes vote oo this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of 
unelected volunteers It is a 1930's governance model that can be traced to the agency's major probleni~ with an unaccountable commission 
and an insulated director With the passage of this measure The OHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confinned by the 
Senate This would place the agency's leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state 
OHS would basically now be answering directly to the public, not an unelected, unaccountable commission 

Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765: 

This measure amends the State Constitution It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the 
Department of Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare This measure grants the 
Legislature the authority to create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to pro"ide for public welfare for 
the people of the State of Oklahoma 

Section 6> For the purpose of effectively adminisiering and cartying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted 
in Section I of this Article. the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged \\<ith the duty and 
responsibility of faithfolly administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this 
Article and shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law < 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the emailed (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors, 
along \\~th Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson That is a rouge's gallery if I ever saw one 

Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author's names in red type: 
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ENROUED HOUSE 
JOJNf 
RESOLUTIONNO 1092 By: Steele, Rousselot, Nelson,. Ownbey and Peterson oftbe House 

and 
Trea~ Brinkley and Jobnsoa (Coastan<e) oftbe s .... te 

So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot's paJ'ticipalion? We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed 
her image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot' s camprugn even though he is running against Republican 
David Tackett 

Tackett's campaign put out the word onFallin's tactic suwort of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party's candidates along 
with a Jetter from Representative Mike Reynolds and another from Representative Mike Ritz.e calling for Governor Fallin to set the record 
straight on allowing the use ofber picture This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting 
opposing candidates and to publicaJly endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner 
ColDlty caJled for Governor Fallin to explain the use of her picture on Rousselot's campaign material 

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say: 

"This is IDlprecedented I can~ remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out camprugn literature with a picture of the 
Governor of the opposing party And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even 
more troubling " 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northmp, 
and can be contacted at denisenorthrnp@rox net Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's 
picture is on a Democrat's mailer Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue 

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power 
over the OHS department in exchange for ber endorsement I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy 
Oklahoma ColDlty criminal charges against two legislators in 2011? Afe the 1D1usually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an 
effort to subvert the will of the legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the OHS agency? Is this 
a Quid Pro Quo between Republican Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot? 

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sooday night right after it comes out Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy 
Policy Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads 
everything we write or at least the most interesting parts It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that 
Governor Fallin either endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to ber support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or 
switch party her affiliation to Democrat 

Here are those emails again: 

BILL SUMMARY 

?nd S..ssiou of th. 53rd Legisl.atutt 

22184



Bill No : HJR 1092 

Version: CCRA 

llequest Number. 10514 

Author. Speahr Sleele et al 

Dai.: 512212012 

Impact SO 

The CCS for RJR 109! sends to a 't'Ote of tbe ~pie a propose-d constitutional amHd.mtnt that would rt-P*:ll Stttioo.1 ?, 3 a.ad 4 of Artide !S of the State 
Cou'ititnrioo th.at <'ttate-d the Okb.hotD.21 Pabli<' \Yelfare Couuninioa. and t~ Diredor of Pnbli<' Welfan position. The me-aw.re- would aa.thoriu the Lf.g:i.·datutt to 
<'rute and dire<'t by law the ad:ministr-ation of the lnp:u-tmeot of Huma.n Senices. 

CCR A for HJR 109! proridu for a proposed amudme.nt to the s.tate Con.stitutioo and a ballot title tthlttd to re.,.aling ~tiom ~garding the Department of Public 
'\Yelfare, the Okl"lhoma Pubtic ·welfan Commissioo and the Diredor of Public 'Welfar.. In addition, the musu"* grants the- Legisbture the authority to ere-ate :wd 
dirfft by law the administration of a department(s) to pro1ide for public welfare for Oklahomans. 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Fifty-Third~ 

First Regular Ses!>ion 

CCll HJRl 092 Constitntiooal am""'1ment; Oldaho= Public Welfare 

Stffle Commission; authorizing the Legis.Lature to ere.ate 

FOUllTH READING PASSED 

YEAS: SO llCSll 1948 

NAYS: 512212012 

EXC : 11 5:30 PM 

CIP : 

VAC : 

YEAS: SO 

Annes Gnu McDmiel, J llousselo< 

Sanz Hall McD..U.L ll lluss 

Billy Hamilton McNiel Sanders 

Blaclnnll llarclin Moore Schwanz 

Brown llickm.m Mulready Scott 

Cannaday Hollaud Mmphey Sean 

Casey Inman Nelsoo Sbmnon 

Chru6an Jackson Noll= Sbmer 

Coodit Johnwn Otteg;a Shoemake 

Coody Jordao Osborn Shumate 

Cooksey Joyuer Owubey Stiles 

Cox Ken Peten T.mu 

Dank k y Peter All Trel>ilcocl: 

0....y Kirby Pittman Vaugh.an 

Deroy Kouplm Proctor Virgin 
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DeWitt Liebmann Pruett Walker 

Enos Locklwt Quinn Watson 

Faught Martm,Sc Roan Wesse.lhoft 

Fowlciller Martin, S1 Roberts,D Wright 

Glenn McCullough Roberts, s Mr Speaker 

NAYS: 

Bennett Monissette Reynold; Williams 

Dorman Renegar Ritze 

EXCUSED: 11 

Brambaugh Hoskin Morgm Shelton 

Cockroft McDaniel C Newell n....,.., 

Hilliard McPeak Rlclwckon 

And ow: 1-ecommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any 
power grab by Governor Muy Fallin 

S!Jaight party line voting on this one 

BILL SUMMARY 

2nd Session of the 531'd Legislatu1·e 

Bill No : SJR 52 

Version: CCRA 

Request Number: 3513 

Author: Rep Dank 

Date: 5/2312012 

Impact: Tax Commission: 

Local Rev'Cllue Impact 

FY-13: $0 

FY- 14: Decrease of$50 I Million 

The CCS for SJRS! cfirffts the Secretary of .State to refer to the people a proposed a:me.ndmen.t to the Oklah.oma Constitution. u-empting all intangible penoul 
proputy from ad nlorem taxation.. 

T:u Commission a.ulysis date ~lay!?, !01!, in.die-ates the resolution :unends Stttion 6A of AertfoJe X of the Okl:thom:t Constitution to pro1ide th.at, begi.o.ning 
Janua.1·y 1, !013, iafa.n!Pble personal property will oot be subje-ct to ad nlore-m tuatioo or to :u1.y other tax in- lieu of :1id nlort-m tuatioo.. 

TM estimated renuue impad ofremoTing intangibles from central/unit 1·alued tompa.aies is a SSOt139,999 Jo.n of ad YaloNm ttnoue to local t.arin.gjuri'Sdi~tions. 

Vote yes on SQ 766 

22186



Food Stamp Phone Shumate 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street comers by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps 
you qualify for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative 
Jabar Shumate's campaign donation records 

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in 
red type This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn't know that was even legal! No one has ever paid any Tea Party 
volunteers to walk precincts for candidates! Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to 
bite my tounge on that one), donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transse,.'Uals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks biJI! 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa alledging that 
Shumate was a closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization Now we 
aren't bashing on the gays, we tend to leave them alone if they aren' bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues 
Read ~posted on the Rainbow Coalition website The relevant info is highlighted in red: 

February 08, 2012 

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplands Prop 8 Rnlipg 

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr.Jounder and prR.Sident of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage 
equality. 

"Many years ago in the late 1970s', I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system I was asked by the media what I 
thought of the situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, "I believe in human rights for all human beings We nrust 
measure human rights by one yardstick ~ That principle - our moral center - still applies Everything flows from this perspective We all 
matter Today let us fix the problem, not fix the blame - let us come together and build a broad coalition 

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people We stand 
together today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and 
all people based on race. religion, gender or sexual orientation 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional Peoples' right to self
expression, self-determination be respected and affirmed It's time to chalJenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of 
hatred, of divisive and discriminatory bigotry Marriage is based on love and commitment - not on sexual orientation Rainbow PUSH 
supports the right for any person to marry the person of their choosing 

If Dr King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it· s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection 
under the law LGBT people deserve equal rights - including marriage equality - and equal protection under the law Discrimination against 
one group of people is discrimination against all of us The State - and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination 

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you 
hated Ifs past tinie to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally, 
equality for all people Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based 
upon race, religion, culture, sexual orientation 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven "second class" citizenship - from centwies of 
legal slavery and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the US Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that 
prevented Blacks from marrying whites 

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals That principle was upheld today - for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL 
Americans No group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law. simply 
because of who they are 

Interestingly enough.reportedly the black comnrunity hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the 
gay rights movement Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word 
Representative Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black comnrunity and in the gay COllllllWlity, risky politics at best The 
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Tea Party could care less what Representative Shumate does to chum his butter but we don't like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right 
out and admit it Ifhe isn't gay he should address the allegations and put them to rest 

And take a look at all the .. constituent gifts" This report reads like it is a slush ftmd to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative 
Shumate's personal expenses That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money 
from campaign war chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on? Spending $20 for breakfast at 
Starbucks on a regular basis? That is living high on the hog 

Date Brief description of theName and address of Beneficiary Explanation of Amonnt Year-to-date 
upenditutt(s) the pel'son/enrity to Pu1pose total 

wbkb e:rpen 

diture was madE', 
Mar30, Shuttle Service Washington Metro Legislative 2 85 1285 
2009 600 5th Street NW Business Travel 

Washington, 
DC20001 

Mar30, Gasoline ONCUE Express 101 Legislative 866 12 31 
2009 1 NW 23rd Street Business Travel 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73104 

Mar30, Printing AMPCO Parking Legislative 1600 12800 
2009 2800SW23rd Business 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73119 

Mar30, Baggage Check American Airlines Legislative 2500 1,675 28 
2009 Post Office Box Business Travel 

619612 MD 2400 
DFW Airpon, 
TX 75261 

Mar30, Dinner Meeting Abuelo's Legislative 8726 163 96 
2009 17 East Sheridan Business 

Oklahonma City, 
OK 73104 

Mar30, Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel Legislative 155 88 155 88 
2009 801 N St Asaph Business Travel 

Street 
Alexandria, 
VA 22314 

Mar29, Hotel Stay Embassy Suites Legislative 14835 148 35 
2009 4650 W Airport Fwy Business Travel 

Irving, TX 75062 
Mar26, Allport Shuttle Washington Metro LegislaW.oe 1000 12 85 
2009 600 5th Street NW Business Travel 

Washington, 
DC20001 

Mar26, Baggage Check American Airlines Legislative 1500 1,675 28 
2009 Post Office Box Business Travel 

619612 MD 2400 
DFW Airport, 
TX 75261 

Mar26, Dinner Meeting Lounge 201 Legislative 2280 2280 
2009 201 Massachusetts Business Travel 

Avenue NE 
Washington, 
DC20002 

Mar26, Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel Legislative 3040 3040 
2009 1000 H Street NW Business Travel 

Washington, 
DC 20001 

Mat25, Coffee Travel Traders Legislative 3 97 4099 
2009 999 9th Street NW Business Travel 

Washington, 
DC 20001 

Mat25, Vohmleer Thank You Travel Traders Volunteer Thank 2644 4099 
2009 Gifts 999 9th Street NW You Gifts 

Washington, 
DC20001 

Mar24, Cellular Phone United States Cellular Cellular Phone 17456 3,587 08 
2009 6701East41st Street 

Tulsa, OK 74145 
Mar23, Dinner Meeting Cheeven Cafe Legislative 2947 2947 
2009 2409 Hudson Avenue Business 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73106 

Mar23, Office Supplies Cartridge World Office Supplies 35 36 7072 
2009 1605 North Peoria 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Mar23, Constituant Thank YOU Bed Bath & Beyond Constituant 3569 3569 
2009 Gift 5352 East Skelly Drive Thank YOU Gift 

Tulsa, OK 74135 
Mar20, Thank You Card Target Tbanlc y OU Card 211 2 11 
2009 2417 W Main Street 

Norman, OK 73069 
Mar20, Donation Sigma Gamma Rho Status of Women 10000 13000 
2009 Sorority Luncheon 

Post Office Box 48608 
Tulsa, OK 74148 

Mar20, Advertisement Deborah Brown Legislative 125 00 30000 
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2009 Community School Travel 
2 Soulh Elgin Avemie 
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Marl?, Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike Pikepass Rebill 4000 85724 
2009 Authority 

440 I West Memorial 
Road #130 
Oklahoma City, 
OK 73134 

Marl6, Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar Legislative 1869 5563 
2009 928NW63rd Business 

Oklahona City, 
OK 73116 

Mar 13, Patking AMPCO Parking Legislative 800 12800 
2009 2800SW23rd Business Travel 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73119 

Mar 13, Luggage Check Northwest An-lilles Legislative 1500 27189 
2009 1105 Arbor Run Place Tra,,.,I 

Brentwood, TN 371127 
Mar12, Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab Legislative 2919 2919 
2009 1417 Oakland Parle Business Travel 

Avenue 
Cohunbus Obio, 
OK43224 

Marl2, Printing Staples Office Supplies Legislative 9495 875 63 
2009 2711 South Harvard Ad\<ertisement 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Mar09, Dinner Meeting Cbilis Restaurant Legislative 5096 5096 
2009 1957 S Muskogee Business 

Tahlequah, OK 74464 
Mar08, Office Supplies Wal-Mart Office Supplies 3522 13225 
2009 1801 Bell Isle Blvd 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73118 

Mar06, Airline Ticket American Airlines OhioLeg for 33989 1,675 28 
2009 Post Office Box Natl Alliance for 

619612 MD 2400 Charter Schools 
DFW Aitpon, 
TX 75261 

Mar03, Accounlillg, Clerical, Kathryne Horutt Accounting, 30000 7,200 00 
2009 Typesetting 1238 West Reading Oerical, 

Street Typesetlillg 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Mar02, Thank You Notes Reasor's Thank You Notes 3568 3568 
2009 2429 East 151h Street 

Tulsa, OK 74104 
Mar02, Esquire Club Parlchill Warehouse Dinner Meeting 9037 21426 
2009 5111 South Le\i.is 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Mar02, Airline Ticket Northwest An-lines National Uroan 25689 27189 
2009 1105 Arbor Run Place League 

Brentwood, TN 37027 Conference 
Feb 27, Lunch Meeting VZIYs Restautanl Legislative 2996 6363 
2009 4200 Norlh Western Business 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73118 

Feb 26, Constituant Thank You Jensco, Inc Constutuant 15 98 15 98 
2009 Gift 77-C Woodland Street Thank YOU Gift 

Manchester, 
CT06042 

Feb 25, Cellular Phone United States Cellu1ar Cellular Phone 174 56 3,587 08 
2009 6701 East 4 lst Street 

Tulsa, OK 74145 
Feb 23, Legislative OETA OK Broadcasting Legislative 3000 3000 
2009 Advertisement Post Office Box 14190 Advertisemenl 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73113 

Feb 23, Lunch Mee.ting Pearls Oyster Bar Legislative 3694 5563 
2009 928NW63rd Business 

Oklahona City, 
OK 73116 

Feb 23, Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike Pikepass Rebill 4670 85724 
2009 Authority 

4401 West Memorial 
Road#130 
Oklahoma City, 
OK 73134 

Feb 17, Constituanf Thank YOU Mal)' MWTlly's florist Constituant 51 91 5191 
2009 3333 East 31st Street Thank You 

Tulsa, OK 74135 
Feb 16, Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant Legislative 900 19103 
2009 340 I South Peoria Business 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Feb 16, Printing Staples Office Supplies Legislative 6347 875 63 
2009 2711 South Harvard Advertisemenl 

Avenue 
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Tulsa, OK 74114 
Feb 10, Lunch Meeting On The Border Legislative 81 74 109 2 3 
2009 Restaoomt Business 

3500 NW Expressway 
Oklahoma Cily, 
OK 73112 

Feb 09, Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa Legislative 16 50 16 50 
2009 100 East 2nd Street Business 

Tulsa, OK 74103 
Feb 08, Auto Rental Hotwire Legislative 20108 394 2 1 
2009 655 Montgomery Tra\<el 

Street 
San Francisco, 
CA 94111 

Feb 07, Lun<:h Meeting The Brook Restaurant Legislative 38 56 191 03 
2009 3401 South Peoria Business 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Feb04, Accounting, Clerical. Kathryne Homer Accounting, 30000 7,200 00 
2009 Typesetting 1238 West Reading Clerical, 

Street Typesetting 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Feb 03, Hotel Stay Residence Inn - Dallas Legislative 51 75 51 75 
2009 7642 LBJ Freeway Business Travel 

Dallas, TX 75251 
Feb 02, Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge Legislative 2550 2550 
2009 5628 Sears Street Business Travel 

Dallas, TX 75206 
Feb02, Car Rental Alamo Car Rental Legislative 4066 4066 
2009 7777 East Apache Business Travel 

Street 
Tulsa, OK 74115 

Feb 02, Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC Legislative 4605 138 15 
2009 5405 North Lincoln Business Travel 

Oklahoma Cily, 
OK 73105 

Feb 02, Legislative Peny Publishing And Legislative 5000 11,489 70 
2009 Advertisement Broadcasting Advertisement 

7030 South Yale 
Avenue#302 
Tulsa, OK 74136 

Feb 02, Telephone Service Cox Communications 2008 Campaign 38909 1,113 73 
2009 1811 East 5lst Street HQ 

Tulsa, OK 74136 
Jan 30, Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC Legislative 9210 138 15 
2009 5405 North Lincoln Business Travel 

Oklahoma Cily, 
OK 73105 

Jan 28, Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day Legislative 2427 2427 
2009 Restaoomt Business 

3313 South Peoria 
Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Jan 26, Service Charge/A;rliDe American Airlines Legislative 4000 1,675 28 
2009 Ticket Change Post Office Box Business Travel 

619612 MD 2400 
DFW Aitpon, 
TX 75261 

Jan 26, Cellular Phone Service United States Cellular Cellular Phone 17456 3,587 08 
2009 6701 East4lst Street Service 

Tulsa, OK 74145 
Jan24, Auto Rental Hotwire Legislative 193 13 394 2 1 
2009 655 Montgomery Travel 

Street 
San Francisco, 
CA 94111 

Jan20, Service Charge/A;rliDe American Ajr!ines Legislative 4000 1,675 28 
2009 Ticket Change Post Office Box Business Travel 

619612 MD 2400 
DFW Aitpon, 
TX 75261 

Jan 14, Hotel Stay Springhill Suites Legislative Black IOI 02 101 02 
2009 3 SE Interstate Drive Caucus Retreat 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Jan 12, Gasoline E Z Go Mart Legislative 15 12 1512 
2009 H E Bailey Turnpike Tra\<el 

Chickasha, OK 73018 
Jan09, Antivirus Software DR! Trend Micro Antivirus 3595 3595 
2009 Unkown Software 

Unknown, OK 00000 
Jan 09, Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular Cellular Phone 5000 5000 
2009 Repair Repair 

625 Willow Springs 
Lane 
York, PA 17406 

Jan09, Accounting, Clerical, Kathryne Homer Accounting, 30000 7,200 00 
2009 Typesetting 1238 West Reading Clerical, 

Street Typesetting 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Jan06, Post Office Box United States Post Office Box 4200 442 84 
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2009 Reoewal Postmaster Renewal 
626 East Apache 
Street 
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Jan 02, Luoch Mee.ting The Brook Restaurant 
2009 3401 South Peoria 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Datt Brief description of theName and addre-SS of Beneficiary Explanation of Amonnt Year-to-date 
expenditure(s) the person/entity to Purpose total 

l\tbkh txptnditutt l\>a.'S 

made. 
Jun 11 , Breakfast Starbud:'s Coffee HouseCamapign Legislative 2000 50419 
2012 1832 Utica Square Business Meeting 

Tulsa, OK 74114 
Jun 11 , Postage United States Post Camapign Postage 3200 3 17 76 
2012 Office 

626 East Apache 
Street 
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Jun 11 , Refreshmenls Walgreens Campaign Campaign 6230 '1:2708 
2012 405 East 2nd Street Headquarters 

Sand Springs, 
OK 74063 

Jun 11 , Advertisement Prairie Production Campaign Ad\'ertisement 351 09 69696 
2012 1637 South Boston 

Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Jun 11 , Advertisement The. Oklahoma Eagle Campaign Advertisement 1,320 00 5,97000 
2012 624 East Archer 

Tulsa, OK 74120 
Jun08, Refreshmenls Walgreens Campaign Campaign 51 68 '1:27 0 8 
2012 405 East 2nd Street Headquartezs 

Sand Springs, 
OK 74063 

Jun08, Telephone Polting SHO & Associates Campaign Campaign 4,64948 4,64948 
2012 2840 Linda Lane 

Oklahoma City, 
OK 73115 

Jun07, Campaign Walking Kevin Wa1kins Campaign Campaign 4000 43000 
2012 130 I North Denver Walking 

Tulsa, OK 74106 
Jun07, Meal Mazzio's Pizza Campaign Campaign 4082 155 16 
2012 2305 West Edison Walkers 

Tulsa, OK 74127 
Jun07, Gasoline Quick Trip Campaign Legislali\<e 6095 2,61696 
2012 229 N Gilcrease Travel 

Museum Road 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Jun06, Meal McDonald's Restaurant Campaign Campaign 6 04 3369 
2012 229 North Gilcrease Walkez 

Museum Road 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Jun06, Meal McDonald's Restaurant Campaign Campaign 1426 
2012 229 North Gilcrease Walkers 

Museum Road 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Uas:ubxcib.I: l Cbi1og2 ~la 
Pnwered by YMI P 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Lisa Day
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Healthcare exchange
Date: Thursday, September 27, 2012 10:02:59 PM

Lisa, 

I copied Katie who is our lead on this...I'd also talk to the state chamber at has a
coalition on this subject as well.

We are sort of in liimbo till election day.

Thanks

On Sep 27, 2012, at 2:23 PM, "Lisa Day"  wrote:

Do you all  have or do you plan to have any committees set up to look at the healthcare
exchange?  The reason I ask is we have a scientist who is retiring soon, but would be
very interested in getting involved in this process in some way.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Healthcare exchange
Date: Thursday, September 27, 2012 2:51:38 PM

 
From: Lisa Day  
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 02:23 PM
To: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Healthcare exchange 
 
Do you all  have or do you plan to have any committees set up to look at the healthcare exchange? 
The reason I ask is we have a scientist who is retiring soon, but would be very interested in getting
involved in this process in some way.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:57:00 PM

Ok will do. I have been printing one for her to save the effort.

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:57 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
 
Copy michelle on these from now on so that she can print for gov…thanks!
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:56 PM
To: 'maryfallin '; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
 
 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1  1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7  7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3  3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2  2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2  2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)
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Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5  5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2  2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.

Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1  Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.

Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1  Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2  2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:56:00 PM

Copy michelle on these from now on so that she can print for gov…thanks!
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:56 PM
To: 'maryfallin '; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
 
 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1  1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7  7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3  3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2  2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2  2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)

Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5  5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2  2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.
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Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1  Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.

Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1  Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2  2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: "maryfallin "; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Weekly Constituent Report - Sep 17-21, 2012
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 5:55:00 PM

 

WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin

Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler

From:   Cody Inman, Marcia Crawford, Kandi
Batts

Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  September 17- September 21 2012    

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 21% 19 15

All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates. // 7- Please pardon
Jerome Ersland.

Burn Ban 21% 3 31 Please lift burn ban.

DHS 5% 3 5
Complaints on DHS county case workers and/or help with child
support //  child support issues

Corrections 6% 3 7
10- Complaints on DOC staff or facility conditions. 1- New policy on
inmate money transfers -- too expensive.

Elections 1% 1   1- Please make sure all candidates on state ballot are legitimate.

General Comments 4% 7   7- Random issues, expressing frustrations with government.

Disability/ Social Security
Concerns 2% 3   3- Please help with disability benefits.

Public Safety 1% 2   2-  Complaints about long lines at drivers license facilities.

Municipal Government 10% 6 10
11-  Referrals to city government. // 5- Complaints on county
sheriffs.

Labor 1% 2   2- Please increase state minimum wage

Immigration 3% 5  

5-  Fax -Would like the governor to sign executive orders like
Mississippi and Arizona regarding immigration laws in the state.
(Form email)

Kid/Tourism Mail 3% 5   5 - Please send a pictures and information about the governor.

Medical Marijuana 1% 2   2 - Please legalize the use of medical marijuana in Oklahoma.

Transportation 2% 3  
3- Please ensure that our roads and bridges projects are properly
funded.

Tax Commission 1% 1  
1- asking that the tax commission allow for paperless notifications
about tax changes.

Unmanned Drones 1% 1   Please reverse decision on allowing drones to be used in Oklahoma.

SORC 5% 7 2 9- Please keep facility open.
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Obamacare 1% 1 1 Do not allow RFID chips to implanted in children.

Animal Rights 1% 1   Please increase awareness of pet adoption.

Thank you 6% 7 3

7- Letters letting the governor know that she is doing a great job in
Oklahoma. // 3- Calls to let the governor know she is doing a great
job.

RNC Speech 1% 2   2 - Great job on speech.

TOTAL 86 74  

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by completing the
survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Jean Roupe
Subject: FW: Post office call log.xlsx
Date: Monday, September 24, 2012 10:36:00 AM
Attachments: Post office call log.xlsx

 
 

From: Brett Thomas 
Sent: Friday, August 03, 2012 5:29 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Cc: Cody Inman
Subject: Post office call log.xlsx
 
Attached is my call log from last week.  Not much mail came in and I was able to send
out a bunch of stuff that was going out. 
 
I went through all of this information with Cody.
 
The file sorter at the back corner of my desk is all that is undone.  The red files need
to be responded to.  The Pending Approval file all have responses submitted to Keili. 
The folder behind that contains all of Obama care letters following the supreme court
ruling.  We do not have a response for it.  Everything in the front of the folder, not in a
yellow folder, needs to be added to the Mail Merge Obamacare file that Chase was
working on.  Everything in Yellow  folders has been entered or has no return address
(check the folder assignments).  Call if you need anything or email me.
 
Brett
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Melissa Houston - McLawhorn; Patrick R. Wyrick
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma files suit against IRS rule taxing employers & individuals without statutory authority
Date: Saturday, September 22, 2012 8:19:51 AM

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: September 19, 2012, 7:48:16 PM CDT
To: Glenn Coffee <Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>,
"'denisenorthrup '" <denisenorthrup >, Andrew
Silvestri <Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Fw: Oklahoma files suit against IRS rule taxing
employers & individuals without statutory authority

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon  
Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 04:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Oklahoma files suit against IRS rule taxing employers & individuals without
statutory authority 
 
I think I already mentioned this, but Jonathan Adler and I recently posted an
updated version of our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without
Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”
 
Based on arguments we present in that article, Oklahoma’s attorney general
today amended that state’s dormant ObamaCare lawsuit to add a complaint
challenging the IRS rule on the grounds that it unlawfully taxes Oklahoma
employers and deprives the state of its sovereignty. (The attorney general’s press
release is below. I can send a link to the complaint when it becomes available.)
So we may see this issue adjudicated.
 
What might come as news to Oklahoma’s attorney general is that the IRS rule
unlawfully subjects 250,000 individual Oklahomans to penalties/taxes under
ObamaCare’s individual mandate. Those are 250,000 potential individual
plaintiffs, who would face fewer hurdles in establishing standing. We explain
how the IRS rule taxes these individuals, and their basis for standing, in our
updated article. I hope to publish the numbers for other states soon.
 
Michael
 
-----------------------
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E. SCOTT PRUITT 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA

For Immediate Release                                                     September 19, 2012 
Contact: Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov 

Karee Pyeatt 
Public Information Officer 
(405) 522-4400 
Karee.Pyeatt@oag.ok.gov

Attorney General’s Federalism Unit Files Amended Lawsuit against
Affordable Care Act Implementation 

New IRS rule to tax businesses conflicts with health care law 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt filed an amended
complaint Wednesday in Oklahoma federal court, challenging the
implementation of certain provisions of the Affordable Care Act. 

“Oklahoma is in a unique position with the only active lawsuit against the
Affordable Care Act to hold the federal government accountable in how it
implements the law,” Pruitt said. “Now that the Supreme Court has deemed the
ACA a tax, and therefore constitutional, the federal government must follow the
law and proper procedures, and that is not being done.”   

The original lawsuit, filed in January 2011 in the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Oklahoma, challenged the health care act’s constitutionality
under the Commerce Clause, specifically whether the federal government had the
power to mandate individuals to buy health insurance as simply a condition of
being a citizen. Oklahoma’s lawsuit was stayed by Judge Ronald White until the
U.S. Supreme Court issued a ruling in the Florida case.   

In June, the Supreme Court sided with the states, agreeing that the health care
law had exceeded its power under the Commerce Clause, but the Court gave
authority to implement the individual mandate as a tax under Congress’ Taxing
Power. 

Following the decision, General Pruitt filed a request with Judge White to lift the
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stay on the Oklahoma case, so new issues related to implementation of the act
could be addressed. The judge granted the request last week, lifting the stay.   

With Oklahoma’s lawsuit still at the district level, the state can amend the
complaint, which would not be allowed with cases on appeal. 

Among the issues raised in the complaint is a new IRS rule that violates the
Administrative Procedures Act and conflicts with the ACA. Oklahoma also is
asking the Court to recognize that because the Supreme Court deemed the health
care act’s individual mandate a tax that it no longer conflicts with Oklahoma’s
constitutional provision that no law or rule can “compel any person, employer or
health care provider to participate in any health care system.” 

For a copy of the original and amended complaints or the state’s motion to lift
the stay, go online to www.oag.ok.gov.

###
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Gazette story re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:57:28 PM

Works for me

On Sep 12, 2012, at 1:56 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Gazette is asking if we agree with the Chamber that Insure Oklahoma should
become a state based exchange. I am going to offer the statement below unless
someone tells me not to. Gazette’s questions are highlighted below.
 
Fallin admin statement:
Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act,
Governor Fallin will not make any announcements or endorse any course of
action regarding a health insurance exchange until after the November election.
In the meantime, she and her staff will thoroughly and thoughtfully review the
state of Oklahoma’s options regarding a potential exchange. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:50 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
FYI.

 

From: Shelly Hickman [mailto:shellydhickman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
Aaron:

Below is my email to Alex last Weds. And to recap our conversation from just a
few minutes ago, all I need are answers to these two questions:

1.) is the governor like-minded with the State Chamber in that Insure Oklahoma
is the best vehicle at this point and if the president were to be reelected for
attempting to comply with the timeline requirements of a state exchange in the
Affordable Care Act so as to avoid Oklahoma's exchange being run by the
federal government?

2.) Does the governor believe she has the legal authority under the Affordable
Care Act to submit Insure Oklahoma to the federal government for formal
consideration as the foundation for which a state exchange for Oklahoma could
be developed?
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Again, thank you for facilitating getting answers for me. I am under a tight
deadline to the Gazette, so I would appreciate you getting back to me by the end
of the day on those two direct questions. My contact number is 397-4030.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shelly Hickman <shellydhickman@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 3:38 PM
Subject: Oklahoma Gazette story
To: "alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov" <alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov>

Alex:

I'm doing a story for the Gazette on the state exchange required in the Affordable
Care Act. I have interviewed a few people, including Matt Robison with the
State Chamber, and I wanted to just ask you if the governor had anything to add
to what she has previously said about waiting until after the election and whether
if she is likeminded with the State Chamber, eg that the state request the Feds
consider Insure Oklahoma as a huge step toward creating a state-operated
exchange if President Obama were to win.

My cell is 397-4030.

Thank you,
Shelly Hickman

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Oklahoma Gazette story re: ACA
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:57:28 PM

Works for me

On Sep 12, 2012, at 1:56 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Gazette is asking if we agree with the Chamber that Insure Oklahoma should
become a state based exchange. I am going to offer the statement below unless
someone tells me not to. Gazette’s questions are highlighted below.
 
Fallin admin statement:
Because of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the Affordable Care Act,
Governor Fallin will not make any announcements or endorse any course of
action regarding a health insurance exchange until after the November election.
In the meantime, she and her staff will thoroughly and thoughtfully review the
state of Oklahoma’s options regarding a potential exchange. 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:50 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
FYI.

 

From: Shelly Hickman [mailto:shellydhickman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 1:44 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: Oklahoma Gazette story
 
Aaron:

Below is my email to Alex last Weds. And to recap our conversation from just a
few minutes ago, all I need are answers to these two questions:

1.) is the governor like-minded with the State Chamber in that Insure Oklahoma
is the best vehicle at this point and if the president were to be reelected for
attempting to comply with the timeline requirements of a state exchange in the
Affordable Care Act so as to avoid Oklahoma's exchange being run by the
federal government?

2.) Does the governor believe she has the legal authority under the Affordable
Care Act to submit Insure Oklahoma to the federal government for formal
consideration as the foundation for which a state exchange for Oklahoma could
be developed?
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Again, thank you for facilitating getting answers for me. I am under a tight
deadline to the Gazette, so I would appreciate you getting back to me by the end
of the day on those two direct questions. My contact number is 397-4030.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Shelly Hickman <
Date: Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 3:38 PM
Subject: Oklahoma Gazette story
To: "alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov" <alex.weintz@gov.ok.gov>

Alex:

I'm doing a story for the Gazette on the state exchange required in the Affordable
Care Act. I have interviewed a few people, including Matt Robison with the
State Chamber, and I wanted to just ask you if the governor had anything to add
to what she has previously said about waiting until after the election and whether
if she is likeminded with the State Chamber, eg that the state request the Feds
consider Insure Oklahoma as a huge step toward creating a state-operated
exchange if President Obama were to win.

My cell is 

Thank you,
Shelly Hickman

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler; Michelle Waddell; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: REPLY: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 11:00:00 AM

I’ve done that. Thanks! He is a friend of hers, FYI.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:58 AM
To: Michelle Waddell; Dana Wolpert; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: RE: REPLY: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Dana and/or Michelle,
 
Please respond to this gentlemen telling him thank you for the information and that we will make
the Governor aware of it. Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Michelle Waddell 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:53 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: REPLY: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Is this legitimate? 
Katie – will you discuss w/GMF or do I need to ensure that she gets the info?  I will do nothing until
& unless I hear from you.
Thanks.
 

From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Michelle Waddell
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
FYI, from Dr. Hook.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
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Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD  
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 5:09 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Ken King; John Robinson
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Dana,
This is a very interesting telephone call from a neurosurgeon in Chicago discussing the
‘ethics/treatment’ panels to be formed to dictate care that will be resulting from PPACA (Obama
Care). Please listen to the call.  I thought Governor Fallin would be interested in hearing this and I am
sending to you hoping you will be able to forward it to her.  Thank you very much; I certainly
appreciated your assistance in the scheduling process for the Governor to speak at our recent
EXPLORE: OK Healthcare Summit presented by PLICO August 9, 10.  She helped make it an
overwhelming success for 375 registrants and 60+ exhibitors attending this first time Summit.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Hook, M.D.
President and CEO
PLICO
 
 
 

Subject: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL

As Sarah Palin and others asserted, it appears under Obamacare there will
indeed be "Death Panels".

While our shared abhorrence of such a practice is almost unanimous, the
idea of making certain cost/benefit decisions regarding healthcare should
not necessarily be completely ruled out.  Of course even if we agree there
are times when "withholding" care would save both money and pain and
misery, we'd still have to think hard about who sits on these panels. 

I've personally known dozens of people who were 100% certain to die of
cancer in the near term, but they were still given very expensive chemo-
therapies and other interventions that, not only would not save them, but
would make them horribly ill and debilitated for the short time they had left
to live.  Some argue that even when it's certain that a person is going to die
from his illness, we should not remove all hope from him.  But of course this
only postpones the day when the patient must end his denial and come to
acceptance of his demise.  So I've always had bad feelings about cases where
patients were placed on debilitating chemotherapy and given other
treatments that only made them too ill to enjoy what few weeks or months
they had left.  This change in thinking/ethics (I think it's unethical to do this
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to people)...but this change with cancer patients alone would save billions of
dollars.  And of course the same is true with other terminal illnesses as well. 
Too frequently continuing painful, debilitating medical care just prolongs
suffering while doctors, hospitals and especially pharmaceutical and high
tech medical equipment companies make profits.

Also there's the data showing that frequently 80% of the cumulative costs
for an individual's healthcare occur during the last 90 days of life.  Does that
make sense?

Here's a call from a neurosurgeon who had just attended a symposium on
how Obamacare will work, a preview of what's coming.  It's really scary to
think that a panel, probably consisting of doctors with administrative
mindsets and corporate bean counters, will be deciding whether a patient
receives the surgery that would normally be provided or just given palliative
care so he'll be comfortable while he's waiting to die.  

But I suppose this will drive the costs of Medicare down, since all that can
afford to go the private insurance route will leave Medicare. 

 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
 
*******************************************************************************
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Dr. Carl Hook, MD
Subject: RE: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:15:00 AM

Thank you Dr. Hook! I will forward this message to the Governor’s Director of Policy and she can
relay the information to the Governor. I’m so glad the PLICO event was a success!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 5:09 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Ken King; John Robinson
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Dana,
This is a very interesting telephone call from a neurosurgeon in Chicago discussing the
‘ethics/treatment’ panels to be formed to dictate care that will be resulting from PPACA (Obama
Care). Please listen to the call.  I thought Governor Fallin would be interested in hearing this and I am
sending to you hoping you will be able to forward it to her.  Thank you very much; I certainly
appreciated your assistance in the scheduling process for the Governor to speak at our recent
EXPLORE: OK Healthcare Summit presented by PLICO August 9, 10.  She helped make it an
overwhelming success for 375 registrants and 60+ exhibitors attending this first time Summit.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Hook, M.D.
President and CEO
PLICO
 
 
 

Subject: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL

As Sarah Palin and others asserted, it appears under Obamacare there will
indeed be "Death Panels".

While our shared abhorrence of such a practice is almost unanimous, the
idea of making certain cost/benefit decisions regarding healthcare should
not necessarily be completely ruled out.  Of course even if we agree there
are times when "withholding" care would save both money and pain and
misery, we'd still have to think hard about who sits on these panels. 
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I've personally known dozens of people who were 100% certain to die of
cancer in the near term, but they were still given very expensive chemo-
therapies and other interventions that, not only would not save them, but
would make them horribly ill and debilitated for the short time they had left
to live.  Some argue that even when it's certain that a person is going to die
from his illness, we should not remove all hope from him.  But of course this
only postpones the day when the patient must end his denial and come to
acceptance of his demise.  So I've always had bad feelings about cases where
patients were placed on debilitating chemotherapy and given other
treatments that only made them too ill to enjoy what few weeks or months
they had left.  This change in thinking/ethics (I think it's unethical to do this
to people)...but this change with cancer patients alone would save billions of
dollars.  And of course the same is true with other terminal illnesses as well. 
Too frequently continuing painful, debilitating medical care just prolongs
suffering while doctors, hospitals and especially pharmaceutical and high
tech medical equipment companies make profits.

Also there's the data showing that frequently 80% of the cumulative costs
for an individual's healthcare occur during the last 90 days of life.  Does that
make sense?

Here's a call from a neurosurgeon who had just attended a symposium on
how Obamacare will work, a preview of what's coming.  It's really scary to
think that a panel, probably consisting of doctors with administrative
mindsets and corporate bean counters, will be deciding whether a patient
receives the surgery that would normally be provided or just given palliative
care so he'll be comfortable while he's waiting to die.  

But I suppose this will drive the costs of Medicare down, since all that can
afford to go the private insurance route will leave Medicare. 

 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
 
*******************************************************************************
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Michelle Waddell
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 10:15:00 AM
Attachments: Phone call from a Neurosurgeon.mp3

ATT00001.htm

FYI, from Dr. Hook.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Dr. Carl Hook, MD [mailto:chook@plico-ok.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2012 5:09 PM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Ken King; John Robinson
Subject: FW: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL
 
Dana,
This is a very interesting telephone call from a neurosurgeon in Chicago discussing the
‘ethics/treatment’ panels to be formed to dictate care that will be resulting from PPACA (Obama
Care). Please listen to the call.  I thought Governor Fallin would be interested in hearing this and I am
sending to you hoping you will be able to forward it to her.  Thank you very much; I certainly
appreciated your assistance in the scheduling process for the Governor to speak at our recent
EXPLORE: OK Healthcare Summit presented by PLICO August 9, 10.  She helped make it an
overwhelming success for 375 registrants and 60+ exhibitors attending this first time Summit.
 
Sincerely,
 
Carl Hook, M.D.
President and CEO
PLICO
 
 
 

Subject: LISTEN TO THIS PHONE CALL

As Sarah Palin and others asserted, it appears under Obamacare there will
indeed be "Death Panels".

While our shared abhorrence of such a practice is almost unanimous, the
idea of making certain cost/benefit decisions regarding healthcare should
not necessarily be completely ruled out.  Of course even if we agree there
are times when "withholding" care would save both money and pain and
misery, we'd still have to think hard about who sits on these panels. 
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I've personally known dozens of people who were 100% certain to die of
cancer in the near term, but they were still given very expensive chemo-
therapies and other interventions that, not only would not save them, but
would make them horribly ill and debilitated for the short time they had left
to live.  Some argue that even when it's certain that a person is going to die
from his illness, we should not remove all hope from him.  But of course this
only postpones the day when the patient must end his denial and come to
acceptance of his demise.  So I've always had bad feelings about cases where
patients were placed on debilitating chemotherapy and given other
treatments that only made them too ill to enjoy what few weeks or months
they had left.  This change in thinking/ethics (I think it's unethical to do this
to people)...but this change with cancer patients alone would save billions of
dollars.  And of course the same is true with other terminal illnesses as well. 
Too frequently continuing painful, debilitating medical care just prolongs
suffering while doctors, hospitals and especially pharmaceutical and high
tech medical equipment companies make profits.

Also there's the data showing that frequently 80% of the cumulative costs
for an individual's healthcare occur during the last 90 days of life.  Does that
make sense?

Here's a call from a neurosurgeon who had just attended a symposium on
how Obamacare will work, a preview of what's coming.  It's really scary to
think that a panel, probably consisting of doctors with administrative
mindsets and corporate bean counters, will be deciding whether a patient
receives the surgery that would normally be provided or just given palliative
care so he'll be comfortable while he's waiting to die.  

But I suppose this will drive the costs of Medicare down, since all that can
afford to go the private insurance route will leave Medicare. 

 
 
*******************************************************************************
 
The information contained in this email message, and any files transmitted 
with
it, is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended only for 
the
use of the individuals or entities named above. If the reader of this 
message is
not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver 
it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or forwarding of this email message is strictly prohibited. If 
you
have received this email message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete
the material from any computer.
 
Thank you.
 
*******************************************************************************
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:45:00 AM

We are on for Thursday, September 6 from noon to 1:30 in the small conference room.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, that date works for both of us and once we have that confirmed from you, we’ll get that on
our schedules.  Many thanks for the flexibility.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
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national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; AJ Mallory
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:32:00 AM

Ok, AJ I am going to go ahead and schedule this and you can move the other meeting when you get
back.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:28 AM
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Katie Altshuler; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Yep, aj can move it
 
From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 09:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert 
Subject: FW: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor 
 
Denise,
 
You have a lunch meeting with Terri Watkins this day (Sept 6)…is there any way that can be changed
to accommodate the healthcare meeting? Dr. Cline is out of town the entire next week, and the

Governor won’t be back in the office until September 6. It looks like everyone else can do the 6th.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
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Dana, that date works for both of us and once we have that confirmed from you, we’ll get that on
our schedules.  Many thanks for the flexibility.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
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Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Dana Wolpert
Cc: Katie Altshuler; AJ Mallory
Subject: Re: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 10:27:53 AM

Yep, aj can move it
 
From: Dana Wolpert 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 09:58 AM
To: Denise Northrup 
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert 
Subject: FW: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor 
 
Denise,
 
You have a lunch meeting with Terri Watkins this day (Sept 6)…is there any way that can be changed
to accommodate the healthcare meeting? Dr. Cline is out of town the entire next week, and the

Governor won’t be back in the office until September 6. It looks like everyone else can do the 6th.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, that date works for both of us and once we have that confirmed from you, we’ll get that on
our schedules.  Many thanks for the flexibility.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert

22220



Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Dana Wolpert
Subject: FW: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:58:00 AM

Denise,
 
You have a lunch meeting with Terri Watkins this day (Sept 6)…is there any way that can be changed
to accommodate the healthcare meeting? Dr. Cline is out of town the entire next week, and the

Governor won’t be back in the office until September 6. It looks like everyone else can do the 6th.
 
Thanks!
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, that date works for both of us and once we have that confirmed from you, we’ll get that on
our schedules.  Many thanks for the flexibility.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
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Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:58:00 AM

Thank you, I will let you know as soon as I know.
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:46 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, that date works for both of us and once we have that confirmed from you, we’ll get that on
our schedules.  Many thanks for the flexibility.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38 AM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
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to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:38:00 AM

I am checking with our staff to see if September 6 at lunch works…if so does that work for both of
you? You may have Janice email me your availability.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
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Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Dana Wolpert
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Dana Wolpert
Subject: FW: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 9:37:00 AM

Katie would you all be ready for this meeting next Thursday? September 6?
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2012 6:25 AM
To: Dana Wolpert; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: RE: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Dana, any way to find a different week (I can’t imagine what a challenge your job is going to be over
the next couple of years, at least, with the NGA---yikes!)?  I am in Austin that entire week for our
national commissioner’s meeting, and I’m giving 2 presentations about Oklahoma’s outstanding
work, and hopefully being voted in as president of the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials that very day.  If there is any flexibility, would you mind if I asked Janice Hiner to contact you
to work out the logistics.  This is an incredibly important opportunity and conversation with the
Governor.  Thanks Dana.  terry
 

From: Dana Wolpert [mailto:Dana.Wolpert@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 27, 2012 1:59 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Healthcare Exchange Briefing with the Governor
 
Katie Altshuler asked me to check with both of you on your availability for a staff level briefing with
the Governor regarding the Healthcare Exchange over lunch on Thursday, September 13. They will
start around 12:30PM. Please let me know if you are available.
 
Thank you!
 
Dana
 
Dana Wolpert
Director of Scheduling
Governor Mary Fallin
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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From: Cody Inman
To: "Philip Grenier"
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 11:07:00 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup 

To: 
Subject: 

Andrew Silvestri : Katie Altshuler 

RE: NAIC Rules 
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:24:00 PM 

I think this can wait till next week. 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 4:30 PM 
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler 
Subject: FW: NAIC Rules 

Do you want me to send t his to Doak or someone in his office or do one of you want to? 

Send to John Doak and respond too .. 

Maiy Fallin 

Begin fo1warded message: 

From: "David Powell" 
Date: November 20 2 
To: "Maiy Fallin" 
Subject: NAIC Rules 

Dear maiy, 

To whoever screens Ma1y's email, I am an old friend of hers from OSU. She 
will confom and she and the Insurance Commissioner need to read this. 

I want to let Mmy know that the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners needs to abandon their idea to push aggregate stoploss limits 
higher. This is only an attempt to strengthen Obamacare by unfairly putting 
more risk on "smaller" self funded employers. (50-500 employees) These 
employers ai·e cunently doing the right thing, providing comprehensive health 
benefits to their employees and their families, mostly at the employer's expense. 

Only three states have endorsed the change to the Stoploss Model Act; 
Minnesota, Hew hampshire and Ve1mont. The proposed change will make it 
harder for Oklahoma employers to provide affordable coverage by pushing them 
toward a national exchange. Please tell the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner 
to vote NO and not change the Stoploss Model Act. 

I have been in the health insurance business since graduating from OSU in 1978 
and I have worked with paiiially self-funded employers plans neai·ly that entire 
time. If there are any questions, please call my cell any time. 417-438-7655. 
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David A. Powell
President
Benefit Management, Inc.
2660 E 32nd Street, Joplin, MO 64804
(888) 294-1515
 
 
 

Privacy Policy: The information contained in this transmission may contain
Protected Health Information (PHI) under the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). It is intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by electronic mail (reply).
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Cody Inman
To: Sean Rose
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 5:00:00 PM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: ; denisenorthrup ; J.R.
Subject: FW: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 4:01:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Governor's Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren's show tonight on Fox News
 
All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 

Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Cody Inman
To: Sean Rose
Subject: RE: Comment Line
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:35:00 PM

This week and today as well? I don’t think I have any numbers from yesterday or today.
 

From: Sean Rose 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:33 PM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: RE: Comment Line
 

The only entries past the 15th were the obamacare calls.
 

From: Cody Inman 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:33 PM
To: Sean Rose
Subject: Comment Line
 

Sean – I pulled up the comment line report and it doesn’t show entries past the 15th? Can we get it
current so I can finish the weekly report to the governor this evening. Thanks!
 
 
 
 
 

Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's
business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Craig Perry
To: Craig Perry
Subject: RE: nice comments from today"s announcement
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:53:00 AM

 

Governor,
Below are some of the nice comments found online after the
announcement today.  Thought you might like to see a few:
 
Rep. David Derby:  “Way to go Gov Fallin!! She just announced to
Obama to go stick it with your health exchanges.”
 
Matt Pinnell:  “Governor Fallin today joined many other states in
her decision to say no to #Obamacare state exchanges. Thank you,
Governor.”
 
Senator David Holt: “I applaud Governor Fallin for rejecting the
Obamacare health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion. We
have to halt fed gov expansion.”
 

Senator Dan Newberry: “It has been announced that Gov. Fallin, in
collaboration with state officials, that Ok will not engage in the
creation of an Obamacare exchange or the expansion of Medicare. I
am proud of our Governor for making this decision and am honored
to be the voice of district 37 on this critical Issue.”

Mike Means: “Proud of the Governor!”

OCPA: “Fallin to Obama: You broke it, you buy it” "We applaud
Governor Fallin’s bold leadership"
 
Michael Carnuccio: "The way to save our country is through strong
states & those start w/a strong governor." “Kudos to Governor
Fallin”
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Tina Korbe Dzurisin with OCPA: “So proud and happy that Governor
Fallin said NO to Medicaid expansion and state-based exchange. I
love Oklahoma!”
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Jacque Hensley
To: jshensley t
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 7:08:00 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 
 
Jacque Secondine Hensley
Native American Liaison
Office of Governor Fallin
440 South Houston, Suite, 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma  74127
Jacque.Hensley@gov.ok.gov
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
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“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
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address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fwd: point of interest
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 6:59:56 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Jump start on your clips

FYI...like the way it's under headers if there are multiple articles on one subject...

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Cline, Dr.Terry L." <TerryC@health.ok.gov>
Date: November 20, 2012 6:13:09 AM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>, Katie Altshuler
<Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, "Cox-Kain, Julie" <Juliek@health.ok.gov>
Subject: point of interest

Thought you might find this of interest:
 
From: Bulletin News [mailto:HHS-Editors@BulletinNews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:08 AM
To: OS Bulletinnews.com 
Subject: HHS Secretary's News Briefing for Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
 

HHS SECRETARY'S NEWS BRIEFING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 6:00 AM EST

Top Stories:

OKLA. REJECTS STATE-RUN HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Associated Press (11/20, Sean Murphy)
Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday announced Oklahoma would neither be establishing a state-

based insurance exchange nor expanding its Medicaid program. The AP notes the

announcement "drew immediate praise from conservative groups and lawmakers who

have railed against the federal health care law and have urged the governor to resist any

attempt to implement" it in the state. Oklahoma Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman

issued a statement saying, "Oklahomans...want real, conservative solutions to the rising

cost of healthcare - we want to make care more accessible, more affordable, and easier

to obtain." In contrast, "hospitals and chambers of commerce had urged Fallin to support

both a state-run exchange" and the Medicaid expansion. Notably, hospital officials

pointed out that "providers are being forced to absorb the costs of the nearly 20 percent

of uninsured Oklahomans who often seek health care services at emergency rooms and

are unable to pay."

More Coverage. Gov. Mary Fallin Says Oklahoma Will Not Develop Health Care

Exchange Under Affordable Care Act (Oklahoman, 11/20, Megan Rolland), Oklahoma Is

Latest To Reject State-based Health Exchange (The Hill, 11/20, Sam Baker), Mary Fallin,

Oklahoma Governor, Rejects Medicaid Expansion, Health Insurance Exchanges
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(Huffington Post, 11/19, Jeffrey Young), State Senator, St. Mary's CEO OK With Decision

To Not Expand Medicaid (Enid (OK) News & Eagle, 11/20, Robert Barron) and Fallin

Says No To State Health Exchange (Tulsa (OK) World, 11/20, editorial board)

ADVOCATES: PROBE MEDICARE IMPACT ON DRUG COMPOUNDING 

The Hill (11/20, Elise Viebeck)
Public Citizen on Monday issued a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius, calling for a probe into "Medicare drug reimbursement policies in light

of the outbreak, which has killed at least 33 people." In the letter, the advocacy group

criticized the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for neglecting to use "its

authority to discourage wide-scale drug compounding conducted outside of parameters"

established by the FDA. Public Citizen also "slammed CMS guidance on compounded

drugs as 'ambiguous and conflicting.'"

More Coverage. Amid Meningitis Crisis, Critics Say Medicare May Promote Risky Drug

Compounding (Reuters, 11/20, Sharon Begley)

 
Terry Cline, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Health
Secretary of Health & Human Services
 

 

Did you know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each
year if our state simply met the national average health
outcomes?
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Mary Fallin
Cc: Aaron Cooper
Subject: RE: Fox news tomorrow
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:42:00 PM

I like the press release, especially with a good photo, it will get some play. And it’s the “first” of the
agencies that are benefitting from the initiative, if not directly.
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:29 PM
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Fox news tomorrow
 
Fox News is set up for tomorrow although we are waiting on the exact time (it will be sometime in
between 9 and 10 PM central.)
I promised them we wouldn’t do any other national shows, which I think is fair since this is prime
time and has higher ratings than the other networks.
 
On the CNG photo op tomorrow, ODOT requested a photo op of their first shipment of cars for their
communications purposes (think website, glossy handouts etc). We did not invite any press.
Although I will not pretend that was intentional, I think it’s probably a happy coincidence since any
media availability you would try to have would be a health insurance exchange press conference in
front of a bunch of CNG cars.
 
If you would like, it may make sense to do a short press release with a photo?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Monica Houston; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Re: Greta
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:55:35 PM

Ask her right now while she's in between events

On Nov 19, 2012, at 4:52 PM, "Alex Weintz" <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

Do we want to get GMF on “On the Record” with Greta at 9 PM tomorrow. Would be
filmed LIVE, remotely from a studio like the one on Hudiburg … topic would be the
health insurance exchange decision.
Would realistically be an 8:30 PM to 10:00 PM commitment because we wont know
what part of the show we’ll be on until tomorrow afternoon
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Craig Perry
To: "Mary Fallin"
Cc: Craig Perry
Subject: nice comments from today"s announcement
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:45:00 PM

Governor,
Below are some of the nice comments found online after the announcement
today.  Thought you might like to see a few:
 
Rep. David Derby:  “Way to go Gov Fallin!! She just announced to Obama to go
stick it with your health exchanges.”
 
Matt Pinnell:  “Governor Fallin today joined many other states in her decision
to say no to #Obamacare state exchanges. Thank you, Governor.”
 
Senator David Holt: “I applaud Governor Fallin for rejecting the Obamacare
health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion. We have to halt fed gov
expansion.”

Mike Means: “Proud of the Governor!”

OCPA: “Fallin to Obama: You broke it, you buy it” "We applaud Governor
Fallin’s bold leadership"
 
Michael Carnuccio: "The way to save our country is through strong states &
those start w/a strong governor." “Kudos to Governor Fallin”
 
Tina Korbe Dzurisin with OCPA: “So proud and happy that Governor Fallin said
NO to Medicaid expansion and state-based exchange. I love Oklahoma!”
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Ex-Wrestling Exec Wins CT Primary
Date: Wednesday, August 15, 2012 7:28:10 AM

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser

GOVERNING Daily

Sponsor: GOVERNING

STAY CONNECTED

    Friend us on Facebook 

    Follow us on Twitter 

    Follow us on Pinterest

GOVERNING MAGAZINE

Read about medical
marijuana, the evolving
concept of counties, hybrid
pensions, 4 noteworthy
human services leaders,
bus rapid transit's rise, a
company town without a
company, and more.

Subscribe | Current Issue

POPULAR on GOVERNING.com

1. Hybrid Pension Plans Attracting
More States, Cities
Unable to continue making payments on
traditional retirement benefits, officials are
trading in the old model and looking for a more
efficient option.

2. Whooping Cough’s Comeback
Raises Questions
How states’ decisions to not require vaccinations

Wednesday, August 15, 2012

Connecticut
Ex-Wrestling Exec Wins Primary

Linda McMahon, a former wrestling executive, easily defeated Christopher Shays, a

former United States representative and longtime fixture in moderate politics in the

state.

New York Times | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Miami-Dade Mayor Wins Reelection; Rival Refuses to Admit Defeat

Forged Grant Application Costs Virginia School District $1M

STATE NEWS
Feds Push States to Adopt Virginia's Drunken-Driving Law

Maryland Gambling Bill  Passes During Special Session

Gallup: Hawaii Residents Most Likely to Say They're 'Thriving'

Rhode Island Lawmaker Arrested for Practicing Law Without License

POLITICS NEWS
Ex-Wisconsin Gov. Thompson Wins Senate Primary

Longtime Wisconsin State Legislators Lose in Primaries

Poll: Why 90 Million Americans Won't Vote in November

Florida Primaries Send More Than a Dozen to Tallahassee

Minnesota Primary Sets Up Race for Control of Legislature

South Carolina Supreme Court to Hear Gov. Haley's Ethics Appeal

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
University of Colorado to Build Solar-powered Toilet

FEDERAL NEWS
Arkansas, North Carolina Ask EPA to Waive Ethanol Mandate

HHS Outlines Final Guidance for State Health Insurance Exchanges

Obama Administration Urges Supreme Court to Uphold Affirmative Action

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsor: Informatica

Securing Your Cloud-Based Data Integration
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and general budget cuts to public health have
impacted the nation’s ability to prevent, track and
treat disease outbreaks.

3. Paul Ryan VP Nomination Ignites
Medicaid Questions
Mitt Romney's running mate wants to make
Medicaid a block grant. How could this
controversial proposal affect states?

WHO SAID THAT?

 He should retire to his
plantation and let the rest of us
continue to embrace the 21st
century."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

6th
Brian Bachmann, who was fatally shot Monday

near Texas A&M University, is the sixth law

enforcement official killed so far this year in

Texas. View the number of police officer deaths

from 1990 to 2011 here.

More Digits

A Report on Secure Integration Techniques Targeted at

the Information Technology Executive Learn More.

FROM THE BLOGS

Why Some Georgia Regions Approved a Transportation
Sales Tax
Last month, Atlanta-area voters decided against a one-cent sales tax for transportation
projects. But in three Georgia regions, voters chose to make the investment.

FedWatch | Read more

Kick-Starting the Flow of Ideas
Aiming to get people into the innovative mindset for improving services and saving
money, cities are turning to competitions.

Better, Faster, Cheaper | Read more

CDC: Adult Obesity Rates Above 30 Percent in 12 States
States in the South and Midwest had the highest proportion of obese residents,
according to new estimates.

View | Read more

Putting Olympic Passion to Work
The Games may be over, but public workers must still find the drive to go for the gold.

Public Great | Read more

Why the State Budget Crisis is Real
According to two new reports, states’ fiscal situation is either (a) looking better or (b)
looking worse. Pay attention to (b).

Bring on the Funk | Read more

Fracking, Farmers and Scarce Water Supplies
As drought plagues more than half of the nation, concerns about hydraulic fracturing's
effect on available water are increasing.

View | Read more
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: fact checking
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:09:59 AM

$440 million – the Obamacare price tag for Oklahoma in terms of shifting medicaid costs.
 
That accurate number?
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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Ohio Says No to an Obamacare Health Exchange 
Fact Sheet 

 
BACKGROUND: On March 23, 2010, President Barack Obama signed the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) which brings sweeping changes to America’s 

health care system.  These include: 

 Individual Mandates: A requirement that every American have health care coverage 

or possibly face a tax penalty; 

 Employer Mandates and Penalties: New taxes and penalties on employers that don’t 

provide employees with specific types of health care coverage prescribed by the 

federal government; 

 Medicaid Changes: As originally enacted, program changes included mandatory 

expansion of coverage to those at or below 138 percent of the federal poverty level, 

but this was made optional for states by the U.S. Supreme Court’s June 28, 2012 

decision in NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ET AL. v. 

SEBELIUS, SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, ET AL.; 

 Health Exchanges: A health care exchange will be created in every state through 

which individuals earning between 100-400 percent of the federal poverty level can 

purchase subsidized health insurance.  The federal government will pick the 

companies that can sell in the federal exchange and companies must sell virtually 

identical products and share profits and costs for a period of time.  States can run 

the exchange themselves, choose not to run it and leave it to the federal government 

or leave it to the federal government while retaining the right to regulate health 

insurance and control eligibility decisions for their Medicaid programs. 

OHIO WILL NOT RUN AN OBAMACARE HEALTH EXCHANGE:  On Nov. 16, 2012 

Gov. John Kasich notified the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that Ohio 

will not run an Obamacare health exchange in Ohio, but will instead leave that to the 

federal government to do.  This decision was made after thoroughly investigating all 

options available to Ohio under the law, including conducting separate studies by the 

respected health policy research specialists Milliman, Inc. and the global business and 

information technology consultancy KPMG.  Ohio’s analysis concluded that: 

 States lack flexibility or control over exchanges:  Despite the perception to the 

contrary, the law gives states little flexibility or control over how the exchange in their 

state operates, making it difficult for Ohio to set up an exchange that responds to the 

unique needs of Ohioans or the Ohio insurance market.  States running exchanges 

must request permission and receive approval from the federal government for their 
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initial plans, and almost every change must be approved by the federal government 

as well. Basic operational details are controlled by the federal government, including 

open enrollment periods, requirements on how to set up and run call centers and the 

exchange’s website. 

 Setting up and running exchanges are very expensive:  It would cost as much as 

$63 million1 for Ohio to set up an exchange and as much as $43 million to run it 

every year2. While these costs could be covered by fees on individuals using the 

exchange to buy health insurance, they may actually be lower if Ohio leaves most 

exchange functions to the federal government—an estimated $21 million or less for 

start-up3 —and potentially less for annual operating costs as well.  Little guidance 

from the federal government on the state’s role in this scenario have made cost-

projecting difficult, however.  

 Inadequate information is available from the federal government: In addition to 

the significant costs and lack of flexibility in running an exchange, states have 

received little information or clarity from the federal government on key areas, which 

has complicated states’ ability to make decisions.  Especially challenging has been 

that the federal government has yet to issue required rules that would explain to 

states: 

o The benefits that must be offered by health plans sold on the exchange or in the 

market;  

o How the federal government will pay for the federal exchange; and 

o The requirements that multi-state plans must meet in order to be sold on the 

exchange. 

 An Obamacare health exchange will impact Ohio in a uniquely negative way: 
Ohio’s long-standing reputation under both Democrat and Republican 

administrations for maintaining a stable, well-regulated insurance market has 

attracted a large number of companies to the state, creating widespread competition 

and lower costs than in other states.  The restrictions that Obamacare places on 

both exchange and non-exchange health insurance will undermine these long-time, 

hard-won advantages and increase costs and reduce choices for consumers. 

OHIO WILL NOT LET THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TAKE OVER ANY 
REGULATORY CONTROL OF ITS INSURANCE INDUSTRY:  Obamacare would allow 

the federal government to regulate health care insurance sold in Ohio through an 

                                                 
1
 Based on report from KPMG LLP released on September 14, 2011. 

2
 Based on report from Milliman Inc. released on August 31, 2011. 

3
 Based on report from KPMG LLP released on September 14, 2011. 
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exchange.  Ohio has regulated insurance effectively for approximately 60 years and 

wants to retain this authority so it is saying no to giving any of this authority to the 

federal government.  Additional reasons for this decision include: 

 Insurance is essential to Ohio’s economy.  With 400,000 direct and indirect jobs 

created by the insurance industry, Ohio has the second-largest number of industry 

jobs of any state in the country.  Preserving Ohio’s history of high-quality regulation 

helps maintain stability in the industry and preserves these jobs; 

 A federal takeover of health insurance regulation for an Obamacare health 
exchange is duplicative and burdensome.  By retaining regulatory control of all 

health insurance, Ohio will ensure that health insurance companies will deal with a 

single regulator in Ohio—the Ohio Department of Insurance—not both the 

Department and the federal government.  A single regulator is less costly and less 

confusing for companies and, ultimately, consumers.   

OHIO WILL NOT LET THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TAKE OVER DECISION-
MAKING ON MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY:  Obamacare allows states to turn over to the 

federal government’s insurance exchange the job of deciding who can and cannot 

receive benefits from Medicaid programs; however, Ohio will not turn this power over to 

the federal exchange.   

 Preserving Ohio’s care quality improvements is important to low-income 
Ohioans: Ohio has worked very hard over the past two years to improve the quality 

of the care it provides to low-income Ohioans on Medicaid, with a special focus on 

helping vulnerable Ohioans with chronic conditions, mothers at risk of delivering low 

birth weight babies and Ohioans with both mental and physical health conditions.  

These improvements have won widespread praise from advocates for low-income 

Ohioans and have also helped improve value for taxpayers.  Maintaining maximum 

state control over the program helps maintain these unique Ohio improvements.   

 Responsible Medicaid management is essential to Ohio’s hard-won fiscal 
stability: With Medicaid consuming a greater portion of Ohio’s state budget than 

any other expense, careful and responsible management of the program is essential 

to preserving Ohio’s newly-regained fiscal stability after closing an historic $8 billion 

budget deficit without a tax increase two years ago.  In fact, Ohio’s reforms have 

helped reduce the growth rate of Medicaid costs by a full 50 percent in the past two 

years.  Maintaining maximum state control over the program helps preserve this 

fiscal progress. 

BOTTOM LINE: Governor John Kasich and Lt. Governor Mary Taylor want every 

Ohioan to have health care coverage and believe the route to achieving that is a 

22254



market-based system that encourages both high quality and low costs.  A rigid, 

prescriptive health insurance exchange that reduces choices and drives up costs does 

not align with the Kasich Administration’s health policy goals.  Turning down a state-

based health exchange and saying no to federal regulation of Ohio’s health insurance 

industry and Medicaid eligibility determination is the best approach for Ohio, and Ohio 

will inform the federal government of its plan for preserving these rights early next year. 

### 

 

22255



From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Fallin admin statement re: health insurance exchanges
Date: Thursday, February 23, 2012 10:42:36 AM

Fallin administration statement on legislative taskforce re: PPACA/health insurance exchanges

“As Governor Fallin has said in the past, she supports developing an Oklahoma-
based free market exchange, not only to prevent the creation of a federal exchange run by
Washington bureaucrats, but also to increase access to affordable health insurance for
Oklahomans.

“If no action is taken by lawmakers to establish an Oklahoma-based exchange by
January 2013, federal law under “ObamaCare” clearly states that a federally designed and
run health insurance exchange will be forced on the state and its citizens. The governor is
absolutely opposed to such a federal incursion and believes a state based solution is the best
way to prevent that outcome.

            “Governor Fallin is reviewing the recommendations of the legislature. She
appreciates their work on this issue and the positive steps they have taken towards an
Oklahoma-based, free market solution that will help to prevent the implementation of
ObamaCare.”

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:15:01 AM

Please see below for the Governor’s offices’ answers to 5 frequently asked questions on the
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange. We hope this will be helpful as you engage Senate members
on this issue.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
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·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:45:35 PM

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges
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            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:15:01 AM

Please see below for the Governor’s offices’ answers to 5 frequently asked questions on the
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange. We hope this will be helpful as you engage Senate members
on this issue.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
 
 
 
 

 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
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·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:45:33 PM

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

22263

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PRESS
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges


            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:45:33 PM

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges
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            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
 
 

22266

file:////c/Alex.Weintz@govelect.ok.gov


From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:45:32 PM

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

22267

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PRESS
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2011/03/A-State-Lawmakers-Guide-to-Health-Insurance-Exchanges


            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 5:45:32 PM

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange:

5 Frequently Asked Questions
 

·         What is a health insurance exchange?

            Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about
various health insurance plans, compare prices and ultimately purchase health insurance.  The
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Mary Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pro-
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance
costs.

The premiere conservative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supports the
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21, 2011 document entitled “A State Lawmaker’s Guide to
Health Insurance Exchanges,” the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state
exchange in the immediate future.
 

·         What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange?

            If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as “ObamaCare”) mandates that President Obama’s
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally run exchange in that state. As the Heritage
Foundation writes, “…the sooner a state declares ‘non-compliance’ with the PPACA, the sooner
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator.”  In other words, a
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a
federally designed, federally run exchange.
            The best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage
Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges
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            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

'{i\\\ 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Thursday, February 09, 2012 8:29 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mmy Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
DaiTell 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74022 

Subject: 
Ex. Order 

Message: 
As a follov,1 Republican, I voted for you, but with all the problems we are facing(Obama, Obamacare, Iran, 
Egypt, Syria, etc.), I'm a little perplexed. Why did you find ft so important to issue an X-order outlawing 
smoking OUTSIDE a building? Obviously you don't smoke. You probably don't own a firearm, either. So if it's 
politically expediant to jump on the anti-gun band-wagon, we can assume you might align with them also. lf 
you have a good explanation, other than "stupid smokers need to quit anyway", 1 would appreciate hearing from 
you. Thank you. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

1 
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Dear Governor, Mary Fallin 

In a great society, such as ours, it is a pity that we cannot provide what should be a 

basic human right, to all of our citizens, equally. The level or quality of healthcare should 

be an inalienable right of all people, not a privilege of the few. Money should not be 

allowed to dictate that some should live in good health while others suffer in humiliation 

and anger. The lack of universal healthcare is one of the greatest social inequities of our 

society. Almost twenty percent of all Americans lack any form of healthcare insurance. 

Many more are underinsured. Consequently, a great number of Americans receive little or 

no healthcare at all. 

An annual report issued last week by the trustees of Medicare said the program won't 

have enough funds to pay full benefits by 2024, a full five years sooner than last year's 

estimate and one that may yet be even rosier than reality. "Projected long-run program 

costs for both Medicare and Social Security are not sustainable under currently scheduled 

financing, and will require legislative corrections if disruptive consequences for 

beneficiaries and taxpayers are to be avoided," a summary of the report J.D. Heyes said. 

Half of all the money that you will ever spend in your life on medical care will be 

spent in the last three months of your life. That is a statistical fact. Wouldn't it be nice if 

we could afford to pay for it? If other nations can provide universal healthcare for citizens, 

then why, can't we? 

Sincerely, 

Daniqua Hill 
RECEIVED 

FEB 10 2012 
· ... PICE OF THE 

>·lOVERNOR 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, February 14, 2012 8:07 AM 
Kem McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's OtfJce receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. lf 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Mischelle Jackson 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Atoka 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74525 

Subject: 
Healthcare 

Message: 
I am writting to give you a personal look at how broken our healthcare system is. On January 10, 2012 my 
mother had gallbladder surgery for complaints of severe abdominal pain. A nuclear scan of the gallbladder 
showed it was indeed diseased. Three weeks later, that pain was worse and we ended up in the emergency room 
at which time a CAT Scan showed my mother has Stage Bl neuroendocrine carcinoma of the lining of the 
abdomen, the small bowel, and liver. She was dismissed from the hospital once her immediate concern of a 
small bowel obstruction was treated medically. She was dismissed because she does not have any insurance 
coverage. Essentially, she was refused treatment and sent home to die from a cancer process that is treatable. 
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How can this happen in the United States of America? My mother worked for 30 years and carried health 
insurance. When her employer closed she was 60 years old and made the decision to dr aw her widows pension. 
She can't afford insurance on a $1200/mo pension. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Saturday, February 18, 2012 11 :46 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Ofl'ice receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Helen Hyatt 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73084 

Subject: 
Healthcare 

Message: 
J hope you read the Affordable Healthcare Act thoroughly before you continue to say no for OK. I was able to 
get insurance for my cancer treatment immediately with an existing condition. Without the Affordable 
Healthcare Act, I would not be eligible. This has been a life saving event for me. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Plense <In not respond. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Saturday, February 18, 2012 5:18 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmaiJContactFonn11 form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the fo1m below. Please note, the 
Govemor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at (405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
David Spearing 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Sand Springs 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74063 

Subject: 
my Opinion 

Message: 
I think you made a mistake not accepting the money for setting up the health care exchange. I don't believe the 
tax credit for historic buildings should be abolished either. The AG made a mistake on the mortgage issue too. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 
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January 29, 2012 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
The Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N Lincoln Blvd, Room 212 
Oklahoma City OK 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

RECE\VED 
H:H 2 2 20'\?. 
uFFICE OF THE 

GOVERNOR 

My name is Tammy Beggs and I am a Dental Assistant in Tulsa, Oklahoma. I am a resident of Owasso, 
Oklahoma and currently reside a Owasso, OK 74055. My telephone number 
I 

I am writing you today regarding non-U.S. citizens receiving government funded Medlcald/Soonercare. I 
work for a pediatric dental office that provides services and accepts Medlcald/Soonercare as payment 
for services rendered. Many of the children that are seen in our office are US citizens, but their parents 
are not. This problem Is caused by agencies not validating social security numbers or working Visa's 
during the application process. 

I consider this a serious problem because it is causing the Oklahoma taxpayers dollars to fund people 
who do not have the right to these benefits. This has a direct impact on my profession because 
Medicaid/Soonercare Is reducing the amount they pay for services due to the high increase of illegal 
Immigrants giving birth to children who become US citizens and are eligible for this benefit. This 
reduct ion In payment for services causes loss of business, no raises, and my hours cut. 

I propose that all applicants applying for benefits have their social security number verified w ith the 
Social Security Administration to ensure that the person applying for benefits is a US cit izen, and is not in 
receipt of a fraudulent social security number. 

Sincerely, 

Tammy Beggs 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ms. Fallin, 

Lana Jameso 
Tuesday, February 01, 2011 8:19 AM 
Keili McEwen 
Message from Website: Constituent Correspondence 

I voted for you and now I want you to work for me reference the Obamacare. I just got word 
of the finding from the Federal Judge of the Constitutionality of Obamacare. I want you to 
ensure Oklahoma is numbered among the States that are against this abomination to our 
Constitutional. Oklahoma cannot afford budgetary burden this places on us as a State and a 
Country. I have aging parents I am taking care of and assisting with their care and this is 
not helping them or us. There is a better way we just have not found it. Maybe drug testing 
those drawing food stamps like Kentucky is now doing is an option? 
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February 20, 2011 

RE: Nullification: Last Chance To Stop ObamaCare? 

Dear Governor: 

I am writing to demand that you nullify ObamaCare. I also would like to thank you in advance if 
you are already working to stop ObamaCare. 

Already, 12 states are pushing to nullify ObamaCare. ObamaCare is actually two laws: the 
"Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act" and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2010." All 12 states want to make both bills void. Most of the state nullification bills will 
mete out tough criminal penalties for officials and agents of both federal and state governments 
if they try and enforce ObamaCare in each state. It's about time states stood up against the 
inconceivable tyranny of Obama and the federal government! 

Judge Roger Vinson ruled that the entire ObamaCare law must be thrown out and 
IMPLEMENTATION HALTED IMMEDIATELY because the mandate requiring Americans to buy 
health insurance is unconstitutional and unseverable from the rest of ObamaCare. 

Sen. Monty Pierce (R-ID) plans on introducing Idaho's nullification bill this week. He said, 'There 
are now 27 states in the lawsuit against Obamacare. What if those 27 states do the same thing 
we do with nullification? It's a kil ler." 

We need to cut the $2.49 trillion dollar-a-year ObamaCare sinkhole from our budget. That would 
save an average American from paying $8, 125 dollars a year for Obama healthcare! Nullifying 
ObamaCare would not only cut costs, but it would also send a strong message to the DC 
Liberals. Last March, the Dems passed the healthcare bill through backroom dealings and 
threats. While America stood up and said "NOi" to ObamaCare, the Progressives thumbed their 
noses up at the American people and rammed ObamaCare home anyway. 

I urge you to nullify ObamaCare. The future of our country and the future of our economy rest 
on getting rid of ObamaCare. We must nullify ObamaCare-NOW! 

Sincerely, 

Edward B. Elmer 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Bruce Bruns__..... 
Wednesday,~ AM 
Keili McEwen 
Message from Website: Constituent Correspondence 

In the City sentinel Letter to the Editor section, dated January 13, 2011, Ed Cannaday 
references t he $20 million for healthcare reform that Oklahoma is scheduled to receive. It is 
an interesti ng article and I would love to know what the new Governors response to this is, 
given her stance on "Obamacare. " 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Governor Fallin, 

Ronny Clark__...... 
Thursday, F~ 
Keili McEwen 
Message from Website: Constituent Correspondence 

I would like to know why we have not joined in the support of the many brave states that have 
declared the Obama Care Law VOID. I do not see Oklahoma on the map of supporters . Our 
National Government has broken the law, stole from SS, and even committed t reason. Our 
president has refused to support the Constitution in many ways and is t ryi ng to bankrupt 
America. Everything he has done needs to be repealed and all moneys returned from the bail 
outs. Free Market should rule . I remember reading about Benedict Arnold i n school . I t is time 
for states to say enough, you are our servants and not our Masters . Jesus is my Master. We 
look to you to support our Constitution . With all respect, I support your campaigning 
promises . 

Thanks You 

God Bless You and Oklahoma 

Sincerely 

Ronny Clark 

1 
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.... /4/2011 18:46 To; (405)521-3353 

:::To: Governor Mary Fallin 

:::From: Cory Adkins 

Subj: DONT Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

you guys need to seriously find something better to do. how about fix some roads around tills 
state or better yet clean up tho trash laying on the highway. 

Stop taking away something that actually HELPS people who need medical care but cant afford 
it. 

Sincerely, 

-Moore, OK, 73160 

[) 1/1 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

StarlynAren~ 
Monday, Jan~ 
Keili McEwen 
Message from Website: General Information 

Every Okie I know is against obamacare. Is Ms Fallen going to respect the wishes of the 
Okies, or do as h~r predester the less than honorable one? Today a Fl federal judge said it 
was unconstitutional. Will my choice govenor (everyone I know had enough sense to vote 
Republican) have the atty gen. join the other 26 states in filing against this forced 
socialist mandate from the wicked, evil, democratic senators and their annointed one? Please 
respond asap. I intend to help fight this; but want to give Ms Fallen respect, time, and the 
benefit of the doubt. Thank you, Starlyn Arens 

RECEIVED 
FEB 0 ~ REC'D 

o:: FICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 
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18 :46 

Governor Mary Fallin 

dale moydell 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

To: (405)521-3353 

I am literally ill from the attacks on our freedoms and our liberty by maudering ego maniacs 
disguised as those "watching out for us". They are all about power no matter how wrecklessly it 
is sought. Please nullify this unconstitutional legislation. 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. Obam...'lCare is 
unconstitutional I 

Please support the introduction and passage of a Federal Health Care Nullifioation Act in our 
state legislature in 2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the 
Congress of the United States1 taking control over the health care and health insurance 
industries and mandating that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

AB of Jan. 21, 2011, at least eight states have introduced such bills. 

Read the entire one-page "Model Federal Health Care Nutlification Act for State Legislatures" 
at http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 11 1-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 201 O, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are speoifioally rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State. 11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affirm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the govemor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification, go to 

http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

I hardily support your effo1ts to strike down this unjust 
infringement on our rights. I only wish the penalties were more harsh. 

Sincerely, Dale A Moydell 

--Broken Arrow, OK, 74014 

LJ 1/ 1 
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Kaili McEwen 

From: Keli Carter 
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 3:47 PM 
To: Keili McEwen 
Subject: Message from Website: Help with State Agencies 

Dear Governor Fallin, 

Our family has hereditary primary immune deficiency disorders. In a nutshell, this type of 
deficiency and more were discovered because of the &#8220;bubble boy&#8221; (David Vetter; 
1971 &#8211; 1984). 

Primary Immune Deficiency (PIDD) is the point of dlagnosis before the immune system gets so 
bad it turns into an Autoimmune Disease (AID). Left untreated the PIDD will turn into an 
Autoimmune Disease much faster and the expense is much, re for the AID than the PIDD. Not 
to mention the quality of life is better with treatmen f PIDD than an AID. 

Unfortunately for us, the autoimmun~isease that we are facing from the primary immune 
deficiency we have (Common Variable Immune Deficiency) points to &#8211; Non-Hodgkins 
Lymphoma Cancer and other types of cancers. Our father had Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma cancer, 
terminally, for 18 years before he passed. 

Our children and I have two different forms of a Primary Immune Deficiency and our youngest 
daughter, Lauren (12) and I are on IG Therapy (Immune Globulin Replacement Therapy). The IG 
Therapy is for Common Variable I mmune Deficiency. This therapy helps replace I mmune Globulin 
in our blood to help our body fight off infections thus keeping us out of the hospital and 
doctors offices as often. Lauren and I also are on Cl Estrase In hi bi tor Replacemen.t because 
of another immune deficiency in the Complement System and it is called Hereditary Angioedema 
(a life-threatening deficiency). 

Our middle son, Isaac (14), is going through testing now because of recurrent strep and 
pneumonia over 7 times in the l ast year. Our Immunologist email ed me back over the weekend, 
after his results came in and she wanted me to call her office Monday, January 31, 2011. She 
said she wanted me to get him in to a hematologist/oncologist immediately to rule out 
myel oproliferative disorder (a type of leukemia). She said if he that comes back negative at 
this time, she knows he has Common Variable Immune Deficiency and wants to get him on IG 
Therapy ASAP. (I don ' t even want to think about the other what if!) 

These therapies are very expensive and at the end of 2010 our children were denied Medicaid 
because my husband makes $26.00 to much every month. We have health insurance through ~y 
husband&#8217;s work and we used the Medicaid as secondary insurance. My daughter and I 
qualify for grant programs to help pay the cost of our therapies because there is no way we 
could afford the deductible and our 20% out of pocket expense. I do everything I can to keep 
costs down , but some costs cannot be avoided, for example; our immunologist is out of state, 
one of the pediatricians I use is not contracted with OK Medicaid (but she happens to be 
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knowledgeable in the immune deficiency area, where most doctors are not) and on some meds we 
have to cover because they are not covered under Medicaid. 

I have tried other programs; one such as TEFRA, but at this time, our children do not qualify 
for any of these. They have to be on SSI to even start the application process. 

Any help you may be able to provide would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Keli Carter .... 
Pryor, OK 

74361 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cheryl Florence 
Tuesday, February01, 2011 3:16 PM 
Keili McEwen 
Message from Website: Constituent Correspondence 

I know this is a long shot, but I have a proposal for you. Did the math and discovered nearly 
40% of Americans receive either Medicaid or Medicare. Don ' t know if those numbers hold true 
for Oklahoma or not, but anyway .... picture t his: 

1} Minimize Oklahoma's involvement in Medicaid/Medicare to the minimum allowable by law. Many 
who abuse the system will realize their free ride is not so great and decide they have no 
choice but to get a job. 

2) Al l ow churches to basically t ake over financial assistance/charity. People will get 
something much more valuable when they go for their free food, clothes, help with bi lls 
etc .... 

3) First get Okl ahoma out of debt. 

4) Once we have money left over in the state's "check book" , spend that money on education. 
Possibly offer free college for taxpayers and their families. 

5) Goal: few people getting free ride, more people working, people furthering education . 
Might actually decrease cr ime. Would attract employers I imagine. 

I know this sounds too simplistic, but I'm trying to keep this email short, and it gets 
across my general thought. 

My stepdaughter is one person I t hink of as I write this. She is 24, dropped out of high 
school, didn't want to get her GED because it was too much work. In the last 7 years, if you 
took all the days she has worked at various jobs and added them all together, she has worked 
maybe 3 months out of the last 7 years. She has a 2 year old, and lives off the system. It's 
working for her, so she sees no reason to change. Their basic needs are met, and she is 
satisfied. She always manages to find money for cigarettes and casinos. 

I am a nurse and am in grad school to become a Nurse Practioner. I was doing clinicals in 
Choteau and was warned ahead of time what to expect: the majority of patients they see are 
between the ages of 20-50, on Medicaid, and have "depression and anxiety" . No kidding, 
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probably 80% of people I saw were unemployed, took meds for anxiety &/or depression, and 
here's the amazing part .... many of them complained or even threw outright fits that they had 
to pay either a 3 dollar or 1 dollar copay!!!!! They didn't complain at ALL about paying 
more than 5 dollars for a pack of cigarettes, but they let us know just how wrong it was that 
they would have to pay a medical copay!!! 

That experience has really opened my eyes. I'm all for still providing coverage for the 
children, but once they are out of high school, unless they are severely disabled, then get a 
job or go to college. But the free ride is over. 

If Oklahoma's numbers are anywhere near the national average, I know 40% of the population 
will complain about their benefits being taken away. Instead, just let them know they are 
going to start having to take some responsiblity for themselves, and aide will still be 
available- through the private sector!!!! 

Sorry for the long note. Thank you for considering my suggestions, and may you do great 
things for Oklahoma over your term. It will not be an easy job! But the hard choices need to 
be made by someone,and the results will be worth it in the long run. 

God Bless, Cheryl Florence 
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February 11, 2011 

Congressman James Lankford 
1015 North Broadway, Suite 310 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
73102 

To whom it may concern, 

This letter is to request the office of Congressman James Lankford to review the 
concerns of Brenda Gossett. Please refer to the attached letter. Thank you for looking into 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Cody Inman 
Public Affairs Liaison 
Cody .Inman@gov.ok.gov 
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January 17, 2011 

Congressman Mary Fallin 

1432 Longworth House Office Building 

\Vashington, DC 20515 

Dear Mary: 

Hey, I am one small voice with something big to say, Contracted Indian Health 

Services. Native Americans are not receiving the health care the government 
promised. Indian health care clinics across the nation don't have the specialty 

services in house to treat many types of illnesses. Due to this many American 

Indian families suffer and do without the health care needed to sustain life in the 
least restricted manner. 

Native Americans born in Oklahoma have moved out of the counties where IHS in 

house services are available due to available employment. This being the case if 

they need health care they must drive more than 50 miles one way to receive the 
care or if they need a specialty doctor such as an endocrinologist, neurologist, 

ophthalmologist they must wait for the referral to go through Contract Indian 

Health Services and be approved before they can go for a consultation and maybe 

treatment. Remember I said Native American Indians that live outside the counties 
where IHS (in house services) is readily available. The problem is specialty 

services are not offered at the Clinics at all. The specialty services must be 

contracted out and there is not enough funding to provide specialty services to 
American Indians. Therefore many American Indians suffer, do without life 

sustaining health care and die. 

Contracted Indian Health is not to blame it appears the funding for this service is 

not adequate. Therefore the American Indian people who need specialty services 

must be on their death bed to qualify for the health care they need. It is time 

congress did something to change this. 

Perhaps you are not aware that every time a person has a seizure it causes a 

Traumatic Brain Injury. People that have a seizure disorder are in danger of losing 

the ability to reason, short and long term memory problems depending on where 
the damage in the brain takes place. A Native American Indian with a seizure 
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disorder needs regular access to a neurologist to determine what type of treatment 

should be giving and when to prevent further brain damage. After so many seizures 

a person that could function and hold down a job may lose this ability and become 

another person depending on Social Security, Medicaid, and Medicare to live out 

the rest of their I ife. There are a number of other health care issues that I can not 
elaborate on at this time. 

There are a huge number of American Indians that don't get the health care they 

need and are unable to let someone know. They quietly die and their families 

suffer. Why because the funding needed for specialty health care services is not 

being provided. Why? Why? lsn 't the American Government providing the health 

care it promised to the American Indians? 

My family as do many other Native American Indians must drive long distances 

just to receive in house JHS health care. Why because we have jobs, Jobs that put 

food on our tables and taxes into the economy. If we are in need of a special health 

care treatment we are just out of luck. We can and do go through the referral 

process only to be denied because even though we need a sp.ecialty health care 
treatment we are not on our death beds. However many of us do wind up on Social 

Security benefits because the health care treatment we needed to sustain good 

health and gainful employment was not provided. Many of us Native American 

fodians are in need of some type of specialty health care that is not provided at the 

Indian Health clinic and it can not be provided outside IRS due to funding. Tt is 
time the American Government provides for the Native American Health Care 

Needs like it promised. 

Sincerely: 

Brenda Gossett 

Native American Choctaw Indian 

OKC, OK 73135 
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PLAN FOR RECLAIMING OUR CONSTITUTION AND COUNTRY 

PREAMBLE 

Recognizing that our current President is an intelligent but totally inexperienced person, further 

recognizing his radical design is threefold: 

l) Cause the United States to become insolvent through unsupportable 
debt; 

2) Declare a national emergency, crisis, and assume emergency pov.rers; 

3) Ignore Congress and the U.S. Courts in order to control every aspect of 

government by executive order through mini-czars appointed by the 

President and \Vho have not been approved by the U .S. Senate nor 

have they sworn a llegiance to the U.S. Constitution. 

~ 
To rid ourselves of this menace we citizens must engage in two separate plans, one fo'.:<llu~('<t• 
Federal government, the other for our Oklahoma state government. 0~ ~ .· . '~""-

Q ~ ~v ., '-"() 
oho~ ..... , , "-

PLAN FOR THE UNITED ST A TES GOVERNMENT «"f OA-- ' · . ,. 

A) Repeal Obama care ent irely or force it to fail by eliminating funding. 

B) Introduce legis lation or litigation to terminate all appointments of 

mini -czars not approved by the U.S. Senate to include termination of 

salaries, perks and retirement benefits. The mini-czars are our President's 

attempt to ci rcumvent our Congress and Courts. 

C) Introduce impeachment proceedings against the U.S. Attorney 

General for selective enforcement of our lavvs to include ,but not limited 

to, defense of our borders . 

D) Introduce impeaclm1ent proceedings against President Obama for 

violating the clear authorities and limitations of his office as Chief 

Executive and intentionally violating our citizen's rights and guarantees 

under the Bill of Rights. 
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PLAN FOR THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

Introduce a bill in the Oklahoma legislature as follows. 

The citizens of Oklahoma wish to reassert and reaffim1 the following: 

That Oklahoma is a sovereign and independent state. We have 

our own Constitution, Legislature, Laws, Comis, Chief Executive, 

and National Guard. 

As a member state of a Republic we acknowledge our national 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. We further acknowledge that 

where certain limited authorities were voluntarily delivered to 

the national government these authorities will ovenide conflicting 

state Jaws. However; these authorities are limited and cannot 

be expanded without amendment to our Constitution. 

Further, citizens of Oklahoma acknowledge the Bill of Rights which 
are guarantees that the National government will not overreach 
our citizen's rights. 

As citizens of a sovereign state, Oklahoma, we look to the U.S. 
Supreme Court to see that the Congress and Executive branches 
of our national government do not oveneach their specific and 
limited authorities and that our guarantees under the Bill of Rights 
are never voided or side stepped. 

The citizens of Oklahoma respectfully invite the other fo1ty nine sovereign states of our 
Republic to introduce similar legislation in their respective states to reaffirm our rights 
under the Tenth Amendment. 

Respectfully, 

lh,~:'fa~ 
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·cystic 
Fibrosis 
Foundation 

... adding tomorrows every day. ---------------- --- ---------------

February 16, 2011 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor 
Office of the Governor 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City OK 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin 

RECEIVE[ ! 

FEB 2 5 2011 

OFFICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

On behalf of people in Oklahoma living with cystic fibrosis, we urge you to support strong funding 
for health care and Medicaid in the 2012 budget. Families and individuals with cystic fibrosis (CF) 
rely on these vital programs to afford the medical care that they need to survive. 

Cystic fibrosis is an inherited, life-threatening disease that affects the lungs and digestive systems 
of about 30,000 children and adults in the United States. Just 50 years ago, people with cystic 
fibrosis rarely lived to attend grade school. Today, thanks to medical research aud new treatments, 
people are now living into their 30s, 40s and beyond. While research and advanced therapies have 
made significant progress in improving the quality and length of life, people with cystic fibrosis 
depend on specialized care to stay alive and healthy. 

Nationwide statistics show that people with CF ages 18-30 are sicker and have greater difficulty 
obtaining care than any other age group. While the median age of survival has grown dramatically 
in recent decades, fifty percent of young adults with the disease still die before the age of 26. 
Access to care for these young adults can improve and lengthen their lives and help them remain 
contributing members of society. 

Cystic fibrosis is an expensive di sease - patients typically have medical costs of around 
$74,000 per year for adults, 15 times greater the medical costs of the average person. People with 
the disease require longer and more frequent hospital stays aud typically pay more for prescription 
drugs. Because the costs are so high, it is vital that programs that make care affordable continue to 
operate. 

While we understand the budget situation in Oklahoma requires tough choices, maintaining healthy 
and robust funding for health care programs will result in better health outcomes for people with CF 
and will save the state more money in the long run. Without access to care, people with CF will 
likely need more hospitalizations and more expensive treatment regimens resulting in higher costs 
passed on to the state. 

We thank you for your help in preserving the funding for these critical programs and look forward 
to working with you as we continue to add tomorrows every day for people with cystic fibrosis. 

Sincerely, 

Robert J. Beall, PhD Mary B. Dwight 
President and Chief Executive Officer Vice President of Government Affairs 

National Office 
6931 Arlington Road Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
(301) 951 -4422 (800) FIGHT CF (800) 344-4823 Fax: (301) 951-6378 Internet: www.cff.org E-mail: info@cff.org 22298



Governor Fallin, 

tiONC13/\08 
3Hl :JO 381:l:l0 

llOZ 81 83:! 

03/\1383tj 
February 16, 2011 

I have just been made aware that Florida is considering opting out of medicare and medicaid. 
This is what we need from all 50 states. Here is how it would work. The states begin collecting 
the federal medicare and medicaid taxes from the employers, from Florida/Oklahoma 
workers/taxpayers and put that money into their own program. Why should Florida, or any 
state's taxpayers, be required to pay for federal government services they don't use? 

II is lime we stood on the 10th Amendment of the Constitution of the United States and took 
responsibility for ourselves and do these things at the state level. Why should our money go to 
Washington to be filtered through endless bureaucracies and then sent back to us for our "fair 
share"? Can you imagine what the states could do if we weren't paying for huge, extravagant 
office buildings with hundreds of thousands of employees, and the utility bills that go along with 
them? The states have the staff already so payroll should not go up very much. We already 
have the employees filling out paperwork to send to Washington for some high dollar federal 
union employee to look it over and decide we are deserving, or actually just filled out the 
paperwork correctly. Why must we continue to waste our hard earned money only to have it 
filtered another bureaucracy? States could help each other without being shepherded by 
Washington. 

I urge you and your fellow Oklahoma leaders to look very closely and join in. Oklahoma was at 
the vangaurd of the illegal alien issue with H B 1804 and can once again be at the front instead 
of the rear of issues as we have been under the last administration. I hope to see our state 
leading once again in the struggle for our freedom from an overbearing government who refuses 
to accept the will of the people. 

I also heard about Rep. Josh Cockroft, Dist 27, has proposed eliminating the income tax in the 
State of Oklahoma. I don't have all the details yet but understand he has submitted a plan for 
your consideration. I urge you to also take Rep. Cockroft's plan and expedite working out the 
details to make it happen. Texas has long been growing due to their lack of an income tax. II is 
proven fact going back for 50 years or more that lower taxes bring in businesses, factories, and 
people into the area. From what I know of his plan, and at this moment my knowledge is very 
limited, it seems like a winning situation for the taxpayers and legal residents of Oklahoma. I will 
soon know a great deal more about both ideas, Florida's opt-out and Rep. Cockroft's plan. 
When I know more I will be contacting you about these issues again. I appreciate you service to 
the residents of our great state and look forward to working with you to make Oklahoma one of 
the tops states in our nation. 

I am sending copies of this letter to Gov Marry Fallin, At! Gen Scott Pruitt, Sen. Sean Burrage, 
Sen. Brian Bingman, Rep. Marty Quinn, Rep. Chris Steele, Rep. Josh Cockroft, Fla. Gov. Rick 
Scott. 

I submit this in the name of the Most Holy Trinity, in faith, with the responsibility given to me by 
Almighty God to honor His work and not let it die from neglect. 
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:::/26/2011 

:-: To: 

.:- From: 
subj: 

15 :45 

Governor Mn1y Fall!n 
Willfom Mnllcoet 
Nullify Obl\llU\Ct\tel 

Oo\•emor F11Uin 

Stop Fallin from foic:intJ this trash en us! 

To: (405)521-3353 

The C-Omtitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is Wtconatitutionall 

Please support the pessage of a Fedel'lll Health care Nullification Act in oar state lcaislarure In 2011 •to render null and 
void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the United States, taki~ control ovor the health care and 
health insurance industries .... " 

As of Jnn. 29, 2011 1 at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), Mr (SBl61), \VY (HB0035), OR {SB498), 
lN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID (HBl 17), NH (HB26), SD (HBI 16.5), and ND (SD2309). On 
Feb. 16 the Jdnho Hou~ passed Its HBI 17. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Caro Nullifioation Act for State Legislatures" at http://bit.ly/aA3rnF'f 

For baokgroW"ld on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/o9NpB 
Sincerely, 

D 111 
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PL.IEILIC: 
Dear Editor: Another young man who has 
Affordable Care Act ls Im· recently been able to be on his 

proving lives for our families! parents Insurance has come 
When my grandson was down with Cancer. He was in 

14 he had kidney stones and college and had no insurance 
was in the hospital overnight but once the Health Care Re
passlng the stones. It was a form came into effect, his par
traumatlc experience to both ents put him on theirs and can 
him and his parents. But most keep him on their Insurance 
traumatic was that their lnsm' until age 26. He was always 
ance company dropped him healthy, played sports and was 
from their insurance because never sick. Now he has Cancer! 
he was a high risk! He is now Hisparentsare1'HANKFULfor 
20 and until last year heha!,l.110 this health reform bill that will 
insurance coverage and could. help them pay for his treat· 
not get any from any Insur- ments and care. 
ance companies because they ThlsHealthReformBillison 
considered him a high risk! the ,side of the people, not the 

Notuntilthispastyearwhen 11\Surance companies. That Is 
the Health Care Reform provid· 'why it is being fought so ada· 
ed parents the choice of provid- mantly. 
ing health coverage for a child All of these benefits plus 
after they finished school did more is the reason we fought 
he finally get i11Surance again. so hard to reform_i_lls""'lll<;<' 
It is shameful that they cherry 
pick only the healthy children agencies in the first plac~. And· their Bl'.J!91AL GOVEl<NMENT HEAUl;J! .· 
and adults to provide health that ls why we can't stand by CARE lljs!i~~l!OJI \V~ICH Pn6YlllllS' 
insurance. A couple months while the other side tries to . Tll!lll ?!HE'-Q&NE!;'l'('S 'l'l!fW WANT 'Ill 1 
ago he had another spell in tear It down, exposing millions ·DENY ~1<M:NS.i:. :> . . . ·. ·.· 
which he went to the hospital of Americans once again to . This Ill ot\Jyfalt; Let thent ' 
forcareandthankgoodnesshe-- the whims of the Insurance try llnd find htsuran9e,on': 
had Insurance. ms parents put industry. theirOWll.wlth thelrpre-elililiV'. 
him on their policy asthe New Republicans in Congress lniicm11:!1tio)l!!,discl'illl)11atlol111: 
Health Reform allowed. want to unravel the law that againStclilldren,))9l'nwlthdl&-' 

Insurance companies dis· holds insurance companies . ablllti~d~llll!lisl¢1Uihil· 
criminate and deny coverage in check, allowing Insurance. dien,eWJ1n<ljjoodJUclMi!fiflll! 
to those who need It the most companies to once again deny then, and ofily then, will they 
and refuse to provide cover· coveragetochild1·e11withexist- seewhatAitretle«1111a~faclng 
age to children who are born Ing conditions, cancel coverage and care abi>ut HUMANITY. 
with disabilities as well. They when people get sick, and limit:, ' 

0-,l,~?ti\lill'!!ilti!Jilll!!:Cll; 
are the ones who are provid· the amount of care you can~~. ~--=.=::::::i~_::._...c_ 
Ing the "Death Panels." These get-even if you need it. · 
iajustices have been corrected · And, by rolling back the Af· 
and changed through this new fordable Health Care llefol'ln, 
REFOHM BILL. Republicans are adding a tril· 

Two years ago we had a lion dollars to the deficit. '!'his,, 
:;l:;oc friend who came down is verified by the non-partisanil 
with Cancer and the hospital CBO. 
said .her lifetime limit on her Republicans-enough play-
insurance policy was one mil· ing political games! These are , 
lion dollars. That was all the people's lives you are destroy- ·I 
insurance company would pay Ing. Don't you care? 
for her lifetime! The Financial . I suggest that Republicans 
Dept. told her that her bills who refuse Americans health 
would far exceed this limited care reform should be R>;>'USED 

lifetime policy. They told her ---·--
to get ready to lose everything 
they have worlced so hard ·ror, 
house, business, everything to 
pay for these bills they will in· 
cur. They both have good jobs 
and have worked ha1'd to have 
a nice home and are still raising 
their children. With the New 
Health RefOrm they are now 
free from the feat· of losing ev-
erything since there are NOW 
NO LIFETIME LIMITS. 
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:::/10/2011 11:25 

:-:To: Governor Mary Fallin 

')From: Harvey Nichols 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

Its time this State and others stand up to the Powers in Washington and put a stop to the 
power,money hungary Socialist thats trying to destroy this great Nation.Obamaoare is already 
driveing up the cost of Doctors care and Familys on fixed income cannot afford to see a 
Doctor,i know because we are one of those familys. 
Our State must stand up and be among the first to fight this Government intrusion into our lives 
for good.Stop this and the Federal Government will not want to ,force our State to do anything 
else. 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObainaCare is 
unconstitutional I 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK. ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Caro Nullification Aot for State Legislatures" at 
hnp://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: 11The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Recono!liation Act of 201 O" 
(Publio Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State.11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affi.rm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Aots. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

We must act swiftly before these people completely destroy our health care industry. 

Sincerely, 

D 1/2 
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liillili 
Jay, OK, 74346 
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I •110/2011 11:34 

~To: Governor Mary Fallin 

:::From: DJ Gall 

To: (405)521 - 3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health cai:e. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking contl'ol over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB003.5), OR (SB498), IN (SB.50.5), ME (LD58), NE (LB.515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HBS9), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Caro Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Publio Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its trne meaning and intent as given by 1he Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of110 effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firerums laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FFA), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

DJ Gall 

Owasso, OK, 74055 

D 111 
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:-:1101201 1 11:34 

:::To: Governor Mary Fallin 

:::From: Larry Peres 

To : (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor FaUin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health oare. ObarnaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
20 l l "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of tho 
United States, tnking control over the health care and health insurance industries ... . " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (88498), IN (SB505), ME (LD.58), NE (LBS 15), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: 11The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 11 1·l48) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 20 l O" 
(Publio Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, aud are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not bo recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by trus 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real JD, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fiream1s Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the govemor has sigi1ed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/o9NpB 

Sincerely, 

Larcy Peres 

Broken Arrow, OK, 74012 

D 11 1 
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::;11012011 11:35 

:;(To: Governor Mary Fallin 

-:-From: Donald Montgomery 

To: (405)521- 3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! HB 1276 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to l'egulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nu11iflcation Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, talcing control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505)> ME (LD58), NE (LB5 15), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: 'The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 20 IO" 
(Publio Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recogllized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affirm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireaims Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http ://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

iilliiiiiill 
Oklahoma City, OK, 73110 

D 111 
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:::/10/2011 11:36 

:-:To: Governor Mary Fallin 

-:;.From: Adrian Vat1 Manen 

To: (405)521-3 353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 11to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

AF. of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE {LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165)~ and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullificati.ort act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal Jaws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Public Law L 11-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are speoifioally rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affitm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (k11own as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Acts. 

For background 011 nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

Adrian Van Manen 

Oklahoma City, OK, 73106 

D 111 
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:::/10/2011 11:36 

::;To: Governor Mary Fallin 

... From: DeWayneNorton 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health oare. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional Jaws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Cru·e Nullification Act for State Legislatutes" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection a11d Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 20 l 0" 
(Publio Law 111-15 2) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered nu JI and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affitm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firerums laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

'Vayne, OK, 73095 

D 111 
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:--=11012011 11:37 

:::To: Governor Mary Fallin 

~=From: Russell Smith 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

I am looking forward to great things from Oklahoma state govenunent as we return to 
corrunon-sense, constitutional principles. 

I am glad that Oklahhoma is helping take lead in stopping the unconstitutional usurpation of 
the Federal government. As you are aware, the Constitution does not empower Congress to 
regulate health care. ObamaCare is unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB5 l 5), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares tha.t the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010" 
(Public Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State. 11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearn1s laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firea1ms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Thank you for your attention to this. I intend to be at the opening session of the legislature on 
Monday, February 7, to deliver this message in person. 

Sincerely, 

Russell Smith 

Poteau1 OK, 74953 

IJ 1/1 
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I •/10/2011 11: 3? 

~To: Governor Mary Fallin 

:::From: Robert Wasilewski 

To : (405)521-3353 

Subj : Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

Greetings sir or madam. 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional I 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of tho 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

As of Ja.n. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State ~gislatures11 at 
hnp://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature ofthe State of 
declares that the federal laws knov,rn as the 11Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010" 
(Public Law 111 4 152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declnred to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have intl'oduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affirm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, ru1d 
used intrastate (known as Fireanus Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullifioation: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

With respect and regards, 

Sincerely, 

Robert Wasilewski 

Noble, OK, 73068 

D 111 
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:i-:11012011 11:38 

-:-To: Governor Mary Fallin 

To : (405)521-3353 

gFrom: Gail Stice • Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by t11e Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3ntFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 20 l O" 
(Public Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State. 11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullifioation-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affom the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fircaims laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 
Sincerely, 

Gail Stice 

Westville, OK, 74965 

rt 1/1 
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::;11012011 11:33 

1J'f To: Governor Mary Fallin 
I a 
~From: Anita K. Wilson 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

Thank for listening to the voters of Oklahoma when we overwhelmingly said yes to State 
Question 756. And for taking the fu1ther step to enforce our rights in the Constitution. I pray 
more states will follow our example. 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBt 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the 11Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: 11The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the 11Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Public Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State.11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
atfum the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (kno·wn as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the govemor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Thank you again. I will be watching nnd praying for each servant in the Oklahoma government 
to be just that a servant first. We must get our own house in order or we have no chance of 
holding the federal government at bay! 

Sincerely. 

Anita K. Wilson 

Claremore, OK, 74017 

D 111 
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I •1 1012011 11:33 

~To: Governor Mary Fallin 

::.From: Lee Nye 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCatel 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laY..'S enacted by the Congress of the 
United States. taking control over the health care and health insurance industries ... . " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
\VY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullifioation Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that t11e federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Publio Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, .._ 
Oklahoma City, OK, 73112 

D 111 
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I •110/2011 11:32 

:;:To: Governor Macy Fallin 

:::From: Tim Baxter 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health oare. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional I 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taldng control over tl1e health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, JN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Road ilie "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures11 at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: 11The Legisl~ture of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010'' 
(Publio Law 111-152), signed by President Baraok Obama on Mn.rch 23 and 30, 20 I 0, arc not 
authorized by ilie Constitution of tho United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers. and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State. 11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affitm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireatms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fil'eanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurartce. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the goventor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For baokground on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/o9NpB 

Please support HB1276. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Baxter -Poteau, OK, 74953 

[) 1/ 1 
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... /10/2011 11:29 

:::To: Oovemor Mary Fallin 

:::From: Stephen H Schaefer 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Governor Fallin 

I am a voter and a retired disabled American veteran. 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over tho health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that it1dividuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State L¢gislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 

- --- deolares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act11 (Publio Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall nol 
be recogruzed by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affim1 the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal ma11date to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Acts. 

For baokground on nuJlifica.tion: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Thank you in advance for protecting our country. 

Sincerely, 

Lawton. OK. 73 502 

D 111!IU 
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~
/10/2011 11: 29 

•To: Governor Mary Fallin 

From: Charlie Meadows 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

Dear elected officials, this ls a very important issue to me and many other Oklahomans 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstirutional I 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render nuH and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and healU1 insurance industries ... . " 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read tho "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
_Oklahoma declares that tho federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act" (Publio Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of2010" (Publio Law 111-152) ... aro not authorized by the Constitution of 
the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as given by t.he Founders and Ratifiers, 
and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are 
specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this 
State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affirm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns martufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states havo passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Our bill in Oklahoma for imllificatiort is HB 1276. Please give it you up-most support. 

Sincerely, 

., . ~· ~ ·· · s 

•' 044 
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... /10/2011 11:30 ... 
:-:To: Governor Mary Falli11 

~From : (s) James F. Leahy 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Governor Fallin 

To: (405)521-3353 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insumnce under tlu·eat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that t11e federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-1 48) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Publio Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on MRroh 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the govemor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/o9NpB 

Sincerely, --ahy 
Tulsa, OK, 74114 

D 111 
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:::/10/ 2011 11 :30 

:-:To: Governor Mary Fallin 

;:;From: Louis Anderson 

To : (405) 521-3353 

Subj : Nullify Oba.tnaCarel 

Governor Fatlin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purohase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, JN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010" 
(Publio Law 111~152), signed by President Banek Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
au1horized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
givon by the Founders and Ratifiers, and ru·e hereby declared to bo invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fil'eanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireanns Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Along with this action, I also reconunend nullification of and iriterposition from all 
unconstitutional federal laws and a revitalization of the Oklahoma state militia to ensure the 
effectiveness of the nullification/interposition process. 

Sincerely, 

Louis Anderson 

Lawton, OK, 73507 

Cl 1/1 
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I •110/2011 11:31 

§ To: Governor Mary Fallin 
... From: Benjamin Sweet 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

Tho Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 11to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking oontrol over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read tho "Model Federal HeRlth Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws knov.n as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111·148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of20l0" 
(Publio Law 111-152). signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by tho Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this Stato, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent yoa.rs dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireaims F1·eedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For baokground on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/o9NpD 

Sincerely, 

.... 
Edmond, OK, 73013 

Cl 1/1 
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... /10/2011 11:31 To: (405)521-3353 
I • 

:::To: Governor Mary Fallin 

-)iFrom: Mr. & Mrs. Jim Goodman 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor FalJin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObnmnCare is 
unconstitutional I 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 ''to render null and void certain unconstitutional la\vs enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... " 

AB of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB.505), ME (LD.58), NE (LB.515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws knO\'r'n as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 11 1-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Publio Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically l'ejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 

affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fiream1s Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthoare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and tlte governor has sigi1ed) Fiream1s Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit. ly/c9NpB 

Please let me know your stand on this matter. Thank You I 

Sincerely, 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Goodman 

Edmond, OK, 73013 

D 1/1 

22320



:::/10/2011 11:26 To : (405)521-3353 

~To: Governor Mary Fallin 

... From: Andre Kulisz, PhD, ND(US), DNM(EU), ACN 

Subj: Nullify Obama Care I 

Governor Fallin 

I was bom during Hitler reign and later lived under Communism. None of those systems 
produced bills ag oppressive as ObamaCare bills. 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 11to render null and void ce1tain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, talcing control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandatirtg 
that individuals purchase h~alth insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX. MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declal'es: "The Legislature of tho State of 
Oklahoma declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 201 O" 
(Public Law 111-1.52), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireru.ms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
hnp:/lbit.ly/c9NpB 

Should you have any questions and, perhaps, have me testify to make this nullifioation happen, 
do not hesitate to contact me at 918-398-0252 or email me at drakulisz@kulisz.com. 

Sincerely, 

S), DNM(EU), ACN 

D 111 
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~
/1012011 11 :27 

To: Govemor Mary Fallin 

1 From: Jimmy Carman 

To : (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallin 

· The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, tal<ing control over the health care and health insurance industries .... 11 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB161), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (IIB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Caro Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provisi011 of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act'' (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" 
(Public Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning and intent as given by tho Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not bo recognized by this State, are specifioally rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real JD, 
afthm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold. and 
used intrastate (known as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed ( a11d the govemor has signed) Firearms Freedon1 Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
h~p://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

..... 
Yale, OK, 74085 

D 111 
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~
/10/2011 11:27 

To: Governor Mary Fallin 

From: Stephen B. Brooks 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify Obama Care! 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. Obama.Care is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 11to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries .... 11 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least 12 states have introduced such bills: TX (HB297), MT (SB 161 ), 
WY (HB0035), OR (SB498), IN (SB505), ME (LD58), NE (LB515), OK (HB1276), ID 
(HB59), NH (HB26), SD (HBl 165), and ND (SB2309). 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http:/ /bit.ly/ aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal la\vs known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 201 O'' 
(Public Law 111-152) ... are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate 
its true meaning nnd intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hel'eby declared to 
be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this 
State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this State. 11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affitm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FFA), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Mimy states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/o9NpB 

The United States has a rich and vitally impo11ant history regarding the use of nullification. 
Beginning with Madison and Jefferson writing the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions against 
the.unconstitutional Alien and Sedition Act, through the pre-Civil War nutlification of the 
Federal Fugitive Slave Act, to more modem issues of medical marijuana, fireann laws, and 
Real ID. Please do your Constitutional duty and stand film against an over-reaching, tyrranical 
Federal Government. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
~ 

D 111 
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~
/10/2011 11:24 

To: Governor Mary Fallin 

From: Fait Grantham 

To: C405)521~-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Govemor Fallin 

STOP THE MADNESS, NOW I 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional I 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullifioation Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking oontrol over tho health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that itidividuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME. NE, OK. ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State LegMatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 

- ---declares that the federal laws known as the 11Patient Protection and Affordable Cnre 
Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 201011 

(Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affim1 the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.1 y/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

Fait Grantham 

Oklahoma City, OK, 73172 

D 111 
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~
/10/2011 11:24 

To: Governor Mary Fallin 

From: Laurie Murray 

To : (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Governor Fallin 

This needs to be stopped, we are not Socialist. 

The Con!>1itution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObrunaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional lav.-s enacted by the Congress of tho 
United States, taking control over the health care and hea!U1 insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK. ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit. ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws knoY..n as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010" 
(Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, arc not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by tliis State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent yeru-s dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affinn the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal inru1date to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Firerums Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Plz support nullification, or we the people will find somebody that will. 

Sincerely, 

Laurie Murray 

Oklahoma City, OK. 73132 

D 111 
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:-:11012011 11:28 

::;To: Governor Mary Fallin 

... From: Suzanne Waters 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCare! 

Governor Fallit1 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health care. ObamaCare is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
2011 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

A~ of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NE, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
OK declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act11 (Public Law 111-148) attd the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010" (P1.1blio Law 111-152), signed by President Baraok Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, 
are not authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and 
intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby deola.red to be invalid in this State, 
shall not be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be 
considered null and void and of no effect in this State. 11 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affum the Tenth Amendment, reject federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Firearms Freedom Acts or FFA), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireamts Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
hrtp://bitJy/o9NpB 

Sincerely, 

Suzanne Waters 

Norman, OK, 73072 

Cl 1/1 
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:--:/7/2011 12: 17 

::;To: Governor Mary Fallin 

:::From: William Malicoat 

To: (405)521-3353 

Subj: Nullify ObamaCarel 

Governor Fallin 

The Constitution does not empower Congress to regulate health oaro. ObamaCaro is 
unconstitutional! 

Please support the passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act in our state legislature in 
20 l 1 "to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the 
United States, taking control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating 
that individuals purchase health insurance under threat of penalty." 

As of Jan. 29, 2011, at least twelve states have introduced such bills: TX, MT, WY, OR, IN, 
ME, NB, OK, ID, NH, SD, and ND. 

Read the "Model Federal Health Care Nullification Act for State Legislatures" at 
http://bit.ly/aA3mFf 

The key provision of this model nullification act declares: "The Legislature of the State of 
declares that the federal laws kno~n as the "Patient Protection and Affordable Care ----

Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliat.ion Act of2010" 
(Public Law 11 1-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as 
given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not 
be recognized by this State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null 
and void and of no effect in this State." 

In recent years dozens of states have introduced nullification-type legislation to stop Real ID, 
affirm the Tenth Amendment, reject federal fireanns laws for guns manufactm·ed, sold, and 
used intrastate (known as Fireanns Freedom Acts or FF A), and reject a federal mandate to buy 
healthcare insurance. Many states have passed these bills. For example seven states have 
already passed (and the governor has signed) Fireamts Freedom Acts. 

For background on nullification: 
http://bit.ly/c9NpB 

Sincerely, 

\Villiam Malicoat 

Mountain Park, OK, 73.5.59 

D 1/1 
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Introduction 

 

 The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was jointly created by Senate President Pro 

Tempore Brian Bingman and House Speaker Kris Steele near the conclusion of the 2011 legislative 

session.  The Joint Committee was tasked with studying how recent changes to health care and health 

insurance laws enacted through the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act would affect 

Oklahomans.  At the direction of the co-chairs, Senator Gary Stanislawski and Representative Glen 

Mulready, the Joint Committee convened in both Oklahoma City and Tulsa for a total of five public 

meetings spanning September, October, and November 2011.   

The Joint Committee heard from over two dozen presenters from both the public and private 

sector who provided their input on the potential effects of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act.  Many of the presentations from the public meetings may be found at the Joint Committee’s 

website, www.okhealthcare.info.  Additionally, a list of presenters may be found in the Joint 

Committee’s meeting notices, which are included in the appendix.  This report is intended to provide 

members of the public with a synopsis of the major findings presented by the speakers, as well as 

provide recommendations for Oklahomans and Oklahoma policymakers in addressing the recent 

changes to federal health care and health insurance laws. 
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Findings 

 

The following findings were presented to the members of the Joint Committee on Federal 

Health Law. 

 

Public Health Care 

• Health behaviors are the largest contributing factor to overall health and premature death.  The 

top three leading causes of death in Oklahoma are cardiovascular disease, cancer, and chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  

• The leading health behaviors and risk conditions include adult obesity, tobacco use, physical 

inactivity, and low fruit and vegetable consumption.  

• Oklahoma Medicaid has the lowest error rate in the US after a five-year effort led by the 

Legislature.  

• Recent reforms within the Oklahoma Medicaid program include the Patient-Centered Medical 

Home, where Oklahoma Medicaid’s program serves as a national model.  

• In 2009, 18 percent of Oklahoma’s population was uninsured, which is equal to 658,862 

Oklahomans. 

• Insure Oklahoma is a public-private partnership and model program that provides coverage to 

31,465 uninsured Oklahomans who are not eligible for Medicaid coverage.  

• Approximately 20 percent of Oklahomans are currently on Medicaid, with a total per member 

cost of $4,595. 
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• Under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), it is estimated that an 

additional 200,000 Oklahomans would be eligible for the Medicaid program in 2014, with an 

additional 50,000 Oklahomans who were previously eligible for the program expected to 

“come out of the woodwork” and enroll.  This would result in an additional annual cost of 

$41.6 million to the state.  Using the Congressional Budget Office’s standard participation rate, 

however, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) estimates that only 57 percent of 

eligible people will actually sign up for the program in 2014, which would be an additional 

annual cost of $23.8 million to the state.  

 

Private Health Care 

• Approximately 81 percent of the population under age 65 has some form of either private or 

public coverage, and nearly all Oklahomans over age 65 have some form of federal or 

employer-sponsored coverage. 

• Oklahoma has 38 insurance mandates, ranking it 21st in the nation (from lowest to highest). 

• Currently, three companies write 78 percent of the individual market in Oklahoma, and 

three companies write 70 percent of the small group market in Oklahoma. 

• There is a concern that the 3-to-1 age band mandate under PPACA, which requires 

premiums for the oldest person in the pool to be no more than three times higher than the 

youngest person in the pool, will disrupt the market and substantially increase premiums for 

younger people.  Most states currently have an age band of 5-to-1.  
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• The 3-to-1 age banding provisions under PPACA have the potential to drive younger 

consumers to pay the penalty in lieu of participating in mandated insurance plans, thus 

keeping them out of the risk pool. 

• For one insurance company, over 80 percent of the customers in the individual market 

currently purchase insurance that is below the mandated minimum level of coverage under 

PPACA.  Therefore, premiums are expected to grow substantially due to PPACA mandates. 

• By 2014, all plans will be required to cover preventive women’s health and well-being, 

including all contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures approved by the federal 

Food and Drug Administration, without any cost sharing. 

• PPACA is mostly about insurance reform and coverage and less about health care delivery 

reform. 

• Patients with insurance have better access to physicians and can avoid shifting the cost of 

care to commercial payers. 

• Approximately 70 percent of the people in hospitals today are there as a direct result of 

their own behaviors, such as smoking, diet and obesity, and lack of exercise.  Oklahoma 

ranks 48th in the nation for smoking and 46th in the nation for diet and obesity (from lowest 

prevalence to highest prevalence). 

• Hospitals in Oklahoma will lose over $2.6 billion over the next ten years to help pay for 

PPACA. 

• Rural hospitals will gain $30 million over the next two years under PPACA. 
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• Doctors see approximately 4,000 patients per year.  Each patient sees their physician 

approximately twice per year.  Therefore, if Oklahoma adds 250,000 new Medicaid 

recipients, 125 new doctors would be needed.  Oklahoma already has a doctor shortage and 

is ranked 49th in the nation in the number of primary care physicians per capita. 

 

Legal and Constitutional Issues 

• A recent amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution  provides individuals with the right to 

be free from being compelled to buy health insurance. The PPACA’s individual mandate is 

in direct conflict with Oklahoma’s new amendment. However, the supremacy clause of the 

United States Constitution requires that, if state and federal law conflict, the state law must 

yield, provided that the federal law is constitutional.  

• More than 25 states, including Oklahoma, have challenged the PPACA’s individual 

mandate as being unconstitutional.  The United States Supreme Court is expected to hear 

arguments in one of those cases in March 2012, and an opinion should be rendered by July 

2012.  

• The exchanges created by PPACA have not been challenged by any of the lawsuits. 

• In addition to utilizing judicial review as a challenge to federal oppression, the Joint 

Committee also addressed the issue of whether there may be some sort of nullification of 

the federal health care law.  

• The concept of nullification provides that states can use their state powers to not 

corroborate.  In the end, however, it is likely that states will still be subject to the provisions 

of PPACA even if they engage in potential nullification efforts.  
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Tribal Issues 

• The American Indian population in Oklahoma is 415,371. 

• There is no cost sharing allowed for American Indians enrolled in an exchange with an 

income less than or equal to 300 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. 

• The tribes would like to designate all Urban Indian Health Programs, also referred to as 

I/T/U’s, as Qualified Health Providers under PPACA. 

 

 

A Look at the States 

• Six states have returned federal PPACA grant money: Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, New 

Hampshire, Oklahoma and Wisconsin. 

• Massachusetts developed a Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector Authority in 2006 

with a board charged with implementing the exchange and establishing procedures for 

selecting and approving private plans to be offered in the Connector.  Massachusetts has the 

highest rate of insured residents and already has in place many of the laws now required by 

PPACA. 

• Utah also has the Utah Health Exchange that is administered and facilitated by the Office of 

Consumer Health Services, an existing state agency.  Utah’s exchange, however, is not 

PPACA-compliant. 
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• Ten states have enacted legislation relating to exchanges, and three states, Florida, 

Louisiana and Texas, have stated that they will go the federal exchange route.  Florida, 

however, has recently established a non-compliant small business exchange. 

• There are three models of health exchanges: 

o State exchange: state assumes responsibility for compliance and certification. 

o Partnership exchange: some of the functions would be retained by the state. 

o Federal exchange: the state is not involved in the operation of the exchange. 

• Within state exchanges, there are several options: 

o State governmental agency (may be existing or independent public agency) 

o Non-profit organization 

o Contract with other eligible entities to carry out functions 

o Governing body 

o State regulated insurers in the exchange 

• Some states do not want to enforce the individual mandate or the tax credits and want the 

federal government to handle those areas. 

• With a federal exchange, the state loses control of the: 

o Outreach to consumers 

o Navigator selection 

• The opinion of one presenter was that April 2012 is the latest a state could wait to decide on 

what path to take regarding an exchange before the federal government will start moving in 

to a state to set up an exchange. 
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• In addition, it is believed that if a state does not cooperate with the federal government in 

the establishment of an exchange, the federal government will design an enforcement 

strategy to force compliance. 

 

Individual/Medicaid Exchange and Small Business Exchange 

• If Oklahoma is not deemed exchange-ready by January 1, 2013, the federal government 

will establish a federally operated exchange in the state. 

• If the federal government establishes the exchange, Oklahoma will lose regulatory authority 

over the plans sold on the exchange, including the authority to certify the Qualified Health 

Plans.  In addition, the state would lose the ability to determine the role of navigators. 

• State-Run Exchanges: 

o For a state-run exchange to be deemed in compliance with federal requirements, it must 

be able to do the following: 

 Eligibility and Enrollment: Web portal to shop, select and purchase plan; 

determine eligibility and apply premium tax credits; interoperability with public 

programs. 

 Consumer Assistance: Call center and grievance procedure; determine the role 

of navigators. 

 Planning and Governance: Public stakeholder engagement; authorize governing 

entity; establish conflict of interest procedures. 
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• One presenter believes that Oklahoma’s share of Medicaid spending between 2014 and 

2019 will increase from $212 million to $789 million. 

• The federal version of an exchange is a medical welfare program, not health care. 

• Since the states regulate insurance, they could offer, not require, a Small Business 

Exchange with the following benefits: 

o A Defined Contribution Model, which helps businesses control their costs. 

o The employee picks the coverage, therefore the individual controls choices. 

o Improved quality of insurance since the employee picks the company and can change 

the following year. 

o Allows companies to contribute even for part-time employees at reduced contribution 

levels.  This allows more people to become insured in the private marketplace. 

o Could allow a Section 125 plan so the employees could have extra pre-tax money 

withheld from their paychecks to allow them to choose the plan best suited for their 

families. 

• If the federal government imposes an exchange on the state, economic incentives in the 

marketplace would drive employers to eliminate health insurance coverage for workers.  

This would result in lower-income individuals using the federal exchange and more affluent 

individuals buying individual insurance. 

• PPACA requires every health insurance exchange to have a Navigator Program to facilitate 

health plan enrollment.  Navigators could be required to have the same education and 

training as current agents. 
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• Agents and brokers are permitted to serve as Navigators under the new law, but the 

language stipulates a compensation method that conflicts with traditional agent 

compensation structures. 

• Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma (IIAO) does not support the federal health care 

plan or the need for a health insurance exchange; however, IIAO feels strongly that 

Oklahoma should have an exchange in place by January 1, 2014, so the federal government 

will not impose its plan on Oklahoma. 

• IIAO believes that certain elements should be contained in any plan: 

o Governance of the plan should have a representative from insurance agents. 

o Any person selling, enrolling, contacting persons, etc. must be subject to all provisions 

of the Oklahoma Producer Licensing Act, including any person serving as a Navigator. 

o Any plan must include a plan to compensate agents for the service they provide.  The 

Utah approach is recommended. 

• There should be a registration process for agents to access the exchange 

• There should be provisions for competitive exchanges and the system should not only allow 

a state-based exchange. 

• Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of America (IIABA) strongly encourages states 

to establish their own exchanges using the free market approach.  The preferable approach 

would be to include every qualified plan possible on the state exchange. 
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• If the state does not establish an exchange, the state would lose control of defining the role 

of agents and brokers.  In addition, the federal government could limit the number of 

insurance companies. 

• IIABA urges states to provide information on agents and brokers to consumers on the 

exchange website. 

• IIABA feels that anyone selling, soliciting, or negotiating insurance in an exchange should 

be duly licensed, complete all requisite continuing education requirements, and have 

obtained Errors and Omissions coverage.  These licensing laws and other requirements 

should also apply to Navigators. 

• The Joint Committee also heard from two exchange providers that demonstrated how an 

exchange would function with minimal up-front costs.  One of the providers is setting up an 

exchange in Maryland, while the other provider is establishing a free market exchange in 

Florida. 

 

Health Information Exchange 

• MyHealth Access Network is a consortium of organizations which have come together to 

improve the health and quality of life for persons in the Tulsa area through the 

establishment of a Health Information Exchange in the greater Tulsa area.  This program 

links more than 1,600 providers and their patients in a community-wide health information 

system that will help them better monitor and improve care. 
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• A Health Information Exchange provides immediate benefits and greater cost savings.  The 

value of the Health Information Exchange in Tulsa is that it is a community-controlled 

system. 

• One of the goals of Health Information Exchanges is to establish patient-centered medical 

homes. 

 

Senator Tom Coburn 

The Joint Committee also asked Dr. Coburn, U.S. Senator to Oklahoma, to present to the Joint 

Committee.  Although he was unable to attend a meeting, he did meet with the co-chairs of the Joint 

Committee and provided the following recommendation based upon his knowledge of the PPACA: 

“Dr. Coburn supports state-based efforts to create free-market, voluntary health 

insurance exchanges that encourage transparency, consumer choice, and individual 

control.  States should be able to use state dollars to pursue innovative strategies to 

better equip consumers with information about their health coverage choices.  In this 

model, consumers can compare plans via the Internet or a toll free number, so they can 

choose a plan tailored to their individual needs.  In this way, state-based exchanges can 

help facilitate the purchase of private health insurance based on price and quality. 

The kind of market-based solution Dr. Coburn supports looks a lot like Utah’s 

market-based health exchange.  It does NOT resemble Massachusetts’ heavily-

regulated, state-level bureaucracy, or the federally-mandated exchanges required by the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) – both of which are built 

around an individual mandate and price controls on private health insurance that 
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increase the cost of health insurance for consumers.  The main problem with health 

insurance is that it costs too much – but the changes in Massachusetts and Obamacare 

have been proven to simply increase the cost of coverage, while failing to improve 

access.   

Dr. Coburn supports states using state dollars to tackle the challenges of their 

own population.  He does not think that any state involved in a lawsuit against 

Obamacare should use Administration grant dollars to set up an exchange – regardless 

of whether that exchange looks more like Utah’s model or Obamacare’s model.  He is 

glad that Oklahoma has filed a lawsuit against Obamacare and will continue to do 

everything he can at a federal level to overturn this unconstitutional $2.6 trillion law 

that fails to fix what is broken in our health care system.” 
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Recommendations of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law 

 

We believe our recommendations should encourage personal responsibility and enrollment in 

private market coverage over entitlement programs.  They should also preserve individual liberty.  In 

addition, the Joint Committee on Federal Health Law’s goal is to improve availability, accessibility, 

and affordability of health care.   

 

Public Health 

We must continue to educate our citizens on the price we pay as a society for our poor lifestyle 

decisions.  We must focus on the youth of our state to have any kind of long term impact.  Physical and 

health education must be taught in schools with an emphasis on obesity, smoking, and heart health.  

We must also encourage more collaboration between the public and non-profit sectors that are already 

working in this area.  

  We must do all that we reasonably can to ensure that Oklahoma taxpayer dollars used for 

public health care are used wisely.  Should the federal health care law stand, we are staring at a major 

expansion of our Medicaid population.  This makes it even more critical for us to closely monitor the 

use of these dollars.  Increased incentives for non-smokers, penalties for regular but unnecessary 

emergency room visits, drug testing and treatment, as well as strict auditing of enrollees, are some 

areas for focus.  Some other recommended ideas for cost savings include increased copayments, 

limited name brand prescription drugs, and additional managed care.  Oklahoma had some experience 

with managed care programs over ten years ago.  There are a number of states moving in this direction 

to control costs.  We would like to see OHCA try some additional managed care ideas, such as the 

medical home initiative that they are already attempting with some small test groups.  This would 
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allow us to better understand  what works and what does not work with our population and then 

implement these lessons on a broader basis if they are found to be effective.  Another area to be tested 

would be payment for value as opposed to payment for services.  Such a model has the potential to 

reduce overall costs while potentially improving health outcomes for the patients.  We also encourage 

OHCA to increase their fraud division to continue their efforts to fight against crime in this area. 

 

Legal Strategy 

We recommend that the Office of the Attorney General continue to fight PPACA from every 

legal angle.  We understand from our time spent with the Solicitor General that this is currently 

occurring, but we encourage them to continue to pursue every option and ask that they keep the 

Legislature apprised of any progress on our legal challenges.   

Additionally, we would like to have a legal opinion from the Attorney General clarifying what 

was stated by the Solicitor General as well as a constitutional attorney who presented during the Joint 

Committee’s meetings that “nullification” is indeed not a legal option for our state. 

 

Health Insurance Exchanges 

One of the critical decisions for our state is the requirement under PPACA for all states to have 

a health insurance exchange fully operational by January 1, 2014.  If our state chooses not to 

implement our own state-based exchange, then the federal government will begin to implement a 

federal exchange on January 1, 2013.  We are adamantly opposed to a federal health insurance 

exchange being implemented in our state.  We do not believe that the federal government knows our 

citizens best, nor do we believe they have a good track record of doing things efficiently and cost-
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effectively.  We also believe that a PPACA exchange would be heavily regulated, thereby limiting 

choice to only four plans - the Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum plans - and restricting competition.   

In an effort to avoid a federal exchange and to provide better health care for our citizens, we 

recommend that we establish a state-based private marketplace network.  Private industry has not 

implemented this yet, so we believe the state has an obligation to improve health care choices for our 

citizens.  This network would be along the lines of the Utah model for small businesses that pre-dates 

PPACA.  The network would allow all insurance companies to participate (“any willing carrier”) and 

would let the market drive what products are offered through this mechanism. Small businesses would 

not be required to participate, but would have the option for their employees.  This model eases access 

for more insurance companies and encourages competition.  It reduces the number of the uninsured, 

improves the accessibility and affordability of health insurance, and addresses a common problem that 

we have failed to address in our current system: portability.  As one Joint Committee member pointed 

out, “portability is important for many of my constituents.  It would be nice if they were not tethered to 

dead end jobs or lose hope due to health insurance restrictions.  I would like them to be able to 

consider career/job moves that allow them to move up the economic ladder without the loss of 

insurance.”  We believe that our citizens should have the right to select the doctors and hospitals that 

they believe would be best suited for their families.  We also value the defined contribution and 

premium aggregation features.  We would like to see wellness programs being incorporated into the 

options, as well.  Finally, we believe by allowing the employees to choose their own health care plans, 

they will be able to choose the plan that would best meet the needs of their own families.     

In an effort to fend off a federal exchange and to build upon the success of Insure Oklahoma, 

we recommend moving Insure Oklahoma from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to a public trust.  
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Insure Oklahoma is supported by insurers, small employers, hospitals, and doctors.  It is funded by an 

increase in the tobacco tax which was passed by a statewide vote of the people in November 2004. 

Insure Oklahoma has: 

-31,465 Oklahomans enrolled in the program 

-5,109 businesses enrolled in the program 

-20 insurance companies offering coverage 

-56 percent of enrollees were previously uninsured 

 

We believe that by separating Insure Oklahoma from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the 

state Medicaid agency, we can direct more people to private health insurance plans.  In addition, we 

can offer more small business owners the choice to enroll in and begin a defined contribution model 

which, when combined with a cafeteria plan, would allow employees the opportunity to choose their 

own insurance plan using pretax dollars.  Simplifying administrative burdens and establishing 

predictable insurance costs would make small businesses more likely to provide health coverage to 

their employees.     

 

Other recommendations 

We would also recommend that the Legislature establish either a joint health reform committee 

or that each chamber establish its own such committee.  This will enable us to continue to monitor this 

critical issue and be able to respond with legislative recommendations as needed.   

Oklahoma needs to do more to retain doctors in rural settings.  Therefore, we recommend that 

the Legislature place an emphasis on growing our residency programs and encouraging more doctors 

to practice in rural areas of our state. 
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 Regarding Health Information Exchanges, the Joint Committee feels that there should not be a 

system where patients “opt out”, as it is currently structured.  Rather, due to the extremely personal 

information on the exchange, patients should “opt in” to allow their medical records to be placed on an 

exchange. 

We believe that the Oklahoma Insurance Department should request a waiver to exempt 

insurance companies from the 3-to-1 age band and allow a 5-to-1 age band to avoid encouraging 

younger insured persons from dropping out and thereby increasing adverse selection. 

  Due to the significant Native American population and their unique health care systems, we 

recommend consulting the Tribal Nations throughout the process. 

In closing, the Joint Committee agrees with the recent statement from Governor Mitch Daniels 

who said, “Many of us Governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative rescue from this 

impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest there’s a chance of that.  But we can’t count on 

a miracle-that’s only permitted in Washington policy making.  We have no choice but to prepare for 

the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014.” 
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February 22, 2013 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW 
 

SUBJECT:  First Meeting 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, September 14, 2011  
MEETING TIME: 9:00 A.M. 
LOCATION:  House Chamber, State Capitol Building 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agenda: 
 
9:00 am – 11:30 am 
  
1.  Welcome and Introductions 
 
2.  Present State of Health Outcomes and Health Care in Oklahoma 
  Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer, Oklahoma State Department of Health 
  Mike Fogarty, Chief Executive Officer, Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
 
3. PPACA: Description of Mandates, Costs, and Other Implications for the State 

Concerning Public Health 
  Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer, Oklahoma State Department of Health 
 
4.  Medicaid and Accountable Care Organizations 
  Buffy Heater, Director of Planning and Development, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
  Cindy Roberts, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
  Jason Sutton, Policy Impact Director, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs 
     
5. Other Business 

MEETING NOTICE 
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Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair   Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair   
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Senate Staff: 
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February 22, 2013 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW 
 

SUBJECT:  Second Meeting 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 5, 2011  
MEETING TIME: 9:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. 
LOCATION:  Tulsa Technology Center, Riverside Campus 
   801 East 91st Street 
   Tulsa, OK 74132 
   (918) 828-4000 
   Directions to center  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agenda: 
 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
 Review of Current Marketplace 
  Mike Rhoades, Deputy Commissioner, Oklahoma Insurance Department 
 
10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 Impact on Employers 
  Mike Rogers, Health Care Committee Chair for the State Chamber of Commerce 
  Phillip Kennedy, MD, President, Comanche Home Center 
 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 Impact on Insurance Companies 
  Bert Marshall, President, BlueCross/BlueShield of Oklahoma 
  Richard Todd, CEO, Community Care 
 
 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
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1:30 pm – 2:30 pm 
 Impact on Providers 

George Caldwell, MD, Oklahoma State Medical Association 
Craig Jones, President, Oklahoma Hospital Association 

 
2:30 pm – 3:30 pm  
 Impact on Insurance Agents/Brokers 
  Janet Trautwein, CEO, National Association of Health Underwriters 
 
 
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
 Impact on Private Health Care 

Jonathan Small, CPA, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs 
     
 Other Business 
  
 
 
 
Senate Appointees:     House Appointees:              
Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair   Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair   
Senator Cliff Aldridge     Rep. Doug Cox     
Senator Bill Brown     Rep. Randy Grau 
Senator Sean Burrage    Rep. Danny Morgan     
Senator Brian Crain     Rep. Jeannie McDaniel    
Senator John Sparks     Rep. Jason Nelson     
 
 
 
Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst  
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 
Andrew Messer, Staff Attorney 
Anthony Sammons, Fiscal Analyst 
Darrell D. Washington, Administrative Assistant 
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February 22, 2013 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW 
 

SUBJECT:  Third Meeting 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 26, 2011  
MEETING TIME: 9:00 A.M – 4:30 P.M. 
LOCATION:  Senate Chamber, State Capitol Building 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agenda: 
 

1.  9:00 – 10:00 - Affordable Care Act impact on Indian Health  
 
  Jefferson Keel, Lt. Governor,  Chickasaw Nation 
 
2. 10:00 – 10:45 - Status of PPACA lawsuits, what the ballot question did for Oklahoma 
    
  Pat Wyrick, Oklahoma Solicitor General 
 

 3. 10:45 – 11:30 - Comparison of Federal vs. State based Exchanges  
 
   David Blatt, Director of Oklahoma Policy Institute 
  

 4. 1:00 – 1:45 - Constitutional issues  

   Andy Spiropoulos,  Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the Study of 
   State Constitutional Law and Government, OCU School of Law 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
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 5.  1:45 – 3:00 - What other States are doing  

Laura Tobler, Health Programs Director, Martha Salazar, Policy Associate, 
NCSL 

 
            6.  Other Business 
  
 
 
 
 
Senate Appointees:     House Appointees:     
Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair   Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair   
Senator Cliff Aldridge     Rep. Doug Cox     
Senator Bill Brown     Rep. Randy Grau 
Senator Sean Burrage    Rep. Danny Morgan     
Senator Brian Crain     Rep. Jeannie McDaniel    
Senator John Sparks     Rep. Jason Nelson     
 
 
 
Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst  
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 
Andrew Messer, Fiscal Analyst 
Anthony Sammons, Staff Attorney 
Darrell D. Washington, Administrative Assistant 
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Brian Bingman  Kris Steele 
President Pro Tempore                  Mary Fallin  Speaker 
State Senate                Governor House of Representatives 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

November 2, 2011 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW 
 

SUBJECT:                  Fourth Meeting 
MEETING DATE:       Thursday, November 3, 2011           
MEETING TIME:        9:00 A.M. 
LOCATION:                Tulsa Technology Center, 801 W. “K” Place, Jenks, Oklahoma. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Agenda: 
 
1.         9:00 - 10:00 AM, Exchange options, federal, federal/state partnership, state –  

Krista Drobac, Director of Health Division, National Governors Association 

2.         10:00 - 10:45 AM, Technology and privacy issues with exchanges - Amanda Teegarden 
 
3.         10:45 - 11:30 AM, Current Technology - David Kendrick, Director of HIT 

4.         1:00 - 1:45 PM, Agent Compensation - Ryan Young, Director, Federal Government Affairs, 
Independent Insurance & Brokers of America 

5.         1:45 - 2:45 PM, Exchange Options - Ed Haisimaier, Heritage Foundation 

6.         2:45 - 3:30 PM, Exchange Providers - Josh Beckett, Benefit Focus 
 
7.         3:30 - 4:15 PM, Exchange providers - Ceridian 
 
8.         Other Business 
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Senate Appointees: House Appointees: 
Sen. Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Sen. Cliff Aldridge Rep. Doug Cox 
Sen. Bill Brown Rep. Randy Grau 
Sen. Brian Crain Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Sen. John Sparks Rep. Jason Nelson 
 
Senate Staff: 

 

Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst Andrew Messer, Fiscal Analyst 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst Anthony Sammons, Staff Attorney 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney Darrell D. Washington, Admin. Asst. 
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Brian Bingman  Kris Steele 
President Pro Tempore                      Mary Fallin Speaker 
State Senate                    Governor House of Representatives 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REVISED 
MEETING NOTICE 

 
February 22, 2013 

 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW 

 
SUBJECT:                  FIFTH MEETING 
MEETING DATE:       Tuesday, November 15, 2011           
MEETING TIME:         9:00 A.M – 12:00 P.M. 
LOCATION:                 House Chamber, State Capitol Building. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Agenda: 
 

1. 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

  Non Profit Exchange – Mark Tozzio 

2.  10:00 a.m. – 11:00 am  

  Non Profit Clinics 

3.         11:00 a.m. – 12:00 pm  

  Committee Discussions 

4. Other Business and Adjournment 
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Senate Appointees: House Appointees: 
Sen. Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Sen. Cliff Aldridge Rep. Doug Cox 
Sen. Bill Brown Rep. Randy Grau 
Sen. Brian Crain Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Sen. John Sparks 
Sen. Sean Burrage 

Rep. Jason Nelson 
Rep. Danny Morgan 

 
Senate Staff: 

 

Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst Andrew Messer, Staff Attorney 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst Anthony Sammons, Fiscal Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney Darrell D. Washington, Admin. Asst. 
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From: adrianvm@j
To: Governor Info
Subject: Federal Government plunder and coercion
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 6:35:59 PM

Dear Gov. Fallin,

I am asking you to stand against creating any kind of state exchange for Obamacare in Oklahoma.  The
Federal Government has created an unconstitutional law which will bankrupt our state.  Please stand
against this plunder and coercion as Florida, Kansas, Texas and other states have done.  Now is not the
time to be faint of heart.  The 10th amendment was added to the constitution for just such a situation.

Sincerely,

Adrian Van Manen

Oklahoma City, OK  73106
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Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

 Thank you for taking the time for expressing your concern to Governor Fallin.  The 
Governor is committed to finding ways to increase access to healthcare for the citizens of 
Oklahoma, without mandating it such as the law President Obama signed into law last year.  Last 
November, Oklahomans sent the message when they voted to pass a ballot initiative stating that 
the federal government cannot force the citizens of Oklahoma to purchase private health 
insurance.   

 Attorney General Scott Pruitt and Governor Mary Fallin have chosen to fight the national 
healthcare legislation.  Together they have filed a case that challenges the ability of the national 
government to enforce this law in light of the recent passing of the ballot initiative.   

 On the home front for Oklahomans, Governor Mary Fallin supports programs that strive 
to make healthcare more accessible for Oklahomans.  The Governor supports Insure Oklahoma, 
which is a public-private partnership that helps small businesses provide affordable health 
insurance options to their employees.   

 The Governor has committed to the fight of protecting the right to choose your healthcare 
while at the same time finding ways to make it more available and accessible for Oklahomans.   

 If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the Office of the 
Governor.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Brett Thomas  
Public Affairs Liaison 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
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From: Keili McEwen
To: w5ghz
Cc: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: Federal Health Care Legislation
Date: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 4:17:49 PM

Dear Mr. Dietz:
 
I am responding to your request for more information about Governor Fallin’s efforts
concerning the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, sometimes referred to as
“Obama Care”.
 
Last November, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative stating that the
federal government cannot force our private citizens to purchase health insurance. Governor
Fallin agrees that a federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.  Therefore, she and
Attorney General Scott Pruitt added Oklahoma to the list of states that are now challenging
the President’s health care law in court.  I have included below the text from a press release
sent from our office regarding this legislation earlier this year.    
 
If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

 
Sincerely,
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
------
PRESS RELEASE TEXT:
 

Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding
the one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress,
Fallin voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the
legal effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the
many states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
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            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived
pieces of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our
constitutional liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other
government programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support
to our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
 

###
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From: Kris Cross
To: Governor Info
Subject: Federal Health Care Mandates
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:26:50 PM

Dear Governor Fallin:

Please take a STAND AGAINST the health care implementation of Obamacare in the

state of Oklahoma. 

Kristin Cross

Luther, OK 73054 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Beverly Roedel 

Governor Info 
Federal Health Care Proposal 

Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:17:04 AM 

I stand behind you today if you will say to the federal government that Obamacare 
is not for us and that you draw a line in the sand and not allow them to come after 
us or you go over it. Our state and our elderly cannot afford more taxes and less 
Medicare benefits. If the federal government continues to tax us all for Obamacare, 
we will have nothing and the state will run out of money. Please say no to the 
president. I am 74 years old and still working. I cannot afford more taxes and 
neither can other elderly. We stand behind you. Thank you. 
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May 17, 2012 
 
Keith Billings 
3220 SW 85th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73159 
 
Dear Mr. Billings: 
 
 Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin regarding your concerns 
with health care.   The Governor is appreciative of your time and willingness to share your views 
with her and has asked me to respond.   
 
 In November 2010, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative stating that 
the federal government cannot force our private citizens to purchase health insurance. Governor 
Fallin agrees that such a federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.  Therefore, she and 
Attorney General Scott Pruitt added Oklahoma to the list of states that are now challenging the 
President’s health care law in court.   
 

In addition, Governor Fallin is committed to ensuring that while our state pursues a legal 
challenge, we must also work on local solutions to help our citizens gain access to affordable 
health insurance.  Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns.  As we 
all work together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will contact us 
again if we can be of further assistance. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Brett Thomas 
Public Affairs Liaison  
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May 17, 2012 
 
Keith Billings 

   
Oklahoma City, OK 73159 
 
Dear Mr. Billings: 
 
 Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin regarding your concerns 
with health care.   The Governor is appreciative of your time and willingness to share your views 
with her and has asked me to respond.   
 
 In November 2010, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative stating that 
the federal government cannot force our private citizens to purchase health insurance. Governor 
Fallin agrees that such a federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.  Therefore, she and 
Attorney General Scott Pruitt added Oklahoma to the list of states that are now challenging the 
President’s health care law in court.   
 

In addition, Governor Fallin is committed to ensuring that while our state pursues a legal 
challenge, we must also work on local solutions to help our citizens gain access to affordable 
health insurance.  Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns.  As we 
all work together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will contact us 
again if we can be of further assistance. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Brett Thomas 
Public Affairs Liaison  
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May 17, 2012 
 
Keith Billings 

   
Oklahoma City, OK 73159 
 
Dear Mr. Billings: 
 
 Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin regarding your concerns 
with health care.   The Governor is appreciative of your time and willingness to share your views 
with her and has asked me to respond.   
 
 In November 2010, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative stating that 
the federal government cannot force our private citizens to purchase health insurance. Governor 
Fallin agrees that such a federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.  Therefore, she and 
Attorney General Scott Pruitt added Oklahoma to the list of states that are now challenging the 
President’s health care law in court.   
 

In addition, Governor Fallin is committed to ensuring that while our state pursues a legal 
challenge, we must also work on local solutions to help our citizens gain access to affordable 
health insurance.  Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns.  As we 
all work together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will contact us 
again if we can be of further assistance. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

Brett Thomas 
Public Affairs Liaison  
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From: Thomas Pierce
To: okgov Sen Treat
Cc: okgov Rep Hall; Governor Info
Subject: Federal Tyranny - Not in Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2011 10:25:18 AM

Dear Senator Treat, et al,

 

In the last election cycle, the voters of Oklahoma spoke loud and clear:  Federal tyranny shall be

stopped at our door, and shall not enter Oklahoma and the lives of Oklahomans.

 

We are most dismayed, to say the least, that our new Governor was deaf to the voice of a super-

majority of Oklahomans.  In the next election cycle, make no mistake, we will not forget this, nor the

vote of Representative Hall.

 

Thank you and your fellow Senators for killing HB2130.  But now, we see another bill coming forth

which could, like HB2130, open our doors to federal tyranny.

 

That is, of course, HB1996, which is being heard today in the Retirement and Insurance Committee of

which you are a member.  Oklahoma doesn't want any kind of Health Insurance Exchange, Health

Information Exchange, anything that could tie us to ObamaCare in any way, shape, or form and,

possibly more importantly, we want Governor Fallin to return any of the federal grant we have received

and to reject any other monies offered to us for any government run (federal or state) health exchange

system.

 

Please close this door to federal tyranny and kill HB1996, and build a high wall around us to protect us

from any and all future subversive incursions by any arm of federal tyranny.

 

Please do whatever is within the power of the legislature to ensure the return all federal bribe, pay-off

monies (so-called "stimulus") sent here to open our doors to federal tyranny.  Create and pass a bill if

necessary, and be prepared to override a Governor veto.  This isn't Chicago.

 

Thank you very much,

 

Respectfully,

 

Thomas Pierce

North Council Road

OKC, OK 
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From: Kinzel. Will 
To: Adam Nordstrom 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Speaker of the House John Boehner 

Fighting for the Largest Spending Cuts Possible to Help 
Create Jobs 

April 3, 2011 I Posted by Speaker Boehner's Press Office I Permalink 

It's been 43 days since the House passed H.R. 1 to fund the government for the rest of the fiscal year 
and cut spending to end some of the uncertainty facing job creators. Senate Democrats still haven't 
passed a bill of their own or offered a credible plan to cut spending and keep the government running . 
Read more below. 

In the weekly Republican address, Speaker Boehner - a former small business owner - talks about 
how the spending binge in Washington is creating uncertainty for private-sector job creators and 
holding our economy back. Boehner reiterates Republicans' commitment to fiahting for the 
largest spending cuts oossible. and says it's important to resolve last year's budget mess so 
we can tackle the bigger challenges facing job creation . Click here to watch the address: 

House Republicans Passed a Bill 43 Days Ago to Cut Spending. Keep the Government Running: 
Senate Democrats Still Haven't Taken Action 

• Forty-three days after the House passed H.R. 1, Senate Democrats still haven't passed a 
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bill or offered a credible plan to cut spending and keep the government running. Time is 
running out. 

• Here's a look at Senate Democrats' playbook for budget negotiations: 1) refuse to pass a bill , 
2) root for a government shutdown, and 3) paint the spending cuts demanded by the American 
people as "extreme ." 

• WATCH: Speaker Boehner says there is "no agreemenf' with Senate Democrats and that 
Republicans are fighting for the lamest spending cuts possible . 

• First-term Republican lawmakers rall ied outside the Capitol Building last week urging the 
Senate to pass a bill. Read the letter from GOP freshmen to Senate Democratic leaders. 

• WATCH: Speaker Boehner says if Democrats have a plan they should "pass the damn thing ." 

• Remember: we're only in this mess because the Democrat-run Congress failed to even 
propose a budget last year. 

Cuttino Spending Is Part of Republicans' Effort to Create a Better Environment for Job Growth 

• Here is a by-the-numbers analysis of the March jobs report. Republicans are focused on 
creating a better environment for private sector job growth by getting control of government 
spending, ending the threat of tax hikes , removing regulatorv barriers to job growth (like 
ObamaCare). and approving stalled trade agreements to open new markets for American 
exports. 

• WATCH: Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan warns that America faces "a crushing 
burden of debt that is hurting job creation today and threatening our children's prosperity 
tomorrow." Economists agree. 

• The House voted to save taxpayers $30 billion by cancell ing another TARP bailout program. 

• New surveys show independents back Republicans in the fight to cut spending to create a 
better environment for private sector job growth. 

• Of note: since the American people started speaking out, the debate in Washington has 
fundamentally shifted from "whether" to cut spending to "how much." Read more. 

Republicans Rev Up American Energy Initiative to Address Rising Gas Prices. Create Jobs 

• Republicans introduced three bills to stop Washington policies that are driving up gas prices 

and increasing energy production. Democrats are recycling the same old job-crushing 
policies . 

• "By expanding American energy production," Speaker Boehner said, "We can help create 
more jobs, lower costs, and reduce our dependence on foreign oil." 

• Representatives for American farmers, truckers, and small businesses told Congress that 
rising gas prices threaten jobs , and the Obama Administration's anti-energy policies aren't 
helping. 

• The Washington Times says gas prices have doubled since President Obama took office and 

began blocking American energy production and imposing policies that drive up prices. 

• Surveys show Americans back key elements of the American Eneray Initiative , including new 

offshore energy exploration and production. 
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• Don't forget to check out the American Enemy Initiative on Facebook. 

Also Happening: Repealing the ObamaCare Slush Funds. the Report AARP Doesn't Want You 
to See. & DC School Choice Legislation 

• The House Energy & Commerce Committee voted to repeal several mandatory spending slush 
funds in ObamaCare, and small business owners are speaking out against the health care law. 

• MUST READ : The House Ways & Means Committee released a new report that shows AARP 
stands to make $1 billion over 10 years from ObamaCare, the AARP-backed health care law 
that funds the creation of a massive new entitlement program at the expense of seniors. Read 
more. 

• WATCH: "Lesly's Story ," a new video on the successful DC school choice program that was 
reauthorized by the House of Representatives last week. 

As always, we appreciate your interest in the new House majority and encourage you to stay 
connected with the Office of the Speaker on Facebook, Twitter and on Speaker.gov. Have a great 
week I 

- Speaker Boehner's Press Office 

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE 
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH) 

H-232, THE CAPITOL 
(202) 225- 0600 I SPEAKERGOV 

WEBSITE I CONTACT I PRIVACY POLICY 

22372



From: 
To: 
subject: 
Date: 

Final call for The Book on Obama 
Friday, September 28, 2012 8:08:46 PM 

Email not displaying correctly? View t in your browser. 

Final Call to throw the BOOK at Obama! 

From the Desk of: Steve Elliott, President, Grassfire 

Dear Michelle, 

This is the final call before I decide how many copies of The BOOK on Obama to 

plint. Grassfire wants to deliver this new, hard-hitting resource to tens of thousands of 

independent voters in "battleground" states on your behalf before November 6. 

With less than six weeks until Election Day, we don't have a lot of time left to print and 

ship The BOOK on Obama to battleground voters we've located in key states. In order 

for Grassfire team members to have the greatest impact, we need to get our final 

count to the printer immediately . 

So please, if possible, it would greatly help us to know today how many copies you 

want us to deliver on your behalf. Every voter needs to know the truth about Barack 

Obama -- and thafs exactly what they'll find in the 256-page blockbuster, The BOOK 

on Obama. 

Go here now to sponsor battlegro1md voters to recejye The BOOK on Obama 

+ + Sponsor a "battleground" voter for just $10 

For your contr bution of A NY AMOUNT, we'll send a copy of The BOOK on Obama 

directly to you. But for larger gifts you can sponsor any number of battleground voters 

AND receive a copy for yourself. For example: when you contribute $30, we'll send 

you The BOOK on Obama AND deliver two copies to battleground voters on your 

behalf. Or if you prefer, we can send all three copies to battleground voters. 

Just let us know how many voters you want .to sponsor, and Grassfire will take care of 

the rest. If you prefer, we'll even ship the books directly to you to distribute yourself. 

Either way, there's no additional charge for shipping. 

+ + Time is running out to impact the presidential election 

September 28, 2012 
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By sponsoring copies of The BOOK on Obama, you'll be placing a revealing exposé of

our 44th president into the hands of battleground voters in key states.

The reality is that we can't wait any longer to submit our final count to the printer. Our

expected beginning ship date for The BOOK on Obama is October 5. That's only 31

days before Election Day, so Grassfire needs to get our order right the first -- and only

-- time.

The size of our print run is entirely up to our team members. So please act now to

sponsor battleground voters to receive The BOOK on Obama:

Sincerely,

Steve

P.S. Please join with thousands of other Grassfire team members to sponsor as many

battleground voters as possible before November 6. Go here now to be one of the first

team members to receive a copy of The BOOK on Obama when it ships on October 5.

month. Get connected with

patriotic conservatives in

your community, state and

across the nation.

   

Click Here to Unsubscribe  

Cl ck here to be removed from this list or send a wr tten request to:

Grassroots Act on

PO Box 277

Maxwell,IA 50161

You are signed up as:  

Cl ck here to change your email address.
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From: 
To: 
subject: Final call for Waddell "Repeal Obamacare· petition 

Tuesday, July 10, 2012 6:17:32 AM Date: 

Email not displaying correctly? View t in your browser. 

fl] 
FINAL CALL: 

10 AM EST Deadline to sign Grassfire Nation's 
Petition to Repeal ObamaCare 

From the Desk of. Steve Elliott, Grassfire Nation 

FINAL CALL FOR "REPEAL OBAMACARE" PETITION DELIVERY. 

GO HERE TO SIGN BY 10AM EST TO HAVE YOUR PETITION DELIVERED 

TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN. SEE BELOW FOR MORE DETAILS. 

Michelle, 

This is the Final Call to have your "REPEAL OBAMACARE" petition delivered to 

Congress prior to tomorrow's House vote. Because we are processing tens of 

thousands of petitions, we need several hours to print and organize the petitions for 

delivery. 

In addition, because this delivery is so important, we are delivering to EVERY 

MEMBER OF THE HOUSE - ALL 435. 

AND ALL PETITIONS WILL BE HAND-DELIVERED! 

IE you WANT YOUR NAME INCLUDED IN THE PERSONAL HAND-DELIVERY TO 

YOUR OKLAHOMA MEMBER OF CONGRESS PRIOR TO WEDNESDAY'S VOTE. 

WE MUST HEAR FROM YOU BY 10AM EST THIS MORNING. GO HERE TO SIGN 

THE PETITION AND SEE BELOW FOR MORE DETAILS: 

WWW grassfire com/144/petjtion asp 

Steve Elliott, Grassfire Nation 

P.S. This is a FIRM DEADLINE since we are dealing with such a large quantity of 

petitions and 435 individual hand-deliveries. Please respond immediately. 

July 10, 2012 
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+ + + + + +

(Original message)

From the Desk of:

Steve Elliott, Grassfire Nation

Michelle,

The House Rules Committee is holding an Emergency meeting on Monday in advance

of the full House vote expected on Wednesday to REPEAL OBAMACARE.

This is the first critical vote following the Supreme Court's outrageous decision
to deem ObamaCare a tax -- and it marks our best opportunity to send a
message from citizens across the nation that we reject both ObamaCare and the
Court's flawed logic.

+ + Petition Delivery Prior To Wednesday's Vote

Grassfire Nation will be hand-delivering REPEAL OBAMACARE petitions directly to

key members of the House prior to next Wednesday's vote.

But that leaves us just a few days to collect petition signers and deliver to the House.

OUR RECORDS SHOW THAT YOU HAVE NOT YET SIGNED GRASSFIRE'S
PETITION TO REPEAL AND FULLY DEFUND OBAMACARE. GO HERE NOW TO
SIGN THE PETITION AND BE INCLUDED IN THIS IMPORTANT DELIVERY:

It is especially important that Oklahoma members of Congress hear from Oklahoma

citizens on this issue.

Again... as a citizen, this is your first opportunity to express your opposition to both

ObamaCare and the Supreme Court's outrageous decision.

The vote is scheduled for Wednesday. Please sign today and then alert your friends. 

Steve Elliott, Grassfire Nation

 

Click Here to Unsubscribe  

 

 

Cl ck here to be removed from this list or send a wr tten request to:

Grassroots Act on

PO Box 277

Maxwell,IA 50161

You are signed up as:  

Cl ck here to change your email address.
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FINAL DRAFT: PRESS RELEASE: Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:47:07 AM

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
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costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 25, 2011
 

State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early
Innovator Grant” to Support an Oklahoma-based

Health Insurance Exchange
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in announcing that
the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help design and implement the
information technology infrastructure to operate an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Fallin
listed the creation of such an exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the State
address earlier this month. She and others announced their support for the grant after working
with state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant, I am happy to
say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent with our mission to design and
implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance exchange.  That exchange will empower
consumers and help individuals and small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable,
quality health insurance plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its
citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many people face in
obtaining health insurance, and will allow many more Oklahomans to become insured. This
would not only improve the overall health of our state it will also empower and equip patients to
invest in their own healthcare needs and outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health care needs are
best found through market-based principals of choice and competition.  The health insurance
exchange empowers Oklahomans with those free-market tools.  This early innovator grant will
allow Oklahoma to put in place the necessary technological infrastructure that makes these plans
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accessible to citizens of our state.” 
 
Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its industry, consumer
protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important role in the design and implementation
of a health insurance exchange. I and Deputy Commissioner of Health Insurance Mike Rhoads
will take a lead in making sure insurance agents and brokers have a voice in setting up the health
insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin in facilitating meetings
throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from licensed insurance agents
and brokers.”
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will Oklahoma be engaged
in a transformational process in developing our own health insurance exchange, we have an
opportunity to be a model for the country, and we are pleased to take on that challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This state being one of
only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this nation.  Our online enrollment and other
access initiatives predated federal health reform and have now afforded us the opportunity to
build a system fit for this state and its citizens.”
 

##
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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Introduction 

The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law was jointly created by Senate President Pro 

Tempore Brian Bingman and House Speaker Kris Steele near the conclusion of the 2011 legislative 

session. The Joint Committee was tasked with studying how recent changes to health care and health 

insurance laws enacted through the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act would affect 

Oklahomans. At the direction of the co-chairs, Senator Gary Stanislawski and Representative Glen 

Mulready, the Joint Committee convened in both Oklahoma City and Tulsa for a total of five public 

meetings spanning September, October, and November 2011. 

The Joint Committee heard from over two dozen presenters from both the public and private 

sector who provided their input on the potential effects of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 

Act. Many of the presentations from the public meetings may be found at the Joint Committee's 

website, www.okhealthcare.info. Additionally, a list of presenters may be found in the Joint 

Committee's meeting notices, which are included in the appendix. This report is intended to provide 

members of the public with a synopsis of the major findings presented by the speakers, as well as 

provide recommendations for Oklahomans and Oklahoma policymakers in addressing the recent 

changes to federal health care and health insurance laws. 
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Findings 

The following findings were presented to the members of the Joint Committee on Federal 

Health Care Law. 

Public Health Care 

• Health behaviors are the largest contributing factor to overall health and premature death. The 

top three leading causes of death in Oklahoma are cardiovascular disease, cancer, and chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). 

• The leading health behaviors and risk conditions include adult obesity, tobacco use, physical 

inactivity, and low fruit and vegetable consumption. 

• Oklahoma Medicaid has the lowest error rate in the US after a five-year effort led by the 

Legislature. 

• Recent reforms within the Oklahoma Medicaid program include the Patient-Centered Medical 

Home, where Oklahoma Medicaid's program serves as a national model. 

• In 2009, 18 percent of Oklahoma's population was uninsured, which is equal to 658,862 

Oklahomans. 

• Insure Oklahoma is a public-private partnership and model program that provides coverage to 

31,465 uninsured Oklahomans who are not eligible for Medicaid coverage. 

• Approximately 20 percent of Oklahomans are currently on Medicaid, with a total per member 

cost of $4,595. 
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• Under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), it is estimated that an 

additional 200,000 Oklahomans would be eligible for the Medicaid program in 2014, with an 

additional 50,000 Oklahomans who were previously eligible for the program expected to 

"come out of the woodwork" and enroll. This would result in an additional annual cost of 

$41.6 million to the state. Using the Congressional Budget Office's standard participation rate, 

however, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) estimates that only 57 percent of 

eligible people will actually sign up for the program in 2014, which would be an additional 

annual cost of $23.8 million to the state. 

Private Health Care 

• Approximately 81 percent of the population under age 65 has some form of either private or 

public coverage, and nearly all Oklahomans over age 65 have some form of federal or 

employer-sponsored coverage. 

• Oklahoma has 38 insurance mandates, ranking it 21st in the nation (from lowest to highest). 

• Currently, three companies write 78 percent of the individual market in Oklahoma, and 

three companies write 70 percent of the small group market in Oklahoma. 

• There is a concern that the 3-to- l age band mandate under PP ACA, which requires 

premiums for the oldest person in the pool to be no more than three times higher than the 

youngest person in the pool, will disrupt the market and substantially increase premiums for 

younger people. Most states currently have an age band of 5-to- l. 
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• The 3-to-1 age banding provisions under PP ACA have the potential to drive younger 

consumers to pay the penalty in lieu of participating in mandated insurance plans, thus 

keeping them out of the risk pool. 

• For one insurance company, over 80 percent of the customers in the individual market 

currently purchase insurance that is below the mandated minimum level of coverage under 

PPACA. Therefore, premiums are expected to grow substantially due to PPACA mandates. 

• By 2014, all plans will be required to cover preventive women's health and well-being 

services, including all contraceptive methods and sterilization procedures approved by the 

federal Food and Drug Administration, without any cost sharing. 

• PP ACA is mostly about insurance reform and coverage and less about health care delivery 

reform. 

• Patients with insurance have better access to physicians and can avoid shifting the cost of 

care to commercial payers. 

• Approximately 70 percent of the people in hospitals today are there as a direct result of 

their own behaviors, such as smoking, diet and obesity, and lack of exercise. Oklahoma 

ranks 48th in the nation for smoking and 46th in the nation for diet and obesity (from lowest 

prevalence to highest prevalence). 

• Hospitals in Oklahoma will lose over $2.6 billion over the next ten years to help pay for 

PPACA. 
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• Doctors see approximately 4,000 patients per year. Each patient sees their physician 

approximately twice per year. Therefore, if Oklahoma adds 250,000 new Medicaid 

recipients, 125 new doctors would be needed. Oklahoma already has a doctor shortage and 

is ranked 49th in the nation in the number of primary care physicians per capita. 

Legal and Constitutional Issues 

• A recent amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution provides individuals with the right to be 

free from being compelled to buy health insurance. PPACA's individual mandate is in 

direct conflict with Oklahoma's new amendment. However, the supremacy clause of the 

United States Constitution requires that, if state and federal law conflict, the state law must 

yield, provided that the federal law is constitutional. 

• More than 25 states, including Oklahoma, have challenged PPACA's individual mandate as 

being unconstitutional. The United States Supreme Court is expected to hear arguments in 

one of those cases in March 2012, and an opinion should be rendered by July 2012. 

• The exchanges, provisions of PP ACA, have not been challenged by any of the lawsuits. 

• In addition to utilizing judicial review as a challenge to federal oppression, the Joint 

Committee also addressed the issue of whether there may be some sort of nullification of 

the federal health care law. 

• The concept of nullification provides that states can use their state powers to not 

corroborate. In the end, however, it is likely that states will still be subject to the provisions 

of PP ACA even if they engage in potential nullification efforts. 
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Tribal Issues 

• The American Indian population in Oklahoma is 415,371. 

• There is no cost sharing allowed for American Indians enrolled in an exchange with an 

income less than or equal to 300 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. 

• The tribes would like to designate all Urban Indian Health Programs, also referred to as 

Iff/U's, as Qualified Health Providers under PPACA. 

A Look at the States 

• Six states have returned federal PP ACA grant money: Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, New 

Hampshire, Oklahoma and Wisconsin. 

• Massachusetts developed a Commonwealth Health Insurance Connector Authority in 2006 

with a board charged with implementing the exchange and establishing procedures for 

selecting and approving private plans to be offered in the Connector. Massachusetts has the 

highest rate of insured residents and already has in place many of the laws now required by 

PPACA. 

• Utah also has the Utah Health Exchange that is administered and facilitated by the Office of 

Consumer Health Services, an existing state agency. Utah's exchange, however, is not 

PP A CA-compliant. 

• Ten states have enacted legislation relating to exchanges, and three states - Florida, 

Louisiana and Texas - have stated that they will go the federal exchange route. Florida, 

however, has recently established a non-compliant small business exchange. 

9 
22389



• There are three models of health exchanges: 

o State exchange: State assumes responsibility for compliance and certification. 

o Partnership exchange: Some of the functions would be retained by the state. 

o Federal exchange: The state is not involved in the operation of the exchange. 

• Within state exchanges, there are several options: 

o State governmental agency (may be existing or independent public agency) 

o Non-profit organization 

o Contract with other eligible entities to carry out functions 

o Governing body 

o State regulated insurers in the exchange 

• Some states do not want to enforce the individual mandate or the tax credits and want the 

federal government to handle those areas. 

• With a federal exchange, the state loses control of the: 

o Outreach to consumers 

o Navigator selection 

• The opinion of one presenter was that April 2012 is the latest a state could wait to decide on 

what path to take regarding an exchange before the federal government will start moving 

into a state to set up an exchange. 

• In addition, it is believed that if a state does not cooperate with the federal government in 

the establishment of an exchange, the federal government will design an enforcement 

strategy to force compliance. 
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Individual/Medicaid Exchange and Small Business Exchange 

• If Oklahoma is not deemed exchange-ready by January 1, 2013, the federal government 

will establish a federally operated exchange in the state. 

• If the federal government establishes the exchange, Oklahoma will lose regulatory authority 

over the plans sold on the exchange, including the authority to certify the Qualified Health 

Plans. In addition, the state would lose the ability to determine the role of navigators. 

• State-Run Exchanges: 

o For a state-run exchange to be deemed in compliance with federal requirements, it must 

be able to do the following: 

• Eligibility and Enrollment: Web portal to shop, select and purchase plan; 

determine eligibility and apply premium tax credits; interoperability with public 

programs. 

• Consumer Assistance: Call center and grievance procedure; determine the role 

of navigators. 

• Planning and Governance: Public stakeholder engagement; authorize governing 

entity; establish conflict of interest procedures. 

• One presenter believes that Oklahoma's share of Medicaid spending between 2014 and 

2019 will increase from $212 million to $789 million. 

• The federal version of an exchange is a medical welfare program, not health care. 
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• Since the states regulate insurance, they could offer, not require, a Small Business 

Exchange with the following benefits: 

o A Defined Contribution Model, which helps businesses control their costs. 

o The employee picks the coverage, therefore the individual controls choices. 

o Improved quality of insurance since the employee picks the company and can change 

the following year. 

o Allows companies to contribute even for part-time employees at reduced contribution 

levels. This allows more people to become insured in the private marketplace. 

o Could allow a Section 125 plan so the employees could have extra pre-tax money 

withheld from their paychecks to allow them to choose the plan best suited for their 

families. 

• If the federal government imposes an exchange on the state, economic incentives in the 

marketplace would drive employers to eliminate health insurance coverage for workers. 

This would result in lower-income individuals using the federal exchange and more affluent 

individuals buying individual insurance. 

• PPACA requires every health insurance exchange to have a Navigator Program to facilitate 

health plan enrollment. Navigators could be required to have the same education and 

training as current agents. 

• Agents and brokers are permitted to serve as Navigators under the new law, but the 

language stipulates a compensation method that conflicts with traditional agent 

compensation structures. 
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• Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma (IIAO) does not support the federal health care 

plan or the need for a health insurance exchange; however, IIAO feels strongly that 

Oklahoma should have an exchange in place by January 1, 2014, so the federal government 

will not impose its plan on Oklahoma. 

• IIAO believes that certain elements should be contained in any plan: 

o Governance of the plan should have a representative from insurance agents. 

o Any person selling, enrolling, contacting persons, etc. must be subject to all provisions 

of the Oklahoma Producer Licensing Act, including any person serving as a Navigator. 

o Any plan must include a plan to compensate agents for the service they provide. The 

Utah approach is recommended. 

o There should be a registration process for agents to access the exchange 

o There should be provisions for competitive exchanges and the system should not only 

allow a state-based exchange. 

• Independent Insurance Agents and Brokers of America (IIABA) strongly encourages states 

to establish their own exchanges using the free market approach. The preferable approach 

would be to include every qualified plan possible on the state exchange. 

• If the state does not establish an exchange, the state would lose control of defining the role 

of agents and brokers. In addition, the federal government could limit the number of 

insurance companies. 

• IIABA urges states to provide information on agents and brokers to consumers on the 

exchange website. 
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• IIABA feels that anyone selling, soliciting, or negotiating insurance in an exchange should 

be duly licensed, complete all requisite continuing education requirements, and have 

obtained Errors and Omissions coverage. These licensing laws and other requirements 

should also apply to Navigators. 

• The Joint Committee also heard from two exchange providers that demonstrated how an 

exchange would function with minimal up-front costs. One of the providers is setting up an 

exchange in Maryland, while the other provider is establishing a free market exchange in 

Florida. 

Health Information Exchange 

• MyHealth Access Network is a consortium of organizations which have come together to 

improve the health and quality of life for persons in the Tulsa area through the 

establishment of a Health Information Exchange in the greater Tulsa area. This program 

links more than 1,600 providers and their patients in a community-wide health information 

system that will help them better monitor and improve care. 

• The problem in health care is that we currently have a highly fragmented health care system 

with many patients often seeing doctors in separate health systems. This leads to 

duplication of services and inefficiencies. 

• A Health Information Exchange provides immediate benefits and greater cost savings. The 

value of the Health Information Exchange in Tulsa is that it is a community-controlled 

system. 
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• One of the goals of Health Information Exchanges is to establish patient-centered medical 

homes. 

Senator Tom Coburn 

The Joint Committee also asked Dr. Tom Coburn, U.S. Senator to Oklahoma, to present to the 

Joint Committee. Although he was unable to attend a meeting, he did meet with the co-chairs of the 

Joint Committee and provided the following recommendation based upon his knowledge of PPACA: 

"Dr. Coburn supports state-based efforts to create free-market, voluntary health 

insurance exchanges that encourage transparency, consumer choice, and individual 

control. States should be able to use state dollars to pursue innovative strategies to 

better equip consumers with information about their health coverage choices. In this 

model, consumers can compare plans via the Internet or a toll free number, so they can 

choose a plan tailored to their individual needs. In this way, state-based exchanges can 

help facilitate the purchase of private health insurance based on price and quality. 

The kind of market-based solution Dr. Coburn supports looks a lot like Utah's 

market-based health exchange. It does NOT resemble Massachusetts' heavily

regulated, state-level bureaucracy, or the federally-mandated exchanges required by the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obamacare)- both of which are built 

around an individual mandate and price controls on private health insurance that 

increase the cost of health insurance for consumers. The main problem with health 

insurance is that it costs too much - but the changes in Massachusetts and Obamacare 
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have been proven to simply increase the cost of coverage, while failing to improve 

access. 

Dr. Coburn supports states using state dollars to tackle the challenges of their 

own population. He does not think that any state involved in a lawsuit against 

Obamacare should use Administration grant dollars to set up an exchange - regardless 

of whether that exchange looks more like Utah's model or Obamacare's model. He is 

glad that Oklahoma has filed a lawsuit against Obamacare and will continue to do 

everything he can at a federal level to overturn this unconstitutional $2.6 trillion law 

that fails to fix what is broken in our health care system." 
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Recommendations of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law 

We believe our recommendations should encourage personal responsibility and enrollment in 

private market coverage over entitlement programs. They should also preserve individual liberty. In 

addition, the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law's goal is to improve availability, 

accessibility, and affordability of health care. 

Public Health 

We must continue to educate our citizens on the price we pay as a society for our poor lifestyle 

decisions. We must focus on the youth of our state to have any kind of long-term impact. Physical 

and health education must be taught in schools with an emphasis on obesity, smoking, and heart health. 

We must also encourage more collaboration between the public and non-profit sectors that are already 

working in this area. 

We must do all that we reasonably can to ensure that Oklahoma taxpayer dollars used for 

public health care are used wisely. Should the federal health care law stand, we are staring at a major 

expansion of our Medicaid population. This makes it even more critical for us to closely monitor the 

use of these dollars. Increased incentives for non-smokers, penalties for regular but unnecessary 

emergency room visits, drug testing and treatment, as well as strict auditing of enrollees, are some 

areas for focus. Some other recommended ideas for cost savings include increased copayments, 

limited name brand prescription drugs, and additional managed care. Oklahoma had some experience 

with managed care programs over ten years ago. There are a number of states moving in this direction 

to control costs. We would like to see the state Medicaid agency, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority 

(OHCA), try some additional managed care ideas, such as the medical home initiative that they are 
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already attempting with some small test groups. This would allow us to better understand what works 

and what does not work with our population and then implement these lessons on a broader basis if 

they are found to be effective. Another area to be tested would be payment for value as opposed to 

payment for services. Such a model has the potential to reduce overall costs while potentially 

improving health outcomes for the patients. We also encourage OHCA to increase their fraud division 

to continue their efforts to fight against crime in this area. 

Legal Strategy 

We recommend that the Office of the Attorney General continue to fight PPACA from every 

legal angle. We understand from our time spent with the Solicitor General that this is currently 

occurring, but we encourage them to continue to pursue every option and ask that they keep the 

Legislature apprised of any progress on our legal challenges. 

Additionally, we would like to have a legal opinion from the Attorney General clarifying what 

was stated by the Solicitor General as well as a constitutional attorney who presented during the Joint 

Committee's meetings that "nullification" is indeed not a legal option for our state. 

Health Insurance Exchanges 

One of the critical decisions for our state is the requirement under PP ACA for all states to have 

a health insurance exchange fully operational by January 1, 2014. If our state chooses not to 

implement our own state-based exchange, then the federal government will begin to implement a 

federal exchange on January 1, 2013. We are adamantly opposed to a federal health insurance 

exchange being implemented in our state. We do not believe that the federal government knows our 

citizens best, nor do we believe they have a good track record of doing things efficiently and cost-
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effectively. We also believe that a PPACA exchange would be heavily regulated, thereby limiting 

choice to only four plans - the Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum plans - and restricting competition. 

In an effort to stop the implementation of a federal exchange and to provide better market

driven options for our citizens, we recommend that we establish a state-based private marketplace 

network. Private industry has not implemented this yet, so we believe the state has an obligation to 

improve health care choices for our citizens. This network would be along the lines of the Utah model 

for small businesses that pre-dates PP ACA. The network would allow all insurance companies to 

participate ("any willing carrier") and would let the market drive what products are offered through 

this mechanism. Small businesses would not be required to participate, but would have the option for 

their employees. This model eases access for more insurance companies and encourages competition. 

It reduces the number of the uninsured, improves the accessibility and affordability of health insurance, 

and addresses a common problem that we have failed to address in our current system: portability. As 

one Joint Committee member pointed out, "portability is important for many of my constituents. It 

would be nice if they were not tethered to dead end jobs or lose hope due to health insurance 

restrictions. I would like them to be able to consider career/job moves that allow them to move up the 

economic ladder without the loss of insurance." We believe that our citizens should have the right to 

select the doctors and hospitals that they believe would be best suited for their families. We also value 

the defined contribution and premium aggregation features. We would like to see wellness programs 

being incorporated into the options, as well. Finally, we believe by allowing the employees to choose 

their own health care plans, they will be able to choose the plan that would best meet the needs of their 

own families. 

In an effort to fend off a federal exchange and to build upon the success of Insure Oklahoma, 

we recommend moving Insure Oklahoma from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to a public trust. 
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Insure Oklahoma is supported by insurers, small employers, hospitals, and doctors. It is funded by an 

increase in the tobacco tax which was passed by a statewide vote of the people in November 2004. 

Insure Oklahoma has: 

-31,465 Oklahomans enrolled in the program 

-5,109 businesses enrolled in the program 

-20 insurance companies offering coverage 

-56 percent of enrollees were previously uninsured 

We believe that by separating Insure Oklahoma from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, we 

can direct more people to private health insurance plans. In addition, we can offer more small business 

owners the choice to enroll in and begin a defined contribution model which, when combined with a 

cafeteria plan, would allow employees the opportunity to choose their own insurance plan using pretax 

dollars. Simplifying administrative burdens and establishing predictable insurance costs would make 

small businesses more likely to provide health coverage to their employees. 

Other Recommendations 

We would also recommend that the Legislature establish either a joint health reform committee 

or that each chamber establish its own such committee. This will enable us to continue to monitor this 

critical issue and be able to respond with legislative recommendations as needed. 

Oklahoma needs to do more to retain doctors in rural settings. Therefore, we recommend that 

the Legislature place an emphasis on growing our residency programs and encouraging more doctors 

to practice in rural areas of our state. 
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Regarding Health Information Exchanges, the Joint Committee feels that there should not be a 

system where patients "opt out", as it is currently structured. Rather, due to the extremely personal 

information on the exchange, patients should "opt in" to allow their medical records to be placed on an 

exchange. 

We believe that the Oklahoma Insurance Department should request a waiver to exempt 

insurance companies from the 3-to-1 age band and allow a 5-to-1 age band to avoid encouraging 

younger insured persons from dropping out and thereby increasing adverse selection. 

Due to the significant Native American population and their unique health care systems, we 

recommend consulting the Tribal Nations throughout the process. 

In closing, the Joint Committee agrees with the recent statement from Governor Mitch Daniels 

who said, "Many of us Governors are hoping for either a judicial or legislative rescue from this 

impending disaster, and recent court decisions suggest there's a chance of that. But we can't count on 

a miracle-that's only permitted in Washington policy making. We have no choice but to prepare for 

the very real possibility that the law takes effect in 2014." 
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House of Representatives 

MEETING NOTICE 

SUBJECT: 
MEETING DATE: 
MEETING TIME: 
LOCATION: 

Agenda: 

9:00am-11:30am 

September 7, 2011 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEAL TH CARE LAW 

First Meeting 
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 
9:00A.M. 
House Chamber, State Capitol Building 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Present State of Health Outcomes and Health Care in Oklahoma 
Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer, Oklahoma State Department of Health 
Mike Fogarty, Chief Executive Officer, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 

1 :00 pm - 4:00 pm 

3. PPACA: Description of Mandates, Costs, and Other Implications for the State 
Concerning Public Health 

Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer, Oklahoma State Department of Health 

4. Medicaid and Accountable Care Organizations 
Buffy Heater, Director of Planning and Development, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
Cindy Roberts, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
Jason Sutton, Policy Impact Director, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs 

5. Other Business 
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Senate Appointees: 
Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair 
Senator Cliff Aldridge 
Senator Bill Brown 
Senator Sean Burrage 
Senator Brian Crain 
Senator John Sparks 

Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 
Andrew Messer, Staff Attorney 
Anthony Sammons, Fiscal Analyst 
Darrell D. Washington, Administrative Assistant 

House Appointees: 
Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Rep. Doug Cox 
Rep. Randy Grau 
Rep. Danny Morgan 
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Rep. Jason Nelson 
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Brian Bingman 
President Pro Tempore 
Senate 

Kris Steele 
Speaker 

House of Representatives 

MEETING NOTICE 
September 30, 2011 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEAL TH CARE LAW 

SUBJECT: Second Meeting 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, October 5, 2011 

9:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. MEETING TIME: 
LOCATION: Tulsa Technology Center, Riverside Campus 

801 East 91st Street 
Tulsa, OK 7 4132 
(918) 828-4000 
Directions to center 

Agenda: 

9:00 am - 10:00 am 
Review of Current Marketplace 

Mike Rhoades, Deputy Commissioner, Oklahoma Insurance Department 

10:00 am - 11 :00 am 
Impact on Employers 

Mike Rogers, Health Care Committee Chair for the State Chamber of Commerce 
Phillip Kennedy, MD, President, Comanche Home Center 

11:00 am -12:00 pm 
Impact on Insurance Companies 

Bert Marshall, President, BlueCross/BlueShield of Oklahoma 
Richard Todd, CEO, Community Care 
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1 :30 pm - 2:30 pm 
Impact on Providers 

George Caldwell, MD, Oklahoma State Medical Association 
Craig Jones, President, Oklahoma Hospital Association 

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
Impact on Insurance Agents/Brokers 

Janet Trautwein, CEO, National Association of Health Underwriters 

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Impact on Private Health Care 

Jonathan Small, CPA, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs 

Other Business 

Senate Appointees: 
Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair 
Senator Cliff Aldridge 
Senator Bill Brown 
Senator Sean Burrage 
Senator Brian Crain 
Senator John Sparks 

Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 
Andrew Messer, Staff Attorney 
Anthony Sammons, Fiscal Analyst 
Darrell D. Washington, Administrative Assistant 

House Appointees: 
Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Rep. Doug Cox 
Rep. Randy Grau 
Rep. Danny Morgan 
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Rep. Jason Nelson 
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Brian Bingman 
President Pro Tempore 
State Senate 

Kris Steele 
Speaker 

House of Representatives 

SUBJECT: 
MEETING DATE: 
MEETING TIME: 
LOCATION: 

Agenda: 

MEETING NOTICE 
October 24, 2011 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEAL TH CARE LAW 

Third Meeting 
Wednesday, October 26, 2011 
9:00 A.M - 4:30 P.M. 
Senate Chamber, State Capitol Building 

1. 9:00 - 10:00 - Affordable Care Act impact on Indian Health 

Jefferson Keel, Lt. Governor, Chickasaw Nation 

2. 10:00 - 10:45 - Status of PPACA lawsuits, what the ballot question did for Oklahoma 

Pat Wyrick, Oklahoma Solicitor General 

3. 10:45 - 11 :30 - Comparison of Federal vs. State based Exchanges 

David Blatt, Director of Oklahoma Policy Institute 

4. 1 :00 - 1 :45 - Constitutional issues 

Andy Spiropoulos, Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the Study of 
State Constitutional Law and Government, OCU School of Law 
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5. 1 :45 - 3:00 - What other States are doing 

Laura Tobler, Health Programs Director, Martha Salazar, Policy Associate, 
NCSL 

6. Other Business 

Senate Appointees: 
Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair 
Senator Cliff Aldridge 
Senator Bill Brown 
Senator Sean Burrage 
Senator Brian Crain 
Senator John Sparks 

Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 
Andrew Messer, Fiscal Analyst 
Anthony Sammons, Staff Attorney 
Darrell D. Washington, Administrative Assistant 

House Appointees: 
Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Rep. Doug Cox 
Rep. Randy Grau 
Rep. Danny Morgan 
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Rep. Jason Nelson 
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Brian Bingman 
President Pro Tempore 
State Senate 

Mary Fallin 
Governor 

Kris Steele 
Speaker 

House of Representatives 

SUBJECT: 
MEETING DATE: 
MEETING TIME: 
LOCATION: 

Agenda: 

MEETING NOTICE 
November 2, 2011 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEAL TH CARE LAW 

Fourth Meeting 
Thursday, November 3, 2011 
9:00 A.M. 
Tulsa Technology Center, 801 W. "K" Place, Jenks, Oklahoma. 

1. 9:00 - 10:00 AM, Exchange options, federal, federal/state partnership, state -
Krista Drobac, Director of Health Division, National Governors Association 

2. 10:00 - 10:45 AM, Technology and privacy issues with exchanges -Amanda Teegarden 

3. 10:45 - 11 :30 AM, Current Technology - David Kendrick, Director of HIT 

4. 1 :00 - 1 :45 PM, Agent Compensation - Ryan Young, Director, Federal Government Affairs, 
Independent Insurance & Brokers of America 

5. 1 :45 - 2:45 PM, Exchange Options - Ed Haisimaier, Heritage Foundation 

6. 2:45 - 3:30 PM, Exchange Providers - Josh Beckett, Benefit Focus 

7. 3:30 - 4: 15 PM, Exchange providers - Ceridian 

8. Other Business 
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Senate Appointees: 
Sen. Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair 
Sen. Cliff Aldridge 
Sen. Bill Brown 
Sen. Brian Crain 
Sen. John Sparks 

Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 

House Appointees: 
Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Rep. Doug Cox 
Rep. Randy Grau 
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Rep. Jason Nelson 

Andrew Messer, Fiscal Analyst 
Anthony Sammons, Staff Attorney 
Darrell D. Washington, Admin. Asst. 
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Brian Bingman 
President Pro Tempore 
State Senate 
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http:www .oksenate.gov 

Mary Fallin 
Governor 

REVISED 
MEETING NOTICE 

November 14, 2011 

Kris Steele 
Speaker 

House of Representatives 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEAL TH CARE LAW 

SUBJECT: FIFTH MEETING 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 

9:00 A.M-12:00 P.M. MEETING TIME: 
LOCATION: House Chamber, State Capitol Building. 

Agenda: 

1. 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Non Profit Exchange - Mark Tozzio 

2. 10:00 a.m. - 11 :00 am 

Non Profit Clinics 

3. 11:00 a.m. -12:00 pm 

Committee Discussions 

4. Other Business and Adjournment 
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Senate Appointees: 
Sen. Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair 
Sen. Cliff Aldridge 
Sen. Bill Brown 
Sen. Brian Crain 
Sen. John Sparks 
Sen. Sean Burrage 

Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst 
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 

House Appointees: 
Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair 
Rep. Doug Cox 
Rep. Randy Grau 
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel 
Rep. Jason Nelson 
Rep. Danny Morgan 

Andrew Messer, Staff Attorney 
Anthony Sammons, Fiscal Analyst 
Darrell D. Washington, Admin. Asst. 
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August 10, 2011 

 

 

Dear State Exchange Grantees, Medicaid and CHIP Directors, and Health and Human Services 

Directors: 

 

As part of the Administration’s commitment to promote flexibility for States and to ensure 

effective and efficient use of State and Federal resources, we are providing a time-limited, 

specific exception to the cost allocation requirements set forth in OMB Circular A-87 (Section 

C.3) to allow, at the option of the State, Federally funded human services programs to benefit 

from investments in State eligibility systems being made by State-operated Exchanges, Medicaid 

and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  This exception, discussed below, allows 

States the opportunity to thoughtfully consider the benefits of integrating the eligibility 

determination functions across health and human services programs and the timing of any such 

integration.   

 

Integrated systems can realize efficiencies for States and better customer service for families.  At 

the same time, States have a short timeframe to accomplish the eligibility system changes needed 

to implement Affordable Care Act health insurance changes that take effect in 2014.  We 

encourage States to consider the benefits of interoperable systems, and how system development 

might be staged to ensure that the Affordable Care Act timeframes are met.  Ultimately, 

decisions about whether to integrate the eligibility functions across programs and the schedule 

for such integration is a State decision. We are committed to providing coordinated Federal 

support and technical assistance throughout the process.  

 

Background 

 

As you know, the Affordable Care Act is projected to expand health insurance coverage to tens 

of millions of individuals starting January 1, 2014, through new Affordable Insurance Exchanges 

(Exchanges) and expansions in Medicaid.  In addition, the Affordable Care Act substantially 

changes the way Medicaid programs cover individuals, creating a new national income standard 

and methodology which will work in coordination with CHIP, and premium tax credits and 

reduced cost-sharing through the Exchanges. 

 

To accommodate these demands, many States are making long-needed investments in eligibility 

systems, to provide a high-quality customer experience to all individuals seeking health 

coverage, to accurately and quickly make a decision about a person’s eligibility, and to get the 

individual enrolled into coverage.   
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ow these systems should be developed and 

 which calls for coordinated eligibility 

 

We have provided previous guidance to States about h

deployed to meet the goals of the Affordable Care Act,

determination mechanisms.  In accordance with this previous guidance, State eligibility systems, 

in order for the improvements to be eligible for Federal assistance, must be able to determine 

eligibility for Medicaid, CHIP, and premium tax credits and cost sharing benefits through the 

Exchange in a streamlined and integrated fashion. Medicaid, CHIP, and the Exchange will each 

contribute funding to a shared eligibility service or system that will apply a coordinated set of 

eligibility rules and use a common verification system to determine placement in one of the 

coverage programs available.  As a reminder, this Federal guidance can be found in the 

“Guidance for Exchange and Medicaid Information Technology (IT) Systems, Version 2.0” 

(located at http://www.cms.gov/Medicaid-Information-Technology-

MIT/Downloads/exchangemedicaiditguidance.pdf and http://www.cms.gov/Medicaid-

Information-Technology-MIT/). 

 

Exceptions to Certain Cost Allocation Requirements 

 

Because other Federally funded human services programs can benefit from the changes being 

made to create a modern infrastructure to determine eligibility for Exchanges, tax credits, 

Medicaid and CHIP, we sought and received an exception to OMB Circular A-87 to allow States 

to reuse these assets for other programs and purposes without having to allocate those 

development costs to these other programs. 

 

The exception allows human services programs (including, but not limited to, Temporary 

Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF), and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)) to utilize systems designed specifically for 

determining a person’s eligibility for certain health coverage programs (Medicaid, CHIP, and 

premium tax credits and cost sharing benefits through the Exchange) without sharing in the 

common system development costs, so long as those costs would have been incurred anyway to 

develop systems for the Exchanges, Medicaid, and CHIP.  Incremental costs for additional 

requirements needed for the inclusion of those programs, whether they are added to those 

projects at initial or later stages, must be charged entirely to the benefitting program.    

 

This exception is effective immediately, applies only to development costs for eligibility 

determination systems, and terminates on December 31, 2015.  Maintenance and operational 

costs for these systems shall continue to be cost allocated as currently required under OMB 

Circular A-87.  Additional guidance and technical assistance related to the exception will be 

provided in the upcoming months.   

 

CMS will track and compare development across States benchmarking costs and system 

capacity, to ensure that States are accurately capturing which costs and components are 

attributable to the underlying system for the Exchanges, Medicaid, and CHIP, and which are 

attributable to the addition of human services programs.  We will provide more guidance at a 

later time. 

 

As you know, the Affordable Care Act’s coverage expansions are effective January 1, 2014, and 

the systems that support eligibility determinations need to be operational and fully tested no later 
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em requirement that would delay meeting 

 tight timeframes, we encourage States 

sider mechanisms for phasing their IT 

termine eligibility for human services 

 

than the summer of 2013.  Toward that end, any syst

that deadline will not be permitted.  Because of these

pursuing an integrated eligibility system strategy con

development such that the functionality needed to de

programs, such as TANF or SNAP, can be added after the health components are up and 

running.  The exception to OMB Circular A-87 cost allocation principles remains in place 

through December 31, 2015, to allow such phased projects.  

 

The U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) are 

committed to a strong partnership with States and our Federal partners as we work together to 

implement the Affordable Care Act.    

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

/s/       /s/ 

 

Cindy Mann      Kevin Concannon 

Deputy Administrator     Undersecretary for Food, Nutrition 

and Director for Center for Medicaid, CHIP  and Consumer Services, 

and Survey & Certification,    U.S. Department of Agriculture   

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 

Department of Health & Human Services  

 

/s/       /s/ 

 

George Sheldon     Steve Larsen              

Acting Assistant Secretary    Deputy Administrator and Director for 

for Administration for Children and Families,  Center for Consumer Information and  

Department of Health & Human Services   Insurance Oversight, 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 

Department of Health & Human Services  
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 2:59:43 PM

Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline for exchanges:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Glenn Coffee; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FINAL: health insurance exchange /medicaid Q and A for media
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 2:59:43 PM

Exchanges:
 
“Governor Fallin is continuing to explore the state’s options as they relate to health insurance
exchanges. Her priority is to ensure the people of Oklahoma are best served by a system that
increases access to health care, controls health care costs and does so in a way that is fiscally
responsible. Oklahoma is not in a unique position; many other states are continuing to weigh
what options best serve their citizens, as is responsible.
 
“However, like other states, Oklahoma’s decision making process has been significantly
hampered by the failure of the federal government to provide further guidance regarding its
own rules and regulations. In a letter dated July 10 of this year (available here),  Governor
Bob McDonnell, acting on behalf of Republican governors, asked the White House dozens of
questions concerning the implementation of insurance exchanges as well as the
administration’s proposed Medicaid expansion. To date, these questions have not been
answered. Governor Fallin is extremely frustrated that states have been asked to make
important decisions regarding the health outcomes of their citizens with little or no
information provided by the administration. Basic questions such as ‘how much will an
insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been left unanswered. It is
disappointing and frustrating that so little information has been provided to states. “
 
Regarding the impending Nov 16 deadline for exchanges:
 
“The November 16 ‘deadline’ to submit a plan for an insurance exchange is an internal
agency deadline, not in statute, with no obvious penalties for states that do not meet it. After
reviewing ACA guidelines and conferring with other states, our policy staff does not believe
it is true that Oklahoma will necessarily be subject to a federal exchange if it misses the
November 16 deadline. Obama administration officials have confirmed that, calling the
deadline a ‘rolling deadline.’ Again, much of the confusion surrounding the ACA and health
insurance exchanges is the result of the federal government refusing to answer simple
questions about its own law.”  
 
Medicaid expansion:
 
“The governor did say she would make a decision sometime after the election, when it was
clearer what the future of the ACA would be. The election ended a very short time ago, as
you know. Her priority is not to make this decision as quickly as possible; it is to make the
right decision. Governor Fallin is still conferring with other lawmakers, her cabinet, and
health care experts in Oklahoma and around the country as to what course of action best
serves the people of Oklahoma.”
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S2-26-12 
Baltimore, Maryland   21244-1850 
 
Center for Medicaid, CHIP and Survey & Certification 
Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office 
 
       SMDL#  11-008 
       ACA#  18 
July 8, 2011 
 

Re:  Financial Models to Support State 
Efforts to Integrate Care for Medicare-
Medicaid Enrollees 

 
Dear State Medicaid Director: 
 
This letter provides preliminary guidance on opportunities to align financing between 
Medicare and Medicaid to support improvements in the quality and cost of care for 
individuals enrolled in both programs (also referred to as “Medicare-Medicaid enrollees” 
or “dual eligibles”).  Specifically, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
is outlining two models for States pursuing integration of primary, acute, behavioral 
health and long term services and supports for their full benefit Medicare-Medicaid 
enrollees.    
  
Section 2602 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Pub. L. 111-148), 
enacted on March 23, 2010, as revised by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2010 (Pub. L. 111-152), together known as the Affordable Care Act, created the 
Federal Coordinated Health Care Office (“Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office”).  
The Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office is charged with making the two programs 
work together more effectively to improve care and lower costs.  Specifically, pursuant to 
section 2602(c) of the Affordable Care Act, the Office is focused on improving quality 
and access to care for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees; simplifying processes; and 
eliminating regulatory conflicts and cost-shifting that occurs between the Medicare and 
Medicaid programs, States, and the Federal government. 
 
In partnership with States, CMS is improving the quality of care Medicare-Medicaid 
enrollees receive by expanding access to seamless, integrated programs.  The first 
initiative in this area, the State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible 
Individuals, was launched in April 20111

 

 through the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Innovation (“Innovation Center”).  CMS is working with fifteen States, competitively 
selected based on their advanced readiness, to design person-centered approaches to 
better coordinate care for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  The overall goal of this initiative  

 
                                                           
1 CMS has subsequently launched two additional initiatives to support States’ efforts to improve the quality 
and costs of care for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees: the availability of Medicare Parts A, B, and D data to 
States for care coordination purposes and the Alignment Initiative.  For more information on all of these 
initiatives, please see http://www.cms.gov/medicare-medicaid-coordination. 
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is to develop, test and validate fully integrated delivery system and care coordination 
models that can be replicated in other States.  Early work with these States confirms that 
a key component of such initiatives will be testing new payment and financing models to 
promote better care and align the incentives for improving care and lowering costs 
between Medicare and Medicaid.   

This letter provides guidance on two financial alignment models that CMS seeks to test 
with States.  Through the Innovation Center, CMS is interested in testing these models 
across the country in programs that collectively serve up to 1-2 million Medicare-
Medicaid enrollees.  The models are open to the fifteen States participating in the above 
mentioned State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals as well as 
any other State that demonstrates it can meet the established standards and conditions and 
would be ready to implement its proposed demonstration by the end of 2012.  Under 
these models, CMS will work with interested States to combine Medicare and Medicaid 
authorities to test a new payment and service delivery model to reduce program 
expenditures under Medicare and Medicaid while preserving or enhancing the quality of 
care furnished to Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in this capitated program.  
Demonstrations under this program would be limited to no more than three years.  All 
demonstrations will include a rigorous evaluation, the results of which will help inform 
the potential for future program changes.  

CMS is offering streamlined approaches for States interested in testing these two models 
and technical assistance to support necessary planning activities.   

The first model is a capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees; 
the second is a managed fee-for-service (FFS) approach to integration.  Under the 
capitated model, CMS, the State, and health plans2

This letter provides initial information on aspects of these two models.  It is intended to 
provide sufficient detail to allow States to determine their interest in testing these models 
and to begin necessary planning activities.  Interested States should submit a Letter of 
Intent, as described below, to initiate the process. 

 would enter into a three-way contract; 
the participating plans would receive a prospective blended payment to provide 
comprehensive seamless, coverage.  This model will target aggregate savings through 
actuarially developed blended rates that will provide a new savings opportunity for both 
States and the Federal government.  Under the managed FFS model, CMS and a State 
will enter into agreement whereby the State would be eligible to benefit from savings 
resulting from initiatives that improve quality and reduce costs for both Medicaid and 
Medicare. These models provide States with two new pathways to support integration for 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees and provide opportunities to achieve savings as a result of 
improvements in care delivery.  States meeting the necessary criteria will have an option 
to pursue either or both of these financial alignment models.   

                                                           
2 Eligible health plans include entities currently offering Medicare Advantage or Medicaid managed care 
and could include other eligible entities assuming they can meet all applicable standards, as agreed upon in 
writing by CMS and the State. 
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While this guidance focuses on the new financial alignment model demonstration 
opportunities, The Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office is available to provide 
technical assistance and access to a Resource Center for all States in support of efforts to 
improve the quality and cost effectiveness of care for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees. 
 
General Information 
 
Throughout this guidance, there will be references to an “integrated program,” which 
refers to one that encompasses all the medical, behavioral health, and long-term services 
and supports needed by an individual eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  CMS is 
pursuing integrated programs because a comprehensive approach will ensure that the 
individual has a seamless care experience and that one entity is accountable for the full 
continuum of care for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollee.   
 
Implementation of these models will rely on effective partnerships with States and 
success will largely be contingent upon engagement with and the capacity of health care 
and service providers that support and care for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in their 
communities.  Medicare-Medicaid enrollees, their families and consumer organizations 
working with them also have a central role to play in helping to design a person-centered 
system of care.  Therefore, CMS encourages and expects active and meaningful State 
engagement with stakeholders in both models. 
 
Background 
 
There are over 9 million Medicare-Medicaid enrollees, more than two-thirds of whom 
receive full benefits from both programs.3  While Medicare-Medicaid enrollees comprise 
only 16 percent of Medicare and 15 percent of Medicaid enrollees, they account for 27 
percent and 39 percent of total Medicare and Medicaid spending respectively.4

 

   The 
majority of these beneficiaries receive their care in uncoordinated systems, which may 
result in poor quality, or costly care.  A priority for CMS and the Department is to 
significantly increase the number of Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in seamless 
coordinated care systems that will improve beneficiary experiences and quality outcomes, 
while also achieving savings for both States and the Federal government. 

A longstanding barrier to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees has been the 
financial misalignment between Medicare and Medicaid.  Reforms to improve quality 
and reduce costs require an investment in the delivery system and care management.  
Because delivery of services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees is split between Medicare 
and Medicaid, States may lack incentives to invest in such initiatives.  As a result, these  
 

                                                           
3 Based on the Centers for Medicare &Medicaid Services (CMS) Enrollment Database, Provider 
Enrollment, Economic and Attributes Report, provided by CMS Office for Research, Development and 
Information, July 2010. 
 
4 The Medicare Payment Advisory Committee, A Data Book: Healthcare spending and the Medicare 
program, June 2010 and Kaiser Family Foundation, The Role of Medicare for the People Dually Eligible 
for Medicare and Medicaid.  January 2011. 
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beneficiaries, arguably those who could benefit the most from an investment in care 
coordination, are generally excluded from such State programs.   
 
To address this challenge, CMS is announcing two models that will provide opportunities 
to improve quality and the beneficiary experience while also reducing costs for both 
States and the Federal government.  They are part of a broader agenda for the Medicare-
Medicaid Coordination Office, CMS, and the Administration to improve the care, quality, 
cost, and, ultimately, health for this population. 
 
Capitated Model  
 
One approach to integration is to leverage the significant experience of States in utilizing 
capitated models to provide care for the Medicaid population.  Currently, the most 
integrated systems for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees are funded through capitated 
arrangements, which have supported efforts to create flexible, person-centered systems of 
care.  The Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE), Fully Integrated Dual 
Eligible Medicare Advantage Special Needs Plans, managed long-term care programs in 
Medicaid, and prior Medicare-Medicaid demonstrations provide important lessons.  The 
capitated model described in this guidance builds on those experiences and is designed to 
address some of the remaining programmatic and fiscal challenges in current contracting 
models, and to ensure incentives are aligned to encourage States and plans to participate.   
Under this model, CMS will test a new capitated payment model utilizing a three-way 
contract among a State, CMS and health plans to provide integrated benefits to Medicare-
Medicaid enrollees. 
 
Plans will receive a blended capitated rate for the full continuum of benefits provided to 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees across both programs.  The capitated model will target 
aggregate savings through actuarially developed blended rates that will provide savings 
for both States and the Federal government.  Plans will be required to meet established 
quality thresholds. 
 
The three-way contract among CMS, the State, and health plans will also test 
administrative, benefit and enrollment flexibilities that will further the goal of providing a 
seamless experience for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees utilizing a simplified and unified 
set of rules.  Such flexibilities will vary by State and may include, but are not limited to: 
supplemental benefits; enrollment flexibilities; and a single set of appeals, auditing and 
marketing rules and procedures.  Any flexibility will be coupled with specific beneficiary 
protections that will be included in the contract among the parties.  
 
Plans will be selected through a competitive, joint procurement by States and CMS.  
CMS and the State will contract with selected high-performing health plans that 
demonstrate the capacity to provide to enrollees, directly or by subcontracting with other 
qualified entities, the continuum of Medicare and Medicaid covered services.  CMS and 
the State will ensure that beneficiaries have access to an adequate network of medical and 
supportive service providers.   
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Managed FFS Model  
 
Another approach to integration is to design programs built on the existing FFS delivery 
system.  Many States have invested significant resources to organize their delivery 
system to provide coordinated care for Medicaid beneficiaries through a FFS model.  In 
addition, new CMS programs focused on redesigning the primary care delivery system 
(e.g., Accountable Care Organizations, Medicaid health homes) offer opportunities for 
States to improve coordination of care within a managed FFS delivery model.  Under this 
model, CMS will test the impact of establishing a retrospective performance payment to 
States based on Medicare savings achieved for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  The State 
program will ensure seamless integration and access to all necessary services based on 
the individual’s needs through coordination across the two programs.  States would make 
the upfront investment in care coordination and would be eligible for a retrospective 
performance payment should a target level of savings result to Medicare.  Savings 
determinations will be based on rigorous evaluation of Medicare and Medicaid spending 
in each State and must be certified by CMS Office of the Actuary (OACT). 
 
States will be eligible for retrospective performance payments based on Medicare savings 
net of increased Federal Medicaid costs.  Performance payments will only be made to 
States that meet or exceed established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid 
enrollees in the program. 
 
Streamlined Process 
 
States that are interested in pursuing these models are asked to submit a Letter of Intent to 
CMS to begin the planning process by October 1, 2011. 
 
After notifying CMS of its interest to participate, a State will have to demonstrate that it 
has met or exceeded certain CMS established standards and conditions to begin the 
formal process of entering into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
State and CMS. The standards and conditions, which will be provided through 
supplemental guidance for interested States, will ensure consistency across State 
initiatives, promote sound management, and ensure beneficiary protections.  They may 
differ slightly between the two models; however, each will include:  
 

• Public notice and meaningful consumer and other stakeholder engagement; 
• Enrollment targets and related outreach initiatives; 
• Integrated care management across primary, acute, behavioral health and long-

term services and supports; 
• OACT certifiable estimates of expected savings; 
• Integrated beneficiary level claims data to inform program management and 

evaluation; 
• Adequate access to networks of medical and supportive services providers; 
• Monitoring and oversight infrastructure; 
• Quality measurement infrastructure; and 
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• Target implementation date by end of 2012. 
 
CMS will work with interested States to determine whether they meet established 
standards and conditions. 
 
Upon meeting the standards and conditions, CMS and the State will enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that will outline the parameters of the initiative.   
 
Enclosed for informational purposes with this letter are draft MOU templates that list, in 
broad categories, the terms and conditions of the demonstration, including: Statement of 
Initiative, Program Authority, Contracting Process, Readiness Review, Enrollment, 
Beneficiary Protections, Administration and Reporting, Quality Management, Financing 
and Payment, Evaluation, and Oversight Responsibilities.  The MOU templates are 
provided to illustrate roles and responsibilities that CMS and States will undertake as 
they plan for implementation of these models. CMS is continuing to review the 
templates, and modifications may be made prior to execution.  Additionally, final 
commitments will be established either: 1) in a three-way contract among CMS, the 
State, and a health plan under the capitated model; or 2) in a final agreement between 
CMS and the State under the managed FFS model.  The steps in the process for States are 
listed below.  Steps 4-6 apply only to the capitated model.   
 

1)      Letter of Intent; 
2)      Work with CMS to meet established standards and conditions; 
3)      Sign Memorandum of Understanding with CMS; 
4)      State procurement documents released; 
5)      CMS and the State select qualified plans; 
6)      CMS and the State conduct readiness reviews of each selected plan; 
7)      Three-way contracts signed (capitated model): Final agreement signed (FFS); 
          and 
8)      Implementation, monitoring, and evaluation. 

 
Quality Measurement and Evaluation 
 
All State programs will be evaluated as to their ability to improve quality and reduce 
costs.  To facilitate evaluation, CMS is requiring States to collect and report all necessary 
information for the overall evaluation.  Participating States will be required to collect and 
provide individual-level quality, cost, enrollment and utilization data for the purposes of 
comparing the effects of these models across sub-groups of Medicare-Medicaid enrollees, 
including those that participate in the integrated model being tested and those that do not.  
CMS will provide standardized methodologies for tracking key utilization, quality and 
cost measures.   
 
Additionally participating health plans in the capitated model will be required to provide 
encounter data in a common format that will facilitate evaluation and an improved 
understanding of the beneficiary experience in the plan.  Participating plans will also be  
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required to report on certain established quality indicators to allow an evaluation of the 
impact on quality of care for enrollees.  
 
States and relevant entities will be required to cooperate with CMS or its designated 
agent conducting the evaluation.  This evaluation, and the data gathered for it, will also 
provide States with information that can help inform continued improvement of a State’s 
integrated program.  CMS will provide subsequent guidance on the data requirements and 
evaluation design. 
 
Support for State Planning Activities  
 
The Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office, working in collaboration with the 
Innovation Center, the Center for Medicaid, CHIP & Survey and Certification, and the 
Center for Medicare, is available to assist States interested in pursuing the two models 
outlined in this letter.  In addition, CMS is in the process of establishing a technical 
assistance (TA) Resource Center.  Interested States will be able to access the TA 
Resource Center to work through the process of developing a State initiative and meeting 
the necessary standards and conditions.  
 
Interested States should submit a Letter of Intent via email to Melanie Bella, Director, 
Medicare-Medicaid Coordination Office, at Melanie.Bella@cms.hhs.gov.   
 
The financial alignment models outlined in this letter are tools to be used as part of an 
array of integration initiatives to improve the access, quality and costs of care for 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  As we move forward, we remain committed to ensuring 
that these individuals are able to receive the best care from both programs while 
maintaining our longstanding commitment to effectively manage Federal resources.   
 
We look forward to working with States, individually and collectively, as part of our 
ongoing partnership to develop and test initiatives that improve quality and reduce cost 
for high cost populations, particularly those eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  If 
you have questions about this demonstration initiative, please contact Tim Engelhardt, 
Director of the Models and Demonstrations Group in the Medicare-Medicaid 
Coordination Office at Tim.Engelhardt@cms.hhs.gov.  Questions or comments may also 
be submitted to the Medicare-Medicaid Coordination mailbox, at 
MedicareMedicaidCoordination@cms.hhs.gov. 
 
 
     Sincerely, 
      
     /s/ 
 

Cindy Mann 
Director, Center for Medicaid , 
CHIP and Survey & Certification 

Melanie Bella 
Director, Medicare-Medicaid 
Coordination Office 

 
Attachments 
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cc:  
CMS Regional Administrators 
 
CMS Associate Regional Administrators 
Division of Medicaid and Children’s Health 
 
Matt Salo 
President 
National Association of Medicaid Directors 
 
Alan R. Weil, J.D., M.P.P. 
Executive Director 
National Academy for State Health Policy 
 
Director of Health Legislation 
National Governors Association 
 
Christine Evans, M.P.H 
Director, Government Relations  
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 
 
Joy Wilson 
Director, Health Committee 
National Conference of State Legislatures 
 
Debra Miller 
Director for Health Policy 
Council of State Governments 
 
Ron Smith 
Director 
Legislative Affairs 
American Public Human Services Association 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
 
 
 

Between 
 
 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Innovation Center 
 

And 
 

[Name of State] 
 

 
Regarding A Federal-State Partnership to Test a Capitated Financial Alignment 

Model for Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 
 
 
 

[Insert Name of Initiative] 
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I.  STATEMENT OF INITIATIVE 
 
To establish a Federal-State partnership between the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) and the [Name of State] to implement the [Name of Initiative] to better 
serve individuals eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid (“Medicare-Medicaid 
enrollees” or “dual eligibles”). The Federal-State partnership will include a three-way 
contract with Participating Plans that will provide integrated benefits to Medicare-
Medicaid enrollees in the geographic area(s).  The initiative is intended to alleviate the 
fragmentation and improve coordination of services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees, 
enhance quality of care and reduce costs for both the State and the Federal government.   
 
Individuals who are eligible for Medicare and full Medicaid benefits will be eligible for 
enrollment in this initiative.  State specific eligibility for the initiative is provided in 
Appendix 3. 
 
Under this initiative, Participating Plans will be required to provide, either directly or 
through subcontracts, all medically necessary Medicare and Medicaid-covered services 
under a capitated model of financing.  CMS, the State, and the Participating Plans will 
ensure that beneficiaries have access to an adequate network of medical and supportive 
services.  
 
CMS and the State shall jointly select and monitor the Participating Plans.  
Implementation of this initiative will require that CMS approve Participating Plan 
contracts under demonstration authority for Medicare and demonstration or State Plan 
authority for Medicaid as described in section 3A and detailed in Appendices 4 and 5.  
 
Key objectives of the initiative are to improve beneficiary experience in accessing care, 
improve quality, eliminate cost shifting between the two programs and achieve cost 
savings for States and CMS.  The initiative will test the effect of an integrated payment 
and care model on serving both community and institutional populations.  In order to 
accomplish these objectives, comprehensive contract requirements will specify access, 
quality, financial solvency and network standards.  Contract management will focus on 
performance measurement and continuous quality improvement.  Participating Plans will 
be required to comply with all applicable existing Medicare and Medicaid rules and 
regulations as well as program specific and evaluation requirements, as will be further 
specified in a contract to be implemented among the Participating Plans, State and CMS.   
 
As part of this initiative, CMS and the State will test new Medicare and Medicaid 
payment methodologies designed to support Participating Plans in serving the full range 
of Medicare-Medicaid enrollees. Such financing approaches will minimize cost-shifting 
and align incentives between Medicare and Medicaid, and support the best possible 
health outcomes for enrollees.  
 
CMS and the State will allow for certain flexibilities that will further the goal of 
providing a seamless experience for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees, utilizing a simplified 
and unified set of rules.  Such flexibilities may include, but are not limited to,  
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supplemental benefits, enrollment flexibilities, and a single set of appeals, auditing and 
marketing rules and procedures.  Flexibilities will be coupled with specific beneficiary 
safeguards and will be included in the contract among the parties.  
 
Preceding the signing of this MOU, the State has undergone necessary planning activities 
consistent with the CMS checklist of standards and conditions for participation as 
detailed through supporting documentation provided in Appendix 2.  Demonstrations 
under this initiative would be no longer than three years. 
 
II.  SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
This document details the agreement between CMS and the State regarding the principles 
under which the initiative will be implemented and operated. (See Appendix 1 for 
definitions of terms used in this Memorandum of Understanding [MOU].)  It also outlines 
the activities which CMS and the State agree to conduct in preparation for planned 
implementation of the initiative.   
 
Following the signing of this MOU, CMS and the State will finalize a Participating Plans 
Procurement Document and will develop an operating manual, which will specify the 
administrative activities CMS and the State will conduct in support of the initiative. As 
agreed upon, the operation manual will be appended to the signed MOUs and Plan 
contracts and are subject to periodic updating.  CMS and the State will undergo a joint 
procurement for Participating Plans and will ultimately enter into a three-way contract 
with selected plans, as specified below. 
 
III.  PROGRAM DESIGN / OPERATIONAL PLAN    
 
A. PROGRAM AUTHORITY 
 
1. Medicaid Authority: The Medicaid elements of the initiative shall operate according 

to existing Medicaid law and regulation except to the extent that variances from these 
requirements are provided for in Appendix 5.  As a term and condition of the 
initiative, Participating Plans will be required to comply with Medicaid managed care 
requirements under 42 C.F.R. 438 et. seq., except to the extent that variances from 
these requirements are provided for in Appendix 4. 

 
2. Medicare Authority: The Medicare portions of the initiative shall operate according 

to existing Medicare law and regulation, except to the extent that variances from these 
requirements are provided for in Appendix 5.   As a term and condition of the 
initiative, Participating Plans will be required to comply with Medicare Advantage 
requirements in Part C and Part D of Title XVIII, and 42 C.F.R. Part 422 and 423, 
except to the extent that variances from these requirements are provided for in 
Appendix 4.  
 

B. CONTRACTING PROCESS 
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1. Participating Plan Procurement Document: CMS and the State shall issue a 
Procurement Document that will include one set of comprehensive purchasing 
specifications that reflect the integration of Medicare and Medicaid and which 
incorporates the model application as summarized in the MOU and appendices.  All 
applicable Medicare Advantage requirements and Medicaid managed care requirements 
shall be incorporated into the Procurement Document.  

2.   Participating Plan Selection: CMS and the State shall contract with qualified 
Participating Plans on a selective basis.  CMS and the State will initiate a joint 
procurement and select eligible plans through a Participating Plan Selection Committee, 
comprised of designated representatives from CMS and the State.  

  
3. Medicare Waiver Approval: Based on recommendations from the Participating Plan 

Selection Committee, CMS will prepare a memo seeking formal Administrator 
approval of Medicare waivers and variances. 

 
4. Medicaid Waiver and/or Medicaid State Plan Approval: Based on 

recommendations from the Participating Plan Selection Committee, CMS will prepare 
a memo seeking formal Administrator approval of Medicaid waivers and variances.    

 
 If the State does not currently have Medicaid managed care authority for Medicaid-

Medicare enrollees available under a Medicaid waiver or through the Medicaid State 
plan, the State will be required to secure such authority or obtain 1915(a) contract 
authority for the Participating Plans. 

 
5.   Readiness Review: CMS and the State shall conduct a readiness review of each selected 

Participating Plan.  Prior to the Participating Plan Contract execution, both CMS and the 
State must agree that a Participating Plan has satisfied all readiness requirements.  CMS 
and the State will collaborate in the design and implementation of the readiness review 
process and requirements.  This readiness review shall include an evaluation of the 
capacity of each potential Participating Plan and its ability to meet all program 
requirements.  

 
6. Participating Plan Contract: CMS and the State shall develop a single Participating 

Plan Contract and contract negotiation process that both parties agree is administratively 
effective and ensures coordinated and comprehensive enforcement and oversight of the 
Participating Plan Contracts consistent with the desired goal for of administrative 
efficiencies.  

 
C.  ENROLLMENT  
 
1. Eligible Populations:  Persons in the State who are eligible for Medicare and full 

Medicaid benefits will be eligible for enrollment in this initiative.  Beneficiaries 
participating in Medicare Advantage, Medicaid managed care and Program of All-
inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) may participate in this initiative if they 
disenroll from their existing programs. CMS will work with the State to address 
participation in other programs or initiatives. State specific eligibility is provided in 
Appendix 3. 
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2.   Enrollment and Disenrollment Processes:  CMS and the State agree that enrollment 
into a Participating Plan may be conducted using a single, seamless, passive enrollment 
process that provides the opportunity for beneficiaries to make a voluntary choice to 
enroll or disenroll from the Participating Plan at any time. Disenrollment from 
Participating Plans and transfers from one Participating Plan to another shall be allowed 
on a month-to-month basis any time in the year throughout the entire duration of the 
initiative.  As mutually agreed upon, CMS and the State may choose to allow for the 
facilitation of this enrollment utilizing an independent third party entity.  Participating 
Plan enrollments and disenrollments shall become effective on the same day for both 
Medicare and Medicaid. 

 
3.   Uniform Enrollment/Disenrollment Documents: CMS and the State shall develop and  
 require the use of single enrollment and disenrollment documentation.                           
 
4.   Monitoring, Outreach, and Education:  CMS and the State agree that all outreach and 

education materials and activities shall require approval by CMS and the State prior to 
dissemination, and shall be subject to a single set of rules.   
 

D.  DELIVERY SYSTEMS AND BENEFITS 
 
1.   Participating Plan Service Capacity: CMS and the State shall contract with 

Participating Plans that demonstrate the capacity to provide, directly or by 
subcontracting with other qualified entities, the full continuum of Medicare and 
Medicaid covered services to enrollees, in accordance with the Participating Plan 
contract.  Medicare covered benefits shall be in accordance with 42 C.F.R. 422.101.   
Medicaid covered benefits shall be in accordance with the requirements in the 
approved Medicaid State plan.  In accordance with the Participating Plan contract, 
CMS and the State may choose to allow for greater flexibility in offering 
supplemental benefits that exceed those currently covered by either Medicare or 
Medicaid to the extent that they are provided under the blended Medicare and 
Medicaid payment rate specified below.  CMS and the State shall establish a process 
for Participating Plans to notify CMS and the State of all changes to its Provider 
Network and to provide a contingency plan for assuring continued access to care for 
enrollees in the case of a Participating Plan provider contract termination and/or 
insolvency of provider within a Participating Plan Provider Network. CMS, the State 
and Participating Plans will ensure that beneficiaries have access to an adequate 
network of medical and supportive service providers that are appropriate and 
competent for the needs of this population.  

 
2. Participating Plan Risk Arrangements: CMS and the State shall require each 

Participating Plan, as part of the application process, to provide a detailed description of 
its risk arrangements with all providers under subcontract with the Participating Plan. It 
will not be acceptable for any incentive arrangements to include any payment or other 
inducement to withhold, limit or reduce medically necessary services to enrollees.   

 
4.   Participating Plan Financial Solvency Arrangements: CMS and the State shall 

establish a standard for all Participating Plans to demonstrate financial solvency that  
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could include one of the following: 1) the solvency requirements for Medicare 
Advantage plans at 42 CFR 422.400; or 2) the solvency requirements for Medicaid 
managed care organizations at 42 USC 1396b(m)(1); or 3) the solvency requirements 
for PACE providers at 42 CFR 460.80; or 4) or other solvency standard as agreed 
upon in writing by CMS and the State. 

 
E.  BENEFICIARY PROTECTIONS, PARTICIPATION, AND CUSTOMER 
SERVICE 
 
1.   Beneficiary Participation on Governing and Advisory Boards: CMS and the State 

shall require Participating Plans to establish meaningful beneficiary input processes 
that may include beneficiary participation on Participating Plan governing boards 
and/ or establishment of Participating Plan beneficiary advisory boards. 

 
2. Enrollee Communications: CMS and the State agree that all Enrollee materials, in 

all forms, shall require approval by CMS and the State prior to use.  Such materials 
shall be integrated to the extent possible and include, but not be limited to: outreach 
and education materials; enrollment and disenrollment materials; benefit coverage 
information; and operational letters for enrollment, disenrollment, claims or service 
denials, complaints, internal appeals, external appeals, and provider terminations. 
Such uniform/ integrated materials will be required to be accessible and 
understandable to the beneficiaries that will be enrolled in the plan.  This includes 
individuals with disabilities and those with limited English proficiency, in accordance 
with current Federal guidelines for Medicare and Medicaid.  

 
3. Participating Plan Customer Service Representatives: CMS and the State shall require 

Participating Plans to employ customer service representatives who shall answer Enrollee 
inquiries and respond to Enrollee complaints and concerns.  

 
4.  Privacy: CMS and the State shall require all Participating Plans to ensure privacy of 

enrollee health records, and provide for access by enrollees to such records as specified in 
the contract. 

 
5.   Appropriate Care: CMS, the State, and Participating Plans shall ensure that all care 

meets the beneficiary’s needs, and is provided in a manner that is sensitive to the 
beneficiary’s language and culture, allows for involvement of caregivers, and in an 
appropriate care setting, including in the home and the community.  CMS, the State, and 
Participating Plans shall ensure that care is person-centered and can accommodate and 
encourage consumer-direction.   

 
F.  INTEGRATED APPEALS 
 
1. Participating Plan Complaints and Internal Appeals Processes: CMS and the State 

agree to develop a unified set of requirements for Participating Plan complaints and 
internal appeals processes that incorporate relevant Medicare Advantage, Medicare Part 
D and Medicaid managed care requirements, which will be specified in the Participating 
Plan Contract.  All Participating Plan Complaints and Internal Appeals processes shall be  
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 subject to the review and prior approval of CMS and the State. 
 
2. External Appeals Processes: CMS and the State agree to utilize a single Appeals 

process that will be developed utilizing both Medicare and Medicaid requirements.  
Protocols will be developed to assure coordinated access to the appeals mechanism.  

 
G. ADMINISTRATION AND REPORTING 
 
1. Participating Plan Contract Management: CMS and the State agree to designate 

representatives to serve on a CMS-State Contract Management team which shall 
conduct periodic Participating Plan contract management activities related to ensuring 
access, quality, program integrity, and financial solvency. 

 
These activities shall include but not be limited to: 

 
• Reviewing and analyzing Health Plan Employer Data and Information Set 

(HEDIS) data, Consumer Assessment of  Health Plan Satisfaction (CAHPS) data, 
Health Outcomes Survey data, enrollment and disenrollment reports, and reports 
of Enrollee Complaints, reviewing compliance with applicable CMS and/or State 
Medicaid Agency standards, and initiating programmatic changes and/or changes 
in clinical protocols, as appropriate.  

 
• Reviewing and analyzing reports on Participating Plans’ fiscal operations and 

financial solvency, conducting program integrity studies to monitor fraud, waste 
and abuse as may be agreed upon by CMS and the State, and ensuring that 
Participating Plans take corrective action, as appropriate. 
 

• Reviewing and analyzing reports on Participating Plans’ network adequacy, 
including the plans’ ongoing efforts to replenish its network. 

 
• Reviewing any other applicable ratings and measures. 

 
2. Day-to-Day Participating Plan Monitoring: CMS and the State will establish 

procedures for Participating Plan monitoring that will include responsibilities for day-to-
day monitoring.  CMS or its contractors may directly communicate with Participating 
Plans as necessary. 

 
3. Consolidated Reporting Requirements: CMS and the State shall define and specify 

in the Participating Plan Contract a Consolidated Reporting Process for Participating 
Plans that ensures the provision of the necessary data on diagnosis, HEDIS measures, 
Enrollee satisfaction and evidence-based measures and other information as may be 
beneficial in order to monitor each Participating Plan’s performance.  Participating 
Plans will be required to meet the encounter reporting requirements that are 
established for the Initiative.   
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4. Accept and Process Assessment Data: CMS, or its designated agent conducting the 
evaluation, and the State shall accept and process uniform person-level Enrollee Data, 
as may be necessary for the purposes of program eligibility, payment, or for 
evaluation purposes.   Sources may be based upon an initial and ongoing assessment 
process which includes ICD-9 (and ICD-10, as appropriate) diagnoses codes, Health 
Outcomes Survey for enrollees who are able to self-report, Functional Status elements 
of the Minimum Data Set (MDS), and/or any other data elements deemed necessary 
by CMS and the State.  

 
H.  QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 
1. Quality Management and Monitoring: As an Innovation Center demonstration, 

there will be a rigorous evaluation, which will include quality measures designed to 
ensure beneficiaries are receiving high quality care.  In addition, CMS and the State 
shall jointly conduct a single comprehensive quality management process in 
accordance with Medicare Advantage and Medicaid managed care requirements.  The 
reporting frequency and monitoring process will be specified in the Participating Plan 
Contract.  
 

2.   External Quality Reviews: CMS and the State shall coordinate the Participating 
Plan external quality reviews conducted by the Quality Improvement Organization 
(QIO) and External Quality Review Organization (EQRO).   
 

3. Determination of Applicable Quality Standards: CMS and the State shall  
determine applicable quality standards and monitor the Participating Plan’s 
compliance with those standards. 

 

I.  FINANCING AND PAYMENT 
 
Blended Medicare and Medicaid Payment: Participating Plans will receive a capitated 
payment from CMS (for the Medicare portion of services) and the State (for the Medicaid 
portion of services) as detailed in Appendix 6, the combination of which will make up the 
full amount paid to the plan for the blended Medicare and Medicaid payment for 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the geographic area.  As agreed upon, CMS and the State 
shall develop blended Medicare and Medicaid health plan rates that will allow both the 
State and the Federal government to achieve savings as compared against the lower of 
expected FFS or managed care spending for Medicare and Medicaid, respectively, for 
each service area.  

 
J.   EVALUATION 
 
1. Evaluation Data to be Collected: CMS and the State shall develop processes and 

protocols for collecting or ensuring the Participating Plans contractors collect and 
report to CMS and the State the data needed for the evaluation. 
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2. Evaluation Contract: CMS or its designated agent will conduct an evaluation to 
measure the impact of Participating Plans and the effectiveness of the process to 
enroll beneficiaries into Participating Plans.  CMS and the State will collaborate on 
and coordinate during any evaluation activity. 
 

K.  MODIFICATION OR TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 
 
Either CMS or the State may seek to modify or amend the MOU on a periodic basis per a 
written request.  CMS or the State may elect not to continue the demonstration at any 
time provided that a minimum of 90 days advance notice is provided to either CMS or the 
State, 90 day advance notice is given to Participating Plan contractors, and 60 days 
advance notice is given to enrollees and the general public. 
 
L.  SIGNATURES 
 
This MOU is effective on this day forward [insert date] through the end of the 
demonstration period [insert date].   
 
In Witness Whereof, CMS and [Name of State] have caused this Agreement to be 
executed by their respective authorized officers: 
 
 
United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services: 
 
    
(Authorized Signatory)  (Date) 
 
 
  
(Title) 
 
[Name of State], [Name of State Agency]: 
 
    
(Authorized Signatory)  (Date) 
 
 
  
(Title) 
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  Appendix 7:  Operation Manual 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22438



     

ATTACHMENT : Draft MOU Template for Managed FFS Model 
 
 

 
 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
 
 
 

Between 
 
 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Innovation Center 
 

And 
 

[Name of State] 
 

 
Regarding A Federal-State Partnership to Test a Managed Fee-for-Service 

Financial Alignment Model for Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 
 
 
 

[Insert Name of Initiative] 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

22439



     

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 

I. Statement of Initiative       Page 1 
   

II. Specific Purpose of This Memorandum of Understanding  Page 2 
   

III. Program Design / Operational Plan     Page 2 
       

A.   Program Authority      Page 2 
B.   Eligibility       Page X 
C.  Delivery Systems and Benefits    Page X       
D.   Beneficiary Protections, Participation and  
  Customer Service       Page X 
E.    Administration and Reporting    Page X 
F.    Quality Management      Page X 
G.    Financing and Payment     Page X 
H.    Evaluation       Page X 
I.             Modification or Termination of Agreement   Page X 
J.   Signatures       Page X 

         
 

Appendices [To be provided through planning activities with the State] 
 
1. Definitions        Page X 
2.  CMS Standards and Conditions Checklist and Supporting State 

Documentation       Page X 
3. Details of State Initiative and Geographic Area   Page X 
4. Medicaid Authorities and Variances      Page X 
5. Medicare Authorities and Variances     Page X 

 6. Performance Payments to the State     Page X 
 7. Operation Manual       Page X 
 

          
 

22440



 
 

 
 
I.  STATEMENT OF INITIATIVE 
 
To establish a Federal-State partnership between the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) and the [Name of State] to implement the [Name of Initiative] to better serve individuals 
eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid (“Medicare-Medicaid enrollees” or “dual eligibles”). 
The partnership will provide the State with a new opportunity to establish care management 
programs for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees that will coordinate services across the two programs 
to better align benefits, delivery, care coordination, financing and administration.  The initiative 
is intended to alleviate fragmentation and improve coordination of services for Medicare-
Medicaid enrollees, enhance quality of care and reduce costs for the State and the Federal 
government.   
 
Individuals who are eligible for Medicare and full Medicaid benefits in the State will be eligible 
for enrollment in this initiative.  State specific eligibility for the initiative is provided in 
Appendix 3. 
 
Under this initiative, the State will take accountability for ensuring the effective coordination of 
all medically necessary Medicare and Medicaid-covered services.  In return, the State will be 
eligible for a retrospective performance payment based on Medicare savings net of increased 
Federal Medicaid costs.  CMS and the State will ensure that beneficiaries have access to 
interdisciplinary teams of providers to assure the provision of medical and supportive services in 
a coordinated and clinically effective manner.  
 
The initiative will test new care delivery, payment and financing models to promote better care 
and align the incentives for improving care and lowering costs between Medicare and Medicaid.  
Program oversight will focus on performance measurement and continuous quality improvement.  
States will be expected to comply with all applicable existing Medicaid rules and regulations as 
well as to assure access to all Medicare covered services.  States must also comply with all terms 
and conditions specific to this initiative and evaluation requirements.   
 
CMS will allow for certain benefit and eligibility flexibilities that will further the goal of 
providing a seamless experience for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  Such flexibilities may 
include, but are not limited to, benefit and coverage flexibilities to better align Medicare and 
Medicaid for such enrollees, care management across programs, and eligibility flexibilities to 
allow States to target Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in a specific geographic area. Flexibilities 
will be coupled with specific beneficiary safeguards and will be included in a final agreement.  
 
Demonstrations under this initiative would be no longer than three years. 
 
II.  SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
This document details the general principles under which CMS and the State will implement and 
operate [Insert Name of Initiative]. (See Appendix 1 for definitions of terms used in this 
Memorandum of Understanding [MOU].)  It also outlines the activities which CMS and the State 
agree to conduct in preparation for planned implementation of the initiative in DATE.   
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Before this agreement is signed, the State will ensure necessary planning activities consistent 
with the CMS checklist of standards and conditions for participation as detailed through 
supporting documentation provided in Appendix 2.   
 
Once the MOU is signed and agreed upon, CMS and the State will enter into a final agreement, 
which will include an operating manual that will specify the administrative activities CMS and 
the State will conduct in support of the initiative. As agreed upon, the operation manual will be 
appended to the signed MOUs and may be subject to periodic updating.  
 
III.  PROGRAM DESIGN / OPERATIONAL PLAN    
 
A. PROGRAM AUTHORITY 
 
1. Medicaid Authority: The Medicaid elements of the initiative shall operate according to 

existing Medicaid law and regulation except to the extent that variances from these 
requirements are provided for in Appendix 4.   States proposing to implement managed FFS 
delivery models, including but not limited to primary care case management or health homes, 
will submit contracts for these services to CMS for review prior to implementation.  

 
2. Medicare Authority: The Medicare portions of the initiative shall operate according to 

existing Medicare law and regulation, except to the extent that variances from these 
requirements are provided for in Appendix 5.    
 

B.  ELIGIBILITY  
 
2. Eligible Populations:  Individuals who are eligible for Medicare and full Medicaid benefits 

in the State will be eligible to participate in this initiative.  CMS will work with the State to 
address participation in other programs or initiatives. Beneficiaries participating in Medicare 
Advantage, Medicaid managed care and Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly 
(PACE) may participate in this initiative if they disenroll from their existing programs. State 
specific eligibility is provided in Appendix 3. 
 

2.   Participation Processes:  The State and CMS will agree upon the date in which an individual is 
determined to have become a participant in the initiative and provide specifications in the Final 
Agreement.  Generally, this will not exceed thirty days after becoming eligible for this initiative 
(by gaining dual eligible status, by moving into the service area, etc.).  

 
3.   Uniform Informational Documents: CMS and the State shall develop and require the use of an 

informational document which will inform the beneficiary of the goals of the initiative, any 
operational issues related to receiving care,  his/her selection for participation, and other 
information about his/her rights related to participation and receiving care.  

 
4.   Outreach and Education:  CMS and the State agree that all outreach and education materials 

and activities shall require approval by CMS prior to dissemination.  Such materials shall be 
integrated to the extent possible and include, but not be limited to: outreach and education 
materials; benefit coverage information; and operational letters. Such uniform/ integrated  
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 materials will be required to be accessible and understandable to the beneficiaries.  This includes  
 individuals with disabilities and those with limited English proficiency, in accordance with 

current Federal guidelines for Medicare and Medicaid. 
 

C.  DELIVERY SYSTEMS AND BENEFITS 
 
1.  Delivery Systems:  The State is accountable for providing or arranging for fully integrated 

care and must ensure that all benefits are coordinated across Medicare and Medicaid for 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  

 
2.   Medicare and Medicaid Benefits.  The State shall demonstrate its ability to assure 

continued access, directly or by subcontracting with other qualified entities, to the full 
continuum of Medicare and Medicaid covered services. Medicare covered benefits shall be 
provided in accordance with existing Medicare FFS rules. Medicaid covered benefits shall be 
in accordance with the requirements in the approved Medicaid State plan and any applicable 
waivers.   

 
D.  BENEFICIARY PROTECTIONS, PARTICIPATION AND CUSTOMER SERVICE 
 
1.   Beneficiary Participation: The State shall demonstrate meaningful beneficiary participation 

on development and oversight of the initiative. 
 
2. Enrollee Service Representatives: The State shall assure that its enrollee services 

representatives can answer inquiries and respond to complaints and concerns.  
 
3.   Appropriate Care: CMS and the State shall ensure that all necessary care to meet the 

beneficiary’s needs is included in the overall coordination of benefits across Medicare and 
Medicaid, and is provided in a manner that is sensitive to the beneficiary’s language and culture, 
allows for involvement of caregivers, and in an appropriate care setting, including in the home 
and the community.  CMS and the State shall ensure that care is person-centered and can 
accommodate and encourage consumer-direction.   

 
4.  Grievance and Appeals: The State must assure that individuals have access to all grievance 

and appeal rights under Medicare or Medicaid, or both, and assist the participant in choosing 
which to pursue if both are applicable. 

 
5. Privacy: CMS and the State shall ensure privacy of enrollee health records, and provide for 

access by enrollees to such records. 
 
E. ADMINISTRATION AND REPORTING 
 
1. Day-to-Day Monitoring: CMS and the State shall agree that the State will be responsible for the 

day-to-day monitoring of the program with periodic reporting to CMS in an agreed upon manner 
and timeline, which will be specified in the Final Agreement.   

 
2. Consolidated Reporting Requirements: CMS and the State shall define a Consolidated 

Reporting Process to ensure the provision of necessary data, quality measures, beneficiary  
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 satisfaction and evidence-based measures and other information as may be beneficial in order 
to monitor the initiative.  This process will be specified in the Final Agreement.   

 
3. Accept and Process Assessment Data: CMS, or its designated agent conducting the 

evaluation, and the State shall accept and process uniform person-level beneficiary data, as 
may be necessary for the purposes of program eligibility, payment, or evaluation purposes. 
Sources may be based upon an initial and ongoing assessment process which includes ICD-9 
(and ICD-10, as appropriate) diagnoses codes, Health Outcomes Survey for enrollees who 
are able to self-report, Functional Status elements of the Minimum Data Set (MDS), and/or 
any other data elements deemed necessary by CMS and the State.  

 
F.  QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
 
1. Determination of Applicable Quality Standards: As an Innovation Center demonstration, 

there will be a rigorous evaluation, which will include quality measures designed to ensure 
beneficiaries are receiving high quality care.  In addition, CMS and the State shall determine 
applicable quality measures, standards, and reporting requirements, which shall be specified 
in the Final Agreement, and monitor the program’s performance related to those standards.  
Any performance payment will be contingent upon meeting the established quality standards 
to assure the demonstrations are not only producing savings but also improving quality of 
care. 
 

2.   Quality Management and Monitoring: CMS and the State shall jointly conduct a single 
comprehensive quality management process in accordance with related Medicare and 
Medicaid quality requirements.  
 

G.  FINANCING AND PAYMENT 
 
1. Medicare and Medicaid Payment: Participating providers will continue to receive FFS 

payment from CMS (for the Medicare portion of services) and the State (for the Medicaid 
portion of services) as detailed in Appendix 6. 
 

2. Savings Determination:  Aggregate savings and related savings targets shall reflect 
Medicare savings net of increased Federal Medicaid costs across the two programs and 
support quality and performance goals.  CMS and the State agree that CMS will be 
responsible for making the final savings determinations using a methodology and CMS-
specified parameters that will be detailed in the Final Agreement. 
   

H.   EVALUATION 
 
1. Evaluation Data to be Collected: CMS and the State shall develop processes and protocols 

for collecting and reporting to CMS the data needed for evaluation, which will be specified in 
the Final Agreement. 

 
2. Evaluation Contract: CMS or its designated agent will conduct an evaluation to measure 

the impact of this initiative.  CMS and the State will collaborate on and coordinate during 
any evaluation activity. 
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I.   MODIFICATION OR TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 
 
Either CMS or the State may seek to modify or amend the MOU on a periodic basis per a written 
request.  CMS or the State may elect not to continue the demonstration at any time provided that 
a minimum of 90 days advance notice is provided to either CMS or the State Medicaid agency 
and 60 days advance notice is given to enrollees and the general public. 
 
J.  SIGNATURES 

 
This MOU is effective on this day forward [insert date] through the end of the demonstration 
period [insert date].   
 
In Witness Whereof, CMS and [Name of State] have caused this Agreement to be executed by 
their respective authorized officers: 
 
 
United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services: 
 
    
(Authorized Signatory)  (Date) 
 
 
  
(Title) 
 
[Name of State], [Name of State Agency]: 
 
    
(Authorized Signatory)  (Date) 
 
 
  
(Title) 
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PLACEHOLDER FOR APPENDICES [To be provided through planning activities with the 
State] 

 
Appendix 1: Definitions         
Appendix 2:  CMS Standards and Conditions Checklist and Supporting State 

Documentation        
Appendix 3: Details of State Initiative and Geographic Area 
Appendix 4: Medicare Authorities and Variances       
Appendix 5: Medicaid Authorities and Variances      

 Appendix 6: Performance Payments to the State 
 Appendix 7: Operation Manual 
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Oklahoma Legislature 
 

 
Brian Bingman            Kris Steele 
President Pro Tempore                                                                                          Speaker 
State Senate                                                                                                                                    House of Representatives  
                         

   
 

 
 
 
 

February 22, 2013 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HEALTH CARE LAW 
 

SUBJECT:  First Meeting 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, September 14, 2011  
MEETING TIME: 9:00 A.M. 
LOCATION:  House Chamber, State Capitol Building 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agenda: 
 
                 9:00 am – 11:30 am  
1.  Welcome and Introductions 
 
2.  Present State of Oklahoma Healthcare 
    Dr. Terry Cline, Secretary and State Commissioner of Health  
    Mike Fogarty, Oklahoma Health Care Authority Chief Executive Officer  
 
                1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
3. PPACA Description on mandates, cost, and implications to our state concerning Public   
 Healthcare 
    Julie Cox-Kain, Chief Operating Officer, Oklahoma State Department of Health 
 
4.  Medicaid and Accountable Care Organizations 
    Buffy Heater, Director of Planning and Development, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
    Cindy Roberts, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
    Jason Sutton, Policy Impact Director, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs 
 
5. Oklahoma Department of Human Services   
     
6. Other Business 
  
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
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Senate Appointees:     House Appointees:        
Senator Gary Stanislawski, Co-Chair   Rep. Glen Mulready, Co-Chair   
Senator Cliff Aldridge     Rep. Doug Cox     
Senator Bill Brown     Rep. Randy Grau 
Senator Sean Burrage    Rep. Danny Morgan     
Senator Brian Crain     Rep. Jeannie McDaniel     
Senator John Sparks     Rep. Jason Nelson     
 
 
 
Senate Staff: 
Jennifer Mullens, Legislative Analyst  
Alicia Emerson, Legislative Analyst 
Lori Block, Staff Attorney 
Andrew Messer, Fiscal Analyst 
Anthony Sammons, Staff Attorney 
Darrell D. Washington, Administrative Assistant 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: First larger staff level and agency directors
Date: Friday, June 29, 2012 8:28:28 AM

Mtg re/ PPACA, I know we talked about scheduling it between July 9-11, did you want me to set that
up?

Meeting Participants:

Terri Cline
Julie Cox-Cain
Mike Fogarty
Nico Gomez (OHCA may have another expert ot two they would like to bring)
Denise Northrup
Glenn Coffee
Katie Altshuler
OSF ?
Insurance Department ?
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Mtg re/ PPACA, I know we talked about scheduling it between July 9-11, did you want me to set that
up?

Meeting Participants:

Terri Cline
Julie Cox-Cain
Mike Fogarty
Nico Gomez (OHCA may have another expert ot two they would like to bring)
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From: GovTech Today
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: Fiscal Cliff Threatens Fragile State Economies
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 6:18:57 AM

Subscribe to Government Technology  |  View Newsletter in Browser

Monday, November 19, 2012

Top Story 

Fiscal Cliff Threatens Fragile State Economies

Michigan budget director says failure to reach a deficit reduction deal could trigger turmoil.

Advertisement

Utility organizations that are embracing mobility solutions are seeing

improvements in first-time fix rates, issue resolution times and workforce

productivity. But how can you optimize productivity without disrupting
existing workflows? Register for the webinar with VDC Research on
November 29th .

News and Features 

Four CIOs Discuss the Future of IT

Technology has come so far that CIOs can now focus on innovation and business.

Colorado First to Provide Mobile-Optimized Voter Registration Site 

Colorado's Secretary of State’s Office encouraged voters to register online or update their information

through GoVoteColorado.com.

Health Insurance Exchange Deadline Extended

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius wrote a letter to Republican governors extending the deadline to Dec.

14, 2012

Infographic: Are You an Email Hoarder or Filer?

A recent study reveals three different styles of email management. 

Big City Metrics Go Local

A new startup is offering data analytics software for small municipalities normally only seen in big

governments.

Nebraska Measures Broadband Speeds

Nebraska has its eye on broadband upgrades, but officials must first gather data from citizens to

effectively pursue funding.
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Cybersecurity Bill  Does Not Pass Senate

Sen. Joe Lieberman's new, more modest version of his cybersecurity bill was rejected in a 51-47 vote.

Study: Social Networks Influence IT Decision Making

Like everyone else, IT buyers on are social networks and they’re using them to make decisions.

Question of the Day 

What tests are being conducted to encourage residents to share public seating?

Most Popular 

SeeClickFix Helps Superstorm Sandy Victims

The Web-enabled start-up's involvement is reducing 911 call volume and helping afflicted taxpayers take

personal clean-up efforts into their own hands.

10 Universities Join Together to Offer Online Courses for Credit

Ten top universities in the U.S. will offer small undergraduate classes that provide the same quality as

their on-campus classes.

Editor's Choice 

Increased Data Analytics Could Reduce Deficit By $220 Billion

The American Council for Technology and Industry Advisory Council made recommendations that could

help not only the federal government, but state and local governments as well.

Webinar 

Identity Management Consolidation: Best Practices from New York City 

Federal, state and local government agencies are being told, in no uncertain terms, to consolidate their

sprawling data centers and shift their IT investments to more efficient computing platforms and

technologies once and for all.  With the multitude of Active Directory domains in use for various agencies,

the prospect of consolidation may leave you feeling like a mouse in a maze—unsure of which corner to

turn.  Fortunately, help has arrived.  Join this interactive webinar to discover how to manage consolidation

for your agency to seamlessly improve operations and performance.

Industry Papers

Intel "Why Go Thin" White

Paper

Government IT Survey Results Reveal Key Data

Priorities

Cloud Security Gets Easier The New Information Democracy
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Flash River commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 6:50:49 PM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Flash River commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Flash wrote: "have you wondered why this Administration is throwing you a
bone Mary? perhaps you best do some investigation before you just sign a
contract with this lying crew... Again, I ask you, are you going to stand up
for Oklahoma and reject Obamacare, or are you going to roll over and play
dead while the rest of die trying to pay the TAX this abomination has wroth
on us?"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Flash River commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s status
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 11:20:21 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Flash River commented on Governor Mary Fallin's status.

Flash wrote: "It's nice to remember the Founding Fathers who won this
country’s independence as well as those who sacrifice blood for the
independence, however Mary, If you want to honor them, it's time for the
governor of Oklahoma to do the same thing as all the rest of the states that
reject Obamacare, for this is TRUE freedom from Tyranny. I can promise
you, if you do, you will be remembered just like our heroes and founders
who fought so hard to protect, "We The People" and keep us free. Do you
have what it takes Mary? We shall see."

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this status. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Leavitt Partners
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Flexibility and Collaboration, Essential Keys to Health Care Reform
Date: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 10:31:23 AM

 
Flexibility and Collaboration, Essential

Keys to Health Care Reform
Leavitt Partners

By Dan Schuyler and Laura Summers

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) was planned, architected and
established with little-to-no input from states.  Not surprisingly, this did not sit well with state
legislative leaders who were left with the responsibility of determining how to implement the law
in a way that accounts for the individual characteristics and needs of their state.  Since then,
states have been asking the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for more
collaboration and increased flexibility regarding many of the statutory requirements of PPACA. 
Initially, it seemed like HHS was not listening, however the tide seems to be changing.

On December 16, 2011, HHS made an announcement that indicated it would give states more
flexibility in implementing aspects of health reform.The pre-rule bulletin outlines the Department’s
proposed policies as to how States can establish the Essential Health Benefit. Under the
Department’s intended approach, states would have the flexibility to select an existing state
health plan as the “benchmark” for the items and services included in the essential health
benefits package.

...Read On Here...
 

Investment in Medical Innovation Matters 
Governor Leavitt held a round table discussion this week with a

group of Utah’s health care leaders to assess the impact of the

proportional cuts in the federal budget on medical innovation....
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From: Leavitt Partners
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Flexibility and Collaboration, Essential Keys to Health Care Reform
Date: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 10:25:08 AM

 
Flexibility and Collaboration, Essential

Keys to Health Care Reform
Leavitt Partners

By Dan Schuyler and Laura Summers

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) was planned, architected and
established with little-to-no input from states.  Not surprisingly, this did not sit well with state
legislative leaders who were left with the responsibility of determining how to implement the law
in a way that accounts for the individual characteristics and needs of their state.  Since then,
states have been asking the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) for more
collaboration and increased flexibility regarding many of the statutory requirements of PPACA. 
Initially, it seemed like HHS was not listening, however the tide seems to be changing.

On December 16, 2011, HHS made an announcement that indicated it would give states more
flexibility in implementing aspects of health reform.The pre-rule bulletin outlines the Department’s
proposed policies as to how States can establish the Essential Health Benefit. Under the
Department’s intended approach, states would have the flexibility to select an existing state
health plan as the “benchmark” for the items and services included in the essential health
benefits package.

...Read On Here...
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announcement of the Medicare Shared Savings Program, an
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Do You Know How to Find Exchange Technology Vendors
That Can Deliver?
Some technology vendors claim to have all the necessary

resources to create a successful health insurance exchange...

Read more

Debating Federal Health Reform’s 2014 Deadline for
Implementation of State Health Insurance Exchanges
Federal health care reform has given states a tight timeline for

the implementation of state health insurance exchanges. Is the

reform requiring... Read more
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Follow up links on state exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:36:28 PM

Follow up materials from the state leaders call  on state exchanges Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Follow up on conference call for state leaders
about issues, options, and protections against ObamaCare exchanges

November 22, 2011

Thank you for joining us for a very informative discussion with leading state officials from

Wisconsin, Utah, Louisiana, and Florida about their strategies involving health

exchanges. The one common theme is that each state is doing what it believes is best

for its citizens, regardless of ObamaCare mandates.

Our guest speakers were

Dennis Smith

Secretary of Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services
Robert Spendlove

Director of policy for Utah Governor Gary Herbert
Bruce Greenstein

Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Jenn Ungru

Deputy chief of staff for Florida Gov. Rick Scott

Here are some resources mentioned on the call:

“Another ObamaCare Glitch”

Michael Cannon and Jonathan Adler, The Wall Street Journal
“JCT: ObamaCare's Subsidies Remove 8 Million More Americans from the
Tax Rolls”

Avik Roy, Forbes
“Georgia panel looks into health insurance exchange”

Guy Gugliotta, The Washington Post
“Louisiana to opt out of health insurance exchanges in federal law”

Jan Moller, The Times-Picayune
Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange
This website is a prototype for the Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange and

demonstrates how health insurance may be purchased starting on January 1,

2014.
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Utah Health Exchange

Thanks again for joining us. We will notify you soon about the timing and topic for our

next call. Happy Thanksgiving!

Grace-Marie Turner

Galen Institute

www.galen.org

Merrill Matthews

Institute for Policy Innovation

www.ipi.org

Tracie Sharp

State Policy Network

www.spn.org

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Follow up: State Leaders Call with Dr. Price
Date: Monday, December 19, 2011 3:35:20 PM

Follow up for Dec 15 state leaders call  on
Empowering Patients First Act

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Follow up on our conference call
with Rep. Tom Price, MD, on “Replace” legislation

December 15, 2011

Thank you for joining us last week to discuss the Empowering Patients First Act with

Georgia Rep. Tom Price, MD.

The archived recording of the call is now available. Please note that this recording may

not be used by the media for quoting any speaker or participant without his or her

consent. The call was recorded only as a reference for those invited to the call.

Dr. Price, chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee, has reintroduced the

Empowering Patients First Act (H.R. 3000), a comprehensive bill that repeals PPACA

and replaces it with legislation intended to:

Improve access to coverage

Promote patient-owned coverage and portability

Improve health care delivery through doctor-led quality measures, and

Address health care costs through liability reform.

Dr. Price welcomes your feedback about the bill. You can contact his DC office at 202-

225-4501 and learn more about his work at http://tomprice.house.gov/.

Additional news from the call:

Thanks to John Graham for updating us on the work of the Benjamin Rush
Society.

Grace-Marie Turner gave a summary of her recent Congressional testimony on
medical loss ratios and new paper, "A Radical Restructuring of Health
Insurance."

Jennifer Butler invited everyone to subscribe to SPN News for updates from the

state-based think tanks.

A new report from The Lewin Group shows that Rhode Island's Global Waiver
and budget initiatives have been highly effective in controlling Medicaid costs in
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the state and improving members’ access to more appropriate services.

This call was jointly sponsored by the Galen Institute, the Institute for Policy Innovation,

and the State Policy Network. We hope you will join us next month for a discussion on

the essential health benefits package. We'll send details in the new year.
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Follow up: State Leaders Call with Gov. Herbert
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 10:36:27 AM

Follow up for 9/7/12 call  with Gov. Herbert Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

State Leaders Call

Follow up on our conference call
with Utah Governor Gary Herbert

September 7, 2012

Thank you for joining us last week to discuss Medicaid expansion with Gov. Herbert.

Here are a few resources recommended by our call moderators:

State Lawmaker’s Guide to Evaluating Medicaid Expansion Projections
Medicaid Expansion Will Become More Costly to States
The Real Tragedy Of ObamaCare Has Yet To Be Felt By The Poor

This call was jointly sponsored by the Galen Institute, the Institute for Policy Innovation,

and the State Policy Network. We'll send details about our next call in the coming weeks.
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From: Craig Perry
To: Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: for the governor"s daily update......House info
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 4:45:56 PM

Bills of interest that passed out of the full House on Tuesday, March 1:
 
HB 1034, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), authorizes the State Purchasing Director to
use a state purchase card for acquisitions with no limit on the amount of the transaction for
interagency payments and certain professional services. The measure also modifies what
professional service contracts a state agency is required to evaluate performance of.  Vote:
93-4.
 
HB 1007, by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the method by which
dedicated state revenues are transferred to OTRS.  Contributions into the teachers’ retirement
system would be counted in the per pupil spending average.  Vote: 69-27.
 
HB 1489, by Rep. David Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow), creates a Web site for the public to
access all state road funding.  Vote: 96-0.
 
 
Bills of interest that passed out of House committees on Tuesday, March 1:
 
Energy:
HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow)  has language that basically gives the
oil and gas industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production
on surface land.  It allows them to refuse wind production for “any reason or no reason at
all.”  This is an OIPA request bill.  The wind industry, OGE and PSO expressed concerns
over the bill in its current form.  Rep. Trebilcock agreed to work with both sides before the
bill reaches the House floor.  Vote: 18 to 5. 

Health:
HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  Defines the membership
and appointments to the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB).
 
HB 1429, by Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) requires OSEEGIB to develop a cost-neutral or cost-
positive plan for bariatric surgery coverage of eligible employees by Nov. 1, 2012.
 
HB 2020, by Rep. Randy Grau (R-Edmond), creates the Unborn Wrongful Death Act to
permit a cause of action for the wrongful death of an unborn child with certain exceptions.
 
HB 1571, by Rep. Steve Vaughan (R-Ponca City), provides that all persons are created free
and have inalienable rights, and it defines “person” as a human being at all stages of human
development including the state of fertilization or conception, regardless of certain factors.
 
Veterans:
HB 1081, by Rep. John Bennett (R-Sallisaw), would allow a judge to send a military veteran
convicted of a crime to the Department of Veterans Affairs for treatment if the defendant was
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder or Traumatic Brain Injury.
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Transportation:
HB 1411, by Rep. Charlie Joyner (R-Del City), separates the Rails Program Division from
the ODOT and creates the Oklahoma Railways Commission. On January 1, 2012 all assets,
records and funds of the Division would be transferred to the new Commission.
 
Education:
HB 1744, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), amends the Lindsey Nicole Henry
Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program. It provides that a student who is a child
of a member of the United States Armed Forces who transfers to a school in the state from
out of state or from a foreign country will not need to have spent the prior school year in
attendance at a public school in the state to qualify for the scholarship program.
 
HB 1001, by Rep. Mike Reynolds (R-Oklahoma City), instructs school districts to treat the
voluntary expression of a religious viewpoint by a student the same as it treats the voluntary
expression of a secular viewpoint by another student. The district may not discriminate
against students based upon religious viewpoints expressed on otherwise permissible subjects.
 
HB 1268, by Rep. Ann Coody (R-Lawton), requires that starting with students entering ninth
grade in the 2011-12 school year, students must complete four units of mathematics to
graduate from high school.
 
HB 1332, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City),  instructs the State Textbook Committee
to adopt “A Guide for Learning and Teaching the Declaration of Independence and the
United States Constitution by Joseph Andrews no later than August 1, 2011.
 
HB 1380, by Rep. Corey Holland (R-Marlow), removes different hearing processes for
probationary teachers and career teachers recommended for dismissal and provides that all
teachers have the right to a hearing before a local board of education. Removes the process
of a pretermination hearing for career teachers.  Repeals the right to trial de novo.
 
HB 1585, by Rep. Todd Thomsen (R-Ada), provides that students entering the ninth grade in
the year 2010-11, rather than 2008-09, must demonstrate mastery in four subject areas to
graduate from high school with a standard diploma.  Superintendent Barresi expressed
concerns with this bill saying it was a step back.
 
HB 1914, by Rep. Marty Quinn (R-Claremore), changes the percentage of total expenditures
that school districts are allowed to spend on administrative services. School districts with
more than 1,500 average daily membership the previous year, may spend 5% rather than 6%.
Districts with more than 500 but less than 1,500 average daily membership may spend 7%
rather than 8%. Districts with less than 500 average daily membership may spend 8% rather
than 10%.
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Obama Administration 
Denies Waiver for Indiana's 
Popular Medicaid Program 

 
Gov. Mitch Daniels (R., Ind.). Image by Getty Images via @daylife 

In 2007, under Gov. Mitch Daniels (R.), Indiana enacted the Healthy Indiana Plan, an 

expansion of Medicaid that used consumer-driven health plans to encourage low-income 

beneficiaries to take a more active role in their own care. Today, Healthy Indiana is the 

most innovative and successful reform of Medicaid in the history of the program. Today, we 

learn that the Obama Administration has rejected the state’s request to extend its federal 

waiver, which means that over 45,000 Indianans who get their insurance through the 

program are out of luck. 

Medicaid, of course, is the nation’s government-run health insurance program for the poor. 

In theory, it’s jointly run by the federal government and the states, but in reality, any time 

a state wants to make the tiniest changes in its Medicaid program, it has to go hat-in-hand 

to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services with a formal request for a waiver, 

and these waivers are usually denied. 
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Indiana succeeded in gaining a waiver in 2007 because it was seeking to expand Medicaid to 

a group of people who weren’t then eligible for the program, and because the state’s effort 

required no additional outlays from the federal government (the Medicaid expansion was 
paid for with a 44-cent increase in the state’s cigarette tax.) 

Structure of Indiana’s consumer-driven Medicaid plan 

Beneficiaries get a high-deductible health plan and a health savings account, called a 

POWER account, to which individuals must make a mandatory monthly contribution between 

2 to 5 percent of income, up to $92 per month. Participants lose their coverage if they don’t 

make their contributions within 60 days of their due date. After making this contribution, 

beneficiaries have no other cost-sharing requirements (co-pays, deductibles, etc.) except 

for non-urgent use of emergency rooms. The state chips in $1,100, which corresponds to 
the size of the would-be deductible. 

  

Those who have money remaining in their POWER accounts at the end of the year can apply 

the balance to the following year’s contribution requirements, if they have obtained a 

specified amount of preventive care: annual physical exams, pap smears and mammograms 

for women, cholesterol tests, flu shots, blood glucose screens, and tetanus-diphtheria 
screens. 

“We did a lot of reading on criticism of health savings accounts,” says Seema Verma, who 

was the architect of the Indiana program. “One of the criticisms was that people didn’t have 

enough money to pay for preventive care. So we took preventive care out, made that first-
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dollar coverage. Also, people said that people didn’t have enough for the deductible, so we 

fully funded it. Then, you have to make your contribution every month, with a 60-day grace 

period. If you don’t make the contribution, you’re out of the program for 12 months. It’s a 
strong personal responsibility mechanism.” 

Indiana’s Medicaid successes 

The program has been, by many measures, a smashing success. “What we’re finding out is 

that, first of all, low-income people are just as capable as anybody else of making wise 

decisions when it’s their own money that they’re spending,” Mitch Daniels explains in a 

Heritage Foundation video. “And they’re also acting more like good consumers. They’re 

visiting emergency rooms less, they’re using more generic drugs, they’re asking for second 

opinions. And some real money is starting to accumulate in their [health savings] accounts.” 

The program has been overwhelmingly popular in Indiana. There’s a large waiting list—in 

the tens of thousands—to enroll in Healthy Indiana; enrollment was capped in order to 

ensure that the program’s costs remain predictable. 90 percent of enrollees are making 

their required monthly contributions. “The program’s level of satisfaction is at an unheard-of 

98 percent approval rating,” Verma told Kenneth Artz. Employers didn’t dump their workers 

onto the program, crowding others out, because you needed to be uninsured for six months 
in order to be eligible for it. 

A 2010 study by Mathematica Policy Research found that the program dramatically 

increased the percentage of beneficiaries who obtained preventive care, from 39 percent in 

the first six months of enrollment to 59 percent after one year. Of the members who had 

money left in the POWER accounts at the end of the year, 71 percent met the preventive 

care requirement and were able to roll the balances over to the following year. (The 

remaining 29 percent could roll over their personal contributions, but not the state 

contributions to their POWER accounts.) 

This is an astounding achievement, given that the biggest problem with Medicaid is the way 

that it ghettoizes its participants, preventing them from gaining access to routine medical 

and dental care. This lack of physician access is the biggest reason why health outcomes for 

Medicaid patients lag far behind those of individuals with private insurance, and even behind 

those with no insurance at all. Healthy Indiana has completely reversed this trend, 

achieving preventive care participation rates that are higher than the privately-insured 
population. 

The program is not without blemishes. In 2009, the costs of the program exceeded the 

revenues gained from the cigarette tax, a problem that may continue in the current 

economic environment. But because enrollment is capped, the program can’t cause the 

kinds of runaway fiscal problems that have roiled most states. 

HHS declines to renew Indiana’s waiver 

Unfortunately for Indianans, the Healthy Indiana Plan’s waiver expires at the end of 2012. 

And Kenneth Artz is reporting that the Obama Administration has denied Mitch Daniels’ 

request for an extension. “We applied for an extension with the Department of Health and 

Human Services in March,” Seema Verma told Artz. “They turned us down because they 
hadn’t written the regulations for Obamacare yet.” (H/T Ben Domenech.) 

According to Verma, the state will now have to file a much more complex “State Plan 

Amendment” that may not get approved before the Healthy Indiana program is set to 

expire. Gov. Daniels has also written to HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, asking her for 

permission to use the Healthy Indiana Plan to handle Obamacare’s mandatory expansion of 
Medicaid. He hasn’t heard back. 
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How can it be that the Obama Administration, which claims to side with the poor, is willing 

to destroy a popular program that provides the poor with superior health care? Perhaps it’s 

a bureaucratic issue, as HHS told Verma. Perhaps it’s an ideological suspicion of consumer-

driven reforms. Whatever the reason, tens of thousands of people will be needlessly 
harmed, and it will be a black mark on those who are responsible. 
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Forbes op-ed: ObamaCare deadlines looming
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 8:56:07 AM

Galen Institute Commentary Alert

The Avalanche Of New Obamacare Rules
Will Come In January, 2013
Grace-Marie Turner
Forbes: Health Matters, October 28, 2012

When Congress wrote 2,700 pages of legislation to create ObamaCare, that was only the starting
point in the government’s re-engineering of our health sector. Tens of thousands of pages of
regulation –- or more -– are needed to provide detailed guidance dictating exactly how its maze
of new programs must operate.

But deadlines are looming for ObamaCare for programs that are required to begin in 2014. And
the administration is significantly behind schedule, with insiders speculating the White House is
waiting until after the election to issue an avalanche of rules, many of which are sure to be
controversial.

Government re-engineering of the private marketplace is a complex task. So far, more than
13,000 pages of federal ObamaCare regulations have been issued, but employers, states, and
health companies say they need much more.

One recent rule took 18 pages to define a “full time employee.” That’s needed because a company
employing 50 or more full-time workers must provide health insurance or pay a fine. But part-
time employees working fewer than 30 hours a week are exempt. How the government defines a
full-time employee has huge financial implications for a company. The rule describes the
difference between “variable hour employees” and “ongoing employees,” for example, and how to
determine what time period to measure with definitions of “standard measurement periods” and
“look-back measurements.”

Employers are hiring battalions of lawyers to help them decipher the bureaucratese, and some
companies already have announced they plan to cut the hours of many of their workers so they
fit within the part-time threshold, arguing even the $2,000 to $3,000 per-employee fines would
more than wipe out their profit margins.
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States also are in a quandary. HHS claims it is giving states “significant flexibility” in
implementing ObamaCare, including the controversial health insurance exchanges, but even
those supporting the law are increasingly alarmed because they say they simply don’t have
enough information to proceed.

The law requires exchanges to be created as a funnel for hundreds of billions of dollars in new
health insurance subsidies and also as a vehicle to implement significant new regulations of the
health insurance market.

The exchanges are required by law to begin enrolling members on October 1st of next year, and a
huge amount of work needs to be done to meet that deadline.

But first, states need information. For example, the law says that if states don’t set up an
exchange, the federal government will swoop in and set up its own, and they want to know what
a federal exchange would look like before they decide whether to set up their own exchanges.

The Republican Governors Association wrote a letter to President Obama in July saying, “As the
exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with shouldering all
the responsibility without any authority.”

The governors listed 17 critical questions just on the exchanges that they must have answered
before they can determine best how to proceed so they can “have full and complete knowledge of
all the implications of our decision.” They are still waiting for a reply.

Health plans also are in a dilemma. Health insurers that plan to offer policies through the
exchanges need to know what benefits must be covered and at what price so they can design and
price their offerings. And they must get state approval for the new plans before they can be
offered in the exchanges, a process which can take up to a year -– or more in some states –- to
complete. They also need time to contract with providers, develop marketing materials that meet
as-yet-to-be-announced government specifications, and figure out how to navigate the complex
web of subsidies, risk adjustment, and calculations for cost-sharing – for starters. They have
hundreds of other critical questions.

Dan Durham of America’s Health Insurance Plans said in recent testimony before the House
Ways and Means Health Subcommittee, “There is an urgent need for more regulatory clarity
with respect to exchanges and insurance market reforms,” adding “there is a tremendous
amount of work that needs to be done” if the law is to get up and running.

“Unless such guidance is forthcoming, it will be difficult for health plans to complete product
development, fulfill network adequacy requirements, obtain necessary state approvals and
reviews, and ensure that their operations, materials, training and customer service teams are
fully prepared for the initial open enrollment period that begins on Oct. 1, 2013,” Durham said.

Administration officials are mum on when the regulations will be issued. A Health and Human
Services official repeated that prediction in an email to reporters in October. “HHS has worked
to give states maximum flexibility in implementing the law and consumers in all fifty states will
have access to an exchange” by next October, the official said.

There is some speculation that the regs are being held back because of the elections, since the
deeper one dives into the details, the more problems and conflicts are created. But Neil
Trautwein of the National Retail Federation says it’s also an extraordinarily complex task.
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“We know that many of the regs have been delayed,” says Trautwein. “Part of it I’m sure is the
political calendar, but a large part of this, and I can say with some confidence because we’ve
worked well with the administration on a lot of these questions, is that the subject matter is so
infernally complex. They’ve got a lot of tough questions to answer.”

The fate of ObamaCare is, of course, predicated on who wins the election on November 6. If
Gov. Mitt Romney wins, he has vowed to begin immediately the process of working with
Congress to repeal the law. And Congress will surely begin actively blocking any new rules that
come out and working to unwind those already on the books.

But even if President Obama were to be reelected, his Rube Goldberg health law may well
implode from the nearly impossible task of re-engineering one-sixth of our economy to fit his
centrally-controlled archetype.
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Forbes oped: ObamaCare Fiscal Fiction
Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 1:23:14 PM

Galen Institute Commentary Alert

ObamaCare Is the Embodiment of Fiscal Disaster
Grace-Marie Turner
Forbes: Health Matters, April 11, 2012

The American people figured out very early in the health reform debate that you can’t create a
new entitlement that finances health insurance for 30 million people and still claim the scheme
will magically reduce the federal budget deficit.

But the White House and Democratic leaders in Congress kept insisting we were wrong – that,
like the subjects in “The Emperor’s New Clothes,” we were just hopelessly stupid if we didn’t see
that the health law’s new garments were indeed dazzling to behold.

Now we have an independent study that exposes the naked truth about ObamaCare.

The law is a fiscal disaster.

Charles Blahous, a senior research fellow at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University,
has produced a meticulous 52-page study, The Fiscal Consequences of the Affordable Care Act,
which details the health law’s spending and revenue projections point by point.

The inescapable conclusion: “Taken as a whole, the enactment of the [Affordable Care Act]
has substantially worsened a dire federal fiscal outlook,” Blahous writes.

The health law “should be expected to increase federal spending obligations by more than $1.15
trillion over the upcoming decade and to worsen cumulative federal deficits by somewhere
between $340 and $530 billion over the same period,” he writes. The Obama administration had
claimed the health law would lead to deficit savings of $124 billion over the first decade.

Blahous is an expert in entitlement programs, having served as executive director of the
bipartisan President’s Commission to Strengthen Social Security and later on the National
Economic Council in the Bush White House. He currently is one of the two public trustees for
the Social Security and Medicare Programs.
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His study looks at each of the major spending provisions in the health law – including huge new
spending for private health insurance subsidies through the Exchanges and the vast expansion
of Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program – as well as the projected revenues
and savings — including new and higher taxes and cuts to Medicare through deep cuts in
provider payments.

Blahous concludes that the spending is likely to be very real and will dramatically swell the
deficit while taxes and spending cuts are much less likely to materialize.

“The ACA both increases a federal commitment to health care spending that was already
unsustainable under prior law and would exacerbate projected federal deficits relative to prior
law,” he writes. The health law will increase federal health spending “by well over $1 trillion over
the next decade alone. It thus does not constitute effective health care reform.”

The White House predictably has blasted Blahous with a firestorm of accusations to obscure the
very solid conclusions in his study. The Obama campaign called it “a false, partisan report,” while
the president’s advisors still insist that “the health care law reduces the deficit.”

But we commoners know the truth.

Blahous’ scholarship is extraordinary. And it provides important and objective data
underscoring one of the law’s many fundamental flaws: It double counts the fictional savings
from Medicare.

Health Secretary Sebelius got backed into a corner on this very point during congressional
testimony last March.

Rep. John Shimkus (R-IL) asked Sebelius whether more than $500 billion in Medicare cuts were
being used to sustain the program or pay for new entitlement spending.

“There is an issue here on the budget because your own actuary has said you can’t double-count”
the savings, said Shimkus. “What’s the $500 billion in cuts for? Preserving Medicare or funding
the health-care law?”

Sebelius’ reply? “Both.”

The Congressional Budget Office released a memo showing Sebelius’ math was more than a
little off. The Medicare money “cannot be set aside to pay for future Medicare spending and, at
the same time, pay for current spending on other parts of the legislation or on other programs,”
CBO said.

“To describe the full amount of [Medicare] trust fund savings as both improving the
government’s ability to pay future Medicare benefits and financing new spending outside of
Medicare would essentially double-count a large share of those savings,” said the CBO memo.

The chief actuary for Medicare has said the same thing. And now it has been validated by the
Blahous study, providing three objective findings which show that a big part of ObamaCare’s
(fictional) deficit reduction is based upon double-counting of Medicare savings.

The health law’s deficit reduction was a major selling point in its passage. But Blahous concludes
that “the government’s fiscal predicament is now significantly worse than before the law was
enacted.”
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Now that this cloak has been stripped away, the U.S. Supreme Court has one more reason to
conclude it would do the country and the taxpayer a huge favor by striking ObamaCare off the
books and sending Congress back to work to stitch together a real health reform law.
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Forbes oped: The bad news just keeps on coming
Date: Friday, April 27, 2012 1:17:20 PM

Galen Institute Commentary Alert

ObamaCare: A Dozen (More) Damaging Disclosures
Grace-Marie Turner
Forbes: Health Matters, April 27, 2012

The bad news just keeps getting worse for ObamaCare, creating election-year headaches for the
White House. Here are a dozen new damaging disclosures:

1.The Obama administration got slapped by the Government Accountability Office for using
an $8.3 billion slush fund to temporarily cushion the blow from cuts that ObamaCare requires
to a program called Medicare Advantage. Millions of seniors could be at risk of losing “the
coverage they have now” if these spending cuts take place.

Medicare Advantage is popular with seniors because it allows them to enroll in private health
plans that generally provide better benefits, better-coordinated care, and better access to
physicians. Nearly 14 million are enrolled this year.

But coverage for millions would be threatened, causing a huge political problem. The Obama
Administration is using the slush fund to temporarily shore up the program, at least until after
the election.

In a rare slap-down, the GAO said the extra payments to Medicare Advantage plans should be
stopped because the money is not going for its intended purpose – to reward only high-quality
plans.

2. IRS Agents: The Obama administration is diverting roughly $500 million to hire additional
IRS agents and other employees to help implement the health overhaul law. This is expressly
against the will of the House leadership that has tried to cut off funding to implement the law
until the Supreme Court reaches its decision.

House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan calculates the administration plans to eventually hire an
additional 16,500 IRS employees, many charged with tracking and enforcing citizen compliance
with ObamaCare.
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3. Public support collapses: While the Supreme Court prepares to issue its historic decision
on the constitutionality of the law, public support for ObamaCare has fallen to its lowest level
yet. A Washington Post/ABC news poll taken just after the court arguments shows that only 39
percent of the American people still support the law.

Two thirds either want the entire law or at least the individual mandate thrown out. Only 25
percent think the law should be upheld in full. A Gallup poll found 72% of Americans believe the
individual mandate is unconstitutional.

4. Hospitals hit: By a nearly five-to-one margin, hospital executives expect that the health law
will hurt their bottom line. According to a survey, 55 percent expect revenues to fall as a result of
ObamaCare and only 12 percent expect increases. The hospitals were strong backers of the law
until they saw the reality behind the flowery promises.

Second thoughts anyone?

5. Holder slapped: Attorney General Eric Holder was forced by a Circuit Court judge to
acknowledge that the judicial branch indisputably has the power to determine the
constitutionality of laws passed by Congress. This was in response to the president’s widely-
derided comment and not-so-veiled warning that the Supreme Court “not take what would be
an unprecedented, extraordinary step of overturning a law that was passed by a strong majority
of a democratically elected Congress.” False on all counts.

6. Bishops stand firm: The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops is determined to fight the
administration’s mandate that Catholic hospitals, universities, and other organizations provide
their employees access to contraception, abortion drugs, and sterilization, in violation of their
strongly-held religious beliefs.

Archbishop-designate William Lori of Baltimore, on behalf of the Bishop’s Ad Hoc Committee on
Religious Liberty, wrote that religious liberty “is our American heritage, our most cherished
freedom.” He said that what “we ask is nothing more than that our God-given right to religious
liberty be respected. We ask nothing less than that the Constitution and laws of the United
States, which recognize that right, be respected.”

Cardinal Roger Mahony, who most recently served as archbishop of Los Angeles, said: “I cannot
imagine a more direct and frontal attack on freedom of conscience than this ruling today. This
decision must be fought against with all the energies the Catholic community can muster.”

It’s a very bad idea to get into a fight with the Catholic Church over its clearly constitutionally-
protected right to religious freedom.

7. Employers dropping coverage: The Congressional Budget Office says up to 20 million
people could lose their job-based health insurance once ObamaCare is implemented.

And the House Energy and Commerce Committee just issued a new report based upon internal
information from business leaders advising the president. It shows that business leaders believe
the health law “will increase costs, make future planning for hiring and expansions difficult due
to the uncertainty created by the law, and could ultimately lead to employers dropping health
insurance coverage for their employees.”

8. Young people hit hardest: Support among the young for the president is waning.
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According to a recent Harvard University survey, only half of 18 – 24 year olds support the
president, and only one in five young people think the country is heading in the right direction.

This could be because many of them are beginning to see the impact of the administration’s
policies on their lives and their future: They will be forced to pay disproportionately more for
mandated ObamaCare health insurance, they will be saddled with trillions of dollars in new
ObamaCare debt, and their job prospects are weak, at least partly because of the ObamaCare
employer mandate that is stifling job creation.

9. Student loan confusion: The source of the latest alarms about soaring student loan rates is
actually the result of an obscure provision in ObamaCare.

The law ended the ability of private firms to participate in the student loan program and used
$8.7 billion of “savings” generated by the government takeover of the program to help fund
ObamaCare’s new entitlements. The Department of Education has been transferring large
batches of federal student loans to new loan-servicing companies, many of which are ill-
equipped to handle the transfer.

It’s rich for the president to be traveling the country demanding “change” to a problem of his
own creation as student loans are being yanked from private companies and turned over to non-
profit companies, as demanded by ObamaCare.

10. Double-counting Deception: The Holy Grail of ObamaCare was that it could offer
massive new subsidies to provide health coverage to 30 million more people and at the same
time reduce the federal budget deficit. Common sense says this is ridiculous, and budget expert
Jim Capretta explains the deception. The latest Medicare trustees’ report shows that the trick
involves a “deceptive shift in federal finances” that results in an $8.1 trillion double-count.

The scam is beyond anything even Bernie Madoff could have conceived.

Also, the chief actuary for Medicare issued a dissent to the Medicare Trustees’ report released
this week, saying that the same money can’t be spent to extend the solvency of Medicare and also
to pay for the new health insurance subsidies under ObamaCare.

11. Deep payment cuts to docs: Chief Medicare actuary Rick Foster says that current law –
i.e., ObamaCare – will require physician fees to be cut by 31 percent on January 1, “an
implausible expectation.” That will mean that Medicare would pay doctors “considerably below
the current relative level of Medicaid prices,” Foster said, leading to “severe problems with
beneficiary access to care.”

12. Dems bolt: Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) led a parade of Democrats renouncing ObamaCare.
“I think we paid a terrible price for health care,” Frank said. ObamaCare cost the president “a lot
of credibility as a leader” said Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA). Passing ObamaCare “wasn’t worth” the
political cost, said Rep. John Yarmuth (D-KY).

“The climate out there was really ugly because of it,” said Rep. Norm Dicks (D-WA). ObamaCare
will be “an Albatross” for Democrats in 2012, said former Rep. Artur Davis, (D-AL). He said that
ObamaCare “is the single least popular piece of major domestic legislation in the last 70 years.”

Imagine you are in the White House, six months before a general election, facing this kind of
news on your signature domestic policy legislation. And the news is only going to get worse as
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the law gets closer to implementation.

If the Supreme Court doesn’t toss out the whole law, the voters surely will demand that Congress
and a new president finish the job in January.
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Forbes op-ed: There"s NO Conservative Case for ObamaCare
Date: Thursday, October 04, 2012 9:57:53 AM

Galen Institute Commentary Alert

AEI Scholar J.D. Kleinke Pilloried by Conservative Policy
Experts Over New York Times Op-Ed
Grace-Marie Turner
Forbes: Health Matters, October 4, 2012

Conservatives have been burning up the Internet making it very clear that the AEI scholar who
sees ObamaCare as a conservative dream speaks only for himself and definitely NOT for genuine
health policy conservatives.

J.D. Kleinke, a resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, a bastion of free-market
thinking, wrote a controversial opinion piece for The New York Times Sunday claiming to make
“The Conservative Case for Obamacare.”

It caused an uproar. Kleinke writes “the architecture of the Affordable Care Act is based on
conservative, not liberal, ideas about individual responsibility and the power of market forces.”
He claims that the health law is based on “market principles formulated by conservative
economists,” that “an exchange is as pro-market a mechanism as they come,” and the act is
“ratification of market ideas.” He focuses on terms used in conservative health policy proposals -
– personal responsibility, health insurance exchanges, transparency, accountability –- but
disregards the state-centered policies that were adopted in ObamaCare under these labels.

That Kleinke sees ObamaCare as even remotely conservative reveals his poor analysis based on a
misreading of the plain facts of the law. His piece fails to meet even a reasonable standard of
scholarship. Here’s a quick overview of responses from our colleagues in the health policy
community in published articles this week:

Jim Capretta, AEI visiting fellow and fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy
Center: “[W]hat is surprising is the obvious superficiality of Kleinke’s arguments. He
either doesn’t understand Obamacare and the conservative case against it, or has willfully
distorted his descriptions of both to serve his case.”
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Tom Miller, another AEI fellow writes that Kleinke’s op-ed “recycles a fact-challenged
rewriting of health-policy history and combines flawed analysis with wishful thinking.”
Miller takes apart the alleged policy points in Kleinke’s op-ed one by one, explaining, for
example, that the health law’s “exchanges are designed primarily for heavy-handed
government regulation and income redistribution rather than for choice and competition
in health insurance.”
 

Diana Furchtgott-Roth, a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute,  writes that
ObamaCare’s mandate about what qualifies as acceptable health coverage “throttles
competition and denies some consumers the opportunity to buy more modest coverage, if
they prefer it, than the government permits… Such far-reaching requirements…drive up
insurance costs, limit consumer choice, and prevent shopping around for lower-priced
care.”
 

Nina Owcharenko, director of The Heritage Foundation’s Center for Health
Policy Studies, says: “Kleinke’s column -– like Obamacare itself -– tries to cover up a
liberal policy agenda by hijacking conservative principles and terminology [with]
linguistic sleight of hand…[F]orcing people into a dysfunctional government-controlled
market by threatening them with a tax penalty is not individual responsibility. It’s
government coercion.”
 

Michael Cannon, Cato Institute’s director of health policy studies writes that
“ObamaCare is pro-market like the Berlin Wall was pro-migrant”: “Market prices are the
lifeblood of a market economy. Kleinke considers them a ‘flaw’ that ObamaCare uses
‘market principles’ to ‘correct’… Employers are hardly ‘free to decide’ under a law that
penalizes them for not offering government-designed health benefits. Kleinke is
apparently unaware that half of the $2 trillion of new government spending in this ‘pro-
market’ law comes from a massive expansion of a tax-financed, government-run health
insurance program that crowds out private markets —- Medicaid.”
 

Merrill Matthews, resident scholar at the Institute for Policy Innovation: “The
fundamental philosophical difference is that liberals do not think the free market can
work in health care and so the government must make it work. Conservatives think the
free market has never been tried. Kleinke is clearly in the former camp and is thus
making the liberal, not the conservative, case for ObamaCare.”
 

Hadley Heath, a senior policy analyst at the Independent Women’s Forum,
writes about the anti-competitive impact of ObamaCare that Kleinke ignores. “Big
insurance companies are buying out little ones. Big hospitals are buying out little clinics.
Private practices are shutting down. Insurance agents are moving away from health to
P&C. Individual actors -— including doctors -— are frustrated with their loss of autonomy
and are being forced to give in to the bigger power players. Consolidation, it’s called. Or in
English, ‘fewer options and less competition.’ This is the opposite of conservative. This is
centrally planned and statist.”
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Avik Roy, senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, wrote an earlier piece about what bi-
partisan health reform could have looked like: “Let me be as clear as I can be on this
point: the idea that Obamacare was designed by magnanimous Democrats, as a way to be
nice to Republicans, is bunk. Instead, Obamacare was designed to please both left-wing
and centrist factions within the Democratic Party.”

And there were others, including a piece by Philip Klein of the Washington Examiner: “This
weekend brought us another reminder of how low the New York Times’s standards are for
authors who are willing to make liberal arguments while claiming conservative credentials.

“On Sunday, the newspaper ran an article on President Obama’s health care law that was about
as vacuous as any you’ll read,” Klein writes. “The article doesn’t make any effort to engage actual
conservative policy arguments against the health care law, but instead seeks to caricature them…
His article also contains errors piled on top of logical fallacies.”

If Kleinke’s version of false charges and misleading labels resonated with the American public,
the growing community of free-market health policy reformers and their supporters would have
been sidelined long ago. Clearly, that is not the case. Instead, Kleinke is the outlier.
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Sent on the Now Network� from my Sprint® BlackBerry

From: Gary Alexander 
Date: Sun, 7 Oct 2012 07:33:03 -0400
To: Gary Alexander
Subject: Forbes: Obama's Medicaid Plan Exposes Him As An Enemy of the Poor

OP/ED   |   10/05/2012 @ 12:45PM | 374 views

Obama's Medicaid Plan Exposes 
Him As An Enemy of the Poor
Peter Ferrara, Contributor

As in so much else, Progressives hold an outdated conception of the debate 
over entitlements. They conceive it as the Left supporting generous 
entitlements for seniors and the poor with no questions asked, no 
obligations expected, versus the right supporting no safety net at all, let 
private charity handle it, and if some of the poor have to starve, and some of 
the sick suffer or die without health care, because private charity is 
inadequate, so be it.

But modern, free market conservatives have built on Hayek’s recognition 
that social safety nets are not inconsistent with free markets, and just reflect 
modern social responsibility. Free market conservatives today are 
advancing fundamental entitlement reforms that would actually serve 
seniors and the poor far better than today’s outdated entitlement programs 
based on old fashioned, 19th century, tax and spend conceptions. These free 
market safety nets would be based on market competition, incentives, and 
individual choice. They would rely primarily on modern capital and labor 
markets to achieve their goals far more effectively. Their incentives would 
promote productive behavior that contributes to rather than detracts from 
economic growth and prosperity for all.

A case in point is Medicaid, the national entitlement program for the poor, 
to ensure that no one suffers without essential health care due to lack of 
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money. That was one focus of the Presidential debate between Obama and 
Romney this week, in which Romney again thoroughly flummoxed an 
uninformed Obama, lost deep in the last century. That program is also a 
central component of the entitlement problem threatening to bankrupt the 
nation.

Financing for the program is shared with the states under a federal formula, 
with the Feds paying about 60% of the costs on average. That is a matching 
federal formula, with the feds sending more federal money to a state the 
more the state spends on the program. President Obama’s budget projects 
federal Medicaid costs to total nearly $4.4 trillion over the next 10 years 
alone, just for this one program, with annual costs soaring by 127% over that 
time to nearly $600 billion by 2022.

The state costs would run roughly an additional two-thirds more. The 
National Association of State Budget Officers reports that states already 
spend more on Medicaid than anything else – even K-12 education 
programs. The federal Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services projects 
that total federal and state costs just for Medicaid alone will be over $800 
billion by 2019.

Because of the false genius of Obamacare, 85 million Americans will soon be 
on Medicaid, growing to nearly 100 million by 2021, according to CBO, up 
from roughly 60 million today. That, of course, is contributing greatly to the 
exploding costs of the program.

Yet, Medicaid pays doctors and hospitals only 60% or less of costs for their 
health services to the poor. Consequently, the poor on Medicaid face grave 
difficulties in obtaining timely and essential health care, and suffer worse 
health outcomes as a result. Scott Gottlieb of the New York University 
School of Medicine writes in a March 10, 2011 commentary in the Wall 
Street Journal(“Medicaid Is Worse Than No Coverage at All”), “In some 
states, they’ve cut reimbursements to providers so low that beneficiaries 
can’t find doctors willing to accept Medicaid.” As a result, Gottlieb adds, 
“Dozens of recent medical studies show that Medicaid patients suffer for it. 
In some cases, they’d do just as well without health insurance.”

The deathly problem was illustrated by the case of 12 year old Deamonte 
Driver, from a poor Maryland family on Medicaid. When Deamonte 

22485



complained of a toothache, his mother tried to find a dentist who would 
take Medicaid. But only 900 out of 5,500 dentists in Maryland do. By the 
time she found one, and got the boy to the appointment, his tooth had 
abscessed, and the infection had spread to his brain. Now she needed to find 
a brain specialist who took Medicaid. Before she could find one, the boy was 
rushed to Children’s Hospital for emergency surgery. He called his mother 
from his hospital room one night to say, “Make sure you pray before you go 
to sleep.” In the morning, he was dead.

Romney and Ryan propose to address Medicaid by extending to the 
program the enormously successful 1996 welfare reforms of the old, New 
Deal, Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) program. That 
reform returned the share of federal spending on AFDC to each state in the 
form of a “block grant” to be used in a new welfare program redesigned by 
the state based on mandatory work for the able bodied. Like Medicaid, 
federal funding for AFDC previously was based on a matching formula, with 
the federal government giving more to each state the more it spent on the 
program, effectively paying the states to spend more. The key to the 1996 
reforms was that the block grants to each state were finite, not matching, so 
the federal funding did not vary with the amount the state spent. If a state’s 
new program cost more, the state had to pay the extra costs itself. If the 
program cost less, the state could keep the savings. The reformed program 
was renamed Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).

The reform was shockingly successful, exceeding even the predictions of its 
most ardent supporters. The old AFDC rolls were reduced by two-thirds 
nationwide, even more in states that pushed work most aggressively, as 
those formerly on the program went to work, or married someone who 
worked.

As a result, in real dollars total federal and state spending on TANF by 2006 
was down 31% from AFDC spending in 1995, and down by more than half of 
what it would have been under prior trends. At the same time, because of 
the resulting increased work by former welfare dependents, the incomes of 
the families formerly on the program rose by 25%, and poverty among those 
families plummeted.

CBO scores extending these same reforms to Medicaid as saving $800 
billion over 10 years. President Obama’s response to this proposal in the 
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debate was, “Governor Romney talked about Medicaid and how we could 
send it back to the states, but effectively this means a 30 percent cut in the 
primary program that provides help for seniors in nursing homes, for kids 
who are with disabilities.”

But it would not be accurate to say these 1996 reforms “cut AFDC by 50%.” 
They reformed AFDC, benefitting the poor enormously, while saving 
taxpayers 50%. Similarly, it would not be accurate to say that extending 
these same reforms to Medicaid involves cutting Medicaid by $800 billion. 
It would reform Medicaid, benefitting the poor even more than the AFDC 
reforms, while saving taxpayers $800 billion over the first 10 years.

What the states could do under Romney’s proposed reforms is shown by the 
example of Rhode Island, which received a broad waiver from federal 
Medicaid requirements in return for a fixed cap on federal financing for 5 
years. The state turned to managed care, competitive bidding by health care 
providers, and comprehensive case management by private insurers for 
those on Medicaid. It shifted more long term care out of nursing homes to 
home and community-based care.

The Lewin Group, a top health care consulting firm, studied the reforms 
and concluded that they were “highly effective in controlling Medicaid 
costs” while improving “access to more appropriate services.” Indeed, the 
state’s costs were reduced by nearly 30% in the first 18 months alone. Yet 
the poor enjoyed assigned health providers to ensure they received essential 
care.

Alternatively, states could serve the poor by using the program to provide 
public assistance through Medicaid that would help the poor to pay for the 
private health insurance of their choice in the marketplace. Such premium 
support would free the poor from the Medicaid ghetto, enabling them to 
obtain the same health care as the middle class, because they would be able 
to buy the same health insurance in the market. Such market health 
insurance has to pay the doctors and hospitals sufficiently to enable those 
with that insurance to obtain timely, effective health care, or their insurance 
would have no customers. This would be an enormous gain for the poor. It 
would mean no more Deamonte Drivers.

Instead, President Obama’s mad, mindless expansion of Medicaid under 
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Obamacare would just make access to health care for the poor served by the 
program even more difficult, as tens of millions more swamp the offices of 
doctors and hospitals seeking care, when those doctors and hospitals don’t 
want to, and financially can’t, serve them for what Medicaid pays.

Obama’s response to this Romney/Ryan Medicaid reform shows that 
Obama is ideologically rigid, and resistant to new ideas that present new, far 
more effective means for addressing the nation’s problems from the past, 
old fashioned means. It shows that Obama is not open to entitlement reform 
that involves any significant reduction in spending, and in a second term 
will just seek to increase taxes to finance the still further enormous runup in 
federal spending due to runaway entitlements.
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Why Block-Granting Medicaid Will Result in Better Health Care for the Poor

FORBES

Avik Roy, Contributor
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Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan have proposed an important reform of the Medicaid program: giving federal
Medicaid funds directly to states in the form of block grants, and giving the states broad autonomy in
how they run those programs. It’s the formula that a Republican Congress and a Democratic President
used in 1996 in the landmark welfare reform law of that year. But just as they were then, liberals today
are up in arms about block grants, arguing that they will harm the poor. A new paper by my Manhattan
Institute colleague Paul Howard proves the opposite: block grants will drive dramatic improvements in
Medicaid’s ability to provide quality health care to the poor.

(DISCLOSURE: I am an outside adviser to the Romney campaign on health care issues. The opinions
contained herein are mine alone, and do not necessarily correspond to those of the campaign.)

I’ve written often of the very serious problems with the Medicaid program. People on Medicaid have far
worse health outcomes than those with private insurance, and in many cases those with no insurance
at all.  The main cause of Medicaid’s poor outcomes is that it’s very difficult for Medicaid patients to get
doctors’ appointments, even for urgent medical problems. This poor access to care, in turn, is caused by
the fact that Medicaid severely underpays doctorsto care for Medicaid patients. In New York, for
example, Medicaid pays 29 percent of what private insurers pay.

There are, in essence, two approaches to making Medicaid better. One would be to leave the program
as is, unreformed, but throw more money at it, in order to pay doctors more. The other would be to
reform the program, so as to make sure Medicaid dollars are directed toward actual health care, instead
of waste, fraud, and abuse.

Doing nothing will worsen Medicaid patients’ access to care

There’s a third approach, the approach taken by Obamacare: shove 12 to 18 million more people into
the existing Medicaid program, with all of its well-known problems, and otherwise standing pat. But that
means consigning the poor to even worse health care in coming years.

In July, the State Budget Crisis Task Force—led by Paul Volcker and Richard Ravitch—released an
important study, showing how inexorable growth in Medicaid spending is driving states bankrupt, and
preventing them from funding other commitments, especially K-12 education. Because of all the
constraints and red tape that the federal government places on the Medicaid program, states have one
primary option for reducing their Medicaid spending: cutting provider reimbursements even further.

States are very restricted in what else they can do. The 1965 Medicaid law severely restricts the ability
of states to reform their Medicaid programs in other ways, such as modifying enrollment criteria, or
changing the structure of the Medicaid insurance benefit. So they do the one thing they can: pay
doctors less.

An annual 50-state survey conducted by the Kaiser Family Foundation, published last October, put it this
way: “As in previous years, provider rate restrictions were the commonly reported cost containment
strategy…A total of 39 states restricted provider rates in FY 2011 and 46 states reported plans to do so
in FY 2012.” In other words, things are going to get worse for Medicaid patients, leading to even worse
health outcomes.

Block grants will allow states to dramatically improve Medicaid’s efficiency

Imagine two people, Jack and Jill. I give Jack 100 dollars to buy food, and let him buy that food from
wherever he wants. I give Jill the same $100, but only on the condition that Jill buy her food from
Zagat-rated sushi restaurants in New York City. I’ve given Jack and Jill an equal amount of money. But
Jack will be able to buy a lot more food with the money I’ve given him.

This is precisely the principle that block grants provide to Medicaid. Currently, the federal Medicaid law
does the equivalent of giving the $100 to Jill and micromanaging her food consumption. We gave that
same $100 to Jack, but he could buy a lot more food with the same money. Indeed, we could give Jack
$90, and he would still be able to buy more food than Jill with her salmon sashimi.
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Critics of block grants presume, for reasons that aren’t clear, that $100 spent in the current Medicaid
program is equivalent to $100 spent by states in a more decentralized way. But as the story of Jack and
Jill shows, there are, in theory, substantial efficiencies that can be gained by giving states broad
flexibility in the way they care for the poor. Indeed, this is what made block-granting welfare in 1996
such a spectacular success.

As Paul points out in his excellent paper, block grants have been around for a long time. A government
commission recommended them as early as 1949. In 1981, “Congress consolidated 50 federal aid
programs into nine consolidated block grants” under the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of that
year. People in both parties have supported them as a way to put more money under the Jack model
than the Jill one.

Three states are showing how block grants could improve Medicaid

Paul reviews how three states—Rhode Island, Indiana, and New York—have taken advantage of more
flexibility to save money while delivering better care. (I’ve written previously about the Rhode Island
and Indiana experiences.)

At the tail end of the George W. Bush administration, Rhode Island was granted a waiver by the federal
government that, in effect, was a block grant: the state was assigned a five-year cap on Medicaid
spending of $12.075 billion, in exchange for substantial flexibility to make changes to the program.

The program was a smashing success. Rhode Island was able to save $100 million, and slow the growth
of Medicaid from 8 percent per year to 3 percent, by making a few tweaks to their program that they
couldn’t before: shifting more Medicaid patients from nursing homes to home- and community-based
services; automatically enrolling children with special needs and adults with disabilities into care-
management programs; etc.

The best part is that, under a block-grant system, states can identify ways to save money while
improving care, and other states can adopt best practices. Indiana, for example, took advantage of a
waiver to introduce subsidized health-savings accounts into its Medicaid program, a reform that has
been very popular with Medicaid enrollees—one survey showed a 94 percent satisfaction rate—and
given Medicaid patients more control over their own health dollars. In theory, HSAs could allow Medicaid
enrollees to pay market rates for needed care, improving access and health outcomes.

Bill Clinton’s idea for refining block grants with per-capita caps

Given our trillion-dollar deficits and Obamacare’s huge new spending commitments, we don’t have extra
money available to put into the Medicaid program. That’s why Obamacare expanded Medicaid instead of
putting all of those newly-subsidized patients onto the law’s more costly insurance exchanges.

There are ways to refine the block grant idea. One idea that Bill Clinton came up in the late 1990s was
subjecting Medicaid block grants to a per-capita cap. Think of it as a block grant devolved to the
individual, rather than the state, level. Under Clinton’s concept, federal Medicaid spending would be
given to states based on the number of Medicaid enrollees in those states, and per-capita Medicaid
spending would grow at an indexed rate (GDP plus one percent in his proposal).

Rep. Bill Cassidy (R., La.), one of the rising stars in the House of Representatives, proposed a version of
the Clinton concept in August, in a new bill called the Medicaid Accountability and Care Act.

The principal advantage of per-capita caps is that they don’t reward profligate states, like New York,
that have ratcheted up Medicaid spending on extraneous things in order to get more money from
Washington. Instead, the money follows the actual Medicaid patient, wherever he lives. Furthermore,
per-capita caps are countercyclical; if the economy is bad, and more people become poor, the federal
government would spend more.

“A per capita cap policy would encourage states to manage their programs efficiently,” wrote John
Holahan, Joshua Wiener, and David Liska in a 1997 analysis of Clinton’s proposal for the Urban Institute.
“The enhanced flexibility proposed by the administration would further aid them in controlling Medicaid
expenditures,” and eliminate incentives that states have today to game the system.
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Per-capita caps aren’t problem-free. Without other fiscal controls, states might enroll an unexpectedly
high number of people into Medicaid, further straining the budget. In addition, Medicaid patients are
highly heterogeneous, with the elderly and disabled costing more money than, say, children. The Urban
Institute researchers noted that “a single aggregate cap would create incentives to add low-cost
enrollees such as children,” and that even dividing patients into broad categories could lead to gaming.

Progressive critics should come up with their own solutions

Block-granting Medicaid would lead to a health care policy revolution. We’d finally be able to test out
different ways to provide health care to the poor, and focus our energies on replicating the work of
those states that did the best job. That flexibility, in turn, could help us improve the way government
runs Medicare and other public programs.

Simply throwing more money onto a broken system is fiscally impossible, and doesn’t change the
structural incentives that cause Medicaid to deliver such low-quality health care. Personally, I wouldn’t
be opposed to a combination of increasing Medicaid’s reimbursements and block-granting the program,
though those increased payments would have to be offset by reduced health spending elsewhere.

If progressives have plausible ideas as to how to make Medicaid more efficient, we should take them
into account. Clinton’s per-capita cap may be one such idea. But anyone who claims to care about the
poor, and accepts the status quo, is consigning the poor to even worse health care than they get today.

Follow Avik on Twitter at @aviksaroy.
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fourth Circuit Doesn’t Rule on Obamacare’s Constitutionality
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011 2:06:37 PM

Fourth Circuit Doesn’t Rule on Obamacare’s Constitutionality

National Review Online: Critical Condition
By Grace-Marie Turner
September 8, 2011

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals said today that Virginia has no standing to challenge

Obamacare’s individual mandate. And in a second ruling issued at the same time, the Richmond,

Virginia court also said that Liberty University can’t challenge the law before the mandate goes into

effect in 2014.

The latest rulings focused only on judicial procedure and not on the merits of the law, leaving a split

decision between the Sixth and Eleventh circuits on the actual constitutionality of the individual

mandate.

The Sixth Circuit in Michigan said the individual mandate can stand because it is important to the

overall working of the law. The Eleventh Circuit (in which 26 states are challenging the law)

disagreed and said the individual mandate is not only unconstitutional but “is breathtaking in its

expansive scope.”

In today’s ruling, the Fourth Circuit appeals court did not address the question of the

constitutionality of the individual mandate: “Because we hold that Virginia lacks standing, we

cannot reach the question of whether the Constitution authorizes Congress to enact the individual

mandate,” the judges wrote. There was no dissenting opinion.

This is, therefore, not a victory for the administration. But neither does it help those opposed to the

law.

In the barrage of cases against the unpopular health overhaul law, the Eleventh Circuit decision in

mid-August on the 26-state challenge from Florida was the most significant court ruling to date with

the panel saying the mandate is unconstitutional. A defeat for the Obama administration, the White

House is weighing whether to request a decision by all of the Eleventh Circuit judges in an effort to

delay a U.S. Supreme Court hearing in the coming term.

Rather than basing their challenge on a state statute, as Virginia did, the 26 states base their

argument on the individual mandate’s violation of the Constitutional as an unprecedented expansion

of the federal government’s authority under the Commerce Clause.

In today’s ruling, the Fourth Circuit judges threw out the elegantly-decided ruling in the Virginia

case by US District Court Judge Henry E. Hudson who decided last year that Congress exceeded its

constitutional authority to regulate interstate commerce by compelling people “to involuntarily

engage in a private commercial transaction.”

Judge Hudson did not strike down the whole law but determined that the individual mandate and

22496

mailto:galen@galen.org
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://galen.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=7ec76a08ae&e=2ea965a162
http://galen.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=2a8761d21f&e=2ea965a162


associated provisions could be declared unconstitutional — severing the “problematic portions while

leaving the remainder intact.”

The Fourth Circuit did not address the merits and said: “Article III of the Constitution confers on

federal courts the power to resolve only ‘cases’ and ‘controversies.’ Specifically, a plaintiff must

demonstrate that: (1) it has ‘suffered an injury in fact’; (2) there exists a ‘causal connection between

the injury and the conduct complained of’; and (3) a favorable judicial ruling will ‘likely’ redress that

injury.”

The court wrote: “Only if Virginia meets the burden of establishing standing does the Constitution

permit a federal court to address the merits of the arguments presented…Standing here turns on

whether Virginia has suffered the necessary ‘injury in fact.’”

The court found that it did not, concluding “the individual mandate does not directly burden

Virginia” and that it “does not threaten Virginia’s sovereign territory.”

Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli had argued that that state has standing to challenge the

individual mandate solely because the federal health law conflicts with a state law protecting its

citizens from Obamacare’s individual mandate, litigating on behalf of the rights of its citizens. The

court said no. “When a state brings a suit seeking to protect individuals from a federal statute, it

usurps this sovereign prerogative of the federal government and threatens the ‘general supremacy of

federal law.’”

It continued: “Given this fact, the [Virginia statue] merely declares, without legal effect, that the

federal government cannot apply insurance mandates to Virginia’s citizens. This non-binding

declaration does not create any genuine conflict with the individual mandate, and thus creates no

sovereign interest capable of producing injury-in-fact…Given this fact, Virginia lacks the ‘personal

stake’ in this case essential to ‘assure that concrete adverseness which sharpens the presentation of

issues.’”

The battles now move one step closer to the US Supreme Court.

Share your thoughts:
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Subscribe to Government Technology  |  View Newsletter in Browser

Tuesday, July 3, 2012

Top Story

July 4 Festivities in Colorado Will Be Watched Closely

Police departments across the nation are stepping up enforcement efforts on July 4 by using social media

and video cameras.

Advertisement

PCIO Special Report: Smarter, Leaner, Faster: Governments in the Age of
Enterprise IT Services
This is a must-read for CIOs and other federal, state and local agency leaders looking

to utilize enterprise IT services to support smarter, faster and leaner government

processes. Download a complimentary copy today.

Independence Day Special Section

4 Patriotic Apps to Celebrate Fourth of July 

Government Technology reviews four mobile apps that are all about the red, white and blue. 

Fireworks Win Out Over Laser Light Show

Grant money isn’t enough to convert traditional July Fourth celebration to a more environmentally friendly

option.

Arlington Uses GPS to Honor Fallen Soldiers

New app to help family plan visits, pay tribute to fallen service members laid to rest at Arlington National

Cemetery.

Going on Vacation? How to Find a Safe Wi-Fi Network

What networks can we trust?

Other News from Around the Web

Los Angeles Police Getting Results from Crime-Predicting Software

The software creates a “heat map” that was found to be more accurate than seasoned police veterans at

predicting where crimes would happen next.
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Report: L.A. City Council Meetings Close Video Feeds

Analysis determined the service wasn't used enough to justify cost.

South Bend, Ind., Water System Evaporates Into the Cloud

The city will avoid $120 million in infrastructure investments and $600,000 in potential government fines

through its new water management system.

First CIO for Newton, Mass., Announced

New CIO Robert Barrett was formerly in charge of IT for a lithium-ion battery developer.

Question of the Day

What bacterial product has been found to improve memory in older mice? 

Reader Feedback

“… One cannot help but notice that civic participation in American Idol is sometimes higher than in our

democracy, even though message and data rates may apply.”

-John Smith

Read the story John Smith was commenting on. 

Most Popular

Health Insurance Exchanges Getting More Federal Funding

States will have 10 new opportunities through 2014 to apply for federal funding to develop the online

marketplaces for health insurance outlined in the Affordable Care Act.

High-Tech Campaigns Face New Security Risks

The Web makes it easy to collect campaign cash, but raises the risk of phishing, hacking and data theft.

Editor's Choice

Digital Political Candidates Driven by Technology

How the Web, social media and big data shape contemporary politics.

Industry Papers

Lessons in Applied Innovation from State

and Local Government

Streamline Your 311 Citizen Service

Center via the Cloud

A Practical Guide for Retiring Legacy

Applications

Five Myths of Cloud Computing
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From: Grace-Marie Turner
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fox Business 10 a.m. and a guide to SCOTUS
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 8:52:50 AM

Grace-Marie Turner on Varney & Co.
FOX Business
Monday, March 26, 10:00am EDT

Tune in to Varney & Co. on Fox Business this morning at 10 a.m. where I’ll be talking with
Stuart about the legal challenges to ObamaCare. Check your local listings for channel
information.

And here’s our day-by-day guide to this week’s arguments.  

Liberty’s Landmark Week 
Grace-Marie Turner

National Review Online, March 26, 2012

The Supreme Court will hear six hours of arguments over three days about four questions
involving the 26-state challenge to Obamacare. Here is a quick guide to what you need to know
to follow the case, which former attorney general Ed Meese has called “the most important case
to come before the court in 100 years.”

10 a.m. Monday: 90 minutes on whether the fine associated with the individual mandate is a
penalty or a tax. If it’s a penalty, then the court can proceed with deciding whether the mandate
is constitutional. If the justices decide it’s a tax, we’ll have to wait until someone who doesn’t
buy health insurance in 2014 pays the “tax” in 2015, when the legal challenge must start all over
again.

Best conjecture: The Court will decide it is a penalty and not a tax, telling the president and
supporters of the law they can’t deny it is a tax all through the debate over the law then switch to
saying it is a tax in court to try to pass constitutional muster.

10 a.m. Tuesday: Two hours of argument on the individual mandate. Is it constitutional for
Congress to mandate that free citizens must purchase government-defined private health
insurance with their own money, under penalty of federal law?

Obamacare supporters say this is just another step in the expansion of the Commerce Clause of
the Constitution, that health care is definitely commerce, and the mandate is “necessary and
proper” for the federal health-overhaul scheme to work. Opponents say the mandate compels
people to engage in commerce, even against their will, and forces them to enter into a binding
contract — police-state tactics unprecedented in our democracy.

Best conjecture: This is the court’s chance to put the brakes on the expansion of the Commerce
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Clause; if it fails to do so, there will be no limiting legal principle to keep Congress from
mandating how we must spend our personal, after-tax dollars. If the mandate is declared
unconstitutional, it will most likely be a 5–4 decision. If it is upheld, other justices may join the
majority for a 6–3 or even a 7–2 decision.

10 a.m. Wednesday: Ninety minutes on severability. If the mandate is unconstitutional, is it
severable from the rest of the law? Lower courts have implied severability, and the Supreme
Court could, as well. It could 1) strike only the mandate; 2) strike the mandate as well as several
of the associated insurance regulations requiring health insurers to sell policies to all comers,
charging the sick and the previously uninsured the same price they charge the healthy and those
who have maintained prior insurance coverage, and 3) strike all of Title I, as the American
Enterprise Institute’s Tom Miller advised in an amicus brief that would rid the law of the
individual mandate, the employer mandate, state health exchanges, most federal health
insurance rules, and hundreds of billions in new spending for new entitlement subsidies; or 4)
anything else the court chooses.

Best conjecture: U.S. District Court Judge Roger Vinson notes that the government has said
more than a dozen times that the individual mandate is central to the workings of the health
overhaul, so if the mandate is unconstitutional, then the whole law must go. Most likely, the
court will imply severability, in which case, the best scenario would be striking all of Title I.

2 p.m. Wednesday: One hour on the mandatory Medicaid expansion. This is the main event
that the states are waiting for: Can the federal government require the states to expand their
Medicaid programs to a level many say will bankrupt them as a condition of receiving current
Medicaid funding?

The states will argue that this is an unconstitutional infringement of the Tenth Amendment’s
protection of their sovereignty. The government will argue that, if the states take Medicaid
money, they must expand their Medicaid programs as part of the deal.

Best conjecture: The states have a tough battle here, since no lower courts have backed their
position. Their recourse, if they were to lose, is the Paul Ryan budget, which disburses Medicaid
funding to the states as block grants so states have control over how it is spent. The next
Congress could then scale back the expansion.

What to watch:

The daily audio tapes and unofficial transcripts will be posted at www.supremecourt.gov as soon
as they can be digitized (by 2 p.m. on Monday and Tuesday, and by 4 p.m. on Wednesday,
because there’s a double session that day). The official website will crash, so follow our posts on
NationalReview.com and galen.org, and our Twitter and Facebook posts.

It’s almost impossible to get tickets to get into the courtroom, and BlackBerries and cellphones
are confiscated from all who enter. We’re not standing in line, so will be gathering information
however we can to provide you with updates and insights.

The justices will meet, most likely on Friday, to vote on the four issues. Then they and their
clerks will begin writing what will likely be a complex network of decisions, which will be handed
down by the end of June.

The final word: The demonstrations and spin you’ll see on cable news outside the Supreme
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Court building this week are nothing compared to the uproar you’d hear if Obamacare is upheld.
This is the battle for liberty of our time, and if all or part of the law were to be upheld, it will
become the central issue in 2012 general election campaigns where the voters will be the last
line of defense to protect us from Obamacare’s assault on our freedom.

Read online at National Review

Share your thoughts with us

        

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

forward to a friend

update settings

unsubscribe
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Meet Representative Dan Sullivan
 

 
Sullivan is the Floor Leader at the Oklahoma House of Representatives, a post that gives
him enormous power over bills, indeed he can kill a bill just by not allowing it to be
placed on the agenda.  Sullivan has served almost six terms, with his last legislative
session ending in 2012, and term limits prevent him from running for state office again. 
So why are we singling out Sullivan?
 
Sullivan wasn't one of the original 12 Transvestite Republicans, so named for their votes
for HR 1397 in the 2011 legislative session but he is an intergal part of House Leadership
that pushed HR 1397 forward.   Their goal was to allow transvestites to change their
birth certificates after a sex change operation, giving no notice that Ann was born an
Andy.  Sullivan claims to be a devout Christian, attends a big Baptist  church in Tulsa,
indeed he was called out during services and literally anointed with oil by his pastor after
Sullivan’s affair came to light, after he divorced his childhood sweetheart wife of two
decades.  The pastor proclaimed Sullivan a “Godly man”.   If I were to guess, I'd say
Sullivan's part in this was to make sure HR 1397 made it to the House floor and to vote
for it but when the transvestite birth certificate portion was exposed, Sullivan panicked
and voted against the bill.  Sullivan  later voted yes on the bill so he is on record
supporting this issue.
 
Why then would Sullivan support changes to the birth records of transvestites?   Because
the State Chamber of Commerce wanted it done so that companies on the East and West
coast would think Oklahoma less “backward” and would move their workers here.  In
short they want to whip the redneck and religion out of us and turn us into a “tolerant”
and “progressive” people.  I don’t know about you but as a lifelong Oklahoma resident,
Oklahoma citizens have always been a pretty tolerant bunch, we just don’t want things
rubbed in our face.
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Sullivan also lead the fight to defeat the Charles Key amendment to HR 1008, the
opening day vote that allowed almost all of our bills to be killed in committee without a
vote.  Sullivan also headed the GOP forces that “whipped” or punished Republicans that
wanted to sign the HR 1004 Discharge Petition.  Sullivan voted four times for the Obama
Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges, long after the state voted overwhelmingly
to reject Obama Care in the November 2010 election.  With Sullivan lobbying for a GRDA
executive position after he is term limited out, Sullivan is voting shamelessly to support
big business and the State Chamber of Commerce agenda.
 

 
As I mentioned in February and again in our last newsletter, Sullivan has been the
subject of a six month investigation by Tea Party activists.  The man has many, many,
enemies after 11 years of legislative work.    Rumors of his corruption and low morals
began flowing in as far back as 2010 during his efforts to kill the Open Carry legislation.
 
  As we began asking around for leads on Sullivan’s misdeeds, anonymous letters arrived
filled with court records, medical records, insurance records, and divorce records.  I
found one packet sitting on my car one night after work, a thick folder packed with
personal information on Sullivan.   Some ;etters obviously came from a former employer;
others might have come from an insurance agency, judged by the content. 
 
 From reading the divorce file at the Tulsa County Courthouse where Sullivan complained
that someone had sent his tax records to a former employer and to his pastor, the list of
motivated people sending documents is a long one.  We even had Tulsa allies do some
dumpster diving for us, targeting both Sullivan and his ex wife’s trash cans.  As we
stitched together who were friends and family and who was on what side, other activists
filled in gaps in our knowledge via facebook conversations, email, and the occasional
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phone call to Sullivan’s acquaintances.
 
 Earlier this year I began talking to Sullivan’s ex wife who provided documentation not on
Sullivan but on a realtor that had been involved in a transaction that included the forging
of the first page of a six page document set, after the ex wife had signed the last page!  
The Oklahoma Real Estate Commission accepted a complaint against the realtor but did
little in the way of either investigating or listening to the facts.  To me it is pretty simple;
you have two copies of the first page of a six page document set, both different.  Was it
the realtor that did the forgery?  Was it Sullivan’s attorney?  We will never know if a real
investigation doesn’t put the pressure on both till one of them cracks.
 

 
The numreous allegations against Representative Sullivan run the gamut from insurance
fraud, forgery of loan applications, forgery of real estate documents, embezzlement of
marital assets while the same assets were frozen by court order, paying for his mistress
using pre tax dollars, delinquent property taxes, pressuring Tulsa police officials to
remove an off duty police officer serving as a body guard for the ex wife (that one is
quite troubling), and receiving sweetheart loans from a major bank.  
 
 After reviewing the divorce file at the Tulsa County Courthouse, reviewing photographs
of many of the documents from that file,  one could make the case  that Sullivan has
used his position as a legislator to attempt to beat his ex wife into the ground.  One
source opined that of all the allegations, the discovery of the embezzlement of marital
assets while those assets were frozen by court order is what tipped Representative
Sullivan over the edge.  Since 2005 Representative Sullivan went from making almost
$600,000.00 per year to a quarter of that, even far less in one year.   Stitching together
Representative Sullivan’s obligations and expenses from his Tulsa Home, his Waterford
Condo in Oklahoma City, membership costs from his Tulsa Petroleum Club from  public
divorce file information and anonymously supplied tax records shows that Sullivan was in
deep financial problems.   I believe that it is likely that Representative Sullivan decided
to beat his ex wife into the ground to prevent her from coming forward with evidence of
his misdeeds.   Knowing there is always two sides to a story however  we will continue to
watch until the  current investigation is completed by authorities.
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Would you believe that he filed 34 contempt charges against his ex wife after the
divorce?  One was for her refusing to co sign on a loan on their Oklahoma City condo.
 And the kicker?  This was after their divorce was final!  Another was because someone
posted a message on his face book page!   Another was over an old pocket knife that he
had lost.   One was over some broken cups in their storage building!   Sullivan asked the
court for six months jail time for some of the contempt charges and massive fines on
others.  Yes, divorces are sometimes caused by both parties, and yes they do get vicious
at times but this poor lady’s motions get filed and not heard while her ex husband seems
to be able to tell the judge what to do!
 
There is so much material available and there are so many serious charges that we are
going to parcel the story out issue by issue in our newsletter.  Publication of some of the
issues will be delayed while we send copies of the documents to State and County
officials before releasing the documents to the public.
 
Around the last of May the story broke about our offices being ransacked.  Now you are
going to see just why they were so desperate that they resorted to burglary.   What they
didn’t know was that we had an idea on just how hot this was going to get, those files
were kept in another location and after the burglary they were scanned and copies
placed where they could be brought to light should something happen.
 
Now for the first allegation against Representative Dan Sullivan…
 
 

Insurance Fraud:
 

On 6-14-2006 Dan Sullivan did a pretty mundane thing, he applied for a disability
insurance policy from Guardian Life Insurance.  In this application it appears that Sullivan
made numerous major misrepresentations on his medical history, his emotional health,
his family medical history, his travel history, his participation in hazardous sports, and his
tobacco use.   Insurance premiums set the monthly cost of the premium by attempting to
gauge the risk of a claim so lying about major risks lowers the monthly premium.  Yes
the statue of limitations has likely ran on any fraud committed but our reason for
exposing this corruption is to begin to paint a picture of the character of the man
appointed Floor Leader of the Oklahoma State House of Representatives.
 
In the 2006 Guardian disability insurance application, Sullivan apparently misrepresented
his Mitral Valve Prolapse problem that was originally diagnosed in 1978, a serious enough
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issue that it caused him to be turned down for health insurance in 1986.   The heart
problem was somewhat disclosed on a Massachusetts Mutual life insurance application in
1996.  In the 2006 Guardian application Sullivan also called his Mitral Valve Prolapse  a
“heart murmur”.    A heart murmur is a common occurrence and not always a serious
health issue, indeed the definition of heart murmur is simply an abnormal sound made
by the heart.  A Mitral Valve Prolapse is a diagnosed cause of a heart murmur, a specific
cause and sometimes a serious disorder.
 
In the 2006 Guardian application Sullivan apparently claimed no treatment, consultation,
or counseling for heart condition in previous ten years despite the extensive record of
concern in 1988 and 1989 and lab work in early 2006.  Yes, the ten years previous
information request stops at 1996 but does a serious medical condition just lay dormant
from 1988 to 2006?   Then does his heart condition suddenly get worse and require
hospitalization in 2007, a year after the disability insurance application is given?  Or was
Sullivan racing to have a disability policy in place in case he became unable to work?
 
The Guardian disability application is showing a different home phone number, why? 
When asked for my home phone number on an official document, I will give my home
phone number.   But if I didn’t want someone at home to be privy to what I was doing,
perhaps I wouldn’t.  Sullivan was in the midst of a sordid affair with a House staffer, a
fellow attorney, so perhaps the old ticker was making him anxious.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied his intent to travel despite a long history of
foreign travel.   He apparently traveled to Ensenada Mexico in 1992, St Thomas in 1995, 
Cancun in 1995, Cozumel in 1997, Canada in 1995 and 1997, Egypt in  1998, Russia in
1999, Israel in 1998, India in 2001, Cancun 2003, Cozumel in 2003 and 2004,  the
Dominican Republic in 2003, and Tapei in 2007.  International travel is considered much
more risky due to political instability, lower sanitation standards, exposure to regional
diseases for which your body hasn’t developed antibodies, and lower quality emergency
care available should you run into health problems while overseas.  Did Sullivan cheat his
insurance company by downplaying the actual risks in his life?
 

 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied participating in auto racing.  Insurers charge
a lot more for policies on individuals that participate in risky sports.  Sullivan took
professional race car driving lessons in Texas in 2005, apparently spent a lot of money
doing so.   Do most people usually spend that much time and effort on a hobby that they
don’t intend to pursue?  Sullivan also apparently downplayed his scuba diving trips in
Mexico, claiming only one occurrence in 1995.   Sources put Sullivan scuba diving on
numerous Cozumel and Cancun trips.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied smoking despite reports saying that he was
a regular cigar smoker at social events as well as being a regular smoker at work
functions.
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied being treated at St Francis Emergency Room
after returning from India in 2001.  Unknown causes were blamed, could have been bad
water causing dysentery.   Sullivan supposedly took no vaccination shots before leaving
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country as is usually recommended for foreign travel.  He reportedly came back to the
U.S. extremely sick yet he seems to have omitted this part of his medical record from the
Guardian disability application.  Why?
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied any treatment or diagnosis of emotional
disorders or mental health treatment.  Sources put Sullivan seeing Tulsa therapist Carol
Dillard five times in 2000 and 2001 and documents reveal that Sullivan received
authorization to begin seeing another therapist from PacificCare Behavioral Health on
Sept 27th of 2007, having a psychological evaluation and seeing a therapist on 9-28-07
and 10-11-07.  Did Sullivan have a history of emotional disorders, anxieties, or stress
that he chose not to reveal to the insurance company?
 
On the Guardian application Sullivan denied family history of illnesses on page 4 despite
reports of maternal and paternal medical histories showing otherwise.  Reports say that
his maternal grandfather had brain surgery allegedly for a tumor, his uncle had stroke
(an attorney in Sapulpa) and the some of maternal family members had heart issues and
stroke issues.  On his paternal side, his dad reportedly had heart trouble and high blood
pressure issues, and hereditary sinus surgery issues followed the paternal side of his
family.
 
Sullivan’s tangled web caught up with him in late 2007 when his heart condition declined
to the point where he required heart surgery, valvuloplasty on his long malfunctioning
mitral valve, a cardiopulmonary bypass with a prosthetic ring implanted.  Interestingly
enough Dan traveled to Cleveland for his surgery rather than use a local hospital.   Why?
 
 
 
 By misrepresenting his medical history, travel habits, family medical history, risky sport
hobbies, did Sullivan committed insurance fraud?    Would a man capable of making over
$500,000 a year chose to cheat an insurance company rather than pay premiums based
upon his actual risks and condition? 
 
The Tea Party is calling on the State Insurance Commission, the Tulsa District Attorney,
the Bar Association, and the House of Representatives to conduct investigations into
Sullivan’s conduct and to file appropriate charges at the county and state level if the
investigation proves actual insurance fraud.
 

 
 Tulsa City Council Candidates Background Info

Released 
 
 While we are refraining from endorsing a candidate in that race, there is one guy
running that deserves Tea Party votes.
 
Dave Bell is a medically retired State Trooper, a long time supporter of the Sooner Tea

22509



Party, and a determined defender of the Constitution here in Oklahoma.  Dave can get
rowdy when writing elected officials, extremely rowdy, but his anger is rooted in disgust
at how corrupt state and local politics have become.   Dave doesn’t cut anyone any slack
if he believes they are not standing up for what is right and he doesn’t mince words
while doing so.  More than once I’ve had to wipe tears of laughter from my eyes while
reading one of Dave’s emails to elected officials, the dude takes no prisoners and he isn’t
afraid of any of them.
 
Dave does have some baggage as reported by the Tulsa World last week.  Dave’s sense
of intense personal loyalty and his defense of constitutional rights got him arrested a
while back. While helping his son retrieve personal belongings during a foreclosure a
sheriff deputy refused to allow more time to clean out a garage.  Bell announced his
status as a retired trooper and asked for a few more minutes’ time to retrieve the
belongings, then was arrested for speaking his mind.   As a Catoosa police officer Dave
was once found guilty of violating a suspect’s constitutional rights after striking him
during an altercation in a Claremore hospital while drawing blood from the drunken
suspect arrested for public urination.   I suspect that he arrested a local boy and paid a
political price for doing so.
 
Bell served as a Tulsa reserve auxiliary K-9 officer and was retired on disability from the
Oklahoma State Police.
 
Dave is a staunch defender of our movement, one of those rare law enforcement officers
that will take on other law enforcement officials and former law enforcement officials that
hold elected office.  A hard core defender of our 2nd Amendment rights and states rights,
Dave would make an awesome Tulsa City Councilor.   I would bet my last dollar that he
will tear into the crooks and their cronies that have been bleeding Tulsa dry the last
decade.  Yes, Dave has a little baggage; most people do by the time they reach his age
but take a look at some of the other candidates in that Tulsa City Council race:
 
District 1: 
 
Democrat Jason Trent Jr
 
A convicted felon, 1984 conviction for failing to return rental property, fitted with an
ankle monitor which he then cut off and fled to Oklahoma City.  Once captured and
charged with escape, Trent spent 1 ½ years in a prison at Taft.  Trent blames his poor
choices on a cocaine addition, one that he claims he eventually beat but he was charged
in 2001 for marijuana, speeding, driving with a suspended license, receiving a one year
suspended sentence.   In 1991 Trent was charged with embezzlement, amended to a
lesser charge for which he received one year suspended sentence.
 
Democrat Twan Jones:
 
has had multiple drunk charges, a bankruptcy, a 2004 DUI with a six month suspended
sentence.  In 2006 Jones was arrested for carrying a loaded weapon while drunk,
spending four days in jail and six months suspended sentence.  In 2007 Jones was
charged with public intoxication but the charge was dismissed.   A related fine in the
case landed a warrant for his arrest after he failed to pay.  In may of this year Jones
was charged with driving with a suspended license and having no insurance, pleading
guilty last month to the charges in Osage County.
 
District 2:
 
Republican Jeannie Cue
 
was ordered to repay a $1769.00 retirement check that she cashed after her mother’s
death, claiming she used the check for funeral expenses.   In 2009 she was ordered to
pay a $5572.00 judgment to Capitol One Bank, claiming that retiring from a $10,000 a
month nursing job caused her to fall behind.   She allegedly is behind $3339 in property
taxes although she is claiming her sons owe the taxes.
 
Republican Nancy Rothman
 
pleaded guilty for failure to pay seven years child support, given a suspended sentence
as long as she continues to pay her support.  Rothman lost her children after a court
battle and an appellate court found that she tried to frame her ex-husband with child
pornography and falsely accused him of sexually abusing one of their children, then
being ordered to pay $70,099 in court costs.   A 2005 foreclosure, a 2006 bankruptcy
and a 2001 released tax lien round out her accomplishments.
 
Democrat Phillip Oyler
 
was charged with misdemeanor assault on a police officer in Chandler Ok in 2001,
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claiming he stepped in to take a blow intended for his brother.
 
District 4:
 
Democrat Ken Brune
 
was arrested  in 2005 on a DUI complaint by State Troopers.  After refusing to take a
breathalyzer test, Brune lost his license but later a judge allowed Brune to drive to and
from work.   Brune somehow managed to get the DUI conviction expunged, but the
revocation was upheld after being modified so there must have been some booze
involved.
 
Republican Rocky Frisco
 
 filed for bankruptcy in 1999.
 
District 5:
 
Republican incumbent Chris Trail
 is paying off around $8000 in unpaid sales tax for the restaurant he owns, Ike’s Chili.  
He is also paying off almost $4000 in unemployment taxes.  He was arrested in 2008 for
failing to appear for food code violations and was arrested for obtaining merchandise by
bogus check but the charge was dismissed after he paid for the merchandise.
 
District 6:
 
Democrat Robert Gwin Jr
 
had a bankruptcy in 2001
 
District 7:
 
Democrat Bobby Bookout Jr
 
 is being sued by Gemini Capital Group for less than $10,000
 
District 9:
 
Democrat ” Mike” Favez Batman was arrested in 1996 for assault with a deadly weapon
and again in 1999 for assault but both charges were dropped.  Batman claims that the
assault charges stem from him chasing down people that stole gas from his convenience
store, saying that policemen don’t like foreigners so they arrested him.  In 2004 he
pleaded no contest to a charge of selling tobacco to a minor.
 
I encourage you to look up Dave Bell if you live in his area and get involved in his
campaign.  If you aren’t near, donate toward his costs.    He will make a fine City Council
man, one that will shake up the establishment and insist on honest government.
 

 
Congressman James Lankford Town Hall Meetings

 
Lankford has turned out to be quite a disappointment for the Tea party movement due
to his votes on the Patriot Act and raising the Spending Cap.   I spoke with Lankford at
the GOP county convention last spring and he is well aware of the arguments against the
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Patriot Act.   Lankford claimed that he voted yes on the first  vote so that he could vote
against it on the second vote a few months later but the fact is that he caved in to
pressure from other Congressmen.
Lankford is holding Town Hall meetings in August and he needs to be reminded of who
sent him to Washington and who can cost him his job in 2012.   Lanford rode the Tea
Party wave into office, he needs to learn that the wave can go both ways if he forgets
who he represents.
 
Monday, August 15
6:00-7:30 PM
EOC Tech
4601 N Choctaw Road, Choctaw, OK  73020

Tuesday, August 16
6:00-7:30 PM
Francis Tuttle Technology Center – Portland Campus
3500 NW 150th Street, Oklahoma City, OK  73134

Thursday, August 18
6:00-7:30 PM
CPN Cultural Heritage Center
North Reunion Hall
1702 S Gordon Cooper Drive, Shawnee, OK  74801
 

OCPAC’s Charlie Meadows Responds To Criticism
 

 
The last few newsletters have taken Charlie Meadows to task for not thoroughly vetting
candidates before endorsing them using the OCPAC newsletter.  
 
Charlie is an icon in Oklahoma conservative circles and has done a lot of good in the
past.  The problem is that Charlie hasn’t adapted to the new battlefield that arose once
the GOP won control of both the House and Senate.   Once the Republicans were firmly
in charge, one would think that it was time to follow their GOP party platform and
uphold  conservative values but the GOP has proven as corrupt as the Democrats were
when they were in charge.
 
Charlie remains rooted in his old access based lobbying methods, where personal access
is used to encourage politicians to do the right thing.  The problem with that method of
political pressure is that there is no way to hold a politician to his promises without
making him angry, and if they get angry they will cut off your access to them.   Charlie
set up a long running weekly meeting where politicians speak on the issues, and receive
OCPAC endorsement and PAC money for elections.  Therein lies the problem… if he dares
hold them accountable, they will stop showing up and Charlie won’t have anything to
draw people to the meetings!  So Charlie has done what innumerable activists have done
before him, sold out by trading his group’s power for access to the politicians.
 
But Charlie is learning.  We hammered him on two occasions this year, both times he
responded in his newsletter by changing his tune and doing the right thing.   Last week
we brought up another bad judgment call, his endorsement of Greg Childers in the
Senate race.  Childers was a Democrat till quite recent when he changed his affiliation to
run for the Senate seat.  His wife remains a registered Democrat.  
 
 Charlie did respond to the charges  we leveled last week:
 
From this week’s OCPAC newsletter.
 
“Let me clearly state, I don’t know for sure just how conservative Greg Childers happens
to be, but Republicans should  NOT  vote for Theresa Nelson for this position. I believe
some involved with the Demokie web site are heavily involved in Nelson’s campaign and
they are quite upset I used a quote from their web-site to expose her liberalism. A
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credible source has informed me that an official with that web-site accompanied Nelson
when she filed a protest against Childers’candidacy. She later withdrew the protest. I
have also been informed
that the same person with the Demokie web-site has been driving Nelson around as she
is campaigning. I believe that many of the folks who regularly contribute to this web-site
are some of the most extreme liberals in the Democrat party.

What we don’t want is for the general election to boil down to a “progressive”
Republican as I believe Nelson happens to be, against a Democrat in the general
election. There is a lot going on in this race between supporters of the candidates, of
which I choose not to go into right now other than to say I have been the recipient of e-
mails which attempt to incriminate Mr. Childers as well as supporters for Nelson getting
my cell phone number so I would receive her robotic phone calls, which make a lot of
negative allegations regarding Mr. Childers.”
 
End quote:
 
What Charlie leaves out is that the DemoOkie website postings were quite harsh on
Nelson after the race was over, one poster calling her a profane name.  Childers received
praise from the DemoOkie website for his State Chamber survey answers supporting
government healthcare (Obama Care/Fallin Care). 
 
The truth of the matter is that the Democrats ran two Democrat candidates as
Republicans,one of which was indeed a lesser of evils but Childers still looks more like
a progressive Republican than a true Republican.  Come February the truth will be
obvious one way or another as the new Senator votes.
 
I believe Charlie was being honest in his reply when he wrote:
 “Let me clearly state, I don’t know for sure just how conservative Greg Childers happens
to be…”
 
But a person in the position of leadership ought to know who he is endorsing before he
endorses them.  I do appreciate Charlie responding to our criticism but let’s not forget
that activist group leaders can act like politicians once they have drank the Kool-Aid and
it is up to their members to keep them honest.
 
What did I do on that election day?  I stayed home, didn’t vote for either one of the
false Republicans.  When the general election comes around, I might just cross party
lines and vote for the Democrat.  If enough of us did this, the Republicans would quite
putting progressive RINO Republicans up for election and find candidates that represent
Republican values.
 

               
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and
frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to
clean up our country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK
73127
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Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.
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A vaccination against Obama's policies in Oklahoma
 
by Jonathan Small, CPA

 

Whether it is the politics of envy, a failed stimulus plan, government officials

who think welfare is the best way to stimulate the economy, the disasters of

Obamacare, or an out-of-control EPA, it is clear that Obama’s policies are

having the effect of an epidemic on the 50 states’ economies.
 
Some states such as Illinois have decided to speed up the results of the

epidemic. Oklahoma has an opportunity to give its economy and its citizens a

much needed vaccination against Obama’s policies. This can be done by

following the wish of Governor Mary Fallin, who says she wants to phase out

the state’s income tax.
 
If Oklahoma eliminated its personal income tax it would infuse Oklahoma

taxpayers and our economy with game changing economic freedom, and

provide the opportunity for Oklahoma to market itself as likely the state with the

lowest tax burden. Eliminating the income tax, based on 2010 data, would

likely provide Oklahoman’s with the following savings:
 
•    Single Person Gross Income $30,000 – Savings – $950

•    Family of 4 Gross Income $50,000 – Savings – $1,373

•    Family of 4 Gross Income $60,000 – Savings – $1,924

•    Family of 4 Gross Income $75,000 – Savings – $2,748

•    Family of 4 Gross Income $100,000 – Savings – $3,651
 
The good news for policymakers who are trying to determine the best course

of action is that voters want smaller government and lower taxes. The good

news for taxpayers and voters is that policymakers like State Representative

Tom Newell and State Senator Greg Treat understand what needs to be done
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to eliminate Oklahoma’s personal income tax.
 
It’s time for Oklahoma to get a much needed “shot in the arm,” a vaccination

that is against the effect of Obama’s policies in Oklahoma. We at OCPA can’t

help but believe that a complete phase out of the state’s personal income tax

is “just what the doctor ordered."
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Why are Oklahoma policymakers funding NCSL?
 
by Brandon Dutcher

One of the most disappointing aspects of the embarrassing debacle that was the

2012 legislative session was the growth in government spending. As my

colleague Jonathan Small told The Wall Street Journal, “We didn’t get a tax cut

because the Republicans decided they’d rather spend the money.”

It’s troubling enough when lawmakers spend money on programs that are merely

wasteful or duplicative. What’s worse is doing what Oklahoma lawmakers have

been doing for years: giving tax dollars to a big-government lobbying organization,

the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL).

Fortunately, NCSL is starting to receive heightened scrutiny. As Mike Flynn points

out today (‘Meet NCSL: The Taxpayer-Funded Lobby for Expanding

Government’), NCSL has “leveraged support from labor unions, leftist foundations,

and rent-seeking corporations, combined with taxpayer support from every state,

to lobby to expand the role of government in our lives.”

"While it provides some technical training for legislative staff across the country,

NCSL’s most important work is in drafting hundreds of “policy positions” on

virtually every issue touched by the federal government. These are crafted by

state legislators and staff, with significant input from unions, corporations, and

interest groups. NCSL staff use these “positions” to try to shape federal legislation.

While NCSL strives to appear bipartisan, virtually all of its positions have a leftist

tilt. It generally opposes federal legislation that imposes a conservative policy,

e.g., tort reform, and supports legislation that imposes liberal policies, e.g., health
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care mandates. In 2009, it shrugged off its bipartisan veneer and came out

strongly in support of ObamaCare and the “public option” for health insurance.

And, you paid for it."

As OCPA has pointed out, it makes no sense for Oklahoma’s center-right

policymakers to be funding NCSL.

Brandon Dutcher can be reached at twitter.com/brandondutcher or facebook.com/brandondutcher.
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Why are Oklahoma policymakers funding NCSL?
 
by Brandon Dutcher

One of the most disappointing aspects of the embarrassing debacle that was the

2012 legislative session was the growth in government spending. As my

colleague Jonathan Small told The Wall Street Journal, “We didn’t get a tax cut

because the Republicans decided they’d rather spend the money.”

It’s troubling enough when lawmakers spend money on programs that are merely

wasteful or duplicative. What’s worse is doing what Oklahoma lawmakers have

been doing for years: giving tax dollars to a big-government lobbying organization,

the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL).

Fortunately, NCSL is starting to receive heightened scrutiny. As Mike Flynn points

out today (‘Meet NCSL: The Taxpayer-Funded Lobby for Expanding

Government’), NCSL has “leveraged support from labor unions, leftist foundations,

and rent-seeking corporations, combined with taxpayer support from every state,

to lobby to expand the role of government in our lives.”

"While it provides some technical training for legislative staff across the country,

NCSL’s most important work is in drafting hundreds of “policy positions” on

virtually every issue touched by the federal government. These are crafted by

state legislators and staff, with significant input from unions, corporations, and

interest groups. NCSL staff use these “positions” to try to shape federal legislation.

While NCSL strives to appear bipartisan, virtually all of its positions have a leftist

tilt. It generally opposes federal legislation that imposes a conservative policy,

e.g., tort reform, and supports legislation that imposes liberal policies, e.g., health
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care mandates. In 2009, it shrugged off its bipartisan veneer and came out

strongly in support of ObamaCare and the “public option” for health insurance.

And, you paid for it."

As OCPA has pointed out, it makes no sense for Oklahoma’s center-right

policymakers to be funding NCSL.

Brandon Dutcher can be reached at twitter.com/brandondutcher or facebook.com/brandondutcher.
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What the last round of tax cuts teaches us: Lower rates,

higher revenues

By Jonathan Small, CPA 

Making Dough 2

News that state tax revenues have maintained and experienced growth is

indicative of the hard work of Oklahoma citizens. The state just completed

a fiscal year that provides a valuable lesson for the future.

Since state personal income tax cut efforts that began in FY-2005, net

state sales tax collections have increased by more than $694 million, even

with periods of volatile energy prices.

 

Click to read more on our blog.

Forward this email

This email was sent to travis.brauer@gov.ok.gov by dacia@ocpathink.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs - OCPA | 1401 N. Lincoln Blvd. | Oklahoma City | OK | 73104

22521

mailto:dacia@ocpathink.org
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=ynbpsxjab&v=001_L7BuIhjrxy6HdMGib3oQ6_som_Fb7yPMcLo5xYE60Vo-XzMALGvKiXoVNteQPMUpOZSlp_STtD08cAB0qoJ9W7UYH3S58vtCR_ylDi8DkLU5eI3Fi5KzdvB6-7Sn-KeHqgZWRJnwMA%3D
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=ad_8uTzRGCo&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=ad_8uTzRGCo&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=ad_8uTzRGCo&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=ad_8uTzRGCo&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Freedom-Flash--What-the-last-round-of-tax-cuts-teaches-us.html?soid=1109966423480&aid=ad_8uTzRGCo#fblike
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrosJ9eb5i-KXfzvhWGAEkJ_oUPbfrRGzR4jLDUrAIct3rBYxIJXOxYzDjqt9QsImmZQkcWcHDdhU0j_SrXZ5kK1aAL21E-Lm-tKBy4ZVkMfD8pmRcWi2vCku4xYmZvnSRanrJjhP6oNLm2EscfzDn5Q0WNU42HgAeWyk7ff9b8H7qLW3GMi78eHsk4eJzwXcktnvN2W6-9MBQRrRDShmBbfNqT8vLGHPAmW7EyAKWT7dJfeVwRaYg_tY-Qu0qFE0Sx3PHR_lItd4i4n9xBPVDFnjp6v25uBbAFmNAwpsFWu-UDGieXuwEK7xapk97LoAGOODcQVP58EvZibFCJp9ici4glG9OHBQpjlPHMQK5v8qT8ol8NKgKXMpByqkzIcgNtr0CZLLJcQv7LjHYMija7KgTbxYizrLPExCd4YEemwcF-bZ73giC0uNK0bfb7Lcq8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrrWQJJEnJATIO1J4v7edTRgIJ1WneYehvxod25a29H8VEZYxtr1Dy1rFFMlZWaEbYj49fJPQMmeEbkrcD64Nmv5Lwyws3epxzzZ7Paeg3-wChyqhc69RJnc3OBrxHdQ2PNoug8tTV1McMjbZIvUlJeZrihfcolC08nqnNNPo0gAtrAqm3nOzKT-JnAJyleKUhYPVGn44QAQ3stdqowOb6tXMNC0lHAXH8o6AhY7cvPgkoaL55y84wVSZqJkaPKqvBQfCl7wG-ncoT5q6TGDhdag1bBM2-ytuWxESAFwTkhtuO2jGij6ENZ3gjYDFJihMpSgLevOaCWmFEixYYc3n0iG06qmrc09S0zSLC8iV3Pgbi-Oipkutj-xsey4InnsjLvkzbBlbeqLznFYcMah5JMzkvfbdDZ9C5iMEHLNmG59JSzTz-gtY8TXxJaICp8vWKA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrrWQJJEnJATIO1J4v7edTRgIJ1WneYehvxod25a29H8VEZYxtr1Dy1rFFMlZWaEbYj49fJPQMmeEbkrcD64Nmv5Lwyws3epxzzZ7Paeg3-wChyqhc69RJnc3OBrxHdQ2PNoug8tTV1McMjbZIvUlJeZrihfcolC08nqnNNPo0gAtrAqm3nOzKT-JnAJyleKUhYPVGn44QAQ3stdqowOb6tXMNC0lHAXH8o6AhY7cvPgkoaL55y84wVSZqJkaPKqvBQfCl7wG-ncoT5q6TGDhdag1bBM2-ytuWxESAFwTkhtuO2jGij6ENZ3gjYDFJihMpSgLevOaCWmFEixYYc3n0iG06qmrc09S0zSLC8iV3Pgbi-Oipkutj-xsey4InnsjLvkzbBlbeqLznFYcMah5JMzkvfbdDZ9C5iMEHLNmG59JSzTz-gtY8TXxJaICp8vWKA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrrWQJJEnJATIO1J4v7edTRgIJ1WneYehvxod25a29H8VEZYxtr1Dy1rFFMlZWaEbYj49fJPQMmeEbkrcD64Nmv5Lwyws3epxzzZ7Paeg3-wChyqhc69RJnc3OBrxHdQ2PNoug8tTV1McMjbZIvUlJeZrihfcolC08nqnNNPo0gAtrAqm3nOzKT-JnAJyleKUhYPVGn44QAQ3stdqowOb6tXMNC0lHAXH8o6AhY7cvPgkoaL55y84wVSZqJkaPKqvBQfCl7wG-ncoT5q6TGDhdag1bBM2-ytuWxESAFwTkhtuO2jGij6ENZ3gjYDFJihMpSgLevOaCWmFEixYYc3n0iG06qmrc09S0zSLC8iV3Pgbi-Oipkutj-xsey4InnsjLvkzbBlbeqLznFYcMah5JMzkvfbdDZ9C5iMEHLNmG59JSzTz-gtY8TXxJaICp8vWKA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrqlrKBNmPZf0YWuUMK7FW4kFJun2bJ5nby5-tIMCBVEfI-nOI2PWOCeS8mRbvJxYb8YD8fqhix7OF1ZNyBYCckah-MnZZN1R2Udrd2VS2MuGhx2CXdINmkJ_l0OOOs6ZYAA4iQiNaKTBIZ_RXJITlzeWLtHhGaQveo0ejQhEkga-saFisupGYVs5lT_gHVa_j7VIbJgDy5DPYNzBGXUv80oMb7FsRaOaUjR_6BsVzk8R45Vz6Dqhz-yn8x_p4QwBSv1NdP-FHmc3fHGcC4qe7O6YhP-ZKwJdS7Tq60XjVup2S0OWq_wtuUhdSH0kYxFUmnlGNGz7xVGdeNGhDu0T_isI50VfYadfqjZ25Q8vd7nzfaAZ-DQdc8MgkJ_5KtPjFbxvW2J-r1etQ-YmoTEj014-Gn8Qqi3Njjc1DYEhd-YdqSCv5XVXkUg6MOjPex16wo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrqlrKBNmPZf0YWuUMK7FW4kFJun2bJ5nby5-tIMCBVEfI-nOI2PWOCeS8mRbvJxYb8YD8fqhix7OF1ZNyBYCckah-MnZZN1R2Udrd2VS2MuGhx2CXdINmkJ_l0OOOs6ZYAA4iQiNaKTBIZ_RXJITlzeWLtHhGaQveo0ejQhEkga-saFisupGYVs5lT_gHVa_j7VIbJgDy5DPYNzBGXUv80oMb7FsRaOaUjR_6BsVzk8R45Vz6Dqhz-yn8x_p4QwBSv1NdP-FHmc3fHGcC4qe7O6YhP-ZKwJdS7Tq60XjVup2S0OWq_wtuUhdSH0kYxFUmnlGNGz7xVGdeNGhDu0T_isI50VfYadfqjZ25Q8vd7nzfaAZ-DQdc8MgkJ_5KtPjFbxvW2J-r1etQ-YmoTEj014-Gn8Qqi3Njjc1DYEhd-YdqSCv5XVXkUg6MOjPex16wo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrpYoNSyB-CULLTDrKonmYcZB6jnOnb0NMcPdwpTsGMpM2vmTSB035TFO1IZT709OHNTqWtYizhkfre0495L8aZpKH0S-A0RCvrakO3KviHmPb8Zk3VcWm7z3uEBPR3L_Ld0NuMs2FPbkCjS1c3XVNeFFNG3RMluWXZNhQ8G7yRfwllR3e0TPzHVfBxUWRw6uHGH5Mk91EofXCrNRS9yP_PGvrLXnqhuOuY2-RVYDvHUiF_I917X1yJMYr4mcjIv8KDS9BwQ2cxtG3oMboZ4BDcOslEAX3SJ5S1pmb7f9tYq_VCXqeGZgpFv6zeOGk1BN6HOzzdcp519vDFiqtJKhQ-Sz5jpIoB3p6vtw6hQcEI-8NTqJKDHgAklKNLWWOdniY4jLT2qOviGU0_-aR4BcuXHJF_q7Q9ZBAAA-jIFtJAXM-R2j1danCojuFnya_JoiKg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrpYoNSyB-CULLTDrKonmYcZB6jnOnb0NMcPdwpTsGMpM2vmTSB035TFO1IZT709OHNTqWtYizhkfre0495L8aZpKH0S-A0RCvrakO3KviHmPb8Zk3VcWm7z3uEBPR3L_Ld0NuMs2FPbkCjS1c3XVNeFFNG3RMluWXZNhQ8G7yRfwllR3e0TPzHVfBxUWRw6uHGH5Mk91EofXCrNRS9yP_PGvrLXnqhuOuY2-RVYDvHUiF_I917X1yJMYr4mcjIv8KDS9BwQ2cxtG3oMboZ4BDcOslEAX3SJ5S1pmb7f9tYq_VCXqeGZgpFv6zeOGk1BN6HOzzdcp519vDFiqtJKhQ-Sz5jpIoB3p6vtw6hQcEI-8NTqJKDHgAklKNLWWOdniY4jLT2qOviGU0_-aR4BcuXHJF_q7Q9ZBAAA-jIFtJAXM-R2j1danCojuFnya_JoiKg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrpYoNSyB-CULLTDrKonmYcZB6jnOnb0NMcPdwpTsGMpM2vmTSB035TFO1IZT709OHNTqWtYizhkfre0495L8aZpKH0S-A0RCvrakO3KviHmPb8Zk3VcWm7z3uEBPR3L_Ld0NuMs2FPbkCjS1c3XVNeFFNG3RMluWXZNhQ8G7yRfwllR3e0TPzHVfBxUWRw6uHGH5Mk91EofXCrNRS9yP_PGvrLXnqhuOuY2-RVYDvHUiF_I917X1yJMYr4mcjIv8KDS9BwQ2cxtG3oMboZ4BDcOslEAX3SJ5S1pmb7f9tYq_VCXqeGZgpFv6zeOGk1BN6HOzzdcp519vDFiqtJKhQ-Sz5jpIoB3p6vtw6hQcEI-8NTqJKDHgAklKNLWWOdniY4jLT2qOviGU0_-aR4BcuXHJF_q7Q9ZBAAA-jIFtJAXM-R2j1danCojuFnya_JoiKg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrohkw6mBB3o1RDIZCi8f7x3qPMFqSsT1JeBCbVZBxx7EkITgaznsiLfEJlmRGZR6U78i9pN-7VA2_xY6GjqjaQNRqspsdgbfkW_KwFd1vrNQG_-_EeWcqmmdWgoFYV9v6KhMWJhm6Sfpk5CxeTGqSiCdEVd6SowKYHTHsGVA850D0J7dc78G8yQXUrJa4sIY5Ss-JbdRdkyMssxUymuf_rPlbtJ3ORiFkf1iSyVZSIhFxhpyFz0j56fQSeTcNRpA1p6Xv2YqAHRV7h93fkpIPzO1TLw_FF8xF5aik70TKwyd61TeO99U9ovQu_HaM1UxEmLCUiHBrK1Ych8sswwp1N6x-5p5VU0gdQ29hKot-TLP2QKL2RFCGp9zGKzbeiRfOPkDTi6GgcY9W1dOg4aR9wdZwbzZngqQfew7e15hacaYsfeL9kufIFKFdU_aQD5Gxg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrohkw6mBB3o1RDIZCi8f7x3qPMFqSsT1JeBCbVZBxx7EkITgaznsiLfEJlmRGZR6U78i9pN-7VA2_xY6GjqjaQNRqspsdgbfkW_KwFd1vrNQG_-_EeWcqmmdWgoFYV9v6KhMWJhm6Sfpk5CxeTGqSiCdEVd6SowKYHTHsGVA850D0J7dc78G8yQXUrJa4sIY5Ss-JbdRdkyMssxUymuf_rPlbtJ3ORiFkf1iSyVZSIhFxhpyFz0j56fQSeTcNRpA1p6Xv2YqAHRV7h93fkpIPzO1TLw_FF8xF5aik70TKwyd61TeO99U9ovQu_HaM1UxEmLCUiHBrK1Ych8sswwp1N6x-5p5VU0gdQ29hKot-TLP2QKL2RFCGp9zGKzbeiRfOPkDTi6GgcY9W1dOg4aR9wdZwbzZngqQfew7e15hacaYsfeL9kufIFKFdU_aQD5Gxg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrohkw6mBB3o1RDIZCi8f7x3qPMFqSsT1JeBCbVZBxx7EkITgaznsiLfEJlmRGZR6U78i9pN-7VA2_xY6GjqjaQNRqspsdgbfkW_KwFd1vrNQG_-_EeWcqmmdWgoFYV9v6KhMWJhm6Sfpk5CxeTGqSiCdEVd6SowKYHTHsGVA850D0J7dc78G8yQXUrJa4sIY5Ss-JbdRdkyMssxUymuf_rPlbtJ3ORiFkf1iSyVZSIhFxhpyFz0j56fQSeTcNRpA1p6Xv2YqAHRV7h93fkpIPzO1TLw_FF8xF5aik70TKwyd61TeO99U9ovQu_HaM1UxEmLCUiHBrK1Ych8sswwp1N6x-5p5VU0gdQ29hKot-TLP2QKL2RFCGp9zGKzbeiRfOPkDTi6GgcY9W1dOg4aR9wdZwbzZngqQfew7e15hacaYsfeL9kufIFKFdU_aQD5Gxg=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUroGf6Zc5n2GysvwWpnEwQJn_afYuj2C_avVgYYoy5eIsa9FCAihBQ9QgnFvoWxaiBHp8jWkTO-34EHoGaU_DjMVnZz1YuU_TMAR7Qgw1iqlx1AIhaF9BpQQdUErPbE4h9h-3z5PNcQeI3npufkIyklw6aTOSaZNuG25Dk02i6OYxh7mfyhG56MGeOnwwaENl6HG9nvqoftYQOfEoFwUsx291U-cIlDIb7491q1sV7VW5WLu0kWMYt9gu3CHfcQZobhFnVCQ9zlyMbFbdkTqOCLvdT6vrqjUYlUQsgZAK1zK8yT2RZVuy_YoV9K2NKwd3L0YgogF3xjPhAbbBufutWDONAYR9wcWgfpPPzvuYO_yVHl_y1ChXege8YXC5VcGXLoS-uO2r3xd88WvrVDqIFQNP-LRZTB2BgIAXj86eWyyrrXw8JcgLvgm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUroGf6Zc5n2GysvwWpnEwQJn_afYuj2C_avVgYYoy5eIsa9FCAihBQ9QgnFvoWxaiBHp8jWkTO-34EHoGaU_DjMVnZz1YuU_TMAR7Qgw1iqlx1AIhaF9BpQQdUErPbE4h9h-3z5PNcQeI3npufkIyklw6aTOSaZNuG25Dk02i6OYxh7mfyhG56MGeOnwwaENl6HG9nvqoftYQOfEoFwUsx291U-cIlDIb7491q1sV7VW5WLu0kWMYt9gu3CHfcQZobhFnVCQ9zlyMbFbdkTqOCLvdT6vrqjUYlUQsgZAK1zK8yT2RZVuy_YoV9K2NKwd3L0YgogF3xjPhAbbBufutWDONAYR9wcWgfpPPzvuYO_yVHl_y1ChXege8YXC5VcGXLoS-uO2r3xd88WvrVDqIFQNP-LRZTB2BgIAXj86eWyyrrXw8JcgLvgm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUroGf6Zc5n2GysvwWpnEwQJn_afYuj2C_avVgYYoy5eIsa9FCAihBQ9QgnFvoWxaiBHp8jWkTO-34EHoGaU_DjMVnZz1YuU_TMAR7Qgw1iqlx1AIhaF9BpQQdUErPbE4h9h-3z5PNcQeI3npufkIyklw6aTOSaZNuG25Dk02i6OYxh7mfyhG56MGeOnwwaENl6HG9nvqoftYQOfEoFwUsx291U-cIlDIb7491q1sV7VW5WLu0kWMYt9gu3CHfcQZobhFnVCQ9zlyMbFbdkTqOCLvdT6vrqjUYlUQsgZAK1zK8yT2RZVuy_YoV9K2NKwd3L0YgogF3xjPhAbbBufutWDONAYR9wcWgfpPPzvuYO_yVHl_y1ChXege8YXC5VcGXLoS-uO2r3xd88WvrVDqIFQNP-LRZTB2BgIAXj86eWyyrrXw8JcgLvgm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrroRUB9LnRo6DCxGpQ6JItNjLQUFp9Rfye5ijXahIeTziLAd3nGKt5i5IJIMT2zo4AdRtpkz_YU2XiOsxOXKrLxCg0s-o59ANRS4T5zMobVTv_EYbe2XgsK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrofjHv-HZXTunhP5DWzRzUfIDWHC190peFF1ldzGKuHt3KHWfL_sYtdudaGLlSg4-MbozqvrQGRVn_K5O83_vE-UfROePsesch8hp-_z2XjQA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrqw5IpDvNymL7SbW3_SPUl0pmXdRTKNcvRQqVuNU-1IPGXDUAYi3b-CzIgjjmfGfeOJj2-mCWBUOXITaCN-1xHxih6cReovdHxDQNJqVth9MNlbuz4GsE1cF7xZcX7L7wU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrot8UNJb4in3MeKH3Iwvabt5GDV3gu3_PL-c7KnqhPuMfNUndIrP15DyXfTi3t_tPYtns571WpgNXtZk7211xnnb871ml1dbh0XcQ900X9eMKTjfJeYT8HWHi7HIRqN5eChCSm0d8Id69TDeqXLM5-rUTyMW6fyyzTDEL7S-RPGkPP6qme7EUSi7lbKApbe5qDmpwJ0FQ8L-lldb25NA36SuvBbnmJu7mPFLhfAuy3QYzwoNj397aOanXhbb_GzosxBBfOwBEAv4kBu7P_w4pPaX4Csb_Y2dPdE6_LZx4rHdj8uT6_okdePObgOSxJU91f0CDW-dO8lIdUlpZC_NyzL3C8rYmj_eFcrX1SK5l5BgY-G4kwjocfh_Lbn_Yafg4eyRYzVyM9lLF3TzJGnINjMyIU_Out5bYEVMYEzOT-edowmQr5r1gQWmKx4Cxg1f5U=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrot8UNJb4in3MeKH3Iwvabt5GDV3gu3_PL-c7KnqhPuMfNUndIrP15DyXfTi3t_tPYtns571WpgNXtZk7211xnnb871ml1dbh0XcQ900X9eMKTjfJeYT8HWHi7HIRqN5eChCSm0d8Id69TDeqXLM5-rUTyMW6fyyzTDEL7S-RPGkPP6qme7EUSi7lbKApbe5qDmpwJ0FQ8L-lldb25NA36SuvBbnmJu7mPFLhfAuy3QYzwoNj397aOanXhbb_GzosxBBfOwBEAv4kBu7P_w4pPaX4Csb_Y2dPdE6_LZx4rHdj8uT6_okdePObgOSxJU91f0CDW-dO8lIdUlpZC_NyzL3C8rYmj_eFcrX1SK5l5BgY-G4kwjocfh_Lbn_Yafg4eyRYzVyM9lLF3TzJGnINjMyIU_Out5bYEVMYEzOT-edowmQr5r1gQWmKx4Cxg1f5U=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrqqIRmlcN1ujPSzQWHg6KDmH4t1acjvWuJHlNjcl5Rzyubg9EBupTyQiQw1Po7cW46akMJe-7Pn9lMBPeWQtfUkxu3T8cAmjLJqijQFs7XPCZA7jEdVtrNEqc61Kp80zu1SCEDH38oxa497y7eAiEWYEXjvsEY1ZUkv9XJjYYOtmRmV5TjxpkQ_Rrpop1tfMHAOGkmpp9ZTAG8R7EAQufnGR7PMXxKEbqkBA4R4C7UCfeP8nldoKM9kOx_7iyRyHz9707tddFgwkbOUG9U9QAyMATayYPridBvF3s-xZR0jWDkQrl9_zdWgsMl6wpXiClbvYlWolBRV7lG0vByJmZxvctqQkxGYP8gGuiTOQQuDmOK3okudZtEGszdLXa9e8DOYer8JvOZSGBrU5yEigT_NnJ0IhPxPH-rdLanDU2jLy5nqH7Q6Pvj_YUgYvkaDlJPEcyL2PDdHZRSk994ZbtRBjPew-IIdIVGcZDhD1KTo5UYG4bH0k7OyYjSpfhjU7g-igZO1UfGgJe5qsAwx1her8aoHI6A22AIhd21n22sa_g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017IDwTstfUrot8UNJb4in3MeKH3Iwvabt5GDV3gu3_PL-c7KnqhPuMfNUndIrP15DyXfTi3t_tPYtns571WpgNXtZk7211xnnb871ml1dbh0XcQ900X9eMKTjfJeYT8HWHi7HIRqN5eChCSm0d8Id69TDeqXLM5-rUTyMW6fyyzTDEL7S-RPGkPP6qme7EUSi7lbKApbe5qDmpwJ0FQ8L-lldb25NA36SuvBbnmJu7mPFLhfAuy3QYzwoNj397aOanXhbb_GzosxBBfOwBEAv4kBu7P_w4pPaX4Csb_Y2dPdE6_LZx4rHdj8uT6_okdePObgOSxJU91f0CDW-dO8lIdUlpZC_NyzL3C8rYmj_eFcrX1SK5l5BgY-G4kwjocfh_Lbn_Yafg4eyRYzVyM9lLF3TzJGnINjMyIU_Out5bYEVMYEzOT-edowmQr5r1gQWmKx4Cxg1f5U=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=ynbpsxjab&m=1109966423480&ea=travis.brauer%40gov.ok.gov&a=1110777978265
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERTiYLQC-2Vl&t=001RYVu0nL_U3MIENlgCkI7aQ%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Sch_206
mailto:dacia@ocpathink.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERTiYLQC-2Vl&t=001RYVu0nL_U3MIENlgCkI7aQ%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERTiYLQC-2Vl&t=001RYVu0nL_U3MIENlgCkI7aQ%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp


From: Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Freedom Flash: What the last round of tax cuts teaches us
Date: Monday, August 20, 2012 3:02:56 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

We're blogging:
 Paul Ryan to OCPA in

2010:The nation is

approaching a tipping point

Christmas comes early for

concerned taxpayers

Obamacare's cost-shifting

doesn't do taxpayers any

favors

An idea for controlling

Oklahoma government

spending

 Oklahoma policymakers

learning how to expand the

reach of government

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

What the last round of tax cuts teaches us: Lower rates,

higher revenues

By Jonathan Small, CPA 

Making Dough 2

News that state tax revenues have maintained and experienced growth is

indicative of the hard work of Oklahoma citizens. The state just completed

a fiscal year that provides a valuable lesson for the future.

Since state personal income tax cut efforts that began in FY-2005, net

state sales tax collections have increased by more than $694 million, even

with periods of volatile energy prices.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.
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Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.
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Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.
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Time to do something great

By Brandon Dutcher

It's been said that there are two types of people in politics: those who want

to be somebody great, and those who want to do something great.

 

Clearly President Barack Obama is the latter. During his first presidential

campaign, Mr. Obama made the point that "Ronald Reagan changed the

trajectory of America in a way that Richard Nixon did not, that Bill Clinton

did not." Mr. Obama said that he too wanted to be a transformational

leader.

 

Fortunately, it's not just President Obama who wants to do something

great. Other political leaders are in fact doing great things--transformative

things--in statehouses all across the country.  

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Time to do something great

By Brandon Dutcher

It's been said that there are two types of people in politics: those who want

to be somebody great, and those who want to do something great.

 

Clearly President Barack Obama is the latter. During his first presidential

campaign, Mr. Obama made the point that "Ronald Reagan changed the

trajectory of America in a way that Richard Nixon did not, that Bill Clinton

did not." Mr. Obama said that he too wanted to be a transformational

leader.

 

Fortunately, it's not just President Obama who wants to do something

great. Other political leaders are in fact doing great things--transformative

things--in statehouses all across the country.  

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Time to do something great

By Brandon Dutcher

It's been said that there are two types of people in politics: those who want

to be somebody great, and those who want to do something great.

 

Clearly President Barack Obama is the latter. During his first presidential

campaign, Mr. Obama made the point that "Ronald Reagan changed the

trajectory of America in a way that Richard Nixon did not, that Bill Clinton

did not." Mr. Obama said that he too wanted to be a transformational

leader.

 

Fortunately, it's not just President Obama who wants to do something

great. Other political leaders are in fact doing great things--transformative

things--in statehouses all across the country.  

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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Time for Oklahoma to 'walk the walk' on Obama's health-overhaul law

by Brandon Dutcher

"So what do we do now?" That's the question many people are asking since

the U.S. Supreme Court handed down its ruling on the president's health-

overhaul law.

"Our friends on the left have pronounced the debate over and urged us to

accept our fate and faithfully implement the law," writes law professor

Andrew C. Spiropoulos, who serves as OCPA's Milton Friedman

Distinguished Fellow. Indeed, the left appears to be unanimous on this

point. But as Spiropoulos says,

This attempt to stem the tide of resistance is, of course, futile and
almost comical. They don't understand that we believe this law is a
deadly threat to our economy, constitutional principles and institutions,
and even character. We will fight this pernicious scheme at every turn
and for as long as it takes to dismantle it and begin the path to health
care reforms that follow from, and do not flout, the principles of liberty. 
 

Our state government, for the next few months, can sit tight. The fate of
this president and his plan will not be settled by this decision, but, as
Roberts made clear in his opinion, by the people in November. If the
Republicans take the presidency and the Senate, they will kill the
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scheme, and we can start over and do things right. 
 

If the president prevails, our state will have to make some tough
decisions. The toughest will be whether to accept the scheme's bribe to
radically expand our state Medicaid program. 
 

Under the current scheme, the federal government will pick up the tab
for the expansion for three years, and promises it will eventually pay 90
percent of the bill. Well, if you haven't noticed, we're drowning in debt
[$15 trillion, with another $100 trillion in unfunded liabilities] and,
particularly if the president is re-elected, we are heading for a Grecian
day of reckoning with our creditors. 
 

Even before the economic crisis, those in the know had concluded that
the only way to save the Medicaid program from imploding was to
convert it to a block grant program. This means that, at some point, the
feds will refuse to give us any more money and leave the state holding
the bag for the vastly expanded program. Do we really want to expand
an already collapsing program? Even more importantly, do we really
want to increase the percentage of our people on welfare? 

"No," say the governors of six states. They understand clearly that, as I

recently pointed out in the Edmond Sun, "free" money from the feds spurs

higher state spending. These governors say their states simply can't afford

to take on more entitlement spending. In addition, Stanford lecturer Keith

Hennessey offers even more reasons why states might want to refuse to

expand Medicaid.

Here's the bottom line. For two years now we've seen Oklahoma

policymakers and candidates -- well aware of Oklahomans' antipathy toward

the president's health-overhaul law -- stumble all over themselves in an

attempt to get to the right of one another on this issue. But now we're

beyond push cards and press releases. Now it's time to walk the walk. As

OCPA never tires of repeating: "Don't read their lips. Read their budgets."

Are Oklahoma's political leaders going to aid and abet the president as he

delivers on his promise to fundamentally transform the United States of

America? Or not?

Cato Institute adjunct scholar Jeffrey A. Singer, a Phoenix surgeon, says

that if the states don't create their own exchanges and don't expand

Medicaid, Obamacare won't work.

Arizona's legislature has already made it clear it is not interested in
setting up an exchange. The state can barely afford its present
Medicaid population and has recently enacted cutbacks. Arizona's
Governor Brewer can help throw a wrench into the gears of the
Obamacare machine and grind it to a halt -- if she joins states like
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Texas, Florida, Wisconsin, Louisiana, Nebraska, and others by saying
"no" to Obamacare. No Medicaid expansion. No state-run exchanges. 
 

Regardless of the outcome of this November's election, if state
legislatures and governors choose not to play the Obamacare game,
then the game is over. 
 

The governors who have voiced opposition to Obamacare have "talked
the talk." Now it is time for them to "walk the walk."

 

 
Brandon Dutcher can be reached at twitter.com/brandondutcher  or facebook.com/brandondutcher.
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Time for Oklahoma to 'walk the walk' on Obama's health-overhaul law

by Brandon Dutcher

"So what do we do now?" That's the question many people are asking since

the U.S. Supreme Court handed down its ruling on the president's health-

overhaul law.

"Our friends on the left have pronounced the debate over and urged us to

accept our fate and faithfully implement the law," writes law professor

Andrew C. Spiropoulos, who serves as OCPA's Milton Friedman

Distinguished Fellow. Indeed, the left appears to be unanimous on this

point. But as Spiropoulos says,

This attempt to stem the tide of resistance is, of course, futile and
almost comical. They don't understand that we believe this law is a
deadly threat to our economy, constitutional principles and institutions,
and even character. We will fight this pernicious scheme at every turn
and for as long as it takes to dismantle it and begin the path to health
care reforms that follow from, and do not flout, the principles of liberty. 
 

Our state government, for the next few months, can sit tight. The fate of
this president and his plan will not be settled by this decision, but, as
Roberts made clear in his opinion, by the people in November. If the
Republicans take the presidency and the Senate, they will kill the
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scheme, and we can start over and do things right. 
 

If the president prevails, our state will have to make some tough
decisions. The toughest will be whether to accept the scheme's bribe to
radically expand our state Medicaid program. 
 

Under the current scheme, the federal government will pick up the tab
for the expansion for three years, and promises it will eventually pay 90
percent of the bill. Well, if you haven't noticed, we're drowning in debt
[$15 trillion, with another $100 trillion in unfunded liabilities] and,
particularly if the president is re-elected, we are heading for a Grecian
day of reckoning with our creditors. 
 

Even before the economic crisis, those in the know had concluded that
the only way to save the Medicaid program from imploding was to
convert it to a block grant program. This means that, at some point, the
feds will refuse to give us any more money and leave the state holding
the bag for the vastly expanded program. Do we really want to expand
an already collapsing program? Even more importantly, do we really
want to increase the percentage of our people on welfare? 

"No," say the governors of six states. They understand clearly that, as I

recently pointed out in the Edmond Sun, "free" money from the feds spurs

higher state spending. These governors say their states simply can't afford

to take on more entitlement spending. In addition, Stanford lecturer Keith

Hennessey offers even more reasons why states might want to refuse to

expand Medicaid.

Here's the bottom line. For two years now we've seen Oklahoma

policymakers and candidates -- well aware of Oklahomans' antipathy toward

the president's health-overhaul law -- stumble all over themselves in an

attempt to get to the right of one another on this issue. But now we're

beyond push cards and press releases. Now it's time to walk the walk. As

OCPA never tires of repeating: "Don't read their lips. Read their budgets."

Are Oklahoma's political leaders going to aid and abet the president as he

delivers on his promise to fundamentally transform the United States of

America? Or not?

Cato Institute adjunct scholar Jeffrey A. Singer, a Phoenix surgeon, says

that if the states don't create their own exchanges and don't expand

Medicaid, Obamacare won't work.

Arizona's legislature has already made it clear it is not interested in
setting up an exchange. The state can barely afford its present
Medicaid population and has recently enacted cutbacks. Arizona's
Governor Brewer can help throw a wrench into the gears of the
Obamacare machine and grind it to a halt -- if she joins states like

22533

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjndPTG11c3jPs_D7WpK-agm8REk2C23C4TB_Lyzz5ph1z2hCX10JdlzlHdEPDJatzq29i4h8fwrwNu8VeEEbGpks-DKdzLTd3XXUD4dRybAgipoBpHM-Mf7w1hqt-CzLZT9CqWhaDx7nvGpnhoueeQVa3zPtWPHV5SBdJhfKMjBZdIqFKzfXijs69aW1LzWS95d98EwAjVfQnWoVLr4_DgG1bG2Oq1XmCWZKXUBF6SrWOZtgZjOlrUlOYhklMEopqUjK09-sAQJy1r-erpgSCZVHwRJmdbjy76mStgwyyEYfbfrtoHQGeNMrwl4l2qib5FRGmv7TPJidVOrjFBBS-s2rqL3qiDl-yEyUTtDA00jof1L89_V7CSKLyCUQuFXimoULvsjDHTPbaSKKkdC81Mlv
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjnelEewSHbq-YX_PYUhXA-_h0JwzjW8IpKbGFy-ZhiGsWz2zjSzGXnZCQaQ7xgo3RdYchK2mc2QdbJ3QNiwz4ibavTtr_umvgFMcFamE4NA7BcyTlwwVbQLoOqIImjvz_sUv15DHGd8MVRAKt97os9X__VG4yYEJiJXE9IhQ82i0i25ZiG_323nItJnnzZHfSzzqEFSL04xmrP7e3N1EmwxOi5mTQPTW-Q8GomSepx_yu7ed0xkdQfT7IOh67HAQ3UFeu4BKCh2AMfKsXNRKowMXCYfd6bFZEWmd5x865QnRhdmJYknJY7k_u1FeKomKlw32Z-4HWNiOpQ0uPu8LLgBDvjluAVq-k0rNJrZkc644tDfUfYwGPU4QrcpkrtC_kXYtc-wPUbsBmyk_GaC9LLpdLJi2Lm6q3ZYRxBLaiXxoXXF98LwqjLtswTFnknh3ZUbj2XqmlFDqlhKMMt1s1TgF7He9S7A6_R0CtvQthg0B8LRoBBmbhYmZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjnec0GZoHp_BpfMu-7JxECGf-c1IrxpldY8IQzdzdN9lq-9KxPQmogFDMwPHnhoP0HR5QngbFTgPOlJ_VvywgKal1B2y3wtR1alMh_3Vyv9Z0ynYiJzVfIlHTFFXA4phASatonupFVaQSRNgziZvy-vMIyZD7jT08Eed5Zt3P-tPzrRUak07z2kH5CsISk9JBubMZCtjUqqlSgDFYL8WgX0I_odl_h8nYsk_i9Aw7lPG-VtMgGT8sFMnfvdNlvtmcWkS9VgMyTjzuXcPIIKcUazRgWlY8ZSxyTcsmNznqZTQuK9bDIQbmu1S8DPpldavN_qYDeeXJpR2xtrV_k78-Tp9gnOxD8mS6lpyYGSZuFGqDqegQSOaMz7NxLeabAgtJfh641WK058utGlRgDbmjV5Apwo7Tmt3i_AtMoiCxOOapAsRcGbeww-fu_RjysuXuuSFp-DfWBtvf9jEMMglD_aBAdTzywbYD8d0rIYGVIjpeA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjne78WTSkVcIpUgyYe93Ls2QP1d9qwWMzKET-RLNO8ynQlaD51LE8iDtfSw5Y-mEMvOCkaAr2TwfIjNhu_XHQBRJbOSNXa401LUc1MBiphdeT76XZERsShyoi2Q9NVidS0xUqdc3xk1BIghA-nor94_oayiE_KhLOItyP9I8VGLd6v5P7eDFbhLRB5IZ0bCsDlHgNZDOFzpyf51oiJnNmq7gnI1sxG7DIBEROS9pWNfbViMPcXyYTp4vUuDSKwr2A5QIdMMM6DvROWkVcCOsjfDFNElk9nZU-KY3g8-PZJ13uTImrEVXULxaXvVK7j62wseFkyQnrzC017W1sPMXBbapIjbLzeWQIfmsau6iopk6RHEHz8sO0FsEFdvY9LMgcenZE8soTt8ywnluWFl7cODQrcJqPBFc5nQGAjZs6wcu8pDidLOlqSeu84Mwt_H5k-DkkmWAR5lAAzKmfCjN2qDdOsTgvjlahRCiqZ0a1EN2ChE5cOv9UDas-aLdYDVNBz8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjne78WTSkVcIpUgyYe93Ls2QP1d9qwWMzKET-RLNO8ynQlaD51LE8iDtfSw5Y-mEMvOCkaAr2TwfIjNhu_XHQBRJbOSNXa401LUc1MBiphdeT76XZERsShyoi2Q9NVidS0xUqdc3xk1BIghA-nor94_oayiE_KhLOItyP9I8VGLd6v5P7eDFbhLRB5IZ0bCsDlHgNZDOFzpyf51oiJnNmq7gnI1sxG7DIBEROS9pWNfbViMPcXyYTp4vUuDSKwr2A5QIdMMM6DvROWkVcCOsjfDFNElk9nZU-KY3g8-PZJ13uTImrEVXULxaXvVK7j62wseFkyQnrzC017W1sPMXBbapIjbLzeWQIfmsau6iopk6RHEHz8sO0FsEFdvY9LMgcenZE8soTt8ywnluWFl7cODQrcJqPBFc5nQGAjZs6wcu8pDidLOlqSeu84Mwt_H5k-DkkmWAR5lAAzKmfCjN2qDdOsTgvjlahRCiqZ0a1EN2ChE5cOv9UDas-aLdYDVNBz8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjneHNSug8oTfolRU2loikhNj-5Nf2vrMnQMBHrgRZYgmiT1VOjzOU_IBGabmlxWHknx4NuTPQfV6NL6WDlmnQeLj070w_bIt8PmECO1WgzKrmUvaXjwPPueb5bGBhapw7GsVuwDJA-g1BrBOZqm1FvYzPicspjYS_EIUEN0k98VtVbRL39RLHvxf2NGpFa-EaZRKJ4Ugg1ojPuC9TxSBL0UFBWofntkzjozKGLlNL6FJNOd5IyentMzpKFbSCVB7TH43uM-ImQJxXaZOdKBzO9q-Y5bB2lyJBNtMhylouTLorb_h19MSqd6rkoJgtvZNtm5sLIeQtEmZhrM4C9-o0XsioijL8lY2m8O_smsbw4VWXZrKFo1qQeR-1GrHGD3Cf-PE1l8x-ql8c0dnUe1_a4Yxg2e_ONqZJEAwRRLT-zvFr5h4Twh3iCOjlZqbYsmAAVs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjnek-Kyhei7Z-96kr_p_37Ye5sEEgiwDi8O3mvijf1SWZdkjBGcv0Xjyhfi__bTGirH-VmD4ZK9hNKR2z4Eyda65Hc2f34ZAqH_RhKe7wFzv8xCcyu1fWOaYviAVsAzlQNJXx9C0HDDd_1orHg_5l6ZZzagKShJWQvSoLNK8sQAFZv-zPr3lqmAWDX_jH3XLxNenIF2Pyi1b6cFtiStnNpBAOPjAdMctYbLpwAIqLgPQTEuPn-AI4C4binLgv18UJFjsZxnPTXfPIn6Kcj4Gq05ED30PpXgbYRpaSlX1ljp8HMHVySb28oTNOF5DLR1YiXESSc217HACQhm4AM4u2VHjBsoRG4bdUl9UiblO1lieurIULxp_dy8Jluz0iVxcUxV8D_0KZtQOizUl_K2AnA4d78cJS2_WXKCDh4qjpB8Zg8Gi1MzG6i35RrEs3DSGNZDkQX2a66YDc4i32C_L7FoQSOlMrLbgz4dPnThJKKx_CirOfT1wACvf_1hOK4iKpx4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjnek-Kyhei7Z-96kr_p_37Ye5sEEgiwDi8O3mvijf1SWZdkjBGcv0Xjyhfi__bTGirH-VmD4ZK9hNKR2z4Eyda65Hc2f34ZAqH_RhKe7wFzv8xCcyu1fWOaYviAVsAzlQNJXx9C0HDDd_1orHg_5l6ZZzagKShJWQvSoLNK8sQAFZv-zPr3lqmAWDX_jH3XLxNenIF2Pyi1b6cFtiStnNpBAOPjAdMctYbLpwAIqLgPQTEuPn-AI4C4binLgv18UJFjsZxnPTXfPIn6Kcj4Gq05ED30PpXgbYRpaSlX1ljp8HMHVySb28oTNOF5DLR1YiXESSc217HACQhm4AM4u2VHjBsoRG4bdUl9UiblO1lieurIULxp_dy8Jluz0iVxcUxV8D_0KZtQOizUl_K2AnA4d78cJS2_WXKCDh4qjpB8Zg8Gi1MzG6i35RrEs3DSGNZDkQX2a66YDc4i32C_L7FoQSOlMrLbgz4dPnThJKKx_CirOfT1wACvf_1hOK4iKpx4=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjnfWCP3b0S_mIcdxONrT649EEj0dosgEtA7VcteGgU4kihXnBmWdJK6kwkM9z-90UzcoXjLnd1TliakUO5OhUwHMga_s5apZxqp1mWRtjDjarhhzXQExkedd3JURk8hH7FeCE2ucH9VOFxfj1nN-pgy9jqj9zAe8exuzVpEdwrEhe8MJmYiIsaNxmfWWQSKZucl0qG9Q0kazVzj1cZSZJwtzrp3M6Q-iFQH3WMwD_wBYERjFJw2UCLFY_GmjEaIeMtNtk_rG4HangAMz6WktFWM2wA8zvVX8b8oLKs_fGKbp3ymmNzG26_DDUYwFQ7Vmqdo_zVB1Gpv5IBViEHtpCpoPouc95iRn64Mjh7tPeFLuRidLHkYPK8vCmWEX7KprOdQG_1crewDnOhUlT43HD04o
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjndQX45ykutxK8_iYXkvwnzS4ZYouWxF5NtAyW9HrWYoHo-7FfgPIsPkCGdhe0_MOh7l7vGCdrbcwsHxAN9jH2WoxPzhhdpuLD3kcFJg0sxq-fi9ur0oyXb7B5QX2SvqUijgsPZB1so06PkfTbeoneMf8qRItGSkDPxQ1oNIfJYJ9QUFxhKrf7OK_M-aj2jd91u1nIi7IXJmOkniM9wMj-qdOkXCBRriGbj3ePNWplTFPN8ilhxwcQ18elZ5lgA4XNrY_NFzAvL9cOOH-Vyg_4aB7q4X_zqxF1-L9LBzgAJICjl1Viley2tDreT4NPrITdwcNYmdi_383fyNQRQfir8XLHrzhrwwQNzfdrpxMtTBwckoIIVHTaT9gsSwslJZLZ4At_l_lu8r690jC0FFKaxwZhHgiO8cPMxANiMisuI5orNYIBsWMXw2p7wO96SBIcQ7BEbjQkacSQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjndQX45ykutxK8_iYXkvwnzS4ZYouWxF5NtAyW9HrWYoHo-7FfgPIsPkCGdhe0_MOh7l7vGCdrbcwsHxAN9jH2WoxPzhhdpuLD3kcFJg0sxq-fi9ur0oyXb7B5QX2SvqUijgsPZB1so06PkfTbeoneMf8qRItGSkDPxQ1oNIfJYJ9QUFxhKrf7OK_M-aj2jd91u1nIi7IXJmOkniM9wMj-qdOkXCBRriGbj3ePNWplTFPN8ilhxwcQ18elZ5lgA4XNrY_NFzAvL9cOOH-Vyg_4aB7q4X_zqxF1-L9LBzgAJICjl1Viley2tDreT4NPrITdwcNYmdi_383fyNQRQfir8XLHrzhrwwQNzfdrpxMtTBwckoIIVHTaT9gsSwslJZLZ4At_l_lu8r690jC0FFKaxwZhHgiO8cPMxANiMisuI5orNYIBsWMXw2p7wO96SBIcQ7BEbjQkacSQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001h2M4q-aLjndDBHPxctoidHV8wXg5tZ1tr1khAOlbQ870Q0gVEe2n5P0b7tKeMF8THhazDlMU8NnII5HbdK1UOSGSBZ5IsFaKGZn3aIpwQPWhL3yPVR0Ty1KDv1Y0l5MPeqU4ynQE96bkjm7UHP3cAToFktXidL47_-m_djHeRxdC0pZo0mFfc3-T9XYBMr1YnMIkVzLnb3GuI3UFeEovNcDanDKCXSgfqzfwgkdl5_AEmIYDS4todmFZUDHpbfRWegVHcSjd9BnmeMdIHGgoXrzU3FJ-e8obPKqwYRWvEvCYN1Lm-WguWqQ3XggXD1yc_8dcSSeGmNlHZMToS_dcB4-EM81iioOFyOeXFTSCTi3pfHKyOft7RLqnRbJFSJiELWIHvtYVWIXTveSnJoQdcQ_WYFoOmX51hvELgTDf5FE6ZLTHuV0VEuEAZKLKhkcV6RGJtmmHwlTipeM_h3gigmQc9gRe4MBd


Texas, Florida, Wisconsin, Louisiana, Nebraska, and others by saying
"no" to Obamacare. No Medicaid expansion. No state-run exchanges. 
 

Regardless of the outcome of this November's election, if state
legislatures and governors choose not to play the Obamacare game,
then the game is over. 
 

The governors who have voiced opposition to Obamacare have "talked
the talk." Now it is time for them to "walk the walk."

 

 
Brandon Dutcher can be reached at twitter.com/brandondutcher  or facebook.com/brandondutcher.

 

 

 

 CONNECT

                                           

              

    Become a fan    Follow @OCPAThink     Watch Videos       Donate Online
                 

Forward this email

This email was sent to wendy.gregory@gov.ok.gov by dacia@ocpathink.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs - OCPA | 1401 N. Lincoln Blvd. | Oklahoma City | OK | 73104

22534

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001CmXotEtj-zl18SCYyDfBuuty2CsPQUDt2YZAmso9LR1FT3392hH1snkVHmlaJ2uxEST8ASJyL087O8chG4ppcjPHg8dvCyQ1McDyQBU20AnRMGNDNn9unTvUDhNHLlqC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=844o6hkab.0.d7q4c4jab.ynbpsxjab.3937&ts=S0784&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fbrandondutcher
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=844o6hkab.0.n6vgeyjab.ynbpsxjab.3937&ts=S0784&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Focpathink
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=844o6hkab.0.o6vgeyjab.ynbpsxjab.3937&ts=S0784&p=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2F%23%2521%2FOCPAThink
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=844o6hkab.0.p6vgeyjab.ynbpsxjab.3937&ts=S0784&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Focpathink%3Ffeature%3Dmhee
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=844o6hkab.0.mrotcikab.ynbpsxjab.3937&ts=S0784&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ocpathink.org%2Fdonations%2Fnew%3Futm_source%3DFreedom%2BFlash%253A%2BTime%2Bfor%2BOklahoma%2Bto%2B%2527walk%2Bthe%2Bwalk%2527%26utm_campaign%3DFreedom%2BFlash%253A%2BOCPA%2Bhigher-education%2Bideas%2Bhaving%2Ban%2Bimpact%26utm_medium%3Demail
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=ynbpsxjab&m=1109966423480&ea=wendy.gregory%40gov.ok.gov&a=1110514827259
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERCSlEmNVrCO&t=001RpU2YQT6gN79mNPAzrF-xA%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_OFR_001
mailto:dacia@ocpathink.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERCSlEmNVrCO&t=001RpU2YQT6gN79mNPAzrF-xA%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERCSlEmNVrCO&t=001RpU2YQT6gN79mNPAzrF-xA%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp


From: Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Freedom Flash: The final frontier for freedom
Date: Wednesday, August 01, 2012 4:42:16 PM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

OCPA's daily e-mail newsletter delivering policy perspectives each weekday.

Oklahoma: The final frontier for freedom

by James Hall

family

The Washington Post highlighted Oklahoma in an article about public

disdain toward the Obamacare individual mandate, referring to Oklahoma

as the Wild West, where contempt for strong centralized government is

most evident. The article cited Oklahoma's car insurance rate as evidence

that the state cannot get Oklahomans to comply with mandates. (On an

interesting side note, the article went on to point out that a significant portion

of that number comes from Oklahoma's high illegal immigrant population,

begging the question of what the federal government should actually be

doing in the first place.)

The Post visited Cattleman's Steakhouse, where they interviewed local

patrons and got a real sense of Oklahoma's opinion on the idea of the

federal government forcing us to buy health insurance. 

Click to read more. 
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Obamacare at every turn
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Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the
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 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

The days of 'blanket support' are over

By Brandon Dutcher

"As the winds of austerity sweep through the country, winter is coming for

academia," Walter Russell Mead recently wrote ('Academia's Day of

Reckoning Draws Nearer'). "Taxpayers and their representatives can no

longer afford to supply blanket support to every academic venture, field,

and practitioner."

 

Hats off to University of Oklahoma president David Boren for at least

asking the question: "Do we need all the course offerings we have?"  

 

I would suggest the answer is no.

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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The days of 'blanket support' are over

By Brandon Dutcher

"As the winds of austerity sweep through the country, winter is coming for

academia," Walter Russell Mead recently wrote ('Academia's Day of

Reckoning Draws Nearer'). "Taxpayers and their representatives can no

longer afford to supply blanket support to every academic venture, field,

and practitioner."

 

Hats off to University of Oklahoma president David Boren for at least

asking the question: "Do we need all the course offerings we have?"  

 

I would suggest the answer is no.

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

The days of 'blanket support' are over

By Brandon Dutcher

"As the winds of austerity sweep through the country, winter is coming for

academia," Walter Russell Mead recently wrote ('Academia's Day of

Reckoning Draws Nearer'). "Taxpayers and their representatives can no

longer afford to supply blanket support to every academic venture, field,

and practitioner."

 

Hats off to University of Oklahoma president David Boren for at least

asking the question: "Do we need all the course offerings we have?"  

 

I would suggest the answer is no.

 

Click to read more  on our blog.
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Ten steps for improving the state budget process

By Jonathan Small

wallet

Since the 2011 legislative session, the number of those calling for

improvement to the state budget process has grown.

The problems with the budget process are not new and existed before

current lawmakers. Recent legislative reforms and the potential for further

reforms are a result of leadership by current lawmakers. We are grateful to

see current leaders are willing to take on these very difficult problems that

have been ignored in years past.

 

Click to read 10 steps for improving the state budget process.
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Ten steps for improving the state budget process

By Jonathan Small

wallet

Since the 2011 legislative session, the number of those calling for

improvement to the state budget process has grown.

The problems with the budget process are not new and existed before

current lawmakers. Recent legislative reforms and the potential for further

reforms are a result of leadership by current lawmakers. We are grateful to

see current leaders are willing to take on these very difficult problems that

have been ignored in years past.

 

Click to read 10 steps for improving the state budget process.
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Ten steps for improving the state budget process

By Jonathan Small

wallet

Since the 2011 legislative session, the number of those calling for

improvement to the state budget process has grown.

The problems with the budget process are not new and existed before

current lawmakers. Recent legislative reforms and the potential for further

reforms are a result of leadership by current lawmakers. We are grateful to

see current leaders are willing to take on these very difficult problems that

have been ignored in years past.

 

Click to read 10 steps for improving the state budget process.
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State tax collections continue to climb

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

General Revenue Fund collections in October grew at double the rate of

the previous month -- and exceeded the official estimate by nearly 10

percent, according to a press release from the Oklahoma Office of State

Finance.

 

Individual income tax receipts -- at $186 million -- were 7.6 percent higher

than they were in October 2011, and sales tax receipts -- at $153.5 million

-- were 4.4 percent higher than they were at this time last year.

 

The numbers this month -- while impressive -- are actually nothing new;

they simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction

in the income tax rate took effect in early 2011.

 

As OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has pointed out, a

reduction in tax rates followed by growth in revenues teaches us

something useful and, well, obvious: A reduction in tax rates can actually

lead to growth in revenues.

 

Still, that's not the reason we at OCPA advocate the gradual elimination of

the state income tax.

Click to read more on our blog.
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State tax collections continue to climb

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

General Revenue Fund collections in October grew at double the rate of

the previous month -- and exceeded the official estimate by nearly 10

percent, according to a press release from the Oklahoma Office of State

Finance.

 

Individual income tax receipts -- at $186 million -- were 7.6 percent higher

than they were in October 2011, and sales tax receipts -- at $153.5 million

-- were 4.4 percent higher than they were at this time last year.

 

The numbers this month -- while impressive -- are actually nothing new;

they simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction

in the income tax rate took effect in early 2011.

 

As OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has pointed out, a

reduction in tax rates followed by growth in revenues teaches us

something useful and, well, obvious: A reduction in tax rates can actually

lead to growth in revenues.

 

Still, that's not the reason we at OCPA advocate the gradual elimination of

the state income tax.

Click to read more on our blog.
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State tax collections continue to climb

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

General Revenue Fund collections in October grew at double the rate of

the previous month -- and exceeded the official estimate by nearly 10

percent, according to a press release from the Oklahoma Office of State

Finance.

 

Individual income tax receipts -- at $186 million -- were 7.6 percent higher

than they were in October 2011, and sales tax receipts -- at $153.5 million

-- were 4.4 percent higher than they were at this time last year.

 

The numbers this month -- while impressive -- are actually nothing new;

they simply continue a trend that essentially began when a small reduction

in the income tax rate took effect in early 2011.

 

As OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has pointed out, a

reduction in tax rates followed by growth in revenues teaches us

something useful and, well, obvious: A reduction in tax rates can actually

lead to growth in revenues.

 

Still, that's not the reason we at OCPA advocate the gradual elimination of

the state income tax.

Click to read more on our blog.
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OCPA's daily e-mail newsletter delivering policy perspectives each weekday.

President's health care law highlights 'a conflict of visions'

by Brandon Dutcher

Obama Reagan Large

James Pethokoukis of the American Enterprise Institute says that with its

decision last week on the president's health care law, the U.S. Supreme

Court has just turned the 2012 election into "a conflict of visions" -- market

capitalism versus Obamanomics.   

Indeed, the reactions to last week's decision were fairly predictable. Those

on the left had good things to say about the decision and/or the law. Those

on the right, not so much.

 

From the left, praise came from the likes of the National Education

Association, the Service Employees International Union and several other

labor unions, the Economic Policy Institute, the Center for American

Progress, Planned Parenthood, Michael Moore, the Oklahoma Policy

Institute, the National Abortion Rights Action League, the Human Rights
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Campaign (which advocates for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

rights), the National Organization for Women, People for the American Way,

the Tulsa World, The Nation, People's World, the American Civil Liberties

Union, the American Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO), state Sen. Al

McAffrey, state Sen. Tom Adelson, state Rep. Mike Brown, several

members of the Religious Left, and Oklahoma Democratic Party chairman

Wallace Collins. Even President Obama himself took time to celebrate

(albeit in a manner unbecoming of the President of the United States; don't

let your children click here).

 

From the right, criticism came from the likes of The Heritage Foundation,

the Cato Institute, the Family Research Council, the Oklahoma Council of

Public Affairs, National Review, The Weekly Standard, The Wall Street
Journal, Sen. Tom Coburn, Sen. Jim Inhofe, Oklahoma Attorney General

Scott Pruitt, state Rep. Mike Ritze, the Ethics and Religious Liberty

Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, Americans for Tax

Reform, the National Right to Life Committee, the American Legislative

Exchange Council (ALEC), Americans for Prosperity, Concerned Women

for America, the National Taxpayers Union, various Tea Party

organizations, and Oklahoma Republican Party chairman Matt Pinnell.

 

As this conflict of visions unfolds, what should state policymakers do?

Opinions differ, but The Washington Free Beacon reports that Louisiana

Gov. Bobby Jindal "will not implement any part of the controversial

healthcare law, including state insurance pools and Medicaid expansion.

'We've refused to set up the insurance exchanges, and we're not going to

start implementing Obamacare [now],' he said."

 

For his part, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker said bluntly: "Wisconsin will not

take any action to implement ObamaCare." Neither will Florida, according to

Gov. Rick Scott.   

 

Sen. Tom Coburn and other members of Congress are urging governors to

oppose implementation of the law. "We encourage you to oppose any

creation of a state health care exchange mandated under the President's

health care law," they wrote. "These expensive, complex, and intrusive

exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of our already fragile

state economies."  

 

"States have no requirement to implement any remaining parts of the

federal health care law, including exchanges," adds John Nothdurft, director

of government relations at The Heartland Institute.

 

As state lawmakers consider what to do next, they should consider

what moving forward with implementation could mean to their state

budgets.   

 

According to the Congressional Budget Office, the Medicaid expansion,
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if implemented in whole, was set to add 16 million new people to state

Medicaid programs. The Supreme Court's ruling allows states to decide

for themselves whether they can afford to add millions of people to their

already financially strained Medicaid programs. As the minority opinion

explains, "acceptance of the offer will impose very substantial costs on

participating States."  

 

It also brings up the question as to whether states should move forward

on implementing health insurance exchanges. As a Heartland Policy Tip

Sheet explains, "Financial assistance from the federal government will

end by 2014, forcing states to try and find ways to compensate,

increasing state spending."  

 

States should resist implementing these costly provisions and focus

their efforts on restructuring their Medicaid programs with consumer-

driven health care reforms that make it easier and more affordable for

people to get quality health insurance. 

 

Make no mistake, the president's health care law -- which Pethokoukis

rightly says is "the purest synthesis of all the various experimental facets of

Obamanomics" -- is at the center of this conflict of visions. "State capitalism

and top-down planning or market capitalism and bottom-up innovation. The

Supreme Court has defined the choice."

 
Brandon Dutcher can be reached at twitter.com/brandondutcher or  facebook.com/brandondutcher.
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President's health care law highlights 'a conflict of visions'

by Brandon Dutcher

Obama Reagan Large

James Pethokoukis of the American Enterprise Institute says that with its

decision last week on the president's health care law, the U.S. Supreme

Court has just turned the 2012 election into "a conflict of visions" -- market

capitalism versus Obamanomics.   

Indeed, the reactions to last week's decision were fairly predictable. Those

on the left had good things to say about the decision and/or the law. Those

on the right, not so much.

 

From the left, praise came from the likes of the National Education

Association, the Service Employees International Union and several other

labor unions, the Economic Policy Institute, the Center for American

Progress, Planned Parenthood, Michael Moore, the Oklahoma Policy

Institute, the National Abortion Rights Action League, the Human Rights
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Campaign (which advocates for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

rights), the National Organization for Women, People for the American Way,

the Tulsa World, The Nation, People's World, the American Civil Liberties

Union, the American Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO), state Sen. Al

McAffrey, state Sen. Tom Adelson, state Rep. Mike Brown, several

members of the Religious Left, and Oklahoma Democratic Party chairman

Wallace Collins. Even President Obama himself took time to celebrate

(albeit in a manner unbecoming of the President of the United States; don't

let your children click here).

 

From the right, criticism came from the likes of The Heritage Foundation,

the Cato Institute, the Family Research Council, the Oklahoma Council of

Public Affairs, National Review, The Weekly Standard, The Wall Street
Journal, Sen. Tom Coburn, Sen. Jim Inhofe, Oklahoma Attorney General

Scott Pruitt, state Rep. Mike Ritze, the Ethics and Religious Liberty

Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, Americans for Tax

Reform, the National Right to Life Committee, the American Legislative

Exchange Council (ALEC), Americans for Prosperity, Concerned Women

for America, the National Taxpayers Union, various Tea Party

organizations, and Oklahoma Republican Party chairman Matt Pinnell.

 

As this conflict of visions unfolds, what should state policymakers do?

Opinions differ, but The Washington Free Beacon reports that Louisiana

Gov. Bobby Jindal "will not implement any part of the controversial

healthcare law, including state insurance pools and Medicaid expansion.

'We've refused to set up the insurance exchanges, and we're not going to

start implementing Obamacare [now],' he said."

 

For his part, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker said bluntly: "Wisconsin will not

take any action to implement ObamaCare." Neither will Florida, according to

Gov. Rick Scott.   

 

Sen. Tom Coburn and other members of Congress are urging governors to

oppose implementation of the law. "We encourage you to oppose any

creation of a state health care exchange mandated under the President's

health care law," they wrote. "These expensive, complex, and intrusive

exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of our already fragile

state economies."  

 

"States have no requirement to implement any remaining parts of the

federal health care law, including exchanges," adds John Nothdurft, director

of government relations at The Heartland Institute.

 

As state lawmakers consider what to do next, they should consider

what moving forward with implementation could mean to their state

budgets.   

 

According to the Congressional Budget Office, the Medicaid expansion,
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if implemented in whole, was set to add 16 million new people to state

Medicaid programs. The Supreme Court's ruling allows states to decide

for themselves whether they can afford to add millions of people to their

already financially strained Medicaid programs. As the minority opinion

explains, "acceptance of the offer will impose very substantial costs on

participating States."  

 

It also brings up the question as to whether states should move forward

on implementing health insurance exchanges. As a Heartland Policy Tip

Sheet explains, "Financial assistance from the federal government will

end by 2014, forcing states to try and find ways to compensate,

increasing state spending."  

 

States should resist implementing these costly provisions and focus

their efforts on restructuring their Medicaid programs with consumer-

driven health care reforms that make it easier and more affordable for

people to get quality health insurance. 

 

Make no mistake, the president's health care law -- which Pethokoukis

rightly says is "the purest synthesis of all the various experimental facets of

Obamanomics" -- is at the center of this conflict of visions. "State capitalism

and top-down planning or market capitalism and bottom-up innovation. The

Supreme Court has defined the choice."

 
Brandon Dutcher can be reached at twitter.com/brandondutcher or  facebook.com/brandondutcher.
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OCPA's daily e-mail newsletter delivering policy perspectives each weekday.

 
OPI report on Medicaid growth projections under Obamacare less than

enlightening
 
by Jason Sutton, J.D.

 
On Wednesday, the liberal Oklahoma Policy Institute (OPI) released a report
challenging the findings of a May 2011 OCPA study that projects growth in
the state’s share of Medicaid expenditures under Obamacare. Earlier this year,
OCPA collaborated with Cato Institute senior economist Jagadeesh Gokhale,
Ph.D., to undertake a comprehensive, ground-up study of the likely impact
that the expansion of Medicaid under Obamacare will have on Oklahoma’s
budget.

While I certainly appreciate and welcome OPI’s willingness to venture into this
important conversation, their report is nothing more than reprint of absurd
cost estimates by the Oklahoma Health Care Authority and the Congressional
Budget Office and a summary of various studies by left-leaning organizations
– the Kaiser Family Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the
ultra-liberal Urban Institute. 

By contrast, OCPA and Cato did not pull from any other studies; instead,
Gokhale started from scratch, looking at all the relevant factors that lead to
Medicaid expenditure growth, analyzing data from apolitical databases (the
U.S. Census Bureau, the Medicaid Statistical Information System State
Datamart, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
etc.) and projecting historical growth trends into the future. 

The OPI report claims that OCPA’s projections – and remember, these are
only projections – are based on “mistaken assumptions and methodologies.” I
would start by countering that Mr. Gokhale is a Ph.D. scholar, a member of
the Social Security Advisory Board and one of the most highly regarded
research economists in the nation. In short, the man and his abilities are bona
fide. That doesn’t mean his assumptions and methodologies couldn’t be
mistaken, but as we’ll show below, they’re not.
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OPI’s criticisms of our study warrant a response. Below, Gokhale offers a
point-by-point response to the OPI report (quotes from the OPI report are in
italics, while Gokhale’s responses are in bold).

“A May 2011 report released by the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs (OCPA)
and co-authored by Jagadeesh Gokhale and Angela Erickson of the Cato
Institute departs wildly from these national and state-specific studies in
contending that the Affordable Care Act will impose enormous new spending
obligations on the state budget. The OCPA/Cato study concludes that
“implementation of [the ACA] would increase Oklahoma's Medicaid spending
by $11.4 billion during the law's first ten years (2014-2023), which would
represent a 35 percent increase over estimated Medicaid spending” in the
absence of the law. As a result, they contend that total state Medicaid
expenditures in the first decade under the law would exceed $40 billion,
which would clearly place huge and unmanageable strains on the state
budget.”

“The OCPA/Cato Institute's cost estimates cover a longer time period – from
2014 to 2023 – than do either the CBO and Holahan-Heady studies (2014-
2019) or the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (2014-2020).”

Correct. We are interested in the full decade's cost, beginning from
program inception.

“The additional three or four years covered by OCPA/Cato includes a period
where the federal share of costs for newly-eligible Medicaid enrollees de-
clines to 90 percent. Still, even accounting for the inclusion of the additional
years at a slightly higher state share, their conclusion that state Medicaid
costs will rise by $11 billion and 35 percent due to the ACA is far out of line
with the other studies that all project additional state costs of less than $1
billion and an increase of no more than 6 percent (under the Holahan-Heady
“enhanced outreach scenario”).”

Based on my responses below, who is "out of line" is debatable. 

“Despite the inclusion of a two-page methodological appendix, one cannot
determine exactly how the OCPA/Cato Institute study arrives at its estimates
based on the information in its report.”

I have authored other studies (methodology index begins on page
34) where the methodology used in the OCPA study is more
detailed and illustrated with charts on historical trends that the
OCPA study extrapolates. Indeed, the studies done by the Urban
Institute, CBO and others base participation and cost estimates not
on long-term historical trends (the correct approach), but on single
year (2007) estimates. It is inappropriate to make projections on a
limited subset of data, which by construction does not average
across years of high and low participation and cost growth.

“Participation Assumptions: The OCPA/Cato report assumes an additional
321,000 Medicaid recipients in 2014, which is in between the number of new
Medicaid recipients assumed by Holahan-Heady (357,000 under the standard
participation scenario and 470,000 under enhanced outreach) and by OHCA
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(137,000 standard, 180,000 enhanced). The significant difference is that
OCPA/Cato assumes that a very high proportion of those who will sign up for
Medicaid will be “old eligibles, who will be reimbursed at the regular federal
match rate (approx. 65 percent) rather than the enhanced rate (90 to 100
percent). OCPA/Cato projects that by 2014, there will be 104,000 “old
eligibles enrolled in Medicaid, rising to 142,000 by 2023. By 2023, “old
eligibles” will constitute 40 percent of their total increased Medicaid
population of 359,000.”

Our estimates are based on the Current Population Survey data for
Oklahoma, derived by applying current Medicaid eligibility rules by
detailed demographic and eligibility categories. In contrast, the
studies by the Urban Institute and others base their projections on
behavioral "simulations," of which the methodology is sparsely
described. Furthermore, these simulations were developed in 2009,
well before Obamacare was enacted, and were validated only for
2007 – these simulations did not account for trends in eligibility,
enrollments, benefit recipiency, etc. during the past decade which is
important because estimating spending growth from a level
difference versus a trend difference (with and without Obamacare)
would produce very different estimates. That is, matching some
features from a given historical year does not imply that the rates of
change incorporated in the model’s equations would produce
projections consistent with observed past trends. 

From the language of these studies, the researchers looked at the
“new equilibrium,” not the transition process, which must occur on
the path to “equilibrium.”  That can lead to various problems – the
new equilibrium may not be achieved for a long time and the
transitional process may involve high costs. This approach seems
inappropriate.  

In a simulation model (unlike a strictly data-based projection
model, such as the OCPA study) ancillary behavioral specifications
could affect the outcomes; without understanding how the model is
constructed in detail, it’s difficult to say how that “black box”
simulation works. Finally, although they build in reactions to things
such as non-compliance penalties for individuals and employers to
the individual mandate, it’s not clear how those reactions are
calibrated. There’s no information in the past that would provide a
means to implement it. 

Indeed, there are several other questionable assumptions made in
the Urban/simulation model (compromised because of data
constraints, limited information about the type of health insurance
plans and their features such as premiums, cost sharing. etc.) – far
too many to have a reasonable degree of confidence on the
simulation model’s operation. 

“Their paper states: Oklahoma's Medicaid spending will surge because the
federal government will provide only the state’s regular match rate for those
who were Medicaid eligible but not enrolled under pre-PPACA laws, also
known as the “old eligibles”. 
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“But given that Oklahoma's Medicaid program currently covers only adults
who are parents of dependent children with incomes below 37 percent of the
federal poverty level, how many “old eligibles are there in the state who are
not en-rolled? According to OHCA, there are only 61,000 uninsured
individuals who are currently eligible but un-enrolled in Medicaid – 44,000
children and 17,000 adults. This total “old eligibles” population is less than
half of the 142,000 “old eligibles on which OCPA/Cato bases its projections.
The surge in enrollment among the “old eligibles” assumed by OCPA/Cato
goes well beyond any “woodwork effect” due to enhanced outreach efforts
and the individual mandate that all other studies take into account in
calculating state costs, and appears to be more of a pure “thin air” effect.”

Again, our estimates of current enrollees by detailed eligibility
categories are taken from the Medicaid Statistical Information
System State Datamart (MSIS), a non-partisan administrative
database. The estimates of non-enrolled “old eligible” is based on
the Current Population Survey data for Oklahoma. These data are
weighted to provide a representative sample of the state's
population, with weights provided by the U.S. Census Bureau. In
short, the figure of 61,000 uninsured individuals who are currently
eligible for Medicaid but un-enrolled is inaccurate.

“Expenditure Assumptions – The OCPA/Cato brief provides very limited data
to explain how it calculates Medicaid costs under the ACA. However, it starts
by asserting: Currently, 23 percent of the Oklahoma population is en-rolled in
Medicaid (828,000 enrollees) at an average cost of $4,195 per person. A non-
disabled adult on Medicaid in Oklahoma costs nearly $4,500 annually. Both
the population figure of 828,000 and the per person costs of $4,500 are
overstated. Currently as of August 2011, there are just over 733,000 total
enrollees in Medicaid; for the last complete fiscal year, OHCA reported an
average of 707,453 members enrolled each month. The OCPA-Cato number
thus overstates enrollment by some 13 to 17 per-cent, which affects their
projections of the program's cost from 2014 to 2023.” 

Again, a critique based on a single year's data point is simply not
valid. Our projections are extrapolations of historical trends – the
only sensible way to make estimates of future enrollments and
benefit receipt. Our enrollments are based on CPS data, which is a
representative sample of the Oklahoma population. It's debatable
whether our enrollment estimate is an overstatement or the other
studies understate their enrollment estimates. The same remarks
apply to cost estimates.  

The authors of the critique claim that we base our per person costs
on the average for non-disabled adults. That's incorrect. A careful
reading of the methodology we provide would clarify that the total
cost estimates are based on aggregating the product of benefit
recipients and average costs, both estimated separately for each
eligibility category and separately for each demographic group – by
age and gender. 

“Even more significantly, their average annual cost for a nondisabled adult –
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the population that will account for the great bulk of the growth in Medicaid
enrollment under the ACA – is fundamentally flawed. It appears from the
report that their baseline average cost of nearly $4,500 per adult recipient
reflects the average cost per enrollee who receives Medicaid-paid health
services rather than the average cost of all enrollees in the program, including
the significant percentage of enrollees who receive no services.”

This claim is incorrect. It's true that our tables show "new enrollees
from among “old eligibles" resulting from Obamacare. But the
average cost per benefit recipient (not per enrollee) – by detailed
demographic and eligibility category – is applied to our estimate of
new beneficiaries (not enrollees) who would qualify under pre-
Obamacare eligibility rules. In fact, not all new enrollees from "old-
eligibles" are assumed to be beneficiaries. Based on estimates from
our data sources on alternative insurance coverage, we estimate
and exclude from our new enrollment estimates of those individuals
who would not receive Medicaid benefits because they are healthy
or would obtain benefits from alternative (employer
sponsored/private) insurance sources. 

“The average cost of all Medicaid enrollees, including those who are enrolled
but do not receive services in a given year, is much lower: for FY 2007, the
average cost per adult enrollee was $2,716, or 40 percent less than the
OCPA-Cato figure, according to the Kaiser Com-mission on Medicaid and the
Uninsured. However, it appears that OCPA-Cato carries forward their
substantially higher per-care-recipient cost across the entire population of
enrollees in projecting Medicaid expenditures from 2014-2023. This
substantially inflates their projections of the total cost of Medicaid expansion.”

Again, current average costs are not appropriate to apply to cost
estimates for 2014-23. Those must be adjusted for expected health
care cost growth – again, extrapolating from historical trends rather
than basing projections on a single year's cost estimate.

“It is worth noting that the average adult cost for current recipients in both
the OCPA/Cato and Kaiser Commission data are based on a population
composed largely of pregnant women, who will have relatively high per
person expenditures than other adults. A good case can be made that the
expansion population will be less expensive than the cur-rent population
because it will include a large number of young and healthy adults.”

Our cost estimates are, again, distinguished by eligibility groups. 

“In its calculations, OHCA projects the annual per person costs of those newly
enrolled in Medicaid at $2,529 in FY 2014, rising to $2,916 by FY 2010. This is
also some 40 percent less than OCPA/Cato’s base-line figure of $4,500 per
person in 2009.”

See above.

“Compounded together, the faulty assumptions in the OCPA-Cato Institute
report that exaggerate the share of new Medicaid recipients who are “old
eligible,” the number of current Medicaid recipients, and the expenditure per
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recipient produce highly inflated estimates of the future cost of the Medicaid
budget.”

“Finally, we should note that the OCPA/Cato Institute report looks only at
state Medicaid costs and fails to consider any anticipated savings or offsetting
revenue associated with implementation of the ACA. However, several studies
at both the national and state levels that have considered a broader range of
cost, savings, and revenue factors associated with the law have concluded
that the cost of the health care law will be less for states and could even yield
net savings. A July 2011 report from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
(RWJF) states that, “State governments will collectively save between $92
billion and $129 billion from 2014 to 2019 because of provisions in the
Affordable Care Act that are designed to reduce the uninsured population and
provide federal funding for functions that, in the past, have been financed by
states and localities.”” 

Our estimates subtract hospital cost savings form extending
coverage to the uninsured. It is not appropriate to say that "state
costs" would be low because of "revenues factors." Those revenues
would pay for increased costs of providing for new beneficiaries and
would reduce state budget deficits. But the costs would,
nevertheless, be higher.  Our study was about estimating new costs
from the introduction of Obamacare.

In summary:

1. The studies cited by the Oklahoma Policy Institute provide very
sparse methodological detail to have any confidence in their
estimates. 

2. When it's available, the methodology from these studies appears
to be based on ad-hoc assumptions within a “black-box” simulation
model. In contrast, OCPA’s study takes a much simpler approach, is
completely data based, and makes projections based on longer-term
historical trends in eligibility, enrollments, benefit receipt, and
average benefits distinguished by detailed demographic and
eligibility categories. They are not based on single-year averages of
these variables. 

3. A claim that our study is "wildly out of line" is simply not
credible. Administrative records and micro-survey historical data in
our report are based on representative samples of the state's
population. OCPA and Cato would counter with the opposite claim:
other studies, particularly those simulation model studies such as
done by the Urban Institute – wildly under-represent the likely
costs of Medicaid expansion under Obamacare for Oklahoma.
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On Obamacare, it's time for Oklahoma's political leaders to

'go Churchill or go home'

By Brandon Dutcher

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is leading the charge to protect

Oklahomans from an overweening federal government. Now it is crucial for

the state's other political leaders to stand with him -- not to undermine his

efforts and hurt his chances in federal court.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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On Obamacare, it's time for Oklahoma's political leaders to

'go Churchill or go home'

By Brandon Dutcher

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt is leading the charge to protect

Oklahomans from an overweening federal government. Now it is crucial for

the state's other political leaders to stand with him -- not to undermine his

efforts and hurt his chances in federal court.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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Obamacare support at all-time low
 
by Jason Sutton, J.D.

A recent survey by the left-leaning Kaiser Foundation showed support for

Obamacare at an all-time low. Hadley Heath at the Independent Women’s

Forum offers some thoughts on why opposition grows stronger with each new

survey, while the Heritage Foundation notes that “the law’s declining popularity

is rooted in decreased Democrat support:

“While Democrats continue to be substantially more supportive of the law than

independents or Republicans, the change in favorability this month was driven

by waning enthusiasm for the law among Democrats, among whom the share

with a favorable view dropped from nearly two-thirds in September to just over

half (52%) in October.” 

For more information, check out this handy poll tracker at Real Clear Politics,

which shows how opposition to the law has steadily increased in the 19

months since the healthcare bill was passed and signed into law in March

2010.
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Obamacare Medicaid expansion: A clash of visions

By Brandon Dutcher

Late last month we were reminded once again that Obamacare indeed

represents a clash of visions. Conservative U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, a

physician who has treated Medicaid patients, wrote to Gov. Mary Fallin

urging her to reject the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. A few days later,

state Sen. Jim Wilson, one of the most liberal members of the Oklahoma

Senate, wrote to Gov. Fallin urging her to embrace the Obamacare

Medicaid expansion.  

 

Now what complicates matters slightly is that, as University of

Pennsylvania political scientist John J. DiIulio, Jr. has pointed out, "big

government" now encompasses more than just government.

Click to read more  on our blog.   
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Obamacare Medicaid expansion: A clash of visions

By Brandon Dutcher

Late last month we were reminded once again that Obamacare indeed

represents a clash of visions. Conservative U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, a

physician who has treated Medicaid patients, wrote to Gov. Mary Fallin

urging her to reject the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. A few days later,

state Sen. Jim Wilson, one of the most liberal members of the Oklahoma

Senate, wrote to Gov. Fallin urging her to embrace the Obamacare

Medicaid expansion.  

 

Now what complicates matters slightly is that, as University of

Pennsylvania political scientist John J. DiIulio, Jr. has pointed out, "big

government" now encompasses more than just government.

Click to read more  on our blog.   
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Obamacare Medicaid expansion: A clash of visions

By Brandon Dutcher

Late last month we were reminded once again that Obamacare indeed

represents a clash of visions. Conservative U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, a

physician who has treated Medicaid patients, wrote to Gov. Mary Fallin

urging her to reject the Obamacare Medicaid expansion. A few days later,

state Sen. Jim Wilson, one of the most liberal members of the Oklahoma

Senate, wrote to Gov. Fallin urging her to embrace the Obamacare

Medicaid expansion.  

 

Now what complicates matters slightly is that, as University of

Pennsylvania political scientist John J. DiIulio, Jr. has pointed out, "big

government" now encompasses more than just government.

Click to read more  on our blog.   
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If you can read this, thank a roughneck

By Brian Bush

I sat there and took it all in, eating one of the best burgers I have ever

tasted (thank you, Bricktown Burgers!), great country music playing on the

radio and a man a few tables over reading his Bible while waiting for his

order. Behind me, two gentlemen prayed over their meals before they

began eating. Friends, THIS is Oklahoma. We still smile when we pass

each other on the sidewalk, and we still wave when we drive past each

other on the roads -- regardless of whether we know each other.  

 

As good as the burger was, it was a far cry (and about 50 floors) from

where I ate lunch the day before -- high atop the Devon Tower, the house

that free enterprise built. It was an amazing two-day stretch last week that

started with an energy and environmental policy discussion event at the

Devon tower and continued the next day with tours of a drilling rig and a

hydraulic fracturing location. We were welcomed with open arms as we

climbed all over the drilling rig and saw up close the process used to

fracture shale formations thousands of feet below the surface. Friends,

THIS, too, is Oklahoma.  

 

We know energy.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

If you can read this, thank a roughneck

By Brian Bush

I sat there and took it all in, eating one of the best burgers I have ever

tasted (thank you, Bricktown Burgers!), great country music playing on the

radio and a man a few tables over reading his Bible while waiting for his

order. Behind me, two gentlemen prayed over their meals before they

began eating. Friends, THIS is Oklahoma. We still smile when we pass

each other on the sidewalk, and we still wave when we drive past each

other on the roads -- regardless of whether we know each other.  

 

As good as the burger was, it was a far cry (and about 50 floors) from

where I ate lunch the day before -- high atop the Devon Tower, the house

that free enterprise built. It was an amazing two-day stretch last week that

started with an energy and environmental policy discussion event at the

Devon tower and continued the next day with tours of a drilling rig and a

hydraulic fracturing location. We were welcomed with open arms as we

climbed all over the drilling rig and saw up close the process used to

fracture shale formations thousands of feet below the surface. Friends,

THIS, too, is Oklahoma.  

 

We know energy.
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

If you can read this, thank a roughneck

By Brian Bush

I sat there and took it all in, eating one of the best burgers I have ever

tasted (thank you, Bricktown Burgers!), great country music playing on the

radio and a man a few tables over reading his Bible while waiting for his

order. Behind me, two gentlemen prayed over their meals before they

began eating. Friends, THIS is Oklahoma. We still smile when we pass

each other on the sidewalk, and we still wave when we drive past each

other on the roads -- regardless of whether we know each other.  

 

As good as the burger was, it was a far cry (and about 50 floors) from

where I ate lunch the day before -- high atop the Devon Tower, the house

that free enterprise built. It was an amazing two-day stretch last week that

started with an energy and environmental policy discussion event at the

Devon tower and continued the next day with tours of a drilling rig and a

hydraulic fracturing location. We were welcomed with open arms as we

climbed all over the drilling rig and saw up close the process used to

fracture shale formations thousands of feet below the surface. Friends,

THIS, too, is Oklahoma.  

 

We know energy.
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From: Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Freedom Flash: Continue to fight Obamacare at every turn
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:13:30 AM

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

We're blogging:
From the president's desk:

Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the

state budget process

 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Heritage, Cato, OCPA analysts: Continue to fight Obamacare

at every turn

By Brandon Dutcher

Nina Owcharenko

OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has long argued against

expanding Medicaid as provided for under Obamacare. I commend to your

attention his excellent new article in the Oklahoma Gazette ("Medicaid

expansion is the new SQ 744") in which he explains why common

education, higher education and various other tax consumers in Oklahoma

should wake up to the dangers posed by Medicaid expansion.

 

Now you may ask: Given President Barack Obama's reelection, what's the

point of resisting Obamacare now? After all, conventional wisdom says the

law will now stay on course. But Heritage Foundation analyst Nina

Owcharenko says this is "another example of the left's wishful thinking."

Owcharenko (pictured here at OCPA) gives several reasons that

"Obamacare is not here to stay."

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

We're blogging:
From the president's desk:

Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the

state budget process

 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Heritage, Cato, OCPA analysts: Continue to fight Obamacare

at every turn

By Brandon Dutcher

Nina Owcharenko

OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has long argued against

expanding Medicaid as provided for under Obamacare. I commend to your

attention his excellent new article in the Oklahoma Gazette ("Medicaid

expansion is the new SQ 744") in which he explains why common

education, higher education and various other tax consumers in Oklahoma

should wake up to the dangers posed by Medicaid expansion.

 

Now you may ask: Given President Barack Obama's reelection, what's the

point of resisting Obamacare now? After all, conventional wisdom says the

law will now stay on course. But Heritage Foundation analyst Nina

Owcharenko says this is "another example of the left's wishful thinking."

Owcharenko (pictured here at OCPA) gives several reasons that

"Obamacare is not here to stay."

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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We're blogging:
 Obamacare's cost-shifting

doesn't do taxpayers any

favors

An idea for controlling

Oklahoma government

spending

 Oklahoma policymakers

learning how to expand the

reach of government

Other energy producers

learn from the fracking

creativity of oil  and gas

companies

Festival-goers revel at

taxpayers' expense

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Christmas comes early for concerned taxpayers

By Jonathan Small, CPA 

Concerned taxpayers no doubt will be pleased to hear that Executive

Director Deby Snodgrass and the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation

Department are once again using taxpayer dollars wisely.  

 

Director Snodgrass and the OTRD have taken seriously their oaths, and

are ensuring that they do everything possible to focus taxpayer funds on

the core areas of government and the OTRD's core mission.  We are

proud to see the administration following Gov. Fallin's lead on

modernization, streamlining and focusing on core government services.

In the latest efforts of the OTRD to use taxpayer dollars wisely, just as

happened before, the former recipients of non-core activities are once

again wrongly criticizing the OTRD.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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We're blogging:
 Obamacare's cost-shifting

doesn't do taxpayers any

favors

An idea for controlling

Oklahoma government

spending

 Oklahoma policymakers

learning how to expand the

reach of government

Other energy producers

learn from the fracking

creativity of oil  and gas

companies

Festival-goers revel at

taxpayers' expense

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Christmas comes early for concerned taxpayers

By Jonathan Small, CPA 

Concerned taxpayers no doubt will be pleased to hear that Executive

Director Deby Snodgrass and the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation

Department are once again using taxpayer dollars wisely.  

 

Director Snodgrass and the OTRD have taken seriously their oaths, and

are ensuring that they do everything possible to focus taxpayer funds on

the core areas of government and the OTRD's core mission.  We are

proud to see the administration following Gov. Fallin's lead on

modernization, streamlining and focusing on core government services.

In the latest efforts of the OTRD to use taxpayer dollars wisely, just as

happened before, the former recipients of non-core activities are once

again wrongly criticizing the OTRD.

 

Click to read more on our blog.
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Americans, Oklahomans defending religious freedom

by James Hall
Money and Flag

A renewed appreciation for religious freedom is spreading across the

country in the form of a movement called the "Fortnight for Freedom." It is

not aimed at advancing any particular denomination, but instead defends

religious freedom for all Americans. The "Fortnight for Freedom" is a

grassroots opportunity for Americans to celebrate and defend our First

Amendment and its most important component, religious liberty.

 

Our Founders recognized that one of the unalienable rights bestowed upon

us by our Creator is religious liberty. One might argue the Founders

believed religious liberty is our most important right since they chose to

recognize it in the first clause of the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights. It

is clear today that religious freedom is the bedrock of our American society.

When government attempts to infringe upon it, Americans fight back

because they know the repercussions will be great if they don't.

According to Ryan Messmore of the Heritage Foundation, the "Fortnight for

Freedom" was initiated in response to recent policy actions of the Obama

Administration (most notably the Obamacare anti-conscience mandate)
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"that have undermined religious freedom in a striking and unprecedented

way." Media reports indicate that while these policies predominantly affect

the Catholic Church, their impact also upsets the balance of religious liberty

across the board. People of many different faiths have joined together to

oppose the mandate. When government targets and infringes upon any one

particular denomination, it undermines religious freedom for all.

 

We are extremely fortunate. Americans exercise religious liberty far more

often than we are called upon to defend it. Most Oklahomans support

religious freedom and believe it is recognized and widespread in our state.

However, many would be shocked to learn that a clause in our state

constitution runs counter to this belief. 

 

Our constitution includes something found in many other state constitutions

referred to as a "Blaine Amendment." When religious prejudice was rife

during the 19th and early 20th century, "Blaine Amendments" were adopted

to target the Catholic Church by prohibiting the use of state funds at

"sectarian" schools. The term "sectarian" has been recognized as a code

word for Roman Catholic. The United States Supreme Court acknowledged

the anti-Catholic bigotry responsible for these "Blaine Amendments" and

stated its disapproval in the plurality decision of Mitchell v. Helms in 2000,

and again in Locke v. Davey in 2004. 

 

Remember the principle: When government targets and infringes upon any

one particular denomination, religious freedom for every other faith is

undermined.

 

The Oklahoma version of the "Blaine Amendment" has recently been used

to attack the Lindsey Nicole Henry Scholarship Program which provides

scholarships for special-needs children. On its face, the program does not

support any particular denomination and in fact does not really support

religion at all. Parents may send their children to schools of their choice

using the scholarship. However, because some chose to apply the

scholarship to send their children to religiously-affiliated schools, the entire

program was struck down by a district court judge.

 

Unless the Oklahoma Supreme Court  overturns the district court ruling in

this case, an outdated amendment based on anti-Catholic bigotry will be

cited to strike down a duly enacted law. This law, enacted with bipartisan

support, allows children with special needs to receive an education tailored

to their needs at a school of their parents' choice. If such a bill can be struck

down because of an amendment motivated by prejudice toward one

religion, we must ask  how much religious freedom we really have in

Oklahoma.

 

Like the Obama Administration's anti-conscience mandate, the Oklahoma

"Blaine Amendment" seriously infringes on our First Amendment free

exercise of religion guarantee. Oklahomans who value and want to protect
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their religious freedom should join the cause of "Fortnight for Freedom."

OCPA intern James Hall is a law student at the University of Virginia. 
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Americans, Oklahomans defending religious freedom

by James Hall
Money and Flag

A renewed appreciation for religious freedom is spreading across the

country in the form of a movement called the "Fortnight for Freedom." It is

not aimed at advancing any particular denomination, but instead defends

religious freedom for all Americans. The "Fortnight for Freedom" is a

grassroots opportunity for Americans to celebrate and defend our First

Amendment and its most important component, religious liberty.

 

Our Founders recognized that one of the unalienable rights bestowed upon

us by our Creator is religious liberty. One might argue the Founders

believed religious liberty is our most important right since they chose to

recognize it in the first clause of the First Amendment of the Bill of Rights. It

is clear today that religious freedom is the bedrock of our American society.

When government attempts to infringe upon it, Americans fight back

because they know the repercussions will be great if they don't.

According to Ryan Messmore of the Heritage Foundation, the "Fortnight for

Freedom" was initiated in response to recent policy actions of the Obama

Administration (most notably the Obamacare anti-conscience mandate)
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"that have undermined religious freedom in a striking and unprecedented

way." Media reports indicate that while these policies predominantly affect

the Catholic Church, their impact also upsets the balance of religious liberty

across the board. People of many different faiths have joined together to

oppose the mandate. When government targets and infringes upon any one

particular denomination, it undermines religious freedom for all.

 

We are extremely fortunate. Americans exercise religious liberty far more

often than we are called upon to defend it. Most Oklahomans support

religious freedom and believe it is recognized and widespread in our state.

However, many would be shocked to learn that a clause in our state

constitution runs counter to this belief. 

 

Our constitution includes something found in many other state constitutions

referred to as a "Blaine Amendment." When religious prejudice was rife

during the 19th and early 20th century, "Blaine Amendments" were adopted

to target the Catholic Church by prohibiting the use of state funds at

"sectarian" schools. The term "sectarian" has been recognized as a code

word for Roman Catholic. The United States Supreme Court acknowledged

the anti-Catholic bigotry responsible for these "Blaine Amendments" and

stated its disapproval in the plurality decision of Mitchell v. Helms in 2000,

and again in Locke v. Davey in 2004. 

 

Remember the principle: When government targets and infringes upon any

one particular denomination, religious freedom for every other faith is

undermined.

 

The Oklahoma version of the "Blaine Amendment" has recently been used

to attack the Lindsey Nicole Henry Scholarship Program which provides

scholarships for special-needs children. On its face, the program does not

support any particular denomination and in fact does not really support

religion at all. Parents may send their children to schools of their choice

using the scholarship. However, because some chose to apply the

scholarship to send their children to religiously-affiliated schools, the entire

program was struck down by a district court judge.

 

Unless the Oklahoma Supreme Court  overturns the district court ruling in

this case, an outdated amendment based on anti-Catholic bigotry will be

cited to strike down a duly enacted law. This law, enacted with bipartisan

support, allows children with special needs to receive an education tailored

to their needs at a school of their parents' choice. If such a bill can be struck

down because of an amendment motivated by prejudice toward one

religion, we must ask  how much religious freedom we really have in

Oklahoma.

 

Like the Obama Administration's anti-conscience mandate, the Oklahoma

"Blaine Amendment" seriously infringes on our First Amendment free

exercise of religion guarantee. Oklahomans who value and want to protect
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their religious freedom should join the cause of "Fortnight for Freedom."

OCPA intern James Hall is a law student at the University of Virginia. 
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From: Barry Ballinger
To: Governor Info
Subject: Freedom
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 11:56:19 AM

Greetings,
Since the election of Barack Hussein Obama in 2008, I and my fellow conservatives (people who
really understand and love the liberty America allows) have been dumbfounded, aghast, confused at
what’s taking place.  I’m only 36 years old but I don’t believe anything like this has happened in the
history of our country.  Just over half the people in this country, guided by greed or duped by a
corrupt media, reelected a man who hates this country, and whose every act as president is born
out of his desire to see it suffer.
 
I don’t blame him nor the people who voted for him.  I don’t blame the media or the corrupt
education system.  The conservative rank and file, and the conservative leadership is to blame.  The
wicked, corrupt, covetous, traitorous element of America have always sought to do what they’re
now doing.  What stopped them in the past?  Patriotic vigilance.  What has allowed them to succeed
now?  Patriotic complacency.
 
Now we hear intelligent, informed leaders saying our country can’t survive 4 more years of this
government.  It seems they’re right, but then we hear leaders in Washington, like John Boehner and
 Mitch McConnell, who have consistently caved to Hussein’s administration, talking about working
with the Democrats.  Think about the goals the democrats are passionate about.  Think about the
tactics they use.  Think about the fraud, the crimes, the years of media domination.  Then consider
how idiotic and self-defeating is to try to work with them.  It has only yielded bigger government,
loss of liberty, and more pain.  I join a growing group of enlightened people who now see, as is the
case, the Democrat party and their media wing, as a grave threat to our freedom.  They are the
enemy.
 
The country will not survive intact, but our freedoms, our prosperity, and our way of life can
survive.  We are not slaves to Washington.  Our state, along with our neighboring states can make
our own way.  We’re sovereign.  Obamacare, the EPA, Homeland Security, the TSA, the IRS, etc., etc.
are not sovereign.  They only have power we allow them to have.
 
You are given the job of governor of this state.  We didn’t elect you to work with the enemies of
America, to compromise with them so we only lose small chunks of freedom at a time.  We elected
you because we’re conservative and want our freedom.  Protecting our freedom is your only job.
 
Jobs are being cut as we speak.  Layoffs are taking place because companies simply can’t survive
DC’s regulations.  They don’t have to happen in Oklahoma, or any other free state.  The tenuous
strand that tethers Oklahoma to DC is, in reality, abstract and can be broken, or possibly ignored. 
Across the board, we can eliminate this strain.  We can be free and laugh at futile bureaucrats and
would be tyrants.
 
If you’re just going to complain and try to pass laws that limit the effect of an out of control
government, there’s really no reason to reelect you.  If you use your great leadership skills, your
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talent for governing, and your love of country to truly lead, you’ll have a legacy that no other
governor has ever had.  You’ll truly be a liberator. 
 
 
Thank you,
 
Barry Ballinger
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From: Ray Carter
To: Ray Carter
Subject: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:09:56 PM

 
Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division
April 13, 2011

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contact info below
 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage
Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials
to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant
authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.
            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance
exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.
            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition,
which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did
not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”
            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot
accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-
Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we
want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”
            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting
health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-
Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the
federal funds need to be rejected.”
            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage
Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The
idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to
push federal health care.”
            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting
Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-
Claremore.
            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we
accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh
Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private
sector to thrive under these free market principles.”
            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal
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money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.
            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care
of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman.
            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully
recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.
            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,”
said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange
without any federal ties.”
 
For further comment:
Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft
Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7349
 
Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                  Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley
Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7363
 
Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                    Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell
Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7372
 
Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                  Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn
Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7380
 
Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts
Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7322
 
Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                    Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan
Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7355
 

-30-
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Friday schedule change
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 11:11:09 AM

Can you change the 11 am “meet with Alex and Aaron on speeches” time to “phone interview with
the Broken Arrow Ledger regarding health insurance exchanges.” I’ll get more info.
 
Also, this will only take 15 mins so we can fit both this and speech prep into the same time block
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Mark McCullough
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: From NCSL
Date: Friday, July 01, 2011 4:55:54 PM

Kaitie,
Yes, I know its Friday at 5 pm before the 4th of July. My family is out of
town so I have no life right now. This is hot off the press from NCSL. It's
what we talked about back in Session. Happy 4th. See you on the 6th.
Mark
 
Mississippi Uses Existing Entity to Establish Health Insurance Exchange
Mississippi is the first state to announce that its high-risk pool program, the Mississippi
Comprehensive Health Insurance Risk Pool Association, will establish the state’s health insurance
exchange. The independent, not-for-profit association was created in 1991 to operate the state’s
high- risk pool– an insurance program that provides coverage for people who want to purchase
insurance but cannot obtain it because of health conditions.
Mississippi’s Insurance Commissioner Mike Chaney was interested in moving forward on health
exchanges and determined that the association had the statutory authority to establish one,
according to Lanny Craft, executive director of the Association. He asked the Association to
consider establishing and operating Mississippi’s health insurance exchange, and in May it agreed
to do so. Once the association presents a plan, it will need approval from the insurance
commissioner and HHS but will not need further legislative action to move forward due to
statutory authority it was given in 2009 as the state high risk health pool. ―There is an
advantage,‖ Craft stated, ―that the organization already has a track record in making medical
coverage available and that the organization has experience in providing access to care to a
specific population.‖ Additionally, Craft says that the state likely will establish an advisory board
to provide for stakeholder input.
This year, the legislature reauthorized a study panel on exchanges created last year. The panel will
examine issues related to exchanges including the effects on insurance carriers, populations
needing coverage, its ability to reduce the number of uninsured, projected costs, and models
from other states
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: David Moore

To: Katie Altshuler

Subject: Front & Center - Happy Veterans Day!
Date: Friday, November 11, 2011 6:00:34 AM

 

NGA  Center  for  Best  Practices.  Front  and  Center  -  NGA  Center's  Weekly  Report  to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | November 11, 2011

State News

Happy Veterans Day!
Front & Center will return next week.

In the meantime, take a fresh look at some of the recent
publications from our Center divisions:

Preparing Principals to Evaluate Teachers
During the past few years, more than 30 states have
enacted legislation to change the way teachers are
evaluated. The new laws require the annual evaluation of
teachers; typically, multiple evaluations during the school
year are required for new teachers. Governors can take
steps to ensure that those in charge of conducting
evaluations are trained and certified. 
November 01, 2011
Contact: Tabitha Grossman

State Efforts in Sentencing and Corrections Reform
States continue to struggle during what is the most difficult
fiscal environment since the Great Depression. Projections
are that the economic recovery will be slow, forcing states to
think long-term about how to do more with less. 
October 27, 2011
Contact: Jeffrey S. McLeod

State Perspectives on Insurance Exchanges:
Implementing Health Reform in an Uncertain
Environment
The three major components of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010 (ACA) — insurance reform,
Medicaid expansions, and the establishment of health
insurance exchanges — are primarily the states'
responsibilities to implement; together they impose a
daunting workload. Because insurance exchanges must be
wholly created in a very short time period, their
implementation presents unique challenges. 
September 16, 2011
Contact: Krista Drobac

Degrees for What Jobs? Raising Expectations for
Universities and Colleges in a Global Economy
Recognizing that higher education, including community
colleges, four-year colleges, and research universities,
cannot help drive economic growth in their states unless
students' academic success is linked to the needs of the
marketplace, governors and state policymakers are
beginning to move beyond their focus on getting more
students to get "degrees" to asking: "Degrees for what jobs?
" 
March 23, 2011

Chair's Initiative: Regional Summits
on Growing State Economies 
Nashville, TN, November 14-15
Seattle, WA January 24-25, 2012; and 
Omaha, NE, April 24-25, 2012.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Growing State Economies through
Increasing Student and Worker
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) Skills 
December 7-9, 2011
Durham, NC
Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379

Workshop on Economic
Development in the Clean Energy
Sector – Western States
December 8-9, 2011
Phoenix, AZ
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387

National Summit on Government
Redesign: Solutions for Making
Tough Budget Choices
December 13-14, 2011
Arlington, VA
Lauren Stewart, 202-624-5332

Intergovernmental Meeting with
the US Department of Energy on
the Cleanup of the Nuclear
Weapons Complex
December 15-16
New Orleans, LA
Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628
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Contact: Erin Sparks and Mary Jo Waits

Addressing Post-ARRA Compliance and Workforce
Concerns in the Nuclear Weapons Complex
As the deadline for spending funds from the American
Recovery & Reinvestment Act for cleanup of the nuclear
weapons complex approaches, states face two key
challenges: achieving future compliance with state-
Department of Energy cleanup agreements; and transitioning
to a post-ARRA workforce. 
February 22, 2011
Contact: Andrew Kambour

What's New 

Apply Now: Next Generation Justice Information
Sharing Policy Academy
The NGA Center invites states and U.S territories with full
NGA membership benefits to apply for the Next Generation
Justice Information Sharing Policy Academy. Up to four state
teams of senior-level state policymakers will be selected to
develop policy frameworks that focus on improving
efficiency, security, reusability, and scalability in their
systems. States will receive up to $30,000 to complete
project work and will host site visits, attend two policy
academy meetings, and receive specialized technical
assistance from NGA Center staff and national experts.
Proposals are due December 9, 2011 by 5:00 pm EST.
(Contact: Anne-Elizabeth Johnson) 

NGA Center Releases Report on Effective Common
Core Implementation 
NGA Center recently released a report, Realizing the
Potential: How Governors Can Lead Effective Implementation
of the Common Core State Standards, to provide governors
and other state policymakers with guidance to transition
their school systems to the standards. Governors' authority
over education and the tools with which they can take action
vary considerably from state to state, yet all governors
should consider taking the following actions to support
implementing the CCSS:

Communicate a vision for reform;
Identify performance goals and measure progress;
Engage key leaders from education, business, and
philanthropy;
Build educator capacity;
Lead transitions in state assessments and
accountability policy;
Support local development and acquisition of new
curricula and materials; and
Maximize resources and share costs.

(Contact: Amanda Corcoran) 

NGA Center Workshop: Economic Development in the
Clean Energy Sector – Western States
The NGA Center will be holding the second of three regional
workshops December 8-9 in Phoenix, Arizona to discuss
strategies for fostering economic growth in the emerging
area of clean energy. Topics of discussion will include:
pivoting existing economic development efforts to clean
energy industries, applying strategies from past successes
such as biosciences and information technology, and
determining where clean energy's unique attributes require
new approaches. Targeted participants are governors' energy
and economic development advisors from the states of:
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Kansas,
Montana, North Dakota, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Washington, and

 

Economic Development in the Clean
Energy Sector – Southern States
January 10-11, 2012
Nashville, TN
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387 

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Wyoming. A previous workshop was held for Northeast and
Midwest states (October, 2011) and a future workshop will
be held for Southern states (January 10-11, 2012 in
Nashville, Tennsee). States that are or were unable to
attend the workshop in their region are welcome to attend
one of the other workshops if they choose.
(Contact: Andrew Kambour)
 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-203681-
151306.4cc08f189213e8842a4a693c1a374e8a@talk.nga.org..
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From: John Thomasian

To: Katie Altshuler

Subject: Front & Center: Young Farmers; Crime Fund; Tech jobs; Degree Completion; Nursing Loans
Date: Friday, August 05, 2011 5:51:36 AM

 

NGA  Center  for  Best  Practices.  Front  and  Center  -  NGA  Center's  Weekly  Report  to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | August 5, 2011 | Full Index of this Week's Stories

State News

Delaware to Aid Aspiring Farmers -- Delaware Governor
Jack Markell has signed legislation to help aspiring farmers
establish agribusinesses by reducing the up-front capital
investment. The Delaware Young Farmers Program allows
farmers ages 18-40 with at least three years of agricultural
work experience to borrow up to $500,000 at zero percent
interest for 30 years.

Illinois Bolsters Nuclear Power Plant Safety -- Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn has signed a bill that seeks to increase
the safety and security of the state's nuclear power plants.
The law increases fees from the nuclear reactor operator in
the state to fund three improvements: upgrading monitoring
systems, updating safety equipment, and adding nuclear
safety experts to the state's emergency management
personnel. 

Indiana Acts to Improve Higher Education Productivity --
Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels recently announced
"Smarter Choices, Faster Completion," a higher education
initiative aimed at changing remediation at community
colleges, supporting low-income and first generation college
students, and advancing college completion and productivity.

Missouri Governor Outlines Job Creation Package -- Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon unveiled the key components of the
bipartisan Made in Missouri Jobs Package, which will promote
the growth of high-tech industries and help companies create
jobs and sell more products overseas.

Illinois Invests in Technology Entrepreneurs -- Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn signed legislation to increase the state's
investment in the development of technology-based
companies. Senate Bill 107 expands the state's Technology
Development Account by allowing Illinois to invest up to 2
percent of its investment portfolio in venture capital firms,
which in turn invest in technology-based businesses that are
interested in locating or expanding in Illinois.

Rhode Island Loan Program Encourages Nurses to Stay in
State -- Rhode Island Governor Lincoln Chafee announced
the Rhode Island Student Loan Authority's (RISLA) Nursing
Reward Program to help reduce the financial burden of
schooling for nurses beginning in the 2011-12 academic year.
Under this new program, nursing students who participate in
RISLA's Family Education Loan are eligible for 0 percent
interest for 48 months of repayment if they become a
licensed registered nurse and work at a licensed facility in the
state where they provide direct patient care for at least 20

NGA Center Policy Forum on Early
Dropout Prevention through Middle
School Reform -- The NGA Center for
Best Practices is holding a policy forum
on Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform.

NGA Center Hosts Policy Forum on
Evaluating Principal Effectiveness -- The
NGA Center for Best Practices, the
Council of Chief State School Officers,
and the National Conference of State
Legislatures are holding a policy forum
on Evaluating Principal Effectiveness.

NGA Center Offers Grant Opportunity to
Strengthen Postsecondary Accountability
Systems -- As the concluding action of
the 2010-11 NGA Chair's Initiative
Complete to Compete, the NGA Center
released a Request for Proposals (RFP)
to all states in good standing to
participate in a policy academy on
strengthening postsecondary
accountability systems.

Health Insurance Exchange Workshop --
The NGA Center is hosting a states-only
workshop on health insurance
exchanges September 8-9, 2011 in
Arlington, Virginia. 

Identifying, Evaluating and Scaling Best
Practices in STEM Education -- NGA
Center is hosting a webinar on
Thursday, September 15 from3:00 –
4:00 p.m. ET to discuss identifying,
evaluating, and scaling best practices in
STEM Education.
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hours per week.

New York Waiver Seeks to Reform Care for the
Developmentally Disabled -- The New York Office for People
with Developmental Disabilities (OWPDD) is working to
reform services for persons with disabilities by developing an
1115 Medicaid waiver. The "People First Waiver" will seek to
reduce health care costs for 100,000 developmentally
disabled residents enrolled in Medicaid by shifting from a fee-
for-service reimbursement system to a per diem rate that
more closely reflects the actual costs of providing services
which willcreatecommunity-based services for those who do
not need specialized treatment, and reducing institutional
service.

Delaware Crime Fund Levies Fees on Convicted Criminals --
Delaware Governor Jack Markell has signed legislation that
establishes a fund that will provide state and local law
enforcement with additional financial resources. Through the
legislation, convicted criminals will now be charged an
additional penalty of $15 to contribute to the Fund to
Combat Violent Crimes, which is aimed at reducing the cost
of crime and lessening the financial burden on police
agencies.

Missouri Bans Student-Teacher Social Networking -- Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon signed a law that forbids Internet
friendships and any form of interaction between teachers and
students on sites like Facebook, in an effort to protect
students from sexual assault by school employees and
eliminate unreported sexual misconduct. Specifically, the law
requires that school boards develop a written policy
concerning teacher-student communication and employee-
student communications.

 

New Report Finds Benefits of "Smart" Meters Exceed Costs --
A new report from the Institute for Electric Efficiency shows
that the benefits from investing in advanced metering
infrastructure (AMI) will outweigh costs. AMI enables two-
way digital communications between utilities and customers.
The report estimated operational, customer-driven, and
societal benefits of AMI investment for utilities and
customers. 

Report Recommends Strategies to Speed Hiring -- A new
brief from the Urban Institute identifies which population
groups have been hardest hit by unemployment in the Great
Recession, and recommends a variety of policies and
strategies to speed up hiring and support workers. According
to "What to Do about the New Unemployment," young
workers, older workers, immigrants, and workers with
disabilities experience high rates of unemployment and face
unique challenges when unemployed.

Express Lane Strategies for Medicaid and CHIP Enrollment --
The Kaiser Family Foundation released an issue brief
examining how states can use "express lane" principles for
eligibility and enrollment in Medicaid, CHIP, and other
subsidy programs. Express Lane Eligibility (ELE) refers to the
use of data collected by one agency or program—e.g.
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program— to streamline
eligibility and enrollment for other programs, such as
Medicaid and CHIP.

New Report Finds Trends in Degree Completion -- The
National Center for Education Statistics recently released a

NGA Center Workshop: Public Private
Partnerships for Transportation -- The
NGA Center is partnering with the
National Conference of State
Legislatures to create a Workshop on
Public-Private Partnerships in
Transportation (P3 Workshop)
September 20-21, 2011 in
Washington D.C.

NGA Center Regional Consultants on
Health IT 
August 8-9, 2011 
Los Angeles, California 
Ree Sailors 
202-624-5322 
Ree Sailors, 202-624-5322

Briefing on the Blue Ribbon
Commission on America’s Nuclear
Future 
August 9, 2011 
3:30 – 4:30 PM
Washington, D.C. 
Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628 

Conference Call: Highlighting State
Clean Energy Actions 
August 10, 2011 
4:00 – 5:00 PM ET
Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628 

Health Insurance Exchange
Workshop
September 8-9, 2011; Arlington, Virginia
Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395 

Public Private Partnerships for
Transportation: A Workshop for
State Officials 
September 20-21, 2011 
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789 

Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal
Effectiveness 
September 26-27, 2011 
Richmond, Virginia
Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-5312 

Webinar: Identifying, Evaluating
and Scaling Best Practices in STEM
Education
September 15, 2011
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700 

Institute for Governors Criminal
Justice Policy Advisors 
September 26-27, 2011
Annapolis, Maryland 
Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 

Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform
October 3-4, 2011
Philadelphia, Pennslyvania
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new analysis of post-graduate student data that found clear
trends in degree completion depending upon the type of
postsecdonary pathway.

Report Details Strategy for Combatting Transnational Crime -
- The White House released a report exploring transnational
organized crime as a threat to both homeland security and
public safety. Transnational criminal organizations participate
in illegal activities for the purpose of obtaining power,
influence, or monetary gains through corruption, violence,
and exploitation. These crimes occur both domestically and
internationally and include human, weapon and drug
trafficking; intellectual property theft; and cybercrime.

 

Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

 

Regional State Workshops on
Advancing Economic Development
through Clean Energy 
October 2011, TBD
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387

Growing State Economies: Regional
Summits
October 11–12, 2011; Hartford, CT
November 15-16, 2011; Nashville, TN 
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Growing State Economies through
Increasing Student and Worker
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) Skills 
December 7-9, 2011; Durham, NC
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700
 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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New Mexico Mental Health Professionals to
Volunteer for Veterans -- New Mexico Gov.
Susana Martinez announced a statewide effort
to provide returning veterans with free
counseling for mental health problems. 

Missouri Explores New Electric Rates for Low-
Income Residents -- The Missouri Public

Service Commission (PSC) has taken action to quantify and address the effects of
higher utility rates on low-income residents and other vulnerable customers.

Partnership to Ease Overcrowding in Michigan Jail -- In an effort to curb
corrections costs and alleviate overcrowding at the Genesee County Jail
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder has announced a partnership between the state, the
city of Flint, and Genesee County that creates a new 110-bed facility in within
the Flint Police Headquarters. 

Illinois Extends Enterprise Zones -- Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn signed a law
extending the Illinois Enterprise Zone Program to help boost economic growth
across the state. 

New Mexico Launches Initiative to Help Struggling Schools -- Gov. Susana
Martinez launched a $3.5 million initiative intended to help turn around New
Mexico's poorest performing schools. 

Massachusetts Energy Bill Provides for Competitively Price Clean Energy --
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick has signed a bill into law that aims to bolster
the clean energy industry while reducing the costs to ratepayers. 

New York Passes Law to Strengthen Tracking of Sex Offenders -- New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has signed several bills into law that aim to improve how
sex offenders are tracked in the community and to strengthen the state's ability
to detect whether they are at risk for reoffending.
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Parents Not Following Car Safety Guidelines -- The American Journal of
Preventive Medicine published a recent study showing that although car crashes
are the leading cause of death in children over age three, many parents do not
follow guidelines for car safety restraints.

Report Looks at New Trends in State Transportation Policy -- The National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) has issued a report surveying innovative
state laws, policies, and programs that states are pursuing to modernize the
nation's transportation system. 

Health Insurance Exchanges in Three States: California, Colorado and Maryland --
The Commonwealth Fund published an issue brief outlining the progress of three
of the first states—California, Colorado, and Maryland—to establish health
insurance exchanges through legislation. 

State Juvenile Justice Policies Trending Towards Rehabilitation -- A report
released by the National Conference for State Legislatures tracks trends in state
juvenile justice systems from 2001-2011. 

Study Suggests Variety of Teacher Prep Programs Produce Similar Outcomes --
The Center for Analysis of Longitudinal Data in Education Research (CALDER) has
released the latest report in a series of reports examining the efficacy of using
the value-added method to differentiate among teacher preparation programs. 

Payday Loans Used for Recurring Expenses, Not Emergencies -- A new report in a
series called Payday Lending in America finds that payday loan debt is often used
to pay for recurring expenses, such as utilities or rent, and that the average
borrower is in debt for months rather than weeks, as is sometimes assumed. 

Report Recommends State and Federal Improvements for Disaster Preparedness -
- According to a new report from the National Research Council, few communities
have invested resources in preparing for disasters before they occur, even though
doing so means they will likely incur fewer costs after a disaster or emergency.

 

Meetings

Policy Institute for Governors’ Human Services Policy Advisors
This institute will provide an opportunity for you to meet your colleagues from
across the country and to learn about what is going on in other states. There will
be plenty of opportunities for networking and peer exchange, as well as sessions
on substantive policy issues pertaining to family economic success and child
welfare.

The NGA Center will be able to cover hotel and travel expenses for two advisors
from each state—one state’s human services policy advisor and one person
overseeing the state’s child welfare system. Registration information will be
released closer to the event.
September 19th – 21st, 2012; New Orleans, LA 
Contact: Meghan Wills, 202-624-5306

2012 Education Policy Advisors Institute 
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The institute will provide attendants with an opportunity to connect with
colleagues across the country, hear from national experts, and interact with NGA
Center staff. The meeting will begin in the late afternoon of Wednesday,
September 19th and conclude the early afternoon of Friday, September 21st.

The NGA Center will reimburse travel and lodging for education advisors and/or
policy director from each state. Institute registration information and a draft
agenda will be released closer to the event.
September 19th-21st, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379

Other Opportunities

Ongoing: State Leadership for High-Quality Charter Schools 
States can submit a request for technical assistance around one or more of the
four project goals: increasing the number of charter laws that promote the
development of more high-quality charter schools; improving state-level
implementation of charter school laws; increasing public understanding of charter
schools; and increasing the number of high-quality charter schools. Assistance
could take the form of a site visit and facilitated state team meeting, a
presentation on model state policies, a written memo with recommendations,
expert advice on revising policies, or on-site consultation with experts. The
intended audience is governors’ education policy advisors and state teams.
Limited financial assistance for related in-state meetings is also available.
Applications for assistance will be accepted through August 31st, 2012.

Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-7857

 

Governors’ Human Services Policy Advisors Meeting
September 19th – 21st, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Alexandra Cawthorne, 202-624-5253

Education Policy Advisors Institute 
September 19th – 21st, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Travis Reindl, 202-624-7820

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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State News

Nevada Budget Includes Education Reforms -- Nevada
Governor Sandoval recently signed into law the state's
budget, which includes significant changes to teacher tenure,
teacher dismissal, collective bargaining, and governance
policies.

Washington to Measure Higher Education Performance --
Washington Governor Chris Gregoire recently signed several
pieces of legislation aimed at improving student financial
assistance for higher education and improving the state's
ability to measure the productivity of those institutions.

Oregon Bans Truck Idling -- The Oregon legislature has
passed a bill supported by Governor John Kitzhaber that
would ban commercial trucks from idling their engines in
most circumstances in order to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and pollution in concentrated urban areas.

Vermont Streamlines Solar Permitting Process -- Vermont
Governor Peter Shumlin signed a new energy bill that creates
a simplified, statewide permitting process for small-scale,
distributed renewable energy generation.

Connecticut Moves to Decriminalize Marijuana --
Connecticut has approved a measure to decriminalize the
possession of small amounts of marijuana.

Kentucky Reforms Seek to Lower Misdemeanor Arrests --
Kentucky law enforcement officials now have the option to
issue citations rather than making arrests for numerous
misdemeanors to offenders.

Florida to Test Welfare Applicants for Illegal Drugs -- Florida
Governor Rick Scott recently signed legislation requiring
individuals applying for Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families cash assistance benefits to be screened for
controlled substances.

New Jersey Green Tech Loans Have Grant Conversion Option
-- New Jersey has launched a loan program to support the
growth of energy efficiency and renewable energy technology
companies in the state.

Kansas Permits Elder Care Facilities to Expand Services --
Kansas Governor Sam Brownback signed legislation which
increases the number of seniors who may receive long term
care services in Home Plus residences.

Maryland Creates Council to Contain Health Costs --

Expert Roundtable on Expanded
Learning Opportunities -- The NGA
Center is inviting states to participate in
an expert roundtable on state policies to
promote quality expanded learning
opportunities on June 28, 2011, in
Washington, D.C. For more information,
contact Stephanie Shipton.

Meeting the Adolescent Literacy
Expectations of the Common Core State
Standards -- The NGA Center is inviting
state teams from 10 states to
participate in a policy forum on state
strategies to meet the literacy
expectations of the Common Core in
Arlington, Virginia, on July 11, 2011. 
For more information, contact Stephanie
Shipton.

Policy Forum on Evaluating Teacher
Effectiveness -- The NGA Center for
Best Practices is pleased to invite you
to a policy forum on Evaluating Teacher
Effectiveness.  The meeting will be held
on July 18-19, 2011 at the
Renaissance Providence Downtown Hotel
in Providence, Rhode Island.  The
meeting is designed to provide
governors' education policy advisors and
key state policymakers with information
on state strategies for evaluating
teacher effectiveness. For more
information, contact Tabitha Grossman.
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Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley signed an executive
order to create the Maryland Health Quality and Cost
Council.

Washington Consolidates Health Agencies to Reduce Costs --
Washington Governor Christine Gregoire signed legislation
to consolidate the state's two largest health care purchasers,
Medicaid and the Health Care Authority (HCA), with the
intent of making the programs more effective and efficient.

 

 

Report: How States Govern and Finance Transportation -- A
report from the National Conference of State Legislatures
and the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials gives a state-by-state overview of
transportation authorities, including the organization of state
transportation agencies, financing authorities, and legislative
oversight.

U.S. Graduation Rates Improving -- A new analysis of high
school completion from the Editorial Projects in Education
Research Center finds that the United States' graduation
rates in public high schools are improving.

Report Calls for Comprehensive Cyber-Security Policy -- The
nation remains vulnerable to cyber-security attacks that can
cause economic and physical damage to the country and
even loss of human life, according to a report from the
Center for a New American Security.

U.S. Falling Behind in University Research Funding -- A new
report from The Information Technology and Innovation
Foundation finds that the United States is falling behind
other countries in government and business funding for
university research.

Toolkit Offers Resources to Promote Health Information
Exchanges -- The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts released a toolkit sharing
lessons learned, templates, and examples from
Massachusetts' experience in marketing its health insurance
exchange initiative, the Health Connector.

 

June 16
Smart Grid Learning Network:
Staying Ahead of the Technology
Curve
Webinar – 2:00 PM ET
Contact: Andrew Kambour

June 28
Expert Roundtable on Expanded
Learning Opportunities 
Washington, D.C.
Contact: Stephanie Shipton.

July 11
Meeting the Adolescent Literacy
Expectations of the Common Core
State Standards 
Arlington, VA
Contact: Stephanie Shipton

July 18-19
Policy Forum on Evaluating Teacher
Effectiveness
Providence, RI
Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-
5312 

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart

 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-196754-
151306.4cc08f189213e8842a4a693c1a374e8a@talk.nga.org..

22605

http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State11
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#Other1
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#Other2
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#Other3
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#Other4
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#Other5
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=87dcee85b6f60310VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#Other5
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--FCJune10--Andrew Kambour
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--FCJune10--Stephanie%20Shipton
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--FCJune10--Stephanie%20Shipton
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--FCJune10--Tabitha Grossman
http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/CBPBROCHURE.pdf
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.50aeae5ff70b817ae8ebb856a11010a0/?vgnextoid=e0dcaf4def7d0010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.6398ca27f6d963268a278110501010a0/?vgnextoid=e0dcaf4def7d0010VgnVCM1000001a01010aRCRD&vgnextfmt=publications
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--FCApr1--Lauren Stewart


From: David Moore
To: NGA Front & Center
Subject: Front & Center: Transportation Funding; Health Care Workers; Exports; Medicaid Spending Levels
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 6:00:46 AM

 
NGA Center for  Best Practices.  Front  and  Center -  NGA Center's  Weekly  Report to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | November 9, 2012 | Full Index of this Week's Stories

Mississippi Uses Grants to Expand Its Health
Care Economy -- Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant
announced that the Mississippi Development
Authority will award $10 million in Community
Development Block Grant funds to the
University of Mississippi's School of Medicine,
thereby adding 1,000 physicians to the state's
workforce.

Connecticut Utilities Face New Standards for Power Outage Response --
Connecticut's electric and natural gas utilities will now be more accountable for
how they prepare for and respond to large-scale power outages, as a result of
new performance standards released by the state's Public Utility Regulatory
Authority (PURA).

Kentucky Pronounces November "College Application Month" -- Kentucky Gov.
Steven Beshear proclaimed November to be "College Application Month" to help
students navigate the application process.

Washington State Launches New Website to Help Businesses Increase Exports --
The Washington State Department of Commerce launched a new web portal that
streamlines access to government and nonprofit programs to help small and
medium sized businesses grow through exporting.

Child Care Finder to Help Wyoming's Working Parents -- Working parents looking
for child care in their Wyoming communities have a new online resource provided
by the state Department of Family Services. As part of its new website, the
Department's Early Childhood Division recently launched the Wyoming Community
Child Care Finder, a searchable database of the state's licensed child care
providers.

New York Strengthens Domestic Violence Laws -- New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
signed a bill into law that provides victims of domestic violence with heightened
protections against their abusers. The law addresses recidivism by targeting serial
domestic violence offenders. 

Pennsylvania Law to Reinvest Prison Savings in Local Law Enforcement --
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett has signed into law legislation that redirects
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nonviolent offenders from prison into treatment and other alternative sentencing
programs. The reforms are expected to save the state millions of dollars in
corrections costs by lowering prison populations through reduced offender
recidivism.

Kansas Creates Online Portal for Reporting School Funding Inefficiencies --
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback's School Efficiency Task Force launched an online
portal for students, parents, citizens, teachers, and school administrators to
anonymously submit examples of inefficiencies in the K-12 educational system. 

New York Outlines Strategy for Expanding Electric Grid -- Gov. Andrew Cuomo's
Energy Highway Task Force issued a blueprint for using private investment to
expand New York's electric generation and transmission capacity. The blueprint is
divided into four areas: expand and strengthen the energy highway, accelerate
construction and repair, support clean energy, and drive technology innovation.

Virginia Program Aims to Prevent Youth Substance Abuse -- Virginia Gov. Bob
McDonnell launched a prevention initiative to warn parents, educators, students,
and youth advocates about the dangers of substance abuse. The new Substance
Abuse Awareness Vital for Virginia Youth (SAVVY) initiative focuses on the
dangers of synthetic cannabinoids, hallucinogenic bath salts, and misused
prescription drugs.

 

State Transportation Depts. Finding New Ways to Communicate Funding Issues --
A new report from the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) highlights strategies that state transportation agencies have
taken to better communicate the importance and impacts of transportation
investments to the public and other state and federal policymakers.

Medicaid Spending Slowed in FY 2012 -- The Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and
the Uninsured (KCMU) and Health Management Associates (HMA) reported that
Medicaid spending slowed in FY 2012 to a near-record low as the economy
began to improve and enrollment growth slowed.

Faith-Based Organizations Have a Role in Disaster Management -- A new report
by the University of Southern California recommends increased involvement of
faith-based organizations in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery plans.
According to the report, in times of crisis more than 60 percent of Americans turn
to their religious leaders.

Online Education Growing in K-12 -- The Evergreen Education Group released
Keeping Pace with K-12 Online & Blended Learning, their annual review of online
education policies and practices.

Report Describes Successful Activities for Implementing the Common Core --
ASCD released a new report called Fulfilling the Promise of the Common Core
State Standards: Moving from Adoption to Implementation to Sustainability on
EduCore, a technical assistance website for teachers and leaders.
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What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.  
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
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The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Strategies for Combating the Production and Distribution of Child
Pornography
The National Governors Association, in partnership with the U.S. Department of
Justice, National Institute of Justice, will host a webcast for state policymakers
and law enforcement officials on successful strategies for combating the
production and distribution of child pornography. The webcast, Protecting
Children and Holding Sexual Predators Accountable: Strategies for Combating the
Production and Distribution of Child Pornography, will identify the latest tools
available to law enforcement for identifying and locating individuals sharing illicit
material. It will also recommend effective investigative techniques law
enforcement can use to protect, recognize, and collect electronic evidence at
crime scenes so that prosecutorial efforts are successful. For state policymakers,
the webcast will provide public policy recommendations that can help strengthen
law enforcement efforts, protect children, and hold offenders accountable.

This event is open to the public and no registration is required. To view the
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webcast live, go to www.nga.org/webcast at the scheduled date and time below
and select the appropriate link. Questions for panelists may be submitted
in advance of the webcast to jmcleod@nga.org. Please note that this
webcast will be archived on NGA’s website (www.nga.org/webcast) for future
viewing.
November 14, 2012; 2:00 – 3:30 pm EST
Contact: Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of plug-in electric vehicles (PEVs) is an important goal for
ensuring widespread vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to
share the latest approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs.
Speakers are expected to include federal, state and private sector participants.
This is the first webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed
to help state share best practices and lessons learned that advance the
deployment of electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for
call-in information.   
November 20, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.

Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. 
December 5 – 6; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
This policy forum is designed to provide state leaders, including governors’
education policy advisors, state legislators, and chief state school officers with
information on how to use state policy to improve principals’ effectiveness. The
forum will include sessions on:

School leader preparation and certification policies and strategies that
develop and sustain the improvement of instructional leadership, particularly
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around the evaluation and development of teacher effectiveness.
Support and professional development for school leaders.
The use of evaluation to drive professional development, support, and
incentives toward high quality school leadership.   

 

Goals of the meeting are for state team members to:

Grow their knowledge base around school leadership and principal pipeline
research and best practice.
Connect with other state leaders and experts in the field of school
leadership.
Learn how state policy can be used as an effective tool for improving the
overall quality of school leadership and how more effective leaders can
enhance the quality of teaching and learning at schools across the state.  
Engage in uninterrupted and focused time with team members to generate
ideas and develop next steps for work in their states. 

At the meeting, state teams will hear from research, policy, and practice experts
at the local, state, and national levels. Participants will have opportunities to ask
questions of presenters, engage in facilitated discussion, and most importantly,
work with team members to talk about what they are learning and develop
action plans for next steps and future work.

Space for this meeting is limited to eight state teams of three to four members
each. Team members should include: the governor’s education policy advisor, a
legislator who chairs an education committee or subcommittee, the chief state
school officer or designee, and a state higher education executive officer or other
university representative. The first eight governors’ offices to respond to this
invitation by November 16 will be given priority and will receive
information about how to register for this meeting. State teams will be
reimbursed for travel to and from the meeting, hotel accommodations, ground
transportation, and airport parking.
December 13 – 14, 2012; Oklahoma City, OK
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

 

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21, 2012
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Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28 – 29, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29 – 30, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5 – 6, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12 – 14, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
December 13-14, 2012
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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State News

Nebraska Improves Truancy Policies to Target At-Risk
Students -- Nebraska Governor Dave Heineman outlined a
plan to increase student achievement by strengthening
truancy policies.

California Unveils New Economic Agenda -- California
unveiled its new agenda for economic and workforce
development, with the goal of transitioning the state to a
production-based economy through sustainable growth and
job creation. The transition rests on eight pillars including
exports, manufacturing, innovation, the clean economy,
improving skills and opportunities, infrastructure, regional
strengths, and organizational streamlining.

Iowa Enhances Workforce Delivery System -- Iowa
announced revisions to its workforce delivery system,
transitioning to a coordinated statewide model of regional
one-stop centers and local access points.The Iowa Workforce
Development agency is managing the process of reworking
the state's workforce delivery system, with the goal of
providing services more quickly and efficiently to state
residents. The new system will feature 16 regional integrated
one-stop offices and three satellite locations, and hundreds
of access points in local communities.

New York Medicaid Program Approved for Care Coordination
Pilots -- The New York State Department of Health will
develop two new initiatives to improve the care Medicaid
patients receive in hospital outpatient clinics. These
demonstration projects are supported through New York's
federal Section 1115 waiver—called the Partnership Plan—
and are authorized to operate through December 31, 2014.

Michigan Gives Providers Access to Drug Tracking Database -
- Michigan Governor Rick Snyder signed legislation that
allows health practitioners who are authorized to prescribe
controlled substances to access an electronic database that
the Department of Community Health maintains to track
prescriptions written and filled for controlled substances.
Previously, health professionals did not have access to
review their own prescribing history and could not determine
if prescriptions attributed to them were dispensed accurately.

Illinois Legislation Lets Sex Trafficking Victims Remove
Prostitution Convictions -- Illinois Governor Pat Quinn has
signed legislation that gives victims of sex trafficking an
opportunity to remove prostitution convictions from their
criminal records. Victims of human trafficking are often
forced into prostitution and have to serve sentences for

States Invited to Participate in Regional
Summits on Growing State Economies --
As part of the yearlong NGA Chair's
Initiative on Growing State Economies,
the National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices will be hosting
four regional summits.

Identifying, Evaluating and Scaling Best
Practices in STEM Education -- NGA
Center is hosting a webinar on
Thursday, September 15 from3:00 –
4:00 p.m. ET to discuss identifying,
evaluating, and scaling best practices in
STEM Education.

NGA Center Workshop: Public Private
Partnerships for Transportation -- The
NGA Center is partnering with the
National Conference of State
Legislatures to create a Workshop on
Public-Private Partnerships in
Transportation (P3 Workshop)
September 20-21, 2011 in
Washington D.C. 

NGA 2011 Management Seminars for
Governors' Legal Counsels and
Appointments Directors -- The NGA
Office of Management Consulting &
Training invites governors' legal
counsels and directors of appointments
to boards and commissions to
participate in concurrent management
seminars to be held in Annapolis,
Maryland on September 26-27, 2011.

NGA Center Institute for Governors
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crimes they do not willingly commit. Prostitution convictions
can affect the victim's ability to obtain employment,
education, housing, and often parental rights.

Utah Residents Can Text Crime Tips -- A Utah program that
allows the public to submit crime tips through texting, a
smartphone app, or online has been expanded to over 50
law enforcement agencies. Known as TipSoft, the program
allows residents to report crimes anonymously through
encrypted text.

Northeastern States Sign Pact to Combat Highway Toll
Evasion -- Three New England states—Maine,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire—have signed
reciprocity agreements that will improve their ability to
punish drivers who fail to pay highway tolls across state
lines. Under the agreements, the states will share motor
vehicle registration information and toll violation records so
that each state can better recoup toll losses and ensure that
penalties for repeat out-of-state toll violators are enforced..

Arkansas Disposal Well Moratorium to Address Earthquakes -
- The Arkansas Oil and Gas Commission has issued an order
that places a moratorium on deep injection disposal wells for
natural gas drilling fluids in a part of the state that has been
subject to earthquakes. The order imposes a moratorium on
new Class II commercial disposal wells—in which fluids used
in the drilling of oil and gas wells are injected deep
underground—and well permits in a 1,150 square mile area
in the central part of the state.

 

New Report Ranks State Entrepreneurial Activity -- The new
State Entrepreneurial Index was released, evaluating and
ranking states' entrepreneurial activity based on five
components of business formation and innovation. The top
five states for entrepreneurship are New York,
Washington, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Oregon.
States with the most significant increases in entrepreneurial
activity since 2008 include Oregon, Delaware, Kentucky,
Texas, and Rhode Island.

New Report Measures Colleges' Debt to Degree Ratio --
Education Sector's new report, "Debt to Degree: A New Way
of Measuring College Success," identifies debt burdens per
degree and identifies potential reasons for the wide variation
in debt to degree ratios across states.

Lessons Learned from Top-Performing Hospitals -- The
Commonwealth Fund released a report that highlights
lessons learned from four high- performing hospitals in
Minnesota, Mississippi, and Oregon. These hospitals
earned top honors by providing higher quality care, shorter
than expected lengths of stays, and no readmissions within
14 days. The hospital met those three standards for at least
three of the following procedures: coronary artery bypass
graft, percutaneous coronary intervention, acute myocardial
infarction, or pneumonia.

Journal: Social Media Has Potential to Enhance Emergency
Response -- Emergency preparedness approaches have yet
to fully utilize social media to reach the public, according to
a recent article in the New England Journal of Medicine.
Emerging social media tools, such as "speak to tweet"
messaging, location-based services such as Foursquare and
Loopt, as well as industry leaders such as Facebook and
Twitter have the capacity to enhance emergency

Criminal Justice Policy Advisors -- The
NGA Center is inviting governors'
criminal justice policy advisors to
participate in the Institute for Governors
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors in
Annapolis, Maryland on September 26-
27, 2011.

Health Insurance Exchange
Workshop
September 8-9, 2011; Arlington, Virginia
Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395 

Public Private Partnerships for
Transportation: A Workshop for
State Officials 
September 20-21, 2011 
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789 

Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal
Effectiveness 
September 26-27, 2011 
Richmond, Virginia
Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-5312 

Webinar: Identifying, Evaluating
and Scaling Best Practices in STEM
Education
September 15, 2011
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700 

Institute for Governors Criminal
Justice Policy Advisors 
September 26-27, 2011
Annapolis, Maryland 
Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 

Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform
October 3-4, 2011
Philadelphia, Pennslyvania
Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

Regional Summits on Growing State
Economies 
Hartford, Connecticut on Oct. 11–12
Nashville, Tennessee on Nov. 15-16
Seattle, Washington on Jan. 24-25
Omaha, Nebraska on April 24-25, 2012.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794 

 

NGA Center Growing State
Economies through Increasing
Student and Worker Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math
(STEM) Skills 
September 2011 
TBD
Angela Baber 202-624-7700

NGA Center Policy Form on School
Principal Evaluation
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preparedness missions.

Atlantic Hurricane Season Update Predicts More Storms --
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) has released its updated outlook for the 2011
Atlantic hurricane seasons and predicts increased storm
activity, including a slight increase in named storms.
Favorable conditions in the Atlantic, including the third
warmest ocean temperatures on record, have continued
since NOAA's pre-season outlook in May, increasing the
confidence level for an above-average season from 65
percent to 85 percent.

 

September 2011 
TBD
Tabitha Grossman -202-624-5312

NGA Center Institute for Governors’
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors 
September 2011 
TBD
Thomas MacLellan  202-624-5427

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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State News

California Creates Clean Energy Program for High School
Students -- California Governor Jerry Brown has signed a
law expanding the state's partnership academies program to
include job training in the clean energy sector.

New Hampshire Redoubles Effort to Reduce State Energy Use
-- New Hampshire Governor John Lynch has signed an
executive order directing state agencies to further reduce
fossil fuel usage after successfully meeting the requirements
of a previous executive order. 

Indiana Education Reforms Include New Teacher Evaluations
-- Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels' education reform agenda
gained momentum this week, with several measures
receiving legislative approval, including changes in teacher
collective bargaining, the usage of teacher merit pay and the
creation of a school voucher program. 

Michigan Proposes Integrated Education System -- Michigan
Governor Rick Snyder is proposing to transform the
education departments into a single, integrated system
spanning from early childhood education through the
postsecondary education.

Maryland Launches Five-Year Economic Plan -- Maryland's
Economic Development Commission recently released a five-
year strategic economic development plan, Charting
Maryland's Economic Path: Discovery, Diversity &
Opportunity.

States Reform Workers Compensation Systems -- Kansas
and Montana each recently passed legislation to update their
workers compensation systems to better serve both
employers and employees.

Colorado to Use Risk Assessment Sentencing -- Colorado
Governor John Hickenlooper has signed legislation requiring
that presentence reports include offender risk-needs
assessments so that judges can impose sentences that
address an offender's individual characteristics.

Nevada Considers Sentencing Reforms to Lower Prison
Populations -- Nevada is considering legislation aimed at
reducing the state's prison population.

Maryland Launches Career Site for Servicemembers --
Maryland has launched the Mil2FedJobs Web portal, located
on the Maryland Workforce Exchange, to directly match
transitioning service members with careers in the federal

NGA Center Web Conference: State
Efforts to Reduce Childhood Hunger --
The NGA Center will host a web
conference examining how states can
address childhood hunger today, April
29, 2011, from 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. ET.
The web conference will provide an
opportunity to learn about food
insecurity among children, the effects of
hunger on child outcomes and how
governors are at the forefront of efforts
to reduce hunger among kids.
Discussions will focus on how states are
using data, critical partnerships,
targeted outreach and leadership to
address and reduce childhood hunger.
To register for the event, please contact
Karen Krause at 202-624-7835. 

NGA Center Cybercrime and Forensic
Sciences Executive Policy Forum -- The
NGA Center is inviting governors'
criminal justice policy advisors to
participate in the Cybercrime and
Forensic Sciences Executive Policy
Forum in Snowbird, Utah, on June 9-10,
2011. The meeting will feature scenario-
based sessions and facilitated
discussions led by experts in forensic
sciences, corrections and criminal justice
policy. The NGA Center will provide
travel and lodging reimbursement for
one participant per state.

If interested, please contact Alisha
Powell at 202-624-3598, or Jeff McLeod
at 202-624-5311.
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government.

Competitive Bidding for Massachusetts Health Program Yields
Savings -- Massachusetts' health insurance program for
low income adults, Commonwealth Care, has yielded an
estimated $80 million in savings for 2012 as a result of the
competitive bidding process for managed care organizations
(MCOs).

Michigan Law: Doctors Can Express Sympathy without
Admission of Liability -- Michigan Governor Rick Snyder
signed legislation that will allow medical providers to express
sympathy to patients and families without fear of self-
incrimination.

 

 

CEO Coalition Releases State Reports on STEM Education --
A new report on the condition of STEM learning in all 50
states and the District of Columbia has been released by
Change the Equation, a coalition of 110 corporate CEOs
focused on deepening American students' learning in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

U.S. Releases Full Annual Energy Outlook -- The U.S. Energy
Information Administration has released the full version of
its Annual Energy Outlook 2011, analyzing trends in energy
production and consumption and projecting the state of the
energy sector through 2035.

U.S. Chamber Highlights Importance of Non-Baccalaureate
Degrees -- The U.S. Chamber of Commerce released a
report identifying the demand for workers with career
credentials and associate's degrees in the United States, and
a lack of awareness among business and education leaders.

Report Finds Cyber Attacks on Infrastructure Rising -- A new
study by McAfee and the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) found an accelerated increase in
cyber attacks on critical infrastructure such as power grids,
oil, gas and water, with 80 percent of those surveyed having
faced a large-scale denial of service attack over the past
year.

Report Analyzes Implications of Multi-State Health Insurance
Exchanges -- A report released by the Urban Institute and
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation examines
considerations for states in forming multi-state health
insurance exchanges.

 

 

May 1-2, 2011
Governors’ Education Symposium
Washington D.C.
Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-
5312

May 25, 2011
Expert Roundtable on High School
Accountability
Washington, D.C.
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

June 9-11, 2011
Governors’ Education, Workforce,
and Economic Development
Advisors Institute
Seattle, WA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart 
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State News

Nebraska Program to Mentor Small Businesses -- Nebraska
is launching a business-to-business mentorship program to
strengthen Nebraska small businesses and startups.

New Jersey Doubles R&D Tax Credit -- New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie recently unveiled a spending plan
that would increase the state's R&D tax credit for
corporations from 50 percent to 100 percent beginning in
2012. 

Wyoming Identifies Strategies for Bringing Wind Energy to
Grid -- The Wyoming State Energy Office and Wyoming
Infrastructure Authority have released a study that examines
options for how the state can site and finance a "collector
system" to bring wind energy into the electric grid and
options for using existing natural gas resources to offset the
variability of wind resources.

Kentucky Explores Underground Carbon Storage Options --
Kentucky Governor Steven L. Beshear has approved a bill
establishing policies for how the state will address the
underground storage of carbon dioxide (CO2).

North Dakota Bill Would Consolidate P-20 Education as One
System -- A North Dakota House resolution would create a
new state department of education that would oversee all
public education, from early childhood through college.

Delaware Launches Data Coaching Initiative for Teachers --
The Delaware Department of Education will implement a
two-year data coaching program to help teachers use the
state's education data system to improve instruction and
learning.

Oregon Unveils Web-Based Business Tools -- Oregon
recently released Oregon Advantage, an online tool designed
to help new and existing businesses grow and create jobs.

Wyoming to Provide Limited Health Coverage to Low-Income
Workers -- Wyoming is expanding a limited coverage pilot
program created in 2010, known as "Healthy Frontiers."

Louisiana Moves to Coordinate Care for Child Behavior Health
-- Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal signed an executive
order to synchronize the efforts of child-serving agencies in
Louisiana, forming a statewide Coordinated System of Care
for youth with significant behavioral health needs.

Kentucky Bill Diverts Nonviolent Drug Offenders to Treatment

NGA Center Issue Brief and Webinar:
Maximizing the Impact of State Early
Childhood Home Visitation Programs --
The NGA Center's new issue brief,
Maximizing the Impact of State Early
Childhood Home Visiting Programs,
highlights promising state strategies to
improve the efficiency and outcomes of
these programs, including coordination
across agencies, research-based quality
standards and improved data linkages.

Complete College America Announces
Grant Competition for States --
Complete College America invites
governors from all 50 states to submit
proposals for one of 10 $1 million, 18-
month implementation grants to
develop and deploy innovative statewide
strategies to substantially increase
college completion. 

NGA Center Policy Institute on States
and Innovation: Setting the Stage for
Job Creation -- The NGA Center has
openings for your state to participate in
a Policy Institute on States and
Innovation: Setting the Stage for Job
Creation, to be held on March 24-25 in
Washington, D.C.

NGA Center Governors' Energy Advisors
Policy Institute -- The NGA Center is
inviting states to participate in a
Governors' Energy Advisors Policy
Institute April 5-6, 2011, and an
optional half-day Energy Technology 101
workshop on April 4, 2011. Both events
will take place in Arlington, Virginia. 

22618

mailto:jthomasian@nga.org
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State1
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State2
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State3
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State3
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State4
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State5
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State5
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State6
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State7
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State8
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State8
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State9
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#State10
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New1
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New1
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New1
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New2
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New2
http://www.completecollege.org/path_forward/innovation_challenge/
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New3
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New3
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New3
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New4
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid=a4322f6034b9e210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD#New4


-- Kentucky Governor Steven L. Beshear signed into law a
bill designed to reverse the Commonwealth's rising prison
population by diverting drug offenders into treatment rather
than prison.

Arkansas Bill Would Reform Sentencing to Reduce
Overcrowding -- Arkansas is considering a bill to revise
state prison sentencing to ease prison overcrowding.

 

Report Finds Wide Variations in Projected State Budget
Impacts from Health Law -- The Kaiser Commission on
Medicaid and the Uninsured released a report analyzing
various projections of the fiscal impact of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on state budgets.

Middle Grades Critical to Student Success -- A new report
from EdSource and Stanford University finds that middle
grades are critical to students' long-germ success.

Traffic Deaths at Lowest Point since 1950 -- New data from
the Federal Highway Administration shows that U.S. vehicle
miles traveled (VMT) for 2010 reached 3 trillion miles, the
third highest level ever recorded and the highest since 2007,
prior to the economic downturn.

State Government Pension Data Available Online -- A new
online tool has recently been launched that provides users
with state and local public pension data.

New Handbook for Campus Safety and Security Available --
The U.S. Department of Education has created a handbook
for colleges and universities to provide guidance for campus
officials in coordinating policies and procedures.

 

NGA Center Offers Technical Assistance
on Charter Schools -- The NGA Center
and Center for School Change (CSC) are
offering states tailored technical
assistance on topics related to state
charter public school policies.

 

March 24-25, 2011
Policy Institute on States and
Innovation for Economic Advisors
Washington, D.C.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

April 4-6, 2011
Institute for Governors Homeland
Security Advisors
Arlington, VA
Carmen Ferro, 202-624-5397

April 5-6, 2011 (Option Energy
Technology Day on April 4)
Governors Energy Advisors Policy
Institute
Arlington, VA
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

April 13-15, 2011
NGA Seminar of Governors
Schedulers and Communications
Directors
Washington, D.C.
Contact:  Nikki Guilford, 202-624-5422
or Jodi Omear, 202-624-5346

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart

 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-193100-
151306.4cc08f189213e8842a4a693c1a374e8a@talk.nga.org..
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Virginia Department of Social Services Launches
Unified Benefits Application -- Virginia Gov.
Bob McDonnell announced the launch of
CommonHelp, an easy to use and secure self-
service delivery system that will provide
Virginians with the ability to screen their
eligibility for public benefits, apply, check on
the status of applications, and update or renew

their information online.

Vermont Program Addresses Home Health Hazards -- Vermont Gov. Peter
Shumlin recently announced the receipt of a $1.7 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development to address health and safety
hazards in low-income housing around the state.

Rhode Island Institutes Statewide Cybersecurity Plan -- Rhode Island Gov.
Lincoln Chaffee announced the state's first strategic plan for cybersecurity. 

Massachusetts Expands Clean Energy Internship for College Students --
Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick announced the expansion of a state-run
program that provides college students with paid internships at Massachusetts-
based clean energy companies.

Tennessee Works to Minimize Effects of Medicaid Eligibility Changes --
Tennessee is asking the Medicaid managed care companies in that state to offer
a health insurance plan on the state's health insurance exchange that covers the
same care networks as the Medicaid plans to increase consistency in care for
those families whose Medicaid eligibility changes throughout a year.

Michigan Panel Suggests Ways to Link State Parks and Economic Development --
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder's Blue Ribbon Panel on State Parks and Outdoor
Recreation presented its recommendations to the governor, offering seven
strategies for improving the ability of state parks to meet the needs of Michigan
residents and visitors.

North Carolina Expands Pre-K Programs -- North Carolina Gov. Beverly Perdue
issued an executive order expanding the state's pre-kindergarten programs,
which will serve up to 6,300 additional children by January 1, 2013. 
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Utah Aims for 66 Percent Receiving College Degree or Certificate -- Utah Gov.
Gary Herbert announced the PACE plan to increase the number of adults with a
post-secondary degree or certification to 66 percent by 2020. 

Wisconsin Receives Innovation Award for Community Emergency Recovery
Guidebook -- The Economic Development Administration Disaster Recovery
Collaborative of Wisconsin recently received a 2012 Innovation Award from the
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) Research Foundation
for the Community Economic Recovery Guidebook.

 

States Have a Role in Making Consumer Health Care Data Available -- A recent
Health Affairs article examined the effects that high-deductible health plans have
on health spending. 

Report: Three-Strikes Laws May Not be Effective Crime Deterrent -- A report in
the California Journal of Politics and Policy found "three-strikes" laws have done
nothing to reduce crime rates in the states that have them.

Energy Production Straining U.S. Water Resources -- A new report from the
Government Accountability Office calls for improved planning and monitoring of
the nation's water supply as domestic energy production increases demand for
water.

Organization Proposes Model Charter School Law -- The Center for Education
Reform proposed a model charter school law for all states to use in crafting state
legislation.

Increased Earnings Depends on Continued, Targeted Workforce Training -- The
final report in a series covering the effects of the Work Advancement and Support
Center (WASC) on workers' earnings and levels of public assistance has been
released, providing an update on study participants three to four years after their
initial start in the program.

 

What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and

22621

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#State8
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#State9
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#State9
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#Other1
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#Other2
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#Other3
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#Other4
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/front--center-newsletters/2012--front--center-newsletters/col2-content/front--center---october-26-2012.html#Other5


aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.  
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
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and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of PEVs is an important goal for ensuring widespread
vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to share the latest
approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs. Speakers are
expected to include federal, state and private sector participants. This is the first
webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed to help state
share best practices and lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric
vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for call-in information.   
November 20th, 2012; 1:0 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
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7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.
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Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. Please contact Erin Sparks for registration information.
December 5th – 6th; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

Bidders Call – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 2nd, 2012 3:00 pm EST
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20th, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21st, 2012
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29th – 30th, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5th – 6th, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
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solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker

 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216204-
151306.4cc08f189213e8842a4a693c1a374e8a@talk.nga.org.
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To: NGA Front & Center
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Front & Center | December 7, 2012 | Full Index of this Week's Stories

Kentucky Launches Institute for Parent
Leadership -- Kentucky Gov. Steven L.
Beshear announced the creation of the
Governor's Commonwealth Institute for Parent
Leadership (GCIPL), an independent non-profit
organization designed to educate parents to be
leaders in Kentucky schools.

Indiana Releases Update to Career Tool -- The Indiana Department of Workforce
Development (DWD) has released the latest "Hoosier Hot 50" jobs list, a tool
which helps Indiana residents of all ages identify the skills they need for the
current job market and for jobs projected to grow in the future.

Michigan Governor Lays Out Energy and Environment Vision -- Michigan Gov.
Rick Snyder's recent special message on energy and the environment highlighted
the governor's plan for providing reliable and affordable energy and protecting
the state's most important environmental resources, particularly water.

Kansas State Employees to Participate in Weight Loss Challenge -- Kansas Gov.
Sam Brownback has issued a statewide Weight Loss Challenge for the 2013
legislative session. 

Alabama Initiates New Physical Fitness Assessment -- Beginning this school year,
Alabama students in Grades 2-12 will participate in the new Alabama Physical
Fitness Assessment (APFA).

Wyoming Public Suggests Energy Strategy Ideas -- Wyoming Gov. Matt Mead
released a list of more than 70 suggested initiatives that were submitted in
response to his call for public input into the state's energy strategy.

New York Forms Several Commissions to Improve Emergency Preparedness --
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo created three commissions that will conduct a
comprehensive review of the state's emergency preparedness and response
capabilities during natural disasters.

California Releases State Findings on Human Trafficking -- The California
Department of Justice released a report describing the state's progress in
combatting human trafficking since the formation of the California Alliance to
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Combat Trafficking and Slavery Task Force in 2007.

New Recommendations Released for Pennsylvania Child Protection Agencies --
The Pennsylvania Task Force on Child Protection, a panel created by the General
Assembly to review state laws and procedures governing child protection and the
reporting of child abuse, recently released a report with policy and statutory
recommendations that aim to increase accountability and coordination between
agencies that work with children who have suffered abuse.

 

New Report Summarizes State Health Insurance Exchange Decisions -- The Kaiser
Family Foundation released a report summarizing the types of health insurance
exchanges chosen by each state.

Learning Collaborative Suggests Medical Homes Could Reduce Developmental
Delays -- A National Academy for State Health Policy briefing highlighted lessons
learned from five states – Arkansas, Illinois, Minnesota, Oklahoma, and Oregon –
that participated in a learning collaborative to develop and test models that
might improve care coordination for children with or at risk of developmental
delay.

U.S. Electric Grid Vulnerable to Terrorist Attack -- According to a report by the
National Research Council, the United States' electric power delivery system is
vulnerable to terrorist attacks that could potentially cause more damage to the
system than natural disasters.

Price of Solar Photovoltaic Systems Continues to Fall -- The Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory released a report outlining the trends in the price of solar
photovoltaic (PV) systems over the past 14 years.

Startups Hire More, Pay Less than Older Firms -- A new report from the Ewing
Marion Kauffman Foundation uses the Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWI), a
research tool from the Census Bureau which was recently modified to provide
information on firm age and size, to shed light on hiring, turnover, and wages at
young businesses and startups.

State Collaboration on Assessments Could Lead to Cost Savings -- A Brookings
Institution report, Strength in Numbers: State Spending on K-12 Assessment
Systems, examines current state expenditures for assessment systems and
makes recommendations that could help decrease assessment costs.

 

Webinars

PEV Use in State Fleets: Current Success and Looking Ahead
State fleets can serve as an early test bed for advanced vehicle technologies and
help promote wider consumer acceptance. The National Governors Association
will invite a panel of fleet stakeholders to share innovative approaches for
managing and monitoring EV fleets and related infrastructure, including the use
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new tools and approaches. Additional speakers may include local and private
sector fleet managers who will share experiences and practices that can be
transferrable to the public sector. This is the second webinar of the State Electric
Vehicles Learning Network designed to help state share best practices and
lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric vehicles and plug-in
hybrids.
December 18, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

Policy Forum: Connecting Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
State teams are invited to participate in a policy forum focused on measures of
effective teaching, school leadership issues, and the connection between these
two important aspects of school and student success. 

The teams will spend the first day hearing from experts from the Gates’ Measures
of Effective Teaching project about their latest study results and its implications
for state policymaking. This half-day session will be followed by a two-day policy
forum focused on state strategies for preparing and continuously training school
leaders to evaluate and support teacher effectiveness. Other presenters will
include research, policy, and practice experts at the local, state, and national
levels. Participants will have opportunities to ask questions of presenters, engage
in facilitated discussion, and most importantly, work with team members to talk
about what they are learning and develop action plans for future work. This
forum is open to state teams of four individuals for up to sixteen states.
January 14 – 16, 2012; Raleigh, NC
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7801 (agenda); Simone Alexander, 202-624-
7801 (registration)

 

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12 – 14, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

School Leadership: Preparation and Training of School Leaders to
Evaluate and Support Teacher Effectiveness
December 13-14, 2012
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857

PEV Use in State Fleets: Current Success and Looking Ahead
December 18, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Policy Forum: Connecting Teacher and Leader Effectiveness
January 14 – 16, 2012; Raleigh, NC
Contact: Cortney Rowland, 202-624-7857
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The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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State News

Michigan Invests in Startups and Entrepreneurs -- Michigan
announced $25 million in awards through its 21st Century
Jobs Fund to help entrepreneurs launch and grow start-up
companies throughout the state.

Kentucky Designates Work Ready Communities -- Kentucky
is launching a program to designate communities as "work
ready" based on the quality of their labor force. Work Ready
status indicates that local workforces have the talent
necessary to staff existing jobs and to master the innovative
technologies new jobs will require in the future. The
certification is designed to give work-ready counties a
competitive advantage in attracting new business and jobs.

New York Integrates Universities with Economic Development
-- New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed legislation
that provides new capital funding to the state's public
university system and establishes the SUNY system as a
catalyst for the state's regionally-focused economic
development strategy. The NYSUNY 2020 Challenge Grant
Program will provide $140 million in new capital funding to
the four SUNY University Centers, enabling infrastructure
development to advance research and innovation.

Delaware Launches Comprehensive Broadband Pilot with
Comcast -- Delaware has partnered with Comcast to launch
Internet Essentials, a comprehensive broadband adoption
experiment.

Illinois Turning Roofs into Roads -- Illinois Governor Pat
Quinn has signed legislation that allows the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) to begin using asphalt
made from recycled roofing shingles for road construction
projects. The law aims to reduce the number of shingles that
end up in landfills as well as make state government more
cost-efficient. It also directs IDOT to use recycled materials
in its projects as much as possible, as long as there is no
negative impact on life-cycle cost. 

Virginia Adopts New Rules for Watershed Protection --
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell has signed eight pieces of
legislation aimed at enhancing water quality in the state's
watersheds and promoting the agricultural industry. 

New York to Promote Local Agriculture -- New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo has launched the "New York Fresh
Connect Farmers' Market" (FreshConnect) program to
increase the number of farmers' markets in the state and
expand the sale of locally-grown food.

States Invited to Participate in Regional
Summits on Growing State Economies --
As part of the yearlong NGA Chair's
Initiative on Growing State Economies,
the National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices will be hosting
four regional summits.

Webinar: Addressing Chronic Diseases
through Federally Qualified Health
Centers -- The NGA Center is hosting a
webinar on Wednesday, September 7
from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. ET to discuss
the role states can play in developing
systems of care coordination in FQHCs,
and how this impacts chronic diseases.

NGA Center Institute for Governors
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors -- The
NGA Center is inviting governors'
criminal justice policy advisors to
participate in the Institute for Governors
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors in
Annapolis, Maryland on September 26-
27, 2011.

Chair’s Initiative: Regional Summits
on Growing State Economies 
Hartford, CT, October 11–12
Nashville, TN, November 14-15 
*Date changed since original
announcement
Seattle, WA January 24-25, 2012; and 
Omaha, NE, April 24-25, 2012.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Health Insurance Exchange
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Illinois Launches Dental Home Initiative -- Illinois Governor
Pat Quinn signed legislation announcing a dental home
initiative and creation of an online database of physician
profiles.

Maryland Initiative Targets Parole Violators -- Maryland is
launching an initiative aimed at improving the way the state
deals with criminal offenders who violate the terms of their
parole or probation. To do so, the initiative will create a new
office to focus on identifying and prosecuting offenders who
violate the terms of their probation, enabling staff to
prosecute these cases in a more efficient and timely manner.

California Offers Blueprint for Great Schools -- California
State Superintendent, Tom Torkalson, released his plan for
reforming California's education system.

North Carolina Requires Pre-K Access for All Students --
North Carolina Governor Bev Perdue signed an executive
order aimed at ensuring high quality pre-k options are
available and accessible for all children. The order requires
the Department of Health and Human Services to work with
the Department of Public Instruction to craft a plan for
ensuring that all at-risk four year olds are accepted into a
pre-k program. The plan must identify existing barriers and
strategies for moving forward.

 

New Report Finds Judges Key to Effectiveness of Drug Courts
-- The Urban Institute released a report on a five-year study
of 23 drug courts and six comparison jurisdictions in eight
states that found drug court programs can significantly
decrease participant drug use and criminal behavior.

Report: Impact of a College Degree on Earnings -- A new
report from Georgetown University's Center on Education
and the Workforce builds upon earlier studies to determine
the degree to which a college education impacts lifetime
earnings, with the data disaggregated by occupation.

Report Recommends Policies to Stimulate Innovation -- A
new report from The Hamilton Project at The Brookings
Institution analyzes the critical role of innovation in American
economic growth and recommends several policies to
stimulate future innovation in science, technology, and
business.

Department of Energy Releases Hydraulic Fracturing
Recommendations -- A new report from the Shale Gas
Subcommittee of the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board
provides recommendations that can be undertaken
immediately by the natural gas industry to mitigate the
environmental impacts of shale gas production.

Linking Medicaid and Health Benefit Exchanges -- The Center
for Health Care Strategies released a policy brief addressing
issues that states interested in developing a state-operated
health benefit exchange should consider.

 

Workshop
September 8-9, Arlington, VA
Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395 

Webinar: Addressing Chronic
Diseases through Federally
Qualified Health Centers 
September 7, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. ET 
Jason Hsieh, 202-624-7803

Webinar: Identifying, Evaluating
and Scaling Best Practices in STEM
Education
September 15
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700 

Public Private Partnerships for
Transportation: A Workshop for
State Officials 
September 20-21
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

NGA 2011 Management Seminars
for Governors' Legal Counsels and
Appointments Directors
September 26-27
Christie Amberman, 202-624-5370

Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal
Effectiveness 
September 26-27
Richmond, Virginia
Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-5312 

Institute for Governors Criminal
Justice Policy Advisors 
September 26-27
Annapolis, Maryland 
Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311

 

Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform
October 3-4, 2011
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

Regional State Workshops on
Advancing Economic Development
through Clean Energy 
October 2011, TBD
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387

Growing State Economies through
Increasing Student and Worker
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) Skills 
December 2011
Durham, North Carolina
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700

 

The National Governors Association
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Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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Washington State Competition Focuses on
Mobile Software Apps -- Washington State's
Broadband Office, King County, and the City of
Seattle recently announced the winners from
the Evergreen Apps Challenge, an effort to
encourage local entrepreneurs to build mobile
software applications that can help people
create useful experiences from the data that

government creates on a day-to-day basis.

Virginia Launches College Graduate Earnings Database -- Virginia introduced a
database that shows how much graduates from particular programs earn 18
months after degree completion. 

Pennsylvania Launches Career Tool for Students and Job Seekers -- Gov. Tom
Corbett has unveiled "Pennsylvania Career Coach," a statewide, free online tool
designed to help Pennsylvania students and job seekers make lasting career
choices. 

California Offers Digital Textbooks to College Students -- California Gov. Jerry
Brown signed two bills into law that will increase access to free online textbooks
for undergraduate students.

Maryland Seeks to Improve Response to Power Outages -- A task force formed
by Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley following this summer's violent thunderstorms
has released its recommendations for preventing and managing power outages. 

Connecticut Releases Draft Energy Strategy -- Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy
has released a draft comprehensive energy strategy. 

October is Long Term Care Residents' Rights Month in South Dakota -- South
Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard has declared October Long Term Care Residents'
Rights Month. 

Hunters Help Feed the Hungry in Missouri -- Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon has
announced a partnership among the Conservation Federation of Missouri, the
Missouri Department of Conservation, local food banks, and meat processors to
donate venison provided by deer hunters to families in need.
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Report Offers Roadmap for Improving Early Reading Proficiency -- The Education
Commission of the States (ECS) released A Problem Still in Search of a Solution:
A State Policy Roadmap for Improving Early Reading Proficiency, which sets out a
policy model for states to use to improve student reading performance. 

States Continue Push to Improve Energy Efficiency -- The American Council for
an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE) has released its annual Energy Efficiency
Scorecard.

Strategic Placement Could Increase Purchase of Healthy Foods -- An article in the
New England Journal of Medicine looked at food placement in stores and how it
influences purchasing behavior. 

Survey: As State Budgets Improve, So Does Trust in Government -- According to
Gallup's annual governance survey, Americans are trusting more in their state
government.

 

What's New

The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.
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Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
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education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

 

Prescription Drug Abuse Policy Academy Meeting
October 22nd – 23rd, 2012; Montgomery, AL
Contact: Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 or Kelly Murphy, 202-624-7895

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker
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Front & Center will return next week.

What's New

RFA Available: Learning Network on Improving Birth Outcomes 
As governors continue to seek ways to reduce Medicaid costs while improving
care for beneficiaries, one area where some states are seeing success is reducing
preterm births.  Medicaid and CHIP cover nearly 50 percent of births
nationwide and there is a relatively high incidence of premature births across
the program.  The resulting medical complications of a preterm birth are not only
harmful for the infant, but directly translate into increased costs -- from 9 to 33
times the cost of a full-term delivery.

The National Governors Association has launched a Learning Network on
“Improving Birth Outcomes” to assist states in developing, implementing and
aligning their key policies and initiatives related to the improvement of birth
outcomes.  Over the next year, NGA will convene in-state sessions in 12 selected
states to facilitate this process. This will be the first of three opportunities to
apply for this Learning Network. There will be four states selected in each round,
which will include a networking conference to facilitate shared learning. 

Applications are due on November 21, and the first state visits will take place in
January. There will be a conference call on November 2 at 3:00 pm for those
interested in learning more about this opportunity. Contact us with any questions
and to receive the request for applications.
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Publications

Strategies for Curbing Health Insurance Costs for State Employees:
Benefit Design, Wellness Programs, and Data Mining
With continued strains on state budgets, governors are finding innovative ways
to do more with less across state government. Included in those budget strains
are the rising health care costs and rising insurance premiums for state employee
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health care benefits. A new issue brief by the National Governors Association
(NGA) examines ways to provide state employees with access to quality care at
lower costs rather than simply raising premiums or cutting health benefits.

This issue brief examines several models for employees’ insurance plans,
including:

Collecting and analyzing data to understand rising health care costs and
inform decisions about changes in health plans;
Offering wellness programs and incentives for state employees to improve
health outcomes by preventing chronic diseases and reducing the costs of
treatment; and
Introducing new health benefit plans such as high-deductible or consumer
driven health plans; health plans designed to maximize the value of
expenditures; and plans that offer tiered or limited provider networks.

Contact: Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395

 

Health Policy Resource Center Now Available
The National Governors Association (NGA) today unveiled a new website, State
Health Policy Options. The site, http://statepolicyoptions.nga.org/, is a virtual
resource center developed by NGA that will make it easier to explore potential
solutions to health policy problems that state policymakers face. The website also
will provide policymakers with innovative approaches from expert analysis and
the experience of states in their efforts to improve health care access,
affordability and quality.

The website focuses on various topics, including:

Planning for 2014: Provides information and analysis relevant to health
insurance exchanges, Medicaid and insurance subsidy and tax credit policies
that increase health insurance coverage once the Affordable Care Act
changes required by 2014 come into effect;
Cost Containment: Examines state initiatives to reduce Medicaid costs
and maintain access to quality care for beneficiaries;
Improving System Performance: Explores ways to lower health care
costs, improve the quality of care and provide access to many people as
possible;
Prevention and Health Promotion: Considers how states can use their
various roles to promote better health among state residents;
Workforce: Focuses on how states can develop effective workforce
planning and development strategies to respond to the growing demand on
health care; and
Health Information Technology: Shares ways to improve system
performance, support patient self-management, support widespread
adoption of electronic health records and design effective health information
exchanges.

Each of the topic areas includes policy options for states; case studies of state-
led efforts; federal regulations, guidance and grant opportunities for states; and
expert sources with subject matter expertise.
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Contact: Josette Gbemudu, 202-624-5325

Webinars

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
Consumer acceptance of PEVs is an important goal for ensuring widespread
vehicle adoption. NGA will invite a panel of speakers to share the latest
approaches to increase public awareness and acceptance of EVs. Speakers are
expected to include federal, state and private sector participants. This is the first
webinar of the State Electric Vehicles Learning Network, designed to help state
share best practices and lessons learned that advance the deployment of electric
vehicles and plug-in hybrids (PEVs). Please contact us for call-in information.   
November 20th, 2012; 1:0 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

Meetings

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
Currently more than half of the states administer high-stakes exit examinations
to students by tying passage of minimum standards tests to high school
graduation. The implementation of the CCSS provides an opening for states to
raise the question about whether they plan to continue tying the results of high
school assessments to graduation decisions, and if so, what transition steps are
necessary in light of the new standards and assessments.

In an effort to engage these issues, NGA invites up to eight state teams to
participate in a conversation about high stakes assessments. Participation is on a
first-come, first-serve basis. State teams may consist of up to three individuals,
including the governor’s education policy advisor, state department of education
representative (deputy or assistant secretary level or higher is required), state
board of education member and/or state legislator (such as chair of
House/Senate education committee).
November 13th, 2012; 1:00 – 6:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
The CCSS present an unprecedented opportunity to ensure that recent high
school graduates come to college or a career-training program ready for success
in credit-bearing work. Involvement of postsecondary educators and faculty in
the implementation of these standards is key to their ultimate success, as they
affect areas such as preparation for postsecondary success, in- and pre-service
teacher and leader education, and placement of students. While many states and
postsecondary institutions are engaged in these efforts, support for
postsecondary decision-maker involvement has been less robust than it needs to
be if these efforts are to be successful.

To advance conversations regarding these issues, NGA invites teams of two (2)
from up to eight (8) states to participate in a conversation about postsecondary
transition issues. This meeting will be held back-to-back with the High Stakes
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Assessment policy forum. Teams may participate in one or both meetings.
Participation is on a first-come, first-serve basis. State teams should include the
governor's education policy advisor and one higher education official from the
higher education executive office or postsecondary system office. 
November 14th, 2012; 8:30am – 12:00 EST; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801(registration); Ryan Reyna, 202-624-
7820 or Travis Reindl, 202-624-5379 (subject matter)

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
The NGA Center’s Education Division will hold a learning lab in Chicago on Illinois’
efforts to link principals’ professional development and the state’s early childhood
education goals. Participants will also hear about how Illinois’ principal
preparation redesign is part of a larger state effort to strengthen linkages
between early learning and Pre-K to 12 state policies.

Interested states should submit contact information for up to four state team
members by September 21st. The team must include the governor’s education
policy advisor or senior designee and a representative from your state’s early
childhood advisory council. The NGA Center will reimburse for travel and
expenses for up to six teams on a first come, first serve basis. Please contact
Amanda Szekely for more information.
November 28th – 29th; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

National Summit on Government Redesign
Over the past few years, governors have been leading their states to redesign
policies and processes in an effort to reduce costs and improve efficiency.  The
summit will allow state teams to learn about best practices and share
experiences around those efforts to reform and streamline state government.
Participants will hear from national experts and their peers in other states on
topics such as reforming pensions and benefits to attract the state workforce of
the future, changing Medicaid to constrain cost growth, managing K-12 and
higher education budgets to promote efficiency, using data to design effective
policies and track performance, and communicating redesign results to
constituents.

Participating individuals or teams should be appointed by the
governor. Teams should be comprised of senior state leaders such as, budget
directors, policy directors, agency directors, and chiefs of staff, who are in a
position to develop and implement substantial changes in policies and practices.
Travel-related expenses will be covered for up to two participants from each
state. Please contact Erin Sparks for registration information.
December 5th – 6th; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

 

Bidders Call – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 2nd, 2012 3:00 pm EST
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

High Stakes Assessment and the Common Core
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November 13th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Postsecondary Transitions and the Common Core
November 14th, 2012; Boston, MA
Contact: Simone Alexander, 202-624-7801

Education and Outreach to Engage Consumers in Buying PEVs
November 20th, 2012; 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm EST
Contact: Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

RFA Due – Birth Outcomes Learning Network 
November 21st, 2012
Contact: Brian Osberg, 202-624-5322

Preparing Effective Pre-K to 12 School Leaders: Learning from Illinois’
Experience
November 28th – 29th, 2012; Chicago, IL
Contact: Amanda Szekely, 202-624-5357

Policy Academy Meeting – Resource Reallocation in Education
November 29th – 30th, 2012; Phoenix, AZ
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

National Summit on Government Redesign 
December 5th – 6th, 2012; Arlington, VA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Intergovernmental Meeting with the U.S. Department of Energy on
Cleanup of Nuclear Weapons Sites
December 12th – 14th, 2012; New Orleans, LA
Contact: Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628

 

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices develops innovative
solutions to today's most pressing public policy challenges and is the nation's
only research and development firm that directly serves the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Amanda Dunker

 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216323-
151306.4cc08f189213e8842a4a693c1a374e8a@talk.nga.org.

22643

mailto:salexander@nga.org?subject=High%20Stakes%20Assessment%20Meeting
mailto:salexander@nga.org?subject=Postsecondary%20Transitions%20and%20the%20Common%20Core%20meeting
mailto:gdierkers@nga.org?subject=EV%20Learning%20Network
mailto:bosberg@nga.org?subject=Birth%20Outcomes%20Learning%20Network
mailto:aszekely@nga.org
mailto:rreyna@nga.org
mailto:esparks@nga.org?subject=Redesign%20conference
mailto:akambour@nga.org
http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/CBPBROCHURE.pdf
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices.html
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/center-publications.html
mailto:webmaster@nga.org?subject=Contact--Amanda Dunker


From: John Thomasian

To: Andrew Silvestri

Subject: Front & Center: Free Tuition; Energy Competition; Parole and Reentry; Medicaid Waiver; Innovation
Date: Friday, February 04, 2011 5:52:06 AM

 

NGA  Center  for  Best  Practices.  Front  and  Center  -  NGA  Center's  Weekly  Report  to  State  Policymakers

Front & Center | February 4, 2011 | Full Index of this Week's Stories

State News

Louisiana Proposes Higher Ed Reforms to Increase Outcomes
-- Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal has proposed legislation
to reform the state's higher education system by updating
tuition policies and establishing standards for higher
outcomes among institutions.

Missouri to Expand Free Tuition Program -- Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon intends to expand the state's A-Plus
program to provide free community college tuition to all high
school students in the state who meet academic and family
income guidelines.

South Dakota Bill Would Require Annual Principal Evaluation
-- South Dakota is considering a bill that would require
each school district to annually evaluate the performance of
school principals.

Kansas Launches Energy Savings Competition -- Kansas
Governor Sam Brownback has launched the 2011 Take
Charge! Challenge to encourage energy conservation in the
state with a competitive grant reward.

Minnesota Governor Streamlines Environmental Permitting
Process -- Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton has signed an
executive order that accelerates and simplifies the
environmental review and permitting process in the state.

Maryland Streamlines Business Processes -- Maryland
Governor Martin O'Malley has launched Maryland Made Easy,
an economic development initiative designed to help
businesses grow and create jobs by streamlining processes,
simplifying regulations and improving communication.

Pennsylvania Governor Plans Government Redesign --
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett has unveiled a reform
plan to improve efficiency, fiscal responsibility and
accountability in the state's government as part of a goal to
reduce the cost of state government by 10 percent during his
four-year term. 

Massachusetts Proposes Consolidating Parole and Reentry
Programs -- Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick has
outlined a proposal to combine the reentry and community
supervision programs within the Executive Office of Public
Safety and Security.

Vermont Governor Wants Reforms for Nonviolent Offenders --
Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin has proposed reforming
the state's management of non-violent offenders to reduce

NGA Center Report Provides Guidance
for States on Clean Energy Financing
Programs -- To help states consider
innovative clean energy program
financing options that maximize state
resources, the NGA Center released the
State Clean Energy Financing
Guidebook. The Guidebook helps states
consider three important elements of a
clean energy financing program: sources
of capital including bonds, state
revenues and private capital.

NGA Center Policy Institute on States
and Innovation: Setting the Stage for
Job Creation -- The NGA Center is
pleased to invite your state to
participate in a Policy Institute on States
and Innovation: Setting the Stage for
Job Creation, to be held on March 24-25
in Washington, D.C. 

The Institute will focus on what
governors can do to improve the
economy and create jobs. The meeting
will provide an opportunity for
governors' top economic advisors to
discuss promising ideas and brainstorm
with their peers. We invite you to send
a high-level team that includes your
economic policy advisor and perhaps the
head of your Commerce Department or
other state economic development
entity. Travel-related expenses will be
covered for one participant from each
state. If you are interested in attending
this Institute, please contact Erin
Sparks. 
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offender recidivism and help the state close a $176 million
budget shortfall.

Michigan Considers Updates to Judicial System -- The
Michigan Judicial Crossroads Task Force (JCTF) has released
a report recommending changes to the Michigan judicial
system to cut costs and spend taxpayer dollars more
strategically.

Arizona Governor Requests Medicaid Waiver -- Arizona
Governor Jan Brewer submitted a request to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services for a waiver that
would allow Arizona to suspend Medicaid coverage for certain
groups.

Illinois Governor Signs Medicaid Reforms into Law -- Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn signed legislation containing several
reforms to the state's Medicaid system that that are aimed at
containing costs by reducing waste and fraud and requiring a
focus on preventative care. 
 

Study: States Need More Primary Care Capacity for Medicaid
-- A study by The George Washington University School of
Public Health Services published in the New England Journal
of Medicine, found that when Medicaid eligibility expansion
requirements mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) go into full effect in 2014, states
with limited primary care capacity will experience a shortage
of physicians, nurse practitioners and physician assistants.

Report Examines Progress in Cyber Security -- A report
released by the Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) Commission on Cyber Security examines the progress
the U.S. has made in cyber security in the last two years.

U.S. Students Not Demonstrating Proficiency in Science --
Most students are not demonstrating proficiency in science,
according to the results of a 2009 revamped National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

New Report Analyzes Link Between Transportation, Economic
Development -- The Bipartisan Policy Center has issued a
new report that looks at how transportation policies affect
short- and long-term economic growth.

Online Tool Provides Tax Credit Information for Working
Families -- A new online resource provides information on
federal and state tax credits that affect working families
including the Property Tax Circuit Breaker, the Earned
Income Tax, Child and Dependent Care Tax and the Child
Tax Credit.

 

NGA Website Highlights Governors'
Redesign Efforts -- The NGA Center is
maintaining a State Government
Redesign page highlighting governors'
efforts to redesign and downsize state
government as states face a protracted
budget crisis like none seen in the last
30 years, and perhaps not seen since
the Great Depression.

Over the next several years, governors
will continue to grapple with hard
choices concerning government's roles,
responsibilities, and organization as
states begin the slow recovery after the
recession. The website offers resources
that describe the current fiscal
environment for states and some of the
efforts underway to redesign
government to meet new austere fiscal
realities. 

NGA Center Offers Technical Assistance
on Charter Schools -- The NGA Center
and Center for School Change (CSC) are
offering states tailored technical
assistance on topics related to state
charter public school policies. There are
also limited financial resources available
from CSC to support meeting expenses
related to technical assistance requests.
The T.A. must be requested by a
governor's office via the attached form
and completed by August 31, 2011.
Applications for assistance will be
accepted on a rolling basis.

 

February 26-28, 2011
Washington, DC
NGA Winter Meeting
Contact: Lauren Stewart, 202-624-5332

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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State News

Michigan Invests in Startups and Entrepreneurs -- Michigan
announced $25 million in awards through its 21st Century
Jobs Fund to help entrepreneurs launch and grow start-up
companies throughout the state.

Kentucky Designates Work Ready Communities -- Kentucky
is launching a program to designate communities as "work
ready" based on the quality of their labor force. Work Ready
status indicates that local workforces have the talent
necessary to staff existing jobs and to master the innovative
technologies new jobs will require in the future. The
certification is designed to give work-ready counties a
competitive advantage in attracting new business and jobs.

New York Integrates Universities with Economic Development
-- New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed legislation
that provides new capital funding to the state's public
university system and establishes the SUNY system as a
catalyst for the state's regionally-focused economic
development strategy. The NYSUNY 2020 Challenge Grant
Program will provide $140 million in new capital funding to
the four SUNY University Centers, enabling infrastructure
development to advance research and innovation.

Delaware Launches Comprehensive Broadband Pilot with
Comcast -- Delaware has partnered with Comcast to launch
Internet Essentials, a comprehensive broadband adoption
experiment.

Illinois Turning Roofs into Roads -- Illinois Governor Pat
Quinn has signed legislation that allows the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) to begin using asphalt
made from recycled roofing shingles for road construction
projects. The law aims to reduce the number of shingles that
end up in landfills as well as make state government more
cost-efficient. It also directs IDOT to use recycled materials
in its projects as much as possible, as long as there is no
negative impact on life-cycle cost. 

Virginia Adopts New Rules for Watershed Protection --
Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell has signed eight pieces of
legislation aimed at enhancing water quality in the state's
watersheds and promoting the agricultural industry. 

New York to Promote Local Agriculture -- New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo has launched the "New York Fresh
Connect Farmers' Market" (FreshConnect) program to
increase the number of farmers' markets in the state and
expand the sale of locally-grown food.

States Invited to Participate in Regional
Summits on Growing State Economies --
As part of the yearlong NGA Chair's
Initiative on Growing State Economies,
the National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices will be hosting
four regional summits.

Webinar: Addressing Chronic Diseases
through Federally Qualified Health
Centers -- The NGA Center is hosting a
webinar on Wednesday, September 7
from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. ET to discuss
the role states can play in developing
systems of care coordination in FQHCs,
and how this impacts chronic diseases.

NGA Center Institute for Governors
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors -- The
NGA Center is inviting governors'
criminal justice policy advisors to
participate in the Institute for Governors
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors in
Annapolis, Maryland on September 26-
27, 2011.

Chair’s Initiative: Regional Summits
on Growing State Economies 
Hartford, CT, October 11–12
Nashville, TN, November 14-15 
*Date changed since original
announcement
Seattle, WA January 24-25, 2012; and 
Omaha, NE, April 24-25, 2012.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Health Insurance Exchange
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Illinois Launches Dental Home Initiative -- Illinois Governor
Pat Quinn signed legislation announcing a dental home
initiative and creation of an online database of physician
profiles.

Maryland Initiative Targets Parole Violators -- Maryland is
launching an initiative aimed at improving the way the state
deals with criminal offenders who violate the terms of their
parole or probation. To do so, the initiative will create a new
office to focus on identifying and prosecuting offenders who
violate the terms of their probation, enabling staff to
prosecute these cases in a more efficient and timely manner.

California Offers Blueprint for Great Schools -- California
State Superintendent, Tom Torkalson, released his plan for
reforming California's education system.

North Carolina Requires Pre-K Access for All Students --
North Carolina Governor Bev Perdue signed an executive
order aimed at ensuring high quality pre-k options are
available and accessible for all children. The order requires
the Department of Health and Human Services to work with
the Department of Public Instruction to craft a plan for
ensuring that all at-risk four year olds are accepted into a
pre-k program. The plan must identify existing barriers and
strategies for moving forward.

 

New Report Finds Judges Key to Effectiveness of Drug Courts
-- The Urban Institute released a report on a five-year study
of 23 drug courts and six comparison jurisdictions in eight
states that found drug court programs can significantly
decrease participant drug use and criminal behavior.

Report: Impact of a College Degree on Earnings -- A new
report from Georgetown University's Center on Education
and the Workforce builds upon earlier studies to determine
the degree to which a college education impacts lifetime
earnings, with the data disaggregated by occupation.

Report Recommends Policies to Stimulate Innovation -- A
new report from The Hamilton Project at The Brookings
Institution analyzes the critical role of innovation in American
economic growth and recommends several policies to
stimulate future innovation in science, technology, and
business.

Department of Energy Releases Hydraulic Fracturing
Recommendations -- A new report from the Shale Gas
Subcommittee of the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board
provides recommendations that can be undertaken
immediately by the natural gas industry to mitigate the
environmental impacts of shale gas production.

Linking Medicaid and Health Benefit Exchanges -- The Center
for Health Care Strategies released a policy brief addressing
issues that states interested in developing a state-operated
health benefit exchange should consider.

 

Workshop
September 8-9, Arlington, VA
Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395 

Webinar: Addressing Chronic
Diseases through Federally
Qualified Health Centers 
September 7, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. ET 
Jason Hsieh, 202-624-7803

Webinar: Identifying, Evaluating
and Scaling Best Practices in STEM
Education
September 15
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700 

Public Private Partnerships for
Transportation: A Workshop for
State Officials 
September 20-21
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

NGA 2011 Management Seminars
for Governors' Legal Counsels and
Appointments Directors
September 26-27
Christie Amberman, 202-624-5370

Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal
Effectiveness 
September 26-27
Richmond, Virginia
Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-5312 

Institute for Governors Criminal
Justice Policy Advisors 
September 26-27
Annapolis, Maryland 
Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311

 

Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform
October 3-4, 2011
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

Regional State Workshops on
Advancing Economic Development
through Clean Energy 
October 2011, TBD
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387

Growing State Economies through
Increasing Student and Worker
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) Skills 
December 2011
Durham, North Carolina
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700

 

The National Governors Association
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State News

Nebraska Program to Mentor Small Businesses -- Nebraska
is launching a business-to-business mentorship program to
strengthen Nebraska small businesses and startups.

New Jersey Doubles R&D Tax Credit -- New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie recently unveiled a spending plan
that would increase the state's R&D tax credit for
corporations from 50 percent to 100 percent beginning in
2012. 

Wyoming Identifies Strategies for Bringing Wind Energy to
Grid -- The Wyoming State Energy Office and Wyoming
Infrastructure Authority have released a study that examines
options for how the state can site and finance a "collector
system" to bring wind energy into the electric grid and
options for using existing natural gas resources to offset the
variability of wind resources.

Kentucky Explores Underground Carbon Storage Options --
Kentucky Governor Steven L. Beshear has approved a bill
establishing policies for how the state will address the
underground storage of carbon dioxide (CO2).

North Dakota Bill Would Consolidate P-20 Education as One
System -- A North Dakota House resolution would create a
new state department of education that would oversee all
public education, from early childhood through college.

Delaware Launches Data Coaching Initiative for Teachers --
The Delaware Department of Education will implement a
two-year data coaching program to help teachers use the
state's education data system to improve instruction and
learning.

Oregon Unveils Web-Based Business Tools -- Oregon
recently released Oregon Advantage, an online tool designed
to help new and existing businesses grow and create jobs.

Wyoming to Provide Limited Health Coverage to Low-Income
Workers -- Wyoming is expanding a limited coverage pilot
program created in 2010, known as "Healthy Frontiers."

Louisiana Moves to Coordinate Care for Child Behavior Health
-- Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal signed an executive
order to synchronize the efforts of child-serving agencies in
Louisiana, forming a statewide Coordinated System of Care
for youth with significant behavioral health needs.

Kentucky Bill Diverts Nonviolent Drug Offenders to Treatment

NGA Center Issue Brief and Webinar:
Maximizing the Impact of State Early
Childhood Home Visitation Programs --
The NGA Center's new issue brief,
Maximizing the Impact of State Early
Childhood Home Visiting Programs,
highlights promising state strategies to
improve the efficiency and outcomes of
these programs, including coordination
across agencies, research-based quality
standards and improved data linkages.

Complete College America Announces
Grant Competition for States --
Complete College America invites
governors from all 50 states to submit
proposals for one of 10 $1 million, 18-
month implementation grants to
develop and deploy innovative statewide
strategies to substantially increase
college completion. 

NGA Center Policy Institute on States
and Innovation: Setting the Stage for
Job Creation -- The NGA Center has
openings for your state to participate in
a Policy Institute on States and
Innovation: Setting the Stage for Job
Creation, to be held on March 24-25 in
Washington, D.C.

NGA Center Governors' Energy Advisors
Policy Institute -- The NGA Center is
inviting states to participate in a
Governors' Energy Advisors Policy
Institute April 5-6, 2011, and an
optional half-day Energy Technology 101
workshop on April 4, 2011. Both events
will take place in Arlington, Virginia. 
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-- Kentucky Governor Steven L. Beshear signed into law a
bill designed to reverse the Commonwealth's rising prison
population by diverting drug offenders into treatment rather
than prison.

Arkansas Bill Would Reform Sentencing to Reduce
Overcrowding -- Arkansas is considering a bill to revise
state prison sentencing to ease prison overcrowding.

 

Report Finds Wide Variations in Projected State Budget
Impacts from Health Law -- The Kaiser Commission on
Medicaid and the Uninsured released a report analyzing
various projections of the fiscal impact of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on state budgets.

Middle Grades Critical to Student Success -- A new report
from EdSource and Stanford University finds that middle
grades are critical to students' long-germ success.

Traffic Deaths at Lowest Point since 1950 -- New data from
the Federal Highway Administration shows that U.S. vehicle
miles traveled (VMT) for 2010 reached 3 trillion miles, the
third highest level ever recorded and the highest since 2007,
prior to the economic downturn.

State Government Pension Data Available Online -- A new
online tool has recently been launched that provides users
with state and local public pension data.

New Handbook for Campus Safety and Security Available --
The U.S. Department of Education has created a handbook
for colleges and universities to provide guidance for campus
officials in coordinating policies and procedures.

 

NGA Center Offers Technical Assistance
on Charter Schools -- The NGA Center
and Center for School Change (CSC) are
offering states tailored technical
assistance on topics related to state
charter public school policies.

 

March 24-25, 2011
Policy Institute on States and
Innovation for Economic Advisors
Washington, D.C.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

April 4-6, 2011
Institute for Governors Homeland
Security Advisors
Arlington, VA
Carmen Ferro, 202-624-5397

April 5-6, 2011 (Option Energy
Technology Day on April 4)
Governors Energy Advisors Policy
Institute
Arlington, VA
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789

April 13-15, 2011
NGA Seminar of Governors
Schedulers and Communications
Directors
Washington, D.C.
Contact:  Nikki Guilford, 202-624-5422
or Jodi Omear, 202-624-5346
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State News

California Creates Clean Energy Program for High School
Students -- California Governor Jerry Brown has signed a
law expanding the state's partnership academies program to
include job training in the clean energy sector.

New Hampshire Redoubles Effort to Reduce State Energy Use
-- New Hampshire Governor John Lynch has signed an
executive order directing state agencies to further reduce
fossil fuel usage after successfully meeting the requirements
of a previous executive order. 

Indiana Education Reforms Include New Teacher Evaluations
-- Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels' education reform agenda
gained momentum this week, with several measures
receiving legislative approval, including changes in teacher
collective bargaining, the usage of teacher merit pay and the
creation of a school voucher program. 

Michigan Proposes Integrated Education System -- Michigan
Governor Rick Snyder is proposing to transform the
education departments into a single, integrated system
spanning from early childhood education through the
postsecondary education.

Maryland Launches Five-Year Economic Plan -- Maryland's
Economic Development Commission recently released a five-
year strategic economic development plan, Charting
Maryland's Economic Path: Discovery, Diversity &
Opportunity.

States Reform Workers Compensation Systems -- Kansas
and Montana each recently passed legislation to update their
workers compensation systems to better serve both
employers and employees.

Colorado to Use Risk Assessment Sentencing -- Colorado
Governor John Hickenlooper has signed legislation requiring
that presentence reports include offender risk-needs
assessments so that judges can impose sentences that
address an offender's individual characteristics.

Nevada Considers Sentencing Reforms to Lower Prison
Populations -- Nevada is considering legislation aimed at
reducing the state's prison population.

Maryland Launches Career Site for Servicemembers --
Maryland has launched the Mil2FedJobs Web portal, located
on the Maryland Workforce Exchange, to directly match
transitioning service members with careers in the federal

NGA Center Web Conference: State
Efforts to Reduce Childhood Hunger --
The NGA Center will host a web
conference examining how states can
address childhood hunger today, April
29, 2011, from 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. ET.
The web conference will provide an
opportunity to learn about food
insecurity among children, the effects of
hunger on child outcomes and how
governors are at the forefront of efforts
to reduce hunger among kids.
Discussions will focus on how states are
using data, critical partnerships,
targeted outreach and leadership to
address and reduce childhood hunger.
To register for the event, please contact
Karen Krause at 202-624-7835. 

NGA Center Cybercrime and Forensic
Sciences Executive Policy Forum -- The
NGA Center is inviting governors'
criminal justice policy advisors to
participate in the Cybercrime and
Forensic Sciences Executive Policy
Forum in Snowbird, Utah, on June 9-10,
2011. The meeting will feature scenario-
based sessions and facilitated
discussions led by experts in forensic
sciences, corrections and criminal justice
policy. The NGA Center will provide
travel and lodging reimbursement for
one participant per state.

If interested, please contact Alisha
Powell at 202-624-3598, or Jeff McLeod
at 202-624-5311.
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government.

Competitive Bidding for Massachusetts Health Program Yields
Savings -- Massachusetts' health insurance program for
low income adults, Commonwealth Care, has yielded an
estimated $80 million in savings for 2012 as a result of the
competitive bidding process for managed care organizations
(MCOs).

Michigan Law: Doctors Can Express Sympathy without
Admission of Liability -- Michigan Governor Rick Snyder
signed legislation that will allow medical providers to express
sympathy to patients and families without fear of self-
incrimination.

 

 

CEO Coalition Releases State Reports on STEM Education --
A new report on the condition of STEM learning in all 50
states and the District of Columbia has been released by
Change the Equation, a coalition of 110 corporate CEOs
focused on deepening American students' learning in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

U.S. Releases Full Annual Energy Outlook -- The U.S. Energy
Information Administration has released the full version of
its Annual Energy Outlook 2011, analyzing trends in energy
production and consumption and projecting the state of the
energy sector through 2035.

U.S. Chamber Highlights Importance of Non-Baccalaureate
Degrees -- The U.S. Chamber of Commerce released a
report identifying the demand for workers with career
credentials and associate's degrees in the United States, and
a lack of awareness among business and education leaders.

Report Finds Cyber Attacks on Infrastructure Rising -- A new
study by McAfee and the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) found an accelerated increase in
cyber attacks on critical infrastructure such as power grids,
oil, gas and water, with 80 percent of those surveyed having
faced a large-scale denial of service attack over the past
year.

Report Analyzes Implications of Multi-State Health Insurance
Exchanges -- A report released by the Urban Institute and
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation examines
considerations for states in forming multi-state health
insurance exchanges.

 

 

May 1-2, 2011
Governors’ Education Symposium
Washington D.C.
Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-
5312

May 25, 2011
Expert Roundtable on High School
Accountability
Washington, D.C.
Contact: Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

June 9-11, 2011
Governors’ Education, Workforce,
and Economic Development
Advisors Institute
Seattle, WA
Contact: Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794
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State News

Nebraska Improves Truancy Policies to Target At-Risk
Students -- Nebraska Governor Dave Heineman outlined a
plan to increase student achievement by strengthening
truancy policies.

California Unveils New Economic Agenda -- California
unveiled its new agenda for economic and workforce
development, with the goal of transitioning the state to a
production-based economy through sustainable growth and
job creation. The transition rests on eight pillars including
exports, manufacturing, innovation, the clean economy,
improving skills and opportunities, infrastructure, regional
strengths, and organizational streamlining.

Iowa Enhances Workforce Delivery System -- Iowa
announced revisions to its workforce delivery system,
transitioning to a coordinated statewide model of regional
one-stop centers and local access points.The Iowa Workforce
Development agency is managing the process of reworking
the state's workforce delivery system, with the goal of
providing services more quickly and efficiently to state
residents. The new system will feature 16 regional integrated
one-stop offices and three satellite locations, and hundreds
of access points in local communities.

New York Medicaid Program Approved for Care Coordination
Pilots -- The New York State Department of Health will
develop two new initiatives to improve the care Medicaid
patients receive in hospital outpatient clinics. These
demonstration projects are supported through New York's
federal Section 1115 waiver—called the Partnership Plan—
and are authorized to operate through December 31, 2014.

Michigan Gives Providers Access to Drug Tracking Database -
- Michigan Governor Rick Snyder signed legislation that
allows health practitioners who are authorized to prescribe
controlled substances to access an electronic database that
the Department of Community Health maintains to track
prescriptions written and filled for controlled substances.
Previously, health professionals did not have access to
review their own prescribing history and could not determine
if prescriptions attributed to them were dispensed accurately.

Illinois Legislation Lets Sex Trafficking Victims Remove
Prostitution Convictions -- Illinois Governor Pat Quinn has
signed legislation that gives victims of sex trafficking an
opportunity to remove prostitution convictions from their
criminal records. Victims of human trafficking are often
forced into prostitution and have to serve sentences for

States Invited to Participate in Regional
Summits on Growing State Economies --
As part of the yearlong NGA Chair's
Initiative on Growing State Economies,
the National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices will be hosting
four regional summits.

Identifying, Evaluating and Scaling Best
Practices in STEM Education -- NGA
Center is hosting a webinar on
Thursday, September 15 from3:00 –
4:00 p.m. ET to discuss identifying,
evaluating, and scaling best practices in
STEM Education.

NGA Center Workshop: Public Private
Partnerships for Transportation -- The
NGA Center is partnering with the
National Conference of State
Legislatures to create a Workshop on
Public-Private Partnerships in
Transportation (P3 Workshop)
September 20-21, 2011 in
Washington D.C. 

NGA 2011 Management Seminars for
Governors' Legal Counsels and
Appointments Directors -- The NGA
Office of Management Consulting &
Training invites governors' legal
counsels and directors of appointments
to boards and commissions to
participate in concurrent management
seminars to be held in Annapolis,
Maryland on September 26-27, 2011.

NGA Center Institute for Governors
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crimes they do not willingly commit. Prostitution convictions
can affect the victim's ability to obtain employment,
education, housing, and often parental rights.

Utah Residents Can Text Crime Tips -- A Utah program that
allows the public to submit crime tips through texting, a
smartphone app, or online has been expanded to over 50
law enforcement agencies. Known as TipSoft, the program
allows residents to report crimes anonymously through
encrypted text.

Northeastern States Sign Pact to Combat Highway Toll
Evasion -- Three New England states—Maine,
Massachusetts, and New Hampshire—have signed
reciprocity agreements that will improve their ability to
punish drivers who fail to pay highway tolls across state
lines. Under the agreements, the states will share motor
vehicle registration information and toll violation records so
that each state can better recoup toll losses and ensure that
penalties for repeat out-of-state toll violators are enforced..

Arkansas Disposal Well Moratorium to Address Earthquakes -
- The Arkansas Oil and Gas Commission has issued an order
that places a moratorium on deep injection disposal wells for
natural gas drilling fluids in a part of the state that has been
subject to earthquakes. The order imposes a moratorium on
new Class II commercial disposal wells—in which fluids used
in the drilling of oil and gas wells are injected deep
underground—and well permits in a 1,150 square mile area
in the central part of the state.

 

New Report Ranks State Entrepreneurial Activity -- The new
State Entrepreneurial Index was released, evaluating and
ranking states' entrepreneurial activity based on five
components of business formation and innovation. The top
five states for entrepreneurship are New York,
Washington, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Oregon.
States with the most significant increases in entrepreneurial
activity since 2008 include Oregon, Delaware, Kentucky,
Texas, and Rhode Island.

New Report Measures Colleges' Debt to Degree Ratio --
Education Sector's new report, "Debt to Degree: A New Way
of Measuring College Success," identifies debt burdens per
degree and identifies potential reasons for the wide variation
in debt to degree ratios across states.

Lessons Learned from Top-Performing Hospitals -- The
Commonwealth Fund released a report that highlights
lessons learned from four high- performing hospitals in
Minnesota, Mississippi, and Oregon. These hospitals
earned top honors by providing higher quality care, shorter
than expected lengths of stays, and no readmissions within
14 days. The hospital met those three standards for at least
three of the following procedures: coronary artery bypass
graft, percutaneous coronary intervention, acute myocardial
infarction, or pneumonia.

Journal: Social Media Has Potential to Enhance Emergency
Response -- Emergency preparedness approaches have yet
to fully utilize social media to reach the public, according to
a recent article in the New England Journal of Medicine.
Emerging social media tools, such as "speak to tweet"
messaging, location-based services such as Foursquare and
Loopt, as well as industry leaders such as Facebook and
Twitter have the capacity to enhance emergency

Criminal Justice Policy Advisors -- The
NGA Center is inviting governors'
criminal justice policy advisors to
participate in the Institute for Governors
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors in
Annapolis, Maryland on September 26-
27, 2011.

Health Insurance Exchange
Workshop
September 8-9, 2011; Arlington, Virginia
Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395 

Public Private Partnerships for
Transportation: A Workshop for
State Officials 
September 20-21, 2011 
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789 

Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal
Effectiveness 
September 26-27, 2011 
Richmond, Virginia
Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-5312 

Webinar: Identifying, Evaluating
and Scaling Best Practices in STEM
Education
September 15, 2011
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700 

Institute for Governors Criminal
Justice Policy Advisors 
September 26-27, 2011
Annapolis, Maryland 
Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 

Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform
October 3-4, 2011
Philadelphia, Pennslyvania
Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

Regional Summits on Growing State
Economies 
Hartford, Connecticut on Oct. 11–12
Nashville, Tennessee on Nov. 15-16
Seattle, Washington on Jan. 24-25
Omaha, Nebraska on April 24-25, 2012.
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794 

 

NGA Center Growing State
Economies through Increasing
Student and Worker Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math
(STEM) Skills 
September 2011 
TBD
Angela Baber 202-624-7700

NGA Center Policy Form on School
Principal Evaluation
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preparedness missions.

Atlantic Hurricane Season Update Predicts More Storms --
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) has released its updated outlook for the 2011
Atlantic hurricane seasons and predicts increased storm
activity, including a slight increase in named storms.
Favorable conditions in the Atlantic, including the third
warmest ocean temperatures on record, have continued
since NOAA's pre-season outlook in May, increasing the
confidence level for an above-average season from 65
percent to 85 percent.

 

September 2011 
TBD
Tabitha Grossman -202-624-5312

NGA Center Institute for Governors’
Criminal Justice Policy Advisors 
September 2011 
TBD
Thomas MacLellan  202-624-5427

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-200054-
151305.b67245cccae7128e11b41880910d4fd0@talk.nga.org..
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State News

Vermont Proposes Investments in STEM Workforce --
Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin has introduced legislation
to jumpstart the state's economy with a special emphasis on
STEM education.

Iowa Proposes Public-Private Partnership for Economic
Development -- Iowa Governor Terry Brandstad recently
unveiled legislation that would create a public-private
partnership, the Iowa Partnership for Economic Progress, to
oversee a more collaborative approach to economic
development policy.

Michigan Website Helps Citizens See State Finances --
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder recently unveiled a
"Citizen's Guide to Financial Health," an online tool that
provides information on the current state of public finances.

West Virginia Proposes Dropout Prevention Effort -- West
Virginia Governor Earl Ray Tomblin has proposed legislation
aimed at preventing students from dropping out of school.

Washington Bill Would Make Effectiveness Key Factor in
Deciding Teacher Layoffs -- Washington is considering
legislation that would make teacher effectiveness the main
determining factor during layoffs.

Wisconsin Governor Signs Tort Reform Legislation --
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker signed a law aimed at
protecting businesses and health care providers from
unnecessary lawsuits.

Mississippi Moves to Enact a Health Insurance Exchange --
Mississippi is advancing a bill to enact a health insurance
exchange, allowing employers to buy group health insurance
policies anywhere in the country.

Maryland Governor Proposes Offshore Wind Purchase
Requirements -- Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley has
announced plans to introduce the Maryland Offshore Wind
Energy Act, which would require the state's electric utilities
to purchase power from offshore wind farms to help spur
economic development and achieve environmental goals.

Missouri Launches Youth Corps at State Parks -- Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon has announced the start of the
application period for the State Parks Youth Corps program,
which employs youth ages 17 to 21 at state parks and
historic sites for the summer.

NGA Center Releases Report of
Governors' Annual State of the State
Addresses -- The NGA Center has
released a new issue brief, Interim
Analysis: 2011 State of the State
Addresses, to highlight the major
themes among governors as they begin
to deliver their 2011 State of the State
addresses. Governors continue to face
fiscal stress and high unemployment,
signaling that state government
redesign is not a temporary issue; it is
part a new reality that will bring about
fundamental change in the nature and
volume of state services. Therefore, this
year's speeches focus on tough budget
choices, smaller government, and
strategies to create jobs. 

The report will be updated as additional
addresses are given. For more
information on state government
redesign, visit NGA's redesign page or
visit www.nga.org.

NGA Center Releases Guide on State
Clean Energy Financing Programs -- To
help states consider innovative clean
energy program financing options that
maximize state resources, the National
Governors Association Center for Best
Practices (NGA Center) today released
the State Clean Energy Financing
Guidebook.

NGA Center Policy Institute on States
and Innovation: Setting the Stage for
Job Creation -- The NGA Center is
inviting states to participate in a Policy
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New York Governor Proposes Corrections Reforms, Savings --
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo's proposed budget
outlines several cost-cutting measures to the corrections
system.

Michigan Governor Moves to Streamline Parole Board --
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder has issued an executive
order to move parole board functions from the Governor's
Office to the Department of Corrections (DOC) and reduce its
size from 15 members to 10 as part of a broader
reorganization effort of the executive branch.

 

Study Recommends Pharmacy Savings in Medicaid Managed
Care -- A study sponsored by Medicaid Health Plans of
America finds that significant savings could be achieved if
states that currently contract with Medicaid managed care
organizations (MCOs) use a pharmacy "carve-in" approach.

Study: Appliance and Equipment Standards Generate
Revenue, Create Jobs -- The American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy estimates that the nation's appliance and
equipment standards currently in place have generated and
maintained a cumulative 340,000 jobs through 2010,
accounting for 0.2 percent of the nation's employment.

Red Light Cameras Found to Reduce Fatal Crashes -- A new
study by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety has
found that cities that use automated red light enforcement
cameras have seen a greater reduction in fatal crashes due
to running red lights than cities that rely only on traditional
enforcement.

Report Identifies Policies that Improve Teacher Professional
Development -- A new report, Teacher Professional Learning
in the United States: State Policies and Strategies,
underscores the importance of continuous professional
development to improve teacher quality, and identifies
policies and practices that have created "pockets of
promising practice."

Study Finds that Muslim-American Terrorism Activity
Decreased in 2010 -- The Triangle Center on Terrorism and
Homeland Security in North Carolina recently released a
study that examines the number of domestic terror attacks
perpetrated by Muslim Americans since September 11, 2001.

 

Institute on States and Innovation:
Setting the Stage for Job Creation, to
be held on March 24-25 in Washington,
D.C. 

The policy institute will focus on what
governors can do to improve the
economy and create jobs. The meeting
will provide an opportunity for
governors' top economic advisors to
discuss promising ideas and brainstorm
with their peers. We invite you to send
a high-level team that includes your
economic policy advisor and, perhaps,
to the head of your Commerce
Department or other state economic
development entity. Travel-related
expenses will be covered for one
participant from each state. If you are
interested in attending this institute,
please contact Erin Sparks.

NGA Center Offers Technical Assistance
on Charter Schools -- The NGA Center
and Center for School Change (CSC) are
offering states tailored technical
assistance on topics related to state
charter public school policies. There are
also limited financial resources available
from CSC to support meeting expenses
related to technical assistance requests.
The T.A. must be requested by a
governor's office via the attached form
and completed by August 31, 2011.
Applications for assistance will be
accepted on a rolling basis.

 

February 26-28, 2011
Washington, DC
NGA Winter Meeting
Contact: Lauren Stewart, 202-624-5332

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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Subject: Front & Center: Truck Idling; University Metrics; Decriminalization; Elder Care; Drug Testing
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State News

Nevada Budget Includes Education Reforms -- Nevada
Governor Sandoval recently signed into law the state's
budget, which includes significant changes to teacher tenure,
teacher dismissal, collective bargaining, and governance
policies.

Washington to Measure Higher Education Performance --
Washington Governor Chris Gregoire recently signed several
pieces of legislation aimed at improving student financial
assistance for higher education and improving the state's
ability to measure the productivity of those institutions.

Oregon Bans Truck Idling -- The Oregon legislature has
passed a bill supported by Governor John Kitzhaber that
would ban commercial trucks from idling their engines in
most circumstances in order to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and pollution in concentrated urban areas.

Vermont Streamlines Solar Permitting Process -- Vermont
Governor Peter Shumlin signed a new energy bill that creates
a simplified, statewide permitting process for small-scale,
distributed renewable energy generation.

Connecticut Moves to Decriminalize Marijuana --
Connecticut has approved a measure to decriminalize the
possession of small amounts of marijuana.

Kentucky Reforms Seek to Lower Misdemeanor Arrests --
Kentucky law enforcement officials now have the option to
issue citations rather than making arrests for numerous
misdemeanors to offenders.

Florida to Test Welfare Applicants for Illegal Drugs -- Florida
Governor Rick Scott recently signed legislation requiring
individuals applying for Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families cash assistance benefits to be screened for
controlled substances.

New Jersey Green Tech Loans Have Grant Conversion Option
-- New Jersey has launched a loan program to support the
growth of energy efficiency and renewable energy technology
companies in the state.

Kansas Permits Elder Care Facilities to Expand Services --
Kansas Governor Sam Brownback signed legislation which
increases the number of seniors who may receive long term
care services in Home Plus residences.

Maryland Creates Council to Contain Health Costs --

Expert Roundtable on Expanded
Learning Opportunities -- The NGA
Center is inviting states to participate in
an expert roundtable on state policies to
promote quality expanded learning
opportunities on June 28, 2011, in
Washington, D.C. For more information,
contact Stephanie Shipton.

Meeting the Adolescent Literacy
Expectations of the Common Core State
Standards -- The NGA Center is inviting
state teams from 10 states to
participate in a policy forum on state
strategies to meet the literacy
expectations of the Common Core in
Arlington, Virginia, on July 11, 2011. 
For more information, contact Stephanie
Shipton.

Policy Forum on Evaluating Teacher
Effectiveness -- The NGA Center for
Best Practices is pleased to invite you
to a policy forum on Evaluating Teacher
Effectiveness.  The meeting will be held
on July 18-19, 2011 at the
Renaissance Providence Downtown Hotel
in Providence, Rhode Island.  The
meeting is designed to provide
governors' education policy advisors and
key state policymakers with information
on state strategies for evaluating
teacher effectiveness. For more
information, contact Tabitha Grossman.
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Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley signed an executive
order to create the Maryland Health Quality and Cost
Council.

Washington Consolidates Health Agencies to Reduce Costs --
Washington Governor Christine Gregoire signed legislation
to consolidate the state's two largest health care purchasers,
Medicaid and the Health Care Authority (HCA), with the
intent of making the programs more effective and efficient.

 

 

Report: How States Govern and Finance Transportation -- A
report from the National Conference of State Legislatures
and the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials gives a state-by-state overview of
transportation authorities, including the organization of state
transportation agencies, financing authorities, and legislative
oversight.

U.S. Graduation Rates Improving -- A new analysis of high
school completion from the Editorial Projects in Education
Research Center finds that the United States' graduation
rates in public high schools are improving.

Report Calls for Comprehensive Cyber-Security Policy -- The
nation remains vulnerable to cyber-security attacks that can
cause economic and physical damage to the country and
even loss of human life, according to a report from the
Center for a New American Security.

U.S. Falling Behind in University Research Funding -- A new
report from The Information Technology and Innovation
Foundation finds that the United States is falling behind
other countries in government and business funding for
university research.

Toolkit Offers Resources to Promote Health Information
Exchanges -- The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts released a toolkit sharing
lessons learned, templates, and examples from
Massachusetts' experience in marketing its health insurance
exchange initiative, the Health Connector.

 

June 16
Smart Grid Learning Network:
Staying Ahead of the Technology
Curve
Webinar – 2:00 PM ET
Contact: Andrew Kambour

June 28
Expert Roundtable on Expanded
Learning Opportunities 
Washington, D.C.
Contact: Stephanie Shipton.

July 11
Meeting the Adolescent Literacy
Expectations of the Common Core
State Standards 
Arlington, VA
Contact: Stephanie Shipton

July 18-19
Policy Forum on Evaluating Teacher
Effectiveness
Providence, RI
Contact: Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-
5312 

 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart
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State News

Delaware to Aid Aspiring Farmers -- Delaware Governor
Jack Markell has signed legislation to help aspiring farmers
establish agribusinesses by reducing the up-front capital
investment. The Delaware Young Farmers Program allows
farmers ages 18-40 with at least three years of agricultural
work experience to borrow up to $500,000 at zero percent
interest for 30 years.

Illinois Bolsters Nuclear Power Plant Safety -- Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn has signed a bill that seeks to increase
the safety and security of the state's nuclear power plants.
The law increases fees from the nuclear reactor operator in
the state to fund three improvements: upgrading monitoring
systems, updating safety equipment, and adding nuclear
safety experts to the state's emergency management
personnel. 

Indiana Acts to Improve Higher Education Productivity --
Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels recently announced
"Smarter Choices, Faster Completion," a higher education
initiative aimed at changing remediation at community
colleges, supporting low-income and first generation college
students, and advancing college completion and productivity.

Missouri Governor Outlines Job Creation Package -- Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon unveiled the key components of the
bipartisan Made in Missouri Jobs Package, which will promote
the growth of high-tech industries and help companies create
jobs and sell more products overseas.

Illinois Invests in Technology Entrepreneurs -- Illinois
Governor Pat Quinn signed legislation to increase the state's
investment in the development of technology-based
companies. Senate Bill 107 expands the state's Technology
Development Account by allowing Illinois to invest up to 2
percent of its investment portfolio in venture capital firms,
which in turn invest in technology-based businesses that are
interested in locating or expanding in Illinois.

Rhode Island Loan Program Encourages Nurses to Stay in
State -- Rhode Island Governor Lincoln Chafee announced
the Rhode Island Student Loan Authority's (RISLA) Nursing
Reward Program to help reduce the financial burden of
schooling for nurses beginning in the 2011-12 academic year.
Under this new program, nursing students who participate in
RISLA's Family Education Loan are eligible for 0 percent
interest for 48 months of repayment if they become a
licensed registered nurse and work at a licensed facility in the
state where they provide direct patient care for at least 20

NGA Center Policy Forum on Early
Dropout Prevention through Middle
School Reform -- The NGA Center for
Best Practices is holding a policy forum
on Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform.

NGA Center Hosts Policy Forum on
Evaluating Principal Effectiveness -- The
NGA Center for Best Practices, the
Council of Chief State School Officers,
and the National Conference of State
Legislatures are holding a policy forum
on Evaluating Principal Effectiveness.

NGA Center Offers Grant Opportunity to
Strengthen Postsecondary Accountability
Systems -- As the concluding action of
the 2010-11 NGA Chair's Initiative
Complete to Compete, the NGA Center
released a Request for Proposals (RFP)
to all states in good standing to
participate in a policy academy on
strengthening postsecondary
accountability systems.

Health Insurance Exchange Workshop --
The NGA Center is hosting a states-only
workshop on health insurance
exchanges September 8-9, 2011 in
Arlington, Virginia. 

Identifying, Evaluating and Scaling Best
Practices in STEM Education -- NGA
Center is hosting a webinar on
Thursday, September 15 from3:00 –
4:00 p.m. ET to discuss identifying,
evaluating, and scaling best practices in
STEM Education.
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hours per week.

New York Waiver Seeks to Reform Care for the
Developmentally Disabled -- The New York Office for People
with Developmental Disabilities (OWPDD) is working to
reform services for persons with disabilities by developing an
1115 Medicaid waiver. The "People First Waiver" will seek to
reduce health care costs for 100,000 developmentally
disabled residents enrolled in Medicaid by shifting from a fee-
for-service reimbursement system to a per diem rate that
more closely reflects the actual costs of providing services
which willcreatecommunity-based services for those who do
not need specialized treatment, and reducing institutional
service.

Delaware Crime Fund Levies Fees on Convicted Criminals --
Delaware Governor Jack Markell has signed legislation that
establishes a fund that will provide state and local law
enforcement with additional financial resources. Through the
legislation, convicted criminals will now be charged an
additional penalty of $15 to contribute to the Fund to
Combat Violent Crimes, which is aimed at reducing the cost
of crime and lessening the financial burden on police
agencies.

Missouri Bans Student-Teacher Social Networking -- Missouri
Governor Jay Nixon signed a law that forbids Internet
friendships and any form of interaction between teachers and
students on sites like Facebook, in an effort to protect
students from sexual assault by school employees and
eliminate unreported sexual misconduct. Specifically, the law
requires that school boards develop a written policy
concerning teacher-student communication and employee-
student communications.

 

New Report Finds Benefits of "Smart" Meters Exceed Costs --
A new report from the Institute for Electric Efficiency shows
that the benefits from investing in advanced metering
infrastructure (AMI) will outweigh costs. AMI enables two-
way digital communications between utilities and customers.
The report estimated operational, customer-driven, and
societal benefits of AMI investment for utilities and
customers. 

Report Recommends Strategies to Speed Hiring -- A new
brief from the Urban Institute identifies which population
groups have been hardest hit by unemployment in the Great
Recession, and recommends a variety of policies and
strategies to speed up hiring and support workers. According
to "What to Do about the New Unemployment," young
workers, older workers, immigrants, and workers with
disabilities experience high rates of unemployment and face
unique challenges when unemployed.

Express Lane Strategies for Medicaid and CHIP Enrollment --
The Kaiser Family Foundation released an issue brief
examining how states can use "express lane" principles for
eligibility and enrollment in Medicaid, CHIP, and other
subsidy programs. Express Lane Eligibility (ELE) refers to the
use of data collected by one agency or program—e.g.
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program— to streamline
eligibility and enrollment for other programs, such as
Medicaid and CHIP.

New Report Finds Trends in Degree Completion -- The
National Center for Education Statistics recently released a

NGA Center Workshop: Public Private
Partnerships for Transportation -- The
NGA Center is partnering with the
National Conference of State
Legislatures to create a Workshop on
Public-Private Partnerships in
Transportation (P3 Workshop)
September 20-21, 2011 in
Washington D.C.

NGA Center Regional Consultants on
Health IT 
August 8-9, 2011 
Los Angeles, California 
Ree Sailors 
202-624-5322 
Ree Sailors, 202-624-5322

Briefing on the Blue Ribbon
Commission on America’s Nuclear
Future 
August 9, 2011 
3:30 – 4:30 PM
Washington, D.C. 
Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628 

Conference Call: Highlighting State
Clean Energy Actions 
August 10, 2011 
4:00 – 5:00 PM ET
Andrew Kambour, 202-624-3628 

Health Insurance Exchange
Workshop
September 8-9, 2011; Arlington, Virginia
Maria Schiff, 202-624-5395 

Public Private Partnerships for
Transportation: A Workshop for
State Officials 
September 20-21, 2011 
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Dierkers, 202-624-7789 

Policy Forum on Evaluating Principal
Effectiveness 
September 26-27, 2011 
Richmond, Virginia
Tabitha Grossman, 202-624-5312 

Webinar: Identifying, Evaluating
and Scaling Best Practices in STEM
Education
September 15, 2011
3:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700 

Institute for Governors Criminal
Justice Policy Advisors 
September 26-27, 2011
Annapolis, Maryland 
Jeff McLeod, 202-624-5311 

Early Dropout Prevention through
Middle School Reform
October 3-4, 2011
Philadelphia, Pennslyvania
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new analysis of post-graduate student data that found clear
trends in degree completion depending upon the type of
postsecdonary pathway.

Report Details Strategy for Combatting Transnational Crime -
- The White House released a report exploring transnational
organized crime as a threat to both homeland security and
public safety. Transnational criminal organizations participate
in illegal activities for the purpose of obtaining power,
influence, or monetary gains through corruption, violence,
and exploitation. These crimes occur both domestically and
internationally and include human, weapon and drug
trafficking; intellectual property theft; and cybercrime.

 

Ryan Reyna, 202-624-7820

 

Regional State Workshops on
Advancing Economic Development
through Clean Energy 
October 2011, TBD
Aliza Wasserman, 202-624-5387

Growing State Economies: Regional
Summits
October 11–12, 2011; Hartford, CT
November 15-16, 2011; Nashville, TN 
Erin Sparks, 202-624-7794

Growing State Economies through
Increasing Student and Worker
Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM) Skills 
December 7-9, 2011; Durham, NC
Angela Baber, 202-624-7700
 

The National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices develops
innovative solutions to today's most
pressing public policy challenge and is
the nation's only research and
development firm that directly serves
the nation's governors.

More About the Center
Center Home
Publications

Comments or Story Ideas?
Contact: Lauren Stewart

 

 

---
You are currently subscribed to [fc] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-199659-
151305.b67245cccae7128e11b41880910d4fd0@talk.nga.org..
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From: Tammie Kilpatrick
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW:
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 6:08:58 PM

See below….you may have already seen this but just making sure,…
_____________________________________________

Tammie Kilpatrick 
FRIED.KILPATRICK.GUINN 
405-919-9003
www.fkgconsulting.com  

The information contained in this electronic mail transmission (including any accompanying attachments) 
is intended solely for its authorized recipient(s), and may beconfidential and/or legally privileged.  If you 
are not an intended recipient, or responsible for delivering some or all of this transmission to an intended 
recipient, you have received this transmission in error and are hereby notified that you are strictly 
prohibited from reading, copying, distributing, or disclosing any of the information contained in it.  In that 
event, please contact Tammie Kilpatrick  immediately at (405) 919-9003 or by electronic mail to the address 
of this message and delete the original and all copies of this transmission (including any attachments) 
without reading or saving in any manner.

From: Jennifer Carter <
Date: Monday, July 2, 2012 4:34 PM
To: Tammie Kilpatrick <
Subject: <no subject>

FYI...Coburn is one of them

 

Press Release

For Immediate Release Monday, July 2, 2012
Contact: Wesley Denton (DeMint): 202-224-6121
Dan Kotman (Bachmann): 202-225-2331
Brian Straessle (Jordan): 202-226-9717

DeMint, Bachmann, Jordan Urge Governors to Reject Obamacare State Exchanges

Twelve Senators, 61 Representatives join them in sending a letter to all 50 governors

(Washington, D.C.) Senator Jim DeMint (SC), Congresswoman Michele Bachmann (MN-06) 

and Congressman Jim Jordan (OH-04) sent a letter to all 50 governors urging them to oppose 

the implementation of the state health care exchanges mandated under President Obama’s 

health care law.  Twelve Senators and 61 Representatives joined them in writing in opposition 

to these exchanges, which could cost businesses up to $3,000 per employee.

“Now that we know the courts will not save us from this harmful and unsustainable law, we 

urge all governors to join our fight full repeal by stopping its implementation," said DeMint. 

"Americans have loudly rejected this law because it raises costs, lowers quality of care, and 

hikes taxes. The President’s health care law will not reform anything, but will hurt state 

budgets, destroy jobs, and reduce patient choices. States should reject these complex and 

costly exchanges. We cannot build a free market health care system on this flawed structure of 

centralized government control, we must repeal all of it and start over with commonsense 
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solutions that make health care more affordable and accessible for every American."

 

“While Republicans in Congress will continue to push for a full repeal of Obamacare, the states 

can take immediate action to reject these exchanges that will increase health care costs and 

add more layers of bureaucratic red tape. I encourage all 50 governors to do what’s best for 

the American people. They should refuse to implement an exchange and instead work towards 

common sense solutions that lower costs and return important health care decisions to 

patients and their doctors,” said Bachmann.

 

“The harmful impact on jobs is just one of many reasons we remain committed to fully 

repealing this law. If governors want to raise the cost of hiring people in their states, they 

should create an Obamacare exchange. If they want more jobs in their state, they should not. 

It’s that simple,” said Jordan.

 

The text of the letter is included below, and a list of signers is available here.

 

Dear Governors:

 

The Supreme Court has ruled significant parts of the Medicaid expansion of the President’s 
health care law unconstitutional as well as ruling that the individual mandate violated the 
Commerce Clause and will therefore be implemented as a punitive tax on the middle class. 
This presents us with a critical choice: Do we allow this reprehensible law to move forward or 
do we fully repeal it and start over with commonsense solutions? The American people have 
made it clear that they want us to throw this law out in its entirety. 

 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated to the full repeal of this government 
takeover of healthcare and we ask you to join us to oppose its implementation. 

 

Most importantly, we encourage you to oppose any creation of a state health care exchange 
mandated under the President’s discredited health care law. 

 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a threat to the financial stability of 
our already-fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total enrollment numbers. 
Resisting the implementation of exchanges is good for hiring and investment. The law’s 
employer mandate assesses penalties – up to $3,000 per employee - only to businesses who 
don’t satisfy federally-approved health insurance standards and whose employees receive 
“premium assistance” through the exchanges.  The clear language of the statute only permits 
federal premium assistance to citizens of states who create a state-based exchange. However, 
the IRS recently finalized a regulation that contradicts the law by allowing the federal 
government to provide premium assistance to citizens in those states that have not created 
exchanges. The IRS had no authority to finalize such a regulation. By refusing to create an 
exchange, you will assist us in Congress to repeal this violation which will help lower the costs 
of doing business in your state, relative to other states that keep these financially draining 
exchanges in place.  
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State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as the 
federally-run exchange. Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange that complies with the 
600 plus pages of federal exchange regulations will only result in wasted state resources and 
higher premiums for your constituents.

 

Implementation of this law is not inevitable and without the unconstitutional individual mandate 
it is improbable.  Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to health care reform 
and instead focus on solutions that make health care more affordable and accessible for every 
American. Let’s work to create a health care system of, for, and by the people, not government 
or special interests.

 

Sincerely,

 

###

 

Wesley A. Goodman

Director of Conservative Coalitions and State Outreach

U.S. House Republican Study Committee

Office of Rep. Jim Jordan (OH-04), Chairman

 

1524 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

202-225-2676 (phone)

202-226-0577 (fax)

Wesley.Goodman@mail.house.gov

rsc.jordan.house.gov

Sent from my iPad
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From: Marie Sanderson
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Lindsay Russell
Subject: FW: Medicaid Moment of Truth
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:18:13 PM

ICYMI
 

         

         REVIEW & OUTLOOK

·         July 12, 2012, 7:19 p.m. ET

Medicaid Moment of Truth
The Supreme Court, the states, and a generational choice.

In medicine, the treatments known as heroic measures pose grave risks to patients but are 

performed anyway because the alternative is certain death. That also more or less describes what 

Chief Justice John Roberts did to save the Affordable Care Act, and now the entitlement faces 

another challenge, especially in the states.

The first major decision facing the states is whether to accept ObamaCare's Medicaid expansion, 

which will dump anywhere from 16 million to 20 million more low-income people into the joint 

state-federal insurance program that was already in crisis. The Supreme Court ruled that this was 

unconstitutional coercion—"a gun to the head," the 7-2 majority called it—and that states must be 

given the option of not participating without penalty.

Eight Governors have already said they won't, and that may be the wise play given the new liberal 

vision for Medicaid. The program was created in 1965 as a bridge to help the most vulnerable 

members of society emerge from poverty, but now Democrats want to convert it into a permanent 

price-controlled and Washington-run health system.

Accepting these terms means states will lose the autonomy they had left to make Medicaid 

decisions in line with their own choices about taxes and spending. Medicaid is already the largest 

line item for most statehouses, a little under a quarter of the budget on average, and nationwide 

Medicaid costs are expected to jump by—this is not a typo—20% in 2012. This spending is 

starting to crowd out other priorities like K-12 and higher education, public safety and building 

roads.

But the temptation for states—even among the 26 that challenged ObamaCare—will be to accept 

the expansion. One thing that Governors do really well, regardless of party, is game the open-

ended Medicaid funding formula to maximize federal payouts. Only 40 cents of every Medicaid 

dollar is mandated by the federal government; the balance is spent on optional add-ons that the 

states created.
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ObamaCare attempts to bribe the states by footing 100% of the cost of new Medicaid beneficiaries 

for two years, and then the federal share will fall to 90%. Supposedly this honeypot is too good an 

offer to refuse compared to the normal federal matching rate that ranges from 56% to 85%. The 

hospitals, which want more Medicaid revenue and are especially powerful at the local and state 

levels, are also aggressively lobbying Governors to accept the "free" money.

Not so fast. One problem is that the 100% matching rate is like a subprime loan with a teaser rate 

and balloon payment. Once the states accede, Congress will inevitably renege, since the federal 

fisc is nearly as stressed as state balance sheets. The new subsidies also only apply to the newly 

coverable, not to the nine million or so people who are already eligible for Medicaid but haven't 

signed up.

Meanwhile, Medicaid's payments to providers have already been cut to the marrow, while 

combined state and local health-care spending is now higher than all property tax receipts. The 

Beltway boys are mocking Governors for worrying about these obligations, but "only" millions of 

dollars still mean something in regions outside the Northeast and West Coast.

What almost every U.S. Governor wants most of all is more flexibility to manage Medicaid 

caseloads and reform how the program operates. ObamaCare locked in "maintenance of effort" 

rules that prevent any changes at all, much less state experimentation. On Tuesday Health and 

Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius warned states that "The Court's decision does not 

affect other provisions of the law," which is another way of saying drop dead. States will get no 

meaningful policy waivers from the Obama crowd.

At the very least the states should delay this generational decision until after the election. Both 

Mitt Romney and House Republicans support a plan to block-grant Medicaid funding, which has 

a reasonable chance of becoming law if they win. This policy is less about controlling spending 

than freeing the states from federal central planning so they can innovate, much like welfare 

reform in the 1990s.

Rhode Island received a de facto block grant in the last days of the Bush Administration and has 

cut costs by nearly half compared to historical trend. Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida 

have also leveraged such waivers to make Medicaid more efficient.

At an American Enterprise Institute forum Wednesday, Gary Alexander—who pioneered the 

Rhode Island plan and is now at work in Pennsylvania—made an important point: In 1965, there 

were 17.9 workers for every Pennsylvanian on Medicaid, generally in line with the national trend. 

Today the ratio has fallen to 2.5 to one—and only 1.9 to one for workers in the private economy.

The Governors would be crazy to strap themselves willingly to this entitlement bomb.

Copyright 2012 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our 

Subscriber Agreement and by copyright law. For non-personal use or to order multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones 

Reprints at 1-800-843-0008 or visit
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: SEARTP Report prepared by Linda Davis and released to newspapers
Date: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 7:58:27 AM

 
 
From: mohodgson
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2011 6:39 AM
To: mohodgson
Subject: SEARTP Report prepared by Linda Davis and released to newspapers
 
Interesting read.  Coach

 

A must read and pass on to all your friends!!
, July 18, 2011 10:55 PM

Subject: SEARTP Report prepared by Linda Davis and released to newspapers

 

SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS TEA PARTY HOSTS
A MEETING CONCERNING HEALTH CARE

IN ARKANSAS
 
 

At their regular monthly meeting on July 11, 2011, the members of the
Southeast Arkansas TEA Party hosted an Americans for Prosperity event
concerning health care in America. The main theme of the event was “Hands
Off Our Health Care.”  Guest speakers were: Mrs. Laurie Masterson of
Americans for Prosperity, Lieutenant Governor Mark Darr, Mr. Curtis
Coleman, President of the Curtis Coleman Institute for Constitutional Policy,
and Mr. Glenn Gallas, co-founder of the Garland County TEA Party. All four
are traveling throughout Arkansas in an effort to explain to our citizens what
Obamacare and now Obeebecare will do to their wallets, their healthcare and
lastly their liberty.
 
In her opening statements, Mrs. Masterson stressed that Americans for
Prosperity agrees that health care in America and Arkansas needs work, but
not in the form of the Obama Health Care Law. She further stated that
Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe is attempting to make Arkansas the flagship
for Obamacare in the U.S.
 
Lieutenant Governor Mark Darr stated that the reason he is vested in this
effort is because our country and state are under attack. He said that there are
many in public office who have never held a job or run a business. And, many
of the laws which are being passed by these people are unconstitutional. 
Businesses are cutting jobs, some are closing down and jobs are going
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overseas. Mr. Darr stated that through personal family experience he has
learned that the Obama Health Care Law is driving doctors out of practice due
to all the rules and regulations. Often when seniors try to find a new doctor,
they are refused because many doctors will no longer accept new Medicare
patients. “It will get worse: We must tackle the problem now,” said Darr.
 
Mr. Darr stated that at this point in Arkansas, “Obeebecare” (a mini-
Obamacare) is being blocked in the legislature by various means; however,
there will be more attempts to pass it as time goes on. Glenn Gallas stated, “If
we can’t rescue our own state, we can forget about our country. This is about
personal rights and freedoms being taken away.” Mr. Gallas listed the
following points:

1.       Arkansas has an award-winning Medicaid program.
2.       Arkansas treats more people per capita than the U.S.
3.       Arkansas spends less money for medical care per capita than the U.S.

 
“Our health care in Arkansas is as good, or better than health care on the
national level. It does not need fixing,” stated Gallas.
 
Mr. Gallas described the way health care would work under “Obeebecare”. He
stressed, “Health care is now between a person and his or her doctor. Under
the health care law, it will be run by Medical Care Partnerships which will
consist of one primary care physician, insurance companies and health care
organizations. They will treat people for the least amount of money possible,
force people to see whichever doctor the Partnership chooses, and use an
outcome based treatment plan which has been determined by a panel of
healthcare professionals.”  The bottom line will always be “cost”.
 
Seniors on Medicare will be forced to be part of an ACO, an Accountable Care
Organization. The patients will be treated the cheapest way possible and the
difference between what the treatment costs and what Medicare pays goes to
the ACO.
 
When asked why Governor Beebe is trying to put Arkansas out front with
Obamacare, Mr. Darr responded that Governor Beebe’s motives are unclear.
However, Governor Beebe knows that Arkansas finances will be okay until
2014, but then the state will have a two to five million dollar shortfall.
Because this shortfall will not occur until Beebe is out of office, his legacy
will be protected, but the next governor will be set up for failure.
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Lieutenant Governor Darr also said that Governor Beebe and State Attorney
General McDaniel could join with 27 other states which have filed suit against
Obamacare in the Supreme Court, but they have not. Therefore, as a private
business owner and as a citizen, Mr. Darr said that he is joining in the lawsuit
as is the Lt. Governor of Missouri, the Governor of Iowa and others. He urged
those present to establish a relationship with their legislators to let them know
how the people of Arkansas feel about the current health care legislation.
 
Mr. Coleman stated that we can solve our problems but only if we put the
federal government back under the constraints of the Constitution.  “We must
also put God back into the forefront of our national thoughts.” He said that
people must realize that to understand the Constitution, we must first
understand the intent of the Framers. He said “The Obama Health Care Law
comes in direct conflict with the Constitution. Obamacare represents the take-
over by government of our most personal decisions. We should be distressed
that Governor Beebe is eagerly promoting Obamacare in Arkansas. Even if it
is found to be unconstitutional, once in place in Arkansas it will be next to
impossible to get rid of.”
 
Mr. Coleman explained that when Obamacare is implemented, federal money
is received to set up the Medicaid Exchanges. Then, the federal mandates go
into effect, but the money goes away leaving the Exchanges. Right now, the
states have no cap on Medicaid expenditures, but once Obamacare is
implemented there will be an expenditure cap and also more mandates. When
more people are forced to be on Medicaid and there is less money to spend the
quality of health care will go down. We must be ready to make sacrifices like
the Founders made. Otherwise, we will lose what they gave us,”said Mr.
Coleman
 
The most chilling statement that Mr. Coleman made was that if the Supreme
Court rules that the fees charged by Obamacare to citizens who fail to get
government-approved health insurance are taxes and not penalties; then
anything the government wishes to force upon the people can be achieved by
taxing it. All our rights under the Constitution will be gone. Adding to what
Mr. Coleman said Gallas stated that in the 2000 plus pages of the Obama
Health Care Law, the word “must” appears 510 times. The words “required”
and “requirements” are used 820 times.
 
Finally, Gallas said that when 32 million people who are currently uninsured
are added to the health care rolls, and there are fewer doctors because they
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have been driven out of the profession by all the federal regulations and pay
cuts, then the health care quality in the United States will spiral downward.
 
In closing, all the speakers urged those present to spread the word about the
health care predicament in Arkansas and to work to elect officials who will
stand against Obamacare at any level..
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: YOU ARE NOT GOING TO LIKE THIS...
Date: Tuesday, May 01, 2012 9:18:27 AM

ubject: Fw: Fwd: YOU ARE NOT GOING TO LIKE THIS...

 
I hope that this not the case!!
 
 

YOU ARE NOT GOING TO LIKE THIS...
                                                          
  At age 76 when you most need it, you are not eligible for cancer treatment
                                see   page 272
 
What         Nancy Pelosi didn't want us to know until after the healthcare 
                bill was passed.  Remember she said, "pass it and then read 
                it!!."  Here it is!

_________________________
 

    Obama Care Highlighted by Page Number 
 
     THE CARE BILL HB 3200 

  
   JUDGE KITHIL IS THE 2ND OFFICIAL WHO HAS OUTLINED THESE
                    PARTS OF THE  CARE BILL. 

 
Judge       Kithil of  Marble Falls,  TX -  highlighted the 
                most egregious pages  of HB3200

Please     read this........ especially 
                the reference to pages 58 & 59 

  
JUDGE     KITHIL wrote: 
  
** 
                Page 50/section 152:  The bill will provide insurance to 
                all non-U.S. residents, even if they are here illegally. 

** 
                Page 58 and 59: The government will have real-time access to an 
                individual's bank account and will have the authority to make 
                electronic fund transfers from those accounts. 

22675

mailto:jvvrk@yahoo.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov


** 
                Page 65/section 164:  The plan will be subsidized (by the 
                government) for all union members, union retirees and for 
                community organizations (such as the Association 
                of Community Organizations for Reform, Now -  ACORN). 

** 
                Page 203/line 14-15:  The tax imposed under this section 
                will not be treated as a tax.  (How could anybody in their 
                right mind come up with that?) 

** 
                Page 241 and 253:  Doctors will all be paid the same 
                regardless of specialty, and the government will set all 
                doctors' fees. 

** 
                Page 272. section 1145: Cancer hospital will ration care 
                according to the patient's age. 

** 
                Page 317 and 321: The government will impose a prohibition on 
                hospital expansion; however, communities may petition for an 
                exception. 

** 
                Page 425, line 4-12: The government mandates advance-care 
                planning consultations.  Those on Social Security will be 
                required to attend an "end-of-life planning" seminar every five 
                years. (Death counseling..) 

** 
                Page 429,  line 13-25:  The government will specify 
                which doctors can write an end-of-life order.
 

HAD         ENOUGH????  Judge Kithil then goes on to identify: 

                "Finally,  it is specifically stated that this bill will not apply to 
                members of Congress.  Members of Congress are already 
                exempt from the Social Security system, and have a well-funded 
                private plan that covers their retirement needs. If they were on 
                our Social Security plan, I believe they would find a very quick 
                'fix' to make the plan financially sound for their future." 
   

                -    Honorable 
       David Kithil of Marble Falls ,  Texas
 

                        All  of the above should give you the ammo
                     you need to support your opposition to 
                Obamacare. Please send this information on to       all of
your email contacts. 
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OBAMA PROMISED LOWER HEALTH CARE PREMIUMS BY THE END OF HIS FIRST
TERM

As A Candidate, Obama Promised That His Health Care Reform Would Save American
Families $2,500 A Year By The End Of His First Term. OBAMA: "If you are ready for

change, then we can stop talking about the outrage of 47 million people without health

insurance and start doing something about it. I've put forward a plan that says everybody will

have the same health care if they want it that I have as a member of Congress, that you can't

be excluded for pre-existing conditions, we'll negotiate with the drug companies for the

cheapest available prices. If you're 25 or younger you can stay on your parents' health

insurance. If you've got health insurance, we're going to work with you to lower your premiums

by $2500 per family per year. And we will not wait 20 years from now to do it or 10 years from

now to do it. We will do it by the end of my first term as president of the United States of

America." (Senator Barack Obama, Remarks At Campaign Event, Columbus, OH, 2/27/08)

As A Candidate, Obama Promised His Plan Would "Bring Down Premiums By $2,500 For
The Typical Family ." "And if you already have health insurance and you want to keep that

health insurance, we will bring down premiums by $2,500 for the typical family. And we will

prevent insurance companies from discriminating against those who need care the most."(Sen.

Barack Obama, Remarks At Campaign Event, Raleigh, NC, 6/9/08)

Obama: "Their efforts will help us take the next and most important step,

comprehensive health care reform, so that we can do what I pledged to do as a

candidate and save a typical family an average of $2,500 on their health care costs in

the coming years." (President Barack Obama, Remarks On Health Care Reform ,

Washington, D.C., 5/11/09)

Obama: "Coupled with comprehensive reform, this could result in our Nation saving

over $2 trillion over the next 10 years, and that could save families $2,500 in the

coming years, $2,500per family." (President Barack Obama, Statement By The

President After Meeting With House Democratic Leadership , Washington, D.C., 5/13/09)

Obama's Premium Promise … Broken
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FactCheck.org: ObamaCare "Falls Short Of Making Health Care 'Affordable And Available
To Every Single American,' As Promised." "Furthermore, the law falls short of making health

care 'affordable and available to every single American,' as promised. The law provides

subsidies to help some Americans buy insurance, expands Medicaid and doesn't allow

insurance companies to exclude persons with preexisting conditions. But still, the director of

the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office projected 23 million persons will remain

uninsured - some because they can't afford coverage." (D'Angelo Gore, "Promises, Promises,"

FactCheck.org, 1/4/12)

FactCheck.org: ObamaCare Is Actually Making Health Care "Less Affordable." "At

the moment, the new law is making health care slightly less affordable. Independent

health care experts say the law has caused some insurance premiums to rise. As we

wrote in October, the new law has caused about a 1 percent to 3 percent increase in

health insurance premiums for employer-sponsored family plans because of

requirements for increased benefits. Last year's premium increases cast even more

doubt on another promise the president has made - that the health care law would

'lower premiums by up to $2,500 for a typical family per year.'" (D'Angelo Gore,

"Promises, Promises," FactCheck.org, 1/4/12)

The Washington Post 's The Fact Checker: "Insurance premiums have gone up, in

part because of new benefits mandated by the law." (Glenn Kessler, "The Fine Print In

Obama's 'Promises Kept' Ad," The Washington Post's "The Fact Checker," 1/6/12)

Under Obama, The Average Cost Of Family Health Care Premiums Have Increased From
$13,375 To $15,073. (Phil Galewitz And Andrew Villegas, "Workers Face Higher Costs For

Employer-Sponsored Insurance," Kaiser Health News, 9/15/09; Julie Appleby, "Costs Of

Employer Insurance Plans Surge In 2011," Kaiser Health News , 9/27/11)

In 2011, The Increasing Cost Of Health Insurance Climbed, Outpaced "Any Growth In
Workers' Wages." "The cost of health insurance for many Americans this year climbed more

sharply than in previous years, outstripping any growth in workers' wages and adding more

uncertainty about the pace of rising medical costs." (Reed Abelson, "Health Insurance Costs

Rising Sharply This Year, Study Shows," The New York Times , 9/27/11)

Kaiser Study Found That Family Coverage Premiums "Climbed" 9 Percent In 2011. "A
new study by the Kaiser Family Foundation, a nonprofit research group that tracks employer-

sponsored health insurance on a yearly basis, shows that the average annual premium for

family coverage through an employer reached $15,073 in 2011, an increase of 9 percent over

the previous year." (Reed Abelson, "Health Insurance Costs Rising Sharply This Year, Study

Shows," The New York Times , 9/27/11)

Workers Paid An Average Of $132 More For Family Coverage In 2011 Than They
Did In 2010. "Although premiums rose, employers kept the percentage of the premium

workers pay about the same: An average of 18 percent for single coverage and 28

percent for family plans. Still, with rising costs, workers paid more, up an average of

$132 a year for family coverage. Since 1999, the dollar amount workers contribute

toward premiums nationally has grown 168 percent, while their wages have grown by 50

percent, according to the survey." (Julie Appleby, "Costs Of Employer Insurance Plans

Surge In 2011," Kaiser Health News , 9/27/11)

The Cost Of Single Employee Coverage Grew 8 Percent According To The Kaiser
Survey. "Family plan premiums hit $15,073 on average, while coverage for single employees

grew 8 percent to $5,429, according to a survey released Tuesday by the Kaiser Family

Foundation and the Health Research & Educational Trust. (KHN is an editorially-independent

program of the foundation.)" (Julie Appleby, "Costs Of Employer Insurance Plans Surge In

2011," Kaiser Health News , 9/27/11)

"The Results Mark A Sharp Departure From 2010, When The Same Survey Found
Average Family Premiums Up Only 3 Percent." (Julie Appleby, "Costs Of Employer

Insurance Plans Surge In 2011," Kaiser Health News , 9/27/11)
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OBAMA PROMISED THAT YOU COULD KEEP YOUR HEALTH CARE PLAN

Obama Promised Americans That You Can "Keep Your Plan." OBAMA: "If you like your

doctor, you're going to be able to keep your doctor. If you like your plan, keep your plan."

(President Barack Obama, Remarks At George Mason University, Fairfax, VA, 3/19/10)

Keeping Your Plan Was Obama's "Core Belief" Of Health Care Reform.
OBAMA:"The plans you are discussing embody my core belief that Americans should

have better choices for health insurance, building on the principle that if they like the

coverage they have now, they can keepit, …" (Barack Obama, President, Letter To

Senate Democratic Leaders, 6/2/09)

Obama Said Keeping Your Plan Is "A Priority" To Him. OBAMA: "There's no doubt

that we have to preserve what's best in the health care system, and that means allowing

Americans who like their doctor and like their health care plan to keep their plan. And

that's going to be a priority for us." (President Barack Obama, Remarks At Northern

Virginia Community College, Annandale, VA, 7/1/09)

Obama's "Keep Your Plan Promise" … Broken

Americans Are Finding Out That Obama's "Keep Your Plan" Promise Is Just Not True.
"President Barack Obama promised over and over during the health care debate that 'if you

like your health care plan, you can keep your health care plan.' It turns out that, for a lot of

people, that isn't true." (David Nather, "4 Inconvenient Truths," Politico, 3/16/12)

More Americans Will Lose Their Employer Health Care Coverage Than Before
ObamaCare Was Enacted. "For one thing, CBO says 11 million Americans won't get

employment-based health insurance they would have had before the law - so they will

be forced out (technically by their employer, not by the president, but the context will be

the changes brought about by the health law). Another 9 million would gain coverage -

but everyone who loses it will see their lives disrupted, and it will be used as more

evidence of broken Obama promises." (David Nather, "4 Inconvenient Truths," Politico,

3/16/12)

The Non-Partisan CBO Found That ObamaCare Could Cause As Many As 20 Million
Americans To Lose Their Employer-Provided Health Care Plan. "As many as 20 million

Americans could lose their employer-provided healthcare because of President Obama's

healthcare reform law, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said in a new report

Thursday." (Julian Pecquet, "CBO Report Says Health Care Law Could Cause As Many As

20M To Lose Coverage, The Hill's " Health Watch ," 3/15/12)

Despite A "Tremendous Amount Of Uncertainty" Regarding Employer-Sponsored
Health Care, The CBO Still Expects 3 To 5 Million Americans To Lose Their Health
Care Coverage Under ObamaCare. "The best estimate, subject to a 'tremendous

amount of uncertainty,' is that about 3 million to 5 million fewer people will obtain

coverage through their employer each year from 2019 through 2022." (Julian Pecquet,

"CBO Report Says Health Care Law Could Cause As Many As 20M To Lose Coverage,

The Hill's " Health Watch ," 3/15/12)

Any Loss Of Health Care Coverage Is "Disruptive" To Americans, Especially Those Who
Lose Their Employer-Sponsored Health Care. "But any loss of employer-sponsored

coverage could be disruptive to the people who lose their insurance, even if they're able to

replace it through another source, like the health insurance exchanges that will be created

under the law." (J. Lester Feder, "CBO: Health Reform Could Cause People To Lose

Workplace Coverage," Politico, 3/15/12)

"A Report By McKinsey & Co. Has Found That 30% Of Employers Are Likely To Stop
Offering Workers Health Insurance After The Bulk Of The Obama Administration's
Health Overhaul Takes Effect In 2014." (Janet Adamy, "Study Sees Cuts to Health

Plans,"The Wall Street Journal, 6/8/11)
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"The Findings Come As A Growing Number Of Employers Are Seeking Waivers
From An Early Provision In The Overhaul That Requires Them To Enrich Their
Benefits This Year." (Janet Adamy, "Study Sees Cuts to Health Plans," The Wall Street
Journal, 6/8/11)

OBAMA PROMISED NO TAXES ON THE MIDDLE CLASS

Obama Promised That He Wouldn't Raise Taxes On The Middle Class. OBAMA: "I can

make a firm pledge. Under my plan, no family making less than $250,000 a year will see any

form of tax increase, not your income tax, not your payroll tax, not your capital gains taxes, not

any of your taxes." (Senator Barack Obama, Remarks, Dover, NH, 9/12/08)

Obama's Middle Class Tax Promise … Broken

The Joint Committee On Taxation Report Found That ObamaCare Raises Taxes On
Middle-Class Americans. "There are a number of tax provisions in the health care bill that

may directly increase taxes on some individuals and families earning less than $200,000 and

$250,000 per year. Furthermore, other tax provisions in the bill that directly affect businesses

may ultimately affect individuals and families earning less than $200,000 and $250,000,

respectively, to the extent that increased taxes results in higher prices for the products of the

affected businesses." (Joint Committee On Taxation, Letter To Senator Tom Coburn, 3/20/12)

PolitiFact Gives Obama A "False" On His Claim That He "Didn't Raise Taxes Once."
OBAMA: "I didn't raise taxes once." ("President Barack Obama Says He Didn't Raise Taxes

Once,"PolitiFact, 2/7/11)

Obama Did Raise Taxes On Americans Through ObamaCare. "The new health care

law also includes a tax on people who decide not to have health insurance, as an

incentive for them to get coverage. … More significantly, the health care law includes

new taxes on the wealthy, starting in 2013. Individuals who make more than $200,000

and couples that make more than $250,000 will see additional Medicare taxes of 0.9

percent. They will also, for the first time have to pay Medicare taxes on their investment

income at a 3.8 percent tax rate." ("President Barack Obama Says He Didn't Raise

Taxes Once," PolitiFact, 2/7/11)

PolitiFact: ObamaCare Raised Taxes On The Middle Class. "The health care law that

Obama signed on March 23, 2010, raises taxes on some things regardless of income.

Two taxes in particular stand out. A tax on indoor tanning services begins this year. And

in 2014, people will have to pay a fine, levied through their income taxes, if they don't

have health insurance." (Angie Drobnic Holan, "Smokers, Tanning Aficionados, The

Happily Uninsured: More Taxes Coming At Ya!" PolitiFact, 4/8/10)

OBAMA PROMISED THAT OBAMACARE WOULD COST LESS THAN $1 TRILLION

Obama Promised That ObamaCare Would "Cost Roughly $900 Billion." OBAMA: "Now,

what I've proposed is going to cost roughly $900 billion, 800 to 900. That's a lot of money.

Keep in mind it's over 10 years. So when you hear some of these figures thrown out there,

this is not per year; this is over 10 years. So let's assume it's about $80 billion a year. It turns

out that about two-thirds of that could be paid for by eliminating waste in the existing system."

(President Barack Obama, Remarks At A Town Hall Meeting, Grand Junction, CO, 8/15/09)

Obama Said His Health Care Package Would Cost "$900 Billion Over 10 Years."
OBAMA:"Now, add it all up, and the plan I'm proposing will cost around $900 billion

over 10 years, less than we have spent on the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and less than

the tax cuts for the wealthiest few Americans that Congress passed at the beginning of

the previous administration." (President Barack Obama, Address Before A Joint Session

Of Congress , Washington, D.C., 9/9/09)

ObamaCare's Cost Promise … Broken

"According To An Analysis By House Budget Committee Republicans, The Health Care
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Law Will Cost The Nation $2.6 Trillion When Fully Implemented, And Add $701 Billion To
The Deficit In Its First Ten Years." ("ObamaCare: A Budget-Busting, Job-Killing Health Care

Law," Office Of The Speaker Of The U.S. House Of Representatives, Report, 1/6/11)

Congressional Budget Office: ObamaCare To Cost $1.76 Trillion By 2022. "The ACA's

provisions related to insurance coverage are now projected to have a net cost of $1,252 billion

over the 2012-2022 period (see Table 2, following the text); that amount represents a gross

cost to the federal government of $1,762 billion, offset in part by $510 billion in receipts and

other budgetary effects (primarily revenues from penalties and other sources)." ("Updated

Estimates For The Insurance Coverage Provisions Of The Affordable Care Act," Congressional

Budget Office, 3/13/12)

ObamaCare Projected To Cost $822 Billion More Than Previously Forecasted.
"President Obama's national health care law will cost $1.76 trillion over a decade,

according to a new projection released today by the Congressional Budget Office, rather

than the $940 billion forecast when it was signed into law." (Philip Klein, "CBO:

Obamacare To Cost $1.76 Trillion Over 10 Years,"Washington Examiner , 3/13/12)

Richmond Times-Dispatch : ObamaCare Costs Are Double Obama's Estimates. "You

might have missed the news - it's not the sort a lot of national outlets care to dwell on, for

obvious reasons - but the Congressional Budget Office's latest cost estimates for Obamacare

are roughly double the estimates of previous years. The original forecast came in at $940

million. The new estimate puts the cost at $1.76 trillion. Shouldn't people have seen this

coming?" (Editorial, "Health Care: Up, Up & Away," Richmond Times-Dispatch, 3/19/12)

OBAMA PROMISED TO GET HEALTH CARE SPENDING IN CHECK

Obama Promised That ObamaCare Would Lower Health Care Costs. OBAMA: "Finally,my

proposal would bring down the cost of health carefor millions -- families, businesses, and the

federal government." (President Barack Obama, Remarks By The President On Health Care

Reform, Washington, D.C., 3/3/10)

Obama's Spending Promise … Broken

When ObamaCare Is "Fully Implemented," ObamaCare Will Increase Health Care
Spending 7.4 Percent. "Spending would jump 7.4% in 2014 when the federal health law is

scheduled to be fully implemented, the analysts predicted, as millions of Americans gain

medical coverage either through subsidized plans purchased through government-run

exchanges or through Medicaid, the federal-state insurance program for low-income people."

(Louise Radnofsky, "Steep Rise In Health Costs Projected," The Wall Street Journal , 6/12/12)

ObamaCare Will Increase Federal Health Care Spending $478 Billion From 2011-2012.
"President Barack Obama's health care overhaul will add $478 billion in spending from 2011-

2021, the period covered by the projections. Some 30 million uninsured people will get

coverage." ("With Or Without Obama's Law, U.S. Health Care Costs Will Keep Outpacing

Economy," The Associated Press , 6/12/12)

Health Care Spending Will Increase More Than If ObamaCare Had Not Been Enacted."
"Spending will jump 7.4 percent to $3.13 trillion in 2014 when the law will begin to extend

subsidized coverage through private health insurance and the Medicaid program. This

compares with a 5.3 percent hike if health care reform had not been enacted. In later years,

rates of growth will return to levels consistent with recent history, the data show." (Jeffrey

Young, "Health Care Reform Boosts Spending A Tiny Fraction While Covering Millions," The
Huffington Post, 6/12/12)

Health Care Spending Will Outpace Growth Of The Economy. "By 2021, health care

spending will be growing roughly 2 percentage points faster than the overall economy, about

the same rate as the last 30 years. And that means hard choices ahead for government

programs and private insurance." ("With Or Without Obama's Law, U.S. Health Care Costs Will

Keep Outpacing Economy," The Associated Press , 6/12/12)
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Health Care Spending Will Grow An Annual Rate Of 5.7 Percent For 2011 Through
2021, "0.9 Percentage Point Faster Than The Expected Growth In The Gross
Domestic Product." "New estimates released today from the Office of the Actuary at

the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) project that aggregate health

care spending in the United States will grow at an average annual rate of 5.7 percent

for 2011 through 2021, or 0.9 percentage point faster than the expected growth in the

gross domestic product (GDP)." (Chris Fleming, "Health Spending Growth Projected To

Average 5.7 Percent Annually Through 2021," Health Affairs, 6/12/12)

OBAMA PROMISED THAT OBAMACARE WOULDN'T ADD TO THE DEFICIT

Obama Said "Health Care Reform Must Not Add To Our Deficits." "Health care reform

must not add to our deficits over the next 10 years--it must be at least deficitneutral and put

America on a path to reducing its deficitover time." (Barack Obama, President, Letter To

Senate Democratic Leaders On Health Care, 6/2/09)

Obama's Deficit Promise … Broken

A Report Released By Obama Appointee Charles Blahous Found That ObamaCare Will
"Add More Than $340 Billion" To The Federal Deficit. "President Obama's landmark health-

care initiative, long touted as a means to control costs, will actually add more than $340 billion

to the nation's budget woes over the next decade, according to a new study by a Republican

member of the board that oversees Medicare financing." (Lori Montgomery, "Health Care Law

Will Add $340 Billion To Deficit, New Study Finds," The Washington Post , 4/9/12)

The Medicare And Social Security Trustee's Analysis Debunks "Conventional
Wisdom" That ObamaCare Would Reduce The Deficit. "The study is set to be

released Tuesday by Charles Blahous, a conservative policy analyst whom Obama

approved in 2010 as the GOP trustee for Medicare and Social Security. His analysis

challenges the conventional wisdom that the health-care law, which calls for an

expensive expansion of coverage for the uninsured beginning in 2014, will nonetheless

reduce deficits by raising taxes and cutting payments to Medicare providers." (Lori

Montgomery, "Health Care Law Will Add $340 Billion To Deficit, New Study Finds," The
Washington Post , 4/9/12)

The Medicare And Social Security Trustee Charles Blahous Found "That Federal
Accounting Practices Have Obscured The True Impact" Of ObamaCare. "Reigniting a

debate about the bottom line for President Barack Obama's health care law, a leading

conservative economist estimates in a study to be released Tuesday that the overhaul will add

at least $340 billion to the deficit, not reduce it. Charles Blahous, who serves as public trustee

overseeing Medicare and Social Security finances, also suggested that federal accounting

practices have obscured the true fiscal impact of the legislation, the fate of which is now in the

hands of the Supreme Court." (Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar, "Study: Obama's Health Care Law

Would Raise Deficit," The Associated Press , 4/9/12)

Blahous Said ObamaCare Will Cost More And Add More To The Deficit Than Had
It Never Been Enacted. "'The (law) both increases a federal commitment to health care

spending that was already unsustainable under prior law and would exacerbate

projected federal deficits relative to prior law,' Blahous said." (Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar,

"Study: Obama's Health Care Law Would Raise Deficit," The Associated Press , 4/9/12)

PDF Version
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw:
Date: Saturday, September 17, 2011 12:59:29 PM

 
 
From: goldenoldie34
Sent: Saturday, September 17, 2011 12:22 PM
 
Subject: Have you seen this ??? The National Association of REALTORS is all over this and working to get it
repealed, before it takes effect. But, I am very pleased we aren't the only ones who know about this ploy to steal
billions from unsuspecting homeowners. How many REALTORS do you think will vote Democratic in 2012?   Did
you know that if you sell your house after 2012 you will pay a 3.8% sales tax on it? That's $3,800 on a $100,000
home, etc. When did this happen? It's in the health care bill and goes into effect in 2013.   Why 2013? Could it be
to come to light AFTER the 2012 elections? So, this is "change you can believe in"? Under the new health care bill
all real estate transactions will be subject to a 3.8% Sales Tax.   If you sell a $400,000 home, there will be a
$15,200 tax. This bill is set to screw the retiring generation who often downsize their homes. Does this make your
November and 2012 vote more important?   Oh, you we! re! n't aware this was in the Obamacare bill? Guess
what, you aren't alone. There are more than a few members of Congress that aren't aware of it either
http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare-flatlines-obamacare-taxes-home I hope you forward this to every
single person in your address book. VOTERS NEED TO KNOW.

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry 
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From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

FYI - we expect t he House wil l vote on this tomorrow. 

Will Kinzel 

Assistant to t he Speaker for Policy 

Office of the Speaker 

(202) 225-0882 

(202) 503-7046 CELL 

From: GOP Conference 
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2012 04:00 PM 
Subject: (Courtesy of the Ways and Means Committee) Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement 

TO: Members, House GOP Chiefs of Staff, Legislative Directors, Communicators, and District Directors 

(Courtesy of the Ways and Means Committee) 

Payroll Tax Holiday Agreement 
Protecting Americans from a Tax Increase, Reforming Unemployment and Welfare 

Programs, and Preventing Cut to Medicare Doctors 

Payroll Tax Holiday Extended Through 2012 
• The payroll tax holiday is extended through December 31, 2012. 
• The amount of revenue that is foregone to the Social Security Trust Funds as a result of 

the payroll tax reduction is fully replaced with savings from Treasury's General Fund. 

22684



·         Over the course of the year, a typical middle-class worker earning $50,000 would see
his or her take-home pay increase by $1,000 as a result of this tax holiday.

 
Reforms & Extends the Unemployment Program
Reforms to the unemployment program

·         Job Search Requirements:  Requires those receiving unemployment benefits at both
the state and federal level actually look for a job.

·         Drug Screening & Testing:  Overturns a 1960s-era Department of Labor ban on States’
screening and testing UI applicants for illegal drugs.  Specifically, the agreement allows
every state to drug screen and test anyone who (1) lost their job because they failed or
refused an employer drug test, or (2) is seeking a job that generally requires a drug test.

·         Re-employment Programs:  Allows waivers for up to 10 states for innovative re-
employment programs like Georgia Works. 

 
Reduces the number of weeks to levels typically seen in a recession
·         Eliminates 20 Weeks of EB:  Effectively eliminates the “Extended Benefits” program,

which allowed states to receive an additional 20 weeks of federal benefits.
·         63 weeks vs. 93 Weeks:  Ensures that by the end of the year the vast majority of states

(36) receive a maximum of 63 weeks of benefits, compared to 46 states currently
receiving 93 weeks of benefits – a reduction of 30 weeks.   This is a level comparable to
prior recessions.

 
No More Welfare Benefits At Strip Clubs & Liquor Stores
·         Extends Welfare Benefits:  The agreement extends the nation’s primary welfare

program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, through Fiscal Year 2012.
·         Closes the “Strip Club” Loophole:  The legislation ensures that welfare funds cannot be

accessed at ATMs in strip clubs, liquor stores, and casinos.
·         Data Standardization:  Improves data matching and program integrity by requiring

standardized data and Health and Human Services coordination of exchanges across
State TANF programs.

 
Protects Seniors & Reforms Certain Medicare Programs
·         Eliminates 27.4% Cut to Doctors:  The agreement averts a 27.4 percent cut to

physician payment rates and ensures seniors and the disabled have continued access to
the physicians serving our Medicare beneficiaries.

·         Doc Fix Through End of 2012:  The agreement extends through the end of the year
payment rates for Medicare doctors.

·         Eliminates & Reforms Certain Medicare Programs:  The Senate had sought to blindly
extend all Medicare extenders.  The agreement eliminates two of those programs
(mental health add-on payments and an ObamaCare provision that increased payments
for bone density scans).  The agreement phases-out two programs: Section 508 hospitals
and special pathology payments, while providing time for these providers to adapt to
these changes.  Extends and reforms the therapy cap exception process by requiring
greater accountability, which will eliminate wasteful spending.
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·         Extends Certain Medicare Programs with Greater Oversight:  Ambulance add-on
payments, physician work floor, and outpatient hospital hold harmless payments are all
extended, but the agreement requires GAO, MedPAC and CMS to report to Congress on
their effectiveness and ways to better protect taxpayer dollars.

 
No Tax Increases & Government Spending Is Fully Offset
Rejects Senate’s insistence on higher taxes for higher spending
·         No job-killing tax hikes to pay for more government spending. 
·         All government spending is fully offset with spending cuts and government reforms.
 
Unemployment benefits are fully paid for
·         Firmly establishes that extensions of unemployment benefits must be paid for. 

Democrats added nearly $200 billion to our nation’s debt by extending an unprecedented
level of unemployment benefits. 

·         The agreement offsets all unemployment program spending through:
o   Spectrum Auctions, which spur innovation, investment and job creation in the

high-tech field.
o   Requiring new civilian federal employees and Members of Congress to contribute

more towards their defined benefit pension programs.
 
Repeals key parts of ObamaCare and includes other health savings
·         Cuts to ObamaCare pay for more than half ($11.6 billion) of the health spending in the

agreement.
·         Cuts an ObamaCare slush fund (the Harkin Prevention Fund) by $5 billion.
·         Eliminates an ObamaCare giveaway to Louisiana saving $2.5 billion.
·         Reduces Medicaid spending (DSH rebase) by more than $4 billion.
·         Other health savings total $9.6 billion and include reductions to Medicare “bad debt”

($6.9 billion) and clinical laboratory payments ($2.7 billion).
 

 
 
Maximum Weeks of Unemployment Benefits

 

Unemployment Rate
(States)

Current Law
Conference
Agreement

(September 2012)

Conference
Agreement vs.

Current Law

 
Under 6%

60 40 -20 weeks
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6.0-6.4%
 

73 54 -19 weeks

 
6.5-6.9%
 

86 54 -32 weeks

 
7.0-7.9%
 

86 63 -23 weeks

 
8.0-8.4% (U.S.
AVERAGE)
 

93 63 -30 weeks

 
8.5-8.9%
 

99 63 -36 weeks

 
9% and above
 

99 73 -26 weeks
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From: Gary Banz
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: [ALEC HHS] Conference call - Tuesday, November 13, 11 am EST
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:07:03 AM

Katie,
Thought you might be interested in these two articles… the top one is what I sent yesterday… these
are from the HHS at ALEC
gwb
 

From: Sean Riley  
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:56 AM
To: Sean Riley
Subject: RE: [ALEC HHS] Conference call - Tuesday, November 13, 11 am EST
 
Thank you for you interest and participation in Tuesday's discussion of health benefit exchanges.

 
Please find below (2) articles that were referenced and requested by participants: 

 
Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable: Now is not the time to go wobbly.

http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/333040/obamacare-still-vulnerable-michael-f-cannon
 
The IRS Has Gone Rogue: Did Congress intend to offer tax credits through federal exchanges?

http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/328523/irs-has-gone-rogue-michael-f-cannon
 
If you have any questions, or would like further information, please don't hesitate to let us know.

 
Best regards,
 

 
Sean Riley

Director, Health and Human Services Task Force

American Legislative Exchange Council

1101 Vermont Avenue, N.W., 11th Floor

Washington, D.C. 20005

Direct: 202-742-8541 | Fax: 202-466-3801

 
 

__

 
HHS TASK FORCE CONFERENCE CALL

 
Exchanges and Consequences: Options for the States

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at 11:00am EST
 

States volunteering to operate a state-based exchange under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA) for plan year 2014 have been told they must submit a complete proposal by November 16, 2012.

Consistent with the number of states that challenged the constitutionality of PPACA, less than half are expected

to volunteer for the undertaking.
 
Under the law, states will have the opportunity to create their own exchange at a later date if they don’t meet the

deadline. Meanwhile, critical questions regarding exchange implementation remain unanswered.  Litigation

currently making its way through the courts also means states may be risking a tax increase on their citizens and

businesses by creating an exchange. Additionally, states that have passed variations of ALEC’s model Freedom
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of Choice in Healthcare Act may be violating their own laws and constitutions if they create an exchange.

__
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] FW: States must make exchange decisions by mid-

November
Date: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 8:18:24 AM

 
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2012 07:45 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; juliek@health.ok.gov <juliek@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] FW: States must make exchange
decisions by mid-November 
 
Katie and Julie,
 
I am sure you both are aware but I just wanted to make sure. Thanks, Nico

States must make exchange decisions by mid-November

By Jason Millman

5/16/12 2:41 PM EDT

The moment of truth for health insurance exchanges finally has a date: Nov. 16.

That’s when states will have to indicate to HHS whether they plan to run their own exchange
or share some exchange portions with the feds, the Obama administration announced today.
And states will have to do much more than say yes or no — they’ll have to turn in an
exchange blueprint and demonstrate readiness to the feds.

That means states sitting on the sidelines until the Supreme Court decides the fate of the
Affordable Care Act will have a little more than four months to put up or shut up.

And while many states continue to plan for exchanges even though they would like nothing
more than to see the court invalidate the health law, it gives them a short window to get
widespread buy-in to move ahead on the ACA’s biggest piece.

CCIIO Director Steve Larsen said he believes states will be able to quickly turn their
attention to implementation after a ruling, assuming the court upholds the ACA.

“We absolutely think there is time for them to apply,” Larsen said in a conference call
Wednesday afternoon. “The time to apply runs into the middle of November. We do think
that gives them plenty of time to come in — both to apply for approval and to continue to get
funding.”

Still, there are many who think the Supreme Court won’t be the final answer on the fate of
the ACA. A number of Republican state lawmakers and governors have urged putting off
exchange implementation until 2013 — after seeing how the November elections shake out.

Of course, if states don’t move ahead on a state-based exchange or federal partnership, HHS
said it will be ready to set up a federal-run exchange for those states — and the department
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today gave its first major guidance on how that would operate.

Most significantly, HHS said it will let all qualified health plans sell on the federally
facilitated exchange, at least for the first year. After that, it will analyze whether to move to
an active purchaser model, in which it will be more selective about which plans it will accept.

“At least in the first year, we anticipate having an open-market model,” Larsen said. “We
think this will help ensure at least initial availability of health plans for consumers.”

States that enter into a partnership model with HHS can handle plan management and in-
person consumer assistance functions. The department will handle enrollment functions and
the call center.

Meanwhile, HHS also announced that six states received about $180 million in the newest
round of exchange establishment grants. That includes the second-ever Level Two award
funding exchange operations for three years to Washington state, which received $127
million.

The other states are Illinois, Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, and Tennessee.

The ACA doesn’t provide direct funding for the federal exchange, so HHS announced it will
be at least partially funded by user fees from plans selling on the exchange. HHS is planning
to release more details on the fee program in the fall.

To read and comment online:
https://www.politicopro.com/go/?id=11499

This email alert has been sent for the exclusive use of POLITICO Pro subscriber Carter
Kimble. Forwarding or reproducing the alert without the express, written permission of
POLITICO Pro is a violation of federal law and the POLITICO Pro subscription
agreement. Copyright © 2012 by POLITICO LLC. To subscribe to POLITICO Pro,
please go to www.politicopro.com. To change your alert settings, please go to
https://www.politicopro.com/member/?webaction=viewAlerts.

===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
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accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fw: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Obamacare Mandate Upheld, Medicaid Expansion

"Limited"
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:28:12 AM

From the Joint Economic Committee...
 
From: Jacobs, Chris (JEC) [mailto:Chris_Jacobs@jec.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 09:25 AM
To: Jacobs, Chris (JEC) <Chris_Jacobs@jec.senate.gov> 
Subject: [Caution: Message contains Suspicious URL content] Obamacare Mandate Upheld, Medicaid
Expansion "Limited" 
 
The venerable Lyle Denniston from the website SCOTUSblog reports that the Supreme Court has
upheld the individual mandate as a tax – and that the Medicaid expansion was “limited but not
invalidated,” as “the federal government’s power to terminate states’ Medicaid funds is narrowly
read.”  The ruling can be found online here (loading times are VERY slow).
 
We will of course provide further updates and analysis as soon as possible.  However, the rulings and
opinions are lengthy and will take time to digest, so please bear that in mind – patience is
appreciated!
 
Chris Jacobs
Senior Policy Analyst
Joint Economic Committee
Senate Republican Staff
(202) 224-5171
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From: wanda galland
To: 2childrenofgod
Subject: Fw: [Fwd: Warning...Do you own a gun?]
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 12:39:19 AM

This means any type of gun, especially a hunting gun.
Wanda

----- Forwarded Message -----

 
This is similar to what occurred in Canada, England & France the last several years prior to the UN

coming in and seizing the guns from their people. The Communists also did that in the Eastern

European countries like Romania and others..prior to their take-over of those countries.  I personally

have been in Romania and interviewed several about how the Communists took over their countries. It

was exactly this same way.  Once they knew where the guns were it made it much easier to collect the

weapons and then it was no problem turning  those nations into Communist rule.   If you lied about your

gun and they found it or your neighbor turned you in, you simply disappeared from the home and town

forever.  As a result of that they have had virtually nothing for the last 75 years..  Right now, if things

don't change, it looks like we're next. Obama, Hillary, Pelosi, Schumer, and Reid, Doud, all seem

to have the same goals as to the take-over of this country.   They all seem to be socialists  if not

communists.  The sad thing is that it seems that they have the majority of the population on their side...  

 

From: Gerald Jones  
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 7:09 PM
   Subject: [Fwd: Warning...Do you own a gun?]
-------- Original Message --------

 

I did not verify the story below.....

--- I DON"T KNOW IF THIS IS ALL TRUE< HOWEVER IT IS SOMTHING TO
THINK ABOUT

Do you have a gun in the

house?
When I had my gangrene gallbladder taken out and

spent 10 days in the hospital for what should have

been an overnight stay the insurance company

kicked me out. I had home nurse visits for two weeks

and was asked if I had guns in the house. I respond

that if I did I would not tell them. So the below has

some merit.

22693



FYI, I am passing this along... there are comments

from two other people I have also been asked if we

keep guns in the house. The nurse just kinda slipped

it in along with all the other regular questions. I told

her I refused to answer because it was against the

law to ask.

Everyone, whether you have guns or not, should give

a neutral answer so they have no idea who does and

who doesn't. My doctor asked me if I had guns in my

house and also if any were loaded. I, of course,

answered yes to both questions. Then he asked why

I kept a loaded gun close to my bed. I answered that

my son, who is a certified gun instructor and also

works for Homeland Security, advised me that an

unloaded, locked up gun is no protection against

criminal attack.

The Government now requires these questions be

asked of people on Medicare, and probably everyone

else.

Just passing this along for your information: I had to

visit a doctor other than my regular doctor when my

doctor was on vacation.. One of the questions on the

form I had to fill out was: Do you have any guns in

your house?? My answer was None of your damn

business!!

So it is out there! It is either an insurance issue or

government intervention. Either way, it is out there

and the second the government gets into your

medical records (as they want to under Obamacare)

it will become a major issue and will ultimately result

in lock and load!!
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Please pass this on to all the other retired guys and

gun owners... Thanks, from a Vietnam Vet and

retired Police Officer: I had a doctor's appointment at

the local VA clinic yesterday and found out

something very interesting that I would like to pass

along. While going through triage before seeing the

doctor, I was asked at the end of the exam, three

questions: 1. Did I feel stressed? 2. Did I feel

threatened? 3. Did I feel like doing harm to

someone?

The nurse then informed me that if I had answered

yes to any of the questions I would have lost my

concealed carry permit as it would have gone into

my medical records and the VA would have reported

it to Homeland Security.

Looks like they are going after the vets first. Other

gun people like retired law enforcement will probably

be next. Then when they go after the civilians, what

argument will they have? Be forewarned and be

aware. The Obama administration has gone on

record as considering veterans and gun owners

potential terrorists. Whether you are a gun owner,
veteran or not, YOU'VE BEEN WARNED !

If you know veterans and gun owners, please pass

this on to them. Be very cautious about what you say

and to whom.

They are coming for us, so unless you're an ostrich,

do not stick your head in the sand..........
____________________________________________________________

-- 
Nancy
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: [In The Know] Oklahoma has big decision to make on Medicaid expansion
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:25:09 AM

TELL hER WE DON’T WANT ANYTHING TO DO WITH oBAMA
 
From: Oklahoma Policy Institute
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:02 AM
To: Judy
Subject: [In The Know] Oklahoma has big decision to make on Medicaid expansion
 

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

In The Know is a daily synopsis
of Oklahoma policy-related news
and blogs.  Inclusion of a story
does not necessarily mean
endorsement by the Oklahoma
Policy Institute. You can sign up
here to receive In The Know by
e-mail.

DonateNow

Do you count on OK Policy for

information, analysis and ideas

on state policy issues? We count

on you, too.

Become a fan on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Watch us on YouTube

Subscribe to e-mail alerts

Forward to a Friend

Today you should know that debate is erupting over whether

Oklahoma should accept an expansion of federal Medicaid
funding that would make some 200,000 uninsured Oklahoma

adults eligible for health insurance. On OK Policy Blog, we write

that  turning down the enhanced federal match would be contrary
to the state’s interests and lacking in basic compassion and

common sense.

Gov. Fallin renewed a call for a bond issue to make repairs to the
Capitol building. Tulsa students with DREAM Act Oklahoma are

uncovering many fraudulent claims by lawyers advertising help

for undocumented immigrants. Chesapeake Energy paid more in

compensation to Aubrey McClendon in 2008 alone than it has paid

in corporate income taxes over its entire 23-year history.

Oklahoma liquor retailers are gearing up for a public relations
campaign to preserve their monopoly now that the Oklahoma

Supreme Court has OK’d an initiative petition to let large grocery

stores in Oklahoma’s largest counties sell wine. A new state law

requires managers of recreational lakes and reservoirs to post

signs notifying the public about how to find water-quality test

results for blue-green algae and other contaminants .

The Tulsa World writes that the state’s new teacher evaluation

policy is an unfunded mandate that will take money out of the

classroom. The Enid News and Eagle examined how unlimited

corporate spending allowed under the Citizens United Supreme

Court decision is affecting races in Oklahoma.

The Number of the Day is the percentage of uninsured adults

aged 18 to 35 who were without health coverage in 2011 because

they couldn’t afford it, their employer didn’t offer it, or they’d been

denied due to a pre-existing condition. In today’s Policy Note, Ezra

Klein shows that of the 15 significant tax increases since 1950,

the Affordable Care Act comes in 10th for size. Combined tax
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increases within the ACA are smaller than the tax increase

approved by President Ronald Reagan in 1982.

 

In The News
Supreme Court ruling making Medicaid expansion optional
gives Fallin a big decision

Gov. Mary Fallin hasn’t decided whether the state should accept

an expansion of federal Medicaid funding that would make some

200,000 uninsured Oklahoma adults eligible for health insurance —

but she had no shortage of advice on the topic. Last week, the U.S.

Supreme Court ruled that the Affordable Care Act’s individual

mandate does not violate the U.S. Constitution, but the high court

also found that Congress cannot penalize states that refuse to go

along with the law’s plan to expand Medicaid to cover adults at up

to 133 percent of the poverty level. That makes the Medicaid

expansion — a key part of the law’s mechanism for decreasing the

number of uninsured people — essentially optional.

Read more from NewsOK.
 

Health care reform’s Medicaid expansion is right for Oklahoma

The Supreme Court’s landmark ruling upholding the bulk of the

Affordable Care Act (ACA) struck down one key component of the

law: it made the law’s Medicaid expansion optional rather than

mandatory by declaring that that the federal government may not

withhold all Medicaid funding for states that opt not to expand

Medicaid coverage. Oklahoma now can choose not to expand

Medicaid to cover more people without insurance living below the

poverty line. But such a choice would squander the chance for as

many as 180,000 struggling Oklahomans to get health insurance

coverage and leave hospitals and other health care providers on

the hook for uncompensated medical care. The choice for

Oklahoma – and other states – should be simple.

Read more from the OK Policy Blog.
 

Fallin calls for capitol repairs

State leaders will need to be able to work through differing

viewpoints on bond issues during the next legislative session to

resolve infrastructure issues with Oklahoma State Capitol repairs,

Gov. Mary Fallin said. “We have to take care of our investment as

a state and our seat of government where not only do we conduct

the state’s most important business, but it’s an image of our state,”

Fallin told The Edmond Sun. A proposed $200 million bond issue

to make repairs on the state Capitol complex was voted down in
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May by the House of Representatives. House Speaker Kris Steele

said the House will not accept a $200 million proposal to begin

repairs on the state Capitol building.

Read more from The Edmond Sun.
 

Students try to ID bogus immigration attorneys offering to
help undocumented youth

Five Tulsa college students split up the numbers to cold call

lawyers claiming to help immigrants file for the latest administrative

relief. In one afternoon, they found two disbarred attorneys, one

“notario” claiming the ability to do legal work, an attorney charging

$2,000 for an application that doesn’t yet exist and several more

with no idea of President Barack Obama’s recent announcement to

shift policy aimed to help undocumented youth. Warnings have

been issued about people offering unauthorized immigration

services, calling themselves “notarios” or immigration consultants.

A notario is considered an attorney in much of Mexico but does not

carry the same educational requirements in the U.S. The checks

started after members of DREAM Act Oklahoma received calls

from attorneys wanting referrals.

Read more from The Tulsa World.
 

Chesapeake 1% tax rate shows cost of drilling subsidy

Chesapeake Energy made $5.5 billion in pretax profits since its

founding more than two decades ago. So far, the second-largest

U.S. natural-gas producer has paid income taxes on almost none

of it. Chesapeake paid $53 million over its 23-year history, or about

1 percent of the cumulative pretax profits during that period, data

compiled by Bloomberg show. That’s less than half of Chief

Executive Officer Aubrey McClendon’s compensation, for example,

in 2008 alone. The company and other U.S. oil and gas producers

can thank a century-old rule that allows them to postpone income

taxes in recognition of the inherent risk of drilling wells that may

turn out to be dry. The break may be outdated for companies such

as Chesapeake, which, thanks to advances in technology, struck

oil or gas in 99.6 percent of its wells last year.

Read more from Bloomberg.
 

Oklahoma liquor retailers preparing for wine fight

Oklahoma liquor retailers are gearing up for a public relations

campaign to preserve a vital part of their business now that the

Oklahoma Supreme Court has OK’d an initiative petition that seeks

voter approval of a plan to let large grocery stores in Oklahoma’s

22698

http://okpolicy.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=8cb224d86e95d673b7ac1c763&id=d585390a18&e=d96d1c687e
http://okpolicy.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cb224d86e95d673b7ac1c763&id=48435d4619&e=d96d1c687e
http://okpolicy.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cb224d86e95d673b7ac1c763&id=5327dbef01&e=d96d1c687e


largest counties sell wine. The Retail Liquor Association of

Oklahoma, comprised of 80 of the state’s 640 licensed package

liquor retailers, opposes the petition submitted by Oklahomans for

Modern Laws, J.P. Richard, president of the retail group, said. The

petition proposes a new licensing scheme for wine, which currently

is sold almost exclusively at licensed liquor stores and accounts

for more than half of all liquor sales by some retailers. The stage

was set for the upcoming wine fight on Thursday when the

Oklahoma Supreme Court, in a narrow 5-4 ruling, allowed

supporters of Initiative Petition No. 396 to begin collecting voter

signatures to have the measure placed on the Nov. 6 general

election ballot.

Read more from the Shawnee News-Star.
 

Agencies make blue-green algae information available

Boaters and swimmers headed to Oklahoma lakes for the Fourth

of July should be prepared to see blue and green in addition to the

traditional red, white and blue. A new state law requires managers

of recreational lakes and reservoirs to post signs at major access

points notifying the public about how to find water-quality test

results for blue-green algae and other contaminants. The law

requires the Oklahoma Tourism Department to publish test results

on a new website and the state Health Department to provide

materials to health professionals about the potentially toxic

microorganism. However, the law – signed by Gov. Mary Fallin on

May 24 – prohibits lake managers from issuing advisories for blue-

green algae unless tests show a level that poses at least a

moderate risk of illness. That level is set by the World Health

Organization.

Read more from The Tulsa World.
 

Tulsa World: Local schools take another hit with evaluation
mandates

Another week, another assault on local school district budgets by

the state of Oklahoma. The Legislature in 2010 passed a law that

set up a framework for teacher evaluations. That’s not a bad idea;

for too long it was difficult if not impossible to weed out those few

teachers who are experienced but ineffective. Now, school districts

must pay the cost of training their administrators and principals to

conduct the evaluations, which range from $211 to $594 per

trainee, depending on the evaluation model chosen. Barresi’s State

Department of Education decreed there would be $1.5 million

available to be split among districts statewide. That’s more than

$200,000 short of the estimated cost, so once again local districts

are left holding the bag.
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Read more from The Tulsa World.
 

Court’s ruling on Citizens United widely reverberates

On June 25, the Supreme Court rejected a plea to revisit the

Citizens United case allowing labor unions and corporations to

spend unlimited amounts on federal elections. Since the landmark

Citizens United decision in 2010, nonprofits can make independent

expenditures in elections, raising disclosure questions as the ruling

reverberates to the state and local level. Why should Oklahomans

care? Take the Senate District 41 race, where incumbent Sen.

Clark Jolley, R-Edmond, faced a fierce primary challenge by the

Rev. Paul Blair. A tea party-backed Edmond pastor, Blair made

headlines for endorsing John McCain from the pulpit in 2008. The

registered political action committee Coalition for Oklahoma’s

Future purchased radio and TV ads favoring Jolley’s re-election

and targeting Blair, the Oklahoma Gazette reported.

Read more from the Enid News and Eagle.
 

Quote of the Day
To the extent the world is a different place than it was

when the policy was first devised, that’s a powerful

reason to revisit the need for this subsidy.

-Edward Kleinbard, a former chief of staff on the

congressional Joint Committee on Taxation, on a

century-old rule that allows oil and gas companies to

postpone income taxes. The rule has allowed

Chesapeake Energy to pay a cumulative tax rate of

less than 1 percent over its 23-year history.

Number of the Day
71 percent

Percentage of uninsured adults aged 18 to 35 who were without

health coverage because they couldn’t afford it, their employer

didn’t offer it, or they’d been denied due to a pre-existing condition,

2011

Source:  Young Invincibles

See previous Numbers of the Day here.

Policy Note
No, ‘Obamacare’ isn’t ‘the largest tax increase in the history of
the world’ (in one chart)

Since the Supreme Court decision, Republicans have been calling
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the Affordable Care Act “the largest tax increase in the history of

the world.” Politifact rates this false. Kevin Drum’s got a table of the

15 significant tax increases since 1950, and the Affordable Care

Act, which amounts to a tax increase of 0.49 percent of GDP,

comes in 10th. So no, the Affordable Care Act isn’t the “biggest tax

hike in history.” It’s not even the biggest tax hike in the past 60

years. Or 50 years. Or 30 years. Or 20 years. But it does include a

number of tax hikes. The individual mandate, however, isn’t one of

the big ones.

Read more from Ezra Klein.

You can sign up here to receive In The Know by e-mail.
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From: Jason Sutton
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: [SHPS-GoogleGroup] Great news!
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 2:28:34 PM

I'm sure you are aware of this...thought I would pass it along just in case you hadn't heard...

Jason Sutton, J.D.
Policy Impact Director
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, Inc.

-----Original Message-----
From: statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com [mailto:statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com]
On Behalf Of Beverly
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 2:25 PM
To: StateHealthPolicySummit
Subject: [SHPS-GoogleGroup] Great news!

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 9, 2011
For more information, contact:
Samir Arif
785.368.6628 (office)
Media@ks.gov

Kansas To Opt Out Of Early Innovator Grant

Topeka - Kansas Governor Sam Brownback and Lt. Governor Dr. Jeff Colyer announced today that the
State of Kansas is returning its "early innovator" grant distributed by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services in February for early implementation of portions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA).

"There is much uncertainty surrounding the ability of the federal government to meet it's already
budgeted future spending obligations.
Every state should be preparing for fewer federal resources, not more.
To deal with that reality Kansas needs to maintain maximum flexibility. That requires freeing Kansas
from the strings attached to the Early Innovator Grant," said Governor Brownback

"Federal Medicaid mandates have cost Kansans over 400 million in the past 2 years alone. Full
implementation of the mandates in the President's health care law would cost billions more," said Dr.
Colyer. "We will work to find innovative Kansas based solutions to Kansas challenges and be very
selective in the federal funds the state applies for and receives.  We look forward to working with
legislative leaders and Insurance Commissioner Praeger as we develop Kansas solutions."

Following Oklahoma's decision in April to opt out, Kansas is now the second state to opt out of Early
Innovator Grant funding

"The early innovator grant does not address the most important issue in health reform, which is slowing
the rate of cost growth in health care. Through the statewide Medicaid reform meetings, Kansas is
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taking the opportunity to decide for ourselves how best to provide health care access, improve
outcomes and reduce costs for our state," said Dr. Robert Moser, Secretary for the Kansas Department
of Health and Environment.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: : 3.8% sales tax - Have fun with THAT!!!
Date: Sunday, October 23, 2011 11:09:59 AM

 
 
From: mary lou huffman
Sent: Sunday, October 23, 2011 10:18 AM
To: Bonnie Jean Schnack
Subject: Fw: Fwd: : 3.8% sales tax - Have fun with THAT!!!
 

 
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Sherbert Young <

To: Douglas Sharp < >

Sent: Friday, October 21, 2011 10:32 AM

Subject: FW: Fwd: : 3.8% sales tax - Have fun with THAT!!!

 
 
 
 
 

Sent: 10/21/2011 9:55:49 AM

Subject: Fwd: : 3.8% sales tax - Have fun with THAT!!!

 

 

 

How many of you knew this???

The National Association of REALTORS is all over this and working to get it
repealed, before it takes effect. But, I am very pleased we aren't the only
ones who know about this ploy to steal billions from unsuspecting
homeowners.  How many REALTORS do you think will vote Democratic in
2012?
 
Did you know that if you sell your house after 2012 you will pay a 3.8%
sales tax on it?  That's $3,800 on a $100,000 home, etc.  When did this
happen?  It's in the health care bill and goes into effect in 2013.  Why
2013?  Could it be to come to light AFTER the 2012 elections?  So, this is
"change you can believe in"?
 
Under the new health care bill all real estate transactions will be subject
to a 3.8% Sales Tax.  If you sell a $400,000 home, there will be a $15,200
tax.  This bill is set to screw the retiring generation who often downsize
their homes. 
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Does this make your November and 2012 vote more important? 
 
Oh, you weren't aware this was in the Obamacare bill?  Guess what, you
aren't alone.  There are more than a few members of Congress that aren't
aware of it either. Remember Pelosi saying that ‘We need to just pass this
thing and we’ll read it later’. That’s what you get when you put people
like that in office.
 
http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare-flatlines-obamacare-taxes-
home
 
I hope you forward this to every single person in your address book. 
VOTERS NEED TO KNOW.
 
Have a great day…tomorrow is gonna really suck!
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: : A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS
Date: Saturday, October 20, 2012 2:29:13 PM

 
 
From: Judy Earnheart
Sent: Saturday, October 20, 2012 2:28 PM
To: donald Ray
Subject: Fw: : A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS
 

 
 
From: Jamie Ensley
Sent: Saturday, October 20, 2012 12:12 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: : A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS
 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Susy Von Senden < >
Date: Fri, Oct 19, 2012 at 7:11 PM
Subject: Fwd: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS
To: greg apel<

 
 
Begin forwarded message:

From: Gary McKnight < >

Subject: Fwd: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS
Date: October 19, 2012 4:00:46 PM CDT

To: undisclosed-recipients:;

Bcc: susyvonsenden

there are a lot more surprises in this thing that have been purposely delayed 
 
---- 

Subject: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..

November 6, 2012 will be the most important date
that will affect the rest of your life ... The Choice Is

Yours.
A message from Blue Cross Blue Shield

Professor Emeritus John W. Hill, JD, PhD
Kelley School of Business , Indiana University

MEDICARE

Look clearly at the 2014 rate compared to the 2013 rate.

For those of you who are on Medicare, read the following. It's short, but
important and you probably haven't heard about it in the Mainstream News:

"The per person Medicare Insurance Premium will increase from the present
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Monthly Fee of $96.40, rising to:

$104.20 in 2012

$120.20 in 2013

And

$247.00 in 2014."

These are Provisions incorporated in the Obamacare Legislation, purposely delayed so as not to confuse the
2012 Re-Election Campaigns. Send this to all Seniors that you know, so they will know who's throwing them
under the bus.

Peggy Riehle
Internal Representative
Network Contracting
205-220-6778

 

 

 

 

 

 Subject:  A
Message
From Blue
Cross Blue
Shield To
ALL
AMERICANS
.. ..

November 6,
2012 will be

the most
important

date that will
affect the rest
of your life ...
The Choice

Is Yours.
A message from Blue
Cross Blue Shield

Professor Emeritus
John W. Hill, JD,
PhD
Kelley School of
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Business , Indiana
University

  
                                  
MEDICARE

Look clearly at the
2014 rate compared
to the 2013 rate.

For those of you who
are on Medicare, read
the following. It's
short, but
important and you
probably haven't
heard about it in the
Mainstream News:

"The per person
Medicare Insurance
Premium will
increase from the
present
Monthly Fee of
$96.40, rising to:

$104.20 in  2012

$120.20 in 2013

And

$247.00 in 2014."

These are Provisions
incorporated in the
Obamacare
Legislation,
purposely delayed
so as not to confuse
the 2012 Re-Election
Campaigns. Send
this to all Seniors
that you know, so
they will know
who's throwing
them under the bus.

                 Peggy
Riehle
               Internal 
Representative
               Network
Contracting
          205-220-6778
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to

which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure

under applicable law. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender by email, delete and

destroy this message and its attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use,

dissemination, distribution, or copying of the communication is strictly prohibited.

           
 

-- 
People who forward e-mail without deleting the tons of previous recipients should be shot and then tarred and feathered.
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From: Chris Harper
To: "Cathy1 Freede"; Cindy Harper
Subject: FW: : READING FROM THE OBAMACARE PAGES.....!
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 5:57:13 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Dennis Brunner [mailto:dbrunner@concrete-enterprises.net]
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 9:26 AM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FW: : READING FROM THE OBAMACARE PAGES.....!

Is this the Health Care We really Want?

Dennis Brunner
President
Concrete Enterprises, Inc.
200 NE 46th
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
405/605-4141
Fax 405/605-4242
dbrunner@concrete-enterprises.net
"In God We Trust"

Subject: Re: READING FROM THE OBAMACARE PAGES.....!

WOW   not good
>
>
> LONG BUT EYE OPENING!
>
> THIS WILL KNOCK YOUR SOCKS OFF!
>
> Please watch the entire video....it is ALMOST unbelievable!
> Then forward it to everyone you know.
> http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=HcBaSP31Be8&vg=medium
>
>
>
>>>
>
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From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Date: 

This survey may be of interest... 

From: Luke Frans [mailto:luke.frans@resurgentrepublic.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 3:24 PM 
To: Luke Frans 
Subject: **New RR Survey on Health Care Repeal This Afternoon** 

All: this afternoon we are releasing new data that will help shape the debate over the repeal 
of Obamacare, which the House begins later today. Our full survey results will be made 
public this Thursday. 

Key health care findings: 

• Plurality of registered voters supports Republican plans to repeal and replace the health 
care refo1m law, 49 to 44 percent (including 54 to 36 percent among Independents) . 

• When given argmnents for and against repeal, voters favored the conservative 
statement 50 to 44 percent (including 51 to 40 percent among Independents). 

• By 70 to 23 percent, voters believe they should be allowed to buy health insurance 
across state lines. 

• Voters oppose an individual mandate to purchase health insurance by 56 to 39 
percent. 

• Voters supp01i individual ownership of health insurance so that people would not lose 
their insurance if they lost their job, 53 to 36 percent. 

• They believe frivolous medical malpractice lawsuits drive up the cost of health care 
by 53 to 38 percent. 

• They also oppose allowing any taxpayer dollars to fund abortions by 52 to 41 
percent. 

Key point: Independents' support of plans to repeal and replace the health care law has 
remained steady since the mid-term elections. This is noteworthy for two reasons: 

• Recent public polling has shown a slight increase in Obama's job approval, yet that increase has 
not closed the gap he faces among Independents on this issue. 
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The survey was conducted among registered voters, and the data among these Independents is

very similar to what we found last November with Independents who voted in the mid-terms.

 

RR documents: memo analysis and survey toplines.

-- 
Luke Frans | Resurgent Republic
703-838-8440 (O)

(C)
luke.frans@resurgentrepublic.com
http://twitter.com/resurgentrep
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: "Obama Terror Plan" Is Oklahoma goi ng to lay down and let this happen?????
Date: Thursday, August 02, 2012 9:12:07 AM

 
 
From: Tea Party News
Sent: Wednesday, August 01, 2012 3:51 PM
To: efarm
Subject: "Obama Terror Plan"
 

To view this as a web page, click here

Citizens of the Republic,
Never Give Up. Never Surrender.

Obama is building his kingdom on the backs of the American people! Obama, “America’s Fraud
President” will stop at nothing to execute his agenda of creating a socialist nation, grabbing
your guns, your money and your freedom!

Families are suffocating under the weight of the failed policies of the Obama administration.
Unemployment is sky-high—over 8% for 40 straight months. Jobs are disappearing. People
have given up looking for employment.

Yet, with all this bad news “America’s Fraud President” demands MORE taxes. To add injury to
insult, he wants to grab your guns again, too! This adds up to one thing: GRABBING YOUR
FREEDOM! Obama will stop at nothing to carry out his sinister agenda. See for yourself:

Obama Terror Plan #1: WALLET GRABBING 

America’s oh-so-inept president will use any method to increase the tax load on the American
people. His goal: the redistribution of wealth. By not approving the Bush Tax Cuts, taxes
increase. Once again, this is nothing more than a “Tax And Spend” Scheme.

Steve Eichler
CEO-TeaParty.org

(Birther)

“I WILL NOT OBEY. The Obama regime demands our guns, wallets and
freedom. His majesty believes the American people will quietly submit to
government intrusion, sit by silently and watch fellow citizens
assassinated in the name of the greater good for the greatest number.
To add injury to insult, the I.R.S. will grab our medical records, tax
records and T.S.A. records—all under the watchful eye of the greatest
criminal in the 21st Century, Barack Hussein Obama. To that I say: HELL
NO. I RESIST!”

You know, it’s as if this royal con-artist is mocking America by saying, “I demand your wallet,
you know, more taxes from the commoners…and then they shall have my care.”
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“America’s Fraud President” is demanding an increased tax load on the backs of the commoners
any way he can get it.

Direct tax increase – ObamaTax 
Dissolve the Bush Tax Cuts 
Obscene tax on pharmaceuticals 
Obscene tax on “Go To Work” gasoline 
I.R.S. tax penalties 
Tax and devour the rich

But the Obama agenda doesn’t stop there! King Obama not only wants to tax the hell out of
Americans but reduce their Constitutional rights as well! Oh yes, you heard me right!

America’s King of Carnage wants to increase taxes and destroy our Constitutional rights using
the “Tax and Screw” method!

Just look at what the socialist Obama regime is up to right now:

Swiping the guns right out of your hands with U.N. authority 
Demanding the end of domestic oil drilling 
Opening our borders without restriction to let illegals flood in 
Granting amnesty to all illegal aliens 
Assassinating U.S. citizens abroad and at home 
Police search and seize at government will and without cause 
Removing private ownership from all business 
Seizing, controlling and taxing the internet 
Slapping carbon emissions taxes on industry

Now let me give you something to think about…and if it doesn’t enrage you it should.

How many Obama objectives are within a single stroke of his pen? Answer: ALL OF THEM!

With a single stroke of Obama’s poison presidential pen he can set off a cascade effect that will
neutralize our rights—and it could take generations before we can get them back. Maybe never!
The real problem is Obama is trying to overlay a quasi-communist agenda on a Free-Enterprise
Republic—and the result are and will continue to be disastrous—and eventually deadly!

We must stop him now. This is not a “wait and see” situation. This is an all-out war to protect
all that we love. We must defend ourselves against the big O’s Assault on America!!!

What can you do? Donate now to help us continue our work to stop these Constitutional
atrocities.

Obama Terror Plan #2: GUN GRABBING ASSAULT

I know I’ve been talking about the across-the-board Obama atrocities, but just about the time I
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thought Obama couldn’t be more dubious he comes out with a gun grabbing statement that
made my blood curdle.

Not only do the Obama-Commies want to tax and control us to death, but now they want us to
be defenseless. NO WAY IN HELL will we let that happen! 

Democrat Obamites are using any excuse to grab our guns, tax the hell
out of us and to make us slaves to the State

Since when has gun confiscation helped a society? Listen up, sit down and read this:

Does gun grabbing have a history? Yes, and let me tell you: it sucks. 

1820-1900: American Indians were refused guns; their land was stolen, they
became victims of genocide because they couldn’t protect themselves from the
U.S. Government’s land grab. Thousands died on the “Trail Of Tears.” They were
unarmed. 
1911: Turkey established gun control. Subsequently, from 1915 to 1917, 1.5
million Armenians, deprived of the means to defend themselves, were rounded
up and killed. 
1929: The Soviet Union established gun control. From 1929 to 1953,

approximately 20 million dissidents were arrested and executed. 
1938: Germany established gun control. From 1939 to 1945 over 13 million
Jews, gypsies, homosexuals, mentally ill, union leaders, Catholics and others,
unable to fire a shot in protest, were killed by the state. 
1935: China established gun control. Between 1948 and 1952, over 20 million

dissidents were rounded up and murdered by the Communists. 
1956: Cambodia enshrined gun control. In just two years (1975-1977) over one
million "educated" people (about 1/3 of the entire population!) were executed by
the Reds. 
1964: Guatemala locked-in gun control. From 1964 to 1981 over 100,000 Mayan

Indians were rounded up and killed, unable to defend themselves. 
1970: The Ugandan dictator decreed gun control. During the next nine years

over 300,000 Christians were murdered. 
2012: The President of the United States of America decrees gun control—NO
MORE GUNS—what do you think will happen?

Over 56 MILLION people have died in the
last century alone, unable to defend
themselves, because of gun control. 
Well, shoot! Does that sound American to you? No way in hell. It’s NOT what our founding
fathers had in mind when they wrote the Constitution. Even progressive liberals are rebuking
“America’s Fraud President” and jumping ship because some of them own guns, want to keep
their wallets and protect their freedom!
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Congressmen are denouncing allegiance to his majesty, King Obama.

We have the most destructive man to ever sit in the White House ruling America—a sinister
force we know very little about since he has concealed every known record.

If the Tea Party doesn’t stand up who will? If not now, when? If not you, WHO?

Democrats have fed into Obama’s takeover of America. Republicans signed ObamaCare and
have been gutless in the past.

Has the Republican Party downed the
Obama coked-up Kool-Aid?

It is becoming painfully clear the Tea Party must take the lead! Obama, “America’s Fraud
President” is the product of a secret system of subversion and deception. A complete
underworld of dangerous swindles, unscrupulous scams and deadly con-artists that have been
involved are now being exposed… and the picture is pure, raw evil.

Given Obama’s past record, is it any wonder he wants to grab your guns, reach into your wallet
and grab your cash for his tax coffers and then extinguish your freedom?

The problem is, it is within his reach and most of the Washington Pharisees have applauded his
actions! Are they blind or stupid—or both?

If the unthinkable happens “America’s Fraud President”
will do the following the next 4 years

Guns confiscated once and for all 
U.S. dollar replaced with global currency 
Domestic oil drilling stopped 
Soviet Union style army on our streets 
U.S. borders dissolved 
100% amnesty for all illegals 
Homeownership swapped for government housing 
Public school system and social services replace parents 
Tea Party—and anyone who opposes the “new rule”—extinguished

It is becoming painfully obvious that Obama has been a foreign plant from the beginning. It is
time to expose “America’s Fraud President.” But, you CAN stand in the way of his grab for
America.

The Tea Party’s no-holds-barred approach to exposing Barack Hussein Obama has ruffled some
feathers on both sides of the aisle—and we’re damn proud of it!

We’ve had calls from high-ranking conservatives to our office who have ranted and raved and
DEMANDED that we “cease and desist” our research into Obama’s past.
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You know by now what I said: “Screw that. I AM AS MAD AS HELL, AND OBAMA IS NOT GOING
TO GET AWAY WITH IT!”

Something is VERY WRONG when our elected officials refuse to
denounce the 21st Century’s most notorious criminal:

Barack Hussein Obama a.k.a. “America’s Fraud President”

If I were to tell you 5 years ago that America would elect a man who did the following, you
would have called me crazy. Read the short list and then tell me I’m nuts:

Bows to foreign potentates 
We don’t know his real name 
Provides a fraud birth certificate that’s been FORGED 
Promises Russia (not America) he can do more when he is elected 
Trying to grab our guns 
Creates the biggest “Tax And Screw Plan” (ObamaCare) in America

history 
Highest unemployment since the 1929 Wall Street crash 
Denies dignity to small business owners, claiming they didn’t build

their own business. 
More, more, more….

Citizens of the Republic:
Never Give Up. Never Surrender. ----- 

It is time to join the resistance
If you’re afraid of what the consequences of joining the resistance may be, remember what
they will be if you don’t!

Here’s what you can do right now: 

FORWARD this email to a friend, spread the word far and wide. 
Send a “NO OBAMATAX” FAX! Tell Washington to repeal that socialist poison
now. Your fax will go to every one of the 100 Senators and 435 Members of the
House of Representatives.

Let’s fax blast the HELL out of Washington and make them feel your pain with a
fax that will shake them up and let them know where you stand! 
Expose “America’s Fraud President”: For only .23 cents per household we’ll
make the call to deliver a powerful message that exposes the frauds Obama has
committed. It’s part of our ONE MILLION CALL CAMPAIGN to expose and depose
Obama, America’s Fraud President.
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For only .23 cents per household you can help support our ONE MILLION CALL
CAMPAIGN to throw out Obama in November. Just think: for a donation of just
$23, $46, $69 you can help us reach 100, 200 even 300 households—or more.  
FREE—JOIN THE RESISTANCE:  Be the solution. Blog, post photos, share your
opinions, watch videos, join Tea Party groups and more! 
MAKE A DONATION: You are the power behind the Tea Party, help us keep on

fighting! 

STOP!
Do NOT let “America’s Fraud President”

grab your guns, your wallet or your freedom!

Our Tea Party teams are mobilizing. We’re calling in every resource to fight this with all
our might. We’re beyond mad as hell. We’re so DONE with this socialist pig in pinstripe
we’re going to FIGHT harder than we have ever fought before.

We’re fired up and ready to do battle with the enemy who has shown his
true face. It is evil. It is socialist. It is anti-American. It is WRONG. If you
agree, DONATE NOW to help us and then… 

Arm yourself with powerful Tea Party
Tools of Freedom

The fraud in the White House must not be allowed to get reelected. Washington cronies
are scheming right now about how they can steal the election, twist votes and disrupt
the Democratic system.

But they will fail, because you and me and millions and millions of other America-loving
Patriots that will stand in their way!

JOIN THE TEA PARTY RESISTANCE
FREE - Join The Tea Party

FREE – Receive a monthly educational piece in the mail with your first donation

FAX BLAST - Send 535 FAX pages to Washington, DC at a deep discount rate

FREE – Join the Tea Party’s #1 social network site

 Get your own page

 Post your photos

 Be a blogger

 Share in forums
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 Post your videos

 Watch videos

 Get Daily Alerts

 Network and unite with other Tea Partiers

 Join a State Group

 Learn how to start your own Tea Party

 Be educated by Dr. Jerome Corsi, PhD. through the 1776 Nation Series

 Join Tea Party’s Facebook & Twitter

 More, More, More……..

Support the Tea Party Million Call Campaign
We’re making outgoing calls to households across America, to oust “America’s
Fraud President.” Your donation can help us make more calls to spread the
message far and wide—well beyond the one million calls that were originally
planned. Just $23 helps us reach 100 households with an anti-Obama
message. Worth it don’t you think?! 
FREE – Tea Party email newsletter
Our #1 e-newsletter features timely yet provocative and most often absolutely
shocking articles to help educate you on the issues—the very ones covered up
by the media.

Are you with us? Can we count on you to help with a contribution
that allows us to blast our message across America to oust Obama
and get ObamaCare overturned?

WE WILL FIGHT THIS TO THE DEATH but we need your support to keep going.

Give your best donation, small or large, but please give so we can push back with a
fierce vengeance. We need YOU to make this happen.

Take back America and take back our freedom!

Donate today to support our efforts to rise up and revolt against these anti-
American atrocities and Barack Obama—also appropriately known as
America’s B.O. and he just plain stinks!

STOP THE ASSAULT ON AMERICA NOW. 

Save “We the People” –together we can do this!

Steve Eichler
CEO-Teaparty.org
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This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW:
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:32:45 AM

 
 

From: Cherie Ward  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 2:20 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject:
 
Dear Govenor Fallin,

The people of Oklahoma have made their position clear- we want the government out of our
healthcare! Are you willing to stand with the people of Oklahoma and resist the
implementation of ObamaCare? Specifically, we are asking you to:
1. To oppose any implementation of a health insurance exchange-state based or otherwise
2. To terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET)
And
1. To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state of Oklahoma, including the acceptance
of any federal funding for the purpose of expanding Medicaid
The courtesy of your reply is appreciated.

Sincerely, Cherie Ward
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: "Within My Authority..." Obama Rules As Dictator Again
Date: Monday, September 10, 2012 9:29:14 AM

Do we have a dictator???
 
From: Conservative Daily
Sent: Monday, September 10, 2012 9:03 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: "Within My Authority..." Obama Rules As Dictator Again
 

Is this email not displaying correctly?

 
DailySanity Newsletter from Conservative-Daily.com

 

"Within My Authority..." Obama
Rules As Dictator Again  

President Obama has decided that because Congress

has yet to come to a decision on cybersecurity

legislation, he will take care of it through executive order.

Again, he is ignoring Congress and going around our

system of government, acting as a dictator and doing

what he wants.

Obama’s draft has not been circulating through

Congress. Sources say few, if any; lawmakers have seen

the executive order. Again, Obama’s plan is being

drafted in secret and leans heavily on the Lieberman-

Collins bill that gave so many in Congress heartburn.

It wasn’t passed for a reason. Our elected

representatives didn’t like it.

Fax Congress now!
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Forward this to a friend »

Tell Your Friends!

Make sure your friends read this
too...we need every voice we can
get to change the status quo in
Washington! Click the button
below to send this email on.

And, Join the Conversation on Facebook

Senator Harry Reid spent most of this year pushing

Congress to pass cybersecurity legislation sponsored by

Joe Lieberman (I-CT) and Susan Collins (R-ME).

Harry Reid wants private networks to be placed under

the control of the Department of Homeland Security. That

means private enterprise will become a state-run

behemoth, and your sensitive, personal information will

be less secure and more prone to hackers.

And the government will have access to your information,

of course, and they can do anything they want with it.

You and I fought against this legislation and were

instrumental in stopping it from passing. But now, Obama

has decided he must step in and take care of it.

Obama’s draft EO leaked, and here is what we know.

His cybersecurity order:

1. Asks industry to “voluntarily” submit…(we have to

ask, under threat of what?) cybersecurity threat

information to the government, with the provision

that the data won’t be used for regulatory purposes

(sure) or against companies (even though the

Obama administration has a history of auditing and

harassing those who don’t agree with them).

2. Requires the Department of Homeland Security to

do privacy assessments on the data they collect…

comforting, considering the fact that our

government cannot keep anything private.

3. Assures us that First Amendment protections will

apply to how the government identifies critical

infrastructure…so long as they don’t re-write or re-

interpret the definition of the First Amendment, of

course.

4. Addresses acquisition and preferences (i..e.,

tampers with the free market by leaning on

companies to do certain things and purchase

specific technology demanded by the government),

so companies can meet the standards set by the

DHS.

5. Calls for a report discussing possible “incentives”

and recognition by the government. Again, what

will happen to those companies who “voluntarily”

participated but weren’t deemed worthy of

coronation by the Obama administration? What
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happens to those companies who refuse to

participate?

We need to lean on Congress to pass a less-intrusive bill

by the end of the year so Obama will not push his

executive order through. If he wins the election in

November, he will be even more eager to push through

this EO and whatever else he has brewing on his desk

that we don’t know about yet.

Fax Congress now!

Steve Bucci of the Heritage Foundation took to his blog

to denounce the President’s latest runaround: “The

President should resist the temptation to ladle on a new

regulatory bureaucracy (or bureaucracies) simply to

satisfy the need to ‘do something. If it is not done right, it

will do damage. Let the debate continue until it is done

right, Mr. President. It’s called the democratic process,

and it invariably provides the best answers, even if it

takes awhile.”

Even Susan Collins, the sponsor of the original bill with

Joe Lieberman, is concerned about Obama’s dismissal of

Congress” “I’m not for doing by executive order what

should be done by legislation. An executive order could

send the unintended signal that congressional action is

not urgently needed.”

We don’t need Presidential action and government

regulation to tell companies how to do their jobs. Jim

Lewis is a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and

International Studies. He says many companies who

manage vital computer systems in our country right now

are already heavily regulated.

He also points out that the Office of Management and

Budget is working on security standards for federal

computer systems, and those standards could easily form

the basis for private companies.

In other words, why does President Obama feel the need

to have private companies fall under the control of the

Department of Homeland Security?

Answer: Power.

Fax Congress now!

And, Join the Conversation on Facebook

President Obama wrote a doom and gloom op-ed in The
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Wall Street Journal warning of the terrible things that will

happen should cybersecurity not pass.

…Just like terrible things would happen if we didn’t pass

the stimulus

…Just like terrible things would happen if we didn’t pass

the DREAM Act

…Just like terrible things would happen if we didn’t pass

Net Neutrality

…Just like terrible things would happen if we didn’t pass

Obamacare

The Democrats drafted cybersecurity behind closed

doors and refused to let Republicans in on the

negotiations. But, when they realized the bill wasn’t going

to go anywhere without bipartisan support, they changed

their tune. Then, they begged Republicans to work with

them, and John McCain was the leader on compromise

legislation.

But, no one liked that either. So as has become the way

of the land, President Obama decided he would take

care of it on his own and issue an executive order.

The cybersecurity bill is broad and vague and opens up

the Internet to a host of government regulations and

control. It is ill-conceived and no one knows quite where

it will lead—but those opposed to it know the more we

open private enterprise up for government control, the

worse off we are.

Fax Congress Now and Keep Your Freedom!

Obama’s Cybersecurity EO means the government will

become the master regulator of every activity you

participate in online—whether it’s banking, shopping,

playing games, engaging in social media, or posting on a

blog—because if they deem what you are doing a

“threat” or a “cybersecurity emergency,” they can have

the DHS shut you down.

This is simply another power grab, another attack on our

free market system. It’s another way to put another

industry under the umbrella of U.S. government control.

We must lean on Congress to protect our system of

government, and we must get Obama out of office in

November.
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Sincerely,

Tony Adkins

Conservative-Daily

Conservative Daily is a media outlet protected by the first amendment and support for our efforts is not tax-

deductible. Not interested in receiving emails like this? Unsubscribe instantly 

Shuffling Madness Media, Parker, CO 80134

Copyright © 2012 Shuffling Madness Media. All rights reserved.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: 2 New Briefs: State Responsibilities in a Partnership Exchange
Date: Thursday, October 04, 2012 12:09:58 PM

Fyi
 
From: Katie Richey [mailto:krichey@okpolicy.org] 
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Katie Richey <krichey@okpolicy.org> 
Subject: 2 New Briefs: State Responsibilities in a Partnership Exchange 
 

Health Insurance Exchange Implementation: To Partner or Not To
Partner? 

Families USA | October 2012
This brief lists questions that states unlikely to have a state-based exchange in 2014
should use to determine whether a partnership exchange or a federally facilitated
exchange would be better for consumers and small businesses.

 

State Responsibilities in a Partnership Exchange 

Families USA | October 2012
This brief summarizes the functions that states must perform if they choose to
implement a partnership exchange. In addition, this piece outlines key exchange
establishment deadlines and describes the functions that the federal government
performs in a partnership exchange.

Kate Richey
Policy Analyst, Oklahoma Policy Institute
(918) 794-3944 | 
-----------------------
okpolicy.org/blog
Follow @OKPolicy on Twitter
Like OKPolicy on Facebook
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From: Kandi Batts
To: Jean Roupe
Subject: FW: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 9:50:00 AM

 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 8:05 AM
Subject: 3/26/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
The Norman Transcript – OCAST provides funding for scientists, researchers, manufacturers
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1361426808/OCAST-provides-funding-for-scientists-
researchers-manufacturers
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Officials: Fallin didn’t mean to snub Pres. Obama
http://www.ktul.com/story/17240386/officials-fallin-didnt-mean-to-snub-president-obama?
clienttype=printable
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report, Wayne Greene: Obama visit spices up slow week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A26_CUTLIN353498
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fort Gibson choir performs at Capitol
http://muskogeephoenix.com/features/x1450995283/Fort-Gibson-choir-performs-at-Capitol
 
Tulsa World – Bond issue considered to fix Okla. State Capitol
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=298&articleid=20120324_298_0_OKLAHO314577
 
The Oklahoman – Law enforcement mixed on proposed open carry legislation
http://newsok.com/law-enforcement-mixed-on-proposed-open-carry-
legislation/article/3660549?custom_click=pod_lead_politics
 
The Norman Transcript… Opinion – A missed opportunity
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x1361426541/A-missed-opportunity
 
Enid News & Eagle – Commissioner speaks in Enid
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1437237816/Commissioner-speaks-in-Enid
 
The Oklahoman – Three-year bond issue could be option for Oklahoma state Capitol
renovations
http://newsok.com/three-year-bond-issue-could-be-option-for-oklahoma-state-capitol-
renovations/article/3660348
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
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The Oklahoman – Cameron completes journey to earth’s deepest point
http://newsok.com/cameron-completes-journey-to-earths-deepest-point/article/feed/363795
 
The Oklahoman – Claims Keystone XL pipeline will destroy Oklahoma historical sites is
disputed
http://newsok.com/claims-keystone-xl-pipeline-will-destroy-oklahoma-historical-sites-is-
disputed/article/3660906
 
The Oklahoman – Half of deployed Oklahoma National Guard soldiers are now home
http://newsok.com/half-of-deployed-oklahoma-national-guard-soldiers-are-now-
home/article/3660803
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing gushing from oil storage business
http://newsok.com/cushing-gushing-from-oil-storage-business/article/3660500?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Cushing, OK stores more than $4.1 billion in oil
http://newsok.com/cushing-ok-stores-more-than-4.1-billion-in-oil/article/3660501?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Nation business news briefs
http://newsok.com/nation-business-news-briefs/article/3660427?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Legislative battles best fought without one side having publicly
financed edge
http://newsok.com/legislative-battles-best-fought-without-one-side-having-publicly-
financed-edge/article/3660144?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Some playing politics with GOP leaders’ handling of Obama’s
visit to Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/some-playing-politics-with-gop-leaders-handling-of-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma-city/article/3660143?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Little new ground broken during Obama’s visit to Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/little-new-ground-broken-during-obamas-visit-to-
oklahoma/article/3660134?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – ScissorTales: Oklahoma state auditor’s wish will have to wait
for another time
http://newsok.com/scissortales-oklahoma-state-auditors-wish-will-have-to-wait-for-another-
time/article/3660133?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare on trial
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-on-trial/article/feed/363970
 
The Oklahoman – VIDEO: Santorum blasts New York Times reporter
http://newsok.com/video-santorum-blasts-new-york-times-reporter/article/feed/363960
 
The Oklahoman – Louisiana not a game-changer
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http://newsok.com/lousiana-not-a-game-changer/article/feed/363833
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan open to being Romeny’s VP
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-open-to-being-romneys-vp/article/feed/363866
 
The Oklahoman – Obamacare doesn’t ‘force’ people to buy anything
http://newsok.com/obamacare-doesnt-force-people-to-buy-anything/article/feed/363868
 
The Oklahoman – Washington Notes
http://newsok.com/washington-notes/article/3660641
 
 
Tulsa World – Soldiers of Oklahoma’s 45th infantry get standing ovation on return home
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120326_11_A1_ULNSpT456074
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s AG Pruitt contends federal government power at stake as health
care hearings begin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Oklaho625471
 
Tulsa World – Referrals of suspected welfare fraud in Oklahoma rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120326_16_A1_Thenum288250
 
Tulsa World – State teacher evaluation plan gets B- in 2011, up from D- in 2009
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120326_19_A1_Olhmsa774785
 
Tulsa World – High court takes up fight over Obama health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120326_13_0_WASHIN650437
 
Tulsa World… Opinion – Sour apples
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120326_61_A7_Thewar711872
 
Tulsa World – Small signs show improving economy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=46&articleid=20120325_46_E3_CUTLIN522126
 
Tulsa World – Obama: North Korean rocket test would isolate regime
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120325_13_0_SEOULS890519
 
Tulsa World – Potential mayoral candidates emerge to take on Bartlett
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20120325_11_A1_CUTLIN225065
 
Tulsa World – State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120325_16_A1_Anunex932931
 
Tulsa World - Attorney general revises ‘personhood’ petition wording
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A26_OKLAHO116835
 
Tulsa World – Capitol Report Notebook: New law signed on short week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120325_16_A27_bNewla632767
 
The Journal Record – State officials working to raise fire district classifications
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/state-officials-working-to-raise-classifications-finance/
 
The Journal Record – AMR threatens to ask court’s permission to end union contracts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/amr-threatens-to-ask-court%e2%80%99s-permission-
to-end-union-contracts-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – W&W starts portal for home sales
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/ww-starts-portal-for-home-sales-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Western Okla. wind energy project dedicated
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/utility-dedicates-new-wind-power-project-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Water reuse bill clears state House
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/22/water-reuse-bill-clears-state-house-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Psychologists push for electronic records legislation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/psychologists-push-for-electronic-records-legislation-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – GOP’s claims about Obama puzzle environmentalists
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/23/gop%e2%80%99s-claims-about-obama-puzzle-
environmentalists-energy/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Jessica Rogers
Subject: FW: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, March 09, 2012 8:57:00 AM

Can you please print this? Thanks!!
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 7:46 AM
Subject: 3/9/12 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Okla. legislative leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange, hope health
care law is rejected
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/fa44b3dafce34624a7cb468436c4caf9/OK-XGR--
Insurance-Exchange-Shelved/
 
KWTV Channel 9 Expansion projects approved for Creek, Kilpatrick Turnpikes
http://www.news9.com/story/17115695/expansion-projects-approved-for-creek-kilpatrick-
turnpikes
 
Associated Press – Plan to slash Oklahoma’s income tax laid over in Senate after concerns
raised about analysis
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/ae797b7ecce0433da96d837a5a83127e/OK-XGR--
Income-Tax-Plan/
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://www.newson6.com/story/17117040/oklahoma-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-
exchange
 
The Journal Record – Fourth Reading: Taxpayers need to hear the truth
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/fourth-reading-taxpayers-need-to-hear-the-truth-
opinion/
 
The Oklahoman – Tax – cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Tax-cut debate alive in Oklahoma’s neighboring states
http://newsok.com/tax-cut-debate-alive-in-oklahomas-neighboring-states/article/3655774
 
The Oklahoman – Group questions Oklahoma’s state spending practices
http://newsok.com/group-questions-oklahomas-state-spending-practices/article/3655957
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Creek Turnpike to be widened
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http://www.ktul.com/story/17116535/creek-turnpike-to-be-widened
 
The Oklahoman – Education Department slush fund money eventually went back to state of
Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/education-department-slush-fund-money-eventually-went-back-to-state-
of-oklahoma/article/3655868
 
Enid News and Eagle – Woodring runway extension gets $2.5 million boost
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1284932042/Woodring-runway-extension-gets-2-5-million-
boost
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County’s newest district judge sworn in
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_14_A11_CUTLIN429280
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – Timothy Shaun Stemple’s family asks governor to stop execution
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120309_11_A13_ULNSaa255350
 
Tulsa World – 400 Guard members to return next week
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20120308_12_0_hrimgs556679
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House approves measure to add two more agencies to state
finance office
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-approves-measure-to-add-two-more-agencies-to-state-
finance-office/article/3655909
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma House passes bill to keep charitable payroll deduction for state
employees
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-house-passes-bill-to-keep-charitable-payroll-deduction-for-
state-employees/article/3655867
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City seeks federal money for E.K. Gaylord Boulevard
improvements
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-seeks-federal-money-for-e.k.-gaylord-boulevard-
improvements/article/3655823
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma State University teams ready unmanned planes for competition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-state-university-teams-ready-unmanned-planes-for-
competition/article/3655846
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The Oklahoman – Sen. Jim Inhofe featured in viral video about indicted African guerrilla
leader Joseph Kony
http://newsok.com/sen.-jim-inhofe-featured-in-viral-video-about-indicted-african-guerrilla-
leader-joseph-kony/article/3655832
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Senate rejects congressional approval for Keystone pipeline
http://newsok.com/u.s.-senate-rejects-congressional-approval-for-keystone-
pipeline/article/3655850?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Audit ordeal another blow to public education in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/audit-ordeal-another-blow-to-public-education-in-
oklahoma/article/3655775?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma business briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-business-briefs/article/3655834
 
The Oklahoman – Southwest Airlines requests spot at D.C.’s Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport for nonstop to Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/southwest-airlines-requests-spot-at-d.c.s-ronald-reagan-washington-
national-airport-for-nonstop-to-will-rogers-world-airport-in-oklahoma-city/article/3655851
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obamacare doomed House Dems
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamacare-doomed-house-dems/article/feed/357569
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Capitol updates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-updates/article/3655856
 
The Oklahoman – Romney showing in Virginia encourages Obama
http://newsok.com/romney-showing-in-virginia-encourages-obama/article/feed/357350
 
Tulsa World – AMR asks for extension to file reorganization plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Americ766125
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa airport projects totally more than $20 million closed out by board; costs
covers three construction jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120309_45_E1_Threec697688
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa mayor seeks new opportunities for River Parks district
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120309_11_A1_CUTLIN904486
 
Tulsa World – Romney heads South into evangelical states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_688_0_hrimgs238546
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma’s GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance
exchange
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120309_16_A1_CUTLIN528957
 
Tulsa World – House passes bipartisan bill to help startups
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120309_13_A5_WASHIN458629
 
Tulsa World – Outside the Beltway
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120309_13_A10_CUTLIN76205
 
Tulsa World – Adelson slows anti-income tax bill
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120309_16_A8_CUTLIN331155
 
The Journal Record – Tax credits the talk of Capitol
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tax-credits-the-talk-of-capitol-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa to change water treatment chemical
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/tulsa-to-change-water-treatment-chemical-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission team to lead disaster preparedness training
exercise
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/corporation-commission-team-to-lead-preparedness-
training-exercise-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/okla-leaders-shelve-plan-for-insurance-exchange-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma medic group turns to public for support
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/oklahoma-medic-group-turns-to-public-for-support-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Natural gas prices drop sharply on bulging supply
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/natural-gas-prices-drop-sharply-on-bulging-supply-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Exxon pegs spending at $185B over next 5 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/exxon-pegs-spending-at-185b-over-next-5-years-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – EPA, Wyo., tribes agree to more groundwater tests
http://journalrecord.com/2012/03/08/epa-wyo-tribes-agree-to-more-groundwater-tests-
energy/
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Deputy Press Secretary
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Chris Gilbert
Subject: FW: 6/13/11 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, June 13, 2011 9:52:00 AM

 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 8:35 AM
Subject: 6/13/11 Daily News Clips
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Kuwait is next stop for part of the 45th

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20110612_12_A1_CUTLIN692178
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials question Medicaid director’s raise
http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-question-medicaid-directors-pay-
raise/article/3576235?custom_click=pod_headline_health
 
KSOW – TV Channel 7 – Fallin to hold first town hall in Lawton
http://www.kswo.com/story/14884345/fallin-to-hold-first-town-hall-in-lawton
 
The Oklahoman… Editorial – Many states busy trying to consolidate
http://www.newsok.com/many-states-busy-trying-to-consolidate/article/3576036?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Journal Record – OKC’s contract with CDM detailed
http://journalrecord.com/2011/06/10/okc%e2%80%99s-contract-with-cdm-detailed-capitol/
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
Associated Press – Obama’s Bin Laden polling bump fades
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/10/obamas-bin-laden-polling-bump-
fades_n_874892.html
 
The Oklahoman – House member decides to file for Senate seat
http://newsok.com/house-member-decides-to-file-for-senate-seat/article/3576251?
custom_click=lead_story_title
 
The Oklahoman – Planned elementary for downtown Oklahoma City may be charter school
http://newsok.com/planned-elementary-for-downtown-oklahoma-city-may-be-charter-
school/article/3576724
 
The Oklahoman – Washington briefs: On reservations, Medicaid and Boren donations
http://newsok.com/washington-briefs-on-reservations-medicaid-and-boren-
donations/article/3576473
 
The Oklahoman – Funding woes put work on OKC Indian center in doubt
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http://newsok.com/funding-woes-put-work-on-okc-indian-center-in-doubt/article/3576256
 
The Oklahoman – Bethel Acres to vote on first sales tax
http://newsok.com/bethel-acres-to-vote-on-first-sales-tax/article/3576236
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn to force vote on killing ethanol
subsidies
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-u.s.-sen.-tom-coburn-to-force-vote-on-killing-ethanol-
subsidies/article/3576229
 
The Oklahoman… Opinion – Oklahoma GOP trying to write state out of Obamacare story
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gop-trying-to-write-state-out-of-obamacare-
story/article/3576026?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman… Opinion – If pocketbook issues drive elections, Obama could be in trouble
http://newsok.com/if-pocketbook-issues-drive-elections-obama-could-be-in-
trouble/article/3576037?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Former state Medicaid director welcomes new opportunity to serve
http://newsok.com/former-state-medicaid-director-welcomes-new-opportunity-to-
serve/article/3576468?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Chesapeake Finish Line Tower expected to transform Oklahoma River into
a top attraction
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-finish-line-tower-expected-to-transform-oklahoma-river-into-
a-top-attraction/article/3576497?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – OHP Academy enrollment is now open
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=504&articleid=20110611_16_A1_OKLAHO479114
 
Tulsa World – Inhofe’s new committee hire prompts head scratching
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=505&articleid=20110611_16_A12_ULNSbu506085
 
Tulsa World – Candidates for 2nd District see path to victory in Obama, Ryan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20110613_16_A1_Theele641161
 
Tulsa World – Romney to face rivals in his first 2012 debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20110613_335_0_MANCHE556670
 
The Journal Record – Budget deficit moves closer to $1 trillion mark
http://journalrecord.com/2011/06/10/budget-deficit-moves-closer-to-1-trillion-mark-finance/
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Alex Gerszewski 
Thassali Teague 

FW: 8/8/12 Daily News Clips 

Wednesday, August 08, 2012 10:40:58 AM 

Alex Gerszewski 
Deputy Press Secretaiy 
Office of Governor Maty Fallin 
Phone - ( 405)522-8858 
Cell - (405)568-1319 
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2012 8:04 AM 
Subject: 8/8/12 Daily News Clips 

User: 
Pass: 

User: 
Pass: 

User: 
Pass: 

GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS 

The Oklahoman - Oklahoma Gov. Ma1y Fallin to speak at GOP national convention 
http://newsok.com/fallin-to-be-speaker-at-gop-convention/article/369911 8 

The Oklahoman -Gov. Maiy Fallin selected as a RNC featured speaker 
http://newsok.com/gov. -ma1y-fallin-selected-as-a-republican-national-convention-featured
speaker/atticle/3698893 

KTUL Cham1el 8 -Governor Ma1y Fallin pegged to speak at GOP convention 
http://www.ktul.com/story/1 9220671/govemor-maty-fallin-pegged-to-speak-at-gop
convention 

FOX 23 - Latest update on wildfires 
http://www.fox23 .com/news/local/story/Latest-update-on-wildfires/o-KfAGF-
3kijfC9HZUethQ.cspx 
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KRMG Radio – 209 homes destroyed by fires southwest of Tulsa
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/toll-more-200-homes-destroyed-fires-southwest-
tuls/nQDBs/
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Low rate of parole approvals bolsters argument to change
Oklahoma law
http://newsok.com/low-rate-of-parole-approvals-bolsters-argument-to-change-oklahoma-
law/article/3698688?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
Tulsa World – Health insurance exchange fought in Okla. 28 other states
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120808_16_A1_Plansf707901
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin to speak at RNC
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN184951
 
 
The Journal Record – Fallin tapped to speak at GOP convention in Fla.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/fallin-tapped-to-speak-at-gop-convention-in-fla-capitol/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Chesapeake to cut natural gas production
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-to-cut-natural-gas-production/article/3699062
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma residents and companies to be honored for addiction education
efforts
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-residents-and-companies-to-be-honored-for-addiction-
education-efforts/article/3698985
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma wildfires take a toll on fire depts.
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-take-a-toll-on-fire-departments/article/3699021
 
the Oklahoman – Editorial: President’s tax plan, looming defense cuts would hurt Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/presidents-tax-plan-looming-defense-cuts-would-hurt-
oklahoma/article/3698949?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial Reforms to Oklahoma legal system show signs of success
http://newsok.com/reforms-to-oklahoma-legal-system-show-signs-of-
success/article/3698687?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma wildfires: six wildfires in Cleveland County suspicious, fire
chief says
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-wildfires-six-wildfires-in-cleveland-county-suspicious-fire-
chief-says/article/3698885
 
The Oklahoman – GOP registration in Oklahoma continues to grow
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http://newsok.com/gop-registration-in-oklahoma-continues-to-grow/article/3698732
 
Tulsa World – Fire victims assess damage as federal assistance may be needed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120808_12_A1_CUTLIN719838
 
Tulsa World – Process set for undocumented youthful immigrants to remain in the US
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=521&articleid=20120808_11_A1_Undocu41616
 
Tulsa World – American mechanics’ vote result expected at midday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120808_45_E1_ULNSmr438479
 
Tulsa World – FAA seeks $162 million in fines from AA for alleged safety violations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120808_45_E1_DALLAS933913
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa gas prices not expected to fall soon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120808_49_E1_Tlasmy904929
 
Tulsa World – US House Majority leaders cantor to stump for Bridenstine on Friday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_USHous155176
 
Tulsa World – Coburn: Republicans and Democrats responsible for economic problems
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120808_16_A11_CUTLIN449369
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: More research could silence climate- change debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_Wehryu171163
 
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: State’s veterans care system cries for reform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120808_61_A12_TheOkl811215
 
The Journal Record – Analysts: Chesapeake on right track
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/analysts-chesapeake-on-right-track/
 
The Journal Record – OKC mulls changes to economic development programs
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/okc-mulls-changes-to-economic-development-
programs-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Governors aside, feds building health care markets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/governors-aside-feds-building-health-care-markets-
health-care/
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The Journal Record – US employers post the most jobs in 4 years
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/u-s-employers-post-the-most-jobs-in-4-years-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Agriculture fire damages expected to be high
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/07/agriculture-fire-damages-expected-to-be-high-general-
news/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Alex Gerszewski 

Sofia Carter 

FW: 11/8/12 Daily News Oips 

Friday, November 09, 2012 11:16:36 AM 

Please p1int these off. Follow the links and hit p1int 

Thanks . 

.A.lex <Jerszewski 
Deputy Press Secretaly 
Office of <Jovemor Ma1y Fallin 
Phone - ( 405)522-8858 
Cell - (405)568-1319 
.A.lex. <Jerszewski@gov.ok.gov 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 8:01 AM 
Subject: 11/8/12 Daily News Clips 

Usernames and Passwords 
Journal record 
User: 
Pass: 

Tulsa world 
User: 
Pass: 

Wall Street Journal 
User: 
Pass: 

GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS 

KOKH Fox 25 - Health Ca re Gamble Could Cost Oklahoma 
http-//www okcfox com/newsroom/top stories/yjdeos/kokh yid 7985 sbtml 

Associated Press - Okla. OOP leaders add to nmnbers in Legislatme, must govern with 
broader range of ideology 
http-/lwww therepnb)jc com/yjew/story/66aS24b7ffile408e977d59dOe193b94d/OK-
Oklahoma-Election-Legisla.ture 

Tulsa World - Fallin weighs Medicaid expansion, health insurance exchange 
http-/lwww nilsaworld com/news/article aspx? 
suhjectid=711&artjclejd=20121108 11 .A.l C!JTIJNll 8327 

Tulsa Beacon - Tulsa Public Schools Unmasked 
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http://www.tulsabeacon.com/?p=6402
 
Tulsa World - Oklahoma education secretary hears complaints of overtesting from parents,
students
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_19_A15_CUTLIN194727
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma faces Nov. 16 deadline for creating health care insurance
exchange 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-faces-nov.-16-deadline-for-creating-health-care-insurance-
exchange/article/3726512#ixzz2Bdczuids
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Central Oklahoma Salvation Army engages in war on human trafficking 
http://newsok.com/central-oklahoma-salvation-army-engages-in-war-on-human-
trafficking/article/3726519#ixzz2Bdc1ZMtW
 
The Oklahoman – Voter turnout down from 2008 election, Oklahoma officials say 
http://newsok.com/voter-turnout-down-from-2008-election-oklahoma-officials-
say/article/3726598#ixzz2Bdc3hU9s
 
The Oklahoman – Sentencing set Jan. 8 for former leader of Oklahoma Senate 
http://newsok.com/sentencing-set-jan.-8-for-former-leader-of-oklahoma-
senate/article/3726535#ixzz2Bdc5yVWt
 
The Oklahoman – With huge majority, comes great responsibility, Oklahoma Senate leader
says 
http://newsok.com/with-huge-majority-comes-great-responsibility-oklahoma-senate-leader-
says/article/3726523#ixzz2BdcAxu56
The Oklahoman – House speaker-designate moves closer to filling leadership post 
http://newsok.com/house-speaker-designate-moves-closer-to-filling-leadership-
post/article/3726520#ixzz2BdcDgJ57
 
The Oklahoman – Man arrested after Chesapeake security reports missing credit cards 
http://newsok.com/man-arrested-after-chesapeake-security-reports-missing-credit-
cards/article/3726456#ixzz2BdcFlKqS
The Oklahoman – Dell provides $340.5 million annual impact to local economy 
http://newsok.com/dell-provides-340.5-million-annual-impact-to-local-
economy/article/3726507#ixzz2BdcKrSiA
 
The Oklahoman – Continental Resources achieves record oil production
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-achieves-record-oil-production/article/3726506?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Victory in hand, Obama must work to be uniter as promised
http://newsok.com/victory-in-hand-obama-must-work-to-be-uniter-as-
promised/article/3726453#ixzz2BdcSy8p1
The Oklahoman – R-Oklahoma: State grows even more red
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http://newsok.com/r-oklahoma-state-grows-even-more-red/article/3726452?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Paranoia strikes deep among some Oklahoma school administrators 
http://newsok.com/paranoia-strikes-deep-among-some-oklahoma-school-
administrators/article/3726151#ixzz2BdcaUwTx
 
The Oklahoman – State's historic rehabilitation tax credit is vexing for Oklahoma
policymakers 
http://newsok.com/states-historic-rehabilitation-tax-credit-is-vexing-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3726149#ixzz2Bdcctq9P
 
The Oklahoman – Obama, GOP leaders lay down markers on budget deal
http://newsok.com/obama-gop-leaders-lay-down-markers-on-budget-
deal/article/feed/459763#ixzz2BdcgeUJg
The Oklahoman – New Faces: Newly elected US senators
http://newsok.com/new-faces-newly-elected-us-senators/article/feed/459755
 
The Oklahoman – Obama wins the way his campaign predicted
http://newsok.com/obama-wins-the-way-his-campaign-predicted/article/feed/459527
 
 
The Oklahoman – President Barack Obama's victory is good news for two judicial nominees
in Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/president-barack-obamas-victory-is-good-news-for-two-judicial-
nominees-in-oklahoma/article/3726479#ixzz2Bdct1WGj
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma's state questions to bring changes
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-state-questions-to-bring-changes/article/3726514
 
The Oklahoman – With huge majority, comes great responsibility, Oklahoma Senate leader
says 
http://newsok.com/with-huge-majority-comes-great-responsibility-oklahoma-senate-leader-
says/article/3726523#ixzz2Bdd8jhCZ
 
The Oklahoman – Nail-biter finish gives Oklahoma House Republicans a record majority 
http://newsok.com/nail-biter-finish-gives-oklahoma-house-republicans-a-record-
majority/article/3726481#ixzz2BddAt8nf
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma colleges, universities prepare for changes following affirmative
action ban 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-colleges-universities-prepare-for-changes-following-
affirmative-action-ban/article/3726480#ixzz2BddEKHz2
Tulsa World – Obama, congressional leaders seek to avoid 'fiscal cliff'
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_13_A1_CUTLIN184339
 
Tulsa World – After Vision2, Tulsa leaders ready to shift focus onto Fix Our Streets program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=717&articleid=20121108_11_A1_ULNSbC64235
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Tulsa World – DHS future form up in air after state question approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_11_A15_ULNSbn120113
 
Tulsa World – Oilmen generally not happy with the re-election of President Obama
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121108_49_E1_CUTLIN303987
 
Tulsa World – AT&T will spend $14 billion on broadband expansion project
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=52&articleid=20121108_52_E3_CUTLIN238733
 
Tulsa World – Boeing shakes up shrinking defense business
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20121108_461_E3_CUTLIN784323
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: GOP continues its dominance in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121108_61_A20_CUTLIN130586
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma state revenues jump by 9 percent in October
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121107_61_A20_Thenew679062
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma state legislative Democrats dwindling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=262&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN920816
 
Tulsa World – Gay marriage, marijuana backed in votes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A13_Mainea938847
 
Tulsa World – Author, former Oklahoma congressman examines the 'idiot' factor in politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A8_CUTLIN630509
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma keeps its 'red-state' reputation
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A10_CUTLIN47513
 
Tulsa World – More women, more Democrats in Congress
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121108_13_A8_CUTLIN441402
 
Tulsa World – Shannon to succeed Steele as Speaker of the House
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121108_16_A7_CUTLIN746029
The Journal Record- Devon Energy reports third-quarter loss
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/devon-energy-earnings-per-share-beat-analysts-
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estimates-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Proponents, opponents address rejection of Vision 2 sales tax package
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/proponents-opponents-address-rejection-of-vision-2-
sales-tax-package-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. GOP leaders add to numbers in Legislature
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/okla-gop-leaders-add-to-numbers-in-legislature-capitol/
 
The Journal Record- New Okla. congressmen: End partisan gridlock in D.C.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/new-okla-congressmen-end-partisan-gridlock-in-d-c-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Cornett links improved health statistics to wellness programs
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/cornett-links-improved-health-statistics-to-wellness-
programs-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Schools fear loss of millions in property taxes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/07/schools-fear-loss-of-millions-in-property-taxes-capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: 11/4/11 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Friday, November 04, 2011 12:29:28 PM

 
 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2011 12:29 PM
Subject: 11/4/11 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
Pauls Valley Democrat – Stay cautious with the debris burns
http://paulsvalleydailydemocrat com/local/x627654837/Stay-cautious-with-the-debris-burns
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
Edmond Sun – Creating jobs depends on small business
http://www edmondsun com/opinion/x627656157/Creating-jobs-depends-on-small-business
 
Tulsa World – Task force told state needs to get moving on insurance exchange
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20111103_324_0_JENKSA679634
 
Associated Press – Testimony to resume in Oklahoma bribery charges against state representative, former senator
http://www therepublic com/view/story/24987e71e5494a56bd87ad9785d592c7/OK--Corruption-Probe/
 
New York Times – G O P  Senators’ letter clouds talks on deficit
http://www nytimes com/2011/11/04/us/politics/no-time-extension-for-deficit-committee-mcconnell-says html
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Bribery case may lead to new law
http://www koco com/politics/29675234/detail html
 
Edmond Sun – Oklahoma Hall of Fame to induct 2011 honorees
http://www edmondsun com/local/x471032211/Oklahoma-Hall-of-Fame-to-induct-2011-honorees
 
Boston Herald – Police chiefs seek power to pull over motorists across town lines
http://news bostonherald com/news/regional/view/20111103police_chiefs_seek_power_to_pull_over_motorists_across_town_lines/srvc=home&position=recent
 
Tahlequah Daily Press – Passing the petition
http://tahlequahdailypress com/local/x627655967/Passing-the-petition
 
The Oklahoman – The ABLE Commission has been making its presence felt in recent months
http://newsok com/the-able-commission-has-been-making-its-presence-felt-in-recent-months/article/3619768?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s economy shows steady growth
http://newsok com/oklahomas-economy-shows-steady-growth/article/3619761?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Oklahoman – Perry endorses work visas for illegal immigrants
http://newsok com/perry-endorses-work-visas-for-illegal-immigrants/article/feed/314066?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Oklahoman – Judge wants quick, thrifty solution to tribal water rights case
http://newsok com/judge-wants-quick-thrifty-solution-to-tribal-water-rights-case/article/3619687?custom_click=headlines_widget
 
The Oklahoman – Economy keeps growing, yet companies not hiring
http://newsok com/economy-keeps-growing-yet-companies-not-hiring/article/3619796?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Legislative panel hears of skyrocketing telephone, cellphone fees
http://newsok com/oklahoma-legislative-panel-hears-of-skyrocketing-telephone-cellphone-fees/article/3619789?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Education costs likely to get Oklahoma legislators’ attention
http://newsok com/education-costs-likely-to-get-oklahoma-legislators-attention/article/3619638?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Papandreou takes big gamble with future, and loses
http://newsok com/papandreou-takes-big-gamble-with-future-and-loses/article/3619706
 
The Oklahoman – Boehner: New revenues depend on spending reforms
http://newsok com/boehner-new-revenues-depend-on-spending-reforms/article/feed/313935
 
The Oklahoman – Bachmann to protesters: Stop blaming free market
http://newsok com/bachmann-to-protesters-stop-blaming-free-market/article/feed/313695
 
The Oklahoman – Boehner calls anti-tax activist ‘random person’
http://newsok com/boehner-calls-anti-tax-activist-random-person/article/feed/313829
 
The Oklahoman – Tinker Air Force Base gets new leadership role in restructuring of major command
http://newsok com/tinker-air-force-base-gets-new-leadership-role-in-restructuring-of-major-command/article/3619339
 
Tulsa World – Lawmakers told Oklahoma faces April health care reform law deadline
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20111104_16_A13_CUTLIN628316
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma tax revenues rise, budget outlook improves
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20111104_16_A18_OKLAHO369789
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Tulsa World – Bill to give boost to tribe-Turkey business links
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20111104_16_A9_WASHIN466264
 
Tulsa World – Boehner: New revenues depend on spending reforms
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20111104_13_A11_WASHIN502919
 
Tulsa World – Senate GOP blocks Obama infrastructure plan
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20111104_13_A11_WASHIN857127
 
Tulsa World – Cain struggles to overcome allegations controversy
http://www tulsaworld com/news/article aspx?subjectid=16&articleid=20111104_13_A11_CUTLIN905791
 
Tulsa World – EPA to probe gas drilling’s toll on drinking water
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_EPA_GAS_DRILLING?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – NH Republicans defend Perry and his speech
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_PERRY_NH_SPEECH?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Pelosi: Democrats can win House majority in 2012
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_PELOSI_DEMOCRATS_2012?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Gloria Cain is hardly the traditional presidential campaign wife
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CAIN_WIFE?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Romney to go deep in spending cuts
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ROMNEY_SPENDING?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – Cain campaigns as harassment allegations build
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_CAIN?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – SPIN METER: GOP flips on job creation for defense
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_GOVERNMENT_JOB_CREATOR?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – FACT CHECK: The myths of Obamacare in GOP campaign
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_FACT_CHECK_MYTHS_OF_OBAMACARE?SITE=OKTUL&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
 
Tulsa World – CFS joins state job program, predicts major expansion
http://www tulsaworld com/business/article aspx?subjectid=46&articleid=20111104_46_E1_Withap688565
 
Tulsa World – Whole Foods announces store
http://www tulsaworld com/business/article aspx?subjectid=53&articleid=20111104_53_E1_Upscal523057
 
Tulsa World – Google event helps small Oklahoma businesses develop online presence
http://www tulsaworld com/business/article aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20111104_52_E2_CUTLIN783511
 
Tulsa World – House panel OKs subpoena on Solyndra loan
http://www tulsaworld com/business/article aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20111104_49_E6_CUTLIN829473
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake plots $3 4B Utica Shale deals
http://journalrecord com/2011/11/03/chesapeake-plots-3-4b-utica-shale-deals-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Doctors, hospitals could face sweeping legal changes from reform
http://journalrecord com/2011/11/03/an-uncertain-prognosis-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Continental shares soar on profit news
http://journalrecord com/2011/11/03/continental-shares-soar-on-profit-news-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Economy generates 80K jobs in October, unemployment rate falls to 9 pct
http://hosted ap org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ECONOMY?SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template html
 
The Journal Record – Economy picks up, but hiring outlook stays cloudy
http://journalrecord com/2011/11/03/economy-picks-up-but-hiring-outlook-stays-cloudy-general-news/
 
The Oklahoman
www newsok com

The ABLE Commission has been making its presence felt in recent months 

http://newsok.com/the-able-commission-has-been-making-its-presence-felt-in-recent-months/article/3619768#ixzz1ckBEMLVC

SandRidge Energy reports third-quarter earnings 

http://newsok.com/sandridge-energy-reports-third-quarter-earnings/article/3619797?custom click=headlines widget

 
Oklahoma doctor diagnoses new way to capture wind at ground level 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-doctor-diagnoses-new-way-to-capture-wind-at-ground-level/article/3619759#ixzz1ckFrCNOj

 

Production begins at Ponca City chicken plant

http://newsok.com/production-begins-at-ponca-city-chicken-plant/article/3619757?custom click=lead story itle

 

David Boren: In a fight for America's future 
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http://newsok.com/david-boren-in-a-fight-for-americas-future/article/3619644#ixzz1ckGqAcgf

 

Doing away with personal income tax would hurt Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/doing-away-with-personal-income-tax-would-hurt-oklahoma/article/3619643#ixzz1ckGj5600

 
 

Tulsa World 

www.tulsaworld.com

Lawmakers told Oklahoma faces April health care reform law deadline

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20111104 16 A13 CUTLIN628316

Oklahoma tax revenues rise, budget ou look improves

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20111104 16 A18 OKLAHO369789

11 vie for district judge's post vacated by Thornbrugh

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20111104 14 A18 Sevenc196126

Biggest jump ever seen in global warming gases

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20111104 46 A6 Theglo843612

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20111104 11 A6 bbAfgh816263

The Journal Record 
www journalrecord com

Doctors, hospitals could face sweeping legal changes from reform

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/03/an-uncertain-prognosis-health-care/

 

Dow jumps 208 after Greek referendum scrapped

http://journalrecord.com/2011/11/03/dow-jumps-208-after-greek-referendum-scrapped-finance/

 

 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex Gerszewski@gov ok gov
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Alex Gerszewski 
Thassali Teague 

FW: 8/131/12 Daily news clips 
Monday, August 13, 2012 8:07:27 AM 

Alex Gerszewski 
Deputy Press Secretaiy 
Office of Governor Maty Fallin 
Phone - ( 405)522-8858 
Cell - (405)568-1319 
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov 

From: Alex Gerszewski 
Sent: Monday, August 13, 2012 8:07 AM 
Subject: 8/131/12 Daily news clips 

User: 
Pass: 

User: 
Pass: 

User: 
Pass: 

GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS 

Tulsa World - Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments 
htt,p://www.tulsaworld.com/news/a1ticle.aspx? 
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811 16 A4 OKLAH0468717 

KOTV Channel 6 - Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rnral fire depatiments 
http://www.newson6.com/story/1924 9 5 88/ oklahoma-legislature-grants-3 8-to-863-rnral-fire
depatiments 

Shawnee News Star -Passing stopped school buses catTies consequence 
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-canies
consequence 

Associated Press - Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage 
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http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
 
NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
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Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 
The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
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Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234
 
The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Jason Sutton
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: A "third way" on Obamacare exchanges?
Date: Thursday, August 11, 2011 8:29:54 AM

FYI

Jason Sutton, J.D.
Policy Impact Director
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, Inc.

-----Original Message-----
From: statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com [mailto:statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com] On
Behalf Of McHugh, Jack
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 11:11 PM
To: statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com
Subject: [SHPS-GoogleGroup] A "third way" on Obamacare exchanges?

Mirs News, 8/8/11

States Given Third Option On Health Exchanges (SAN ANTONIO) -- Federal officials have created a hybrid,
state-federal solution to states interested in running the health insurance exchanges called for in the federal
health care reform law, but still would like some involvement from Uncle Sam, state legislators learned today.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) official Joel Ario told the opening session of the
National Conference of State Legislatures' (NCSL) panel on the federal health care that the details are still
being hashed out but a central feature of the state-federal partnership would be a federal "hub" to create
efficiencies.

Prior to rules established July 11, states were given the option of creating their own health insurances
exchanges -- places where the lower-income could receive health coverage -- or turning over this
responsibility to the federal government.

Ario, the director of the DHHS' Health Insurance Exchange Group, said the new rules also let states create the
exchanges in 2014 or 2015, rather than by the Jan. 1, 2013 date in the law. Federal funding for the
exchanges would end in 2015, however.

When asked if the federally run exchanges would offer more options than state-run exchanges, Ario noted
that all states -- whether they run their exchanges or not -- will be offered two alternative health plan
options.

Joshua Goldberg of the D.C-based National Association of Insurance Commissioners raised concerns about the
development of multi-state plans, saying the possible preemption of these plans from rules and regulations
that other health insurers must operate under is a real concern. The coordination between the fed and state
governments concerning the solvency of the plans and pooling risk will have to be addressed.

Goldberg also raised the question about whether states will want federally run exchanges to be responsible
for eligibility determination for state Medicaid and CHIP programs.

Another issue Goldberg raised dealt with the question about whether agents and brokers would be used by
the federally operated exchanges.

Regarding adverse selection, he said they do not know whether individuals who are under the mandate to
purchase health coverage will opt not to spend approximately $4,200 for an annual premium and instead pay
the penalty of $695 or 2.5 percent of household income. 

-----Original Message-----
From: statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com [mailto:statehealthpolicysummit@googlegroups.com] On
Behalf Of Beverly
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Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 10:47 PM
To: StateHealthPolicySummit
Subject: [SHPS-GoogleGroup] Re: Great news!

Press about Brownback's decision:
http://www.harvesthost.com/accounts/hawver/ecast/archives/web/2011.08.09_18.02.16/Flash_08_09_11_1.htm

On Aug 9, 2:25 pm, Beverly <beverly
%hsabenefitsconsulting....@gtempaccount.com> wrote:
> IMMEDIATE RELEASE
> August 9, 2011
> For more information, contact:
> Samir Arif785.368.6628begin_of_the_skype_highlighting
> 785.368.6628      end_of_the_skype_highlighting(office)
> Me...@ks.gov
>
> Kansas To Opt Out Of Early Innovator Grant
>
> Topeka - Kansas Governor Sam Brownback and Lt. Governor Dr. Jeff
> Colyer announced today that the State of Kansas is returning its
> "early innovator" grant distributed by the U.S. Department of Health
> and Human Services in February for early implementation of portions of
> the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).
>
> "There is much uncertainty surrounding the ability of the federal
> government to meet it's already budgeted future spending obligations.
> Every state should be preparing for fewer federal resources, not more.
> To deal with that reality Kansas needs to maintain maximum
> flexibility. That requires freeing Kansas from the strings attached to
> the Early Innovator Grant," said Governor Brownback
>
> "Federal Medicaid mandates have cost Kansans over 400 million in the
> past 2 years alone. Full implementation of the mandates in the
> President's health care law would cost billions more," said Dr.
> Colyer. "We will work to find innovative Kansas based solutions to
> Kansas challenges and be very selective in the federal funds the state
> applies for and receives.  We look forward to working with legislative
> leaders and Insurance Commissioner Praeger as we develop Kansas
> solutions."
>
> Following Oklahoma's decision in April to opt out, Kansas is now the
> second state to opt out of Early Innovator Grant funding
>
> "The early innovator grant does not address the most important issue
> in health reform, which is slowing the rate of cost growth in health
> care. Through the statewide Medicaid reform meetings, Kansas is taking
> the opportunity to decide for ourselves how best to provide health
> care access, improve outcomes and reduce costs for our state," said
> Dr. Robert Moser, Secretary for the Kansas Department of Health and
> Environment.
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From: Robert Quinn
To: robertquinn
Subject: Fw: A Black Man"s Trojan Horse
Date: Friday, August 10, 2012 10:39:38 AM
Attachments: mime-attachment111.jpg

mime-attachment222.jpg
Obamafinger S33.jpg

 
My current email address is robertquinn

----- Original Message -----

From: Robert Quinn

Subject: Fw: A Black Man's Trojan Horse

 

From: "Molly Pitcher" < >

Sent: Sunday, August 5, 2012 9:06:06 PM

Subject: Fwd: A Black Man's Trojan Horse

A BLACK MAN'S
TROJAN HORSE
 

This is one of the most profound messages that can
be put out to the public. My respect for Lloyd Marcus
is great. He is truly an American Patriot!! If a white
person would have said what he says here, I would
expect a backlash from the media and others. I agree
with his sentiments and statements. I would ask you to
read it and forward it; unless you don't agree with his
analysis. And if you don't agree, then may you be
blessed with no consequences from it.
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A Black man's point of view.

By Lloyd
Marcus

As millions of my fellow Americans, I am

outraged, devastated and extremely angry

by the democrat's unbelievable arrogance

and disdain for We The People. Despite our

screaming "no" from the rooftops, they

forced Obamacare down our throats. Please

forgive me for using the following crude

saying, but it is very appropriate to describe

what has happened. "Don't urinate on me
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and tell me it's raining." Democrats say their

mission is to give all Americans health care.

The democrats are lying. Signing

Obamacare into law against our will and the

Constitution is tyranny and step one of their

hideous goal of having as many Americans

as possible dependent on government, thus

controlling our lives and fulfilling Obama's

promise to fundamentally transform

America.

I keep asking myself. How did our

government move so far from the normal

procedures of getting things done? Could a

white president have so successfully pulled

off shredding the Constitution to further his

agenda? I think not.

Ironically, proving America is completely the

opposite of the evil racist country they

relentlessly accuse her of being,

progressives used America 's goodness,

guilt and sense of fair play against her. In

their quest to destroy America as we know

it, progressives borrowed a brilliant scheme

from Greek mythology. They offered

America a modern day Trojan Horse, a

beautifully crafted golden shiny new black
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man as a presidential candidate. Democrat

Joe Biden lauded Obama as the first clean

and articulate African American candidate.

Democrat Harry Reid said Obama only uses

a black dialect when he wants.

White America relished the opportunity to

vote for a black man naively believing they

would never suffer the pain of being called

racist again. Black Americans viewed

casting their vote for Obama as the ultimate

Affirmative Action for America 's sins of the

past.

Then there were the entitlement loser voters

who said, "I'm votin' for the black dude who
promises to take from those rich SOBs and
give to me."
Just as the deceived Trojans dragged the

beautifully crafted Trojan Horse into Troy as

a symbol of their victory, deceived

Americans embraced the progressive's

young, handsome, articulate and so called

moderate black presidential candidate as a

symbol of their liberation from accusation of

being a racist nation. Also like the Trojan

Horse, Obama was filled with the enemy

hiding inside.
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Sunday, March 21, 2010, a secret door

opened in Obama, the shiny golden black

man. A raging army of democrats charged

out. Without mercy, they began their vicious

bloody slaughter of every value, freedom

and institution we Americans hold dear;

launching the end of America as we know it.

Wielding swords of votes reeking with the

putrid odor of back door deals, the

democrats landed a severe death blow to

America and individual rights by passing

Obamacare.

The mainstream liberal media has been

relentlessly badgering the Tea Party

movement with accusations of racism.

Because I am a black tea party patriot, I am

bombarded with interviewers asking me the

same veiled question. "Why are you siding

with these white racists against America 's

first African American president?" I defend

my fellow patriots who are white stating,

These patriots do not give a hoot about
Obama's skin color. They simply love their
country and oppose his radical agenda.
Obama's race is not an issue."
Recently, I have come to believe that
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perhaps I am wrong about Obama's race

not being an issue. In reality, Obama's

presidency has everything to do with

racism, but not from the Tea Party

movement. Progressives and Obama have

exploited his race from the rookie senator's

virtually unchallenged presidential campaign

to his unprecedented bullying of America

into Obamacare. Obama's race trumped all

normal media scrutiny of him as a

presidential candidate and most recently

even the Constitution of the United States .

Obamacare forces all Americans to

purchase health care which is clearly

unconstitutional.

No white president could get away with

boldly and arrogantly thwarting the will of

the American people and ignoring laws.

President Clinton tried universal health

care. Bush tried social security reform. The

American people said "No" to both

presidents' proposals and it was the end of

it.
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So how can Obama get away with giving

the American people "the finger?" The

answer: He is black.

The mainstream liberal media continues to

portray all who oppose Obama in any way

as racist. Despite a list of failed policies,

overreaches into the private sector,

violations of the Constitution and planned

destructive legislation too numerous to

mention in this article, many Americans are

still fearful of criticizing our first black

president. Incredible.

My fellow Americans, you must not
continue to allow yourselves to be
"played" and intimidated by Obama's
race or the historical context of his
presidency. If we are to save America ,
the greatest nation on the planet, Obama
must be defeated.
 

SHARE THIS WITH AMERICA ! ! ! !
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If he is not defeated…GOD HELP
US ALL.
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA!!!

22767



Obama’s Medicare Plan: Seniors Will Pay

More

Medicaid Is  Failing the People It  Is

Intended to Help

The Public Option:  Alive and Well in

Obamacare

What  Is  in  the Fiscal Cliff?

Five Effects Obamacare Will Have on

Working Americans

 

From: Dan Ramsey
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: A Costly Mistake for States
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 2:53:23 PM

This is an excellent article I thought I would pass along that explains the reasons for Governor Fallin and others
refusing the Medicaid expansion scheme.  Hang in there – you and she are doing the right thing – thank you!
 
Dan Ramsey, CIC
IIAO President/CEO
(405) 840-4426/(405) 840-4450 (fax)

 
The mission statement of the Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma, working in the public's best interest,
through active member participation, is to be the unrelenting ad
vocate of independent insurance agents and to fulfill the education, political, and business needs of its members.
 
Click here to chat online with an IIAO staff member.
 
Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/iiaoklahoma 

www.twitter.com/iiao

 

From: The Heritage Foundation [mailto:info@heritage.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:05 PM
To: Dan Ramsey
Subject: A Costly Mistake for States
 

If  you are having trouble viewing this  message,  click here to view it online

 
Fix Health Care Policy - A weekly Update from the Health Care Initiative at The Heritage Foundation

 

Expanding Medicaid Plans: A Costly Mistake for
States

States are already struggling to pay their Medicaid bills.  Why put

taxpayers on the hook to pay even more?

Medicaid is the single biggest item in state budgets today. It

consumes, on average, 23 percent of state dollars spent, pinching

funds for other high-priority functions - such as education,

transportation and emergency services.

Yet expanding Medicaid was a central tenet of the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act. It required states to open their

program to all  individuals earning less than 138 percent of the

federal poverty level. The goal was to reduce the number of

uninsured - by dumping 17 million Americans onto the Medicaid

rolls.
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Such a huge expansion wouldn't come cheap, and cash-strapped 

states grumbled that they couldn't possibly afford it. So the 

architects of Obamacare decided to take a carrot-and-stick 
approach to get the states to play ball. 

The carrot We, the feds, will pick up 100 percent of your 
expansion costs for three years, and lesser percentages 
thereafter. The stick: If you don't expand your program, we'll cut 
off all your federal Medicaid funds. 

The fact that the authors of Obamacare felt the need to threaten 

states with total defunding tells you that they knew many states 
would resist expanding their programs - even with 100 percent 

federal funding. 

Why? For starters, many state officials are leery of federal 
promises to pay program costs in perpetuity. 

Such skepticism is warranted. Read the full report now >> 

Two-Thirds 
OF AMERICAN 

EMPLOYEES WILL SEE A 
DECREASE IN WAGES 

Employers' new health-related 
costs will hit American workers' 
pocketbooks. Learn More >> 

The Heritage Foundation I 214 Massachusetts Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002 I 202.546.4400 I heritage.org 

You are subscribed to this newsletter as ddr@iiaok com. 

If you want to receive other Heritage Foundation newsletters or opt 
out of this newsletter please click here to update your subscription 
preferences. 
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Obama’s Medicare Plan: Seniors Will Pay

More

Medicaid Is  Failing the People It  Is

Intended to Help

The Public Option:  Alive and Well in

Obamacare

What  Is  in  the Fiscal Cliff?

Five Effects Obamacare Will Have on

Working Americans

 

From: Dan Ramsey
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: A Costly Mistake for States
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 2:53:26 PM

This is an excellent article I thought I would pass along that explains the reasons for Governor Fallin and others
refusing the Medicaid expansion scheme.  Hang in there – you and she are doing the right thing – thank you!
 
Dan Ramsey, CIC
IIAO President/CEO
(405) 840-4426/(405) 840-4450 (fax)

 
The mission statement of the Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma, working in the public's best interest,
through active member participation, is to be the unrelenting ad
vocate of independent insurance agents and to fulfill the education, political, and business needs of its members.
 
Click here to chat online with an IIAO staff member.
 
Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/iiaoklahoma 

www.twitter.com/iiao

 

From: The Heritage Foundation [mailto:info@heritage.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:05 PM
To: Dan Ramsey
Subject: A Costly Mistake for States
 

If  you are having trouble viewing this  message,  click here to view it online

 
Fix Health Care Policy - A weekly Update from the Health Care Initiative at The Heritage Foundation

 

Expanding Medicaid Plans: A Costly Mistake for
States

States are already struggling to pay their Medicaid bills.  Why put

taxpayers on the hook to pay even more?

Medicaid is the single biggest item in state budgets today. It

consumes, on average, 23 percent of state dollars spent, pinching

funds for other high-priority functions - such as education,

transportation and emergency services.

Yet expanding Medicaid was a central tenet of the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act. It required states to open their

program to all  individuals earning less than 138 percent of the

federal poverty level. The goal was to reduce the number of

uninsured - by dumping 17 million Americans onto the Medicaid

rolls.
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Such a huge expansion wouldn't come cheap, and cash-strapped 

states grumbled that they couldn't possibly afford it. So the 

architects of Obamacare decided to take a carrot-and-stick 
approach to get the states to play ball. 

The carrot We, the feds, will pick up 100 percent of your 
expansion costs for three years, and lesser percentages 
thereafter. The stick: If you don't expand your program, we'll cut 
off all your federal Medicaid funds. 

The fact that the authors of Obamacare felt the need to threaten 

states with total defunding tells you that they knew many states 
would resist expanding their programs - even with 100 percent 

federal funding. 

Why? For starters, many state officials are leery of federal 
promises to pay program costs in perpetuity. 

Such skepticism is warranted. Read the full report now >> 

Two-Thirds 
OF AMERICAN 

EMPLOYEES WILL SEE A 
DECREASE IN WAGES 

Employers' new health-related 
costs will hit American workers' 
pocketbooks. Learn More >> 

The Heritage Foundation I 214 Massachusetts Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002 I 202.546.4400 I heritage.org 

You are subscribed to this newsletter as ddr@iiaok com. 

If you want to receive other Heritage Foundation newsletters or opt 
out of this newsletter please click here to update your subscription 
preferences. 
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From: John Goodwin
To: John Goodwin
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 1:39:31 PM

 
 

From: John Reaves [mailto:john@asphalt-fuelsupply.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 1:09 PM
To: Chris Paul; John Goodwin; Steve Iverson
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 
 
 
John Reaves
4200 E. Skelly Drive, Suite 600
Tulsa, OK 74135
john@asphalt-fuelsupply.com
Work: 918-488-1339
Fax:   918-523-7089

 

From: Dave Punnett 
Sent: Thursday, July 26, 2012 12:27 PM
To: 'Chris Punnett'; 'Curt Benefield'; John Reaves; Jeremy Alexander; jpitezel@jpconst.net; Matt
Roberts; Ron Henry; 'lindell gardner'; 'Ron Butterfield'
Subject: FW: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 
 
 

From: lesbres@  
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:16 PM
To: Dave Punnett
Subject: Fwd: A Message From Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS .. ..
 

 

Message From

 Blue Cross Blue Shield To ALL AMERICANS

 

 

November 6, 2012 will be the most
important date that will affect the rest
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of your life ... The Choice Is Yours. 
 
A message from Blue Cross Blue

Shield
Professor Emeritus John W. Hill, JD, PhD

Kelley School of Business, Indiana University

hillj@indiana.edu

MEDICARE
Look clearly at the 2014 rate compared to the
2013 rate.

For those of you who are on Medicare, read
the following. It's short, but
important and you probably haven't heard
about it in the Mainstream News:

"The per person Medicare Insurance Premium
will increase from the present
Monthly Fee of $96.40, rising to:

$104.20 in 2012

$120.20 in 2013

And

$247.00 in 2014."

These are Provisions incorporated in the
Obamacare Legislation, purposely
delayed so as not to confuse the 2012 Re-
Election Campaigns. Send this to
all Seniors that you know, so they will know
who's throwing them under the
bus.
Peggy Riehle
Internal Representative
Network Contracting
205-220-6778
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• BlueCross BlueShield 
of Alabama 
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TODAY'S FEATURED NEWS: A Vast New Federal Power

TODAY'S EXCLUSIVE: “Infected With Cowards”: Fixing America’s Problems Begins

with the Truth

A Tale of Corruption, Government Scandal, and a

Quest for Justice: Fast and Furious

ObamaTax to be Paid For on the Backs of Middle

Class

GOP lawmakers urge governors to not enact

Obama healthcare law provisions

Dads: If You Don’t Want Your Daughter to Date

Charlie Sheen, Lil Wayne, Beavis or Butthead,

Read This

Gov. Scott Says Fla. Won’t Comply with Health

Care Law

Palin: ‘Nancy Pelosi Is A Dingbat’

Obama Campaign Challenges Fact Checker

Report on Romney Outsourcing

Evacuee: Colorado Wildfire’s Destructive

Aftermath is ‘Kind of Like the Twilight Zone’

US Power Outages Could Last Days

Hillary Clinton attacks Obama in latest Romney ad

Featured Video: 
Obama 2008: “If you make less than

$250k, your taxes will not go up.” 

mandate

Cartoon:
Obamacare Tax 

Obamacare Tax

Win A Cruise For Two with
the Cameron Family this September!

22775

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:news@patriotupdate.com
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?t=v&enid=ZWFzPTImbWlkPTQyOTA0Jm1zZ2lkPTQyNjAxJmRpZD0xNDkwNSZlZGlkPTE0OTA1JnNuPTMzNTU4OTIwJmVpZD1lZmFybUBwaW5lLW5ldC5jb20mZWVpZD1lZmFybUBwaW5lLW5ldC5jb20mdWlkPTJfNjUzMTgmcmlkPTY1MzE4JmVyaWQ9NjUzMTgmZmw9Jm12aWQ9JnRnaWQ9JmV4dHJhPQ==&&&2000&eu=201&&&http://patriotupdate.com/browser.html
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/mid/42904?t=f&enid=ZWFzPTImbWlkPTQyOTA0Jm1zZ2lkPTQyNjAxJmRpZD0xNDkwNSZlZGlkPTE0OTA1JnJpZD02NTMxOCZlcmlkPTY1MzE4JnNuPTMzNTU4OTIwJmVpZD1lZmFybUBwaW5lLW5ldC5jb20mZWVpZD1lZmFybUBwaW5lLW5ldC5jb20mdWlkPTJfNjUzMTgmZmw9Jm12aWQ9JnRnaWQ9JmV4dHJhPQ==&&&2001&eu=201&&&http://patriotupdate.com/forward.html
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2002&&&http://patriotupdate.com
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2003&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25485/a-vast-new-federal-power
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2004&&&http://patriotupdate.com/articles/infected-with-cowards-fixing-americas-problems-begins-with-the-truth
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2004&&&http://patriotupdate.com/articles/infected-with-cowards-fixing-americas-problems-begins-with-the-truth
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2005&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25474/a-tale-of-corruption-government-scandal-and-a-quest-for-justice-fast-and-furious
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2005&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25474/a-tale-of-corruption-government-scandal-and-a-quest-for-justice-fast-and-furious
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2006&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25471/obamatax-to-be-paid-for-on-the-backs-of-middle-class
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2006&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25471/obamatax-to-be-paid-for-on-the-backs-of-middle-class
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2007&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25465/gop-lawmakers-urge-governors-to-not-enact-obama-healthcare-law-provisions
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2007&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25465/gop-lawmakers-urge-governors-to-not-enact-obama-healthcare-law-provisions
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2008&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25463/dads-if-you-dont-want-your-daughter-to-date-charlie-sheen-lil-wayne-beavis-or-butthead-read-this
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2008&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25463/dads-if-you-dont-want-your-daughter-to-date-charlie-sheen-lil-wayne-beavis-or-butthead-read-this
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2008&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25463/dads-if-you-dont-want-your-daughter-to-date-charlie-sheen-lil-wayne-beavis-or-butthead-read-this
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2009&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25459/gov-scott-says-fla-wont-comply-with-health-care-law
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2009&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25459/gov-scott-says-fla-wont-comply-with-health-care-law
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2010&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25456/palin-nancy-pelosi-is-a-dingbat
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2011&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25448/obama-campaign-challenges-fact-checker-report-on-romney-outsourcing
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2011&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25448/obama-campaign-challenges-fact-checker-report-on-romney-outsourcing
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2012&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25445/evacuee-colorado-wildfires-destructive-aftermath-is-kind-of-like-the-twilight-zone
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2012&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25445/evacuee-colorado-wildfires-destructive-aftermath-is-kind-of-like-the-twilight-zone
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2013&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25442/us-power-outages-could-last-days
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2014&&&http://patriotupdate.com/25433/hillary-clinton-attacks-obama-in-latest-romney-ad-2
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2015&&&http://patriotupdate.com/videos/obama-2008-if-you-make-less-than-250k-your-taxes-will-not-go-up
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2015&&&http://patriotupdate.com/videos/obama-2008-if-you-make-less-than-250k-your-taxes-will-not-go-up
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2016&&&http://patriotupdate.com/videos/obama-2008-if-you-make-less-than-250k-your-taxes-will-not-go-up
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2017&&&http://patriotupdate.com/cartoons/obamacare-tax
http://sm2.responsebeacon.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTImbWFpbGluZ2lkPTQyOTA0Jm1lc3NhZ2VpZD00MjYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTE0OTA1JnNlcmlhbD0zMzU1ODkyMCZlbWFpbGlkPWVmYXJtQHBpbmUtbmV0LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Ml82NTMxOCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2018&&&http://patriotupdate.com/cartoons/obamacare-tax


Kirk Cameron

Kirk Cameron

Dear Friend,

Thank you for supporting my new film, Monumental: In Search of America's National

Treasure. We're now taking the movie to the next level of engagement. We want you to

join my family for the experience of a lifetime — The Monumental Experiential Tour &

Equipping Cruise.

I'm giving away a free

"cruise for two" with

my family this

September! To

register, simply sign-

up by July 31st to

receive my free

Cameron Connection

email newsletter that

keeps you informed

on everything I'm doing, and you'll be automatically entered! There's absolutely no purchase necessary, but you

must be at least 21 years of age or older to be eligible to win. 

The winner will be selected at random and announced at 3:00 PM EST on July 31, 2012. If you win, you may

bring a companion and we will pay all of the fees for you stay in a beautiful 197 sq. ft. stateroom which features

two beds convertible to a queen-size bed, a picture window, bathtub with shower, flat-panel TV, DVD player,

and telephone. We will also cover taxes and port fees, but you must arrange for your own travel to Boston and

a return flight from Montreal!

CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY & BE ENTERED TO WIN!

NOTE: Please do not call  Sovereign Cruises & Events or Holland America to enter. You can only enter the drawing by clicking this

link!

This September 18-22, we're going to retrace the steps of the forefathers and visit the historical sites,

monuments, and locations of the Pilgrims on the Monumental Tour. Every step of the journey will be filled with

in-depth teaching, exciting accounts from history, and unforgettable experiences. Our speakers include Gary

DeMar, Marshall Foster, and Dr. Paul Jehle. The tour will conclude at Boston Harbor, where I will join you for a

special screening of Monumental and a personal Q & A.

From September 22-29, we will then

embark on a 7-Day cruise up the

fall-tinged coast of North America

on our Monumental Equipping

Cruise. We will begin each day with

family devotions and worship. I am

bringing my good friend and

worship pastor, William Kappen.

William performed the theme song
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Promotional Video

for my film, Monumental. During the

cruise, you will also receive

powerful teaching from Marshall

Foster and Gary DeMar. Together, we will discover how we can reclaim our great nation for the Glory of God

and the future of our children and grandchildren.

Space is limited and is filling up fast, so don't wait too long. There's a phone number and web site listed below

where you can reserve your place on the tour as well as your cruise cabin.

Hope to see you this September!

CLICK HERE TO RESERVE YOUR CRUISE & TOUR COMBO!

For more information on the Monumental Tour and Cruise, please to go:

www.MonumentalTour.com Or Call Sovereign at 877-768-2784 ext. 116

*Children sail for free based on two paying adults in the same cabin, taxes are an additional $211 per child.

Cabins are limited, please call for pricing and availability as this is a limited time offer.

All bookings must be made through Sovereign Cruises and Events LLC to participate in the on-board

ship and tour events • Florida Seller of Travel #ST35876

Unsubscribe from Patriot Update Daily News
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For Information about Advertising, Click Here
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler; "Cline, Dr.Terry L."
Subject: FW: ACA 1413 Evaluation - POC Request - Oklahoma
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 11:06:05 AM
Attachments: Attachment - Request from HHS.pdf

Request from HHS.PDF
Request from HHS.PDF

Importance: High

I have received an Open Records request from the Tulsa World for correspondence related to the
request from HHS to identify points of contact for ACA Medicaid-related enrollment and the point of
contact for the state exchange activities. I am going to send this email below along with the
attachments in compliance with the request this afternoon. I wanted to give you notice and let you
know that you might also get a call from the reporter, Wayne Greene, as a result because some of
the correspondence mentions and attaches the letter you received on this issue from Mike.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks,
Nico
 
 

From: Buffy Heater 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 4:47 PM
To: 'michala.walker@oig.hhs.gov'
Cc: Garth L. Splinter; Mike Fogarty; Cindy Roberts
Subject: ACA 1413 Evaluation - POC Request - Oklahoma
Importance: High
 
Good Afternoon,
 
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Oklahoma’s single state Medicaid agency, has received
your request for contact information (name, address, telephone number, email address) for staff
who are most knowledgeable about the steps the State has taken or plans to take with regard to
implementing the requirements of Sections 1413 and 2201 of the Affordable Care Act, regarding
streamlined eligibility and enrollment as it pertains to State Medicaid programs.
 
The point of contact for the Medicaid requirements is Buffy Heater, MPH, Director of Planning &

Development, OHCA, 2401 NW 23rd St., Ste 1A, Oklahoma City, OK, 73107. She can be reached at
(405) 522-7545 or Buffy.Heater@okhca.org
 
We recognize the requests from the GAO and OIG ask for representatives from the Medicaid
agency, as well as for appropriate points of contact at other State entities. We understand that the
evaluation and survey will not be limited to Medicaid requirements but also include aspects of the
required interoperability with a health insurance exchange as of January 1, 2014.  To address this
request, the CEO of the OHCA, Mike Fogarty, has passed along the GAO and OIG request letters to
Oklahoma executive branch leaders. (Letters to Oklahoma Secretary of Health and Policy Director for
Governor Mary Fallin attached to this email.) It is anticipated they may identify an additional state
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point of contact perhaps with broader knowledge of the plans for Oklahoma’s health insurance
exchange development.

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: ACA: Waivers
Date: Sunday, June 12, 2011 11:34:05 PM
Attachments: 1332 Waiver (proposed reg) 2011-5583.pdf

waivers-for-state-innovation.pdf

Not sure what you got from the OHCA but here is some reference to waiver.  There is also an
upcoming webinar on something very similar. 
 

From: Lieser, Derek G. 
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2011 8:25 AM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: ACA: Waivers
 
Julie,
 
In addition to the MLR Waiver this is what I’ve come across so far. I’ll keep looking this morning to
brief you on additional Waiver opportunities. It important thing to note is the these waiver
opportunities are NOT AVAILABLE UNTIL AFTER 2017 or if new legislation passed beginning 2014.
 
I have attached the proposed guidance.
 
Respectfully,
Derek
 
 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/03/20110310a.html
 

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 10, 2011

Contact: HHS Press Office 
(202) 690-6343

Obama Administration takes new steps to support innovation,
empower states
New regulations implementing the Affordable Care Act propose a process for how states can apply
for Innovation Waivers

Building on President Obama’s commitment to ensure states have the power and flexibility to
innovate and implement the health care solutions that work best for them, the Departments of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and Treasury today proposed new rules outlining the steps
states may pursue in order to receive a State Innovation Waiver under the Affordable Care Act.

The Affordable Care Act gives states the flexibility to receive a State Innovation Waiver so they
may pursue their own innovative strategies to ensure their residents have access to high quality,
affordable health insurance.  Under the law, State Innovation Waivers are available in 2017.
President Obama supports bipartisan legislation that would make waivers available to states
beginning in 2014. 
“Innovation Waivers empower states to take the lead on implementing the Affordable Care Act,”
said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.  “Today’s announcement demonstrates the flexibility
available to states as they continue to move forward on fixing our broken health insurance
marketplace.”
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U.S. postal mail in the Washington area 
and at the Commission is subject to 
delay due to heightened security 
precautions. 


The FTC Act and other laws that the 
Commission administers permit the 
collection of public comments to 
consider and use in this proceeding as 
appropriate. The Commission will 
consider all timely and responsive 
public comments that it receives, 
whether filed in paper or electronic 
form. Comments received will be 
available to the public on the FTC Web 
site, to the extent practicable, at http://
www.ftc.gov/os/publiccomments.shtm. 
As a matter of discretion, the FTC makes 
every effort to remove home contact 
information for individuals from the 
public comments it receives before 
placing those comments on the FTC 
Web site. More information, including 
routine uses permitted by the Privacy 
Act, may be found in the FTC’s privacy 
policy, at http://www.ftc.gov/ftc/ 
privacy.htm. 


By direction of the Commission. 
Donald S. Clark, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2011–5757 Filed 3–11–11; 8:45 am] 


BILLING CODE 6750–01–P 


DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 


31 CFR Part 33 


RIN 1505–AC30 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 


45 CFR Part 155 


[CMS–9987–P] 


RIN 0938–AQ75 


Application, Review, and Reporting 
Process for Waivers for State 
Innovation 


AGENCY: Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS), HHS; 
Department of the Treasury. 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 


SUMMARY: This proposed rule sets forth 
a procedural framework for submission 
and review of initial applications for a 
Waiver for State Innovation described in 
section 1332 of the Patient Protection 
and the Affordable Care Act including 
processes to ensure opportunities for 
public input in the development of such 
applications by States and in the 
Federal review of the applications. 
DATES: Comments are due on or before 
May 13, 2011. 


ADDRESSES: Written comments may be 
submitted to any of the addresses 
specified below. Any comment that is 
submitted to one Department will be 
shared with the other Department. 
Please do not submit duplicates. 


Department of the Treasury. 
Interested members of the public are 
invited to submit comments on this 
proposed rule. Comments may be 
submitted to Treasury by either of the 
following methods: Submit electronic 
comments through the Federal 
government e-rulemaking portal, http:// 
www.regulations.gov, or send comments 
in hard copy to: Office of Benefits Tax 
Counsel, Attention: Waivers for State 
Innovation, Room 3050, Department of 
the Treasury, 1500 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20220. 


In general, Treasury will post all 
comments to http://www.regulations.gov 
without change, including any business 
or personal information provided such 
as names, addresses, e-mail addresses, 
or telephone numbers. Treasury will 
also make such comments available for 
public inspection and copying in 
Treasury’s Library, Room 1428, 1500 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20220, on official 
business days between the hours of 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Eastern Time. Members 
of the public can make an appointment 
to inspect comments by telephoning 
(202) 622–0990. All comments received, 
including attachments and other 
supporting materials, are part of the 
public record and subject to public 
disclosure. You should only submit 
information that you wish to make 
available publicly. 


Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services. In commenting, please refer to 
file code CMS–9987–P. Because of staff 
and resource limitations, we cannot 
accept comments by facsimile (FAX) 
transmission. 


You may submit comments in one of 
four ways (please choose only one of the 
ways listed): 


1. Electronically. You may submit 
electronic comments on this regulation 
to http://www.regulations.gov. Follow 
the ‘‘Submit a comment’’ instructions. 


2. By regular mail. You may mail 
written comments to the following 
address ONLY: 


Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, Attention: CMS–9987– 
P, P.O. Box 8016, Baltimore, MD 21244– 
8016. 


Please allow sufficient time for mailed 
comments to be received before the 
close of the comment period. 


3. By express or overnight mail. You 
may send written comments to the 
following address ONLY: 


Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, Attention: CMS–9987– 
P, Mail Stop C4–26–05, 7500 Security 
Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244–1850. 


4. By hand or courier. If you prefer, 
you may deliver (by hand or courier) 
your written comments before the close 
of the comment period to either of the 
following addresses: 


a. For delivery in Washington, DC— 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 


Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, Room 445–G, Hubert 
H. Humphrey Building, 200 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20201. 


(Because access to the interior of the 
Hubert H. Humphrey Building is not 
readily available to persons without 
Federal government identification, 
commenters are encouraged to leave 
their comments in the CMS drop slots 
located in the main lobby of the 
building. A stamp-in clock is available 
for persons wishing to retain a proof of 
filing by stamping in and retaining an 
extra copy of the comments being filed.) 


b. For delivery in Baltimore, MD— 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 


Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, 7500 Security 
Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21244–1850. 


If you intend to deliver your 
comments to the Baltimore address, 
please call telephone number (410) 786– 
7195 in advance to schedule your 
arrival with one of our staff members. 


Comments mailed to the addresses 
indicated as appropriate for hand or 
courier delivery may be delayed and 
received after the comment period. 


Submission of comments on 
paperwork requirements. You may 
submit comments on this document’s 
paperwork requirements by following 
the instructions at the end of the 
‘‘Collection of Information 
Requirements’’ section in this document. 


Inspection of Public Comments: All 
comments received before the close of 
the comment period are available for 
viewing by the public, including any 
personally identifiable or confidential 
business information that is included in 
a comment. We post all comments 
received before the close of the 
comment period on the following Web 
site as soon as possible after they have 
been received: http://regulations.gov. 
Follow the search instructions on that 
Web site to view public comments. 


Comments received timely will be 
also available for public inspection as 
they are received, generally beginning 
approximately 3 weeks after publication 
of a document, at the headquarters of 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services, 7500 Security Boulevard, 
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1 Although section 1332 of the Affordable Care 
Act does not authorize waivers for related programs 
like Medicaid (title XIX of the Social Security Act) 
or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (title 
XXI of the Social Security Act), those programs 
have existing waiver authorities. 


Baltimore, Maryland 21244, Monday 
through Friday of each week from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. To schedule an 
appointment to view public comments, 
phone 1–800–743–3951. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 


Department of the Treasury: Carrie 
Simons, (202) 622–0044. 


Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services: Ben Walker, (301) 492–4430. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 


I. Background 
Section 1332 of the Patient Protection 


and Affordable Care Act (the Affordable 
Care Act) (Pub. L. 111–148, enacted on 
March 23, 2010) creates a new Waiver 
for State Innovation and authorizes the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) and the Secretary of the Treasury 
(the Secretaries) to waive all or any of 
the following requirements falling under 
their respective jurisdictions for health 
insurance coverage within a State for 
plan years beginning on or after January 
1, 2017: 


• Part I of subtitle D of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act (relating to the 
establishment of qualified health plans); 


• Part II of subtitle D of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act (relating to 
consumer choices and insurance 
competition through health benefit 
exchanges); 


• Section 1402 of the Affordable Care 
Act (relating to reduced cost sharing for 
individuals enrolling in qualified health 
plans); and 


• Sections 36B (relating to refundable 
credits for coverage under a qualified 
health plan), 4980H (relating to shared 
responsibility for employers regarding 
health coverage), and 5000A (relating to 
the requirement to maintain minimum 
essential coverage) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. 


Section 1332 of the Affordable Care 
Act provides that references in that 
section to ‘‘Secretary’’ refer to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
for waivers relating to Parts I and II of 
subtitle D of Title I of the Affordable 
Care Act and section 1402 of the 
Affordable Care Act, and refer to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for waivers 
relating to sections 36B, 4980H, and 
5000A of the Internal Revenue Code. 


Section 1332(a)(4)(B) of the 
Affordable Care Act requires the 
Secretaries to issue regulations that 
provide the following: 


• A process for public notice and 
comment at the State level, including 
public hearings, that is sufficient to 
ensure a meaningful level of public 
input (section 1332(a)(4)(B)(i) of the 
Affordable Care Act); 


• A process for the submission of an 
application that ensures the disclosure 


of (A) the provisions of law that the 
State involved seeks to waive, and (B) 
the specific plans of the State to ensure 
that the waiver will be in compliance 
with specified statutory requirements 
relating to the comprehensiveness of 
coverage, affordability of coverage, 
scope of coverage, and the effect on 
Federal deficit (as described below) 
(section 1332(a)(4)(B)(ii) of the 
Affordable Care Act); 


• A process for providing public 
notice and comment after the 
application is received by the applicable 
Secretary or Secretaries, that is 
sufficient to ensure a meaningful level 
of public input and that does not 
impose requirements that are in 
addition to, or duplicative of, 
requirements imposed under the 
Administrative Procedure Act (APA), or 
requirements that are unreasonable or 
unnecessarily burdensome with respect 
to State compliance (section 
1332(a)(4)(B)(iii) of the Affordable Care 
Act); 


• A process for the submission to the 
applicable Secretary or Secretaries of 
periodic reports by the State concerning 
the implementation of the program 
under a waiver (section 1332(a)(4)(B)(iv) 
of the Affordable Care Act); and 


• A process for the periodic 
evaluation by the applicable Secretary 
or Secretaries of the program under a 
waiver (section 1332(a)(4)(B)(v) of the 
Affordable Care Act). 


Although section 1332 of the 
Affordable Care Act does not authorize 
waivers for related programs like 
Medicaid (title XIX of the Social 
Security Act) or the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (title XXI of the 
Social Security Act), those programs 
have existing waiver authorities. Section 
1332(a)(5) of the Affordable Care Act 
requires the Secretaries to develop a 
process for coordinating and 
consolidating the State waiver processes 
applicable under the provisions of 
section 1332 of the Affordable Care Act 
with the existing waiver processes 
applicable under titles XVIII (Medicare), 
XIX (Medicaid), and XXI (Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, or CHIP) of 
the Social Security Act, and any waiver 
processes under other Federal laws 
relating to the provision of health care 
items or services. Section 1332(a)(5) of 
the Affordable Care Act further requires 
the process developed by the Secretaries 
to permit a State to submit a single 
application for a waiver under any or all 
of those provisions. 


This proposed rule would implement 
the procedural requirements of section 
1332 of the Affordable Care Act. The 
proposed rule is intended to provide for 
a waiver application process that can be 


coordinated and consolidated with the 
processes for the submission of 
applications for waivers under titles 
XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the Social 
Security Act. 


II. Overview of the Proposed 
Regulations: Section 1332 of the 
Affordable Care Act, Waiver for State 
Innovation (31 CFR Part 33 and 45 CFR 
Part 155) 


A. Introduction 


To implement the provisions of 
section 1332 of the Affordable Care Act, 
the Department of the Treasury 
proposes to add new part 33 to 31 CFR 
subtitle A and the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services, on behalf of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, proposes to add new part 155 
to 45 CFR Subtitle A. These new parts 
would address procedures for State 
development and submission of an 
application for a Waiver for State 
Innovation under section 1332 of the 
Affordable Care Act (referred to in the 
proposed regulations as a section 1332 
waiver), a process for providing public 
notice and opportunity for comment at 
the State and Federal levels, a process 
for the review of applications by the 
Secretaries, and processes for the 
monitoring and evaluation of approved 
section 1332 waivers by the States and 
the Secretaries, including the periodic 
submission of reports by the States to 
the Secretaries. 


B. Coordinated Waiver Process (31 CFR 
33.102 and 45 CFR 155.1302) 


These proposed regulations at 31 CFR 
33.102 and 45 CFR 155.1302 permit, but 
do not require, States to submit a single 
application for a section 1332 waiver 
and a waiver under one or more of the 
existing waiver processes applicable 
under titles XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the 
Social Security Act, or under any other 
Federal law relating to the provision of 
health care items or services, provided 
that the application is consistent with 
the procedures described in these 
proposed regulations, the procedures for 
section 1115 demonstrations, if 
applicable, and the procedures under 
any other applicable Federal law under 
which the State seeks a waiver.1 


The proposed regulations require a 
State seeking a section 1332 waiver to 
submit a waiver application to the 
Secretary of HHS. Upon receipt, the 
Secretary of HHS will transmit any 
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application that includes a request for a 
waiver of provisions under the 
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury (sections 36B, 4980H and 
5000A of the Internal Revenue Code) to 
be reviewed in accordance with the 
provisions of these proposed 
regulations. The Secretaries will 
coordinate the review of any application 
that includes a request for a waiver of 
provisions falling under the jurisdiction 
of each of the Departments of Health 
and Human Services and the Treasury 
(the Departments). 


C. Application Procedures (31 CFR 
33.108 and 45 CFR 155.1308) 


These proposed regulations establish 
procedures for the submission of 
applications for an initial section 1332 
waiver. 


Under 31 CFR 33.108(a) and 45 CFR 
155.1308(a) of the proposed regulations, 
the Secretaries will subject each 
application for an initial section 1332 
waiver to a preliminary review. The 
Secretaries will complete the 
preliminary review within 45 days after 
the application is submitted. 


During this preliminary review 
period, the Secretaries will make a 
preliminary determination as to whether 
a State’s application complies with the 
requirements set forth in 31 CFR 
33.108(a)(2) and 45 CFR 155.1308(a)(2). 
If the Secretaries determine that an 
application is incomplete, the Secretary 
of HHS will send the State a written 
notice of the elements missing from the 
application. These proposed regulations 
provide that a preliminary 
determination that an application is 
complete does not preclude a finding 
during the 180-day Federal decision- 
making period that a necessary element 
of the application is missing or 
insufficient, rendering the application 
incomplete. 


These proposed regulations provide 
that a submitted application will not be 
considered received until the 
Secretaries have made this preliminary 
determination that the application is 
complete. This timing protocol is 
necessary to ensure that the Federal 
public notice and comment period and 
the 180-day Federal decision-making 
period are based on applications that 
the Secretaries preliminarily determine 
to be complete, and that all relevant 
information is available for review 
during those periods. 


The proposed regulations provide 
that, upon a preliminary determination 
by the Secretaries that an application 
they have received is complete, as 
defined under these proposed 
regulations, the Secretary of HHS will 
send the State a written notice 


informing the State that the Secretaries 
have made such a preliminary 
determination, and the date upon which 
they have made that preliminary 
determination. That date will also mark 
the beginning of the Federal public 
notice and comment period and the 180- 
day Federal decision-making period. 


Under the proposed regulations, an 
application for initial approval of a 
section 1332 waiver will not be 
considered complete unless the 
application: (1) Complies with the 
application procedures of 31 CFR 
33.108(a)(2)(iv) and 45 CFR 
155.1308(a)(2)(iv); (2) provides written 
evidence of the State’s compliance with 
the public notice requirements set forth 
in 31 CFR 33.112 and 45 CFR 155.1312; 
and (3) provides all of the following: 


• A comprehensive description of the 
State legislation and program to 
implement a plan meeting the 
requirements for a waiver under section 
1332, as required under section 
1332(a)(1)(B)(i) of the Affordable Care 
Act; 


• A copy of the enacted State 
legislation authorizing such waiver 
request, as required under section 
1332(a)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act; 


• A list of the provisions of law that 
the State seeks to waive including a 
brief description of the reason for the 
specific requests; and 


• The analyses, actuarial 
certifications, data, assumptions, targets 
and other information sufficient to 
provide the Secretaries with the 
necessary data to determine that the 
State’s proposed waiver: 


+ Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(A) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the comprehensive coverage 
requirement), provide coverage that is at 
least as comprehensive as the coverage 
defined in section 1302(b) of the 
Affordable Care Act and offered through 
Exchanges established under Title I of 
the Affordable Care Act as certified by 
the Office of the Actuary of the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
based on sufficient data from the State 
and from comparable States about their 
experience with programs created by the 
Affordable Care Act and the provisions 
of the Affordable Care Act that would be 
waived; 


+ Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(B) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the affordability requirement), provide 
coverage and cost sharing protections 
against excessive out-of-pocket 
spending that are at least as affordable 
as the provisions of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act would provide; 


+ Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(B)(C) of the Affordable Care 
Act (the scope of coverage requirement), 


provide coverage to at least a 
comparable number of its residents as 
the provisions of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act would provide; and 


+ Will not, as prohibited under 
section 1332(b)(1)(D) of the Affordable 
Care Act (the Federal deficit 
requirement), increase the Federal 
deficit. 


Section 1332(a)(3) of the Affordable 
Care Act requires that the Secretaries 
provide for an alternative means by 
which the aggregate amount of tax 
credits or cost-sharing reductions that 
would have been paid had the State not 
received a waiver, be paid to the State 
for purposes of implementing the 
waiver. This amount will be determined 
annually by the Secretaries, on a per 
capita basis, taking into consideration 
the experience of other States for 
participation in an Exchange and tax 
credits and cost-sharing reductions 
provided in such other States. 


To provide information necessary for 
the Secretaries to determine (1) that the 
State’s proposed waiver meets the 
comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, the scope 
of coverage requirement and the Federal 
deficit requirement and (2) the annual 
amount, if any, of foregone tax credits 
and cost-sharing reductions that will be 
paid to the State for purposes of 
implementing the waiver pursuant to 
section 1332(a)(3) of the Affordable Care 
Act, the proposed regulation requires 
that a State’s application contain: 


(1) Actuarial analyses and actuarial 
certifications to support the State’s 
estimates that the proposed waiver will 
comply with the comprehensive 
coverage requirement, the affordability 
requirement and the scope of coverage 
requirement. 


(2) Economic analyses to support the 
State’s estimates that the proposed 
waiver will comply with the 
comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, the scope 
of coverage requirement and the Federal 
deficit requirement, including: 


• A detailed 10-year budget plan that 
is deficit neutral to the Federal 
government, as prescribed in section 
1332(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Affordable Care 
Act, and includes all costs under the 
waiver, including administrative costs 
and other costs to the Federal 
government, if applicable; and 


• A detailed analysis regarding the 
estimated impact of the waiver on 
health insurance coverage in the State. 


(3) The data and assumptions used to 
demonstrate that the State’s proposal is 
in compliance with the comprehensive 
coverage requirement, the affordability 
requirement, the scope of coverage 
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requirement and the Federal deficit 
requirement, including: 


• Information on the age, income, 
health expenses and current health 
insurance status of the relevant State 
population; the number of employers, 
categorized by number of employees 
and by whether the employer offers 
health insurance; cross-tabulations of 
these variables; and an explanation of 
data sources and quality; and 


• An explanation of the key 
assumptions and methodology used to 
develop the estimates of the effect of the 
waiver on health insurance coverage in 
the State and on the Federal budget, 
such as individual and employer 
participation rates, behavioral changes, 
premium and price effects, and other 
relevant factors. 


(4) Additional information supporting 
the State’s proposed waiver, including: 


• An explanation as to whether the 
waiver increases or decreases the 
administrative burden on individuals, 
insurers, and employers, and if so, how 
and why; 


• An explanation of whether and how 
the waiver will affect the 
implementation of the provisions of the 
Affordable Care Act which the State is 
not requesting to waive in the State and 
at the Federal level; 


• An explanation of how the waiver 
will affect residents who need to obtain 
health care services out-of-State, as well 
as the States in which such residents 
may seek such services; 


• If applicable, an explanation of how 
the State will provide the Federal 
government with all information 
necessary to administer the waiver at 
the Federal level; and 


• An explanation of how the State’s 
proposal will address potential 
individual, employer, insurer, or 
provider compliance, waste, fraud and 
abuse within the State or in other States. 


(5) For purposes of post-award 
monitoring, suggested quarterly, annual, 
and cumulative targets for the 
comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, the scope 
of coverage requirement and the Federal 
deficit requirement of section 1332(b) of 
the Affordable Care Act. 


(6) Other information consistent with 
guidance provided by the Secretaries. 


Under the proposed regulations, there 
is no minimum time specified between 
the submission of an application and 
start date of the waiver. However, we 
solicit comments on whether a State 
should be required to submit an 
application at least 12 months in 
advance of the requested effective date, 
in order to allow for the effective 
implementation of approved waivers at 
the State level. 


The requirement in the proposed 
regulation that a State provide certain 
analysis, certifications, data, 
assumptions, targets and other 
information as part of a section 1332 
waiver application is designed to ensure 
that a State’s development of a waiver 
proposal addresses major relevant issues 
for the State and provides the 
Secretaries with sufficient information 
to fully assess the projected impact of 
section 1332 waiver proposals for the 
statutory requirements and to accurately 
determine the amount to be paid to the 
State for purposes of implementing the 
waiver under section 1332(a)(3) of the 
Affordable Care Act. The Secretaries 
also solicit comments regarding these 
proposed requirements, as well as what 
other types of analysis, certifications, 
data, assumptions, targets and 
information States would consider 
useful in supporting an application for 
a section 1332 waiver and whether these 
regulations should specifically require 
such additional analyses, certifications, 
data, assumptions, targets and 
information to be included as part of a 
section 1332 waiver application. 


Lastly, during the Federal review 
process, the proposed regulation 
provides that the Secretaries may 
request additional supporting 
information from the State as needed to 
address public comments or to address 
issues that arise in reviewing the 
application. 


D. State Public Notice Requirements (31 
CFR 33.112 and 45 CFR 155.1312) 


Consistent with the provisions of 
section 1332 of the Affordable Care Act, 
to facilitate public involvement in the 
review and approval of section 1332 
waiver applications, 31 CFR 33.112(a)(1) 
and 45 CFR 155.1312(a)(1) of the 
proposed regulations require a State to 
provide a public notice and comment 
period sufficient to ensure a meaningful 
level of public input for a section 1332 
waiver application prior to the 
submission of that application to the 
Secretary of HHS for review and 
consideration. In addition, the proposed 
regulations require a State with one or 
more Federally-recognized Indian tribes 
within its borders to consult with those 
Indian tribes in accordance with 
Executive Order 13175. 


Because meaningful input requires 
notice of the nature of the section 1332 
waiver application, as part of the State 
notice and comment period, the 
proposed regulations require a State to 
provide the public with the following 
prior to the submission of an 
application: 


• A comprehensive description of the 
section 1332 waiver application to be 


submitted to the Secretary of HHS, 
including information and assurances 
related to all statutory requirements and 
other information consistent with 
guidance provided by the Secretaries; 


• Where copies of the section 1332 
waiver application are available for 
public review and comment; 


• How and where written comments 
may be submitted and reviewed by the 
public, and the timeframe during which 
public comments may be submitted; and 


• The location, date and time of 
public hearings that will be convened 
by the State to seek public input on the 
section 1332 waiver application. 


31 CFR 33.112(a)(2) and 45 CFR 
155.1312(a)(2) of the proposed 
regulations require States to conduct 
public hearings that provide interested 
parties with the opportunity to learn 
about and comment on the contents of 
the section 1332 waiver application. 


The State public notice and comment 
process must comply with applicable 
civil rights rules for accessibility, which 
require, for example— 


• The provision of auxiliary aids and 
services such as interpreters for persons 
with disabilities where necessary for 
effective communication; 


• The use of accessible meeting 
places for the hosting of public forums 
provided for in the Rule; 


• Reasonable steps to provide 
meaningful access for limited English 
proficient (LEP) persons, such as the 
inclusion of ‘‘tag lines’’ on State web 
sites containing phone numbers for LEP 
persons to call to reach ‘‘language line’’ 
interpreters for assistance; and 


• Other civil rights requirements 
applicable to the States under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, among others. 


E. Federal Public Notice and Approval 
Process (31 CFR 33.116 and 45 CFR 
155.1316) 


Consistent with section 1332 of the 
Affordable Care Act and the Secretaries’ 
desire to implement a State waiver 
application process that promotes 
transparency, facilitates public 
involvement and input, and encourages 
sound decision-making at all levels of 
government, 31 CFR 33.116 and 45 CFR 
155.1316 of the proposed regulations 
provide for a Federal public notice and 
comment period following a 
preliminary determination by the 
Secretaries that a State’s application for 
a section 1332 waiver is complete. As 
required by section 1332 of the 
Affordable Care Act, the Federal notice 
and comment period is designed to 
ensure a meaningful level of public 
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input, while avoiding the imposition of 
requirements that are in addition to, or 
duplicative of, those imposed under the 
APA or that are unreasonable or 
unnecessarily burdensome for State 
compliance. 


To facilitate public participation in 
the section 1332 waiver application 
process, the proposed regulations 
require the Secretary of HHS to provide 
the public with notice of a section 1332 
waiver application that has been 
preliminarily determined to be 
complete, including any supplemental 
materials received from a State during 
the Federal public notice and comment 
period, as well as regular updates for the 
status of a State’s section 1332 waiver 
application. In addition, the Secretary of 
HHS will provide the public with 
information relating to (A) where copies 
of the section 1332 waiver application 
are available for public review and 
comment; (B) how and where written 
comments may be submitted and 
reviewed by the public, and the 
timeframe during which comments may 
be submitted; and (C) any public 
comments received during the Federal 
public notice and comment period. 


Following the conclusion of the 
Federal notice and comment period, but 
in no event later than 180 days 
following the preliminary determination 
by the Secretaries that a State’s 
application for a section 1332 waiver is 
complete, the final decision of the 
Secretaries on a State’s section 1332 
waiver application will be issued by the 
Secretary of HHS. 


F. Monitoring and Compliance (31 CFR 
33.120 and 45 CFR 155.1320) 


As section 1332 waivers are likely to 
a have a significant impact on 
individuals, States and the Federal 
government, the proposed regulations 
establish processes and methodologies 
to ensure that the Secretaries receive 
adequate and appropriate information 
regarding the effectiveness of section 
1332 waivers (consistent with section 
1332(a)(4)(B)(iv) of the Affordable Care 
Act). 


Under 31 CFR 33.120(a) and 45 CFR 
155.1320(a) of the proposed regulations, 
a State is required to comply with all 
applicable Federal laws, regulations, 
policy statements and Departmental 
guidance unless a law or regulation has 
specifically been waived. Further, the 
proposed regulations require a State to 
come into compliance with any changes 
in Federal law, regulation, or policy 
affecting section 1332 waivers within 
the timeframes specified in law, 
regulation, interpretive policy, or 
guidance, unless the provision being 
changed is expressly waived, and to 


comply with the terms and conditions 
of the agreement entered into between 
the Secretaries and the State to 
implement a section 1332 waiver, or the 
section 1332 waiver will be suspended 
or terminated in whole or in part by the 
Secretaries. 


Under 31 CFR 33.120(b) and 45 CFR 
155.1320(b) of the proposed regulations, 
as part of the terms and conditions of 
any section 1332 waiver, a State must 
conduct periodic reviews related to the 
implementation of the waiver. The 
Secretaries will review, and when 
appropriate investigate, documented 
complaints that a State is failing to 
materially comply with requirements 
specified in the terms and conditions of 
the section 1332 waiver. In addition, the 
Secretaries will share with the State any 
complaint that has been received, and 
notify the State of any applicable 
monitoring and compliance issues. 


Under 31 CFR 33.120(c) and 45 CFR 
155.1320(c) of the proposed regulations, 
to ensure continued public input after 
the initial 6 months of the waiver’s 
implementation, and annually 
thereafter, States are required to hold a 
public forum at which members of the 
public have an opportunity to provide 
comments on the progress of the section 
1332 waiver. The proposed regulation 
further requires States to include a 
summary of this forum to the Secretary 
of HHS as part of the quarterly and 
annual reporting requirements under 31 
CFR 33.124 and 45 CFR 155.1324. 


Under 31 CFR 33.120(c)(1) and 45 
CFR 155.1320(c)(1) of the proposed 
regulations, States are required to 
publish the date, time, and location of 
the public forum in a prominent 
location on the State’s public Web site 
at least 30 days prior to the date of the 
planned public forum. 


Under 31 CFR 33.120(d) and 45 CFR 
155.1320(d) of the proposed regulations, 
the Secretaries reserve the right to 
suspend or terminate a section 1332 
waiver, in whole or in part, any time 
before the date of expiration, if the 
Secretaries determine that the State has 
materially failed to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the section 1332 
waiver. In the event that all or a portion 
section 1332 waiver is terminated or 
suspended by the Secretaries, or if all or 
a portion of the section 1332 waiver is 
withdrawn, Federal funding is limited 
to normal closeout costs associated with 
an orderly termination of the section 
1332 waiver, as described in 31 CFR 
33.120(e) and 45 CFR 155.1320(e). 


Under 31 CFR 33.120(f) and 45 CFR 
155.1320(f) of the proposed regulations, 
in the event that the Secretaries 
undertake an independent evaluation of 
any component of the section 1332 


waiver, the State must cooperate fully 
with the Secretaries or the independent 
evaluator selected by the Secretaries. 
This cooperation includes, but is not 
limited to, the submission of all 
necessary data and information to the 
Secretaries or the independent 
evaluator. 


G. State Reporting Requirements (31 
CFR 33.124 and 45 CFR 155.1324) 


Section 1332 of the Affordable Care 
Act requires that the Secretaries provide 
for a procedure for the periodic 
submission of reports by a State 
concerning the implementation of the 
program under a section 1332 waiver. 


In order for the Secretaries to 
effectively monitor the implementation 
of a waiver, the proposed regulations 
require a State to submit a quarterly 
progress report in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the State’s 
section 1332 waiver. States are also 
required to submit an annual report, as 
described in 31 CFR 33.124(b) and 45 
CFR 155.1324(b), documenting the 
following: 


• The progress of the section 1332 
waiver; 


• Data on compliance with section 
1332(b)(1)(A) through (D) of the 
Affordable Care Act; 


• A summary of the annual post- 
award public forum, including all 
public comments received regarding the 
progress of the section 1332 waiver and 
action taken in response to such 
concerns or comments; and 


• Other information consistent with 
the State’s approved terms and 
conditions. 


Under 31 CFR 33.124(c) and 45 CFR 
155.1324(c) of the proposed regulations, 
States are required to submit a draft 
annual report to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services no later than 90 
days after the end of each waiver year. 
Within 60 days of receipt of comments 
from the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, a State is required to submit a 
final annual report for the waiver year 
to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. Finally, a State is required to 
publish the draft and final annual 
reports on the State’s public Web site. 


The Secretaries intend to issue future 
guidance under section 1332 regarding 
periodic reports. 


H. Periodic Evaluation Requirements 
(31 CFR 33.128 and 45 CFR 155.1328) 


Section 1332 of the Affordable Care 
Act requires that the Secretaries provide 
for a procedure for the periodic 
evaluation of section 1332 waivers by 
the Secretary or Secretaries with 
jurisdiction over the provisions for 
which the waiver was granted. These 
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proposed regulations require that each 
periodic evaluation shall include a 
review of all annual reports submitted 
by the State in accordance with 45 CFR 
155.1324 and 31 CFR 33.124 that relate 
to the period of time covered by the 
evaluation. 


As part of this proposed regulation, 
the Secretaries are soliciting public 
comments regarding specific 
components of the periodic evaluation 
of a section 1332 waiver. Potential 
components of a periodic evaluation 
could include, but not be limited to, the 
impact of the waiver on the following: 


• Choice of health plans for 
individuals and employers; 


• Stability of coverage for individuals 
and employers; 


• Small businesses, individuals with 
pre-existing conditions, and the low- 
income population; 


• The overall health care system in 
the State; and 


• Other States and the Federal 
government. 


The Secretaries intend to issue future 
guidance under section 1332 regarding 
periodic evaluations. 


III. Collection of Information 
Requirements 


Under the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995, the Departments are required to 
provide notice in the Federal Register 
and solicit public comment before a 
collection of information requirement is 
approved by the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB). To fairly evaluate 
whether an information collection 
should be approved by OMB, section 
3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 requires that the 
Departments solicit comment on the 
following issues: 


• The need for the information 
collection and its usefulness in carrying 
out the proper functions of the 
Departments. 


• The accuracy of the Departments’ 
estimate of the information collection 
burden. 


• The quality, utility, and clarity of 
the information to be collected. 


• Recommendations to minimize the 
information collection burden on the 
affected public, including automated 
collection techniques. 


The Departments have no way to 
accurately quantify the burden until the 
provisions that section 1332 authorizes 
the Secretaries to waive pursuant to an 
application by a State take effect in 
2014. The Departments are soliciting 
public comments on the annual number 
of waiver applications that the 
Departments may receive, and will 
reevaluate this issue in future guidance. 
With that said, the Departments have 


developed estimates of the burden 
associated with information collection 
requirements in this proposed 
regulation. 


The Departments are soliciting public 
comment on each of these issues for the 
following sections of this document that 
contain information collection 
requirements (ICRs): 


A. ICRs Regarding Application 
Procedures (31 CFR 33.108 and 45 CFR 
155.1308) 


31 CFR 33.108 and 45 CFR 155.1308 
of the proposed regulations establish the 
application process for section 1332 
waivers. A State’s application for 
approval of a section 1332 waiver must 
be submitted to CMS as both printed 
and electronic documents. Paragraph 
(a)(2)(iv) of 31 CFR 33.108 and 45 CFR 
155.1308 specify that applications for a 
section 1332 waiver will not be 
considered complete if they do not 
contain written evidence of compliance 
with the State public notice and 
comment process described in 31 CFR 
33.112 and 45 CFR 155.1312, as well as 
the information specified in paragraph 
(a)(2)(iv)(C) and (D) of 31 CFR 33.108 
and 45 CFR 155.1308. 


The burden associated with the 
requirements in 31 CFR 33.108 and 45 
CFR 155.1308 is the time and effort 
necessary for a State to develop and 
submit a complete application for a 
section 1332 waiver. The Departments 
estimate that it will take 200 hours for 
a State to develop and submit a 
complete section 1332 waiver 
application, at a total cost of $4,134. 


B. ICRs Regarding State Public Notice 
Requirements (31 CFR 33.112 and 45 
CFR 155.1312) 


Paragraph (a)(1) of 31 CFR 33.112 and 
45 CFR 155.1312 of the proposed 
regulations require a State to provide a 
public notice and comment period 
regarding applications for section 1332 
waivers. 31 CFR 33.112 and 45 CFR 
155.1312 specify that prior to 
submitting an application to HHS and 
Treasury for a section 1332 waiver, the 
State must provide a public notice and 
comment period sufficient to ensure a 
meaningful level of public input. The 
public notice must address the 
information requirements listed in 
paragraphs (b)(1) through (4) of 31 CFR 
33.112 and 45 CFR 155.1312. 


The burden estimate associated with 
this requirement is the time and effort 
necessary to develop and publish a 
public notice that complies with the 
aforementioned information 
requirements. The Departments estimate 
that each State submitting an 
application for a section 1332 waiver 


will require 40 hours to comply with the 
requirements in this section, at a total 
cost of $827 per State. 


Paragraph (c) of 31 CFR 33.112 and 45 
CFR 155.1312 specify that after issuing 
the public notice and prior to 
submitting an application for a section 
1332 waiver, a State must conduct 
public hearings regarding the State’s 
waiver application. The minimum 
burden associated with this requirement 
is the time and effort necessary for a 
State to conduct public hearings prior to 
submitting an application for a section 
1332 waiver. While this requirement is 
subject to the PRA, the Departments 
believe the associated burden is exempt 
under 5 CFR 1320.3(h)(4). Facts or 
opinions submitted in response to 
general solicitations of comments from 
the public, published in the Federal 
Register or other publications, 
regardless of the form or format thereof, 
provided that no person is required to 
supply specific information pertaining 
to the commenter, other than that 
necessary for self-identification, as a 
condition of the agency’s full 
consideration of the comment are not 
subject to the PRA. 


Paragraph (a)(2) of 31 CFR 33.112 and 
45 CFR 155.1312 require States with one 
or more federally-recognized Indian 
tribes to consult with such tribes before 
submitting a section 1332 waiver 
application. Paragraph (a)(2)(iv)(B) of 31 
CFR 33.108 and 45 CFR 155.1308 
explain that documentation of the 
State’s public notice, which 
incorporates this consultation, must be 
included in the waiver application. 


The burden associated with these 
requirements is both the time and effort 
necessary for a State to conduct its tribal 
consultations and the time and effort 
necessary to notify CMS of the State’s 
compliance with paragraph (a)(2)(iv)(B) 
of 31 CFR 33.108 and 45 CFR 155.1308. 
The Departments estimate that each 
State submitting an application for a 
section 1332 waiver will require 40 
hours to both conduct its tribal 
consultations and to submit the 
aforementioned evidence to CMS, at a 
total cost of $827. 


C. ICRs Regarding Monitoring and 
Compliance (31 CFR 33.120 and 45 CFR 
155.1320) 


31 CFR 33.120 and 45 CFR 155.1320 
of the proposed regulations require 
States to periodically perform reviews of 
the implementation of the section 1332 
waiver. The Departments estimate that it 
will take a State 40 hours annually to 
periodically review the waiver’s 
implementation, at a total cost of $827. 


Paragraph (c) of 31 CFR 33.120 and 45 
CFR 155.1320 of the proposed 
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regulations further specifies that at least 
6 months after the implementation date 
of the waiver and annually thereafter, 
the State must hold a public forum to 
solicit comments on the progress of a 
section 1332 waiver. As proposed in 
paragraph (c)(1) of 31 CFR 33.120 and 
45 CFR 155.1320, the State must publish 
the date, time, and location of the public 
forum in a prominent location on the 
State’s public Web site, at least 30 days 
prior to the date of the planned public 
forum. 


The burden associated with these 
provisions includes the time and effort 
necessary to conduct the public meeting 
and the time and effort necessary for a 
State to publish the date, time, and 
location of the public forum in a 
prominent location on the State’s public 
Web site, at least 30 days prior to the 
date of the planned public forum. While 
these requirements are subject to the 
PRA, the Departments believe the 
associated burden is exempt from the 
PRA. As discussed previously in this 
collection, facts or opinions submitted 
in response to general solicitations of 
comments from the public, published in 
the Federal Register or other 
publications, regardless of the form or 
format thereof, provided that no person 
is required to supply specific 
information pertaining to the 
commenter, other than that necessary 
for self-identification, as a condition of 
the agency’s full consideration of the 
comment are not subject to the PRA. 
Therefore, the burden associated with 
the annual public hearing requirement 
is exempt. Similarly, the Departments 
believe the time and effort necessary for 
a State to publish the date, time, and 
location of the public forum in a 
prominent location on the State’s public 
Web site is a burden that would be 
incurred in the course of usual and 
customary State business practices and 


is therefore exempt from the PRA under 
5 CFR 1320.3(b)(3). 


D. ICRs Regarding State Reporting 
Requirements (31 CFR 33.124 and 45 
CFR 155.1324) 


Paragraph (a) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 45 
CFR 155.1324 of the proposed 
regulations requires States to submit 
quarterly reports to CMS in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of a 
State’s approved section 1332 waiver. 
The burden associated with this 
reporting requirement is the time and 
effort necessary to submit quarterly 
reports to CMS. The Departments 
estimate that it will take 10 hours per 
quarter for each State to comply with 
this reporting requirement, for a total of 
40 hours per year, at a total annual cost 
of $827. 


Paragraph (b) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 45 
CFR 155.1324 of the proposed 
regulations requires States to submit 
annual reports to CMS documenting the 
information listed in paragraph (b)(1) 
through (4) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 45 
CFR 155.1324. As part of the submission 
process, paragraph (c) of 31 CFR 33.124 
and 45 CFR 155.1324 requires States to 
submit draft annual reports to CMS no 
later than 90 days after the end of each 
waiver year, or as specified in the 
State’s terms and conditions. The 
burden associated with this reporting 
requirement is the time and effort 
necessary to submit draft annual reports 
to CMS. The Departments estimate that 
it will take 24 hours for each State to 
comply with this reporting requirement, 
at a total cost of $496. 


Paragraph (c)(1) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 
45 CFR 155.1324 of the proposed 
regulations specifies that within 60 days 
of receipt of comments from CMS, the 
State must submit to CMS the final 
annual report for the waiver year. While 
this requirement is subject to the PRA, 


the Departments believe the associated 
burden is exempt under 5 CFR 
1320.3(h)(9). Facts or opinions obtained 
or solicited through non-standardized 
follow-up questions designed to clarify 
responses to approved collections of 
information are not subject to the PRA. 


Paragraph (c)(2) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 
45 CFR 155.1324 of the proposed 
regulations specify that the draft and 
final annual reports must be published 
on the State’s public Web site. The 
burden associated with this is the time 
and effort required for a State to post the 
aforementioned information on the 
State’s public Web site. The 
Departments estimate that it will take 2 
hours for each State to comply with this 
requirement, at a total cost of $42. 


E. ICRs Regarding Periodic Evaluation 
Requirements (31 CFR 33.128 and 45 
CFR 155.1328) 


31 CFR 33.128 and 45 CFR 155.1328 
of the proposed regulations specify that 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services and the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall periodically evaluate the 
implementation of section 1332 waivers. 
One potential option for satisfying this 
requirement is for a State to design and 
conduct an evaluation, with Federal 
approval of the evaluation design and 
interim and final reports. The burden 
associated with this approach is the 
time and effort necessary to design and 
execute an evaluation for a section 1332 
waiver. The Departments estimate that it 
will take a State 80 hours to develop an 
evaluation design, 80 hours to develop 
and submit an interim evaluation report, 
and 36 hours to publish CMS-approved 
evaluations on a State’s public Web site. 
The Departments estimate that it will 
take a State 196 hours over the course 
of a 5-year waiver term to complete 
these activities at a total cost of $4,051. 


TABLE 1—ESTIMATED ANNUAL RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING BURDEN 


Regulation section(s) 
OMB 


control 
No. 


Respond-
ents Responses 


Burden per 
response 
(hours) 


Total 
annual 
burden 
(hours) 


Hourly 
labor 


cost of 
reporting 


($) 


Total labor 
cost of 


reporting 
($) 


Total cap-
ital/mainte-


nance 
costs 
($) 


Total cost 
($) 


31 CFR 33.108 and 45 CFR 155.1308 ..... 0938–New X 1 200 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 
Paragraph (a)(1) of 31 CFR 33.112 and 


45 CFR 155.1312.
0938–New X 1 40 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


Paragraph (a)(2) of 31 CFR 33.112 and 
45 CFR 155.1312.


0938–New X 1 40 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


Paragraph (b)(1) of 31 CFR 33.120 and 
45 CFR 155.1320.


0938–New X 1 40 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


Paragraph (a) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 45 
CFR 155.1324.


0938–New X 4 10 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


Paragraph (b) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 45 
CFR 155.1324.


0938–New X 1 24 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


Paragraph (c)(2) of 31 CFR 33.124 and 
45 CFR 155.1324.


0938–New X 1 2 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


31 CFR 33.128 and 45 CFR 155.1328 ..... 0938–New X 1 196 n/a 20.67 n/a 0 n/a 


Total .................................................... ................... X 10 .................. n/a .................. n/a 0 n/a 
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If you comment on these information 
collection and recordkeeping 
requirements, please do either of the 
following: 


1. Submit your comments 
electronically as specified in the 
ADDRESSES section of this proposed rule; 
or 


2. Submit your comments to the 
Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs, Office of Management and 
Budget, Attention: CMS Desk Officer 
[CMS–9987–P]; Fax: (202) 395–6974; or 
E-mail: OIRA_submission@omb.eop.gov. 


An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a control number 
assigned by OMB. 


IV. Response to Comments 
Because of the large number of public 


comments the Departments normally 
receive on Federal Register documents, 
the Departments are not able to 
acknowledge or respond to them 
individually. The Departments will 
consider all comments the Departments 
receive by the date and time specified 
in the DATES section of this preamble, 
and, when the Departments proceed 
with a subsequent document, the 
Departments will respond to the 
comments in the preamble to that 
document. 


V. Regulatory Impact Statement 
The Departments have examined the 


impacts of this proposed rule as 
required by Executive Order 13563 on 
Improving Regulation and Regulatory 
Review (January 18, 2011), Executive 
Order 12866 on Regulatory Planning 
and Review (September 30, 1993), the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) (5 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.), section 202 of the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995 
(Pub. L. 104–4), Executive Order 13132 
on Federalism (August 4, 1999), and the 
Congressional Review Act (5 U.S.C. 
804(2)). 


Executive Order 12866 directs 
agencies to assess all costs and benefits 
of available regulatory alternatives and, 
if regulation is necessary, to select 
regulatory approaches that maximize 
net benefits (including potential 
economic, environmental, public health 
and safety effects, distributive impacts, 
and equity). This rule has been 
designated a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ although not economically 
significant, under section 3(f) of 
Executive Order 12866. Accordingly, 
the rule has been reviewed by the Office 
of Management and Budget. 


The RFA requires agencies to analyze 
options for regulatory relief for small 
entities, if a rule has a significant impact 


on a substantial number of small 
entities. For purposes of the RFA, small 
entities include small businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, and small 
governmental jurisdictions. Most 
hospitals and most other health care 
providers and suppliers are small 
entities, either by being nonprofit 
organizations or by meeting the SBA 
definition of a small business and 
having revenues of less than $7 million 
to $34.5 million in any 1 year. (For 
details, see the Small Business 
Administration’s final rule that set forth 
size standards for health care industries, 
at 65 FR 69432, November 17, 2000.) 
Individuals and States are not included 
in the definition of a small entity. The 
Departments are not preparing an 
analysis for the RFA because the 
Departments have determined, and the 
Secretaries certify, that this proposed 
rule will not have a significant impact 
on a substantial number of small 
entities. 


Section 202 of the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995 (UMRA) 
(Pub. L. 104–4) also requires that 
agencies assess anticipated costs and 
benefits before issuing any rule whose 
mandates require spending in any 1 year 
of $100 million in 1995 dollars, updated 
annually for inflation. In 2011, that 
threshold is approximately $136 
million. Because this rule does not 
mandate State participation in section 
1332 waivers, there is no obligation for 
the State to make any change to their 
existing programs. As a result, there is 
no mandate for the State. Therefore, the 
Departments estimate this rule will not 
mandate expenditures in the threshold 
amount of $136 million in any 1 year. 


Executive Order 13132 establishes 
certain requirements that an agency 
must meet when it promulgates a 
proposed rule (and subsequent final 
rule) that imposes substantial direct 
requirement costs on State and local 
governments, preempts State law, or 
otherwise has Federalism implications. 
Since this regulation would not impose 
costs on State or local governments, the 
requirements of Executive Order 13132 
are not applicable. In accordance with 
the provisions of Executive Order 
12866, this regulation was reviewed by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 


List of Subjects 


31 CFR Part 33 


Health care, Health insurance, 
Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 


45 CFR Part 155 
Health care, Health insurance, 


Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 


Department of the Treasury 


31 CFR Subtitle A 
For the reasons set forth in the 


preamble, the Department of the 
Treasury proposes to amend 31 CFR 
subtitle A to add new part 33 to read as 
follows: 


PART 33—WAIVERS FOR STATE 
INNOVATION 


Sec. 
33.100 Basis and purpose. 
33.102 Coordinated waiver process. 
33.104 Definitions. 
33.108 Application procedures. 
33.112 State public notice requirements. 
33.116 Federal public notice and approval 


process. 
33.120 Monitoring and compliance. 
33.124 State reporting requirements. 
33.128 Periodic evaluation requirements. 


Authority: Sec. 1332, Pub. L. 111–148, 124 
Stat. 119 


§ 33.100 Basis and purpose. 
(a) Statutory basis. This part 


implements provisions of section 1332 
of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (Affordable Care Act), Public 
Law 111–148, relating to Waivers for 
State Innovation, which the Secretary 
may authorize for plan years beginning 
on or after January 1, 2017. Section 1332 
of the Affordable Care Act requires the 
Secretary to issue regulations that 
provide for all of the following: 


(1) A process for public notice and 
comment at the State level, including 
public hearings, sufficient to ensure a 
meaningful level of public input. 


(2) A process for the submission of an 
application that ensures the disclosure 
of all of the following: 


(i) The provisions of law that the State 
involved seeks to waive. 


(ii) The specific plans of the State to 
ensure that the waiver will meet all 
requirements specified in section 1332 
of the Affordable Care Act. 


(3) A process for the provision of 
public notice and comment after a 
waiver application is received by the 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, that is sufficient to ensure a 
meaningful level of public input and 
that does not impose requirements that 
are in addition to, or duplicative of, 
requirements imposed under the 
Administrative Procedures Act, or 
requirements that are unreasonable or 
unnecessarily burdensome with respect 
to State compliance. 


(4) A process for the submission of 
reports to the Secretary by a State 
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relating to the implementation of a 
waiver. 


(5) A process for the periodic 
evaluation by the Secretary of programs 
under waivers. 


(b) Purpose. This part sets forth 
certain procedural requirements for 
Waivers for State Innovation under 
section 1332 of the Affordable Care Act. 


§ 33.102 Coordinated waiver process. 
(a) Coordination with applications for 


waivers under other Federal laws. A 
State may submit a single application to 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services for a waiver under section 1332 
of the Affordable Care Act and a waiver 
under one or more of the existing waiver 
processes applicable under titles XVIII, 
XIX, and XXI of the Social Security Act, 
or under any other Federal law relating 
to the provision of health care items or 
services, provided that such application 
is consistent with the procedures 
described in this part, the procedures 
for section 1115 demonstrations, if 
applicable, and the procedures under 
any other applicable Federal law under 
which the State seeks a waiver. 


(b) Coordinated process for section 
1332 waivers. A State seeking a section 
1332 waiver must submit a waiver 
application to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services. Any application 
submitted to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services that requests to waive 
sections 36B, 4980H, and 5000A of the 
Internal Revenue Code, in accordance 
with section 1332(a)(2)(D) of the 
Affordable Care Act, shall upon receipt 
be transmitted by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to the 
Secretary to be reviewed in accordance 
with 31 CFR part 33. 


§ 33.104 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part: 
Complete application means an 


application that has been submitted and 
for which the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
have made a preliminary determination 
that it includes all required information 
and satisfies all requirements that are 
described in § 33.108(a)(2)(iv). 


Public notice means a notice issued 
by a government agency or legislative 
body that contains sufficient detail to 
notify the public at large of a proposed 
action consistent with § 33.112. 


Section 1332 waiver means a Waiver 
for State Innovation under section 1332 
of the Affordable Care Act. 


§ 33.108 Application procedures. 
(a) Initial waiver applications—(1) 


Acceptable formats for applications. (i) 
Applications for initial approval of a 
section 1332 waiver shall be submitted 


in both printed and electronic formats to 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 


(ii) [Reserved] 
(2) Guidelines for applications. (i) 


Each application for a section 1332 
waiver will be subject to a preliminary 
review by the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, who will make a preliminary 
determination that the application is 
complete. A submitted application will 
not be deemed received until the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services have made the 
preliminary determination that the 
application is complete. 


(A) The Secretary and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services will 
complete the preliminary review of the 
application within 45 days after it is 
submitted. 


(B) If the Secretary and the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services 
determine that the application is not 
complete, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services will send the State a 
written notice of the elements missing 
from the application. 


(C) The preliminary determination 
that an application is complete does not 
preclude a finding during the 180-day 
Federal decision-making period that a 
necessary element of the application is 
missing or insufficient. 


(ii) Upon making the preliminary 
determination that an application is 
complete, as defined in this part, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
will send the State a written notice 
informing the State that the Secretary 
and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services have made such a preliminary 
determination. That date will also mark 
the beginning of the Federal public 
notice process and the 180-day Federal 
decision-making period. 


(iii) Upon receipt of a complete 
application for an initial section 1332 
waiver, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services will— 


(A) Make available to the public the 
application, and all related State 
submissions, including all supplemental 
information received from the State 
following the receipt of a complete 
application for a section 1332 waiver. 


(B) Indicate the status of the 
application. 


(iv) An application for initial approval 
of a section 1332 waiver will not be 
considered complete unless the 
application meets all of the following 
conditions: 


(A) Complies with paragraph (a) of 
this section. 


(B) Provides written evidence of the 
State’s compliance with the public 


notice requirements set forth in 
§ 33.112. 


(C) Provides all of the following: 
(1) A comprehensive description of 


the State legislation and program to 
implement a plan meeting the 
requirements for a waiver under section 
1332; 


(2) A copy of the enacted State 
legislation authorizing such waiver 
request, as required under section 
1332(a)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act; 


(3) A list of the provisions of law that 
the State seeks to waive, including a 
brief description of the reason for the 
specific requests; and 


(4) The analyses, actuarial 
certifications, data, assumptions, 
analysis, targets and other information 
set forth in paragraph (a)(2)(iv)(D) of this 
section sufficient to provide the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services with the necessary 
data to determine that the State’s 
proposed waiver: 


(i) Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(A) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the comprehensive coverage 
requirement), provide coverage that is at 
least as comprehensive as the coverage 
defined in section 1302(b) of the 
Affordable Care Act and offered through 
Exchanges established under the 
Affordable Care Act as certified by the 
Office of the Actuary of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services based 
on sufficient data from the State and 
from comparable States about their 
experience with programs created by the 
Affordable Care Act and the provisions 
of the Affordable Care Act that the State 
seeks to waive; 


(ii) Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(B) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the affordability requirement), provide 
coverage and cost sharing protections 
against excessive out-of-pocket 
spending that are at least as affordable 
as the provisions of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act would provide; 


(iii) Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the scope of coverage requirement), 
provide coverage to at least a 
comparable number of its residents as 
the provisions of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act would provide; and 


(iv) Will not, as prohibited under 
section 1332(b)(1)(D) of the Affordable 
Care Act (the Federal deficit 
requirement), increase the Federal 
deficit. 


(D) Contains the following supporting 
information: 


(1) Actuarial analyses and actuarial 
certifications. Actuarial analyses and 
actuarial certifications to support the 
State’s estimates that the proposed 
waiver will comply with the 
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comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, and the 
scope of coverage requirement. 


(2) Economic analyses. Economic 
analyses to support the State’s estimates 
that the proposed waiver will comply 
with the comprehensive coverage 
requirement, the affordability 
requirement, the scope of coverage 
requirement and the Federal deficit 
requirement, including: 


(i) A detailed 10-year budget plan that 
is deficit neutral to the Federal 
government, as prescribed by section 
1332(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Affordable Care 
Act, and includes all costs under the 
waiver, including administrative costs 
and other costs to the Federal 
government, if applicable; and 


(ii) A detailed analysis regarding the 
estimated impact of the waiver on 
health insurance coverage in the State. 


(3) Data and assumptions. The data 
and assumptions used to demonstrate 
that the State’s proposed waiver is in 
compliance with the comprehensive 
coverage requirement, the affordability 
requirement, the scope of coverage 
requirement and the Federal deficit 
requirement, including: 


(i) Information on the age, income, 
health expenses and current health 
insurance status of the relevant State 
population; the number of employers by 
number of employees and whether the 
employer offers insurance; cross- 
tabulations of these variables; and an 
explanation of data sources and quality; 
and 


(ii) An explanation of the key 
assumptions used to develop the 
estimates of the effect of the waiver on 
coverage and the Federal budget, such 
as individual and employer 
participation rates, behavioral changes, 
premium and price effects, and other 
relevant factors. 


(4) Additional information. 
Additional information supporting the 
State’s proposed waiver, including: 


(i) An explanation as to whether the 
waiver increases or decreases the 
administrative burden on individuals, 
insurers, and employers, and if so, how 
and why; 


(ii) An explanation of how the waiver 
will affect the implementation of the 
provisions of the Affordable Care Act 
which the State is not requesting to 
waive in the State and at the Federal 
level; 


(iii) An explanation of how the waiver 
will affect residents who need to obtain 
health care services out-of-State, as well 
as the States in which such residents 
may seek such services; 


(iv) If applicable, an explanation as to 
how the State will provide the Federal 
government with all information 


necessary to administer the waiver at 
the Federal level; and 


(v) An explanation of how the State’s 
proposal will address potential 
individual, employer, insurer, or 
provider compliance, waste, fraud and 
abuse within the State or in other States. 


(5) Reporting targets. Quarterly, 
annual, and cumulative targets for the 
comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, the scope 
of coverage requirement, and the 
Federal deficit requirement. 


(6) Other information. Other 
information consistent with guidance 
provided by the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 


(b) Additional supporting 
information. (1) During the Federal 
review process, the Secretary may 
request additional supporting 
information from the State as needed to 
address public comments or to address 
issues that arise in reviewing the 
application. 


(2) Requests for additional 
information, and responses to such 
requests, will be made available to the 
public in the same manner as 
information described in § 33.116(b). 


§ 33.112 State public notice requirements. 


(a) General. (1) Prior to submitting an 
application for a new section 1332 
waiver to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services for review and 
consideration, a State must provide a 
public notice and comment period 
sufficient to ensure a meaningful level 
of public input for the application for a 
section 1332 waiver. 


(2) Such public notice and comment 
period shall include, for a State with 
one or more federally-recognized Indian 
tribes within its borders, a separate 
process for meaningful consultation 
with such tribes. 


(b) Public notice and comment period. 
The State shall make available at the 
beginning of the public notice and 
comment period, through its Web site or 
other effective means of 
communication, and shall update as 
appropriate, a public notice that 
includes all of the following: 


(1) A comprehensive description of 
the application for a section 1332 
waiver to be submitted to the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services 
including information and assurances 
related to all statutory requirements and 
other information consistent with 
guidance provided by the Secretary and 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 


(2) Information relating to where 
copies of the application for a section 


1332 waiver are available for public 
review and comment. 


(3) Information relating to how and 
where written comments may be 
submitted and reviewed by the public, 
and the timeframe during which 
comments will be accepted. 


(4) The location, date, and time of 
public hearings that will be convened 
by the State to seek public input on the 
application for a section 1332 waiver. 


(c) Public hearings. (1) After issuing 
the public notice and prior to 
submitting an application for a new 
section 1332 waiver, a State must 
conduct public hearings regarding the 
State’s application. 


(2) Such public hearings shall provide 
an interested party the opportunity to 
learn about and comment on the 
contents of the application for a section 
1332 waiver. 


(d) Submission of initial application. 
After the State public notice and 
comment period has concluded, the 
State may submit an application to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
for an initial waiver in accordance with 
the requirements set forth in § 33.108. 


§ 33.116 Federal public notice and 
approval process. 


(a) General. The Federal public notice 
and approval process begins on the first 
business day after the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
determine that all elements for a 
complete application were documented 
and submitted to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services. 


(b) Public notice and comment period. 
(1) Following a determination that a 
State’s application for a section 1332 
waiver is complete, the Secretary and 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services will provide for a public notice 
and comment period that is sufficient to 
ensure a meaningful level of public 
input and that does not impose 
requirements that are in addition to, or 
duplicative of, requirements imposed 
under the Administrative Procedures 
Act, or requirements that are 
unreasonable or unnecessarily 
burdensome with respect to State 
compliance. 


(2) At the beginning of the Federal 
notice and comment period, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
will make available through its Web site 
and otherwise, and shall update as 
appropriate, public notice that includes 
all of the following: 


(i) The complete application for a 
section 1332 waiver, updates for the 
status of the State’s application, and any 
supplemental materials received from 
the State prior to and during the Federal 
public notice and comment period. 
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(ii) Information relating to where 
copies of the application for a section 
1332 waiver are available for public 
review and comment. 


(iii) Information relating to how and 
where written comments may be 
submitted and reviewed by the public, 
and the timeframe during which 
comments will be accepted. 


(iv) Any public comments received 
during the Federal public notice and 
comment period. 


(c) Approval of a section 1332 waiver 
application. The final decision of the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services on a State 
application for a section 1332 waiver 
will be issued by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services no later than 180 
days after the determination by the 
Secretary and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services that a complete 
application was received in accordance 
with § 33.108. 


§ 33.120 Monitoring and compliance. 


(a) General. (1) Following the 
issuance of a final decision to approve 
a section 1332 waiver by the Secretary 
and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, a State must comply with all 
applicable Federal laws, regulations, 
interpretive policy statements and 
interpretive guidance unless expressly 
waived. A State must, within the 
timeframes specified in law, regulation, 
policy, or guidance, come into 
compliance with any changes in Federal 
law, regulation, or policy affecting 
section 1332 waivers, unless the 
provision being changed is expressly 
waived. 


(2) A State must comply with the 
terms and conditions of the agreement 
between the Secretary, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, and the 
State to implement a section 1332 
waiver. 


(b) Implementation reviews. (1) The 
terms and conditions of an approved 
section 1332 waiver will provide that 
the State will perform periodic reviews 
of the implementation of the section 
1332 waiver. 


(2) The Secretary and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services will review 
documented complaints that a State is 
failing to comply with requirements 
specified in the terms and conditions of 
any approved section 1332 waiver. 


(3) The Secretary and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services will 
promptly share with a State any 
complaint that the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
has received and will also provide 
notification of any applicable 
monitoring and compliance issues. 


(c) Post award. Within 6 months after 
the implementation date of a section 
1332 waiver and annually thereafter, a 
State must hold a public forum to solicit 
comments on the progress of a section 
1332 waiver. The State must hold the 
public forum at which members of the 
public have an opportunity to provide 
comments and must provide a summary 
of the forum to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services as part of the 
quarterly report specified in § 33.124(a) 
that is associated with the quarter in 
which the forum was held, as well as in 
the annual report specified in 
§ 33.124(b) that is associated with the 
year in which the forum was held. 


(1) The State must publish the date, 
time, and location of the public forum 
in a prominent location on the State’s 
public Web site, at least 30 days prior 
to the date of the planned public forum. 


(2) [Reserved] 
(d) Terminations and suspensions. 


The Secretary and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services reserve the 
right to suspend or terminate a section 
1332 waiver in whole or in part, at any 
time before the date of expiration, 
whenever the Secretaries determine that 
a State has materially failed to comply 
with the terms of a section 1332 waiver. 


(e) Closeout costs. If all or part of a 
section 1332 waiver is terminated or 
suspended, or if a portion of a section 
1332 waiver is withdrawn, Federal 
funding is limited to normal closeout 
costs associated with an orderly 
termination, suspension, or withdrawal, 
including service costs during any 
approved transition period, and 
administrative costs of disenrolling 
participants. 


(f) Federal evaluators. (1) A State 
must fully cooperate with the Secretary, 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, or an independent evaluator 
selected by the Secretary or the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to undertake an independent evaluation 
of any component of a section 1332 
waiver. 


(2) As part of this required 
cooperation, a State must submit all 
requested data and information to the 
Secretary, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, or the independent 
evaluator. 


§ 33.124 State reporting requirements. 


(a) Quarterly reports. A State must 
submit quarterly reports to the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services in 
accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the State’s section 1332 
waiver. These quarterly reports must 
include, but are not limited to, reports 
of any ongoing operational challenges 


and plans for and results of associated 
corrective actions. 


(b) Annual reports. A State must 
submit an annual report to the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services 
documenting all of the following: 


(1) The progress of the section 1332 
waiver. 


(2) Data on compliance with section 
1332(b)(1)(A) through (D) of the 
Affordable Care Act. 


(3) A summary of the annual post- 
award public forum, held in accordance 
with § 33.120(c), including all public 
comments received at such forum 
regarding the progress of the section 
1332 waiver and action taken in 
response to such concerns or comments. 


(4) Other information consistent the 
State’s approved terms and conditions. 


(c) Submitting and publishing annual 
reports. A State must submit a draft 
annual report to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services no later than 90 
days after the end of each waiver year, 
or as specified in the waiver’s terms and 
conditions. 


(1) Within 60 days of receipt of 
comments from the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, a State must 
submit to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services a final annual report 
for the waiver year. 


(2) The draft and final annual reports 
are to be published on a State’s public 
Web site within 30 days of submission 
and approval to the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, respectively. 


§ 33.128 Periodic evaluation requirements. 


(a) General. (1) The Secretary and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall periodically evaluate the 
implementation of a program under a 
section 1332 waiver consistent with 
guidance published by the Secretary 
and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services and any terms and conditions 
governing the section 1332 waiver. 


(2) Each periodic evaluation must 
include a review of the annual report or 
reports submitted by the State in 
accordance with § 33.124 that relate to 
the period of time covered by the 
evaluation. 


Department of Health and Human 
Services 


45 CFR Subtitle A 


For the reasons set forth in the 
preamble, the Department of Health and 
Human Services proposes to amend 45 
CFR subtitle A, subchapter B to add new 
Part 155 to read as follows: 
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PART 155—WAIVERS FOR STATE 
INNOVATION 


Subparts A Through M [Reserved] 


Subpart N—State Flexibility 
Sec. 
155.1300 Basis and purpose. 
155.1302 Coordinated waiver process. 
155.1304 Definitions. 
155.1308 Application procedures. 
155.1312 State public notice requirements. 
155.1316 Federal public notice and 


approval process. 
155.1320 Monitoring and compliance. 
155.1324 State reporting requirements. 
155.1328 Periodic evaluation requirements. 


Authority: Sec. 1332, Pub. L. 111–148, 124 
Stat. 119. 


Subparts A Through M [Reserved] 


Subpart N—State Flexibility 


§ 155.1300 Basis and purpose. 
(a) Statutory basis. This subpart 


implements provisions of section 1332 
of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (Affordable Care Act), Public 
Law 111–148, relating to Waivers for 
State Innovation, which the Secretary 
may authorize for plan years beginning 
on or after January 1, 2017. Section 1332 
of the Affordable Care Act requires the 
Secretary to issue regulations that 
provide for all of the following: 


(1) A process for public notice and 
comment at the State level, including 
public hearings, sufficient to ensure a 
meaningful level of public input. 


(2) A process for the submission of an 
application that ensures the disclosure 
of all of the following: 


(i) The provisions of law that the State 
involved seeks to waive. 


(ii) The specific plans of the State to 
ensure that the waiver will meet all 
requirements specified in section 1332. 


(3) A process for the provision of 
public notice and comment after a 
waiver application is received by the 
Secretary, that is sufficient to ensure a 
meaningful level of public input and 
that does not impose requirements that 
are in addition to, or duplicative of, 
requirements imposed under the 
Administrative Procedures Act, or 
requirements that are unreasonable or 
unnecessarily burdensome with respect 
to State compliance. 


(4) A process for the submission of 
reports to the Secretary by a State 
relating to the implementation of a 
waiver. 


(5) A process for the periodic 
evaluation by the Secretary of programs 
under waivers. 


(b) Purpose. This subpart sets forth 
certain procedural requirements for 
Waivers for State Innovation under 
section 1332 of the Affordable Care Act. 


§ 155.1302 Coordinated waiver process. 
(a) Coordination with applications for 


waivers under other Federal laws. A 
State may submit a single application to 
the Secretary for a waiver under section 
1332 of the Affordable Care Act and a 
waiver under one or more of the existing 
waiver processes applicable under titles 
XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the Social 
Security Act, or under any other Federal 
law relating to the provision of health 
care items or services, provided that 
such application is consistent with the 
procedures described in this part, the 
procedures for section 1115 
demonstrations, if applicable, and the 
procedures under any other applicable 
Federal law under which the State seeks 
a waiver. 


(b) Coordinated process for section 
1332 waivers. A State seeking a section 
1332 waiver must submit a waiver 
application to the Secretary. Any 
application submitted to the Secretary 
that requests to waive sections 36B, 
4980H, and 5000A of the Internal 
Revenue Code, in accordance with 
section 1332(a)(2)(D) of the Affordable 
Care Act, shall upon receipt be 
transmitted by the Secretary to the 
Secretary of the Treasury to be reviewed 
in accordance with 31 CFR part 33. 


§ 155.1304 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this subpart: 
Complete application means an 


application that has been submitted and 
for which the Secretary and the 
Secretary of the Treasury have made a 
preliminary determination that it 
includes all required information and 
satisfies all requirements that are 
described in § 155.1308(a)(2)(iv). 


Public notice means a notice issued 
by a government agency or legislative 
body that contains sufficient detail to 
notify the public at large of a proposed 
action consistent with § 155.1312. 


Section 1332 waiver means a Waiver 
for State Innovation under section 1332 
of the Affordable Care Act. 


§ 155.1308 Application procedures. 
(a) Initial waiver applications—(1) 


Acceptable formats for applications. (i) 
Applications for initial approval of a 
section 1332 waiver shall be submitted 
in both printed and electronic formats to 
the Secretary. 


(ii) [Reserved] 
(2) Guidelines for applications. (i) 


Each application for a section 1332 
waiver will be subject to a preliminary 
review by the Secretary and the 
Secretary of the Treasury will make a 
preliminary determination that the 
application is complete. A submitted 
application will not be deemed received 
until the Secretary and the Secretary of 


the Treasury have made the preliminary 
determination that the application is 
complete. 


(A) The Secretary and the Secretary of 
the Treasury will complete the 
preliminary review of the application 
within 45 days after it is submitted. 


(B) If the Secretary and the Secretary 
of the Treasury determine that the 
application is not complete, the 
Secretary will send the State a written 
notice of the elements missing from the 
application. 


(C) The preliminary determination 
that an application is complete does not 
preclude a finding during the 180-day 
Federal decision-making period that a 
necessary element of the application is 
missing or insufficient. 


(ii) Upon making the preliminary 
determination that an application is 
complete, as defined in this part, the 
Secretary will send the State a written 
notice informing the State that the 
Secretary and the Secretary of the 
Treasury have made such a preliminary 
determination. That date will also mark 
the beginning of the Federal public 
notice process and the 180-day Federal 
decision-making period. 


(iii) Upon receipt of a complete 
application for an initial section 1332 
waiver, the Secretary will— 


(A) Make available to the public the 
application, and all related State 
submissions, including all supplemental 
information received from the State 
following the receipt of a complete 
application for a section 1332 waiver. 


(B) Indicate the status of the 
application. 


(iv) An application for initial approval 
of a section 1332 waiver will not be 
considered complete unless the 
application meets all of the following 
conditions: 


(A) Complies with paragraph (a) of 
this section. 


(B) Provides written evidence of the 
State’s compliance with the public 
notice requirements set forth in 
§ 155.1312. 


(C) Provides all of the following: 
(1) A comprehensive description of 


the State legislation and program to 
implement a plan meeting the 
requirements for a waiver under section 
1332; 


(2) A copy of the enacted State 
legislation authorizing such waiver 
request, as required under section 
1332(a)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act; 


(3) A list of the provisions of law that 
the State seeks to waive including a 
brief description of the reason for the 
specific requests; and 


(4) The analyses, actuarial 
certifications, data, assumptions, 
analysis, targets and other information 
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set forth in paragraph (a)(2)(iv)(D) of this 
section sufficient to provide the 
Secretary and the Secretary of the 
Treasury with the necessary data to 
determine that the State’s proposed 
waiver: 


(i) Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(A) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the comprehensive coverage 
requirement), provide coverage that is at 
least as comprehensive as the coverage 
defined in section 1302(b) of the 
Affordable Care Act and offered through 
Exchanges established under the 
Affordable Care Act as certified by the 
Office of the Actuary of the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services based 
on sufficient data from the State and 
from comparable States about their 
experience with programs created by the 
Affordable Care Act and the provisions 
of the Affordable Care Act that the State 
seeks to waive; 


(ii) Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(B) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the affordability requirement), provide 
coverage and cost sharing protections 
against excessive out-of-pocket 
spending that are at least as affordable 
as the provisions of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act would provide; 


(iii) Will, as required under section 
1332(b)(1)(C) of the Affordable Care Act 
(the scope of coverage requirement), 
provide coverage to at least a 
comparable number of its residents as 
the provisions of Title I of the 
Affordable Care Act would provide; and 


(iv) Will not, as prohibited under 
section 1332(b)(1)(D) of the Affordable 
Care Act (the Federal deficit 
requirement), increase the Federal 
deficit. 


(D) Contains the following supporting 
information: 


(1) Actuarial analyses and actuarial 
certifications. Actuarial analyses and 
actuarial certifications to support the 
State’s estimates that the proposed 
waiver will comply with the 
comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, and the 
scope of coverage requirement; 


(2) Economic analyses. Economic 
analyses to support the State’s estimates 
that the proposed waiver will comply 
with the comprehensive coverage 
requirement, the affordability 
requirement, the scope of coverage 
requirement and the Federal deficit 
requirement, including: 


(i) A detailed 10-year budget plan that 
is deficit neutral to the Federal 
government, as prescribed by section 
1332(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Affordable Care 
Act, and includes all costs under the 
waiver, including administrative costs 
and other costs to the Federal 
government, if applicable; and 


(ii) A detailed analysis regarding the 
estimated impact of the waiver on 
health insurance coverage in the State. 


(3) Data and assumptions. The data 
and assumptions used to demonstrate 
that the State’s proposed waiver is in 
compliance with the comprehensive 
coverage requirement, the affordability 
requirement, the scope of coverage 
requirement and the Federal deficit 
requirement, including: 


(i) Information on the age, income, 
health expenses and current health 
insurance status of the relevant State 
population; the number of employers by 
number of employees and whether the 
employer offers insurance; cross- 
tabulations of these variables; and an 
explanation of data sources and quality; 
and 


(ii) An explanation of the key 
assumptions used to develop the 
estimates of the effect of the waiver on 
coverage and the Federal budget, such 
as individual and employer 
participation rates, behavioral changes, 
premium and price effects, and other 
relevant factors. 


(4) Additional information. 
Additional information supporting the 
State’s proposed waiver, including: 


(i) An explanation as to whether the 
waiver increases or decreases the 
administrative burden on individuals, 
insurers, and employers, and if so, how 
and why; 


(ii) An explanation of how the waiver 
will affect the implementation of the 
provisions of the Affordable Care Act 
which the State is not requesting to 
waive in the State and at the Federal 
level; 


(iii) An explanation of how the waiver 
will affect residents who need to obtain 
health care services out-of-State, as well 
as the States in which such residents 
may seek such services; 


(iv) If applicable, an explanation as to 
how the State will provide the Federal 
government with all information 
necessary to administer the waiver at 
the Federal level; and 


(v) An explanation of how the State’s 
proposal will address potential 
individual, employer, insurer, or 
provider compliance, waste, fraud and 
abuse within the State or in other States. 


(5) Reporting targets. Quarterly, 
annual, and cumulative targets for the 
comprehensive coverage requirement, 
the affordability requirement, the scope 
of coverage requirement and the Federal 
deficit requirement. 


(6) Other information. Other 
information consistent with guidance 
provided by the Secretary and the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


(b) Additional supporting 
information. (1) During the Federal 


review process, the Secretary may 
request additional supporting 
information from the State as needed to 
address public comments or to address 
issues that arise in reviewing the 
application. 


(2) Requests for additional 
information, and responses to such 
requests, will be made available to the 
public in the same manner as 
information described in § 155.1316(b). 


§ 155.1312 State public notice 
requirements. 


(a) General. (1) Prior to submitting an 
application for a new section 1332 
waiver to the Secretary for review and 
consideration, a State must provide a 
public notice and comment period 
sufficient to ensure a meaningful level 
of public input for the application for a 
section 1332 waiver. 


(2) Such public notice and comment 
period shall include, for a State with 
one or more Federally-recognized 
Indian tribes within its borders, a 
separate process for meaningful 
consultation with such tribes. 


(b) Public notice and comment period. 
The State shall make available at the 
beginning of the public notice and 
comment period, through its Web site or 
other effective means of 
communication, and shall update as 
appropriate, a public notice that 
includes all of the following: 


(1) A comprehensive description of 
the application for a section 1332 
waiver to be submitted to the Secretary 
including information and assurances 
related to all statutory requirements and 
other information consistent with 
guidance provided by the Secretary and 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 


(2) Information relating to where 
copies of the application for a section 
1332 waiver are available for public 
review and comment. 


(3) Information relating to how and 
where written comments may be 
submitted and reviewed by the public, 
and the timeframe during which 
comments will be accepted. 


(4) The location, date, and time of 
public hearings that will be convened 
by the State to seek public input on the 
application for a section 1332 waiver. 


(c) Public hearings. (1) After issuing 
the public notice and prior to 
submitting an application for a new 
section 1332 waiver, a State must 
conduct public hearings regarding the 
State’s application. 


(2) Such public hearings shall provide 
an interested party the opportunity to 
learn about and comment on the 
contents of the application for a section 
1332 waiver. 
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(d) Submission of initial application. 
After the State public notice and 
comment period has concluded, the 
State may submit an application to the 
Secretary for an initial waiver in 
accordance with the requirements set 
forth in § 155.1308. 


§ 155.1316 Federal public notice and 
approval process. 


(a) General. The Federal public notice 
and approval process begins on the first 
business day after the Secretary and the 
Secretary of the Treasury determine that 
all elements for a complete application 
were documented and submitted to the 
Secretary. 


(b) Public notice and comment period. 
(1) Following a determination that a 
State’s application for a section 1332 
waiver is complete, the Secretary and 
the Secretary of the Treasury will 
provide for a public notice and 
comment period that is sufficient to 
ensure a meaningful level of public 
input and that does not impose 
requirements that are in addition to, or 
duplicative of, requirements imposed 
under the Administrative Procedures 
Act, or requirements that are 
unreasonable or unnecessarily 
burdensome with respect to State 
compliance. 


(2) At the beginning of the Federal 
notice and comment period, the 
Secretary will make available through 
its Web site and otherwise, and shall 
update as appropriate, public notice that 
includes all of the following: 


(i) The complete application for a 
section 1332 waiver, updates for the 
status of the State’s application, and any 
supplemental materials received from 
the State prior to and during the Federal 
public notice and comment period. 


(ii) Information relating to where 
copies of the application for a section 
1332 waiver are available for public 
review and comment. 


(iii) Information relating to how and 
where written comments may be 
submitted and reviewed by the public, 
and the timeframe during which 
comments will be accepted. 


(iv) Any public comments received 
during the Federal public notice and 
comment period. 


(c) Approval of a section 1332 waiver 
application. The final decision of the 
Secretary and the Secretary of the 
Treasury on a State application for a 
section 1332 waiver will be issued by 
the Secretary no later than 180 days 
after the determination by the Secretary 
and the Secretary of the Treasury that a 
complete application was received in 
accordance with § 155.1308. 


§ 155.1320 Monitoring and compliance. 
(a) General. (1) Following the 


issuance of a final decision to approve 
a section 1332 waiver by the Secretary 
and the Secretary of the Treasury, a 
State must comply with all applicable 
Federal laws, regulations, interpretive 
policy statements and interpretive 
guidance unless expressly waived. A 
State must, within the timeframes 
specified in law, regulation, policy or 
guidance, come into compliance with 
any changes in Federal law, regulation, 
or policy affecting section 1332 waivers, 
unless the provision being changed is 
expressly waived. 


(2) A State must comply with the 
terms and conditions of the agreement 
between the Secretary, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the State to 
implement a section 1332 waiver. 


(b) Implementation reviews. (1) The 
terms and conditions of an approved 
section 1332 waiver will provide that 
the State will perform periodic reviews 
of the implementation of the section 
1332 waiver. 


(2) The Secretary and the Secretary of 
the Treasury will review documented 
complaints that a State is failing to 
comply with requirements specified in 
the terms and conditions of any 
approved section 1332 waiver. 


(3) The Secretary and the Secretary of 
the Treasury will promptly share with a 
State any complaint that the Secretary 
and the Secretary of the Treasury has 
received and will also provide 
notification of any applicable 
monitoring and compliance issues. 


(c) Post award. Within at least 6 
months after the implementation date of 
a section 1332 waiver and annually 
thereafter, a State must hold a public 
forum to solicit comments on the 
progress of a section 1332 waiver. The 
State must hold the public forum at 
which members of the public have an 
opportunity to provide comments and 
must provide a summary of the forum 
to the Secretary as part of the quarterly 
report specified in § 155.1324(a) that is 
associated with the quarter in which the 
forum was held, as well as in the annual 
report specified in § 155.1324(b) that is 
associated with the year in which the 
forum was held. 


(1) The State must publish the date, 
time, and location of the public forum 
in a prominent location on the State’s 
public Web site, at least 30 days prior 
to the date of the planned public forum. 


(2) [Reserved] 
(d) Terminations and suspensions. 


The Secretary and the Secretary of the 
Treasury reserve the right to suspend or 
terminate a section 1332 waiver in 
whole or in part, at any time before the 
date of expiration, whenever the 


Secretaries determine that a State has 
materially failed to comply with the 
terms of a section 1332 waiver. 


(e) Closeout costs. If all or part of a 
section 1332 waiver is terminated or 
suspended, or if a portion of a section 
1332 waiver is withdrawn, Federal 
funding is limited to normal closeout 
costs associated with an orderly 
termination, suspension, or withdrawal, 
including service costs during any 
approved transition period, and 
administrative costs of disenrolling 
participants. 


(f) Federal evaluators. (1) A State 
must fully cooperate with the Secretary, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or an 
independent evaluator selected by the 
Secretary or the Secretary of the 
Treasury to undertake an independent 
evaluation of any component of a 
section 1332 waiver. 


(2) As part of this required 
cooperation, a State must submit all 
requested data and information to the 
Secretary, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or the independent evaluator. 


§ 155.1324 State reporting requirements. 


(a) Quarterly reports. A State must 
submit quarterly reports to the Secretary 
in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the State’s section 1332 
waiver. These quarterly reports must 
include, but are not limited to, reports 
of any ongoing operational challenges 
and plans for and results of associated 
corrective actions. 


(b) Annual reports. A State must 
submit an annual report to the Secretary 
documenting all of the following: 


(1) The progress of the section 1332 
waiver. 


(2) Data on compliance with section 
1332(b)(1)(A) through (D) of the 
Affordable Care Act. 


(3) A summary of the annual post- 
award public forum, held in accordance 
with § 155.1320(c), including all public 
comments received at such forum 
regarding the progress of the section 
1332 waiver and action taken in 
response to such concerns or comments. 


(4) Other information consistent the 
State’s approved terms and conditions. 


(c) Submitting and publishing annual 
reports. A State must submit a draft 
annual report to the Secretary no later 
than 90 days after the end of each 
waiver year, or as specified in the 
waiver’s terms and conditions. 


(1) Within 60 days of receipt of 
comments from the Secretary, a State 
must submit to the Secretary the final 
annual report for the waiver year. 


(2) The draft and final annual reports 
are to be published on a State’s public 
Web site within 30 days of submission 
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and approval to the Secretary, 
respectively. 


§ 155.1328 Periodic evaluation 
requirements. 


(a) General. (1) The Secretary and the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall 
periodically evaluate the 
implementation of a program under a 
section 1332 waiver consistent with 
guidance published by the Secretary 
and the Secretary of the Treasury and 
any terms and conditions governing the 
section 1332 waiver. 


(2) Each periodic evaluation must 
include a review of the annual report or 
reports submitted by the State in 
accordance with § 155.1324 that relate 
to the period of time covered by the 
evaluation. 


Authority: Sec. 1332 of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (Pub. L. 
111–148). 


Approved: February 22, 2011. 
Donald M. Berwick, 
Administrator, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services. 


Approved: March 4, 2011. 
Kathleen Sebelius, 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 


Approved: March 7, 2011. 
Michael F. Mundaca, 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury (Tax 
Policy). 
[FR Doc. 2011–5583 Filed 3–10–11; 11:15 am] 


BILLING CODE 4510–29–P, 4120–01–P 


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 


40 CFR Part 52 


[EPA–R03–OAR–2011–0099; FRL–9280–2] 


Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; 
Pennsylvania; Adoption of Control 
Techniques Guidelines for Flat Wood 
Paneling Surface Coating Processes 


AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 


SUMMARY: EPA is proposing to approve 
a State Implementation Plan (SIP) 
revision submitted by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
(Pennsylvania). This SIP revision 
includes amendments to Chapter 121— 
General Provisions and Chapter 129— 
Standards for Sources of Title 25 of the 
Pennsylvania Code. Pennsylvania’s SIP 
revision meets the requirement to adopt 
Reasonably Available Control 
Technology (RACT) for sources covered 
by EPA’s Control Techniques 
Guidelines (CTG) standards for flat 


wood paneling surface coating processes 
and will help Pennsylvania attain and 
maintain the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ozone. 
This action is being taken under the 
Clean Air Act (CAA). 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before April 13, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
identified by Docket ID Number EPA– 
R03–OAR–2011–0099 by one of the 
following methods: 


A. http://www.regulations.gov. Follow 
the on-line instructions for submitting 
comments. 


B. E-mail: 
fernandez.cristina@epa.gov. 


C. Mail: EPA–R03–OAR–2011–0099, 
Cristina Fernandez, Associate Director, 
Office of Air Program Planning, 
Mailcode 3AP30, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region III, 1650 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103. 


D. Hand Delivery: At the previously- 
listed EPA Region III address. Such 
deliveries are only accepted during the 
Docket’s normal hours of operation, and 
special arrangements should be made 
for deliveries of boxed information. 


Instructions: Direct your comments to 
Docket ID No. EPA–R03–OAR–2011– 
0099. EPA’s policy is that all comments 
received will be included in the public 
docket without change, and may be 
made available online at http:// 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided, unless 
the comment includes information 
claimed to be Confidential Business 
Information (CBI) or other information 
whose disclosure is restricted by statute. 
Do not submit information that you 
consider to be CBI or otherwise 
protected through http:// 
www.regulations.gov or e-mail. The 
http://www.regulations.gov Web site is 
an ‘‘anonymous access’’ system, which 
means EPA will not know your identity 
or contact information unless you 
provide it in the body of your comment. 
If you send an e-mail comment directly 
to EPA without going through http:// 
www.regulations.gov, your e-mail 
address will be automatically captured 
and included as part of the comment 
that is placed in the public docket and 
made available on the Internet. If you 
submit an electronic comment, EPA 
recommends that you include your 
name and other contact information in 
the body of your comment and with any 
disk or CD–ROM you submit. If EPA 
cannot read your comment due to 
technical difficulties and cannot contact 
you for clarification, EPA may not be 
able to consider your comment. 
Electronic files should avoid the use of 


special characters, any form of 
encryption, and be free of any defects or 
viruses. 


Docket: All documents in the 
electronic docket are listed in the 
http://www.regulations.gov index. 
Although listed in the index, some 
information is not publicly available, 
i.e., CBI or other information whose 
disclosure is restricted by statute. 
Certain other material, such as 
copyrighted material, is not placed on 
the Internet and will be publicly 
available only in hard copy form. 
Publicly available docket materials are 
available either electronically in http:// 
www.regulations.gov or in hard copy 
during normal business hours at the Air 
Protection Division, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region III, 1650 
Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19103. Copies of the State submittal are 
available at the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, Bureau of Air Quality 
Control, P.O. Box 8468, 400 Market 
Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Irene Shandruk, (215) 814–2166, or by 
e-mail at shandruk.irene@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
January 4, 2011, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 
(PADEP) submitted to EPA a SIP 
revision concerning the adoption of the 
CTG for flat wood paneling surface 
coating processes. 


I. Background 


Section 172(c)(1) of the CAA provides 
that SIPs for nonattainment areas must 
include reasonably available control 
measures (RACM), including RACT for 
sources of emissions. Section 
182(b)(2)(A) provides that for certain 
nonattainment areas, States must revise 
their SIPs to include RACT for sources 
of volatile organic compounds (VOC) 
emissions covered by a CTG document 
issued after November 15, 1990 and 
prior to the area’s date of attainment. 


CTGs are intended to provide state 
and local air pollution control 
authorities information that should 
assist them in determining RACT for 
VOCs from various sources, including 
flat wood paneling surface coatings. In 
developing these CTGs, EPA, among 
other things, evaluated the sources of 
VOC emissions from this industry and 
the available control approaches for 
addressing these emissions, including 
the costs of such approaches. Based on 
available information and data, EPA 
provided recommendations for RACT 
for VOCs from flat wood paneling. 


In June 1978, EPA published a CTG 
for flat wood paneling coatings (EPA– 
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03/21/11 - Waivers for State Innovation


By Katherine Hayes and Sara Rosenbaum


Background


During the congressional debate over passage of the ACA, Members of Congress
on both sides of the aisle expressed interest in allowing states to innovate through
waivers of ACA requirements in order to avoid what some lawmakers and policy
experts have perceived as a "one size fits all" approach to coverage and health care
reform.[1] , [2]


Numerous existing federal health programs empower states to, either directly or
through federal waivers, alter federal program requirements. For example, section
1115 of the Social Security Act allows the Secretary of Health and Human Services
(HHS) to waive federal Medicaid and CHIP requirements to introduce innovations in
coverage and payment that otherwise would not qualify for federal funding under
standard federal requirements. (Section 1115 waivers must be budget-neutral and
may not result in increased cost to the federal government.[3]) Similarly, the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), whose federal insurance
regulations served as the basis for the ACA, allows states to enact regulations more
protective of consumers than federal requirements.


At the same time, certain federal laws do not provide for state waivers. For example,
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) shields self-insured
employee health benefit plans from state insurance regulations. Over the years,
Members of Congress have introduced ERISA waiver bills, as well as bills to allow
states to alter Medicare or engage in additional types of Medicaid
demonstrations.[4]


Changes Made by the Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111- 148, §1332)


ACA section 1332 establishes a new waiver program that allows the Secretaries of
HHS and Treasury to waive certain provisions of the ACA in order to support state
demonstrations. Section 1332 waivers ? referred to in the law as "Waivers for State
Innovation" ? are available for plan years beginning on or after January 1, 2017.
Section 1332 permits states to implement broad restructuring efforts. In order to
facilitate comprehensive state innovation, the HHS Secretary is required to establish
a waiver coordination process that will support state requests that combine §1332
waivers with §1115 waiver requests aimed at modifying Medicaid and CHIP, as well
as any possible waiver requests that might be made in connection with Medicare.



http://healthreformgps.org/about-2/authors/katherine-hayes-j-d/

http://healthreformgps.org/about-2/authors/sara-rosenbaum-j-d/
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At the same time, however, section 1332 neither establishes new and independent
Medicare, Medicaid or CHIP waiver powers, nor does it create federal powers to
waive the "ERISA shield" for self-insured plans.


In order to qualify for a waiver, a state's proposal must be able to demonstrate that
resulting coverage will be at least as comprehensive as coverage through a state
health insurance exchange. Benefits must be as generous as those provided by
qualified health plans through an exchange, and premiums and cost sharing must
make coverage at least as affordable as that provided under the ACA. Furthermore,
the state's plan must be budget-neutral and must assure that a comparable number
of residents will be covered.


ACA Provisions Subject to Waiver: Section 1332 allows states with approved
waivers to receive directly and in the aggregate the federal premium and
cost-sharing assistance subsidies that under the terms of the ACA would have gone
to qualified individuals to support their coverage purchased through an exchange. In
other words, under an innovation waiver, the state would become the recipient of
the federal assistance. Section 1332 also would allow a state to receive federal
waivers of the following ACA provisions:


• Sections 1301-1304, which set federal coverage standards for health
plans sold in the individual and small group markets. These standards
include the "essential health benefit" requirements (both coverage and
cost-sharing rules) that apply to all health plans sold in the individual
and small group markets, regardless of whether such plans are
"qualified health plans" sold through state health insurance;
• Sections 1311-1313, which set federal standards for state health
insurance exchanges including requirements related to eligibility,
enrollment, navigator assistance, certification of qualified health plans,
health plan oversight, and provision of information about plan
performance and pricing, and exchange financing;
• Sections 1401 and 1402, which provide for premium assistance and
reduced cost-sharing for qualified individuals who purchase coverage
through state health insurance exchanges;
• Section 1502, which establishes employer responsibility standards to
provide for contribution to coverage by employers that do not offer
employee health benefits or whose employee health benefit plans fail
to meet federal affordability test (requiring a contribution of no more
than 9.5% of employee income; employer contribution of at least 60%







of premium costs), but only in cases in which at least one employee
qualifies for federal subsidies; and
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• Section 1501, which establishes an individual responsibility to
purchase affordable coverage. 


Implementation


The Secretaries of HHS and Treasury are responsible for implementing section
1332. A proposed rule issued on March 11, 2011 specifies the following
implementation procedures:


• States that seek waivers must submit an application to HHS, which
then will coordinate with the Secretary of Treasury to the extent that
the application includes a waiver of ACA provisions that fall within the
jurisdiction of Treasury. HHS and Treasury will coordinate application
review.[5]
• The two agencies will complete the preliminary review within 45 days
after the completed application is submitted.[6] Upon notification that
the application is complete, a 180-day federal notice and comment and
federal decision-making period is triggered.[7]
• A state's completed application must include a description and copy
of the state legislation and implementation program, a list of provisions
for which the waiver is sought, an analysis laying out the justification
for the waivers, and actuarial data and supporting evidence
demonstrating that under the state's innovation waiver, coverage (in
terms of populations covered, scope of coverage, and coverage
affordability) remains equivalent. The application also must
demonstrate budget neutrality and compliance with other
requirements.[8]
• States are required to provide a public notice and comment period
"sufficient to ensure a meaningful level of public input" for a waiver
application prior to submission of the application to the Secretary of
HHS. The proposed rule also includes additional detail as to what
elements must be included to make notice "meaningful."[9] If a waiver
is approved, the state must hold a public forum detailing the
implementation of the waiver; the state also must file a report with HHS
on implementation within 6 months and annually thereafter.
• In determining the amount that a state will receive as an aggregate
payment in place of the support to individuals who would have







otherwise qualified for refundable tax credits and cost-sharing
subsidies, HHS will make an annual determination based on per capita
enrollment and will take into consideration the experience of other
states.[10]
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Additional Issues


• The aforementioned Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) seeks
comments on whether states should be required to submit an
application at least 12 months before the proposed effective date of
the state's waiver program regardless of the review and approval
deadlines outlined in the rules.
• The NPRM also seeks public comment on the HHS Secretary's
decision to evaluate the impact of a state waiver on (a) "plan choice;"
(b) the stability of coverage for individuals and employers, small
business, and individuals with pre-existing conditions; (c) the state's
overall health care system; and (d) other states and the federal
government.


Implementation


Agency and Timeline


The HHS Secretary is required to issue regulations within 180 days of enactment.
States may submit waivers for plan years beginning on or after January 1, 2017.
Some Members of Congress and the Administration have proposed enacting
legislation to permit waivers as early as January 1, 2014.[11]


Process


The Secretaries of HHS and Treasury are jointly responsible for implementation of
section 1332.


Key Implementation Issues


As constructed, states would be required to meet federal requirements beginning in
2014, and would be permitted to apply for section 1332 waivers or waivers that
combine 1332 with 1115 waivers for plan years beginning January 1, 2017.
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• What is the incentive to states to seek waivers in the near-term given
the challenges in having exchanges up and running by January 1,
2014?
• If Congress enacts legislation to permit states to apply for waivers
prior to full implementation of state insurance exchanges and the
coverage expansions, on what basis will the Secretaries of HHS and
Treasury determine budget neutrality, as well as whether the state's
proposed coverage satisfies the law's standards regarding equality in
coverage? For example, what assumptions will the HHS Secretary
make regarding what plans (and federal subsidies) would have cost in
an exchange, how and how many individuals would have enrolled
absent the waiver?
• How might states be able to meet the coverage standard without an
individual mandate? For example, would a state be permitted to
establish alternative mechanisms such as high-risk pools?
• How will the HHS Secretary determine whether the state plan meets
benefit and cost-sharing comparability standard? Will the Secretary
permit use of an actuarial equivalency test even though the ACA's
essential health benefit standard is a defined benefit standard?
• How will the Administration balance the states' need for flexibility
against employer concerns (regardless of whether employers are
self-insured or fully insured) that a state's waiver might raise their
administrative costs?
• Will states be permitted to redirect premium subsidies in a way that
reduces subsidies for individuals who would have otherwise qualified,
as long as the overall coverage estimates (scope of coverage) remain
the same? For example, could the state increase premium and
cost-sharing subsidies for lower income individuals at the expense of
higher income individuals, or the reverse?
• Under the ACA, employers may choose to enroll some employees in
a state or regional exchange while self-insuring other employees, as
long as they treat similarly situated individuals the same. Will states be
permitted to limit employer access to exchanges?
• Will states be permitted to increase free-rider penalties for employers
that self-insure in order to avoid state regulation?
• Will HHS revise its section 1115 Medicaid and CHIP waiver review
procedures and criteria in cases in which an 1115 Medicaid/CHIP
waiver request accompanies a state's section 1332 waiver request?
How will the equivalency and budget neutrality provisions under the







two separate waiver programs be aligned and harmonized in order to
assure that the combined pool of funds going directly to a state results
in equivalent coverage across all affected public and private health
insurance markets (e.g., Medicaid/CHIP, exchange and non-exchange
markets)
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Recent Agency Action


The Secretaries of HHS and Treasury issued a joint proposed rule on March 11,
2011.[12]


Authorized Funding Levels


Section 1332 of the ACA is not subject to annual appropriations. State waivers must
be budget neutral. States may receive a payment from the federal government of an
aggregate amount that is estimated to include payments to individuals that would
have otherwise been eligible for tax credits and cost-sharing assistance under
federal law.


[1] Henry J. Aaron and Stuart M. Butler, "A Federalist Approach to Health Reform:
The Worst Way, Except for All the Others," Health Affairs, 27, no.3 (2008); 725-735.
[2] Newt Gingrich and Rick Perry, "Let States Lead the Way: Washington's one-size
fits-all reform won't work," op-ed Washington Post. November 6, 2009.
[3] §1115(b)(3) of the Social Security Act.
[4] See "State Health Plans," Senate Finance Committee Hearing on S. 3180,
September 9, 1990 (S. Hearing 102-1068) for a full discussion of legislation and
arguments for and against state flexibility.
[5] 76 Fed. Reg. 13553.
[6] Id. at 13555.
[7] Id.
[8] Id. at 13555-6.
[9] Id.
[10] Id. at 13556.
[11] See HHS press release, "Obama Administration takes new steps to support
innovation, empower states," March 10, 2011. Available online at 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/03/20110310a.html.
[12] Id.



http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/03/20110310a.html
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State Innovation Waivers are designed to allow states to implement policies that differ from those
in the Affordable Care Act so long as they:

·         Provide coverage that is at least as comprehensive as the coverage offered through Health

Insurance Exchanges – new competitive, private health insurance marketplaces.

·         Make coverage at least as affordable as it would have been through the Exchanges.

·         Provide coverage to at least as many residents as otherwise would have been covered under

the Affordable Care Act.

·         Do not increase the federal deficit.

Under the Affordable Care Act, states have significant flexibility in implementing the law, from how
they design Exchanges to cracking down on the worst of insurance company abuses.  They also
have new resources to improve and lower costs in their Medicaid programs.  For example, if states
choose to operate their own Exchange, they are eligible for grants to help design them and
determine the rules, including whether to allow all companies to offer insurance in the Exchange or
to select only plans that improve the quality and affordability of the choices.  To read more about
new resources and flexibilities for states under the Affordable Care Act, visit
www.HealthCare.gov/center/reports/states02252011a.pdf.

States could use a variety of strategies to innovate through a waiver, provided they meet the
above requirements.  For example, they could develop a new system for providing tax credits,
which links small business tax credits to the tax credits for moderate-income families.  Or they
could change the benefit levels or add new benefit levels for health plans offered in the Exchanges,
providing consumers and employers even more choices. 

The proposed regulation announced today describes the content of the waiver application and how
such proposals may be disclosed to the public, monitored, and evaluated.  The administration
welcomes suggestions for improving this process from states, patients, health care providers, and
the general public.  As the President said in his State of the Union address, he is open to ideas on
how to improve the Affordable Care Act.

For more information on the regulations announced today, visit
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/stateinnovation03102011a.html.  To read the new
regulations, visit www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx.

 
 
Information from an article by Sara Rosenbaum
 
Changes Made by the Affordable Care Act (P.L. 111- 148, §1332)
ACA section 1332 establishes a new waiver program that allows the Secretaries of

HHS and Treasury to waive certain provisions of the ACA in order to support state

demonstrations. Section 1332 waivers ? referred to in the law as "Waivers for State

Innovation" are available for plan years beginning on or after January 1, 2017.

Section 1332 permits states to implement broad restructuring efforts. In order to

facilitate comprehensive state innovation, the HHS Secretary is required to establish

a waiver coordination process that will support state requests that combine §1332

waivers with §1115 waiver requests aimed at modifying Medicaid and CHIP, as well

as any possible waiver requests that might be made in connection with Medicare.
 
In order to qualify for a waiver, a state's proposal must be able to demonstrate that
resulting coverage will be at least as comprehensive as coverage through a state
health insurance exchange. Benefits must be as generous as those provided by
qualified health plans through an exchange, and premiums and cost sharing must
make coverage at least as affordable as that provided under the ACA. Furthermore,
the state's plan must be budget-neutral and must assure that a comparable number
of residents will be covered.
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Section 1332 also would allow a state to receive federal waivers of the
following ACA provisions:
 

•      Sections 1301-1304, which set federal coverage standards for health plans sold

in the individual and small group markets. These standards include the "essential

health benefit" requirements (both coverage and cost-sharing rules) that apply to

all health plans sold in the individual and small group markets, regardless of

whether such plans are "qualified health plans" sold through state health

insurance;

•      Sections 1311-1313, which set federal standards for state health insurance

exchanges including requirements related to eligibility, enrollment, navigator

assistance, certification of qualified health plans, health plan oversight, and

provision of information about plan performance and pricing, and exchange

financing;

•      Sections 1401 and 1402, which provide for premium assistance and reduced

cost-sharing for qualified individuals who purchase coverage through state

health insurance exchanges;

•      Section 1502, which establishes employer responsibility standards to provide for

contribution to coverage by employers that do not offer employee health benefits

or whose employee health benefit plans fail to meet federal affordability test

(requiring a contribution of no more than 9.5% of employee income; employer

contribution of at least 60%of premium costs), but only in cases in which at least

one employee qualifies for federal subsidies; and

•      Section 1501, which establishes an individual responsibility to purchase affordable

coverage.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: ACA/Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:32:26 AM

 
 

From: MHelm [  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 11:56 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: ACA/Obamacare
 
Dear Gov. Fallin,
 
As one of the people that helped get you elected I hope you will do what is right for our
state and follow the lead of other governors such as Fl Gov. Scott, LA Gov. Jindal, TX Gov.
Perry SC Gov. Haley etc. in deciding not to implement a Health Care Exchange.  Our state
cannot afford to do this.  In the short term it may look beneficial but long term the
staggering cost to our state is unsustainable.  At the start of your term you changed your
mind and decided to not accept Federal money to start an exchange and I hope you keep
with this decision, it was the right thing to do, the principled thing to do for our state.
 
Sincerely,
Melanie Helm
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Share This Email:

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: ACTION ALERT: Stop ObamaCare in Illinois
Date: Thursday, May 24, 2012 10:26:32 AM

 
 
From: Hadley Heath, Independent Women's Voice
Sent: Thursday, May 24, 2012 9:03 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: ACTION ALERT: Stop ObamaCare in Illinois
 

If you are having trouble viewing this email, view it online.

ACTION ALERT: Stop ObamaCare in Illinois

Fellow Patriot,

A few weeks ago we asked you to encourage New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie to veto a bill the state
legislature sent to his desk that would have created an ObamaCare insurance exchange in the
Garden State.

You demonstrated the power you have. You called, emailed, Facebooked, and tweeted the Governor.
Gov. Christie listened and vetoed the bill.

Now, we need your help again — This time in Illinois.

A 474 page amendment to Illinois Senate Bill 2840 — The Saving Medicaid Access and Resources
Together (SMART) Act — that was just published on Tuesday shows that this bill is a Trojan horse,
creating an ObamaCare insurance exchange and bringing ObamaCare's unsustainable Medicaid
expansion to the Land of Lincoln two years early.

Not only will the creation of such an exchange replace market-based insurance systems with crony
collusion between insurances companies and government bureaucrats, it is irresponsible for any state
to be acting now to create an exchange with the Supreme Court's decision on ObamaCare's
constitutionality imminent.

The latest word from Illinois is that Illinois House Republican Leader Tom Cross was working to
cut a deal with the Democrats to pass this bill.

Please contact Rep. Cross today. Let him know that this bill will bring ObamaCare's cronyism to his
state two years early, and make the state's Medicaid system even more unsustainable than it is
already.

IL House GOP Leader Tom
Cross Facebook Twitter Email 217-782-

1331
Thank you for all you are doing to help stop ObamaCare.

                                                                         Thank you,

                                                                     
                                                                         Hadley Heath
                                                                         Policy Analyst
                                                                         Independent Women's Voice
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P.S. — If you're looking for more information on why states should reject the ObamaCare exchanges,
Arizona's Goldwater Institute has compiled a list of the Top 10 reasons why Arizona — and all states
— should reject them.  You can read that list by clicking here.

P.P.S. — If you'd like more information on IL Senate Bill 2840 and the impact it will have on Illinois
Medicaid system, you can click here for a fact sheet provided by the Illinois Tea Party.

Visit IWV Online   |   About Us    |   Contact Us   |   Donate Follow Us:

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system March 19, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Cody Inman
To: Kandi Batts; Marcia Crawford
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:31:02 AM

The Governor responded to the efforts the past couple days. See below.
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin  
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:56 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
 
Thank you all!!!!!

Mary Fallin

On Nov 15, 2012, at 3:43 PM, Cody Inman <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

 

Constituent Letters and or Calls on Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/15

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
11/8-11/14 Totals 43 91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ ObamaCare 5 145
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 105 109
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 650 1168
Thursday Totals 760 1422

Overall Total 803 1513

 
 
 
Let me add, today is the most calls we have ever received in one day. Every line was lit up starting at 8:30. New record.
 
I’m a numbers guy, so here is the breakdown: 1818 total calls. 227 per hour. 4 calls per minute. Round of applause for
Marcia and Kandi, they never lost their smile J!
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: Cody Inman
To: Kandi Batts; Marcia Crawford
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:31:02 AM

The Governor responded to the efforts the past couple days. See below.
 

From: Mary Fallin [mailto:maryfallin  
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 12:56 AM
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Re: Affordable Care Act -- Constituent Update
 
Thank you all!!!!!

Mary Fallin

On Nov 15, 2012, at 3:43 PM, Cody Inman <Cody.Inman@gov.ok.gov> wrote:

 

Constituent Letters and or Calls on Affordable Care Act
11/8 -- 11/15

In Favor Opposed

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ObamaCare 9 25
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 25 42
Calls:  Referenced Obamacare & Insurance Exchange 84
Calls: Specifically asks the governor to expand Medicaid 9
11/8-11/14 Totals 43 91

Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Affordable Care Act/ ObamaCare 5 145
Letters/ Emails: Specifically citing Health Insurance Exchange/ Medicaid Expansion 105 109
Calls: Referenced Obamacare/Insurance Exchange/Medicaid Expansion 650 1168
Thursday Totals 760 1422

Overall Total 803 1513

 
 
 
Let me add, today is the most calls we have ever received in one day. Every line was lit up starting at 8:30. New record.
 
I’m a numbers guy, so here is the breakdown: 1818 total calls. 227 per hour. 4 calls per minute. Round of applause for
Marcia and Kandi, they never lost their smile J!
 
 
 
______________________________________
Cody Inman
Senior Public Affairs Officer
Office of the Governor | State of Oklahoma
Honorable Mary Fallin
cody.inman@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 521-2342
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen Oklahoma's business climate by
completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com.
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act Bulletin for February 25th
Date: Friday, February 25, 2011 5:36:44 PM

 
 
A.J. Mallory
Exec. Asst. to Denise Northrup, Chief of Staff
Office of Gov. Mary Fallin
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-522-8832
aj.mallory@gov.ok.gov
 

From: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA) [mailto:HHSIGA@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2011 5:25 PM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA)
Subject: Affordable Care Act Bulletin for February 25th
 
 

Take health care into your own hands
 

HHS Affordable Care Act Bulletin
February 25, 2011

 
®   Click here to access the new consumer focused Health Care

Website.
®  Check out 50 States/50 Stories to find out what’s happening in

your state and listen to stories from people across the country
that are benefitting from the new law!

®  Check out www.CuidadodeSalud.Gov the partner site of
HealthCare.gov.

 
®  For more information on the new Affordable Care Act click here.
®  Get information on relief the Affordable Care Act can provide to you here.
®  Get the Facts Straight on Health Reform here.
®  Check out our archived web chats here.
®  New brochures about the Affordable Care Act are available here.

22789

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=119193
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Andrew.Silvestri@gov.ok.gov
http://www.healthcare.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/map#healthcare-menu
http://www.cuidadodesalud.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/healthcare-overview#healthcare-menu
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/relief-for-americans-and-businesses#healthcare-menu
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/myths-and-facts#healthcare-menu
http://www.youtube.com/ushealthreform#p/c/E13B55ACDF862D29
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures


®  How is the Affordable Care Act helping you?  Share your story here.
 
Recent News
 
February 25: New Report Details Affordable Care Act Resources and Flexibility for
States
 
February 25: HHS Issues Additional Information to States about Medicaid Eligibility
Under the Affordable Care Act
 
February 24: HHS Announces $100 Million in Affordable Care Act Grants to Prevent
Disease
 
February 24: States Can Apply for Nearly $200 Million to Help Fight Health Premium
Increases
 
February 22: Affordable Care Act Supports States in Strengthening Community Living
 
February 16: States Leading the Way on Implementation: HHS Awards “Early
Innovator” Grants to Seven States
 
Recent HealthCare Blog Posts
 
February 24: A Call to Action: Leveraging Private Sector Support for the National
HIV/AIDS Strategy, By Melody Barnes, Assistant to the President and Director of the
Domestic Policy Council
 
February 24: New Help for States to Keep Down Premiums, By Steve Larsen, Director
of the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight
 
February 23: Dr. Regina Benjamin’s Story: Promoting Health and Wellness for All
Americans, By Dr. Regina Benjamin, Surgeon General of the United States
 
February 22: Help with Insurance Coverage for Young Adults on Facebook, By Macon
Phillips
 
February 22: Young Adults: Get Insurance Help on Facebook, By Julia Eisman, New
Media Communications Director
 
February 20: Dr. Eric Goosby’s Story: Fighting HIV/AIDS Around the Globe, By
Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator at the Department of State
 
February 18: What the Health Care Law Means for Women, By Dora Hughes, MD, HHS
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Counselor for Science & Public Health
 
February 17: Making it Easier for Kids to Enroll in PCIP, By Richard Popper, Director of
Insurance Programs in the Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight
 
February 16: “Early Innovator” States Help Build Foundation for the Exchanges, By
Richard Sorian, Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
 
February 15: Tweet Your Health Care Questions, By Kalpen Modi, Associate Director of
the White House Office of Public Engagement
Fact Sheets
The fact sheets are condensed summaries of important provisions in the Affordable Care
Act.
February 24, 2011
Nearly $200 Million Available to Help States Fight Health Insurance Premium
Increases

February 16, 2011
States Leading the Way on Implementation: HHS Awards “Early Innovator” Grants to
Seven States

February 10, 2011
Medicare Advantage & the Affordable Care Act

February 10, 2011
State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, as of February
1, 2011

February 9, 2011
The Affordable Care Act’s Prevention and Public Health Fund in Your State

February 9, 2011
Building Healthier Communities by Investing in Prevention

February 9, 2011
Improving Health Insurance Protections for Students

January 25, 2011 
The Affordable Care Act and LGBT Americans

January 24, 2011
New Tools to Fight Fraud, Strengthen Medicare and Protect Taxpayer Dollars

January 21, 2011
Donut Hole Checks Distributed, by State
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January 21, 2011
New Medicare Benefits for 2011

January 20, 2011
Health Insurance Exchange Establishment Grants

January 4, 2011

The Price of Repealing the Affordable Care Act

December 21, 2010

Affordable Care Act Requires Insurance Companies to Justify High Rate Hikes

December 20, 2010

The Health Benefits of Breastfeeding

December 16, 2010

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Enhance Efforts to Prevent and Fight Health
Care Fraud

December 9, 2010

The Affordable Care Act: Increasing Transparency and Protecting Consumers

November 22, 2010

Medical Loss Ratio

November 17, 2010 
Innovations for Better Health and Stronger Medicare

November 16, 2010
The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation

November 16, 2010
Affordable Care Act for Americans with Disabilities

November 15, 2010
HealthCare.gov Insurance Finder Gets Better for Consumers

November 5, 2010
New Plan Options for Federally Administered Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan
in 2011

November 5, 2010
State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, as of
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November 1, 2010

October 19, 2010 
Consumer Assistance Program Grants: Helping States Give Consumers Greater Control
of their Health Care

October 19, 2010
Consumer Assistance Program Grants: How States Are Using New Resource to Give
Consumers Greater Control of their Health Care

October 4, 2010
The Affordable Care Act’s Early Retiree Reinsurance Program

October 1, 2010
New Tools for Consumers – More Transparency in the Insurance Market New on
www.HealthCare.gov: Pricing and Benefits Information for Consumers

October 1, 2010
New:  Pricing and Benefits Information for Consumers

September 23, 2010
Getting Benefits into the Hands of Consumers Progress to Date

September 23, 2010
Making Medicare Stronger: New Savings on Prescription Drugs For Medicare
Beneficiaries From the Affordable Care Act

September 23, 2010
A New Day for American Consumers

September 21, 2010
New Tools to Fight Fraud, Strengthen Medicare and Protect Taxpayer Dollars

September 21, 2010
New tools to fight Medicare fraud: CMS proposes new regulations to strengthen fraud
prevention efforts

September 14, 2010
Affordable Care Act and Immunization

September 13, 2010
How Does the Affordable Care Act Impact People Living with HIV/AIDS?

August 16, 2010
New Resources to Help States Crack Down on Unreasonable Health Insurance
Premium Hikes
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August 6, 2010
Community Health Centers and the Affordable Care Act: Increasing Access to
Affordable, Cost Effective, High Quality Care

July 29, 2010
About the New Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan

July 29, 2010
Health Insurance Exchanges: State Planning and Establishment Grants

July 29, 2010
Exchange Planning Grants: Grant Awards List

July 21, 2010
Protecting Consumers and Putting Patients Back in Charge of Their Care

July 14, 2010
Benefits for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders of New Affordable Care Act Rules
on Expanding Prevention Coverage

July 14, 2010
Benefits for African Americans of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding
Prevention Coverage

July 14, 2010
Benefits for Latinos of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding Prevention
Coverage

July 14, 2010
Benefits for Seniors of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding Prevention
Coverage

July 14, 2010
Benefits for Women and Children of New Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding
Prevention Coverage

June 22, 2010
The Affordable Care Act’s New Patient’s Bill of Rights

June 18, 2010
Laying the Foundation for Prevention

June 16, 2010
Creating Jobs and Increasing the Number of Primary Care Providers

June 14, 2010
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Keeping the Health Plan You Have: The Affordable Care Act and “Grandfathered”
Health Plans

Increasing Choice and Saving Money for Small Businesses

July 1, 2010
Temporary High Risk Pool Program

July 1, 2010
Establishing the Web Portal Called For in The Affordable Care Act

May 13, 2010
New Tools to Fight Fraud

April 20, 2010
Young Adults and the Affordable Care Act: Protecting Young Adults and Eliminating
Burdens on Families and Businesses

Learn the facts and statistics about how the Affordable Care Act will benefit each
state.

Information for Your Community and You

American Families
 
Children
 
Young Adults
 
Early Retirees
 
Seniors
 
African Americans
 
Latinos
 
Rural Americans
 
Women
 
Small Businesses
 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
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http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/keeping_the_health_plan_you_have_grandfathered.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/keeping_the_health_plan_you_have_grandfathered.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/increasing_choice_and_saving_money_for_small_businesses.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/temp_high_risk_pool_program.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/establishing_web_portal_called_for_in_aca.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/new_tools_to_fight_fraud.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/young_adults_and_aca_protecting.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/young_adults_and_aca_protecting.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_american_families.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_children.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_young_adults.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_early_retirees.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_seniors.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_african_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_latinos.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_rural_americans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_women.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/health_reform_for_small_businesses.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_aapi.pdf


Americans with Disabilities
 
LGBT Communities
 
Veterans
State By State Fact Sheets
Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act.
 
State By State Fact Sheets
 
Regulations & Guidance
 
Regulations and guidance are used to implement many of the Affordable Care Act
provisions that address both private and public health insurance.
States Can Apply for Nearly $200 Million to Help Fight Health Premium Increases
(Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Affordable Care Act Supports States in Strengthening Community Living (Issued by
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

HHS Announces $100 Million in Affordable Care Act Grants to Prevent Disease (Issued
by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

CMS Releases Proposed Rule to Implement New Community First Choice Option
Available to States (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

CMS Releases Proposed Rule to Implement Medicaid Payment Adjustments for
Provider Preventable Conditions (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services)

CMS Releases Proposed Rule to Implement Medicaid Payment Adjustments for
Provider Preventable Conditions (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services)

Health Insurance Rate Review NPRM (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information
and Insurance Oversight)

Supplemental Guidance on Consumer Notices on Waivers of the Annual Limits
Requirements (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance
Oversight)

Supplemental Guidance on Sale of New Business by Issuers Receiving Waivers (Issued
by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Medical Loss Ratio Regulation (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_americans_with_disabilities.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_lgbt_communities.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/rss_viewer/health_reform_for_veterans.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/map#healthcare-menu
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/ratereview02242011a.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/02/20110222g.html
http://www.cms.gov/MIPCD/
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2011/pdf/2011-3946.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2011/pdf/2011-3946.pdf
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a110217c.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a110217c.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a110217c.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a110217c.html
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-32143.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/guidance_limited_benefit_2nd_supp_bulletin_120910.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/guidance_limited_benefit_2nd_supp_bulletin_120910.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/guidance_limited_benefit_3rd_supp_bulletin_120910.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-29596.pdf


Insurance Oversight). View State MLR adjustment applications and public comments.

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information
and Insurance Oversight)

Amendment to Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care
Act (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Medicaid IT NPRM - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Federal Funding for Medicaid
Eligibility Determination and Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Medicaid RAC - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Medicaid Recovery Audit
Contractor (RAC) Program (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Regulation on Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (Issued by the Office of
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Request for Comment on Health Insurance Exchanges (Issued by the Office of
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Regulation on Consumers' Right to Appeal Health Plan Decisions (Issued by the Office
of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Preventive Services: Regulations and Recommendations

Patient’s Bill of Rights (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance
Oversight)

Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care Act (Issued by
the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Dependent Coverage of Children Who Have Not Attained Age 26 (Issued by the Office
of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Early Retiree Reinsurance Program (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information
and Insurance Oversight)

Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (Issued by the Office of
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

COBRA Continuation of Coverage (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services)

Health Insurance Reform for Consumers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Reform for Employers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare &
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http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/medical_loss_ratio.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/guidance_to_states_on_exchanges.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/grandfather/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/grandfather/index.html
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/11/08/2010-27971/medicaid-federal-funding-for-medicaid-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-activities
http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/11/08/2010-27971/medicaid-federal-funding-for-medicaid-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-activities
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-28390.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-28390.pdf
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-18691.pdf
http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#documentDetail?R=0900006480b27305
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-18043.htm
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/prevention/regs.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/regulations/prevention/recommendations.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/patient/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/grandfather/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/dependent/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/errp/index.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/regulations/webportal/index.html
http://www.cms.gov/COBRAContinuationofCov/
http://www.cms.gov/HealthInsReformforConsume/
http://www.cms.gov/HealthInsReformforEmps/


Medicaid Services)

Self-Funded Nonfederal Governmental Plans (Issued by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services)

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is responsible for tax provisions of the
Affordable Care Act that will be implemented during the next several years. A list of
these provisions now in effect, and additional information soon to be added, can be
found at www.irs.gov.

Letters

Administration officials issue letters requesting information, issuing guidance, announcing
progress to date, and other implementation efforts.

Letter from Departments of Health and Human Services, Labor, and Treasury to House
Speaker John Boehner Regarding the Price of Repealing the Affordable Care Act
(January 5, 2011)

Letter from HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to Insurance Commissioners Regarding
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Rate Review (December 21, 2010)

Letter from CalPERS to HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius Regarding the Affordable Care
Act Implementation (December 10, 2010)

Letter from HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to Consumer Groups Regarding
Supplemental Guidance on Consumer Notices and Sale of New Business (December 9,
2010)

Cover memo to States from HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius on Exchange Guidance
(November 18, 2010)

Cover Memo to States from OCIIO and CMS on IT for Exchanges and
Medicaid (November 3, 2010)

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Jane L. Cline Regarding Child-Only Policies (Oct. 13,
2010)
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/Documents/letter_to_j_cline.pdf
 

Letter from Chairman Carter II to Secretary Sebelius Regarding How the IBEW Health
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http://www.cms.gov/SelfFundedNonFedGovPlans/
http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=220809,00.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/repealcosts.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/repealcosts.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/letter_to_insurance_commissioners.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/letter_to_insurance_commissioners.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/calpers_letter.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/calpers_letter.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/kgsminimed20101209.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/kgsminimed20101209.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/exchange_guidance_cover_letter.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/improved_it_sys.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/improved_it_sys.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/Documents/letter_to_j_cline.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/ibewlocal357ltrofsupport.pdf


& Welfare Trust Fund Supports ERRP (September 30, 2010) 

Letter from CEO Nancy Brown to Secretary Sebelius Regarding the American Heart
Association’s Support for ERRP (September 30, 2010) 

Letter from Mayor Cownie to Secretary Sebelius Regarding Des Moines, Iowa’s Support
for ERRP(September 30, 2010). 

Letter from Mayor Cashell Sr. to Secretary Sebelius Regarding Reno, Nevada's Support
for ERRP (September 30, 2010) 

Letter from Mary Miller, Ass. Director of Human Resources, to Secretary Sebelius
Regarding Olathe, Kansas’s Support for ERRP (September 30, 2010) 

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Member of Congress Regarding the Six Month
Anniversary of the Affordable Care Act (September 23, 2010)

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Submitting the
Interagency Access to Health Care in Alaska Task Force Report (September 17, 2010)

Letter from HHS Secretary Sebelius and Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner to Sen.
Harry Reid Regarding Senate Amendments 4595 and 4596 (September 13, 2010)
Persons using assistive technology may not be able to fully access information in this file.
For assistance, please email healthcareweb@hhs.gov.

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors, Celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (July 26, 2010)

Rate Review letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors and State Insurance
Commissioners (June 7, 2010)

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Hill Leadership outlining HHS’s Progress on
Implementation Efforts (May 24, 2010)

State High Risk Pool cover letter from Jay Angoff, Director of the Office of Consumer
Information and Oversight (May 10, 2010)

Letter from Secretary Sebelius to NAIC urging the association to provide guidance by
June 1 to allow for timely implementation of the law (April 12, 2010)
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http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/ibewlocal357ltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/americanheartltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/americanheartltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/cityofdesmoinesltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/cityofdesmoinesltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/cityofrenoltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/cityofrenoltrofsupport.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/cityofolatheltrofsupport2.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/cityofolatheltrofsupport2.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/6month_anniversary.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/6month_anniversary.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/alaskaletter.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/alaskaletter.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/treasury_hhs_1099_letter.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/treasury_hhs_1099_letter.pdf
mailto:healthcareweb@hhs.gov
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/ada_anniversary.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/ada_anniversary.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/govrs_ltr_rate_review_final_060710.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/govrs_ltr_rate_review_final_060710.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/implementation_efforts.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/implementation_efforts.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/Documents/state_cover.pdf%20
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/Documents/state_cover.pdf%20
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/naicletter.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/letters/naicletter.html


Grants

The Affordable Care Act creates a number of new grant opportunities.  Below, you will
find links to the grant centers for the agencies administering these grants.  There, and at
Grants.gov, you can search for relevant grant opportunities.

CDC National Public Health Improvement Initiative (NPHII) Grants

Consumer Assistance Program Grants – search for CFDA number 93.519

OCIIO State Planning and Establishment Grants – search for CFDA number 93.525.

OCIIO Health Insurance Premium Review Grants
Health Insurance Premium Review Grants
Administration for Children and Families Grants
Administration on Aging Grants
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Health Resources and Services Administration Grants
Indian Health Service Grants
National Institutes of Health Grants
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Grants
Brochures/Educational Materials

Below you’ll find brochures and materials related to the implementation of the Affordable
Care Act.
 
The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for You (PDF - English 2.78 MB, Spanish 2.59
MB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Employers (PDF - English 916 KB,
Spanish 963 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Small Business (PDF - English 1.17 MB,
Spanish 1 MB)

The New Health Care Law - What it Means for You and Your Family (PDF - English
899 KB, Spanish 833 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Rural America (PDF - English 1.06MB,
Spanish 833 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Young Adults (PDF - English 971 KB,
Spanish 879 KB)
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http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/ostlts/nphii/about.html
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/ociio/initiative/index.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/rates.html
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/Grants/Funding/index.aspx
http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/grantix.htm
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/
http://www.ihs.gov/NonMedicalPrograms/gogp/
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm
http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/for_you.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/for_you_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/for_you_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/employers.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/employers_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/small_business.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/small_business_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/family.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/family.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/families_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/rural_america.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/rural_america_spanish.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/young_adults.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/young_adults_spanish.pdf


Patient Protections & Insurance Reforms

Poster: Are You Eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan? (PDF - English
271 KB, Spanish 231 KB)

Newsletter Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the
PCIP program with your newspaper or newsletter readers.

Website Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP
program with your online readers.

The Affordable Care Act — What it Means for Those with Pre-Existing Conditions
(PDF - English 354 KB, Spanish 356 KB)

Medicare and the New Health Care Law — What it Means for You

Closing the Prescription Drug Coverage Gap

 

22801

http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/patient_protections.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11poster_highrisk_b-rev.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11poster_highrisk_b-rev.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/8.5x11poster_highrisk_sp-rev.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_toolkit_news.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_toolkit_web.html
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip.pdf
http://www.healthcare.gov/center/brochures/pcip_spanish.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11467.pdf
http://www.medicare.gov/Publications/Pubs/pdf/11464.pdf


From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
Date: Tuesday, March 01, 2011 8:23:54 AM

FYI in case you didn’t see this…..  TC
 

From: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA) [mailto:HHSIGA@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:44 AM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA)
Subject: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
 
The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States
 
On February 28, President Obama reiterated his belief that States should have the power and
flexibility to innovate and find the health care solutions that work best for them and announced his
support for accelerating State Innovation Waivers and allowing states to apply for them starting in
2014.
 
Beginning in 2017, the law allows States the flexibility to receive a State Innovation Waiver so
they may pursue their own innovative strategies to ensure their residents have access to high
quality, affordable health insurance. These strategies – which must provide affordable insurance
coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act and must not increase the federal
deficit – could include allowing large employers to purchase coverage through State Exchanges or
increasing the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses.
Under the bipartisan “Empowering States to Innovate Act” introduced by Senators Ron Wyden,
Scott Brown, and Mary Landrieu, State Innovation Waivers would be available three years earlier
than under current law, so long as States meet certain criteria, including certifying that their
proposals would cover at least as many of their residents as the policies in the Affordable Care Act
would have covered.
 
The proposal offers States more flexibility while ensuring that all Americans, no matter where they
live have access to affordable, accessible health insurance. Additionally, the proposal includes
built-in protections to ensure that these waivers do not increase the Federal budget deficit.
The Affordable Care Act already creates a critical role for States. It provides them with the
flexibility and resources necessary to innovate and implement reform in the manner that works best
for them. The law has already made nearly $2.8 billion available to states and every State has
taken steps – and, in some cases, bold actions – to implement the law and improve health insurance
accountability and affordability for their citizens. States can design their own Exchanges, shape
their Medicaid programs, and take the lead in enforcing patient protections and reviewing rates
increases of private insurers.
 
Empowering States to Innovate
Under the Affordable Care Act, State Innovation Waivers allow States to propose and test
alternative ways to meet the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to
all Americans, including those living with pre-existing conditions. Specifically, State Innovation
Waivers are designed to allow States to implement policies that differ from the new law so long as
they:
 
• Provide coverage that is at least as comprehensive as the coverage offered through Exchanges – a
new competitive, private health insurance marketplace.
• Make coverage at least as affordable as it would have been through the Exchanges.
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• Provide coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act would have provided.
• Do not increase the Federal deficit.
 
State Innovation Waivers are provided for up to five years, with the option of renewal. If a State’s
innovation fails to meet the criteria outlined above, the policies outlined in the Affordable Care
Act would take effect.
 
Potential State-Based Innovations
The Affordable Care Act offers considerable flexibility to States without waivers. It also
recognizes that new, creative effective ideas may emerge. While States have the freedom to
develop their own proposals that may qualify for a State Innovation Waiver, some proposals that
could qualify include:
• A streamlined system that links tax credits for small businesses with tax credits for low-income
families.
• Alternatives to the individual responsibility provision – such as automatically enrolling
individuals in health plans – that achieve similar outcomes.
• Alternative health plan options to increase competition and provide consumers with additional
choices.
• An increase in the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses.
• Immediately allowing large businesses interested in doing so to purchase health insurance
through the new private marketplace, the State-based health insurance Exchange.
 
The law also allows States to submit a single application that includes Medicaid waiver requests
which could, for example, seek to give people eligible for Medicaid the choice of enrolling in
Exchange plans.
 
Maintaining Important Consumer Protections
The Affordable Care Act ends the worst insurance company abuses and gives Americans more
freedom and control over their health care choices. Already, under the law, most insurance
companies:
 
• Cannot impose lifetime limits on the dollar amount they will spend on health benefits.
• Must offer young adults without access to job-based coverage the option of remaining on their
parent’s plan until their 26th birthday.
• Must cover recommended preventive services without cost sharing.
• Must allow patients to choose their own doctor in their network.
• Cannot drop your coverage solely due to your getting sick.
• Must spend at least 80 percent of premium dollars on health care, rather than executive salaries
and administrative costs.
 
Starting in 2014, insurance companies cannot charge more, carve-out benefits, or deny coverage
because of a pre-existing condition. States that receive a State Innovation Waiver would be
required to maintain these important consumer protections that prevent insurance companies from
denying, capping or limiting care.
 
Waiver Evaluation
Under the Affordable Care Act, the Secretaries of Health and Human Services and Treasury are
responsible for evaluating State Innovation Waiver applications and ensuring proposals will meet
the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans, including
those with pre-existing conditions. Under the proposed legislation, the Secretaries would continue
to play this role and be empowered to grant waivers beginning in 2014. Once complete, State
Innovation Waiver applications must be reviewed within 180 days of being received. The
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Departments of Health and Human Services and Treasury will issue proposed regulations outlining
the process for applying for a State Innovation Waiver this spring. The Departments will accept
public comment, including comments from States, on this proposed regulation.
 
President’s Plan to Cut Red Tape, Give States Flexibility
President Obama will also take an additional important step to help States, improve outcomes, and
lower costs for the American taxpayer. This week, the President will issue a memorandum
directing Executive Departments and Agencies to work with State, Tribal, and local governments to
reduce unnecessary regulatory and administrative burdens in order to focus resources on achieving
better outcomes at lower cost. In this memorandum, the President is:
 
• Instructing the Director of OMB to lead a collaborative process of Federal agencies, State, Tribal,
and local governments to coordinate and streamline procedures that cut across agency, program
and geographic bounds.
 
• Requiring agencies to work closely with States, Tribes, and local governments to identify
administrative, regulatory, and legislative barriers in Federally-funded programs that currently
prevent them from efficiently using tax dollars to achieve the best results for their constituents.
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:52:59 AM

 

From: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA) [mailto:HHSIGA@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 10:44 AM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs (HHS/IGA)
Subject: Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States Fact Sheet
 
The Affordable Care Act: Supporting Innovation, Empowering States
 
On February 28, President Obama reiterated his belief that States should have the power and
flexibility to innovate and find the health care solutions that work best for them and announced his
support for accelerating State Innovation Waivers and allowing states to apply for them starting in
2014.
 
Beginning in 2017, the law allows States the flexibility to receive a State Innovation Waiver so
they may pursue their own innovative strategies to ensure their residents have access to high
quality, affordable health insurance. These strategies – which must provide affordable insurance
coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act and must not increase the federal
deficit – could include allowing large employers to purchase coverage through State Exchanges or
increasing the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses.
Under the bipartisan “Empowering States to Innovate Act” introduced by Senators Ron Wyden,
Scott Brown, and Mary Landrieu, State Innovation Waivers would be available three years earlier
than under current law, so long as States meet certain criteria, including certifying that their
proposals would cover at least as many of their residents as the policies in the Affordable Care Act
would have covered.
 
The proposal offers States more flexibility while ensuring that all Americans, no matter where they
live have access to affordable, accessible health insurance. Additionally, the proposal includes
built-in protections to ensure that these waivers do not increase the Federal budget deficit.
The Affordable Care Act already creates a critical role for States. It provides them with the
flexibility and resources necessary to innovate and implement reform in the manner that works best
for them. The law has already made nearly $2.8 billion available to states and every State has
taken steps – and, in some cases, bold actions – to implement the law and improve health insurance
accountability and affordability for their citizens. States can design their own Exchanges, shape
their Medicaid programs, and take the lead in enforcing patient protections and reviewing rates
increases of private insurers.
 
Empowering States to Innovate
Under the Affordable Care Act, State Innovation Waivers allow States to propose and test
alternative ways to meet the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to
all Americans, including those living with pre-existing conditions. Specifically, State Innovation
Waivers are designed to allow States to implement policies that differ from the new law so long as
they:
 
• Provide coverage that is at least as comprehensive as the coverage offered through Exchanges – a
new competitive, private health insurance marketplace.
• Make coverage at least as affordable as it would have been through the Exchanges.
• Provide coverage to at least as many residents as the Affordable Care Act would have provided.
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• Do not increase the Federal deficit.
 
State Innovation Waivers are provided for up to five years, with the option of renewal. If a State’s
innovation fails to meet the criteria outlined above, the policies outlined in the Affordable Care
Act would take effect.
 
Potential State-Based Innovations
The Affordable Care Act offers considerable flexibility to States without waivers. It also
recognizes that new, creative effective ideas may emerge. While States have the freedom to
develop their own proposals that may qualify for a State Innovation Waiver, some proposals that
could qualify include:
• A streamlined system that links tax credits for small businesses with tax credits for low-income
families.
• Alternatives to the individual responsibility provision – such as automatically enrolling
individuals in health plans – that achieve similar outcomes.
• Alternative health plan options to increase competition and provide consumers with additional
choices.
• An increase in the number of benefit levels to provide more choices for individuals and small
businesses.
• Immediately allowing large businesses interested in doing so to purchase health insurance
through the new private marketplace, the State-based health insurance Exchange.
 
The law also allows States to submit a single application that includes Medicaid waiver requests
which could, for example, seek to give people eligible for Medicaid the choice of enrolling in
Exchange plans.
 
Maintaining Important Consumer Protections
The Affordable Care Act ends the worst insurance company abuses and gives Americans more
freedom and control over their health care choices. Already, under the law, most insurance
companies:
 
• Cannot impose lifetime limits on the dollar amount they will spend on health benefits.
• Must offer young adults without access to job-based coverage the option of remaining on their
parent’s plan until their 26th birthday.
• Must cover recommended preventive services without cost sharing.
• Must allow patients to choose their own doctor in their network.
• Cannot drop your coverage solely due to your getting sick.
• Must spend at least 80 percent of premium dollars on health care, rather than executive salaries
and administrative costs.
 
Starting in 2014, insurance companies cannot charge more, carve-out benefits, or deny coverage
because of a pre-existing condition. States that receive a State Innovation Waiver would be
required to maintain these important consumer protections that prevent insurance companies from
denying, capping or limiting care.
 
Waiver Evaluation
Under the Affordable Care Act, the Secretaries of Health and Human Services and Treasury are
responsible for evaluating State Innovation Waiver applications and ensuring proposals will meet
the shared goals of making health insurance affordable and accessible to all Americans, including
those with pre-existing conditions. Under the proposed legislation, the Secretaries would continue
to play this role and be empowered to grant waivers beginning in 2014. Once complete, State
Innovation Waiver applications must be reviewed within 180 days of being received. The
Departments of Health and Human Services and Treasury will issue proposed regulations outlining
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the process for applying for a State Innovation Waiver this spring. The Departments will accept
public comment, including comments from States, on this proposed regulation.
 
President’s Plan to Cut Red Tape, Give States Flexibility
President Obama will also take an additional important step to help States, improve outcomes, and
lower costs for the American taxpayer. This week, the President will issue a memorandum
directing Executive Departments and Agencies to work with State, Tribal, and local governments to
reduce unnecessary regulatory and administrative burdens in order to focus resources on achieving
better outcomes at lower cost. In this memorandum, the President is:
 
• Instructing the Director of OMB to lead a collaborative process of Federal agencies, State, Tribal,
and local governments to coordinate and streamline procedures that cut across agency, program
and geographic bounds.
 
• Requiring agencies to work closely with States, Tribes, and local governments to identify
administrative, regulatory, and legislative barriers in Federally-funded programs that currently
prevent them from efficiently using tax dollars to achieve the best results for their constituents.
 

22807



From: Katie Altshuler
To: Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Agenda bills
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 2:35:50 PM

FYI
 
From: Brian Downs [mailto:Brian.Downs@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 02:36 PM
To: 'Trait Thompson' <thompsont@lsb.state.ok.us> 
Cc: 'Jarred Brejcha' <brejcha@lsb.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; 'williamson@oksenate.gov'
<williamson@oksenate.gov> 
Subject: Agenda bills 
 
Trait,

 

I would like to visit when you’re available.  I have included bills that haven’t been scheduled yet and

wanted to get an update.

 

HB 2023            Sullivan             (Admissibility of actual amounts paid for medical bills)

HB 1953            McNiel              (Quick Action Closing Fund)

HJR 1001          Dank                 (Senior freeze for property taxes)

HJR 1002          Dank                 (Cap annual increase of property taxes at 2%)

HB 1642            Ritze                 (Doctors performing abortions – clinical privileges at nearby hospital)

HB 1970            Grau                 (Prohibiting certain drugs to induce abortions)

HB 1571            Vaughan           (From fertilization or conception, all individuals free w/ inalienable

rights)

HB 2140            Steele               (Shared services consolidation)

HB 1207            Murphey            (Financial shared services consolidation)

HB 1541            Murphey            (Executive entity consolidations)

HB 1652            Enns                 (Career Tech gun legislation)

HB 2130            Steele               (Healthcare Exchange)

HB 1220            McCullough       (Mental Health services consolidation)

HB 1456            Denney             (Establishing grades for schools)

HB 1550            Kern                 (Social promotion)

HB 1372            Holland             (Adds Elementary principals and Assistant Superintendants to

administrative expenditure cap)

 

--
Brian Downs
Policy Director
Office of the Speaker
Oklahoma House of Representatives
2300 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Room 109
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 557-7387 office
(405) 962-7658 fax
brian.downs@okhouse.gov
www.okhouse.gov
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt
from disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this
email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in
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reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not
warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and disclaims any
liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its attachments.
Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by opening
or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: denisenorthrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fw: ALERT!! IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS
Date: Monday, August 08, 2011 6:06:24 AM
Attachments: winmail.dat

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: "Bunny Chambers" 
Date: Mon, 8 Aug 2011 03:12:54
To: Oklahoma Eagle Forum<okeagle@okeagleforum.org>
Reply-To: <bbchambers >
Subject: ALERT!!  IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS

TO:  Eagles and Friends of Eagles
FROM:  Bunny Chambers, President Oklahoma Eagle Forum
SUBJECT:  Don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED TODAY!  

Parents are in danger of loosing their right to choose and guide the education of their children.  The
Obama Administration has
launched a new initiative to get more infants, toddlers, and pre-schoolers enrolled in "early-childhood
education" programs. 

CALL GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN at 405-521-2342 and ask her to refuse President Obama's child care
grant--"Race to the Top," or as we call
it---"Race to the Cradle,"  just like she refused his Obamacare health grant. 

To her great credit, Gov. Mary Fallin refused the $54 million dollar grant the Obama Administration
offered the State if we would
begin implementing Obamacare.  Gov. Fallin knows that federal money always comes with strings
attached.  He who pays the piper calls
the tune.

Now, the Obama Administration is offering Oklahoma up to a $60 million dollar grant if we will get more
pre-school age children away
from their parents and enrolled in pre-school/day care programs.  And, it's not just pre-schoolers. 
Incredibly, the Obama
Administration wants more of Oklahoma's "infants and toddlers" enrolled in these programs.  As one
scholar at the Cato Institute put
it:  "If this isn't a recipe for ultimate federal control of pre-K, I don't know what is."

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act invested heavily in education both as a way to provide
jobs now and lay the foundation
for long-term prosperity includes $5 billion for early learning programs, including Head Start, Early Head
Start, child care, and
programs for children with special needs.

The Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge grant competition will focus on improving early learning
and development programs for
young children by supporting States' efforts to:

(1) increase the number and percentage of low-income and disadvantaged children in each age group
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of infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers who are enrolled in high-quality early learning programs;

(2) design and implement an integrated system of high-quality early learning programs and services;
and

(3) ensure that any use of assessments conforms with the recommendations of the National Research
Council's reports on early
childhood. (§1832(b)(1), title VIII, Division B of P.L. 112-10, the Department of Defense and Full-Year
Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2011).

 Awards in Race to the Top will go to States that are leading the way with ambitious yet achievable
plans for implementing coherent,
compelling, and comprehensive early learning education reform.  States are/should be beginning to "see
the strings attached" and are
refusing the grant money.

The administration likes to point to research touting the benefits of these programs, but doesn't like to
mention the research
demonstrating the risks involved in replacing mothers with paid surrogates.  These risks include insecure
maternal attachment,
long-term behavioral problems, health complications, and other problems.

It makes no sense to start a new government program--spending money we don't have--to separate
small children from their parents and
transfer them to the bureaucratic arms of strangers.

Here's a better idea:  Let's allow parents to keep more of their own money so they can raise their own
children.  Let's give tax
breaks to the most important "early childhood educators"--parents!!

Don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD TODAY! 

Contact GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN at 405-521-2342 or 918-581-2801 or email to:  info@gov.ok.gov and
ask her to refuse President Obama's
child care grant, just as she refused his Obamacare health grant.

Because, it doesn't take a village to raise a child---it takes parents!!

See information on Race to the Top in Hot Topics and ACTION CENTER on www.okeagleforum.org

"President Obama is committed to providing every child access to a complete and competitive education,
from cradle through career."

"The years before a child reaches kindergarten are among the most critical in his or her life to influence
learning. President Obama
is committed to providing the support that our youngest children need to prepare to succeed later in
school.  The President supports
a seamless and comprehensive set of services and support for children, from birth through age 5."

Source:  www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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E-mail: info@gov.ok.gov
Local: (405) 521-2342
Fax: (405) 521-3353

Tulsa Office of Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston Ave., Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127

Phone (918) 581-2801
Fax (918) 581-2835
__________________________________________________________
The "E" in Eagle Forum stands for Education  

Assure the right of parents, not the government, to choose and guide the education of their children;
promote literacy; oppose
teaching "social justice" i.e. redistributing the wealth and oppose curriculum based on false evidence. 
Read the monthly Education
Reporter published by Eagle Forum.

Bunny Chambers
President, Oklahoma Eagle Forum
GOP National Committeewoman for OK (1996-2008)

"When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice, but when a wicked man rules, the people
groan.  --Proverbs 29:2
"If we ever forget we are one nation under GOD, then we will be a nation gone under."  --Ronald
Reagan, President, USA
"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing."  --Edmund Burke
"When the people fear their government there is tyranny; when the government fear the people, there
is liberty."  --Thomas Jefferson
Psalm 109:8 "Let his days be few; and let another take office."
Ecclesiastes 10:2  "The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left."
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: ALERT!! IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS
Date: Monday, August 08, 2011 8:42:00 AM
Attachments: winmail.dat

You may get these calls, as this is an education issue.

-----Original Message-----
From: denisenorthrup@
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2011 6:22 AM
To: Tonda Fisher; Keili McEwen
Subject: Fw: ALERT!! IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS

Please keep track of the number of calls we get on this

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: "Bunny Chambers" 
Date: Mon, 8 Aug 2011 03:12:54
To: Oklahoma Eagle Forum<okeagle@okeagleforum.org>
Reply-To: <bbchambers
Subject: ALERT!!  IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS

TO:  Eagles and Friends of Eagles
FROM:  Bunny Chambers, President Oklahoma Eagle Forum
SUBJECT:  Don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED TODAY!  

Parents are in danger of loosing their right to choose and guide the education of their children.  The
Obama Administration has launched a new initiative to get more infants, toddlers, and pre-schoolers
enrolled in "early-childhood education" programs. 

CALL GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN at 405-521-2342 and ask her to refuse President Obama's child care
grant--"Race to the Top," or as we call it---"Race to the Cradle,"  just like she refused his Obamacare
health grant. 

To her great credit, Gov. Mary Fallin refused the $54 million dollar grant the Obama Administration
offered the State if we would begin implementing Obamacare.  Gov. Fallin knows that federal money
always comes with strings attached.  He who pays the piper calls the tune.

Now, the Obama Administration is offering Oklahoma up to a $60 million dollar grant if we will get more
pre-school age children away from their parents and enrolled in pre-school/day care programs.  And, it's
not just pre-schoolers.  Incredibly, the Obama Administration wants more of Oklahoma's "infants and
toddlers" enrolled in these programs.  As one scholar at the Cato Institute put
it:  "If this isn't a recipe for ultimate federal control of pre-K, I don't know what is."

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act invested heavily in education both as a way to provide
jobs now and lay the foundation for long-term prosperity includes $5 billion for early learning programs,
including Head Start, Early Head Start, child care, and programs for children with special needs.

The Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge grant competition will focus on improving early learning
and development programs for young children by supporting States' efforts to:

(1) increase the number and percentage of low-income and disadvantaged children in each age group
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of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers who are enrolled in high-quality early learning programs;

(2) design and implement an integrated system of high-quality early learning programs and services;
and

(3) ensure that any use of assessments conforms with the recommendations of the National Research
Council's reports on early childhood. (§1832(b)(1), title VIII, Division B of P.L. 112-10, the Department
of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011).

 Awards in Race to the Top will go to States that are leading the way with ambitious yet achievable
plans for implementing coherent, compelling, and comprehensive early learning education reform. 
States are/should be beginning to "see the strings attached" and are refusing the grant money.

The administration likes to point to research touting the benefits of these programs, but doesn't like to
mention the research demonstrating the risks involved in replacing mothers with paid surrogates.  These
risks include insecure maternal attachment, long-term behavioral problems, health complications, and
other problems.

It makes no sense to start a new government program--spending money we don't have--to separate
small children from their parents and transfer them to the bureaucratic arms of strangers.

Here's a better idea:  Let's allow parents to keep more of their own money so they can raise their own
children.  Let's give tax breaks to the most important "early childhood educators"--parents!!

Don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD TODAY! 

Contact GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN at 405-521-2342 or 918-581-2801 or email to:  info@gov.ok.gov and
ask her to refuse President Obama's child care grant, just as she refused his Obamacare health grant.

Because, it doesn't take a village to raise a child---it takes parents!!

See information on Race to the Top in Hot Topics and ACTION CENTER on www.okeagleforum.org

"President Obama is committed to providing every child access to a complete and competitive education,
from cradle through career."

"The years before a child reaches kindergarten are among the most critical in his or her life to influence
learning. President Obama is committed to providing the support that our youngest children need to
prepare to succeed later in school.  The President supports a seamless and comprehensive set of
services and support for children, from birth through age 5."

Source:  www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

E-mail: info@gov.ok.gov
Local: (405) 521-2342
Fax: (405) 521-3353

Tulsa Office of Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston Ave., Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127

Phone (918) 581-2801
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Fax (918) 581-2835
__________________________________________________________
The "E" in Eagle Forum stands for Education  

Assure the right of parents, not the government, to choose and guide the education of their children;
promote literacy; oppose teaching "social justice" i.e. redistributing the wealth and oppose curriculum
based on false evidence.  Read the monthly Education Reporter published by Eagle Forum.

Bunny Chambers
President, Oklahoma Eagle Forum
GOP National Committeewoman for OK (1996-2008)

"When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice, but when a wicked man rules, the people
groan.  --Proverbs 29:2 "If we ever forget we are one nation under GOD, then we will be a nation gone
under."  --Ronald Reagan, President, USA "All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men
do nothing."  --Edmund Burke "When the people fear their government there is tyranny; when the
government fear the people, there is liberty."  --Thomas Jefferson Psalm 109:8 "Let his days be few;
and let another take office."
Ecclesiastes 10:2  "The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left."
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From: denisenorthrup t
To: Tonda Fisher; Keili McEwen
Subject: Fw: ALERT!! IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS
Date: Monday, August 08, 2011 6:22:07 AM
Attachments: winmail.dat

Please keep track of the number of calls we get on this

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: "Bunny Chambers" <
Date: Mon, 8 Aug 2011 03:12:54
To: Oklahoma Eagle Forum<okeagle@okeagleforum.org>
Reply-To: <
Subject: ALERT!!  IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED--PASS IT ON--INFORM OTHERS

TO:  Eagles and Friends of Eagles
FROM:  Bunny Chambers, President Oklahoma Eagle Forum
SUBJECT:  Don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

IMMEDIATE ACTION IS NEEDED TODAY!  

Parents are in danger of loosing their right to choose and guide the education of their children.  The
Obama Administration has
launched a new initiative to get more infants, toddlers, and pre-schoolers enrolled in "early-childhood
education" programs. 

CALL GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN at 405-521-2342 and ask her to refuse President Obama's child care
grant--"Race to the Top," or as we call
it---"Race to the Cradle,"  just like she refused his Obamacare health grant. 

To her great credit, Gov. Mary Fallin refused the $54 million dollar grant the Obama Administration
offered the State if we would
begin implementing Obamacare.  Gov. Fallin knows that federal money always comes with strings
attached.  He who pays the piper calls
the tune.

Now, the Obama Administration is offering Oklahoma up to a $60 million dollar grant if we will get more
pre-school age children away
from their parents and enrolled in pre-school/day care programs.  And, it's not just pre-schoolers. 
Incredibly, the Obama
Administration wants more of Oklahoma's "infants and toddlers" enrolled in these programs.  As one
scholar at the Cato Institute put
it:  "If this isn't a recipe for ultimate federal control of pre-K, I don't know what is."

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act invested heavily in education both as a way to provide
jobs now and lay the foundation
for long-term prosperity includes $5 billion for early learning programs, including Head Start, Early Head
Start, child care, and
programs for children with special needs.

The Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge grant competition will focus on improving early learning
and development programs for
young children by supporting States' efforts to:

(1) increase the number and percentage of low-income and disadvantaged children in each age group
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of infants, toddlers, and
preschoolers who are enrolled in high-quality early learning programs;

(2) design and implement an integrated system of high-quality early learning programs and services;
and

(3) ensure that any use of assessments conforms with the recommendations of the National Research
Council's reports on early
childhood. (§1832(b)(1), title VIII, Division B of P.L. 112-10, the Department of Defense and Full-Year
Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2011).

 Awards in Race to the Top will go to States that are leading the way with ambitious yet achievable
plans for implementing coherent,
compelling, and comprehensive early learning education reform.  States are/should be beginning to "see
the strings attached" and are
refusing the grant money.

The administration likes to point to research touting the benefits of these programs, but doesn't like to
mention the research
demonstrating the risks involved in replacing mothers with paid surrogates.  These risks include insecure
maternal attachment,
long-term behavioral problems, health complications, and other problems.

It makes no sense to start a new government program--spending money we don't have--to separate
small children from their parents and
transfer them to the bureaucratic arms of strangers.

Here's a better idea:  Let's allow parents to keep more of their own money so they can raise their own
children.  Let's give tax
breaks to the most important "early childhood educators"--parents!!

Don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD TODAY! 

Contact GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN at 405-521-2342 or 918-581-2801 or email to:  info@gov.ok.gov and
ask her to refuse President Obama's
child care grant, just as she refused his Obamacare health grant.

Because, it doesn't take a village to raise a child---it takes parents!!

See information on Race to the Top in Hot Topics and ACTION CENTER on www.okeagleforum.org

"President Obama is committed to providing every child access to a complete and competitive education,
from cradle through career."

"The years before a child reaches kindergarten are among the most critical in his or her life to influence
learning. President Obama
is committed to providing the support that our youngest children need to prepare to succeed later in
school.  The President supports
a seamless and comprehensive set of services and support for children, from birth through age 5."

Source:  www.whitehouse.gov/issues/education
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Governor Mary Fallin
Oklahoma State Capitol
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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E-mail: info@gov.ok.gov
Local: (405) 521-2342
Fax: (405) 521-3353

Tulsa Office of Governor Mary Fallin
440 S. Houston Ave., Suite 304
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127

Phone (918) 581-2801
Fax (918) 581-2835
__________________________________________________________
The "E" in Eagle Forum stands for Education  

Assure the right of parents, not the government, to choose and guide the education of their children;
promote literacy; oppose
teaching "social justice" i.e. redistributing the wealth and oppose curriculum based on false evidence. 
Read the monthly Education
Reporter published by Eagle Forum.

Bunny Chambers
President, Oklahoma Eagle Forum
GOP National Committeewoman for OK (1996-2008)

"When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice, but when a wicked man rules, the people
groan.  --Proverbs 29:2
"If we ever forget we are one nation under GOD, then we will be a nation gone under."  --Ronald
Reagan, President, USA
"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing."  --Edmund Burke
"When the people fear their government there is tyranny; when the government fear the people, there
is liberty."  --Thomas Jefferson
Psalm 109:8 "Let his days be few; and let another take office."
Ecclesiastes 10:2  "The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left."
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: All in to take down Obamacare
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 2:48:11 PM

Give this to the Governor!!!!!!!
 
From: Cain Connections
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 6:15 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: All in to take down Obamacare
 

This message contains graphics. If you do not see the graphics, click here to view.

Please Donate Today ....

July 2, 2012

All in to take down Obamacare
By Herman Cain
July 2, 2011

I was as disappointed as anyone else by the Obamacare ruling, and I remain deeply
troubled by Chief Justice Roberts’ assertion that the federal government has the power
to do virtually anything, so long as it calls it a tax.

But this is the hand we’ve been dealt, and the question now is how well can we play it?
When you get over the punch in the gut and the feeling of betrayal, you should recognize
that it’s a hand we could play all the way to a pretty big win.

For one thing, by reclassifying the individual mandate as a tax, Roberts made it much
easier for a Republican Congress to repeal it without having to worry about a Senate
filibuster. Tax matters can be passed via reconciliation with a simple majority of 51 votes,
so Republicans no longer have to worry about finding 60 voters to end debate. That’s
huge. It still requires the Republicans to keep the House, take the Senate and elect Mitt
Romney president – but that’s still far more doable than finding 60 Senate votes to get

22819

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:info@cainsrevolution.messages4.com
http://links.mkt3401.com/servlet/MailView?ms=Mzk0MDU5ODUS1&r=MTcwOTg4NTc2MDQS1&j=MTQ4ODA3ODgxS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt3401.com/ctt?kn=2&ms=Mzk0MDU5ODUS1&r=MTcwOTg4NTc2MDQS1&b=0&j=MTQ4ODA3ODgxS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt3401.com/ctt?kn=6&ms=Mzk0MDU5ODUS1&r=MTcwOTg4NTc2MDQS1&b=0&j=MTQ4ODA3ODgxS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt3401.com/ctt?kn=1&ms=Mzk0MDU5ODUS1&r=MTcwOTg4NTc2MDQS1&b=0&j=MTQ4ODA3ODgxS0&mt=1&rt=0


rid of Obamacare.

Indeed, since Obamacare lacks severability clauses, I see no reason the entire bill couldn’t
be repealed via reconciliation. Elect a Republican House, Senate and president in 2012
and Obamacare is 51 and done.

For another thing, the Supreme Court threw out the Obamacare provision by which the
federal government would have pulled states’ Medicaid funding if they don’t implement
Obamacare. There are already 26 states that have sued the federal government because
they don’t want to implement it. Now they are essentially free to opt out without fear of
losing funding. Not only that, but it will become much harder for the federal government
to mask the true costs of Obamacare by pushing them off on the states. To this day,
there are Democrats going around claiming that Obamacare “reduces the deficit”
because of phony cost-manipulation like this. That’s now over, if states stand firm and
refuse to implement the law.

Finally, Chief Justice Roberts did join a majority of the justices in rejecting Democrats’
belief that the Commerce Clause and the “necessary and proper clause” pretty much give
the federal government license to do whatever it wants. This is the first time that has
happened since Democrats began using these clauses in the 1930s to expand the size and
scope of government. In the future, Democrats will not be able to concoct creative
readings of these clauses to justify continued federal power grabs. And if Romney is
elected this year, and has the chance to replace one or more of the court’s four liberal
justices, this legal doctrine could be carved in stone as an American constitutional
principle for 100 years or more.

This is the hand we’ve been dealt. It wasn’t everything we wanted, since Obamacare still
stands, but Roberts made an interesting statement when he said it’s not the court’s job
to save the nation from the consequences of our political choices. Indeed. Elections do
matter. When the voters elected Obama and gave him huge Democratic majorities in
Congress, they needed to understand we would likely have something like Obamacare
shoved down our throats. This is what Democrats do.

Getting rid of Obamacare through the political process is much more achievable now, but
we still need that proverbial army of Davids to rise up and approach the Philistine. The
Republicans must take the House, capture the Senate and win the presidential race. Once
in office, they must know that the American people demand nothing less than complete
repeal of the entire Obamacare law, and that we expect the Senate to use reconciliation
just as the Democrats used it to get the thing passed in the first place. The inside-the-
Beltway crowd and the lamestream media will howl that this is beyond the pale and
horrible. The Republicans need to learn to ignore these people and serve the public.
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Meanwhile, at the state level, the people need to demand that their governors refuse to
implement Obamacare. Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal has already announced he will take
this stance. If other governors move toward implementation, their constituents need to
let them know this is not acceptable.

As my economic adviser, Rich Lowrie, wrote the other day, we’re only going to get this
done if we’re all in. As a result of the Roberts ruling, this election is now more than ever
about taxes and the need to limit federal power. That should set us up for a huge
Republican win, but it’s more important than ever that the conservative base is
mobilized, committed and ready to do whatever it takes.

I’m all in. Are you?

Donate Now

To unsubscribe click here

For privacy information click here

Paid for by Cain Solutions
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From: Governor Info 
To: Brett Thomas 
Subject: FW: All in to take down Obamacare 

Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:20:51 AM 

From: Judy Earnheart 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 2:48 PM 
To: Governor Info 
Subject: Fw: All in to take down Obamacare 

Give t his t o t he Governor!!!!! !! 

This message contains graphics. If you do not see the graphics, c!jck here to yjew. 

Please Donate Today .... 

[i] 
jg 

July 2, 2012 

All in to take down Obamacare 
By Herman Cain 
July 2, 2011 

I was as disappointed as anyone else by the Obamacare 
ruling, and I remain deeply troubled by Chief Justice 
Roberts' assertion that the federal government has the power 
to do virtually anything, so long as it calls it a tax. 

But this is the hand we've been dealt, and the question now 
is how well can we play it? When you get over the punch in 
the gut and the feeling of betrayal, you should recognize that 
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it’s a hand we could play all the way to a pretty big win.

For one thing, by reclassifying the individual mandate as a
tax, Roberts made it much easier for a Republican Congress
to repeal it without having to worry about a Senate
filibuster. Tax matters can be passed via reconciliation with
a simple majority of 51 votes, so Republicans no longer
have to worry about finding 60 voters to end debate. That’s
huge. It still requires the Republicans to keep the House,
take the Senate and elect Mitt Romney president – but that’s
still far more doable than finding 60 Senate votes to get rid
of Obamacare.

Indeed, since Obamacare lacks severability clauses, I see no
reason the entire bill couldn’t be repealed via reconciliation.
Elect a Republican House, Senate and president in 2012 and
Obamacare is 51 and done.

For another thing, the Supreme Court threw out the
Obamacare provision by which the federal government
would have pulled states’ Medicaid funding if they don’t
implement Obamacare. There are already 26 states that have
sued the federal government because they don’t want to
implement it. Now they are essentially free to opt out
without fear of losing funding. Not only that, but it will
become much harder for the federal government to mask the
true costs of Obamacare by pushing them off on the states.
To this day, there are Democrats going around claiming that
Obamacare “reduces the deficit” because of phony cost-
manipulation like this. That’s now over, if states stand firm
and refuse to implement the law.
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Finally, Chief Justice Roberts did join a majority of the
justices in rejecting Democrats’ belief that the Commerce
Clause and the “necessary and proper clause” pretty much
give the federal government license to do whatever it wants.
This is the first time that has happened since Democrats
began using these clauses in the 1930s to expand the size
and scope of government. In the future, Democrats will not
be able to concoct creative readings of these clauses to
justify continued federal power grabs. And if Romney is
elected this year, and has the chance to replace one or more
of the court’s four liberal justices, this legal doctrine could
be carved in stone as an American constitutional principle
for 100 years or more.

This is the hand we’ve been dealt. It wasn’t everything we
wanted, since Obamacare still stands, but Roberts made an
interesting statement when he said it’s not the court’s job to
save the nation from the consequences of our political
choices. Indeed. Elections do matter. When the voters
elected Obama and gave him huge Democratic majorities in
Congress, they needed to understand we would likely have
something like Obamacare shoved down our throats. This is
what Democrats do.

Getting rid of Obamacare through the political process is
much more achievable now, but we still need that proverbial
army of Davids to rise up and approach the Philistine. The
Republicans must take the House, capture the Senate and
win the presidential race. Once in office, they must know
that the American people demand nothing less than

22824



complete repeal of the entire Obamacare law, and that we
expect the Senate to use reconciliation just as the Democrats
used it to get the thing passed in the first place. The inside-
the-Beltway crowd and the lamestream media will howl that
this is beyond the pale and horrible. The Republicans need
to learn to ignore these people and serve the public.

Meanwhile, at the state level, the people need to demand
that their governors refuse to implement Obamacare.
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal has already announced he will
take this stance. If other governors move toward
implementation, their constituents need to let them know
this is not acceptable.

As my economic adviser, Rich Lowrie, wrote the other day,
we’re only going to get this done if we’re all in. As a result
of the Roberts ruling, this election is now more than ever
about taxes and the need to limit federal power. That should
set us up for a huge Republican win, but it’s more important
than ever that the conservative base is mobilized, committed
and ready to do whatever it takes.

I’m all in. Are you?

Donate Now
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 10:03:26 AM
Attachments: PR-Anderson-Calls on Gov to reject Obamacare-7-3-12.doc

 
 

From: Jennifer Brock [mailto:brock@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:57 AM
To: brock@oksenate.gov
Subject: Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare
 

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

 

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject
ObamaCare

 
            State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow
Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement
ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the
front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal
health care law.
            “Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott
Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have
officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these
other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial
burden that it will place on taxpayers.”
            Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal
health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many
reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag
for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.
            “In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who
already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t
will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this
federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and
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Oklahoma State Senate


Communications Division


State Capitol


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105


For Immediate Release:  July 3, 2012

Anderson calls on Gov. Fallin to reject ObamaCare


State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma’s chief executive to join her fellow Republican governors across the country and state for the record that she will not implement ObamaCare.  Anderson, a Republican from Enid, said Gov. Mary Fallin needs to be on the front line with those governors who have already announced they won’t submit to the federal health care law.


“Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott Walker in Wisconsin, Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have officially stated they will not implement ObamaCare in their states in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision last Thursday,” said Anderson.  “Oklahoma needs to join these other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and the substantial burden that it will place on taxpayers.”



Anderson said despite promises from the President, the end results of the federal health care law would be disastrous for citizens, for Oklahoma and for the nation, with many reports pointing to a revised estimate by the Congressional Budget Office saying the price tag for the law had already risen from under $1 trillion to $1.76 trillion.


“In the short-term, the economic brunt will fall on the middle-class.  Those who already have insurance will see their out-of-pocket costs skyrocket, while those who don’t will be forced to purchase policies far more costly than they would have been without this federal mandate,” Anderson said.  “Businesses are going to be hamstrung by red tape and regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”


“We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”


For more information, contact:


Sen. Patrick Anderson


405-521-5630






regulations that will derail economic growth and recovery.  At the federal level, this will
dramatically worsen our national debt.  At the state level, Oklahoma’s Medicaid costs will
soar and it will force budget cuts in education, transportation and public safety.”
            “We have had enough time to consider last Thursday’s ruling, and we know that the
end result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive
regulations that will cripple many businesses,” said Anderson.  “Governor Fallin needs to
make Oklahoma’s position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma.”
           
For more information, contact:
Sen. Patrick Anderson
405-521-5630
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Another Obama Executive Order: Communications Takeover? WHAT IS THIS MAN DOING TO US????????
Date: Saturday, July 07, 2012 8:14:47 PM

 
 
From: Freedom Outpost
Sent: Saturday, July 07, 2012 6:02 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Another Obama Executive Order: Communications Takeover?
 

Is this email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Today's Feature: July 07, 2012

Obama's Executive Order:
National Security & Emergency

Communications
 

Are Conservatives Slipping To The
'Dark Side'?

Atheist S. E. Cupp: 'I Would Never Vote

For An Atheist President'

Nebraska GOP: Worried About Ron Paul

Supporters

GOP Introduces 'Repeal Of Obamacare

Act'

Black Pastors: 'Reject Barack Obama'

IRS Blows Smoke About Obamacare

Implementation

Californication Draws $3.2 Billion From

States For High-Speed Rail
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:19:05 PM

Fyi - see part on exchange 
 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri 
Subject: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police 
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Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Exchange
Meeting This Wednesday

 
The first meeting of the Obama Care/Fallin Care task force is to be held on Wednesday
September 14th at 9:00 am in the House Chamber at the State Capitol.   I believe they chose
this particular meeting place to avoid having to deal with questions from the audience but a
good crowd will remind them what is waiting for them should they go ahead and implement
Obama Care here in Oklahoma.    Below are the Senators and Representatives on the
committee, it would be a good idea to call and email to remind them that the majority of the
citizens of Oklahoma are dead set against Obama Care/Fallin Care.
 

Light em up..
 

 Make it clear to them that there will be a political price for supporting Obama Care/Fallin
Care in any form or fashion.  Remember that they are practiced politicians, they can sell sand
to an Arab, don’t get in arguments or discussions, tell them what the people of Oklahoma
want.

 
 

 Rep. Glen Mulready , Co-Chair         glen.mulready@okhouse.gov      (405) 557-7340
Rep. Randy Grau                                randy.grau@okhouse.gov            (405) 557-7360
Rep. Danny Morgan                           dannymorgan@okhouse.gov        (405)-557-7368
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel                       jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov     (405)-557-7334
Rep. Jason Nelson                              jason.nelson@okhouse.gov          (405) 557-7335
Rep. Doug Cox                                  dougcox@okhouse.gov                (405) 557-7415

 
Senator Gary Stanislawski , Co-Chair     stanislawski@oksenate.gov        405.521.5624   
Senator Cliff Aldridge                             aldridge@oksenate.gov              (405) 521-
5584                    
Senator Bill Brown                                 brownb@oksenate.gov               (405) 521-
5602                         
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shop that travels all over the
state building dream kitchens
for discerning customers
 
  
Comtec Security
 
An Oklahoma Company for

Oklahomans.  They offer

service with no contracts, a

distinct difference from other

security companies I've used. 

They believe in liberty,

including the liberty to take

your business eslewhere if they

don't perform to expectations. 

Comtec Security provided the

security make over for

theSooner Tea Party after the

burglarly in May

 
http://www.comtecok.com/
 
 
 
 

 

Senator Sean Burrage                             garlick@oksenate.gov                 405) 521-
5555                      
Senator Brian Crain                                crain@oksenate.gov                    (405) 521-
5620                      
Senator John Sparks                               sparks@oksenate.gov                 (405) 521-
5553                    

 
  

 
 

 
 Phil Lakin, George Kaiser, and Obama

 
A few weeks ago we went over the candidates for Tulsa City Council.  One of the candidates
for District 8 is Phil Lakin; Phil is also the Chairman of the George Kaiser Family Foundation. 
George Kaiser is one of the investors of the defunct solar energy company that was in the
news last week for going bankrupt owing the U.S. government hundreds of millions of
dollars.   Lakin is also on the board of the Tulsa Community Foundation and other boards.
 
Here is an email from a Washington Post reporter responding after a Tulsa activist reached
out with info on Phil Lakin and George Kaiser:
 
Quote:  
“We are very interested in George Kaiser and any help you might be able to give us would
be greatly appreciated. Our George Kaiser is chairman of Tulsa-based BOK Financial Corp.
and owner of Kaiser-Francis Oil Co. He also is one of Solyndra's biggest backers through an
organization known as the George Kaiser Family Foundation. He is an Oklahoma oilman who
bundled campaign contributions from multiple sources for Obama's 2008 campaign. Kaiser
raised, or bundled, $50,000 to $100,000 for Obama’s 2008 campaign, according to a list that
had been posted on Obama’s 2008 campaign website. He gave $2,300 personally, according
to the FEC. 
 
As you probably know, the George Kaiser Family Foundation is a charitable organization
based in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and backed by donations from Kaiser. It holds about 35.7 percent
of the company, according to a Solyndra filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Kaiser made three visits to the White House on March 12, 2009, and one on March 13. Kaiser
has denied any direct involvement in the Solyndra deal. In a statement from his foundation
he said he “did not participate in any discussions with the U.S. government regarding the
loan.”
 
The White House meetings put that statement to a test. He met with former Chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisors Austan Goolsbee, Senior Advisor Pete Rouse, Deputy Director of
the Domestic Policy Council Heather Higginbottom and Deputy Director of the National
Economic Council Jason Furman. People who work for him also went to the White House,
including chairman and founder Christian Gronet and Board Members Thomas Baruch and
David Prend. This information is according to the WH visitor logs. Former Chief of Staff Rahm
Emmanuel and Adviser Valerie Jarrett reportedly also met with Kaiser.
 
End quote.
 
 
 
Here are some articles on the George Kaiser/Obama/Solynda loan connection:
Washington Times article 
Bloomberg article
Tulsa World article that came out Sept 8th 
 
Tulsa Today article  
Big Government link  
Washington Times article today  
September 3rd article by Bloomberg  
Solyndra/Obama Connection
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Representative Glen Mulready Talking Trash Again

 
 
Occasionally one of our members asks why we expose so much of the legislator’s dirty
laundry and focus on their response to our newsletters.   For two reasons:
 
1.      It shows people that the legislators are no better than the rest of us, almost anyone
could run for office regardless of what baggage they might have or their “qualifications”.
2.      Their responses to our newsletters are illuminating, especially when they lash out in
anger over the exposure of the seamy side of the legislature.
 
Last week, one of our old sparing partners, Representative Glen Mulready, just had to open
his mouth again.    Like the old joke about the hunter and the grizzly bear, one begins to
wonder if Representative Mulready is doing this for the sport of it.  Representative Mulready
was one of the founding members of the Short Bus Caucus, a group of Republican House
members that were running their mouth against the Tea Party during one of the Republican
Caucus meetings.   Here is a link to that May 8th newsletter where Representative Mulready
helped us come up with the name transvestite Republican:   Transvestite Republicans     
 
So last week Representative Mulready once again shot off his infamous mouth in an email to
one of our allies.  Here is the email:
 
Subject:   Re: A Jerry Springer Batch of Legislators
 
Date:  Fri, 2 Sep 2011 14:25:06 -0500
From:   Glen Mulready
To:  Jim Gxxxx xxxxxxx@cox.net
 
Jim,
I would respectfully suggest to you that your forwarding of this groups "trash" only serves to
undermine your own credibility. 
Hope you are well. 
 
Best,
 
Glen Mulready
Sent from my iPhone, please pardon any typos. 
 
End quote.
 
When challenged by one of the messages recipients, Representative Glen Mulready had this
to say:
 
Quote:
 
“BL,
 
So, "relevant to the topic" from your perspective is someones (Sic) innuendo and rumor
tossed around without any kind of evidence. This is one radical person, with no evidence,
throwing things out there about people he doesn't like....plain and simple. 
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The bottom line is no different than I tell my young boys daily. Choose your friends
wisely...you will be known by those you hang out with. If you wish to be identified closely
with this group, then by all means, continue to forward their emails. I'm telling you that this
is a quick way for you to move you and your group towards irrelevance by association. 
 
I have a lot more detail about this groups posting of comments and pictures of my family
earlier this year that I could share with you, but will not take the time. 
 
Choose your friends wisely!
 
Best regards,
 
Glen”
 
End quote.  
 
 

 
 
Representative Mulready's purpose in taking the time to respond to B.L. is obvious; to try to
drive a wedge between the Tea Party and the rural interests.
 
If you have taken one of my classes on the Real Nature of Politics, you will recognize the
classic responses regurgitated by Representative Mulready.  He starts by stating that
forwarding the Sooner Tea Party newsletter undermines B.L.’s credibility.  When a politician
tells you something, the first thing you should ask yourself is how it benefits the politician if
you believe what he says.  Think about it, Representative Mulready is not supporting B.L.’s
effort so if B.L. was hurting his credibility then Representative Mulready would just stay silent
and let him hang himself.
 
Next Representative Mulready admits that forwarding something is the same as endorsing
something.   Using that logic, he supports  and endorses the House leaders that voted for
the transvestite birth certificate bill, therefore Representative Mulready supports everything
else the House leadership stands for:  allowing illegal immigration, biometrics on our drivers
license for future facial recognition tracking systems, highway cameras  watching car license
plates for ticketing those without insurance (next will be those that are running an expired
tag, next are those driving 5 miles over the speed limit), implementing the Obama Care/Fallin
Care Health insurance exchanges (Mulready is heading that interim study), stopping Open
Carry, and stopping all the Tea Party/Constitutional bills that support the 2nd, 4th. 9th, and
10th Amendments.
 
As to the list of immoral legislators cheating on their spouses, multiple sources backed up
each instance of infidelity.   One case was dropped after a Democrat legislator vouched for
the legislator after approaching him on our behalf; five or six others are still under
investigation so we did not put them on the newsletter.  The   Kirby and Osborn affair was
checked using both GOP and Democrat sources.    The Charles Ortega story was confirmed
using legislators and local sources, he is the talk of the town these days… the old goat!  The
Lee Denney story was verified using local sources as well as multiple legislative sources.
 
We back up 100% of our info before we use it in the newsletter.   As far as ruining a
cheating legislator’s reputation, they ruined it themselves; we are just spreading the news.  
As far as the Sooner Tea Party’s “agenda”, it is simple, force legislators like Representative
Mulready to represent their constituents instead of ruling over them like they are royalty and
to force the legislators to support the Constitution including the Bill of Rights.  It
Representative Mulready needs stepped on to force him to do right, we have no problem
stepping on him.
As to posting his family picture, we took the picture off his campaign website.  If he drags his
family into his campaign to claim family values, then what is wrong with using the picture
when Representative Mulready is going against family values?  We posted his family shot
next to a drag queen smoking a cigarette and asked the readers to see if the two men looked
alike and to let us know if Mulready didn't look like a transvestite....  not as single email
came in against the article, people understood that we were pointing out that Mulready was
a hypocrite.
 
Lastly, Representative Mulready talks big about not slandering people and tossing around
innuendo and rumor, yet he doesn’t look into the stories before claiming we are “radical” and
are slandering people.  The difference between Representative Mulready and our group is
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that we put our info out in public, Representative Mulready prefers to slink about and
whisper lies in private.  And where is Representative Mulready's outrage over Representative
Dan Sullivan's behavior?
 
But the highest nail gets the hammer so Representative Mulready has earned another article
in the newsletter about his character and his refusal to represent the people in his district. 
He is an elitist, he said so at that meeting in May, said that regardless of how the people in
his district want him to vote he is going to vote his way.  I’ve got it on tape, it is going to
make a great robo call.
 
Remember always that the Mulreadys of this world believe that the rest of us are sheep to
be sheared.  They stay in power only by dividing any that rise against them.   They are
accomplished liars; the most dangerous of them are the sociopath liars who tend to rise into
leadership positions.  They truly believe they are not lying, from being so wrapped up in their
fantasy world and their belief that they are above everyone else.   

 
  

 
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission Whitewashes

Sullivan Real Estate  Investigation
 
And after all that documentation of the forged document that we looked at last week, what
did the Oklahoma Real Estate Commission do?   They whitewashed the investigation, seizing
upon a comment from Mrs. Sullivan that stated she didn’t know which party altered the
document and forged the initials.   That is the problem with reasonable people, they talk
reasonably, and Mrs. Sullivan was just stating an obvious fact.  Most people would
understand that an investigation was required to ascertain who altered the document and
forged the initial.  A bureaucrat on the other hand would jump at the chance to get this issue
off their desk and done with!  All they had to do was question the realtor about the
document and she would have rolled over on either Representative Sullivan or his attorney.
 
Here is the official Investigative Report of the OREC investigator Sherry L. Kueffler.  Look for
the file labeled:
“C-2010-047_Final_(GS )”
 
Here is their contact info:
 
Telephone: (405) 521-3387
Toll Free: 1-866-521-3389

orec.help@orec.ok.gov
 
 

Did Representative Sullivan Lie To
Tulsa Police on September 19th 2007?
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Two weeks ago we told the story of a terrified woman fleeing her home around 11:30 pm, in
her night clothes, barefoot, not even taking the time to grab her cell phone.  A source
claimed that after an argument over continuing the marriage counseling, Representative
Sullivan eyes were so dark with anger that they  were like "looking at the end of the world”. 
 
 Sources say Mrs. Sullivan fled northeast on I-44 in the early hours of September 19th, so
afraid for her life, so  shocked, so intimidated by her husband’s behavior that she could only
think of putting distance between them.  Remember that reports state that Representative
Sullivan had been mixing prescription medicines, over the counter cold medication, and
booze.   Documents and emails show that he was in dire financial straits, had impregnated a
House staffer that worked under him at the capitol during an illicit and illegal affair, and was
becoming increasingly unstable.
 
Mrs. Sullivan could think of only one place to go where her reserve deputy/Judicial
Committee Chairman/Representative husband wouldn’t likely find her, a bed and breakfast
place near Grand Lake that she remembered from a previous trip long ago.   She realized
that she couldn’t hope to find a vacancy at 2:00 or 3:00 am so she parked in the parking lot
of the Cherokee Yacht Club near Ketchum, Oklahoma.  
 
 It wasn’t long before a security guard came over to see why a woman was parked by the
lake in the predawn chill.   Dressed in night clothes, shoeless, and scared, the officer
recognized the signs of an abused woman in need of help.   The officer opened up the lobby
and allowed Mrs. Sullivan to wait inside until daylight, then after telling her the bed and
breakfast she was searching for had closed the previous year, the officer recommended
another small business that rented secluded lake cabins.
 
The innkeeper was a woman that had also had experience with abused women in shelters
and immediately recognized the tell tale signs:   no shoes, no luggage, night clothing rather
than suitable attire, a woman clearly frightened that her husband would find her and do
harm.  Since Mrs. Sullivan was still terrified of being found, the innkeeper suggested parking
the car away from the cabin, lessening the chance that Representative Sullivan could track
her down.
 
And what was Representative Sullivan doing about this time?  Well, he had gone to work.  
Doesn’t sound like something that a normal husband would do after his wife fled in terror the
night before, most would be out looking for her or calling her friends and family, perhaps
even calling the state police since she was the wife of a legislator.  But not Representative
Sullivan, where most of us would have been worried sick, Representative Sullivan went to
work, had lunch, and went home.
 
Finally around 9:30 pm Representative Sullivan reported his wife missing, twenty two hours
after she fled.  Representative Sullivan told the officer of the cell phone left behind, that he
had called his family and friends in an effort to find her, and had looked online to see if she
had used her credit cards or withdrew money from an ATM.   The police report states that
Representative Sullivan said that he didn’t believe that Mrs. Sullivan was suicidal but she had
been upset over health issues.  No mention of the argument that turned physical, no mention
of the marriage counseling as a result of Representative Sullivan’s infidelities, Representative
Sullivan chose to lie and say Mrs. Sullivan was upset over health issues…
 

 Look for the file labeled:    “Missing Person Police Report 9 19 2007”.
 
But much later Representative Sullivan testified under oath as part of the divorce
proceedings.  During his testimony Sullivan denied that he had told the Tulsa Police that Mrs.
Sullivan was worried about her health the night she fled.   In fact Representative
Sullivan admitted on the witness stand that they had had an argument which
caused Mrs. Sullivan to flee.  
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“Representative Sullivan Deposition Proving He Lied About The Reason Mrs. Sullivan Fled”
 
Okay, some of you might say, so Representative Sullivan didn’t want to air his dirty laundry. 
He told a little white lie to save face.    If that were all, we wouldn’t be reporting this but
what came next is absolutely chilling.
The missing person report also states:  
 
 “Dan, who is also a TCSO reserve deputy, verified that his only owned weapon was
accounted for in their home.” 
 

Did Representative Sullivan own only one weapon?
 
Representative Sullivan claimed only one gun in his statement to the Tulsa police on the
missing person report.   Here is what Sullivan had in the way of weaponry around that time,
many of them left loaded around the home. 
 
 
  S & W 640-1   CD A6703                  
                                                          
New England Arms  SB4 MAG 10 ga     NE320444 
                                                          
Remington  700 7mm mag            250505                 
Remington  742  30-06 A7371364
                                                          
Remington  Nov-48 20ga  5831524                               
Ruger    super BH 44 81-65581  
                                                           
Remington 1100 20ga       N823401                                                             
Mossberg 590 12ga       p603944                                                              
Glock 21C FLD 346 Returned to Sheriffs dept.    
                      
Ruger Sec, six 357 15347399                            
Colt  AR-15 sport 223  66548 
                                                  
Glock 21C    DSV190US                                          
Glock  27      EVN264US                                          
US CARBINE  M1 30   4242553                                               
Remington 870 12 Y502890                                               
S & W  457  45  
 
I counted 16 guns, not one that he told the Tulsa police officer about. 
 
And here are pictures of the guns that Representative Sullivan denied owning.
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Now many people collect guns, nothing wrong with that.  The problem here is Representative
Sullivan lying.
One can only wonder why Representative Sullivan would lie to a police officer about the
number of weapons he owned.  Was he was covering his tracks in case a body was found
and ballistic tests were run?   What we can be certain of is that Representative Sullivan has
no qualms about lying to a police officer or on the witness stand, if it suits his purpose.   All
that remains is to ask why Representative Sullivan lies.   There are three types of liars:
 
1.Pathological Liar, someone that doesn’t lie purposely, they actually believe that they are
telling the truth.
2.Compulsive Liar, someone that lies out of habit because it feels “right”.
3.Sociopaths, someone that lies incessantly in order to get their way and does so with little
concern for others.
 
Of the three types of liar, I believe that Representative Sullivan better fits the Sociopath
model better than any other. link to list of traits of sociopaths.
 

 
Yes, this was a messy divorce! But if character matters, something that the country forgot
when they elected Bill Clinton, and if past behavior is indicative of future behavior, do we
dare allow Representative Sullivan to walk away from his behavior and crimes without
penalty?  Do we dare allow the other 148 legislators think that if Representative Sullivan got
away with it, that they can get away with it?
 
Here is the contact info for the Speaker of the House, Kris Steele and for the GRDA, who is
considering Representative Sullivan for the top CEO position.  Please call them and give them
your opinion on this matter.
.
 
Kris Steele:    (405) 557-7345       krissteele@okhouse.gov
 
GRDA            (918) 256-5545      Michael Kiefner, interim CEO 
 
Oh, and what happened to Mrs. Sullivan?  Her brother and her sister in law found her on
Thursday, two days after she had gone missing.  They had gone online to the Pike Pass
website and found the Vinita exit charge, then cruised around till one of them spotted her
car. 
 
 Representative Sullivan never went looking for her.
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Obama Administration Exporting American Jobs 
DOJ Advises Gibson Guitar to Export Labor to Madagascar

 
This story has been in the woodworking journals for some time.   Gibson Guitar was raided
in  2009 and despite their exotic woods coming from certified importers, millions of dollars
worth of lumber  and finished guitars were confiscated.   Their competitors, Martin Guitar
and Fender Guitar, use the same importer but they haven’t been raided, likely due to the
owner of Martin Guitar being an Obama donor and both companies not having the  deep
pockets that Gibson Guitar posesses.   Despite obtaining letters from the Madagascar
government stating that  the wood in question was exported legally, the Obama
administration contends that the wood was imported in violation of Madagascar law (not U.S.
law!).
 
The wood the Government seized on August 24 is from a Forest Stewardship Council certified
supplier and is FSC Controlled, meaning that the wood complies with the standards of the
Forest Stewardship Council, which is an industry-recognized and independent, not-for-profit
organization established to promote responsible management of the world’s forests.   I’ve
seen articles in the wood working journals about Gibson Guitar’s commitment to the Forest
Stewardship Council program.
 
The Obama administration contends that only finished wood products are allowed to be
exported from Madagascar and have told the Gibson Guitar company that all of this would go
away if they moved production into the country that exported the exotic woods.  Gibson is
one of those rare companies that has been able to keep ahead of foreign imports by focusing
on top quality products, keeping hundreds of jobs right here in the U.S.
 
I firmly believe that there is no such thing as a crazy person or a crazy law.   Most alleged
insanity usually looks reasonable once viewed from the correct angle.  If one believes the
Cloward-Pivens strategy is behind the Obama administration wanting to close down an
American factory and send the jobs to Madagascar, then this story begins to make perfect
sense.
 
I am a former employer.   I’ve owned furniture factories and cabinet shops over the years,
employing from a few to over 40 employees.   My current shop was built to employ ten
employees but the most employees we could ever amass at once was eight.   The restriction
was finding someone willing to actually show up for work, and then once there, be willing to
put in a productive eight hour day putting out quality work.   Once people stuck around long
enough to pick up the skills required to work efficiently, they could earn as much as $15.00
per hour.  Not enough, I know, but with the other cabinet shops employing illegal workers at
$7.00 to $8.00 per hour, that was the best we could pay.   The wood working industry has
always had wages up to 60% less than other manufacturing industries, the low barrier of
entry for new shops  has always caused professional shops to compete with those working in
their garages or working on site to build cabinets, with the low overhead giving the
unprofessional shops a large advantage.
 
Low wages in itself isn’t 100% of the problem.   Once people figure out how to play the
system, they don’t need to work for low wages if they use Section 8 housing, free medical
care at the emergency room, food stamps, and the other welfare programs.  So companies
like Gibson are hit with both low price foreign competition and finding workers with enough
self esteem that they are willing to work rather than sit on the government dole.  And then
the Obama administration wants to shut them down and ship the jobs overseas.
 
I started winding down the number of employees I worked years ago.  When the internet age
came upon us it was obvious that if your quality was not the best, it mattered not what price
range you were in, unhappy customers would post bad references about your company
online for all to see.  I’ve seen comments where people talked about the price of a set of
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cabinets being the only standard toward choosing a company because they could always
demand quality.  Well, cabinets are like any other product, you get what you pay for, all that
type of customer can do is set themselves up for problems.   So I decided to avoid the low
end of the market, focusing on the upper end where one could charge enough to do top
notch work and avoid the bad reviews.  That meant that I could afford to hire only the best
workers, because the old system of bringing in a new hand and absorbing the cost reworking
his mistakes wasn’t possible anymore.
 
If a manufacture can manage to get past the foreign competition and the lack of work ethic
in the majority of the workers in the lower pay scales, then government regulation is still
there to cause problems.   It was bad enough back in the mid eighties when I had over 40
workers on my payroll, with untold dozens more producing materials, supplies, or
components for my factory.  It is ten times worse these days as Gibson Guitar is finding out.
 
 

 
 
So like John Galt in Atlas Shrugged, I went on strike.   Now I work no employees, just do
what I can do by myself and I’ve found I make more than I did with eight employees even
carrying the enormous overhead of a 10,000 square foot shop.    This strategy is the only
safe way to survive in business these days unless you have a very profitable business and
can just burn money to solve problems.  One wonders how much of the current 9%
unemployment and the enormous under employment is due to capitalist like myself just
refusing to play the game.
 

 
Is  The OBAMA REGIME ARMING U.S. STREET GANGS VIA ATF?

Indiana Gun Sales Draw Scrutiny
 
A few months back the ATF got caught letting weapons get smuggled into Mexico.   Allegedly
part of a sting operation to catch gun shops selling to buyers that weren’t legally able to
purchase guns, they termed it “gun walking” and as it turned out besides Mexico and
Honduras, the ATF might be doing this all over our country.   The article at this link  raises
the question:  Is Obama arming the gangs and Muslims using the ATF?   The story below
talks about an Indiana gun walking scheme sanctioned by the ATF.
 
Full story at Sipsey Street Irregulars 
 
BBQ Fund Raiser Set For Rep John Bennett September

15th
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Don't forget about the John Bennett fund raiser at Sallisaw at the county fair barn at
Redwood and Shirley on Thursday night, the 15th of Sept. @6:00 pm .   I'll be doing some
grassroots training after the meal. The Bar B Q is free, but please contribute to the re-
election campaign funds of Senator Mark Allen and Rep. John Bennett.  Door prizes, silent
auction, and donation jars will be at the door.  There will be a live band, "War Pony", playing
as well.
 
Also remember about the ArmesControl.Com trip on Saturday.  Meet
at the Newcastle Gaming Center before 7:00 am or call me before
9:00 am if you are meeting us in Lawton.  Cell phone reception is
spotty down South so call before we get into the area!
 
 
 
 
If you forward this email be sure and take out the unsubscribe link before you send it to
your friends.   Click on the forward button, then scroll down to where the unsubscribe link is
at the very bottom of the email.  Highlight and it and delete, then it is safe to send.  If you
forward this without deleting the unsubscribe link, any person that unsubscribes will remove
your email address from our data base.
 
  
 
 Remember that we meet each and every Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at The
Carpenter Shop, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK   call 405-412-6233 if you
need directions.  We work at the meetings, not talk.  Come help take your
country back.
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Arnella Karges
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 10:22:00 AM

From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 11:42 AM
To: Arnella Karges
Subject: Another Skill Set From Representative Sullivan, Lying To Police
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Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Exchange
Meeting This Wednesday

 
The first meeting of the Obama Care/Fallin Care task force is to be held on Wednesday September
14th at 9:00 am in the House Chamber at the State Capitol.   I believe they chose this particular
meeting place to avoid having to deal with questions from the audience but a good crowd will remind
them what is waiting for them should they go ahead and implement Obama Care here in Oklahoma.   
Below are the Senators and Representatives on the committee, it would be a good idea to call and
email to remind them that the majority of the citizens of Oklahoma are dead set against Obama
Care/Fallin Care.
 

Light em up..
 

 Make it clear to them that there will be a political price for supporting Obama Care/Fallin Care in any
form or fashion.  Remember that they are practiced politicians, they can sell sand to an Arab, don’t get
in arguments or discussions, tell them what the people of Oklahoma want.

 
 

 Rep. Glen Mulready , Co-Chair         glen.mulready@okhouse.gov      (405) 557-7340
Rep. Randy Grau                                randy.grau@okhouse.gov            (405) 557-7360
Rep. Danny Morgan                           dannymorgan@okhouse.gov        (405)-557-7368
Rep. Jeannie McDaniel                       jeanniemcdaniel@okhouse.gov     (405)-557-7334
Rep. Jason Nelson                              jason.nelson@okhouse.gov          (405) 557-7335
Rep. Doug Cox                                  dougcox@okhouse.gov                (405) 557-7415

 
Senator Gary Stanislawski , Co-Chair     stanislawski@oksenate.gov        405.521.5624   
Senator Cliff Aldridge                             aldridge@oksenate.gov              (405) 521-5584                    
Senator Bill Brown                                 brownb@oksenate.gov               (405) 521-5602                         
Senator Sean Burrage                             garlick@oksenate.gov                 405) 521-5555                      
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The Carpenter Shop is a full
line cabinet and countertop shop
that travels all over the state
building dream kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  
Comtec Security
 
An Oklahoma Company for

Oklahomans.  They offer

service with no contracts, a

distinct difference from other

security companies I've used. 

They believe in liberty,

including the liberty to take

your business eslewhere if they

don't perform to expectations. 

Comtec Security provided the

security make over for

theSooner Tea Party after the

burglarly in May

 

http://www.comtecok.com/
 

 

 

 

 

Senator Brian Crain                                crain@oksenate.gov                    (405) 521-5620                      
Senator John Sparks                               sparks@oksenate.gov                 (405) 521-5553                    

 
  

 
 

 
 Phil Lakin, George Kaiser, and Obama

 
A few weeks ago we went over the candidates for Tulsa City Council.  One of the candidates for
District 8 is Phil Lakin; Phil is also the Chairman of the George Kaiser Family Foundation.  George
Kaiser is one of the investors of the defunct solar energy company that was in the news last week for
going bankrupt owing the U.S. government hundreds of millions of dollars.   Lakin is also on the board
of the Tulsa Community Foundation and other boards.
 
Here is an email from a Washington Post reporter responding after a Tulsa activist reached out with
info on Phil Lakin and George Kaiser:
 
Quote:  
“We are very interested in George Kaiser and any help you might be able to give us would be greatly
appreciated. Our George Kaiser is chairman of Tulsa-based BOK Financial Corp. and owner of Kaiser-
Francis Oil Co. He also is one of Solyndra's biggest backers through an organization known as the
George Kaiser Family Foundation. He is an Oklahoma oilman who bundled campaign contributions
from multiple sources for Obama's 2008 campaign. Kaiser raised, or bundled, $50,000 to $100,000 for
Obama’s 2008 campaign, according to a list that had been posted on Obama’s 2008 campaign website.
He gave $2,300 personally, according to the FEC. 
 
As you probably know, the George Kaiser Family Foundation is a charitable organization based in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and backed by donations from Kaiser. It holds about 35.7 percent of the company,
according to a Solyndra filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Kaiser made three visits
to the White House on March 12, 2009, and one on March 13. Kaiser has denied any direct
involvement in the Solyndra deal. In a statement from his foundation he said he “did not participate in
any discussions with the U.S. government regarding the loan.”
 
The White House meetings put that statement to a test. He met with former Chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisors Austan Goolsbee, Senior Advisor Pete Rouse, Deputy Director of the Domestic
Policy Council Heather Higginbottom and Deputy Director of the National Economic Council Jason
Furman. People who work for him also went to the White House, including chairman and founder
Christian Gronet and Board Members Thomas Baruch and David Prend. This information is according
to the WH visitor logs. Former Chief of Staff Rahm Emmanuel and Adviser Valerie Jarrett reportedly
also met with Kaiser.
 
End quote.
 
 
 
Here are some articles on the George Kaiser/Obama/Solynda loan connection:
Washington Times article 
Bloomberg article
Tulsa World article that came out Sept 8th 
 
Tulsa Today article  
Big Government link  
Washington Times article today  
September 3rd article by Bloomberg  
Solyndra/Obama Connection
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Representative Glen Mulready Talking Trash Again

 
 
Occasionally one of our members asks why we expose so much of the legislator’s dirty laundry and
focus on their response to our newsletters.   For two reasons:
 
1.      It shows people that the legislators are no better than the rest of us, almost anyone could run for
office regardless of what baggage they might have or their “qualifications”.
2.      Their responses to our newsletters are illuminating, especially when they lash out in anger over
the exposure of the seamy side of the legislature.
 
Last week, one of our old sparing partners, Representative Glen Mulready, just had to open his mouth
again.    Like the old joke about the hunter and the grizzly bear, one begins to wonder if Representative
Mulready is doing this for the sport of it.  Representative Mulready was one of the founding members
of the Short Bus Caucus, a group of Republican House members that were running their mouth against
the Tea Party during one of the Republican Caucus meetings.   Here is a link to that May 8th
newsletter where Representative Mulready helped us come up with the name transvestite Republican:  
Transvestite Republicans     
 
So last week Representative Mulready once again shot off his infamous mouth in an email to one of
our allies.  Here is the email:
 
Subject:   Re: A Jerry Springer Batch of Legislators
 
Date:  Fri, 2 Sep 2011 14:25:06 -0500
From:   Glen Mulready
To:  Jim Gxxxx xxxxxxx@cox.net
 
Jim,
I would respectfully suggest to you that your forwarding of this groups "trash" only serves to
undermine your own credibility. 
Hope you are well. 
 
Best,
 
Glen Mulready
Sent from my iPhone, please pardon any typos. 
 
End quote.
 
When challenged by one of the messages recipients, Representative Glen Mulready had this to say:
 
Quote:
 
“BL,
 
So, "relevant to the topic" from your perspective is someones (Sic) innuendo and rumor tossed around
without any kind of evidence. This is one radical person, with no evidence, throwing things out there
about people he doesn't like....plain and simple. 
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The bottom line is no different than I tell my young boys daily. Choose your friends wisely...you will
be known by those you hang out with. If you wish to be identified closely with this group, then by all
means, continue to forward their emails. I'm telling you that this is a quick way for you to move you
and your group towards irrelevance by association. 
 
I have a lot more detail about this groups posting of comments and pictures of my family earlier this
year that I could share with you, but will not take the time. 
 
Choose your friends wisely!
 
Best regards,
 
Glen”
 
End quote.  
 
 

 
 
Representative Mulready's purpose in taking the time to respond to B.L. is obvious; to try to drive a
wedge between the Tea Party and the rural interests.
 
If you have taken one of my classes on the Real Nature of Politics, you will recognize the classic
responses regurgitated by Representative Mulready.  He starts by stating that forwarding the Sooner
Tea Party newsletter undermines B.L.’s credibility.  When a politician tells you something, the first
thing you should ask yourself is how it benefits the politician if you believe what he says.  Think about
it, Representative Mulready is not supporting B.L.’s effort so if B.L. was hurting his credibility then
Representative Mulready would just stay silent and let him hang himself.
 
Next Representative Mulready admits that forwarding something is the same as endorsing something.  
Using that logic, he supports  and endorses the House leaders that voted for the transvestite birth
certificate bill, therefore Representative Mulready supports everything else the House leadership stands
for:  allowing illegal immigration, biometrics on our drivers license for future facial recognition
tracking systems, highway cameras  watching car license plates for ticketing those without insurance
(next will be those that are running an expired tag, next are those driving 5 miles over the speed limit),
implementing the Obama Care/Fallin Care Health insurance exchanges (Mulready is heading that
interim study), stopping Open Carry, and stopping all the Tea Party/Constitutional bills that support the
2nd, 4th. 9th, and 10th Amendments.
 
As to the list of immoral legislators cheating on their spouses, multiple sources backed up each
instance of infidelity.   One case was dropped after a Democrat legislator vouched for the legislator
after approaching him on our behalf; five or six others are still under investigation so we did not put
them on the newsletter.  The   Kirby and Osborn affair was checked using both GOP and Democrat
sources.    The Charles Ortega story was confirmed using legislators and local sources, he is the talk of
the town these days… the old goat!  The Lee Denney story was verified using local sources as well as
multiple legislative sources.
 
We back up 100% of our info before we use it in the newsletter.   As far as ruining a cheating
legislator’s reputation, they ruined it themselves; we are just spreading the news.   As far as the Sooner
Tea Party’s “agenda”, it is simple, force legislators like Representative Mulready to represent their
constituents instead of ruling over them like they are royalty and to force the legislators to support the
Constitution including the Bill of Rights.  It Representative Mulready needs stepped on to force him to
do right, we have no problem stepping on him.
As to posting his family picture, we took the picture off his campaign website.  If he drags his family
into his campaign to claim family values, then what is wrong with using the picture when
Representative Mulready is going against family values?  We posted his family shot next to a drag
queen smoking a cigarette and asked the readers to see if the two men looked alike and to let us know
if Mulready didn't look like a transvestite....  not as single email came in against the article, people
understood that we were pointing out that Mulready was a hypocrite.
 
Lastly, Representative Mulready talks big about not slandering people and tossing around innuendo
and rumor, yet he doesn’t look into the stories before claiming we are “radical” and are slandering
people.  The difference between Representative Mulready and our group is that we put our info out in
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public, Representative Mulready prefers to slink about and whisper lies in private.  And where is
Representative Mulready's outrage over Representative Dan Sullivan's behavior?
 
But the highest nail gets the hammer so Representative Mulready has earned another article in the
newsletter about his character and his refusal to represent the people in his district.  He is an elitist, he
said so at that meeting in May, said that regardless of how the people in his district want him to vote
he is going to vote his way.  I’ve got it on tape, it is going to make a great robo call.
 
Remember always that the Mulreadys of this world believe that the rest of us are sheep to be sheared. 
They stay in power only by dividing any that rise against them.   They are accomplished liars; the most
dangerous of them are the sociopath liars who tend to rise into leadership positions.  They truly believe
they are not lying, from being so wrapped up in their fantasy world and their belief that they are above
everyone else.   

 
  

 
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission Whitewashes

Sullivan Real Estate  Investigation
 
And after all that documentation of the forged document that we looked at last week, what did the
Oklahoma Real Estate Commission do?   They whitewashed the investigation, seizing upon a comment
from Mrs. Sullivan that stated she didn’t know which party altered the document and forged the
initials.   That is the problem with reasonable people, they talk reasonably, and Mrs. Sullivan was just
stating an obvious fact.  Most people would understand that an investigation was required to ascertain
who altered the document and forged the initial.  A bureaucrat on the other hand would jump at the
chance to get this issue off their desk and done with!  All they had to do was question the realtor about
the document and she would have rolled over on either Representative Sullivan or his attorney.
 
Here is the official Investigative Report of the OREC investigator Sherry L. Kueffler.  Look for the file
labeled:
“C-2010-047_Final_(GS )”
 
Here is their contact info:
 
Telephone: (405) 521-3387
Toll Free: 1-866-521-3389

orec.help@orec.ok.gov
 
 

Did Representative Sullivan Lie To
Tulsa Police on September 19th 2007?
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Two weeks ago we told the story of a terrified woman fleeing her home around 11:30 pm, in her night
clothes, barefoot, not even taking the time to grab her cell phone.  A source claimed that after an
argument over continuing the marriage counseling, Representative Sullivan eyes were so dark with
anger that they  were like "looking at the end of the world”. 
 
 Sources say Mrs. Sullivan fled northeast on I-44 in the early hours of September 19th, so afraid for
her life, so  shocked, so intimidated by her husband’s behavior that she could only think of putting
distance between them.  Remember that reports state that Representative Sullivan had been mixing
prescription medicines, over the counter cold medication, and booze.   Documents and emails show
that he was in dire financial straits, had impregnated a House staffer that worked under him at the
capitol during an illicit and illegal affair, and was becoming increasingly unstable.
 
Mrs. Sullivan could think of only one place to go where her reserve deputy/Judicial Committee
Chairman/Representative husband wouldn’t likely find her, a bed and breakfast place near Grand Lake
that she remembered from a previous trip long ago.   She realized that she couldn’t hope to find a
vacancy at 2:00 or 3:00 am so she parked in the parking lot of the Cherokee Yacht Club near
Ketchum, Oklahoma.  
 
 It wasn’t long before a security guard came over to see why a woman was parked by the lake in the
predawn chill.   Dressed in night clothes, shoeless, and scared, the officer recognized the signs of an
abused woman in need of help.   The officer opened up the lobby and allowed Mrs. Sullivan to wait
inside until daylight, then after telling her the bed and breakfast she was searching for had closed the
previous year, the officer recommended another small business that rented secluded lake cabins.
 
The innkeeper was a woman that had also had experience with abused women in shelters and
immediately recognized the tell tale signs:   no shoes, no luggage, night clothing rather than suitable
attire, a woman clearly frightened that her husband would find her and do harm.  Since Mrs. Sullivan
was still terrified of being found, the innkeeper suggested parking the car away from the cabin,
lessening the chance that Representative Sullivan could track her down.
 
And what was Representative Sullivan doing about this time?  Well, he had gone to work.   Doesn’t
sound like something that a normal husband would do after his wife fled in terror the night before,
most would be out looking for her or calling her friends and family, perhaps even calling the state
police since she was the wife of a legislator.  But not Representative Sullivan, where most of us would
have been worried sick, Representative Sullivan went to work, had lunch, and went home.
 
Finally around 9:30 pm Representative Sullivan reported his wife missing, twenty two hours after she
fled.  Representative Sullivan told the officer of the cell phone left behind, that he had called his
family and friends in an effort to find her, and had looked online to see if she had used her credit cards
or withdrew money from an ATM.   The police report states that Representative Sullivan said that he
didn’t believe that Mrs. Sullivan was suicidal but she had been upset over health issues.  No mention
of the argument that turned physical, no mention of the marriage counseling as a result of
Representative Sullivan’s infidelities, Representative Sullivan chose to lie and say Mrs. Sullivan was
upset over health issues…
 

 Look for the file labeled:    “Missing Person Police Report 9 19 2007”.
 
But much later Representative Sullivan testified under oath as part of the divorce proceedings.  During
his testimony Sullivan denied that he had told the Tulsa Police that Mrs. Sullivan was worried about
her health the night she fled.   In fact Representative Sullivan admitted on the witness stand that
they had had an argument which caused Mrs. Sullivan to flee.  
 
“Representative Sullivan Deposition Proving He Lied About The Reason Mrs. Sullivan Fled”
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Okay, some of you might say, so Representative Sullivan didn’t want to air his dirty laundry.  He told
a little white lie to save face.    If that were all, we wouldn’t be reporting this but what came next is
absolutely chilling.
The missing person report also states:  
 
 “Dan, who is also a TCSO reserve deputy, verified that his only owned weapon was accounted for in
their home.” 
 

Did Representative Sullivan own only one weapon?
 
Representative Sullivan claimed only one gun in his statement to the Tulsa police on the missing
person report.   Here is what Sullivan had in the way of weaponry around that time, many of them left
loaded around the home. 
 
 
  S & W 640-1   CD A6703                  
                                                          
New England Arms  SB4 MAG 10 ga     NE320444 
                                                          
Remington  700 7mm mag            250505                 
Remington  742  30-06 A7371364
                                                          
Remington  Nov-48 20ga  5831524                               
Ruger    super BH 44 81-65581  
                                                           
Remington 1100 20ga       N823401                                                             
Mossberg 590 12ga       p603944                                                              
Glock 21C FLD 346 Returned to Sheriffs dept.    
                      
Ruger Sec, six 357 15347399                            
Colt  AR-15 sport 223  66548 
                                                  
Glock 21C    DSV190US                                          
Glock  27      EVN264US                                          
US CARBINE  M1 30   4242553                                               
Remington 870 12 Y502890                                               
S & W  457  45  
 
I counted 16 guns, not one that he told the Tulsa police officer about. 
 
And here are pictures of the guns that Representative Sullivan denied owning.
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Now many people collect guns, nothing wrong with that.  The problem here is Representative Sullivan
lying.
One can only wonder why Representative Sullivan would lie to a police officer about the number of
weapons he owned.  Was he was covering his tracks in case a body was found and ballistic tests were
run?   What we can be certain of is that Representative Sullivan has no qualms about lying to a police
officer or on the witness stand, if it suits his purpose.   All that remains is to ask why Representative
Sullivan lies.   There are three types of liars:
 
1.Pathological Liar, someone that doesn’t lie purposely, they actually believe that they are telling the
truth.
2.Compulsive Liar, someone that lies out of habit because it feels “right”.
3.Sociopaths, someone that lies incessantly in order to get their way and does so with little concern for
others.
 
Of the three types of liar, I believe that Representative Sullivan better fits the Sociopath model better
than any other. link to list of traits of sociopaths.
 

 
Yes, this was a messy divorce! But if character matters, something that the country forgot when they
elected Bill Clinton, and if past behavior is indicative of future behavior, do we dare allow
Representative Sullivan to walk away from his behavior and crimes without penalty?  Do we dare
allow the other 148 legislators think that if Representative Sullivan got away with it, that they can get
away with it?
 
Here is the contact info for the Speaker of the House, Kris Steele and for the GRDA, who is
considering Representative Sullivan for the top CEO position.  Please call them and give them your
opinion on this matter.
.
 
Kris Steele:    (405) 557-7345       krissteele@okhouse.gov
 
GRDA            (918) 256-5545      Michael Kiefner, interim CEO 
 
Oh, and what happened to Mrs. Sullivan?  Her brother and her sister in law found her on Thursday,
two days after she had gone missing.  They had gone online to the Pike Pass website and found the
Vinita exit charge, then cruised around till one of them spotted her car. 
 
 Representative Sullivan never went looking for her.
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Obama Administration Exporting American Jobs 
DOJ Advises Gibson Guitar to Export Labor to Madagascar

 
This story has been in the woodworking journals for some time.   Gibson Guitar was raided in  2009
and despite their exotic woods coming from certified importers, millions of dollars worth of lumber 
and finished guitars were confiscated.   Their competitors, Martin Guitar and Fender Guitar, use the
same importer but they haven’t been raided, likely due to the owner of Martin Guitar being an Obama
donor and both companies not having the  deep pockets that Gibson Guitar posesses.   Despite
obtaining letters from the Madagascar government stating that  the wood in question was exported
legally, the Obama administration contends that the wood was imported in violation of Madagascar law
(not U.S. law!).
 
The wood the Government seized on August 24 is from a Forest Stewardship Council certified supplier
and is FSC Controlled, meaning that the wood complies with the standards of the Forest Stewardship
Council, which is an industry-recognized and independent, not-for-profit organization established to
promote responsible management of the world’s forests.   I’ve seen articles in the wood working
journals about Gibson Guitar’s commitment to the Forest Stewardship Council program.
 
The Obama administration contends that only finished wood products are allowed to be exported from
Madagascar and have told the Gibson Guitar company that all of this would go away if they moved
production into the country that exported the exotic woods.  Gibson is one of those rare companies that
has been able to keep ahead of foreign imports by focusing on top quality products, keeping hundreds
of jobs right here in the U.S.
 
I firmly believe that there is no such thing as a crazy person or a crazy law.   Most alleged insanity
usually looks reasonable once viewed from the correct angle.  If one believes the Cloward-Pivens
strategy is behind the Obama administration wanting to close down an American factory and send the
jobs to Madagascar, then this story begins to make perfect sense.
 
I am a former employer.   I’ve owned furniture factories and cabinet shops over the years, employing
from a few to over 40 employees.   My current shop was built to employ ten employees but the most
employees we could ever amass at once was eight.   The restriction was finding someone willing to
actually show up for work, and then once there, be willing to put in a productive eight hour day putting
out quality work.   Once people stuck around long enough to pick up the skills required to work
efficiently, they could earn as much as $15.00 per hour.  Not enough, I know, but with the other
cabinet shops employing illegal workers at $7.00 to $8.00 per hour, that was the best we could pay.  
The wood working industry has always had wages up to 60% less than other manufacturing industries,
the low barrier of entry for new shops  has always caused professional shops to compete with those
working in their garages or working on site to build cabinets, with the low overhead giving the
unprofessional shops a large advantage.
 
Low wages in itself isn’t 100% of the problem.   Once people figure out how to play the system, they
don’t need to work for low wages if they use Section 8 housing, free medical care at the emergency
room, food stamps, and the other welfare programs.  So companies like Gibson are hit with both low
price foreign competition and finding workers with enough self esteem that they are willing to work
rather than sit on the government dole.  And then the Obama administration wants to shut them down
and ship the jobs overseas.
 
I started winding down the number of employees I worked years ago.  When the internet age came
upon us it was obvious that if your quality was not the best, it mattered not what price range you were
in, unhappy customers would post bad references about your company online for all to see.  I’ve seen
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comments where people talked about the price of a set of cabinets being the only standard toward
choosing a company because they could always demand quality.  Well, cabinets are like any other
product, you get what you pay for, all that type of customer can do is set themselves up for problems.  
So I decided to avoid the low end of the market, focusing on the upper end where one could charge
enough to do top notch work and avoid the bad reviews.  That meant that I could afford to hire only
the best workers, because the old system of bringing in a new hand and absorbing the cost reworking
his mistakes wasn’t possible anymore.
 
If a manufacture can manage to get past the foreign competition and the lack of work ethic in the
majority of the workers in the lower pay scales, then government regulation is still there to cause
problems.   It was bad enough back in the mid eighties when I had over 40 workers on my payroll,
with untold dozens more producing materials, supplies, or components for my factory.  It is ten times
worse these days as Gibson Guitar is finding out.
 
 

 
 
So like John Galt in Atlas Shrugged, I went on strike.   Now I work no employees, just do what I can
do by myself and I’ve found I make more than I did with eight employees even carrying the enormous
overhead of a 10,000 square foot shop.    This strategy is the only safe way to survive in business these
days unless you have a very profitable business and can just burn money to solve problems.  One
wonders how much of the current 9% unemployment and the enormous under employment is due to
capitalist like myself just refusing to play the game.
 

 
Is  The OBAMA REGIME ARMING U.S. STREET GANGS VIA ATF?

Indiana Gun Sales Draw Scrutiny
 
A few months back the ATF got caught letting weapons get smuggled into Mexico.   Allegedly part of
a sting operation to catch gun shops selling to buyers that weren’t legally able to purchase guns, they
termed it “gun walking” and as it turned out besides Mexico and Honduras, the ATF might be doing
this all over our country.   The article at this link  raises the question:  Is Obama arming the gangs and
Muslims using the ATF?   The story below talks about an Indiana gun walking scheme sanctioned by
the ATF.
 
Full story at Sipsey Street Irregulars 
 

BBQ Fund Raiser Set For Rep John Bennett September 15th
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Don't forget about the John Bennett fund raiser at Sallisaw at the county fair barn at Redwood and
Shirley on Thursday night, the 15th of Sept. @6:00 pm .   I'll be doing some grassroots training after
the meal. The Bar B Q is free, but please contribute to the re-election campaign funds of Senator Mark
Allen and Rep. John Bennett.  Door prizes, silent auction, and donation jars will be at the door.  There
will be a live band, "War Pony", playing as well.
 
Also remember about the ArmesControl.Com trip on Saturday.  Meet at the
Newcastle Gaming Center before 7:00 am or call me before 9:00 am if you are
meeting us in Lawton.  Cell phone reception is spotty down South so call before
we get into the area!
 
 
 
 
If you forward this email be sure and take out the unsubscribe link before you send it to your friends.  
Click on the forward button, then scroll down to where the unsubscribe link is at the very bottom of the
email.  Highlight and it and delete, then it is safe to send.  If you forward this without deleting the
unsubscribe link, any person that unsubscribes will remove your email address from our data base.
 
  
 

 Remember that we meet each and every Wednesday night at 6:00 pm at The
Carpenter Shop, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK   call 405-412-6233 if you need
directions.  We work at the meetings, not talk.  Come help take your country back.
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call
costs.  We are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as
we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our
country. 
 

 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a
debit card, or a bank transfer.

size=1 width="50%" noshade color=black align=center>
Unsubscribe / Change Profile 

Powered by YMLP
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz; Craig Perry; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 11:04:30 AM

Ugh. I’m going to have to say no but perhaps we can send someone to the ocpac meeting?
 

From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Rep. Key is requesting an appointment with Governor Fallin on either February 7th or 8th  to
introduce Mr. Benjamin Domenech and Kendal Antekier of The Heartland Institute, and discuss
HealthCare Exchanges.  Mr. Domenech and Ms. Antekier will be in the state to share expertise on
this subject.   The dates and times they are sharing the information is listed below:

Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
Please advise if Governor Fallin has time in her schedule. 
 
Information about The Heartland Institute and Mr. Domench is listed below:
Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland
Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal
Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-
old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower
people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market
solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public
policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state
elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business
leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and
professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials
currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local
elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials
read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication
changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual
budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding.
Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on
national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter for U.S.
Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with
Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture,
published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing,
where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports.
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He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site,
and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the
marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in
2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the
Constitution.
 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
Chair, Insurance Committee
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 9:08:59 AM

Have we replied yet? I don’t think she can do any of those times…
 

From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Rep. Key is requesting an appointment with Governor Fallin on either February 7th or 8th  to
introduce Mr. Benjamin Domenech and Kendal Antekier of The Heartland Institute, and discuss
HealthCare Exchanges.  Mr. Domenech and Ms. Antekier will be in the state to share expertise on
this subject.   The dates and times they are sharing the information is listed below:

Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
Please advise if Governor Fallin has time in her schedule. 
 
Information about The Heartland Institute and Mr. Domench is listed below:
Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland
Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal
Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-
old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower
people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market
solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public
policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state
elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business
leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and
professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials
currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local
elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials
read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication
changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual
budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding.
Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on
national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter for U.S.
Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with
Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture,
published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing,
where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports.
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He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site,
and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the
marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in
2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the
Constitution.
 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
Chair, Insurance Committee
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.

22855

mailto:sharon.brown@okhouse.gov


From: Denise Northrup
To: Dana Wolpert; Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Appointment with the Governor
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 9:08:59 AM

Have we replied yet? I don’t think she can do any of those times…
 

From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 10:59 AM
To: Denise Northrup; AJ Mallory
Subject: Appointment with the Governor
 
Rep. Key is requesting an appointment with Governor Fallin on either February 7th or 8th  to
introduce Mr. Benjamin Domenech and Kendal Antekier of The Heartland Institute, and discuss
HealthCare Exchanges.  Mr. Domenech and Ms. Antekier will be in the state to share expertise on
this subject.   The dates and times they are sharing the information is listed below:

Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
Please advise if Governor Fallin has time in her schedule. 
 
Information about The Heartland Institute and Mr. Domench is listed below:
Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland
Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal
Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-
old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower
people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market
solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public
policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state
elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business
leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and
professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials
currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local
elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials
read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication
changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual
budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding.
Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on
national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter for U.S.
Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with
Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture,
published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing,
where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports.
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He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site,
and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the
marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in
2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the
Constitution.
 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
Chair, Insurance Committee
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.
 
 
 
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

FYI 

Katie Altshuler 

Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee: Alex Weintz 

Fw: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable" 

Friday, November 09, 2012 8:43:20 AM 

From: Michael Cannon 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 08:31 AM 
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Attn state officials: "Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable" 

NATIONAL REVIEW ONLINE 

Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable 

By Michael F. Cannon 
November 9 2012 4·00 AM 

President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked state 

officials to decide by Friday, November 16, whether their state will create one 
of Obamacare's health-insurance "exchanges." States also have to decide 
whether to implement the law's massive expansion of Medicaid. The correct 
answer to both questions remains a resounding no. 

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less protection of 
religious freedom. States are better off defaulting to a federal exchange. The 
Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky a proposition. Republican 
Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell (R.,Va.) agrees, and 
has announced that Virginia will implement neither provision. 

There are many arguments against creating exchanges. 

First, states are under no obligation to create one. 

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states. 
Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia have enacted either 
statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state employees to 
participate in an essential exchange function: implementing Obamacare' s 
individual and employer mandates. 

Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to $100 
million per year, necessitating tax increases. 
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Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the “deadlines” for
implementing REAL ID, which have been pushed back repeatedly since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose. 

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All
exchanges will be controlled by Washington.

Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal “fallback” exchanges. So
Washington may not be able to impose Exchanges on states at all.

Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information that
states need before they can make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame when
Obamacare increases insurance premiums and denies care to the sick. State
officials won’t want their names on this disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a “public
option” that would drive domestic health-insurance carriers out of business
through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family
Foundation poll found that only 38 percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state’s employers from
the employer mandate — a tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the tax applies
to companies with more than 59 employees, but for such companies that tax
applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all states did so, that would
exempt 18 million Americans from the individual mandate’s tax of $2,085 per
family of four. Avoiding those taxes improves a state’s prospects for job
creation, and protects the conscience rights of employers and individuals
whom the Obama administration is forcing to purchase contraceptives
coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare offers its
deficit-financed subsidies to private health insurers only through state-created
exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits would fall by roughly $700
billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare’s Medicaid
expansion. The Supreme Court gave states that option. All states should
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exercise it. 

Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private health
care and insurance, crowds out private health insurance and long-term-care
insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the economic ladder.
There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves health outcomes,
and no evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing so. 

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will cost
individual states up to $53 billion over the first ten years. That’s before an
emboldened President Obama follows through on his threats to shift more
Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand
Medicaid. If all states politely decline, federal deficits will shrink by another
$900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still
unpopular. The presidential election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted the
first person to enact Obamacare against the second person to enact it. Since
the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition to both
implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.

If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen Obamacare.
With a GOP-controlled House, opponents will be in a much stronger position
than they were when this harmful law was enacted.

— Michael F. Cannon is director of health policy studies at the Cato Institute
and co-editor of Replacing ObamaCare (Cato, 2012).
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From: Tammie Wright
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: BEGINNING 512A: Heartland event speaking about ObamaCare & The Affordable Care Act
Date: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 10:25:28 AM
Attachments: CKHeartlandInvite02252012.doc

You are probably already aware of these, but thought I’d pass the information on to you. Thanks!
 

Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
www.FallinforBusiness.com
 
From: Sharon Brown [mailto:Sharon.Brown@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 9:15 AM
Subject: BEGINNING 512A: Heartland event speaking about ObamaCare & The Affordable Care Act
 
Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A
Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
 
The general public is invited to any of these events.
 
 

 

 

 
Sharon Brown,
Legislative Assistant for
Representative Charles Key,
District 90
405 557-7354
sharon.brown@okhouse.gov
.

 
 .
NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
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January 25, 2012


 Health Exchanges have become a controversial issue as they are mandated by The Affordable Care Act, aka ObamaCare.  Many states have challenged their constitutionality and others have passed laws nullifying implementation of the Affordable Care Act, or parts of it, in their state.

These exchanges are the cornerstone of The Affordable Care Act and without the exchanges ObamaCare cannot be fully implemented.  Understanding our options as a state are very important not only because this law is a major piece of legislation but because it will fundamentally change our way of life.


I have been working with The Heartland Institute on this subject and want to extend an invitation to you to attend one or all of three presentations to learn about Health Care Exchanges, The Affordable Care Act, and what we can do in Oklahoma to protect our citizens.


Benjamin Domenech, managing editor of Health Care News and a research fellow at The Heartland Institute, has agreed to come to the State Capitol and share his expertise on this subject.   Kendal Antekier of the Heartland Institute will also be in attendance.   The Heartland Institute is a 27-year-old national nonprofit research organization dedicated to finding and promoting ideas that empower people. Founded in Chicago in 1984, its mission is to discover, develop, and promote free-market solutions to social and economic problems. The Heartland Institute distributes six monthly public policy newspapers addressing the major domestic public policy issues to every national and state elected official in the U.S. plus 8,400 county and local officials and thousands of civic and business leaders. It also produces books, policy studies, and booklets. Approximately 130 academics and professional economists participate in its peer review process, and more than 200 elected officials currently serve on its Legislative Forum. A telephone survey of randomly selected state and local elected officials conducted in 2011 found 79% of state legislators and 63% of local elected officials read at least one of Heartland’s publications, and 45% of state legislators say a Heartland publication changed their mind or led to a change in public policy. Approximately 1,800 support an annual budget of $6 million. Heartland does not accept government funding. 

Mr. Domenech joined The Heartland Institute in 2009 after several years working and writing on national health care policy, beginning with a political appointment as speechwriter to U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and continuing as chief speechwriter 
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for U.S. Senator John Cornyn during the Medicare Part D debate on Capitol Hill.  In addition to his work with Heartland, Benjamin is currently editor of The City, an academic journal of faith, politics, and culture, published by Houston Baptist University. He previously worked as a book editor for Eagle Publishing, where he edited multiple New York Times bestsellers in the arenas of politics, history, and sports. He was a founding board member of Redstate, a prominent conservative activist community site, and co-hosts Coffee & Markets, an award-winning daily podcast focused on politics, policy, and the marketplace.  Educated at the College of William & Mary and University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Benjamin regularly writes opinion columns for the Washington Examiner and RealClearWorld, and in 2009 he was chosen as a Journalism Fellow by the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution. 

For your convenience and because of demanding schedules, there will be three different events to make it possible for you to attend.  Each presentation will not be the same although each will include discussion of the effect of Health Care Exchanges & Reform information.  The times and locations are:


Tuesday, February 7th @ approximately 9:30am (following session), House Chamber


Wednesday, February 8th @ 9:00am in the State Capitol, room 512A


Wednesday, February 8th @ noon @ OCPAC @ Italiano’s, 4801 N. Lincoln Boulevard


The general public is invited to any of these events.


I hope you will attend.


Sincerely,




Charles Key


CK:sb

                  





       Committees:





Insurance, Chair


Adm. Rules & Gov’t Oversight


Econ Dev, Tourism & Fin Svcs


Approp  & Budget – Gen Gov’t














CHARLES D. KEY


State Capitol Building, Room 405


2300 North Lincoln


Oklahoma City, OK  73105


Office:  (405) 557-7354   


Fax:  (405) 962-7617


charles.key@okhouse.gov



















unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Biden Pool #4c: More Grossman/VP exchange quotes
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 2:49:20 PM

 
From: Memoli, Michael [mailto:michael.memoli@latimes.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 03:43 PM
To: Allen, Liz 
Subject: Biden Pool #4c: More Grossman/VP exchange quotes 
 
The following verbatim is courtesy of the incomparable Carrie Dann of NBC, who was shooting the
scene at the deli from closer range.

She informs that as the VP was interacting with others at the table, Grossman nodded in her direction:
"Bunch of Democrats," and laughed. 

The Q&A:

Biden: "So what's the question?"

Grossman: "Regarding health care,"

Biden: "Yep."

Grossman: A minimum of 12,000 a year where do you feel that Obamacare program that started to be
instituted will come into play and how will that help  -

Biden: It will help you, it will help you dramatically. Again, I don't know what your income, but if your
income is below $125,000

Grossman: It's not

Biden: It's above 125?

Grossman: Yes it is

Biden: Well you will still be okay. you can now go into an exchange, in 2014, in 2013 there's an
exchange. There's a reason why if you did the same thing you're doing now for Citibank your health
care would be a lot better. And the reason is they can barter because they got 125k employees. So
what these exchanges will do is you'll be able to enter into an exchange, with let's say there are, there
are probably somewhere in excess of 2m people in Florida who are either independent contractors or
they're in health care plans that they think are too expensive. And what you're going to do is they'll all
sign up for this 1 exchange, all the people in the state who want to be in the exchange. And any
insurance company that sells insurance in that exchange has to do 5 things.(crosstalk) One of which is
that they have to make sure that pre-existing conditions are covered. They have to make sure that
there is no lifetime limit on your insurance, they have to make sure that they built all these safeguards.
So every insurance company that's competing (food comes - "holy mackerel!")  So anyway, you will be
able to get better health care than you get now in terms of cost for a lot less money.

Grossman: Will my bill go down?

Biden: Your bill will go down and the reason it will go down is you will be right now

Grossman: And that's in 2014? So this stuff really hasn't come into effect yet ?
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Biden: Yes, it hasn't. and the reason it hasn't is we want to make sure that we paid for everything we
said the health care bill would do. What's gone into effect so far is if you have children ... 

Grossman: ... They're covered until ...

Biden: Yeah if they have a preexisting condition, et cetera you have much more bargaining power in the
exchange. So the exchange says we're not going to pay more than a penny for this. we're not going to
pay a penny and a quarter. they say to you you're paying a penny and quarter, ask you where you
gonna go? you're out there by yourself, you have no bargaining power. that's the fundamental thing
that will change for you

Grossman: Is there a percentage decrease that you anticipate will come from this? because it seems like
right now that it's highway robbery

Biden: There's been all kinds of estimates that, what it will save. the best way to look at it is if you
could find a company that had a similar number of employees what they're paying for the coverage is
what you'd pay for it. it's hard to make a generalization, it depends on the size of the exchange, how
many people are competing, how many companies compete.

Grossman: But you do believe that it will decrease cost? And it will improve in terms of the benefits?

Biden: Well yes because you can get more benefits for less money. so let's say that you had a low
benefit plan now that was a high cost. you wanted to keep the same low benefit plan again well then
you can get that same plan for considerably less cost. if you have a low benefit plan now at a high cost
and you said now what you want is a very high benefit plan the cost will still go down but not as much
as if you kept the same low benefit plan. So it's choice, you get to choose among those insurance
companies that are competing as part of the exchanges.  so people say well why would they be part of
the exchange, well you've got 500k, 200k you know, a million, depending on the size of the state
people in the exchange.

Grossman: so it's a state plan not a federal plan.

Biden: No it's federal. no no excuse me it's a private plan, the state sets up the exchange and it has to
meet certain criteria. If the state doesn't set the exchange up, then the federal government will set the
exchange up, HHS will set it up. so, and already states are beginning to set up these exchanges to get
ready for the implementation of the law.

Grossman: so if the republicans take the presidency this year, will all those things you'd put into effect
be recounted and no longer exist, theyre all gone, we're back at square one, i'm at the same amount of
money the same crappy insurance

Biden: you're probably going to be (inaud)  all the stuff now that is happening, benefits other people on
the plan that all gets wiped out

Grossman: so you're back to square one ... 
-----
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From: wanda galland
To: Travis & Elizabeth
Subject: Fw: Billions to be unleashed for abortions! Act now!
Date: Thursday, August 30, 2012 2:21:51 AM

Texas just passed a law to defund Planned Parenthood.  All States should follow.
I signed the petition and sent a note to Rand Paul to this effect in "REPLY" box.
Wanda
 

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Rand Paul <rand.paul@nationalprolifealliance.com>

To: Wanda Galland  

Sent: Friday, August 24, 2012 10:52 AM

Subject: Billions to be unleashed for abortions! Act now!

Dear Wanda, 

Will you act at once to stop President Obama and the
abortion lobby from unleashing billions of tax dollars for
the destruction of innocent, unborn human life?

If so, I hope you will sign the petition to your
Congressman and two United States Senators that I will link
to in a moment.

The fact is the Obama Administration and pro-abortion
politicians in the last Congress pushed through a litany of
radical plans to fund their friends in the abortion lobby at
a cost of up to 12 billion of your tax dollars.

For instance, they rammed through legislation that:
***  Will directly channel $7 billion in taxpayer
funding to abortion providers like Planned Parenthood
under the guise of community health services;
***  Will force ALL taxpayers to buy government approved
insurance plans that MUST pay for abortive drugs and
procedures;
***  Forces taxpayers to spend millions more to promote
the abortion industry's newest abortifacient drugs;
***  Opens the floodgates of tax dollars for abortion
under the guise of foreign aid, side-stepping Ronald
Reagan's long-standing Mexico City Policy.
That's why I hope you will sign the petition to the

National Pro-Life Alliance in just a moment.
You see, the reality is that scores of politicians who

claimed to be pro-life yet voted for ObamaCare's $7 billion
subsidy for the abortion lobby were tossed out last year.

In the Senate, even though Majority Leader Harry Reid
barely held his own seat, it was DESPITE his pro-abortion
agenda.

So pro-lifers are starting from a strong position in the
campaign to end tax dollars for abortion.

Therefore, let me be blunt.
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If a politician claims to be pro-life while voting for
billions of tax dollars for abortion and abortionists, he is
lying.

By putting politicians on record, one of two things will
happen:

Either pro-lifers will stop the flow of tax dollars to
the abortionist's bloody trade...

... or we will expose a whole pack of wolves in sheep's
clothing, making them vulnerable to defeat in the next
election.

The only way pro-lifers can lose is by doing nothing.
So here's what I hope and pray you'll do:
Click here to sign the National Pro- Life Alliance

petition to your Congressman and two United States Senators &
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell and House Speaker John
Boehner.

Your petition, combined with those from thousands of
other pro-lifers, will let politicians know in no uncertain
terms that their constituents demand they stop ALL taxpayer
funding of abortion.

Along with your petition, I urge you to also chip in
with your most generous contribution to the National Pro-Life
Alliance.

This is a winning issue.
And with your help the National Pro-Life Alliance will

rally hundreds of thousands of pro-lifers and taxpayers to
stop Obama's pro-abortion agenda.

With the ongoing debate on the budget, the National Pro-
Life Alliance's goal is to generate at least two million
petitions demanding a clear prohibition in the budget against
ALL taxpayer funding of abortion.

But to mobilize every pro-lifer, they must count on your
maximum gift at once.

So please click here to sign your petition.
And after you sign, please help the National Pro-Life

Alliance with a contribution of at least $25 or $50. Some
people have already given as much as $500. Others have given
$15 and $100.

But no matter how much you can contribute, whether it's
$5000 or $50, I guarantee your contribution is urgently
needed and will be deeply appreciated.

You can be sure that the abortion lobby will not give up
their power nor your tax money without a fight.

That's why I hope and pray that you will not delay a
moment and chip in with a donation of $10, $25, or more to
help the National Pro-Life Alliance fight the abortion lobby
on all fronts.

But whatever you can give, please click here to sign
your petition to the National Pro-Life Alliance.

It is crucial in the fight to end the government-
subsidized slaughter of the innocent unborn.
Sincerely, 

 
Rand Paul,
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United States Senator

P.S.  With public opinion on our side, pro-lifers can
stop taxpayer funding of abortion by letting
politicians know that voting for tax subsidies for
abortion will have severe political consequences.
So please click here to sign the petition and
afterwards chip in $10, $25, or more to help the
National Pro-Life Alliance fight the abortion lobby on
all fronts.

This message was intended for:  

You were added to the system November 10, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Debbie Hohlt
To: Lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; Marie Sanderson; Katie Altshuler; Dona DeLeon
Subject: FW: BNA - Most States Likely to Operate ‘Hybrid’ Health Insurance Exchanges, Official Says
Date: Friday, July 22, 2011 11:20:25 AM
Attachments: image004.png

Fyi….good piece
 
Deborah Hohlt
202-624-1474 (office)

 (cell)
 
 

Health Care
Most States Likely to Operate ‘Hybrid’ Health Insurance Exchanges, Official Says 
 
Most states are likely to operate “hybrid” health insurance exchanges in partnership with the federal government
when the online markets for individuals and small businesses begin in 2014 under the health care reform law, the
head of the office that oversees insurance regulation said July 21.
 
Most states will probably fall between performing all the functions of health insurance exchanges under the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and having the federal government operate them, Steve Larsen,
deputy administrator and director of the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight in the Centers
for Medicare &  Medicaid Services, said at a breakfast press briefing sponsored by Health Affairs magazine.
 
“At one end of the spectrum you can have a fully operational state exchange, where the state performs all of the
exchange functions,”including determining customers' eligibility to receive premium subsidies, enrolling members,
determining whether health insurance plans meet qualifying standards, and operating a consumer call center,
Larsen said.
 
“At the other end of the spectrum ... we may have what I think will be a small handful of states in which the state
plays no role in the exchange,” he said. Under PPACA, the federal government will set up exchanges in states
that are not certified by the Department of Health and Human Services to operate their own exchanges.
 
In the “large middle” will be a hybrid model, in which states may perform some of functions required of the
exchange markets by PPACA, Larsen said. In those states, the federal government will “back fill” functions that
the state does not perform, he said.
 
Rules Offer Partnership Option
 
Proposed regulations announced by HHS would allow for a state-federal partnership in operating the exchanges,
Larsen said. “This allows the states to continue to play an active role in the development of exchanges, even if
they're not completely ready to take on 100 percent of the exchange functions,” he said. Under a proposed rule,
states can decide to operate their own exchanges after 2014 by giving 12 months’ notice and providing a
transition plan.
 
HHS released two proposed rules July 11 that set out requirements states must meet to set up their own
exchanges (133 DER A-21, 7/12/11).
 
States may decide to perform functions such as qualifying health plans, taking responsibility for retail and
consumer aspects of the exchanges, and setting up local offices and websites, Larsen said. The federal
government may handle functions, such as determining eligibility for premium subsidies or determining eligibility
for participation in Medicaid or the Children's Health Insurance Program, he said.
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Grants are available for states to create exchanges and operate them until  2015, Larsen said. The federal
government will pay to operate its own exchanges or any exchange functions not performed by the states.
 
State Exchange Assessments to Begin
 
HHS will begin to assess state progress toward setting up health insurance exchanges this summer and fall,
Larsen said.
 
“We are not yet at the point where we're actively benchmarking every state against every milestone in terms of
the progress, but that is something that we will start to do ... this summer and this fall,” he said.
 
More than 40 states have been communicating with stakeholder groups about the exchanges, he said. About half
of the states have a task force on exchanges and are holding regular interagency meetings to plan for them, he
said. In addition, about 30 states have started an information technology analysis to set up exchanges.
 
“States, we believe, are making good progress, although in different ways and at different rates,” Larsen said.
Ten states have enacted legislation to set up their own exchanges, and legislation is pending or will be
introduced when state legislatures convene next year in “about the same number,” he said. “With the exception of
...a few outliers, almost every state is making some kind of progress across this spectrum of activity and moving
forward,” he said.
 
In order for the exchange markets to be in operation by 2014, HHS must make a determination by January 2013
on whether states have made sufficient progress in meeting HHS requirements for exchanges, Larsen said.
“Because [states] are progressing at different rates, we have to kind of calibrate our activities in different states,
depending on what progress they're making,” he said.
 
Work on Federal Exchanges 
 
HHS will release “further guidance in some form” to clarify how it will set up an exchange or portions of an
exchange in states that do not, Larsen said. He would not give a time frame for the guidance. “It's not clear
whether it would even have to be a regulation,” he said.
 
HHS has issued two Statements of Work procurement requests to develop federal exchange functions and to
develop an “IT hub,”a data clearinghouse that it will operate with the Internal Revenue Service to determine
eligibility for premium tax credits, Larsen said. “We've initiated work on both of those two functions, and I think
that will definitely accelerate over the next nine months,” he said.
 
To encourage market stability, HHS is considering running any federally operated exchanges for the first few
years under an “open market”model in which all health plans that meet federal qualifications are allowed to
participate, Larsen said. Utah has such an open market model, while Massachusetts operates its exchange as an
“active purchaser” in which the exchange negotiates rates with insurers.
 
“It's certainly something that is part of the mix of thinking,”he said. “States can also choose ... as could we, to
start out with the open-market model and transition over to a different model if circumstances merit it.”
 
Essential Health Benefits
 
Later this year HHS will issue regulations determining “essential health benefits” that must be offered by plans
that are qualified to be sold in the exchanges, Larsen said.
 
He would not say whether HHS may allow states to determine their own essential health benefits package. But,
he said, “There are certainly a range of approaches that you could take in determining what essential health
benefits are, kind of like the range of approaches that we've taken with the exchanges. You can take a very
prescriptive approach, or you can take a more open-ended approach with some of the gaps to be filled in by
states or even by health plans.”
 
Regulatory guidance is still to be issued on eligibility and enrollment functions of exchanges, Larsen said. A
future rulemaking governing quality issues also will be issued, he said. That rule will concern quality improvement
strategies that qualified health plans sold in the exchanges must engage in, as well as rankings of issuers based
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on quality metrics that will be available on exchange websites. He declined to give timetables.
 
Limited Benefit Plans, Expatriates
 
In addition, HHS expects to issue a modification to the medical loss ratio regulation for limited benefit plans and
plans for expatriates by the end of the year, Larsen said. Under PPACA, insurers must spend 80 percent to 85
percent of premium revenue on medical claims or efforts to improve care quality or refund the difference to
policyholders beginning in 2012. Temporary relief was granted for “mini-med”limited benefit plans and expatriate
plans.
 
Temporary adjustments from the medical loss ratio requirement requested by North Dakota, Iowa, and Kentucky
will be decided the week of July 25, Larsen said.
 
How state and federal exchanges will interact with private health insurance exchanges that are being created
“will really play out more clearly in the next six to nine months,” Larsen said.
 
“There are a number of groups out there, kind of private exchanges, that have been in touch with governors and
talking about how they can play a constructive role in a state exchange,” Larsen said.
 
“We look forward to those discussions. We are, certainly from our perspective, happy to look at innovative
solutions,” he said. “One size doesn't fit all, and if there are solutions that are going to work in a particular state
that otherwise comply with the basic regulatory requirements for an exchange ... we would encourage that
dialogue and that discussion.”
 
 
 
By Sara Hansard
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Medicaid
State Medicaid Spending to Jump After Loss of Stimulus Funding, Study Says

 

By Ralph Lindeman

Faced with a drop in federal stimulus funding and continuing weakness in the economy, states are

expected to increase their Medicaid spending by as much as 28.7 percent on average in fiscal year

2012, according to a study released Oct. 27 by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured.

The anticipated jump in state Medicaid spending follows two years of declines as a result of a

temporary boost in federal Medicaid payments to states, an increase authorized by the 2009 American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the study noted.

But that temporary, two-year increase in the so-called federal match rate for state Medicaid

expenditures expired June 30, forcing many states to ramp up their own expenditures in FY 2012 to

replace the lost federal funds.

The end of federal stimulus funding was particularly ill-timed, because in 23 states  unemployment

rates are now higher than they were when the stimulus funding began, noted Robin Rudowitz,

associate director of the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, who spoke to reporters on

a conference call to introduce the report.

Study Examines State Budget Trends

The Kaiser study, Moving Ahead Amid Fiscal Challenges: A Look at Medicaid Spending, Coverage and
Policy Trends, examined Medicaid budget trends in the 50 states and the District of Columbia during

fiscal years 2011 and 2012, focusing on states' efforts to rein in spending during a time of economic

weakness and enrollment expansion.

Even as states attempt to impose new cost control measures and move to new delivery models, such

as managed care, Medicaid officials in more than half the states said there was a 50-50 chance they

would see a budget shortfall this fiscal year, according to the Kaiser study.

“Unemployment remains high with increasing numbers of poor and uninsured keeping pressure on

state budgets and Medicaid programs to meet growing needs,” Diane Rowland, executive vice

president of the Kaiser Family Foundation and executive director of the foundation's Commission on
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Medicaid and the Uninsured, said in a statement released with the study. “The cumulative effect of two

recessions since 2001 and a decade of constrained spending has left no cushion and many of the

latest cuts will hit at the core of the Medicaid program.”

Provider Reimbursement, Rx Policies

In an effort to control costs and make do with less federal funding, the study found that many state

Medicaid programs were taking actions including:

• limiting provider reimbursement rates;

• limiting or reducing prescription drug benefits;

• increasing copayments for certain services;

• shifting long-term care to community-based settings; and

• relying more on managed care for delivery of services.

One of the most common strategies used by states to control Medicaid costs was imposing new limits

on provider reimbursement rates, the study found, with 39 states restricting provider reimbursements in

FY 2011 and 46 states reporting plans to do so in FY 2012.

Limiting provider reimbursement rates was one of the few cost control alternatives available to states

because of federal prohibitions against reducing Medicaid benefits or eligibility, the study noted. Under

federal “maintenance of effort” requirements contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Act, states will lose federal Medicaid funding if they impose more restrictive eligibility rules for Medicaid

than they had in place when PPACA was enacted in March 2010.

States continued to implement cost containment strategies for prescription drugs, with 18 states

reporting elimination or reduction of drug benefits for Medicaid enrollees, the Kaiser study said. States

also increased existing copayments or imposed new copayments, particularly for prescription drugs for

adults, according to the study. In FY 2011, five states increased copayments, and in FY 2012, 14

states increased copayment amounts or imposed new copayments, the study said.

Another general trend noted in the study was the move by states to shift long-term care away from

institutions and into community settings.Thirty-two states in FY 2011 and 33 states in FY 2012 took

actions expanding long-term care services to home and community-based service programs, the study

reported. Conversely, 14 states in FY 2011 and 11 in FY 2012 restricted access to long-term care

services.

More States Move to Managed Care

In October 2010, two-thirds of the nation's 54 million Medicaid enrollees were in some sort of state

managed care program, the study found, with 24 states reporting that they planned to expand their

managed care programs for Medicaid enrollees in FY 2012.

States with the largest managed care expansion plans are Kentucky, Louisiana, New Jersey, New

York, and Texas, the study said.

Another area where states were taking action was regarding people eligible for both Medicaid and

Medicare, so-called dual eligibles, the study noted. Working with grants from the Centers for Medicare

& Medicaid Services, 37 states have submitted letters of intent to participate in development of

integrated payment and delivery models to serve dual eligibles, the Kaiser study said. Dual eligibles, a

population of elderly and disabled poor people, account for a disproportionate share of Medicaid and

Medicare spending.
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The Kaiser study is at http://op.bna.com/hl.nsf/r?Open=jcon-8n2pbu.  More information about the

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured and the Kaiser Family Foundation is at

http://www.kff.org/.
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Medicaid
State Medicaid Spending to Jump After Loss of Stimulus Funding, Study Says

 

By Ralph Lindeman

Faced with a drop in federal stimulus funding and continuing weakness in the economy, states are

expected to increase their Medicaid spending by as much as 28.7 percent on average in fiscal year

2012, according to a study released Oct. 27 by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured.

The anticipated jump in state Medicaid spending follows two years of declines as a result of a

temporary boost in federal Medicaid payments to states, an increase authorized by the 2009 American

Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the study noted.

But that temporary, two-year increase in the so-called federal match rate for state Medicaid

expenditures expired June 30, forcing many states to ramp up their own expenditures in FY 2012 to

replace the lost federal funds.

The end of federal stimulus funding was particularly ill-timed, because in 23 states  unemployment

rates are now higher than they were when the stimulus funding began, noted Robin Rudowitz,

associate director of the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, who spoke to reporters on

a conference call to introduce the report.

Study Examines State Budget Trends

The Kaiser study, Moving Ahead Amid Fiscal Challenges: A Look at Medicaid Spending, Coverage and
Policy Trends, examined Medicaid budget trends in the 50 states and the District of Columbia during

fiscal years 2011 and 2012, focusing on states' efforts to rein in spending during a time of economic

weakness and enrollment expansion.

Even as states attempt to impose new cost control measures and move to new delivery models, such

as managed care, Medicaid officials in more than half the states said there was a 50-50 chance they

would see a budget shortfall this fiscal year, according to the Kaiser study.

“Unemployment remains high with increasing numbers of poor and uninsured keeping pressure on

state budgets and Medicaid programs to meet growing needs,” Diane Rowland, executive vice

president of the Kaiser Family Foundation and executive director of the foundation's Commission on
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Medicaid and the Uninsured, said in a statement released with the study. “The cumulative effect of two

recessions since 2001 and a decade of constrained spending has left no cushion and many of the

latest cuts will hit at the core of the Medicaid program.”

Provider Reimbursement, Rx Policies

In an effort to control costs and make do with less federal funding, the study found that many state

Medicaid programs were taking actions including:

• limiting provider reimbursement rates;

• limiting or reducing prescription drug benefits;

• increasing copayments for certain services;

• shifting long-term care to community-based settings; and

• relying more on managed care for delivery of services.

One of the most common strategies used by states to control Medicaid costs was imposing new limits

on provider reimbursement rates, the study found, with 39 states restricting provider reimbursements in

FY 2011 and 46 states reporting plans to do so in FY 2012.

Limiting provider reimbursement rates was one of the few cost control alternatives available to states

because of federal prohibitions against reducing Medicaid benefits or eligibility, the study noted. Under

federal “maintenance of effort” requirements contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Act, states will lose federal Medicaid funding if they impose more restrictive eligibility rules for Medicaid

than they had in place when PPACA was enacted in March 2010.

States continued to implement cost containment strategies for prescription drugs, with 18 states

reporting elimination or reduction of drug benefits for Medicaid enrollees, the Kaiser study said. States

also increased existing copayments or imposed new copayments, particularly for prescription drugs for

adults, according to the study. In FY 2011, five states increased copayments, and in FY 2012, 14

states increased copayment amounts or imposed new copayments, the study said.

Another general trend noted in the study was the move by states to shift long-term care away from

institutions and into community settings.Thirty-two states in FY 2011 and 33 states in FY 2012 took

actions expanding long-term care services to home and community-based service programs, the study

reported. Conversely, 14 states in FY 2011 and 11 in FY 2012 restricted access to long-term care

services.

More States Move to Managed Care

In October 2010, two-thirds of the nation's 54 million Medicaid enrollees were in some sort of state

managed care program, the study found, with 24 states reporting that they planned to expand their

managed care programs for Medicaid enrollees in FY 2012.

States with the largest managed care expansion plans are Kentucky, Louisiana, New Jersey, New

York, and Texas, the study said.

Another area where states were taking action was regarding people eligible for both Medicaid and

Medicare, so-called dual eligibles, the study noted. Working with grants from the Centers for Medicare

& Medicaid Services, 37 states have submitted letters of intent to participate in development of

integrated payment and delivery models to serve dual eligibles, the Kaiser study said. Dual eligibles, a

population of elderly and disabled poor people, account for a disproportionate share of Medicaid and

Medicare spending.
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The Kaiser study is at http://op.bna.com/hl.nsf/r?Open=jcon-8n2pbu.  More information about the

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured and the Kaiser Family Foundation is at

http://www.kff.org/.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Breaking News: "Ghost" of "08 to haunt Obama in 2012?
Date: Monday, March 19, 2012 4:08:35 PM

 
 
From: Tea Party News
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 3:04 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: Breaking News: 'Ghost' of '08 to haunt Obama in 2012?
 

To view this as a web page, click here

 

'Ghost' of '08 To Haunt Obama In
2012?

Has the full extent of President Obama’s

relationship with former Weather Underground

terrorist Bill Ayers been exposed? Is there still

more to the Obama-Ayers affiliation that has

not been... (more)

Obama is a Fraud

Where's the birth certificate? Fax a message to all 50 Governors,
PLUS help keep the Tea Party alive!

Go here now!

 

Martial Law? Obama Issues
Executive Order: 'National Defense
Resources Preparedness'...

We’re getting a lot of e-mail this weekend about

an executive order issued on Friday afternoon

by President Obama titled “National Defense

Resources Preparedness.” While the timing of

the... (more)

 

4 GOP Justices Control Fate of
Unpopular Obamacare

Here's a thought that can't comfort President

Barack Obama: The fate of his health care

overhaul rests with four Republican-appointed

22877

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:email@news.teapartyinfo.org
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HM?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi08_cStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFBw
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi08fcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB2
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi09vcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB3
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi09_cStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB0
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi09_cStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB0
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi09PcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB1
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi09fcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB6
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0ivcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB7
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0i_cStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB4
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0iPcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB5
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0iPcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB5
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0iPcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB5
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0ifcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB-
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0j_cStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB8
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt3_K8SA9MKJMHkbnGHxKLPi0j_cStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFB8


Supreme Court justices. The law could be struck

down if... (more)

Support the continued work of the Tea Party on behalf of our beloved nation.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: BREAKING: 3rd State to Consider Obamacare Nullification
Date: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 3:22:39 PM

Why does n’t Oklahoma do this????? Please advise
 
From: Tenth Amendment Center
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 10:46 AM
To: Judy
Subject: BREAKING: 3rd State to Consider Obamacare Nullification
 

Three and counting - and state legislative sessions don't start in
most areas for another 3-4 months.  The movement is growing.
READ ABOUT IT HERE

Email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Will Maine Nullify Obamacare?

BREAKING.  Maine is officially the

third state that will consider

Obamacare Nullification in 2013.  More

coming soon.

---> REPORT, CLICK HERE <---

Had Enough?

The only way to take control back

from a tyrannical government is

nullification on state and local levels.

---> READ ABOUT IT HERE <---

NEW BOOK: Coming Soon.
Vote the Bums Out! Call Congress! Take it to the Supreme

Court!  These are the calls of political activists everywhere. 

In the forthcoming book, Our Last Hope, Mike Maharrey

makes the case that if a new course isn't taken, and taken

now, liberty will be lost forever.

Info will be released soon.

110% Tenther
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REPORT: Federal Campaign Finance Laws
and the Constitution
This information-packed report from Rob Natelson will give

you everything you need to understand and explain the

Constitution on this important issue.

**READ IT HERE**

Latest Videos
Keep up to date on the latest Tenther News every single

week, plus other informational videos too.  Follow the Tenth

Amendment Center's YouTube channel at this link.

On Board?
Are you on the Tenth

Amendment Team?  It's

the winning solution to all

our problems - and by

joining the TAC as a

member, you wear that

label with pride.  And, help

the Tenth Amendment

Center in our monumental

task at the same time.

**DETAILS HERE**

HELP US OUT!

MAKE A GIFT HERE

GET INVOLVED

Get in touch, here

VISIT US ONLINE

tenthamendmentcenter.com
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Texas NDAA Nullification Bill with Teeth
Criminal charges proposed for federal agents

On Monday, State Representative Lyle Larson used a little courage - he introduced

HB149 to the state legislature which not only would codify in Texas law that the NDAA's

"indefinite detention" powers are unconstitutional and illegal, but also included criminal

charges for federal agents trying to come in to his state and kidnap people.

LEARN MORE HERE.  GET ACTIVE IN YOUR STATE TOO.

JOIN US!   Be a part of our mission for

the Constitution: Every issue, every time.

No exceptions, no excuses.

INFO HERE

ROUND 2: TEXAS VS THE TSA.  
If passed, the law would prevent TSA

agents from carrying out the most

intrusive pat-down searches at airports

across Texas.  REPORT HERE

JUDGE NAP, NEW BOOK.  Theodore

ALABAMA TO REFUSE EXCHANGE?
The people voted to ban mandates, now

the governor is moving towards back

them up.  REPORT HERE

SPECIALS COMING NEXT WEEK
If you're buying gifts this Thanksgiving

and Christmas season, why not give the

gift of the Constitution?  We'll send out

special updates for Black Friday and

Cyber Monday.  Stay tuned, and thanks

in advance for all your support!

NO EXCHANGE IN KANSAS Last

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: BREAKING: Nullify NDAA and TSA Bills Introduced, Plus State Exchange Refusals Read No exchange in Kansas
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:20:59 AM

 
 
From: Tenth Amendment Center
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:42 AM
To: Judy
Subject: BREAKING: Nullify NDAA and TSA Bills Introduced, Plus State Exchange Refusals
 

Major Nullification news coming from Texas.  Get our FREE nullification

organizer's toolkit  and get your state on board too.  download it here (pdf)

View this email in your browser
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and Woodrow is Judge Andrew P.

Napolitano’s shocking historical account

of how a Republican and a Democratic

president oversaw the greatest shift in

power in American history GET IT HERE

LEGISLATION: NULLIFY

OBAMACARE.  Ready to introduce in

your state right now.  GET IT HERE

NO EXCHANGE IN MISSOURI.
Even Governor Nixon is refusing to

implement. REPORT HERE

Thursday, Kansas Governor Sam

Brownback refused to have his state

implement a health care exchange as

part of the Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act.  REPORT HERE

NULLIFICATION
MOVIE DVD:

Available here.

Constitutional

and historical

basis of

nullification.  In

under 90 min.

Top experts,

current events

and more.

GET IT NOW

NULLIFY THE FED!  Introduce the

Constitutional Tender Act in your state.

GET IT HERE
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Breaking: Oklahoma to Consider Obamacare Nullification - Criminal Charges for Federal Agents
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 6:56:13 PM

Tell them to go for it. Can’t think of a better idea!!!
 
From: Tenth Amendment Center
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 6:46 PM
To: Judy
Subject: Breaking: Oklahoma to Consider Obamacare Nullification - Criminal Charges for Federal Agents
 

Obamacare Nullification in Oklahoma, model legislation for your state,

education tools, and more.  Scroll down for all the info...

Email not displaying correctly?

View it in your browser.

TAC

NULLIFICATION EDUCATION!
Available NOW - the documentary film, Nullification: the Rightful Remedy.

Get it for yourself, or in bulk at a discount to give to your state legislators!

this powerful tool will help you grow the nullification movement in your state!

http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/movie

GET THE MOVIE HERE

IMPORTANT READING

BREAKING: Oklahoma First State to Nullify Obamacare?

State Rep Mike Ritze announces he'll introduce legislation to ban the

mandates - and provide criminal charges against federal agents trying to

enforce it.

READ HERE: http://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com/2012/07/oklahoma-

state-rep-to-file-bill-to-nullify-individual-mandate/ 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Help your state nullify!
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All Hands on Deck!

We have the tools, the legislation, the principles - we need YOU to help right

now!  Organize, do outreach, lobby, and more.  

Take action today: http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/volunteer/ 

READ: John Roberts, Meet John Marshall

by Prof. Brion McClanahan

Americans should be wary of the so-called “conservative” spin on the Roberts

decision... learn why.

Read and share here: 
http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/2012/07/02/john-roberts-meet-john-

marshall/
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From: Robert Green
Subject: Fw: Brief: Who Needs God When You Have the State?
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 11:27:13 AM

 

Read this on the Web at
http://patriotpost.us/editions/15626/

PDF Print Friendly Comment Donate Subscribe to The Patriot Post  — It's Right and It's Free: CLICK HERE.

Patriot Headline Report »
For News That Matters Most

The Right Opinion »
The Web's Best Columnists

Grassroots Commentary »
Strictly Outside the Beltway

Brief · November 26, 2012

The Foundation
"The hand of providence has been so conspicuous in all this, that he must be
worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not
gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations." --George Washington

Faith and Family
"Yet again, President Obama's
Thanksgiving message eschewed
any direct reference to thanking
God, making this the fourth
straight year in which the
President of the United States has
ignored the central message of the
holiday in favor of political
grandstanding. This year, Obama's
central message was that now that
he's been re-elected, Americans
should agree with all of his
policies. His unity routine sounds
strangely empty after a campaign
in which he focused on dividing
Americans. ... No mention of
thanking God. None. But, of course, we're used to this. In 2011, there was no
mention of God at all. In 2010, Obama was closer, but still missed the mark
('we'll spend some time taking stock of what we're thankful for: the God-given
bounty of America, and the blessings of one another'). In 2009, Obama didn't

The Patriot Post

Contrast between our first and latest
presidents
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thank God, either. Compare that to Obama's Thanksgiving Day proclamations,
which he does not read or speak. Those are filled with God -- at least for the last
three years. In his first year, filled with the vim and vigor of his original election,
Obama preferred to eschew any direct thanking of God even in his proclamation.
Of course, nobody sees these proclamations, so Obama doesn't have to be
embarrassed about them. It's no wonder that this President's Democratic
National Committee platform tried to remove God. He's not a big fan of the Big
Guy. Even on Thanksgiving. After all, what need do you have for God when
you've got the state?" --columnist Ben Shapiro

Post Your Opinion

Opinion in Brief
"Why doesn't the Republican-controlled House of Representatives give both
voters and President Obama what they wished for? ... Obamacare will be
imposed on all Americans by 2014. But so far the Obama administration has
granted more than 1,200 exemptions to favored corporations and unions,
covering about 4 million Americans. Shouldn't Republicans seek to end all
exemptions rather than tackle the improbable task of overturning Obamacare
itself? Their motto should be: 'Equality for all; special treatment for no one!' One
of the brilliant themes of the 2012 Obama campaign was forcing Republicans, on
principle, to systematically oppose most of the things that the administration
wanted them to oppose -- thereby shielding itself from the unwelcome
consequences of its own ideology while winning political points. Now, in defeat,
Republicans should agree to let the chips lie where they fall: Tax only the truly
rich; reward only the truly deserving illegal immigrants; and exempt no one from
Obamacare. Nothing could be fairer or more equal than that." --historian Victor
Davis Hanson

Re: The Left
"In the past four years, this administration has been embroiled in at least three
significant scandals: Benghazi, Fast and Furious, and high-level leaks of top-
secret intel. All three remain 'under investigation,' yet none of those
investigations could be completed before the Americans voted, despite hundreds
of people being murdered, and national security being compromised. Such a
demonstrable lack of urgency is only possible when the public isn't demanding
answers. Yet it becomes next to impossible for the public to demand answers,
when most of the mainstream media steadfastly refuses to ask relevant
questions. Americans old enough to remember Watergate know it was a hotel
burglary followed by a cover-up. What drove President Richard Nixon from
office was a relentless media, determined to keep the story front and center until
they could ferret out the truth, even when the Nixon administration engaged in
similar efforts to keep the public mis-informed. That the same media remains
sanguine with regard to murdered Americans in Benghazi, indifferent regarding
a dead Border Patrol agent and hundreds of dead Mexicans in a botched
gunrunning operation, and unconcerned regarding the compromise of national
security intel, reveals an unprecedented level of corruption. And whether
Americans realize it or not, the stamp of approval they gave this administration
on November 6 extends to that mainstream media." --columnist Arnold Ahlert
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Insight
"Do not give in to evil but proceed ever more boldly against it." --ancient Roman
poet Virgil (70-19 BC)

Looking for Value
So what is The Patriot Post's Brief anyway? It's possibly the most useful thing
you could read on Monday.
Our team puts together each Brief by sifting through dozens of opinion articles
by leading conservative thinkers and looking for the best analysis of the issues
facing our great nation. You'll find the latest on the fiscal cliff, the economy,
deeper thoughts on the foundation of America, comments from our readers and
much more!
We depend on your support to keep this priceless resource coming every
Monday. We still must raise $226,800 by year's end. Please remember that we
did not raise our budget this year, but we're also about 18 percent behind.
Help us by making a secure online donation to our 2012 Year-End Campaign. If
you prefer to support us by mail, please send your donation with our printable
donor form.

Reader Comments
"I gave a small donation as a sign of my thanks for all that you do, not only for
the cause of Liberty, but also to support those of us who are currently deployed
to the far reaches of the Earth in support of our Country. We do not have the
luxury of being able to voice our opinions and beliefs, a choice we made when we
took our oath, but I can rest easy knowing that you are fighting the good fight for
us. Knowing that there are still true Patriots, willing to speak up for us, to speak
up for what is right, eases the grief of being away from my family and children.
Thank you." --Semper Fidelis, Marine Officer and single mother, currently
deployed in support of OEF
"I just provided a small contribution to your year-end campaign. The
encouragement of your convictions, and those of your contributors, sustained us
through the Clinton years and through the first half of the Obama socialist
regime. I pray for our misguided majority brethren who voted for subservience
over Liberty. It is by trial that we are strengthened, and this next four years may
be the ultimate trial, rivaling those of our Patriot founders. Fight the good fight
and keep our eyes on God, for He is our true guide." --Tom

Essential Liberty
"In a word or two, the founders knew that a democracy would lead to the same
kind of tyranny the colonies suffered under King George III. Our founders
intended for us to have a republican form of limited government where political
decision-making is kept to the minimum. Alert to the dangers of majoritarian
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tyranny, our Constitution's framers inserted several anti-majority rules. One
such rule is that election of the president is not decided by a majority vote but
instead by the Electoral College. Nine states have more than 50 percent of the
U.S. population. If a simple majority were the rule, conceivably these nine states
could determine the presidency. Fortunately, they can't because they have only
225 Electoral College votes when 270 of the 538 total are needed. Were it not for
the Electoral College, presidential candidates could safely ignore less populous
states. Two houses of Congress pose another obstacle to majority rule. Fifty-one
senators can block the designs of 435 representatives and 49 senators. The
Constitution gives the president a veto that weakens the power of 535 members
of both houses of Congress. It takes two-thirds of both houses of Congress to
override a presidential veto. To change the Constitution requires not a majority
but a two-thirds vote of both Houses to propose an amendment, and to be
enacted requires ratification by three-fourths of state legislatures. Today's
Americans think Congress has the constitutional authority to do anything upon
which they can get a majority vote. We think whether a measure is a good idea
or a bad idea should determine its passage as opposed to whether that measure
lies within the enumerated powers granted Congress by the Constitution.
Unfortunately, for the future of our nation, Congress has successfully exploited
American constitutional ignorance or contempt." --economist Walter E. Williams

Government
"A lesson plan in schools across Texas depicts the Boston Tea Party, the
historical protest against taxation without representation and a seminal event
leading up to the American Revolutionary War, as an act of terrorism. The lesson
plan, designed for world history and social studies classes, remained available to
teachers as recently as January of 2012 ... and was promoted by the Texas
Education Service Center Curriculum Collaborative. 'A local militia, believed to
be a terrorist organization, attacked the property of private citizens today at our
nation's busiest port.... Although no one was injured in the attack, a large
quantity of merchandise, considered to be valuable to its owners and loathsome
to the perpetrators, was destroyed. The terrorists, dressed in disguise and
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apparently intoxicated, were able to escape into the night with the help of local
citizens who harbor these fugitives and conceal their identities from the
authorities. It is believed that the terrorist attack was a response to the policies
enacted by the occupying country's government. Even stronger policies are
anticipated by the local citizens.' The controversial lesson plan is a product of the
Texas Education Service Center Curriculum Collaborative -- or CSCOPE -- a
nonprofit K-12 educational curriculum provider that has become widespread in
Texas. ... CSCOPE received $25 million in state funding last year." --The Daily
Caller's Eric Owens

For the Record
"Hamas understands the value of terror. When it can send hundreds of rockets
slamming over the border, when it can force Israelis to listen constantly for the
siren that means they have just 15 seconds to find shelter, Hamas inches toward
its goal. And when Israel finally retaliates and only then does an international
uproar ensue, Hamas inches closer still. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
headed to the Middle East on Tuesday. The UN secretary-general called for a
cease-fire. President Obama's spokesman insisted that 'the best way to solve this
is through diplomacy.' But what can diplomacy achieve with an enemy that
rejects the basic norms of international behavior? That is not only indifferent to
the suffering of its own people, but welcomes it for its propaganda value? That
rejoices in suicide terrorism, and runs TV spots promising more of it? Any cease-
fire now means a win for Hamas, which will go on fomenting violence, hatred,
and death. Diplomacy cannot solve the problem of terrorist regimes. Neither can
unilateral concessions or UN resolutions. The only solution is to deprive the
terrorists of power. So long as Gaza remains a Hamas-ruled tyranny, peace will
remain but a dream." --columnist Jeff Jacoby

Culture
"Interesting that Israel is pressured to treat the terrorist leaders as if they were
heads of state but the Palestinians are never expected to concede that Israel has
a right to exist. In fact, Hamas's reason for existing is to destroy Israel by violent
jihad. ... There are no ceasefires other than in the diplomats' Islamophilic
imaginations. Hamas is at permanent, existential war with the Jewish state. So
are the region's other Islamists. These 'ceasefires' are just periodic lulls that allow
Islamists to catch their breath and rearm for the jihad's next round, while the
diplomats browbeat Israel into more concessions -- assuring the jihadists that
their barbarism works. The war will continue until one side decisively wins,
meaning the other decisively loses. With all that is stacked against them, with the
perverse way the supposedly civilized world averts its eyes from the unabashed
savagery of Israel's enemies, it is a marvel that Israelis remain so strong and so
decent." --columnist Andrew C. McCarthy

The Last Word
"Recently, nature punished us for our fossil fuel burning with hurricane Sandy;
ask any science enthusiast, like Meghan McCain. Some people deny global
warming exists, but that is foolish. It's been proven. It is settled science. Globes
have been warmed in science labs. And now we're getting hit with massive
hurricanes because... warming. It's science -- you don't have to understand it,
you just have to fear it. If we continue to pump carbon into the air, we will be hit
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by frequent hurricanes, flooding of the coasts, and men in white lab coats yelling
at us and calling us dumb. It's a doomsday scenario, but can we realistically stop
it? Probably not. I mean, look at how Mike Bloomberg flies around in a private
plane and Al Gore sits around in a giant mansion that uses as much electricity as
a small town, counting his carbon credit money. These are the people absolutely
certain global warming is going to kill us, and they won't even change their
lifestyles to fight it. ... And if those most concerned and those least concerned
about the environment won't change their ways, then all those predictions of
environmental doom are basically a foregone conclusion, and we're all about to
be overrun by angry penguins who shoot lasers from their eyes, or whatever it is
scientists say global warming causes." --columnist Frank J. Fleming
Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Paratus et Fidelis!
Nate Jackson for The Patriot Post Editorial Team
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The Foundation
"The hand of providence has been so conspicuous in all this, that he must be
worse than an infidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not
gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations." --George Washington

Faith and Family
"Yet again, President Obama's
Thanksgiving message eschewed
any direct reference to thanking
God, making this the fourth
straight year in which the
President of the United States has
ignored the central message of the
holiday in favor of political
grandstanding. This year, Obama's
central message was that now that
he's been re-elected, Americans
should agree with all of his
policies. His unity routine sounds
strangely empty after a campaign
in which he focused on dividing
Americans. ... No mention of
thanking God. None. But, of course, we're used to this. In 2011, there was no
mention of God at all. In 2010, Obama was closer, but still missed the mark
('we'll spend some time taking stock of what we're thankful for: the God-given

The Patriot Post

Contrast between our first and latest
presidents
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bounty of America, and the blessings of one another'). In 2009, Obama didn't
thank God, either. Compare that to Obama's Thanksgiving Day proclamations,
which he does not read or speak. Those are filled with God -- at least for the last
three years. In his first year, filled with the vim and vigor of his original election,
Obama preferred to eschew any direct thanking of God even in his proclamation.
Of course, nobody sees these proclamations, so Obama doesn't have to be
embarrassed about them. It's no wonder that this President's Democratic
National Committee platform tried to remove God. He's not a big fan of the Big
Guy. Even on Thanksgiving. After all, what need do you have for God when
you've got the state?" --columnist Ben Shapiro

Post Your Opinion

Opinion in Brief
"Why doesn't the Republican-controlled House of Representatives give both
voters and President Obama what they wished for? ... Obamacare will be
imposed on all Americans by 2014. But so far the Obama administration has
granted more than 1,200 exemptions to favored corporations and unions,
covering about 4 million Americans. Shouldn't Republicans seek to end all
exemptions rather than tackle the improbable task of overturning Obamacare
itself? Their motto should be: 'Equality for all; special treatment for no one!' One
of the brilliant themes of the 2012 Obama campaign was forcing Republicans, on
principle, to systematically oppose most of the things that the administration
wanted them to oppose -- thereby shielding itself from the unwelcome
consequences of its own ideology while winning political points. Now, in defeat,
Republicans should agree to let the chips lie where they fall: Tax only the truly
rich; reward only the truly deserving illegal immigrants; and exempt no one from
Obamacare. Nothing could be fairer or more equal than that." --historian Victor
Davis Hanson

Re: The Left
"In the past four years, this administration has been embroiled in at least three
significant scandals: Benghazi, Fast and Furious, and high-level leaks of top-
secret intel. All three remain 'under investigation,' yet none of those
investigations could be completed before the Americans voted, despite hundreds
of people being murdered, and national security being compromised. Such a
demonstrable lack of urgency is only possible when the public isn't demanding
answers. Yet it becomes next to impossible for the public to demand answers,
when most of the mainstream media steadfastly refuses to ask relevant
questions. Americans old enough to remember Watergate know it was a hotel
burglary followed by a cover-up. What drove President Richard Nixon from
office was a relentless media, determined to keep the story front and center until
they could ferret out the truth, even when the Nixon administration engaged in
similar efforts to keep the public mis-informed. That the same media remains
sanguine with regard to murdered Americans in Benghazi, indifferent regarding
a dead Border Patrol agent and hundreds of dead Mexicans in a botched
gunrunning operation, and unconcerned regarding the compromise of national
security intel, reveals an unprecedented level of corruption. And whether
Americans realize it or not, the stamp of approval they gave this administration
on November 6 extends to that mainstream media." --columnist Arnold Ahlert

Insight
"Do not give in to evil but proceed ever more boldly against it." --ancient Roman
poet Virgil (70-19 BC)
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Looking for Value
So what is The Patriot Post's Brief anyway? It's possibly the most useful thing
you could read on Monday.
Our team puts together each Brief by sifting through dozens of opinion articles
by leading conservative thinkers and looking for the best analysis of the issues
facing our great nation. You'll find the latest on the fiscal cliff, the economy,
deeper thoughts on the foundation of America, comments from our readers and
much more!
We depend on your support to keep this priceless resource coming every
Monday. We still must raise $226,800 by year's end. Please remember that we
did not raise our budget this year, but we're also about 18 percent behind.
Help us by making a secure online donation to our 2012 Year-End Campaign. If
you prefer to support us by mail, please send your donation with our printable
donor form.

Reader Comments
"I gave a small donation as a sign of my thanks for all that you do, not only for
the cause of Liberty, but also to support those of us who are currently deployed
to the far reaches of the Earth in support of our Country. We do not have the
luxury of being able to voice our opinions and beliefs, a choice we made when we
took our oath, but I can rest easy knowing that you are fighting the good fight for
us. Knowing that there are still true Patriots, willing to speak up for us, to speak
up for what is right, eases the grief of being away from my family and children.
Thank you." --Semper Fidelis, Marine Officer and single mother, currently
deployed in support of OEF
"I just provided a small contribution to your year-end campaign. The
encouragement of your convictions, and those of your contributors, sustained us
through the Clinton years and through the first half of the Obama socialist
regime. I pray for our misguided majority brethren who voted for subservience
over Liberty. It is by trial that we are strengthened, and this next four years may
be the ultimate trial, rivaling those of our Patriot founders. Fight the good fight
and keep our eyes on God, for He is our true guide." --Tom

Essential Liberty
"In a word or two, the founders knew that a democracy would lead to the same
kind of tyranny the colonies suffered under King George III. Our founders
intended for us to have a republican form of limited government where political
decision-making is kept to the minimum. Alert to the dangers of majoritarian
tyranny, our Constitution's framers inserted several anti-majority rules. One
such rule is that election of the president is not decided by a majority vote but
instead by the Electoral College. Nine states have more than 50 percent of the
U.S. population. If a simple majority were the rule, conceivably these nine states
could determine the presidency. Fortunately, they can't because they have only
225 Electoral College votes when 270 of the 538 total are needed. Were it not for
the Electoral College, presidential candidates could safely ignore less populous
states. Two houses of Congress pose another obstacle to majority rule. Fifty-one
senators can block the designs of 435 representatives and 49 senators. The
Constitution gives the president a veto that weakens the power of 535 members
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of both houses of Congress. It takes two-thirds of both houses of Congress to
override a presidential veto. To change the Constitution requires not a majority
but a two-thirds vote of both Houses to propose an amendment, and to be
enacted requires ratification by three-fourths of state legislatures. Today's
Americans think Congress has the constitutional authority to do anything upon
which they can get a majority vote. We think whether a measure is a good idea
or a bad idea should determine its passage as opposed to whether that measure
lies within the enumerated powers granted Congress by the Constitution.
Unfortunately, for the future of our nation, Congress has successfully exploited
American constitutional ignorance or contempt." --economist Walter E. Williams

Government
"A lesson plan in schools across Texas depicts the Boston Tea Party, the
historical protest against taxation without representation and a seminal event
leading up to the American Revolutionary War, as an act of terrorism. The lesson
plan, designed for world history and social studies classes, remained available to
teachers as recently as January of 2012 ... and was promoted by the Texas
Education Service Center Curriculum Collaborative. 'A local militia, believed to
be a terrorist organization, attacked the property of private citizens today at our
nation's busiest port.... Although no one was injured in the attack, a large
quantity of merchandise, considered to be valuable to its owners and loathsome
to the perpetrators, was destroyed. The terrorists, dressed in disguise and
apparently intoxicated, were able to escape into the night with the help of local
citizens who harbor these fugitives and conceal their identities from the
authorities. It is believed that the terrorist attack was a response to the policies
enacted by the occupying country's government. Even stronger policies are
anticipated by the local citizens.' The controversial lesson plan is a product of the
Texas Education Service Center Curriculum Collaborative -- or CSCOPE -- a
nonprofit K-12 educational curriculum provider that has become widespread in
Texas. ... CSCOPE received $25 million in state funding last year." --The Daily
Caller's Eric Owens

For the Record
"Hamas understands the value of terror. When it can send hundreds of rockets
slamming over the border, when it can force Israelis to listen constantly for the
siren that means they have just 15 seconds to find shelter, Hamas inches toward
its goal. And when Israel finally retaliates and only then does an international
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uproar ensue, Hamas inches closer still. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
headed to the Middle East on Tuesday. The UN secretary-general called for a
cease-fire. President Obama's spokesman insisted that 'the best way to solve this
is through diplomacy.' But what can diplomacy achieve with an enemy that
rejects the basic norms of international behavior? That is not only indifferent to
the suffering of its own people, but welcomes it for its propaganda value? That
rejoices in suicide terrorism, and runs TV spots promising more of it? Any cease-
fire now means a win for Hamas, which will go on fomenting violence, hatred,
and death. Diplomacy cannot solve the problem of terrorist regimes. Neither can
unilateral concessions or UN resolutions. The only solution is to deprive the
terrorists of power. So long as Gaza remains a Hamas-ruled tyranny, peace will
remain but a dream." --columnist Jeff Jacoby

Culture
"Interesting that Israel is pressured to treat the terrorist leaders as if they were
heads of state but the Palestinians are never expected to concede that Israel has
a right to exist. In fact, Hamas's reason for existing is to destroy Israel by violent
jihad. ... There are no ceasefires other than in the diplomats' Islamophilic
imaginations. Hamas is at permanent, existential war with the Jewish state. So
are the region's other Islamists. These 'ceasefires' are just periodic lulls that allow
Islamists to catch their breath and rearm for the jihad's next round, while the
diplomats browbeat Israel into more concessions -- assuring the jihadists that
their barbarism works. The war will continue until one side decisively wins,
meaning the other decisively loses. With all that is stacked against them, with the
perverse way the supposedly civilized world averts its eyes from the unabashed
savagery of Israel's enemies, it is a marvel that Israelis remain so strong and so
decent." --columnist Andrew C. McCarthy

The Last Word
"Recently, nature punished us for our fossil fuel burning with hurricane Sandy;
ask any science enthusiast, like Meghan McCain. Some people deny global
warming exists, but that is foolish. It's been proven. It is settled science. Globes
have been warmed in science labs. And now we're getting hit with massive
hurricanes because... warming. It's science -- you don't have to understand it,
you just have to fear it. If we continue to pump carbon into the air, we will be hit
by frequent hurricanes, flooding of the coasts, and men in white lab coats yelling
at us and calling us dumb. It's a doomsday scenario, but can we realistically stop
it? Probably not. I mean, look at how Mike Bloomberg flies around in a private
plane and Al Gore sits around in a giant mansion that uses as much electricity as
a small town, counting his carbon credit money. These are the people absolutely
certain global warming is going to kill us, and they won't even change their
lifestyles to fight it. ... And if those most concerned and those least concerned
about the environment won't change their ways, then all those predictions of
environmental doom are basically a foregone conclusion, and we're all about to
be overrun by angry penguins who shoot lasers from their eyes, or whatever it is
scientists say global warming causes." --columnist Frank J. Fleming
Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Paratus et Fidelis!
Nate Jackson for The Patriot Post Editorial Team
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(Please pray for our Armed Forces standing in harm's way around the world, and
for their families -- especially families of those fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines and Coast Guardsmen, who granted their lives in defense of American
liberty.)
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Subject: Fw: BRYANT: The truth about Obamacare in Mississippi - Opinion
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From: The Washington Times
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To: JUDY
Subject: BRYANT: The truth about Obamacare in Mississippi - Opinion
 
The Washington Times Online Edition

 
Tuesday, October 2, 2012

Opinion
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: Katie Altshuler
Cc: Hiner, Janice D.
Subject: FW: call tomorrow?
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2011 2:58:12 PM

Katie, how about tomorrow (see email below)?  Any flexibility for a meeting?  TC
 

From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:46 PM
To: 'Katie Altshuler'
Subject: call tomorrow?
 
Thanks Katie.  If you have any flexibility in your schedule tomorrow, it would be helpful to have a brief
conversation about the Health Insurance Exchange (given the article in the paper over the weekend
about the Exchange and the Insurance Dept.) and the 92’s to Sec. Coffee’s office for the interim.  Is
there any specific time tomorrow that would work for you (I have a cancelled board meeting and
therefore a lot of flexibility)?  If not, we can go for later in the week.  Thanks, TC
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 4:32 PM
Cc: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Governor Fallin's State of the State Address and Budget Materials
Importance: High
 
Dear Workling Group Members,
 
Please find the Governor’s State of the State Address and Executive Budget in text below and
attached for your information.  For future reference you may also find the Executive Budget
posted on the Office of State Finance website at the following address:
http://www.ok.gov/OSF/  under “Budget.”  
 
We will be in touch with you in the coming days to schedule follow up working group meetings.
Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of the Governor
405-522-8880
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(405) 522-8819
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 7, 2011
 
The following email contains:

the full text of Governor Mary Fallin’s State of the State address
a copy of the executive budget
a PDF document summarizing the contents of the speech and the governor’s legislative
agenda
a spreadsheet with information regarding appropriation levels for each agency
a pie chart demonstrating what percentage of total spending each agency represents
a pie chart demonstrating how the governor’s budget closes the $600 million budget
shortfall

 
Governor Mary Fallin

 
State of the State Address

(as prepared)

 
February 7, 2011

 
Lieutenant Governor Lamb, statewide elected officials, Speaker Steele, President Pro Tem
Bingman, members of the court, Honorable Senators and Representatives, cabinet members,
distinguished guests, and citizens of Oklahoma:
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to stand here today as your governor.
 
I’m joined today by my family, my husband Wade and our wonderful children. Thank you for
your love and support.
 
We are gathered here to discuss the state of the state. I am proud to say, it is strong.
                                                                                                                                               
Oklahoma continues to be proud and beautiful … a wonderful place to live and raise a family,
and the only state I would ever choose to call home.   
 
We have one of the lowest unemployment rates in the nation, at 6.9%.
 
Our economy is propelled by thousands of successful small businesses, our energy and
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agricultural sectors and a strong aerospace industry.
 
Oklahomans are helping to feed our nation by raising crops and livestock and helping to power
our nation with the extraction of oil and gas and by harnessing the wind.
 
Oklahoma is the home to the largest aerospace maintenance and repair facilities in the nation,
and our aerospace technicians are keeping military and commercial aircraft flying safely
throughout the world.
 
Here in Oklahoma City, we see a new floor added every few days to the Devon Tower, one of
the tallest buildings west of the Mississippi river. And we are blessed with a low cost of living,
abundant natural resources, ease of travel, great family values and an incredible people who
form an unbreakable community.
 
It hasn’t always been easy for Oklahoma. We have felt the affects of the national recession, and
it has been hard.  However, we have worked through it, and we will come out stronger. As
Oklahomans have done for years, we will continue to manufacture goods and build skyscrapers
on the land that was once known as the Dust Bowl. 
 
That is the unshakeable spirit of the people of Oklahoma. We are a state that has survived the
injustices of the Trail of Tears and the Tulsa Race Riots, the great depression, oil booms and
busts and the horrors of the Murrah bombing, only to emerge as a stronger community and a
prouder people.
 
That’s the Oklahoma Spirit. It’s a pioneer spirit, a spirit of resilience and a love for one’s
neighbors.
 
And it is because of the love, appreciation and respect I have for my fellow Oklahomans that it
pains me, as I know it pains you, when we fall short in some areas.
 
It is unacceptable and unimaginable that a people who perfected amazing technical feats in areas
like horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing cannot successfully address preventable illnesses
like diabetes and heart disease that cost our state thousands of lives and hundreds of millions of
dollars in medical bills each year.
 
We don’t tolerate mediocrity in our football teams, and yet our student performance continues to
lag behind.
 
We allow overregulation and costly workers compensation and legal systems to slow our
recovery and drive jobs out of the state.
 
And we have allowed our government institutions, in many instances, to become outdated 8-
track bureaucracies in an I-pod world, rather than moving forward to adopt more efficient and
effective practices, as we must.
 
None of these problems are insurmountable. But they require action. And for too long, we’ve
kicked the can down the road. And it’s our citizens and our state that have paid the price.
 
Now, going into the next legislative session, we have two distinct sets of challenges.
 
The first is to deal with an immediate revenue shortfall that has left our state budget with a 600
million dollar gap between revenues and last year’s expenditures.
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The second challenge is how, even in the midst of that revenue crisis, we can push forward to
pursue the reforms that will make Oklahoma more prosperous for years and generations to
come. 
 
Voters understand these challenges. And in the last election, the people of Oklahoma had the
opportunity to speak, and they sent us a message.
 
They told us that it’s time to get serious about controlling spending, and that the growth of
government shouldn’t outpace growth in the private sector.
 
They asked us to eliminate government bureaucracy that holds back private sector growth. 
 
They reminded our government officials that when hard times hit, the public expects a leaner,
more efficient government, not one that raises taxes to avoid making tough decisions and
sacrifices.
 
That is the philosophy I’ve embraced as I’ve worked with my administration and legislative
leaders to put together the governor’s budget and our leadership agenda.
 
The agenda I am presenting today represents a forward thinking plan of action that lays the
groundwork for generations of prosperity. It will create jobs and grow the economy. It will
reform our government to make it more efficient and effective. It will work towards a healthier,
better-educated Oklahoma. Ultimately, it will help to build a state whose future is secure in a
competitive global economy.
 

…
 
Our first priority will be to balance our state budget without raising taxes, which we can do by
carefully prioritizing our spending and enacting government reform.
 
I have proposed a series of cost-saving measures that will make government more efficient and
effective while focusing on eliminating wasteful spending.
 
Those cost-saving measures are essential, because the bottom line is we can’t spend what we
don’t have. 
 
Some of the cuts and the reforms I am proposing will be painful. But I am not asking our state
agencies to do the impossible. I don’t believe there is anyone, either in government or the
private sector, who does not believe that our state agencies can’t find more ways to save money.
 
And the fact of the matter is, if we grow the government faster than the economy, then our state
will sink under the weight of government spending. To prevent that, every agency will have to
tighten its belt, just like families and businesses across the country have done.
 
We can do that even as we keep our commitments to important public priorities, like keeping
our citizens safe, building our transportation infrastructure, educating our children, and caring
for the less fortunate, the sick and the elderly. To reflect these priorities in my budget, agencies
that deal with those issues will receive lesser cuts than the rest of our state government.
 
But the reality remains: all of us will have to do more with less. And I am asking our agency
heads: resist the urge to tell the people of Oklahoma what you can’t do. Instead, tell us what you
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can do. Find ways to innovate and succeed. And just as countless Oklahomans have found ways
to push through this recession, to put food on the table even when times are hard, find a way
forward. 
 
All of us in government can find ways to provide our services to our customers – the taxpayers –
in a more efficient, cost-effective manner.
 
That’s why I’m asking our legislative leaders to send me a series of reforms that will create a
smaller, smarter state government, a better business climate for job growth and job creation,
improved access to health care and higher academic achievement for our children.
 
This is Oklahoma’s roadmap to prosperity.

 
…
 

That roadmap begins with one goal: to create the very best business climate to retain and expand
jobs and investments in Oklahoma. Our actions must send a signal to the rest of the nation: that
Oklahoma is ready and open for business.
 
I recently attended the National Governor’s Association conference and I ran across one of our
neighbors, Governor Rick Perry. Governor Perry told me he’s been using some scare tactics in
Texas. He’s been telling legislators they had better get busy and pass his pro-business reforms
because Oklahoma and Mary Fallin are nipping at his heels.
 
And I told him then: you’re darn right. And you had better watch out because Oklahoma is on
the move, and we are dead serious about building a state that’s pro-business, pro-growth and
committed to creating more and better jobs for our citizens.
 
We can start by reforming our workers compensation system into one that takes care of our
injured workers in a more timely fashion, reduces fraud and waste, and puts the brakes on
runaway costs that have spiraled upwards each year.

 
Our system is one of the most expensive and inefficient workers compensation systems in the
country. In some cases, when our workers get hurt, we pay them to stay at home. We need to
start focusing on what workers can do, not what they can’t. If at all possible, let’s get them
healthy, retrained and back into suitable jobs.

 
So to the legislators here today – I’m challenging you to send me a reform bill that will reduce
legal and medical costs, get our workers healthy and back to work, and allow claims to be
processed quickly and efficiently without unnecessary expenses to businesses.

 
I’m also asking our legislators to work with me to get a lawsuit reform package signed into law,
one that includes a hard cap of $250,000 for non-economic damages. We believe in justice for
every Oklahoman. But we don’t believe in jackpot justice. And excessive awards for non-
economic damages hurt businesses, destroy jobs and give a bad name to a legal system whose
professionals are, for the most part, dedicated to ensuring fair outcomes for all parties.

 
Moving forward, we should also carefully scrutinize new rules and regulations so that we can
study how they might affect our economy and whether they achieve their intended goals or
simply throw up more bureaucratic hurdles to growth.
 
As another tool for economic development, I’m asking the legislature to work with me to create
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a Governor’s closing fund … so that when a business is deciding between, say, Texas and
Oklahoma, we can reel that business in and get those jobs for our citizens and that revenue for
our state.
 
That’s why I’ll continue to support the implementation of the income tax cut trigger, which
lowers taxes for Oklahoma families and businesses and continues to make our state more
competitive.

 
And on the subject of tax credits, I know a lot has been said. Representative Dank and Senator
Mazzei are conducting a study to investigate which credits are effective and create jobs, and
which do not. I’m looking forward to the results of that study, and our course of action will be
simple: only tax credits that create jobs will stay. For instance, my budget begins the process of
restoring the Aerospace Engineer Tax Credit, which brings good, high tech jobs to Oklahoma.
But those tax credits that do not create jobs must be eliminated. 
           
If we can do these things – reduce the costs of doing business here in Oklahoma, get government
and legal hurdles out of the way of private sector growth, and retain jobs and businesses here
while attracting new ones – we can do more and think longer-term than just ending the
recession. We can make this state more competitive, more prosperous and more successful for
many years to come. I’m asking you today to join me in pursuing that goal.    
 

…
 

I’m also asking you to join me in pursuing another goal: the goal of creating a modern, efficient
and effective state government.
           
For the past several months, I’ve worked with some of the most innovative minds in the private
and public sector to target waste and inefficiency in government.
 
Today we are proposing the first round in a series of reforms that streamline and modernize our
state agencies.
 
For starters, we’re going to require our state government to finally move from paper to
electronic billing and payment services. Currently, the state of Oklahoma pays $13.50 for every
check it writes. That’s inefficient. Moving to paperless billing and payment will be faster, more
efficient and save the state around 3.5 million dollars a year.
 
We’ll create a user-friendly one-stop shop for business licensing, so entrepreneurs looking to
start companies can go to one location rather than several to do their paperwork, because it
shouldn’t be any easier to open a business in Texas than in Oklahoma.
 
I’m also going to ask our colleges and universities to move off of their individual purchasing
card systems and onto the state system, a move that will save $1.6 million annually and bring
more accountability and transparency to the process. Oklahoma State University recently made
this change, and I’d like to thank the university and President Hargis for their leadership on this
issue.
 
In the next year, I’m also proposing a consolidation of IT services and personnel across state
agencies. And while we’re at it, I’m going to call on our agencies to use a uniform system for
financial and administrative services. The state of Oklahoma doesn’t need 76 different programs
for financial bookkeeping. It needs one. And by moving towards that one system and
consolidating services, we’ll save a whopping $146 million each year. I already have
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commitments from our Secretary of State and the departments of health, agriculture and
commerce to move to such a system, and I thank those agencies for their dedication to making
government more efficient.
 
These are the kind of simple, common sense solutions we can pursue to save taxpayer dollars. 
 
I’m challenging our citizens and our government employees: help me find more places to save
money and cut waste. Tell us how we can make our state serve our customers – the people of
Oklahoma – more efficiently.
 
If you have an idea, share it with my administration by going to the website www.ideas.ok.gov
and tell us where we need to look to find waste or abuse.
 
Besides finding ways to make government operate more efficiently, we’ll also need to work this
legislative session to address one of the most serious long term budget problems facing the state:
our underfunded and unsustainable pension systems. Currently, Oklahoma has an unfunded
liability of $16 billion dollars.
 
Without taking action, our pension systems will run out of money. The consequences for the
state, its employees and our economy will be severe.
           
I know that our public employees and legislators do not want Oklahoma to go down the same
path as states like California, states which refused to fix their pension problems. So I am looking
forward to working with both the House and the Senate to passing reforms that protect the
solvency of our pension systems. These reforms are necessary if the state of Oklahoma is going
to keep its commitments to our current public employees without jeopardizing our future and the
health of our economy and our state.

 
…

 
We’ve talked now about the health of our economy; it is important that we also turn our
attention to the health and welfare of our citizens. 
 
Studies now rank Oklahoma 46th in the nation for the health of our citizens. That ranking is
unacceptable, and comes hand in hand with lost workforce productivity, hundreds of millions of
dollars in medical bills, and thousands of preventable deaths.
 
For Oklahoma to move forward it must get healthier.  We can do that by increasing access to
affordable health care through free market initiatives, but also by encouraging personal
responsibility. These changes can and should come from the people of our state, not
Washington.

 
Last November, Oklahomans sent a message when they voted to pass a ballot initiative stating
that the federal government cannot force our citizens to purchase private health insurance. Many
Oklahomans, including myself, feel that the federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.
That’s why Attorney General Scott Pruitt and I have acted to add Oklahoma to the list of states
that are now challenging the president’s health care law in court. 
 
And while we pursue that challenge, the state of Oklahoma must continue to work on local
solutions to help our citizens gain access to affordable health insurance. We can do that by
supporting innovative, state-based programs like Insure Oklahoma, a public-private partnership
that helps small businesses provide affordable health insurance options to their employees. 
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Likewise, Speaker Steele has also introduced the foundation for another Oklahoma-based reform
effort with potential to help health insurance consumers.

 
Two years ago Speaker Steele passed legislation authorizing the creation of a website where
every health insurance plan in the state could be compared side by side. In the coming years,
we’ll take that idea and build on it, allowing Oklahoma consumers to actually purchase health
insurance through an Oklahoma exchange, knowing that the plan they’ve chosen has the right
benefits at the right price.
 
Ultimately, the choice to live healthier and be healthier is just that: a choice. But I’m happy to
say that the Department of Health has introduced innovative public-private initiatives like the
Certified Healthy Businesses program to encourage healthy living and eating. 

 
Currently, over 900 private businesses have become “certified.” And I’m excited to see our
healthy living initiatives grow to include the Certified Healthy Schools and Certified Healthy
Communities programs.

 
By asking our citizens to take responsibility for their own health, we’re building a healthier,
more prosperous state, business by business, school by school and block by block.

 
We’re also asking our citizens to take responsibility for their lifestyles and their wellbeing. It’s
no secret that many Oklahomans struggle with addiction issues that can lead to incarceration. As
a result, Oklahoma is one of the highest rated states in the nation for female incarceration.

 
As we know, the costs to our state and our communities don’t end with the original offender.
Children with a parent in prison are five times more likely to end up in the correctional system.

 
As Oklahomans, we must always place a priority on protecting our citizens and keeping our
streets safe. But we can be tough on crime and smart on crime.

 
That’s why I’m continuing to offer my full support to programs like “Women in Recovery” and
other initiatives that address substance abuse, prevent incarceration, and allow more families to
stay together. By fighting the hold that substance abuse has on our communities, we can make
Oklahoma healthier and safer while working towards reducing our incarceration rates.  

 
…
 

Lastly, there is nothing more important to our future and our long-term prosperity than
education. It is the cornerstone of a prosperous society.
           
We have pockets of excellence in education throughout the state. Many of our teachers – like

my sisters in law Rameen and Jane—along with many such as my sisters in law and
administrators can be counted as some of the best in the country.
 
But the unfortunate truth is that Oklahoma too often comes up short when it comes to quality
education.
 
We can do better. And we must do better in a challenging environment, in the midst of a serious
and prolonged budget shortfall.
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It is critically important that we restructure our spending and our educational programs in order
to get more money into the classroom, where it can do the most good. That will require cutting
down on overhead and educational bureaucracy by sharing administrative resources.
 
And like in any industry, we also need to find ways to encourage innovation and good results.
That’s why I’m working with Superintendent Barresi to find available funds for a new public-
private partnership where private money matches state dollars to fund innovative learning
programs that are shown to increase student performance and close the achievement gap.
 
And to address the limited circumstances where teachers are underperforming, I’m asking the
legislature to send me a bill eliminating a practice known as “trial de novo;” a system that
makes it nearly impossible to dismiss even the most underperforming teacher. By implementing
these reforms, we’ll make the system more accountable and better able to reward good results.
 
We have a lot more work to do.
 
It has been shown that from the first through third grade a child “learns to read,” but from the
fourth grade on a child “reads to learn.” Our children must be able to read at grade appropriate
levels to be successful, and so I will work with our superintendent and my secretary of
education to take steps towards the elimination of social promotion.

 
We also need to make some common sense changes that save money, like moving towards
electronic textbooks where appropriate. And we must reduce remediation rates and develop
better and more accurate systems to track student progress, so we know what’s working and
what isn’t.
 
In the next few years, I am confidant Oklahoma will be the beneficiary of true education reform
that delivers on many of these fronts.
 
Superintendent Janet Barresi and Secretary of Education Phyllis Hudecki are two of the
strongest, most dedicated and most qualified women ever to spearhead education reform efforts
in Oklahoma.
 
I know the legislature is committed to improving our schools as well.
           
And it must be. Because nothing – and I mean nothing – is as important to the success of this
state than raising the bar in education.
 
With the right tools, our children will be the business leaders, the entrepreneurs, the social
workers, and the teachers of the future. They will be our innovators and our civic leaders.
 
But to get there tomorrow, they need us to make the right choices today … to budget
responsibly, to ensure that our government operates efficiently and effectively and to reform
those agencies that don’t, to pursue an agenda that is pro-jobs and pro-business, to empower our
citizens, to improve our health and to recommit ourselves to providing quality education and
quality schools.
 
It won’t happen overnight. But it starts now.
           

…
 
One hundred and twenty-two years ago, many thousands of pioneers came in covered wagons to
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the unsettled lands of Oklahoma. They built tent cities in the unsettled wilderness.
 
In 2011, we’re done with tent cities and covered wagons. Now we build skyscrapers and jet
engines, develop new crops and find new cures for disease. And our future is every bit as
exciting today as it was then.
 
We have the tools we need to move Oklahoma forward, to forge a prosperous future and to
ensure that the next century of history in this state is as impressive as the last.
 
Let’s work together to build that future, for ourselves, our children and our children’s children. 
In closing, let’s share this simple goal: every year, when we return to these chambers, the state
of our state will be stronger, healthier, better educated and more prosperous than it was the year
before.
 
Thank you. God bless you and God bless Oklahoma.
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To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Caller Pat Briley
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:26:13 AM

Fyi – this is what I’ll send to Keili about this caller. 
1.       Pat Briley :  He is 64 and a Veteran.  Re:  Obamacare: he wanted to point out

that the severability clause is not referenced in this ruling.  He thought that the law would
either pass or fail in entirety.  Also he said that they did strike down the part of the bill that
would have increased Medicaid payments.

 
 

From: Marcia Crawford 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:16 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Caller Pat Briley
 
Katie,
 
I don’t really think that you should worry about this call.  I will relay his message through to Keili.
 
Thanks,
Marcia
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: CapitolBeatOK News Update
Date: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 3:56:00 PM

 

From: Patrick B. McGuigan [mailto:patrick@capitolbeatok.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2011 2:34 PM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: CapitolBeatOK News Update
 
 

Kansas joins Oklahoma to opt out of “innovator” federal exchange grant

Patrick B. McGuigan
 
The state of Kansas on Tuesday (August 9) decided to return to the U.S. government the “early
innovator” grant awarded last year.

A new world? No, says Union lobby chief who lists conservative interests on his Facebook page
 
Stacy Martin 
 
The head lobbyist executive for Oklahoma’s largest teacher’s union has listed numerous
conservatives and conservative groups as “activities and interests” on his personal Facebook
page, a recent check showed.
 
Governor Fallin Announces Thunderbird Chapel Project
 

Governor Mary Fallin announced a project today (Tuesday, August 9) to construct a chapel at
Camp Gruber, with the groundbreaking taking place next month. The project, which has received
strong support from Oklahoma citizens, businesses and state leaders, will establish a chapel for
the camp, which currently does not have a spiritual center.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Careless Whispers Reveal Obama’s True Intentions To Destroy America
Date: Saturday, March 31, 2012 4:04:51 PM

 
 
From: Floyd Brown
Sent: Saturday, March 31, 2012 3:03 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Careless Whispers Reveal Obama’s True Intentions To Destroy America
 

Breaking News from the White House Watch Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

The White House Watch

  

Do not miss a single issue, add listmanager@thewhitehousewatch.com to your buddy list,
contact list or safe list.

Careless Whispers Reveal Obama’s True
Intentions To Destroy America
Mar 31, 2012 02:09 pm

Last Monday, President Obama was overheard whispering to Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev about plans to pursue another round of reductions of our stockpiles of nuclear
weapons and the halt of a European missile defense shield. At the end of the meeting, the
two leaders’ conversation were caught on a hot mike. It seems that our [...]

Read More and Comment: Careless Whispers Reveal Obama’s True Intentions To Destroy
America
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The Left’s Orwellian Censorship Campaign
Mar 31, 2012 02:01 pm

Liberal theologian William Ellery Channing once observed, “The cry has been that when
war is declared, all opposition should be hushed. A sentiment more unworthy of a free
country could hardly be propagated.” War has indeed been declared. Channing’s
contemporary liberal counterparts have declared a war for our culture. But while
Channing presumably held to [...]

Read More and Comment: The Left’s Orwellian Censorship Campaign
 

Video: Obama’s Records Are Missing: Full
Length Report
Mar 31, 2012 01:54 pm

InfoWars.com was also at Sheriff Joe’s press conference earlier this week and was able to
get a few exclusive interviews. Related posts: Sheriff Joe On Obama’s Forged Identity
Records Sheriff Joe Arpaio speaks out about the importance of local… Immigration

Records Missing For Week Of Obama’s Birth After months of searching, investigators
commissioned by Maricopa [...]

Watch the Video and Comment: Video: Obama’s Records Are Missing: Full Length Report
 

Aw, How Nice Of You, Obama!!
Mar 31, 2012 01:44 pm

President Obama wants his dear friend Vlad the Russian not to worry about the details of
how the American missile defense system in Europe will be designed and implemented.
Once he gets re-elected, the president said, he’ll have more “flexibility” to deal with
Moscow’s concern that the missile system, which is intended to guard Europe [...]

Read More and Comment: Aw, How Nice Of You, Obama!!
 

Keith Olbermann Fired Again!
Mar 31, 2012 01:40 pm
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Keith Olbermann has been fired again! It seems that chaos ensues wherever Mr.
Olbermann goes to disseminate his unabashed left-wing commentary.  After burning
bridges with the folks at MSNBC, he took a position at Al Gore’s Current TV network.  If
you are curious about this network, be forewarned that brain hemorrhaging upon viewing
is a [...]

Read More and Comment: Keith Olbermann Fired Again!
 

Video: The SHOCKING New Cost Of
Obamacare
Mar 31, 2012 01:30 pm

Every time we re-evaluate Obamacare, the price tag goes up. America cannot afford this
monstrosity. If it is not repealed, then America goes bankrupt. I believe this is what

Obama wants. Related posts: Shocking Video: Andrew Breitbart’s Last Interview Was
With Sheriff Joe Arpaio About Obama Eligibility The news conference of Sheriff Joe

Arpaio on [...]

Watch the Video and Comment: Video: The SHOCKING New Cost Of Obamacare
 

A Conservative’s Call For Palin To Run As A
Third Party Candidate
Mar 31, 2012 01:23 pm

After listening to a recent Rush Limbaugh segment where he reads a letter from a
conservative friend who is in despair at a Romney Republican ticket, it got me thinking
about the dilemma we are in. We have been told from the beginning by both the
mainstream media and Republican establishment that Romney is the [...]

Read More and Comment: A Conservative’s Call For Palin To Run As A Third Party
Candidate
 

Obama, The Russians, And Missile Defense:
Historical Parallels
Mar 31, 2012 01:15 pm

22915

http://floydreports.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=3668d6dcdf76634e54cc134ed&id=7ed6b1dd69&e=d22d43735d
http://floydreports.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=3668d6dcdf76634e54cc134ed&id=f9fe132772&e=d22d43735d
http://floydreports.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3668d6dcdf76634e54cc134ed&id=26ee162ead&e=d22d43735d
http://floydreports.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3668d6dcdf76634e54cc134ed&id=d9a878b6e7&e=d22d43735d
http://floydreports.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3668d6dcdf76634e54cc134ed&id=d9a878b6e7&e=d22d43735d


Photo credit: terrellaftermath President Obama has caused quite a stir with a private
comment made to Russian President Dimitri Medvedev. In discussing missile defense,
Obama suggested he would be prepared to yield to Russian demands after the November
election. “This is my last election,” said Obama, not knowing his words were being picked
up by [...]

Read More and Comment: Obama, The Russians, And Missile Defense: Historical
Parallels
 

Video: Republican Congressman On Fast
And Furious: “Obama Must Be Stopped”
Mar 31, 2012 01:12 pm

Radio host Cam Edwards talks to Congressman Blake Farenthold with the aatest on the
ATF, ICE, & Fast and Furious. Related posts: Rep. Blake Farenthold On Friday Night Fast

And Furious Document Dump In this video from the National Rifle Association, Rep.
Blake… Rep. Louie Gohmert: For Holder, Fast And Furious Is All About Politics [...]

Watch the Video and Comment: Video: Republican Congressman On Fast And Furious:
“Obama Must Be Stopped”
 

Trayvon Martin’s Death Signals Deeper
Problems
Mar 31, 2012 01:11 pm

The justifiable outrage over the death of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin in Sanford, Florida
should give all Americans reason for pause. How could an unarmed young man carrying a
bag of skittles threaten gun-carrying neighborhood watch volunteer George Zimmerman,
who was almost twice Martin’s weight? Certainly the situation grows more complicated as
emotions soar, but a [...]

Read More and Comment: Trayvon Martin’s Death Signals Deeper Problems
 

Stay Tuned: Sheriff Joe Press Conference
Video Coming Soon!
Mar 31, 2012 01:02 pm
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Last week, we announced that Sheriff Joe Arpaio is having a press conference on the 31st
of March (today) at 1:30 pm. Both Sheriff Joe and his Cold Case Posse’s lead investigator
Mike Zullo will be present. As many of you know, the mainstream media will give this
important event virtually no treatment, so we [...]

Read More and Comment: Stay Tuned: Sheriff Joe Press Conference Video Coming Soon!
 

Video: Educators Now Make Up 12% Of US
Millionaires
Mar 31, 2012 01:01 pm

We keep hearing that educators need more money. At least according to these figures,
some teachers are indeed doing very well. Related posts: Activist Group Pushes Video To
‘Train’ Educators How To Teach 6-12 Year-Olds About Gays And Lesbians The Human

Rights Campaign, a homosexual advocacy group, has produced… Video: Democrats, Not
Colbert, Make A [...]

Watch the Video and Comment: Video: Educators Now Make Up 12% Of US Millionaires
 

North Carolina Military Post Concert Geared
Toward Atheists
Mar 31, 2012 12:59 pm

For the first time in history, a U.S. military base will play host to an event aimed at service
personnel and their families who don’t believe in God. The Rock Beyond Belief concert,
scheduled to happen Saturday at Fort Bragg, will bring together bands, speakers and
events intended for families and young children. The headline [...]

Read More and Comment: North Carolina Military Post Concert Geared Toward Atheists
 

Video: Jimmy Carter: Democrats Should
Abandon Pro-Abortion Position
Mar 31, 2012 12:50 pm

Appearing on the radio talk show of conservative radio host Laura Ingraham today,
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former President Jimmy Carter said he believes the Democratic Party should moderate its
position on abortion, which it currently supports without limits and funded at taxpayer
expense. Carter said toning down the stridently pro-abortion position would help win

back Republicans who abandoned [...]

Watch the Video and Comment: Video: Jimmy Carter: Democrats Should Abandon Pro-
Abortion Position
 

Biden Confident High Court Will Affirm
Health Care
Mar 31, 2012 12:21 pm

Vice President Joe Biden says he’s confident the Supreme Court will uphold the
constitutionality of the health care law. Biden says in an interview taped for CBS’s “Face
the Nation” that “we think the mandate and the law are constitutional and we think the
court will rule that way.” Asked about the chances it would [...]

Read More and Comment: Biden Confident High Court Will Affirm Health Care
 

Video: Gerald Celente – Trends In The News
Mar 31, 2012 12:20 pm

If you have never watched Gerald Celente and his Trends in the News show on YouTube,
today, you are in for a wake up call. The Obama recovery is a fraud and Gerald explains

why. Gerald has been forecasting news trends for decades with incredible accuracy. What
he sees ahead isn’t pleasant. Related posts: Pope: [...]

Watch the Video and Comment: Video: Gerald Celente – Trends In The News
 

More to read:
Will Obama Defy Supreme Court If ObamaCare Is Ruled Unconstitutional?
Forgerygate: An Open Letter To The Staff Of Andrew Breitbart, Part 2
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Video: Is Barack Obama A Soviet Spy?
What Did The Left Actually Get Out Of The Zimmerman-Martin Case?
Video: Obama A Hypocrite When It Comes To ‘Civility’
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From: 

To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Attachments: 

Cox- Kain. Julie 

Katie Altshuler 

FW: CBO reports PPACA costs 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 3:07:37 PM 
AAF Budget Impact of Medicaid Opt-Out 6 State Scenario dhe.pptx 
AAF Memo CBO Score of SCOTUS Decision 7-24- 12.odf 

They are still asking for costs - see below. 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 1:45 PM 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Lindsay Russell 
Subject: CBO reports PPACA costs 

According t o news out lets: The healt h law update from the Congressional Budget Office on 

Tuesday found t hat costs would drop by $84 bil lion over 11 years because not all stat es 

wou ld opt in to M edicaid expansion. About 6 mi llion fewer people w ill be covered by 

Medicaid and the Ch ildren's Healt h Insurance Program, but about half of t hem would end 

up covered in t he state-based healt h insurance exchanges, so about 3 mill ion more people 

wou ld be uninsured. 

http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/fi les/cbofi I es/attach men ts/ 434 72-07 -2 4-2012-

CoyerageEstj mates pdf 

Attached is the American Act ion Forum's (AAF) model ing to show t he impact of t he SCOTUS 

M edicaid decision on the federa l budget before t he above announcement from CBO. The 

memos also are ava ilable on the Forum's website: http·//b jt ly/OtlpNA. 

We'll be providing you materials regarding t he analysis of CBO's announcement as soon as 

we can. 

If you have not final ized or sent us your cost s to stat es informat ion, please forward t hat t o 

Lindsay at 

Thank you, 

M arie 

Marie Thomas Sanderson 

Policy Director 

Republican Governors Association (RGA) 

MSanderson@rga.org 

Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC) 

Office (202) 464- 8556 
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Share This Email:

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: CO, NY, OK, & UT Candidates and the Repeal Pledge
Date: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 10:08:23 AM

I don’t know if Oklahoma signed or not.
 
From: Hadley Heath, Independent Women's Voice
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 9:11 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: CO, NY, OK, & UT Candidates and the Repeal Pledge
 

If you are having trouble viewing this email, view it online.

CO, NY, OK, & UT Candidates and the Repeal Pledge

Fellow Patriot,

We've been telling you about key upcoming primary races and asking for your help in
contacting candidates and asking them to sign the ObamaCare Repeal Pledge.

On June 26th, Colorado, New York, Oklahoma, and Utah will hold their primary
contests.

Below is the information you need to contact the in-contention candidates running for
office in key races. 

Would you take a few minutes to email, Tweet, Facebook, and call them today and
ask them to sign the Repeal Pledge to demonstrate that they're ready to walk the
walk when it comes to repealing ObamaCare?  Tell them to go to
www.TheRepealPledge.com and sign the Pledge today!

Share  this important information with your family and friends, on social media, and
alert those you know in these states.

We've highlighted those candidates who have already signed in bold, and you can thank
them for taking the Pledge:

Colorado Congressional District 1 — 2 Candidates, 1 Pledge Signer

Richard Murphy (R) Facebook
Danny Stroud (R) SIGNED
PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter Email 303-973-

1247

New York GOP Senate Primary — 3 Candidates, 2 Pledge Signers

Wendy Long (R) SIGNED
PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter 917-387-

6370
George Maragos (R) Website Facebook Twitter Email
Bob Turner (R) SIGNED
PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter Email

Oklahoma Congressional District 2 — 6 Candidates, 3 Pledge Signers

George Faught (R) SIGNED Please 918-682-
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PLEDGE Thank! Facebook Twitter Email 8383
Markwayne Mullin (R) Website Facebook Twitter Email
Wayne Pettigrew (R)
SIGNED PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter Email

Dustin Rowe (R) Website Facebook Twitter Email 580-371-
8444

Dwayne Thompson (R)
SIGNED PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter Email 918-457-

7072

Dakota Wood (R) Website Facebook Twitter Email 918-212-
6173

Utah GOP Attorney General Primary — 2 Candidates, 0 Pledge Signers

Sean Reyes (R) Website Facebook Twitter Email 801-872-
9847

John Swallow (R) Website Facebook Twitter Email 801-386-
9074

Utah GOP Senate Primary —2 Candidates, 2 Pledge Signers

Orrin Hatch (R) Incumbent
SIGNED PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter 801-797-

8200
Dan Liljenquist (R) SIGNED
PLEDGE

Please
Thank! Facebook Twitter Email 801-923-

4326

Again, thank you for all that you are doing to help repeal ObamaCare.

                                                                        Sincerely,

                                                            
                                                               Hadley Heath
                                                               Policy Analyst
                                                               Independent Women's Voice

                                                                                

Visit IWV Online   |   About Us    |   Contact Us   |   Donate Follow Us:

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system March 19, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: wanda galland
To: 2childrenofgod@
Subject: Fw: COMPLETE GOVERNMENT CONTROL
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 9:57:48 AM

Pass this on as the information needs to get to every American.  Prayer will save our Nation.  2 Chronicles 7:14
Wanda

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Tea Party News <email@news.teapartyinfo.org>

To: go_wonderer_go  

Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 7:12 PM

Subject: COMPLETE GOVERNMENT CONTROL

To view this as a web page, click here

URGENT: A few days ago we sent you a warning about a secret plan Obama and his one-world comrades are cooking up.
Obama, “America’s Fraud President” is still planning the overthrow of all we hold dear, all that is constitutionally sacred and all
that we believe in. How can this be?

Obama is about to order the execution of his Executive Order 13603. This is not an “if” but a “WHEN”!

Executive Order 13603 was recently uncovered by the Tea Party Research Team—it’s one of those stealth maneuvers America’s
Fraud President likes to pull as he pulls the wool over the eyes of innocent Americans.

We know that we stumbled upon what was supposed to be a big secret—a real hush-hush move made by O’Scuma. It is our
duty as Americans to expose his malevolent agenda to you and to all Americans.

Let me tell you: if you thought that voting God out of the Democrat Party was wicked, wait till you hear this.

The Tea Party reported to you a few weeks ago that on March 16, 2012 Obama (America’s Fraud President) wrote and signed
Executive Order 13603 naming it: “National Defense Resources Preparedness,” and while a few conservative media outlets wrote
a handful of stories about this outrageous Executive Order, the interest died out.

The pieces of the Obama puzzle are falling into place and his sinister plan is emerging
clearer than ever: Use of weapons of mass destruction on Americans!

Through Executive Order 13603 Obama gave himself the power to control all vital aspects of our beloved nation.

The more the Tea Party Research team digs, the more we discover about the execution of Obama’s America-killing plan as it
unfolds—and it is HORRIBLE. Beyond the worst you can imagine.

Take a look at some of the sinister and menacing forces that will be put into motion. They are weapons of mass
destruction!

Seizing of all forms of civil transportation 

Do you realize what this means? Obama specially wrote “civil” NOT “public” transportation. In the name of a national emergency
(which Obama has yet to define which, in turn, means he can define it any way he wants) he can grab ALL forms of
transportation civilians use, including:

Automobiles, trucks and delivery vehicles 
Boats and ships
Your cars, your children’s cars and even grandma’s car
City buses
Trains
Airplanes
Motorcycles
Bicycles
Scooters, skateboards and wagons 
Horse and buggies
Snowmobiles
Tractors (Yes, some people drive to town on tractors)
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A secret plan went into action right under our noses a few months ago—the very plan the Blame Stream Media
deliberately hid from the American people.

Obama forgot to tell you that he can grab ALL FORMS OF CIVIL TRANSPORTATION, didn’t he? How convenient to keep the
good citizens of America in the dark.

But it doesn’t stop there.

While other groups are asleep at the wheel and playing politics your Tea Party has been at work exposing the rat in the White
House.

Obama doesn’t stop at just grabbing transportation but will grab the food out of your mouth. He will also grab”

All commodities and products capable of being ingested by either human beings or animals. In other words all
food products, growing, picked and in store, including:

Farm crops
Inventory in grocery stores
Grandmas garden vegetables
Your canned goods
Dog food and livestock feed
Survival food cache
Fish from fish farms
Fruit from orchards

The lame stream media not only turned a blind eye to Obama’s evil deeds but has refused to comment on the Obama grab
when presented with the facts! The Main Blame media is NOT your friend.

Ready for more?

Health resources, which include, but are not limited to: drugs, biological products, medical devices, materials,
facilities, health supplies, services and equipment. This includes:

Hospitals
Vitamin stores
Wheel chair suppliers
Oxygen providers
Drug stores
First Aid supplies
Red Cross
Medical insurance companies

And the savage takeover of America doesn’t end there. Obama gives the power to government to take over…

All forms of energy:

Solar energy farms
Wind turbine projects
Niagara Falls electric plant
Your home generator
Hydro-electric dams
City power plants

All usable water from all sources: 

Mississippi River
The Great Lakes
Colorado River and all rivers
All ponds
All wells
All water sheds
All snow melts
All bottled water companies
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Yep, COMPLETE GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF IT ALL!!!! If this does not frighten you out of your wits, I don’t know
what will.

The Tea Party Research Team is discovering more everyday about “America’s Fraud President.”

Sound impossible? If you don’t believe what we are saying then look up Executive Order 13603 yourself. I assure you this one
thing: you will be shocked and frightened beyond anything you have ever known.

I can also tell you this: the Tea Party has been examining the Obama records from day one. Why? Because it has been proven
time after time Obama is a liar and cheat. This is why he has earned the name “America’s Fraud President.”

He has lied to the American people about his college transcripts, his law license, his birth certificate and his master piece
ObamaCare and ObamaTax.

If you have not seen it yet I strongly urge you to go see the documentary, 2016. You will be shocked and appalled at what you
learn. You will be shocked at how Obama’s ideologies were formed and by what his true plan is for subverting our country.

I guarantee you that by the end of the film, the entire puzzle will come together and you will see why we have been screaming
FRAUD all along.

The big picture will come completely into focus.

And, you will see that the Tea Party is gravely alarmed with very good reason—and understand why you should be, too.

Executive Order 13603 is another piece to the puzzle that brings together Obama’s evil master plan. 

How can you help? Donate now to help us spread the word far and wide about the atrocities being committed—and those
being set in motion—by America’s Fraud President.

You might ask: now how could he pull this off? I’ll tell you exactly how.

When Obama is defeated on the night of November 6, 2012 he will remain president until Romney is sworn in on January 20,
2013. That gives Obama over 74 days to do anything he can to finish his socialist agenda and possibly hurl America into such a
deep, dark abyss that we may never recover!

Here’s what’s even more frightening:

Obama could grab America before the end of the elections! 

How do we know this? Read the analysis yourself.

Why is Obama not worried about winning the election?

Obama is going to sledgehammer Executive Order 13603 into America no matter what the outcome of the elections may be.

He has already demonstrated he will write any executive order, take any action and lie any way he can to complete his master
agenda: the total and complete conversion of our Free-Enterprise Republic into a government-controlled socialist regime.

Obama, with great glee, signed on March 16, 2012, his Executive Order 13603 redefining and creating new policy about
America’s National Defense.

Obama’s Executive order 13603 is “National Defense Resources Preparedness.”

Mr. Obama – YOU SHALL FAIL!!!! We will NOT let you take America to her knees. 

The Tea Party has risen to prevent your re-election.

The day of big government will come to an end. The bailouts will stop and the grab for America will fail. We The People will not
stand by and watch our beloved nation be turned into a socialist state run by global communists.

We stand here and say: We are mad as hell and we are not going to take it anymore!
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ATTENTION ALL TEA PARTY MEMBERS: Don’t forget the…..

The Tea Party shall not elect any group who:

Fires God
Votes to turn their back on Israel
Demands higher taxes
Bails out Wall Street
Forces ObamaCare/ObamaTax down the throats of America
Tries to turn our free-enterprise republic into a government run communist state

Hey Barack! George W. Bush did something you can’t: He held America together on
September 11th and paved the way for Seal Team 6 to kill Osama bin Laden.

Are you starting to get the picture?

Do you think Obama would have issued this type of executive order if he thought he would be replaced by Romney or some
other non-donkey party candidate?

What does Obama know that we don’t?

Now do you understand why Obama and his minions MUST be defeated this coming November–
and Congress must immediately act to impeach him so he cannot call up any emergency in his
remaining 74 days in office? 

The Tea Party is comprised of all races, religions, all walks of life, retired, unemployed and over-employed, a true cross-cut of
America and we are tens of millions strong.

With our Tea Party power we must use our political muscle. We MUST deliver the KNOCKOUT BLOW to Obama.

Listen Up: The Tea Party has America’s back!

It is time to get off the couch and support our efforts to expose the rat in the White House…and I mean now.
Obama, “America’s Fraud President” is growing more dangerous by the day. 

Please Donate Now to help us get the word out…help us make those MILLION PLUS phone calls to expose America’s Fraud
President and all his latest frauds like Executive Order 13603.

With less than 10 weeks to the election we HAVE to bring people up-to-date on the latest findings on this deadly executive
order along with his fraudulent birth records.

In case you missed it, we now have evidence, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Obama is America’s Fraud President. For
starters, he presented a FORGED COPY OF HIS BIRTH CERTIFICATE to the American public. He’s hiding something huge.

The evidence is as clear as day. Won’t you please help us? Stand up and take aim. The only way we are going to defeat his
sinister plan is to stand up and fight it every step of the way.

Are you with me? Can we count on you?

Please say YES and DONATE TODAY to help us keep going with our campaign to EXPOSE AMERICA’S FRAUD PRESIDENT and
take out this imminent and deadly threat.

You are the hope for America. When the chips are down the American people come through every time. Many recognize the
internal destruction causing havoc in America but feel powerless and don’t know what to do next.

Well the Tea Party has the answer and it is to empower you!
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Here are some of the ways you can be involved from your home or office: 

SPONSOR ONE MILLION PHONE CALLS - CALL 

Be a sponsor and help get the message out to America and By-Pass the Lame Stream media. For less than .23 per household! 

DONATE – Grassroots Funded Non- Profit - GIVE 

Keep the Tea Party going by helping underwrite our work. We get no government money, no fat cat PACS, our efforts are completely
funded by YOU! 

SEND A FAX BLAST – 435 Fax Pages in one order! - BLAST 

All 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House of Representatives. Prewritten low-cost fax blast. Blast the hell out of them! 

FREE – Join Our Social Network Site - JOIN 

Free page, blog, forums, post/watch videos, talk to like-minded Patriots, read postings, join in free chats, get free Newsletters, Alerts, and
much more

EVERYTHING IS AT STAKE.

Please donate now to the ONE MILLION PLUS CALL CAMPAIGN to expose America’s Fraud President and keep the incredible
momentum going! Tea Party Citizens have tasted victory…now let’s take it all the way to Capitol Hill!

To squashing America’s Fraud President and the face of evil!

Ready, aim, FIRE THAT FRAUD!!!!

Steve Eichler
CEO—Teaparty.org

PS: Donate whatever you can today so America’s future is secured for tomorrow. A donation of just $23 can help us reach 100
households. Donate now—whatever you can do will help, no matter how large or small!

…and don’t forget: Pray for America now. (If Obama keeps this up, tomorrow prayer may be outlawed.)

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637
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From: Madeline Mitchell
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: constituent correspondence - teacher benefits/health care
Date: Wednesday, January 12, 2011 1:48:24 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, November 15, 2010 1:12 PM
To: Madeline Mitchell
Subject: constituent correspondence - teacher benefits/health care

________________________________________

Aaron Cooper

On 11/6/10 12:39 PM, "info@maryfallin.org" <info@maryfallin.org> wrote:

>The following information was recently submitted on the Mary Fallin for
>Governor Contact Us form:
>   
>Name:    Tracy Nordquist
>Email:    
>Phone:    
>
>Dear Governor-elect Fallin,
>Congratulations on your successful campaign to be the first woman elected
>governor of the State of Oklahoma. I am one of your constituents. My name
>is Tracy Nordquist.  I have been a middle school teacher at Cushing
>Middle school for 25 years.
>My pocketbook tells me that health care is my biggest concern. After
>paying the exorbitant health care premiums each month for my husband and
>two children, my current take home pay is currently $1360 per month.  I
>am switching to a less expensive plan with higher out-of-pocket expenses
>so I can get a raise this year.
>In January, my new premiums and projected out-of-pocket expenses will be
>$1100 per month for my family. That is $13,200 per year for health care.
>That is still 31.4% of my gross pay. With health care costs taking such a
>large portion of my gross pay, I won¹t be spending money on much more
>than the basics. 
>My husband, a self-employed real estate appraiser, and I have paid for
>our house, and as yet we have not had to take out any loans to pay
>college tuition for our children, but that has required sacrifice.
>There is very little savings for our retirement, but we want our children
>to begin their professional life without debt.  Yes, we are counting on
>Social Security and Medicare because after tuition costs, health care
>premiums, and a mortgage, there is not much savings for retirement.
>Personally, I am tired of the vilifying references to ³Obamacare.² It is
>health reform, and everyone should have access to health care. My faith
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>informs my politics. People of the poor and middle class are my
>neighbors, and they should have the same access to health care as the
>rich.  We have the most inefficient and expensive health care in the
>world.  Americans can do better.  Social services are not Socialism.
>As far as I am concerned, health reform did not go far enough. The
>uninsured continue to burden the system by not receiving well care and
>then using the emergency room for access to a doctor.  CEOs of insurance
>companies get rich while school teachers get small checks.  Insurance
>companies decide which medicines my doctor should prescribe and which
>services I should receive. How can the government do a worse job? I would
>rather pay higher taxes for an efficiently run single payer medical
>system which provides everyone in this country with health care.
>You can¹t fix the economy until you fix health care.
>Good luck and God bless,
>Tracy Nordquist 
>
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Constituent Services Report: July 23-27
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 11:28:31 AM

 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 4:38 PM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Rebecca Frazier; Glenn Coffee
Subject: Constituent Services Report: July 23-27
 
WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford, Kandi Batts
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 23 - July 27, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Quincy Foster 72% 96 100 Constituents are against paroling Mr. Foster

Pardons and Paroles 6% 4 12
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 4% 7 5

10 - Constituents are opposed to implementing PPACA // 2 -
Constituents are for the health care law and believe we should
implement

Taxes 3% 4 3

4 - Constituent is in favor of paying taxes on online purchases to
raise revenues for the state // 1 - Constituent is opposed to online
sales tax // 1 - Complaint about the debit cards used for tax refunds
/ Complaint about fees on cell phone bills

Human Services 2% 5
1 - Benefits // 2 - Custody // 2 - Complaints regarding DHS
employees

Agriculture 2% 4 2 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

Public Safety 2% 4 2

Complaints on agency understaffing, specifically for drivers license
exams. Long wait times and constituents being turned away for
multiple days.

Guns 2% 5  

Please make sure that Obama does not outlaw handguns // With all
the recent shootings, there is enough proof that more gun control is
needed // 2 - Constituent believes that open carry was a mistake //
Green card holders should be allowed to carry guns

Education 1%   4 4 - Support more funding for safe routes to schools

Narconon Facility 1%   4 Please investigate the deaths

UAS Announcement 1% 3
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Thank you 1% 2  
Letter states - "Governor Fallin, you make me proud to be an
Oklahoman" // Another constituent says "good job"!

Public Safety 0%   1
More pressure must be put on OHP to enforce trailer safety,
including their brake and signal lights

Elections 0% 1 Constituent is upset about the endorsement of Clark Jolley

Federal Issues 0% 1   Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Miscellaneous 0% 1  
Please fight to keep prayer in schools and "One Nation Under God"
in the pledge of allegiance

Transportation 0% 1 Our state's mass transit systems need to be improved
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TOTAL 130 141  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 4:20:51 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: dougleona@
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 5, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

[YOUR NAME]

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls
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Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Thursday, June 07, 2012 11:18:13 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: dougleona@
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 6:04 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials

Doug Qualls

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 6, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
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Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Contact Your State Officials
Date: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 4:19:58 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: dougleona@
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 10:39 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Contact Your State Officials

Doug Qualls
.

Heavener, OK 74937-3818

June 5, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Â As a concerned American citizen, I am writing to respectfully urge you
to uphold the Constitutional limits on the federal government by striking
down the Affordable Care Act - otherwise known as ObamaCare - as
unconstitutional.

With the U.S. Supreme Court having heard an unprecedented three days of
oral arguments on the constitutionality of ObamaCare, you are hearing from
Barack Obama's big-government lawyers and other high-priced attorneys. But
you are not hearing from the overwhelming majority of everyday patriotic
Americans who believe and feel strongly that ObamaCare is a direct assault
on liberty, the free market and to our Constitution.

We already know that ObamaCare is bad policy. But if the Supreme Court
upholds ObamaCare, perhaps the greatest cost of this government-dictated
healthcare scheme is our loss of liberty. In other words, if the federal
government can force us to buy health insurance approved by bureaucrats in
Washington - there will be no limits left on what it can do to us next.

Please do your duty, restore the Constitutional limitations outlined in
the Constitution and strike down ObamaCare.

Sincerely,

Doug Qualls

Doug Qualls sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
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system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From: William Qozfer 

To: 
Subject: 

denise northrup: Andrew Silvestri : Janet Baressi Suoertndendent of OK: melinda dauohe1ty 

FW: Conuption at the GOP Convention Gov. Fallin Booed on Stage 

Date: Monday, May 14, 2012 5:47:17 PM 

fyi 

Date: Mon, 14 May 2012 06:09:10 +0200 
To: crozier11 ••••• 
From: soonerteaparty@gmail.com 
Subject: Corruption at the GOP Convention Gov. Fallin Booed on Stage 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Oklahoma-Guardian 
Nears Deployment 

More Fear and Unrest 

Soft on Crime Bill 
Passes Legislature 

Gun Bills Cause 
Controversy 

Educators Make 
Liberal Politicians 

Republican On Paper 
Only 

Rattled Legislators 
Review the Revised 
Conservative Index 

Sponsors this 
week: 

The Carpenter 
Shop 

Forward this email to a friend 

Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives 

Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Partv Email List 

Forward this email to a friend 

State GOP Convention 
Corruption Yes, But Not 

Enough Troops Either 

The Oklahoma Republican Party should be hanging its head in shame after 
Saturday's State GOP Convention in Norman. A witch's brew of 
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358 North Rockwell 
OKC, Ok 
405-942-2644 
thecarpentershop.net 

The Carpenter Shop is 
a full line cabinet and 
countertop shop that 
travels all over the 
state building dream 
kitchens for discerning 
customers 

Claude Hall's 
Gun Shows 

okcgunshow.com 
okcgs.com 

Claude Hall has 
always take care of 
the Tea Party and the 
Ron Paul activist 
community at his gun 
shows. 

His next OKC dates 
are: 

May 19th - 20th, 
July 14 - 15th, 
Oct 6 - 7th 
Nov 17 - 18th 
Dec 15 - 16 

W o lflaser.com 

This guy is a Noble 
Oklahoma based 
company that has 
great prices on 
electronics of all 
types and 
inexpensive toner 
and ink for your 
printer. 

incompetence, corruption, and poor judgment caused a contentious 
convention despite the more than ample warning that the convention and the 
GOP would be closely monitored. Fights over the rules and even one physical 
incident on the convention floor when an elderly Romney supporter punched a 
young Ron Paul supporter in the back of the head marred the convention but 
passions were high. 

Now I am a fan of feisty old codgers and no doubt in his mind he was 
punching a "punk", and let's face it, the old coot was in his eighties if he was 
a day old and pretty shriveled up with age; approve of his behavior or not, it 
took some guts to reach out and wallop a young man like that. Of course the 
Paul supporter got blamed and the convention officials tried to oust him but 
after the crowd spoke up, holding up their cell phones with the video and 
pictures of the fracas, the sheriff deputy lead the pugnacious geezer away 
with an arm twisted behind his back. 

Other highlights were when Gov. Mary Fallin was booed by the crowd after 
she called Mitt Romney the Republican nominee despite the ongoing campaign 
and the yet to be held national convention. Gov. Fallin responded to the 
booing by stating that anyone that wasn't for Romney was for Obama. 

Former presidential candidate Tim Pawlenty also earned a round of booing 
after he repeated the mistake. Speaking to his base no doubt but very unwise 
to rile a crowd that is composed of 40% of another candidates supporters. 
The crowd was unusually disrespectful of Pawlenty, there was a constant dull 
roar of conversation as he spoke. Many wondered why the GOP would 
spend hard earned dollars on a political has been. 

.Around 1478 delegates were present, and I say around because incompetent 
GOP officials couldn't nail down an actual count of official delegates until after 
the 2:30 pm lunch break with 256 more votes on the first round of voting 
than there were actual delegates! 
GOP officials initially tried to be somewhat fair and allowed plenty of motions 
from the Ron Paul community and generally tried to explain the issue or 
address it with a proper vote but that all ended abruptly once the first vote 
showed that the Ron Paul movement had come up 10% short of the numbers 
needed to win. Suddenly Chairman Williams began riding roughshod over the 
minority, refusing to follow the rules that mandated a roll call vote on the 
National Delegate slate and even violated Roberts Rules of Order by 
adjourning the convention without the required 2/3rds maj ority. 

Roberts Rules of Order (RRoO) has been used for nearly 150 years in public 
meetings and even in legislative bodies, being the premier standard of 
meeting rules that are designed to allow the protection of minority opinion 
and upholding the rule of law. Without the rules, meetings or conventions 
descend into raw democracy, where a mob can trample individual rights. 
RRoO allows a republic mentality during a meeting if the rules are followed so 
most people on the losing side are at least comforted by knowing that they 
had their say and were respected. 
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Comtec Security 

Comtec 
provides residential 
and commercial 
security systems in 
Oklahoma. 

There is only one 
thing you really 
need to know 
about Comtec's 
quality and pricing, 
they do not require 
a contract for their 
services. 

Customers are free 
to walk away if 
their service isn't 
top quality. 

Rodent 
ResistantChicken 
Feeders! 
$50 + Shipping 

Advertise Your 
Business, Event, Or 
Service Here! 

State GOP chairman Matt Pinnell was quoted as saying that he believes that 
all Republicans will pull together after the convention to defeat Obama but I 
believe that he doesn't fully understand the mind set of Tea Party or Ron Paul 
supporters. Some of us believe that electing "Obama lite" Romney might give 
us some breathing room before our economy collapsed alongside our U.S. 
dollar but the reprieve would be short. A lot of people will just stay home in 
November and others might support Obama in an effort to force the 
uncertainty to a head. I personally believe that things will not change until 
things get bad, really, really, bad and although I would most likely be forced 
to support Romney I also understand why the others might want to bring this 
to a head. Plus Ron Paul brought in a lot of Democrats, gays, libertarians, 
even anarchists into his camp. Those people would either support Obama as 
a lesser of evil compared to Romney or just couldn't support Romney. 

Pinnell also vouched for the official slate of delegates which has been 
mistakenly reported as being chosen at the state convention. Nothing could 
be further from the truth; those delegates were chosen by the state executive 
board after vetting each candidate. They did what most political organizations 
would do, reward the faithful party workers as long as they would follow 
orders and support Romney. 

As it stands right now the Ron Paul movement has captured six to seven of 
the 43 delegate votes for the national convention. They have a total of nine 
delegates but a few of them are pledged to Romney according to state rules. 
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There was one positive outcome at the convention when National 
Committeeman Candidate Richard Engle was defeated by Steve Fair in a 
48/52 % vote. This was a tough decision for those Ron Paul supporters that 
actually knew Richard as he was known for several instances where he was 
caught being untruthful. Most people will lie on occasion, usually to protect 
themselves or to promote themselves and God help us if we held it against 
people when they lie to themselves but most of us will draw the line when 
someone gets caught lying to hurt another person. Look for another story in 
this issue on Richard the Rat for more details including evidence that at least 
two votes were discarded by GOP officials. 

But the controversy over the State GOP Convention didn't start on Saturday 
May 12th. The day before there was a State GOP Executive meeting that was 
to discuss the allegations of corruption at the 1st District GOP Convention and 
I wrangled a proxy so I could vote to support those that had been 
disenfranchised. Their leader came over before the meeting and answered a 
few questions and he was one of the better leaders in the grassroots, solid 
character and integrity, so I felt comfortable in supporting him. I had spoken 
to several county GOP chairs on this issue so I understood several versions of 
what happened and felt I could judge accurately. 

There was perhaps 100 members of the State GOP Executive Board on hand 
and eventually they came to the 1st District controversy and did a decent job 
in the beginning laying out the facts, giving both sides time to explain their 
points. The problem boiled down to refusing to follow Roberts Rules of Order 
and the State GOP Party rules which demanded a roll call vote on certain 
issues. 

The Ron Paul leader did a good job explaining a complicated issue but the 1st 
District Chairwoman and their legal counsel blamed everything on the 
procedures used and the lack of organization, claiming there was no intent to 
hamper one particular group. Little did they know that I had an email from 
the 1st District Chairwoman, Mrs. Farmer, which stated otherwise. In fact she 
stated that they were "fighting Ron Paul Libertarians", providing the motive 
needed to impeach her previous statements to the Board. 

When asked to read the sentence from her own email, after verifying that it 
was indeed her email, she refused to read it and Chairman Matt Pinnell 
realized that I had a keg of dynamite so he refused to allow me to finish my 
point. In Roberts Rules of Order, a point of privilege is one of the few 
motions that overrides all else, allows immediate interruption but Chairman 
Pinnell refused the second point of privilege after Mrs. Farmer refused to read 
her own email to the Board. 

The board meeting ended after the motion to redo the 1st District Convention 
was tabled. The board was packed with RINOs or anti Ron Paul Republicans 
and the vote was merely an advisement to Chairman Matt Pinnell as the issue 
had to be brought up before the entire state convention the next day under 
GOP rules. 

But the next day, knowing that the RINOs had 60/40 margin over those 
making the complaint, Chairman Matt Pinnell refused to allow the convention 
to discuss the issue, stating that the complaint would be dealt with at a State 
Committee meeting in the future. Yes, they had a large margin and might 
have been able to defeat the motion to reconvene the 1st District Convention 
but after the crowd heard the corruption and admission of no roll call votes, 
how many of the other side would have supported justice? 

I think in the end it was ridiculous to discuss the corruption at one convention 
while everyone was aware of the corruption happening before their very 
noses. I was disappointed in Chairman Pinnell's actions but I wasn't 
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surprised as Pinnell had already broken his word that I would be able to 
address the Cleveland County Corruption case where the County Chairman 
and their State Committeewoman had me thrown out of the convention for no 
reason. And there is one more example of State GOP corruption that will be 
published in this newsletter. 

Why did the Ron Paul faction lose? They used poor tactics, quibbling over the 
amending the rules and alienating moderate Republicans instead of just voting 
on the first slate and defeating it if they had the numbers. They are a 
libertarian group and had no command and control over who spoke for them 
as a group. But their biggest mistake was in not earning delegate slots during 
the primary election. 

As a group they pretty much refused to call voters despite having a voter 
vault available. Some did, but thousands more refused to call, either not 
understanding the significance of doing so or just not wanting to go to the 
trouble. They ignored Dr. Paul's campaign for Liberty organization that was 
set in place for the sole purpose of getting them ready for the 2012 election. 
They didn't win the popular vote, putting them in the unenviable position of 
being labeled as "stealing" the delegate votes. Now Ronald Regan used the 
same tactics in his election and by the rules the delegate strategy is legal. But 
is it fair? Many of the moderate Republicans thought it wasn't so they fought 
back. 

Their complaints are legitimate but might not be addressable. One point of 
order was met with the Chairman saying "Sit down Richard!" and there was a 
contested standing vote that was "verified" with another standing vote! The 
day ended with the disgruntled delegates being herded out of a darkened 
room as hotel employees moved the moveable walls to divide the room. 
They then convened a "rump" caucus in the hotel parking lot where they 
elected a chairman, accepted a slate of delegates for the national convention, 
a national committee man and woman. The problem is that a quorum is 
needed, 2/3rds of the original delegates must support the re convening of the 
convention or it will be illegal. 

In the end I see that some of the roughshod actions might can be construed 
as a Chairman protecting his convention from dilatory motions as the opposing 
side didn't likely have the votes. That said, they are on the hook for not 
following the rules to end the convention. 
Video of the May 12th GOP State Conventionth GOP State Convention 

Saturday May 12th was a day of absolute shame for Oklahoma Republicans. 
We saw that our own GOP leaders were so corrupt as to trample on the rights 
of others as they ignored their own party rules and Roberts Rules of Order. 
Next year are county elections and it is going to be tough rooting out the old 
leadership in these corrupt Republican county GOP organizations so that truth 
and justice isn't raped at the conventions and board meetings of the GOP, but 
it must be done. 

In the mean time it is important that we take that frustration and anger and 
focus it where it should be sent, exposing the incumbent GOP RINO 
candidates. We can't touch Chairman Pinnell or the other GOP officials that 
allowed this travesty but we can hurt the ones they are protecting. Let's 
expose Bobby Cleveland of Cleveland County, one of the worst examples, by 
exposing his reputation. Let's expose RINO Representative Todd Thompson 
of Ada, "Mr. Obama care" Repre.sentative Glen Mulready of Tulsa, Senator 
Dan Newberry of Tulsa, Senator Mazzei of Tulsa, and Senator Clark Jolley of 
Edmond. All of these people have extensive records of bad voting and 
progressive /liberal agendas, three of them supported Sharia law in America 
with their refusal to support the ALAC bill, and all of them make excellent 
poster boys for the RINO brand. And all of them have excellent candidates 

th 
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opposing them on the June 26 primary. 

Action Alert 

Todd Thompson has a 40 on the 2011 RINO Index, voting for illegal 
immigration, Obama Care/Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchanges, and he 
never meets a corporate welfare bill that he doesn't like. He recently told a 
Tea Party crowd in Ada that he couldn't sign the personhood bill because it 
would endanger his political future at the House. Thompson has an excellent 
opponent, Cole Gallup of Ada who can be reached through his facebook page 
by clicking on this link. Volunteer to help him! 

You can help expose the notorious Bobby Cleveland by supporting the 
Oklahoma-Guardian newspaper which will have thousands of copies hitting 
Cleveland County in the next week to two weeks as we find volunteers to 
deliver. His opponents are Alon Morrison and Gil Hensley, volunteer to help 
them 

Alon Morrison, 708 N. Main Steet , Newcastle, OK 73065 
(405) 387-4867 (405) 556-0794 (cell) 
www.morrison4district20.org 

Facebook: Morrison for House District 20 
Gil Hensley can be contacted at Hensley4House@gmail.com or 405-595-1210 

Representative Glen Mulready, Mr. Obama Care himself, has a 40 in the RINO 
Index for supporting Obama Care, opposing Open carry, opposing HR 1004, 
and supporting corporate welfare, will be the recipient of the second copy of 
the Oklahoma-Guardian and we have already mapped out over 80% of 
Mulready's district to receive a copy of the newspaper. His opponent is 
Darr.en Gantz who can be reached through his website by clicking this link. 
Help him please! 

Senator Dan Newberry voted against the ALAC bill, supporting Sharia law over 
State and Federal law, earning him the nickname "Shariaberry". Newberry's 
district is being mapped for newspaper distribution in the second edition of the 
Oklahoma-Guardian with about 40% of the district ready to distribute. His 
opponent is Mark Crouch and can be reached through his website by following 
this link. Help Mark by volunteering to phone bank or knock doors. 

Senator Mike Mazzei refused to attend the committee meeting to support the 
ALAC bill, ensuring the defeat of the bill. His opponent is Ronda Vuillemont
Smith, a Tulsa 912 Group leader who can be reached by following this link. 
Help her in anyway you can. 

Senator Clark Jolley is another Senator that refused to attend the committee 
vote on the ALAC bill, ensuring that the bill was defeated. His challenger is 
Paul Blair who can be reached at this link. 
http://www.blairforsenate.com/ Senate Districts are huge so pitch in to help 
Paul. 
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Richard the Rat 

Yes, there were two proven cases of votes being thrown out at the Saturday 
State GOP Convention. They dovetail with the story of Richard Engle, the 
candidate for the national committeeman seat that was defeated by Steve 
Fair. Mr. Engle has done a lot of work for the GOP but his character was 
such that he had no business being elected to one of the top GOP positions in 
the state. 

On April 27th of 2010 Mr. Engle was forced to resign from the Oklahoma 
Constitutional Alliance board after getting caught lying to a fellow board 
member during an attempt to oust the Chairman of the organization. After 
learning that the key board member had learned the truth and withdrawn his 
support from the ouster attempt, Richard sent an email of resignation before 
the scheduled teleconference board meeting could be held. Of course Engle 
didn't admit to the real reason for his resignation, he claimed that the OCA 
didn't have the same goals as his organization but he was hosting the meeting 
at his office to oust the Chairman of the OCA and at 3 pm the person that 
called the meeting (Alan Conner) backs out followed a few minutes later by 
Engle dropping out by claiming an emergency doctor visit. Mr. Engle had been 
caught red-handed and he was about to be removed and knew the story 
would spread. 

The OCA fought for common issues supported by all of the 35 member groups 
and as Richard represented OCPAC on the Board and had a full hand in the 
running of the organization as the Vice Chair, it is ludicrous to suggest that 
Engle was pulling out for other reasons. 

A more recent incident occurred in January when Mr. Engle was caught 
misrepresenting the comments of a third party, turning completely positive 
statements into negative statements against someone in an attempt to trash 
their reputation. Showing atrocious judgment, Mr. Engle then forwarded a 
copy of his email to the person whose statements he had misrepresented, 
earning an immediate response denouncing the "spin" and setting the record 
straight. The most troubling part of this was that a total of nineteen people 
were on that email list and almost all of them continued to support Mr. Engle 
for the National Committeeman slot. Maybe it is just me, but catch someone 
lying red-handed in front of me and I'm not likely going to help run them for a 
very powerful and important position like national committeeman of the 
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Oklahoma GOP. 

In his bid for the national committeeman slot Engle was supported by several 
politicians and former politicians including Randy Brogdon, John Doak, Charlie 
Meadows, and former Speaker Lance Cargill. One in particular made me 
pause, Randy Brogdon, who compared Engle to our founding fathers. Randy, 
I take exception to this. Engle has done a lot of valuable service to the 
conservative movement in general and for the GOP but I never want to see 
someone of his character being compared to the revered founding fathers of 
our nation nor has Engle come even close to that sort of heroism. Perhaps 
you hadn't seen this side of Engle but in the future I would be more careful of 
endorsements. 

I've learned that the most important sentence in politics is "So what?" and our 
readers might wonder why these ethical lapses rise to importance and why 
now. Character is a prediction of future behavior but in Engle's case we 
have an even better example of how it immediately impacted politics. 

Shortly after becoming appointed to the Ron Paul state coordinator position I 
had ran into Engle at the Grady County GOP Convention. A surrogate was 
there for Steve Fair, handing out flyers and I had taken one to learn more 
about the candidate for National Committeeman. Mr. Engle slithers over and 
tries to hand me one of his flyers which I declined. Engle looked at me and 
said "You took Steve's flyer but you won't take mine?" to which I replied 
"Richard, I already know you very well." 

This was in front of others but after they had drifted away (they got it without 
knowing the entire story), Richard was standing there unsure of what to do 
but knowing that he had to do something, so I asked him "Richard, would you 
admit to have making .... "mistakes" in the past?" Engle hesitated for a 
couple of seconds, then admitted to making "mistakes" and asked if I would 
sit down to speak with him about the issue. At that point I wanted Richard in 
my pocket to help control some of the more unruly and combative grassroots 
supporters as well as the GOP officials so I left the issue in limbo. 

That night the Grady County Chair was not wanting to hold precinct elections, 
not out of malice, just didn't know what to do, and he was arguing with me 
until Richard Engle stepped up and whispered to him. Next thing I know the 
Chair is calling for precincts to split up and have their meetings. 

A week or so later I was speaking to an influential mutual friend and I brought 
up the issue of Engle's character and made it dear that I was concerned 
about Engle running for the national committeeman slot. Surely we could find 
someone better. It wasn't but a few minutes before it was suggested to me 
that Richard be used to knock down the recent Oklahoma organization that a 
few Oklahoma City grassroots leaders had thrown up to try to prevent me 
from running a campaign . I didn't agree to anything so it wasn't a deal, more 
like a good will gesture to convince me not to oppose Richard. And a few 
nights later Richard Bee's me on an email to the Oklahoma City grassroots 
leaders of the state group, supporting me and leading the fight to shut down 
their organization. 

From their perspective, knowing that Richard hated my guts, then seeing him 
support me by shutting down the grassroots Oklahoma group, then the thing 
to do was to listen to Engle. And it was the right thing to do, one campaign 
had to lead. But to turn on your own people like that to protect yourself from 
the consequences of your own acts ... 

That is my fear with people of exceedingly poor character; they might turn on 
our own goals to promote themselves. I wondered if Engle might do the 
same to the activist community at the state convention or afterward, I 
wondered if he might have a chance of using his position, were he elected, to 
promote politicians that weren't the most conservative choice in order to 
feather his nest, but most of all I questioned his judgment to leave a paper 

22946



trail behind him as he turned on allies and friends. Shoot, if someone is 
brazen enough and thinks he is slick enough to get away with something like 
this, it is going to be entertaining but in the end I felt that I should speak up 
and expose Mr. Engle. 

In the end, I rejected the idea of standing up and calling for a " point of 
privilege" and questioning the character and integrity of Mr. Engle during the 
convention. Instead when people would ask me about Mr. Engle, I told them 
the truth. I told a lot of people about this. Mr. Engle lost by around thirty 
votes so justice was served and the better man was elected even if he wasn't 
in our camp. We should never lose sight of the fact that our goal is to clean 
up politics but that won't happen by sending snakes to represent us. 

Oh, and the two votes that we have proof that they were thrown out? 
Mickey Mouse got two votes that weren't counted leaving one to wonder at 
the depth of the depravity of the Oklahoma GOP Republican leaders. You 
see, I couldn't bring myself to vote for either man. Steve Fair was a good 
man but he stands for too much that I don't believe in. I voted for Mickey 
Mouse as did a fellow delegate yet no Mickey Mouse votes were recorded. 
What, do they have a problem with a talking mouse that wears no pants and 
has no visible genitalia? Is this specism? Are they upset with Mickey's long 
standing relationship with Minnie Mouse and want him to make an honest 
mouse out of her? Or did they get the joke and put Mickey Mouse votes into 
the Richard the Rat column? 

Holding Sykes Accountable to a Higher Standard 
By R.H. 

For the most part, we have left the Senate alone this session, but the actions, 
or the inactions of several Senators have provoked the ire of the Sooner Tea 
Party. Though some of them are not up for election this time around, they 
should know that they are now on our screen, and wil l be exposed at every 
opportunity. 

One thing I have become convinced of since I have become politically active is 
attorney's make terrible politicians. I base this theory on the knowledge that 
attorneys are well versed in the ability to be able to double talk someone into 
believing what they say. If they can't dazzle them with their brilliance, they'll 
baffle them with their BS. 

Senator Sykes is from Newcastle, Ok. but currently resides in Moore, Ok. He 
received his bachelors and his Law degree from the University of Oklahoma. 

Senator Sykes has made a couple of comments regarding the "Save our 
State" Amendment that banned the use of International Law and Sharia Law 
in Oklahoma. In essence he chose to defend SQ 755 in the courts over 
passing HB 1552 which would have corrected the objections raised by the 
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courts and allowed the measure to go into effect. This statement was made 
on April 11, 2011. 

On January 10, 2012 he made a statement regarding a court ruling upholding 
a ban on SQ 755 prohibiting the state courts from considering Sharia Law. "I 
will continue fighting to restore government to the people." Those are nice 
words, but how do they hold up? 

The Senator did sponsor HB 1552 in the Senate, but he failed to do the work 
necessary to see to it that it became law. You can read the bill here. 

Part of getting a law passed is rounding up the votes needed to get a bill out 
of committee and to the floor. Once it is on the floor, you need to round up 
the votes to get it passed. Why in the world would any elected official not 
want to protect the freedoms of the citizens of this great state from the 
intrusions of foreign law is beyond me, but that is exactly what the inactions 
of Senator Sykes resulted in. 

Let's take a closer look at the good Senator. What does his record look like 
overall? I could not find a single bill that he initiated. I could be wrong, but 
the secretive nature of the Senate makes it a little more difficult to track these 
people down. I'm not as much as an expert as some, but I do have some 
records. 
On the bills that mattered to Oklahomans this is how he voted. Let's take a 
look. 

HB 2171 Highway Bonds Bill, voted Nay 3 times- Conservative (stole gas tax 
trust funds and borrowed money to replace it) 
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 2 times- Liberal 
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 1 time
Liberal 
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Yea 2 times Conservative (it was a 
good bill at that time) 
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time- Liberal 
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Nay 1 time- Conservative 
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 2 times- Liberal 

On the issues that matter to Oklahomans, it is clear that Senator Sykes 
follows the polls. He also favors the State Chamber of Commerce in actions 
that will make the State of Oklahoma look more progressive. He has done a 
poor job of representing his district and a wonderful job of representing the 
State Chamber of Commerce while doing just enough to claim the mantel of 
conservatism. 

I also went to www.votesmart.org to look at his records there. What I found 
was the typical outline of a liberal politician. He failed to respond to the 
political courage questionnaire, which indicates he doesn't want his 
constituents to know where he stands on the issues 

I also went to the Oklahoma State ethics Commission web site and looked at 
his campaign spending reports. I will have to say it didn't take long for some 
questionable entries to be made. On August 30th and 31st of 2006 there were 
a total of 11 loan payments made in various amounts for a total of $1,615.75. 
There is no indication as to who these loan payments were made to, no 
indication as to whether or not they were even actual loans to the campaign. 
More explanation is needed on these payments. It doesn't end there. 

On November 15, 2006 I found 3 additional loan payments totaling$ 1,297.30 
again with no explanation as to who, what or where the money went. Is begs 
to the question as to whether or not this is a campaign debt or a personal 
loan. This truly needs an explanation. 

I also found a donation for $10.00 to the Empire FFA. Really Mr. Sykes? As an 
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attorney you couldn't afford $10.00 out of your own pocket. 

Now a review of the District 24 map doesn't indicate a turnpike in existence. 
Nor does it indicate one in between Moore and the State Capital in Oklahoma 
City. So can someone kindly explain to me why the campaign charged a 
PikePass to the campaign on Nov 30, 2006? The campaign was over, he had 
already won. 

Now since Senators only run for re-election every four years, I decided to take 
a look at Senator Sykes 2010 expenditure reports to see what I could find. I 
found more of the same. There's enough here that I think I should start 
keeping and making an annual report on Senator Sykes. 

On March 16, 2010 and again on August 10, 2010 Senator Sykes again paid 
PikePass out of campaign funds for "Travel in district." A review of the 

Oklahoma Turnpike Authority maps indicates that there are no turnpikes 
currently in his district. Want to explain this Senator Sykes? 

Additionally on June 22, 2010 he paid his membership dues in Main Street 
Duncan out of Campaign Funds. How can this be considered a legitimate 
campaign expense? 

Senator Sykes is another example of a RINO Republican. His educational 
background at a liberal university screams of his training. His following of the 
polls to vote a barely conservative stance to claim a conservative mantra is an 
act. 

Marble Mouth Peters Termed Out 
By R.H. 

What is it about metropolitan areas and liberal politicians? Here we have 
Representative Ron Peters representing another portion of the city of Tulsa, 
and thankfully he is term limited this year. Maybe the good citizens of Tulsa 
can send a true Conservative to the House next year not a liberal hiding in 
Conservative clothing. Mr. Peters is a prime example of a RINO Republican. 
His etiology has always stood in the way of a good Conservative vote. His 
objection to HB 1004 is just another example of that dictate to doctrine. Mr. 
Peters is also a former First Assistant Majority Floor Leader. What happened 
there Mr. Peters, get caught with too much liquid lunch in your belly? 

The voters of his district have certainly elected an enigma. In an effort to see 
where this man stood on positions, I went to Votesmart and found nothing 
but his campaign finances' voting record and issue group ratings. We'll get to 
those later. A Google search found an interview he did with NewsOK that was 
undated, where he virtually answered no questions on what he believed. 

Mr. Peters was born and raised in the Tulsa area. He received a Bachelor's of 
Science Degree in Business Administration from Tulsa University in 1966. He 
went on to get a Post-Graduate Certification in Management. There is no 
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indication as to from where or when. It is, however, not a postgraduate 
degree. 

Let's take a look at his legislative record. He has proven to be an average to 
above average legislator since he has started carrying the Speakers and the 
House leadership's water for them. In 2011 he submitted 16 bills and 3 House 
Joint Resolutions for consideration to the House. Of those 6 bills died in house 
committees, 3 died in Senate committees, 1 died on the Senate floor, 1 died in 
Conference Committee and 5 became law. The 3 House Joint Resolutions all 
died in House committees. The 5 that became law are: 

HB 1358 Issuance of Protective Orders against Incarcerated Persons
Conservative 
HB 1359 Foster Care System Improvement Task Force- Liberal 
HB 1360 Children and Juvenile Code-Clarifying Procedure for Issuing 
Protective Order-Liberal 
HB 1363-Poor Persons, Creating the Oklahoma Choices for Long Term Care 
Act-Neutral 
HB 1366 Oklahoma Municipal Energy Independence Act-Liberal 

As you can tell, his bills have a decidedly liberal lean towards them. In 2012 
he submitted 11 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration to the 
House. Of those 4 are in House committees, 3 are in Senate committees, 2 
are on the Senate floor, 1 is awaiting engrossment in the House and 1 is 
awaiting the Governor's signature to become law. The House Joint Resolution 
is in a Senate Committee. 

For those unfamiliar with procedure, awaiting engrossment is the last step in 
the legislative process before a bill is sent to the Governor for her signature or 
veto. The bill waiting for engrossment is 

HB 2736 Outsourcing Certain OHS Functions-Liberal 

Do we really want to do this? OHS is out of control as it is. Do we really want 
to add another layer of administrative boondoggle to this agency? I think not. 

The bill awaiting the Governor's signature is 

HB 2738 Corporation Commission- Authorization to Investigate and Modify 
Special Universal Services Request. 

You have got to be kidding me. We need special legislation to give the 
Corporation Commission the authorization to do its job. What idiot wrote the 
original law to begin with? What idiot signed the original law to begin with? 
This is caused when legislators fail to read what they are voting on and when 
the Governor fails to read what they are signing. It's lack of leadership 101. 

As mentioned earlier I did go to votesmart.org and looked at his record. His 
campaign finances are really something to look at. They were obtained 
from followthemoney.org As a typical liberal politician, he failed to indicate 
what his stance was on any of the issues facing this great state or this great 
nation today; however his voting record speaks volumes. 

We dug a little deeper into his voting record. Here is a look at some of the key 
issues that faced the state over the last couple of years. 

HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate Bill, voted yea,liberal 
HB 2130 Obama care, voted yea 4 times, liberal 
HR 1004 All bills get heard in committee, refuses to sign, liberal 
HR 2171 Highway Bond Bill (stole gas trust fund money), voted yea 5 times, 
liberal 
HB 1953 Governor's Quick Act.ion Fund, Slush Fund, voted yea 14 times, very 
liberal 
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted yea 3 times, 
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liberal 
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted yea 1 time, liberal 
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted yea 1 time and nay twice when it was 
still a good bill, liberal stance 
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted yea 2 times, liberal 
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel voted nay 3 t imes and yea 2 
times once it was corrupted, liberal stance. 

As you can tell from these bills, Mr. Peters is a dedicated liberal. He sold his 
constituents down the drain for the sake of big government and greed. He 
believes in the ideology that government knows best. It's a record like this 
earned Mr. Peters a 2011 RINO Index of 30 but then again he has the 
company of one Democrat and 26 other Republicans in the 30 and below 
ranking. 

Now I also went to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission website and looked at 
Mr. Peter's expense records from his campaign for calendar years 2010 and 
2011. Being a politician must be nice. You get to charge all kinds of things to 
your campaign, that you no longer have since you are term limited, just so 
you don't have to pay for it out of your own pocket. In 2011 alone I counted 
13different charges to the campaign for travel expenses. All were credited to 
Mr. Peters. The question is what travel expenses? Where did he t ravel to? Was 
it official business or a vacation? Where are the receipts? Very little of this 
travel was done during the legislative calendar. It all needs to be justified. 

Additionally I found these: 
Date Item Purchased Name of Vendor 
Explanation Amount 
Nov. 22, 2011 Membership Fee The Oklahoma Academy Membership 
Fee $!50.00 
Dec. 14, 2011 Charitable Cont. Hospice of Green Country Charitable 
Gift $25,000.00 
Dec. 14, 2011 Charitable Cont. Ascension Lutheran Ch. Charitable 
Gift $10,000.00 
Feb. 25, 2011 Charitable Cont. Hospice of Green Country Charitable 
Gift $250.00 
Mar. 7, 2011 Ok. Corporate Taxes Okla. Tax Comm. Ok. Tax 
Comm. $63.00 
Mar. 23, 2011 U.S. Corporate Taxes IRS, U.S. Gov. 2010 US 
Corp.Tax $333.00 

I could go on, but I've made my point. There are many more examples of 
membership dues being paid with campaign donations. Why? If Mr. Peters 
feels he needs to belong to these organizations, let him pay for it with his 
own money not that of his political contributors. He shouldn't give the 
appearance of buying votes. 

The issue of Corporate taxes needs further explanation. I could have gone on 
with that also. I could have included the late penalties and fines he paid for 
the tax year of 2009 from campaign coffers. Why are corporate tax bills being 
paid from campaign funds? 

I don't expect this article to change your mind on HB 1004. I do expect it to 
end your career as a Republican polit ician. You have been outed as a RINO. 
Your constituents will soon learn of this. This will follow you in any future 
political endeavor you may seek. Your voice will soon be silenced through 
term limits. Do the right thing and let the voices of those conservative 
politicians be heard. Sign HB 1004. 
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A & G Quinn ( Awkward & Goofy) 
By R.H. 

Yeah, that is his Capitol nickname believe it or not. What is it about "Green 
Country" in Oklahoma that they can't seem to find a Conservative Republican 
to elect into office? Here I am again talking about another RINO Republican 
by the name of Representative Marty Quinn. Speaker Steele didn't even have 
to work for his vote. He was already a given for every liberal cause out there. 
It's no wonder he hasn't signed HB 1004. I've got news for you Mr. Quinn, the 
RINO Hunter is on your trail. 

Now Speaker Steele and Mr. Quinn thought that they would get away with 
setting themselves up with a conflict of interest, but they have been caught. 
You see Mr. Quinn is an Insurance Agent in Rogers County. The conflict of 
interest is that he sits on the Insurance Committee. That means he has a 
direct impact on regulations coming out of committee affecting his industry. 
That is a conflict of interest. He should have no say so until it reaches the 
House floor. This assignment taints every piece of legislation affecting 
insurance coming out of the House since 2011. Yes, having someone around 
with insurance background would make a great witness to explain the special 
needs of the industry but they shouldn't be in control of the committee or 
have undue influence. 

Representative Quinn is like an enigma out there. I've searched every 
database I could find, and have found very little on the man. The only thing I 
can verify is that he is an Insurance Agent. I did go to his Votesmart page 
and looked at what they had. All they had was an A rating by the NRA (think 

Cracker Jack prize) and a report from 
followthemoney.org on his campaign finances. The campaign finance report 
was very interesting, and I would recommend that you take a look at it. He 
refused to take the Political Courage Test. 

I also went to the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission site and looked at his 
expenditures for the calendar years of 2009 through 2011. He has remarkably 
ran a clean campaign free from any payments questionably attributable to 
dues for associations. I will give him that much credit. 

Now let's take a look at his congre.ssional record. In 2011 he submitted 8 bills 
for consideration to the House. Of those 4 died in House committees, 2 died 
on the House floor and 2 became law. The 2 that became law are: 

HB 1649 OSBI adding unclassified employees to OSBI-liberal 
HB 1680 Requiring school districts to report test results on transcripts-liberal 

In 2012 he has submitted 8 bills for consideration to the house. Of those 3 are 
still in House committees, 2 are on the House floor, 1 is on the Senate floor 
and 2 are awaiting the Governor's signature. Not bad when you carry the 
leadership's water for them. The two awaiting the Governor's signature are: 

HB 2446 Professional Employer Organization late registration fee- liberal 
HB 2449 Modifying Municipal Elections-stacking the deck-liberal 
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As you can tell from the bills he has written, he is a liberal politician. What 
about the votes that mattered to all Oklahomans. How did he vote there? 

HB 2130 Obama care, yea 4 times-liberal 
HR 1004 Open rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign, liberal 
stance 
HR 2171 Highway Bond Bill (stealing gas trust fund money), voted yea 5 
times-liberal 
HB 1953 Governor's Quick Action Fund, slush fund, yea 12 times, nay 1 time, 
1 absent-liberal 
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted yea 3 times
liberal 
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted yea 1 time-liberal 
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, yea 1 time, nay 2 times- liberal stance 
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted yea 2 times-liberal 
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted yea 3 times, nay 2 
times- conservative stance 

The man never met a tax hike he didn't like. With the exception of HB 1647, 
he took a Liberal stance on every bill that came up. That should tell you a lot 
about the man. This is another prime example of a RINO Republican. This 
man needs a challenger for his seat. We need a true Conservative in this seat. 

Representative Quinn had a RINO Index of only 40, in other words he failed 
us six times out of ten votes. 

Mr. Quinn it's clear that you'll never sign HB 1004. Your ideology would 
prevent you from signing legislation that would allow a conservative voice to 
be heard. It is evident that you made a political calculation that you could not 
win an election as a Democrat in your district, so you hid your colors and ran 
as a Republican. You have now been exposed. It's time you dropped the faux 
Republican charade and declare yourself for who you are. We don't want you 
or need you. 

Is this where we are headed? 

More GOP State Convention Corruption 

The GOP has a good set of rules, modular in that it applies to the various 
political units, precinct, county, district and state levels, and well written so as 
to be dear and concise. So it is a mystery when we see Chairman Matt 
Pinnell implicated in the refusal to follow his own rules. 
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In January of this year Republicans in Beckham County started clamoring for 
information on their precinct meetings only to be met with silence from their 
elected GOP county officers. When it was obvious that there would be no 
precinct meetings by the deadline set by the state GOP I started emailing and 
calling State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell. Every few weeks I would remind 
Matt until finally right before the Ron Paul rally on Feb 25th Matt said that the 
task had been given over to his vice chair Pam Pollard. 

Pollard drug her feet for another five weeks trying to keep the existing county 
officials in place so that Ron Paul supporters couldn't take over, going past 
some of the district conventions even, until we gave Matt an ultimatum; call 
a meeting in Beckham County or we would do it for them. They finally set a 
date, April l rst, and as part of our negotiation Matt agreed that he would see 
that a rule was sent to the State Convention that would fix the problem of 
unresponsive county officials once and for all. 

Beckham County finally got to meet on April 1st and a new young chairman 
was elected to take charge. They elected delegates and even passed a new 
rule to be sent to the State Convention addressing the problem of 
unresponsive county officials. Their rule stated that if a county GOP official 
refused or failed to set the precinct meeting or county convention dates by 
the state GOP deadline, then 12 registered Republicans had the right to send 
a petition to the state GOP to demand a new county officer elections. In 
larger counties of over 50,000 citizens, it would take 25 registered Republicans 
to force action. 

The new chairman followed all the rules, even sent in the proposed rule to 
Matt Pinnell that very night, and diligently followed up on the rule and was 
assured the rule would be voted on at the State Convention. 

But it was no surprise that the new rule failed to appear on the State 
Convention rule change list. The new rule would have endangered RINO 
Republican control over the counties I suppose. Here is the list of proposed 
rule changes for the State GOP Party rules. Of course this was never brought 
up at the convention as convention chairman Williams and State GOP Chair 
Matt Pinnell chose to close the convention before all the business had been 
taken care of. The GOP rules are supposed to be controlled by a vote of 
Republican delegates but it seems that the GOP in Oklahoma is unhappy with 
the direction they are headed so they are clamping down on control. No 
different than a tin pot dictator in a third world country, their reaction to 
losing control is to send in the jack-booted thugs and rule with an iron hand. 

Chairman Matt Pinnell, you should be ashamed of yourself for allowing the 
massive corruption in the last five months. You and no one else are charged 
with the enforcement of the GOP state rules under sect.ion 10 g of the 2011 
Oklahoma State GOP Rules. I personally gave you the benefit of the doubt for 
the last two years after supporting you for your job only to be paid back with 
more corruption that ever before. If you have an ounce of self respect and 
an ounce of good character you will clean up this mess that you have created, 
reset the 1st District convention and reset the State Convention to fix the 
problems. You have been in charge long enough to know what you are doing 
and have been aware of this coming to a head for over a year. There is 
simply no excuse other than you prefer to drive off thousands of fresh, young, 
talented registered Republicans by disrespecting them on a massive scale 
rather than risk your own position in the GOP. 
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Alon Morrison House District 20
By Ms PM

 
I have long waited for the breath of fresh air and after speaking with this
candidate it was a glorious revelation not to be gasping for air when the
conversation was over.
 
I asked Alon why I should vote for him rather than the other candidates
running. His response was simple, "I am beholden to the people in my
community. My community stood with me as I built my business." He is young
and starts with a clean slate. He owes nothing to lobbyist and will keep it that
way so he says. What came through very clearly was his loyalty belongs with
the people. His morals and ethics are his utmost concern.
 
He was adamant about the fact that he uses the word "we" instead of "me or
I" when conveying his thoughts. His concern throughout our conversation was
that the people must know it is about them, he is their voice. He articulated
that the only agenda is to represent the people.
 
I asked him about Constitutionality and how important this issue was to him.
There was no hesitation in his response, "I will always vote along
Constitutional lines, and fight to keep the state sovereign."
 
I heard the fire behind his words and the passion for Oklahoma. I can't help
but think new blood at our Capitol is desperately needed. The bottom line, it's
your vote.
 
Do you live in Alon's District?  Here is the map link
 
Alon Morrison, 708 N. Main Steet , Newcastle, OK 73065
(405) 387-4867  (405) 556-0794 (cell)
www.morrison4district20.org   Facebook: Morrison for House District 20
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Simulated Fear and Unrest?

By Ms PM
 
At around 1am on May 9th in Oklahoma City, a drill between the military and
police involved troops storming a hotel. It was characterized by local media as
a "cool tourist story" and not as a frightening example of how Citizens are
being acclimated to accept a state of martial law.
 
Sleeping residents and hotel guests were wakened to the sound of simulated
gunfire and explosions as military helicopters hovered over the building and
lowered troops to the roof.
 
The drill prompted many 911 calls. Local police assisted in overseeing and
were told to keep quiet for security reasons. They also blocked off roads
around the building.
 
Similar events have happened across the country. The whole point of no prior
warning notice is the shock value of the new way of things-military
involvement in domestic law enforcement in partnership with police as part of
the new “homeland patrols” announced by the Washington Post that started in
2008 under the Bush administration.
 
Now...I have lied to you. This did not happen in Oklahoma City but it did
happen in Florida. How cool do you think this is? How easy will it be for
government to haul your family away when you think something is really
happening? When they act as if it's the real deal, will you believe your family
will be safe if you readily go with them?
 
The real fake event can be read here,  
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New Political News Video
 

One of the local media guys that is unabashedly conservative is Scott
Mitchell.   Scott has made a deal with Channel 9 and is working on Channel 6
(Tulsa) to post feed political video and pictures through the same email
system used to report severe weather info.   All you have to do is send them
to
pics@news9.net and put "politics" in the subject line.   The media will use the
video and pictures in their stories if they are available so take advantage of
this offer as often as you run across good video or photos.

 
 
 

 
Bobby Cleveland, House District 20

 
Mr. “Shut up woman, I know what I am doing!”

 
By Ms PM

 
 
There are many articles that show how corrupt Bobby Cleveland really is and
unlike the Titanic, we're able to see below the water line with this floater.
When you continually have people talking, only an idiot would dismiss what is
being said, that is unless your name is Bobby Cleveland.
 
Let’s begin in 2001 with the article published in the Norman Transcript. The
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heading was, "Deferred sentence given to double voter." Cleveland said he
never intended to vote twice and that "I totally forgot that I had voted
absentee mail-in on July 12, 2001 and I had absolutely no intention to vote
two times in the same election."
 
Bobby goes on to blame the Election Board because they didn't remind him
that he had voted twice. He takes it up a notch by stating:
 
 "I am also disappointed that the County Election Board has not implemented
readily available measures to ensure that this type of mistake is noted and
corrected before a citizen votes twice."
 
Norman Transcript article on Bobby Cleveland voting fraud
 
Entire front page of the Norman Transcript with Bobby Cleveland voting fraud
case
 
Is anyone wondering why this man thinks it's okay to police voters? What
happened to his individual responsibility? Or, is this just another example of
placing blame on anyone other than himself because he's so self-righteous?
 
One of the best examples of his unsavory character circulated in 2008. Bobby
pulled numerous dirty tricks on the Ron Paul supporters including an episode
where the votes were being shown in the excel program on the overhead
projector and Bobby was losing the election.  Multiple sources claimed that the
screen went blank for a minute, and then popped back up with Bobby winning
the election!   Did scum bag pop into your mind as a descriptive for his
actions?
 
In 2011 his true colors were shown again and his lack of character took center
stage.   Multiple complaints were received from Republicans on a new
requirement of his to "register" in advance before he would give out the date,
time and location of the precinct meetings. That stellar performance caused
State Chairman Matt Pinnell to chew his fat rump and the fact that Cleveland
admitted this happened, well… you can be the truth council on this one.
Another controversy at the Cleveland County Convention happened when he
threw out a state director for one of the Presidential candidates. I would love
to move the rocks in the pond the next time this arrogant fool decides he can
walk on water.
 
In this article you can see how Bobby pushes the envelope, yet again. If
Bobby would list his miscellaneous expenses on his ethics report as other
candidates do, there would be little to question. Instead he uses his Visa Card.
This allows him to avoid having to list who or what he is paying for. 
 
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has questions about allegations of improper
financing under Bobby's leadership. Once they get to the bottom of his
corruption, a good spray of "Roundup" might solve this weed problem, at least
for a while.
  
In this article there are a range of descriptions used to show the brunt of how
Bobby manipulates a situation and this statement really stood out, "But what
is curious is Bobby Cleveland’s ability to decide when rules are made to be
followed and when they are to be broken, as this is not Cleveland’s first foray
into conflict.
 
This article sums up what Bobby is capable of and how far he will go to run
an agenda, as long as it's his agenda. It is clear he takes no prisoners. Read
into the "comments" section at the bottom of the article for the truth.
 
I would love to be the fly on the wall when he thinks no one is watching. If a
person is willing to behave as he does in public, I have no doubt as to what
sort of conniving, lying cheat he truly is. As long as there are politicians like
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Bobby, also comes the clear understanding why the citizens loathe those
elected to represent them. If there are people out there that care about what
happens in their district, the time is ripe with the stench of this rotten
politician...Choose wisely when you vote. 
 

 
 

Miss Emily Ranting her Rave
By Ms PM

 
In the latest of Emily Virgins Capitol Weekly Update, it appears she has a
problem with the state giving income tax cuts along with the trigger
mechanism for future cuts to taxpayers. Not a surprise considering when she
campaigned for District 44, it was sheer luck she happened upon my front
porch and I was home. I had asked her thoughts on the federal government
not having a budget. Her reply was," The Federal Government doesn't have to
have a budget."
 
In her update she says, "Regardless of the tremendous amount of available
information indicating that government's core programs cannot continue to
absorb shortfalls and provide the same level of service, advocates of reducing
the income tax remain relentless in their efforts. I was "extremely shocked by
an editorial this week in which Speaker Kris Steele stated that "government
continues to function just fine" and that rather than expanding government
we should return money to taxpayers in the form of another tax cut."
 
She justifies the state keeping the money by using examples like DHS would
never have been sued if things were fine, prisons having staffing ratios of one
officer per 160 inmates, overcrowded classrooms and the Medical Examiners
office isn't accredited. 
 
She is also a strong supporter of OETA and was very pleased with the funding
for another two years. She pointed out the "many great things" about public
television and made the point that OETA "is the only television station that
can reach all Oklahomans during a national emergency."
 
There has always been an abundance of waste in government. I hear nothing
from her about tackling that albatross.
 
Some people working for DHS are stupid and the ones running the show are
worse. You can't pay someone not to be an idiot and in time, idiots reap what
they sow.
 
The prison problem just might be drastically reduced if inmates were made to
work for their free room, board and healthcare. What a concept, repay society
with physical labor. Some old fart must need wood cut for winter.
 
Then there is education...how much taxpayer money has been thrown at that
overly funded and wasteful bureaucratic nightmare? Schools are teaching kids
how to grow up and suck off of society. Not bad for a glorified babysitting
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service.
 
OETA is wonderful but what it is not is something taxpayers should be paying
for. Private donations sink or swim. In case of a national disaster, I believe
everyone in Oklahoma will know about it, with or without OETA.
 
The root problem is never addressed and Emily Virgin is proof that big
government will always be the answer to her woes. When the waste is cut
and the people represented, that is when you ask us for money. Should I hold
my breath?
 
 
 
 

 
The Honeymoon is Over
After Only Two years?

 
By R. H.

 
Mr. Vaughan has drawn two challengers for his seat in the House after only
two years representing the people of Kay and Osage Counties. It is enough to
make one wonder about his politics. Let me see if I can put them in a clearer
perspective for you.
 
For those of you who are wondering what ROPO stands for, it means
Republican on Paper Only. That’s on par with a RINO. Let’s begin by looking
at Mr. Vaughan’s legislative record. In 2011 he submitted 6 bills for
consideration to the House. Of those three died in House committees, 1 died
in a Senate committee and 2 became law. The 2 that became law are listed
below.
 
HB 1439 Expanding the Right to use Deadly Force-Gun Rights Bill-
Conservative
HB 1511 Establishing 2nd Amendment Day in Oklahoma-Conservative
 
Now these are both conservative bills dealing with gun rights. One would think
that this would be enough to get him an A plus rating from the NRA. It was
not. He got an A minus. It makes one wonder what he has done that has
caused his rating to be that low. It calls into question his motive for passing
these gun rights bills.
 
In 2012 he submitted 10 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration
to the House. Of those 8 are still in House committees and are likely dead for
this session, 1 is in a Senate committee and 1 is in a Conference Committee.
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The House Joint Resolution is in a House Committee.
 
It’s enough to make one wonder that he got mad enough to not have his bills
heard in committee. Maybe if he would have signed HB 1004, more of his bills
would have been heard, and maybe some of them would have become law.
 
Now we understand that he is a Freshmen Representative. We also
understand that he is a very religious man. We have no argument with either
of those. What we do have a problem with is a Speaker who co-ops incoming
Freshmen Representatives and bullies them into voting his way. These
Freshmen Representatives don’t know that it doesn’t have to be that way, but
they are so threatened and scared that there common sense won’t let them
make the right choice between the tyrannical rule of a dictatorial Speaker and
the freedom necessary to run the House of Representatives the way it should
be run. Ignorance and fear are no excuse.
 
How did he do on his conservative ranking? For a man who brags about
bringing “conservative representation” to the House of Representatives, I think
you’ll be surprised. He scored a 60 on the RINO Index. That in fact qualifies
him as not only a ROPO but a RINO. Is that the kind of conservative
representation we need? I think not.
 
So how did he vote on other bills that mattered to Oklahomans? We took a
look at some key issues and here is what we found.
 
HB 2130 Obama care, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-Liberal
stance
HR 2171 Highway Bond Bill (stealing gas trust fund money), voted Nay 2
times, excused 3 times- Neutral
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 11 times-
Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-
Liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Yea 3 times, Nay 2
times- Neutral
HB 2169 Obama care Funding, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
 
There you have it. That explains how he got his bills through the House last
year. He gave his vote to the Speaker so his bills could get heard. Many of
you will say that’s politics as usual, but that’s not how it’s supposed to work.
The rules of the House are set up to where the Speaker has a virtual
Dictatorship in the House of Representatives. If you don’t vote the Speakers
way, your bills will not be heard in committee. That is why Mr. Vaughan will
not sign HB 1004. It was part of the deal to get his bills passed.
 
I went to www.votesmart.org and reviewed his file there. It indicated all the
typical callings of a liberal politician. He didn’t want to let his constituents
know where he stood on the issues, so he didn’t take the political courage
test.
 
I also went to www.followthemoney.org to look at his campaign finances.
They were unremarkable. He did take money from Native American Tribes
who had hoped to negotiate with the state of Oklahoma on water rights, but
the amount was inconsequential.
 
Representative Vaughan is a very good example of a ROPO Republican. The
legislation he writes leans to the conservative side, but he’s willing to sell his
vote to get his way.
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Slush Fund or Campaign Fund?
By R. H.

 
It never fails to amaze me at the number of ways liberal politicians
manufacture ways to spend donor’s money. Representative Harold Wright
ranks right up there among the top. Of course he had lots of practice while he
was the Mayor of Anadarko. I guess he doesn’t think his donors will mind
since he has no opponent in his last two elections. Let’s get right to his
campaign finances.
 
I first went to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site and looked up his
expenditures for the 2010 campaign season. He did not face an opponent
during this election. Here is some of what I found.
Date                Item                             Beneficiary                  Explanation    
             Amount
Feb.22, 2010   Newspaper                  Thomas Tribune          1yr
Subscription          $40.00
Mar.01, 2010  Newspaper                  Weatherford Daily News 1yr
Subscription     $100.00
Jun.23, 2010    Newspaper                  Clinton Daily News      6 mo.
Subscription      $175.00
Jul. 02, 2010    Newspaper                  Weatherford Daily News 6Mo.
Subscription $114.32
Oct. 09, 2010  Ad in Ministry Book    Spreading the Word    Single
Sponsorship      $250.00
Dec. 23, 2010  Two Tickets                 Governor’s
Inauguration                                 $250.00
 
I’ll leave you to make the call. Admittedly he needs to keep in touch with
what’s going on in his district, but you don’t pay for a one year subscription to
a newspaper in March and turn around and pay for a six month subscription
to the same paper in July. I also feel that since his residence and primary
district office is in Weatherford and is in fact a resident of Weatherford, then
he should foot the dime for the hometown paper out of his own pocket.
 
Items that I found that need a lot more explanation deal more directly with
the business he owns in Weatherford and the payments made to that
business. Those are listed below.
 
Date                Item                             Beneficiary                 
Explanation                 Amount
Jan.14, 2010    Gas, Office Support     Wright Radio               Use of Car, Cell
          $379.14
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                        Cell phone, misc.                                            phone, misc.
Mar.09, 2010  Gas, Office Support     Wright Radio               Use of Car,
Etc.           $760.13
 
It just keeps going on. I think I’ve made my point. There are enough
questionable entries here to warrant a closer look by the ethics commission.
 
I went to www.votesmart.org to see what was in his record there. I did find a
good list of campaign contributors. I wonder if they are aware of how he is
spending their donations. I also found that he has demonstrated the typical
liberal politician’s hypocrisy by hiding behind a veil of secrecy on where he
stands on the issues that affect the lives of his constituents. Fortunately for
us, we have his legislative and his voting record. We’ll take a look at his
legislative record next.
In 2011 Mr. Wright submitted 8 bills for consideration to the House. Of those 4
died in House committees and four became law. Sounds like an effective
legislator, except he was just doing the bidding of the House leadership, of
which he is a member. The bills that became law are listed below.
 
HB 1319 DUI-Modifying Penalties-Soft on Crime-Liberal
HB 1321 Prohibiting Certain Lottery Ads-prohibits the use of children-
Conservative
HB 1322 Embezzlement from an Estate-soft on crime-Liberal
HB 1323 Modifying the makeup of the County Energy District Authority-
basically eliminated all positions but one-Liberal
 
As you can see, in 20111 it was just what the State Chamber wanted. It also
went along with Speaker Steele’s social justice agenda.
 
In 2012 he submitted 6 bills and 1 House Concurrent Resolution for
consideration to the House. Of those 4 are still in House committees and 2
have become law. The House Concurrent Resolution was passed. They are
listed below.
 
HB 2566 Freedom of Choice for Residents of Assisted Living Centers-
Conservative
HB 2568 Motor Vehicle-Modifying Penalty-Liberal
HCR 1020 Proclaiming Music Therapy Month at the State Capital-Liberal
 
There’s a pattern here. When it comes to protecting the elderly and the
children, he’s conservative, but when it comes to protecting criminals, he’s
liberal. Why? Don’t we have more important things to do than Proclaim Music
Therapy Month at the State Capital? Maybe if he would have signed HB 1004,
we could have heard a conservative bill on one of a thousand different
subjects that didn’t get heard because Speaker Steele didn’t want them to be
heard.
 
So how did he vote on the bills that mattered to Oklahomans? We took a look
at some key questions and here is what we found.
 
HB 1397 Transvestite Birth Certificate, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 4 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refuses to sign-Liberal
Stance
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 5 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governor’s Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 12 times-
Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employee’s Collective Bargaining Act, voted Yea 3 times-
Liberal
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum tax increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Yea 3 times, Nay 2
times- Neutral
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HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
 
As you can tell he never met a liberal bill he didn’t like. With votes like this,
it’s little wonder why the Speaker has appointed him to a leadership role with
so little experience. He sold his vote for power.
 
So how liberal is Mr. Wright. Where does he stand in the rankings of the RINO
Index? Well he scored a 30 meaning he voted right three out of ten times.
 
There is little doubt that the record proves that Mr. Wright has sold his vote
for the trappings of power. That is no way to represent your constituents.
That is no way to represent the citizens of the State of Oklahoma. Mr. Wright
would do well to remember that the people are the ones who put him in
office, and the people are the one who can take him out.
 

 
 

SB 1816 Favors State Control Over Local
Competition, Yikes!

 
By Brian Hobbs

 
SB 1816 is a state power grab for control of public virtual charter schools that
reduces competition, stymies innovation, and increases the power of state
bureaucracy in one fell swoop. 
 
My opinion may not mean much because I am not a lobbyist, a school
superintendent, or a teacher; but I am a parent of four students who attend
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public virtual charter schools in Oklahoma.  I made a choice after much
thoughtful research for my kids to attend the school that best meets their
academic needs.  Some legislators don’t think that parents like me choosing to
attend or not attend a school is enough accountability, instead they think the
answer lies in the state having singular control of one virtual school that
serves students across the state. 
 
Who would have thought that so called conservatives would attempt to pass a
bill that trumps local control, limits competition, and reduces parental school
choice all in one bill? 
Currently, Oklahoma is served by two virtual public charter schools.  One is
sponsored by a small rural district and the other by a suburban district of
about 5,000 students (a fairly large school district by Oklahoma standards). 
These schools accept students from across the state through the public school
choice law that allows for transfers based on parental choice. 
 
Currently there are hundreds of public school districts that are allowed to
sponsor charter schools by state law, even though there are only about 20
charter schools in the state.  This is the first year that any of those charter
schools have been virtual charter schools, and even after almost ten years of
virtual education in Oklahoma students that attend online make up less than
1% of total Oklahoma public school students.  So before the competition could
get any traction there is a movement afoot to put them under the chokehold
of a politically appointed state bureaucracy.  I can’t think of a better way to
kill innovation and push parents away that feel they have finally found a public
school option that will work for their kids.
 
Not only does this bill say that two virtual public charter schools is too many,
but it creates a framework that will only allow one of them to live while the
other is forced to die even though they both serve about the same number of
kids.  Who gets to make this choice?  Not parents, but the state appointed
bureaucracy of course.  During election time most legislators claim to support
school choice for parents and competitive alternatives to improve the quality
of Oklahoma public education.  Supporters of SB 1816 are much more
committed to the state controlling what little choice exists in Oklahoma public
education by stopping schools both large and small from competing for
students, innovating, and satisfying parents so that their schools will grow and
prosper.  This only works if schools that refuse to innovate and develop
options that will help them retain students are allowed to keep shrinking until
they don’t exist.
 
This bill allows the state to step in and push schools away from competing
and innovating, but instead they think “choice” is a choice between the local
public school that families are trapped in or a one size fits all virtual school
managed by a state bureaucracy, sounds like the “choices” we have in Obama
Care.  Personally, I would like to truly keep the education I’ve got.  I hope
legislators will vote against SB 1816 and continue to allow a variety of locally
grown virtual options to be offered to kids across the state, including my own.
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The Oklahoma-Guardian Update

 
We are close to having the first issue ready to go to print.   The State GOP
Convention took up a bit more time that we thought so the issue might not
make it to the printer before mid week and there is a lot of work in formatting
a newspaper.   Content writing isn’t that hard but writing it so it will fit the
available space that is a different thing entirely.
 
Subscribers are already signing up and we have had some donations toward
getting the first couple of issues printed as the advertising will not be there on
the first issues.  But, having a copy of two to show prospective advertisers will
solve that problem. 
 
Subscription rates are $35.00 per year for the twelve monthly issues, mailed
to your home or business.   Remember that these papers are written for a
specific county and the content is aimed at local residents, local advertisers,
and local politicians both good and bad.   The idea is to develop the month’s
issue, then rework the local content and advertising to fit the next problem
area. 
 
 I would consider a subscription as a donation to the cause as the newspaper
will most likely cover the local news of the area that it is targeted for but
there will be a lot of state wide info included.   We believe that if we keep our
costs cut to the bone and rely on volunteers to deliver the papers in the
beginning; a yearly paid subscription will help print and deliver another 200
issues of the newspaper to a problem House or Senate District.  Imagine that,
for $35.00 per year you can expose 200 voters to what is really going on at
the Capitol.
 
The first May issue will hit Cleveland County, targeting House District 20,
House District 53, and Senate District 24.   The issues will also cover much of
the Cleveland County Commissioner District 2 area.  We need volunteers
willing to sign up to help deliver the papers in Cleveland County.
 
The second version of the May issue will hit House District 68, home of Mr.
Obama Care himself, Glen Mulready, and Senate District 37, home of Senator
Shariaberry, uh Newberry.   Delivery people will be needed so volunteer if you
are in the West Tulsa area and let us know of any businesses that might be
willing to advertise.
 
If we have enough time to get out a third version of the May issue, it will hit
House District 25 in Ada, home of Representative Todd Thompson.  Same
thing on delivery and advertising, sign up to get this issue into the hands of
Todd Thompson’s voters.
 
 
We are looking for local writers/reporters to provide local interest stories or to
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contribute to a monthly column.  We will have a Preppers Corner column, a
gardening column, an Action Alert column, a Backyard Chickens column, and a
letters to the editor section that will need a writer/editor.   An editorial page
will need editorials, maybe some Op Eds and I will write a kitchen remodel
column.
 
And the key to this entire project is good quality paid advertising so we will
need part time commissioned ad sales people recruiting advertisers and
someone willing to do basic ad design for a reasonable fee.  After the
advertising dollars catch up with our costs we should be able to switch to a
paid delivery system.  This needs to be viewed as a business, one that will
pay its own way and eventually wind up not depending on all volunteers to
get the job done.
 
And we have a website in place ready to post some of the content, maybe put
the local stories from the different versions of the monthly issue, and then put
the regular columns up after the next issue comes out.   If you are a website
guru or know how to manage a Web Press Blog posting or are willing to
learn, we could use your help.
 
Only two areas of the paper are going to be paid work, selling the ads and
designing the ads.  Not because they are special functions but because they
are the key to making this project expand  so we need to make them a
priority for someone.  The reporting, editing, and regular columns should be a
labor of responsibility, your contribution to the movement.  Every nickel we
make will be plowed back in to getting more issues into the voter’s hands.
 
If you want to subscribe or have questions on advertising or volunteering,
send an email to:  editor@Oklahoma-Guardian.com
 
Or you can send a check to:   Oklahoma-Guardian, 358 North Rockwell Ave,
Oklahoma City, Ok, 73127.  The cost is $35 per year and we would love to
have donations to help kick start the first issues till the ad revenue catches up
with our costs.
 
If you want to use PayPal for your subscription or donation visit the Sooner
Tea Party website and use the Donate button.  Be sure and put newspaper
subscription in your message along with your name and mailing address.  
This is a private business ran for the benefit of our movement so all donations
and subscriptions are private.
 
 
 

 
Sharia Law Divorce
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NO CHAMBERCRATS IN KANSAS?
 
Recently we told you about the growing influence of a special interest group
in the state legislature increasingly becoming known as the “Chambercrats.”
This is a group of amoral politicians controlled by the Chamber of Commerce
who want to remake Oklahoma into a tolerant, cosmopolitan, diverse state in
order to attract a wide variety of businesses. The word is that the
Chambercrats want to “beat the religion” out of Oklahoma (because they
really know what is best for us) and all these “Islamophobic” haters who insist
that Shariah law should have no place in Oklahoma are creating a bad image,
especially for all those wealthy Arab sheiks who want to relocate their
business here.
 
The Chambercrats were at the bottom of the filthy stink over the recent
Senate defeat of the ALAC bill that was so big that it made national headlines.
You may recall that Senator Anthony Sykes who, along with Clark
Jolley, is the Chambercrat “Co-Leader of the Senate,” allowed the bill
to die in committee without so much as a whimper despite the fact that he
was the bill's sponsor. Senator Sykes was also the one who threatened to sue
the High Noon Club when the HNC's moderator, Bob Dani, asked him to
come to HNC to explain to his constituents and other HNC members what
happened with the ALAC bill. Not to be forgotten are the other Chambercrats
Republicans who voted against the bill, Senators Anderson, Branan, Fields
and Newberry. Let's also not forget that Senators Jolley and Mazzei were
“no-shows” on one of the most important bills of the session, which is just as
good as a “no” vote. Finally, let's not forget that 70% of the voters of
Oklahoma voted for ALAC's precursor, the Anti-Shariah Amendment.
 
This past week, the Kansas House of Representatives passed the “Kansas
Laws for Kansas Courts” bill by a whopping vote of 120 to 0. The Kansas
bill is strikingly similar to Oklahoma's ALAC bill. The major difference between
Kansas and Oklahoma, however, is that in Kansas, legislators actually took
action to address concerns raised in committee by adding an amendment to
address the concerns. According to Rep. Peggy Mast, R-Emporia, the bill was
designed as a pre-emptive measure to prevent the spread of Shariah but
several attorneys raised concerns that the measure could jeopardize
international trade for Kansas-based companies. Rep. Lance Kinzer, R-Olathe,
said, however, that business-to-business transactions involving foreign law
were exempted by an amendment. You see, Senator Sykes, concerns others
have really CAN be addressed if you are willing to do the necessary work. The
Kansas House passed the law that should have been passed in the Oklahoma
Senate. Doesn't it just irritate you to no end to see a Jayhawk have braggin'
rights?
 
There are several others differences between Oklahoma and Kansas. I have
been told that a Kansas House committee heard testimony from several
counterterrorism experts about the Muslim Brotherhood's information warfare
campaign they are waging at every level of federal, state and local
government. During the course of the testimony, the CT experts were
describing some of the tactics that the MB and their front groups have been
using with great effect at the state level when a disturbance arose among
some of the members of the committee. The Chairman paused, leaned over to
confer with several of the members and then announced to the public that
virtually every member of the committee had just recently been solicited by
another Muslim Brotherhood front organization (no, not CAIR) with precisely
the same perks and approach the CT experts had just been describing. No
word on how many members had already accepted. Remember “By their
hand”? Remember CAIR's “outreach” to your state legislators? It seems that
something the Kansas legislature had that the Oklahoma legislature did not
have was the true inside story.
 
Oh, yes, apparently Kansas had other advantage over Oklahoma: no
Chambercrats.
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Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of
email addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and
email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else
got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click
here to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this
newsletter to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use
our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to
prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign
materials, and robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will
spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our
very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to
clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358
North Rockwell Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit
Soonerteaparty.org and use the Paypal donation button.
 

 
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Countdown
Date: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 12:03:08 PM

 
 
From: Americans for Prosperity
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 11:04 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Countdown
 

 

Header

Dear Judy,

Only six weeks remain before states must notify the federal government if they will create a
state-based health care exchange. Americans for Prosperity is a leading opponent to state
implementation of the President’s health care law and we will continue our work as deadlines
approach.

Below are a few highlights from across the country in the fight to block exchanges:

Arizona: State Director Tom Jenney challenged exchange supporters in Arizona to a
debate in September in front of a neutral crowd. Supporters must be scared, because no
one accepted the challenge.

Pennsylvania: AFP-PA continues to be the leading opponent to Governor Corbett’s attempt
to create an exchange in Pennsylvania. Just this week, AFP-PA proudly
endorsed Representative Scott Perry’s bill to block a state-based exchange in PA and held
a huge “Hands Off my Health Care” rally in Harrisburg.

New Jersey: Governor Chris Christie vetoed the New Jersey legislature’s attempt to create
an exchange back in May, but the Legislature is at it again. AFP-NJ continues to work
tirelessly to reject Obama’s exchanges in the Garden State.

For more information on health care exchanges and how to join the fight, visit
www.americanhealthcarefreedom.com.

 

Americans for Prosperity® (AFP) is a nationwide organization of citizen leaders committed to advancing every individual's

right to economic freedom and opportunity. AFP believes reducing the size and scope of government is the best safeguard

to ensuring individual productivity and prosperity for all  Americans. AFP educates and engages citizens in support of

restraining state and federal government growth, and returning government to its constitutional limits. AFP has more than

2,000,000 members, including members in all  50 states, and 34 state chapters and affiliates. More than 95,000 Americans

in all  50 states have made a financial investment in AFP or AFP Foundation. For more information, visit

www.americansforprosperity.org
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Remove yourself from this mailing.
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom (Adam.nordstrom@cch-llc.com); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark (arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg@sbcglobal.net; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03@gmail.com; Brian McManus (brianfmcmanus@yahoo.com); Brian Nutt (brian@brabendercox.com); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov); clipparelli@briansandoval.com; CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt  Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug.hoelscher@iowa. osfr.state.tx.us); emainigi@wc.com; Eric Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov) hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10@gmail.com; jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; ginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck (jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer

Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman (kristacarman@mac.com); Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov); Lgromis@aol.com; Lindsay Russell; macarter32@aol.com; Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us); Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra (michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov); mkennicott@susana2010.com; mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard (nguillemard@prfaa.com); rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik bert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness (ryan@nevadadc.org); Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence Geissinger (spencer.geissinge Stephen Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith (ts@rubicondc.com); travisrichmond@gmail.com; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us;
will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Lanier Swann (Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov); brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov
Subject: FW: Courtesy of the Speaker"s Office: Key Points on FY 2011 Agreement on Spending Cuts to Support American Job Creation
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 12:22:00 PM

FYI…
 
 

From: GOP Conference 
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 10:44 AM
Subject: Courtesy of the Speaker's Office: Key Points on FY 2011 Agreement on Spending Cuts to Support American Job Creation
 

Courtesy of the Speaker’s Office: Key Points on FY 2011 Agreement on Spending Cuts to
Support American Job Creation

This week, Congress is moving toward approval of an agreement on the largest non-defense spending cut in
history to help begin to create a better environment for private-sector job growth.  The agreement is far from
perfect, and we need to do much more if we’re serious about creating new jobs, fixing our spending-driven
debt crisis, and ending the uncertainty that continues to plague our economy.  But it is a positive first step, and
a credible down payment as Republicans turn the fight from saving billions of dollars into saving trillions of
dollars as part of the GOP budget outlined by House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, R-Wis., aptly
titled “The Path to Prosperity.”  The votes on both the spending cut agreement and Ryan’s budget will take
place later this week.  Here is a quick summary of the spending cut agreement:

·         Largest Non-Defense Spending Cut in American History. The agreement will enact the largest non-
defense spending cut in dollar terms in American history, and the biggest overall reduction since World
War II, beginning the process of ending the Washington spending binge that is causing uncertainty for
American job creators. Subject to Congressional Budget Office (CBO) scoring, the agreement has a
reduction in spending of nearly $40 billion compared to Fiscal Year 2010 enacted levels.

 
·         Hundreds of Billions in Spending Cuts Over the Next Decade. Subject to CBO scoring, the agreement

will cut hundreds of billions of dollars from the federal budget over the next decade – “real money,” as
the Wall Street Journal editorial board recently noted.

 
·         Officially Ends the “Stimulus” Spending Binge. The agreement begins to reverse the “stimulus”

spending binge that began in 2009 – signaling the official end of a period of unprecedented government
intervention that former Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan Greenspan and other economists say
hurt job creation in America by crowding out private investment.

 
·         Sets Stage for Trillions More in Spending Cuts. Clears the way for congressional action on House

Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan’s budget – The Path to Prosperity – which cuts trillions in
spending and offers a long-term blueprint for American job creation.

 
·         Requires Mandatory Audits of the New Job-Crushing Bureaucracy Set Up Under Dodd-Frank. The

agreement subjects the so-called Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) created by the job-
destroying Dodd-Frank law to yearly audits by both the private sector and the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to monitor its impact on the economy, including its impact on jobs, by
examining whether sound cost-benefit analyses are being used with rulemakings. Two audits and a
separate study are required within 180 days and annually thereafter, providing new accountability. The
first audit requires an independent review of the CFPB’s operations and budget. The second audit
requires the GAO to review the CFPB’s financial statements. The annual study requires GAO to report
on the economic impact of the activities of the CFPB and other financial regulators. This review includes
an assessment of how the CFPB’s activities are impacting safety and soundness of financial entities; cost
and availability of credit; and savings for consumers, reductions in paperwork, and changes in
bankruptcy filings. The study also requires examination of the costs of complying with rules, whether
agencies are using sound cost-benefit analyses, and what efforts are being taken to avoid duplicative or
conflicting rule-makings, information requests, and examinations.

 
·          Bans Taxpayer Funding of Abortion in D.C. and Reduces Funding for Family Planning. The agreement

restores the Dornan amendment (D.C. Hyde Amendment) to ensure that no congressionally
appropriated funds (whether locally or federally generated) may pay for abortion in the District of
Columbia. The policy was in place from FY 1996 to FY 2009. FY 2010 is the only year since FY 1996 that
the D.C. Hyde Amendment was not attached to the Financial Services, D.C. Government Appropriations
Act. In addition, the agreement slashes funding for Title X of the Public Health Service Act by $17
million, and international family planning by $73 million, including a $15 million cut to the United
Nations Population Fund.

 
·         Funds Our Troops.  The agreement funds our troops and provides them with the resources they need

to succeed in their missions at home and abroad.  Specifically, the bill provides $513 billion for the
Department of Defense, approximately $5 billion more than last year.

 
·         Fights Terrorism. Despite attempts by the White House to weaken current law regarding the transfer

of Guantanamo detainees to third countries, the agreement maintains current law, including all
certification requirements. House Republicans have fought for more than two years to ensure that
terrorists held at the detention facility will not be brought to the United States nor released to third
countries which cannot adequately detain them. Maintaining the language is a strong signal that
Republicans remain committed to preventing terrorist attacks and will continue to fight to prevent the
Administration from returning to a pre-9/11 criminal standard.

 
·          De-Funds Obama Administration “Czars” for Health Care, Autos, Climate Change, & Urban Affairs.

The agreement denies federal funding for the salaries and expenses for four of the Obama
Administration’s controversial “czars.” De-funded through the agreement are the Obama Administration
czars for health care (Director, White House Office of Health Reform), climate change (Assistant to the
President for Energy & Climate Change), autos (Senior Advisor to the Secretary of the Treasury assigned
to the Presidential Task Force on the Auto Industry and Senior Counselor for Manufacturing Policy), and
urban affairs (White House Director of Urban Affairs).

 
·         Ends Funding for Ineffective Education Programs. The agreement terminates more than 40 ineffective

programs at the Department of Education including the likes of Educational Technology State Grants,
Even Start, Advanced Credentialing, Mental Health Integration, Exchanges with Historic Whaling
Partners, Women’s Educational Equity, Tech-Prep Education State Grants, Smaller Learning
Communities, Legal Assistance Loan Repayment Program, Thurgood Marshall Legal Opportunity
Scholarships, and B.J. Stupak Olympic Scholarships.

 
·         Provides New Tools in the Fight to Repeal Obamacare. The agreement generates new tools and

accountability mechanisms for the fight to repeal Obamacare. It requires numerous studies that will
force the Obama Administration to reveal more about the impact of its government takeover of health
care, including a study on the premium impacts for individuals and families as a result of certain
Obamacare mandates; a full audit of all the waivers that the Obama Administration has approved and
denied to firms and organizations who can’t meet the new annual coverage limits; a full audit of what’s
happening with the comparative effectiveness research funding that was in Obamacare and the
president’s failed “stimulus” spending bill; and a report on all of the contractors who have been hired
to implement the law and the costs to taxpayers of such contracts. More importantly, the final
agreement includes a guarantee that the Senate will vote on a measure which if enacted will de-fund
all of Obamacare. This will be the first time the Senate has had to vote on defunding Obamacare.

 
·         Denies Additional Funding to the IRS. The Obama administration has sought increased federal funding

for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) – money that could be used to hire additional agents to enforce
the administration’s agenda on a variety of issues. This increased funding is denied in the agreement.

 
·         Guarantees Senate Vote on Ending Taxpayer Funding of Planned Parenthood. The final agreement

includes a guarantee that the Senate will vote on a separate measure that defunds Planned Parenthood
and any of its affiliates. Conservative estimates indicate that Planned Parenthood and its affiliates
receive $363 million of its nearly $1 billion budget in taxpayer funds. While the national abortion rate
continues to decline, the number of abortions provided by Planned Parenthood continues to climb.
According to Planned Parenthood’s March 2011 year-end report for its 2009 fiscal year, Planned
Parenthood served three million clients, of whom 332,278 received abortions contrasted with only 977
adoption referrals and 7,021 prenatal care clients. Since 1977 (the first year for which data is available),
Planned Parenthood has conducted 5,493,960 abortions. Finally, new evidence has shown that Planned
Parenthood employees are also willing to cover up sex trafficking.

 
·         Saves the D.C. School Choice Program. The DC Opportunity Scholarship Program (DC OSP) is a

successful program that is publicly supported by six members of the D.C. City Council and three former
D.C. mayors, in addition to the 74% of D.C. residents who support the program’s reauthorization. For
seven years the DC OSP has empowered low-income parents to choose the best learning environment
for their children, giving their children an opportunity to a quality education while the District of
Columbia takes steps to reform its public schools. Funding to allow new students into the program was
included in H.R. 1, the long-term CR passed by the House in February. The agreement ensures the
continuation of the three-sector approach to education reform by reauthorizing the DC OSP and
providing equal funding for school improvement for D.C. public schools and public charter schools.

 
·          Reforms the Pell Grant Program. The agreement reforms the Pell Grant program by eliminating year-

round Pell, helping to ensure the program’s solvency not only for the remainder of this fiscal year but
for years to come. Currently, the program faces a shortfall of $8 billion this year alone. In FY 2011,
elimination of year-round Pell saves almost $800 million in both discretionary and mandatory dollars.
Over the next ten years, this reform will save the program more than $35 billion.

 
·         Reduces Congress’ Own Budget. The agreement cuts the Legislative Branch by $103 million over last

year’s level. Of this amount, funding for the U.S. of Representatives is reduced by $55 million.
 

·         Returns Power for Wildlife Management from Federal Government to Western States. In spite of the
fact that wolf populations in the Northern Rocky Mountains have vastly exceeded recovery goals put
into place in the 1990’s, and the determination by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) that they are
fully recovered and should be removed from the endangered species list, a district court ruling in
Montana relisted the entire population in August 2010. The language in the agreement reinstates the
FWS original determination to delist wolves in states with approved management plans in place. It
returns management of wolf populations in Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Utah to the
states. The language also allows negotiations between the State of Wyoming and the Department of
Interior to continue so that the entire population can be delisted.

 
 
 
TALKING POINTS: BIPARTISAN AGREEMENT ON SPENDING CUTS
 

·         The American people have just won the largest real dollar spending cut in American history.  To help
create a better environment for job creation, House Republicans successfully negotiated nearly $40
billion in Washington spending cuts for this year just months after President Obama asked Congress for
a spending “freeze” that would mean zero cuts. 
 

·         These cuts are historic.  They represent the largest year-to-year spending cut since World War II.
 

·         The cuts in spending for this year represent almost two-thirds of those contained in H.R. 1.  The
agreement shows the American people that the Republicans they sent to Washington did what they
said they would do by fighting President Obama and Senator Harry Reid over the spending trajectory in
this country.
 

·         This agreement cuts hundreds of billions of dollars from the federal budget over the next decade. 
 

·         While these cuts are historic, they are woefully inadequate to cure our nation’s spending-drive debt
crisis because they represent only a fraction of the problem.  However, House Republicans have struck
a historic blow to the culture of spending in Washington. 
 

·         These cuts are critical because they represent the first step to taking our nation off the path to national
bankruptcy, to giving employers the confidence they need to expand their businesses, and to sparing
our children of lives indebted to the Chinese.
 

·         The reality is that House Republicans control one-half of three branches of government in Washington,
and President Obama and Washington Democrats have fought our efforts to cut spending every step of
the way.
 

·         We fought to keep the government open so we could cut spending.  They wanted to shut the
government down to keep spending money we don’t have.
 

·         We have to stop spending money we don’t have.  We have to stop borrowing 42 cents on the dollar,
much of it from the Chinese, and sending the bill to our children and grandchildren.
 

·         If families across America have to tighten their belts, Washington should do the same.
 

·         We didn’t get into this crisis overnight, and we will not get out of it overnight.  That is why House
Republicans will now advance our fight from saving billions of dollars to saving trillions of dollars as we
turn our focus in earnest to Chairman Paul Ryan’s Path to Prosperity budget.
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 11:28:37 AM

 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:20 AM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
 
WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 16 - July 20, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 33% 40 27
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 29% 9 49

45 - Constituents disagree with the ruling and believe that OK
should not implement the health care law // 6 - Support the ruling
and believe Oklahoma should start working on implementation // 1
- Please do not opt out of the federal Medicaid funding // 1 -
Constituent says that healthcare exchanges were originally a
Republican idea, why are we against them?

Patricia Spottedcrow 12%   25 Constituents are advocating for parole

Human Services 7% 2 13
6 - Child Welfare // 5 - SNAP benefits // 1 - Child Support // 1 -
Visitation // 2- Thank you for appointing Wes Lane

NORCE 5% 8  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Corrections 2% 5
All correspondence is regarding facility complaints, including at
county jail locations

Agriculture 2% 4 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

UAS Announcement 1% 1 2
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Taxes 1% 3
Constituent is against the Business Activity Tax // 2 - Constituents
are opposed to paying taxes on internet purchases

Elections 1% 2
The President should have to prove his citizenship to appear on the
ballot

Budget 1% 2

The state should not worry about saving defense jobs and should
focus on creating jobs // Constituent believes the budget process
should be reformed to be more transparent

Federal Issues 1% 2   Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Native American Liaison 0%   1
Requiring this position to be filled by a native American is
discriminatory and racist

Aerospace 0%   1 Thank you for your hard work to get the plant built in Stillwater

Transportation 0% 1 Complaint about the condition of rest facilities on I-44

Veterans 0%   1 Complaint about the treatment of vets in the Norman VA facility

Miscellaneous 0% 1   The legal age for alcohol should be 18
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 11:28:00 AM

 
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:20 AM
To: maryfallin  Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: CS Report: July 16 - July 20
 
WEEKLY ISSUE ANALYSIS AND CASEWORK REPORT

To:  Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Glenn Coffee, Andrew Silvestri, Katie Altshuler
From:  Keili McEwen, Brett Thomas, Cody Inman, Wendy Gregory, Marcia Crawford
Re:  Weekly Constituent Services Report

Date:  July 16 - July 20, 2012     

Issue Area Percentage Correspondence Phone Calls Notes/Constituent Comments

Pardons and Paroles 33% 40 27
All correspondence is from constituents requesting information
regarding Pardon and Parole Certificates

Healthcare - Supreme Court
ruling 29% 9 49

45 - Constituents disagree with the ruling and believe that OK
should not implement the health care law // 6 - Support the ruling
and believe Oklahoma should start working on implementation // 1
- Please do not opt out of the federal Medicaid funding // 1 -
Constituent says that healthcare exchanges were originally a
Republican idea, why are we against them?

Patricia Spottedcrow 12%   25 Constituents are advocating for parole

Human Services 7% 2 13
6 - Child Welfare // 5 - SNAP benefits // 1 - Child Support // 1 -
Visitation // 2- Thank you for appointing Wes Lane

NORCE 5% 8  
Letters of support for the consolidation of SORC into the NORCE
facility

Corrections 2% 5
All correspondence is regarding facility complaints, including at
county jail locations

Agriculture 2% 4 Constituents are opposed to the $2 million for the Youth Expo

UAS Announcement 1% 1 2
Constituents are opposed to Oklahoma being a testing site, most
believe the drones will be used to violate citizens' privacy

Taxes 1% 3
Constituent is against the Business Activity Tax // 2 - Constituents
are opposed to paying taxes on internet purchases

Elections 1% 2
The President should have to prove his citizenship to appear on the
ballot

Budget 1% 2

The state should not worry about saving defense jobs and should
focus on creating jobs // Constituent believes the budget process
should be reformed to be more transparent

Federal Issues 1% 2   Constituents are opposed to the UN Arms Trade Treaty

Native American Liaison 0%   1
Requiring this position to be filled by a native American is
discriminatory and racist

Aerospace 0%   1 Thank you for your hard work to get the plant built in Stillwater

Transportation 0% 1 Complaint about the condition of rest facilities on I-44

Veterans 0%   1 Complaint about the treatment of vets in the Norman VA facility

Miscellaneous 0% 1   The legal age for alcohol should be 18
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Energy 0% 1
The state should have information on their website that explains
how to convert a car to CNG

Animal Cruelty 0% 1 Something must be done about puppy mills

TOTAL 80 121  
 
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Constituent Services
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
(405) 521-2342
keili.mcewen@gov.ok.gov
 
Gov. Fallin on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
Gov. Fallin on the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Craig Perry
To: Keili McEwen; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Daily Legislative Report for March 1, 2011
Date: Monday, March 07, 2011 8:57:12 AM

 

 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 8:48 AM
To: Mary Christensen; Mary Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron
Cooper
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 1, 2011
 

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: March 1, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report

 

Bills of interest that passed out of the full House on Tuesday, March 1:

 HB 1034, by Rep. Jason Murphey (R-Guthrie), authorizes the State Purchasing Director to use a state

purchase card for acquisitions with no limit on the amount of the transaction for interagency payments

and certain professional services. The measure also modifies what professional service contracts a

state agency is required to evaluate performance of.  Vote: 93-4.

HB 1007, by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Oklahoma City), modifies the method by which dedicated state

revenues are transferred to OTRS.  Contributions into the teachers’ retirement system would be

counted in the per pupil spending average.  Vote: 69-27.

HB 1489, by Rep. David Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow), creates a Web site for the public to access all

state road funding.  Vote: 96-0.

Bills of interest that passed out of House committees on Tuesday, March 1:

Energy:

HB 1821, by Rep. John Trebilcock (R-Broken Arrow)  has language that basically gives the oil and gas

industry (exploration/mineral rights owners) the ability to veto wind production on surface land.  It

allows them to refuse wind production for “any reason or no reason at all.”  This is an OIPA request

bill.  The wind industry, OGE and PSO expressed concerns over the bill in its current form.  Rep.

Trebilcock agreed to work with both sides before the bill reaches the House floor.  Vote: 18 to 5.

Health:

HB 2130, by Speaker Steele, is the health insurance exchange bill.  Defines the membership and

appointments to the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB).

HB 1429, by Rep. Doug Cox (R-Grove) requires OSEEGIB to develop a cost-neutral or cost-positive

plan for bariatric surgery coverage of eligible employees by Nov. 1, 2012.
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HB 2020, by Rep. Randy Grau (R-Edmond), creates the Unborn Wrongful Death Act to permit a cause

of action for the wrongful death of an unborn child with certain exceptions.

HB 1571, by Rep. Steve Vaughan (R-Ponca City), provides that all persons are created free and have

inalienable rights, and it defines “person” as a human being at all stages of human development

including the state of fertilization or conception, regardless of certain factors.

Veterans:

HB 1081, by Rep. John Bennett (R-Sallisaw), would allow a judge to send a military veteran convicted

of a crime to the Department of Veterans Affairs for treatment if the defendant was diagnosed with

post-traumatic stress disorder or Traumatic Brain Injury.

Transportation:

HB 1411, by Rep. Charlie Joyner (R-Del City), separates the Rails Program Division from the ODOT

and creates the Oklahoma Railways Commission. On January 1, 2012 all assets, records and funds of

the Division would be transferred to the new Commission.

Education:

HB 1744, by Rep. Jason Nelson (R-Oklahoma City), amends the Lindsey Nicole Henry Scholarships

for Students with Disabilities Program. It provides that a student who is a child of a member of the

United States Armed Forces who transfers to a school in the state from out of state or from a foreign

country will not need to have spent the prior school year in attendance at a public school in the state

to qualify for the scholarship program.

HB 1001, by Rep. Mike Reynolds (R-Oklahoma City), instructs school districts to treat the voluntary

expression of a religious viewpoint by a student the same as it treats the voluntary expression of a

secular viewpoint by another student. The district may not discriminate against students based upon

religious viewpoints expressed on otherwise permissible subjects.

HB 1268, by Rep. Ann Coody (R-Lawton), requires that starting with students entering ninth grade in

the 2011-12 school year, students must complete four units of mathematics to graduate from high

school.

HB 1332, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City),  instructs the State Textbook Committee to adopt

“A Guide for Learning and Teaching the Declaration of Independence and the United States

Constitution by Joseph Andrews no later than August 1, 2011.

HB 1380, by Rep. Corey Holland (R-Marlow), removes different hearing processes for probationary

teachers and career teachers recommended for dismissal and provides that all teachers have the right

to a hearing before a local board of education. Removes the process of a pretermination hearing for

career teachers.  Repeals the right to trial de novo.

HB 1585, by Rep. Todd Thomsen (R-Ada), provides that students entering the ninth grade in the year

2010-11, rather than 2008-09, must demonstrate mastery in four subject areas to graduate from high

school with a standard diploma.  Superintendent Barresi expressed concerns with this bill saying it was

a step back.

HB 1914, by Rep. Marty Quinn (R-Claremore), changes the percentage of total expenditures that

school districts are allowed to spend on administrative services. School districts with more than 1,500

average daily membership the previous year, may spend 5% rather than 6%. Districts with more than

500 but less than 1,500 average daily membership may spend 7% rather than 8%. Districts with less

than 500 average daily membership may spend 8% rather than 10%.
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Bills of interest that passed out of the full Senate on Tuesday, March 1:

Tort reform bills passed by the Senate on Tuesday, March 1:

·        SB 863, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Duncan), jury instructions shall include an instruction notifying

the jury that no part of an award for damages for personal injury or wrongful death is subject to

federal or state income tax.

·        SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes, provides for periodic payment of future damages

Other bills of interest passed by the Senate on Tuesday, March 1:

·        SB 406, by Sen. Josh Brecheen (R-Coalgate), declares picketing within 1,000 feet of any

funeral service unlawful from two hours before the commencement of a funeral service and

until two hours after the completion of the funeral service.

·        SB 783, by Sen. Josh Brecheen, creates the Drug Court and Community Sentencing Reform

Task Force; Defines all administrative purposes and functions of the task force.

·        SB 808, Sen. David Holt (R-OKC), changes special election requirements for years where the

Presidential Preferential Primary is in March to the same Tuesday as the Presidential primary

day.

Bills of interest that passed out of Senate committees on Tuesday, March 1:

·        SB 969, by Dan Newberry (R-Sand Springs), an education reform measure that allows a tax

credit for any tax payer who makes a contribution to a scholarship granting organization which

can then be used by a student to attend a school of their choice.
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From: Craig Perry
To: Keili McEwen; Brett Thomas; Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Daily Legislative Report for March 3, 2011
Date: Monday, March 07, 2011 8:56:57 AM

 

 

From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2011 1:42 PM
To: Mary Fallin; Mary Christensen
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Alex Weintz; Aaron
Cooper
Subject: Daily Legislative Report for March 3, 2011
 

To: Governor Fallin
Cc: Denise Northrup, Secretary Coffee, Katie Altshuler and Andrew Silvestri
From: Craig Perry and Kaleb Bennett
Date: March 3, 2011
Re: Daily Legislative Report

 

HOUSE

Bills of interest that passed out of the full House on Wednesday, March 2

HB 1249, by Rep. Wade Rousselot (D-Wagoner), removes language relating to retrieving domestic

livestock or other animals on another’s land.  The bill passed by a vote of: 80 to 11.

HB 2140, by Speaker Steele, is the state agency shared services bill.  The bill consolidates several

agencies into the Office of State.  The bill directs the Director of OSF to consolidate all of the agencies’

administrative functions by December 31, 2011, and to demonstrate a 15% overall cost reduction as a

result and further requires the Director to make recommendations on the streamlining, reduction or

elimination of the governance structures and statutorily-established positions of each agency.  The bill

passed by a vote of: 65 to 28.  The vote on the emergency failed by a vote of 53 to 28.  There was a

motion to reconsider in the future. 

Bills of interest that passed out of House committees on Thursday, March 3

Government Reform:

HB 1208, by Rep. Scott Martin (R-Noble), gives the Governor the power, subject to Senate

confirmation, to appoint and replace any gubernatorial appointments on any agency, board or

commission and gives the Governor the power to appoint and replace the director of any state agency,

with the exception of Constitutionally-created agencies.

HB 1438, by Rep. T.W. Shannon (R-Lawton), requires the Director of Central Services to publish a

report detailing state-owned properties.  The measure requires that the report list the five percent most

underutilized properties, the value of those properties, the potential for purchase if offered for sale by

the state, and the impact on local-level tax rolls if the property is purchased by a non-governmental

entity.

HB 2156, by Speaker Steele, The provisions authorizing the electronic transmission of legislative

documents and messages between the houses of the Legislature, the Office of the Governor and the
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Office of the Secretary of State will allow for improved efficiency and timeliness in such transmissions

and may also allow for cost efficiencies resulting from a reduction in paper and other supply

requirements.

HB 1601, by Rep. Aaron Stiles (R-Norman), adds the J.D. McCarty Center for Children with

Developmental Disabilities to the list of state agencies that are exempt from provisions of the Oklahoma

Information Services Act.

Insurance:

HB 2081, by Rep. Charles Key (R- Oklahoma City), repeals the Oklahoma Managed Care External

Review Act and creates the Uniform Health Carrier External Review Act to provide standards for

external review procedures that apply to all health carriers, excluding policies with certain coverage.

The measure requires health carriers to notify a covered individual of the individual’s right to an

external review if an adverse determination has been made. If the covered individual has completed

the health carrier’s internal grievance process, the individual may apply in writing within four months of

the adverse determination to the Insurance Commissioner for an external review to be paid for by the

health carrier.

HB 2041, by Rep. Dan Sullivan (R-Tulsa), creates in the State Treasury the Workers’ Compensation

Self-Insurance Guaranty Fund which will be administered and supervised by the Workers’

Compensation Self-Insurance Guaranty Fund Board. Certain self-insurers are required to participate in

the Fund.

HB 2079, by Rep. Charles Key (R-Oklahoma City), provides standards for health care practitioner

credentialing including provisions for practitioners to select and change credentials verification

organizations and certain requirements of such organizations. It establishes guidelines for the release

of certain information and prohibits actions against certain organizations acting in good faith.

One bill of interest that failed in House committee on Thursday, March 3

HB 1046, by Rep. George Faught (R-Muskogee) would have converted CompSource to a mutual

insurance company.

SENATE

Senate Floor action Thursday, March 3:

SB 191, Sen. Cliff Aldridge (R-Choctaw), raises the age dependents can stay on their parents health

insurance to 26.  Failed 21 to 19.  Many Republican members thought that passing the measure would

harm Oklahoma’s lawsuit against Obamacare.

SB 866, Sen. Anthony Sykes (R-Moore), tort reform, allows for future damages in a civil lawsuit to be

made in partial payments rather than a lump sum.  Passed 30 to 17.

SJR 37, Sen. Mike Schultz (R- Altus), increases the number of people necessary for an initiative

petition to succeed and requires the Governor to do a fiscal analysis of the subject matter of a petition

which must also appear on the ballot. Sen. Jolley argued against the measure saying it would further

restrict what can be included on the ballot.

Senate committee action Thursday, March 3:

There were no bill passed from committee today.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "kaltshule "; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:24:26 AM

 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon as
we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in case
anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the release.
We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as planned we
expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list with
assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
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8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not start
making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert you
once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the Gov.
depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
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the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
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without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
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200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it would
be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can call
key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these talking
points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic downturn,
the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured families
and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality or
increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of
healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.
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Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to
$50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As always,

we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other partners so
that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the

increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain on
our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of their
own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease management
and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 

From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: Alex Gerszewski
Subject: FW: dennis cauchon of usa today writes...questions on health care reform act
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 10:14:35 AM

FYI – this request is from USA Today;  I am not going to reply unless I hear otherwise. 

Thanks.

 

 

From: Cauchon, Dennis [mailto:dcauchon@usatoday.com] 
Sent: Friday, July 06, 2012 9:50 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: dennis cauchon of usa today writes...questions on health care reform act
 
We’re taking a look at how the 50 governors stand on implementing parts of the health care reform
act. I was hoping you could help me answer a few questions on the issue. Phone or e-mail works
equally well. Thanks.  
 
The questions are:
 

1)       Does Gov. Falin expect Oklahoma to increase Medicaid eligibility up to the 133% poverty
line limit that the federal government says it will pick up most of the cost for?

2)       Has Oklahoma started forming a health insurance exchange and does Gov. Falin favor the
state doing it or letting the federal government do it?

3)       Will some of these decisions be put on hold until after the November election?
 
Thanks.
 
Dennis Cauchon
Reporter
USA TODAY
1(703)854-6508
dcauchon@usatoday.com
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fw: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform"
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 7:40:08 AM

 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 10:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson  
Cc: Lindsay Russell  
Subject: FW: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform" 
 
ICYMI

Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform

By Dennis G. Smith | 7/9/2012

Last week's Supreme Court decision on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) guarantees the debate over health care will continue. Supporters of PPACA
want to convince the public that everything is settled and any opposition is just
politics.
 
But opponents are not out to score political points. We believe now, as we did two
years ago, that the economic assumptions used in the debate are flawed and the
policies are wrong for the nation.

Since the Court's decision, the law's supporters insist that Obama policies are
successful because the cost of health care is declining. But that is not the case.
Americans know that cost and spending are not the same thing. If the cost of a car is
too high, a family won't buy one, which means their spending is lower.
 
Health care spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason -- the lingering recession.
Demand is lower because fewer people now have health insurance than when the
President's term of office began. In 2008, 42.7 million individuals were uninsured
according to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). CMS estimates
there will be 48.6 million people without insurance in 2013. It is hard to see how this
could be considered an accomplishment.

Even the government's own actuaries say that the slowdown in health spending now
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and into the future is unrelated to PPACA. PPACA hides and shifts costs; it does not
lower them.
 
Most Americans already believe we are spending too much, not too little, on health
care and that is what this debate should be focusing on once again. True health care
reform must tackle the root causes of our health care costs and put individuals at the
center of decision-making.

Those who support expanding Medicaid insist that a state cannot pass up "free" federal
money or that if we don't expand, the money will go to another state. This is the kind
of thinking that got us into the deficit and debt troubles we are in.
 
First, there is no such thing as "free" federal money. The federal government has no
money of its own and it gets the money it spends from the same people the state
government does. Regardless of who the tax collector is, the impact on the taxpayer is
the same.
 
Second, Wisconsin won't "lose" Medicaid dollars to other states as some argue because
each state gets its share of federal Medicaid funding regardless of what happens in
another state. Finally, hospitals, doctors, and other health care professionals would
receive higher payments under the new tax credits that will be used to purchase
private insurance rather than under Medicaid.

The Court's decision reveals that PPACA is an enormous and regressive tax. The result
may well be that lower income individuals pay the tax but won't qualify for either
PPACA's new tax credits or for Medicaid. Some groups will press states to fix this
inequity, but that burden rests with the authors of PPACA who deliberately chose a
Medicaid expansion because it would be cheaper for the federal government.

PPACA took a layer cake approach to health care and stratified Americans according to
income levels. But Americans should not be required to live their lives according to
poorly designed federal government programs and rules. The best way to expand
health insurance coverage is to get the economy moving again and Americans back to
work.

PPACA was flawed from the start. The American people rightfully expect a new
beginning to the health care debate.

Dennis Smith is Wisconsin's secretary of health services.
=
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform"
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 7:39:58 AM

 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 10:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson  
Cc: Lindsay Russell  
Subject: FW: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform" 
 
ICYMI

Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform

By Dennis G. Smith | 7/9/2012

Last week's Supreme Court decision on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) guarantees the debate over health care will continue. Supporters of PPACA
want to convince the public that everything is settled and any opposition is just
politics.
 
But opponents are not out to score political points. We believe now, as we did two
years ago, that the economic assumptions used in the debate are flawed and the
policies are wrong for the nation.

Since the Court's decision, the law's supporters insist that Obama policies are
successful because the cost of health care is declining. But that is not the case.
Americans know that cost and spending are not the same thing. If the cost of a car is
too high, a family won't buy one, which means their spending is lower.
 
Health care spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason -- the lingering recession.
Demand is lower because fewer people now have health insurance than when the
President's term of office began. In 2008, 42.7 million individuals were uninsured
according to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). CMS estimates
there will be 48.6 million people without insurance in 2013. It is hard to see how this
could be considered an accomplishment.

Even the government's own actuaries say that the slowdown in health spending now
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and into the future is unrelated to PPACA. PPACA hides and shifts costs; it does not
lower them.
 
Most Americans already believe we are spending too much, not too little, on health
care and that is what this debate should be focusing on once again. True health care
reform must tackle the root causes of our health care costs and put individuals at the
center of decision-making.

Those who support expanding Medicaid insist that a state cannot pass up "free" federal
money or that if we don't expand, the money will go to another state. This is the kind
of thinking that got us into the deficit and debt troubles we are in.
 
First, there is no such thing as "free" federal money. The federal government has no
money of its own and it gets the money it spends from the same people the state
government does. Regardless of who the tax collector is, the impact on the taxpayer is
the same.
 
Second, Wisconsin won't "lose" Medicaid dollars to other states as some argue because
each state gets its share of federal Medicaid funding regardless of what happens in
another state. Finally, hospitals, doctors, and other health care professionals would
receive higher payments under the new tax credits that will be used to purchase
private insurance rather than under Medicaid.

The Court's decision reveals that PPACA is an enormous and regressive tax. The result
may well be that lower income individuals pay the tax but won't qualify for either
PPACA's new tax credits or for Medicaid. Some groups will press states to fix this
inequity, but that burden rests with the authors of PPACA who deliberately chose a
Medicaid expansion because it would be cheaper for the federal government.

PPACA took a layer cake approach to health care and stratified Americans according to
income levels. But Americans should not be required to live their lives according to
poorly designed federal government programs and rules. The best way to expand
health insurance coverage is to get the economy moving again and Americans back to
work.

PPACA was flawed from the start. The American people rightfully expect a new
beginning to the health care debate.

Dennis Smith is Wisconsin's secretary of health services.
=
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: Fw: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform"
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 7:40:07 AM

 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 10:15 PM
To: Marie Sanderson  
Cc: Lindsay Russell  
Subject: FW: Dennis Smith on "Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform" 
 
ICYMI

Why States Are Reluctant On National Health Care Reform

By Dennis G. Smith | 7/9/2012

Last week's Supreme Court decision on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA) guarantees the debate over health care will continue. Supporters of PPACA
want to convince the public that everything is settled and any opposition is just
politics.
 
But opponents are not out to score political points. We believe now, as we did two
years ago, that the economic assumptions used in the debate are flawed and the
policies are wrong for the nation.

Since the Court's decision, the law's supporters insist that Obama policies are
successful because the cost of health care is declining. But that is not the case.
Americans know that cost and spending are not the same thing. If the cost of a car is
too high, a family won't buy one, which means their spending is lower.
 
Health care spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason -- the lingering recession.
Demand is lower because fewer people now have health insurance than when the
President's term of office began. In 2008, 42.7 million individuals were uninsured
according to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). CMS estimates
there will be 48.6 million people without insurance in 2013. It is hard to see how this
could be considered an accomplishment.

Even the government's own actuaries say that the slowdown in health spending now
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and into the future is unrelated to PPACA. PPACA hides and shifts costs; it does not
lower them.
 
Most Americans already believe we are spending too much, not too little, on health
care and that is what this debate should be focusing on once again. True health care
reform must tackle the root causes of our health care costs and put individuals at the
center of decision-making.

Those who support expanding Medicaid insist that a state cannot pass up "free" federal
money or that if we don't expand, the money will go to another state. This is the kind
of thinking that got us into the deficit and debt troubles we are in.
 
First, there is no such thing as "free" federal money. The federal government has no
money of its own and it gets the money it spends from the same people the state
government does. Regardless of who the tax collector is, the impact on the taxpayer is
the same.
 
Second, Wisconsin won't "lose" Medicaid dollars to other states as some argue because
each state gets its share of federal Medicaid funding regardless of what happens in
another state. Finally, hospitals, doctors, and other health care professionals would
receive higher payments under the new tax credits that will be used to purchase
private insurance rather than under Medicaid.

The Court's decision reveals that PPACA is an enormous and regressive tax. The result
may well be that lower income individuals pay the tax but won't qualify for either
PPACA's new tax credits or for Medicaid. Some groups will press states to fix this
inequity, but that burden rests with the authors of PPACA who deliberately chose a
Medicaid expansion because it would be cheaper for the federal government.

PPACA took a layer cake approach to health care and stratified Americans according to
income levels. But Americans should not be required to live their lives according to
poorly designed federal government programs and rules. The best way to expand
health insurance coverage is to get the economy moving again and Americans back to
work.

PPACA was flawed from the start. The American people rightfully expect a new
beginning to the health care debate.

Dennis Smith is Wisconsin's secretary of health services.
=
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Did you know this?
Date: Sunday, May 06, 2012 9:44:45 AM

 
 
From: AYE SEE
Sent: Saturday, May 05, 2012 10:35 PM
To: efarm@  ; MIKE LAUGHLIN ; charlotte carter ; Colonel Carl Cole ; BOBBIE SCOTT ;
Clark LeForce ; Gehri Packnett ; JOHN MINOR ; l.c.shaffer1942@  ; LB nottarb ; loyce hall ;
rdennard@
Subject: FW: Did you know this?
 

 

Date: Sat, 5 May 2012 18:41:01 -0700
From: bearwallow_99672@
Subject: Fw: Did you know this?
To: 

ALL SENIORS AND THOSE APPROCHING RETIREMENT, PLEASE READ.  THIS IS
OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO YOU
 
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Gypsy <gypsylynnpro@alaska.net>

To: Undisclosed-Recipient@yahoo.com 

Sent: Saturday, May 5, 2012 9:36 AM

Subject: Did you know this?

 
Here is something you may not know.
 
 

 Updated: Mon., Apr. 23, 2012, 1:41 AM 

An $8 billion trick?
By BENJAMIN E. SASSE & CHARLES HURT
Last Updated: 1:41 AM, April 23, 2012
Posted: 10:45 PM, April 22, 2012
Call it President Obama’s Committee for the Re-Election of the President — a
political slush fund at the Health and Human Services Department.
Only this isn’t some little fund from shadowy private sources; this is taxpayer
money, redirected to help Obama win another term. A massive amount of it, too
— $8.3 billion. Yes, that’s billion, with a B.
Here is how it works.
The most oppressive aspects of the ObamaCare law don’t kick in until after the
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2012 election, when the president will no longer be answerable to voters. More
“flexibility,” he recently explained to the Russians.
But certain voters would surely notice one highly painful part of the law before
then — namely, the way it guts the popular Medicare Advantage program.
For years, 12 million seniors have relied on these policies, a more market-oriented
alternative to traditional Medicare, without the aggravating gaps in coverage.
But as part of its hundreds of billions in Medicare cuts, the Obama one-size-fits-
all plan slashes reimbursement rates for Medicare Advantage starting next year —
herding many seniors back into the government-run program.
Under federal “open-enrollment” guidelines, seniors must pick their Medicare
coverage program for next year by the end of this year — which means they
should be finding out before Election Day.
Nothing is more politically volatile than monkeying with the health insurance of
seniors, who aren’t too keen on confusing upheavals in their health care and are
the most diligent voters in the land. This could make the Tea Party look like a tea
party.
Making matters even more politically dangerous for Obama is that open enrollment
begins Oct. 15, less than three weeks before voters go to the polls.
It’s hard to imagine a bigger electoral disaster for a president than seniors in
crucial states like Florida, Pennsylvania and Ohio discovering that he’s taken away
their beloved Medicare Advantage just weeks before an election.
This political ticking time bomb could become the biggest “October Surprise” in
US political history.
But the administration’s devised a way to postpone the pain one more year, getting
Obama past his last election; it plans to spend $8 billion to temporarily restore
Medicare Advantage funds so that seniors in key markets don’t lose their trusted
insurance program in the middle of Obama’s re-election bid.
The money is to come from funds that Health and Human Services is allowed to
use for “demonstration projects.” But to make it legal, HHS has to pretend that
it’s doing an “experiment” to study the effect of this money on the insurance
market..
That is, to “study” what happens when the government doesn’t change anything
but merely continues a program that’s been going on for years.
Obama can temporarily prop up Medicare Advantage long enough to get re-elected
by exploiting an obscure bit of federal law. Under a 1967 statute, the HHS
secretary can spend money without specific approval by Congress on
“experiments” directly aimed at “increasing the efficiency and economy of health
services.”
Past demonstration projects have studied new medical techniques or strategies
aimed at improving care or reducing costs. The point is to find ways to lower the
costs of Medicare by allowing medical technocrats to make efficient decisions
without interference from vested interests.
Now Obama means to turn it on its head — diverting the money to a blatantly
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nonexperimental purpose to serve his political needs.
A Government Accounting Office report released this morning shows, quite
starkly, that there simply is no experiment being conducted, just money being
spent. Understandably, the GAO recommends that HHS cancel the project.
Congress should immediately launch an investigation into this unprecedented
misuse of taxpayer money and violation of the public trust, which certainly presses
the boundaries of legality and very well may breach them.
If he’s not stopped, Obama will spend $8 billion in taxpayer funds for a scheme to
mask the debilitating effects on seniors of his signature piece of legislation just
long enough to get himself re-elected.
Now that is some serious audacity.
Benjamin E. Sasse, a former US assistant secretary of health, is president of Midland
University. Charles Hurt covers politics in DC.
charleshurt@live.com
NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc.
nypost.com , nypostonline.com , and newyorkpost.com are trademarks of NYP Holdings, Inc.
Copyright 2011 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights re

Read more:
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/an_billion_trick_ImTBFfz7MeuZLJY
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From: Robert Green
Subject: Fw: Digest: Joe Was the Only One Laughing
Date: Friday, October 12, 2012 11:28:46 AM

Subject: Digest: Joe Was the Only One Laughing

Read this on the Web at
http://patriotpost.us/editions/15043/

PDF Print Friendly Comment Donate Subscribe to The Patriot Post — It's Right and It's Free: CLICK HERE.

Patriot Headline Report »
For News That Matters Most

The Right Opinion »
The Web's Best Columnists

Grassroots Commentary »
Strictly Outside the Beltway

Digest · October 12, 2012

Government Economy Security Culture

Joe Was the Only One Laughing

"If a wise man has an argument with a fool, the fool only rages and
laughs, and there is no quiet." --Proverbs 29:9

Conventional wisdom says that
vice presidential debates don't
move the needle in elections, and
last night's debate was probably
no exception. That said, Thursday
night's debate couldn't have
contrasted two more different
candidates. Paul Ryan, the
respectful, serious and earnest
policy wonk, against Joe Biden,
who behaved like a drunken clown
and a jerk and paid due homage
to the mascot of the Democrat
Party -- the Jackass.

On substance, Ryan held his own against Vice President Chuckles, despite having
to face a second debate opponent in "moderator" Martha Raddatz of ABC News.

The Patriot Post

Joker Joe thought the whole night was
hilarious
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Yet on style, whether the subject was the terrorist attack on our Libyan embassy,
the ailing economy or abortion, Biden smiled, laughed, sneered, rolled his eyes
and strategically interrupted Ryan every time the congressman hit his stride on
an answer. And if it wasn't Biden interrupting, it was Raddatz.

Biden is obviously a disciple of Saul Alinksy, who in his "Rules for Radicals,"
Rule No. 5, said, "Ridicule is man's most potent weapon. It is almost impossible
to counterattack ridicule. Also it infuriates the opposition, who then react to
your advantage." Clearly, the Obama team decided that the president's failure
last week was that he was "too polite," and that Biden had to use ridicule to
shore up their anxious base. The result was appalling, but then again, Biden has
been rehearsing his socialist obfuscation and diversion in Washington for 40
years.

With that, here are a few high- and lowlights.

Libya: Biden blamed the intelligence community for the ever-changing story
coming from the White House, and flat out lied when he claimed ignorance as a
defense. "[W]e weren't told they wanted more security" at the embassy, he said..
But the bottom line is that the whole episode is, as Ryan responded, "indicative
of a broader problem," and we're witnessing "the unraveling of the Obama
foreign policy."

Iran: Biden made the ridiculous assertion that even though Iran has spent the
last four years further developing fissile material for a nuclear weapon, "they
have to be able to have something to put it in. There is no weapon that the
Iranians have at this point." Well, building a bomb to "put it in" is the easy part.
When the argument shifted to how the ayatollah sees it, Biden argued that the
administration's "most crippling sanctions in the history of sanctions, period,"
have the Iranians looking at an "economy being crippled ... the currency going
into the tank ... [and] the economy going into free fall." We wondered if he
meant the Iran economy or the U.S. economy. Maybe the administration should
ease up on sanctions here at home.

Economy: We have to give Raddatz props for asking Biden why White House
projections of unemployment under 6 percent were so wrong, but Biden
immediately defaulted to blaming Bush. He then berated Mitt Romney for
wanting to "let Detroit go bankrupt," in contrast to the administration, which
"rescued General Motors." What he neglected to mention was that Detroit did go
bankrupt -- the White House just made sure the unions came out okay.

Biden then proceeded to the usual leftist class warfare, accusing Republicans of
holding the middle class "hostage" to tax cuts "for the super wealthy." Yet tax
policy should be about growth, not "fair shares" and "economic patriotism," as
Barack Obama put it last week. As Ryan noted, "The economy is barely limping
along. It's growing at 1.3 percent. That's slower than it grew last year and last
year was slower than the year before." The Romney/Ryan tax cut plan -- a 20
percent cut across the board with reforms to deductions and credits -- is first
and foremost a pro-growth plan. The so-called "cost" of cutting those taxes will
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be more than offset by economic growth. Ryan tried to note despite rude
interruption that John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan did the same thing with
great success, contrary to the leftist assertion that we "can't afford" it and that
the Bush-era tax cuts caused the current deficits.

As for unemployment, the real (U-6) rate, which includes those who are
underemployed and those who have become discouraged and simply given up
looking for work, is reported as 14.7 percent but, as with U-3, is probably much
higher. In addition, the real unemployed and underemployed ranks of Americans
have swollen to more than 20 million, households considered impoverished have
grown to one in six, and there are 47 million food stamp recipients -- up 50
percent since Obama's election. Obama has also amassed $5 trillion in new debt,
and our national debt now totals $16 trillion, which for the first time in history
now exceeds U.S. annual economic output. Finally, median household income
has declined by $4,520 (8.2 percent) since Obama took office (that's the real
"Obama tax"), energy prices have doubled because of Obama restrictions, and
economic growth has slowed to an anemic 1.3 percent.

Biden made hay of Romney's statement about 47 percent not paying federal
income taxes, but that created an opening for Ryan's best zinger of the night: "I
think the vice president very well knows that sometimes the words don't come
out of your mouth the right way."

Medicare and Social Security: Ryan hit the most critical point, saying,
"Medicare and Social Security are going bankrupt. These are indisputable facts."
He noted that Democrats "got caught with their hands in the cookie jar, turning
Medicare into a piggybank for ObamaCare," taking $716 billion from future
Medicare outlays to make ObamaCare look less expensive, but in essence trying
to spend the same dollar twice. Biden countered with the same lie about Ryan's
"voucher" plan supposedly costing seniors $6,400 a year when it does nothing of
the sort. Biden's real assertion is the same old canard that markets and
competition don't work, only government does.

Taxes: This was largely covered under the economy section, but it was at this
point that Ryan really nailed it: "[W]e think that government taking 28 percent
of a family and business's income is enough. President Obama thinks that the
government ought to be able to take as much as 44.8 percent of a small
business's income." And, given that "[e]ight out of 10 businesses file their taxes
as individuals, not as corporations," this is key.

Afghanistan: Ryan took issue with Obama's withdrawal deadline because "we
don't want to lose the gains we've gotten. We want to make sure that the Taliban
does not come back in and give al-Qa'ida a safe haven." That's exactly what's
beginning to happen under the current commander in chief. Biden's reply was
essentially that deadlines are good for cooperation. And, he noted, "I've been
throughout that whole country, mostly in a helicopter, and sometimes in a
vehicle." Well then, that settles it!

Religion and abortion: This is not the top issue for most voters, but the
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candidates answers certainly were a window into their philosophies. While both
men are Catholic, only one of them expressed genuine faith. Ryan noted that
"reason and science" go hand in hand with his faith, saying that, when they saw
the "seven-week ultrasound for our firstborn child, and we saw the heartbeat," it
confirmed to him that "life begins at conception." Biden agreed, "Life begins at
conception in the church's judgment. I accept it in my personal life." And yet
somehow, in public policy, he's determined to protect not that innocent life but a
woman's right to "control [her] body." His faith teaches that abortion is murder,
yet he thinks it should be legal and funded by the federal government. The
contradiction was stunning.

Biden also played fast and loose with verb tenses in claiming that Catholic
institutions don't have to pay for contraception, per the ObamaCare mandate.
They will next year. And Ryan responded with a simple question: If the
administration is so great on religious liberty, "Why would they keep suing you?"

In closing: Biden struck the pose of the used-car salesman trying to make a
deal with a sucker: "Who you gonna trust, me or your lyin' eyes?" Ryan
contrasted the two approaches, listing all of Obama's unkept promises, and
saying, "The choice is clear: a stagnant economy that promotes more
government dependency or a dynamic, growing economy that promotes
opportunity and jobs. ... [W]e will not try to replace our founding principles. We
will reapply our founding principles." That would indeed be an excellent place to
start.

Post your opinion.

Quote of the Week
"On nearly every specific issue on which Mr. Biden attacked, he was
demonstrably wrong. The Administration's Medicare actuary really does say that
15% of hospitals will take on operating deficits as a result of ObamaCare's cuts in
payments to Medicare providers. The American Enterprise Institute study
doesn't say that Mr. Romney's plan will raise taxes on the middle class, and Mr.
Ryan's Medicare plan doesn't raise costs for seniors by $6,400. Mr. Biden never
even tried to offer a second-term agenda. But this 90 minutes wasn't about an
exchange of ideas or a debate over policies. It was a Democratic show of
contempt for the opposition, an attempt to claim by repetitive assertion that
Messrs. Ryan and Romney are radicals who want to destroy 'the middle class.'
Mr. Ryan's cool under assault was a visual rebuttal of that claim, and we
certainly know who looked more presidential." --The Wall Street Journal

On Cross-Examination
"A team of 19 Heritage [Foundation] experts cut through the malarkey and
focused on [the] substance" of last night's debate. Read their outstanding
analysis.

Open Query
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"Vice President Biden is laughing. Are you?" --Republican National Committee
ad

Government and Politics
Campaign Trail: Obama's Money Machine
A scandal is brewing over potential campaign-finance violations by the Obama
campaign, but it's not getting much press coverage. A new report by the
Government Accountability Institute (GAI) notes that the Obama campaign has
extraordinarily lax online security that leaves it open to receiving foreign and
fraudulent donations. The 108-page study points out that the official Obama
campaign website requires a credit card security code to purchase merchandise
but not to make a contribution. It also doesn't have a strong address verification
system, which, like the security code, is a standard tool used in e-commerce.

The Federal Election Commission doesn't require candidates to maintain basic
credit card security procedures for online transactions, nor does it require
recipients to record and track donations under $200. The problem here is that
without proper security protocols in place, there is no way to determine if
candidates are accepting foreign donations, which is illegal. But one might easily
believe that the Obama campaign deliberately shirked these online security
protocols in order to accept illegal foreign donations.

For 10 months during this election cycle, the campaign's official website,
BarackObama.com, received visitors redirected from a privately owned site,
Obama.com. The latter URL was purchased in 2008 by businessman and Obama
supporter Robert Roche, a China-based U.S. citizen with strong ties to several
state-controlled financial institutions. The lax security procedures at
BarackObama.com meant there was no way of knowing if any of the 68 percent
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of the foreign visitors to the Roche-owned site made illegal contributions to the
president's campaign. But we do know that Obama has raised over $270 million
in contributions under $200. And we also know that in his 2008 campaign
Obama raised $335 million in contributions under $200 with a similar open-
door contribution policy and overall lack of transparency.

Hope 'n' Change: Obama Campaign Pulls Down Offensive
Flags
As noted in Mark Alexander's column, The ObamaNation
Plantation, the Obama campaign store contained crudely painted
American flags with the Obama seal taking the place of the stars.
Called the "Our Stripes" collection, it now appears to have been
pulled from the store. The links no longer work and we've been
unable to locate the art on their site. Draw your own conclusions.

News From the Swamp: Senators Meet to Avoid Fiscal
Cliff
A group of eight senators met this week to try to carve out a deal to prevent the
country from going over a fiscal cliff that will hit taxpayers with a massively
larger bill come January. The three-day meeting included four Republicans --
Saxby Chambliss (GA), Mike Crapo (ID), Tom Coburn (OK), Mike Johanns (NE)
-- and four Democrats -- Michael Bennet (CO), Kent Conrad (ND), Dick Durbin
(IL), Mark Warner (VA). Also in attendance was Alan Simpson, co-chair of the
2010 Simpson-Bowles debt reduction commission.

The three-day gathering was the latest in a series of failed attempts to come up
with a workable plan to tackle the mounting federal debt, and the attendees
aimed to come up with a framework for broader debate once the Senate
reconvenes after the election. No details of the framework have emerged, but
Washington's track record on the issue doesn't offer high hopes. Obama helped
craft the Simpson-Bowles commission himself only to later reject the
commission's findings. Since then Congress has repeatedly failed to devise a
plan on which Republicans and Democrats can agree. If Congress does nothing,
the ruinous tax increase will likely push the economy over a cliff and back into
recession.

Another Voter ID Law Upheld, if Delayed
A three-judge panel of the Fourth District Court of Appeals in Washington, DC,
upheld South Carolina's voter ID law this week, the second defeat for proponents
of voter fraud in as many weeks. Last week, Pennsylvania's law was upheld. The
headlines for both rulings, however, blared that judges had "blocked" the laws.
In reality, the judges acknowledged that the rulings were too close to the election
to be reasonably enforced by then, and so deferred enforcement until next year.
In neither case did the judges find fault with the laws themselves. The only
victory the Obama Justice Department can claim in challenging these laws is that
they successfully delayed them until after Barack Obama's re-election
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opportunity.

Voter fraud came into play again this week when Obama supporters were caught
on camera offering aid to investigators pretending to be seeking to vote for
Obama more than once. No wonder Democrats object to the supposedly "racist"
hindrance of having to present a photo ID at the polls before voting.

Economy
Income Redistribution: Food Stamps Hit Another Peak
Lost in the hoopla about a deceptive employment report released last Friday was
a cruel reminder that our economic recovery is far from complete -- the number
of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program recipients hit a record 46.68
million in July. Yes, one out of every seven Americans receives government help
to buy food, at a monthly cost exceeding $6 billion. But hey, Obama cares.

While the USDA summary blamed the jump on weather-related issues in some
parts of the country, the depressing fact is that the number of recipients has
exceeded 46 million every month since last September, meaning that ever more
people grow ever more dependent upon governmental assistance every day
because their long-term employment prospects are bleak.

Few know more about lengthy stays on the unemployment line than the typical
construction worker. Since construction employment peaked at 7.7 million in
April 2006, the industry has shed more than two million jobs, with over one
million of them during Obama's term alone. This despite the $833 billion
"stimulus" that promised "shovel-ready" projects to recover 400,000 of those
jobs.

Instead, we've seen more and more once-proud workers forced onto food stamp
rolls by the sheer necessity of needing to somehow feed a family. All Democrats
seem to have stimulated is the caseload of thousands of government employees
needed to continue refilling those electronic benefit transfer cards, month after
agonizing month.

Comment on this story.
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Picking -- and Creating -- the Losers
The $90 billion in "stimulus" debt spent on green energy was intended to
jumpstart an industry the Obama administration wagered would be the wave of
the future. But they failed to take a key aspect of the energy industry into
account, as natural gas prices plunged thanks to new technology for extraction.
That drop in natural gas prices has eased demand for coal, but Barack Obama's
pledge to make electricity more expensive is assisted by regulations that might
force the closing of coal-fired plants accounting for a quarter of coal's power
production share. A study by energy industry experts calculated that utilities
would need between $126 and $144 billion to retrofit and replace all that coal
capacity.

The government won't help utilities invest in fossil fuels, but they're only too
happy to support those who waste government subsidies with impunity. After
the well-publicized failures of Solyndra, Ener1, and other "green energy"
companies, two more companies are on the ropes after receiving millions.
Abound Solar, recipient of $68 million (of about $370 million promised), filed
for bankruptcy earlier this year. That's hardly news except that Abound has also
skipped out on nearly $2 million in unpaid property taxes and sold a product
described as "working well unless the sun hit it." Abound's panels have an
annoying tendency to underperform or even catch fire if the sun hits them.

In another success story, the future battery maker for the Chevy Volt has placed
its employees on rotating furloughs due to a lack of demand. Compact Power,
whose plant was built with $150 million in federal funds, hasn't yet made a
single battery for the Volt or a planned electric Ford Focus. But the lack of Volt
sales has created a ripple effect at the Michigan plant that's supposed to begin
producing the batteries for it next year. The Volt's batteries are currently made
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by a plant in South Korea, hardly a hotbed of American jobs.

Security
Department of Military Readiness: Romney's Foreign
Policy Foray
Barack Obama's foreign policy took a solid flogging this week at the hands of
presidential hopeful Mitt Romney, just in time for his senior accomplice, vice
president Joe Biden, to defend it against vice presidential candidate Paul Ryan in
round two of the debates. Romney pointed out the long trail of foreign policy
missteps and humiliations inflicted by Team Hope 'n' Change. Among them: the
blatant snubbing of our otherwise-close ally, Israel; the grave threat of allowing
Iran's nuclear ambitions to continue to develop; the stiff finger we gave to the
millions who filled the streets of Iran in 2009 demanding freedom from an
oppressive government; the dramatic cuts in our defense, leaving the U.S. in a
weaker position to defend its vital interests abroad; and, most recently, the
passive stance on the terrorist attacks on our embassies in the Middle East,
culminating in deaths of four Americans, including one U.S. ambassador in
Libya. While Obamaphiles drag the same tattered suit out of the closet,
repeating, "The tide of war is receding," the rest of the planet realizes the tide is
not receding -- it's regrouping.

Romney apparently "gets" the threat from that tide, noting the substantial
difference between administrations of the past and this one. Highlighting the
critical role leadership plays in foreign affairs, Romney stated, "It is the
responsibility of our president to use America's great power to shape history --
not to lead from behind, leaving our destiny at the mercy of events." Driving the
point home, Romney said, "I know the president hopes for a safer, freer and a
more prosperous Middle East allied with the United States. I share this hope.
But hope is not a strategy." Likewise, while killing Osama bin Laden was a
credit-worthy achievement, it, too, doesn't amount to a coherent foreign policy.
The threat from al-Qa'ida remains. Nor does a "run-for-the-exits" political move
amount to a strategy.

How does Governor Romney propose to undo this mess? Simple: Leadership.
Specifically, Romney outlined key pieces of his foreign policy that differed from
the status quo. These include beefing up defense so that our words can be
"backed up by deeds"; putting rogue nations like Iran on notice that the days of
attempting to acquire "the bomb" are over through more stringent sanctions and,
if necessary, actions; reaffirming ties with Israel and other Gulf "partners" by
employing the old Arabian adage, "The enemy of my enemy is my friend";
reforming foreign assistance to bolster freedom, free enterprise and rule-of-law
governance among nations we help; and championing free trade as a strategic
tool of freedom, generally. Regarding this last point, Romney noted that Obama
hasn't signed a single new free-trade agreement during his tenure.

At least the military appreciates Romney's straight-shooting approach. In a
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recent poll by the Military Times, former and current U.S. military personnel
favor Romney over Obama by more than two-to-one, with character and
economy handily besting other considerations, including national security, as
factors. While we are not so naïve to presume that foreign policy is the pivotal
issue in this election -- either for former or current military members or for the
rest of America -- it's certainly at least one among many important reasons why
the Dear Leader must be ousted in November. No less than the fate of the nation
hangs in the balance.

What do you think?

Warfront With Jihadistan: Changing the Tune Yet Again
Since the attacks on U.S. embassies in Libya, Egypt, Yemen and Tunisia on and
around the anniversary of 9/11, we have chronicled the ever-changing story of
the Obama administration. This week, the State Department claimed that it was
"not our conclusion" that the protest and ensuing murders in Benghazi were
caused by the anti-Islam movie trailer on YouTube. Yet White House officials,
including Barack Obama himself in his shameful UN speech and Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, repeatedly blamed the violence on the video. Now State
wants us to believe that they never believed what they continued to say.

Not only didn't they believe their own spin, but the State Department also now
says there wasn't a protest at all. The murder of Ambassador Chris Stevens, two
former Navy SEALs and another security officer was simply the deliberate work
of al-Qa'ida terrorists. This is finally a credible story, but why did it take a month
for them to admit it?

In related news, Obama bragged while on the campaign trail of his foreign-policy
promises kept. "Now, four years ago, I made a few commitments to you," said
Obama. "I told you I'd end the war in Iraq, and I did. I said I'd end the war in
Afghanistan, and we are. I said we'd refocus on the people who actually attacked
us on 9/11 -- and today, al-Qa'ida is on its heels and Osama bin Laden is no
more."

His claims are full of holes. If al-Qa'ida successfully executed an attack on our
embassies on the anniversary of their most successful terrorist attack, how
exactly are they "on their heels"? They also killed a security official at the
embassy in Yemen Thursday.

Furthermore, reports the Associated Press, "Al-Qaida is rebuilding in Iraq and
has set up training camps for insurgents in the nation's western deserts as the
extremist group seizes on regional instability and government security failures to
regain strength, officials say. Iraq has seen a jump in al-Qaida attacks over the
last 10 weeks, and officials believe most of the fighters are former prisoners who
have either escaped from jail or were released by Iraqi authorities for lack of
evidence after the U.S. military withdrawal last December."

It's almost as if the commander in chief doesn't want to lead the world's only
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super power.

Immigration Front: Border Patrol Agent Update
Last week, we noted that U.S. Border Patrol Agent Nicholas Ivie was killed in the
line of duty, and we pondered if there was a connection with Fast and Furious.
Tragically, however, it turns out that Ivie was killed by friendly fire.

According to the Associated Press, "The head of the U.S. Border Patrol agents'
union says the agent killed last week in a shooting in southern Arizona
apparently opened fire on two colleagues thinking they were armed smugglers
and was killed when they returned fire." He died at the scene. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to Ivie's wife and two children.

United States Navy Birthday
On Oct. 13, 1775, the U.S. Navy was born when the Continental Congress
authorized the arming of two sailing vessels with 80 men and 10 carriage guns in
order to intercept British supply and munitions transports. The Declaration of
Independence came nine months later, followed by the creation of the
Department of the Navy in 1798. Today, our Navy is the most powerful in the
world. We at The Patriot Post offer our thanks to all our sailors for a job well
done and wish you a Happy 237th Birthday! God bless you and your families.

Please visit The Patriot Post Shop for a great selection of items bearing the
Navy's insignia.

Culture
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Second Amendment: The Chicago Way
Crime is up in Chicago this year (and not just due to the Obama campaign), with
murders increasing a staggering 25 percent from last year's already incredibly
high body count. The city and surrounding Cook County have over 9,00 inmates,
almost the local jail's capacity of 10,155. Throw in street gangs, drug use, high-
school dropouts, and it's obvious what needs to be done in Chicago: Tax guns
and ammunition. Because all gangsters will pay taxes when they buy their legal
guns and ammo.

Once again blaming inanimate objects instead of criminals, Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle wants to impose a "violence tax" on guns and
ammunition sold in the city and suburbs. "If we were to pursue a tax on
something like guns and ammo ... it is consistent with our commitment to
pursuing violence reduction in the city and in the county," Kurt Summers,
Preckwinkle's chief of staff, said, adding that the idea is to reduce the number of
guns in circulation. Left unexplained, of course, was how removing objects that
don't commit violence will reduce violence, but leftist logic has always been
sketchy. We propose a violence tax on the perps illegally using firearms to
commit violent crime. Say, 20 to 30?

Gun rights proponents rightfully vow to fight Preckwinkle's tax idea. "This is just
another example of the blame game. ... [T]hey want to make legal gun owners --
guys like me -- the scapegoat," said Todd Vandermyde, an NRA lobbyist who
works in Springfield. He said this is an unfair tax on a constitutional right that
will mostly hurt the poor.

Two bills in the Illinois legislature would create an explicit tax on ammunition,
but both bills are currently parked in the House Rules Committee. These types of
tax attacks on constitutional rights have been tried before and been successfully
defeated. Let's hope these two bills share the same fate.

Leftists Use Science to Justify Trampling Religious Liberty
Four hundred years after the Pilgrims journeyed to the New World in search of
religious liberty, the president of this New World has been waging war against
that religious liberty. Last week on the campaign trail, Barack Obama boasted of
ObamaCare's mandate that employers purchase insurance to cover
contraception, including abortifacients: "I don't think a college student ... should
have to choose between textbooks or the preventive care that she needs. That's
why we passed this law. And I am proud of it."

He claims to allow exemptions for religious organizations, but even this flies in
the face of liberty by relegating religious practice to the realm of "tolerated"
rather than "free." And in order to receive an exemption, an organization must
meet Obama's criteria of "religious," which apparently a Bible publisher does
not. Tyndale House Publishers, the Christian publisher named after William
Tyndale, who was strangled and burned at the stake in 1536 for translating the
Bible into English, sued the government over the mandate. If a Bible publisher
isn't religious, we're not sure what is. Of course, if Tyndale set up shop in a
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government park or building, we imagine the administration would sing a
different tune.

Supporting Obama's war on religion, a new study found that free birth control
results in significantly lower abortion and teen-birth rates. The study tracked
9,000 St. Louis women from 2008 to 2010 and concluded that, when
unhindered by costs, women select more effective contraceptives -- namely,
implanted devices -- over birth-control pills, thereby reducing the rate of
pregnancy. Predictably, the authors claim that this proves ObamaCare's
contraception mandate works. What these results fail to address, however, are
the myriad consequences of promiscuous sexual activity: STDs, emotional
distress, family breakdown -- the list goes on. The truth is that there is something
that neutralizes all of these plus unintended pregnancies and works 100 percent
of the time. It's called abstinence. But to say so is akin to splashing leftists with
holy water.

Faith and Family: Protestants Now a Minority
The U.S. made history this year. For the first time ever, Protestants represented
less than half the population. The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life
reports that just 48 percent of Americans can be classified as Protestant. For the
first time, no Protestants hold seats on the Supreme Court, and the GOP
presidential ticket has no Protestants. Much of the change is due to the growth of
nondenominational churches, which aren't classified as Protestant, as well as a
sharp increase in those who claim no religion at all.

The study seems to be another indicator that we are becoming ever more like
Western Europe -- a post-Christian nation saddled with a massive debt-financed
welfare state because the church is largely absent. The non-religious tend to vote
Democrat at least as heavily as Evangelical Christians vote Republican, and the
latter seems to be a shrinking population. We would note that the GOP has
largely failed to make the case that smaller government benefits people of all
stripes and religious backgrounds, and that one need not embrace religion to
support and defend our Constitution. But if the trend continues -- not to mention
the trend of minorities voting Democrat -- the GOP could be in serious electoral
jeopardy.

Share your thoughts.

And Last...
Are you planning to carve a pumpkin for Halloween but unsure what design to
carve? Well, you're in luck, because Obama's Energy Department has some
helpful suggestions. "Green energy is going orange for Halloween," reports CNS
News, "as the U.S. Energy Department offers downloadable pumpkin-carving
patterns on its website. The 'Energy-ween' designs include a windmill, solar
panel, and compact fluorescent light bulb." Those may not be the brightest ideas,
but on the other hand, the sheer quantity of taxpayer money wasted on these
projects is pretty scary. Perhaps we should just cut right to the chase and carve
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the scariest Jack-o-lantern of all: One that says, "$16,000,000,000,000."

Semper Vigilo, Fortis, Paratus et Fidelis!
Nate Jackson for The Patriot Post Editorial Team

Click
Here

Romney Ryan Stickers Available
Now!
Get your Romney Ryan high quality vinyl stickers now! Hot off
the presses, these critically important campaign stickers need to
go on every bumper you own now!

(To submit reader comments click here.)

Patriot Headline Report »
For News That Matters Most

The Right Opinion »
The Web's Best Columnists

Grassroots Commentary »
Strictly Outside the Beltway

(Please pray for our Armed Forces standing in harm's way around the world, and
for their families -- especially families of those fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines and Coast Guardsmen, who granted their lives in defense of American
liberty.)
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From: Cody Inman
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: disband the council
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 9:02:33 AM

 
 

From: heartlandmech@  
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 8:30 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: disband the council
 
Govenor Fallin:

 

As a votor and delegate of Logan County, I voted for you to get in here and make some changes.  I

thought you would vote against Obamacare, and I see that you are in favor of it.  I also see that you

said you would disband the Council for Ethnic Americans - I hope you follow through with your

promise.  I as a voter am asking you to vote down Obamacare and to get rid of this Council. 

 

I am watching closely, and I will take notice in how you handle these situations.  I am a member of

many groups and we want you to get tough like Oklahoman's can and get this state back on track and

get this country back on track.

 

Concerned Citizen,

Sheila Briesch
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From: Cody Inman
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: disband the council
Date: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 9:02:33 AM

 
 

From: heartlandmech@  
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 8:30 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: disband the council
 
Govenor Fallin:

 

As a votor and delegate of Logan County, I voted for you to get in here and make some changes.  I

thought you would vote against Obamacare, and I see that you are in favor of it.  I also see that you

said you would disband the Council for Ethnic Americans - I hope you follow through with your

promise.  I as a voter am asking you to vote down Obamacare and to get rid of this Council. 

 

I am watching closely, and I will take notice in how you handle these situations.  I am a member of

many groups and we want you to get tough like Oklahoman's can and get this state back on track and

get this country back on track.

 

Concerned Citizen,

Sheila Briesch
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Do u have a gun in your house
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:55:00 AM

 
 
From: AYE SEE
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:06 AM
To: alan carson ; charlotte carter ; Clark LeForce ; Colonel Carl Cole ; chris paul ; Danky-Doo Griff ;
dney711@gmail.com ; doug williams ; efarm@  ; Gehri Packnett ; JOHN MINOR ;
l.c.shaffer1942@gmail.com ; MIKE LAUGHLIN ; rdennard@memoriesofnakedfanny.com ; richard duncan
Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
 

 

Date: Fri, 9 Nov 2012 05:16:47 -0800
From: tbirdhall@yahoo.com
Subject: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
To: ayesee ; rtfowler

 
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: mpearson < >

To: Loyce Hall < >; vance coleman >; Robbie

< >; Phil < >; "Patterson, Troy"

<tpatterson@dot.ga.gov>; "Matthews, Steve" <smatthews@dot.ga.gov>; lynn holt

< >; George Bradfield < >; franco

demarco >; edsspringer@  Cory Pearson

< >; Brian <  

Sent: Thursday, November 8, 2012 1:42 PM

Subject: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house

 
NEED TO READ THIS
MITCH
Subject: Fwd: FW: Do u have a gun in your house

 
 

 
> Date: Mon, 5 Nov 2012 09:43:40 -0500
> From: rburt58@
> To: margieburt@
> Subject: Fwd: Fw: Fwd: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> > Date: Sun, 4 Nov 2012 12:51:22 -0800 (PST)
> > From: Todd Gurley < >
> > Subject: Fw: Fwd: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> > To: Andy Lewis < >, Randy Burt < >
> > 
> > 
> 

23015

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:ayesee@hotmail.com
mailto:aldacar42@yahoo.com
mailto:mingti@bellsouth.net
mailto:cpmotorman@yahoo.com
mailto:pg0046@yahoo.com
mailto:dney711@gmail.com
mailto:rrdc1994@hotmail.com
mailto:pack25@ymail.com
mailto:jwm_fillmore@yahoo.com
mailto:l.c.shaffer1942@gmail.com
mailto:mikelaughlin@bellsouth.net
mailto:bearwallow_99672@yahoo.com


> 
> ----- Forwarded Message -----
> From: "madison456@
> To: Frank Gurley < >; Eddie Elrod < >;
Jerrell Massey < >; Todd Gurley > 
> Sent: Friday, November 2, 2012 2:31 PM
> Subject: Fwd: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
> --
> David E.
> 
> > Date: Thu, 1 Nov 2012 15:58:26 -0700 (PDT)
> > From: CURTIS ANDERSON < >
> > Subject: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> > To: madison456@
> > 
> > 
> 
> 
> 
> ----- Forwarded Message ----
> From: Rachel E Anderson < >
> To: "anderson6291@ net>
> Sent: Tue, October 30, 2012 3:20:44 PM
> Subject: FW: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
>  
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> From: Teresa Wells
> Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 1:51 PM
> Subject: Fwd: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> -------- Original Message -------- 
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house 
> Date: Tue, 30 Oct 2012 09:06:22 -0400 
> From: Paulette Brown < > 
> To: Ashley Brown < >, "Twells@ "
< >, 
> Ronda Hartley < >, Vickie Grimes 
> < > 
> 
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> 
> 
> 
> 
>  
> 
> 
> ________________________________
> From: ron@ccbi.us
> To: pbrown54@
> Date: Mon, 29 Oct 2012 15:02:01 -0400
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
>  
>  
> Ron Brown
> ClassicCityBeverages, LLC
> Warehouse Manager
> (706) 353-1650
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> From:David Moody 
> Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 9:27 AM
> To: Ron Brown
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
>  
>  
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> From:Linda L. Jackson 
> Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 9:25 AM
> To: David Moody; Donnie Spence; Ross Smith; Jean Stanley; Jeanie Hinson Bross 
> (JeanieBross@HinsonGalleries.com); bobbieconeal@ ; 'LIZ NIGH 
> ( )'; SHELLEY MONTGOMERY
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
> Sent:Mon, October 29, 2012 7:28:13 AM
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
> Subject:: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
>  
>  
>  I CAN NOT VERIFY THIS, BUT THIS IS FOOD FOR THOUGHT.WHAT IF??????
> > 
> >>>>You might want to warn those you know who do have guns. 
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> >>>>Do you have a gun in the house?
> >>>> 
> >>>> 
> >>>>GOOD TO KNOW!
> >>>> 
> >>>>When I had my gangrene gallbladder taken out and spent 10 days in the hospital 
> >>>>for what should have been an overnight stay, the insurance company kicked me 
> >>>>out. I had home nurse visits for two weeks and was asked if I had guns in the 
> >>>>house. I respond that if I did I would not tell them. So the below has some 
> >>>>merit.
> >>>> 
> >>>>FYI, I am passing this along... there are comments from two other people who 
> >>>>have also been asked if we keep guns in the house. The nurse just kinda slipped 
> >>>>it in along with all the other regular questions. I told her I refused to answer 
> >>>>because it was against the law to ask.
> >>>> 
> >>>>Everyone, whether you have guns or not, should give a neutral answer so they 
> >>>>have no idea who does and who doesn't. My doctor asked me if I had guns in my 
> >>>>house and also if any were loaded. I, of course, answered yes to both questions. 
> >>>>Then he asked why I kept a loaded gun close to my bed. I answered that my son, 
> >>>>who is a certified gun instructor and also works for Homeland Security, advised 
> >>>>me that an unloaded, locked up gun is no protection against criminal attack.
> >>>> 
> >>>>The Government now requires these questions be asked of people on Medicare, and 
> >>>>probably everyone else.
> >>>> 
> >>>>Just passing this along for your information: I had to visit a doctor other than 
> >>>>my regular doctor when my doctor was on vacation.. One of the questions on the 
> >>>>form I had to fill out was: Do you have any guns in your house?? My answer was 
> >>>>None of your damn business!!
> >>>> 
> >>>>So it is out there! It is either an insurance issue or government intervention. 
> >>>>Either way, it is out there and the second the government gets into your medical 
> >>>>records (as they want to under Obamacare) it will become a major issue and will 
> >>>>ultimately result in lock and load!!
> >>>> 
> >>>>Please pass this on to all the other retired guys and gun owners... Thanks, from 
> >>>>a Vietnam Vet and retired Police Officer: I had a doctors appointment at the 
> >>>>local VA clinic yesterday and found out something very interesting that I would 
> >>>>like to pass along. While going through triage before seeing the doctor, I was 
> >>>>asked at the end of the exam, three questions: 1. Did I feel stressed? 2. Did I 
> >>>>feel threatened? 3. Did I feel like doing harm to someone?
> >>>> 
> >>>>The nurse then informed me that if I had answered yes to any of the questions I 
> >>>>would have lost my concealed carry permit as it would have gone into my medical 
> >>>>records and the VA would have reported it to Homeland Security.
> >>>> 
> >>>>Looks like they are going after the vets first. Other gun people like retired 
> >>>>law enforcement will probably be next. Then when they go after the civilians, 
> >>>>what argument will they have? Be forewarned and be aware. The Obama 
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> >>>>administration has gone on record as considering veterans and gun owners 
> >>>>potential terrorists. Whether you are a gun owner, veteran or not, YOU'VE BEEN 
> >>>>WARNED !
> >>>> 
> >>>>If you know veterans and gun owners, please pass this on to them. Be very 
> >>>>cautious about what you say and to whom.
> >>>> 
> >>>>They are coming for us, so unless you're an ostrich, do not stick your head in 
> >>>>the sand..........
> >>>> 
> >>>> 
> >>>><big%20bills%20ny%20city.jpg>
> >>>>
> >>>>
> >>>>Go to group website 
> >>>>Remove me from the group mailing list
> >>> 
> >  
> No virus found in this message.Checked by AVG - http://www.avg.com/Version: 
> 2013.0.2741 / Virus Database: 2616/5846 - Release Date: 10/21/12
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> 
> Scanned byMailMarshal - M86 Security's comprehensive email content security 
> solution. Download a free evaluation of MailMarshal at www.m86security.com
> 
> ________________________________

--Forwarded Message Attachment--
From: margieburt@
To: waynesorrow@
Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
Date: Mon, 5 Nov 2012 21:32:22 -0500

 
> Date: Mon, 5 Nov 2012 09:43:40 -0500
> From: rburt58@
> To: margieburt@
> Subject: Fwd: Fw: Fwd: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> > Date: Sun, 4 Nov 2012 12:51:22 -0800 (PST)
> > From: Todd Gurley < >
> > Subject: Fw: Fwd: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> > To: Andy Lewis < >, Randy Burt 
> > 
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> > 
> 
> 
> ----- Forwarded Message -----
> From: "madison456@ >
> To: Frank Gurley < >; Eddie Elrod < >; Jerrell Massey
< >; Todd Gurley < > 
> Sent: Friday, November 2, 2012 2:31 PM
> Subject: Fwd: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
> --
> David E.
> 
> > Date: Thu, 1 Nov 2012 15:58:26 -0700 (PDT)
> > From: CURTIS ANDERSON < >
> > Subject: Fw: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> > To: madison456@windstream.net
> > 
> > 
> 
> 
> 
> ----- Forwarded Message ----
> From: Rachel E Anderson <
> To: "anderson6291@
> Sent: Tue, October 30, 2012 3:20:44 PM
> Subject: FW: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
>  
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> From: Teresa Wells
> Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 1:51 PM
> Subject: Fwd: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> -------- Original Message -------- 
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house 
> Date: Tue, 30 Oct 2012 09:06:22 -0400 
> From: Paulette Brown < > 
> To: Ashley Brown < >, "Twells@uga.edu"  >, 
> Ronda Hartley  >, Vickie Grimes 
> < > 
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> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
>  
> 
> 
> ________________________________
> From: ron@ccbi.us
> To: pbrown54
> Date: Mon, 29 Oct 2012 15:02:01 -0400
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
> 
> 
>  
>  
> Ron Brown
> ClassicCityBeverages, LLC
> Warehouse Manager
> (706) 353-1650
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> From:David Moody 
> Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 9:27 AM
> To: Ron Brown
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
>  
>  
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> From:Linda L. Jackson 
> Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 9:25 AM
> To: David Moody; Donnie Spence; Ross Smith; Jean Stanley; Jeanie Hinson Bross 
> (JeanieBross@HinsonGalleries.com); bobbieconeal ; 'LIZ NIGH 
> ( )'; SHELLEY MONTGOMERY
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
> Sent:Mon, October 29, 2012 7:28:13 AM
> Subject: FW: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
> Subject:: Do u have a gun in your house
>  
>  
>  
>  I CAN NOT VERIFY THIS, BUT THIS IS FOOD FOR THOUGHT.WHAT IF??????
> > 
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> >>>>You might want to warn those you know who do have guns. 
> >>>>Do you have a gun in the house?
> >>>> 
> >>>> 
> >>>>GOOD TO KNOW!
> >>>> 
> >>>>When I had my gangrene gallbladder taken out and spent 10 days in the hospital 
> >>>>for what should have been an overnight stay, the insurance company kicked me 
> >>>>out. I had home nurse visits for two weeks and was asked if I had guns in the 
> >>>>house. I respond that if I did I would not tell them. So the below has some 
> >>>>merit.
> >>>> 
> >>>>FYI, I am passing this along... there are comments from two other people who 
> >>>>have also been asked if we keep guns in the house. The nurse just kinda slipped 
> >>>>it in along with all the other regular questions. I told her I refused to answer 
> >>>>because it was against the law to ask.
> >>>> 
> >>>>Everyone, whether you have guns or not, should give a neutral answer so they 
> >>>>have no idea who does and who doesn't. My doctor asked me if I had guns in my 
> >>>>house and also if any were loaded. I, of course, answered yes to both questions. 
> >>>>Then he asked why I kept a loaded gun close to my bed. I answered that my son, 
> >>>>who is a certified gun instructor and also works for Homeland Security, advised 
> >>>>me that an unloaded, locked up gun is no protection against criminal attack.
> >>>> 
> >>>>The Government now requires these questions be asked of people on Medicare, and 
> >>>>probably everyone else.
> >>>> 
> >>>>Just passing this along for your information: I had to visit a doctor other than 
> >>>>my regular doctor when my doctor was on vacation.. One of the questions on the 
> >>>>form I had to fill out was: Do you have any guns in your house?? My answer was 
> >>>>None of your damn business!!
> >>>> 
> >>>>So it is out there! It is either an insurance issue or government intervention. 
> >>>>Either way, it is out there and the second the government gets into your medical 
> >>>>records (as they want to under Obamacare) it will become a major issue and will 
> >>>>ultimately result in lock and load!!
> >>>> 
> >>>>Please pass this on to all the other retired guys and gun owners... Thanks, from 
> >>>>a Vietnam Vet and retired Police Officer: I had a doctors appointment at the 
> >>>>local VA clinic yesterday and found out something very interesting that I would 
> >>>>like to pass along. While going through triage before seeing the doctor, I was 
> >>>>asked at the end of the exam, three questions: 1. Did I feel stressed? 2. Did I 
> >>>>feel threatened? 3. Did I feel like doing harm to someone?
> >>>> 
> >>>>The nurse then informed me that if I had answered yes to any of the questions I 
> >>>>would have lost my concealed carry permit as it would have gone into my medical 
> >>>>records and the VA would have reported it to Homeland Security.
> >>>> 
> >>>>Looks like they are going after the vets first. Other gun people like retired 
> >>>>law enforcement will probably be next. Then when they go after the civilians, 
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> >>>>what argument will they have? Be forewarned and be aware. The Obama 
> >>>>administration has gone on record as considering veterans and gun owners 
> >>>>potential terrorists. Whether you are a gun owner, veteran or not, YOU'VE BEEN 
> >>>>WARNED !
> >>>> 
> >>>>If you know veterans and gun owners, please pass this on to them. Be very 
> >>>>cautious about what you say and to whom.
> >>>> 
> >>>>They are coming for us, so unless you're an ostrich, do not stick your head in 
> >>>>the sand..........
> >>>> 
> >>>> 
> >>>><big%20bills%20ny%20city.jpg>
> >>>>
> >>>>
> >>>>Go to group website 
> >>>>Remove me from the group mailing list
> >>> 
> >  
> No virus found in this message.Checked by AVG - http://www.avg.com/Version: 
> 2013.0.2741 / Virus Database: 2616/5846 - Release Date: 10/21/12
> 
> ________________________________
> 
> 
> Scanned byMailMarshal - M86 Security's comprehensive email content security 
> solution. Download a free evaluation of MailMarshal at www.m86security.com
> 
> ________________________________
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From: Octo
To: Audree & George; Laura & Jon; Linda & Dee; Marsha and John; Melissa & Kevin; Michael; Ardis & Richard; Barbara Feiler; Bob

Lukeman; Bud Jones; Cal Moreland; David McAninch; don.sallyferrel ; edwardmora ;
ernestdiamond ; George Sachs; Hal & Marlene Benzuly; Irwin Stovroff; joan Gerson; Judy Crausbay Hamilton; Mark & Janet
Newman; Marilyn @ Dick Maer; Martin & Frannie Glasser; Marvin; Nathan Turnbo; jlssadie ; Robin; Rita Aragon

Subject: Fw: Doctors Respond
Date: Saturday, May 12, 2012 5:53:31 PM

I certainly can’t vouch for the accuracy of this video.  Nevertheless, I think it’s well worth watching.
 
Hang on you seniors—we may be approaching a cliff!   Old Stan
 
From: Robert Green
Sent: Saturday, May 12, 2012 4:20 PM
To: undisclosed recipients:
Subject: Fw: Doctors Respond
 

 

Subject: Doctors Respond

 

This is a winner!
 

 

 

 

PLEASE VIEW THIS..AND SEND IT TO 
FRIENDS... 

The Democratic Party has produced a television ad
purporting to show Rep Paul Ryan throwing grandma
off the cliff, by opposing ObamaCare. 
                                            
A couple of San Antonio doctors have responded with
an GREAT ad to counter this injustice. See the ad
produced by Doctors Jane Hughes and Kris
Held.                                          
                                           
                                         
 http://www.youtube.com/embed/PJ-
p29xEM0s
                                           
If you like their ad, please forward widely.
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From: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Swann I anjer (McConne ll) · brandi whjte@mccoooel! senate gov 

FW: Documents for One Year Anniversary of Obamacare 
Thursday, March 17, 2011 9:53:44 AM Date: 

Attachments: jmage002 png 
imaoe003.png 
imaoe004 .png 
imaoeOOS.png 
imaoe006.png 
2 WHIP Obamacare tlpdate odf 
3.Conference One Paoe--Obamacare Economic Oestruction.odf 
4.Conference Policy News--o ·eating Paoerwork Raisina Costs OestroVina Jabs pdf 

FYI - - From the GOP Conference ... 

From: House Republican Conference Press Office 
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 201110:47 AM 
Subject: Documents for One Year Anniversary of Obamacare 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE 
Jeb Henn.ding, Chairman 

Dear House GOP Communicators-

Wednesday, March 23 rd will mark the one year anniversary of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

(PPACA), otherwise known as Obamacare, being signed into law. Please find the below information to assist you 

with your press outreach activities as we approach this anniversary. 

1. "Government Health Care Takeover One Year Later'' courtesy of the Congressional Health Care Caucus. 

Click here to download the document. 

2. Obamacare update document courtesy of the Majority Whip's office (Attached) 

3. Conference One Page-Obamacare's Economic Destruction (Attached) 

4. Conference Policy News-Creating Paperwork, Raising Costs, Destroying Jobs (Attached) 

Please do not hesitate to cont act the Conference Press Shop at 6-9000 if you have any questions. 
The House Republican Conference • GOP.gov 
202A Cannon HOB (202) 225-5107 
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From: Kinzel  Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ; Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark (arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler

Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg t;
bob.schwaneberg@gov state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann (bsteinmann@osfr.state.tx.us); brandymarty03  Brian McManus

 Brian Nutt ; carol.statkus@wyo.gov; clipparelli@briansandoval.com;
CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us; david.hensley@gov.idaho gov; Debbie Hohlt ; Dennis
Muchmore (muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state nj.us); Doug Hoelscher (doug hoelscher@iowa gov); Ed
Perez (eperez@osfr.state.tx.us); emainig ; Eric Finkbeiner (eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia gov); griffin ;
hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us; jabot10  jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck
(jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); jboeyink@governorbranstad2010.com; Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia gov); Jeff
Barnes (barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska gov); Jennifer Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer
(jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz (John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy
Oder; Keith Gardner (keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ; Kristi Craig (kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov);
ktartaglia@state pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren kintner@nebraska gov); Lgromis ; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson
(msanderson@governor state.ms us); mark.cate@tn.gov; mary.mayhew@maine gov; Michael Ciamarra
(michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama gov); Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia gov); mkennicott@susana2010.com;
mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ; rebmyers@state.pa.us; renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us;
rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan McGinness ; Ryan Serote
(rserote@az.gov); sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Spence Geissinger ; Stephen Waguespack
(wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith 
travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov); wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Lanier Swann (Lanier Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov); Brandi White (Brandi White@mcconnell.senate.gov)
Subject: FW: Documents for Tomorrow"s One Year Anniversary of Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:27:09 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png
2.WHIP Obamacare Update.pdf
3.Conference One Page--ObamaCare Economic Destruction.pdf
4.Conference Policy News--Creating Paperwork Raising Costs Destroying Jobs pdf

 
 

From: House Republican Conference Press Office 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:35 PM
Subject: Documents for Tomorrow's One Year Anniversary of Obamacare
 

 

Dear House GOP Communicators-
 
As a reminder, tomorrow will mark the one year anniversary of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PPACA), otherwise known as Obamacare, being signed into law. 
 
Please find the below information (talking points and documents attached to this email) to assist you with your
press outreach activities as we approach this anniversary. 
 
Repealing Obamacare

·         We followed through on another element of our Pledge to America by repealing Obamacare, the job-
killing government takeover of healthcare. On Wednesday, January 19th, the House repealed Obamacare
with bipartisan support by a vote of 245-189.

 
·         Last year, Democrats used closed-door deals to pass a healthcare takeover despite broad opposition from

the American people. Because the new healthcare law kills jobs, raises taxes, expands government control,
and increases the cost of health care, we took immediate action to repeal this law.

 
·         The American people did not want a 2,801-page bill that increases uncertainty in the economy. The
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election last November sent a loud message to Washington that the American people want the Democrats’
massive government takeover of healthcare repealed.

 
·         We passed a simple, two-page bill to repeal the job-killing healthcare law. Members were able to go on

record as either for repeal or against it—plainly demonstrating their position on federally-managed
healthcare.

 
·         House Republicans have pledged to reduce costs and make healthcare more accessible by replacing

Obamacare with solutions to our health care challenges that won’t hurt our economy by destroying jobs.
 

·         That is why we passed H. Res. 9, which instructs the Committee on Education and the Workforce, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, the Committee on the Judiciary, and the Committee on Ways and
Means to report legislation to improve the nation’s health care system.

 
Following the guidelines of the resolution, the new legislation should:
1. foster economic growth and private sector job creation by eliminating job-killing policies and regulations;
2. lower health care premiums through increased competition and choice;
3. preserve a patient’s ability to keep his or her health plan if he or she likes it;
4. provide people with pre-existing conditions access to affordable health coverage;
5. reform the medical liability system to reduce unnecessary and wasteful health care spending;
6. increase the number of insured Americans;
7. protect the doctor-patient relationship;
8. provide the States greater flexibility to administer Medicaid programs;
9. expand incentives to encourage personal responsibility for health care coverage and costs;
10. prohibit taxpayer funding of abortions and provide conscience protections for health care providers;
11. eliminate duplicative government programs and wasteful spending; or,
12. do not accelerate the insolvency of entitlement programs or increase the tax burden on Americans.
 
Most importantly, we have pledged to keep the government out of the exam room. House Republicans will
debate all solutions in an open and transparent manner throughout the 112th Congress.
 
Documents

1.       “Government Health Care Takeover One Year Later” courtesy of the Congressional Health Care Caucus.
Click here to download the document.

2.       Obamacare update document courtesy of the Majority Whip’s office (Attached)
3.       Conference One Page-Obamacare’s Economic Destruction (Attached)
4.       Conference Policy News-Creating Paperwork, Raising Costs, Destroying Jobs (Attached)

 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact the Conference Press Shop at 6-9000 if you have any questions. 
 

 

The House Republican Conference  •  GOP.gov

202A Cannon HOB    (202) 225-5107
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "maryfallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17:22 AM

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "maryfallin
Cc: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should expand

Medicaid under PPACA
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17:21 AM

 
From: Trent, Josh (Coburn) [mailto:Josh_Trent@coburn.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 08:15 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Morris, Jerry (Coburn) <Jerry_Morris@coburn.senate.gov> 
Subject: Dr. Coburn asked me to relay his message to Gov. Fallin that he does NOT believe OK should
expand Medicaid under PPACA 
 
 
 
________________________
Josh Trent
Health Care Policy (LA)
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, M.D.
172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5754
www.coburn.senate.gov
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From: Altman, Michelle
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Early Innovator Grant Legislation
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2011 12:54:04 PM
Attachments: EarlyInnovatorGrantLegislationDRAFT.PDF

 
 

From: Altman, Michelle 
Sent: Wednesday, September 14, 2011 12:55 PM
To: Altman, Michelle; Palmer, Victoria; Hampel, Vonnie; Grassie, Jason; Waskiewicz, Steve
Cc: Kincheloe, Kevin
Subject: RE: Early Innovator Grant Legislation
 
All –
 
Here is a text of the legislation.  We’re looking to drop it first thing tomorrow morning, so please let
me know as soon as possible if your boss is interested in joining.
 
Thanks,
Michelle
 

From: Altman, Michelle 
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2011 9:15 AM
To: Palmer, Victoria; Hampel, Vonnie; Grassie, Jason; Waskiewicz, Steve
Cc: Kincheloe, Kevin
Subject: Early Innovator Grant Legislation
 
OK Healthcare LA’s –
 
As you may know, Gov. Fallin announced in April that Oklahoma was electing not to receive funding
from HHS for the Early Innovator Grants prescribed by Obamacare.  In August, Kansas joined
Oklahoma in opting out of the funding, as well.  Currently, Oklahoma and Kansas are the only two
states that have decided that the strings-attached funding are more cumbersome than the money
itself. 
 
Accordingly, Congressman Lankford will be joining Congressman Pompeo (R-KS) to introduce
legislation this week which would require that HHS must transfer any returned Early Innovator Grant
funding to the Treasury for deficit reduction.   We’d love to have the support of the entire
Oklahoma delegation as original co-sponsors, so if your boss is interested please let me know as
soon as possible. 
 
Thanks,
Michelle
 

Stand with States and Stand Up to Obamacare
 

Support the Pompeo-Lankford Early Innovator Grant Legislation
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[Discussion Draft] 


112TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. ll 


To amend the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act to have Early 


Innovator grant funds returned by States apply towards deficit reduction. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Mr. POMPEO introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 


Committee on llllllllllllll 


A BILL 
To amend the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 


to have Early Innovator grant funds returned by States 


apply towards deficit reduction. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1


tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2


SECTION 1. APPLICATION OF RETURNED PPACA EARLY IN-3


NOVATOR GRANT FUNDS TOWARDS DEFICIT 4


REDUCTION. 5


Section 1311(a) of the Patient Protection and Af-6


fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 18031(a)) is amended by 7


adding at the end the following new paragraph: 8


‘‘(6) APPLICATION OF RETURNED FUNDS TO-9


WARDS DEFICIT REDUCTION.—If an award is made 10


VerDate Nov 24 2008 13:38 Aug 25, 2011 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\DOCUMENTS AND SETTINGS\EGGROSSMAN\APPLICATION DATA\SOFTQUAD\XMET
August 25, 2011 (1:38 p.m.)
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2 


[Discussion Draft] 


to a State under this subsection and the State sub-1


sequently notifies the Secretary in writing that it 2


will not use any remaining funds under the award, 3


any such remaining funds shall be deobligated and 4


rescinded and shall be returned to the general fund 5


of the Treasury for the purpose of deficit reduc-6


tion.’’. 7
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With its numerous tax hikes, mandates and regulations, Obamacare has already proven to be a
debacle that will do nothing but increase costs and decrease quality of care.   There is no clearer
example of Obamacare’s inflexible regulatory burdens than the state health insurance exchange
requirements.  Not only do these exchanges create the illusion of choice for patients, they are
funded through an unaccountable, unlimited slush fund controlled by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services (HHS).
 
While the exchanges are not mandatory until 2014, HHS has already started to award states funding
to begin their implementation.  The Early Innovator Grant program rewards states that begin the
process of developing information technology (IT) infrastructure for Obamacare.  While seven states
have been awarded these funds, two of these states have decided to take a brave stand by
returning the grant dollars back to the federal government.  
 
Within the past 5 months, Governors Sam Brownback of Kansas and Mary Fallin of Oklahoma
rejected $31.5 million and $54 million respectively in Early Innovator Grant funds.  Accepting the
funds would have required these states to implement technologies in line with federal government
standards.  States would have to submit periodic review updates to HHS detailing how they
specifically intend to implement Obamacare policies, with little to no flexibility.  They would be at
the mercy of this Administration’s attempt to micromanage states’ health care policies.  
 
With states like Kansas and Oklahoma saying “no thank you” to the Obama Administration, it is
important that Congress stands with them.  That is why we are introducing legislation requiring
the Secretary of HHS to transfer all returned Early Innovator Grant funds to the Treasury for the
purpose of deficit reduction. 
 
States have sent a clear signal to this Administration that they reject its strings-attached funding.  
Let’s stand with Governors Brownback and Fallin and use those funds to pay down our deficit, not to
implement Obamacare.
 
For more information, please contact Chris Parinello in Congressman Pompeo’s office at 6-4539 or
chris.parinello@mail.house.gov, or Michelle Altman in Congressman Lankford’s office at
michelle.altman@mail.house.gov.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike Pompeo
Member of Congress
 
James Lankford
Member of Congress
 
 
Michelle Altman
Deputy Chief of Staff/Legislative Director
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Congressman James Lankford
Fifth District of Oklahoma
509 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
P: 202-225-2132
F: 202-226-1463
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: early innovator grant
Date: Wednesday, January 26, 2011 12:57:27 PM

I went back to check my sent mail and it appears I missed the “t” so here was the note I was talking to

you about as you left today. (I also fixed my address book.)

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2011 10:12 AM
To: 'katie.alshuler@gov.ok.gov'
Subject: early innovator grant
 
Katie,

 

I got word late yesterday that HHS wants to have a conference call with us tomorrow to discuss our

early innovator grant application, specifically the requested budget amounts. This is very routine

protocol for most our grant applications. It will be technical and informal. The call is from 2 p.m. to 3

p.m. tomorrow at OHCA (Shepherd Mall). Now, this does send a positive signal that we may be a

successful grantee. I wanted to extend an invitation to you to sit in on the call or at least be sure you

were aware of it. Let me know if are interested.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Every American To Be Microchipped In 2013 Per Obamacare
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 7:31:49 AM

 
 
From: Patriot Update
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 5:02 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Every American To Be Microchipped In 2013 Per Obamacare
 

Jul 25, 2012 VIEW IN BROWSER | FORWARD TO FRIEND

         

microchip Every American To Be Microchipped In 2013 Per
Obamacare
A major news story broke on AOL and countless other mainstream news
media outlets, this past week, that the Obama Health Care Bill will
require all U.S. citizens and babies to receive a microchip or Medchip …
READ MORE

elitist Barack Obama: A “Record Setting” President
  Once the passions of the moment have settled down and historians
have had time to undertake a retrospective view of things, presidents
are generally remembered by their records. Some benefit from the more
objective ... READ MORE

TOP STORIES

Democratic Voting Enthusiasm Down Sharply From

2004, 2008

TSA Expands Invasion To CA Train Stations & Bus

Terminals

White House Cracks Down On Reporters’ Tweeting

Biden’s Remarks

Iran Vows To Deploy Its Warships To The Atlantic

Ocean

MUST-SEE VIDEOS

814

9/11, We Will Never Forget…
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Exchange follow up
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 9:45:00 AM
Attachments: Early Adopter Grant (one file).pdf

OHIEP Grant Submission.pdf
Importance: High

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2011 5:39 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Exchange follow up
 
Katie,

 

Please find attached the two grant applications. One for the approved planning grant and the other one

for the pending early innovator grant. Also, I just want to reconfirm that the Governor has the authority

to make any changes to the principals of either grant and there is a process available through CMS to

make those changes.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information.

 

Thanks,

Nico

 

Nico Gomez
Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Communications, Outreach and Reporting
Oklahoma Health Care Authority
*2401 N.W. 23rd St., Suite 1-A
Oklahoma City, OK 73107
 
*Please note new mailing address!!
 
phone:  405-522-7484
fax:  405-530-3482
e-mail: nico.gomez@okhca.org
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
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Application title: Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP) 
Applicant organization name: Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
Program applying under: Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange Information 
Technology Systems, CFDA: 93.525 
Project Director: Buffy Heater 
Address: Shepherd Mall, 2401 N.W. 23rd Street, Suite 1A, Oklahoma City, OK  73107   
Contact Information: Phone- 405-522-7545; Fax- 405-530-3431 email- Buffy.Heater@okhca.org  
Congressional district(s) served: OK 001- 005 
Organizational Website address: www.okhca.org 
Type of project(s): Cooperative Agreement for IT Infrastructure Development 
Projected date(s) for project(s) completion: October 2012 
The Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP) will create a plan for the 
design and implementation of an exchange for the purpose of connecting all Oklahomans with 
appropriate, affordable, and high quality health insurance coverage. The development of a model 
for eligibility and enrollment via an exchange is the primary goal of this grant initiative. The 
OHIEP aims to develop Oklahoma’s exchange by addressing several key areas of technological 
advancement. There are several critical activities described in this OHIEP proposal, for which a 
total of $55,656,108 grant funds are being requested. These activities include and are not limited 
to: 
(1) Selecting (through competitive bid) a consultant contractor to provide expertise and objective 


development of solutions and alternative options for the OHIEP. The consultant will be 
responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report compiling, monitoring, etc. This 
contract will span the 2 year project period and is anticipated to cost $2,496,000. 


(2) Selecting (through competitive bid) a fiscal agent contractor to provide technical expertise 
and development of systematic solutions for the interfaces with public programs and the 
OHIEP exchange. The contractor will be responsible for activities such as comprehensive 
gap analysis of existing systems such as the Medicaid online enrollment system, 
identification of necessary modifications to integrate pathways of enrollment such as 
Medicaid and non-Medicaid consumers, and creation of standardized formats for data 
exchanges with technological players. This contract will span the 2 year project period and is 
anticipated to cost $31,249,680. 


(3) Selecting (through competitive bid) a fiscal agent contractor to provide technical expertise 
resulting in the establishment of an Oklahoma exchange for the OHIEP. The contractor will 
be responsible for activities such as identification of detailed exchange requirements 
including connectivity with public entities and private health plans, creation of systems to 
track and process tax credits and cost sharing for consumers, development of data sharing 
with federal interfaces, and operational aspects to support the exchange such as call centers 
and field support. This contract will span the 2 year project period and is anticipated to cost 
$19,910,000 


(4) Hiring three project managers to oversee the OHIEP efforts. The project managers will each 
responsibility in the areas of exchange coordination with private health plans, technical 
coordination with contractors, and operational coordination for ancillary support.  


(5) Hiring five data processing analysts to coordinate technical requirements and coding 
performed by the fiscal agent contractor(s). 


(6) Hiring one administrative assistant to perform clerical and organizational duties. 
(7) Hiring one financial analyst to assist with accounting and reporting of grant funds. 



mailto:Buffy.Heater@okhca.org

























 
 


STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 
Medicaid Purchasing Administration 


626 8th Avenue, S.E. • P.O. Box 45502 
Olympia, Washington  98504-5502 


 
December 9, 2010 
 
 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight 
 
Re:  Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange Information 


Technology Systems 
CFDA: 93.525 


 
Dear Federal Review Team: 
 
On behalf of the state of Washington, this letter expresses our interest and support of 
Oklahoma’s application for Cooperative Agreements to Support Innovative Exchange 
Information Technology Systems.  Oklahoma, through the state’s Medicaid agency, the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, has demonstrated their commitment to technological 
advances in the health care field.  
 
Most recently the State of Oklahoma launched an online enrollment system which allows 
residents of the State to apply for state health care services from any computer with 
Internet access.  This system has gained national attention and Oklahoma has 
demonstrated an openness to share their experience and technical knowledge with other 
states.  Since this online enrollment system is already in place for state provided health 
care, it appears to be a natural progression to utilize the same solution as a starting point 
for development of an Exchange IT system.  From our discussions with the State of 
Oklahoma, we believe that the technical solutions they have already implemented may 
have applicability to our State and we are interested in continued collaboration with them.    
 
The State of Washington has observed Oklahoma’s commitment to assisting other states 
by sharing knowledge and technical components.  We look forward to collaborating with 
the State of Oklahoma and are excited to see their final product.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cathie Ott, Deputy Chief Information Officer 
Washington Medicaid and Health Care Authority 
626 8th Avenue SE 
Olympia, Washington 98504-5502 







Project Narrative 
Background and Commitment 


Oklahoma is a state in great need of transformational health insurance and system access 
initiatives.  The state has a history of investment in the information technology (IT) 
infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance Exchanges and has made it a priority to 
connect individuals and families to both the private insurance marketplaces and public options.  
The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) developed the Insure Oklahoma Employer-
Sponsored Insurance plan in 2005, working in partnership with private insurance carriers to 
make health insurance accessible and affordable. OHCA has transformed Oklahoma’s publicly 
funded health coverage to operate much like other third party insurers.  This type of transition is 
happening across the country as state Medicaid programs are being viewed more as health 
coverage products.  After all, it is health care, not welfare.  


Previous state initiatives to improve access to health insurance have targeted those most 
at risk of losing or going without health coverage. These efforts have primarily focused on 
Oklahomans working for small businesses, who earn moderate wages under 200 percent of the 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL).  The effect of these initiatives has been overwhelmingly positive as 
demonstrated by the fact the state did not see an overall significant increase in the uninsured last 
year.  The Cooperative Agreement to Support Innovative Exchange Information Technology 
Systems presented by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) provides Oklahoma 
the opportunity to explore more widespread system access and market based changes. The 
development of the Cooperative Agreement in Oklahoma will be referred to as the “Oklahoma 
Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project (OHIEP)”. The following list of recent statewide 
initiatives serves to demonstrate foundational commitment as well as an achieved and advanced 
state of knowledge and readiness upon which the OHIEP will be built.  
 In 2003 and 2004, Oklahoma received Health Resources and Services Administration State 


Planning Grant funds.  With unprecedented support from the Governor and State Legislature, 
Oklahoma’s initiative was to comprehensively collect and analyze the availability of health 
insurance across the state, as well as to develop and implement a premium assistance 
program. The state, alongside the University of Minnesota SHADAC staff, used this process 
to develop new health care coverage information regarding Oklahoma businesses, individual 
attitudes, and opinions on the accessibility and affordability of health insurance and health 
care. 


 In 2005, Oklahoma successfully launched Insure Oklahoma (IO), the state’s first premium 
assistance program. IO serves two populations, employees of small businesses through 
employer sponsored insurance (ESI), and workers without attainable ESI coverage through 
an Individual Plan (IP). The Oklahoma Legislature subsequently authorized a significant 
expansion of the IO program for children in 2007.  


 The state was selected for a State Coverage Initiative (SCI) grant in 2007.  Funded by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, this grant formed the basis for broad, statewide, public-
private studies to understand and address the health care needs of the state.  The process 
involved broad stakeholder input and led to a set of recommendations which spawned 
additional attention and work to legislative and appropriated needs for health system change. 
The SCI grant ended on July 31, 2009.  


 In 2007, OHCA, the single state Medicaid agency, began developing SoonerCare Online 
Enrollment (OE) in an effort to reach those potentially qualified for coverage and improve 
the efficiency of SoonerCare.  The OE process creates a single-point-of-entry intake that 
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results in the applicant’s real-time eligibility determination. This project was made possible 
by a Transformation Grant from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), in 
October of 2007. OE went live in September 2010.  Over 500,000 SoonerCare members now 
have the opportunity to enroll for coverage in the privacy of their own home, or in a variety 
of community partner locations where they may also obtain technical assistance. 


 In 2008, the Legislature enacted Oklahoma Senate Joint Resolution 41 requiring the 
development of an Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan. Work has been completed on the 
plan which is oriented towards the goals and objectives of Healthy People 2010 and includes 
a series of recommendations for Oklahoma health leaders to undertake in an effort to 
improve the health status of Oklahomans. http://www.ok.gov/health    


 In 2009, the Legislature passed House Bill 2026 authorizing (but not funding), the creation of 
the Health Care for the Uninsured Board (HUB) that is intended to oversee development of 
an OHIEP. The legislation required that the Insurance Commissioner in collaboration with 
OHCA shall advise and aid the HUB in its duties.  The SCI grant initiated in 2007 helped 
stimulate passage of the legislation authorizing formation of the Oklahoma HUB.  


The OHIEP seeks to build upon the infrastructure and system development of the above 
initiatives. Areas in which design and implementation of IT infrastructure may assist the 
proposed project include Portal Service, Forms Management, and External Data Interchange Hub 
Services.  It is the goal of the OHIEP to create a system that will promote an environment that 
supports flexibility, adaptability, and rapid responses to changes in program and technology. 


 
Stakeholder Involvement 


As the primary entity in the State of Oklahoma charged with controlling costs of state-
purchased health care, the mission of  OHCA is to purchase state and federally funded health 
care in the most efficient and comprehensive manner possible and to study and recommend 
strategies for optimizing the accessibility and quality of health care.  OHCA served over 886,000 
Oklahomans in 2010, managing 10 product lines (or broad eligibility categories and benefit 
plans).  


Oklahoma has a strong history of stakeholder involvement in health care, especially over 
the past five years.  Key state governmental leaders have created a collaborative environment in 
the health and health system arenas, engaging a broad base of stakeholder groups.  Over the 
years of working with stakeholders, our health leadership team has created an atmosphere of 
trust, collaboration and achievement.  Statewide initiatives like IO and various grant seeking 
efforts (i.e. CHIPRA, HIE, Transformation, etc) have brought critical and diverse agencies and 
organizations together with a commitment to pursue the common goal of achieving better, 
affordable healthcare for all Oklahomans.  


Development and implementation of this grant will follow these successful and tested 
models.  The OHIEP grant stakeholder group consists of professionals representing the following 
entities:   


Health plans (insurers, brokers, etc.) A fully functional integrated Exchange will tie into 
systems of commercial insurance companies and may serve to increase profit in these health 
plans.  Publically held meetings will provide open forums, enabling commercial insurance 
companies and HMOs to contribute to the IT infrastructure development.  
Health care providers The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA), the Oklahoma Primary 
Care Association (OKPCA), the Oklahoma State Medical Association (OSMA), and the 
Oklahoma Osteopathic Association (OOA) have communicated their desire to participate.  
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All of the organizations will keep their members and stakeholders informed of Exchange 
development and share their members’ concerns.  
Patient or consumer organizations that represent the population to be served (AARP, 
Chambers Of Commerce) For an Exchange to be successful in Oklahoma it is important to 
gain consumer trust and cooperation. Oklahoma also intends to provide patient education via 
the internet and the distribution of printed materials to be provided at stakeholder meetings.  
Health care purchasers and employers OHCA is the state’s largest health care purchaser as 
well as the state’s Medicaid Agency.  There are other organizations within Oklahoma that are 
self-insured, such as Chesapeake Energy and Norman Regional Hospital Network.  The 
cooperation and input of these private health care purchasers to contribute to the OHIEP is 
also needed.  
Public health agencies Public health has a statewide service delivery network in Oklahoma. 
The role of public health in Oklahoma is to provide core public services as well as serve as a 
safety net for the low-income, uninsured and underserved population. The Governor’s 
Secretary of Health, OHCA, the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services (ODMHSAS), as well as the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) 
will provide input.   
 Health professions schools, universities and colleges Representatives from the Oklahoma 
State University Center for Health Sciences (OSU-CHS) and the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center (OUHSC) are stakeholders.  These organizations comprise 
Oklahoma’s medical schools and academic health centers, thereby providing representation 
for a large number of health care professionals including physicians, physician assistants, and 
nurses.  
Oklahoma’s Health Information Exchange (HIE) task force, advisory board, and working 
groups, as well as the state’s first Chief Information Officer In order to plan for a well 
integrated IT development, the stakeholder group must consider any new developments 
currently underway. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement  
The OHIEP meetings will be conducted as public meetings in accordance with 


Oklahoma’s Open Meetings Act.  Meetings will be open to the public and held at specified times 
and places that are convenient to the public.  Meeting schedules, objectives and agendas will be 
publicized in advance via public notice and on the OHIEP website at 
www.okhca.org/OKHealthcareExchange.  At the OHIEP meetings and forums, attendees will be 
able to make comments publicly.  Additionally a list-serve will be created to further facilitate 
information sharing and dissemination.  


Oklahoma will utilize telecommunication resources, to ensure transparency and provide 
broader opportunity for participation for people who cannot attend the meetings in person.  The 
OHIEP has also developed a website where public comments can be submitted via an electronic 
form as well as view comments made by others.  


The OHIEP project will consist of three phases: planning, development of a public 
infrastructure, and Exchange administration and implementation.  The planning phase of this 
project began in October of 2010, with the receipt of the Planning Exchange Grant. This 
innovative Exchange IT grant will advance the OHIEP project in many ways.  The OHIEP 
project includes a broad representative group of healthcare stakeholders assembled to provide 
oversight and approval for the activities and products of the project. Oklahoma has received 
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inquiries and engaged in discussion with other states in multiple, previous projects concerning 
the advancement of IT. Two recently completed projects, namely OE and premium assistance, 
have received national attention and thus spurred relationships between Oklahoma and other 
states considering pursuit of similar initiatives.  


 
Opportunities to Share, Leverage and Re-Use Exchange IT System’s Components  


Oklahoma has already demonstrated its leadership in developing cutting-edge and cost 
effective consumer-based technologies and will continue to be a leader as it seeks to develop and 
share models for insurance eligibility and enrollment for the OHIEP.   Oklahoma is committed to 
coordinating with other states seeking opportunities for re-use of Exchange IT systems and 
modular components, helping all states to save money as they share resources and work together 
to develop new competitive health care marketplaces.   


Oklahoma will serve as a model for other states by sharing system designs, 
implementation approaches, modular components and specifications as well as test 
methodologies and results of our Exchange IT system solutions.  Other states will then be able to 
select and tailor modular components of the OHIEP, as needed or desired, and incorporate them 
into their own Exchange environments. Oklahoma will make products available for evaluation 
and adaptability throughout the process, allowing non-grantee states the opportunity to test for 
adaptability into their own systems as Oklahoma’s project progresses.  


Oklahoma takes pride in being responsive, accurate and timely with information shared 
with other states, and anticipates that the same high-quality partnerships, created for previous 
projects, will continue to be developed and strengthened throughout this innovative Exchange IT 
grant process.  Examples of Oklahoma’s previous projects include a Durable Medical Equipment 
Recycle Project with Kansas; Medical Home with North Carolina; and Telemedicine with 
Arkansas.  Oklahoma will communicate with intrastate and interstate project stakeholders, using 
a variety of methods such as onsite meetings, conference calls, video conferencing and webinars.  
Conscientious compliance with Oklahoma’s Open Meetings Act and Open Records Act as 
stakeholder meetings are held will ensure transparency, public access and opportunity for input 
and involvement in the OHIEP’s efforts to develop an Exchange.  Subgroups or ad-hoc 
committees will be formed as needed to explore specific topics for development of the public 
infrastructure as well as Exchange governance, administration and implementation.  Open lines 
of communication will be initiated and maintained with other states throughout the project and 
will be utilized as a means to encourage other states to join us as development moves forward.   


Several other states have already communicated their interest in tracking Oklahoma’s IT 
infrastructure development closely in an effort to either obtain modular components for their 
own exchange or to replicate the Oklahoma project.  One of the contractors for the OHIEP will 
be Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems (HPES).  HPES operates the Medicaid Management 
Information System (MMIS) Interchange product including OE, which can be compatible with 
other HPES Interchange client implementations.  Other HPES Interchange clients have expressed 
interest in becoming involved with Oklahoma’s efforts in a consultative role. Areas of specific 
interest to other states include eligibility, enrollment, premium tax credit and cost sharing 
assistance. Letters of interest from Washington, Georgia and Illinois can be found in the 
attachments section of this proposal. 


 
Readiness to Establish an Exchange IT System   
Advanced State of Readiness and Readiness Assessment 
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1. Technical Architecture 
OHCA software holdings include a robust MMIS, HPES Interchange.  The Interchange 


utilizes a web interface and web service technology to perform the general business processes to 
serve the Medicaid population.  The Oklahoma MMIS also includes a collection of software that 
enhances OHCA’s ability to manage the care of our members, assist our providers, identify 
quality and performance metrics and provide transparency to our stakeholders.  OHCA 
implemented web based real time claims processing through a provider service portal in 2003.  
Providers may now enroll or re-enroll with SoonerCare online using the provider service portal. 
Predictive modeling capabilities were added in 2008 along with a health management program to 
assist our providers and members with quality outcomes. OHCA has an in-house care 
management nursing staff utilizing Atlantes case management software.  


 


Table 1. Online Enrollment 


Traditional vs. Online Enrollment
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Online Enrollment 0 57 66 71


Traditional 100 43 34 29
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In September of 2010, OHCA’s OE portal became operational as a web based enrollment 
portal utilizing a collection of services and Commercial Off the Shelf Software Products (COTS) 
to perform consumer intake, eligibility determination and eligibility administration functions.  
OE is seamlessly integrated with the Oklahoma MMIS recipient data using the same web service 
architecture.  Oklahoma’s OE web has enjoyed measurable success in the short amount of time it 
has been in production.  Oklahoma went to great lengths to use wire frames, focus group 
reviews, agency, community and provider partnerships, as well as other techniques to enable 
citizen input as to how the web should be developed.  The methodology chosen has yielded a 
product that is highly consumer oriented.  Prior to September 7, 2010 the traditional county 
welfare operations took 100% of applications for Medicaid through face to face meetings and the 
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submission of paper applications.  This process provided limited access hours and incomplete, 
inaccurate applications. Within just a three-month period of time, OE has totally reversed the 
way citizens apply for benefits.  By the end of November, only 28% of applications came 
through the traditional welfare environment.  The traditional welfare system is now only one of 
many ways in which the applicant can apply.  By the end of November, only 7% of the 
applications were paper, with 43% applying online from home, and 22% online at agency 
partners.   For the applications that do remain in paper form, OHCA has converted to an optical 
character recognition product that allows most of the fields to be scanned, and the remaining 
fields added with data entry clerks.  Most applications can be entered in less than 3 
minutes.  Once a paper application has completed scanning and data entry, the data is submitted 
directly into the rules engine just like the electronic application data.  


This change in delivery is a paradigm shift in citizen perception that cannot be overstated. 
Anyone looking for demonstrable proof that “If you build it they will come,” needs look no 
further than the proven track record of OE in Oklahoma.  


Tables specifying the “As Is” MMIS software and hardware servers are included as 
attachments to the application. Part of the MMIS reprocurement process includes a full hardware 
refresh, that information is not reflected here due to timing of the award process.   


The following table identifies system components that are required to complete or raise 
the functionality of OE (as part of the OHIEP effort) to a higher capability level than currently 
exists. Additionally, within the attachments section of this proposal is a figure which flow charts 
the interconnectivity of these items, relative to existing Oklahoma state technological efforts. 


 


Table 2. Required System Components 
Component Description/Purpose Key Requirements Reusability 
Consumer  Web 
Portal  


The Health Benefit Exchange (HBX) 
requires a centralized Web Portal 
that is accessible by all consumers.  
The Portal is the main landing and 
navigation point for all consumers 
seeking eligibility for a public 
program or seeking private 
insurance coverage through the 
exchange.   
 
The Web Portal must contain a plan 
selection application for consumers 
to make an informed decision about 
plan choice, cost, tax credits and 
providers. 


Web Portal needs to support: 
Web service architecture; 
User friendly design;  
Meet or exceed state and federal 
accessibility laws; 
Ability to call additional services for 
other applications, COTS and 
enhancements;  
Support Single-Sign On. 
 
Ability to compare costs, premiums 
and benefits of plans as well as out-
of-pocket expenses.  
Ability to enroll in multiple health 
benefit program types, such as 
dental, medical, vision and drug 
plans. 


Core component of the HBX 
framework.  Presentation 
of data, access to other 
services, and navigation of 
workflow components is 
required.   


Personal Health 
Record  


Empowering consumers to be active 
participants is one of the key 
components of reforming healthcare. 
Creating a Personal Health Record 


Create a PHR that empowers 
consumers with knowledge of their 
health status, goals, risks, and 
needs.  


Currently PHRs have little 
to no national adoption.  
Improved adoption of PHRs 
could be achieved by tying 
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(PHR) as part of the Consumer Web 
Portal provides one place for 
consumers to go for not only 
management of their benefit choices 
but understanding and better 
managing their health status.  The 
Oklahoma MMIS reprocurement 
provides all SoonerCare members a 
PHR.   


 
- Include medical and medication 


claims history to provide 
transparency of costs and assist 
the patient with understanding 
his/her health needs. 


 
-  Use “care gaps” list as a list of 


healthcare to do items. 
 


the use of model to cost 
savings on healthcare 
premiums.  In doing so, 
consumers would be 
empowered with knowledge 
to improve their care and 
seek preventative services, 
improving individual care, 
safety, and lowering costs.   


Connectivity 
services, 
interfaces, and 
gateways 


Collection of Service Oriented 
Architecture based components, 
services, and capabilities that 
facilitate standards based 
connectivity with external 
stakeholders and data exchange 
partners. 


Work with state and federal entities 
to define and create standard 
interfaces based on reusable web 
services. 


Creates the common HBX 
framework architecture for 
connecting.   


HIPAA Gateway 
(EDI) 


Support of ANSI X12 transactions 
including 270/271, 834, 837.   


Transfer data between payers, 
Medicare intermediaries, Medicaid, 
and other public and private payers. 


Standard Transaction Sets. 


HL7  
Gateway  


Supports capability to exchange data 
with individual providers, facilities, 
and the statewide HIE. 


Provides capability to enhance 
understanding of patient health 
status and conditions.  Admission 
Discharge and Transfer (ADT) 
messages may carry insurance 
segments containing individual 
patient insurance information.  
HL7 gateways will permit the HBX to 
communicate with HIE and PHR 
solutions.   


Standard Transaction Sets 
and nomenclature. 
 


Workflow 
Services 


A series of component services that 
support the HBX workflow process.   


Key components include the central 
repository, workflow processing, call 
center flow services and document 
management.   


Similar business processes 
identified and documented 
using standard notation. 


Electronic 
Master Patient 
Index (eMPI) 


The eMPI will enumerate and prevent 
duplications of members across the 
HBX.  Stakeholder entities can use 
the eMPI key for matching and de-
duplicating records in their own 
internal systems. 


Address validation and scrubbing. 
Client matching and duplicate record 
identification. 
 


Created as either a feed to 
the Statewide HIE eMPI or 
the Public Entities HIE. 


Qualified  
Health Plan 
Repository and 


The component is the repository of 
Qualified Health Plan (QHP) 
information.   


The repository contains key plan 
information: 
Plan certification requirements;  


Use standard data set 
created by 45 C.F.R. §158 
(2010) with QPHs to 
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Enrollment Benefit plan information; 
Drug formularies; 
Plan cost out of pocket information; 
QHP Report Cards which provide 
consumers plan quality information, 
cost transparency and program 
evaluation. 


exchange and store data. 


Rules Engine  Create eligibility determination rules 
and enrollment steps.  Control 
workflow processes. 


- Rules engine stand alone service. 
- Rules need to be flexible and 


configurable. 


Rules are documented 
using standard business 
process notation methods 
and can be ported. 


Mobile Enhanced  
User Interface 
Support Service 


Extend the Business Services 
platform to the growing Smart Phone 
platform.   


Mobile applications extend the 
presentation layer beyond the web.  
Provides new means of driving 
adoption and usage of the system. 


Standard Interface 
available to smart phone 
developers. 


Financial Portal 
for Banking 
Transactions 


Enrollment card can be used to 
purchase WIC products. 


Accept and process Visa banking 
standards. 


Standard Banking 
Transactions. 


 


Oklahoma has recently submitted a request for proposal (RFP) that will create a gap 
analysis for Oklahoma. The contractor will review and summarize existing information and 
resources for Oklahoma's existing systems and business processes. This gap analysis will also 
assess and discuss resources and expertise currently available at the Oklahoma Insurance 
Department (OID), ODMHSAS, OHCA, and other state entities that may contribute the state's 
ability to operate and/or oversee an exchange.  This may include: 
 Analyze Oklahoma’s current health insurance market, including both public and private 


health insurance plans and how that market will be affected by the Exchange;  
 Medicaid/CHIP eligibility, enrollment and outreach functions; 
 Insurance Department regulatory tools, processes and working relationships; 
 Existing web portals for insurance consumer assistance, including those at OHCA, OID, and 


the Oklahoma State Employees Group Insurance Board; 
 Existing data sharing processes and agreements between state, federal and private entities. 
 
2. Applicable Standards  


1561 Recommendations- The OHIEP will incorporate all of the core Section 1561 
recommendations.  OE provides the foundation for the consumer-friendly online process.  
Oklahoma has already implemented such a process that has proven easy for the public to use and 
that incorporates functionality for multiple modes of accessing assistance with the application.  
Consumers receive real-time eligibility determinations, receive notices when additional 
verification is required, and can access and change their information as necessary. Standard 
procedures remain in place for formal appeals of eligibility decisions. OE also includes an 
interface called Agency View, which partner organizations and agencies use to help people apply 
for benefits.  This interface can serve as a model for providing similar accessibility to Exchange 
functions.  OHCA’s call center is another resource available to consumers that has already 
shown itself able to accommodate the public’s additional need for assistance with OE.  These 
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consumer friendly capacities are already in place and operational in Oklahoma, and will serve as 
the foundation for the customer service orientation of the Exchange.  
 OHCA is already practiced in the use of existing data standards like X12 and in identity 
management processes.  The rules engine driving OE already incorporates a functional library of 
business rules and standardized definitions that accommodate differences in program definitions 
of income, household composition and other eligibility factors for members with differing 
categorical relationships for Medicaid.  The design of these features of OE lends itself to the 
needs of the Exchange: a household can enter information for all household members, and 
depending on categorical relationships, the rules engine determines for which program, if any, 
the applicant is eligible. OE has the additional capability of notifying applicants, based on their 
information that they may also be eligible for other human services programs. OHCA has 
already incorporated data exchanges for verification of member information with several state 
and federal agencies into OE, and so is well poised to include that functionality in the Exchange 
IT.  The Oklahoma Exchange will continue to use National Information Exchange Model 
compliant data standards. 


HIPAA- It is important that the Exchange provide the utmost discretion when dealing 
with consumers’ personal medical information while making sure that members feel educated in 
understanding the transfer of their information. The Exchange will comply with all Federal 
standards of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). The 
Exchange will create a clear, easy-to-understand privacy notice as part of both the paper 
application and electronic OE process that the member will need to sign off on.  The privacy 
notice will educate the member on the confidentiality of their information, excepting the 
disclosure to certain person/entities for necessary patient care (i.e. - primary care physicians, 
specialists, designated family members as approved by the member, etc.).  For security purposes, 
the Exchange will notify all members when there has been a significant update to the member 
identification system or there have been changes to the Exchange interface. The Exchange will 
adhere to all HIPAA compliance standards when setting up the Exchange IT interface to protect 
the member’s identity and health information during transfers.  


Accessibility for Individuals with Disabilities- The public interface of the Exchange 
will be fully compliant with accessibility standards created by Section 508 of the Rehabilitation 
Act, the World Wide Web Consortium Accessibility Guidelines and the Oklahoma Electronic 
and Information Technology Act, which sets compliance standards for Oklahoma state agencies.  
The functionality of the web based Exchange will be equally accessible to people using a 
keyboard to access the site, and the site will be designed with screen readers in mind. As is the 
case with SoonerCare OE, the Exchange will provide for navigation using the tab key, use Alt 
Text for images and figures, provide tooltips for form fields, use cascading style sheets 
and provide direct navigation to the main sections of each page. OHCA is committed to 
integrating best practices for accessibility at all levels of the Exchange.  
 The Exchange will also be in compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, which allows all individuals with disabilities to participate in state and local programs. The 
Exchange will adhere to all standards for waiving unnecessary eligibility standards for 
individuals and will modify policies and procedures on an as-needed basis to ensure access to 
programs. In administering benefit services to students, the Exchange will comply with section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, developed by the Office of Civil Rights and the U.S. Department 
of Education, which allows all students to participate in any program receiving federal financial 
assistance, regardless of disability. The Exchange utility, along with public school systems, 
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institutions of higher education and other state education agencies, will determine qualified 
students and provide them free access to all educational services within the appropriate school 
district.  


Security- OHCA’s privacy and security policies will be in force for the Exchange.  One 
principle of those policies is that OHCA only collects the minimum necessary information, and 
only collects information individuals freely agree to provide. The rules engine used for OE, 
which will be further developed for the Exchange, is adaptable in terms of the information 
requested.  Rather than collecting all information possibly needed on a paper application, the 
rules engine has the capability to choose the questions presented to a given user based on that 
user’s previous answers, thereby avoiding the collection of irrelevant personal information. 


The systems and infrastructure developed for OE use data standards, including data 
transaction standards, that allow for probabilistic matching of data originating from different 
state and federal agencies.  These standards ensure that when OHCA sends a request to the 
Social Security Administration (SSA), both agencies are requesting and receiving information 
about the same individual.  In the event that a match is made incorrectly, controls are in place 
that will allow individuals to provide accurate information to correct their records.  For example, 
if data received in a match with the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) 
contradicts data a user reported about him or herself, a notice will be generated advising the 
member and OHCA personnel that verification is necessary for validation of the information.  


Security measures in place will comply with federal standards.  During the development 
of the Exchange, security protocols will be implemented and extensively tested at each phase. 
Given that the information and design necessary to recreate each module of the IT infrastructure 
of the Exchange will be made available to the public and other states developing their own 
Exchange, OHCA is committed to reducing and mitigating the risks reverse engineering could 
potentially pose to the security of the data in motion through the Exchange and the data held in 
the servers at the foundation of the Exchange.  The Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) for 
the Exchange project will include integrated testing and assessments of security systems and risk 
management protocols.  


OHCA HIPAA information security policy is readily available online; all electronic 
information regulated by HIPAA is maintained and destroyed according to regulations.  Before 
individuals access the OE service, they must agree to the statement of rights and responsibilities, 
which explains that by completing the enrollment process, they are giving OHCA permission to 
verify the information given with other agencies. The system also includes a timing out feature, 
which requires users to log in again if the session has been idle; that feature helps protect the 
security of information users are in the process of entering. 


Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) - Oklahoma State Agencies are 
already familiar with certain compliance regulations because of our current OE and IO programs.  
The FIPS, for example, is already being utilized by the Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services (OKDHS) and OHCA.  When a consumer visits either one of these state agency 
websites, the privacy statement is clear; all consumer/health information is considered private 
and transferred through secure electronic transactions (i.e. - OHCA uses the SoonerCare Secure 
Site service). The privacy notice also states that electronic actions of visitors to the site (i.e. – 
date and time, web pages visited, etc.) will be tracked. The FIPS will be easily transferred over to 
the Exchange. The IT implementation team will make sure that all privacy standards are met for 
all stages of the Exchange Interface. The Exchange will use a format similar to the OKDHS’ and 
OHCA’s privacy notices to educate the public about the privacy guidelines. The Exchange will 
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use the National Institute of Standards and Technology compliant encryption methods for the 
transferring of all personally identifiable information.  When transmitting information within 
large Exchange interfaces, the Exchange will create a secure, interoperable network designed to 
disclose all privacy notifications and establish discretion within electronic systems. 


 
3. Stakeholder Engagement  


Stakeholder buy-in is crucial for the success of the project. The Exchange, by its nature, 
will coordinate services among many parties from the public and private sectors.  All parties will 
need to make use of the Exchange and provide information to others through it in order for the 
Exchange to function properly.  An early innovator is tasked with the responsibility of 
accelerating stakeholder engagement to gain support for early planning, testing and 
implementation efforts. OHCA has already secured the support of the Governor, the State 
Medicaid Director, and other states (WA, GA, and IL).  Through OE and IO, Oklahoma is in an 
advanced state of readiness with regard to involving stakeholders such as private health plans, 
health care providers, patient and consumer organizations, health care purchasers and employers, 
public health agencies, human services agencies, health professions schools, universities and 
colleges and Oklahoma’s HIE task force and working groups. 


Among Oklahoma’s plans for engaging stakeholders are holding public meetings, hosting 
conference calls and webinars and providing a web site that will serve as a forum for progress 
reports and stakeholder input (www.okhca.org/OKHealthcareExchange). The meetings will not 
only allow public attendance, but will include opportunities for people attending to make 
comments and ask questions.  In order to enhance the level of stakeholder participation in these 
meetings, OHCA will publicize the time, place, objectives and agenda of the meeting, and will 
hold meetings at times that are convenient to the public.  OHCA provided extensive training 
materials, progress reports and preparatory information to partner agencies to support the 
implementation of OE; those efforts will serve as a foundation for the services OHCA will 
provide to stakeholders in support of their involvement in the Exchange.  The Exchange website 
will act as an information clearinghouse for public notices and will supplement the meetings by 
providing online forums for commentary and debate. Recent major OHCA projects and 
programs like OE and IO relied on a variety of stakeholders for their implementation and 
continuing success; OHCA will leverage those existing relationships into support for and 
engagement in building the Exchange. 


 
4. Governance  
 Governance for the Exchange is in the developmental phase, but governance will be 
developed in accordance with the Guidance for Exchange and Medicaid Information Technology 
System.  As such, the IT Guidance and health insurance exchange core functions will be 
governed through a SDLC-type model that will include life-cycle phases and transition stage 
gate reviews for items such as business service descriptions/definitions, requirements 
specifications, system design specifications, data models, interface control documents, and 
integration test cases.   


The Secretary of Health with input from stakeholder groups will present 
recommendations for the organizational structure and roles and responsibilities for all parties to 
the Exchange, considering the policies and incentives most conducive to creating an Exchange 
that will best serve Oklahomans.  Initial targets have been set for the makeup of the governing 
institution for the Exchange; for example, public and private sector stakeholders will be equally 
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represented; OHCA, the State Medicaid agency, will have a designated role and will develop the 
IT infrastructure for the Exchange; and government, public health, hospitals, employers, 
providers, payers and consumers will all be represented in the governing organization.  While 
Oklahoma has a rubric in place for developing the necessary elements of the governing 
institution, more work must be done to be fully ready for the Exchange environment.  Through 
analysis of existing strengths and capabilities of stakeholders, including OHCA and other 
agencies, and of the critical roles to be filled, Oklahoma will put a plan in place to create a 
governing institution for the Exchange that enjoys all the legitimacy and support of an 
organization built with broad stakeholder and public support at each phase of its development.   


 
5. Planning and Resource Capabilities 


Our current fiscal agent uses the SDLC lifecycle framework for project implementation 
tracking. Oklahoma will utilize the SDLC methodology for the life of the project.  The Technical 
Project manager will be responsible for ensuring that this methodology is followed by all 
contractors. Included below are the first five activities of the SDLC framework.  An attachment 
contains all nineteen activities which are the crucial milestones for the implementation of the 
OHIEP.  


 


Table 3. SDLC Lifecycle Framework 
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OE Business Rules, Use Case & 


Process Documentation Gap and 
Remediation 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 
Apr-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


May-11 
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OE Core Data Gap Analysis & 
Required Remediation Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 
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thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   
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Rules Engine & Process 
Development for Commercial 
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thru    


Jun-11 
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thru   
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Sep-12 
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thru   
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6. Collecting Data and Information 
It is essential to generate various financial and program analysis reports to assist with 


budgetary controls and to ensure that the benefits and programs that are established are meeting 
the needs of the population and are performing according to the intent of the legislation and 
federal reporting requirements. The reporting system is a comprehensive management tool which 
will have the ability to analyze historical trends and predict the impact of policy changes on 
programs and entities. This system will use key information from other entities and functions to 
generate standard reports. The reporting function will provide programmatic, financial, and 
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statistical reports to assist the state and federal government and other entities with fiscal 
planning, control, monitoring, program and policy development and evaluation of programs. 


The major inputs for reports will be data from all processing functions, business 
operations, and external sources as well as all communication and data functions. The major 
process is the generation of reports and program data, and the major outputs are the financial, 
statistical, and summary reports and data required by federal regulations, and other reports and 
data that assist the state in the management and administration of programs. This function is 
flexible enough to meet both existing and proposed changes in format and data requirements of 
federal and state management statistical reporting without major reprogramming or expense, and 
it provides maximum flexibility to accommodate future changes to meet the unique reporting 
needs of Oklahoma's programs. Through this system, users of all experience levels can generate 
reports that range from simple queries to more complex reporting and data analysis. By 
facilitating data analysis and reporting, the system will help manage the Oklahoma program.  


The Grievance and Appeal business process handles appeals of adverse decisions or 
communications of a grievance. A grievance or appeal is received by the Communication 
process via the Inbound Transaction process. The grievance or appeal is logged and tracked; 
triaged to appropriate reviewers; researched; additional information may be requested; a hearing 
may be scheduled and conducted in accordance with legal requirements; and a ruling is made 
based upon the evidence presented. Results of the hearing are documented and relevant 
documents are distributed and stored in the information file. The grieved party is formally 
notified of the decision via the outbound transaction Process. 


The reporting process supports quality goals by providing data about the types of 
grievances and appeals it handles; grievance and appeals issues; parties that file or are the target 
of the grievances and appeals; and the dispositions. This data is used to discern program 
improvement opportunities, which may reduce the issues that give rise to grievances and appeals. 
If the grieved party does not agree with the Agency’s disposition, a second appeal can be filed 
requesting a review of the disposition. If the health status or medical need of the applicant or 
member is urgent, the appeal may be expedited.  This process supports grievances and appeals 
for both prospective parties and current parties. A non-enrolled entity can file a grievance or 
appeal, for example, when an application for enrollment is denied. 


Given the complexity of today’s healthcare coverage environment, keeping track of 
information and coverage available to members and coordinating benefits accordingly is not 
easy. Data mining techniques can help to locate valid other coverage options available to 
members as well as certain information necessary for insurance companies and other entities. 


The communication business process receives requests for information.  Information 
includes: appointments and assistance from prospective and current member’s communications 
such as inquiries related to eligibility, redetermination, benefits, providers; health plans and 
programs, and provides requested assistance and appropriate responses and information packages 
as well as provider publications, and assistance from prospective and current providers’ 
communications such as inquiries related to eligibility of provider, covered services, 
reimbursement, enrollment requirements etc. Communications are researched, developed and 
produced for distribution via an outbound transaction process 


Inquires from applicants, prospective and current members, small businesses and health 
plans are handled by the communication management process by providing assistance and 
responses to individuals and entities, i.e., bi-directional communication. Also included are 
scheduled communications such as Member ID cards, redetermination notifications, or formal 
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program notifications such as the dispositions of grievances and appeals.  
 


7. Meeting Consumer Needs  
 OHCA has valuable experience in meeting consumer needs related to use of OE, 
including inquiries about Medicaid eligibility, enrollment, and operations, inquiries related to 
participation in IO by employers or individuals, and inquiries from health care providers.  
Oklahoma is fully ready to meet the following consumer needs, among others: 
1. The need for timely, accurate information about programs, eligibility, and plan benefits; 
2. The need for technical assistance in completing online business related to applying for or 


choosing a health plan and a primary care provider; 
3. The need for an individual to maintain access to his or her information and be able to make 


changes to it; 
4. The need for clarification and simplification of complex plans and benefits that allows 


individuals to make informed choices; and 
5. The need for flexible intake processes in order to facilitate coverage of emergency medical 


services. 
The public, online face of the Exchange will be designed with clarity and ease of access 


to crucial information in mind. Important notices will be prominently displayed, making 
consumers aware of how and why their information may be used, and by whom.  The 
navigational design of the site will point visitors to the information relevant to their needs, 
questions and concerns.  OHCA has already accomplished these goals in the design and 
implementation of OE.  The web portal of the Exchange will be one source of information for 
consumers and the public; they will also have access to a call center much like the one already 
serving members of SoonerCare and IO. The call center will be easy to reach through one 
central, well-publicized phone number, and will be structured into two tiers: the first will answer 
simpler inquiries and will transfer calls to the second tier for assistance with more complex 
questions and troubleshooting. The Exchange will also continue to leverage the assistance and 
support provided by community organizations and state agencies with local offices. These 
centralized resources will be able to help consumers at every stage of the process, from their 
initial contact with the Exchange to benefit renewals and claims processing. 


As is the case in OE, after creating a logon, individuals will be able to begin the 
application process, logout, and complete the process later.  As their circumstances change, 
people will be able to access their account to enter changes and submit verifications of their new 
information. These functionalities are already in place, and easily adaptable to the future 
Exchange environment. 


In addition to the presentation of information on the Exchange and the plans available 
through it online, in printed materials, and through the call center, the interactive design of the 
Exchange will assist consumers in navigating the health care options available to them; including 
consideration of the ways other variables like the premium tax credit affect affordability.  The 
rules engine used in OE can also be leveraged in the Exchange to gather an individual’s 
information the way a wizard does, compiling the person’s needs and preferences in order to 
reach the best plans for the individual, and providing comparison matrix that will allow 
consumers to further narrow down the choices.  
 While OHCA is currently serving 1 in 3 Oklahomans, the Exchange will significantly 
expand the population served, potentially to every state resident.  That expansion will require an 
increase in call center resources serving the Exchange, including staffing. In terms of the 
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infrastructure and design necessary to support successful consumer interaction with the 
Exchange, however, OHCA is in an advanced state of readiness. 
 
Program Requirements  
 Governance Oklahoma is in the process of developing the organizational and governance 
structure of the Exchange. The exact form will depend upon the Oklahoma Constitution, legal 
advice and the guidance of legislators who will sponsor any needed enabling legislation. The 
Secretary of Health with advice from the stakeholder group will present the governance 
recommendations for Oklahoma’s Exchange and develop the organizational structure, roles and 
responsibilities for all involved. The Oklahoma stakeholders must consider the specific 
institutional structures, regulatory policies and incentives that will impact and promote a 
successful and sustainable Exchange. There are many possible models to be explored. A few 
examples may include:  
Model 1 – Government-Led Model: Direct government provision of the Exchange and 
oversight of its use. Government (both federal and state) has significant interest in promoting an 
Exchange. In the case of Oklahoma we have a limited infrastructure for Exchange and state 
government may be the most influential source for promoting this venture.   
Model 2 – Public Trust Model: Oklahoma may wish to develop a “quasi-governmental” or 
institutional arrangement that provides oversight and regulatory authority over the project 
without the responsibility for provision of the Exchange, but state officials would be responsible 
for governance.  


Additionally, Oklahoma has taken strides forward building the leadership infrastructure 
necessary to oversee parallel technological projects.  In 2004, Oklahoma took an initial step to 
address HIE through its participation in the Health Information Security and Privacy 
Collaborative (HISPC) program. Through HISPC, a broad base of stakeholders from Oklahoma's 
health care community, including providers, payers, government agencies, professional trade 
organizations and private consumer advocates, collectively identified and studied how to 
eliminate barriers to HIE and promote secure exchange.  The initial collaborative program 
culminated with the enactment of the Oklahoma HIE Act, through which Oklahoma adopted a 
Standard Authorization Form for sharing protected health information. The form can support 
exchange of either paper or electronic medical records and serves as a valuable education 
resource for consumers concerning the scope of exchanges requiring authorization under federal 
and state privacy law. The initial HISPC collaborative workgroup continues to exist as a council 
pursuant to a 2008 executive order issued by Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry. In 2005, the 
Secure Medical Records Transfer Network became one of Oklahoma's first operational regional 
health information organizations.  Since that time, a number of other exchanges have emerged or 
become operational within the state, including Heartland HealthNet, Oklahoma Physicians 
Health Exchange, Greater Oklahoma City Hospital Council Exchange, and Greater Tulsa Health 
Access Network and Tulsa Community Service Council.  These exchanges have connected 
health care providers from both urban and rural areas, health systems and public partners for 
purposes of data exchange.  In 2009, the Oklahoma legislature demonstrated Oklahoma's 
commitment to HIE amongst government agencies by enacting legislation that created the Health 
Information Infrastructure Advisory Board.  The board is comprised of a number of state 
agencies involved in various aspects of public health.  The legislation directed the board to assist 
OHCA, in developing strategic approaches for adoption of electronic medical records 
technologies and HIE.  The legislation also directed OHCA to serve as the hub for exchange 
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amongst state agencies.  Finally, in 2008, Oklahoma received notice of its selection as one of 12 
communities to participate in the CMS Electronic Health Records Demonstration Project.  
Although CMS cancelled this project in 2009 to align funding opportunities with those passed 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), Oklahoma's selection 
reflected the state's record for advancing HIE through multi‐stakeholder involvement and 
readiness for adoption and exchange using Health Information Technology (HIT).  The funding 
opportunity under the State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement Program 


(SHIECAP), along with additional funding through Meaningful Use, Regional Extension Center, 
Beacon Community and broadband initiatives, will allow Oklahoma to expand its existing 
resources and leverage new and increasing resources in promoting future HIE activities.  The 
Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust (OHIET) will serve as the organizational 
structure and eventual state‐designated entity (SDE) through which Oklahoma will achieve its 
objectives of expanding existing resources and leveraging new resources to promote HIE under 
SHIECAP.  The OHIET is a state‐beneficiary public trust created under legislation expressly 
aimed at establishing an entity capable of serving not only as Oklahoma's permanent SDE during 
the SHIECAP grant period, but that could also continue into the future to advance HIE in the 
state. 


 


Importance of IT Standards 
 The importance of IT standards was explained in the section on IT standards in the 
Readiness Assessment.  As the Medicaid agency, OHCA understands the importance of using IT 
Standards.  Some examples of that understanding include, Medicaid Information Technology 
Architecture (MITA), the HIPAA Electronic Data Interchange transactions, and the HL7 
standards required for HIE.  Additionally, all recent Advanced Planning Documents (APD) 
submissions have adhered to MITA principles.  These standards allow for portability of data and 
systems between disparate entities which also gains reuse of business processes and software.  
Outputs of use of IT standards include common understanding of business processes, data and 
software yielding efficiencies. 
 
Extent to Which the Program May Be Applicable to and/or Replicable in Other States  
 During the project development lifecycle OHIEP will develop modular products that can 
be rearranged, replaced, combined or interchanged easily so that others can pick what works best 
for their state.  Oklahoma will develop an infrastructure to connect both individuals and families 
to private insurance and public options with the goal to promote flexibility and adaptability.  
Oklahoma will retool their OE program so that their rules engine can adapt to new eligibility 
standards such as modified adjusted gross income.  This rules engine logic can be applied to any 
state Medicaid program even though eligibility differences between states may be present.  The 
rules engine will allow for simple modifications to eligibility rules which other states may find 
useful when tailoring to their specific programs.  Likewise, non-Medicaid populations will also 
undergo eligibility screening to determine their coverage of best fit.  Non-Medicaid eligibility 
screening will also be handled by the adaptable rules engine.  Oklahoma will also standardize 
transactions with agencies such as SSA, Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and other State or 
Federal validation processes.  These standardizations will provide a template which other states 
may use for their own transactions.  Our current infrastructure, our adherence to federal IT 
standards and our progressive way of thinking makes Oklahoma the perfect place to develop 
exchange IT infrastructure that can be widely shared.  
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Plan for Compliance with IT Guidance Issued by HHS  
 Oklahoma’s plan for compliance with IT guidance issued by HHS will be implemented 
as an essential component to the OHIEP grant project.  The compliance plan will be used as a 
vehicle to provide clear guidance to all staff and entities on federal guidance as well as new 
regulation, as it is made available.  The compliance plan will ensure the OHIEP develops 
effective internal controls and program requirements leading to adherence to all applicable 
Federal and State guidance and law.  The OHIEP compliance plan will include: the purposeful 
activity of project staff to seek out the recently released IT guidance from HHS shortly after its 
release; acknowledgement and commitment by the project leaders to design and implement a 
product that complies with all HHS guidance; the creation of written 
standards/policies/procedures which follow the guidance; the distribution of written 
standards/policies/procedures to all involved with OHIEP (i.e. project staff, contractors, etc); the 
education and training of all project staff on IT guidance; the identification of key personnel at 
OHCA who are responsible for objectively assessing the compliance with guidance (i.e. audit 
staff); the use of periodic audits of the OHIEP system to monitor compliance; and the continuous 
feedback loop of identified problematic areas being improved and resolved. Oklahoma 
anticipates the IT guidance received from HHS will strengthen the OHIEP project to provide a 
dependable method of ensuring the project utilizes sound practices when implemented.      
  
Summary of Advanced Planning Document  


OHCA has received approval for four primary APDs over the past three years.  The first 
APD is entitled MMIS Consultant Services and requests enhanced federal funds for consultant 
services to assist OHCA staff with all phases of MMIS reprocurement.  This APD was followed 
by a subsequent APD Update which requested additional funds.  The second APD is entitled 
Fiscal Agent Contract Extension and requests enhanced federal funds for the HPES (formerly 
EDS) Fiscal Agent contract extension time period of January 1, 2011 through December 31, 
2011.  The third APD is a Planning APD entitled HIT and P-APD and requests resources needed 
to prepare a State Medicaid HIT Plan (SMHP) and to determine how to implement a Provider 
Incentive Program as required by ARRA.  The fourth APD is an Implementation APD seeking 
enhanced federal funds for the takeover, enhancement and operations of OHCA's MMIS.  A 
table containing the abovementioned information as well as CMS approval codes, dates of 
approval, and dollar amounts can be found within the attachments section. 


 
Technical Architecture 
Linkage Between Grants  


Oklahoma’s approach to systems architecture is to concurrently develop a roadmap for 
multiple federal- and state-level initiatives.  Shared services applicable to multiple projects will 
be designed and developed in the most rational arena. This statewide approach allows grant 
funds to be maximized by developing portions of subsystems one time and then reusing for more 
than one project. Shared services and data sharing agreements will span and link the projects 
together. Wherever possible, standardized transactions, code sets and data sets will be used in 
development of new projects.  Diagram 4 below shows the logical architectural model.  
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Diagram 4. Logical Architectural Model 
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The projects that relate to and are influenced by the health benefit exchange are as 
follows:  


1. Health benefit exchange;  
2. New populations defined by the Affordable Care Act;  
3. Provisions of the HITECH Act;  
4. Medicaid MMIS re-procurement; and  
5. Health information exchange cooperative agreement program.  
 


Diagram 5.  Multiple Related and Overlapping Initiatives 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Health Benefit Exchange 
The SoonerCare OE project will become the baseline foundation for the model insurance 


enrollment and eligibility intake functionality. This system went into production September 7, 
2010 for certain Medicaid populations. The OE system provides choices in methods and 
locations to apply, and standardizes processes and policy across the state.  The product engages 
partner agencies and community organizations as eligibility brokers. This partnership has 
provided OHCA with experience and opportunities to develop a product that is portable and 
flexible to interface with different agencies and systems.  Two of the agency partners supply an 
HTML file from their respective environments (intake systems) directly into the OE application 
and rules engine.  This capability maps common fields between the systems, and addresses 
double data entry which reduces time and mistakes. 


 OE provides a comprehensive application for multiple state sponsored medical 
programs.  The application requires the family to enter household demographics only one time, 
and applies that data to accurately qualify individuals within the household to the most robust 
product available.  OE SoonerCare qualification is performed completely automatically with a 
rules engine.   The applicant is informed of a decision, and if qualified enrolled in real-time.  The 
decision page can be printed and functions as a temporary ID card until the member receives a 
permanent card a few days later.  The member can seek services immediately. OE empowers and 
equips the applicants and members to manage their own information.  The product offers a 
“Manage My Account” function that allows the adults in the family to make changes at anytime 
to the household’s demographics. 


Beyond method and location, OHCA took the opportunity to implement date specific 
qualification/enrollment, and a process to review and renew at any point in the certification 
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period.  This feature expanded the renewal period from one month to any point of eligibility, 
thereby reducing the risk of a loss of benefits and addressing continuity of care.  OE verifies data 
with state and federal data exchanges.  Social Security Numbers are verified with the SSA, 
pregnancy with any of our state partners, income with the OESC, and citizenship with the 
OSDH, the Electronic Verification of Vital Events system, and Systematic Alien Verification for 
Entitlements. 


The product also includes an electronic tool for hospital emergency rooms to reserve an 
application date for a patient who is unable to complete an application due to a medical 
condition.  Another feature is a process to generate an ID for behavioral health patients who are 
in crisis.  This process assigns an ID to non-Medicaid applicants that can be utilized as a unique 
identifier when a full application is received. 


See Table 6 below for populations in production and the populations to be added. The 
additional populations represent the most frequently accessed public sector programs within the 
Health Cabinet in Oklahoma. The integration of these public sector populations will require 
interagency agreements with three state agencies: OHCA, ODMHSAS and the OSDH along with 
an interlocal agreement with the OHIET.  


 


Table 6. Online Enrollment Populations 
Agency Public Sector As Is To Be Funding 


ODMHSAS Access to services X  MMIS 
OHCA Children at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Pregnant at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Adults w/minor Children at/below 37% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Family Planning at/below 185% FPL X  MMIS 
OHCA Deemed Electronic Newborn Registration X  MMIS 
OHCA Insure Oklahoma (Premium Assistance)  X New APD 
OHCA Breast and Cervical Cancer  X New APD 
OSDH WIC eligibility  X New APD 
OHIEP ACA Medicaid Expansion (Adults to 100% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA State Option (100 to 200% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA Non-Medicaid (Exchange Tax Credits 200-400% FPL)  X Grant 
OHIEP ACA Non- Medicaid (Exchange 400% FPL and up)  X Grant 


 


Eligibility and enrollment requires robust identity management. Identity management 
uniquely determines a person so the same individual gets only one set of insurance services. HIE 
will also require similar software. The approach in this proposal moves the Electronic Master 
Patient index (eMPi) from the SHIECAP, to the Health Benefit Exchange Cooperative 
Agreement Project (HBXCAP), which seems to be a more rational approach.  Under the 
SHIECAP, the data would have been retrospective data with no opportunity to correct.  Moving 
the development to the HBXCAP allows prospective data normalization. Oklahoma will 
investigate if this can be a shared service or if it needs to be a data set used in the two 
environments. Doing thus will generate a more accurate and reliable end product for both the 
SHIECAP and HBXCAP projects.  OE uses a state of the art product to uniquely and accurately 
identify and assign ID numbers. 


OE aligns a member with a selected provider. The current OE system uses a flexible and 
robust search tool for selection of a Primary Care Provider (PCP).  This product was originally 
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developed for the IO program, enhanced for Electronic Newborn Registry, and further enhanced 
for the OE program.  This feature allows an applicant to search for a PCP by name, specialty, 
language, gender, and location (closest to home, city, county, or zip).  The SoonerCare provider 
data is a limitation to this approach using Medicaid as the baseline. The SHIECAP requires a 
provider directory that is universal, i.e., an all inclusive and statewide data set.  Developing a 
true insurance exchange will also need a universal provider directory. The approach in this 
proposal moves the Electronic Master Provider index (eMPx) from the SHIECAP to the 
HBXCAP, which again seems to be a more rational approach.  Oklahoma will investigate if this 
can be a shared service or if it needs to be a data set used in the two environments. It also allows 
the enrollment and eligibility functions to have access to a richer provider directory.  


OE will need a dashboard. The OE dashboard will report data to state officials, federal 
reporting, grant reporting and management - monitoring statistical data. Data collected will be 
limited to only those data elements required for qualification into either the public products or 
hand-off to the Health Benefit Exchange for qualification with commercial insurance products.  


Oklahoma will conduct a gap analysis of the X12N HIPAA 834 transaction code set 
against the data elements required for enrollment into the public products proposed. SoonerCare 
used contracted health plans from 1995 until 2004 for delivery of health care to Medicaid 
members. OHCA had ten (10) years of experience using the X12N 834 to send enrollment data 
to the health plans. This proposal will leverage that experience in the gap analysis. Any deficits 
will turn into a companion guide to the X12N 834 and serve federal officials as a 
recommendation for future enhancements to the X12N 834.  


The OE system takes in multiple state level data sets. These data sets are used for 
validation of qualification for Title XIX and Title XXI programs. OHCA experience indicates 
this is a feasible approach to gain real time eligibility determinations. As federal data sets 
become available, either incrementally or all at once, OE will use the federal information in the 
qualification process. This approach is low risk and can be done as data is made available to 
states.  


Citizens will have access to call center support. Our experience during the OE 
implementation indicates that the call center will have significant increases in call volumes. Call 
volumes jumped by over 30% and have remained at that level since September 7, 2010. Any 
state implementing either a Medicaid enrollment system or a benefit exchange needs to be 
adequately prepared to handle all types of citizen inquiry and a significantly increased volume of 
calls. OE currently utilizes a tiered level call center approach.  The first tier is a call center with 
primary assistance capabilities.  All members start at this level.  More complicated and lengthier 
calls are transferred to a tier II call center, which is staffed by customer service staff who have 
more knowledge relative to policy and operations. 


The IRS requires retailers, including supermarkets, grocery, discount stores, wholesale 
clubs, and mail-order merchants, to implement an Inventory Information Approval System in 
order for consumers with Flexible Spending Account and Health Reimbursement Arrangement 
cards to be able to make purchases of eligible healthcare products or prescriptions.  This IRS 
requirement means that credit cardholders must have cards compatible with the standards in 
order to be able to use their credit card. A SoonerCare member using their ID card often 
accomplishes portage into health care delivery organizations with their cards. Oklahoma 
Medicaid uses a plastic card having two magnetic stripes and the card might be non-compliant 
with current standards. As health delivery moves into new models of care delivery, the 
compatibility of the medical ID card with other standards need to converge. This proposal would 
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allow a re-issuance of all SoonerCare ID cards (~885,000 cards) and all future cards into a more 
compliant format.  This proposal would allow Oklahoma to contract with a bank for future 
functions involving tax credits, premium assistance, collections of fees and other banking 
transactions.  Oklahoma proposes using the Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI) 
proposal for health plan ID cards as a standard.  The ID cards currently being used by OHCA 
utilize 3 tracks and could be expanded to include this additional functionality and data. 


This proposal divides development into two phases. Phase I develops the enrollment and 
eligibility qualification rules engine. Phase II develops the rules engine for the interface into the 
commercial insurance carriers. Phase I will last twelve (12) months from grant award. Phase II 
will last ten to fourteen months. The requirements for Phase II will occur under the planning 
grant awarded to all states. That planning grant will develop requirements for Phase II. 
Concurrent to the Phase II planning will be the actual development efforts for Phase I. 
Conclusion of the planning grant dovetails nicely with Phase I ending. The two phase approach 
helps with resources that will roll from Phase I onto Phase II.  
 
Affordable Care Act  


A commercial rules engine, InRule, is a set or collection of Boolean logic that has all of 
the SoonerCare requirements. These rules take the web data elements and then flow the data 
through the determination. The COTS software would require another state to get a licensure for 
the COTS products; however, the collection of Boolean logic can easily be made available to any 
state free of charge. This approach can be a model that other states take as a solution in part or in 
whole. The Oklahoma package will be made available upon request. 


The OE qualification rules engine can be modified for new populations. Changes to FPL, 
categorical relationship, residency and many other items are adaptable and done by state 
personnel. Changes coming in the ACA, state legislation, or other waivers will be done easily in 
a rules engine environment.  Deployment time for new populations is reduced by 90% after a 
baseline is implemented into production.  


 
MMIS Reprocurement  
 OHCA awarded the next MMIS fiscal agent contract to HPES.  The design and 
development for the contract runs from now until December 2011. One of the key items in the 
contract award is a Personal Health Record (PHR).  The deliverable requested licensure for one 
million citizens (1,000,000).  


This proposal recommends that the same electronic master patient index be used for: 
enrollment qualification, PHR and the HIE.  This proposal further recommends that the PHR be 
expanded to cover anyone who comes through the enrollment qualification process.  The current 
licensure agreement should be re-negotiated to either a higher limit (population of Oklahoma 
~3.6M) or for a statewide licensure. 
Health Information Exchange  


The approach taken by the OHIET is to allow standard X12N standard transactions.  This 
approach will allow X12N 270-271 to coexist across the statewide HIE implementation. 
Development of a common eMPi and eMPx with OE would be mutually beneficial to both 
efforts and help contain cost.  


 
Resources and Capabilities 
Ability to Lead, Manage and Implement 
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Recognizing the need for specific expertise in the administration of Oklahoma’s 
Medicaid programs, and as a result of recommendations from broad-based citizens’ committees, 
the State Legislature established OHCA in 1993 through authorizing state legislation.  The 
OHCA authorizing law can be found in Oklahoma Statutes Title 63, Sec. 5004. OHCA leads the 
effort to oversee the supplementation of state dollars with available and appropriate federal 
dollars.  OHCA staff performs an array of critical functions necessary for program 
administration. These functions include member and provider relations and education; 
developing SoonerCare payment policies; managing programs to fight waste, fraud and abuse; 
etc. A board of directors meets monthly to direct and oversee the operations of OHCA. Board 
members are appointed by the governor, president pro tempore of the Oklahoma Senate and the 
speaker of the Oklahoma House of Representatives. OHCA also has numerous oversight boards, 
advisory committees, and task forces, which all ensure that decisions are made to best serve 
members’ needs while maintaining the fiscal integrity of the agency.   


OHCA is capable of operating a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding 
$4 billion dollars. In state fiscal year 2010, over 885,000 Oklahomans (1 in 4 Oklahomans) were 
served by Oklahoma Medicaid (namely SoonerCare) programs. OHCA is among the top 
Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA is seen as a 
leader among other state Medicaid agencies and is often asked to share best-practices in terms of 
policy, process, and systems with other states across the nation.  In 2010 OHCA set a new record 
for claims processing, processing over 1,000,000 claims and paying over $101,000,000 in one 
week.  In order for OHCA to successfully process such tremendous volume, well-designed and 
high-functioning information systems must already be in place to support the citizens of 
Oklahoma and the care they seek.  OHCA has created and maintained an agency culture of being 
proactive and innovative.  At every level of staff, value is placed in producing high quality work.    


OHCA has gained national recognition as a leader in the development of new, innovative 
programs and information systems to support such programs.  Most recently, two projects have 
been successfully implemented which required substantial modification and creation of 
information systems, business processes, and monitoring systems:  OE and IO. These two OHCA 
projects have had significant visibility and impact upon the Oklahoma Medicaid program.  


The first project, Online Enrollment (OE), is the state’s first electronic enrollment system 
for Oklahoma Medicaid members.  The OE project is seen largely as the ‘front-end’ eligibility 
piece necessary within a health benefit exchange system.  The OE project creates the capability 
to do OE and real-time eligibility determinations and provides the flexibility to support rapid 
rates of change that exist in the current environment. The OE project was made possible by a 
Transformation Grant from CMS.  OE enables potential members to apply for Oklahoma 
Medicaid via the internet.  The OE process creates a single-point-of-entry intake that determines 
whether the applicant is qualified for SoonerCare.  This process is highly-adaptable and removes 
many of the enrollment obstacles for thousands of Oklahomans.    


The second project, Insure Oklahoma (IO), is the state’s first premium assistance 
program.  The IO program was implemented under the federal Health Insurance Flexibility and 
Accountability waiver and is a unique product designed to provide affordable health coverage to 
adults and their families who are either uninsured or at risk of losing their coverage due to high 
premium costs.  Coverage can take one of two forms.  The first form of coverage is the ESI 
where the member works for an Oklahoma small business, has access to qualified group 
insurance products, and meets income eligibility limits.  The second form of coverage is the IP 
where the member is either unemployed, or working for a small business which does not offer a 
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qualified group insurance product.  Individuals in the IO IP program purchase limited coverage 
directly from the OHCA for a reduced premium.  


The IO program is seen largely as a first step towards the establishment of an exchange-
type system. Changes will be required to the OE project to expedite enrollment of IO members. 
These changes will include automation of the employer enrollment and invoice payment 
processes, automation of the social security verification process, and implementation of an online 
credit card payment module for premium payments. OHCA’s preparations for implementing 
these changes to the OE system for IO place it in a unique position to be ready to expand the OE 
system for the proposed Exchange expansion. 


OHCA’s reputation of successfully implementing and managing new programs has been 
validated by several independent, external reports.  Surveys and reports conducted by the 
University of Oklahoma for the IO program have indicated very high satisfaction levels by 
members, for both services received as well as systems used to enroll and gain information. IO 
reports can be found at http://www.insureoklahoma.org/WorkArea/showcontent.aspx?id=4424.  
OHCA also publishes a comprehensive quality report, Minding Our P’s & Q’s – Performance 
and Quality. This report includes information on recent updates and new quality initiatives such 
as the electronic newborn-1 enrollment system, interagency data matching, and the patient-
centered medical home, which are prime examples of successfully implemented information 
systems projects. In addition, OHCA produces an annual Service Efforts and Accomplishments 
(SEA) report which includes outcomes data related to OHCA’s six overarching goals.  OHCA 
annually monitors where it is and where it is heading in the coming years.  This SEA report 
essentially provides the agency with a snapshot of strengths and weaknesses that can be 
addressed both systematically and programmatically. Each of the above reports can be found at 
http://www.okhca.org/research.aspx?id=84&parts=7447.   


 
Authority to Oversee Effort and Ensure Collaboration / Engaging Stakeholders 


OHCA employs a strong, multi-faceted organizational approach as exemplified in the 
organizational chart found within the attachments.  OHCA is led by an appointed board of 
directors, and an executive staff comprised of a chief executive officer, state Medicaid director, 
deputy state Medicaid director, two deputy chief executive officers, general counsel, chief 
medical officer, chief information officer, chief of staff and chief financial officer.  The agency’s 
management structure is divided by areas of expertise and include directors in the areas of 
behavioral health, pharmacy, long-term care, premium assistance, member and provider services, 
care management and authorization, quality assurance, administration, finance, information 
services, legal, communications and reporting, and policy, planning and integrity divisions. The 
agency, in all areas of expertise, provides input into the strategic plan of the agency. OHCA, its 
health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders meet annually to discuss the 
agency’s upcoming enhancements, goals and challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 
strategic plan for that specific year. Leading up to the annual strategic planning event, OHCA 
staff conducts numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.  
These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with stakeholders, gaining 
their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving the 
citizens of our state.  


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and 
small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc all for the 
purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation. The planning and 
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development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and 
outside the agency to design and oversee implementation of high priority projects. This effort 
requires substantial buy-in and involvement of various other agencies. In Oklahoma the key state 
health agencies playing a key role in the health care system include but are not limited to the 
OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OSDH, and Oklahoma medical schools including the University of 
Oklahoma (OU) and Oklahoma State University (OSU).  Many other for-profit and non-profit 
health centers are partnering with the OHCA’s efforts some of which include the OKPCA, 
Tribal/Indian Health Centers, Indian Health Services, OHA, Oklahoma Chapters of the American 
Medical Association, OID and numerous private health carriers for the IO program.  Engagement 
of partner agencies occurs at many levels through the executive staff, management, and solicited 
involvement for specific projects where efforts can be streamlined and maximized.  It is 
anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial 
meeting to discuss the opportunity, then following the processes already set forth by OHCA, 
convening a large working group, smaller sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, 
and ad hoc discussions.  All workgroups agree to meet monthly, and more frequently if needed.  
OHCA’s planning and development unit staff of project managers will develop agenda’s for each 
meeting (with input from key personnel) and update task lists / action plans accordingly.  A 
website for distribution of meeting information (i.e. agendas, minutes, action plans, outstanding 
questions, etc) will be created to ensure transparency in the design and development process.   


   
Qualification of Staff and Contractors 


The key program personnel for this grant project will include OHCA staff.  Descriptions 
of their qualifications, training/education and years of experience are detailed in an attachment to 
the grant application.  Other project staff will be hired after the grant is awarded.  The project 
staff will work under the direction of the OHCA key program personnel, in accordance with their 
area of expertise.  Descriptions of duties and qualifications for the proposed staff members are as 
follows: 


The Exchange Project Manager will work with the diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent 
associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies and advocacy groups) 
necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure. This position will have the 
responsibility of coordinating with other stakeholders to provide services and support to the 
project. The Exchange Project Manager will be required to have a Bachelors degree and a 
minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The qualifications for this position include: 
Coordinating large complex projects; creating consensus among stakeholders; communicating 
effectively; knowledge of analytical, statistical and evaluative methods; and knowledge of theory 
and methods of statistical research; 


The Operations Project Manager will oversee the assessment, policy development, 
program planning, and research and evaluation activities of the infrastructure project.  This 
position will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; 
introduce economic analysis as a routine component of assessment; and build capacity for 
program evaluation.  The Operations Project Manager will be required to have a Bachelors 
degree and a minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The qualifications for this 
position include: interpreting regulations and applying them; effective oral and written 
communication; ability to organize one’s work; interpreting the impact and implementation of 
decisions; and advanced level skills in management and public health concepts. 


The Technical Project Manager will oversee the development and implementation of the 
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IT systems architecture, network and databases necessary for the Exchange.  This position is 
responsible for ensuring that recommended standards and frameworks are adhered to including 
the use of iterative and incremental development methodologies. The Technical Project 
Manager is also responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted 
for various technical sections of the project. The Technical Project Manager will be required to 
have a Bachelors degree and a minimum of five years experience in a related field.  The 
qualifications for this position include: Advanced level skills in project management; planning 
and staff coordination; knowledge of network architecture and design; identity management 
processes; MMIS systems; methods of interfacing multiple state level data sets; and InRule. 


Five Senior Systems Analysts will be responsible for oversight of the development and 
implementation of the business processes necessary for the infrastructure. They will also 
oversee and participate in the gathering, development and analysis of data required to ensure 
successful results, providing research and project design support. The Senior Systems Analysts 
will be required to have a Bachelors degree and five years experience in a related field with 
qualifications in network architecture and design; knowledge of standard X12N transaction 
codes; experience interfacing multiple state level data sets; proficiency using InRule to create 
rules engines; knowledge of identity management processes; and knowledge of and experience 
in MMIS systems. 


The Financial Analyst will perform the technical work involving review and analysis 
related to the operations and administration of the grant. This position plans and organizes the 
financial function for operation of the Exchange and works with grant staff to ensure 
appropriate classification, payment, problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures. 
The Financial Analyst performs research and presents financial information as requested and 
assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to financial program and 
project evaluation. The Financial Analyst will be required to have a Bachelors degree and three 
years experience in budgeting, accounting, auditing, or finance with qualifications to apply 
analytical methodologies, cost allocation and interpret financial and technical reports. 


The final position identified for the project is an Administrative Assistant, who will act as 
office manager.  This position will be responsible for setting up meetings, copying, faxing and 
other necessary administrative duties. Other duties include preparing the analytical and statistical 
reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, transcribing and utilizing the 
appropriate software to effectively communicate documentation to the necessary parties. The 
Administrative Assistant will be required to have a Bachelors degree with one year of 
experience.  Qualifications for this position include: Effective oral and written communication; 
interpersonal skills; ability to read/analyze/interpret reports; ability to prioritize tasks.  The full 
description of qualifications and skills required for each position can be found in the full job 
description of each position within the attachments. 


At this time the known contractor for this grant project will be HPES, OHCA’s current 
fiscal agent for all Medicaid programs.  HPES has a confirmed breadth and depth of experience 
and knowledge in the health care industry, and is a vendor with the demonstrated ability to bring 
innovative solutions paired with leading-edge technology. The strong relationship between 
OHCA and HPES and the shared history of success with the Oklahoma Medicaid program 
presents an opportunity to build on HPES’s industry-shaping accomplishments. HPES has nearly 
34 years of fiscal agent experience, signing its first contract in this capacity in October 1976 for 
the State of Texas. Since then, HPES has served as MMIS provider for 32 states, fiscal agent for 
24 states, and has successfully performed13 MMIS takeovers. In its national role as the number 
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one Medicaid fiscal agent, HPES is responsible for claims processing for 46 percent of the 
nation’s Medicaid population. As evidence of HPES’s dedication to quality and service 
excellence, 88 percent of customers when surveyed rated HPES as “excellent” or “good.” Since 
2002, HPES has implemented the interchange system in 11 states, including five in 2008. These 
states include Oklahoma, Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Wisconsin, and are under way with MMIS 
implementations in Georgia and Ohio. As a business and technology partner to 21 state Medicaid 
programs and a fiscal agent to 17 of them, HPES has tremendous depth of understanding of the 
MMIS business and what it takes to support and administer these services.  


Other contractors for this grant will be determined as the project progresses and their 
specific scope of work is defined. The federal Office of Consumer Information and Insurance 
Oversight will be consulted for comment on the proposed scope of work for the contractor 
charged with developing an exchange in Oklahoma. In addition, the OHIET will be given the 
opportunity to review any scope of work and subsequent RFPs that are created for this grant 
project.  This review will take place prior to the RFPs being released for formal response and 
will ensure the grant project development is coordinated with existing technological efforts 
underway in Oklahoma. The OHIET is a state‐beneficiary public trust created under Oklahoma 
Senate Bill 1373, expressly serving as Oklahoma's permanent SDE through which Oklahoma 
will achieve its objectives of expanding existing resources and leveraging new resources to 
promote HIE, not only during the current SHIECAP grant period, but well into the future. 


 
Capabilities of Partners to Engage in the Program 


OHCA, its health partners, advocacy groups, legislators, and other stakeholders meet 
annually to discuss the agency’s upcoming enhancements, goals and challenges.  This effort 
requires substantial buy-in and involvement of various other agencies. OHCA continues to 
commit substantial time and energy in the relationships with its stakeholders.  Engagement of 
stakeholders occurs at many levels through the executive staff, management, and solicited 
involvement for specific projects where efforts can be streamlined and maximized.  The 
previously mentioned partner entities have demonstrated, through previous experience, a 
dedication to partnership with the OHCA and project of significant importance to Oklahoma’s 
health care system.  Ways in which stakeholders have engaged with OHCA include writing 
letters of support; attendance, representation and participation at workgroup meetings; 
contribution of opinions/ideas/solutions for high priority projects; identification of key personnel 
to act as point person of representation from each entity; commitment of in-kind effort such as 
policy writers, information systems technicians, temporary operational staff, and staff training 
time; and expertise of key staff. The same level of commitment and capabilities are anticipated to 
be utilized for this project.  


 
Cooperative Agreements with Other Entities 


OHCA has both formal and informal agreements in place with various other entities. 
Formal agreements include the OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OID and the OESC.  These formal 
agreements allow OHCA to share information as well as personnel and certain processing 
functions. 


Informal agreements exist between OHCA and private entities such as insurance carriers, 
independent insurance brokers/agents, business groups such as state and local chambers of 
commerce, as well as trade organizations. The informal agreements facilitate planning and 
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development of new programs as well as providing an efficient method of transmitting 
information concerning completed/operational programs.  


As a result of the planning and development processes already in place, the agency is 
poised to “hit the ground running” once cooperative agreements and contracts are in place for 
this grant effort. OHCA’s experienced staff of project managers, as well as tracking/monitoring 
systems already in place to provide indication of progress, will benefit the project.  OHCA will 
use the experience gained through the development of large-scale projects such as IO and OE 
and apply lessons learned to this grant project.   


 
Ability to Act Quickly and Focus on Cost-Effectiveness 
 This grant project, like any other business transaction, will benefit from the market-
driven competition among contractors to vie for best price. Oklahoma currently operates within 
an environment of limited state resources which has resulted in the agency having to maximize 
productivity while minimizing financial expense. This grant project will utilize three contractors 
primarily for the development of the exchange. Competitive bidding processes from a formal 
RFPs release will return the most qualified and economical contractor for the job.  Key staff 
members will be salaried at the state-agency rate, based upon their skill set, qualifications, 
experience, and level of functions to be performed on the job. 


There are key components of this proposal that offer value to citizens. Citizens will use 
the OE system if, and only if, there is tangible value given. Small businesses have a high 
satisfaction with the IO product line. This proposal will add the IO/IP.  This is a public product 
option that is aimed at individual proprietor businesses meeting qualifications.  


The PHR will be integrated into the web hosting OE.  This will yield a single logon for 
citizen access into both systems. Future enhancements would add even greater value. The 
personal health record will interface into the statewide HIE when available. This would generate 
additional value as the system can then tap into a greater set of data that citizens would access. 
The issuance of a WEDI standard ID card would help facilitate health care access at any entry 
point into health care delivery.  


The transition in conducting eligibility and enrollment for the Exchange conducted 
whether in-house or by contractor, will require changes in current operations by OHCA. OHCA 
has plans to operate a call center and web portal. All phone calls and printed materials regarding 
eligibility will direct members/applicants to a central number.  
 
Evaluation Plan  


The Early Innovator’s performance plan will be a critical component of the successful 
completion of this project.  The magnitude of the desired outcome and the coordination of the 
many “moving parts” necessary to carry out the planning, development and implementation of 
this multidimensional system will require consistent tracking and monitoring of performance.  
Communication of objectives and project progress to stakeholders means careful attention must 
be paid to the development of relevant measures and timely reporting. 


The plan for building the infrastructure to support Oklahoma’s Health Insurance 
Exchange allows for multiple points of program and project evaluation. Basic beginning 
measures will be developed as teams are assembled, tasks assigned, decisions made and 
resources identified.   


The evaluation plan has a twofold purpose.  One is to track and manage the project 
process to ensure milestones, cost objectives and grant requirements are being met. The other 
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will be designed to address the outcomes desired for the system itself. For each objective and 
measure, an owner will be assigned to ensure responsibility for tracking and monitoring 
performance is clearly identified.  Each measure will be assigned a reporting period to ensure 
that information is available for timely monitoring.  With these goals in mind, the following 
objectives and performance measures will be set and monitored for a variety of purposes: 


1. Report progress to federal government and interested states. 
2. Inform project managers and staff of progress. 
3. Quickly and easily identify deficiencies for immediate problems solving, such as 


redistributing resources, notifying affected project task owners and communicating with 
appropriate stakeholders. 


4. Inform Oklahoma administration and stakeholders of project progress and program 
performance. 
Cost is always a major concern of a project of this magnitude.  Setting strategic cost 


objectives and monitoring the related measures will be one of the main functions of the project 
management. This information will be tracked and reported separately to evaluate overall cost.  
Cost information will also be tracked and reported by project structure for ease of evaluating cost 
compared to benefit.  In addition to assisting in managing our own project, evaluation of project 
costs will also provide educational assistance to states that may utilize our results in their policy 
and infrastructure decisions. 


Stakeholder involvement is a valuable resource to OHCA, and the health care community 
has many active members interested in developing a strong health IT infrastructure to support a 
healthy Oklahoma.  Consumers, private sector entities and health care providers will all be 
included in the process of identifying what information exchange should look like.  This process 
will result in specific qualitative elements that will be incorporated into the design and become 
part of the performance measurement process. 


Eventually, consumer (citizens, providers, small businesses and other private sector 
entities, and government entities) satisfaction measurement strategies will be designed to gauge 
the value of the system.  This will become part of the infrastructure itself to ensure continuous 
quality assessment and improvement. 


Tracking and reporting on such a large project with diverse requirements and 
stakeholders will necessitate placing a priority on the monitoring of performance data.  Due to 
the complexity, the plan will be developed and monitored internally and the collection of data 
and statistical analysis will be performed by the OUHSC and the OSU-CHS Center for Rural 
Health in an effort to eliminate any bias in the process and help guarantee the accuracy of results.  
Both OUHSC and OSU-CHS have previously successfully performed similar support and 
analytical services for Oklahoma’s state agencies and health care providers. 
Project Evaluation 


In conjunction with the milestones reported in the timeline, OHCA will identify specific 
objectives with corresponding performance measures for each phase of the project.  The project 
as defined by the grantor sets specific reporting requirements and timelines which will be 
incorporated into the project performance plan.  These include project timeliness based on the 
SDLC reviews, cost tracking compared to budget expectations, and measures based on objectives 
and deliverables assigned to each phase.  OHCA’s work plan will also be utilized as a 
performance tracking instrument. 


The SDLC methodology lends itself well to measurement and tracking.  The framework 
is divided into clearly defined phases with specific deliverables which will drive completion 
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targets and output expectations.  Objectives will be set for the project process to ensure progress 
is monitored and reported in a timeframe that allows for adjustment, appropriate reporting and 
problem solving when issues arise. 


In addition to performance measures based on the SDLC framework, teams tasked with 
specific parts of the project will add performance measures reflecting design decisions.  This will 
ensure that accountability and reporting levels for each phase have specific measures based on 
objectives, individuals own those measures for monitoring and reporting, and project 
management staff is constantly informed of progress. 
Program Evaluation 


The expectation of modular products lends itself well to performance evaluation, creating 
natural outcome-based performance points.  For each of the four core exchange modules 
(Eligibility, Enrollment, Premium Tax Credits Administration and Cost Sharing Assistance 
Administration), objectives relating to functionalities specified by the project plan will be set. 
Many system interoperability and security standards have been clearly expressed in the Section 
1561 and will be used to develop broad measures for the core modules.  These measures can be 
shared across states and allow comparability across the nation and provide for national 
performance results. In addition, state-specific objectives identified for the project will also be 
shared with all interested states or other stakeholders who express an interest.  It is anticipated 
that basic measures will be set and additional measures added as functionality is fully defined, 
system integration goals identified, and stakeholder input is provided.   
 







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Salaries and 
Wages 


$624,000 $624,000 N/A FTE 
POSITION 


Qty 
Annual 
Salary 


OCIIO Funds 


Exchange Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Operations Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Technical Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Senior Systems Analyst 5 $325,000 $325,000 
Financial Analyst  1 $40,000 $40,000 
Administrative Support 1 $40,000 $40,000 


Grant Year One 10 $624,000 $624,000 
 
Exchange Project Manager:  The EPM will build collaborative working relationships with diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies 
and advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure that meets the 
requirements of the grant and the needs of Oklahoma. The EPM will develop an infrastructure to 
oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders and provide services and support to the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange project.  Coordinates with the OPM and TPM to ensure stakeholder input is 
communicated and included in planning, development and implementation of the project. 
 
Operations Project Manager: Provides oversight and guidance in the planning and development of the 
infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. Oversees the assessment, 
policy development, program planning, research, and evaluation activities of the infrastructure project.  
The OPM will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; introduce 
economic analysis as a routine component of assessment, evaluation and policy development activities; 
and build capacity for program evaluation.   
 
Technical Project Manager: Oversees the development and implementation of the IT systems 
architecture, network and databases necessary for the infrastructure. Responsible for ensuring that the 
Office of the National Coordinator’s (ONC) recommended standards and Systems Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are adhered to including the use of iterative and incremental development 
methodologies. Responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for 
various technical sections of the project. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and 
analysis of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all 
phases of development and implementation; ensuring the interoperability and standardization necessary 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


for systems use by other states; providing research and project design support and training to other States 
and agency partners. 
 
Senior Systems Analyst: Oversees the development and implementation of the business processes 
necessary for the infrastructure. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and analysis of 
data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all phases of 
development and implementation; providing research and project design support and training to other 
States and agency partners. 
 
Financial Analyst: Performs technical work involving review and analysis related to the operations and 
administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure appropriate classification, payment, 
problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures.  Performs research and presents financial 
information as requested.  Assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to 
financial program and project evaluation. 
 
Administrative Support. Acts as office manager for the project. Responsibilities include setting up 
meetings, copying, faxing and other necessary administrative duties. This position prepares the analytical 
and statistical reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, both internal and 
external, transcribes and utilizes the appropriate software to effectively communicate documentation to 
the necessary parties. The Administrative Assistant is responsible for other documentation needed by the 
Exchange. Responsible for researching and analyzing inquires from internal and external factions and 
delivering timely responses. 
 


Fringe 
Benefits 


$281,424 $281,424 N/A 
CATEGORY 


FTE Total 
Salary 


Rate 
Annual Fringe 


Benefits 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Retirement 16.5% $102,960 $102,960 
FICA 7.7% $48,048 $48,048 
Insurance 19.9% $124,176 $124,176 
Workers Comp 0.7% $4,368 $4,368 
Unemployment 


$624,000 


0.3% $1,872 $1,872 
Grant Year One  45.1% $281,424 $281,424 


 
The fringe benefits rate is applied to salaried Oklahoma employees only.  Total salaries for Grant Year 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


One is $624,000 * 45.1% = $281,424 in Fringe Benefits. 
 


Consultant $1,248,000 $1,248,000 N/A Annual Number 
of Hours 


Rate 
Consultant’s 


Dedicated FTE 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO Funds 


2,080 $300 2 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 
 
The rate for the consultant will be all inclusive and be comprised of all materials, travel, equipment, and 
other costs associated with the fulfillment of the contract. 
 
Name of Consultant:  To be determined 
Organizational Affiliation:  N/A 
Nature of Services to Be Rendered:  Provide expertise and objective development of solutions and 


alternative options for the OHIEP. Provide guidance and develop the RFPs necessary to the project; 
research and provide information to facilitate the planning and technical design of the project 
including conducting JAD (Joint Application Design) sessions; and develop standards 
documentation. The consultant will be responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report 
compiling, monitoring, etc. 


Relevance of Service to the Project:  Provides technical expertise, experience, objectivity and 
independence to the process. 


The Number of Hours of consultation: 2,080 
The Expected Rate of Compensation:  $300 


 
Equipment $48,125 $48,125 N/A 


Equipment 
Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Copier 1 $275.00 $2,475 $2,475 
Fax Server 1 $125.00 $1,125 $1,125 
Fileserver 1 $250.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Laptop 5 $100.00 $4,500 $4,500 
Printer – b/w 2 $100.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Printer – Color 1 $200.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Smart board 1 $200 $1,800 $1,800 
Telephone –Cell 5 $120.00 $5,400 $5,400 
Telephone- Equipment 5 $50.00 $2,250 $2,250 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Workstation – hardware 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Workstation – Software 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Network Router 1 $150.00 $1,350 $1,350 
Video reproductions 1,250 $7.50 $9,375 $9,375 
Projectors 1 $1,000 $5,000 $5,000 


Grant Year Two   $48,125 $48,125 
 
Equipment includes office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project.  The costs have been 
prorated for the first year.  Workstation Software is a yearly subscription fee for the Microsoft Office 
Suite.  Copier, Printer and Fax Server are leased yearly at the monthly rate shown. All supplies (toner, 
ink cartridges, etc) are included in the lease.  Projects are overhead projectors and displays to be used at 
conferences, outreach events and meeting rooms. 
 


Supplies $15,390 $15,390 N/A 
Supplies 


Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Educational pamphlets 2,000 ea. $2.75 $5,500 $5,500 
General office supplies 5 FTE $750.00 $3,750 $3,750 
Mailing envelopes 2,000 ea. $0.19 $380 $380 
Post office box 12 months $75.00 $900 $900 
Postage 2,000 ea. $0.43 $860 $860 
Video artist fees 20 hours $200.00 $4,000 $4,000 


Grant Year One   $15,390 $15,390 
 
Supplies include general office supplies and office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project. 
The costs have been prorated for the first year. The video artist will assist with creation of training and 
outreach video materials. 
 


Travel $31,275 $31,275 N/A 
OK TRAVEL FTE 


# 
Trip 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Mileage Reimbursement 20 20 $0.50 $1,800 $1,800 
Overnight 2 3 $82.00 $500 $500 
Per diem 2 3 $66.00 $400 $400 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Annual In-State     $2,700 $2,700 
Annual Out-of-State *    $25,875 $25,875 


Grant Year One    $31,275 $31,275 
 
Oklahoma Travel includes local travel for outreach to various stakeholder groups across the state. 
Oklahoma is a large land mass state and the average round trip is 180 miles. A total of twenty (20) one 
(1) person trips are budgeted with two of the trips being overnight stays. 
 
*Out-of-State Travel    
  Local Transportation                 $25 
  Registration                              $200 
  Airfare  (Coach)                       $900 
  Hotel (2 nights @ $211)          $422 
  Per diem (2.5 days @ $71)      $178  
  Total Per Trip                        $1,725 x 3 people = $5,175 
 
Five Trips Annually               $5,175 x 5 trips = $25,875  
 
Out-of-state travel is budgeted for a total of three (3) FTE to make five (5) trips to Washington DC each 
including a two night stay to account for flight time requirements. Registration is calculated at three (3) 
FTE registering for five (5) at $200 per FTE per conference.   
 


Contractual $19,406,856 $19,406,856 N/A 
CONTRACTUAL 
OBLIGATIONS * 


Annual 
Contract 
Amount 


OCIIO 
Funds 


Exchange Fiscal Agent $6,535,000 $6,535,000 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent $12,871,856 $12,871,856 


Grant Year One $19,406,856 $19,406,856 
 
Exchange Fiscal Agent  
     Name of Contractor:     To be decided 
     Method of Selection:     RFP / Bid Process 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


     Scope of Work:  Contract with a fiscal agent to assist with the analysis, design and 
development of a web portal and rules sets for private insurance carriers for the exchange, 
create a qualified plan repository, interface with the HL7 gateway planned by the 
SoonerCare Health Information Technology project, interface with the SoonerCare EDI 
gateway, required federal and state interfaces and provide administration for the (1) 
qualified health plans, (2) tax credits, and (3) cost-sharing.   


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To obtain the capacity and technical knowledge to create the infrastructure for 


the exchange. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Exchange Fiscal Agent Hours Rate Cost 
Impact to 
Current 


Funding Sources 
Exchange Hardware, Software, Rules 


Development and Workflow 
1 ea.  $6,000,000 No Prior Funding 


Plan Interface Development 350 hrs. $100 $35,000 No Prior Funding 
Required Data Feeds (Exchange): State 


and Federal 
2,000 
hrs. 


$100 $200,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Exchange): Cost 
Sharing 


3,000 
hrs. 


$100 $300,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year One   $6,535,000  
 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent 
     Name of Contractor:     HP Enterprise Systems 
     Method of Selection:     Fiscal Agent responsible for the existing online enrollment product. 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with HP Enterprise Systems, OHCA fiscal agent to modify and 


enhance the current online enrollment system and develop an integrated intake system for 
WIC (Women, Infants and Children program) and the private insurance carriers 
participating in the Exchange.  Review current rule set structure and mitigate any 
variations from standard. Document standard rule sets and business functions using 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


recommended standards. Enhance existing EDI gateway transactions for the exchange of 
insurance information with private carriers and public programs.  Coordinate 
implementation with the HBX of an HL7 gateway with the SoonerCare Health 
Information Technology project.  Create WIC Visa interchange for purchase of WIC 
products at approved retailers. 


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To utilize the current Fiscal Agent who developed the initial iteration of the 


Online Enrollment product to design and implement the enhancement. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Enrollment Fiscal Agent Unit Rate Cost 
Impact to Current 
Funding Sources 


Enhancements to EDI Gateway 
to Exchange Roster & Eligibility 
Data 


1 ea.  $75,000 No Prior Funding 


HL7 Gateway Design, 
Development & Implementation 


1 ea.  $100,000 No Prior Funding 


eMPI Electronic Master Patient 
Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


eMPx  Electronic Master 
Provider Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


InRule rules engine License & 
Hardware per month 


12 mo. $7,588 $91,056 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 
Online Enrollment Application, 
Workflow and Rules 
Modifications: IO & BCC 
Programs 


3,425 hrs. $100 $342,500 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 


Online Enrollment Application, 
Workflow & Rules 
Modifications: ACA 


1,500 hrs. $100 150,000 No Prior Funding 


3 FTE – Resolution Analyst 36 mo. $5,600 $201,600 Remove from SHIECAP 


1 FTE – Rules Analyst 12 mo. $5,886 $70,632 Remove from SHIECAP 


Existing Rules & Business 320 hrs. $100 $32,000 No Prior Funding 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year One 


8 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO
Funds 


Justification 


Processes document to standard 


ID Cards - Use WEDI standard 
& encode e-MPI number on card 


1,200,000 
cards 


$1.50 $1,800,000 No Prior Funding 


MMIS ACA & State Option 
Medicaid Expansion 


450 hrs. $100 $45,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Medicaid): 
State & Federal 


800 hrs. $100 $80,000 No Prior Funding 


PHR and Hardware for Public & 
Private Consumers 


1,000,000 $2.4 $2,400,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


ADP Reprocurement 


Dashboard Software & Hardware 1 ea.  $350,000 
Remove from MMIS FA  


ADP Reprocurement 
Call Center Expansion:     


     Customer Service Reps 288 $5,886 $1,695,168 No Prior Funding 


     Call Center Charges 9 mo $60,100 $540,900 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


     Lan/Telecom 9 mo $160,000 $1,440,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


Postage 12 mo $184,000 $2,208,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 
HPES Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow & Rules 
modifications for Non-Medicaid 
Consumers 


1,000 hrs $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 


Enrollment Intake  Portal, 
Workflow & Rule Engine 
Modifications for WIC 


1,000 hrs $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 


Interface to OSDH System 500 hrs $100 $50,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year One   
$12,871,85


6 
 


      
Total Grant 
Year One 


$21,655,070 $21,655,070 N/A  







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


 
Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Salaries and 
Wages 


$624,000 $624,000 N/A FTE 
POSITION 


Qty 
Annual 
Salary 


OCIIO Funds 


Exchange Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Operations Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Technical Project Manager 1 $73,000 $73,000 
Senior Systems Analyst 5 $325,000 $325,000 
Financial Analyst 1 $40,000 $40,000 
Administrative Support 1 $40,000 $40,000 


Grant Year Two 6 $624,000 $624,000 
 
Exchange Project Manager:  The EPM will build collaborative working relationships with diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state and federal agencies, local agencies 
and advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an exchange infrastructure that meets the 
requirements of the grant and the needs of Oklahoma. The EPM will develop an infrastructure to 
oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders and provide services and support to the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange project.  Coordinates with the OPM and TPM to ensure stakeholder input is 
communicated and included in planning, development and implementation of the project. 
 
Operations Project Manager: Provides oversight and guidance in the planning and development of the 
infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. Oversees the 
assessment, policy development, program planning, and research and evaluation activities of the 
infrastructure project.  The OPM will develop, strengthen and coordinate a strategic approach to policy 
development; introduce economic analysis as a routine component of assessment, evaluation and 
policy development activities; and build capacity for program evaluation.   
 
Technical Project Manager Oversees the development and implementation of the IT systems 
architecture, network and databases necessary for the infrastructure. Responsible for ensuring that the 
Office of the National Coordinator’s (ONC) recommended standards and Systems Development Life 
Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are adhered to including the use of iterative and incremental development 
methodologies. Responsible for the coordination and monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for 
various technical sections of the project. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and 
analysis of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


phases of development and implementation; ensuring the interoperability and standardization 
necessary for systems use by other states; providing research and project design support and training 
to other States and agency partners. 
 
Senior Systems Analyst: Oversees the development and implementation of the business processes 
necessary for the infrastructure. Oversees and participates in the gathering, development and analysis 
of data required to ensure successful results; for recognizing and resolving problems at all phases of 
development and implementation; providing research and project design support and training to other 
States and agency partners. 
 
Financial Analyst: Performs technical work involving review and analysis related to the operations 
and administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure appropriate classification, payment, 
problem resolution, tracking and reporting of expenditures.  Performs research and presents financial 
information as requested.  Assists in the tracking and reporting of performance information related to 
financial program and project evaluation. 
 
Administrative Support. Acts as office manager for the project. Responsibilities include setting up 
meetings, copying, faxing and other necessary administrative duties. This position prepares the 
analytical and statistical reports and documentation necessary for conferences and meetings, both 
internal and external, transcribes and utilizes the appropriate software to effectively communicate 
documentation to the necessary parties. The Administrative Assistant is responsible for other 
documentation needed by the Exchange. Responsible for researching and analyzing inquires from 
internal and external factions and delivering timely responses. 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Fringe 
Benefits 


 
 


$281,424 $281,424 N/A 
CATEGORY 


FTE Total 
Salary 


Rate 
Annual Fringe 


Benefits 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Retirement 16.5% $102,960 $102,960 
FICA 7.7% $48,048 $48,048 
Insurance 19.9% $124,176 $124,176 
Workers Comp 0.7% $4,368 $4,368 
Unemployment 


$624,000 


0.3% $1,872 $1,872 
Grant Year Two  45.1% $281,424 $281,424 


 
The fringe benefits rate is applied to salaried Oklahoma employees only.  Total salaries for Grant Year 
One is $624,000 * 45.1% = $281,424 in Fringe Benefits. 
 


Consultant $1,248,000 $1,248,000 N/A Annual Number 
of Hours Rate 


Consultant’s 
Dedicated FTE 


Annual 
Expenses OCIIO Funds 


2,080 $300 2 $1,248,000 $1,248,000 
 
The rate for the consultant will be all inclusive and be comprised of all materials, travel, equipment, 
and other costs associated with the fulfillment of the contract. 
 
Name of Consultant:  To be determined 
Organizational Affiliation:  N/A 
Nature of Services to Be Rendered:  Provide expertise and objective development of solutions and 


alternative options for the OHIEP. Provide guidance and develop the RFPs necessary to the 
project; research and provide information to facilitate the planning and technical design of the 
project including conducting JAD (Joint Application Design) sessions; and develop standards 
documentation. The consultant will be responsible for activities such as project evaluation, report 
compiling, monitoring, etc. 


Relevance of Service to the Project:  Provides technical expertise, experience, objectivity and 
independence to the process. 


The Number of Hours of consultation: 2,080 
The Expected Rate of Compensation:  $300 


 
Equipment $48,125 $48,125 N/A Equipment Number Rate Annual OCIIO 


11 







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Needed Expenses Funds 
Copier 1 $275.00 $2,475 $2,475 
Fax Server 1 $125.00 $1,125 $1,125 
Fileserver 1 $250.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Laptop 5 $100.00 $4,500 $4,500 
Printer – b/w 2 $100.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Printer – Color 1 $200.00 $1,800 $1,800 
Smart board 1 $200 $1,800 $1,800 
Telephone –Cell 5 $120.00 $5,400 $5,400 
Telephone- Equipment 5 $50.00 $2,250 $2,250 
Workstation – hardware 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Workstation – Software 5 $100 $4,500 $4,500 
Network Router 1 $150.00 $1,350 $1,350 
Video reproductions 1,250 $7.50 $9,375 $9,375 
Projectors 1 $1,000 $5,000 $5,000 


Grant Year Two   $48,125 $48,125 
 
Equipment includes office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project.  The costs have been 
prorated for the first year.  Workstation Software is a yearly subscription fee for the Microsoft Office 
Suite.  Copier, Printer and Fax Server are leased yearly at the monthly rate shown. All supplies (toner, 
ink cartridges, etc) are included in the lease.  Projects are overhead projectors and displays to be used 
at conferences, outreach events and meeting rooms. 
 


Supplies $15,390 $15,390 N/A 
Supplies 


Number 
Needed 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Educational pamphlets 2,000 ea. $2.75 $5,500 $5,500 
General office supplies 5 FTE $750.00 $3,750 $3,750 
Mailing envelopes 2,000 ea. $0.19 $380 $380 
Post office box 12 months $75.00 $900 $900 
Postage 2,000 ea. $0.43 $860 $860 
Video artist fees 20 hours $200.00 $4,000 $4,000 


Grant Year Two   $15,390 $15,390 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


 
Supplies include general office supplies and office equipment to accommodate the staff of the project. 
The costs have been prorated for the first year. The video artist will assist with creation of training and 
outreach video materials. 
 


Travel $31,275 $31,275 N/A 
OK TRAVEL FTE 


# 
Trip 


Rate 
Annual 


Expenses 
OCIIO 
Funds 


Mileage Reimbursement 20 20 $0.50 $1,800 $1,800 
Overnight 2 3 $82.00 $500 $500 
Per diem 2 3 $66.00 $400 $400 
Annual In-State     $2,700 $2,700 
Annual Out-of-State *    $25,875 $25,875 


Grant Year One    $31,275 $31,275 
 
Oklahoma Travel includes local travel for outreach to various stakeholder groups across the state. 
Oklahoma is a large land mass state and the average round trip is 180 miles. A total of twenty (20) one 
(1) person trips are budgeted with two of the trips being overnight stays. 
 
 
*Out-of-State Travel    
  Local Transportation                 $25 
  Registration                             $200 
  Airfare  (Coach)                       $900 
  Hotel (2 nights @ $211)          $422 
  Per diem (2.5 days @ $71)      $178  
  Total Per Trip                        $1,725 x 3 people = $5,175 
 
Five Trips Annually               $5,175 x 5 trips = $25,875  
 
Out-of-state travel is budgeted for a total of three (3) FTE to make five (5) trips to Washington DC 
each including a two night stay to account for flight time requirements. Registration is calculated at 
three (3) FTE registering for five (5) at $200 per FTE per conference.   
 


13 







Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Contractual $31,752,824 $31,752,824 N/A 
CONTRACTUAL 
OBLIGATIONS * 


Annual 
Contract 
Amount 


OCIIO 
Funds 


Exchange Fiscal Agent $13,375,000 $13,375,000
Enrollment Fiscal Agent $18,377,824 $18,377,824


Grant Year Two $31,752,824 $31,752,824
 
Exchange Fiscal Agent  
     Name of Contractor:     To be decided 
     Method of Selection:     RFP / Bid Process 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with a fiscal agent to assist with the analysis, design and 


development of a web portal and rules sets for private insurance carriers for the 
exchange, create a qualified plan repository, interface with the HL7 gateway planned 
by the SoonerCare Health Information Technology project, interface with the 
SoonerCare EDI gateway, required federal and state interfaces and provide 
administration for the (1) qualified health plans, (2) tax credits, and (3) cost-sharing.   


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To obtain the capacity and technical knowledge to create the infrastructure 


for the exchange. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Exchange Fiscal Agent Hours Rate Cost 
Impact to 


Current Funding 
Sources 


Exchange Hardware, Software, Rules 
Development and Workflow 


1 ea.  $13,000,000 No Prior Funding 


Plan Interface Development 750 hrs. $100 $75,000 No Prior Funding 
Required Data Feeds (Exchange): State 
and Federal 


2,000 hrs. $100 $200,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds (Exchange): Cost 
Sharing 


1,000 hrs. $100 $100,000 No Prior Funding 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Grant Year Two   $13,375,000  


 
Enrollment Fiscal Agent 
     Name of Contractor:     HP Enterprise Systems 
     Method of Selection:     Fiscal Agent responsible for the existing online enrollment 


product. 
     Period of Performance:  Grant Year One 
     Scope of Work:  Contract with HP Enterprise Systems, OHCA fiscal agent to modify and 


enhance the current online enrollment system and develop an integrated intake system 
for WIC (Women, Infants and Children program) and the private insurance carriers 
participating in the Exchange.  Review current rule set structure and mitigate any 
variations from standard. Document standard rule sets and business functions using 
recommended standards. Enhance existing EDI gateway transactions for the exchange 
of insurance information with private carriers and public programs.  Coordinate 
implementation with the HBX of an HL7 gateway with the SoonerCare Health 
Information Technology project.  Create WIC Visa interchange for purchase of WIC 
products at approved retailers. 


     Method of Accountability: Performance contract and project evaluation plan 
     Justification:  To utilize the current Fiscal Agent who developed the initial iteration of the 


Online Enrollment product to design and implement the enhancement. 
     Itemized Budget: 


Enrollment Fiscal Agent Unit Rate Cost 
Impact to Current 
Funding Sources 


Enhancements to EDI 
Gateway to Exchange 
Roster & Eligibility Data 


1 ea.  $75,000 No Prior Funding 


HL7 Gateway Design, 
Development & 
Implementation 


1 ea.  $125,000 No Prior Funding 


eMPI Electronic Master 
Patient Index 


1 ea.  $500,000 Remove from SHIECAP 
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Budget Worksheet and Narrative – Grant Year Two 


Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


eMPx  Electronic Master 
Provider Index 


1 ea.  $200,000 Remove from SHIECAP 


InRule rules engine License 
& Hardware per month 


12 mo. $7,588 $91,056 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 
Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow and 
Rules Modifications: IO & 
BCC Programs 


1,000 hrs. $100 $100,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


APD Reprocurement 


Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow & 
Rules Modifications: ACA 


8,000 hrs. $100 $800,000 No Prior Funding 


3 FTE – Resolution Analyst 36 mo. $5,600 $201,600 Remove from SHIECAP 


1 FTE – Rules Analyst 12 mo. $5,886 $70,632 Remove from SHIECAP 
Existing Rules & Business 
Processes document to 
standard 


0 $100 $0 No Prior Funding 


ID Cards - Use WEDI 
standard & encode e-MPI 
number on card 


1,700,000 
cards 


$1.50 $2,550,000 No Prior Funding 


MMIS ACA & State Option 
Medicaid Expansion 


750 hrs. $100 $75,000 No Prior Funding 


Required Data Feeds 
(Medicaid): State & Federal 


300 hrs. $100 $30,000 No Prior Funding 


PHR and Hardware for 
Public & Private Consumers 


2,000,000 $2.4 $4,800,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


ADP Reprocurement 
Dashboard Software & 
Hardware 


1 ea.  $350,000 
Remove from MMIS FA  


ADP Reprocurement 
Call Center Expansion:     


     Customer Service Reps 576 $5,886 $3,390,336 No Prior Funding 


     Call Center Charges 12 mo $60,100 $721,200 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 


     Lan/Telecom 12 mo $160,000 $1,920,000 Remove from MMIS FA 
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Object 
Class 


Category 
Total 


OCIIO 
Grant 


Non-
OCIIO 
Funds 


Justification 


Contract 


Postage 12 mo $184,000 $2,208,000 
Remove from MMIS FA 


Contract 
HPES Online Enrollment 
Application, Workflow and 
Rules modifications for 
Non-Medicaid Consumers 1,100 hrs $100 $110,000 


No Prior Funding 


Enrollment Intake  Portal, 
Workflow and Rule Engine 
Modifications for WIC 300 hrs $100 $30,000 


No Prior Funding 


Interface to OSDH System 300 hrs $100 $30,000 No Prior Funding 


Grant Year Two   $18,377,824  


     
Total Grant 
Year Two 


$34,001,038 $34,001,038 N/A  


 
 
Grant Year One 


 
$21,655,070 


Grant Year One $34,001,038 
Total Grant $55,656,108 


 
 







Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Atlantes' Model Office Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Atlantes' Production Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


COLD Production Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


COLD Test Environment Compaq ProLiant DL360 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
- S         1266MHz 


2 2 


COLD Test Environment VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


511 MB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


Domain Controller Compaq ProLiant DL580  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 


1.50 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


1 1 


Domain Controller Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Domain controller HP ProLiant DL140 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.20GHz 


2 4 


Domain security and 
monitoring 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


DSS Production (2) Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


DSS Test Environment IBM 679021U Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


254 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


DSS Test Environment Compaq ProLiant DL320 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 1.50 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 


family      1133MHz 1 1 


Extranet Dell Computer 
Corporation PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 


2003, Standard Edition 4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 2 4 


Extranet    Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 2.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 


family      1133MHz 2 2 
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Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Extranet Test 
Environment 


IBM 679021U  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Web Edition 


1022 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


Fax Server HP ProLiant DL380 
G5 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.25 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 4 


File server for internet 
servers 


Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.72 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


File server for internet 
servers 


Compaq TaskSmart 
N2400 


Microsoft Windows 2000 
Advanced Server 


1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 2 2 


File storage repository Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Firewall support and 
control 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


iCE Development Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


iCE ITF Environment Dell Inc. PowerEdge 2950 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU            
5150  @ 2.66GHz 


2 2 


iCE Model Office Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.00 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


iCE Production (3) HP ProLiant DL580 
G5 


 Microsoft® Windows Server® 
2008 Datacenter 


64.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7440  @ 2.40GHz 


4 16 


iCE Test Environment - -   0 b Not Assigned 0   


Internet front end Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.75 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


1 2 


Internet front end Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Intrusion Prevention VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.62 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


K2 Production Dell Inc. PowerEdge 2950 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU            
5160  @ 3.00GHz 


1 2 
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Attachment A:  
Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 


HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


K2 Test Compaq ProLiant DL380 
G2 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.75 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III CPU 
family      1400MHz 


2 2 


Medai Web Server HP ProLiant DL360 
G5 


 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 


3.25 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 8 


MMIS front end support Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Network monitoring Intel S28  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Web Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
2.80GHz 


2 4 


Network server backup Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


1 2 


Online Enrollment (3) HP ProLiant DL380 
G6 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


3.99 GB Intel(R) Pentium(R) III 
Xeon processor 


2 8 


Patch server for 
maintaining servers 


VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1023 MB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           
E7330  @ 2.40GHz 


1 1 


Phone system support IBM 679021U Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


1022 MB Intel(R) Pentium(R) 4 CPU 
1.80GHz 


1 1 


Phone voice response 
(2) 


American 
Megatrends Inc. 


Atlantis  Microsoft Windows 2000 Server 1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 2 2 


Remote dial in for 
website 


Compaq -   0 b Not Assigned   0 


RRI (6) Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


2.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


SQL server Dell Computer 
Corporation PowerEdge 6850  Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 


2003, Enterprise Edition 20.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.00GHz 4 16 


SQL server VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 
Platform 


 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Enterprise Edition 3.75 GB Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU           


X7350  @ 2.93GHz 2 4 


Terminal Server for 
OHCA field staff VMware, Inc. VMware Virtual 


Platform 
Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 383 MB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 


3.60GHz 1 1 
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Hardware-Servers &  Current MMIS Software 
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HARDWARE - SERVERS 


Purpose Manufacturer Model O/S 
Total 


Memory Processor Name CPUs 
Total 
Cores 


Terminal server for 
remote user access 


Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 2850 Microsoft(R) Windows(R) Server 
2003, Standard Edition 


4.00 GB Intel(R) Xeon(TM) CPU 
3.60GHz 


2 4 


Text to Speech server Dell Computer 
Corporation 


PowerEdge 
500SC 


 Microsoft Windows 2000 Server 1023 MB Intel Pentium III processor 1 1 


 


SOFTWARE 


Software Vendor Version Function 
Oracle Oracle 10.2.0.3 RDBMS 
ETG Ingenix 6 Episode Treatment Grouper 
MapInfo Pitney Bowes 14.2 Address to Long/Lat conversion 
ACG John Hopkins 8.1 Adjusted Clinical Grouper 
Autosys CA 4.5 Batch Job Scheduler 
DRG MedAssets v27 Diagnosis code grouper 
HBOC McKesson 8.5.43.1 Claim Check 
C Compiler Sun Studio 11   
COBOL Compiler Micorofocus 4.0.1 sp2   
Otsort Optech 2003a   
Pkware PKWARE 3 Zip and UNZIP utilities 
X12 Translator Sybase 4.2.3   
Atlantes HP 9 Care Management 
RRI SunGard Formworks 4 Optical Recognition 
Business Objects SAP     
Excelcius       


 







Attachment B:  
Performance Measures 


Examples of Preliminary Project Performance Measures: 
Objective Measure Methods/Data Sources Measure Owner Initial Target 


Complete each identified phase 
within timeline 


Percent of phase completed Two week reporting of phase 
status to project manager 


Phase coordinator To be decided 


Complete each individual project 
phase deliverable 


Percent completion of risk 
analysis 


Weekly reporting of risk analysis 
status to project manager 
through completion of analysis 


Phase coordinator To be decided 


Begin SDLC reviews within 
timeline 


Date review started Report start date to project 
manager 


Phase Coordinator To be decided 


Remain within cost estimate for 
phase 


Percent of budget used for phase Cost of phase divided by cost 
budgeted for phase 


Phase Coordinator To be decided 


 
Examples of Preliminary Program Performance Measures 


Objective Measure Methods/Data Sources Measure Owner Initial Target 
Connect with state and federal 
resources for data verification 
and validation purposes 


Cooperative agreements executed 
with:  OSDH, ODMHSAS, IRS, OID, 
Private Contractors, OHIET, etc. 


Contracts Development Project Manager To be decided 


Transparent communication with 
stakeholders 


Number of individuals entering the 
web portal 


Systems Enrollment Report Project Manager To be decided 


Efficient consumer service 
through online transactions 


Percent of individuals completing 
application online 


Completed applications divided 
by number of individuals entering 
the web portal 


HBX Enrollment Manager To be decided 


 


Percent of applicants who receive 
an eligibility determination online 
at the time of application 
submission 


System design will include 
reporting mechanism to capture 
this data 


HBX Enrollment Manager 100% 


Promote private sector 
participation through ease of use 
and accuracy 


Number of participating health 
plans 


Systems Third Party 
Participation Report HBX Program Manager To be decided 


 Number of individuals who utilize 
third party assistance 


Systems Individual Applications 
Report 


HBX Program Manager To be decided 
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Attachment C: 
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OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Contract Services Director 
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OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
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Planning & Development 
Manager 


Buffy Heater 


Technical Project Manager Exchange Project Manager Operations Project Manager 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Administrative Assistant 


OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY 


Eligibility Automation & Data 
Integrity Manager 


Richard Evans 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Senior Systems 
Analyst 


Financial Analyst 
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Work Plan 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 1: Hire project staff & complete contractual arrangements    
Action Step 1.1 
Hire project staff & 
complete contracts with 
consultants & IT 
contractors.. 


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Qualified staff will be 
hired   & specialized 
consultants & 
contractors sought via 
RFP. 


Staff positions filled by 
March 31, 2011, contracts 
completed by April 30, 
2011. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 2: Complete Project Startup Review (PSR)*    
Action Step 2.1 
Identify acquisition 
sources for the project.  


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Sources for project 
supplies, commercial 
products sought via RFP. 


Necessary RFPs issued to 
fulfill project acquisition 
needs.   


Action Step 2.2 
Define high-level 
overview of the business 
process.  Identify basic 
business & technical 
risks/ issues. 


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


Business processes that 
may be impacted are 
outlined & risk categories 
for the project defined.  


Consensus reached for 
establishment of business 
processes.  Risk issues 
such as cost, scope, 
security & technology 
named. 


Action Step 2.3 
The issue that the project 
will address & 
alternatives identified.  
Initial performance 
measures developed.  


Notice of grant award 
February 15, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& OHCA Staff 


The purpose, goals, 
options & scope of the 
project defined; 
performance measures 
written. 


The entities & people 
impacted by the project 
clearly identified; 
measurable outcomes 
written,  


Action Step 2.4 
PSR briefings presented 
to OCIIO. 


TBD OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on 
project progress. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of goals, 
plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 3: Conduct gap analysis of current status of OHIEP  & complete Architectural Review (AR)* 
Action Step 3.1 


Research public & private 
plan options; Identify 
needed regulatory 
changes 


February 15th through 
February 15th through 
March, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


Public & private coverage 
options with current 
premiums created; 
Proposed legislative 
changes identified 


Availability & costs of 
public & private plans 
reported to group. 
Requests for needed 
legislation forwarded to 
appropriate government 
officials. 


Action Step 3.2 
OE core data gap analysis 
& required remediation  


February 15th through 
March, 2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


“As is” overview of 
current OE system 
created.  


Initial systems change 
needs identified. 


Action Step 3.3 
Develop business process 
models, architectural 
diagrams & begin project 


February 15- March 16, 
2011 


OHIEP project managers 
& consultants 


Business process models 
of project infrastructure 
& scope developed; 
Implementation 


Business process models 
& requirements are 
approved by 
stakeholders.  
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requirements document.  requirements defined. Architectural diagrams 
provide for efficient 
progress 


Action Step 3.4 
AR briefings presented to 
OCIIO 


March 16, 2011 OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on 
project progress. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of goals, 
plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 4: Create project taskforce for steering committee & conduct Product Baseline Review (PBR)* 
Action Step 4.1 
Initial meeting held to 
form steering committee; 
Hold quarterly meetings 
to keep committee 
engaged & informed. 


February 28, 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Formal workgroup 
created & will 
productively participate 
in developing options for 
project success 


Workgroup will refine 
work plan to assist 
meeting project goals. 


Action Step 4.2 


Create project process 
agreement & conduct IS 
risk assessment 


March to April 13, 2011 
Project steering 
committee 


Charter agreement 
between stakeholders 
written.  Evaluation of 
security controls & risk 
levels acknowledged. 


Stakeholders are in 
agreement about the 
project focus.  Accurate 
List of threats with 
recommended 
safeguards.   


Action Step 4.3 
 Develop project 
management plan, 
schedule & release plan 


March to April 13, 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Detailed plans, & 
procedures for managing 
the life cycle of the 
project developed.   


Processes & approaches 
for managing the project 
clearly defined.  Modules 
released as developed. 


Action Step 4.4  
PBR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


April 13, 2011 OHIEP project managers  
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 5: Collect, analyze & report data regarding the current status of OHIEP 
Action Step 5.1 
Conduct insurance 
carrier focus groups & 
survey. Present findings 
to steering committee. 


April 16, 2011 through 
October 31, 2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Focus group studies 
conducted, survey 
responses informative. 


Interim findings do assist 
in developing options to 
create Health Benefit 
Exchange 


Action Step 5.2 
Develop options, & models 
to provide access to the 
Health Benefit Exchange 
to all citizens. 


October 1, 2011 through 
January 31, 2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Options, strategies & 
models for access to the 
Health Benefit Exchange 
are finalized 


Options, strategies & 
models for the Health 
Benefit Exchange remove 
identified barriers to 
access. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 6: Create systems strategy analysis & conduct Preliminary Design Review (PDR)*    
Action Step 6.1 April to May 2011 OHIEP project managers, Necessary changes to OE Requirements analysis of 
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Review OE business rules, 
use case, documentation 
gap & remediation.  
Perform rules engine 
alignment. 


consultants & OHCA staff rules identified.  
Standards aligned with 
new requirements 


OE conducted.  Rules 
engine standards meet 
necessary regulations for 
implementation. 


Action Step 6.2 


Create system security 
plan, test plan & 
traceability matrix.  


April 17, 2011 to June 8, 
2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Overall approach to be 
used to test all functions 
& requirements of the 
system.  Strategy for 
security plan devised. 


All aspects of the system 
are successfully tested & 
federal standards are 
met. 


Action Step 6.3 


Develop logical data 
model, technical 
architecture diagrams & 
data use agreements. 


April 17, 2011 to June 8, 
2011 


OHIEP Project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Scope of the system 
development project 
defined. Technical 
architecture diagrams 
created.  Data use 
agreements approved by 
all partners. 


Logical Data Model is 
initiated.  Diagrams depict 
needed interfaces & 
connections.  Data use 
policies & procedures 
clearly represented. 


Action Step 6. 4 


PDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


June 8, 2011 OHIEP Project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 7: Define system detail requirements & conduct Detailed Design Review (DDR)*    
Action Step 7.1 


Create system design, 
interface control & 
database design 
documents 


June to September 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Technical system design 
specifications created.  
Source & target systems 
for the interface are 
identified. Impact from 
other systems noted.  


High-level overview of the 
system architecture 
created.  Preliminary 
interface requirements 
clearly defined.  The basic 
design approach is 
analyzed.  


Action Step 7.2 


Develop physical data 
model & review 
automated code review 
results 


June to September 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Artifacts required to 
achieve performance 
goals defined.  Source 
code checks for 
compliance are reviewed. 


Data design takes into 
account the facilities & 
constraints of the 
system.  Areas of 
compliance & non- 
compliance are identified. 


Action Step 7.3 


Define data management 
& data conversion plans.  


June to September 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Strategy created for data 
management to provide 
accurate information. 
Rationale & boundaries 
for the data conversion 
effort defined.  


Data management plan 
provides guidance for 
resource management & 
protection. Successful 
mapping of the data  to be 
converted to the new 
system accomplished.  


Action Step 7.4 
Begin development of 
Phase I dashboard, 
federal & state level data 


February to October 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Requirements analysis of 
Phase I systems 
development conducted. 
Database migration 


Requirements approved & 
system coding begins. 
Requirements for eMPI & 
eMPx meet standards & 
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feeds & SoonerCare  ACA 
integration. Develop 
harmonized eMPI & eMPx 


designed & analyzed. requirements. 


Action Step 7.5 
DDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


September 14, 2011 OHIEP project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 8: Finalize system detail requirements & conduct Final Detailed Design Review (DDR)*   
Action Step 8.1 


Create system design, 
interface control & 
database design 
documents 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Technical system design 
specifications created.  
Source & target systems 
for the interface are 
identified. Impact from 
other systems noted.  


System architecture 
created.  Interface 
requirements clearly 
defined.  The basic design 
approach is analyzed.  


Action Step 8.2 


Develop physical data 
model, data management 
& data conversion plans 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Artifacts required to 
achieve performance 
goals defined.  Strategy 
created for data 
management & 
conversion defined. 


Final design takes into 
account the facilities & 
constraints of the 
system. Data 
management plan 
provides guidance for 
management & 
protection. 


Action Step 8.3 
Create call center 
enhancement Develop 
rules engine & process 
for commercial carriers. 


June to December 2011 
OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Systems for call center 
improved. Rules & 
process for commercial 
products defined. 


Call center system meets 
standards. Requirements 
for interface with 
commercial products 
successful. 


Action Step 8.4 
Define online application 
remediation & create 
enrollment application for 
commercial products. 


June to December 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Changes to OE identified 
to allow for integration of 
enrollment application for 
commercial products. 


Smooth transition for 
commercial carrier 
enrollment visualized & 
defined.  


Action Step 8.5 
Develop approved benefit 
package system 


June to December 2011 OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Benefit tiers & 
qualifications identified. 


Consensus reached for 
development of tier 
system. 


Action Step 8.6 


Review automated code 
review results  


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Source code checks for 
compliance within rules 
are reviewed. 


Areas of compliance & 
non- compliance are 
identified for project 
development. 


Action Step 8.7 
DDR briefings presented 
to OCIIO 


September to December 
2011 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person Anticipated Results 
Evaluation/ 


Measurement 
Task 9: Begin phase II system development    
Action Step 9.1 July 2011 to January 2012 OHIEP project managers, Process for commercial System capable of 
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Commercial premium 
process & IRS interface 
defined. 


consultants & OHCA staff premium identification & 
IRS tax credit notification 
outlined. 


integrating premium & 
IRS information. 


Action Step 9.2 


Dashboard Phase II with 
potential WIC integration, 
federal & state level data 
feeds created 


August 2011 to February 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Requirements analysis of 
Phase II systems 
development & data 
exchange with state & 
federal sources 
completed. 


Requirements approved & 
system coding begins. 


Action Step 9.3 
Integrate Insure 
Oklahoma Individual Plan 
(IP) with OE. 


September 2011 to July 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Roadmap to merge IP 
members into OE defined. 


Insure Oklahoma IP 
members transitioned 
into OE. 


 


Task & Action Steps Time Table 
Responsible 


Agency/Person 
Anticipated Results 


Evaluation/ 
Measurement 


Task 10: Conduct Pre-Operational Readiness Review (Pre-ORR) & Operational Readiness Review (ORR)*   


Action Step 10.1 


Create contingency & 
implementation plans.  
Conduct Final Review 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Strategy to be used to 
respond to any 
interruption to the 
system planned & ready.  


System is capable of 
operating without 
interruption. 


Action Step 10.2 


Complete Inter/Intra-
agency Agreement(s) 
(IAs) & Finalize Test Case 
Specification 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Agreements between 
partner agencies are 
finalized.  Final 
requirements for specific 
tests identified. 


Consensus reached by all 
& agreements ready to be 
signed. Testing 
procedures implemented. 


Action Step 10.3 


 Create Training Plan & 
Finalize user, operations 
& maintenance manuals. 


December 2011 to October 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Manuals receive final 
approval. Training plan 
for users implemented. 


Manuals are ready & 
available for distribution 
to users. Training of core 
users achieved. 


Action Step 10.4 


 Integration & end-to-end 
testing cycles completed.  
Defect reports complete. 


December 2011 to June 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Testing is complete 
according to 
requirements.  Defects 
reports reviewed. 


System confirmation that 
the solution works 
correctly from end to 
end. System defects 
corrected for smooth 
implementation. 


Action Step 10.5 


 Test summary & security 
testing results reviewed. 


December 2011 to June 
2012 


OHIEP project managers, 
consultants & OHCA staff 


Completed report of 
testing process & results. 
Evaluation of system 
security completed. 


Successful testing cycle 
reported. System 
security meets standards 
& requirements.  


Action Step 10.6 


Pre-ORR briefings 
presented to OCIIO 


June 13, 2012 OHIEP project managers 
OCIIO provided with clear, 
concise reporting on the 
progress of the project. 


OCIIO has clear 
understanding of project 
goals, plans & status. 


 







Attachment E: Job Descriptions 
 


Operations Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Operations Project Manager (OPM) provides oversight & guidance in the 
planning & development of the infrastructure necessary for the Oklahoma Health Insurance 
Exchange project. Oversees the assessment, policy development, program planning, & research 
& evaluation activities of the infrastructure project. The OPM will develop, strengthen & 
coordinate a strategic approach to policy development; introduce economic analysis as a routine 
component of assessment, evaluation & policy development activities; & build capacity for 
program evaluation. Participates in the identification of key strategic opportunities & interfaces 
with executive staff, staff &/or government agency officials in the representation & development 
of strategic planning. The OPM will develop an infrastructure to oversee & coordinate with other 
agency functions & provide services & support to the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange 
project.  
Principle Activities:  
 Develops, leads, directs & evaluates the strategic direction/overall business plan.  
 Works in close collaboration with partners & stakeholders, health care professionals & 


participating agencies in developing & facilitating a political understanding of the principles 
& practices underlying Federally funded health care delivery systems. 


 Writes reports for Federal & State purposes on project status, developments & challenges 
encountered to date. Interacts with State & Federal officials to ensure the necessary 
quantitative, qualitative & required Federal reporting is filed timely. 


 Assists in identifying groups, agencies & individuals that could be impacted in the planning 
process & facilitates participation of interested groups. Meets with State & Federal officials 
in the development & approval of strategies & options. 


 Directs the development of new outreach material; ensures that these materials are in 
compliance with existing State & Federal regulations. 


o Conducts research in order to compile & analyze data on economic & social 
regulatory factors that may affect the feasibility & scope of proposed initiatives. 


 Coordinates with HHS, CMS & other regulatory agencies on grants, new initiatives & other 
special projects to ensure adherence to laws & policy.  


 Establishes timeframes needed to complete projects according to Federal, State &/or agency 
management deadlines.  


 Maintains knowledge of current trends & developments (internal/external educational 
programs or professional meetings); revising existing practices as necessary. 


 Coordinates, facilitates & leads groups in the completion of projects, including workgroups 
comprised of personnel, at all levels, from other units, divisions or agencies for the purpose 
of discussion &/or consensus concerning specific projects. 


 Reviews proposed legislation & recommends changes; may act as a legislative liaison.  
 Oversees contractual agreements; monitors contractor performance & productivity. 
Qualifications: Skills in interpreting regulations & applying them, effective oral & written 
communication, ability to organize one’s work or that of others so that established time frames 
can be met with available resources; skills in interpreting the impact & implementation of 
decisions within the organization’s structure.  Able to develop & maintain effective working 
relationships with other public & private service providers, affiliates & the general public. 
Advanced level skills in management & public health concepts. Must have various technical 
software experience. 
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Education &/or Experience: Bachelors Degree required in a related field (e.g. Health, Social 
work/service, Public Administration) or advanced education & 7 years of work experience in 
program development & implementation, strategic planning, project development or program 
management, preference given to those with at least 5 years of general supervisory experience; 
or an equivalent combination of education & experience. 
 


Exchange Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Exchange Project Manager (EPM) will build collaborative working 
relationships with diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, state & 
federal agencies, local agencies & advocacy groups) necessary to the development of an 
exchange infrastructure that meets the requirements of the grant & the needs of Oklahoma. The 
EPM will develop an infrastructure to oversee/coordinate with other stakeholders & provide 
services & support to the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. The EPM is responsible 
for acting as a liaison to other States, State officials, the Governor, State & Federal legislators, 
partner State & Federal agencies, stakeholder groups & private health insurers; for identifying & 
recommending appropriate action on policy & legislative issues as needed for development & 
implementation of the Exchange; & for coordinating timely implementation of planning 
activities & establishing timeframes needed to complete phases of the project according to 
Federal, State &/or agency management deadlines. 
Principle Activities:  
 Garners support for the Exchange from other States, legislators, State officials, stakeholder 


groups & the general public. Oversees communications & outreach efforts.  
 Ensures that innovative advances accomplished in Oklahoma are made available to other 


States in a timely manner.  
 Identifies & recommends appropriate action on legislative & policy issues for the Exchange 


as needed & assists in the development of policy & procedures for the Exchange. Schedules 
projects to support legislation & regulations that enable & maintain the Exchange. 


 Maintains expertise in all OHCA, State & Federal laws, regulations, policies & procedures 
related to the Exchange. 


 Conducts meetings to present, explain & discuss the development of the Exchange with 
individuals & groups who have varying degrees of familiarity with its purpose, goals & 
impact on health insurance marketplaces. 


 Maintains knowledge of current trends & developments & applies pertinent new knowledge 
to the design & implementation of the Exchange.  


 Attends internal & external educational programs & professional meetings as available for 
collaboration at a national level toward development of Exchange technology. 


Qualifications: Skills in coordinating large complex projects & managing a team; in creating 
consensus among stakeholders; in communicating effectively with legislators, State & Federal 
officials; & in report analysis & coordination duties. Knowledge of analytical, statistical & 
evaluative methods; of theory & methods of statistical research; & of the sources of statistical 
data. Knowledge of & experience in MMIS systems, or in medical claims & claims processing 
systems.  Knowledge of & experience in the use of PC systems & software applications 
including but not limited to: Access, Excel, Word, PowerPoint, Project Manager &/or Business 
Objects & of various applications of technology including spreadsheets, databases, graphical 
presentations, PowerPoint, & query.  
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Education &/or Experience: Bachelor’s degree; two years of experience in Medicaid, a 
managed care program or related health care program; five years of work experience in planning, 
project development or project management; two years of experience as coordinator or director 
of a department/unit. Preference will also be given to individuals with experience in Medicaid 
programs, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, State or Federal Government program 
management experience, project management &/or planning. 
 


Technical Project Manager 
Position Purpose: The Technical Project Manager (TPM) oversees the development & 
implementation of the IT systems architecture, network & databases necessary for the 
infrastructure. The TPM is responsible for ensuring that the Office of the National Coordinator’s 
(ONC) recommended standards & Systems Development Life Cycle (SDLC) frameworks are 
adhered to, including the use of iterative & incremental development methodologies. 
Responsible for the coordination & monitoring of multiple vendors contracted for various 
technical sections of the project; for recognizing & resolving problems at all phases of 
development & implementation; for ensuring the interoperability & standardization necessary for 
use of the systems by other states; for providing research & project design support & training to 
other States & agency partners. The TPM will develop, strengthen & coordinate a strategic 
approach to IT design & development & build capacity for program testing, troubleshooting & 
evaluation.  The TPM will build collaborative working relationships with IT leaders from diverse 
groups (e.g. insurance agent associations, trade associations, other State & Federal agencies, 
local agencies & advocacy groups) leading to the development of a plan forward for the 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange project. 
Principle Activities:  
 Develops, leads, directs & evaluates the strategic direction/overall technology plan for the 


Exchange.  
 Works in close collaboration with partners & stakeholders in developing & facilitating a 


technical understanding of the principles, practices & standards underlying the technology 
infrastructure for the Exchange. 


 Formulates & oversees technical implementation of the Oklahoma Health Insurance 
Exchange project.  Prepares written reports & recommendations regarding the technical 
status & progress of the program.   


 Oversees the technical strategic planning efforts & assists in formulating & implementing 
technology standards, practices, design, architecture, planning & long-term goals. Reviews & 
researches “best practices” of other States for applicability & inclusion in the program.  


 Accountable for the fulfillment of data processing performed by the contracted fiscal agent, 
including equipment selection & purchase, systems analysis, programming, machine room 
operations & data entry. 


 Oversees & participates in the coordination of the gathering, development, analysis & 
interpretation of technical data & error reports required for planning purposes to ensure 
reliable & accurate performance.  


o Conducts research in order to compile & analyze technical data that may affect the 
feasibility & scope of proposed initiatives. 


 Establishes milestones & timeframes needed to complete projects according to Federal, State 
&/or agency management deadlines.  
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Qualifications: Advanced level skills in project management, planning & staff coordination. 
Knowledge of network architecture & design; identity management processes; MMIS systems; 
methods of interfacing multiple state level data sets; & InRule. Ability to define problems, 
collect data, establish facts & draw valid conclusions.  Ability to interpret an extensive variety of 
technical instructions in mathematical or diagram form & deal with several abstract & concrete 
variables. Ability to create & edit documents & reports using spreadsheet, database, statistical 
analysis & word processing software. Ability to effectively present information & respond to 
questions from groups of managers, clients, customers & the general public.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelors Degree required in a related field (e.g. Computer 
Science) or advanced education & 5 years experience in computer programming, system analysis 
or defining technical specifications for a large health care related system, program development 
& implementation, strategic planning, project development or program management, preference 
given to those with at least 5 years of general supervisory experience; or an equivalent 
combination of education & experience. 
 


Senior Systems Analyst 
Position Purpose: The Senior Systems Analyst oversees & assists in the development & 
implementation of the IT systems architecture, network & databases necessary for the Exchange. 
The senior systems analyst is responsible for overseeing & participating in the gathering, 
development & analysis of data required for planning purposes to ensure successful results; for 
recognizing & resolving problems at all phases of Exchange development & implementation; for 
performing research, analyzing & evaluating data & compiling information from a wide variety 
of sources; for preparing material pertinent to the evaluation of development of the Exchange; & 
for providing research & project design support & training to other States & agency partners. 
Principle Activities:  
 Oversees & assists in the design, development & maintenance of the technology & network 


systems, including data exchanges with third parties, which support the Exchange.  
 Researches & investigates special areas of concern, including interoperability of Exchange 


technology modules with varied enrollment & eligibility systems. Reviews technical 
literature, laws & regulations & makes recommendations for changes to the Exchange. 


 Conducts frequent evaluations of Exchange issues & provides problem-solving assistance to 
ensure timely achievement of project goals & milestones.  


 Interprets technical guidance from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services & the 
Department of Health & Human Services & collaborates & consults with other States to 
incorporate shared knowledge & innovations into design & problem solving for the 
Exchange project.  


 Acts as liaison between the Exchange & State & Federal agencies providing access to data, 
such as the Oklahoma Employment Security Commission, the Social Security 
Administration, the Internal Revenue Service & US Citizenship & Immigration Services, 
among others, in order to develop a common understanding of how best to operate data 
exchanges. 


 Designs & performs troubleshooting processes that detect & prevent errors in the 
developmental & testing stages of the Exchange. 


Qualifications: Skills in network architecture & design; knowledge of standard X12N 
transaction codes; experience interfacing multiple state level data sets; proficiency using InRule 
to create rules engines; knowledge of identity management processes; & knowledge of & 
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experience in MMIS systems. Ability to work with mathematical concepts such as probability & 
statistical inference, & to apply concepts to practical situations. Ability to interpret an extensive 
variety of technical instructions in mathematical or diagram form & deal with several abstract & 
concrete variables. Ability to design, create & use database application & reporting programs, as 
well as extraction programs using Medicaid MMIS.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelor’s degree, five years of work experience in web 
development &/or systems architecture; & two years of experience in Health Care Procedures 
(e.g. Federal/State Health Policy) or Medicaid, Medicare or private health insurance data 
systems.  
 


Financial Analyst 
Position Purpose: The Financial Analyst (FA) plans & organizes the financial functions for 
operation of the Oklahoma Exchange. The FA has direct oversight & accountability for all 
administrative & financial programs related to the Exchange, including the preparation of 
financial statements & federal reports. Performs technical work involving review & analysis 
related to the operations & administration of the grant.  Works with grant staff to ensure 
appropriate classification, payment, problem resolution, tracking & reporting of expenditures.  
Performs research & presents financial information as requested.  Assists in the tracking & 
reporting of performance information related to financial program & project evaluation.  
Principle Activities: 
 Prepares financial documents in accordance with state & federal accounting & reporting 


requirements & in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.   
 Assists in the preparation of fiscal impact analysis; prepares summary data & justification of 


budgetary programs for the Exchange. 
 Assists in long-range fiscal planning & in the development & implementation of fiscal 


policies & procedures related to the Exchange. 
 Assists & maintains financial documents relating to cost reports of long-term facilities & 


develops accounting procedures to monitor any federal requirements or restrictions of 
expenditures. 


 Maintains control of transactions initiated which interface with the fiscal agent’s computer 
system. Monitors accuracy of processing & ensures transactions are completed in accordance 
with agency policy & state & federal guidelines. 


 Responds to oral & written inquiries & assists in training other staff on finance issues related 
to the Exchange. 


Qualifications: Ability to read, analyze & interpret common technical, financial & legal reports 
or documents.  Ability to effectively present information to top management &/or public groups. 
Ability to apply analytical methodologies, including computation of rate, ratio, cost allocation, & 
percent & to draw & interpret bar graphs. Ability to define problems, collect data, establish facts 
& draw valid conclusions. Knowledge of & experience in the use of PC systems & software 
applications including but not limited to Access, Excel & Word. 
Education &/or Experience: BA/BS in accounting, finance, business administration or a 
closely related field which must have included 12 semester hours in accounting; & 3 years of 
professional level experience in budgeting, accounting, auditing, or finance. 


 
Administrative Assistant 
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Position Purpose: The Administrative Assistant acts as office manager for the Oklahoma Health 
Insurance Exchange. Communicates with State officials, State agencies, stakeholders & other 
health care professionals to set up meetings & gather documentation for meeting participants. 
Transcribes meeting communication & develops organizational method to outsource the 
documentation to meeting participants. Maintains the Exchange’s central files & records & 
retrieves/prepares relevant information for administrative personnel. Oversees the office 
resources, monitors all office machines & provides maintenance resolution when needed. 
Provides other administrative & clerical duties.  
Principle Activities:  


 Initiates oral &/or written communication with State officials, State agencies, 
stakeholders & other health care professionals concerning conference calls, meeting 
times, etc. Aggressively responds to questions & responses following the Oklahoma 
Health Insurance Exchange polices & procedures & HIPAA regulations.  


 Prepares agendas, analytical & statistical reports, graphs, overhead presentations & other 
necessary documentation for conferences & meetings, both internal & external.  


 Ensures timely transcription of meeting commentary & organizes the information to the 
appropriate software in order to effectively communicate documentation to the necessary 
meeting participants. 


 Maintains the Exchange’s central files, using the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange’s 
polices & procedures & in accordance with HIPAA regulations. 


 Coordinates the purchasing & inventory of office resources; monitors all office copy 
machines, fax machines, black & white printers, color printers, telephone systems, 
computer hardware & other office machines; provides or contacts the appropriate 
maintenance consultant(s) as needed. 


 Answers telephones, utilizes software calendar settings to set up meetings, & other 
necessary administrative & clerical functions. 


Qualifications: Skills in applying & upholding office polices & procedures; effective oral & 
written communication; ability to organize one’s work & that of others so that established time 
frames can be met with available resources; able to develop & maintain effective working 
relationships with public & private sectors. Must be able to demonstrate a high degree of 
discretion & interpersonal skills in both verbal & written communication.  
Education &/or Experience: Bachelors of Science degree & one year of professional or 
technical administrative support experience in business or public administration.  


 
 







Attachment F:  
Acronyms 


Advanced Planning Documents APD 


American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 ARRA 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services CMS 


Commercial Off the Shelf Software Products COTS 


Electronic Master Patient index eMPi 


Electronic Master Provider index eMPx 


Employer Sponsored Insurance ESI 


Federal Information Processing Standards FIPS 


Federal Poverty Level FPL 


Fiscal Agent FA 


Health Benefit Exchange Cooperative Agreement Project HBXCAP 


Health Care for the Uninsured Board HUB 


Health Information Exchange HIE 


Health Information Security and Privacy Collaborative HISPC 


Health Information Technology HIT 


Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 HIPAA 


Hewlett Packard Enterprise Systems HPES 


Individual Plan IP 


Information Technology IT 


Insure Oklahoma IO 


Internal Revenue Service  IRS 


Medicaid Management Information System MMIS 


Medicaid Information Technology Architecture MITA 


Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services ODMHSAS 


Oklahoma Health Care Authority OHCA 


Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust OHIET 


Oklahoma Health Infrastructure and Exchange Project OHIEP 


Oklahoma Hospital Association OHA 


Oklahoma Insurance Department OID 


Oklahoma State Department of Health OSDH 


Oklahoma State University-Center for Health Sciences OSU-CHS 


Online Enrollment OE 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act ACA 


Personal Health Record PHR 


Request For Proposal RFP 


Service Efforts and Accomplishments SEA 


Social Security Administration SSA 


State Coverage Initiative SCI 


State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement Program SHIECAP 


State Medicaid Health Information Technology Plan SMHP 


State-Designated Entity SDE 


Systems Development Life Cycle SDLC 


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center OUHSC 


Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange WEDI 
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Dashboard - Phase I Mar-11 Mar-11 Apr-11 Apr-11 May-11 Jun-11 Jun-11 Jul-11 Aug-11 
OE Business Rules, Use Case & 
Process Documentation Gap and 
Remediation 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 
Apr-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


May-11 
May-11 May-11 May-11 May-11 


OE Core Data Gap Analysis & 
Required Remediation  Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Rules Engine & Process 
Development for Commercial 
Carriers 


Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    
Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Dashboard Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru 


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Federal Level Data Feeds Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


State Level Data Feeds Phase II Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Carrier Enrollment Application 
Interfaces Mar-11 Mar-11 


Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Approved Benefit Package System Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Commercial Premium Process Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


May-11 
thru    


Jun-11 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Online Enrollment Enhancement for 
Private Carrier Intake Oct-11 Nov-11 


Dec-11    
thru     


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 


Apr-11   
thru   


Sep-12 


Oct-12   
thru   


Nov-12 
Dec-12 Jan-13 Jan-13 


IRS  Processes Mar-11 Apr-11 
Apr-11   
thru    


Jun-11 
Jul-11 


Aug-11   
thru   


Sep-11 


Oct-11   
thru   


Nov-11 
Jan-13 Dec-12 Jan-13 


WIC Integration Mar-11 Apr-11 
Mar-11    
thru    


Apr-11 


May-11    
thru    


Jun-11 


Jul-11   
thru   


Mar-12 


Apr-12   
thru     


Jun-12 
Jul-12 Aug-12 Aug-12 
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Insure Oklahoma Individual Plan 
integration with OE Feb-11 Feb-11 Mar-11 


Mar-11   
thru   


Apr-11 


May-11   
thru   


Dec-11 


Dec-11   
thru   


Feb-12 
Mar-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Call Center for Exchange Jul-11 Jul-11 Mar-12 Apr-12 
May-12   
thru   


Oct-12 
Nov-12 Dec-13 Jan-13 Jan-13 


Phase I Federal Level Data Feeds Jul-11 Aug-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 
Oct-11    
thru    


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 
Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Phase I State Level Data Feeds Jul-11 Aug-11 Aug-11 Sep-11 
Oct-11    
thru    


Jan-12 


Feb-12   
thru   


Mar-12 
Apr-12 May-12 Jun-12 


Harmonized eMPI Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


Jun-11   
thru   


Aug-11 


Sep-11   
thru   


Nov-11 


Dec-11   
thru     


Jan-12 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Mar-12 


Harmonized eMPx Mar-11 Mar-11 
Apr-11    
thru    


May-11 


Jun-11   
thru   


Aug-11 


Sep-11   
thru   


Nov-11 


Dec-11   
thru     


Jan-12 
Feb-12 Mar-12 Mar-12 


 







Attachment H:  
Key Personnel  


Name Title Division Agency Education Experience* 


Lynn Puckett 
Contract Services 


Director 
Information 


Services OHCA BS 19 yrs 6 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: accountable for the fulfillment of data processing performed by the contracted fiscal agent, 
including equipment selection and purchase, systems analysis, programming, machine room operations and data entry, 
establishes priorities for systems development and data processing projects in accordance with departmental 
requirements; develops plans for future utilization of data processing services in the overall agency program, provide 
for liaison with users of data processing services; develops improved techniques and methods for agency activities 
making more efficient use of data processing techniques to complement other processes 


Richard Evans 


Eligibility 
Automation and 
Data Integrity 


Manager 


Information 
Services OHCA BA 13 yrs 8 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: create, implement, and manage a new automated Information Technology (IT) eligibility 
system for Title XIX and Title XXI Medicaid programs, provide advanced program and technical leadership, represent a 
state agency on various internal and external working committees, provide expert advice and recommendation on 
integrating IT programs with other business programs, track performance metrics including solution performance, 
capacity and other key metrics through the lifecycle of eligibility products developed by the unit   


Andy Chase 
Data Processing 


Analyst / Planning 
Specialist IV 


Information 
Services OHCA BS 11 yrs 5 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: supervises a group of DP Analyst/Planning Specialist I and II and fiscal agent system 
engineers and business analysts that performs planning and analysis and implementation of various data processing 
plans,  performs a wide range of analysis related to a complete operating system which involves the coordination of 
multiple projects to completion, strong emphasis is placed on coordinating policy and identifying user needs, then 
developing adequate systems design and implementation plans to meet those needs 


Matt Lucas 
Director of Insure 


Oklahoma 
Program 


Insure Oklahoma OHCA MBA 20 yrs 5 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: builds collaborative working relationships with diverse groups (e.g. insurance agent 
associations, trade associations, other state agencies, local agencies and advocacy groups), develops and implements 
long term goals, programs and initiatives that will have statewide impact, develops infrastructure within OHCA in order 
to oversee and coordinate with other interagency functions, coordinates with other state, federal and community 
agencies 


Derek Lieser 
Chief Project 


Manager 


CMS 
Establishment 


Grant for 
Exchanges 


ODMHSAS grantee MPH 6 yrs 10 mos 


1 







Attachment H:  
Key Personnel  


2 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects, participates 
in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or government agency 
officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, participates in the 
establishment of integrated strategies and policies  


Nicole 
Prieto Johns 


Chief Project 
Manager 


CMS 
Establishment 


Grant for 
Exchanges 


ODMHSAS grantee MPA 7 yrs 1 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects, participates 
in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or government agency 
officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, participates in the 
establishment of integrated strategies and policies  


Adolph Maren 
Senior Planning 
Coordinator / 


Project Manager 


Policy, Planning 
and Integrity OHCA MA 3 yrs 9 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: responsible for coordinating the systematic planning and development of projects as well 
as their prioritization in such areas as policy impact, information systems needs, and reporting by the unit and division 
for data analysis and statistical reporting,  facilitates the development of complex projects  


Buffy Heater 
Planning and 
Development 


Manager 


Policy, Planning 
and Integrity OHCA MPH 8 yrs 4 mos 


QUALIFICATIONS / SKILLS**: provides oversight and guidance in planning and the development of projects for the 
agency, participates in the identification of key strategic opportunities, and interfaces with executive staff, staff, and/or 
government agency officials in the representation and development of strategic projects, planning, and programs, 
participates in the establishment of integrated strategies and policies for the agency, manages and leads a team of 
professionals in performing planning services for the agency, coordinates the strategic planning efforts of the agency 
with the planning efforts of the unit 


* Years of experience include those consecutive years working at the OHCA. Additional experience outside of the OHCA 
may apply. 


** Qualifications and skills listed are applicable to the person's current position. Additional qualifications and skills may 
apply. 


 
























































































































































































































































































































































distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Steve Mullins
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:23 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson  
Cc: Dustin Huffman  
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of the
email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a chance
to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the state-
run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only logical
decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia. They're
telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke
for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation in
this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
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Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal health
care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance exchange in
Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of
Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition for
taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people in
one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith
said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With
benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors
seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build online
marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can shop for
health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-income
people.
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a
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state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:33 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ICYMI
 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson  
Cc: Dustin Huffman  
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of the
email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a chance
to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the state-
run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only logical
decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia. They're
telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke
for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation in
this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
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Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal health
care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance exchange in
Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of
Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition for
taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people in
one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith
said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With
benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors
seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build online
marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can shop for
health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-income
people.
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a
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state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Fallin and Barresi celebrate Early Liberal Awareness Week.
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 12:59:44 PM

 
 

From: Jason Nelson [mailto:Jason.Nelson@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2011 12:51 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fwd: Fallin and Barresi celebrate Early Liberal Awareness Week.
 
 

Jason Nelson
State Representative
 
Capitol: (405) 557-7335
Oklahoma State Capitol, Room 301
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
District:
4117 NW 58th St. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
 
State: jason.nelson@okhouse.gov
Personal: jason@jasonnelson.us
State Website: www.okhouse.gov/district87
Blog: www.jasonnelsonok.blogspot.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: Oklahomans for Liberty <david@libertyok.com>
Date: September 28, 2011 12:07:10 PM CDT
To: Jason Nelson <Jason.Nelson@okhouse.gov>
Subject: Fallin and Barresi celebrate Early Liberal Awareness Week.
Reply-To: Oklahomans for Liberty <david@libertyok.com>

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.
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Maybe I'm wrong, but didn't Oklahoma elect a Republican as our Governor and State

Superintendent last November?

I ask, because I swear the words I heard last week about Oklahoma signing up for

Obama's Race to the Top grant came from Brad Henry and Sandy Garrett. Oh never

mind, it was Republican Mary Fallin and Republican Janet Barresi celebrating the

wonders of Race to the Top (RTTT).

And now today we hear from (surprise, surprise) Fred Morgan from the State Chamber

saying that getting millions from Obama's RTTT is a good thing.

Well, Mary and Janet, let's sit down and chat for a moment. I know one of President

Obama's top bundler's gave each of your campaigns thousands of dollars ($3500 to

Fallin and $1000 to Barresi). And since this tried and true liberal Democrat, George

Kaiser, is in deep water with the whole Solyndra boondoggle, it might make sense that

you stop catering to Mr. Kaiser's wishes to IMPLEMENT BARACK OBAMA'S, LIBERAL,

OVERREACHING, FEDERAL MINGLING, DUMB OUR KIDS DOWN EVEN FURTHER,

EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE!

Besides, and I know you really don't care about what us lowly Oklahoma citizens think,

but a recent Sooner Poll on this issue said 2 to 1 that we would much prefer you work to

find a way for Oklahomans to take care of our own early childhood education, and not

have to rely on that pesky federal government plan.

I thought the people of Oklahoma made it clear with the Obamacare Health Exchange

debacle that we have a simple rule about federal dollars...  It it has strings attached,

SEND IT BACK!

Now Mary, Janet, and Fred, this may be one time to actually LOOK and SEE what

Texas has to say about RTTT.  Here's Governor Perry on why Texas was the first to

reject the federal dollars.

 
"Why should a state that has steadily improved the rigor of its own K-12 curriculum be
forced to adopt national curriculum standards that have not been developed and could
wind up being weaker than what we already have in place?" Gov. Rick Perry.

So basically, RTTT could possibly cost the state more than the grant we will get, the

money is not guaranteed to be there so we might on the hook for even MORE, and there

is no proof that RTTT actually improves the education of our children.  Sounds like a

winner to me!

I know Gov. Fallin and Supt. Barresi live in this State Chamber surrounded circle of yes

men and women, but it's time that our elected leaders hear from the people who elected

them.  Please call Gov. Fallin at (405) 521-2342 and Supt. Janet Barresi at (405) 521-

3301 and tell them that taking federal money for Race to the Top is a bad idea for
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Oklahoma and a bad idea for our children.

And be sure to call your State Representative and Senator and ask them to oppose

Race to the Top as well.  If it's got strings attach, then we must SEND IT BACK! (Find

your legislator here)

Sincerely,

David Tackett

Oklahomans for Liberty

| follow on Twitter          |       forward to a friend

Copyright © 2011 Oklahomans for Liberty, All rights reserved. 
You received this email because you are a member of the

Oklahoma State Legislature. 

Our mailing address is:
Oklahomans for Liberty

PO Box 140725

Broken Arrow, OK 74014

Add us to your address book

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else
is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any
action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The Oklahoma
House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus free, and
disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by
opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against the
House by doing so.
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Melody, 

Keili McEwen 
melod• 
FW: FAQ"s: Info on the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange 
Tuesday, March 29, 20111:20:00 PM 

In response to your email, I am including in this email five frequently asked quest ions and their 

answers that will help shed more light on the Health Insurance Exchange. 

Sincerely, 

Keili McEwen 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange: 

5 Frequently Asked Questions 

• What is a health insurance exchange? 

Health insurance exchanges are online portals where consumers can get information about 
various health insurance plans, compare p1ices and ultimately purchase health insurance. Tue 
Oklahoma-based exchange that Governor Maiy Fallin supports will be a patient-centered, pre
market exchange consistent with her conservative values. The purpose of the exchange will be to 
empower consumers with information and to use free market principles to contain health insurance 
costs. 

Tue premiere conse1vative think tank in the nation, the Heritage Foundation, supp01ts the 
creation of these exchanges. In a March 21 , 2011 document entitled "A State Lawmaker 's Guide to 
Health Insurance Exchanges." the Heritage Foundation outlines the necessity of developing a state 
exchange in the immediate funu-e. 

• What happens if Oklahoma does not establish its own exchange? 

If a state does not establish its own health insurance exchange, the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA, also known as "ObainaCare") mandates that President Obaina's 
HHS Secretary is required to establish a federally mn exchange in that state. As the Heritage 
Foundation writes, " ... the sooner a state declares 'non-compliance' with the PPACA, the sooner 
HHS will build an exchange in that state to act as a federal insurance regulator." In other words, a 
state that does not build its own insurance exchange is resigning itself to the presence of a 
federally designed, federally nm exchange. 

Tue best way to ward off a federal takeover of that kind if to pursue what the Heritage 
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Foundation calls “defensive” reform efforts to block federal interference. One of those defensive
efforts is the creation of a market-based exchange that Governor Fallin and other conservative
lawmakers are seeking to create.
 

·         President Obama says he supports exchanges and one element of ObamaCare is the
creation of a federal exchange. How can exchanges be a conservative idea?

The Heritage Foundation writes:
Consumer-Centered Exchanges vs. ObamaCare Exchanges

            “The first point to understand is that the entire design for health insurance exchanges in
the PPACA is a perversion of the core concept of what is an otherwise sound approach to
improving health insurance markets. … It is important to recognize that it is ObamaCare’s
perversion of the exchanges, not the original concept itself, that is the problem. … Consequently,
the PPACA’s misappropriation of the term ‘health insurance exchange’ should not deter state
lawmakers from pursuing their own defined-contribution, market-based reforms that employ state
exchanges to perform purely administrative functions.”
 

·         How much will it cost to build a health insurance exchange in Oklahoma? How will
we pay for it?

            Cost estimates vary based on the composition and governance of the exchange. Currently,
the plans for an Oklahoma exchange are in their infancy. HB 2130, which the governor is asking
lawmakers to support, creates a governing board for the Oklahoma exchange which will, over the
course of the next months and years, answer that question. The governor’s office and the state
department of health are also holding regular “stakeholder meetings” to allow consumers, industry
professionals and concerned citizens to weigh in on what they would like to see in an exchange.
            Currently, it will be a challenge for the state of Oklahoma to afford the cost of
implementing and maintaining a health insurance exchange on its own. The state is facing a $500
million budget shortfall and cuts to the department of health are expected to be at least 3% in the
next fiscal year.
            Fortunately, Oklahoma has received a $54 million Early Innovator Grant from the federal
government. That does not mean, however, it will cost $54 million to establish and run an
exchange. Governor Fallin plans on returning any money the state does not use.
 

·         Does accepting federal money mean that Oklahoma is agreeing to implement
ObamaCare?

            No. The Early Innovator Grant was awarded to Oklahoma to be used to build a state-based
exchange. The Oklahoma legislature had already passed a bill authorizing the creation of such an
exchange; the grant simply provides the money needed to fund it. Governor Fallin will not
support any legislation that forces ObamaCare on the state of Oklahoma.
             
 
 
 
From: Melody Passmore [mailto: ] 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 5:14 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Re: Obama Health Care funds
 
 
 
Thank you Keili for responding for the governor.  What it sounds like you are saying is that you are
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taking the money to implement obamacare now, in case it doesn't go away, and using it to create an

"Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange".   Is that correct?

 
I may have misunderstood what you wrote but that sure is what it sounds like.  If so, there are so many

ways that is wrong that I am even more deeply troubled.  First of all if the exchange is a good idea,

then Oklahoma should come up with the money to implement it.  Not sure why the insurance

companies that want to access it can't pay a fee to support the personnel to run it but then I must be

simplifying the idea.   Second, DO NOT TAKE the MONEY from the federal government.  By taking the

money now you are only making it harder to get rid of the program. Please show some moxy and stand

up to the feds!   Obama and his crew are counting on the state's fear that they can't provide for their

own and have to run to big brother!   Oklahoma needs to be different and set the pace.  NO MORE

business as usual which is what it sounds like you are doing.  Come on, think out of the box!

 
PLEASE correct me if I am wrong!

 
Sincerely,

Melody Passmore

----- Original Message -----

From: Keili McEwen

To: melody

Sent: Monday, March 28, 2011 2:34 PM

Subject: RE: Obama Health Care funds

 
Dear Melody:

 
Thank you for your email to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health

Exchange Grant.   Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to respond. 
 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where
costs are reduced,  insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs, and
where all insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is an exchange
that Governor Fallin, along with the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner, John Doak, and our
state’s legislative leadership are committed to creating.  As you may know, the idea of an
Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.  In 2009, the Oklahoma Legislature
passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where
consumers could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online
location.  We now plan to build on the already authorized exchange in an effort to expand
access to quality, private health insurance for our citizens.

 
Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, and will continue to work to have it overturned. 
However, if this effort proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement the
provisions outlined in ObamaCare.  Therefore, accepting the grant funding in advance of the
2013 deadline for implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national model for
providing citizens with quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles without
interference from the federal government.
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all work
together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share
your thoughts and views with us.
 
Sincerely,
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Keili McEwen
Director of Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
From: Melody Passmore [mailto:melody ] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 12:12 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Obama Health Care funds
 
Governor Fallin,

 
I respectfully ask you to keep your word and decline any money for the state of Oklahoma coming from

federally funded "obamacare".    I had concerns that you were "in the middle" and not really fiscally

responsible.  Please don't prove me correct.  You got my vote this last election but I guarantee you

that I will make phone calls, knock on doors, and spend money to make sure you are NOT re-elected.  

People are watching, politics is not as usual and if you and the likes of Jim Inhofe think so, you will

think again come election day!  You are supposed to be the voice of the people.  NO OBAMACARE for

OKLAHOMA!!!!!

 
I am a 55 yr old that has not actively participated in elections other than school bds until this past

year.  I won't stop till I drop now and my adult children are now doing the same!   Times are changing!

 
Respectfully,

Melody Passmore

Claremore, OK  74019
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From: Kaleb Bennett
To: branan@oksenate.gov
Subject: FW: Federal Health Care Legislation
Date: Thursday, October 06, 2011 11:22:00 AM

Kathy,
 
Below is what we sent Mr. Dietz.  I’ve not heard from him as to whether he has any more questions
or not.  If I do I’ll be sure to let you know.
 
Take care,
 
KB
 

From: Keili McEwen 
Sent: Wednesday, October 05, 2011 4:18 PM
To: w5ghz
Cc: Kaleb Bennett
Subject: Federal Health Care Legislation
 
Dear Mr. Dietz:
 
I am responding to your request for more information about Governor Fallin’s efforts
concerning the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, sometimes referred to as
“Obama Care”.
 
Last November, Oklahomans overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative stating that the
federal government cannot force our private citizens to purchase health insurance. Governor
Fallin agrees that a federal mandate is unconstitutional and wrong.  Therefore, she and
Attorney General Scott Pruitt added Oklahoma to the list of states that are now challenging
the President’s health care law in court.  I have included below the text from a press release
sent from our office regarding this legislation earlier this year.    
 
If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

 
Sincerely,
 
Keili McEwen
Director of Public Affairs
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
------
PRESS RELEASE TEXT:
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Governor Mary Fallin Issues Statement on
Anniversary of Federal Health Care Law Passage

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin issued the following statement today regarding
the one year anniversary of the passage of the federal health care law. While in Congress,
Fallin voted against the bill.
 
She supports the national effort to repeal and replace the law with legislation as well as the
legal effort to have the bill struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court. Oklahoma is one of the
many states that filed a legal challenge to the federal law.
 
Fallin’s statement:
 
            “A year ago today, President Obama signed into law one of the most ill-conceived
pieces of legislation to have ever come from Washington, D.C.: the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. ‘ObamaCare,’ as it has come to be known, is both an assault on our
constitutional liberties and a burden on our already struggling economy.
            “In Oklahoma, the law stands to impose approximately $441 million in unfunded
mandates on our state government at a time when we are already struggling to balance our
budget and pull our economy out of a recession. And unlike the federal government, we can’t
print money or borrow it from China – those funds will come directly out of other
government programs in Oklahoma.
            “I was proud to be one of the 65 percent of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to
pass an amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution designed to block the ‘individual mandate’
contained within the federal health care law. As governor, I continue to offer my full support
to our attorney general, who is leading our legal challenge against ObamaCare, as well as the
national effort to repeal and replace the law.”   
 

###
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: FINALLY: Obama Court Date TOMORROW - Take Action!
Date: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 1:11:29 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: FINALLY: Obama Court Date TOMORROW - Take Action!
 

 

Obama's First Court Date on Eligibility is TOMORROW -- Tell Every Secretary of
State to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

ALERT: Barack Hussein Obama has been ORDERED to appear in court TOMORROW
-- for his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- Barack Obama has been ORDERED by a State Judge in

Georgia to appear in his courtroom TOMORROW, to defend against charges that he is

NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential Primary ballot in March -- because he's NOT a
natural-born citizen! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

We'll be watching it live, gavel-to-gavel... BUT IT MUST NOT END HERE! WE MUST
GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," by keeping him OFF of the 2012 election ballot -- and
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the Courts are allowing this argument to MOVE FORWARD...TOMORROW! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under the current cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth place

is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written was

that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of the

country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of State REMOVE

Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from running for

reelection! 

THE FIRST COURT CASE IS TOMORROW in Georgia -- And Obama has been
ORDERED to appear at it! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW! 
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SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

In my own home State of Georgia, this key court case here is moving forward

quickly. David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under Georgia law

challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for the office of

President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to dismiss. But on

January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

Then, when Obama's lawyers tried to quash the subpoena ordering him to appear in

court this Thursday... the judge REJECTED their request!

"In a surprising ruling Friday, a Georgia state administrative judge declined to
quash a subpoena directing Obama to attend a hearing Thursday at the
Fulton County courthouse on a challenge to strike him from the Georgia
ballot this fall on claims he is not a natural born U.S. citizen... Lawyers for
those pursuing the challenges recently issued a subpoena for Obama to
attend the upcoming hearing. Obama's legal team filed a motion to quash
the subpoena, but Malihi declined. In his order, Malihi noted that Obama's
legal team had argued that no president should be compelled to attend a
court hearing."

THAT'S RIGHT: OBAMA HAS BEEN ORDERED TO APPEAR IN COURT! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to

challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of

President. This ruling ensures that the Georgia court will be the first court to address the

substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges

to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to address the

substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, we can WIN. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162 (1875), the U.S.

Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
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Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

THIS IS OUR CHANCE TO FINALLY WIN! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. There are several other States, like New Hampshire and

Alabama, where suits have also been filed; but to make sure that this strategy is

successful across America, we need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES

pouring into the offices of every one of the Secretaries of State, since even if we win in

the courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who

qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE NEED TO HEAR FROM US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE
KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Obama has been ordered to appear in court TOMORROW -- Is it really possible to

finally win a challenge to Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
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AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO REMOVE OBAMA

FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT eligible to serve under the U.S.

Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR personalized messages, and help

us spread the word with our new nation-wide advertising campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President are launching ACROSS AMERICA -- in just ONE WEEK! We need YOUR
help to run these ads all across America! 

FIRST on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television networks... then

in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are about to learn

how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born
citizen! 

LISTEN TO OUR BRAND-NEW RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia is scheduled for TOMORROW! This would NOT have been possible without

the vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every single Secretary of State in

all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from their States'

presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office under Article II,

Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here. Thank you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7292

23060

http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7668254:10961566718:m:1:168683179:53B56D8D1E52D500633BB869734BAB05:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7668253:10961566718:m:1:168683179:53B56D8D1E52D500633BB869734BAB05:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7668254:10961566718:m:1:168683179:53B56D8D1E52D500633BB869734BAB05:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7668248:10961566718:m:1:168683179:53B56D8D1E52D500633BB869734BAB05:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7668255:10961566718:m:1:168683179:53B56D8D1E52D500633BB869734BAB05:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7668256:10961566718:m:1:168683179:53B56D8D1E52D500633BB869734BAB05:r


If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7292
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm@  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see the links below.

TO ADVERTISE
For information on advertising, please contact Newsmax Advertising Sales via email.

TO SUBSCRIBE
If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up, please click here.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Fla."s Scott: We Won"t Implement Obamacare; Iran Targets US, Israeli Sites for Bombing
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:48:49 AM

IS OKLAHOMA???? PLEASE ADVISE> THANKS. JUDY EARNHEART
 
From: Newsmax.com
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 7:31 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Fla.'s Scott: We Won't Implement Obamacare; Iran Targets US, Israeli Sites for Bombing
 

Breaking News from Newsmax.com

Gov. Rick Scott Tells Newsmax: Florida Won't Implement Medicaid
Expansion of Obamacare

Special: What Your Tongue Says About Your Thyroid. See the Photo.

Officials: Iran Plotting to Bomb US, Israeli Targets Overseas

Record 8.7 Million Taking Federal Disability Under Obama

More Links:

Shocking New Truth About Reagan’s Berlin Wall Speech — See Video
Now

URGENT: Wall Street Whistle Blower Warns of Meltdown – See His
Uncensored Interview.
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: FLOTUS pool report from Iowa
Date: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 6:15:19 PM

 

From: Jacobs, Jennifer 
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 5:46 PM
Subject: pool report from Iowa
 

About 400 people gathered at the community center in Windsor Heights, Iowa, to see First Lady Michelle
Obama, who urged the invitation-only audience of campaign volunteers to stay focused and fired up because it
could be a very tight race.
“I just want you to remember that in the end, this all could come down to those last few thousand people that we
register to vote. It could all come down to those few thousand folks we need to help to get to the polls in
November. On the sixth of November," said Obama, dressed in a sleeveless floral dress with matching earrings,
added: “I have said this before, Iowa, and you’ve heard me say it. He cannot do this alone. He needs you to help
him.”
“We’ll help!” a woman yelled back.
The first lady never mentioned Mitt Romney, the likely GOP nominee, but repeatedly stressed that her husband
has a “core” of values. The problems that cross a president’s desk “are always the hard ones, the problems with
no easy solutions, the judgment calls where the stakes are so high and there is no margin for error,” she said.
“In the end, when you’re making those impossible choices, it all boils down to who you are and what you stand
for. And we all know who my husband is,” Obama said. 
The first lady met privately with campaign donors and a few selected top grassroots organizers, including former
Lt. Gov. Patty Judge and Iowa Democratic Party Chairwoman Sue Dvorsky, before she took the stage for 20
minutes.
Introducing the first lady was CeCe Ibson, 48, of Des Moines, who told her personal story about why she’s
grateful for the federal health care reform law that requires insurers to cover people with pre-existing conditions.
Ibson, a lawyer, said she had good health care coverage while she was caring for her husband, Jay Wagner,
before he died of cancer in 2009. Then she lost her job, and she couldn’t find a company willing to insure her,
partly because of a pre-existing condition: degenerative disc disease.
Ibson is now in one of the insurance pools for people with pre-existing conditions.
Ibson said told her story on caucus night in her Beaverdale precinct, and an Obama campaign official who heard
it asked her to repeat it today for the first lady’s audience.
“I’ve yet to hear from a person who’s lost their insurance who thinks what people call ‘Obamacare’ is a bad idea,”
Ibson said earlier as she waited in line for the Secret Service security check. “I was 45 years old with two children
when I lost mine. You don’t think it’s going to happen to you until it does.”
“I want to say two words my husband and I cannot say enough, and that is thank you,” she said.
Obama hailed the volunteers for putting in long hours to make calls, register voters and to give “folks the
information they need about the issues they care about.” 
“I understand we that now have volunteers in all 99 counties of this state,” she said. “That is amazing.”
She urged the volunteers to reach out. “We bring folks from all different backgrounds into this democratic
process, right? And that’s how we did it four years ago and that’s how we’re going to get it done again today,”
she said. 
The crowd chanted: “FOUR MORE YEARS.”
Obama said she knows there’s a reason they’re devoting their lives to the campaign. 
“It’s not just because we want to win an election. We’re doing this because of the values we believe in,” she said. 
She said they want children to have schools that inspire them and prepare them for good jobs, clean air and safe
streets, and a world that’s peaceful and secure. They want their parents and grandparents to retire with dignity. 
“We believe that hard work should pay off and that everybody should do their fair share and play by the same
rules,” she said. “And really those are basic American values.”
The first lady said those were the values she grew up with, living in “a little bitty apartment on the south side of
Chicago” with a father who worked a blue-collar job at the city water plant. And her husband grew up with a
single mom who struggled to pay her bills, and a grandmother who woke before dawn to catch a bus to her job at
a bank.
“That’s what you need to tell people with ever door you knock on, with every call you make, with every
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conversation you have. You need to tell people our values. Tell them everything that’s at stake next November.
You tell them how Barack was for tax cuts for working families and small businesses. … Remember Barack had
the backs of American workers.”
She praised the health care reform law, the end of the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell” policy on gays in the military, the
Lilly Ledbetter Fay Pay Act – and efforts to make college more affordable. 
“Tell them that,” she said with a grin. “Please tell them that.” 
Among those there to see the first lady were state Rep. Ako Abdul-Samad, D-Des Moines; Ed Barnes, the
executive director of Willke House, which runs programs for black children; and campaign volunteers or
Democratic activists such as Ann Jackson of Des Moines, Carline Phillips of Waukee, Kimberly Jones of Des
Moines, Sam Reno of Des Moines, and Frances Colston of West Des Moines.
She exited at 5:07 p.m. central. 
-Submitted by pooler Jennifer Jacobs, chief politics reporter at The Des Moines Register

 

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Follow up links on state exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:37:18 PM

 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail50.us1.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Follow up links on state exchanges
 

Follow up materials from the state leaders call  on state exchanges Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

 

State Leaders Call

Follow up on conference call for state leaders
about issues, options, and protections against ObamaCare exchanges

November 22, 2011

Thank you for joining us for a very informative discussion with leading state officials from

Wisconsin, Utah, Louisiana, and Florida about their strategies involving health

exchanges. The one common theme is that each state is doing what it believes is best

for its citizens, regardless of ObamaCare mandates.

Our guest speakers were

Dennis Smith

Secretary of Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services
Robert Spendlove

Director of policy for Utah Governor Gary Herbert
Bruce Greenstein
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Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Jenn Ungru

Deputy chief of staff for Florida Gov. Rick Scott

Here are some resources mentioned on the call:

“Another ObamaCare Glitch”

Michael Cannon and Jonathan Adler, The Wall Street Journal
“JCT: ObamaCare's Subsidies Remove 8 Million More Americans from the
Tax Rolls”

Avik Roy, Forbes
“Georgia panel looks into health insurance exchange”

Guy Gugliotta, The Washington Post
“Louisiana to opt out of health insurance exchanges in federal law”

Jan Moller, The Times-Picayune
Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange
This website is a prototype for the Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange and

demonstrates how health insurance may be purchased starting on January 1,

2014.

Utah Health Exchange

Thanks again for joining us. We will notify you soon about the timing and topic for our

next call. Happy Thanksgiving!

Grace-Marie Turner

Galen Institute

www.galen.org

Merrill Matthews

Institute for Policy Innovation

www.ipi.org

Tracie Sharp

State Policy Network

www.spn.org

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Prieto Johns, Nicole S.
Subject: FW: Follow up links on state exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:57:00 PM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail50.us1.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Follow up links on state exchanges
 

Follow up materials from the state leaders call  on state exchanges Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

 

State Leaders Call

Follow up on conference call for state leaders
about issues, options, and protections against ObamaCare exchanges

November 22, 2011

Thank you for joining us for a very informative discussion with leading state officials from

Wisconsin, Utah, Louisiana, and Florida about their strategies involving health

exchanges. The one common theme is that each state is doing what it believes is best

for its citizens, regardless of ObamaCare mandates.

Our guest speakers were
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Dennis Smith

Secretary of Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services
Robert Spendlove

Director of policy for Utah Governor Gary Herbert
Bruce Greenstein

Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
Jenn Ungru

Deputy chief of staff for Florida Gov. Rick Scott

Here are some resources mentioned on the call:

“Another ObamaCare Glitch”

Michael Cannon and Jonathan Adler, The Wall Street Journal
“JCT: ObamaCare's Subsidies Remove 8 Million More Americans from the
Tax Rolls”

Avik Roy, Forbes
“Georgia panel looks into health insurance exchange”

Guy Gugliotta, The Washington Post
“Louisiana to opt out of health insurance exchanges in federal law”

Jan Moller, The Times-Picayune
Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange
This website is a prototype for the Wisconsin Health Insurance Exchange and

demonstrates how health insurance may be purchased starting on January 1,

2014.

Utah Health Exchange

Thanks again for joining us. We will notify you soon about the timing and topic for our

next call. Happy Thanksgiving!

Grace-Marie Turner

Galen Institute

www.galen.org

Merrill Matthews

Institute for Policy Innovation

www.ipi.org

Tracie Sharp

State Policy Network

www.spn.org

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org
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From: Craig Perry
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: For Immediate Release-House Democratic Leader Inman"s Comments on Gov. Fallin"s Rejection of

Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 3:50:07 PM
Attachments: image003.png

This didn’t go out on House distribution so just making sure you see this…
 
 
 

 
 

Oklahoma House of Representatives
November 19, 2012

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release:
Contact:  Democratic Leader Scott Inman
Capitol:  (405) 557-5370
 
 

House Democratic Leader Inman’s
Comments on Gov. Fallin’s Rejection of

Medicaid Expansion
 

The Oklahoma House of Representatives’ Democratic
Leadership releases the following statement in response to
Governor Fallin’s decision to reject an expansion of Medicaid and an
Oklahoma solution to health care exchanges mandated under the
Affordable Care Act:
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Democratic Leader Scott Inman (D-Del City) stated: “On behalf
of the hundreds of thousands of uninsured Oklahomans; the
businesses, doctors and hospitals who are drowning in the costs of
their uncompensated care; and the Oklahoma taxpayer who
ultimately foots the bill for those uninsured through higher taxes
and increased medical costs, House Democratic leaders are deeply
disappointed and frustrated that Governor Fallin and Republican
Leaders have today decided to play politics with the lives, health
care and pocket books of thousands of Oklahoma citizens.
 

The Governor’s decision will ensure that nearly 200,000
Oklahoma men, women and children will be unable to get the health
care they need. Because other states around the country have
decided to seek health care coverage for their citizens, Oklahoma
Republican leaders have created a situation where Oklahoma tax
dollars will be sent to places like Maryland, Rhode Island and
California to insure their citizens while the poorest uninsured
Oklahomans will continue to go without health insurance.
 

Likewise, by refusing to revisit the issue of health care
exchanges, Governor Fallin has violated one of her principle
campaign promises: to do everything in her power to fight federal
government interference in the Sooner State. Instead of allowing
Oklahomans to establish and create an Oklahoma health care
exchange, she and Republican leaders have simply extended the
invitation to the Obama administration to come to our state and do
it for us. While many in the House Democratic Caucus may not have
supported all of the provisions of the new health care law, we are
realistic and understand that Republican House Speaker John
Boehner’s (R-Ohio) words ring true. Whether we like it or not, ‘it’s
the law of the land.’
 

We respected Governor Fallin’s decision to wait until after the
November Presidential election before moving forward with her
plans on the Medicaid expansion, as well as the establishment of the
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health care exchanges. Presumably, if Governor Romney had
prevailed, Oklahoma would have been poised to support the
decision our Governor has announced today. However, since the
election ended with a vastly different result, we had hoped our
state’s leaders would put politics aside and do everything in their
power to ensure whatever is established in Oklahoma is done with
the control and input of Oklahomans.”
 

It was recently reported that in order to make her decision,
Governor Fallin took a series of public opinion polls to measure the
political winds. Inman went on to say, “House Democrats believe
leaders shouldn’t govern by sticking one’s finger in the wind, but
instead with the knowledge, courage and fortitude to do what’s
right, even when it may not be politically popular. It would appear
that the Governor and Republican leaders have ignored the
uninsured in our state, as well as the conservative Republican
business people from the hospital and medical community who
vociferously encouraged her to make the right choice.  Instead, the
focus, it appears, is on protecting their right flank from attack in the
next election.”
 

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying,
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received
as being virus free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer
virus exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or
recourse against the House by doing so.
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: For the Gov of God
Date: Thursday, June 09, 2011 9:39:00 AM

Tammie, have you been getting emails like this?  We got a whole bunch of them yesterday.  Should I just send
them to you?  We can’t really respond to a scheduling request.
 
Keili
 

From: Cris Kurtz  
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2011 9:49 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Fwd: For the Gov of God
 
 
 
In God We Trust,

Cris Kurtz

Tulsa, OK 74170

www.KurtzDesignStudio.com
www.TheUSAPatriots.com

Ms Keili, 
Would you please see that The Honorable Governor Mary Fallin considers joining Governor Perry in declaring a day of
prayer and fasting for our nation on August 6, 2011? Thank you. 

A Very Concerned Oklahoma Citizen,
Cris Kurtz

Tulsa, OK 74170

 
 

 

 

 

Share with Friends | | June 08, 2011 | Permalink

For the Gov of God

It won't be football season, but people will still be flocking to the home of the
Houston Texans this summer. On August 6, Gov. Rick Perry (R-Texas) will be
celebrating prayer on his turf with an all-day event at Reliant Stadium. "The
Response," which Perry is co-hosting with our friends at the American Family
Association (AFA), couldn't come at a better time. Since early spring, the ACLU has
been on the graduation circuit, trying to spook students out of their First Amendment
rights. Just last weekend, a judge promised to jail seniors at Medina Valley High
School for even mentioning the word "amen." Come August 6, there won't be a prison
big enough to hold the 71,500 people who will be calling on God in public. "Given
the trials that beset our nation and world," Perry said, "I believe it's time to convene
the leaders from each of our United States in a day of prayer and fasting... I urge all
Americans of faith to pray on that day for the healing of our country, the rebuilding
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of our communities and the restoration of enduring values as our guiding force."
As part of the event, Perry extended a special invitation to the other 49 governors to
join him in Houston. Already, Gov. Sam Brownback (R-Kans.) is on board, and three
others--Govs. Rick Scott (R-Fla.), Nikki Haley (R-S.C.) and Christine Gregoire (D-
Wash.)--are following up with days of prayer in their own states. FRC will help get
the prayers rolling during our third annual Call 2 Fall on July 3. You can help give
Texas a head-start on their summer event by logging on to our website and joining
the 759,000 people already signed up to ask God's blessing on our land during the
July 4th weekend.
As Texans know, this isn't the first time Gov. Perry has set aside a day of prayer in
the state, but the Secular Coalition for America is hoping it will be his last.
Predictably, SCA and other groups are trotting out the same old tired arguments about
the "separation of church and state" to blast the rally. Barry Lynn's faith police even
went so far as to claim that it's "never OK for government officials to use their
positions to meddle in religion." That's interesting, given that almost every president--
including our current one--has called the nation to its knees in a time of solemn
assembly. In fact, Thomas Jefferson, whose words these organizations twist to make
their phony case, declared that the " power to prescribe any religious exercise... [rests]
with the States." And last month, all 50 of them took advantage of it by issuing
proclamations celebrating the National Day of Prayer. One thing "that must never
change" in America, Ronald Reagan said, is that men and women "seek Divine
guidance in the policies of their government and the promulgation of their laws."
And Rep. Dan Burton (R-Ind.) is working to keep it that way. This week, the Indiana
Congressman introduced a bill to beat back some of faith's biggest legal challengers.
With the Public Expression of Religion Act (PERA), Rep Burton wants to clamp
down on all of the frivolous lawsuits that are trying to paralyze and silence Christians.
Right now, the ACLU and other groups can sue state and local governments over
things like religious speech and demand attorneys' fees if they prevail. If the
defendants lose, they're not only responsible for their own legal fees but the fees of
the plaintiff as well. Essentially, it gives liberals like the ACLU a financial incentive
to attack expressions of faith. Since it's so costly, state and local authorities are more
likely to cave to the demands of the ACLU rather than risk a lengthy lawsuit. PERA
would ensure that both sides shoulder their own costs, which should give leaders more
motivation to fight back. And you can help. Contact your congressmen and ask them
to cosponsor H.R. 2023!

A Berwick under the Senate's Saddle

The President can take away Indiana's Medicaid money, but he can't take their
resolve. The Hoosiers are sticking by their new law to exclude Planned Parenthood
from the state's "family planning" funds--even after the Department of Health and
Human Services threatened to hit them where it hurts. Last week, President Obama's
controversial recess appointment, Don Berwick, head of the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, ordered Indiana to abandon its law or risk losing $4 billion in
federal Medicaid funds. Marcus Barlow, a spokesman for the Hoosiers' Family and
Social Services Administration, told reporters that his office has no plans to back
down. "The way the law was written, it went into effect the moment the governor
signed it," Barlow says. "We were just advised by our lawyers that we should
continue to enforce Indiana law." Unlike the Obama administration, which won't
enforce any law it doesn't like, Hoosier leaders refuse to bend. And members of the
U.S. Senate don't blame them. As a matter of principle and states' rights, Sen. Orrin
Hatch (R-Utah) drafted a letter to Berwick defending Indiana's H.B. 1210 and
encouraged his fellow Senators to sign on. If this administration thinks Planned
Parenthood is above the law, it's up to Congress to remind them that they're not.
** It's the "Last Stop for ObamaCare before the Supreme Court!" Click over to
the Washington Examiner to see what FRC's Ken Klukowski has to say about
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the 11th Circuit Court case, which kicks off today in Atlanta.
*** In case you missed it, both of FRC's Kens--Blackwell and Klukowski--were
on the Fox Business show with Lou Dobbs talking about their blockbuster new
book, Resurgent. Check out the video from that interview below.

Family Research Council: 801 G Street N.W. Washington, D.C. 20001
P: 202/393-2100 or 800/225-4008 W: frc.org 
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From: Donna Beekman
To: Governor Info
Subject: FW: Freedom Flash: Continue to fight Obamacare at every turn
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:15:01 PM

Dear Governor Fallin, Subscribe Me!

Donna Beekman has forwarded this email to you with the following message: Governor

Fallin, As I said in a previous note here is a very good article against establishing an

exchange and not expanding Medicaid in OK. Thanks for your attention to this, Donna

Beekman

Please Note: You have NOT been added to any email lists. If you no longer wish to receive these messages, please

contact donnab@westernassociates.com.

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

We're blogging:
From the president's desk:

Time to remember the

states created the federal

government and not the

other way around

Ten steps for improving the

state budget process

 Top 5 lessons we learned

Tuesday night

If you can read this, thank

a roughneck

  The Korbe Report --

Election Edition

Forward the cause:

      

OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Heritage, Cato, OCPA analysts: Continue to fight Obamacare

at every turn

By Brandon Dutcher

Nina Owcharenko

OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan Small has long argued against

expanding Medicaid as provided for under Obamacare. I commend to your

attention his excellent new article in the Oklahoma Gazette ("Medicaid

expansion is the new SQ 744") in which he explains why common

education, higher education and various other tax consumers in Oklahoma

should wake up to the dangers posed by Medicaid expansion.

 

Now you may ask: Given President Barack Obama's reelection, what's the

point of resisting Obamacare now? After all, conventional wisdom says the

law will now stay on course. But Heritage Foundation analyst Nina

Owcharenko says this is "another example of the left's wishful thinking."

Owcharenko (pictured here at OCPA) gives several reasons that

"Obamacare is not here to stay."
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Click to read more on our blog.
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: nd-fan@live.com
Cc: tulsawendy@
Subject: FW: Freedom Flash: Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 2:30:00 PM

See #3. Very true.
 

From: Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs [mailto:dacia@ocpathink.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 8:12 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Freedom Flash: Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night
 

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here
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OCPA's daily e-mail delivering policy perspectives each weekday.
 

Top 5 lessons we learned Tuesday night
 

By Tina Korbe Dzurisin

The results of any election -- let alone those of an election of "historic

proportions," as this election was so frequently billed -- can be mined for

insights for weeks, months and years to come. It's unlikely, then, that what

we consider the top 5 lessons of Tuesday night now will be what we

consider to be the top 5 lessons in the final analysis. Nevertheless, now is

as good a time as any to attempt to make sense of an election that was at

once predictable and unprecedented. 

With that, we give you the list.

 

Forward this email

This email was sent to wendy.gregory@gov.ok.gov by dacia@ocpathink.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs - OCPA | 1401 N. Lincoln Blvd. | Oklahoma City | OK | 73104

23079

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=175201
mailto:nd-fan@live.com
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=ynbpsxjab&v=001Ak8mCirf2xzJOHdEd3PXt4i2wMiWbI8wBN6PsLOVgqkhGaAKUupAwKraOnEWbfSt5NYuoG9XdfLfzTtaYUscBt71q97LjTyQy3Rbd-s_WilZkaJi8IRCxg%3D%3D
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=fT_a7jgiim0&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=fT_a7jgiim0&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=fT_a7jgiim0&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=fT_a7jgiim0&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Freedom-Flash--Top-5-lessons-we-learned-Tuesday-night.html?soid=1109966423480&aid=fT_a7jgiim0#fblike
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bSrqocX4rl2mR2yIrbcwPusaMGgsEgbCzlAVTPhLGrCPlSNo4_938CJJNxuJxNiehz3mzEoUYx0zQQZ8QTYllST5c-gPe-Y-Ln4F8FcA0zKJQt6juP1ieJzN6icf6vwksX-equCqETotB_I-99BrX7E3akBsH-HDgbkMVm2xhjkTIcFGLQxA33XaY7frt0VnflUIrJjjBsKWik4XvNU3Sc3E_rgOiW7B-DWmOlYWvT2ZNmkXQQVZ-SlcPK3jhPkHqgHeMbZs5muwCgqfgtjLAqOamLRcVn43KdZplveY3t2mpWIT8VpBTW0yHhDexQY5nwSRyEIt9RYFIsymsdYiYR9nTZ-cIBf8A4cYxqbHwEDKrkKgQSKZbqQrurYwPU4wykTw77Gt4w9iQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRs5aatTYiOmsl2hZ8SnJMv1on0Ca3gcjdLWiPsjOgvPJKRc5Phfoc8NfrvIfhsJALEmj9ON-jzW_UWibqmPpUu9eXF593drA-qpU-zxdDnCZsd9Tfh4OwlI3VRvR7X0SrgcKWznWbrYwVetWFQOFp5PaumppfzRjIFKYOF2eADWSsOINJyfJIIyMcUgQIhT1eEMbnY3P0sKJKRLnTgJNh6leJ3v6tNd7b-S5b3BrsMSPI2B5PuH0Om6wDSugIvaBRpNmBIApWBWbF5oT66q5rhsPxJd_cGPWbJOXgM_C0Qvwp7GVfgZJ-oCy_8fpSRDYc4PE-Dfk0rWdLq4Vorr3qVVHZpK6eV8Fih_pGecBjRGmJXUaq-qGHhD6Z2gOEHBDwJRcSymwKbLw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRs5aatTYiOmsl2hZ8SnJMv1on0Ca3gcjdLWiPsjOgvPJKRc5Phfoc8NfrvIfhsJALEmj9ON-jzW_UWibqmPpUu9eXF593drA-qpU-zxdDnCZsd9Tfh4OwlI3VRvR7X0SrgcKWznWbrYwVetWFQOFp5PaumppfzRjIFKYOF2eADWSsOINJyfJIIyMcUgQIhT1eEMbnY3P0sKJKRLnTgJNh6leJ3v6tNd7b-S5b3BrsMSPI2B5PuH0Om6wDSugIvaBRpNmBIApWBWbF5oT66q5rhsPxJd_cGPWbJOXgM_C0Qvwp7GVfgZJ-oCy_8fpSRDYc4PE-Dfk0rWdLq4Vorr3qVVHZpK6eV8Fih_pGecBjRGmJXUaq-qGHhD6Z2gOEHBDwJRcSymwKbLw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bSntid0HQpHH16c5wmfKQwRHyszqO_LYfR7tmNsJgiKYhYW2VmosBLsrCifRxWHMtqRoKVCoaehYZATxH4HmmkHthhZbs3Lr6JWS5DGcBVmg9rOCpF6oScs3LPCA4ifYzsTA-oQVQSr7hneRApc2KEbpKR_53SA52akQFrlT2T_cO5qiAtAds4WdsuwDZtfAEk1ir-KarZtCEBkX83F2N6ba0LClfWm9vbZ_-O-0IK5pRBDPGhIjKYopaU3NaGZgMG0EVr_kZb-S-TMT_jAGM_rG7AZoqq6SB4r8gAmh1gKfqdigGzQsQflRXWABtNHTcis40Zv8yPtzEYH1Gy0gVBT8Y2r_dMJCz3MpABdPa11lxzQU0i6uOg5WmS7g4zi3YhR_3-eMMXpng==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bSntid0HQpHH16c5wmfKQwRHyszqO_LYfR7tmNsJgiKYhYW2VmosBLsrCifRxWHMtqRoKVCoaehYZATxH4HmmkHthhZbs3Lr6JWS5DGcBVmg9rOCpF6oScs3LPCA4ifYzsTA-oQVQSr7hneRApc2KEbpKR_53SA52akQFrlT2T_cO5qiAtAds4WdsuwDZtfAEk1ir-KarZtCEBkX83F2N6ba0LClfWm9vbZ_-O-0IK5pRBDPGhIjKYopaU3NaGZgMG0EVr_kZb-S-TMT_jAGM_rG7AZoqq6SB4r8gAmh1gKfqdigGzQsQflRXWABtNHTcis40Zv8yPtzEYH1Gy0gVBT8Y2r_dMJCz3MpABdPa11lxzQU0i6uOg5WmS7g4zi3YhR_3-eMMXpng==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRITuHZg5HWNOxGchsrbxhrLcZrOcEYSTAnOM4dUAFmk0ffDlRxRIG3_e8rDi4cUHHOLMm9Qr6PxOGZ5XVbXdc-R58EOCTfk-EZQsi0_VJSmABjDm-1J-SpjM8nPfgC2wtjlrbcY_m7YVght1CK2rM9ljAuEe6fH_oDu2_fyt7-too73pdkFfmw_99a5uQ7uZLiSGMSXBspzVPpQmqSvgmwyFCNn4MVMQyfGW67OLbKJ77IjIBJh5ntPWdta5gGvQzjDfjNBp8aKrbAepGEiscUPEYT6VWEkY3LQFlGaoMyiOHWXS4bS1C8BjPi9Eh0oMi5gQn_AKwpKy4PaS3JtRBrZ28slPuR6L_WhXqmOqSMHa-jZrmjZCr9z5TTxdF1BNc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRITuHZg5HWNOxGchsrbxhrLcZrOcEYSTAnOM4dUAFmk0ffDlRxRIG3_e8rDi4cUHHOLMm9Qr6PxOGZ5XVbXdc-R58EOCTfk-EZQsi0_VJSmABjDm-1J-SpjM8nPfgC2wtjlrbcY_m7YVght1CK2rM9ljAuEe6fH_oDu2_fyt7-too73pdkFfmw_99a5uQ7uZLiSGMSXBspzVPpQmqSvgmwyFCNn4MVMQyfGW67OLbKJ77IjIBJh5ntPWdta5gGvQzjDfjNBp8aKrbAepGEiscUPEYT6VWEkY3LQFlGaoMyiOHWXS4bS1C8BjPi9Eh0oMi5gQn_AKwpKy4PaS3JtRBrZ28slPuR6L_WhXqmOqSMHa-jZrmjZCr9z5TTxdF1BNc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRITuHZg5HWNOxGchsrbxhrLcZrOcEYSTAnOM4dUAFmk0ffDlRxRIG3_e8rDi4cUHHOLMm9Qr6PxOGZ5XVbXdc-R58EOCTfk-EZQsi0_VJSmABjDm-1J-SpjM8nPfgC2wtjlrbcY_m7YVght1CK2rM9ljAuEe6fH_oDu2_fyt7-too73pdkFfmw_99a5uQ7uZLiSGMSXBspzVPpQmqSvgmwyFCNn4MVMQyfGW67OLbKJ77IjIBJh5ntPWdta5gGvQzjDfjNBp8aKrbAepGEiscUPEYT6VWEkY3LQFlGaoMyiOHWXS4bS1C8BjPi9Eh0oMi5gQn_AKwpKy4PaS3JtRBrZ28slPuR6L_WhXqmOqSMHa-jZrmjZCr9z5TTxdF1BNc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bT9fomVwO9hbpo267QiU_esUJrq5TQAgGRKlWVQeIPgWzZmIPr9BIeCruqSECDMfcwTeXLwC_obJh0yVAAoSUhKOpzTKamnZ30PRnQH3887keg8tWCzKM_f3lrouRPYESAfrKVaa0igd9s1dN64qn0pQhiaZrkbjiQM_V4XcIgFvXZD12hI1P4KJD5Ev1PypQnVwvxNSVWCWmdnKdUa6aIN1R1DkUIyhv6vJ2j2LgSjl3UGUT2pJFCQeuOzCq2ANc4D4MdWr8u5K-Dpp-hjU_exw9phD8dsMcAtpeFiyuyM9PmA8RYBDg7YuB954bTBVg8E0JTIeT6_79EyWGwfxMmITe0mLUXHYHRv1Bt3zMpuyQ5idoevy_WIfK2HyOpKyfA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bTqZ9mbaYxdcEm9VakhyXPIgGWsAKq0xbtPkJBwDbs69yu9sVnxSzCFMyJ1Hdb_Ci7SM0Ei3vNkzwDy24GAnamcj-p79pnbhV2jrItu7h2iLsOGMPIK4Arh1aexq099WAPClpJf9BoPnLoq0WyQG8FuqMN5lpdEUF31hAK4FML-99ED7rfNKQkBQutVH0_lNeHY9ZCW_zm4uw3S5LfGuJFR9_WkwpFi3uVk6IMjSIU1_0T3v5vtQOXS9T61X0vssxKQnhII0jo8rgVnLgoT3g2Ta4CrlMgmJPVcsetncwzdvr43JvNDUSj0Z7YffDh1AqgQ498PV2VChhwa72X8kgzE8vpFXg5DLagr5T-or0cCs6_5eOIsLVxv2aDkAQBhqxvfQBDG8Z_jSA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bTqZ9mbaYxdcEm9VakhyXPIgGWsAKq0xbtPkJBwDbs69yu9sVnxSzCFMyJ1Hdb_Ci7SM0Ei3vNkzwDy24GAnamcj-p79pnbhV2jrItu7h2iLsOGMPIK4Arh1aexq099WAPClpJf9BoPnLoq0WyQG8FuqMN5lpdEUF31hAK4FML-99ED7rfNKQkBQutVH0_lNeHY9ZCW_zm4uw3S5LfGuJFR9_WkwpFi3uVk6IMjSIU1_0T3v5vtQOXS9T61X0vssxKQnhII0jo8rgVnLgoT3g2Ta4CrlMgmJPVcsetncwzdvr43JvNDUSj0Z7YffDh1AqgQ498PV2VChhwa72X8kgzE8vpFXg5DLagr5T-or0cCs6_5eOIsLVxv2aDkAQBhqxvfQBDG8Z_jSA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRjRXOuwDsdvAlUxJMqkP7VrNfHhRCJvtpnzGx_eTLCj1pa_7_AlG9Oe9AyNTiXj9clMhHZw0jwhcmz6h-i4c7ykMibsxrdpdYzvZ0BtCmNxafx56t7fUNW
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bRGs-sxCBT-hs6NSP8XFP2rFf57_Sx_kQ3T3Z2YbxufkLzGZYf_aWV5mz9tdNtBe12b3k7nf-YxEVYCTIzMbk2_J5MeKTPgcIrazgLNxch5Ng==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bQrtnTNRa_WFEK1morAXf5zT_azHHhuKDpsPgGTzj3PwyFTQNb51KOmW0cgCCUKXQ5GuyJtlxlNay5FEYO71Blje4GflPVnhGSOI1KVns7isreKv90ird30mvE1UIh9qbo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bSm66cY_YE9Fdk3YKIUkR7TD36bARcqn0uiJharACu3GXnlkxrbE8GGNX1t5b5BbqVtBywaRBCTKXJK6JtvaE1fbZXV5TpYbNjtlfCecIkbqUnGshGBEZecrx5EqPKcoSNtzAZeTkIHNQWuSpdm0FA8i5mzot7UsgI7i9McRNWAqV6qX2r_G7NdXIK8Vfg3tqX9-DL6Uml26Csg2Dw_CLrYNOFlmqWk7Bs_ayrRPbrDsBhmEUEcWM-e0d97SbTQ7hEHosZMl-2V3vnR0qaEF-E0yOtvkLCrZKnaVlgR2wBXPX_abt3a0Q6tg-r4JmEBFieCH_jUfNtMQAXxucZ7bGPomGFzfDi-w6U-iB3vVbE5dM02Mb_nn1aaSseBwM81wEjk9QNDL0h5Mw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gINRCyaB2bSm66cY_YE9Fdk3YKIUkR7TD36bARcqn0uiJharACu3GXnlkxrbE8GGNX1t5b5BbqVtBywaRBCTKXJK6JtvaE1fbZXV5TpYbNjtlfCecIkbqUnGshGBEZecrx5EqPKcoSNtzAZeTkIHNQWuSpdm0FA8i5mzot7UsgI7i9McRNWAqV6qX2r_G7NdXIK8Vfg3tqX9-DL6Uml26Csg2Dw_CLrYNOFlmqWk7Bs_ayrRPbrDsBhmEUEcWM-e0d97SbTQ7hEHosZMl-2V3vnR0qaEF-E0yOtvkLCrZKnaVlgR2wBXPX_abt3a0Q6tg-r4JmEBFieCH_jUfNtMQAXxucZ7bGPomGFzfDi-w6U-iB3vVbE5dM02Mb_nn1aaSseBwM81wEjk9QNDL0h5Mw==
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=ynbpsxjab&m=1109966423480&ea=wendy.gregory%40gov.ok.gov&a=1111495655208
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERCSlEmNVrCO&t=00141n3hhYV4VnTXisdMJefnA%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_Sch_206
mailto:wendy.gregory@gov.ok.gov
mailto:dacia@ocpathink.org
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERCSlEmNVrCO&t=00141n3hhYV4VnTXisdMJefnA%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001kXBIB-1Ixgabs-_5D9FZERCSlEmNVrCO&t=00141n3hhYV4VnTXisdMJefnA%3D%3D&llr=ynbpsxjab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Fw:
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51:00 AM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
 

From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 10:51 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw:
 
 

From: Mike Schrimpf 
To: Lindsay Russell; Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wed Mar 28 11:43:00 2012
Subject:

This should be the final version. We know that OK, MI and NJ aren’t participating and this has 26
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Detail the Cost of Obamacare on the States

 
As the Supreme Court today hears arguments about the impact upon the states of expanding
Medicaid, the Republican Governors Association released information from states highlighting the
costs of expanding Medicaid and implementing the health care law.
 
“President Obama’s federal health care takeover was enacted by Democrats in Congress over the
objection of governors and with little regard for the costs to the states,” said RGA Chairman Bob
McDonnell. “The federal health care law shifts billions of dollars in unfunded, long-term costs to
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state governments while restricting the ability of governors to craft Medicaid solutions for the
citizens of their states. This one-size-fits-all approach is yet another reason why the health care law
needs to be replaced, and Republican governors have offered a blueprint for true reform. The
current law is simply unaffordable, unsustainable and unworkable.”
 
Costs to the States:
 

Alabama
 
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and
in the near future.
 
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2
Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.
 
Medicaid Expansion Details

·         By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This
is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less
than 133% of the federal poverty level.
 

·         Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and
400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would
increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to
about 40% of the population.
 

·         Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new
population.
 

·         This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal
government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.
 

·         HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll
and manage the new recipients.
 

·         Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds.
Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate
between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching
rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and
Medicaid.

 
Alaska

 
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and
continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget
of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the
Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation.
 
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds
to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss
of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in
Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state
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general fund expenditures.
 
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over
the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that
cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While
direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in
later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing
impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.
 

Arizona
 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions,
are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully
implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual
Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to
100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching
rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full
federal financing).

 
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid
spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state
general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected
deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return
the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s
Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in
population due to the PPACA.
 

Florida
 
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion
will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians
to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 
Georgia

 
The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an
estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs. 
This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between
FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more
federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of
new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the
impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.
 

Idaho
 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid
caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase
in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost
attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be
$228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid
system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million.
 
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement
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because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State
legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and
designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will
be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs
related to the expansion. 
 
In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to
design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is
working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the
Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections. 
 

Indiana
 
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid
expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.
 
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M annually. This is in
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there
will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange
is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 
Iowa

 
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures.
Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of
Iowa General Fund expenditures.
 
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time
money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex
funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 
 
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will
increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of
implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered
lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this
expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255
million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The
uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.
 
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will
have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is
vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements
continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care
providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most. 

 
Kansas

 
Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will
continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from
$2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period,
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enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated
PPACA expansion. 
 
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the
federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP
program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to
raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 
 
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track
Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to
implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will
incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services
and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based
Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the
federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the
program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 
Louisiana

Obamacare is expected to cost Louisiana a total of $7 billion in additional state general funds
over the next 10 years.

Obamacare will increase Medicaid rolls by 645,843 over the next 10 years at a cost of $3.69
billion in state general funds.

High costs of the IT systems needed to implement the expansions and the link to the Exchange
(whether state-run or federal) are estimated to cost $162 million in state general funds.

Increase payments to primary care providers, increased utilization for physicians and hospitals
are estimated to cost $2.6 billion in state general funds.

Maine
 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009
to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over
one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers
have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of
increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians
have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care
services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As
Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and
the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make
necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.

 
Mississippi

 
The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next
ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.
 

Nebraska
 
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska
estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health
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Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange
project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and
regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5
million per year starting in 2016.
 

Nevada
 
In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General
Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through
2019.

 
New Mexico

 
With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 –
175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600
million between 2014 and 2019.
 

North Dakota
 
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional
Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years.

 
Ohio

 
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services.
These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-
term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on
how to manage the program.

 
Pennsylvania

 
Pennsylvania's Medicaid spending has doubled over the past ten years and it now comprises
31% of the state’s budget. It has grown four times faster than K-12 spending, and nine times
faster than transportation spending.  Even before the healthcare bill passed, Medicaid has been
on an unsustainable path.  Under this law, these statistics will only get worse.  Pennsylvania will
see an additional 800,000 individuals on the Medicaid rolls adding a significant burden to the
budget and taxpayers. As the Medicaid population continues to increase and state revenues
continue to not keep pace, the mandates of the maintenance of effort requirement and the lack of
any meaningful flexibility within the program will  severely hamper virtually all other aspects of
the state budget.  States simply cannot afford Obamacare.  Their budgets will be crushed by the
Medicaid expansion that the federal establishment is forcing on them.  Americans deserve a
vibrant, robust, competitive and transparent health care system that puts patients and quality
first, focuses on personal responsibility, not a large government takeover that shifts the costs
from the federal government to state tax payers.  

 
South Carolina

 
Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the
Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid.
The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020
ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate
and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.
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South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply
with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the
MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop
providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on
Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or
quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are
counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.
 

Tennessee
 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming
fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels.
Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to
the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone
just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line
with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more
people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of
need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change.
 
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost
the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make
common sense adjustments to the program.
 

Texas
 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of
the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the
program.
 
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27
billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care
rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid
Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.
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Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming
Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the
federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid
and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.
 

Utah
 
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional
burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours,
equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent
on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department
$112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred
by the Commissioner or our actuary
 

Virginia
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the
State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been
updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of
economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of
PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study
completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-
mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will
cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through
2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 -
$500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the
process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of
2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in
Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis
and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 
Wisconsin

 
If implemented, the PPACA will force a heavy financial burden upon the people of Wisconsin
through increased health insurance premiums, the expansion of Medicaid, and a new
entitlement that will create new inequities among working families.  Moreover, much of the
new spending will not be used to increase coverage in Wisconsin, which has already achieved
the levels of insurance that is aspired to under PPACA.  Public dollars will simply displace private
dollars at a higher cost. 
 
New estimates from the Obama Administration and the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) demonstrate that Medicaid enrollment will be higher than previously estimated.  The
Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) believes that increased enrollment among
currently eligible individuals and retention of higher income children due to Maintenance of
Effort (MOE) requirements will drive up the cost to the state.  However, the direct burden on
the state budget remains uncertain.  New eligibility rules will result in some individuals migrating

23087



into and out of Medicaid.  Rules on federal matching rates that are critical to our fiscal analysis
have not been finalized.
 
More than 750,000 childless adults, parents, caretakers, and children are already enrolled in
Wisconsin Medicaid programs.  There will be no additional federal assistance for the vast
majority of these individuals and future enrollees.  Some additional federal assistance will apply
only to a relatively small number of individuals.  Whether the federal government will “buy out”
the state share of some eligibility groups is unknown at this time.  It will matter little to
taxpayers whether the costs will count as federal or state expenditures.  Increased federal
control over the management of the Medicaid program is stifling innovation and threatens to
unnecessarily drive up costs.

 
Wyoming

 
The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state
general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in
state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of
approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The
Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in
2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge
bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in
2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing
a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general
funds after the 90/10 federal match.
 
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our
private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets
conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an
average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations
effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into
the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in
premiums in the individual market.
 
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than
other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing
insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to
avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that
it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will
be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered
lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.
 
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will
remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured
in our state.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Health Reform Update - Monday, November 12, 2012
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:17:00 PM
Attachments: NCSL - 2012 post-election.pdf

ATT00001.htm
Sec letter to Govs - Deadlines 11-9-12.pdf
ATT00002.htm
Blueprint Deadline FAQ Nov 2012.docx
ATT00003.htm
Exchange Funding FAQ.docx
ATT00004.htm
Health Reform Call Calendar 11-12-2012 - Regs.docx
ATT00005.htm

 
From: Frank Stone 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 06:07 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Fwd: Health Reform Update - Monday, November 12, 2012 
 

Katie, as Doc Brown said in Back to the Future when this baby hits 85mph you are
going to see some serious shit, the same is going to happen when the proposed
rules come out which may be sooner than later.

Frank
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Webb, Brian R." <BWebb@naic.org>
To: "Health Reform Implementation IR"
<healthcarereform@intlist.naic.org>
Subject: Health Reform Update - Monday, November 12, 2012

I.  Health Reform Implementation Call List for the Week of November
12th

Attached is the call list for this week.  Let me know if you have any
questions.

II.  HHS/CCIIO Announcement on Exchange Deadlines
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November 9, 2012


Today’s SpeakerToday’s Speaker


Tim Storey 
Director of Leaders Services
Denver, Colorado
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 



November 9,2012 


Dear Governor: 


Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 


This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Levelland Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 


As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 


The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14,2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1,2013. 


Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The final deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15,2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 







November 9, 2012 
Page 2 


We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 


Sincerely, 


Kathleen Sebelius 











Blueprint Submission Deadline

November 9, 2012

Q1:  When does a state have to tell the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) that it wants to establish a State-based Exchange for 2014?  

A1: In order for CMS to provide a state with technical resources and support necessary to meet the January 1, 2013, approval/conditional approval statutory deadline, a state that intends to establish a State-based Exchange must submit a Declaration Letter by Friday, November 16.

Q2:  If a state wants to establish a State-based Exchange, when is the Blueprint Application due?  What about the Declaration Letter?

A2: In order to provide states with more time to create a comprehensive Blueprint Application that is fully representative of their work, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) extended the deadline for State-based Exchange Blueprint Applications to Friday, December 14, 2012.  Declaration Letters for State-based Exchanges remain due on Friday, November 16, 2012.  CMS encourages states to begin working with the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) on their Blueprint Applications as early as possible in order to identify any issues early and to receive feedback on their Blueprint Applications. A state may also submit its Blueprint Application prior to the deadline.

Q3:  My state is ready to declare that it intends to establish a State-based Exchange, but still needs more time to determine whether it will establish and operate Risk Adjustment and Reinsurance programs.  What should my state do?  

A3: If a state knows what Exchange Model it intends to pursue, and who is the appropriate designee to execute the Declaration Letter, CMS encourages each state to submit a Declaration Letter on or before November 16, 2012.  If a state has concerns about whether its decisions will be made by mid-November 2012, please talk to your CCIIO State Officer about your options.  An interested state must commit to running either program in their Blueprint Application (Sections 5.1 and 5.2) that is due December 14, 2012.  Please keep in mind that only a State that has elected to operate a State-based Exchange (not a State that has elected to participate in a State Partnership Exchange) can operate a risk adjustment program, or the State-based Exchange can defer its operation to the federal government.  A state may elect to establish and operate a reinsurance program regardless of the Exchange model selected.

Q4:  My state is not sure it wants to establish and operate a State-based Exchange, but we want to be involved in our Exchange.  What options do we have?

A4:  CMS established the option for states to pursue a State Partnership Exchange, where a state can work with CMS and elect to operate the Plan Management functions, Consumer Assistance functions, or both within the Federally-facilitated Exchange established for your state.  States have until Friday, February 15, 2013, to submit a Declaration Letter and Blueprint Application declaring what partnership role they would like to have in operating the Exchange in their states.  Ultimately, CMS wants as many states involved in operating Exchange as possible and we encourage states to talk with their CCIIO State Officer to discuss the partnership options.

Q5: If a state is ready to submit its Blueprint Application, does it have to wait until December 14, 2012?

A5: No, a State may submit its Blueprint Application for State-based Exchanges any time before December 14, 2012, and for State-Partnership Exchanges any time before February 15, 2013.  

Q6: If a state applies to establish a State-based Exchange and later decides it would rather be a State Partnership Exchange in 2014, can it change its mind?  

A6: Yes, if a state applies to establish a State-based Exchange for plan year 2014 and later decides it is more prepared to operate as a State Partner, it can move into a State Partnership model.  States should contact their CCIIO State Officer as early as possible to begin the transition.

Q7: If a state has a State Partnership Exchange in 2014, can it move to a State-based Exchange in 2015?

A7: Yes.  If a state decides to be a State-based Exchange for plan year 2015, it will have to submit its State-based Exchange Declaration Letter and Blueprint Application, completing all the relevant additional sections.  For the 2015 plan year, the Declaration Letter and Blueprint Application are due November 18, 2013, and December 16, 2013, respectively. It can also establish a State-based Exchange in subsequent years.







Exchange Establishment Cooperative Agreement Funding FAQs

Below are a number of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about funding available to States under Affordable Care Act Section 1311(a).  These FAQs are applicable to the Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA), released November 29, 2011 and June 29, 2012. The FOA can be found at www.grants.gov, search for CFDA number 93.525.  

About the Funding Opportunity  

Q1: What is this funding opportunity?

A1: This Funding Opportunity provides States, the District of Columbia, and consortia of States, with financial assistance for the establishment of Exchanges. Grant Awards made under this FOA will provide funds for States to complete activities for achieving approval in accordance with§ 1321 of the Affordable Care Act and the requirements established through the rulemaking process (45 C.F.R. § 155.105 (77 Fed. Reg. at 18446)). Funds may be awarded through the end of 2014 to support State activities to establish a State-based Exchange, interface with the Federally-facilitated Exchange, or to develop activities under the State Partnership Exchange Plan Management and/or Consumer Assistance model. (Please refer to Blueprint for Approval of Affordable State-based and State Partnership Insurance Exchange andGeneral Guidance on Federally-Facilitated Exchanges available at http://cciio.cms.gov/ for information on the Exchange models.)

Q2: What grants are available through this announcement?

A2: States may choose whether to apply for Level One Exchange Establishment or Level Two Exchange Establishment grants.
Level One Exchange Establishment. These grants provide up to one year of funding to States that are interested in undertaking specific activities in establishment of a State-based Exchange, a Federally-facilitated Exchange, or State Partnership Exchange. The Level One Establishment grants are open to all States and States can apply for additional years of funding.

Level Two Exchange Establishment. These grants provide up to three years of funding to States that are establishing a State-based Exchange and can demonstrate capacity to establish the full set of core Exchange activities. States must meet specific eligibility criteria, including legal authority to establish and operate an Exchange that complies with Federal requirements available at the time of the application, governance structure for the Exchange, and an initial plan discussing long-term operational costs of the Exchange. States may only receive one Level Two Exchange Establishment grant.

Q3: Can a State apply for a Level One Exchange Establishment grant after receiving a Level Two Exchange Establishment grant?

A3: Yes. States that have previously received a Level Two Exchange Establishment Cooperative Agreement may apply for additional funds as a Level One applicant; however, the scope of the application must be limited to activities not within the scope of the prior Level Two Cooperative Agreement.

Q4: If a State initially applied for funding for a State-based Exchange, can that State transition to another Exchange model?

A4: Yes. This funding opportunity allows States the flexibility to transition between Exchange models over time. For example, a State might choose to operate within the Federally-facilitated Exchange in 2013-14, as a Plan Management Partner in the Federally-facilitated Exchange in 2014-15, and, finally, as an approved State-based Exchange in 2015-forward.

Q5: Through the June 2012 FOA, States may be awarded Establishment grants through December 2014. Does this mean my State’s Exchange does not have to be approved until December 2014?

A5: No. This FOA does not change the deadlines for Exchange approval or operation set forth in the Affordable Care Act and regulations.



Application Process

Q6: Who is eligible to apply for this FOA?

A6: This funding opportunity is open to States, consortia of States, and the District of Columbia. The Governor (the Mayor, if from the District of Columbia) may designate a governmental agency or quasi-governmental entity to apply for grants on behalf of that State. Exchanges that have been established by the State as non-profits are eligible to apply for funding if designated as the applicant entity by the State due to their quasi-governmental nature.

Q7:  What are the due dates for this FOA?

A7: All grant applications must be submitted electronically and be received through http://www.grants.gov by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on the respective due dates below:



Level One Exchange Establishment

Application Due Dates: August 15, 2012; November 15, 2012; February 15, 2013; May 15, 2013; August 15, 2013; November 15, 2013; February 14, 2014; May 15, 2014; August 15, 2014; October 15, 2014

Level Two Exchange Establishment

Application Due Dates: August 15, 2012; November 15, 2012; February 15, 2013; May 15, 2013; August 15, 2013; November 15, 2013; February 14, 2014; May 15, 2014; August 15, 2014; October 15, 2014

Q8: What are the potential award dates for under this FOA?

A8: The anticipated award date for both Level One Exchange Establishment and Level Two Exchange Establishment awards is approximately 45 business days after each application due date.

Q9: What is the period of performance for awards made under this FOA?

A9: The project period for each award will vary based on when a State is awarded an Exchange Establishment Cooperative Agreement. Level One Exchange Establishment awards will be for up to one year after the date of award. Level Two Exchange Establishment awards will be for up to three years after the date of award. 

Q10: What level of funding is available under this FOA?

A10: Funds are available to support grants as necessary to fulfill the purpose of this funding opportunity to the fifty States, District of Columbia, and/or consortia of States. The award amount will vary based on application category and the specific needs of each State.

Q11: Will HHS provide any guidance or assistance on completing the application process?

A11: HHS will hold pre-application conference calls for potential applicants.  The conference calls will provide an overview of this project and budget guidance; review the instruction provided by this Funding Opportunity Announcement and other available materials; and will include an opportunity for States to ask questions.  A schedule of pre-application calls will be on the CCIIO website:  http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/other/index.html#peg.





Q12: How do I download and submit the application? 

A12: You can access the electronic application for this project on http://www.grants.gov. You must search the downloadable application page by the CFDA number (93.525). On the Grants.gov website, you also will find information about submitting an application electronically through the site.

Q13: Should the documents that are submitted as attachments to the grant application be in PDF or Word format?

A13: Grants.gov and the awarding agency will accept Word or PDF attachments. However, if an applicant submits an attachment in Word and receive an error message regarding the attachment, the applicant should convert the Word attachment into a PDF attachment and then resubmit the application. Note: Grants.gov requires each attached file to have a unique file name.

Q14: What if a State has an ongoing issue with obtaining the Central Contractor Registry (CCR) number or the correct Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number?

A14: If a State has ongoing issues with obtaining a CCR or DUNS number, it must receive a case number from the respective system. The State should then inform the awarding agency of the delay and provide the case number.

Q15: Who are the points of contact for questions related to these grants?

A15: For questions about the grant announcement, please contact:

Michelle Feagins
Office of Acquisition and Grants Management
Department of Health and Human Services
(301) 492-4312
Michelle.Feagins@hhs.gov

For questions about programmatic issues related to the grant, please contact:

Rachel Clement
Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
(301) 492-4291
Rachel.Clement@cms.hhs.gov

Uses of Funds

Q16: Can a State be reimbursed for pre-award costs under this FOA? For example, if a State is ready now to begin activities related to the Exchanges and it does not want to delay planning and other activities until it receives grant funding, can the State charge to future grants the costs it is incurring now?

A16: The State may seek reimbursement for pre-award costs provided that the costs are allowable costs incurred up to 90 days before grant award that cannot be covered under existing funding. Written approval must be provided by HHS and the budget narrative and work plan should clearly identify the funds that were spent prior to the project period.

Q17: Is it permissible to use the grant funds for State travel costs to Federally-sponsored meetings related to the grants?

A17: Yes, the grant funds can be used for State travel costs to Federally-sponsored meetings related to the grants. To the extent possible, these costs are to be outlined in the budget narrative.

Q18: May these grant funds be used primarily to hire personnel?

A18: These grant funds must be used for activities related to establishing Exchanges. The proportion of grant funds used to hire or contract with personnel for these activities will depend on the needs of the grant applicant.

Q19: Can a state that wants to be a Consumer Assistance State Partner, but also wants to do state-specific outreach and education, apply for Exchange Establishment grant funding to cover those costs?

A19: Yes, CMS envisions a collaborative model around consumer outreach and education in the Consumer Assistance Partnership.  All Exchanges will provide consumer assistance, outreach, and education.  We encourage states involvement in these activities even if the state is not directly operating a State-based Exchange.  States can apply for §1311(a) grant funding to support its work in collaborating with CMS to perform these activities in connection with its Exchange.

Subcontracts

Q20: The FOA requires applicants to provide documents confirming actual or pending agreements with subcontractors. How does a State identify subcontractors in its proposal if it doesn’t know who it will be subcontracting with due to State procurement requirements?

A20: If a State cannot name specific subcontractors, it should indicate this in the proposal and identify the tasks a subcontractor may perform.

Q21: Can a State contract out a majority of the work associated with the grant?

A21: Yes. The State remains responsible for ensuring that all subcontractors comply with the terms and conditions of the grant.

Post-Award Activities

Q22: May a State amend its grant proposal?

A22: Yes. A State grantee may request changes to a grant award. If a grantee would like to make a substantive amendment to its grant award after the project year has begun, that change will be considered a Change in Scope and must be approved by CCIIO. A request for approval of the Change in Scope must be submitted to the Program Official. Only after the Change in Scope is approved by CCIIO and the grantee receives a written response can the grantee alter the award.

Q23: May a State change the principal investigator on the grant?

A23: A change of principal investigator is a substantive change; a State will have to seek prior approval from CCIIO before instituting any such change.

Q24: After the States have been awarded funding and conduct their Exchange activities, does CCIIO have plans to share best practices?

A24: States are expected to carry out due diligence in seeking opportunities for reuse, sharing, and collaboration in Exchange Activities. States are to evaluate opportunities for reuse of materials and knowledge from within their own State, as well as other States, and the Federal Exchange(s). States are encouraged also to identify opportunities for collaboration with other States that might help reduce both development and long-term operating costs of their Exchange.  HHS will work closely with States during the project period to help them identify opportunities for both reuse and collaboration. 

Other

Q25: Some States already operate an Exchange. Do these States qualify for Exchange Establishment grants?

A25: Yes. States that already have an Exchange may use Exchange grants to fund activities related to implementing changes necessary to bring their existing Exchange into compliance with the Exchange requirements set forth in the Affordable Care Act.

Q26. How can individuals and the general public be involved in the establishment process for the Exchanges?

A26:  States may continue the stakeholder consultation initiatives begun during the planning phase throughout the establishment process. Stakeholder consultation was required as part of activities in connection with Exchange Planning grants. Stakeholders include, but are not limited to, consumer organizations, small business organizations, health plans, safety net associations, and faith based organizations.  All States were required to seek stakeholder input and involvement in planning for Exchanges.  Additionally, all States have to meet a standard of transparency and accountability if they elect to establish a State-based Exchange.  CCIIO will monitor this aspect of the Establishment grants and provide technical assistance to share best practices in this area.

Q27: Are there parameters defining what constitutes excessive executive compensation?

A27: Only allowable costs may be paid using grant funds.  Executive compensation must be an allowable cost and should reflect the market rate for a similar position in your area.

See the OMB Circular A-110, item #27, at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars_a110#27,

for more information relating to allowable costs.

New grantees awarded under this Funding Opportunity Announcement should be aware they are subject to the reporting requirements of the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109-282), as amended by section 6202 of P.L. 110-252, and implemented by 2 CFR 170.  Grant and cooperative agreement recipients must report information for each first-tier subaward of $25,000 or more in Federal funds and executive total compensation for the recipient’s and subrecipient’s five most highly compensated executives.

Q28: What type of technical assistance will be available to States?

A28.  The program offers many types of technical assistance to States, including:

· Webinars

· Conference calls

· “Office hours” with program staff at industry conferences and meetings

· Grantee conferences/meetings



















WEEK OF NOVEMBER 12

HEALTH CARE REFORM IMPLEMENTATION 

SCHEDULE OF CONFERENCE CALLS OPEN TO ALL REGULATORS



		Issue

		Conference Call Schedule

		NAIC Staff 



		Health Reform Regulatory Alternatives Working Group:

Legal Subgroup

		TUESDAY, November 13

2:00 PM EST (1 hour)

*Regulators Only*

1-800-882-3610

Passcode:  4335405#

		Josh Goldberg

Brian Webb

Jolie Matthews



		Health Risk-Based Capital

		TUESDAY, November 13

3:00 PM EST (1 hour)

*OPEN Call*

Diamond Pass Registration: 

http://services.choruscall.com/diamondpass/registration?confirmationNumber=10019756

If you are not registered, call:

Regulators: 1-877-270-2148

Interested Parties: 1-412-902-6510

NAIC/Health RBC Working Group Call

		Crystal Brown







		Exchange Plan Management:

SERFF Timeline Update



		TUESDAY, November 13

4:00 PM EST (1 hour)

*Regulator Only*

1-866-332-4905

NAIC/SERFF Plan Mgt Timeline Call

		Julie Fritz



		NAIC Member Health Care Reform Update Call





		Weekly Call

WEDNESDAYS

2:30 PM EST (30 minutes)

*Regulators Only*

1-800-882-3610

Passcode:  2763536#

		Brian Webb

Josh Goldberg



		Medical Loss Ratio Formula:

Actuary MLR Subgroup



NOTE:  Diamond Pass registration link changes each week

		WEDNESDAY, November 14

3:00 PM EST (1 hour)

*OPEN Call*

Diamond Pass Registration: 

http://services.choruscall.com/diamondpass/registration?confirmationNumber=10021385

If you are not registered, call:

Regulators: 1-877-270-2148

Interested Parties: 1-412-902-6510

NAIC/King Call

		Eric King

Todd Sells

Brian Webb



		Rate Review:

State Review Subgroup of the Actuarial Working Group

		THURSDAY, November 15

12:00 PM EST (1 hour)

*Regulators Only*

1-800-882-3610 

Passcode: 5681287#

		Eric King

Brian Webb

Josh Goldberg



		HHS Conference Call with State Officials 

		Weekly Call

THURSDAYS

4:00 PM EST (1 hour)

*Regulators Only*

HHS Teleconference:  1-800-857-5248  

Passcode: 4021292#

		Brian Webb

Josh Goldberg



		Health Reform Regulatory Alternatives Working Group

		FRIDAY, November 16

1:00 PM EST (90 minutes)

*OPEN Call*

Regulators: 1-866-332-4905

Interested Parties: 1-412-317-6715

NAIC/Goldberg Call

		Josh Goldberg

Brian Webb

Jolie Matthews









				

			







Attached is the letter Sec. Sebelius sent to Governors on Friday (just in
case you missed it in Friday's e-mails) and some FAQs developed by
CCIIO on the new deadlines and Exchange funding.

III.  Two Key Proposed Regulations (EHB and 2014 Market Reforms)
Have Been Received by the Office of Management and Budget

It is quite possible these could be published in the Federal Register this
week.

AGENCY: HHS-CMS

RIN: 0938-AR03 <http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?
pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR03>
TITLE: Exchanges Part II--Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits;
Health Insurance Issuer and Exchange Responsibilities With Respect to
Actuarial Value, Quality, and Accreditation (CMS-9980-P)
STAGE: Proposed Rule    ECONOMICALLY SIGNIFICANT: Yes
** RECEIVED DATE:
11/08/2012<http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=122488>
   LEGAL DEADLINE: Statutory

AGENCY: HHS-CMS

RIN: 0938-AR40 <http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?
pubId=null&RIN=0938-AR40>
TITLE: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Health Insurance
Market Rules (CMS-9972-P)
STAGE: Proposed Rule    ECONOMICALLY SIGNIFICANT: No
** RECEIVED DATE:
11/08/2012<http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=122486>
   LEGAL DEADLINE: Statutory
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IV.  NCSL Analysis of the 2012 Elections

FYI - Attached is a presentation we received from NCSL on the impact of
the 2012 elections.

---
You are currently subscribed to the "Health Care Reform Implementation
Activities" electronic service as frank.stone@oid.ok.gov. For information
regarding this service, please contact the NAIC Central Office, Member
Services, 1100 Walnut Street, Suite 1500, Kansas City, MO 64106, 816-
783-8008.

To unsubscribe from the "Health Care Reform Implementation Activities"
service, send a blank email to mailto:unsubscribe-
healthcarereform@intlist.naic.org 

To unsubscribe from all NAIC Electronic Services, send a blank email to
mailto:optoutservices@naic.org 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This message and any attachments are from the NAIC and are intended
only for the addressee. Information contained herein is
confidential, and may be privileged or exempt from disclosure
pursuant to applicable federal or state law. This message is not
intended as a waiver of the confidential, privileged or exempted
status of the information transmitted. Unauthorized forwarding,
printing, copying, distribution or use of such information is
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the
addressee, please promptly delete this message and notify the
sender of the delivery error by e-mail or by calling the NAIC Help
Desk at (816)783-8500.
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From: wanda galland
To: 2childrenofgod@ t
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Home Sales Tax becomes effective Jan. 1, 2013
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 12:31:31 AM

 Just one issue to tax us in the Obamacare package.
Wanda

----- Forwarded Message -----

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT ---- PLEASE READ THIS!!!
 

Home Sales Tax becomes effective Jan. 1, 2013   The National Association

of Realtors is not pleased with this new tax and hopes this information is forwarded

to every voter prior to the election in November.      It doesn’t matter which side of the

political fence you sit on - it will affect ALL of us.    When does your home become

part of your health care? After 2012! Your vote counts big time in 2012, make sure

you and all your friends and family know about this!          HOME SALES TAX     I

thought you might find this interesting, -- maybe even SICKENING!       The

NationalAssociation of Realtors is all over this and working to get it repealed, --

before it takes effect.  But,  I am very pleased we aren't the only ones who know

about this ploy to steal billions from unsuspecting homeowners.  How many realtors

do you think will vote Democratic in 2012?       Did you know that if you sell your

house after 2012 you will pay a 3.8% sales tax on it?  That's $3,800 on a $100,000

home, etc.  When did this happen?  It's in the health carebill, -- and it goes into effect

in 2013.  Why 2013?  Could it be so that it doesn’t come to light until after the 2012

elections?  So, this is ‘change you can believe in’?       Under the new health care bill

all real estate transactions will be subject to a 3.8% salestax.       If you sell a

$400,000 home, there will be a $15,200 tax.  This bill is set to screw the retiring

generation, -- who often downsize their homes.  Does this make your November,

2012 vote more important?       Oh, you weren't aware that this was in the Obama

Health Care bill?  Guess what; you aren't alone!  There are more than a few

members of Congress that weren't aware of it either.      You can check this out for

yourself at:   http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare-flatlines-obamacare-

taxes-home I hope you forward this to every single person in your address book.  

VOTERS NEED TO KNOW.................... and VOTE!!!
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PG&E is committed to protecting our customers' privacy. To learn more, please visit
http://www.pge.com/about/company/privacy/customer/
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From: Scott Mason
To: "smasoniv "
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:44:00 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Scott Mason 
Office of the Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

via AT&T BlackBerry
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 05:39 PM
To: Scott Mason 
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal 
 
Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 3:29:08 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors
McDonnell and Jindal

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA);
Moushey, Allyn (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
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Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from
Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for
electing a State-based Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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Share This Email:

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: FWD: No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can"t Keep It
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2012 9:56:07 AM

 
 
From: Hadley Heath, Independent Women's Voice
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2012 9:27 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: FWD: No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can't Keep It
 

Friend - Can you believe what President Obama is doing with Medicare Advantage?  What an outrage!

Here, in one clear-cut example, we can see that the promises made about ObamaCare by its proponents were a complete
fraud.  And, this is exactly why we don't want our health care politicized, because that just green-lights manipulation of our
medical care by politicians for their benefit.  If ObamaCare isn't repealed, we can only expect political abuse like this to
continue into the foreseeable future.

What can you do to help see that ObamaCare is repealed?

- Share this message with your friends and family and ask them to sign the ObamaCare Repeal Pledge at
www.TheRepealPledge.com.

- Call or email your Congressman and your Senators and tell them to put a stop to these political games — and ask them to
sign the ObamaCare Repeal Pledge, too, so we know that they stand with us against this government take-over of our private
health care decisions.

- If you can, make a contribution today of $25, $50, $100, or more if possible, so that we can keep fighting until ObamaCare is
history.

With you as our ally in this fight, we can be victorious and we can repeal ObamaCare.

Thank you!

Hadley Heath
Policy Analyst
Independent Women's Voice

Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse typos.

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Carrie Lukas, Independent Women's Voice"
Subject: No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can't Keep It
Date: April 23, 2012 12:25:22 PM EDT
To:  Hadley Heath
Reply-To:  info@iwvoice.org

If you are having trouble viewing this email, view it online.

No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can't Keep It

Fellow Patriot,

In the lead up to the passage of ObamaCare, President Obama repeatedly promised that if you like
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your current health care plan, you can keep it.

As employers begin facing down soaring costs in health care premiums brought on by ObamaCare and
choose to drop coverage for their employees, many people are going to find out that no matter how
much they like their current health care plan, they won't be able to keep it.

And now, 12 million senior citizens will also make this jarring discovery. Those 12 million seniors
currently enjoy Medicare Advantage policies, a more market-based alternative to traditional
Medicare — But they won't enjoy them for long because of ObamaCare.

Writing in the New York Post, former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health Benjamin Sasse and political
reporter Charles Hurt explain what is about to happen to Medicare Advantage:

[C]ertain voters would surely notice one highly painful part of the law before then — namely,
the way it guts the popular Medicare Advantage program. ... [A]s part of its hundreds of
billions in Medicare cuts, the Obama one-size-fits-all plan slashes reimbursement rates for
Medicare Advantage starting next year — herding many seniors back into the government-run
program.

Because Medicare enrollment begins October 15th, which is less than 3 weeks before voters head
the the polls, President Obama finds himself faced with an important segment of the voting
population suddenly discovering that they can't keep their Medicare Advantage plans because of
ObamaCare.

How does the President plan to grapple with this problem? Sasse and Hurt explain:

[T]he administration’s devised a way to postpone the pain one more year, getting Obama
past his last election; it plans to spend $8 billion to temporarily restore Medicare Advantage
funds so that seniors in key markets don’t lose their trusted insurance program in the middle
of Obama’s re-election bid.

The money is to come from funds that Health and Human Services is allowed to use for
“demonstration projects.” But to make it legal, HHS has to pretend that it’s doing an
“experiment” to study the effect of this money on the insurance market.

There is only one sure way to put an end to political trickery like this and save Medicare Advantage
for America's seniors: Full and complete repeal of ObamaCare.

Click here to share this message on Facebook and Twitter, and ask your friends and followers to
sign the People's Promise of the ObamaCare Repeal Pledge at www.TheRepealPledge.com. 

Every new signature helps build a mandate to make full and complete repeal of ObamaCare a
reality in the next Congress.

Thank your for all that you are doing to help bring make sure we undo ObamaCare before it can do
any more harm.

                                                                         Sincerely,

                                                                     
                                                                         Carrie Lukas
                                                                         VP for Policy & Economics
                                                                         Independent Women's Voice

                                                                                

Visit IWV Online   |   About Us    |   Contact Us   |   Donate Follow Us:

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system March 19, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: wanda galland
To: 2childrenofgod
Subject: Fw: Fwd: OBAMA - John Porter and Steve McCann - VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!!!
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 2:51:08 PM

We can see by his actions, Obama is dangerous.  Never would I have thought I
would see times as these.
By executive order to go against Congress to take away our BILL OF RIgHTS,refuse
to protecct our Borders, Obamacare, cater to terroists, Islamic Brother-hood,allow
guns to be sold to drug cartels,and refuse to give information of his life ........I could
go on and on in the abuse of Obama to our Constitution,Congress, and to  WE THE
PEOPLE.
Wanda 

----- Forwarded Message ----

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 4:41 PM

Subject: FW: Fwd: OBAMA - John Porter and Steve McCann - VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!!!

 

 - VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!!!    Pass this on to all that are
in your address book.... 

Evil reigns! We are the dopes!

 

If you review Obama's use of executive orders and the multithousand

page bills...this piece is exactly on target.  We are set up for arbitrary rule. 

Any civil unrest over the nex four years could be an excuse to impose

authoritarian restraints.

 

This is easily the most dangerous time in history for the survival of our

republic.

 

 
 
 

FOR OUR COUNTRY ,  your
children and grand
children.
------------------------------------------------

From: John Porter

To: Americans everywhere
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I was sitting at my keyboard halfway through my

writing a letter to you about

how Barack Obama was fulfilling his pledge to

"Transform America" by "Changing the

fundamentals of America", so that our government

would become the plantation, he the owner, and

we the slaves, when this article by
Steve McCann appeared in my in box.

After checking it for accuracy, and finding it so, I

put my writing on hold and here present it to you,

for I could not say it better.

...Is it already too late? 

Obama's Second Term
Transformation Plans

The 2012 election has often been described as the

most pivotal since 1860.This statement is not

hyperbole. If Barack Obama is re-elected the

United States will never be the same, nor will it be

able to re-capture its once lofty status as the most

dominant nation in the history of mankind. 

The overwhelming majority of Americans do not

understand that Obama's first term was dedicated
to putting in place executive power to enable

him and the administration to fulfill the campaign

promise of "transforming America " in his second

term regardless of which political party controls

Congress. That is why his re-election team is

virtually ignoring the plight of incumbent or

prospective Democratic Party office holders. 
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The most significant accomplishment

of Obama's first term is to make Congress

irrelevant. Under the myopic and blindly loyal

leadership of Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi, the

Democrats have succeeded in creating an imperial

and, in a second term, a potential dictatorial

presidency. 

During the first two years of

the Obama administration when the Democrats

overwhelming controlled both Houses of Congress

and the media was in

an Obama worshipping stupor, a myriad of laws
were passed and actions taken which
transferred virtually unlimited power to the

executive branch. 

The birth of multi-thousand page laws was not
an aberration. This tactic was adopted so the

bureaucracy controlled by Obama appointees

would have sole discretion in interpreting vaguely

written laws and enforcing thousands of pages of

regulations they and not Congress would

subsequently write. 

For example, in the 2,700 pages

of ObamaCare there are more than 2,500

references to the Secretary of Health and Human

Services. There are more than 700 instances when

he or she is instructed that they "shall" do

something and more than 200 times when they

"may" take at their sole discretion some form of

regulatory action. On 139 occasions, the law

mentions that the "Secretary determines." In

essence one person, appointed by and reporting to

the president, will be in charge of the health care

of 310 million Americans once ObamaCare is fully

operational in 2014. 
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The same is true in the 2,319 pages of the Dodd-

Frank Financial Reform Act which confers nearly

unlimited power on various agencies to control by

fiat the nation's financial, banking and investment

sectors.The bill also creates new agencies, such

as the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, not

subject to any oversight by Congress. This

overall process was repeated numerous times with

other legislation all with the intent of granting

unfettered power to the executive

branch controlled Barack Obama and his radical

associates. 

Additionally, the Obama administration has,

through its unilaterally determined rule making and

regulatory powers, created laws out of whole cloth.

The Environmental Protection Agency on a near

daily basis issues new regulations clearly out of

their purview in order to modify and change

environmental laws previously passed and to

impose a radical green agenda never approved by

Congress. The same is true of the Energy and

Interior Departments among many others. 

None of these extra-constitutional actions have

been challenged by Congress. The left in America
knows this usurpation of power is nearly
impossible to reverse unless stopped in its early

stages. 

It is clearly the mindset of this administration and

its appointees that Congress is merely a nuisance

and can be ignored after they were able to take full

advantage of the useful idiots in the Democrat

controlled House and Senate in 2009-2010 and the

Democrat Senate in the current Congress. 

Additionally, Barack Obama knows after his re-

election a Republican controlled House and Senate
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will not be able to enact any legislation to roll back

the power previously granted to the Executive

Branch or usurped by them. His veto will not be

overridden as there will always be at least 145

Democratic members of the House or 34 in the

Senate in agreement with or intimidated by an

administration more than willing to use

Chicago style political tactics. 

The stalemate between the Executive and

Legislative Branches will inure to the benefit

of Barack Obama and his fellow leftists. 

The most significant power Congress has is the

control of the purse-strings as all spending must

be approved by them. However, once re-

elected, Barack Obama, as confirmed by his

willingness to do or say anything and his

unscrupulous re-election tactics, would not only

threaten government shutdowns but would

deliberately withhold payments to those dependent

on government support as a means of intimidating

and forcing a Republican controlled Congress to

surrender to his demands, thus neutering their

ability to control the administration through

spending constraints. 

Further, this administration has shown contempt for

the courts by ignoring various court orders, e.g. the

Gulf of Mexico oil drilling moratorium, as well as

stonewalling subpoenas and requests issued by

Congress. The Eric Holder Justice Department has

become the epitome of corruption as part of the

most dishonest and deceitful administration in

American history. In a second term the arrogance

of BarackObama and his minions will become

more blatant as he will not have to be concerned

with re-election. 
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Who will be there to enforce the rule of law, a

Supreme Court ruling or the Constitution? No

one. Barack Obama and his fellow-travelers will be

unchallenged as they run roughshod over the

American people. 

Many Republicans and conservatives dissatisfied

with the prospect of Mitt Romney as the nominee

for president are instead focused on re-taking the

House and Senate. That goal, while worthy and
necessary, is meaningless
unless Barack Obama is defeated. The nation is

not dealing with a person of character and integrity

but someone of single-minded purpose and

overwhelming narcissism. Judging by his actions,

words and deeds during his first term, he does not

intend to work with Congress either Republican or

Democrat in his second term but rather to force his

radical agenda on the American peoplethrough the

power he has usurped or been granted. 

The governmental structure of the United States

was set up by the founders in the hope that over

the years only those people of high moral

character and integrity would assume the reins of

power. However, knowing that was not always

possible, they dispersed power over three distinct

and independent branches as a check on each

other. 

What they could not imagine is the surrender and

abdication of its constitutional duty by the

preeminent governmental branch, the Congress, to

a chief executive devoid of any character or

integrity coupled with a judiciary essentially

powerless to enforce the law when the chief

executive ignores them 

Conservatives, Libertarians, the Republican Party
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and Mitt Romney must come to grips with this

moment in time and their historical role in

denying Barack Obama and his minions their

ultimate goal. All resources must be directed at

that end-game and not merely controlling

Congress and the various committee

chairmanships. 

Steve McCann 

May 12, 2012 

I would add but 6 words to those above

mentioned, Conservatives, Libertarians, the

Republican Party and Mitt Romney, to say "and we

the American people also", must come to grips

with this moment in time and our role in

denying Barack Obama his life long goal of

"transforming" us into his slaves working on his

government plantation.

Please forward this to all you can, maybe together

we can save America for ourselves and those who

will follow after us. 

May God bless America . 

 

 

Any federal tax advice contained herein or in any attachment hereto is

not intended to be used, and cannot be used, to (1) avoid penalties

imposed under the Internal Revenue Code or (2) support the promotion

or marketing of any transaction or matter. This legend has been affixed

to comply with U.S. Treasury Regulations governing tax practice.
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From: wanda galland
To: 2childrenofgod
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Obama hates our Military..Don"t believe it? Read This.
Date: Monday, October 22, 2012 10:15:57 PM

   .
 Subject: Obama hates our Military..Don't believe it? Read This.       
This is an action of a president that hates our military and veterans and their
families. This a must read !!!!

 

More reason to vote him out in November.   Obama's position on the
military is quite clear.                                                                                                    
Posted by LTG Buck Shuler USAF ret
                                                                                                                          THE
NO. 1 ISSUE THAT WILL DEFEAT OBAMA
Exclusive: Joseph Farah identifies BHO policy proposal GOP could
exploit to victory
There's an issue out there that can ensure Barack Obama is defeated in
2012.
It's not Obamacare. It's not his religious views. It's not his commitment
to socialist and anti-American causes. It's not even the birth certificate
and his eligibility issues.
 I believe the issue that will take Obama down if Republicans make it an
issue is his administration's proposed budget cuts for active-duty
military personnel and military retirees - but not civilian defense
workers. Do you get the picture?
Obama has tipped his hand.   He's showing the entire country what he
thinks about our military service people - the people who risk their lives
for their country are worth less than civilian defense workers who push
papers around in Washington.
Chances are you don't know much about this story.   There's a good
reason for that.   The Big Media don't want you to know, because they
recognize the political radioactivity it represents.   This is the Death Star
for Obama's re-election campaign.   If Americans know about this -
Republicans, Democrats and independents all oppose him.
Here are the details of the story broken by the intrepid Bill Gertz:
a.. "The Obama administration's proposed defense budget calls for
military families and retirees to pay sharply more for their health care,
while leaving unionized civilian defense worker' benefits untouched." b..
"Several congressional aides suggested the move is designed to
increase the enrollment in Obamacare's state-run insurance
exchanges." c.. "The disparity in treatment between civilians and
uniformed personnel is causing a backlash within the military that could
undermine recruitment and retention." d.. "Significantly, the plan calls
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for increases between 30 percent to 79 percent in Tricare annual
premiums for the first year.  After that, the plan will impose five-year
increases ranging from 94 percent to 345 percent - more than three
times current levels."
Think about this - and imagine how you would campaign against Obama
on just this one issue. U.S. military service people don't get the
equipment they need to do their jobs.   They don't have the manpower
they need to complete their missions.   Their families scrimp and
sacrifice financially so they can serve their country.   They risk their
lives and give their lives for their country.
But, according to the Obama administration, unionized civilian defense
workers, sitting behind their comfortable desks in Washington, deserve
better treatment than our heroes serving overseas in Iraq and
Afghanistan and elsewhere.
It's almost unbelievable that Obama could serve up a slow-pitch softball
like this for Republicans to knock out of the park.
It's even more unbelievable that none of them has. Which is why I write
this column.
Obama needs to pay for this.   Whether or not he backs off, whether or
not Congress throws his budget out the window, whether or not these
cuts are ever enacted, Obama needs to pay a big political price for
showing his cards.   Republicans need to remind Americans every day
that Obama is the guy who wants to cut medical care for soldiers,
sailors, Marines and airmen - all while preserving the goodies for
Washington bureaucrats. Men and women who put their lives on the
line, who risked their health and well-being, are treated like second-
class citizens in ObamaWorld.
He signaled his absolute contempt for the U.S. military - not just the
institution of the military, but the active-duty grunts on the front lines.
This is an easy one for the American people to understand.
So where are the Republicans? Where are the talk-show hosts? Where
is the blogosphere chatter?
Obama has stepped in something very smelly here.    Why aren't more
Obama critics making hay of it? Can you understand it?
ALWAYS BARGAIN FROM A POSITION OF STRENGTH
Obama and the Muslim brotherhood would like The United States to
lose it's "position of strength" and its bargaining power!
If we lose our military, we would lose our credibility in the world political
arena.    So, weaken our military and our credibility is weakened.
Ben H. Willingham Association of Naval Aviation Bald Eagle Squadron
P. O. Box 621 Orange Park, FL 32067-0621
Those of you who are not military or retired military, please forward to
as many as you know that are.    Those of you that are retired military,
please send this to your friends!!!  
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Keili McEwen; Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Fwd: OK-SAFE - Sleeping with the Enemy? U.S. Governors to Pair UpWith Chinese
Date: Thursday, June 09, 2011 10:13:46 AM

This is the email that went out regarding China. 

Having trouble viewing this  email?  Please click here Write a  review / Forward to a  Friend

To ensure delivery, please add membership@ok-safe.com to your address book. SmartUnsubscribesm
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Sleeping with the Enemy? 
National Governors Association Meeting to Pair U.S.
Governors and Chinese Party Leaders

OK-SAFE 6/6/11 - U.S. Governors will be saying more than "Ni hau" (Hello)  to

Chinese party officials at an upcoming National Governors Association (NGA)

meeting.

The U.S. - China Governors Forum, scheduled for July 15-17, 2011 in Salt Lake

City, Utah, is set to include one-on-one pairing of U.S. Governors with Chinese

provincial party secretaries and Governors.  The pairings, called "peer-to-peer

exchanges," aim to "strengthen bilateral cooperation." Topics are to include items of

"mutual interest,"  i. e. "job creation, education, health and economic cooperation."

A second session will take place in China in late 2011 or early 2012.

This forum is the result of a Memorandum of Understanding concerning the

establishment of the U.S.-China Governors Forum to Promote Sub-

National Cooperation, signed by Sen. of State Hillary Clinton on January 19,

2011.

Secretary Clinton shakes hands with  the Chinese foreign minister after  the memorandum of
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Listen to America in the
Balance on Truth in Focus
Internet radio.

6/5/11 - Guest Vicky Davis

discusses her latest article

"Quislings to Collaborate with
Communist Chinese" about the

upcoming National Governors

Association meeting where U.S.

Governors will be partnering

one-on-one with Chinese party

officials 

05/15/11 -Guest Charl Van

Wyk, Missionary with Frontline

Ministries and author of

Shooting Back: The Right and
Duty of Self-Defense,  recounts

the day terrorists stormed the

South African church he

attended and how his shooting

back saved lives. Charl reveals

what is happening under

communist rule in South Africa,

particularly the increased

murder rate since the

government restricted gun

ownership.

5/1/11 - Guest Terri Hall,

founder of Texas Turf, gives

and update on the re-imergence

of the Trans-Texas Corridor,

public-private partnerships, toll

roads on existing highways, and

selling off the state's

infrastructure to foreign

interests, all  under Republican

leadership.

4/3/11 - Guest Michael F.

Cannon, Director of Health

Policy Studies at the Cato

Institute, discusses why

"Obamacare Can't Be Fixed,
and Now is the Time to
Dismantle It";  federal grants for

state-based health insurance

exchanges; and why states

should not institute insurance

exchanges. 

Truth in Focus Radio.         

New! Idaho-SAFE:
Sovereignty and Free

Enterprise is catching on -

Check out the new Idaho-SAFE

at www.idaho-safe.org

  

 

 

Contact Us:

understanding signing,  1/19/2011 

Photo Source:  U.S. Dept. of State

The Governors Forum will be held behind close doors. 

[See researcher Vicky Davis'  excellent article on this meeting, entitled "Quislings to
Collaborate with Communist Chinese."]

The collaboration is indicative of the deepening U.S. involvement with the Chinese

government, particularly at the sub-national (state and local) level.  

Increased Agreements

A the Third Round of the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue held in May

2011 the U.S. and China agreed to 48 strategic outcomes, including "further
cooperation between U.S. and Chinese enterprises and institutions on healthcare,
disaster response, and smart grids."

The Rhodium Group, (RHG) has a China Investment Monitor map, indicating that

between 2003-2010 there were 230 deals between states and China, totaling $11.7

Billion in "greenfield and acquisition" investments. This includes Oklahoma.

Oklahoma

According to The Rhodium Group investment map, Oklahoma  has one  Chinese

investment so far, totaling $4 million in "consumer products". 

Governor Mary Fallin, a member of the NGA's Economic Development and

Commerce Committee, will most likely be promoting more Chinese investment in

Oklahoma.  

From this committee's May 2011 briefing:

"Attracting Foreign Direct Investment into the States
On May 17, 2011, the NGA Economic Development and Commerce Committee
hosted a briefing for governors' staff about the role of foreign direct investment from
the perspective of U.S. subsidiaries of foreign parent companies. Topics discussed
included how to recruit investment, tax challenges, conflict-of-laws and the
importance of physical infrastructure to global competitiveness. Panelists: Tom
Langan, director of U.S. government relations and public affairs, Unilever (NGA
Corporate Fellow); Nancy McLernon, president and CEO, Organization for
International Investment (OFII); and, John Lettieri,  senior director of public policy and
government affairs, OFII. Audio link (mp3)"

Oklahoma's Dept. of Commerce promotes Foreign Direct Investment in Oklahoma.

Oklahoma's universities have been busy developing Chinese partnerships, including

OU's Confucius Institute, which aims to "foster a permanent place for the teaching

and study of Chinese in Oklahoma K-12 schools courses."

Where's the Document?

According to the Chinese Embassy in the U.S website, describing President Hu

Jintao's U.S. visit: :

"During Hu's January visit, the two governments signed a memorandum of
understanding commissioning the CPAFFC and the NGA to create the governors
forum mechanism.

According to the document, the forum will serve as an important communication
platform aimed at promoting practical cooperation at the sub-national level in areas
such as trade, investment, energy, environment and culture"

No amount of searching of the State Department, White House, and Chinese

embassy websites has revealed the actual Memorandum of Understanding

document.  

A FOIA request for a copy of the MOU has been submitted to the State Dept.'s

Office of Global Intergovernmental Affairs.
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Email: oksafe@windstream.net

Mail: 

OK-SAFE, Inc. 

P.O. Box 33148 

Tulsa, OK  74153 

2011 Dues now due.  

Pay online or make checks

payable to 

OK-SAFE, Inc. and mail to the

above P.O. Box.

Individual: $50/yr

Group: $100/yr

OK-SAFE, Inc. is a 501c4 non-

profit Oklahoma corporation. 

 

 
Blogroll:

OK-SAFE Blog

AxXiom for Liberty

OCPAC

OK2A

OKforTEA

OK Grassroots

ROPE

The Anti-Planner

The Online POOP

Tulsa 912Project

Patriot Seed Store

Grassroots in Nebraska

Research/News:

American Deception

American Policy Center

Cato Institute

Channeling Reality

EdLibertyWatch

EPIC

Freedom Advocates

Global Research

National Center for Constitutional

Studies

Randy Bright Articles

Reinventing Government

Scribd

Sovereignty International

The 2011 NGA Winter  Meeting , held in  Washington D.C. featured Zhou Qiang, Party  Secretary,

Hunan Provincial  Committee,  pictured above.   Zhou encouraged increased sub-national cooperation.

Photo Source:  National  Governors Association.

What are the intentions of the Fallin administration regarding expanding Chinese

involvement in Oklahoma?  

Does Gov. Fallin intend to partner with a Chinese party official at the July meeting in

Salt Lake City and seek increased "sub-national cooperation"?

Does Fallin intend to encourage Chinese foreign direct investment in Oklahoma or

seek public-private partnerships with the Chinese in developing Oklahoma's

infrastructure?

These and other questions need to be answered by this "conservative" governor.

Governor Fallin's office contact information: 

Phone: 405-521-2342

Email: info@gov.ok.gov

 

Health Exchange Update - Public Meetings
 
OK-SAFE, 6/6/11 - The substitute language for the failed HB 2130 (HUB board bill,

establishing governance of the health insurance exchange)  finally appeared in SB

971, introduced on 4/27/11.

Due to all  the calls, emails and legislative visits by the Oklahoma grassroots, OK

leadership decided not to hear SB 971, choosing instead to form a special joint

legislative committee to study the issue this fall.

From the 5/23/11 Tulsa World article by Wayne Greene:

"OKLAHOMA CITY - Two Tulsa lawmakers have been chosen to deal with one of

the hottest of political hot potatoes next fall. 

Sen. Gary Stanislawski, R-Tulsa, and Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, are the leaders

of a special joint legislative committee that will study how the state should respond

to the federal mandate to create a state health insurance exchange." Rest here.

These public meetings should be attended by anyone with concerns about the

controversial health care reform act.  

Contact Information:

Sen. Gary Stanislawski - stanislawski@oksenate.gov

Rep. Glen Mulready - glen.mulready@okhouse.gov 
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Tulsa Beacon

WND

Constitutional Alliance

 

Liberty Forge

Liberty Forge is a social

network devoted to connecting

voters and groups who support

a constitutionally limited

government. Since elections are

the only part of our Republic

that is democratic, and the

representative to citizen ratio is

so low, it only makes sense to

have a discussion forum to

enable voters to vet candidates

and issues. The power of

Liberty Forge is in assigning a

discussion forum to each

individual voting district. As a

member you enroll in your

voting district discussion groups

and focus your time and energy

on the aspects of government

which you have the most power

and responsibility to effect.

Liberty Forge

Psalm 118: 8,9 - "It  is better  to take refuge in  the LORD than to trust in  man;  It  is better  to take
refuge in  the LORD than to trust in  princes."

 

From Texas Turf: 

Texas for Sale: New laws sell Texas to highest bidder 
by Terri Hall,  June 2, 2011

Excerpt:

Name your price & they’ll sell you Texas

A steady stream of bills to sell-off Texas infrastructure to private corporations

flooded the pipeline during the 82nd Regular Session of the Texas Legislature with

a key bill, SB 1048, to authorize state and local governments to privatize virtually

every kind of public infrastructure (except roads) and charge user fees or lease

payments for the public to access its own buildings: schools, hospitals, nursing

homes, water supply facilities, ports, mass transit,  libraries, even

telecommunications and pipelines.

Rest of article here.

 

OK-SAFE, Inc.,  PO Box 33148, Tulsa,  OK 74153

Forward to a Friend

SmartUnsubscribesm

This email was sent to jmtulsa@gmail.com by membership@ok-safe.com

Update Profile/Email Address | SmartUnsubscribesm from this list | Privacy Policy
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Own A Home, Please Read
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 6:12:06 PM

Could this be true?

 

Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012, 1:33 PM

 

Subj: If you own a home, Please read this.

 
Don't forget to click on the link about Congress people not knowing about this.

Some new stuff about Obamacare!

 

Another hit on the middle class.......

If you own a home, Please read this.

The National Association of REALTORS is all over this and working to get it
repealed,  before it takes effect.  But,  I am very pleased we aren't the only ones
who know about this ploy to steal billions from unsuspecting homeowners.  How
many REALTORS do you think will vote Democratic in 2012? 

Did you know that if you sell your house after 2012 you will pay a 3.8% sales tax on
it?  That's $3,800 on a $100,000 home,  etc.  When did this happen?  It's in the
health care bill and goes into effect in 2013. 

Why 2013?   Could it be to come to light AFTER the 2012 elections?  So,  this is
"change you can believe in"?  Under the new health care bill all real estate
transactions will be subject to a 3.8% Sales Tax.

If you sell a $400,000 home,  there will be a $15,200 tax.  
This bill is set to screw the retiring generation who often downsize their homes. 
Does this make your November and 2012 vote more important?

Oh,  you weren't aware this was in the Obamacare bill?  Guess what,  you aren't
alone.  There are more than a few members of Congress that aren't aware of it
either  < http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare-flatlines-obamacare-taxes-
home > 

I hope you forward this to every single person in your address book.  VOTERS
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NEED TO KNOW. 
===============================================================
Look carefully at the 2014 rate compared to the 2013 rate

EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW, NOT ONLY SENIORS.    
Look carefully at the 2014 rate compared to the 2013 rate.
For those of you who are on Medicare, read the following. It's short, but important and
you probably haven't heard about it in the Marxist liberal media. "The per person
Medicare Insurance Premium will increase from the present Monthly Fee of

$96.40, rising to:

$104.20 in 2012

$120.20 in 2013

And

$247.00 in 2014."

These are Provisions incorporated in the Obamacare Legislation, purposely delayed so as
not to confuse the 2012 Re-Election Campaigns. Send this to all Seniors that you know,
so they will know who's throwing them under the bus.

Did you notice who Obama threatened when he wasn't getting his way on raising the
debt ceiling? 
He threatened to not pay: 
Social Security Retirees,
Military Retirees,
Social Security disability and Federal Retirees. 

Now.. Let this sink in really good - 
He did not threaten to stop payments to illegal aliens 
He did not threatened to take frivolous benefits such as Internet access away from
violent inmates 
He did not offer to fire some of the thousands of unnecessary federal employees that he
hired 
He did not offer to cut down on his or his wife's frivolous gallivanting around 
He did not threaten to not pay the senators and representatives or any of their staff 
He did not threaten to take benefits away from welfare recipients 
He did not threaten the food stamp programs 
He did not threaten to not pay foreign aid 
He did not threaten to cut back on anything that involves his base voters 

The list could go on and on. He is in full political re-election mode!

 

 
ELECTION 2012 IS COMING!!!
A Nation of Sheep Breeds a Government of Wolves!

I'M 100% for PASSING THIS ON!!!

Let's Take a Stand!!! 

 

= 
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From: Robert Green
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Ryan"s proposed cuts - Explains a lot
Date: Sunday, November 04, 2012 4:12:49 PM

Subject: Ryan's proposed cuts - Explains a lot

 

 
 

 

 

Subject:
Paul

Ryan's 

proposed

cuts....
WOULDN'T YOU SAY THAT EVERYONE IN       THE USA

NEEDS TO SEE THIS?

I TRUST YOU WILL 

      NOT ONLY READ THIS, BUT THAT YOU

WILL AS SOON AS YOU CAN PASS IT ON

TO ALL 

      YOUR CONTACTS.

LET'S GET THIS 

      OUT. LET EVERYONE SEE WHERE SO

MUCH WASTE IS. AND LET'S SEE IF WE

CAN WIN 

      THIS ELECTION!!!!!!!!!!!

PAUL       RYAN'S PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS
A List of 

      Republican Budget Cuts

Notice S.S. And 

      the military are NOT on this list.
These 
      are all the programs that the new
Republican House has proposed
cutting. 
     
Read 
      to the end.

* 

      Corporation for Public Broadcasting

Subsidy -- $445 million annual 

      savings.

* Save America 's Treasures Program --
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$25 million annual 

      savings.

* International Fund for Ireland -- $17

million annual 

      savings.

* Legal Services Corporation -- $420

million annual 

      savings.

* National Endowment for the Arts --

$167.5 million annual 

      savings.

* National Endowment for the Humanities

-- $167.5 million 

      annual savings.

* Hope VI Program -- $250 million annual

savings.

* 

      Amtrak Subsidies -- $1.565 billion

annual savings.

* Eliminate 

      duplicating education programs --

H.R. 2274 (in last Congress), authored 

      by Rep. McKeon, eliminates 68 at a

savings of $1.3 billion annually.

* 

      U.S. Trade Development Agency --

$55 million annual savings.

* Woodrow 

      Wilson Center Subsidy -- $20 million

annual savings.

* Cut in half 

      funding for congressional printing and

binding -- $47 million annual 

      savings.

* John C. Stennis Center Subsidy --

$430,000 annual 

      savings.

* Community Development Fund -- $4.5

billion annual 

      savings.

* Heritage Area Grants and Statutory Aid

-- $24 million annual 

      savings.

* Cut Federal Travel Budget in Half --

$7.5 billion annual 

      savings

* Trim Federal Vehicle Budget by 20% --

$600 million annual 

      savings.

* Essential Air Service -- $150 million

annual savings.

* 

      Technology Innovation Program --

$70 million annual savings.

* 

      Manufacturing Extension Partnership

(MEP) Program -- $125 million annual 

      savings..

* Department of Energy Grants to States

for Weatherization -- 

      $530 million annual savings.

* Beach Replenishment -- $95 million 

      annual savings.

* New Starts Transit -- $2 billion annual 

      savings.

�ExchangePrograms 

      for Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians,

and Their Historical Trading 

      Partners in Massachusetts -- $9

million annual savings

* Intercity and 

      High Speed Rail Grants -- $2.5 billion
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annual savings.

* Title X Family 

      Planning -- $318 million annual

savings.

* Appalachian Regional 

      Commission -- $76 million annual

savings.

* Economic Development 

      Administration -- $293 million annual

savings.

* Programs under the 

      National and Community Services Act

-- $1.15 billion annual savings.

* 

      Applied Research at Department of

Energy -- $1.27 billion annual 

      savings.

* Freedom CAR and Fuel Partnership --

$200 million annual 

      savings..

* Energy Star Program -- $52 million

annual 

      savings.

*Economic Assistance to Egypt 

      -- $250 million annually.

* U.S.Agency for International

Development -- $1.39 

      billion annual savings.

* General Assistance to District of 

      Columbia -- $210 million annual

savings.

* Subsidy for Washington 

      Metropolitan Area Transit Authority --

$150 million annual 

      savings.

*Presidential Campaign Fund 

      -- $775 million savings over ten

years.

* No funding for federal 

      office space acquisition -- $864 million

annual savings.

* End prohibitions on competitive sourcing

of 

      government services.

* Repeal the Davis-Bacon Act -- More

than 

      $1 billion annually.

* IRS Direct Deposit: Require the IRS to

deposit 

      fees for some services it offers (such

as processing payment plans for 

      taxpayers) to the Treasury, instead of

allowing it to remain as part of 

      its budget -- $1.8 billion savings over

ten years.

*Require collection of unpaid taxes by

federal 

      employees -- $1 billion total

savings.WHAT THE HELL IS THIS 
      ABOUT?
* Prohibit taxpayer funded union 

      activities by federal employees -- $1.2

billion savings over ten 

      years.

* Sell excess federal properties the

government does not make 

      use of -- $15 billion total savings.

*Eliminate death gratuity for Members of 

      Congress.WHAT???
* 

      Eliminate Mohair Subsidies -- $1

million annual savings.
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*Eliminate taxpayer subsidies to the

United 

      Nations Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change -- $12.5 million annual 

      savings WELL 
      ISN'T THAT SPECIAL
* Eliminate Market Access 

      Program -- $200 million annual

savings.

* USDA Sugar Program -- $14 

      million annual savings.

* Subsidy to Organization for Economic 

      Co-operation and Development

(OECD) -- $93 million annual savings.

* 

      Eliminate the National Organic

Certification Cost-Share Program -- $56.2 

      million annual savings.

*Eliminate 

      fund for Obamacare administrative

costs-- $900 million savings.

* Ready to Learn 

      TV Program -- $27 million savings..

* HUD Ph.D. Program.

* Deficit 

      Reduction Check-Off Act.

*TOTAL SAVINGS: $2.5 Trillion 
      over Ten Years

My 

      question is, what is all this doing in

the budget in the first 

      place?

Maybe this is 

      why the Democrats are attacking Paul

Ryan. .

Please 
      Send to everyone you know..

 

-- 
Pete Peterman
GOD BLESS AMERICA
IN GOD WE TRUST
 

23116



From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Fwd: Surprises after 2012
Date: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 9:55:36 AM

 

 

 

 

The National Association of REALTORS is all over
this and working to get it repealed, before it
takes effect. But, I am very pleased we aren't
the only ones who know about this ploy to steal
billions from unsuspecting homeowners. 
 

Did you know that if you sell your house after
2012 you will pay a 3.8% sales tax on it? That's
$3,800 on a $100,000 home, etc.
 

 When did this happen? It's in the health care
bill and goes into effect in 2013.
 Why 2013?  Could it be that it is to come to
light AFTER the 2012 elections?
 

So, this is "change you can believe in"?
 

Under the new health care bill all real estate
transactions will be subject to a 3.8% Sales Tax.
If you sell a $400,000 home, there will be a
$15,200 tax.
 

 Perhaps those most effected by this will be the
retiring generation who often downsize their
homes.
 

 Does this make your November and 2012 vote
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more important?
 

Oh, you weren't aware this was in the
Obamacare bill?
 

Guess what, you aren't alone. There are more
than a few members of Congress that aren't
aware of it either!
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From: Robert Green
Subject: Fw: Fwd: The Number 1 issue that can BEAT OBAMA.....................
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 7:08:31 PM

Share this with all your military friends and

their loved ones and loyal patriots.
Posted by LTG Buck Shuler USAF ret
 
  THE NO. 1 ISSUE THAT WILL DEFEAT OBAMA
Exclusive: Joseph Farah identifies BHO policy proposal GOP could exploit to victory

There's an issue out there that can ensure Barack
Obama is defeated in 2012.
It's not Obamacare.
It's not his religious views.
It's not his commitment to socialist and anti-
American causes.
It's not even the birth certificate and his eligibility
issues.
I believe the issue that will take Obama down if
Republicans make it an issue is his administration's
proposed budget cuts for active-duty military
personnel and military retirees - but not civilian
defense workers.
Do you get the picture?
Obama has tipped his hand.   He's showing the
entire country what he thinks about our military
service people - the people who risk their lives for
their country are worth less than civilian defense
workers who push papers around in Washington .
Chances are you don't know much about this
story.   There's a good reason for that.   The Big
Media don't want you to know, because they
recognize the political radioactivity it represents.  
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This is the Death Star for Obama's re-election
campaign.   If Americans know about this -
Republicans, Democrats and independents all
oppose him.
Here are the details of the story broken by the
intrepid Bill Gertz:
a.. "The Obama administration's proposed defense
budget calls for military families and retirees to pay
sharply more for their health care, while leaving
unionized civilian defense worker' benefits
untouched."
b.. "Several congressional aides suggested the
move is designed to increase the enrollment in
Obamacare's state-run insurance exchanges."
c.. "The disparity in treatment between civilians and
uniformed personnel is causing a backlash within
the military that could undermine recruitment and
retention."
d.. "Significantly, the plan calls for increases
between 30 percent to 79 percent in Tricare annual
premiums for the first year.  After that, the plan will
impose five-year increases ranging from 94 percent
to 345 percent - more than three times current
levels."
Think about this - and imagine how you would
campaign against Obama on just this one issue.
U.S. military service people don't get the equipment
they need to do their jobs.   They don't have the
manpower they need to complete their missions.  
Their families scrimp and sacrifice financially so
they can serve their country.   They risk their lives
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and give their lives for their country.
But, according to the Obama administration,
unionized civilian defense workers, sitting behind
their comfortable desks in Washington , deserve
better treatment than our heroes serving overseas in
Iraq and Afghanistan and elsewhere.
It's almost unbelievable that Obama could serve up
a slow-pitch softball like this for Republicans to
knock out of the park.
It's even more unbelievable that none of them has.
Which is why I write this column.
Obama needs to pay for this.   Whether or not he
backs off, whether or not Congress throws his
budget out the window, whether or not these cuts
are ever enacted, Obama needs to pay a big political
price for showing his cards.   Republicans need to
remind Americans every day that Obama is the guy
who wants to cut medical care for soldiers, sailors,
Marines and airmen - all while preserving the
goodies for Washington bureaucrats.
Men and women who put their lives on the line, who
risked their health and well-being, are treated like
second-class citizens in ObamaWorld.
He signaled his absolute contempt for the U.S.
military - not just the institution of the military, but
the active-duty grunts on the front lines.
This is an easy one for the American people to
understand.
So where are the Republicans?
Where are the talk-show hosts?
Where is the blogosphere chatter?
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Obama has stepped in something very smelly
here.    Why aren't more Obama critics making hay
of it?
Can you understand it?
ALWAYS BARGAIN FROM A POSITION OF
STRENGTH
Obama and the Muslim brotherhood would like The
United States to lose it's "position of strength" and
its bargaining power!
If we lose our military, we would lose our credibility
in the world political arena.    So, weaken our
military and our credibility is weakened.
Ben H. Willingham
Association of Naval Aviation
Bald Eagle Squadron
P. O. Box 621
Orange Park, FL 32067-0621
Those of you who are not military or retired military,
please forward to as many as you know that are.   
Those of you that are retired military, please send
this to your friends!!!
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From: denisenorthrup
To: Cody Inman
Subject: Fw: Fwd: URGENT Obamacare fight in Oklahoma!
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:17:14 PM

Had many calls?
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

From: Jennifer Carter >
Date: Wed, 14 Nov 2012 15:09:36 -0600
To: Denise Northrup<
Subject: Fwd: URGENT Obamacare fight in Oklahoma!

FYI�

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Steve Dickson <
Date: November 14, 2012, 2:36:26 PM CST
To: JENNIFER < >
Subject: URGENT Obamacare fight in Oklahoma!
Reply-To: Steve Dickson >

URGENT

Time is short - contact Governor Fallin's office and let her know you
appreciate her firm stand in the past against Obamacare. 
Now is the time to say NO to the insurance exchanges required to create
it at the state level, as well as the expansion of Medicaid Senator Coburn
warned us about.

Call the Governor's office at 405-521-2342 and let her know what you
think!
==============================================

Unsubscribe  from this list:
http://stevedickson.us4.list-manage1.com/unsubscribe?
u=206b730cd53c6ebe8637a10b2&id=fb43516f01&e=857e94adfe&c=b882ca69c1
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Fwd: WATCH BEFORE IT"S TAKEN OFF THE INTERNET
Date: Thursday, March 29, 2012 9:02:17 AM

Thank you Mr. Rogers!  About time someone stood up for America.

Monday the Supreme Court begins hearing the case to overthrow

Obamacare....pray they do!!!!

 Friday, March 23, 2012 11:08 PM

 

CHECK THIS OUT! 
 

Ok ,this is worth every MINUTE (ONLY 4) to watch this! THIS HITS IT OUT
OF THE BALL PARK ! AND IT ONLY has HAD 24,048 views. It was taken
inside Congress with a Congressman. YOU HAVE TO WATCH THIS and

YOU MUST PASS THIS ON!!! THIS IS IMPERATIVE EVERYONE SEE THIS!!!
IT WAS TAKEN OFF THE VIDEO TAPES OF THE FLOOR OF OUR

NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. PLEASE GET THIS OUT TO EVERYONE!!! 
http :// www . youtube . com /watch_popup? v =G44NCvNDLfc

 

 

 

-- 

Frankie Hawkins
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Teddy Keith Wade 
Subject: FW: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 4:00:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Set to record for me, please.
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56 PM
To: Governor's Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren's show tonight on Fox News
 
All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 

Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: FYI: GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:13:00 PM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: FYI: GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare
 
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gop-governors-vow-to-ignore-obamacare/article/2500862
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: FYI: GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:14:00 PM

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: FYI: GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare
 
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gop-governors-vow-to-ignore-obamacare/article/2500862
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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Name Amount email

Janet Barresi $1,000.00 Janet_Barresi@sde.state.ok.us

Don Barrington $1,000.00 barrington@oksenate.gov

Lisa Billy $1,000.00 lisajbilly@okhouse.gov

Brian Bingman $2,500.00 bingman@oksenate.gov

Bill Brown $1,000.00 brownb@oksenate.gov

Mike Christian $1,000.00 mike.christian@okhouse.gov

From: Clifton John T
Subject: Fw: GOP State Legislators Took Money from Obama Bundler George Kaiser!
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2011 4:02:32 PM

  
 
            John  C.        
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Oklahomans for Liberty <david@libertyok.com>

To: JOHNT_CLIFTON@YAHOO.COM

Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2011 2:41 PM

Subject: GOP State Legislators Took Money from Obama Bundler George Kaiser!

Is this email not displaying correctly?View
it in your browser.

Much has been said about the Solyndra/Kaiser controversy in the news. Read the latest news

here. However, what isn't known is that despite George Kaiser being an Obama Bundler and

staunch Democrat, he has given thousands of dollars to so-called conservative legislators.

Additionally, these same Republicans are responsible for tax credits that more than likely

benefitted the acquisition of Solyndra by George Kaiser and his foundation.  Read more about

the tax credit/Solyndra connection here.

It's a shame that GOP legislators are doing the bidding of a man like George Kaiser who's more

concerned about passing Obama's agenda than furthering conservative causes.  We know that

Mr. Kaiser is behind the push for Gov. Fallin to accept Obama's Race To The Top grant money

and he is also pushing for the GOP legislators to implement Obamacare Health Exchanges.

So why are our GOP legislators taking money from this unabashed, Obama-loving liberal? 

Maybe you should ask them yourself. Their email addresses are right next to their names.

Below are the GOP legislators and state officials who have taken money from George Kaiser

personally.  Even though Mr. Kaiser funnels alot of his money through his PACs, we will just

focus on the contributions he gave himself.
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Ann Coody $1,000.00 anncoody@okhouse.gov

Doug Cox $2,000.00 dougcox@okhouse.gov

Brian Crain $250.00 crain@oksenate.gov

Lee Denney $500.00 leedenney@okhouse.gov

David Derby $500.00 david.derby@okhouse.gov

Mary Fallin $3,500.00 info@gov.ok.gov

John Ford $1,000.00 fordj@oksenate.gov

Jeff Hickman $1,000.00 jwhickman@okhouse.gov

Rob Johnson $1,000.00 johnsonr@oksenate.gov

Clark Jolley $1,000.00 jolley@oksenate.gov

Fred Jordan $500.00 fred.jordan@okhouse.gov

Todd Lamb $2,000.00 (405) 521-2161

Steve Martin $500.00 stevemartin@okhouse.gov

Mike Mazzei $1,000.00 mazzei@oksenate.gov

Mark Mccullough $1,000.00 mark.mccullough@okhouse.gov

Skye Mcniel $1,000.00 skye.mcniel@okhouse.gov

Ken Miller $3,500.00 (405) 521-3191

Glen Mulready $1,000.00 glen.mulready@okhouse.gov

Dana Murphy $2,000.00 mail@danamurphy.com

David Myers $500.00 myers@oksenate.gov

Jason Nelson $1,000.00 jason.nelson@okhouse.gov

Charles Ortega $1,000.00 charles.ortega@okhouse.gov

Leslie Osborn $1,000.00 leslie.osborn@okhouse.gov

Ron Peters $6,000.00 ronpeters@okhouse.gov

Todd Russ $1,000.00 todd.russ@okhouse.gov

Mike Schulz $2,000.00 schulz@oksenate.gov
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Kris Steele $1,000.00 krissteele@okhouse.gov

Dan Sullivan $1,000.00 danielsullivan@okhouse.gov

Todd Thomsen $1,000.00 todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov

Sue Tibbs $2,000.00 suetibbs@okhouse.gov

John Trebilcock $500.00 johntrebilcock@okhouse.gov

Weldon Watson $500.00 weldon.watson@okhouse.gov

Stay tuned for more details at our website, www.LibertyOK.comSincerely,David Tackett

Oklahomans for Liberty

| follow on Twitter          |       forward to a friend

Copyright © 2011 Oklahomans for Liberty, All rights reserved. 
Please hit unsubscribe if you not wish to receive further emails. 

Our mailing address is:
Oklahomans for Liberty

PO Box 140725

Broken Arrow, OK 74014

Add us to your address book

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Brian Anderson
To: "Andrea Edwards"
Subject: FW: Gotta See This - ObamaCare in one sentence
Date: Wednesday, September 12, 2012 10:18:44 AM

This Lady says it all!
 
Brian Anderson
 
 
http://electbellar.com/2012/08/obamacare-summed-up-in-one-sentence/
 
 

o   Let me get this straight. (This is a long sentence.)

We’re going to be gifted with a healthcare plan
we are forced to purchase, and fined if we don’t,
which puportedly covers at least 10 million more people,
without adding a single new doctor,
but provides for 16000 new IRS agents,
written by a committee
whose chairman says he doesn’t understand it,
passed by a congress that didn’t read it
but exempted themselves from it,
and signed by a president who smokes,
with funding administered by a treasury chief who didn’t pay his taxes,
for which we will be taxed for four years
before any benefits take effect,
by a government which has already bankrupted social security
and medicare,
all to be overseen by a surgeon general who is obese
and financed by a country that’s broke.

 
 

This message is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged, proprietary, copyrighted, or otherwise private
information. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete the original. Any other use of
the email by you is prohibited.

 

23131

mailto:brian9-12@earthlink.net
mailto:osucboy@cox.net
http://electbellar.com/2012/08/obamacare-summed-up-in-one-sentence/


From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 2:58:00 PM
Attachments: 3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:06 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
 
All –
 
In a letter sent today to all Oklahoma state senators and representatives, Governor Mary Fallin
asked lawmakers to pass legislation (HB 2130) furthering the creation of an Oklahoma Health
Insurance Exchange. The letter (attached) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance
exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
The full text of the letter is below:
 
Dear Lawmaker,

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year
anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.
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One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.

Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on model legislation introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by
public debt for many years to come.

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB
2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Dan Ramsey
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Government Affairs Update: Timeline of PPACA Implementation
Date: Thursday, July 19, 2012 10:00:18 AM
Attachments: image001.png

July 2012 timeline of PPACA implementation.pptx
Importance: High

Katie – I thought I would pass this time line chart that I just received from our national association along to you –
thought it might be helpful.
 
Dan Ramsey, CIC
IIAO President/CEO
(405) 840-4426/(405) 840-4450 (fax)
ddr@iiaok.com
 
The mission statement of the Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma, working in the public's best interest,
through active member participation, is to be the unrelenting ad
vocate of independent insurance agents and to fulfill the education, political, and business needs of its members.
 
Click here to chat online with an IIAO staff member.
 
Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/iiaoklahoma 

www.twitter.com/iiao

 

From: Charles Symington [mailto:Charles.Symington@iiaba.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 19, 2012 9:44 AM
To: Charles Symington
Cc: Bob Rusbuldt; Ryan Young; John Prible; Jen McPhillips; Nicole Audet; Wes Bissett; Margarita Tapia
Subject: Government Affairs Update: Timeline of PPACA Implementation
Importance: High
 
 

 
TO:                 State Executives

State Lobbyists
                                Executive Committee
                                Government Affairs Committee

Board of Directors
State Chairs/Presidents
Health Care Task Force

                                           
FROM:           Big I Government Affairs Team
                                               
DATE:            July 19, 2012

 
RE:                 Updated Timeline of PPACA Implementation

23134

mailto:ddr@iiaok.com
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
http://messenger.providesupport.com/messenger/iiaok.html
http://www.facebook.com/iiaoklahoma
http://www.twitter.com/iiao






Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA)















1



A Timeline of PPACA Provisions That Could Affect You













2010





2014





2018











2010 











Insurance plans prohibited from imposing lifetime benefit limits and restricted annual limits.





Insurance plans required to carry dependents up to the age of 26.





Insurance plans required to cover preventive services without cost sharing.





Insurance plans prohibited from denying coverage to individuals under the age of 19 based on pre-existing conditions.





Insurance plans prohibited from rescinding coverage except in cases of fraud.





Temporary (until 2014) high risk pools established for individuals (older than 19) who are denied coverage based on pre-existing conditions.



















2010 Cont’d
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States begin reviewing premium trends and companies must justify increases over certain thresholds. There is no new power to block rate increases but plans may be excluded from exchanges.





First Phase of Small Business Tax Credit: 
Small businesses with less than 25 employees and average annual wages of less than $50,000 are eligible for tax credits of up to 35% of the employer’s contribution toward the employee’s health insurance premium. Employers must subsidize at least 50% of their employees’ premiums in order to be eligible for the tax credit. Credit only available through 2013.





Create the Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (Co-Op) program to foster the creation of non-profit, member-run health insurance companies in all 50 states. $6 billion is appropriated to finance the program and award loans and grants to establish Co-Ops by July 1, 2013.





Establish an internet website (www.healthcare.gov) to help residents identify health coverage options (effective July 1) and develop a standard format for presenting information on coverage options.















2011

Over-the-counter drugs not prescribed by a doctor may not be reimbursed through an FSA or HRA nor on a tax free basis through an Archer MSA or HSA.















Insurance plans required to comply with new medical loss ratios (MLR): 80% for individual and small group plans and 85% for large group plans. Companies required to provide rebates to consumers if they fail to comply with the MLRs.





Funding available for states to begin establishing Exchanges until January 1, 2015.





Medicare Part D beneficiaries that fall into the “donut hole” will receive a 50% discount on covered brand-name prescriptions. This will grow to a 75% discount by 2020.













2013

(IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROGRAM HALTED INDEFINITELY BY HHS) CLASS Act: A national long term care assistance/disability insurance plan is established. The benefit is tied to one’s inability to perform two or three Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) and the benefit amount is varied based on the “scale of functional ability” with a $50-7/day cash benefit.  All working adults will be automatically enrolled in the program unless they choose to opt-out.











Increase Medicare tax rate on wages by 0.9% (from 1.45% to 2.35%) on earnings over $200,000 for individual taxpayers ($250,000 for joint filers).





3.8% tax increase on investment income for taxpayers making $200,000 per year ($250,000 for joint filers); however in real estate transactions there is an exemption in current law for $250,000 on the sale of a principal residence ($500,000 for joint filers).





Contributions to FSAs limited to $2,500 per year.













2014 











Exchanges are created and open to individuals and small businesses (2-100 employees). Exchanges will include four tiers of private plans(Bronze- 60% actuarial value, Silver-70%, Gold-80%, Platinum- 90%, and Catastrophic coverage). 





Insurance plans required to abide by guaranteed issue, minimum benefit standards, revised rate bands for individual and small group market (2-100 employees).





Premium tax credits (subsidies for purchase of health insurance) available via exchanges for individuals/families with incomes between 100% and 400% of federal poverty level who do not receive employer based coverage. 





Employers with more than 200 employees would be required to automatically enroll employees into health insurance plans offered by employer (employees may opt-out).

















2014 Cont’d

New tax is levied on insurance companies based on net premiums written. This tax will raise an estimated $8 billion in 2014, reaching $14.3 billion by 2018. The tax does not sunset and is indexed thereafter.











Phase II of Small Business Tax Credit: Small businesses with less than 25 employees and average annual wages of less than $50,000 are eligible for tax credits of up to 50% of the employer’s contribution toward the employee’s health insurance premium. Employers must subsidize at least 50% of their employees’ premiums in order to be eligible for the tax credit. Credit only available for two years.





Employer Mandate: Employers with more than 50 employees who do not offer their employees health insurance will be subject to a $2,000 tax penalty/per full-time employee (per year) if one of their employees is eligible for a tax credit subsidy (first 30 employees exempted from calculation).





Individual Mandate: Individuals required to purchase health insurance or face a tax penalty of up to $95 per year (or 1.0% of income, whichever is greater). In 2015 the penalty is $325 per adult (or 2.0% of income) and in 2016 the penalty is $695/year (or of 2.5% of income). After 2016, penalty amounts are indexed to inflation.













2014 Cont’d











States must expand Medicaid to 133% of federal poverty level. States will receive 100% federal financing from 2014-2016, 95% financing in 2017, 94% financing in 2018, 93% financing in 2019, and 90% financing in 2020 and beyond. However, the Supreme Court struck down the ability of the federal government to withhold their portion of current Medicaid funds to force states to comply with the expansion.





Allow states the option of merging the individual and small group markets in Exchanges.





Waiting periods for coverage cannot exceed 90 days.













2017











States are permitted to allow businesses with more than 100 employees to purchase coverage in SHOP Exchanges.









2018











“Cadillac Tax” takes effect.  A 40% excise tax is levied on insurers of employer-sponsored health plans with aggregate values that exceed $10,200 for individual and $27,500 for family.  The tax is applied to the amounts that exceed the threshold and it will be indexed for inflation.









Closer Look at Medical Loss Ratios

“Other non-claims costs,” such as administrative costs, cannot be more than 15% of the premium in the large group market or 20% in the small group/individual markets. 



In January 2011, HHS deemed that agent commissions must fit within that 15%/20%, leading to a squeeze on agent compensation.



The Big “I” is focused on congressional legislation that would statutorily exclude agent compensation from the MLR formula. In the House Mike Rogers (R-MI) and John Barrow (D-GA) introduced H.R. 1206, which has over 200 bipartisan cosponsors. 



Senators Mary Landrieu (D-LA) and Johnny Isakson (R-GA) have introduced S.2288, the “Access to Professional Health Insurance Advisors Act of 2012”, which is a companion to the House bill. 









Closer Look at Individual Mandate

Beginning in 2014, virtually every U.S. citizen and legal resident will be required to purchase health insurance or face a tax penalty.



There are certain exemptions from the individual mandate including: those who choose not to buy a policy for religious reasons, undocumented immigrants, incarcerated citizens, members of Native American tribes, those with family income below the threshold requiring a tax return.



To satisfy the mandate, individuals must obtain health insurance for the entire year through one of the following sources: Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, veteran’s health programs, a plan offered by an employer, insurance purchased on your own that is at least at the Bronze level (60% actuarial value).



The penalty for non-compliance will be phased-in according to the following schedule: $95 (or 1% of income, whichever is higher) in 2014, $325 (or 2% of income) in 2015, and $695 (or 2.5% of income) in 2016. After 2016, the penalty will be increased annually by the cost-of-living adjustment. 









Closer Look at Employer Mandate

Beginning in 2014, employers with 50 or more full-time employees that do not offer coverage and have at least one full-time employee who receives a premium tax credit will be assessed a fee of $2,000 per full-time employee, excluding the first 30 employees from the assessment. 



Employers with 50 or more full-time employees that offer coverage but have at least one full-time employee receiving a premium tax credit, will pay the lesser of $3,000 for each employee receiving a premium credit or $2,000 for each full-time employee, excluding the first 30 employees from the assessment. (Effective January 1, 2014).



Employers with 200-plus full-time employees must automatically enroll their employees into health insurance plans.











Closer Look at Exchanges

Exchanges are a government created platform for the sale of health insurance, intended to bring all “qualified” plans into one forum by establishing common rules regarding the offering and pricing of insurance, and providing information on these plans to consumers.



Also through the exchanges, consumers may sign up for government programs such as Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).



In addition, through the exchanges qualified consumers (up to 400% of the poverty level) will receive government assistance to purchase private insurance through the use of premium tax credits.



States face a Jan. 1, 2013 deadline for certification of their exchanges by HHS, initial enrollment on Oct. 1, 2013 and a “go live” date of Jan. 1, 2014. If they do not meet these deadlines, the federal government will step in. At this point, with the lack of progress in the majority of states, some level of federal involvement in the majority of exchanges is likely. 
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With the recent Supreme Court decision upholding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), there has
been greater interest in the details of the law and how it will impact independent insurance agents and their
customers.  Please find attached an updated timeline on the implementation of key provisions of the law.  The power
point can be used to provide background to others in the insurance market or to clients.  Please don’t hesitate to let
us know if you have any questions.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Governor Daniels Media Advisory on HHS Denial of Indiana Waiver Request
Date: Monday, November 28, 2011 4:52:00 PM

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: State of Indiana [mailto:indiana@subscriptions.in.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 4:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Daniels Media Advisory on HHS Denial of Indiana Waiver Request
 

 MEDIA ADVISORY

November 28, 2011

 

Governor Mitch Daniels issued this statement about the Department of Health and Human
Services’ denial of the state’s request for relief from a key provision of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

 

“Once again, the Obama administration took a position in favor of higher health care costs
and against personal freedom.  Today’s letter is further proof that the PPACA is a catastrophe
for America and must be repealed.”

 

A copy of the letter may be found at this link:

http://www.in.gov/gov/files/Press/112811HHSLetter.pdf

 

 

Please contact Logan Harrison at the Department of Insurance for additional background. He
may be reached at 317-234-7734.

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at
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any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to
log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact
support@subscriptions.in.gov.

This service is provided to you at no charge by the State of Indiana.

Click here to receive Silver Alerts.

This email was sent to katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: State of Indiana · 402
Washington Street  · Indianapolis, IN ·46204 · 800.457.8283
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Governor Daniels Media Advisory on HHS Denial of Indiana Waiver Request
Date: Monday, November 28, 2011 4:52:47 PM

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: State of Indiana [mailto:indiana@subscriptions.in.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 4:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Daniels Media Advisory on HHS Denial of Indiana Waiver Request
 

 MEDIA ADVISORY

November 28, 2011

 

Governor Mitch Daniels issued this statement about the Department of Health and Human
Services’ denial of the state’s request for relief from a key provision of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

 

“Once again, the Obama administration took a position in favor of higher health care costs
and against personal freedom.  Today’s letter is further proof that the PPACA is a catastrophe
for America and must be repealed.”

 

A copy of the letter may be found at this link:

http://www.in.gov/gov/files/Press/112811HHSLetter.pdf

 

 

Please contact Logan Harrison at the Department of Insurance for additional background. He
may be reached at 317-234-7734.

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at
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any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to
log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact
support@subscriptions.in.gov.

This service is provided to you at no charge by the State of Indiana.

Click here to receive Silver Alerts.

This email was sent to katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: State of Indiana · 402
Washington Street  · Indianapolis, IN ·46204 · 800.457.8283
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 11:04:00 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
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adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: grant questions
Date: Friday, April 08, 2011 4:49:49 PM

Sent from my Windows Phone

-----Original Message-----
From: Jo  Kilgore
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 4:49 PM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: FW: grant questions

Is this a separate process from the personal health record?
A: Yes

Or is this a different segment of the system?
A: Yes, this is part of the HL7 Gateway

In what instances would the exchange gather this information?
A: The HL7 Gateway is a mechanism for health care facilities (i.e. hospitals) to confirm eligibility and
benefits of consumers. The information could be available for a future consumer driven health
information exchange (HIE) which is beyond the scope of the Early Innovator's grant. Again, there is no
proposal to store medical records on the Oklahoma Exchange. The security and privacy concerns are
being dealt with at the development of the HIE. The Exchange is not recreating any of those efforts, it
is designed to be interoperable with the HIE.

-----Original Message-----
From: Ziva Branstetter <Ziva.Branstetter@tulsaworld.com>
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 2:08 PM
To: Jo  Kilgore <Jo.Kilgore@okhca.org>
Subject: Re: grant questions

The only follow-up I have is that the grant calls for a "gateway" that ``supports capability to exchange
data with individual providers, facilities and the statewide HIE.'' It also states that admission discharge
and transfer messages may carry insurance segments containing individual patient insurance
information.''

Ziva Branstetter
Enterprise Editor
Tulsa World
ziva.branstetter@tulsaworld.com
918.581.8306 (office)
918.520.0406 (cell)
918.581.8353 (fax)
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>>> "Jo  Kilgore" <Jo.Kilgore@okhca.org> 4/8/2011 1:29 PM >>>
Hello Ziva,
Attached are the questions with answers that you sent earlier to Nico. If you have any follow-up
questions, please send those to me as he is out of the office this afternoon. If you need to attribute any
of these answers, please attribute them to Nico.
Thanks!

Jo

==================================================DISCLAIMER - This e-
mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Each week 70% of Tulsa area adults read the Tulsa World (Scarborough Research 2010 R2).
To subscribe, call (918) 582-0921.

______________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned by the MessageLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email
______________________________________________________________________

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments,
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.

If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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To: Mary Fallin
Subject: FW: Greetings
Date: Thursday, July 26, 2012 1:23:04 PM

Hello Governor,
Just talked to Mr Khoury
He would like to come by Monday eveing and heat up the food, put it on our pretty Platter and have
it realdy for the family.
Will all of that work for you?
He would also like to bring a married couple frined of this to help him.. does all of this sound ok with
you?We can set  the rose room up and put the Food  on the formals dinnig room or we can set up
the Formals diining room for you>>
Ma
 

From: Mary Fallin  
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 10:59 PM
To: Kevin Khoury
Subject: Re: Greetings
 
Monday will be great! Thank you!
Will you call the Mansion manager Liz Wood to arrange how to bring the food? Her number
is 568 1292.
Looking forward to it!
Thanks Kevin!
God bless 

Mary Fallin

On Jul 25, 2012, at 10:11 PM, Kevin Khoury < > wrote:

Thank you. In my opinion, you deserve a feast. You're doing such wonderful
things for our state I need to make sure that you have a healthy happy meal.
Please let me know if next Monday or Tuesday will be good for you and the
family and a good time. 

On Jul 25, 2012, at 9:59 PM, Mary Fallin < > wrote:

We are working on it. And will get it to you soon.
 
I will look forward to seeing your books. Congrats!
 
I love Lebanese food and it will be a real treat to have it.
How much notice do you need to prepare it?
God bless

Mary Fallin

On Jul 25, 2012, at 9:02 PM, "Kevin Khoury (gmail)"
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< > wrote:

Mary,
 
If it is alright with you, as soon as I have printed my
two books ie. Eliminate Fear, Embrace Success (in
which you are writing a short Blurb ) 
and Obamacare, The Cure, The antidote to our
Healthcare Dilemma, I would like to leave copies for
you at the Capital. Thank you once again for graciously
writing a few choice words regarding my Eliminate
Fear, Embrace Success Book.  I am looking forward to
seeing your words.
 
You are truly a God send. In His Grips, Kevin
 
PS: Would truly love to have a Lebanese Cuisine
delivery come your way. As Dr. Oz even stated that the
Mediterranean Dishes are extremely healthy.
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From: 
To: 

Wendy Gregory 

Wendy Gregory 

Subject: 

Date: 

FW: Health Care Exchange Public Meeting 

Wednesday, April 27, 2011 4:16:22 PM 

Date: Wed, 27 Apr 2011 10:24:21 -0400 
From: chairma~.org 
To: tulsawend~ 
Subject: Health Care Exchange Public Meeting 

Rent, phone and 
the email program 
are just a few of the 
ongoing cost to 
operate the county 
office. 

Please make a 
dontation to the 
Tulsa County 
Republican Party of 
help offset the cost 
of our overhead. 

Click the button 
below to make a 
donation. 

Donations can be 
made in $5.00 
increments. 

Dr. Terry Cline to speak in Tulsa 

Dr. Terry Cl ine, Secretary of Health and Human Services 
for the state of Oklahoma, will be speaking this Friday at a 
public meeting in Tulsa concerning the new Health 
Insurance Exchange that will be set up in Oklahoma. 

Location: 
Tulsa Community College - NE Campus 
3727 E. Apache 
NE Campus Auditorium 

Date & Time: 
Friday, April 29, 2011 
10:30 am to 12:00 pm 

Openings for Precinct Election Officials 

Every four years t he county election board takes nominations for 

precinct election officials. There are currently twenty-three (23) 

Republ ican positions available throughout Tulsa County. 

You do not have t o live with in t he precinct in which you are a 

precinct official but can serve anywhere within Tulsa County. 

The Tulsa County Election Board wi ll provide the t ra ining 
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Connect with other 
Tulsa County 
Republicans 

fjJ 

Tulsa GOP 
Calendar 

For a listing of 
Republican Clubs 
and other GOP 
events go to 
www.tulsagop.org 

Foiward email 

li] 

necessary to get you going. Nominat ions must be t urn ed into 

t he county election office no lat er than June 1st. 

If you are interested please contact t he office at 918-627-5702. 

This email was sent to tulsawendy by chairman@tulsagop.ora 
Update Profile/Email Address Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe"' Privacy Policy. 

Tulsa County Republican Party 2816 East 51st Street, Suite 100 I Tulsa I OK 74105 
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Health Exchanges
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:32:52 AM

 
 

From: Daniel Ricucci [ ] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:19 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Health Exchanges
 
Dear Gov. Fallin,
 
As you are aware, on June 30 the Supreme Court ruled by a 5-4 that the individual mandate,
the key provision in the Affordable Care Act, aka "Obamacare" is constitutional.  Since then
the governors of Texas, Louisiana, Florida, and South Carolina have declared they will not
create state healthcare exchanges, nor will they expand Medicaid.

 

This past December my wife and I moved from the State of the Maryland to the State of
Oklahoma.  One of the main reasons we left is that we were tired of the oppressive
government taxation and regulation imposed on us at the local (Prince George's County) and
state levels.  One of the big draws for us concerning the State of Oklahoma was its
reputation as a "Red" state, in fact, the only state in the Presidential election of 2008 to
have not one single county go to President Obama.  We were also pleased to hear that the
citizens of Oklahoma elected a Republican to be their next governor and I was especially
pleased to read of your desire to lower the state's income tax.  Believe me, after living in a
state with a governor like Martin O'Malley this is a welcome change.

 

I am concerned however to read  that earlier this year you attempted to accept money  to
set up healthcare exchanges in the State of Oklahoma and only dropped them when the
people of Oklahoma made it clear they were opposed to this.  The  Affordable Care Act,
passed by a Democrat controlled House and Senate and signed by President Obama will go
down as one of the worst pieces of legislation in recent memory and the U.S. Supreme
Court decision to uphold the individual mandate already ranks as one of the worst decisions
in decades.  This power grab by the Federal Government will decisively curtain individual
freedoms and will further erode financial solvency of government, state, and local level.  I
would strongly you urge to join Gov. Perry, Gov. Jindal, Gov. Scott, and Gov. Haley and
declare that the State of Oklahoma will not create state healthcare exchanges, and will not
expand Medicaid.  Obamacare must be repealed in its entirety.  Until that happens,
concerned citizens such as my wife and I are counting on governors such as you to draw the
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line and protect our freedoms from Federal Government overreach.

 

Sincerely,

 

Daniel J.Ricucci

(New Oklahoma Resident)
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; "Juliek@health.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 12:47:47 PM

They just keep on coming!...
 
From: Scott Schlotthauer [mailto:Scott_Schlotthauer@dcs.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 12:28 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange - policy question 
 
Hi Katie,
 
I recently received a survey through the National Association of Procurement Officials asking for
information, related to the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  Oklahoma usually
participates along with other states to surveys for information and is the beneficiary of the results. 
This has been a hot topic addressed through the Governors office within the last 10 months, can 
you advise who might be the correct agency in which to direct these questions?
 

 
 

1. What is the status of your state’s preparation for setting up a health
insurance exchange, in accordance with the provisions of the 2010
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act?
 

2. What role does/will procurement play in your state’s approach to
setting up a health insurance exchange?
 

3. Would your state be interested in joining a collaborative effort with
other states to address the health insurance exchange requirement?
 

4. If “yes” to Question 3, how quickly would your state be looking to
collaborate?
 
 
Scott Schlotthauer

State Purchasing Director

405-521-2115
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: health insurance exchange letter
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 4:49:03 PM
Attachments: 3-15-11 health care exchange.docx

Alex wrote this – may be helpful for a lette.r
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2011 3:36 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry; Aaron Cooper
Subject: health insurance exchange letter
 
Per Denise’s suggestion I wrote this letter to lawmakers to be included with the OCPA health
insurance exchange op-ed. Do we think it would help to send out to lawmakers? If so, please
review/revise and I will get it on our letterhead.
 

Office of Governor Mary Fallin
To: Oklahoma State Representatives and State Senators
From: Governor Mary Fallin
 
Dear Colleague,         

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary
opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a
conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange.
            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.
In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance
exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health
insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health
insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia
have empowered consumers across the globe.

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the
creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where
small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power,
increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The
state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered
exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make
Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin

To: Oklahoma State Representatives and State Senators

From: Governor Mary Fallin



Dear Colleague,	

I would like to take this opportunity to visit with you about the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to be a national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health insurance exchange. 

	As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one. In 2009, the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where consumers could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online location. That online hub was designed to affect the health insurance industry in Oklahoma the same way travel websites like Travelocity and Expedia have empowered consumers across the globe. 

As I told lawmakers in my State of the State address, our goal is now to fund the creation of that website and expand its role further, by creating an insurance exchange where small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power, increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.   

To build the IT infrastructure necessary for that exchange, the Oklahoma Health Care Authority applied for and received an Early Innovator Grant in the sum of $54 million. The state needs this money to develop the kind of high quality, free market, patient-centered exchange program that our citizens expect and deserve. Using this money will make Oklahoma one of 48 states that have already accepted such federal aid in order to begin the creation of a state exchange.

I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families.  

I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold, where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real choices for consumers.” 

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are. 

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-522-xxxx.

Sincerely,



Governor Mary Fallin
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creation of a state exchange.
I believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great

opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality
private health insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative
policymakers to offer a positive agenda for Oklahoma families. 

I invite you to read more about our Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange, and I’ve
attached what I believe to be a thoughtful and informative article penned by OCPA’s Jason
Sutton entitled, “Health Insurance Exchanges Done Right.” In it, Sutton outlines the
conservative case for health insurance exchanges. He writes, “The Heritage Foundation
envisioned exchanges as a centralized online marketplace that was lightly regulated, where
transaction costs were reduced, where all types of health products could be bought and sold,
where all insurers could participate and compete, and where competition would promote real
choices for consumers.”

This is the exchange that that my administration, the Speaker, the Pro Tem and others
are dedicated to creating. We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.

Please do not hesitate to call my office if you have questions about this issue, at 405-
522-xxxx.

Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
  

 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: James Leahy
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 8:25:30 AM

Governor Fallin:
 
Thanks, you're GREAT!
 
Jim Leahy

Tulsa, OK  74114

 

----- Forwarded Message ----
From: James Leahy 
To: info@gov.ok.gov
Sent: Wed, November 14, 2012 7:54:23 PM
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange

Governor Fallin:
 
Oklahomans voted 70% to 30% against President Obama.  Please don't
implement Obamacare's Health Exchange.  And don't expand Medicaid coverage.
 
Very truly yours,
 
James F. Leahy

Tulsa, OK  74114
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Healthcare call TODAY 5 PM EST
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:37:29 PM
Attachments: 2012 NGA Letter - Secretary Sebelius 070212.pdf

Alex, see article below reporting that 15 Governors will not or are at least leaning against expanding
Medicaid... 
 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 08:19 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <  
Cc: Lindsay Russell < >; Dustin Huffman  
Subject: Healthcare call TODAY 5 PM EST 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Before we head into a holiday, we’d like to host a call today, Tuesday at 5 PM EST to recap the
governors-only call today and talk about states decisions heading into next week. Please join us for a
brief call at 5 PM to discuss moving parts.  If you are unable to join, please feel free to follow up with
us at another time this afternoon.
 

 

 

 
As the Action Officers heard yesterday, the governors will consider writing a letter to the President
asking a host of questions regarding unanswered questions for PPACA post SCOTUS decision.
Everything from exchanges to MOE to Medicaid to financing mechanisms.
 
If they decide to head down that trail, we’ll work with all of you on content. As an FYI, NGA wrote
the Secretary last week. Attached is their letter.
 
We’ll be providing you more communication materials for next week as many of you head into NGA
in Williamsburg.
 
Please don’t hesitate to call us if you have ideas/questions/ suggestions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
FYI
 

http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/236033-fifteen-governors-reject-or-

leaning-against-expanded-medicaid-program
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Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded Medicaid program
 
by Elise Viebeck
07/03/12
 
At least 15 governors have indicated they will not participate in the
expansion of Medicaid under the healthcare law, striking a blow to President
Obama’s promise of broader insurance coverage.
 
Before Thursday’s Supreme Court ruling, states had the option of either
increasing their Medicaid rolls or being penalized by the federal government.
The high court struck down that offer as unconstitutional.
 
Governors still have a financial incentive to participate in the expansion of
coverage for low-income people, since the government will foot most of the
bill through 2016. But the decision is also loaded with politics,
particularly for Republican governors who are adamantly opposed to
“ObamaCare.”
 
“You can make the political call real quick, but the actual decision is a
complicated one,” said Matt Salo of the National Association of Medicaid
Directors. “Governors are going to be looking at the numbers and asking: Does
this make sense for us?”
 
Seven states with Republican governors have given a flat “no” to the Medicaid
expansion since the Supreme Court ruling, according to reports and press
statements.
 
States that will decline to participate include Florida, where Gov. Rick Scott
(R) turned his opposition to the law into a political career, and Louisiana,
where Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) has vowed to help elect Mitt Romney as president
in order to repeal it.
 
In eight other states — seven with GOP governors — the Medicaid expansion
seems unlikely, given comments from governors and their offices.
 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) “has no interest in fast-tracking any portion of
this bankrupting and overreaching legislation,” spokeswoman Lucy Nashed said
in a statement Monday. “We will continue to call for the full repeal of the
bill.”
 
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell (R), considered a contender to be Romney’s vice-
presidential nominee, said his focus is on November.
 
“The only way to stop Barack Obama’s budget-busting healthcare takeover is by
electing a new president,” McDonnell said in a statement following the
court’s decision.
 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (R), also the subject of VP speculation, has
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not announced what his state will do. His political position is trickier,
since he leads a blue state where there is more support for the healthcare
law.
 
In its original form, the Affordable Care Act would have pulled all federal
funds for state Medicaid programs that did not expand as the law intended.
 
Chief Justice John Roberts strongly criticized that approach in his opinion
for the majority.
 
“The financial ‘inducement’ Congress has chosen is much more than ‘relatively
mild encouragement’ ” to expand Medicaid, Roberts wrote. “It is a gun to the
head.”
 
Past estimates have found that, as designed, the law’s expansion would have
provided healthcare access to an additional 17 million low-income Americans.
 
“States have a lot to consider,” said Robin Rudowitz with the Kaiser
Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured. “That is a lot of federal money
sitting on the table.”
 
Alan Weil with the National Academy for State Health Policy said states that
do not comply could raise the ire of some in Congress.
 
“If states turn down that offer, it leaves a lot of people uninsured. If we
end up in that place, a lot of people in Congress are going to say that is a
problem,” he said.
 
Several Democrats have expressed confidence that the bill’s intention to
expand healthcare coverage can still be fulfilled.
 
Peter Orszag, who led the White House budget office during the healthcare
debate and had a major role in shaping the legislation, said states might
come around eventually.
 
He said the law’s coverage expansion would be significantly undercut if a
large number of states opt out.
 
“There may be significant gaps that open up, and that would be unfortunate,”
he said, noting that more than half of the coverage expansion was set to come
through Medicaid.
 
But Orszag said there is plenty of precedent .for states to expand their
Medicaid programs when they don’t have to. About 60 percent of current
Medicaid spending goes toward people or benefits that are not mandated by
federal law, he said. States decide to provide those optional benefits
because the federal government bears most of the cost — and it would cover an
even bigger share of the Affordable Care Act’s expansion.
 
The federal government will cover the entire cost of the expansion for a few
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years. Its share begins to drop after that, but Orszag said it won’t fall far
enough to be a bad deal for states.
 
“A 90 percent subsidy rate is going to be hard to resist,” Orszag said Monday
on a conference call organized by Foreign Affairs magazine.
 
— Sam Baker, Lydia Nuzum and Gunnar Sidak contributed to this report.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Healthcare Independence
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:52:08 AM

 
 

From: Eddie Collins [ ] 
Sent: Saturday, July 07, 2012 8:53 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Healthcare Independence
 
Honorable Governor Fallin:

 

The people of Oklahoma have made their position clear; we want the government out

of our healthcare.
 
I am communicating with you to find out if you are willing to stand with the people of

Oklahoma and resist the implementation of the Obamatax. Will you stand with the

people of Oklahoma?
 
Specifically, I am asking you to:

1. To oppose any implementation of a health insurance exchange-state based or

otherwise

2. To terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET)

And

1. To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state of Oklahoma, including the

acceptance of any federal funding for the purpose of expanding Medicaid.

I would appreciate hearing your reply to my concerns. Thank you.

 

Respectfully,

Eddie Collins

Bartlesville, OK  74006-9115

 
"It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it." -
 Aristotle - Enjoy a blessed day!
 
NOTICE: This e-mail (and any attachments) may contain PRIVILEGED OR CONFIDENTIAL information
and is intended only for the use of the specific individual(s) to whom it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged and confidential under state and federal law. This information may be used or
disclosed only in accordance with law, and you may be subject to penalties under law for improper use or
further disclosure of the information in this e-mail and its attachments. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please immediately notify the person named above by reply e-mail, and then delete the original e-mail.
Please do not share the contents with others without the consent of originator. Thank
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Healthcare
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:42:48 AM

 
 

From: Alan Brown  
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 10:21 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Healthcare
 
The  people of Oklahoma have their position clear, we want the government out of
healthcare.

 

Are  you willing to stand with the people of Oklahoma  and resist the implementation of
OklaCare?

We are asking you to:

 

1.        To  oppose  any implementation of a health exchange state-based or otherwise.

2.        To terminate athe Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET).

AND

To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state Okahoma, including the acceptance of
any federal  funding for the expansion of Medicaid.

Sincerely,

 

Alan R. Brown

Mustang, OK
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: FW: Heath care exchanges
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33:00 AM

 
 

From: Kevin Nelson  
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:30 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Heath care exchanges
 

Hope all is well.  I was looking at the exchange issue and wondered on the impact of Art. 2,
sec. 37.  According to Art. 2, sec. 37 of the Oklahoma constitution, "a law or rule shall not
compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer or health care provider to participate in
any health care system."  A health care system is "any public or private entity whose function
or purpose is the management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for,
in full or in part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its
participants.". 

My question is whether a health care exchange may be a health care system

because it is a public enrollment of individuals in health care services and calls for the

gathering and public disclosure of health care data.  Consequently, the state may not

be able to pass a law or rule establishing a health care exchange.  

Might ask the AG. 

 
Oklahoma

  Oklahoma Constitution     Article 2 - Bill Of Rights        Section Article 2
section 37 - Health care systems - Payment and participationCite as: O.S. §, __ __

§ 37. Health care systems - Payment and participation.

A. For purposes of this section:

1. "Compel" shall include penalties or fines;

2. "Direct payment or pay directly" means payment for lawful health care services without a
public or private third party, not including an employer, paying for any portion of the service;

3. "Health care system" means any public or private entity whose function or purpose is the
management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for, in full or in
part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its participants;

4. "Lawful health care services" means any health-related service or treatment to the extent
that the service or treatment is permitted or not prohibited by law or regulation that may be
provided by persons or businesses otherwise permitted to offer such services; and

5. "Penalties or fines" means any civil or criminal penalty or fine, tax, salary or wage
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withholding or surcharge or any named fee with a similar effect established by law or rule by
a government-established, -created or -controlled agency that is used to punish or discourage
the exercise of rights protected under this section.

B. To preserve the freedom of Oklahomans to provide for their health care:

1. A law or rule shall not compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer
or health care provider to participate in any health care system; and

2. A person or employer may pay directly for lawful health care services and shall not be
required to pay penalties or fines for paying directly for lawful health careservices.
A health care provider may accept direct payment for lawful health care services and shall
not be required to pay penalties or fines for accepting direct payment from a person or
employer for lawful health care services.

C. Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not substantially limit a person’s options,
the purchase or sale of health insurance in private health care systems shall not be prohibited
by law or rule.

D. This section shall not:

1. Affect which health care services a health care provider or hospital is required to
perform or provide;

2. Affect which health care services are permitted by law;

3. Prohibit care related to workers’ compensation;

4. Affect laws or rules in effect as of January 1, 2010; or

5. Affect the terms or conditions of any health care system to the extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the effect of punishing a person or employer for paying directly for
lawful health care services or a health care provider or hospital for accepting direct
payment from a person or employer for lawful health care services.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges

This guidance document is the first in a series of documents that the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) intends to publish over the next three years to provide
information to States and the Territories seeking to establish a Health Insurance Exchange
(Exchange) under Section 1311(b) of the Affordable Care Act.  The Secretary intends to issue
regulations for public comment under Section 1321(a) in 2011, but is providing this guidance
earlier to assist States and Territories with their overall planning, including legislative plans
for 2011.

The first Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), which will address many of the basic
federal requirements outlined below, is scheduled for publication in the spring of 2011. 
Additional regulations are scheduled for publication later in 2011 and in 2012.  These
regulations will be subject to public comment.
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Following a brief overview, this guidance focuses on four main categories: 

·         Principles and priorities  

·         Outline of statutory requirements

·         Clarifications and policy guidance

·         Federal support for the establishment of State-based Exchanges

What is an Exchange?

An Exchange is a mechanism for organizing the health insurance marketplace to help
consumers and small businesses shop for coverage in a way that permits easy comparison of
available plan options based on price, benefits and services, and quality.  By pooling people
together, reducing transaction costs, and increasing transparency, Exchanges create more
efficient and competitive markets for individuals and small employers.

Historically, the individual and small group health insurance markets have suffered from
adverse selection and high administrative costs, resulting in low value for consumers. 
Exchanges will allow individuals and small businesses to benefit from the pooling of risk,
market leverage, and economies of scale that large businesses currently enjoy. 

Beginning with an open enrollment period in 2013, Exchanges will help individuals and
small employers shop for, select, and enroll in high-quality, affordable private health plans
that fit their needs at competitive prices.  Exchanges will assist eligible individuals to receive
premium tax credits or coverage through other Federal or State health care programs.  By
providing one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier and
more understandable.

Principles and Priorities

The following principles and priorities will inform federal funding and technical support for
State establishment of Exchanges:  

·         Establishing a State-based Exchange.  Establishment of an Exchange is a critical
step that States must take to be on track for achieving certification of an Exchange
by January 1, 2013 under Section 1321.  Establishment of an Exchange requires a
planning process leading to State action, by legislation or other means, to create an
Exchange entity with the authority necessary to meet all the Exchange requirements
of the Affordable Care Act.  In States that choose, now or at a later point in the
process, not to establish an Exchange, HHS will work with the State to establish an
Exchange.

·         Promoting Efficiency.  Exchanges must be mindful of costs for consumers,
employers, and the federal government.  Exchanges should have the flexibility to
respond to local market conditions and take actions to facilitate competition among
plans on price and quality.  Successful Exchanges will adapt to changes in the
market by redesigning and modifying business plans as opportunities develop, and
will have the flexibility to deal with insurers, agents, and other business partners in a
manner that serves the Exchange’s interest in maximizing value for consumers.
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·         Avoiding Adverse Selection.  Successful Exchanges will avoid adverse selection by
ensuring that those who buy through the Exchange are a broad mix of the healthy
and the less healthy.  The tax credits, which can only be accessed through the
Exchanges, and insurance reforms required by the Affordable Care Act will reduce
the potential for adverse selection against the Exchange, but will not eliminate it. 
States have flexibility to provide consistent regulation inside and outside the
Exchange, and to take additional action to prevent adverse selection under section
1311(e)(1)(B).  The federal government will work with States to maximize State
flexibility in this area.

·         Streamlined Access and Continuity of Care.  Section 1311(d)(4)(F) requires
Exchanges to evaluate and determine eligibility for applicants in Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and other health programs.
 Exchanges must also comply with all applicable federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination.  The federal government will provide critical building blocks and
financial support for achieving an efficient enrollment process including verification
of eligibility for tax credits.  Successful Exchanges will use those building blocks to
streamline access for consumers, while also promoting seamless access for applicants
eligible for other health programs beyond the Exchange coverage options. 
Successful Exchanges will upgrade information technology (IT) systems and other
business operations, and improve continuity of care across health programs. 

·         Public Outreach and Stakeholder Involvement.  Section 1311(d)(6) requires
Exchanges to consult with a broad range of stakeholders in carrying out their
activities.  Successful Exchanges will undertake aggressive and multi-faceted
outreach to inform the public of their services and coverage options.  Successful
Exchanges will work closely with consumer advocates, national insurers, and
community-based insurers, including potential new market entrants, to create a
competitive climate that will offer purchasers a range of product offerings.

·         Public Accountability and Transparency.  Accountability requires transparency. 
Section 1311(d)(7) requires public reports on Exchange activities, and Section
1311(e)(3) requires additional reporting, which should include standardized data
reporting on price, quality, benefits, consumer choice and other factors that will help
measure and evaluate performance.  Successful Exchanges must ensure public
accountability in areas such as objective information on the performance of plans;
availability of automated comparison functions to inform consumer choice; fair and
impartial treatment of consumers, plans and other partners; and prohibitions on
conflict of interest.

·         Financial Accountability.  Section 1313 provides for the efficient and non-
discriminatory administration of Exchanges, and seeks to prevent fraud and abuse. 
Successful Exchanges will streamline enrollment and minimize acquisition
expenses; implement policies to prevent waste, fraud and abuse; and promote
financial integrity. 

Statutory Requirements

The Affordable Care Act includes two basic types of federal requirements for Exchanges,
most of which are found in Section 1311.  These include: 1) minimum functions Exchanges
must undertake directly or, in some cases, by contract; and 2) oversight responsibilities the
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Exchanges must exercise in certifying and monitoring the performance of Qualified Health
Plans (hereafter referred to as “plans”), as defined in Section 1301.  Plans participating in the
Exchanges must also comply with State insurance laws and federal requirements in the Public
Health Service Act.

In defining the authority and duties of an Exchange, States in authorizing legislation or other
governing documents should incorporate, by reference or explicit provisions, the federally-
required Exchange functions and oversight responsibilities.

a. Exchange Functions  

Section 1311(d)(4) specifies core functions that an Exchange must meet:

·         Certification, recertification and decertification of plans

·         Operation of a toll-free hotline

·         Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and
prospective enrollees

·         Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans

·         Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format

·         Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of
eligibility for individuals in these programs

·         Provision of an electronic calculator to determine the actual cost of coverage taking
into account eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions

·         Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement

·         Provision of information on certain individuals identified in Section 1311 (d)(4)(I) to
the Treasury Department and to employers

·         Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting
consumers as described in Section 1311(i) 

Additional Exchange functions include:

·         Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results under Section 1311(c)(4)

·         Provision for open enrollment periods under Section 1311(c)(6)

·         Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes, under Section 1311(d)(6)

·         Publication of data on the Exchange’s administrative costs under Section 1311(d)(7)

b. Oversight Responsibilities  

Section 1311(c) requires the Secretary to develop regulatory standards in five areas that
insurers must meet in order to be certified as qualified health plans by an Exchange:

·         Marketing
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·         Network adequacy

·         Accreditation for performance measures

·         Quality improvement and reporting

·         Uniform enrollment procedures

Additional areas where Exchanges must ensure plan compliance with regulatory standards
established by the Secretary include:

·         Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers as
identified in Section 1311(c)(1)(B) and (C), including provider directories and
availability of essential community providers

·         Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases
and submission of plan justifications for current premium increases under Section
1311(e)(2)

·         Public disclosure of plan data identified in Section 1311(e)(3)(A), including claims
handling policies, financial disclosures, enrollment and disenrollment data, claims
denials, rating practices, cost sharing for out of network coverage, and other
information identified by the Secretary

·         Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing  for
specific services from specified providers as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(C)

·         Information for participants in group health plans as described in Section
1311(e)(3)(D)

·         Information on plan quality improvement activities as specified in Section 1311(g)

Clarifications and Policy Guidance

States should consider the following issues in establishing an Exchange.

·         Organizational Form.  Section 1311(d) gives States the option to establish the
Exchange as a governmental agency or nonprofit entity.  Within the governmental
agency category, the Exchange could be housed within an existing State office, as it
is in Utah, or it could be an independent public authority, as it is in Massachusetts. 
Regardless of its organizational form, the Exchange must be publicly accountable,
transparent, and have technically competent leadership, with the capacity and
authority to take all actions necessary to meet federal standards, including the
discretion to determine whether health plans offered through the Exchange are “in
the interests of qualified individuals and qualified employers” as Section 1311(e)(1)
requires. The Exchange also must have security procedures that meet the data and
privacy standards necessary to receive tax data and other sensitive information
needed for enrollment.  The type of organization may affect the federal tax treatment
of an Exchange, including potential income taxation (depending upon whether a
nonprofit organization qualifies as a tax-exempt organization), annual filing
requirements, the availability of tax-exempt bond financing, and FICA liability for
employees.     
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·         Operating Model.  States have a range of options for how the Exchange operates
from an “active purchaser” model, in which the Exchange operates as large
employers often do in using market leverage and the tools of managed competition
to negotiate product offerings with insurers, to an “open marketplace” model, in
which the Exchange operates as a clearinghouse that is open to all qualified insurers
and relies on market forces to generate product offerings.  In both cases, consumers
will end up with options, and States should provide comparison shopping tools that
promote choice based on price and quality and enable consumers to narrow plan
options based on their preferences.

·         Small Business (SHOP) Exchanges.  Small business customers offer unique
challenges but also powerful opportunities for Exchanges.  Successful Exchanges
will streamline the process for small businesses.  Federal rules will provide a
framework for SHOP Exchanges, including options for how employers can provide
contributions toward employee coverage that meet standards for small business tax
credits.

·         Risk Adjustment.  Federal rules in 2011 will outline risk adjustment methods and
require all health plans to report demographic, diagnostic, and prescription drug
data.  Further guidance addressing risk adjustment rules and formulas will be
provided in subsequent regulations.  As specified by the law, federal rules will apply
risk adjustment consistently to all plans in the individual and small group markets,
both inside and outside of Exchanges.  Federal rules on reinsurance payments will
apply to all plans in the individual market, and rules on risk corridors will apply to
all qualified health plans in the individual and small group market, as specified in
the law. 

·         Performance Measures.  Standardized public data reporting will be needed to
evaluate Exchange performance and assure transparency.  Federal rules will require
accurate and timely public disclosure of coverage data and other key performance
measures to facilitate research, analysis, and evaluation.  Given that Exchanges are
likely to pursue diverse strategies on several issues, analysis of performance metrics
will be critical to identifying best practices that can be shared and used to improve
the performance of all Exchanges.  

·         State Choices. Federal rules will clarify that the following policy areas, among
others, are State decisions, although HHS may offer recommendations and technical
assistance to States as they make these decisions:

·         Whether to form the Exchange as a governmental agency or a non-profit entity

·         Whether to form regional exchanges or establish interstate coordination for certain
functions

·         Whether to elect the option under the Affordable Care Act to use 50 employees as
the cutoff for small group market plans until 2016, which would limit access to
exchange coverage to employer groups of 50 or less

·         Whether to require additional benefits in the Exchange beyond the essential health
benefits  

·         Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 
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• Whether to extend some or all Exchange-specific regulations to the outside 
insurance market (beyond what is required in the Affordable Care Act) 

• State Authority. The federal government will work with the Governor of the State 
as the chief executive officer unless authority to operate the Exchange has been 
delegated to a specific authority through state law. 

Federal Support 

Forty-eight States and the District of Columbia were awarded their first Exchange grants 
under Section 1311inSeptember2010. Those grants were for planning purposes and the 
next round of grants will be for the purpose of establishing an Exchange. The opportunity to 
apply for grants will be announced in Febrna1y 2011 and will become available on a rolling 
basis throughout the next three years. States will have to meet ce1tain milestones in order to 
be awarded grants in 2011, and the size of State awards may be related to the number of 
milestones met. States that are not able to meet required milestones by spring 2011 may 
apply for grants later in the year. Necessaiy Exchange costs will be fully funded by HHS 
until 2015. After Janua1y 1, 2015, Exchanges must be self funded. 

Kevin R. Nelson 

-
This e-mail message and any attached files ai·e confidential and are intended solely for the 
use of the addressee(s) named above. This collllllunication may contain material protected by 
attorney-client, work product, or other privileges. If you ai·e not the intended recipient or 
person responsible for delivering this confidential communication to the intended recipient, 
you have received this collllllunication in enor, and any review, use, dissemination, 
fo1wai·ding, printing, copying, or other distribution of this e-mail message and any attached 
files is strictly prohibited. 
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: rebeccarfrazier
Subject: FW: Heath care exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 8:07:00 PM

 
 

From: Kevin Nelson  
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 6:30 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: Heath care exchanges
 

Hope all is well.  I was looking at the exchange issue and wondered on the impact of Art. 2,
sec. 37.  According to Art. 2, sec. 37 of the Oklahoma constitution, "a law or rule shall not
compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer or health care provider to participate in
any health care system."  A health care system is "any public or private entity whose function
or purpose is the management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for,
in full or in part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its
participants.". 

My question is whether a health care exchange may be a health care system

because it is a public enrollment of individuals in health care services and calls for the

gathering and public disclosure of health care data.  Consequently, the state may not

be able to pass a law or rule establishing a health care exchange.  

Might ask the AG. 

 
Oklahoma

  Oklahoma Constitution     Article 2 - Bill Of Rights        Section Article 2
section 37 - Health care systems - Payment and participationCite as: O.S. §, __ __

§ 37. Health care systems - Payment and participation.

A. For purposes of this section:

1. "Compel" shall include penalties or fines;

2. "Direct payment or pay directly" means payment for lawful health care services without a
public or private third party, not including an employer, paying for any portion of the service;

3. "Health care system" means any public or private entity whose function or purpose is the
management of, processing of, enrollment of individuals for or payment for, in full or in
part, health care services or health care data or health care information for its participants;

4. "Lawful health care services" means any health-related service or treatment to the extent
that the service or treatment is permitted or not prohibited by law or regulation that may be
provided by persons or businesses otherwise permitted to offer such services; and

5. "Penalties or fines" means any civil or criminal penalty or fine, tax, salary or wage
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withholding or surcharge or any named fee with a similar effect established by law or rule by
a government-established, -created or -controlled agency that is used to punish or discourage
the exercise of rights protected under this section.

B. To preserve the freedom of Oklahomans to provide for their health care:

1. A law or rule shall not compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer
or health care provider to participate in any health care system; and

2. A person or employer may pay directly for lawful health care services and shall not be
required to pay penalties or fines for paying directly for lawful health careservices.
A health care provider may accept direct payment for lawful health care services and shall
not be required to pay penalties or fines for accepting direct payment from a person or
employer for lawful health care services.

C. Subject to reasonable and necessary rules that do not substantially limit a person’s options,
the purchase or sale of health insurance in private health care systems shall not be prohibited
by law or rule.

D. This section shall not:

1. Affect which health care services a health care provider or hospital is required to
perform or provide;

2. Affect which health care services are permitted by law;

3. Prohibit care related to workers’ compensation;

4. Affect laws or rules in effect as of January 1, 2010; or

5. Affect the terms or conditions of any health care system to the extent that those terms and
conditions do not have the effect of punishing a person or employer for paying directly for
lawful health care services or a health care provider or hospital for accepting direct
payment from a person or employer for lawful health care services.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/resources/regulations/guidance-to-states-on-exchanges.html

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges

This guidance document is the first in a series of documents that the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) intends to publish over the next three years to provide
information to States and the Territories seeking to establish a Health Insurance Exchange
(Exchange) under Section 1311(b) of the Affordable Care Act.  The Secretary intends to issue
regulations for public comment under Section 1321(a) in 2011, but is providing this guidance
earlier to assist States and Territories with their overall planning, including legislative plans
for 2011.

The first Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), which will address many of the basic
federal requirements outlined below, is scheduled for publication in the spring of 2011. 
Additional regulations are scheduled for publication later in 2011 and in 2012.  These
regulations will be subject to public comment.
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Following a brief overview, this guidance focuses on four main categories: 

·         Principles and priorities  

·         Outline of statutory requirements

·         Clarifications and policy guidance

·         Federal support for the establishment of State-based Exchanges

What is an Exchange?

An Exchange is a mechanism for organizing the health insurance marketplace to help
consumers and small businesses shop for coverage in a way that permits easy comparison of
available plan options based on price, benefits and services, and quality.  By pooling people
together, reducing transaction costs, and increasing transparency, Exchanges create more
efficient and competitive markets for individuals and small employers.

Historically, the individual and small group health insurance markets have suffered from
adverse selection and high administrative costs, resulting in low value for consumers. 
Exchanges will allow individuals and small businesses to benefit from the pooling of risk,
market leverage, and economies of scale that large businesses currently enjoy. 

Beginning with an open enrollment period in 2013, Exchanges will help individuals and
small employers shop for, select, and enroll in high-quality, affordable private health plans
that fit their needs at competitive prices.  Exchanges will assist eligible individuals to receive
premium tax credits or coverage through other Federal or State health care programs.  By
providing one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier and
more understandable.

Principles and Priorities

The following principles and priorities will inform federal funding and technical support for
State establishment of Exchanges:  

·         Establishing a State-based Exchange.  Establishment of an Exchange is a critical
step that States must take to be on track for achieving certification of an Exchange
by January 1, 2013 under Section 1321.  Establishment of an Exchange requires a
planning process leading to State action, by legislation or other means, to create an
Exchange entity with the authority necessary to meet all the Exchange requirements
of the Affordable Care Act.  In States that choose, now or at a later point in the
process, not to establish an Exchange, HHS will work with the State to establish an
Exchange.

·         Promoting Efficiency.  Exchanges must be mindful of costs for consumers,
employers, and the federal government.  Exchanges should have the flexibility to
respond to local market conditions and take actions to facilitate competition among
plans on price and quality.  Successful Exchanges will adapt to changes in the
market by redesigning and modifying business plans as opportunities develop, and
will have the flexibility to deal with insurers, agents, and other business partners in a
manner that serves the Exchange’s interest in maximizing value for consumers.
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·         Avoiding Adverse Selection.  Successful Exchanges will avoid adverse selection by
ensuring that those who buy through the Exchange are a broad mix of the healthy
and the less healthy.  The tax credits, which can only be accessed through the
Exchanges, and insurance reforms required by the Affordable Care Act will reduce
the potential for adverse selection against the Exchange, but will not eliminate it. 
States have flexibility to provide consistent regulation inside and outside the
Exchange, and to take additional action to prevent adverse selection under section
1311(e)(1)(B).  The federal government will work with States to maximize State
flexibility in this area.

·         Streamlined Access and Continuity of Care.  Section 1311(d)(4)(F) requires
Exchanges to evaluate and determine eligibility for applicants in Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and other health programs.
 Exchanges must also comply with all applicable federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination.  The federal government will provide critical building blocks and
financial support for achieving an efficient enrollment process including verification
of eligibility for tax credits.  Successful Exchanges will use those building blocks to
streamline access for consumers, while also promoting seamless access for applicants
eligible for other health programs beyond the Exchange coverage options. 
Successful Exchanges will upgrade information technology (IT) systems and other
business operations, and improve continuity of care across health programs. 

·         Public Outreach and Stakeholder Involvement.  Section 1311(d)(6) requires
Exchanges to consult with a broad range of stakeholders in carrying out their
activities.  Successful Exchanges will undertake aggressive and multi-faceted
outreach to inform the public of their services and coverage options.  Successful
Exchanges will work closely with consumer advocates, national insurers, and
community-based insurers, including potential new market entrants, to create a
competitive climate that will offer purchasers a range of product offerings.

·         Public Accountability and Transparency.  Accountability requires transparency. 
Section 1311(d)(7) requires public reports on Exchange activities, and Section
1311(e)(3) requires additional reporting, which should include standardized data
reporting on price, quality, benefits, consumer choice and other factors that will help
measure and evaluate performance.  Successful Exchanges must ensure public
accountability in areas such as objective information on the performance of plans;
availability of automated comparison functions to inform consumer choice; fair and
impartial treatment of consumers, plans and other partners; and prohibitions on
conflict of interest.

·         Financial Accountability.  Section 1313 provides for the efficient and non-
discriminatory administration of Exchanges, and seeks to prevent fraud and abuse. 
Successful Exchanges will streamline enrollment and minimize acquisition
expenses; implement policies to prevent waste, fraud and abuse; and promote
financial integrity. 

Statutory Requirements

The Affordable Care Act includes two basic types of federal requirements for Exchanges,
most of which are found in Section 1311.  These include: 1) minimum functions Exchanges
must undertake directly or, in some cases, by contract; and 2) oversight responsibilities the
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Exchanges must exercise in certifying and monitoring the performance of Qualified Health
Plans (hereafter referred to as “plans”), as defined in Section 1301.  Plans participating in the
Exchanges must also comply with State insurance laws and federal requirements in the Public
Health Service Act.

In defining the authority and duties of an Exchange, States in authorizing legislation or other
governing documents should incorporate, by reference or explicit provisions, the federally-
required Exchange functions and oversight responsibilities.

a. Exchange Functions  

Section 1311(d)(4) specifies core functions that an Exchange must meet:

·         Certification, recertification and decertification of plans

·         Operation of a toll-free hotline

·         Maintenance of a website for providing information on plans to current and
prospective enrollees

·         Assignment of a price and quality rating to plans

·         Presentation of plan benefit options in a standardized format

·         Provision of information on Medicaid and CHIP eligibility and determination of
eligibility for individuals in these programs

·         Provision of an electronic calculator to determine the actual cost of coverage taking
into account eligibility for premium tax credits and cost sharing reductions

·         Certification of individuals exempt from the individual responsibility requirement

·         Provision of information on certain individuals identified in Section 1311 (d)(4)(I) to
the Treasury Department and to employers

·         Establishment of a Navigator program that provides grants to entities assisting
consumers as described in Section 1311(i) 

Additional Exchange functions include:

·         Presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results under Section 1311(c)(4)

·         Provision for open enrollment periods under Section 1311(c)(6)

·         Consultation with stakeholders, including tribes, under Section 1311(d)(6)

·         Publication of data on the Exchange’s administrative costs under Section 1311(d)(7)

b. Oversight Responsibilities  

Section 1311(c) requires the Secretary to develop regulatory standards in five areas that
insurers must meet in order to be certified as qualified health plans by an Exchange:

·         Marketing

23173



·         Network adequacy

·         Accreditation for performance measures

·         Quality improvement and reporting

·         Uniform enrollment procedures

Additional areas where Exchanges must ensure plan compliance with regulatory standards
established by the Secretary include:

·         Information on the availability of in-network and out-of-network providers as
identified in Section 1311(c)(1)(B) and (C), including provider directories and
availability of essential community providers

·         Consideration of plan patterns and practices with respect to past premium increases
and submission of plan justifications for current premium increases under Section
1311(e)(2)

·         Public disclosure of plan data identified in Section 1311(e)(3)(A), including claims
handling policies, financial disclosures, enrollment and disenrollment data, claims
denials, rating practices, cost sharing for out of network coverage, and other
information identified by the Secretary

·         Timely information for consumers requesting their amount of cost sharing  for
specific services from specified providers as described in Section 1311(e)(3)(C)

·         Information for participants in group health plans as described in Section
1311(e)(3)(D)

·         Information on plan quality improvement activities as specified in Section 1311(g)

Clarifications and Policy Guidance

States should consider the following issues in establishing an Exchange.

·         Organizational Form.  Section 1311(d) gives States the option to establish the
Exchange as a governmental agency or nonprofit entity.  Within the governmental
agency category, the Exchange could be housed within an existing State office, as it
is in Utah, or it could be an independent public authority, as it is in Massachusetts. 
Regardless of its organizational form, the Exchange must be publicly accountable,
transparent, and have technically competent leadership, with the capacity and
authority to take all actions necessary to meet federal standards, including the
discretion to determine whether health plans offered through the Exchange are “in
the interests of qualified individuals and qualified employers” as Section 1311(e)(1)
requires. The Exchange also must have security procedures that meet the data and
privacy standards necessary to receive tax data and other sensitive information
needed for enrollment.  The type of organization may affect the federal tax treatment
of an Exchange, including potential income taxation (depending upon whether a
nonprofit organization qualifies as a tax-exempt organization), annual filing
requirements, the availability of tax-exempt bond financing, and FICA liability for
employees.     
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·         Operating Model.  States have a range of options for how the Exchange operates
from an “active purchaser” model, in which the Exchange operates as large
employers often do in using market leverage and the tools of managed competition
to negotiate product offerings with insurers, to an “open marketplace” model, in
which the Exchange operates as a clearinghouse that is open to all qualified insurers
and relies on market forces to generate product offerings.  In both cases, consumers
will end up with options, and States should provide comparison shopping tools that
promote choice based on price and quality and enable consumers to narrow plan
options based on their preferences.

·         Small Business (SHOP) Exchanges.  Small business customers offer unique
challenges but also powerful opportunities for Exchanges.  Successful Exchanges
will streamline the process for small businesses.  Federal rules will provide a
framework for SHOP Exchanges, including options for how employers can provide
contributions toward employee coverage that meet standards for small business tax
credits.

·         Risk Adjustment.  Federal rules in 2011 will outline risk adjustment methods and
require all health plans to report demographic, diagnostic, and prescription drug
data.  Further guidance addressing risk adjustment rules and formulas will be
provided in subsequent regulations.  As specified by the law, federal rules will apply
risk adjustment consistently to all plans in the individual and small group markets,
both inside and outside of Exchanges.  Federal rules on reinsurance payments will
apply to all plans in the individual market, and rules on risk corridors will apply to
all qualified health plans in the individual and small group market, as specified in
the law. 

·         Performance Measures.  Standardized public data reporting will be needed to
evaluate Exchange performance and assure transparency.  Federal rules will require
accurate and timely public disclosure of coverage data and other key performance
measures to facilitate research, analysis, and evaluation.  Given that Exchanges are
likely to pursue diverse strategies on several issues, analysis of performance metrics
will be critical to identifying best practices that can be shared and used to improve
the performance of all Exchanges.  

·         State Choices. Federal rules will clarify that the following policy areas, among
others, are State decisions, although HHS may offer recommendations and technical
assistance to States as they make these decisions:

·         Whether to form the Exchange as a governmental agency or a non-profit entity

·         Whether to form regional exchanges or establish interstate coordination for certain
functions

·         Whether to elect the option under the Affordable Care Act to use 50 employees as
the cutoff for small group market plans until 2016, which would limit access to
exchange coverage to employer groups of 50 or less

·         Whether to require additional benefits in the Exchange beyond the essential health
benefits  

·         Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 
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• Whether to extend some or all Exchange-specific regulations to the outside 
insurance market (beyond what is required in the Affordable Care Act) 

• State Authority. The federal government will work with the Governor of the State 
as the chief executive officer unless authority to operate the Exchange has been 
delegated to a specific authority through state law. 

Federal Support 

Forty-eight States and the District of Columbia were awarded their first Exchange grants 
under Section 1311inSeptember2010. Those grants were for planning purposes and the 
next round of grants will be for the purpose of establishing an Exchange. The opportunity to 
apply for grants will be announced in Febrna1y 2011 and will become available on a rolling 
basis throughout the next three years. States will have to meet ce1tain milestones in order to 
be awarded grants in 2011, and the size of State awards may be related to the number of 
milestones met. States that are not able to meet required milestones by spring 2011 may 
apply for grants later in the year. Necessaiy Exchange costs will be fully funded by HHS 
until 2015. After Janua1y 1, 2015, Exchanges must be self funded. 

Kevin R. Nelson 

-
This e-mail message and any attached files ai·e confidential and are intended solely for the 
use of the addressee(s) named above. This collllllunication may contain material protected by 
attorney-client, work product, or other privileges. If you ai·e not the intended recipient or 
person responsible for delivering this confidential communication to the intended recipient, 
you have received this collllllunication in enor, and any review, use, dissemination, 
fo1wai·ding, printing, copying, or other distribution of this e-mail message and any attached 
files is strictly prohibited. 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Hello!
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:45:45 PM
Attachments: Potential_Impact_2014_SoonerCare_Exp_Adults_June2012.pdf

ACA Medicaid Elig Options.pdf

These are the updated numbers OHCA sent last night - I have not looked at them yet and can't really
on my bb - can you look and this and see how it compares to the figures we provided them
earlier...please email or call me before replying to Lindsy
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
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Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (15)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (19)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (26)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 200,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 100% Participation
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (12)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (17)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (31)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 145,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 75% Participation
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011







Provider Panel Capacity
(Number of Counties)


Provider Panel Deficit   (9)
>=70% of Panel Capacity Used   (17)
50% - 69% of Panel Capacity Used      (15)
<50% of Panel Capacity Used   (36)


Total PCPs & Additional Eligible Population Counts
Additional Adults Eligible For SoonerCare - 110,000


Open PCPs Available to Adults and Children - 371


Open PCPs Available to Adults Only - 72


Potential Impact of 2014 SoonerCare Expansions 
on Provider Panel Capacity and Adult Eligibility


by County at 57% Participation
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Numbers printed within each county indicate the potential number of additional SoonerCare members in 2014 and current number of open Primary Care Providers (PCPs). Some PCPs
may provide service in multiple counties so will be counted multiple times. Adult defined as Age 19 and Over. Data valid as of September 21, 2011








Est Cost of Health Care Services - 100% of all eligibles (6, 7)


FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020


Federal Matching Rate 100% 100% 100% 95% 94% 93% 90%


Federal Reimbursement 502,200,000$   512,244,000$   522,488,880$   506,291,725$   510,981,585$   515,656,523$    509,002,890$    


State Share -$                   -$                   -$                   26,646,933$     32,615,846$     38,812,857$      56,555,877$      


Oklahoman's with Health Care 


Expansion of Medicaid to Cover Adults 


Healthier Oklahoma 


Reduced 
Uncompensated Care 


for Providers 


Additional State Tax / 
Personal Tax 
Collections 


More Jobs 


Other State Dollars 
Available for Re-


Investment 


• 0 to 138% FPL 


• 200,000 currently eligible 


• Family of three income - $25,268  
Adult Eligibility (1) 


• State Share - 0% 


• Federal Share 100% 


• Estimated Annual Fed Reimb - $500 + million 


Cost of Services  (2) 


(for 2014 to 2016) 


• 16,397 Jobs 


• $495 million in payroll 


• $52 million in state / personal tax revenues 


Additional Economic Growth 
(3) 


•Estimated reduction of $324 million 


•Estimated reduction of > 50% 


Reduced Uncompensated 
Care for Providers / Cost 
Shift to the Insured (4) 


•ODMHSAS - $34 million 


•ODOC - $11.2 million 


•OSDH - $2.4 million 


Estimated Other State 
Dollars Available for Re-
Investment (annually) (5) 







Notes:
(1)  200,000 eligibles assumes that everyone eligible would enroll.  The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) and others have estimated


  that the more realistic % of enrollees would be between 57% and 75%.


(2)  The federal government will participate with 100% FFP through FFY2016; at that time the matching rate begins dropping until


  it levels off at 90% in 2020.


(3)  Economic impacts are based on IMPLAN values used in the "Economic Impact of the Medicaid Program on Oklahoma's Economy,"


  National Center for Rural Health Works, Oklahoma State University, January 2007.    Once again,  this economic impact is based on 100% 


  of all eligibles being enrolled into SoonerCare (Medicaid).


(4)  RWJF / Urban Institute study reported a reduction of uncompensated care of $609 million stemming from the reduction of 338,000


  uninsured Oklahoma's.  If all eligibles enrolled, we would estimate that there would be $324,000 in uncompensated care reduction / 


  cost shift to the insured.


(5)  Currently, other state agencies pay for medical costs for Oklahomans, with 100% state dollars, who under the expansion scenario would 


  be eligible for the new Medicaid with federal participation.


(6)  This represents the estimated costs of services if all eligibles enrolled in the program.  The growth estimate of new eligibles


  per year was calculated at 2%.


(7)  Administrative costs are not included in these calculations.  We would estimate administrative costs to be consistent with


  current administrative costs which are about 3% of program costs.  The federal match on most administrative costs are 50 / 50.  


  There are some exceptions, such as infrastructure costs for new technology is generally at a 90 / 10 match.







Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org


2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-
mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not
accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Katie Altshuler
To: "kaltshule
Subject: Fw: Hello!
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 1:47:33 PM
Attachments: Potential Impact 2014 SoonerCare Exp Adults June2012.pdf

ACA Medicaid Elig Options.pdf

 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 05:02 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Katie –
The first document includes maps of where we believe the “new” eligibles would be (by county). 
There are actually three maps – one representing 100% enrollment, one representing 75%, and one
at 57%.
 
The second document provides you information about the eligibles, economic impact, reduced
uncompensated care, federal matching rates, etc.  (I provided notes on the second page to explain
the numbers on the first page.)  Also, wanted to point out that we did use the 2007 economic
impact study - - newer IMPLAN values are not available at this time (ie, for tax revenue).  We did
talk with the OTC regarding this and they believe, because of other factors occurring since 2007,
that the number we have would be pretty well on target.
 
And, then on another note, we learned today that this will be an “opt-out” eligibility group rather
than an “opt-in”.  This changes things a bit now; in order to “opt-out” we would probably need
legislation.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
Cindy
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:24 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Indeed!!!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 04:22 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
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Can I have abt 20 minutes?  Promise.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Re: Hello!
 
Sorry to harass, just checking back in, I am hoping to print copies before I leave the office today of
whatever you send to take with me to the Governor, thanks!
 
From: Cindy Roberts [mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Nico Gomez <Nico.Gomez@okhca.org> 
Subject: RE: Hello! 
 
Sure.  Let me put some finishing touches on it and I will get it to you.
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 4:48 PM
To: Cindy Roberts
Cc: Nico Gomez
Subject: Hello!
Importance: High
 
I am leaving for the National Governors Association Annual meeting on Thursday morning and will
be briefing Governor Fallin when I arrive re/ PPACA. I wanted to see if there is anyway I can the
information we requested by tomorrow? Thank you! Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
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katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
 

 
=================================================== DISCLAIMER - This
e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the named addressee
you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail
from your system. The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is
required please request a hard-copy version.
===================================================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-
mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. The sender does not
accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which
arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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Read the full story

From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:27:05 AM

 
Helpful information.
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend t has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html
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mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com
mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com
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http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZ243ZW1tBF9TAzExODMzMDgwNzMEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnAzU3NzcwZmExLTdkMTEtM2U4My04YjAxLTZiODAwZmY4N2RiZQRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3


Read the full story

From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:27:00 AM

 
Helpful information.
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend t has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html
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Read the full story

From: Steve Mullins
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:36:00 AM

Thought you might want to see this summary
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend  has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html
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From: 

To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Steve Mullins 

susanmullin 

FW: Here Are The New Taxes You're Going To Pay For Obamacare I Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Rnance 

Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:36:00 AM 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance. yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM 
To: Steve Mullins 
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You're Going To Pay For Obamacare I Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance 

Your friend as shared a link with you. 

Here Are The New Taxes You're Going To Pay For 
Obamacare I Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance 

http"({finance vahoo rom/hlogS(dajlY-ticJser/laxesiloiog-0ay-pay-0hamarare-145:413745 html 

Read the full story I 
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Read the full story

From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:27:05 AM

 
Helpful information.
 

From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend  has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html
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Read the full story

From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Glenn Coffee; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
Date: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:27:05 AM

 
Helpful information.
 
From: mailbot@finance.yahoo.com [mailto:mailbot@finance.yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
 

Your friend  has shared a link with you.

Here Are The New Taxes You’re Going To Pay For
Obamacare | Daily Ticker - Yahoo! Finance
http://finance.yahoo.com/blogs/daily-ticker/taxes-going-pay-pay-obamacare-145413745.html
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: Heritage article
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 2:59:00 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:06 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Re: Heritage article

Crazy today. Alex is tied up and not sure he can send asap.

I don't have link but it's heritage foundation backgrounder title "a state lawmaker's guide to health
insurance exchanges" by edmund haislmaier.

----- Original Message -----
From: Wendy Gregory
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:04 AM
To: Aaron Cooper; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Heritage article

Send asap and I will print before noon! Or tell me which one it is and I can pull it from the web.
Thanks!
 

-----Original Message-----
From: Aaron Cooper
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:00 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Heritage article

Alex, GMF wants you to email the Heritage article re: exchanges to Wendy.

Wendy, GMF wants you to print out a couple copies for the noon speech and a couple copies for the
evening speech to give to the organizers so they can make copies to eventually share with their
members.
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From: AJ Mallory
To: Dana Wolpert; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: HHS NEWS: States Leading the Way on Implementation: HHS Awards "Early Innovator" Grants to Seven States
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2011 6:32:34 PM

 
 

From: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs [mailto:HHSIGA@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 8:50 AM
To: US HHS Intergovernmental Affairs
Subject: HHS NEWS: States Leading the Way on Implementation: HHS Awards "Early Innovator" Grants to Seven
States
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                               Contact:  HHS Press Office
Wednesday, February 16, 2011                                                                                   (202) 690-6343
 

States Leading the Way on Implementation:  HHS Awards “Early Innovator” 
Grants to Seven States

 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today announced the award of seven
cooperative agreements to help a group of “Early Innovator” states design and implement the
information technology (IT) infrastructure needed to operate Health Insurance Exchanges.  These states
are leading the way on building a better health insurance marketplace, one that allows individuals and
small-business owners to pool their purchasing power to negotiate lower rates.  Using these new funds,
the Early Innovator states will develop Exchange IT models that can be adopted and tailored by other
states.
 
Kansas, Maryland, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Wisconsin, and a consortium of New England states
will receive a total of approximately $241 million.  Information on how much each state or consortium
will receive and how each will use the grant funds is available at
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/exchanges02162011a.html.
 
“Early Innovator states will play a critical role in developing a consumer-friendly marketplace where
insurers must compete to deliver the best deal,” said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.  “These grants
ensure that consumers in every state will be able to easily navigate their way through health insurance
options.”
 
Starting in 2014, Exchanges will help individuals and small employers shop for, select, and enroll in
high-quality, affordable private health plans that fit their individual needs at competitive prices.  By
providing a place for one-stop shopping, Exchanges will make purchasing health insurance easier and
more understandable.  Similar to any consumer-based industry such as the airline or banking industries,
sophisticated, consumer-friendly IT infrastructure will be critical to the success of the Exchanges. 
Although Exchanges are not scheduled to launch until 2014, work is already underway to design and
implement them across the country.  As states prepare, they have requested early funding assistance to
develop the right IT, particularly with respect to eligibility and enrollment systems.
 
All Early Innovator states have committed to assuring that the technology they develop is reusable and
transferable.  Using the grants, they will develop the building blocks for Exchange IT systems,
providing models for how Exchange IT systems can be created.  This will help states to establish their
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Exchanges quickly and efficiently using the models and building blocks created by the Early Innovator
states.  At the same time, states continue to have the flexibility to develop an Exchange that best meets
the needs of their unique health insurance market without having to start from scratch.
 
The seven grantees offer a diversity that will be valuable to all states as they work to set up their
Exchanges.  The grantees represent different regions of the country, as well as different Exchange
governance structures and Information Systems.  This diversity will help ensure that a wide range of IT
models are developed, and every state will benefit. 
 
“Everyone wins,” said Don Berwick.  “This grant program means that states don’t have to waste money
reinventing the wheel, and consumers get the best of the best.”
 
Summary of Early Innovator Grants
 

Kansas: Kansas Insurance Department, $31,537,465
Maryland: Maryland Dept of Health and Mental Hygiene, $6,227,454
Multi-State Consortia: University of Massachusetts Medical School, $35,591,333
New York: New York Department of Health, $27,431,432
Oklahoma: Oklahoma Health Care Authority, $54,582,269
Oregon: Oregon Health Authority, $48,096,307
Wisconsin: Wisconsin Department of Health Services, $37,757,266

 
For more information on grant specifics and state summaries, please visit
www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/exchanges02162011a.html.
 
 
 

###
 
 

 
Note: All HHS press releases, fact sheets and other press materials are available at
http://www.hhs.gov/news.
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To: Ted Wade
Subject: FW: HOME SALES TAX...HOMEOWNER"S BEWARE
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:11:13 AM

Well, I’m not entirely sure he did check snopes on this.  It is still troubling, but not quite as black & white as portrayed in the
email.
http://www.snopes.com/politics/taxes/realestate.asp
 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/beltway/2012/04/02/there-is-no-obamacare-tax-on-most-home-sales-really/
 
 
 
 
 

From: tom ray  
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:05 AM
To: tom ray
Subject: FW: HOME SALES TAX...HOMEOWNER'S BEWARE
 
 
 
Subject: HOME SALES TAX...HOMEOWNER'S BEWARE
 
I checked snoops on this one, and it could very well  apply to you!!!  I for one am not willing to drink Obama’s kool
aid, we sure need to get our federal Government under control.  All of the clowns in DC need to be on SS and health
care like the rest of us.
Tom
 

HOME SALES TAX
 
This is not surprising with our lovely president.
 
 
When does your home become part of your health care?
After 2012!
 

Your vote counts big time in 2012, make sure
you and all your friends and family know about this !
 

HOME SALES TAX
 

I thought you might find this interesting, -- maybe even
SICKENING!
 

The National Association of Realtors is all over this and working
to get it repealed, --before it takes effect. 
But, I am very pleased we aren't the only ones who know about
this
ploy to steal billions from unsuspecting homeowners. 
How many realtors do you think will vote Democrat in 2012????

23192



 

Did you know that if you sell your house after 2012 you will pay
a 3.8% sales tax on it?
That's $3,800 on a $100,000 home, etc.
When did this happen? It's in the health care bill
 
WHICH THE SUPREME COURT JUST APPROVED,
 
 -- and it goes into effect in 2013. Why 2013?
Could it be so that it doesnt come to light until after
the 2012 elections? So, this is change you can believe in?
 

Under the new health care bill all real estate transactions
will be subject to a 3.8% sales tax.
 

If you sell a $400,000 home, there will be a $15,200 tax.
This bill is set to screw the retiring generation, --
 who often downsize their homes. 
Does this make your November, 2012 vote more important?
 

Oh, you weren't aware that this was in the ObamaCare bill?
Guess what; you aren't alone!
There are more than a few members of Congress that
weren't aware of it either.
 

You can check this out for yourself at:
 

http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare-flatlines-obamacare-
taxes-home
 

We need to forward this to everyone in our address books.
 

US VOTERS NEED TO KNOW BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE.
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From: 
To: 

Subject 
Date: 

ULA JOHNSON 
Anastasia Pittman; Andrea Hall; Anita Wuver· Annie Vanek· Carole Hecbrd· Consl:i3f'lc:e Johnson : Darlene Wt9iey· James Vanek· James OKl Lankford· JoM Vanek: 
laurie <inderscw ; Maridale Vanek• Governor Infoe Mary Vooler: Mellodee Wallace· Sandy Cooley• Shehan stewart 

Fw: If you own a home, mote nt"'N taxes ccming 

Wednesdciy, February 29, 2012 8 :44 53 PM 

Scary stuff, folks. Read and weep ... and then vote appropriately to end this travesty. Lila Johnson 
Oklahoma City OK 
House District 99/Senate District 48 

--- On Wed, 2/29/12, John & Peggy Bass······> wrote: 

If you a.re depending on Medicare, you '11 be interested in this also. Pray for our country and vote your values. PB 

It's amazing what's in Obamacare. This is only one of many hidden "taxes" and 
non-health related items. That is why it has to be repealed by our new President. 
Glad to see this is going around as some of us have known about this from the start. 

Be brave and send it to people outside the norm who may not be aware of this tax 
and other issues. 

Another hit on the middle class ...... . 

If you own a home, Please read this_ 

THIS WILL BLOW YOU AWAY !!!!! 

The National Association of REALTORS is all over this and 
working to get it repealed, befo1·e it takes effect. But, I am very 
pleased we aren't the only ones who know about this ploy to steal 
billions from unsuspecting homeowne1·s. How many REALTORS 
do you think will vote Democratic in 2012? 

Did you know that if you sell your house after 2012 you n-ill pay a 
3.8% sales tax on it? That's $3,800 on a $100,000 home, etc. When 
did this happen? It's in the health care bill and goes into effect in 
2013. 

Why 2013? Could it be to come to light AFIER the 2012 
elections? So, this is "c.hange you can believe in"? Under the new 
health ca1·e bill all real estate t.-ansactions will be subject to a 3.8% 
Sales Tax. 

If you sell a 5400,000 home, the1·e will he a SlS,200 tax. 
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This bill is set to screw the retiring generation who often downsize
their homes.  Does this make your November and 2012 vote more
important?

 

Oh,  you weren't aware this was in the Obamacare bill?  Guess
what,  you aren't alone.  There are more than a few members of
Congress that aren't aware of it either  <
http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare-flatlines-obamacare-
taxes-home>

 

I hope you forward this to every single person in
your address book.  VOTERS NEED TO KNOW.

===============================================================

Look carefully at the 2014 rate compared
to the 2013 rate
 

EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW, NOT ONLY SENIORS.   

Look carefully at the 2014 rate compared to the 2013
rate

For those of you who are on Medicare, read
the following. It's short, but important and you
probably haven't heard about it in the Marxist
liberal media."The per person Medicare
Insurance Premium will increase from the
present Monthly Fee of
 

$96.40, rising to:
 

$104.20 in 2012
 

$120.20 in 2013
 

And
 

$247.00 in 2014."
 

These are Provisions incorporated in the
Obamacare Legislation, purposely delayed so
as not to confuse the 2012 Re-Election
Campaigns. Send this to all Seniors that you
know, so they will know who's throwing them
under the bus.
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REMEMBER THIS IN NOVEMBER 2012
AND VOTE!!!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------

From now thru November 2012 this should be
required weekly or at least monthly,

Reading – BY ALL WHO VOTE!!!
 

Did you notice who Obama threatened when
he wasn't getting his way on raising the debt
ceiling?

He threatened to not pay:

Social Security Retirees,

Military Retirees,

Social Security disability and Federal Retirees.
 

Now.. Let this sink in really good -

He did not threaten to stop payments to illegal
aliens

He did not threatened to take frivolous benefits
such as Internet access away from violent
inmates

He did not offer to fire some of the thousands
of unnecessary federal employees that he hired

He did not offer to cut down on his or his
wife's frivolous gallivanting around

He did not threaten to not pay the senators and
representatives or any of their staff

He did not threaten to take benefits away from
welfare recipients

He did not threaten the food stamp programs

He did not threaten to not pay foreign aid

He did not threaten to cut back on anything
that involves his base voters
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The list could go on and on. He is
in full political re-election mode!

Why are we allowing this person to
destroy this wonderful country with
hisselfishness and his lies?

His type of change is killing our country.
He needs to be stopped and only ourVotes
can stop him.

Do not forget about his tactics when it's
election time. Vote Obama out of
the Presidency in 2012. 

LET'S MAKE 2012 - THE
END OF AN ERROR!

 

"Democracy... Is two wolves and a lamb voting
on what to have for lunch.

Liberty... Is a well-armed lamb contesting the
vote." -- Benjamin Franklin
 

AMERICA.....

HOME OF THE FREE

BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS

 

ELECTION 2012 IS
COMING!!!

A Nation of Sheep Breeds a Government of
Wolves!

 

I'M 100% for PASSING THIS ON!!!
 

Let's Take a Stand!!!
 

Obama: Gone!
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Borders: Closed!

Language: English only

Culture: Constitution, and the
Bill of Rights!

Drug Free: Mandatory Drug
Screening before Welfare!

NO freebies to: Non-Citizens!
 

We the people are
coming

 

Only 86% will send this on. Should be a
100%. What will you do?
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Impeach Obama Movement Once Again Gaining Steam
Date: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 4:45:02 PM

 
 
From: Floyd Brown
Sent: Tuesday, March 13, 2012 3:59 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Impeach Obama Movement Once Again Gaining Steam
 

The Attorneys General Of Nine States Have Accused Barack Obama And
The Obama Administration Of 21 "Illegal Acts."

     What's that you say? You didn't hear about it on the nightly news? Of course not. Other than
a four minute blurb on FOX News, the lame-stream media was simply much too busy beating
up on Rush Limbaugh for chiding a 30 year-old Georgetown University law student, to report
what should have been the story of the century. But they didn't simply ignore the story...
THEY SPIKED IT. 

     As the late-Walter Cronkite would have said: "And that's the way it is." But, the lame-
stream media blackout aside, now that the highest law enforcement officials of nine states
have accused the Obama Regime of 21 separate and distinct criminal acts, we are still left to
ask the question that we have asked for far too long: What must Barack Obama do? How
many offenses and derelictions of duty must he commit before our Republican leaders in
Congress begin to understand that, for the good of the country, he must be impeached? 

     Mr. Boehner, Mr. McConnell... we're talking to you and the rest of our so-called leaders in
Congress who continually caution us that Mr. Obama's actions "do not rise to the level of an
impeachable offense." Your cowardice... spinelessness... gobbledygook... and double-speak...
is no longer acceptable.  If 21 distinct criminal offenses and constitutional usurpations do not
rise to the level of impeachable offenses, then exactly what DOES constitute an impeachable
offense? We're listening... We'd all like to know. 

     When will you realize that the American people WILL NOT wait another year to remove the
malignancy that is killing this great country from power? When will you realize that
impeachment is your Constitutional duty and that the time for impeachment is upon us and
it is now. 

     The American people have had enough. Barack Obama has been flirting with impeachment
like Bill Clinton at a sorority on open bar night and the time to speak in one resounding voice
and call our Republican leaders on the carpet is upon us. It is now. It's time to send our
elected officials a very clear message: If you love the the halls and corridors of power in
Washington D.C. and you want to stay... then you must remove Barack Obama from office.
Remove Barack Obama or we will remove you. 

Use the button below to send your urgent and personalized Blast Faxes to the Republican
Leadership of the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. 
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If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

FOX News' Martha MacCallum Threw Senator John Barrasso A Softball... 

      Martha MacCallum filed a four minute report on the story. Throwing Senator John
Barrasso a softball, she asked him what exactly could be done. While she asked the question
within the context of what actions these nine attorneys general might take, the implication
was clear: What are you, Mr. Barrasso, going to do now that the Obama Regime stands
accused, by the chief law enforcement officers of nine states, of 21 criminal acts. 

     But Barrasso didn't swing and miss, he watched the softball float across the plate for a
called strike. After blustering and bloviating that he believes that Obama has "total disregard
for the law" and "the Constitution," he blathered: "We're going to see hearings in the
Supreme Court later this month about the health care law." 

     WHAT? ... EXCUSE US? ... Newsflash Mr. Barrasso, Mr. Boehner and Mr. McConnell:
relying upon the whims of Justice Anthony Kennedy on ObamaCare is NOT a sound strategy
for combating the abuses of this gangster Obama Regime. 

     The Constitution is clear and YOUR CONSTITUTIONAL DUTY IS CLEAR, and simply talking
tough and punting your Constitutional duty over to liberal activist judges does not excuse you
from doing your duty. You are not going to ignore your constitutional duty... the American
people are not going to let you get away with it! 

     The Obama Regime is not simply guilty of 21 distinct "illegal acts." As Virginia's Attorney
General Ken Cuccinelli said, those within the Obama Regime are "the greatest set of
lawbreakers that have run the federal government in our lifetimes." And Cuccinelli added:
"This is not about policy. ... [It is about] this administration's disregard for the law." 

     Mr. Boehner... Mr. McConnell... your duty is clear. Article 2, Section 4 of the United States
Constitution states: "The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the United States,
shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or
other high crimes and misdemeanors." 

     You don't have to be a constitutional scholar to understand what is obvious... when the man
occupying the Oval Office and his minions behave lawlessly... when they commit 21 separate
and distinct illegal acts... THEY MUST BE IMPEACHED. 

     Barack Obama is not our king or our monarch. He is not our dictator and we are not his
subjects. When the man or woman occupying the Oval Office violates the Constitution, the
remedy is IMPEACHMENT and the jurisdiction to impeach lies with YOU, not the courts! 

     It's time our elected officials got the message. The time for impeachment is here... it is now.
And if they don't get the message, it's high time that they understand that the American
people WILL clean house. Don't let anyone tell you that you have to wait until November to
effect change. The country is in dire straights. We can't wait. We can, and must, make
change happen now! 

Use the button below to send your urgent and personalized Blast Faxes to the Republican
Leadership of the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. 

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.
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Obama No Longer Tries To Conceal The Fact That He Considers Himself To
Be A Dictator. 

     Let's face facts; tyranny has become a pattern of behavior with Obama and he's no longer
making an effort to even conceal his tyrannical abuses of power. 

     When Barack Obama blatantly violated the Constitution and unilaterally declared that the
Senate was out of session (even though the Senate WAS clearly in session) and made his
fraudulent "recess appoint" of Richard Cordray to his so-called Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, the Wall Street Journal wrote: 

"[A]dministration officials say they reserve the option to install Richard Cordray as head of
the new Consumer Financial Protection Bureau without Senate approval. That’s because the
White House has concluded that it can make the appointment even if the Senate has not
formally recessed, said one Democrat familiar with White House thinking. 'They have
decided no one can stop them.'” [Emphasis Ours] 

     You read that right, Obama essentially said... I'll do as I please and I dare anyone to stop
me (it's high time for Mr. Boehner and Mr. McConnell to take him up on that dare). Even one
of Barack Obama's advisers, Josh Earnest boasted, bold as brass, that working with Congress
is "no longer a requirement." 

     And why shouldn't Obama and his apparatchiks behave like dictators? At every turn our so-
called Republican leaders in Congress have given Obama inches, and each time he has taken
miles. When will these tyrannical abuses stop? How far will Barack Obama go? When will they
draw a line in the sand and say: the tyranny stops today! 

     History doesn't paint a pretty picture. Until patriotic Americans take action and lean on our
elected representatives to expose Obama's dictatorial, illegal and unconstitutional behavior,
the sky is the limit. 

     And to those who may be saying that pushing for impeachment is "impractical" with an
election less than year away, we respectfully ask: how much damage can Barack Obama do in
one year? How much power can he tyrannically usurp in a year? How much damage can he do
to this great country and our Constitution in a year? 

     Pending elections DO NOT trump the Constitution and at this point, patriotic Americans
should not be asking whether Barack Obama should be impeached but rather, need to be
asking WHEN will Barack Obama be impeached! 

Use the button below to send your urgent and personalized Blast Faxes to the Republican
Leadership of the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. 

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

They Hear You Loud And Clear And They're Hoping That You'll Just Sit
Down, Shut Up And Go Away. 

     Make no mistake, while the American people demand a stop to the lawlessness of the
Obama Regime, too many of our elected officials derisively roll their eyes and laugh behind
your backs, oblivious to the the fact that their coy refusals to stop the destruction of the
America that we know and love is viewed by patriotic and God-fearing Americans as a slap in
the face... a figurative "go to hell." 
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     They fail to realize that their sly refusals to act will have dire, career-ending, consequences
and it's time to give them a not-so-subtle dose of reality. 

     They're like cheating spouses who promise to clean up their acts and go on to commit more
adultery. They're like recalcitrant children who promise to behave and go on to commit more
misdeeds. 

     And they won't stop deceiving the American people until they are made to realize that
their empty and hollow words are not sufficient. If you make them understand that their
continued bad behavior will have consequences, they will straighten up and fly right... and
the time to send that message is now. 

     It's us against them. No, it's not Democrats against Republicans, and it's not Conservative
against Liberals. It's the American people against the political elites. It's the people who
understand that impeachment is the cure for the abuses of the Obama Regime against those
who merely give lip-service to holding the corrupt Obama Regime accountable. 

     Your rumblings and your demands for accountability are not falling on deaf ears. Step by
step, inch by inch, you are changing the political landscape in Washington. They've seen
your faxes. They've fielded your calls. They've heard about groups of citizens flying Impeach
Obama banners at events around the country. 

     They're simply trying, as hard as they can, not to listen; much like a child who plugs his ears
and babbles when someone tries to tell him something he does not want to hear. Listening is
just too damn hard because they understand the implications of what will happen ONCE YOU
FORCE THEM TO LISTEN. 

     Frank Miniter, in reference to the idea of impeaching Eric Holder, wrote in Forbes: "The
public is very aware of the concept and its implications. Therefore, if the idea hits the
airwaves people will start asking, 'Why do some Republicans want to impeach Attorney
General Eric Holder?' The answers they and journalists will have to contend with will be
revealing." 

     Therein lies the rub. They don't want to contend with the questions, but when it comes to
the impeachment of Barack Obama, win, lose or draw, you will force the journalists, pundits
and political elites to contend with the pesky and uncomfortable questions... you will force
Obama to contend with the pesky and uncomfortable questions... we simply need to get the
ball rolling so the questions are asked... and the answers will be revealing! We can win, but
in order to win, we have to fight. 

     Politics is the art of the possible and anything is possible. Just ask Barack Obama, Did he
not once say; “we don’t have to wait for Congress, we’re just going to go ahead and act on
our own." Well guess what? ... Obama was right and what's good for the goose is also good for
the gander. When it comes to impeachment, "we don't have to wait for Congress, we're just
going to go ahead and act" and demand that Congress catch up and get with the program. 

     The Obama Regime is a disease. Impeachment is the cure. Don't let the pundits and elites
tell you that you'll simply have to wait another year to purge this disease from our country.
We can impeach Barack Obama now. We should impeach Barack Obama now. We must
impeach Barack Obama now. 

Use the button below to send your urgent and personalized Blast Faxes to the Republican
Leadership of the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. 

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.
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In 2014, The Obama Dictatorship Will Be Complete
Jul 09, 2012 02:55 pm | Doug Book

Though few Americans are aware of it, the unconscionable ObamaCare ruling of
Chief Justice John Roberts stands to provide Barack Hussein Obama unlimited and
fundamentally irrevocable power less than 2 years after the November election. For
should he win, Obama… Continue to Post

Video: Proof That Terrorists Are Entering U.S. From Mexican Border
Jul 09, 2012 02:30 pm | Joel Valenzuela
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Save Your Vote From Election Fraud
Jul 09, 2012 02:25 pm | Twila Le Page

Several states, including Pennsylvania, are finding their voter ID Required to Vote
Law being challenged by the Justice Dept. and/or the ACLU. Now for what reason
could the liberals not want Voter ID? To begin with, most of the people… Continue
to Post

Video: ObamaCare IRS Agents The ‘New Gestapo’
Jul 09, 2012 02:20 pm | Kris Zane

Four More Years Will Spell The End To The Republic
Jul 09, 2012 02:15 pm | Alan P. Halbert

Obama has given us a glimpse of his next term as President with how he has acted
after the defeat of the Democrats in the congressional election of 2010.  His actions
through the past three and one half years have… Continue to Post

Video: U.K. To Seize Anti-Islamist Mother’s Unborn Child
Jul 09, 2012 02:05 pm | Joel Valenzuela

Axelrod Bites The Hand That Protects His Disabled Daughter
Jul 09, 2012 02:00 pm | Kevin “Coach” Collins

The story of David Axelrod’s daughter Lauren is heartwarming. It is the story of how
the love and caring of a child’s parents can triumph over terrible physical and
mental disabilities. From her infancy Lauren had epileptic attacks that numbered…
Continue to Post

The Hill Poll: Majority Of Voters Believe Obama Has Changed
Country For Worse
Jul 09, 2012 01:55 pm | Breaking News
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Two-thirds of likely voters say President Obama has kept his 2008 campaign promise
to change America — but it’s changed for the worse, according to a sizable majority.
A new poll for The Hill found 56 percent of likely voters… Continue to Post

Video: Utah July 4th Parade Parodies Obama
Jul 09, 2012 01:50 pm | Joel Valenzuela

Why Conservatives Are Happier Than Liberals
Jul 09, 2012 01:45 pm | Breaking News

WHO is happier about life — liberals or conservatives? The answer might seem
straightforward. After all, there is an entire academic literature in the social
sciences dedicated to showing conservatives as naturally authoritarian, dogmatic,
intolerant of ambiguity, fearful of threat… Continue to Post

If I Were Mitt Romney
Jul 09, 2012 01:40 pm | Michael Nellett

If I were Mitt Romney, I would be loudly proclaiming the following: The argument
that I was an “outsourcer” of jobs by the Obama administration is laughable when
one considers the fact that Obama appointed Jeff Immelt, the CEO of… Continue to
Post

Government Overpaid $14 Billion In Unemployment Benefits
Jul 09, 2012 01:35 pm | Breaking News

Don’t spend that unemployment check too fast. The government might ask you to
pay it back. Overpayments are a rampant problem in the unemployment insurance
system. The federal government and states overpaid an estimated $14 billion in
benefits in fiscal… Continue to Post

A Country That Needs Healing
Jul 09, 2012 01:30 pm | Kenny Parker

At a time when our country seems to be losing its way, we are turning further from
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our Founding Christian Heritage. Our Country is ill and desperately needs healing.
Today, evil is celebrated in America. What was bad a few… Continue to Post

The UN Arms Trade Treaty
Jul 09, 2012 01:25 pm | Gabor Zolna

Obama is expected to sign the UN Arms Trade Treaty on July 27, 2012. Secretary
Hilary Clinton has been working in brining this about for quite some time. The
global weapons market at the present time exceeds $60 billion dollars… Continue to
Post

Young Adults Who Voted For Obama Now At 12.8% Unemployment
Jul 09, 2012 01:20 pm | Breaking News

After almost one full term of Obama’s policies, the unemployment rate is still above
8% according to figures released on June 6, 2012. The number of unemployed
women ages 16 and over in the civilian work force increased by 780,000… Continue
to Post

Video: Hollywood And The Election
Jul 09, 2012 01:15 pm | Joel Valenzuela

Fox New’s Fair And Balanced Does More Harm Than Good
Jul 09, 2012 01:10 pm | Gabor Zolna

Absolutely every Fox Anchor invites both Liberals and Conservatives on to their
show, at the same time. The initial concept for doing so might have been a great
idea at one time. However,  that unfortunately no longer seems to be the…
Continue to Post

Obama Calls For Bush Tax Cut Extensions For Those Making Less
Than $250,000
Jul 09, 2012 01:04 pm | Breaking News

Washington (CNN) — President Barack Obama called Monday for Congress to pass a
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one-year extension of the Bush-era tax cuts for people earning less than $250,000
a year. “I believe prosperity comes from an economy that’s built on a strong…
Continue to Post

GOP Unnerved By Democrats’ Candid Camera Techniques
Jul 09, 2012 01:00 pm | Breaking News

Politicians recognize they give up a degree of privacy when they run for office. But
Democrats are testing the outer limits of that understanding with a practice that
raises questions about when campaign tracking becomes something more like
stalking. While… Continue to Post

‘I,’ ‘Me’—Obama Uses First-Person Pronoun 117 Times In 1 Speech
Jul 09, 2012 01:00 pm | Breaking News

(CNSNews.com) – Speaking in Sandusky, Ohio on July 5, President Barack Obama
used the first-person pronouns “I” and “me” a combined 117 times in a speech that
lasted about 25 minutes and 32 seconds. Obama used “I” 98 times and… Continue to
Post

Roubini: My ‘Perfect Storm’ Scenario Is Unfolding Now
Jul 09, 2012 01:00 pm | Breaking News

“Dr. Doom” Nouriel Roubini says the “perfect storm” scenario he forecast for the
global economy earlier this year is unfolding right now as growth slows in the U.S.,
Europe as well as China. In May, Roubini predicted four elements –… Continue to
Post

The Global War On Terror Is Over?
Jul 09, 2012 12:57 pm | Breaking News

It’s a good thing the Obama administration isn’t involved in the global war on terror
anymore. Otherwise, we would have American special forces waging all kinds of
clandestine operations and wars in places like Mali. Oh wait… Three American
commandos… Continue to Post
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If you missed it:
How Obama Literally Hypnotized America-Part 1

Video: BUSTED! Arpaio Team FINDS THE MAN Who Forged Obama BC!

“Mr. Wonderful”?

Video: Obama Not Subject To Election Law?

The Death Of A Dream
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From: Brian Anderson
To: Governor Info
Subject: FW: Insurance Exchanges = OBAMA CARE this is a BAD IDEA
Date: Friday, April 15, 2011 12:21:46 PM

FYI

 

From: Brian Anderson  
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 11:58 AM
To: 'newsome'
Subject: Insurance Exchanges = OBAMA CARE this is a BAD IDEA
 
I am absolute pleased to see that the Governor did send the money back to

Washington D.C. and did what the 62% of the Oklahoma Public wanted done.

However she is still bent on creating a Health Insurance Exchange which = OBAMA

CARE. Your voice does matter and is being heard!! We need to keep voicing right

now about NO EXCHANGES!!! First what is wrong with the system we have now?

Why are we not opening the State of Oklahoma for all Insurance Companies to do

business in Oklahoma instated of a SELECT FEW? After all this is all ready being

practiced at all the Federal Agencies we have in the Great State of Oklahoma. So if

the Federal Government can do why can we not do it for the State? Open competition

is the answer and we all ready have an Insurance Commission who regulates these

Insurance Companies. So why are we re-creating the wheel? Especially when the

State of Oklahoma has a $500,000,000.00 to 600,000,000.00 MILLION short fall right

now! We cannot meet our own debts in Oklahoma but we are going to spend money

to set up an exchange! Remember all the key words I am highlighting below are and

represent OBAMA CARE they just do not directly come out and say this.

This is just another ruse and tactic they are using. I do not know about you but I am

tired of these representatives lying to us Citizens and think we are just stupid! Just

like PRESIDENT OBAMA said yesterday (04/14/2011) in Chicago!!! "DO YOU THINK

WE ARE STUPID" and we are not going to cave in to the nickel and dime the GOP  is

trying to hold him up on the issue of Health Care. TO ALL Representatives we are

not STUPID!!

Every Citizens in the United States should be up in ARMS about these comments

because all he is demonstrating he does not have the best interest of WE THE
PEOPLE.
Insurance Exchanges ARE/IS STILL OBAMA CARE. READ BELOW!!!!!!

Everyone write to Governor Mary Fallin and your representatives to have them stop

this Exchange idea and demand open competition with Insurance

companies across state lines!!! This will eliminate allot of the problems they have

targeted below. This is the best business model for the Citizens of Oklahoma! We all

ready have Sooner Care for the indigent so why are we considering changing this

system? All we have to do is change our current insurance laws to state and

Insurance company cannot deny you coverage, provide coverage to all everyone

regardless of the their health and Provide coverage with or without previous existing

conditions.  All these coverage's will be provided at rates determined by Insurance

Commission and to be approved via the public just like the corporation commission
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regulates utility companies.

Brian Anderson

 

????WHAT ARE INSURANCE

EXCHANGES?????

READ BELOW
 
1000 AM just announced and played a sound-bite of Mary Fallin saying that Oklahoma will
not accept the $54 million dollars from the Obama administration to develop an insurance
exchange which is the first step of Obamacare. One week ago she was pushing for the Ok
House and Senate to vote to take the money. Her mind was changed by the heat brought by
principled Conservatives from all over Oklahoma. Fallin did however announce that a board
will be created and made up of state regulators and private insurance company
representatives to begin the task of creating Oklahoma’s own state insurance exchange. I
have a feeling she still does not get it.
 
Robert
 

          

Explaining Health Care Re form: What Are Health
Insurance Exchanges?
A number of recent health care reform plans call for the creation of a health insurance “exchange,“ a new entity
intended to create a more organized and competitive market for health insurance by offering a choice of plans,
establishing common rules regarding the offering and pricing of insurance, and providing information to help
consumers better understand the options available to them.

An exchange is part of the plan aiming for universal coverage currently being implemented in
Massachusetts
(where it is called the “Connector“). It was also featured in proposals from the major Democratic candidates for
President (including President Obama), in the Healthy Americans Act sponsored by Senators Ron
Wyden and
Bob Bennett (where they are called Health Help Agencies), and in a white paper released by Senate
Finance
Committee Chair Max Baucus. In all of these plans, the exchange is a key element in providing coverage
to the
currently uninsured and in facilitating changes to the insurance market, particularly for those who buy
insurance
on their own. Some proposals allow employers or employees to purchase coverage through the exchange as well.

This brief explains the purpose and function of exchanges, how they would relate to greater
regulation of the
insurance market, and some of the key questions likely to be addressed by any health reform proposal that calls
for the creation of exchanges.
Purpose and Function of an Exchange
In the context of a health reform plan aiming for a substantial expansion in the number of people insured and
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universal access to affordable coverage, there are a number of functions envisioned for exchanges, including:
1. O ffering consumers a choice of health plans and focusing competition on price. Exchanges offer enrollees
a choice of private health insurance plans, and some proposals also envision including a public, Medicarelike
plan. Covered services and cost sharing (i.e., deductibles, coinsurance or copayments, and out-ofpocket
limits) would be organized or standardized in ways that make comparisons across plans easier for
consumers. The aim is to focus competition among plans on the price of coverage and minimize the tendency
for plans to vary benefits in order to attract healthier than average enrollees.
2. P roviding information to consumers. In conjunction with offering a choice of health plans, an exchange is
intended to provide consumers with transparent information about plan provisions such as premium costs and
covered benefits, as well as a plan’s performance in encouraging wellness, managing chronic illnesses, and
improving consumer satisfaction. The exchange could also serve a customer assistance function—typical for
large employers—to assist consumers who encounter billing or access problems with their plans.
3. Creating an administrative mechanism for enrollment. For people who obtain private insurance coverage
through work, the employer typically facilitates enrollment in a plan and the payment of the premium. This
is especially true in larger businesses. An exchange could serve a similar function for people without access
to that kind of assistance, including people buying insurance on their own or who work for small businesses.
The exchange could also be used to determine eligibility for and administer income-related subsidies.
Alternatively, these functions could be handled by a government agency or through the tax system.
4. M oving towards portability of coverage. Coverage through an exchange can be de-linked from employment,
helping to make health insurance more portable for people moving from job to job. However, since
employment-based coverage would still exist under some proposals, insurance may not truly be fully
portable. Exchanges also could coordinate enrollment shifts between Medicaid and subsidized private
coverage for people with very low and potentially changing incomes.
MAY 2009
    What Are Health Insurance Exchanges?
5. R eforming the insurance market. Another function of an exchange is to facilitate changes in the rules
governing how insurers sell coverage. In most states today, people buying insurance in the non-group market
can be denied coverage or charged a higher premium based on a pre-existing health condition. Health
insurers are required by federal law to offer health insurance to any small business, but premiums in most
states can vary within prescribed limits based on the health status of workers. Many health reform proposals
would require insurers to accept all applicants without consideration of the applicant’s health, and would
further prohibit or significantly limit premium variation related to health status. Although these types of
changes can be implemented simply by changing insurance laws and do not necessarily require the creation
of exchanges, some argue that exchanges can make these insurance market reforms more effective by
monitoring marketing practices and administering a uniform system for enrolling in a health insurance plan.
Key Questions
1. Who has access to the exchange?
At a minimum, most would envision that people
without access to employer-sponsored insurance
or a public plan like Medicaid could obtain coverage
through an exchange. This would include people
now buying insurance on their own (like the selfemployed),
as well as people receiving incomerelated
subsidies. The exchange could be the
exclusive place where people buying insurance
themselves get coverage, or an outside non-group
market could continue to exist. Some proposals
would also permit workers with access to employer
coverage to join the exchange, or give employers the
choice of buying insurance through the exchange.
One issue raised by this idea of giving people or
employers a choice of whether to join an exchange
or not is the potential for “risk selection,“ meaning
that sicker-than-average people could end up in
the exchange. This could be mitigated by requiring
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that any insurance sold outside the exchange would
have to comply with similar rules operating inside
the exchange, including the guaranteed availability
of coverage and limits on the extent to which
premiums can vary by health status.
2. How is an exchange structured?
The functions of an exchange could all be

accomplished by a single, national exchange, and
likely with the lowest administrative overhead.
However, individual purchasers— consumers
and employers— may feel a greater sense of
ownership with an exchange representing their
region. Negotiations with health plans might be
more effective at the local level, but some sort of
oversight body to ensure that the exchanges are
complying with national and potentially state rules
would likely be needed.
3. How should an exchange be governed?
The functions of an exchange could be handled
by a federal or state government agency. Some
advocates of exchanges, however, see the role
of a purchaser as better served by a private or
quasi-public entity that could operate in a more
nimble way than government regulatory bodies are
typically able to. There are number of important
design questions that have to be addressed in
structuring the governance of an exchange:
• Who oversees the exchange, ensuring that it’s
complying with federal requirements? If the
exchange is facilitating coverage for people
receiving federal subsidies, it has the potential to
affect federal spending in significant ways. This
oversight may be particularly important if there
are multiple state or regional exchanges.
• How is the exchange board structured? A key
issue is whether an exchange operates primarily
as a purchaser (e.g., with only employers and
consumers on its board) or as a broader market
facilitator, potentially with representation by
health plans and providers.

• What is the role of states? Federal law could
permit states to operate exchanges, or give
states authority over the creation and oversight
of exchanges within their borders. If the current
role of states in regulating insurance markets
continues in some form, there would at a
minimum need to be significant coordination
between exchanges and state insurance
departments.

   
What Are Health Insurance Exchanges?
4. How much purchasing authority should an
exchange have?
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An exchange could range from a relatively passive
market facilitator — accepting any plan that
meets specified requirements — to a more active
purchaser with the authority to limit the number
of plans participating to a handful based on a
negotiation or bidding process. The more active
purchasing role might have greater potential to
drive down cost growth and improve quality, and
could simplify decision-making for consumers.
But, it could also be quite controversial, and
create disruption for consumers if their plans
were dropped by the exchange. In addition, if
the exchange covers a substantial share of the     
market, a decision by the exchange to no longer
contract with a plan could in effect make the
insurer commercially non-viable. The authority
to make such far-reaching decisions might
require procedural requirements similar to what
a government agency would face when issuing
regulations, such as a public comment period when
individuals can voice their concerns. Another issue
is whether the exchange offers a public plan in
addition to private plans.
5. What benefits should be offered in an exchange?
From the perspective of encouraging competition
over price, fully standardized benefits are
preferred, making comparisons across plans
as simple as possible for consumers. However,
a uniform benefits package could discourage
innovation by plans and limit choice for consumers
wanting to purchase less or more coverage.
Benefits and cost sharing could alternatively be
standardized in tiers (e.g. low, medium, and high
option plans). In addition, plans could be allowed
to vary benefits and cost sharing so long as the
actuarial value— that is, the average level of
coverage provided to enrollees—meets a defined
threshold and plan variation does not discriminate
against the very sick. This approach complicates
choices for consumers, however, and may require
greater oversight by the exchange or a regulatory
agency.
Key Questions (continued)
Conclusion
The idea of a health insurance exchange holds great appeal to a broad range of policymakers and interest
groups,
in part because they have different notions in mind of what an exchange is and what it would do. To some, it
is a tool for organizing a private insurance marketplace for a relatively narrow group of individuals receiving
subsidized insurance. To others, it’s a mechanism for offering anyone a choice of a public or private insurance
plan, and providing oversight of insurers beyond current insurance regulations. In many respects, differing
views
of how an exchange would function mirror alternative visions of how health coverage should be delivered in a
reformed system, not only for the currently uninsured but for many who already have insurance as well.
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Resources
Alliance for Health Reform/Commonwealth Fund – Health Insurance Exchanges: See How They Run.
Webcast provided by kaisernetwork.org:
http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/hcast_index.cfm?display=detail&hc=3134
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities – Health Insurance “Connectors“ Should Be Designed to Supplement
Public Coverage, Not Replace It: http://www.cbpp.org/1-29-07health htm
Community Catalyst – Revisiting Massachusetts Health Reform: 18 Months Later:
http://www.communitycatalyst.org/doc_store/publications/revisiting_MA_health_reform_dec07.pdf
Healthy Americans Act:
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:s391is.txt.pdf
Heritage Foundation – The Significance of Massachusetts Health Reform:
http://www.heritage.org/research/healthcare/wm1035.cfm
Institute for Health Policy Solutions – What Health Insurance Exchanges or Choice Pools Can and Can’t Do
About Risks and Costs: http://allhealth.org/briefingmaterials/WhatHealthInsuranceExchangesorChoicePools
CanandCantDoAboutRisksandCosts-1459.pdf
Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured – President Obama’s Campaign Position on Health Reform
and Other Health Care Issues: http://www.kff.org/uninsured/kcmu112508oth.cfm
Kaiser Family Foundation – How Private Health Coverage Works: http://www.kff.org/insurance/7766.cfm
Kaiser Family Foundation/National Governors Association – Webcast, Creating a Marketplace for Expanding
Coverage: http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/hcast_index.cfm?display=detail&hc=2063
Kaiser Family Foundation – State Health Facts (State Insurance Rules):
http://www.statehealthfacts.org/comparecat.jsp?cat=7
Massachusetts Connector: http://www.mahealthconnector.org/portal/site/connector/
Senate Finance Committee – Expanding Health Care Coverage: Proposals to Provide Affordable Coverage
to All Americans: http://www.finance.senate.gov/sitepages/leg/LEG%202009/051109%20Health%20Care%20
Description%20of%20Policy%20Options.pdf
Senator Max Baucus White Paper – Call To Action: Health Reform 2009:
http://finance.senate.gov/healthreform2009/finalwhitepaper.pdf
Urban Institute - Health Insurance Exchanges: Organizing Health Insurance Marketplaces to Promote Health
Reform Goals: http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411875_health_insurance_marketplaces.pdf
This publication (#7908) is available on the Kaiser Family Foundation’s website at www.kff.org.
 

From: newsome [mailto:newsomebt6@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 9:19 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FYI: Announcement on Insurance Exchanges
 
 
 
1000 AM just announced and played a sound-bite of Mary Fallin saying that Oklahoma will
not accept the $54 million dollars from the Obama administration to develop an insurance
exchange which is the first step of Obamacare. One week ago she was pushing for the Ok
House and Senate to vote to take the money. Her mind was changed by the heat brought by
principled Conservatives from all over Oklahoma. Fallin did however announce that a board
will be created and made up of state regulators and private insurance company
representatives to begin the task of creating Oklahoma’s own state insurance exchange. I
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have a feeling she still does not get it.
 
Robert
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Denise Northrup; Cody Inman
Subject: Fw: interview request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 3:29:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Open records requests regarding recorded phone calls w constituents re: medicaid expansion and or
exchange 
 
From: Bob Sands [mailto:BSands@oeta.tv] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 03:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: interview request 
 
Alex:
  Since the governor had time for Fox news, how about her own statewide public television network. 
I am asking for an interview for her reasons behind refusing expansion of Medicaid and not setting
up a health care exchange. Would it be possible to do this interview sometime over the next three
days?
 
I would also like to ask her about the public reaction to her decision.  Opinion pages and blogs have
almost all been negative to the decision.  What about the calls to your office and by the way if they
were recorded, I would believe them to be open records and if such I am now making a formal
request for copies of those recordings.
 
Thank you for your time
 
 
Bob Sands
Reporter / Producer

7403 N. Kelley Avenue

Oklahoma City, Ok  73111

405 841-9256

405 841-9226 Fax

bsands@oeta.tv
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: In-town pool report #1
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 10:17:26 AM

 
From: Bolen, Cheryl  
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 11:14 AM
To: Aberger, Marie 
Subject: In-town pool report #1 
 
Motorcade departed WH about 20 minutes behind schedule at 11:11 a.m. on this
cloudy and damp day headed for George Mason University in Fairfax, Va., where
POTUS is scheduled to make remarks at a campaign event.

Pool did not see POTUS emerge from WH.

The campaign event is open press.

According to the Obama campaign, Cecile Richards, president of the Planned
Parenthood Action Fund, will introduce the president.

OFA released a new web video yesterday featuring Richards, which the campaign
says highlights the president's commitment to issues important to women and their
families: from signing Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act to health reform.

Following is from Obama campaign.

President Obama has traveled to Virginia 45 times [since] the start of his
Presidency (including this trip).
In 2012, President Obama traveled to Virginia 16 times (including this
trip). He has held 18 political events (including this event) and 6 official events
  

ROAD MAP TO FAIRFAX
 

Today, President Obama will deliver remarks at a grassroots event at George Mason
University Recreation and Athletic Complex.
 
In Fairfax, the President will provide a detailed plan for restoring middle-class
economic security by creating jobs, expanding opportunity and ensuring our
economy is built to last.  He also highlighted the clear choice for women and their
families in this election and demonstrated his strong support for women and their
families.  From the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act to battle pay discrimination, to
fighting for a woman’s right to have access to affordable health care, President
Obama is committed to providing women and their families an economy that works
for them.  President Obama will highlight the clear contrast for the American people,
and women especially, between where the two candidates will take the country in
the next four years.
 
In Virginia, the President’s middle-class tax cuts are already having an impact on
millions of families.

·         President Obama has already cut taxes for a typical Virginia family by
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$4,000 over four years, helping families afford to send their children to
college, buy their first home, pay for health care and child care.
·         The Making Work Pay Tax Credit allowed an estimated 2.9 million
working Virginia families to receive a collective $1.5 billion in tax relief in
2010.
·         The payroll tax credit provided an estimated 4.3 million Virginia
workers $3.3 billion in tax relief in 2011.
·         And the American Opportunity Tax Credit provided an estimated
231,000 Virginia students and their families an average of $2,100 in tax credit
relief towards their tuition expenses in 2011. 

 
Women in Virginia are benefitting from the President’s policy 

   
·         Equal Pay for Equal Work:Virginia’s women still get paid 79
cents for every dollar men earn, costing a typical working woman
$553,000 over her career. That’s why the first bill President Obama signed
was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which helps ensure women can fight
back when they’re not paid the same as men for doing the same work.

 

·         Preventive Care at No Extra Cost: 2.3 million Virginians have
new coverage for free preventive services like mammograms, Pap smears
and immunizations with no co-pay or deductible thanks to Obamacare. As
of August 1, many insurers are beginning to cover birth control too,
protecting the rights of up to 1.3 million women in Virginia to make the
decisions that affect their health.

 
·          Ending Discriminating Against Women: Before the health
care law, insurance companies often charged women 50 percent more
than men for the same coverage. Insurance companies will soon finally be
banned from this discriminatory practice. 

 
 
PRE-PROGRAM
 

Pledge:                        James Graves, USAF Lt. (RET)
 

Invocation:                  Anya Sammler-Michael, Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Sterling
 
Anthem:                      Theresa Smallwood
 

Remarks:                     Terri Riley, OFA-Virginia
 

Remarks:                     Nan Johnson
 
Remarks:                     Congressman Gerry Connolly (VA-11)
 
INTRODUCTION:    Cecile Richards, President of Planned Parenthood Action Fund

Cheryl Bolen, reporter
BNA
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Sent from my iPhone

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111

23222



From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: In-town pool report #4
Date: Friday, October 19, 2012 11:26:24 AM

 
From: Bolen, Cheryl [mailto:CBolen@bna.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 19, 2012 12:19 PM
To: Aberger, Marie 
Subject: In-town pool report #4 
 
POTUS concluded his remarks at 12:18 p.m.

During remarks, Obama had fun talking about the symptoms of "Romnesia" and how
Romney keeps forgetting his previous policy positions.
The punch line was that Obamacare covers pre existing conditions and that there's a
cure for that.

According to Gregg Black, Fire Safety Coordinator at GMU (gblack2@gmu.edu), the
crowd count at GMU is 9,000 people.

Cheryl Bolen, reporter
BNA
(202) 680-2410

Sent from my iPhone

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
Date: Monday, October 08, 2012 10:43:27 AM

Interesting – sooner tea party advocating no on the pardon and parole question…
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:08 PM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
 

 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 
 
Forward this email to a friend 

 
IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
 
 

 
 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  Claude
Hall's Gun
Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and
the Ron Paul
activist community
at his gun shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 

WolfLaser.com
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend

 
 

  

SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her
husband sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U.
N.’s agenda 21 right under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve
our education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education.
She fails to indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.  
Sometimes what people don’t say is more important than what they do say.

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute
to Democrats, so this is no big deal.

 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·          Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

23224

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=006234
mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmsarabqehacajjazajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmuadabqehatajjaoajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmeadabqehakajjavajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmbatabqehaxajjaoajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmhaoabqeharajjarajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmsarabqehacajjazajebu/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmwavabqehapajjavajebu/click.php


 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but
it’s not; this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In
other words, they support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has
taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.

 

 

 

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican
By Ms PM

 
This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.
 
Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the
nation. This was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political
foolishness over the past few years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.
 
The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California
stupidity and I began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why
haven't I heard about any of this stuff you're talking about in the news?"
 
He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half
Moon Bay. There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him,
my word, not his. Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that
some of what I was saying was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress
nor the acquisition of guns and ammo being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the
NDAA left him speechless.
 
This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and
a Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has
become bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has
chosen not to follow what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both
Obama and Romney scare the hell out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for
America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his
only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.
 
By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and
he said, "I want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for
himself, just looking at us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been
filled not long ago.
 
I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty
amazing. There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest
with under the hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.
 
Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the
entire newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had
talked to him about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong,
it's wrong.
 
He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for
America, for him, and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 
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Rep Shumate married

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G.

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…

 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had
cooties after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it
applies quite well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart
(AKA Little Man Viagra spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported
to evaluate judges based on their “pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and
judges disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme
Court Justices stand for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their
seat by a two to one margin it is entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber
being the sole judge, jury, and executioner.

 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne
Kauger, James Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings
to “thousands of its members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have
to lend him Sooner Tea Party volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter
hardly constitutes “membership in a group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a
working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign
against the jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big
business interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment,
medical malpractice, product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered
respect for existing law, freedom, liberty, or justice. 

 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible”
property could be assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token
tax, but one that required more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this
issue on the November ballot, but allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for
conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No
doubt someone will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of
illegitimate State Chamber offspring, already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.
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Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation
but the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the
money to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative,
not a process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell
is one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer.  Please
mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115

 

No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his
blog “Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He
reminds us that Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all
with a Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still
fairly high, the Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol
building crumbles around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of
those promises were delivered.  Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital,
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saw the Governor that he supported join with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised
prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a 2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock
solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either
remove Pinnell from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up
that made us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to
confuse and lead astray conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can
stomp on them.   Below in blue type is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is
warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the
blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject
to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 
 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 
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BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 
Vote Yes on SQ 759
 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually

 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders. 
This action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections
(DOC) the cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.
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                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762
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 BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012

                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis

 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407

         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           

23231



    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           

    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11

    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we
looked back at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization,
it said that the legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn,
just pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat
A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of
unelected volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission
and an insulated director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate.  This would place the agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state. 
DHS would basically now be answering directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.
 
Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 

This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the
Department of Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the
Legislature the authority to create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for
the people of the State of Oklahoma. 
 
Section 6>.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted

in Section 1 of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and
responsibility of faithfully administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this
Article and shall perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. <

 
 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors,
along with Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:
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ENROLLED HOUSE
JOINT
RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 
                                                                                                                                                                                and
                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate
 
 
So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed
her image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican
David Tackett.
 

 

 

Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along
with a letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record
straight on allowing the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting
opposing candidates and to publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner
County called for Governor Fallin to explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the
Governor of the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even
more troubling."

 

 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup,
and can be contacted at     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's
picture is on a Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power
over the DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy
Oklahoma County criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an
effort to subvert the will of the legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this
a Quid Pro Quo between Republican Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy
Policy Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads
everything we write or at least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that
Governor Fallin either endorse the Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or
switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

   

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature
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                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             

    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            
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    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            

    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any
power grab by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.

 

The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 
Vote yes on SQ 766
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Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps
you qualify for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative
Jabar Shumate's campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in
red type.   This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party
volunteers to walk precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to
bite my tounge on that one), donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that
Shumate was a closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we
aren’t bashing on the gays,  we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues. 
Read this article posted on the Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage
equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I
thought of the situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must
measure human rights by one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all
matter. Today let us fix the problem, not fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand
together today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and
all people based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-
expression, self-determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of
hatred, of divisive and discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH
supports the right for any person to marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection
under the law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against
one group of people is discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you
hated. It’s past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally,
equality for all people. Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based
upon race, religion, culture, sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of
legal slavery and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that
prevented Blacks from marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL
Americans. No group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply
because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the
gay rights movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.  
Representative Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The
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Tea Party could care less what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right
out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative
Shumate's personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money
from campaign war chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at
Starbucks on a regular basis?  That is living high on the hog

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s) 

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-date
total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 

Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 

Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 

Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You Card 2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box 48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20, Advertisement Deborah Brown  Legislative 125.00 300.00 
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2009 Community School
2 South Elgin Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Travel 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12,
2009 

Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab
1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

29.19 29.19 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah, OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 

Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You Notes 35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run Place
Brentwood, TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 

Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank You
Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK Broadcasting
Post Office Box 14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank You Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 
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Tulsa, OK 74114 
Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn - Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02,
2009 

Car Rental Alamo Car Rental
7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.66 40.66 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02,
2009 

Telephone Service Cox Communications
1811 East 51st Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 2008 Campaign
HQ 

389.09 1,113.73 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26,
2009 

Cellular Phone Service United States Cellular
6701 East 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone
Service 

174.56 3,587.08 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12,
2009 

Gasoline E Z Go Mart
H. E. Bailey Turnpike
Chickasha, OK 73018 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.12 15.12 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown, OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06, Post Office Box United States  Post Office Box 42.00 442.84 
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2009 Renewal Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Renewal 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of the
expenditure(s)

Name and address of
the person/entity to
which expenditure was
made.

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-date
total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 

Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

14.26

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger?
Date: Sunday, October 07, 2012 9:07:44 PM

 
From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 07, 2012 09:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Is Governor Mary Fallin Really Endorsing a Democrat Against a Republican Challenger? 
 
Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
 
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend

 
 

  

SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her husband
sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U. N.’s agenda 21 right
under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve our
education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education. She fails to
indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.   Sometimes what
people don’t say is more important than what they do say.

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute to
Democrats, so this is no big deal.

 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·         Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but it’s not;
this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In other words, they
support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican

By Ms PM

 

This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.

 

Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the nation. This
was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political foolishness over the past few
years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.

 

The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California stupidity and I
began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why haven't I heard about any of
this stuff you're talking about in the news?"

 

He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half Moon Bay.
There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him, my word, not his.
Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that some of what I was saying
was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress nor the acquisition of guns and ammo
being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the NDAA left him speechless.

 

This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and a
Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has become
bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has chosen not to follow
what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both Obama and Romney scare the hell
out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke
my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a
living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.

 

By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and he said, "I
want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for himself, just looking at
us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been filled not long ago.

 

I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty amazing.
There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest with under the
hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.

 

Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the entire
newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had talked to him
about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong, it's wrong.

 

He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for America, for him,
and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 

 

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G. 

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…
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Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had cooties
after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it applies quite
well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart (AKA Little Man Viagra
spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported to evaluate judges based on their
“pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and judges
disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme Court Justices stand
for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their seat by a two to one margin it is
entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber being the sole judge, jury, and
executioner.

 

So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne Kauger, James
Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings to “thousands of its
members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have to lend him Sooner Tea Party
volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter hardly constitutes “membership in a
group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign against the
jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big business
interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment, medical malpractice,
product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered respect for existing law, freedom,
liberty, or justice. 

 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible” property could be
assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token tax, but one that required
more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this issue on the November ballot, but
allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No doubt someone
will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of illegitimate State Chamber offspring,
already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.

 

 

Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation but
the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the money
to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative, not a
process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell is
one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer. 
Please mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115
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No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his blog
“Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He reminds us that
Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all with a
Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still fairly high, the
Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol building crumbles
around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of those promises were delivered. 
Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital, saw the Governor that he supported join
with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a
2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either remove Pinnell
from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up that made
us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to confuse and lead astray
conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can stomp on them.   Below in blue type
is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for
and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000 

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject
to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
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is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming
years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 

 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 

Vote Yes on SQ 759

 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually

 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders.  This
action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections (DOC) the
cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.
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                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762

 

 BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012
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                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis

 

CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407

         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           

    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11
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    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we looked back
at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization, it said that the
legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn, just
pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat

A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of unelected
volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission and an insulated
director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.  This would place the
agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state.  DHS would basically now be answering
directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.

 

Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 

This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the Department of
Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the Legislature the authority to
create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for the people of the State of Oklahoma. 

 

Section 6.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1
of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and responsibility of faithfully
administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this Article and shall perform such other
duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law.

 

 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors, along with
Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:

 

ENROLLED HOUSE

JOINT

RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 

                                                                                                                                                                                and

                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate

 

 

So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed her
image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican David Tackett.
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Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along with a
letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record straight on allowing
the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting opposing candidates and to
publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner County called for Governor Fallin to
explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the Governor of
the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even more troubling."

 

 

We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup, and can be
contacted at     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's picture is on a
Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power over the
DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy Oklahoma County
criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an effort to subvert the will of the
legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this a Quid Pro Quo between Republican
Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy Policy
Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads everything we write or at
least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that Governor Fallin either endorse the
Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

   

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            
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         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             

    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            

    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            

    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any power grab
by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

  

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.
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The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 

Vote yes on SQ 766

 

 

 

 

Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps you qualify
for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative Jabar Shumate's
campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in red type.  
This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party volunteers to walk
precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to bite my tounge on that one),
donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that Shumate was a
closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we aren’t bashing on the gays, 
we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues.  Read this article posted on the
Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding
marriage equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I thought of the
situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must measure human rights by
one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all matter. Today let us fix the problem, not
fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand together
today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and all people based on
race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-expression, self-
determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of hatred, of divisive and
discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH supports the right for any person to
marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection under the
law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against one group of people is
discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you hated. It’s
past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally, equality for all people.
Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based upon race, religion, culture,
sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of legal slavery
and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that prevented Blacks from
marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL Americans. No
group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the gay rights
movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.   Representative
Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The Tea Party could care less
what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he
should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative Shumate's
personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money from campaign war
chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at Starbucks on a regular basis? 
That is living high on the hog
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Date Brief description of
the expenditure(s) 

Name and
address of the
person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-
date total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 

Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 

Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson
Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 

Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank
You Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly
Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You
Card 

2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box
48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of
Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20,
2009 

Advertisement Deborah Brown
Community School
2 South Elgin
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

 Legislative
Travel 

125.00 300.00 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run
Place
Brentwood,
TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12, Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab  Legislative 29.19 29.19 
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2009 1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

Business Travel 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office
Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah,
OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 

Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th
Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You
Notes 

35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run
Place
Brentwood,
TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 

Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank
You Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland
Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK
Broadcasting
Post Office Box
14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank
You 

Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office
Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 

Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW
Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn -
Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02, Car Rental Alamo Car Rental  Legislative 40.66 40.66 
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2009 7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

Business Travel 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02,
2009 

Telephone Service Cox Communications
1811 East 51st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 2008 Campaign
HQ 

389.09 1,113.73 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26,
2009 

Cellular Phone
Service 

United States Cellular
6701 East 41st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone
Service 

174.56 3,587.08 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate
Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12,
2009 

Gasoline E Z Go Mart
H. E. Bailey
Turnpike
Chickasha,
OK 73018 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.12 15.12 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown,
OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06,
2009 

Post Office Box
Renewal 

United States
Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Post Office Box
Renewal 

42.00 442.84 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of
the expenditure(s)

Name and address
of the
person/entity to
which expenditure
was made.

BeneficiaryExplanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-
date total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee
House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business
Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 
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Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's
Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's
Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

14.26

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: It"s SPREADING - Obama Eligibility Challenged in 6 MORE States!
Date: Saturday, February 04, 2012 9:13:18 AM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Saturday, February 04, 2012 6:03 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: It's SPREADING - Obama Eligibility Challenged in 6 MORE States!
 

 

It's SPREADING! Six MORE States Challenging Obama Eligibility -- Tell EVERY
Secretary of State AND Attorney General to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

ALERT: Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is

STARTING TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack

Hussein Obama's constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election

ballots... including Alabama, Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 

FIRST, Obama LOST his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of America of

Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began sending messages to

Secretaries of State in all 50 States to get him off of EVERY SINGLE STATE'S

ELECTION BALLOT!! 

NOW... we're WIDENING our "net" to contact even MORE political leaders in all of the

States... AND to run our ads in a dozen MORE States! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE

REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT TO

EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES --

AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

WE STARTED WITH FAXES TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE -- NOW
WE'RE EXPANDING THE FAXING TO EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, TOO! 
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To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we're adding the option to send your

personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make the final

decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at voter

fraud)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 

WE STARTED WITH RADIO ADS IN SIX STATES -- AND WITH YOUR HELP, WE'RE
ABOUT TO LAUNCH IN A DOZEN MORE! 

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President are now launching ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 485 radio spots across 8 markets! 

If you live in Corpus Christi TX (KKBA-FM), Victorville CA (KATJ-FM), Pittsburgh PA
(WMBS-AM), Chicago IL (WIND-AM), Brownsville TX (XMLS-FM and XHNA-FM),

Cincinnati OH (WMOJ-FM), Lafeyette LA (KFXZ-FM), or Spokane WA (KGZG-FM)...

you could hear our ads that started running this past Monday, January 30th! 

We're starting with ads on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television

networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

are about to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a
natural-born citizen! 

LISTEN TO OUR NEW RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE RADIO
STATIONS ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

YOU CAN NOW WATCH THE FULL "BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA ELIGIBILITY
HEARING" ONLINE -- just click here to view the recording provided by our friends at

the Article II Super PAC. You'll see for yourself how Barack Obama FAILED to appear

before by a State Judge in Georgia to defend against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE
to be on the Presidential Primary ballot in March. Now the judge is preparing to order

Obama to be KICKED OFF THE BALLOT there -- because it's been proven he's NOT a
natural-born citizen! 

You can also read the entire hearing's transcript -- click here to download a full
PDF version of it! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

The judge is set to make his final ruling any day now... BUT IT MUST NOT END HERE!
WE MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE
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NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

You HAVE to watch this hearing or read the transcript! Here's how a report from

inside the courtroom summed it up:

"One thing to which there seems no doubt. He does NOT qualify, under the
definition of 'Natural Born Citizen' provided by SCOTUS opinions, to be
eligible to serve as President... it seems nearly impossible to believe, without
counter testimony or evidence, because Obama and his attorney chose not
to participate, that Obama will be allowed on the Georgia ballot. It also opens
the door for such cases pending or to be brought in other states as well."

Another insider who had access to the lawyers involved in the case reported:

"Judge Malihi talked to the attorneys in chambers before the hearing this
morning and told them that he was going to enter a DEFAULT JUDGMENT
against Obama and recommend that Obama's name not be on the
Georgia ballot... The Georgia SOS has already indicated that he will follow
the judge's recommendation. That means that Obama will not get any
popular vote or electors from the great state of Georgia!"

If the judge follows through on his promise, this will be a HUGE VICTORY! 

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 
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HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE OUR FIRST VICTORY -- BUT WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 
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In my own home State of Georgia, here's how this key court case progressed.

David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under Georgia law

challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for the office of

President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to dismiss. But on

January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

Then, when Obama's lawyers tried to quash the subpoena ordering him to appear in

court... the judge REJECTED their request!

"In a surprising ruling Friday, a Georgia state administrative judge declined to
quash a subpoena directing Obama to attend a hearing Thursday at the
Fulton County courthouse on a challenge to strike him from the Georgia
ballot this fall on claims he is not a natural born U.S. citizen... Lawyers for
those pursuing the challenges recently issued a subpoena for Obama to
attend the upcoming hearing. Obama's legal team filed a motion to quash
the subpoena, but Malihi declined. In his order, Malihi noted that Obama's
legal team had argued that no president should be compelled to attend a
court hearing."

THAT'S RIGHT: OBAMA WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN COURT! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to

challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of

President. This ruling ensures that the Georgia court will be the first court to address the

substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges

to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to address the

substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, we knew we could WIN. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162

(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."
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Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE GOING TO FINALLY WIN! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. This is spreading virally to SIX MORE States, where suits

have also been filed; but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America,

we need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of

every one of the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we win in

the courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who

qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in Contempt of

Court if they refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

So, while it looks like we've been handed our first major victory -- Is it really possible to

challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT

eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 
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P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President have launched in the first eight markets -- and we're ready to roll them out in

a DOZEN MORE! We need YOUR help to run these ads all across America! 

FIRST on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television networks... then

in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are about to learn

how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born
citizen! 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia was a resounding success...and now it's SPREADING to even MORE

States! This would NOT have been possible without the vocal support of such efforts by

citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here. Thank you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7292

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7292
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm@  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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Will you "Like" us on Facebook?

JANUARY 27, 2011

Georgia Judge Orders Obama off the Ballot
Barack Hussein Obama has just LOST his FIRST EVER Constitutional

eligibility hearing! YOU READ THAT RIGHT — Barack Obama

FAILED to appear before by a State Judge in Georgia to defend

against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential

Primary ballot in March. Now the judge is preparing to order Obama to

be KICKED OFF THE BALLOT there — because it’s been proven he’s

NOT a natural-born citizen! THIS IS IT — THE BEGINNING OF THE

END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER SITTING IN THE OVAL

OFFICE!

Read More

Debate heats up over whether Kagan should
participate in Supreme Court’s health care law ruling
With just weeks until the U.S. Supreme Court considers the

constitutionality of President Obama’s health care law, there are new

calls for Justice Elena Kagan to recuse herself from the case. Her

critics point to a 2010 case regarding a San Francisco health

measure, in which then-Solicitor General Kagan’s office filed an

amicus brief touting the newly passed health care law.

Read More

Biden says Pelosi will return as Speaker
Vice President Joe Biden said Democrats are poised to win control of

the House this fall, returning Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco) as

speaker. “I really do think we’re going to win back the House,” Biden

said Friday, speaking to House Democrats at their annual retreat in

Cambridge, Md. Biden said voters have tired of the GOP agenda, and

the obstruction and inability of Washington to find compromise.

Americans, he said, are beginning to “figure it out” that the White

House policies are working to get the country back on track.

Read More

TODAY'S MINUTE:Ferdinand and Isabella sent

Columbus on his voyage in 1492 after they liberated

Spain from occupying Muslim forces. Spain’s policies

HR 3261 (SOPA) 
Select Here 

HR 2168 (GPS Act)
Select Here 

HR 2833 (Work Freedom)
Select Here 

HR 3035 (Mobile Calls)
Select Here 

S. 1212 (GPS Act)
Select Here 

HR 204 (Cong. Salary Cut)
Select Here 

HR 2913 (Cong. Benefits Cut)
Select Here 

HR 973 (No Foreign Law)
Select Here 

HR 1098 (Sound Money)
Select Here

Investigate Science Czar John
Holdren Select Here 

Cut Congress Pensions,
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then forced Jews to flee, first to Portugal, then to

Amsterdam, where some sailed with Dutch merchants

to South America. When Spain attacked there, they fled

again and 23 refugees, on the French ship Sainte

Catherine, became the first Jews to arrive in New

Amsterdam in 1654. Governor Stuyvesant tried to evict

them, not letting them worship outside their homes. In

1664, New Amsterdam became New York, where the

first ... READ MORE

Now is the Time!
Sarah Palin was just about to drag the Progressive John McCain over

the finish line. Then the economy collapsed and Senator McCain

suspended his campaign to fly back to Washington and add his, “Me

too” as President Bush said, “I’ve abandoned free-market principles to

save the free-market system.” An economic downturn, a weak

contender, and unpopular never-ending wars let Barak Obama win the

presidency with vague promises of hope and change. I personally met

people who voted for Mr. Obama because they thought he was for

lower taxes. Ones who thought he was pro-business. I even met

people who voted for him because they thought he was pro-life. His

blank slate promises were interpreted by many ...

Read More

If the Economy is Getting Better …
Everywhere you turn these days, someone is proclaiming that the

economy is improving. Barack Obama is endlessly touting the

“improvement” in the economy, the mainstream media is constantly

talking about “the economic recovery” and an increasing number of

Americans seem to be buying into this line of thinking. A new

NBC/Wall Street Journal poll found that 37 percent of Americans

believe that the economy will improve over the next year, while only

17 percent of Americans believe that it will get worse. But is the

economy actually improving? Not really. At the moment things are

relatively stable. Some economic statistics are improving slightly and

some continue to get even worse. However, it is very important to

keep in mind that one of the biggest reasons why things have

stabilized is because the federal government is pumping more than a

trillion dollars a year into the economy that it does not have. The

Obama administration is engaging in a debt binge unlike anything

America has ever seen before, and yet many economic indicators are

still in decline.

Read More

Internet Freedom: Surveillance and Censorship Rising
Just last week, Congressional efforts to paralyze our mostly-free

internet were frozen due to nationwide outrage: I am referring to the

Senate’s S 968 and the House’ HR 3261. This victory — and a victory

it was — shows us that when the American people move American

power moves also; it assures us that we still wear the crown and our

government does not. However, our crown is not secure. As I wrote

last week, Big Government does not easily forget what it wants for

itself and its friends. Over a decade ago the government successfully

nullified the Fourth Amendment offline ...

Read More

The Federal Reserve’s Commitment to Unstable,
Political Money
Read More

Benefits Select Here 

Remove Kagan from Health
Care Case Select Here 

Investigate Elena Kagan,
Obamacare Select Here 

Petition: End DHS Police State
Measures Select Here 

Petition: Restore Sound
Money, Repeal Legal Tender
Laws Select Here 

Petition: No Small Arms
Treaty
Select Here 

Save the Fourth Amendment!
Select Here 

Fight Union Privileges
Select Here 

Fire Eric Holder Select Here 

Stop the TSA, DHS Police
Measures Select Here 

Tell Congress to support HR
973, keep foreign law OUT of
US Courts! Select Here
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Joe V. has sent you a link
Date: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 9:47:49 AM

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: The American Spectator <noreply@spectator.org>

To:  

Sent: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 9:40 AM

Subject: Joe V. has sent you a link

Joe V. thought you'd be interested in the following article at The American
Spectator:

IPAB Is an Acronym for 'Death Panel'
Obamacare's "Independent Payment Advisory Board" was created to
deny care to seniors.
http://spectator.org/archives/2011/04/22/ipab-is-an-acronym-for-death-p

Message from Joe V.:
Death Panel

23266



From: D C
To: donarmes@okhouse.gov; garybanz@okhouse.gov; Governor Info
Subject: Fw: John introduced to Obamacare-- up close & personal
Date: Friday, August 03, 2012 7:50:59 AM
Attachments: wlEmoticon-sadsmile

wlEmoticon-sadsmile

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: D C 

To: BARBARA S SEELYE  

Sent: Friday, August 3, 2012 7:16 AM

Subject: Re: John introduced to Obamacare-- up close & personal

Dennis says:  It is against the law.  It looks like the government is violating 

The Privacy Rule
The HIPAA Privacy Rule establishes national standards to protect individuals’

medical records and other personal health information and applies to health plans,

health care clearinghouses, and those health care providers that conduct certain

health care transactions electronically.  The Rule requires appropriate safeguards to

protect the privacy of personal health information, and sets limits and conditions on

the uses and disclosures that may be made of such information without patient

authorization. The Rule also gives patients rights over their health information,

including rights to examine and obtain a copy of their health records, and to request

corrections.

From: BARBARA S SEELYE < >

To: dennis harms <lineflyer9@yahoo.com>; wanda holt <wandito1035@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, August 2, 2012 4:54 PM

Subject: Fw: John introduced to Obamacare-- up close & personal

This is from one of our Texas cousins.

 Charles this is from our niece Martha Jane our older sister
Emma Jane's daughter. The report is on her husband John.
This makes 2 or 3 of the same type reports I have received in
the last week.
 SURE AM GLAD I HAD THE BACK SURGERY BEFORE
THAT SOB GOT HIS WAY. A 3rd cousin in my Davis line
is on the verge of moving to Canada.
 Hope this finds you feeling better today.
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 Your Brother TCD

  

Well friends, IT’S HERE...
 
John just returned from his ck-up @ the clinic in Emory, Tx . His PA showed him
how they are already setting up the electronics that will send medical files to the
IRS under Obamacare. That same IRS will score your health & will determine if
you are well enough for any surgery or procedure that the doctor says you need.
The PA held up my husbands medical file and stated that from now on none of it
will be private, it will all be logged in electronically & sent to the IRS.
 

Welcome to socialized medicine 
 
MJ
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From: Robby Mook
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: FW: just released:
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:23:46 PM

Wanted to make sure you saw this, Tonda. We’re just $17,000 short of our goal
before tonight’s ad buy deadline.

Will you chip in $3 or whatever you can to fight Republican attacks
before tonight’s deadline?

-----------------Original Message-----------------

From: Nancy Pelosi
Subject: just released:

Reuters/Ipsos poll: Voters prefer Democrats 49% to 43% in the race for
Congress

We are within range of replacing the Tea Party Congress with
a Democratic House for President Obama.

But first, we must close the spending gap.

Right now, the Republicans and their special interests allies
are on the air with a multi-million dollar ad campaign
attacking 22 of our Democratic candidates. We cannot allow
these races to slip away simply because our candidates are
drowned out by a wave of corporate special interest cash.

Will you donate $3 or more today to fight these
Republican attacks before tonight’s ad buy deadline?

I’ve seen the Republicans’ ads. They’re a deliberate effort to mislead voters on
issues like Medicare, Obamacare, and the economy. When the polls close on
November 6th, we need to know that we did everything we could to set the
record straight when it mattered.

Please chip in what you can to help us fight Republicans’ deceptive attacks before
tonight’s ad buy deadline:

http://dccc.org/2012-Final-Stretch

Thanks,

Nancy
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw:  has sent you a video from FOX News
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 2:34:05 PM

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Fox News Video >

To: 
Sent: Wednesday, November 7, 2012 2:20 PM

Subject: j  has sent you a video from FOX News

 has sent you a video from FOX News
What does the future hold for ObamaCare?
Check out this video from foxnews.com!
Watch This Video:
http://video.foxnews.com/v/1952986812001/
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: LAR: Tying Obamacare in knots
Date: Friday, July 27, 2012 4:24:02 PM

Someone there neefds to read this and get it to the proper channels.
 
From: Americans for Limited Government
Sent: Friday, July 27, 2012 11:02 AM
To: efarm
Subject: LAR: Tying Obamacare in knots
 

July 27, 2012
 
Tying Obamacare in knots
How to defund Obamacare.
 
Cartoon: Blame the paper
If guns cause murders, then…

Video: Financial giant Sandy Weill says 'Never mind' on superbanks
He once headed up Citigroup and worked to get laws in place to let banks, insurance
companies and investment firms merge. Now he is changing his mind. It reminds us of
a famed Saturday Night Live character.
 
Time for a Constitutional Moment
There are 23 cases left challenging another controversial mandate from Obamacare.

Tying Obamacare in knots
By Bill Wilson

A July 18 report by the Cato Institute's Michael Cannon has revealed a critical flaw in
the Obamacare law that could ultimately prove to be its undoing. Namely, if states
refuse to set up an insurance exchange under the law, the federal government lacks
authorization to dispense some $800 billion in subsidies through a federally operated
exchange.

This is important because, coupled with states' option to implement the Medicaid
expansion or not, it appears the key player in defunding Obamacare going forward will
be the states. The Supreme Court ruling on Obamacare found that the law's
mandatory Medicaid expansion was unconstitutional, effectively giving states an opt-
out provision that many now plan to take.

In short, if states refuse to expand Medicaid, and there is no funding for the insurance
exchanges, Obamacare will effectively be defunded.

To deal with this flaw, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on May 24 simply issued a
regulation effectively rewriting the law that would allow the federal government to fund
the exchanges. Per Cannon, "With the stroke of [a] pen, the IRS (1) stripped states of
the power Congress gave them to shield employers from that $2,000 per-worker tax,
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(2) imposed that illegal tax on employers whom Congress exempted, and (3) issued up
to $800 billion of tax credits and direct subsidies to private health insurance companies
— without any congressional authorization whatsoever."

Such an arbitrary move on the Obama Administration's part is hardly surprising. It
comes atop a litany of usurpations including making recess appointments when
Congress was not in a recess, forcing religious-affiliated institutions to fund
contraceptives in violation of their teachings, and allowing for mortgage refinancing up
to 125 percent of loan-to-value when the law placing Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
into conservatorship never allowed it.

But that does not mean the House of Representatives, under the leadership of
Speaker John Boehner, has to stand by idly while the Obama Administration rewrites
the law at will.

The government will run out of money come Sep. 30. Congress must pass a continuing
resolution funding the government as of Oct. 1. In that resolution come up, the House
should attach a budget rider that states the IRS cannot implement its regulation funding
the federally operated insurance exchanges because it is contrary to congressional
intent.

This is by far the most effective thing that Congress can do to help defund Obamacare
this year. States already possess the option to opt out of Medicaid expansion. Giving
them the power to gut the insurance exchanges as well could be the tipping point that
kills the law.

Get full story here.

Blame the paper

Get permalink here.

Financial giant Sandy Weill says 'Never mind' on superbanks
Video by Frank McCaffrey

Get permalink here.

Time for a Constitutional Moment
By Evan B. Kozierachi

As originally published at ObamacareWatcher.org.
Following Chief Justice Roberts' decision to uphold the Affordable Care Act's (ACA)
individual mandate as a "tax," there are 23 cases left challenging another mandate
from the ACA, which has been dubbed the Health & Human Services (HHS) mandate.
The HHS mandate's constitutionality is being challenged, not under the limitations
imposed on Congress by the Commerce Clause, but by the First Amendment's
assertion of each citizen's right to religious freedom. The plaintiffs challenge a
regulation that requires "certain preventive services" to be provided by employers.
According to Secretary Sebelius, these "preventive services" include contraceptives
and abortifacients, but the "exemption" for religious employers applies much too
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narrowly.

Fifty-six individual plaintiffs, representing various institutions and people, are asserting
their religious freedom guaranteed by the Constitution in the face of Obama's
administration.[1] If Obama's mandate is not dropped, then religious employers will not
be able to conscientiously participate fully in our economy.

After the mandate was issued in August 2011, the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty
filed suits on behalf of both Belmont Abbey College, a Catholic liberal arts college
founded by Benedictine monks, and Colorado Christian University, an evangelical
college located outside of Denver in November and December of the same year,
respectively.[2]

In addition to the pending lawsuits, the Federal Register recorded a total number of
comments exceeding 200,000—an unprecedented number for any Obamacare
regulation.[3] The Obama administration's response to these comments was to extend
the deadline by a year for which these institutions must comply. In other words, this
administration interprets the religious freedom stipulated by the Constitution as a right
with an expiration date.

Priests for Life v. Sebelius filed by the Charles LiMandri Law Offices of San Diego is
one of the 23 ensuing lawsuits. Priests for Life cite three affronts to their freedom and
constitutional rights by the regulation promulgated under the ACA, which are the "rights
to the free exercise of religion and the freedom of speech under the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution, the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, and the
Administrative Procedure Act."[4]

Besides the clear violation of the First Amendment, the HHS mandate violates both of
the aforementioned acts. The first of which states: "Government shall not substantially
burden a person's exercise of religion even if the burden results from a rule of general
applicability."[5] Mandating a Christian employer to pay for contraceptives and
abortifacients is such a "burden."

The ACA violates the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) on two fronts since it is both
"without the observance of procedure required by law" and "arbitrary, capricious, an
abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in accordance with the law."[6] In the former case,
the APA requires that laws and regulations shall not be promulgated until after a
"general notice of a proposed rulemaking and an opportunity for public comment…."[7]
The Obama Administration found "good cause" to forego public comment on August 3,
2011—the day the ACA's preventive care mandate entered the Federal Register. In
effect, the Obama Administration attempted to preempt public critique of this mandate
and ended any subsequent dissent outside of the courts.

The 56 plaintiffs against the HHS mandate and 23 cases pending for judicial review
argue against a regulation that is not only without procedural adherence but is
"arbitrary, capricious, [and] an abuse of discretion."[8]

Get full story here.

 Subscribe in a reader 

Click here to unsubscribe from the Liberty Action Report.

Click here to update your email address.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Let"s Nullify Obamacare Like 3 States Already Have
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 2:16:56 PM

 
 
From: Godfather Politics
Sent: Sunday, November 11, 2012 12:51 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Let's Nullify Obamacare Like 3 States Already Have
 

forward this message to a friend | View in Browser | View In Mobile

Please add news@godfatherpolitics.com to your address book. If message was not in your inbox,

please add to your approved sender list. 

Godfather Politics

Let's Nullify Obamacare
Like Three Other States
Already Have

College Students Cheer
for Karl Marx, Socialism,
and Barack Obama

Legal Challenge to
Obamacare Moves
Forward

Petraeus, Benghazi, and
the Naked Cover-Up
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Tammie Kilpatrick"
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:30:00 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf
Importance: High

HHS has officially delayed the deadline for states to determine what type of exchange they plan to

have until Dec. 14th.  See letter ATTACHED.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA); Moushey, Allyn
(HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from Governor
McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for electing a State-based
Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:29:00 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA); Moushey, Allyn
(HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from Governor
McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for electing a State-based
Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "Glen Mulready"; Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone; Rick Farmer; Cox-Kain, Julie; Cindy Harper; Nico Gomez
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:28:00 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf
Importance: High

HHS has officially delayed the deadline for states to determine what type of exchange they plan to

have until Dec. 14th.  See letter ATTACHED.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA); Moushey, Allyn
(HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from Governor
McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for electing a State-based
Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:25:00 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf

The deadline for making a decision has been delayed to Dec. 14.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA); Moushey, Allyn
(HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from Governor
McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for electing a State-based
Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Gwendolyn Caldwell; Jonathan Buxton (jbuxton@okstatechamber.com); Matt Robison
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:30:00 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf
Importance: High

 
HHS has officially delayed the deadline for states to determine what type of exchange they plan to

have until Dec. 14th.  See letter ATTACHED.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA); Moushey, Allyn
(HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from Governor
McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for electing a State-based
Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:52:00 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Quam, David [mailto:DQuam@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:47 PM
To: Reps
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216583-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 



November 9,2012 


Dear Governor: 


Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 


This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Levelland Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 


As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 


The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14,2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1,2013. 


Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The final deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15,2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 







November 9, 2012 
Page 2 


We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 


Sincerely, 


Kathleen Sebelius 







From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mike Rhoads; Frank Stone
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to the Governors regarding next steps on Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 3:53:00 PM
Attachments: Dear Governor letter re Exchange Blueprints 11.9.12.pdf.pdf

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
 
To:  Washington Reps and State Federal Contacts
Re:  HHS letter extending blueprint deadline for state-based exchanges
 
 
Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced that the deadlines for
states seeking to operate either a State-based or Partnership Exchange under the Affordable Care
Act have been extended.  According to the new guidance, which is attached, states electing to

operate a State-based Exchange must still send a Declaration Letter by November 16th, but the
Blueprint is not due until December 14, 2012.  States electing to operate a State Partnership
Exchange can submit their Declaration Letter and Blueprint on a rolling basis up to February 15,
2013. 
 
--DCQ

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the
reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-216583-
154787.9e5f0e1f1ff1017fec52ea85f3048f1e@talk.nga.org.
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 



November 9,2012 


Dear Governor: 


Over the past two years, we have worked together as many of you began building your new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged in has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January 1, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 


This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet self-sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Levelland Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15,2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 


As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 


The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, today, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical support if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14,2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1,2013. 


Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The final deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15,2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 







November 9, 2012 
Page 2 


We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 


Sincerely, 


Kathleen Sebelius 







From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 10:24:04 AM

What did Oklahoma do????????
 
From: Lone Star Tea Party
Sent: Sunday, July 01, 2012 1:07 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare
 

LSTP WEEKEND

First of all let us welcome all our new members that have joined over the last few
weeks. We know everyone is upset that Justice Roberts threw the people and the
constitution under the bus and then backed over us for good measure. At least that
what it feels like.

Republicans still have a few shots to fire since a portion of Obama care has now
been deemed a tax by the Supreme Court. We get nervous when republicans go into
battle, they always seem to get outflanked. Our faith meter is sitting on zero.

On the home front we are talking to other tea party leaders to see if there is a
consensus or any coalitions forming to attack the problem, this will take several
more days for us to get a handle on what direction we might take. Meanwhile lets
stay on course. We have runoffs and conservative candidates to support, make sure
to get your, family, friends and neighbors back out to vote. 

News On The Front Pg at LSTP

Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare, this article is on the front page of LSTP,
we can tell you there is a movement to fight the overbearing federal government
through the states. The state legislature is not as insulated as those in the congress
and senate..

Rand Paul chews out dems as they vote for another bill that they haven’t read. We
trying to figure out if they realize the people are now watching them? Are they plain
stupid or that arrogant.

Union blasts Homeland Security for Telling Border Patrol Agent to run from gunmen.
It fits right in with everything else that’s going on..

 

NEW FEATURES AT LSTP’s Blue Menu Bar

 

Texas House of Reps. 
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Look up your TX State Representative, Sub Menu Look up your Congressman, Sub
Menu look up your Senator.

Obama Countdown

Clock Its kinda fun to look at.

Are You Registered to vote?

You can use this feature to check and make sure your friends and family are
registered to vote. It’s simple and easy to use. This is important for us all since 14%
of the American people think they are registered and they are not, 50% of the
people that sit next to you in church are not. We correct these numbers, game
over! 

About LSTP

We added a brief history of LSTP with video

 

BLOG TALK RADIO ON SATURDAY

Kelly Canon!  Covering the election laws, and ballot eligibility!  Today's blogtalk
show was probably the very best one we've done!  If you missed it live, go check
out the archived show!  When people are just now coming up to us, and hoping to
get "caught up", this show is for them!

for those in the area see ya on the 19th of July, see events calender..

Visit Lone Star Tea Party at: http://lonestarteaparty.us/?xg_source=msg_mes_network

To control which emails you receive on Lone Star Tea Party, click here
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 2:22:31 PM

 

 

From: Judy Earnheart  
Sent: Sunday, July 01, 2012 10:24 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare

 

What did Oklahoma do????????
 
From: Lone Star Tea Party
Sent: Sunday, July 01, 2012 1:07 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare
 

LSTP WEEKEND

First of all let us welcome all our new members that have joined over the last few
weeks. We know everyone is upset that Justice Roberts threw the people and the
constitution under the bus and then backed over us for good measure. At least that
what it feels like.

Republicans still have a few shots to fire since a portion of Obama care has now
been deemed a tax by the Supreme Court. We get nervous when republicans go
into battle, they always seem to get outflanked. Our faith meter is sitting on zero.

On the home front we are talking to other tea party leaders to see if there is a
consensus or any coalitions forming to attack the problem, this will take several
more days for us to get a handle on what direction we might take. Meanwhile lets
stay on course. We have runoffs and conservative candidates to support, make sure
to get your, family, friends and neighbors back out to vote. 

News On The Front Pg at LSTP

Louisiana refuses to implement ObamaCare, this article is on the front page of
LSTP, we can tell you there is a movement to fight the overbearing federal
government through the states. The state legislature is not as insulated as those in
the congress and senate..

Rand Paul chews out dems as they vote for another bill that they haven’t read. We
trying to figure out if they realize the people are now watching them? Are they
plain stupid or that arrogant.
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Union blasts Homeland Security for Telling Border Patrol Agent to run from
gunmen. It fits right in with everything else that’s going on..

 

NEW FEATURES AT LSTP’s Blue Menu Bar

 

Texas House of Reps. 

Look up your TX State Representative, Sub Menu Look up your Congressman,
Sub Menu look up your Senator.

Obama Countdown

Clock Its kinda fun to look at.

Are You Registered to vote?

You can use this feature to check and make sure your friends and family are
registered to vote. It’s simple and easy to use. This is important for us all since
14% of the American people think they are registered and they are not, 50% of the
people that sit next to you in church are not. We correct these numbers, game
over! 

About LSTP

We added a brief history of LSTP with video

 

BLOG TALK RADIO ON SATURDAY

Kelly Canon!  Covering the election laws, and ballot eligibility!  Today's blogtalk
show was probably the very best one we've done!  If you missed it live, go check
out the archived show!  When people are just now coming up to us, and hoping to
get "caught up", this show is for them!

for those in the area see ya on the 19th of July, see events calender..

Visit Lone Star Tea Party at: http://lonestarteaparty.us/?xg_source=msg_mes_network

To control which emails you receive on Lone Star Tea Party, click here
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Louisiana residents petition to secede
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 10:25:45 AM

 
 
From: Patriot Update
Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2012 5:01 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Louisiana residents petition to secede
 

Nov 10, 2012 VIEW IN BROWSER | FORWARD TO FRIEND

         

Louisiana residents petition to secede
On Nov. 6, Americans voted to return Barack Obama to the White House; then on Nov. 7,
some folks in Louisiana petitioned the White House to peaceably withdraw their state from
the Union. Coincidence? According to … READ MORE

george Which Are YOU? Socialist Slave,
Conservative Coward, or
Determined Fighter?
  I am not sure what is more revolting
today… the socialists slaves who re-elected
Obama last night or the bolting
Conservatives today with the defeatist
attitude screaming, America is dead.. it’s
over” What happened to ... READ MORE

TOP STORIES

Hillary Turns Down Request To Testify On Benghazi

PETRAEUS SCANDAL: Affair revealed after FBI email probe

The President’s Tax Bludgeon

Boehner Capitulates: ‘Obamacare is the Law of the Land’

Interior proposal would limit commercial oil shale development on

federal lands

Supreme Court to review key section of Voting Rights Act

UN Developing US Schools’ Curriculum

MUST-SEE VIDEOS

hqdefault43

Hunting Swamp Buffalo &
Monster Pigs

TODAY'S CARTOON
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1. Parents Owing Child Support

Tuesday, October 02, 2012

Maine
Gov. LePage Pulls Out of National Governors Association

He says Maine isn't getting enough benefits for its $60,000-a-year membership fee

and is also urging other state officials to review whether they're getting value from the

various national groups and associations for which they're using taxpayer funds to pay

for membership.

Bangor Daily News | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Detroit Water Workers Ignore Judge's Order to End Strike

STATE NEWS
Texas Parents Owe Nearly $11B in Child Support

Perry's Proposal to Freeze College Tuition Gets Lukewarm Response

Brown Signs Bills Regulating Buy Here Pay Here Used-Car Lots

Without Reform, Illinois Will Pay $1.5B a Year to Fix Pensions

DNA Evidence Exonerates 300th Prisoner Nationwide

POLITICS NEWS
California Governor Vetoes Some Labor-Backed Bills

Union Battle Moves to California This November

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
Seattle Police Use Twitter to Report Crime

FEDERAL NEWS
Federal Push to Legalize Online Poker Annoys States
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A Sustainability Guide for Public Officials

Over the summer, state and local government leaders
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Avoid Jail (Not For Free)

In Virginia, where parents owe more than $2
billion, a program helps solve the underlying
issues that keep them from paying up.

2. As America Ages, States Prepare
for Alzheimer's Crisis

One in eight older Americans live with
Alzheimer’s disease, costing the health-care
sector up to $200 billion annually. So what are
states doing about it?

3. Milwaukee Police Give 911 a
Facelift

The city's initiative has won kudos at the national
level but created controversy locally.

 

WHO SAID THAT?

When people are using
language like ‘death panels,’
there’s more emotion and fear
than if you say you want to
honor the wishes of this
individual."

More Quotes

 

DAILY DIGIT

29
The number of metro areas where commuters

increased their use of public transportation last

year, according to a Governing analysis of new

census data. Find out if yours was one of them.

More Digits

 

Sponsored Papers

Time and Attendance Strategies for
the Modern Workforce

In the white paper Time and Attendance
Strategies for the Modern Workforce, you'll learn
how high performing organizations leverage
workforce management strategies and solutions
to drive business success.

Sponsored by Kronos

convened at the “Smart, Livable, Sustainable” conference

in Santa Monica, CA, to learn about innovative ideas that

help align policy, governance and program management

to achieve a sustainable future. This guide highlights

snapshots of the conference presentations and provides

resources for public officials working toward a more

sustainable future. Click here to learn more.

FROM THE BLOGS

Obamacare v. Romneycare: Which States Would Be Most
Affected?

Two analyses released in the last week estimated the number of uninsured would
increase if the ACA were repealed and replaced by the Republican plan.

Politics | Read more

Bicycles, Beer and the Factory Jobs that Aren't Coming
Back

Manufacturing is going the way of agriculture, which technology has reshaped to
employ ever-fewer workers. But traditional manufacturing isn't the only game in town.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

Data Shows Where Workers Relying More on Public
Transportation

See which metro areas have the highest share of public transportation commuters,
according to new census estimates.

By the Numbers | Read more

When the Music Stops

A lot of our symphony orchestras are in trouble, and the changing nature of cities is
part of the problem. But Buck Owens may have some lessons for Beethoven.

Bring on the Funk | Read more

The Farm Bill Expires This Week. Does It Matter?

Not much -- for now. But lawmakers, especially those from agriculture-producing
states, have warned Congress about the troubles that could ensue.

FedWatch | Read more

Medicaid Consumes More of Federal Aid to States and
Localities

Medicaid has tripled as a share of federal outlays to state and local governments since
1980.

FedWatch | Read more

The 2012 Presidential Electoral Vote Breakdown Updated

Could the recent upswing in Obama's poll numbers get him the 270 votes he needs to
win re-election?

Politics | Read more

Delivering Services with Agility and Flexibility

Oregon has a unique approach to designing its health-care programs: a management
system that aims to eliminate silos.

Better, Faster, Cheaper | Read more
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; Kaleb Bennett; Craig Perry
Subject: Fw: March 24th TAHU event
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 6:54:32 PM

FYI. Questions GMF will get tomorrow after her speech at health underwriters.

 
From: Jennifer Helms [mailto:jhelms@fennellassociates.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 06:41 PM
To: Aaron Cooper 
Cc: Dana Wolpert; Michael Stephens < > 
Subject: March 24th TAHU event 
 

Aaron,

I apologize for getting this to you late, but here are 3 questions we have that we
would like the Governor to address at the end of her speech.  These topics have
come up in different several meetings with agents and brokers.

1.      In light of concerns regarding ramifications of accepting federal grant money,
was it feasible to find state revenue to develop a state-based exchange? 

2.      What is status of the filing for the MLR waiver for Oklahoma?

3.      In Governor Fallin’s prospective, as a former Congresswoman, which of the
following scenarios do you perceive most likely?  Repeal and Replace, Pieces of the
law replaced, or defunding to delay enforcement of the law?

We were also told today that Channel 2 (NBC), KOED and PBS will all be in
attendance tomorrow for the meeting.  Please feel free to call me on my cell (918)
630-5652 if you have any questions.  Thank you.

Jennifer Helms, RHU®

Account Representative

Fennell & Associates, Inc.

phone: 918/632-0136

fax: 918/632-0846

toll free: 877/632-0136

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message is intended only for the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email, then delete the original message and destroy all copies. If
you are the intended recipient, but do not wish to receive communications through this medium, please advise the sender
immediately.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: MAY 18: the Supreme Law of the Land - Obama "Born In Kenya" 1991 Column Released - Is Obama"s EPA deliberately

Destroying the Economy?
Date: Saturday, May 19, 2012 7:56:15 AM

 
 
From: AYE SEE
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2012 11:02 PM
To: efarm@  ; MIKE LAUGHLIN ; richard duncan
Subject: FW: MAY 18: the Supreme Law of the Land - Obama 'Born In Kenya' 1991 Column Released - Is Obama's
EPA deliberately Destroying the Economy?
 

 

Date: Fri, 18 May 2012 14:43:19 -0700
From: replies@conservativeactionalerts.com
To: ayesee@hotmail.com
Subject: MAY 18: the Supreme Law of the Land - Obama 'Born In Kenya' 1991 Column Released - Is Obama's EPA deliberately
Destroying the Economy?

Having trouble viewing this email? View it online here.
To ensure that our emails arrive in your inbox, please add replies@conservativeactionalerts.com to your address book now.

Will you "Like" us on Facebook?

Remind Congress & Obama of What they Swore to Uphold.
Select Here to Send them the Full US Constitution.

MAY 18, 2012

CISPA is Alive in Congress
Our country very obviously must have measures in place to prevent a

cybersecurity attack – or at least, to be able to recover from one

quickly and efficiently. However, taking away the freedoms guaranteed

to us under our Constitution is not the answer. Private companies

should be in control of their Internet systems, not the federal

government! But, Barack Obama is intent on putting Everything…

every single industry…under the umbrella of the State. So, while the

President and Democrats distract Americans with social issues, behind

the scenes work is still going on as the Government tries to take

control of the internet. 

Read More

Breitbart Reveals Obama ‘Born In Kenya’ 1991
Booklet
Breitbart News has obtained a promotional booklet produced in 1991

by Barack Obama’s then-literary agency, Acton & Dystel, which touts

Obama as “born in Kenya and raised in Indonesia and Hawaii.” The

booklet, which was distributed to “business colleagues” in the

publishing industry, includes a brief biography of Obama among the

biographies of eighty-nine other authors represented by Acton &

Dystel.

Read More

S 2105 (Cybersecurity) 
Select Here 

HR 3785 (amend NDAA) 

Select Here 

HR 204 (Salary Cut)

Select Here 

HR 2913 (Benefits Cut)

Select Here 

HR 973 (No Foreign Law)

Select Here 

HR 1098 (Sound Money)
Select Here

Petition: Stop Anti-Internet
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Is Obama’s EPA deliberately destroying America’s
economy?
“This administration seems to be taking steps that appear to be

methodically and deliberately sabotaging certain parts of our nation’s

economy.” Who would accuse President Obama’s top bureaucrats of

intentionally damaging the industrial strength of America? Quite a few

people, if one can judge by the angry citizen grumbles roiling through

today’s blogs and social media. But the quote above came from none

other than Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., ranking member of the

Senate Subcommittee on Clean Air and Nuclear Safety, on the Senate

floor last week.

Read More

TODAY'S MINUTE: On MAY 18, 1920, in a small town

in Poland, Karol Wojtyla was born. A chemical worker

during World War II, he risked punishment by

Communists for being ordained a priest. In 1967, he

became Archbishop of Krakow and, in 1978, he

became Pope John Paul II, the first non-Italian pope

since 1522. Leader of one billion Catholics, Pope John

Paul spoke eight languages and traveled a million miles

in 170 countries – more than any other pope. In 1981,

he survived an assassination attempt by a Muslim Turk,

whom he forgave during a prison visit. The most

recognized person in the world, Pope John Paul II met

with Presidents Carter, Reagan, Bush, Clinton and

Bush. He helped end communism in Europe. Having

the third longest papal term in history, he died April 2,

2005. President Bush ordered flags flown half staff. In

1993, greeted by President Clinton in Denver ... READ

MORE

Whats Mine is Mine Whats Yours is Negotiable
The economy is scheduled to plunge off a cliff in January. Back in the

first two years after the Progressive’s November Revolution of 2008,

the big government party enacted tax increases not scheduled to take

place until after the 2012 elections. They also passed Obamacare

which carries within it multiple tax increases, which are also scheduled

to take affect after the 2012 election. Combine these with previous tax

rollbacks scheduled to expire in January 2013 and we are looking at

the major economic crisis the progressives have worked so hard to

create so they can then work so hard to solve.

Read More

Don’t Base Your Rights On Common Law
It is not uncommon for people in the freedom movement to assert that

they are common-law freemen, as if somehow the common law is a

fundamental source of rights. But the common law is just another form

of municipal law that evolved over time, and there are defects in the

common law that have motivated its reform. The term “common law”

describes the law held in common between the different circuits

served by itinerant judges who traveled from town to town, to

dispense the King’s justice. This common law superseded purely local

customs. An “attorney at law” is an attorney who practices the

common law. The common law is said to be an unwritten law; this is

because it does not derive its authority from any legislative enactment,

but instead derives its force of law from the opinions of the courts.

Read More

Bills Select Here 

Petition: Tell the EPA to

Open Vital Mineral

Reserve, Start Work on

Alaska's Pebble Copper

Mine Select Here 

Petition: Tell Congress: No

$7 Trillion Tax Hike Select Here 

Petition: No Ocean

Initiative Select Here 

Petition: End Electric

Vehicle Subsidies Select Here 

Petition: NO AGENDA 21!

Select Here 

Petition: Support S. 2122

to Defend Property Rights

Select Here 

Petition: Bring

Impeachment Charges

Against the President for

Unconstitutional Military

Actions Select Here 

Petition: Repeal Sect. 1021

of NDAA FY 2012 Select Here 

Petition: Bring Back

'Freedom Watch' Select Here 

Petition: Cut Congress

Pensions, Benefits Select Here 

Petition: End DHS Police

State Measures Select Here 

Petition: Restore Sound

Money, Repeal Legal

Tender Laws Select Here 

Petition: No Small Arms

Treaty

Select Here 
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Blacks and same-sex marriage
Perhaps history will show that the first black president’s biggest

contribution to black America was forcing this community to come to

terms with its own identity and priorities. By formalizing his support of

same-sex marriage, President Barack Obama has pushed blacks to

decide what is most important to them: The Biblical message they

hear in church every Sunday, or the big government liberalism that

they regularly vote for on Tuesday of Election Day. I’ve often talked

about what I call the “Sunday-Tuesday Gap’ in black America.

Read More

RIGHTMARCH: Obama Eligibility Coverup
Read More

Arguments persist among Conservatives and
Republicans over the NDAA
Read More

Senate votes on ‘Platform to Revitalize America’
Read More

If You Live In California Things Just Got A Whole Lot
Worse
Read More

Liberals Ruin Everything
Read More

Ill Winds Bring Revival: Are we About to See the Last?
Read More

Petition: Tell Congress:

Demand Democrats

Present a Budget! Select Here 

Fax: No United Nations

Ocean Initiative Select Here 

Fax: No Martial Law

Executive Order Select Here 

Fax: No United Nations

Agenda Twenty-One! Select

Here 

Fax: Stop Internet

Regulations Select Here 

Fax: Reign in the EPA Select

Here 

Fax: Save the Fourth

Amendment!

Select Here 

Fax: Fight Union Privileges

Select Here 

Fax: Eric Holder Must

Resign Select Here 

Fax: Tell Congress to

support HR 973, keep

foreign law OUT of US

Courts! Select Here

 facebook

 digg

 twitter

 myspace

 linkedin
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From: John Goodwin
To: John Goodwin
Subject: FW: May I Ask You for a Favor?
Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 10:40:35 AM

 
 

From: AMAC - The Association of Mature American Citizens [mailto:info@amac.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 25, 2012 10:31 AM
To: katesdad@cox.net
Subject: May I Ask You for a Favor?
 

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Dear Valued Member,

I'm going to ask you to do a little favor for me, and our Country as a whole.

Please forward this email to friends and family members who you think will agree

with the goals that AMAC stands for.

We have developed important relationships on Capitol Hill and we are gaining

more influence each day. When we meet with our Representatives and their staff,

the first question they ask is, "How many members does AMAC have?"

Right now we have over 350,000 & we're growing! But the more we grow the more

clout we'll have! If you would be kind enough to forward this to one or two friends,

suggesting that they consider joining for only $16/year - we could be answering,

"We have over half a million members - soon reaching one million!"

Imagine the work we will accomplish when that becomes our answer.

That would be tremendous!

Thanks,

Dan Weber, your President

What's the difference between AARP and AMAC???

The Constitution... they think it is out of date....We think it is the greatest
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document ever devised by man for the governance of man.

Big Government... They are for more government.....We think there is too

much government and wasted spending.

Social Security... They are scaring older people to get members........AMAC

has brought to Congress a solution to keep Social Security Solvent!

ObamaCare... Yhey pushed for it and stand to gain millions from their insurance

sales........We know it will result in rationing and are fighting to repeal it.

Our National Debt... They are ignoring it... We are pushing to reduce spending,

cut departments and getting our fiscal house in order.

They are part of the Liberal Media... AMAC publishes a national magazine that

prints both sides of an argument in a fair and balanced way.

If you want an organization that will speak out for the values you believe in, Join

AMAC today!

What has AMAC done so far?

Proposed a simple common sense solution to solve the Social Security Crisis. It

has been reviewed by experts and hailed as a "no brainer."

AMAC is meeting with staffers of key legislators of both the Senate and the House

to explain our proposal and gain support.

Roll Call, the influential Washington Newspaper has published an Op Ed by Dan

Weber, outlining AMAC's Social Security solution.

AMAC has started a petition to "Save Social Security Now."

What else has happened?

AMAC launched it's National campaign to "Protect Our Religious Freedom" in

response to President Obama's HHS Mandate which forces all employer health

plans to provide free contraceptives, sterilizations, and abortion-inducing drugs,

regardless of any moral or religious objections.

The Association of Mature American Citizens, AMAC, has sent a petition to have

Bill Maher's TV show cancelled after he used the F word in describing the reaction

of Jesus to Tim Tebow.

The House Ways and Means committee held hearings about how AARP stands to

make hundreds of millions of dollars in royalties from their support of ObamaCare.
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AMAC has sent out millions of letters/emails calling for the Defunding of

ObamaCare and its ultimate repeal.

And "You Ain't Seen Nothing Yet!"

If AMAC sounds like the kind of organization you like... If you agree that we need

someone fighting against Big Government, High Taxes, a Huge Deficit and a

National Debt that could plunge us into another Great Depression...

Dan Weber has spoken on over 120 radio interviews in 2011 talking about AMAC,

but he can't do it alone!

Help us reach the goal of 1 Million members by this November!!

For only $16/year you will also be entitled to membership discounts and save on

auto insurance, health coverage, life insurance and on line shopping.

We promise we'll work for you to protect the good old fashioned values of Faith,

Family and individual Freedom.

You and thousands like you must stand up for our country - the larger AMAC

becomes, the more positive influence we'll have.

 
Forward email

This email was sent to katesdad  by info@amac.us |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

AMAC - The Association of Mature American Citizens | 5 Orville Dr | Suite 500 | Bohemia | NY | 11716
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy@
Subject: FW: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made following press

conference
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:34:00 AM
Importance: High

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:33 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Media Alert: Today, 11 AM: announcement on insurance exchange/Medicaid to be made
following press conference 
Importance: High
 
Today at 11 AM in the Blue Room at the Oklahoma Capitol, Governor Fallin will announce
the results of the statewide Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.
 
Immediately following the press conference, the governor will make an announcement
to the press regarding the health insurance exchange and Medicaid expansion
provisions contained in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.   
 
More information on Feeding Oklahoma Food Drive below:
 

*** Media Advisory ***
 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday to Announce Results of Statewide Food
and Fund Drive

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin will announce the results of the third-annual
Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive at a press conference on Monday, Nov. 19.  Joining
the governor will be officials from the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma and Community
Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.
 
The goal of the food drive, which concluded on Nov. 15, was to raise enough food and
funding to provide 1.2 million meals to help feed hungry families in Oklahoma this holiday
season.  According to the USDA, Oklahoma ranks as the fifth-hungriest state in the nation,
with more than 675,000 Oklahomans struggling with hunger every day.  The Oklahoma food
banks provide enough food to feed more than 150,000 people each week with demand
increasing during the holiday season.
 
 
WHAT:                                   Governor Fallin will announce the results of the statewide

Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund Drive, which concluded on
Nov. 15.

 
WHO:                                    Governor Fallin; Rodney Bivens, executive director of the

Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma; Eileen Bradshaw, executive
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director of the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma
 
WHEN:                                  11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 19
 
WHERE:                                Blue Room, Oklahoma State Capitol
 
 

###
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Media look the other way as Obama wages a war on religion
Date: Monday, February 06, 2012 5:45:11 PM

 
 
From: David Martin, Executive Vice President
Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 4:53 PM
To: Charles&Judy Earnheart
Subject: Media look the other way as Obama wages a war on religion
 

 

From the Desk of:
David Martin, Executive Vice President
Media Research Center

February 6, 2012

Dear Charles&Judy,

When one of our nation’s most sacred values comes under attack by an administration obsessed with amassing

power, do the news media have a responsibility to report the truth?

We wish this was a rhetorical question.

Incredibly, the liberal media are looking the other way as the Obama Administration wages

an aggressive war on religious liberty.

Click here to stand with the Media Research Center’s Founder and President Brent Bozell,

who sent a letter to the heads of ABC, NBC and CBS exhorting them to “Tell the Truth!”

about the President’s war on religion.  

Conservatives warned from the very beginning that ObamaCare amounted to a massive government intrusion into

our private lives. We can now fully appreciate the extent of this intrusion. As part of ObamaCare, the federal

government is forcing religious institutions to provide health insurance to employees covering sterilizations,

abortifacients, and contraceptives.

This presents Catholic hospitals and other religious institutions with an impossible moral — never mind financial

— dilemma: violate their sacred religious principles by paying for sterilizations and contraceptives or close their

doors, leaving millions of Americans without their schools, hospitals and other services.  (One in Six Americans

receives medical care at a Catholic run hospital.)

Only an Administration unrelenting focused on centralizing power and controlling our lives would put religious

organizations in such a position. And only a “news” media similarly focused on protecting this Administration

would ignore a scandal of this magnitude.
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The Obama Administration’s insurance mandate is a blatant assault on religious liberty and we must hold the

media accountable for refusing to report this scandal.    

The Administration’s war on traditional, conservative values is one of its most shameful legacies. The liberal

media are ignoring the President’s war on religion because it is an utter embarrassment for him and newsroom

Marxists—the unofficial propagandists for President Obama—know it. It is appalling and inexcusable that the

liberal media refuse to cover news that is embarrassing to the President.

Click here to sign a letter by MRC Founder and President to the heads of the major news networks.

This isn’t about Democrats and Republicans or liberals and conservatives; Americans of all ideological stripes

should be deeply offended by the Obama Administration’s senseless war on religion.

We should be equally offended by the fact that the left-wing media are limiting coverage of this story. We must

hold them accountable for this dereliction of journalistic responsibility.    

Let’s make sure the liberal media don’t get away with covering up for the Obama Administration once again.

Thank you for standing with us on this critical issue.

David

P.S. MRC researched exposed the so called "news" media for doing over 6 times as many stories on the Susan

G. Komen - Planned Parenthood situation than on this major threat to religious liberty.

 

Unsubscribe 
325 S. Patrick Street
Alexandria, 22314-VA
United States
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 2:56:00 PM

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

Recall this was before the decision, if we are not required to expand Medicaid it will not be the same.

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 2:24 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care

I concur with Alex. Thanks, Katie

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com

-----Original Message-----
From: Alex Weintz
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: RE: Medicaid, managed care

I'm CC'ing our policy director Katie on this. The data point we've given you in the past is below.

I think there are too distinct issues though. Regardless of whether it is or not, I do not believe Governor
Fallin has made the claim that Medicaid is currently growing faster than the rest of the state's budget.
What she has said is that when fully implemented ObamaCare will add to the Medicaid rolls and thus to
both state and federal spending.

The Oklahoma Health Care Authority estimates that the Obamacare Medicaid expansion will cost an
additional $4.6 billion in state and federal funding and will add 250,000 new Oklahoman’s to the
Medicaid rolls from 2014-2020.

-----Original Message-----
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From: Mike Schrimpf [mailto:mschrimpf@RGA.ORG]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: FW: Medicaid, managed care

Hi Alex - Please see below. Do you have any data points available that help backup Gov. Fallin's rhetoric
about the growth of Medicaid in the state budget?

-----Original Message-----
From: ALEX WAYNE (BLOOMBERG/ NEWSROOM:) [mailto:awayne3@bloomberg.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 24, 2012 12:11 PM
To: Jon Thompson; Mike Schrimpf
Subject: Medicaid, managed care

Jon, Mike:

Bloomberg Government's coming out with a study later today finding that contrary to claims by some
governors and other elected officials -- mostly but not all Republicans -- Medicaid is NOT growing faster
than the rest of states' budgets.

Adjusting for inflation, Medicaid spending by states has grown only 12 percent in the last decade. It's
remained flat as a share of state budgets, at about 10 percent. The numbers were compiled from data
from the National Association of State Budget Officers.

Governors that the study quotes as claiming excessive Medicaid growth include Bob McDonnell (growing
at "unsustainable levels"), Scott Walker ("by far the fastest-growing portion of our budget") and Mary
Fallin ("going up and up and up.")

Wanted to see if RGA would like to comment.

Alex

------------------------------------------------------------
Alex Wayne, reporter | Bloomberg News
202.654.4339 office | 202.607.0453 mobile
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Medicare Expansion & The Exchange
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 11:09:26 AM

 
 

From: Patty Perdue  
Sent: Saturday, July 28, 2012 10:06 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Medicare Expansion & The Exchange
 
 
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I write this letter today to implore you to further delay implementation of the Medicare
expansion provisions and the implementation of the Exchanges called for under
“Obamacare”.  This is a
heinous attempt by those who are not friends of America at grabbing power and controlling
millions of Americans under the guise of healthcare.  None of us believes it’s a benefit in the
slightest manner but for those who prefer to live off the toil of others and those who wish to
exhalt themselves into power.  Unfortunately, the first of those have not done their own
investigation into this hideous law and do not know the real control the Federal Government
will hereafter wield over each and every one of us in America, extending right into our own
individual and personal bank accounts and whether we live or die beyond a certain measure,
not decreed by God but decreed by fools.  Our current health system can be improved without
acquiescing to tyranny or the loss of a single freedom.
 
There is a faction of us who have done our home work and do know exactly what this law
could mean to us in the future, not the least of which is the inability to receive quality and
timely healthcare but be subjected to a panel of Washington bureaucrats interjecting
themselves between us and our physicians and making life or death decisions without our
doctors because they see our names on a piece of  paper on their mahogany desks in the
Nations capitol that first wrought this abomination on us through deceit, lies, treachery and
abject coercion in the dark of night behind locked doors, simultaneously forbidding half of
our elected representatives from even entering.  Yes, dictatorial mandates handed down from
those who would decimate the greatest nation on earth with the stroke of an easy pen without
remorse or conscience even beginning to rise in their traitorous throats. 
 
“We, the People” still have the power of the vote and you may be assured we will gather our
forces and descend on the voting booths come November in a fashion reminiscent of a herd
of
stampeding buffalo on the pristine Oklahoma prairie.  We will not tolerate life in America
without the rule of law and live under tyranny invoked by anyone.
 
We ask simply that you help us in this effort while you still can.  The fleeting financial
benefit to those of you currently in office should by no means overshadow the greater goal of
guaranteeing that America survives this onslaught by our enemies, and survives whole and
healthy to continue to be the oasis still found in the darkness where peoples fleeing tyranny

23309



from far and near can still live as a free nation. I ask you to secure the tomon ows for your 
own progeny. Please do not implement any portion of this damning legislation and let 
Oklahoma join those other States seeking liberty over no choices at all! 

Patty Perdue 
Cell: ; Home Fax: 

"If ever the Time should come, when vain & aspiring Men shall possess the highest 
Seats in Government, our Country will stand in Need of its experienced Patriots to 
prevent its Ruin." - Samuel Adams, 1780 

NOTICE: The info1mation in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from 
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone 
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, 
distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and 
unlawful. The Oklahoma House of Reps does not wanant any e-mail transmission received 
as being vims free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of 
this e-mail or its attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer 
vims exposure by opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or 
recourse against the House by doing so. 
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From: Keili McEwen
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Message from Website: General Information
Date: Friday, February 11, 2011 10:24:00 AM

Health Care

-----Original Message-----
From: Greg Brown [
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2011 6:25 PM
To: Keili McEwen
Subject: Message from Website: General Information

could you please stand with the rest of the nation against obamacare?

Thank you...
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From: 

To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

FYI 

Katie Altshuler 

"Juliek@health.ok.gov" 

Fw: Mississippi fights over PPACA as states resist key element 

Wednesday, October 10, 2012 4:26:24 PM 

> 

trealiiiiiiil 

Katie Altshuler; Richard Porter, CLU 

19 ts over PPACA as states resist key element 

This is a good article on PPACA exchanges. 

Cp 

Charles W. Potts, CLU, RHU, RFC, CFS 
Registered Representative 
Investment Advisor Representative 
620 N. Robinson Ave., Suite 201 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

405.410.2466 
cpotts@financialguide.com 

From: Charles Potts [mailto:ebabenefitnews@e.benefitnews.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 1:15 PM 
To: charleswpotts@gmail.com 
Subject: EBA Benefit News Story 

Charles Potts has recommended the following from Employee Benefit News. 

Mississippi fights over PPACA as states resist 
key element 
In Mississippi, where one in five people lack health insurance, two Republican elected officials are fighting over 
the best way to resist President Obama's health-care overhaul, with one official implementing exchanges and 
the governor ordering him to stop. 

Continue reading » 

© 2012 Employee Benefit News and SourceMedia, Inc. All rights reserved. 
SourceMedia is an lnvestcoro company. 
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Mary Fallin
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 8:37:00 PM
Attachments: Governor Mary Fallin - High Resolution.jpg

Governor Mary Fallin - Low Resolution.jpg

Did we get our changes in..?
 
From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 03:15 PM
To: Governor Fallin Press 
Subject: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for
Oklahoma 
 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
 
            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
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            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Alex Weintz
To: Mary Fallin
Cc: Craig Perry; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 4:16:28 PM

FYI from Rep. Bennett: Great job Governor! My constituents and I support your decision
100%! Thank you!

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S™ II Skyrocket™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone.

-------- Original message --------
Subject: MONTHLY COLUMN: (PHOTOS ATTACHED) Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill
Right Thing for Oklahoma 
From: Governor Fallin Press <press@gov.ok.gov> 
To: Governor Fallin Press <press@gov.ok.gov> 
CC: 

Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 3, 2012
 

Editor’s note:  This is one of a regular series of monthly columns titled “Oklahoma Now” by
Governor Mary Fallin.
 
 
Governor Mary Fallin’s “Oklahoma Now” Column

 
Headline:  Rejecting Federal Health Care Bill Right Thing for Oklahoma
 
By Governor Mary Fallin
     
      This past month, I announced Oklahoma would not implement two key components of
President Obama’s health care law: the creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid. I’m writing this month to let you know why that decision is in the best
interests of Oklahoma taxpayers and families.
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            For several months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both a possible health insurance exchange and the potential
expansion of Medicaid.
 
            Our priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase quality and access to
health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the
state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit crisis.
 
            Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, however, the state of
Oklahoma found itself legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant
and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal
government. This choice was forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration
in spite of the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal
health care law time and time again.

 
After careful consideration, I decided last month that Oklahoma would not pursue the

creation of its own health insurance exchange. As I said at the time, any exchange that is
PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma
resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma taxpayers to
actively support and fund a new government program that would ultimately be under the
control of the federal government and that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans.
Furthermore, the creation of such an exchange would further the implementation of a law that
threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the
nation.

 
            With regards to Medicaid, I also announced that Oklahoma would not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion. Such an expansion would have been
unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma $475 million between now and 2020, with
escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also have furthered Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not have been available in the future given the dire
fiscal problems facing the federal government. On a state level, massive new costs associated
with Medicaid expansion would also have required cuts to important government priorities
such as education and public safety. Finally, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control
spending of the federal government.
 
            Moving forward, it is important for the state of Oklahoma to pursue two actions
simultaneously. The first will be to continue support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic
that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed.
 
            Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that
improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for
instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic
disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
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legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for
Oklahoma families.
 

###

NOTICE: The information in this email is confidential, legally privileged, and exempt from
disclosure under law. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone
else is unauthorized. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution
or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and unlawful. The
Oklahoma House of Reps does not warrant any e-mail transmission received as being virus
free, and disclaims any liability for losses or damages arising from the use of this e-mail or its
attachments. Recipients of e-mail assume the risk of possible computer virus exposure by
opening or utilizing the e-mail and its attachments, and waive any right or recourse against
the House by doing so.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Cc: Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: More changes coming as Obamacare phases in
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 2:28:09 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Texoma Coalition 
Sent: Monday, July 02, 2012 3:27 AM
To: Archdiocese of OKC; Fr. Tom McSherry; Governor Info; Charles Key; Rep. Sally Kern
Cc: Judi; Andrea Ball; Carissa Hansen, R.N.; Eddie Shantz; Elaine Bringham; Jean Wood; Neva
Adamson; Twila Pettis; Jackie Short; Rusty Aldridge; White Eagle Ministries; Annis Kenny; David Turner;
Jack Coble; Jodi McKay; Linda S Nicholson; Bobbie Mueller; drussell9
marybeth54302 ; minnsir ; sharmaine.lopez ;
stephenemason ; Sharon Keller; Brian Maughan; Alexis Endurance; donna thompson; Linda
Hull; Linda Sears; Stacy; texasjo@verizon.net; VERNA JORDAN; Charolette Jackson; Jeannette Ross; Ken
Blood
Subject: More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

FYI,
 Without trying to counter the policy of the Catholic Church I belong to, I can see an advantage to the
implimentation of some parts of Obamacare. Some of the changes outlined below are gravely needed,
especially that of errasing the doughnut hole in Medicare benefits. Only problem, though, is that there
hasn't been any definite plan on how to shore up Medicare and Medicaid so that they remain viable
programs in the future. I think that what Congress needs to do more than anything else is figure out a
way to repay the money that has been taken out of the Social Security Trust and spent on other
programs. Then too, they need to try and pay down the national debt rather than spend money that we
don't have on various social programs. What's happening is that we're spending ourselves into oblivion,
and we need to reverse the course before it's too late to turn back from the borrow and spend
economics that we are currently trapped in.

 Another thing that needs done is to figure out a way to penalize the doctors and health care facilities
that are starting to opt out of Medicare and Medicaid. If we wind up with only a few low-end health
care facilities that will take Medicare and/or Medicaid payments, then we won't be any better off with
Obamacare than we currently are with a few low-end facilities that charge for services on a sliding-scale
basis. Until the health care being offered is guaranteed to be up to par in quality, we won't be any
better off with Obamacare than we have been without it. Without a solid financial base to back it,
Obamacare will put more of a drain on the national budget than the system we currently have in place,
and this country can't stand any more drain driving us farther and farther into debt.

 One thing that is gravely needed is to use the oversight that is currently in place to reform health care
in this country, and those who fraudulently use and abuse the system need to be investigated, charged,
and prosecuted to the full extent of the already existing law. At the bottom line, we just simply can't go
on spending more than what our government is taking in. And before we get into shoring up the
international economy for the rest of the world, we need to take care of America first.

In Solidarity,
Tom Hardin
Texoma Coalition
Oklahoma City Office    

My Way News
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More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

 Jun 29, 4:40 AM (ET)

By CONNIE CASS

WASHINGTON (AP) - Lots of big changes in the 2010 health care law have yet to take effect. Here's
how they are to unfold:
---

2013:
_Payroll taxes rise for individuals making more than $200,000 a year and couples above $250,000.
These people are also hit with a 3.8 percent tax on investment income.
_A 2.3 percent excise tax begins on sales by medical-device makers.
_Taxpayers must spend more on unreimbursed medical care before claiming itemized deductions.
_Start of program to encourage creation of nonprofit, member-run health insurers in each state.
---

2014:
_Almost everyone required to be covered by either private or government-run insurance or pay a
penalty to the IRS.
_Most employers face penalties if they don't offer coverage to their workers.
_Insurers prohibited from rejecting people with medical problems or charging them more.
_Insurers can't charge women more than men.
_Medicaid program for the poor expands in states that take part: It covers childless adults for the first
time. And it takes in people with incomes up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level, or $29,327 a
year for a family of four.
_Newly created, state-based insurance markets make it easier for individuals and small businesses to
find affordable coverage.
_Subsidies help many people, including some upper-income families, buy coverage through the state
markets.
_Tax credits to help pay for health plans at businesses with 25 or fewer workers reach their maximum.
For businesses with 10 or fewer employees, the credits will cover 50 percent of the cost of premiums.
_New fee on health insurers begins.
_New limits on savings in flexible spending accounts begin.
---

2018:
_A 40 percent tax on high-cost, employer-sponsored health plans begins. The tax falls on plans worth
more than $10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for families.
---
2020:
_The gap in Medicare's prescription drug coverage, known as the "doughnut hole," is fully eliminated
after years of phase-out. After that, seniors will pay 25 percent of the cost of their medications up until
Medicare's catastrophic coverage kicks in.
---

Many provisions are already in effect, including:
_Co-payments for preventive care for all ages have been eliminated.
_Young adults can stay on their parents' insurance up to age 26.
_Insurers can't deny coverage to children with health problems.
_Policies can't limit how much they'll pay over a person's lifetime.
_Older people save money through improved Medicare prescription benefits which are phasing in
through 2020.
- A temporary program helps people with pre-existing health problems get coverage.
_Cuts in reimbursements for hospitals and insurers under Medicare have started and will cut deeper
over time.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mike Rhoads
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: NAIC Rules
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:46:00 AM
Importance: High

Mike,
 
Please see the information below and let me know what you think. Thank you, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
From: "David Powell" 
Date: November 20, 2012, 1:17:20 PM CST
To: "Mary Fallin" 
Subject: NAIC Rules

Dear mary,
 
To whoever screens Mary's email, I am an old friend of hers from OSU.  She
will confirm and she and the Insurance Commissioner need to read this. 
 
I want to let Mary know that the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners needs to abandon their idea to push aggregate stoploss limits
higher.  This is only an attempt to strengthen Obamacare by unfairly putting
more risk on "smaller" self funded employers.  (50-500 employees)  These
employers are currently doing the right thing, providing comprehensive health
benefits to their employees and their families, mostly at the employer's expense.
 
Only three states have endorsed the change to the Stoploss Model Act;
Minnesota, Hew hampshire and Vermont.  The proposed change will make it
harder for Oklahoma employers to provide affordable coverage by pushing them
toward a national exchange.  Please tell the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner
to vote NO and not change the Stoploss Model Act.
 
I have been in the health insurance business since graduating from OSU in 1978
and I have worked with partially self-funded employers plans nearly that entire
time.  If there are any questions, please call my cell any time.  417-438-7655.
 
David A. Powell
President
Benefit Management, Inc.
2660 E 32nd Street, Joplin, MO 64804
(888) 294-1515
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Privacy Policy: The information contained in this transmission may contain
Protected Health Information (PHI) under the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). It is intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copy of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify me immediately by electronic mail (reply).

23323



From: Cody Inman
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: National Business Group on Health"s Model for State Health Insurance Exchanges (OK)
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2011 9:42:24 AM
Attachments: 042111 - National Business Group on Health"s Letter to Oklahoma Governor on State Health Insurance

Exchange.pdf

FYI. -- I will respond with a general thank you letter.
 

From: H Darling [mailto:hdarling@businessgrouphealth.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2011 7:38 AM
To: Governor Info
Cc: John Doak; S Wojcik
Subject: National Business Group on Health's Model for State Health Insurance Exchanges (OK)
 
Dear Governor Fallin:

 

Attached, please find the National Business Group on Health’s model recommendations for the state

health insurance exchanges.  The model, drafted with input from our large employer members over the

last couple months, reflects their experiences and expertise running exchange-like processes with

multiple coverage options for employees across many states.  The model incorporates suggestions to

streamline and minimize the administrative complexity of the transactions and information sharing

between employers and the states.  The model also underscores our recommendations that the

exchanges aggressively focus on value, promote improvements in the effectiveness and efficiency of

care, reduce the total cost of the care for all people and all payers, and make exchange interactions as

easy and user-friendly as possible for enrollees.

 

The National Business Group on Health (Business Group) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) membership

organization of approximately 325, primarily large, employers (including 66 of the Fortune 100) who

voluntarily provide health care benefits and other health programs to over 55 million American

employees, retirees, and their families.

 

If you or your staff would like more information or if you would like to discuss our recommendations and

model exchange in more detail, please contact me or Steve Wojcik, the Business Group’s Vice

President of Public Policy (at 202-558-3012 or Wojcik@businessgrouphealth.org).

 

Thank you,

Helen

 

 

Helen Darling

President & CEO

National Business Group on Health

20 F Street, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20001

Phone: 202.558.3005

darling@businessgrouphealth.org
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April 21, 2011 
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor 
State of Oklahoma 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
State Capitol Building 
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Dear Governor Fallin: 
 
The National Business Group on Health appreciates this opportunity to present a model 
for the exchanges under the current law that underscores the need for the exchanges to 
aggressively focus on value, reduce the total cost of the coverage and care for all people 
and all payers, and improve the quality and safety of service for enrollees. 
 
The model reflects the experiences of employers both in terms of practical lessons from 
operating our own internal company-level exchanges with health plan choices for 
employees and our efforts to improve the payment and delivery of health care. 
 
As you are well aware, given the current law, having sufficient lead time and final 
guidance will be critical not only for the states, but also for employers and plans to meet 
the deadlines and assure that the exchanges run as smoothly as they can for consumers 
and all stakeholders involved.  Specifically, employers are seeking guidance on how 
retirees, unions, temporary, part-time, or seasonal workers, workers here from other 
countries for summer employment, and others will interact with and access the 
exchanges. The more lead time employers have guidance on provisions that involve 
employers and transactions affecting employees and retirees, the easier it will be for them 
to plan for the changes and implement them in time. 
 
Given the current law, wherever possible, we urge you to require exchanges to adopt 
national standards and uniform processes wherever state-by-state variation would add 
costs and complexity without adding significant incremental value.  These areas include 
risk adjustment mechanisms, plan quality and efficiency standards, and data and process 
standards for common transactions including eligibility and enrollment and all of the 
interactions with employers. 
 
 







NATIONAL  BUSINESS  GROUP  ON  HEALTH 
 
 
 


The National Business Group on Health represents over 325 companies, including many 
of America’s largest employers (66 of the Fortune 100) who voluntarily provide health 
benefits and other health programs to over 55 million American employees, retirees, and 
their families. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with you on this process. Please contact me or 
Steven Wojcik, the National Business Group on Health’s Vice President of Public Policy, 
at (202) 558-3012, if you would like to discuss our comments in more detail. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Helen Darling 
President  
 
cc:  
Oklahoma Commissioner of Insurance John Doak 
Other State Governors 
Other State and DC Insurance Commissioners  
Mr. Dan Crippen, Executive Director, National Governors Association  
Ms. Therese M. (Terri) Vaughan, Chief Executive Officer, National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners 
Mr. Steve Larsen, Director, Office of Insurance Exchanges, Center for Consumer 
Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 
Mr. Joel Ario, Director, Office of Insurance Exchanges, CCIIO 
The Honorable Donald M. Berwick, M.D., Administrator, CMS 
Ms. Marilyn B. Tavenner, Principal Deputy Administrator, CMS 
Ms. Nancy-Ann DeParle, Deputy Chief of Staff, The White House 
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services 
 
Enclosure: Model for State Exchanges 
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Model for State Exchanges 
 
 


Business Group Interest in Exchanges and Relevant Experience 
 
Business Group members have experiences and lessons learned as they continually strive 
to be as effective and efficient as they can in the administration of health care benefits for 
employees and plan participants. 
 


• Expertise:  The model reflects our members’ experience in spurring plan 
innovation and operating company-level “exchanges.” The Business Group 
represents the nation's leading private- and public-sector employer purchasers of 
health care benefits who are among the nation's leading innovators driving 
improvements in quality, safety and health care outcomes. In addition, because of 
their size, many large Business Group employers have operated “exchanges” for 
their own employees as they select from among a set of plan options during 
annual open enrollment periods. 


 
• Alignment:  The Business Group has a strong interest in assuring that the 


exchanges pursue strategies that are aligned with the innovative purchasing 
approaches of its members.  For over 35 years, our large employer members have 
been strongly committed to ensuring quality, safe health care and investing in 
wellness programs, and benefits that actually improve the health of employees 
and their dependents.  Assuring that the exchanges foster these health care quality 
improvements will reinforce our efforts to positively impact the health of all 
Americans. 


 
o Business Group members provide health care benefits in the same 


markets, through many of the same plans and providers, as the future 
exchanges.  If we want to transform care and, in particular, lower spending 
and greatly improve quality, safety, and health outcomes, all participants 
in that system, employer purchasers, plans, and exchanges alike, need to 
pursue aligned strategies to reduce total costs of health care by improving 
the effectiveness and efficiency of health care delivery. 


 
o Business Group members and other employers may interact with the 


exchanges, in the short-term if they have eligible employees (full-time or 
part-time), dependents or retirees, beginning in 2014, and participate in 
later years, after 2017, if the States choose. Business Group members are 
deeply concerned about assuring that their employees and family members 
get the best, clinically appropriate care at a sustainable cost.  That 
assurance of value is particularly important as eligible employees, retirees 
and family members may qualify for coverage in the exchanges even if 
employers do not participate in the exchanges. 
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Guiding Principles for Establishing and Operating Exchanges  
 
The design of the exchanges is a critical component in the operation and ultimate success 
of the Affordable Care Act’s provisions to expand access to coverage.  It also presents an 
opportunity as a vehicle to change the payment and delivery of care to assure that all 
people, whether covered through the exchanges, other government programs, employers 
and other private payers, receive much more effective and efficient care than we currently 
receive. To achieve these aims, the Business Group proposes several principles reflected 
in this model and which we urge should guide future policy decisions. 
 
Focus on value:  If we want to make health care affordable for employers, individuals, 
families, and the government, the exchanges must adopt, as their primary mission, a 
focus on value.  That means reducing the total cost of coverage and care (for both the 
plans and the participants and for plans and people outside the exchanges) and increasing 
the effectiveness, quality and safety of patient-centered care for all. 
 
Be highly active purchasers:  HHS must ensure that exchanges do not become passive 
facilitators or only "portals" for individuals and employers to select health care coverage.  
The exchanges must assume a strong role as active purchasers, not only for the exchange 
enrollees, but to align with other purchasers in the community to help providers become 
more effective and efficient in care delivery.   
 
Standardize operations:  HHS must standardize the operations of exchanges for 
employers, individuals and health plans wherever possible.  Employers that operate in 
more than one state should not have to confront a confusing array of different rules 
among the exchanges in which their employees seek care.  In addition, the federal 
government should only certify exchanges with high quality and very capable health 
information technology systems.  
 
Provide clarity, transparency and simplification:  HHS should ensure that the exchange 
policies and the health plans are clear to consumers, employers, the States and the federal 
government.  That calls for clarity and simplicity.  HHS should not micromanage 
participating health plans; but rather, provide a clear focus on innovative purchasing and 
a value agenda for health care in the community.  
 
Ensure accountability:  HHS should also structure exchanges to promote provider and 
plan accountability for the cost and quality of the coverage and care offered.  The 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that 29 million Americans will receive 
coverage through the exchanges by 2019, including 5 million with employment-based 
coverage, at an annual cost to federal taxpayers of more than $100 billion per year for 
premium assistance tax credits and cost sharing subsidies. That demands accountability, 
and the resources and expertise to meet that level of accountability. 
 
To assure state accountability, the States implementing exchanges should adopt a project 
manager approach typically used by large businesses implementing large-scale change 
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with lots of moving parts and long-term consequences.  Such individuals can anticipate 
lead times and provide a valuable contact point for stakeholders such as the employer 
community, and assure responsibility and ultimate accountability.   
 
Deter cost shifting onto private payers: Exchanges must fairly reflect actual costs so they 
do not shift additional costs onto employers or employees or through the exchanges’ 
assessments or user fees on participating health insurance issuers for increased provider 
costs, additional state benefits or administrative costs, particularly when the exchanges 
become self-sufficient on January 1, 2015. 
 
Practice continuous learning/improvement:  Exchanges must focus on an ongoing process 
of continuous learning and improvement subject to evaluation and adaptation.  This is 
largely a new enterprise, and even with a strong degree of national standardization, the 
States may take many different approaches in the exchanges with different capacities for 
management.  HHS needs to couple rigorous standards with a process to evaluate, learn 
lessons from the successes and failures, starting with learning from the experiences with 
already existing state, local, and private exchanges, including employers’ internal 
exchanges for their employees, and revise policy nationally and at the State level. 
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Specific Recommendations for State Exchanges 
 
Organizational Form 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  STATES SHOULD SET UP NON-PROFIT ENTITIES 
TO ADMINISTER EXCHANGES RATHER THAN SET UP NEW STATE 
AGENCIES OR HOUSE EXCHANGES IN EXISTING STATE AGENCIES 
 
The Business Group's experience is that while government needs to play a strong role in 
setting and enforcing the "rules of the road," independent, non-profit entities, and 
comparable health care benefit purchasing entities, accountable to their States and staffed 
by people with specific, relevant experience relevant to operating effective model health 
insurance exchanges are best equipped to administer and implement the exchanges. 
However, non-profit exchanges may contract with for-profit entities with successful 
records performing the functions outlined in our guiding principles for establishing and 
operating exchanges. 
 
We also favor non-profit entities over state agencies because state contracting 
requirements are complex, expensive and administratively cumbersome. When states 
create new offices in state agencies, employers and others who have to deal with them 
often get passed back and forth between agencies within states’ Departments of 
Insurance, working under the constraints of a number of rules and bureaucratic 
requirements.  As a result it often takes a long time to receive a response which 
significantly impacts the cost and planning design of employer-sponsored benefits.  
 
We also base our recommendation for states to set up non-profit entities to administer the 
exchanges because of the need for strong, activist exchanges as set out in our 
principles—a role that will require flexibility and adaptability in contracting and staffing 
that is difficult for many governmental entities to achieve. Non-profit entities are also 
more immune from political influence than state agencies and the model exchange also 
needs protection from political pressures, provider interests, or pressure from advocacy 
groups. Exchanges in our model would be called on to make important but difficult 
choices, such as negotiating with powerful interests, dropping health plans, and driving a 
value agenda.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  WHEREVER POSSIBLE STATES SHOULD ALWAYS 
CONSIDER AND ESTABLISH MULTISTATE REGIONAL EXCHANGES AND 
COORDINATE EXCHANGE FUNCTIONS WITH OTHER STATES TO 
INCREASE THE EFFICIENCY OF RESOURCE USE, SAVE MONEY AND 
ENSURE MORE SEAMLESS EXCHANGE PARTICIPATION FOR FAMILIES 
AND EMPLOYERS WHO HAVE MEMBERS IN MULTIPLE STATES OR WHO 
MOVE. 
 
Should states decide to coordinate exchange functions with other states or join regional, 
multistate exchanges; it also may be harder to do if states create new agencies or house 
the exchanges within existing state agencies. Historically, states talking to other states 
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does not work, which could complicate the regional exchange model. Non-profit entities 
may make it easier for states to work together with other states on exchanges.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGE GOVERNANCE BOARDS SHOULD 
INCLUDE INDEPENDENT PLAN ADMINISTRATORS, AT LEAST 1 MULTI-
STATE LARGE EMPLOYER PLAN SPONSOR, REPRESENT MULTIPLE 
STAKEHOLDERS AND BE MULTI-DISCIPLINARY WITH EXPERTS IN THE 
DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS OF THE EXCHANGES  
 
The model exchange’s governance board should be multi-disciplinary and represent 
multiple stakeholders—similar to Massachusetts’.  Massachusetts’ Health Connector 
includes stakeholders from the actuarial and consulting fields for the health care 
financing industry, union funds, experts from the economic and public health sector, the 
state’s group insurance commission and other state government agencies. We recommend 
adding to this list of members of exchange governance boards to include, at a minimum, 
independent plan administrators with experience in managing health care plans and at 
least 1 multi-state large employer plan sponsor to assure that the exchanges are run as 
effective health care purchasers and succeed in providing effective, affordable and 
efficient coverage to exchange plan enrollees. 
 
The governance board should also include stakeholders with specific experience in the 
core functions, oversight responsibilities and criteria for the certification of health plans 
defined in the Affordable Care Act. It should include stakeholders with experience in 
certification, recertification and decertification of plans; operation of toll-free hotlines; 
presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results; establishing open enrollment periods; 
establishing network adequacy and information on the availability of in-network and out-
of-network providers; quality improvement and reporting; and providing timely 
information to consumers.  
 
The governance board standards for conflicts of the interest should not automatically 
exclude experts vital to creating effective, efficient exchanges.  In many cases, they are 
the people who know how to operate exchanges and the functions that will be critical to 
the exchanges.  Large employer plans and insurers have a lot to offer.  Exchanges should 
take advantage of their expertise. 
 
Operating Model 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  ALL EXCHANGES SHOULD BE HIGHLY ACTIVE 
PURCHASERS OF HEALTH CARE AND REQUIRE PARTICIPATING PLANS 
TO BE HIGHLY ACTIVE PURCHASERS AS WELL 
 
Exchanges should not become passive facilitators or only "portals" or “clearinghouses” 
for individuals and small employers to select health care coverage.  The exchanges must 
assume strong roles as active purchasers, not only for the exchange enrollees, but to 
align, to the extent they can by law, with other purchasers in the community and 
encourage exchange plans to be active purchasers as well. 
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Exchanges must orient their focus on the value equation noted before.  Specifically, 
exchanges should try to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of health care providers, 
particularly hospitals and physician specialists, and encourage participating plans to do 
the same to improve efficiency and effectiveness of care for all, including enrollees, 
people covered outside the exchanges, and all other payers. 
 


• Standard setters:  HHS should provide guidance for exchanges, including setting 
national standards for the cost and quality of care and enforce those standards 
through both health plan participation requirements and encourage plans to do so 
in their payment policy.  Exchanges must not let every health plan participate—
this is not an "any willing plan" model.  However, exchanges should allow all 
plans that meet certification requirements to participate rather than limiting 
access to plans selected by the exchanges.  Exchanges should evaluate plans 
based on price, the ability of the plan and its providers to lower total costs in the 
system, eliminate waste and overuse and improve quality, safety, patient-
centeredness and service.   


 
• Negotiators:  Exchanges must adopt approaches dealing with total costs and 


benefits with plans seeking to offer coverage.  Policy leaders need to recognize 
that what is driving total costs and premiums is use of services and provider fees.  
The latter is particularly problematic in areas where some hospital systems and 
physician specialty groups hold market leverage.  Plans can have competitive 
terms for administrative services, marketing, and distribution costs and profit or 
operating margins, but until we find ways to change the use of services through 
better health and alternative services, we will not control costs.  The exchanges 
must maintain a rigorous focus, well beyond premiums and administrative costs, 
on reducing the total costs of care in the health care system by: 


 
o Driving down underlying costs; 
o Eliminating cost shifting to other payers; 
o Taking waste and overuse out of the system; 
o Focusing relentless attention on quality and safety; 
o Incorporating efficient and effective innovations in the delivery of care 


(primary care models, convenience care clinics, hospice care for end of life, 
appropriate use of nurse practitioners, etc.); and 


o Addressing administrative costs of health plans and providers. 
 


All of these actions will help reduce the “spend” for both the plan and the plan member, 
including premiums and out-of-pocket costs at the point of service. 


 
Using market leverage to reduce costs for exchange coverage by shifting costs to 
people outside the exchanges and to employer plans and insurers outside the 
exchanges would only be an illusory achievement that would do nothing to help our 
nation as a whole to reduce its unsustainable health care spending trajectory.   
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• Drivers of efficiency and preventing cost-shifting: The exchange administrators 


(governance boards) should know whether plans are meeting their premium 
targets through efficiencies or whether they are meeting them by offsetting losses 
through subsidies from other payers (cost-shifting). The exchanges should 
measure initially and on an ongoing basis changes in cost shifting as a result of 
the exchanges using a measure similar to the Commercial Index Ratio (CIR) to 
measure the degree of cost shifting onto patients, employers and other health 
plans. CIR measures the ratio of private payments to Medicare payments for 
specific services.  Whatever measures exchanges choose, they should demonstrate 
constant or declining levels of cost-shifting. In its analysis of the effectiveness of 
the exchanges, HHS should evaluate the degree to which providers shift costs 
onto private payers. Unless HHS’ analysis goes beyond the plans to the providers, 
it may not show that cost-shifting has occurred. For example, plans in the 
exchanges may have similar rates in and out of the exchanges and may not show 
any evidence of cost-shifting, but hospital systems that contract with plans’ in the 
exchange may shift costs to other payers (employer plans, etc.).  HHS’ analysis 
should also take into account the potential for cost shifting as a result of the 
impact of compliance with the medical loss ratio (MLR) requirements.  HHS 
should share the results with the public and plan administrators and take action, if 
necessary, against provider networks contracting with exchange plans or with 
delinquent plans themselves by denying them certification, assessing fines, or 
providing them with a short-window to become compliant.  


 


• Benefit design innovators: The model exchange should also emulate employer 
plan design, purchasing and consumer engagement strategies by requiring 
“qualified health plans” to do the following:  
 
1. Plan Design 
• Use plan design to drive evidence-based care and consumer engagement; 
• Cover services provided in alternative care settings, e.g., onsite clinics, retail 


clinics; 
• Use behavioral economics to support engagement strategies; and 
• Selectively use incentives, for example: 


o Based on satisfying participation requirements, e.g., participate in 
more activities (health assessment, biometric screening, disease 
management; program, etc.) and/or complete programs (health 
coaching, weight management, etc.); and 


o Impose surcharges for tobacco and inappropriate ER use. 
 


2. Purchasing 
• Source best in class providers, e.g., Centers of Excellence; 
• Emphasize primary care; 
• Promote transparency of cost and quality information; and 
• Pilot new payment models. 
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3. Consumer/Patient Information 
• Invest in patient decision aids and online decision-support tools providing 


information that can be seen by both employees and benefit advisors on their 
computers in order to support shared decision making, e.g., expert medical 
consultations and health coaches in order to create a successful exchange 
experience; 


• Rate plans for patient satisfaction using measures from the Hospital Consumer 
Assessment of Healthcare Provider and Systems (HCAHPs) survey; 


• Leverage social networks in populations, e.g., healthy pregnancy, and in 
wellness through physical activity and weight loss competitions; and 


• Utilize outreach management systems that send automated customizable 
communication materials such as welcome kits, enrollment guides, reminder 
postcards, emails, confirmation statements, and certified letters to exchange 
participants. Additionally, exchanges should use telephone systems that can 
notify participants of upcoming events with auto-dialed, pre-recorded 
messaging.  


 
Exchanges should also encourage, and where appropriate, require health plans to 
implement value-based benefit design (VBBD). VBBDs factor in the effectiveness of 
services and the effectiveness and efficiency of providers in determining coverage, 
provider payments, and plan participants’ cost-sharing.  Plans use these tools to help 
assure that plan participants receive quality services and lower cost.  For example, 
Consumer’s Medical Resources worked with one large employer to implement medical 
decision support tools to engage employees and families diagnosed with serious, complex 
illnesses (3.5% of the population, driving 51% of costs) to make more informed care 
decisions.  They wanted to reduce variation from best practices and unnecessary care 
(25% of surgeries unnecessary).  As a result, they saved an estimated $1.7 million in 
direct costs (not counting productivity savings and other potential savings). 
 
In addition, as active purchasers, the exchanges should also encourage coverage of 
evidence-based preventive services. 
 
Exchanges should also promote as much innovation as possible.  For example, reference-
based pricing is a growing benefit design that exchanges should encourage.  In addition, 
the model exchange should incorporate best practices from high performing providers—
for example, the Department of Veterans Affairs’ efforts to reduce healthcare-acquired 
infections (HAIs) and improve provider quality. 
 


• Managers of enrollment and consumer choice:  Exchanges must actively manage 
the choices available, and the processes through which employers and individuals 
participate.  Consistent with the exchange role as standard setters, exchanges must 
focus on real choice among a selected number of plans and models, and not just 
make available a large and confusing multiplicity of insurance products. We also 
recommend the exchanges permit more than two plan types—beyond just 
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individual or family—and permit plans that tier based on the number of 
dependents. In addition, exchanges should include Health Savings Account 
(HSA)-qualified consumer-directed health plans (CDHP) as plan options.   


 
• Monitors:  Exchanges must track and monitor the performance of the participating 


plans and providers and the cost and quality of the care to enrollees. The 
exchanges also need to minimize the disruption to consumers and employees who 
lose access to the providers who participated in their previous plans, but will not 
participate in the exchange plans’ provider networks and for people switching 
plans both in and out of the exchanges as their status changes.  


 
RECOMMENDATION:  STANDARDIZE ACROSS ALL STATES ALL 
PROCESSES AND TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING CONSUMERS AND 
EMPLOYERS IN THE INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL BUSINESS EXCHANGES 
 
The exchanges should be vehicles for simplification of a complex array of transactions 
for employers and consumers.  These transactions include employee and/or employer 
plan selection through a “secure portal”; plan enrollment; processing employer and 
individual contributions (including HSA payments for the unemployed and those on 
COBRA); eligibility for and processing of tax credits for small employers; processing tax 
credits and cost sharing support for qualifying individuals; determining employer free 
rider assessments; seamless enrollment in Medicaid and the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (SCHIP); continuity of coverage rules, and transitioning participants 
moving among Medicaid, SCHIP, and private coverage as eligibility status changes with 
changes in income or circumstance.  Employers, plans and all stakeholders would also 
find it easier to interact with the exchanges with uniform terminology, technology and 
processes. For example, the federal government should provide a standard definition and 
treatment of qualifying events for exchange coverage.  
 
Processing Employer and Individual Contributions and Tax Credits for Qualifying 
Individuals  
 
Employers support an electronic interface with a “secure portal” (preferably with one 
access point rather than 50 separate ones that state exchanges and employers can 
access)—similar to the federal government’s data collections for the Retiree Drug 
Subsidy (RDS), Early Retirement Reinsurance Program (ERRP), and other programs 
since employees’ tax subsidies will be based on their incomes, and employers will only 
be submitting a portion of the information required to determine employees’ eligibility 
(their current salaries). Without one standardized access point to act as a data integrator 
for exchanges, employers and the federal government, employers would likely need to 
create all new interfaces and departments to manage the data exchange with 50 
potentially different formats.  
 
The exchanges should use the one “secure portal” to send pertinent information back to 
employers—giving them the ability to pick up the information and load it into their 
payroll systems, take deductions and pay these funds back into the exchanges, identify 
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employees who are specifically eligible for exchange coverage and where and when 
employers would need to pay applicable free rider penalties. Most employers’ 
payroll/benefits systems include information on employers’ cost by coverage type, the 
amounts covered by employers and employees, employees’ current employment status 
and their selected coverage. The exchanges should also recognize that employees and 
dependents could elect different plans, creating reporting challenges. 
 
Employers and exchanges would also prefer to use the “secure portal” to transmit 
information back and forth in order to coordinate benefits between the exchanges and 
employers’ coverage. Employers will need to interact with the exchanges to access the 
level of coverage, coverage periods, etc. for employees to coordinate workers’ 
compensation, Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), disability benefits and a variety 
of other areas as well for exchange-eligible employees.  These processes too should be 
the same nationally, not differ by state. Employees could be on disability or FMLA and 
not have employees’ health care coverage because they have it through a working spouse 
or partner. Sufficient information on these benefits is vital to point employees in the 
correct directions when they have questions and to prevent dual coverage with workers’ 
compensation (since it also provides health care benefits). It will also ensure that 
employers know what elections have been made by any employees eligible for their 
coverage so that they can monitor their exposure for re-enrollment and their risk for 
shifting of claims to other programs (e.g., workers' compensation or long term disability) 
when the corporate programs offer better coverage than the exchange plans their 
employees enroll in. The federal government should consider modeling the interactions 
and benefits coordination between the exchanges and employer plans on the earlier 
employer voluntary data sharing agreements (VDSA) under the IRS/SSA/CMS Data 
Match project to eliminate the administrative burden on employers and the exchanges, 
dual payments and improve service to both employees and exchange participants. 
 
Uniform processes will also make it easier for people who move to different states, live 
part of the year in different states, or have families that straddle state borders and 
participate in more than one exchange (e.g. Maryland, Virginia, and the District of 
Columbia) to understand the coverage options available in the exchanges, how the 
exchanges work and any transitions between plans. For example, uniform processes and 
clarification from the federal government will help these employees and their employers 
determine when coverage begins (immediately or on the first of the next month) for 
employees who move from one state to another in the middle of a calendar month and 
then join exchange-based plans. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EMPLOYERS NEED AT LEAST 9 MONTHS OF LEAD 
TIME TO KNOW SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMUNICATING 
NOTICES FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR THE EXCHANGES AND TAX CREDITS TO 
EMPLOYEES  
 
The exchanges should consult with and share communications on the exchanges with 
employers’ benefits departments.  Employees are still likely to refer to their employers’ 
benefits departments for questions on the rules for the exchanges and the exchange plans. 
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The exchanges should provide employers with FAQs and scripts for responding to 
questions so that employers can respond appropriately to questions from employees.  
Employees will still ask their employers questions even though the exchanges will 
determine eligibility for both tax credits and exchange coverage. At a minimum, 
employers will need 9 months to plan for their plans’ call centers to learn new scripts and 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to respond to questions that employees may have 
about the exchanges and their potential eligibility. 
 
They will need at least 9 months lead time to know specific requirements for notifying 
employees of their potential eligibility for tax credits and exchange coverage. The federal 
government should provide draft notices and materials well before the beginning of 
employers’ 9 month preparations.  
 
Including the notices in employers’ open enrollment materials seems like a natural time 
to notify employees of their potential eligibility for tax credits and exchange coverage 
rather than March 1, 2013 as prescribed in the law.  The early notice does not seem to 
provide any benefit to employees who are eligible since exchange coverage would not 
begin before January 1, 2014. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EMPLOYERS NEED TO KNOW SPECIFIC DATES 
AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDING DATA ON THE VALUE OF PLAN 
COVERAGE AND EMPLOYEE COSTS FOR COVERAGE TO EXCHANGES 
FOR CALCULATING EMPLOYEES’ ELIGIBILITY FOR TAX CREDITS AND 
ACCESS TO THE EXCHANGES  
 
Employers also need to know specific information for calculating the actuarial value of 
their plans and reporting this information along with the amounts employees pay in 
premiums so that exchanges can determine whether or not the employees qualify for tax 
credits for exchange coverage. 
 
The federal government needs to provide employers with specific guidance on what 
employers, plans or actuaries and consultants need to do to determine the value of their 
coverage. 
 
Risk Adjustment 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD OUTLINE 
RISK ADJUSTMENT METHODS THAT ALL EXCHANGES MUST USE TO 
ASSURE ACTUARIAL SOUNDNESS.  FURTHERMORE, THE REGULATIONS 
SHOULD REQUIRE THAT EACH EXCHANGE OBTAIN INDEPENDENT 
ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION OF THE SOUNDNESS OF THEIR PLAN 
REQUIREMENTS AND RATING RULES 
 
The future federal guidance on risk adjustment will be one of the most important factors 
in determining the ultimate success of the exchanges.  There are only a limited amount of 
ways to risk adjust correctly. Some states’ previous difficulty in applying risk adjustment 
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suggests that the federal government should develop the risk adjustment formulae options 
and not leave it up to the states. We believe that national standards and methods are 
preferable. 
 
We further advocate that HHS require each exchange to obtain independent certification 
of the actuarial soundness of its risk corridors, plan requirements, rating areas, risk 
adjustment, and reinsurance rules from the American Academy of Actuaries, the Office 
of the Actuary of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), or a similar 
independent actuarial body.  Such certification will benefit all participants, including the 
states, consumers, employers, insurers, providers, and the federal taxpayers.  We will all 
benefit in assuring the long-term viability of the exchanges. 
 
Performance Measures 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGES SHOULD REQUIRE THAT ALL 
EXCHANGES USE THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR QUALITY 
ASSURANCE’S (NCQA) HIGHEST RATING FOR ACCREDITATION—
“EXCELLENT”—AS THE STANDARD FOR PLANS PARTICIPATING IN THE 
EXCHANGES 
 
The National Business Group on Health was pleased that the Affordable Care Act directs 
the HHS Secretary to develop a health plan rating system.  The opportunity presents itself 
to set high standards for quality and service for plans seeking access to this large new 
market.  If the Department does not focus on these standards now it will be difficult, if 
not impossible, to implement them in the exchanges in the future. NCQA implemented 
health plan ratings used by employers, individuals and government years ago.  
States should require NCQA’s highest accreditation standards - "Excellent" - for 
plans in the exchanges. 
 
Where using the highest standard permits a significant choice of plans, exchanges should 
use the NCQA “Excellent” standard as the threshold for participation.  Where using this 
standard would result in limited choice of plans in the model exchange, exchanges should 
adopt the next highest NCQA standard, but require that plans meet the “Excellent” 
standard within 2 years.  Because plans would have almost 3 years before this takes 
effect, 5 years to get to “Excellent,” such a requirement is reasonable and achievable.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGE PLANS SHOULD USE THE WIDELY 
ACCEPTED NATIONAL QUALITY FORUM (NQF) ENDORSED QUALITY 
MEASURES TO EVALUATE PROVIDERS’ PERFORMANCE  
 
Plans in the model exchange should rate providers based on NQF standards for quality 
and efficiency. Exchanges must set high standards for the networks of providers that 
serve the enrollees with QHPs, to aggressively manage these total costs of care.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGES SHOULD RATE PLANS FOR 
CONSUMER SATISFACTION USING THE HOSPITAL CONSUMER 
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ASSESSMENT OF HEALTHCARE PROVIDER AND SYSTEMS (HCAHPS) 
SURVEY AND REPORT RESULTS IN A USER FRIENDLY WAY 
 
The exchanges must provide consumer-friendly and easy-to-understand quality rating 
systems—otherwise consumers will not use them.  A key example comes from Utah’s 
consumer exchange into the model exchange (keep it simple, don’t overwhelm 
consumers with to many choices, make sure employers and employees understand how it 
works, etc.). CMS’ star rating system for Medicare Advantage plans may also serve as a 
useful reference. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD REQUIRE 
ALL EXCHANGES AND PARTICIPATING PLANS TO ADOPT HHS DATA 
AND HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS, REQUIRE 
INDEPENDENT AUDITS OF EXCHANGE OPERATIONS AND 
ADMINISTRATION, AND THAT EXCHANGES WORK WITH PRIVATE 
PAYERS AND THE CENTER FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
INNOVATION (CMMI) 
 
It will be essential that exchanges and the participating plans adopt current HHS 
standards for health information technology and data collecting and sharing standards.  
This requirement will help accelerate the transition of our entire health care system to 
electronic information and facilitate improving its effectiveness and efficiency. 
 
The federal government should also require independent external audits of the state 
exchanges on their performance on quality measures, ability to minimize administrative 
costs, etc.  
 
The exchanges represent a remarkable opportunity for collaboration.  The exchanges can 
and should work with other purchasers in the community, including business and other 
government purchasers, such as the new Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation 
(CMMI), to assure aligned incentives for the entire health delivery community.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EVERY EXCHANGE SHOULD APPOINT A CHIEF 
VALUE OFFICER TO MAINTAIN ORGANIZATIONAL FOCUS ON THE 
VALUE OF EXCHANGE AND HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
 
The Chief Value Officer (CVO) will ensure that the exchanges focus on the “value” of 
health care services. The CVO should report to the governance board of the exchange or 
the HHS Secretary when no state based exchanges exist. On a quarterly basis, the CVO 
should report on the value of hospital, physician and medical services based on a cost 
value analysis and the latest clinical comparative effectiveness research. Most large 
companies use a Chief Risk Officer for audits, which exchanges should emulate for this 
new function. Small exchanges may not have the resources for a CVO and the federal 
government should allow these exchanges to independently contract out this function. 
The CVO should also provide an estimated impact of the “essential health benefit” 
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requirements and any additional state mandates on the value of plans in the model 
exchange.   
 
The CVO will have a lead role in assuring that exchanges advance the value agenda.  The 
value agenda and active purchaser model set out in the Business Group's principles 
require standards that focus on quality and the reducing total costs of care: 


 
o Estimating the Total Costs of Care: Exchanges must aggressively negotiate the 


administrative and marketing costs that command so much current attention. 
However, at the most, these costs represent 15-20 percent of premium costs in the 
current market.  It is the other 80-85 percent of costs—the cost of health care 
services, especially hospital care and certain physician specialties and subspecialties 
as well as diagnostic imaging—that require the most attention.   


 
o Utilizing Technology and Decision Support Tools to Ensure Effective Choices: CVOs 


should incorporate on-line calculators and offer plan quoting, side-by-side 
comparisons and online decision support tools (Rx, Medical out-of-pocket costs) seen 
by both employees on their computers and exchange benefit advisors working for the 
CVOs. These tools would enable participants to evaluate their choice of coverage 
based on benefits, price, prescriptions, doctor of choice, and predicted out-of-pocket 
costs.  


 
o Reducing Waste: As part of the value agenda and active purchaser model, exchanges 


should also set specific targets for the QHPs for reducing waste and overuse in the 
system.  Here again, the focus is not just administrative waste, but wasteful health 
care spending as well. 


 
State Choices 
 


• Regional exchanges or interstate coordination of certain exchange functions 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  WHEREVER POSSIBLE, STATES SHOULD 
CONSIDER AND ESTABLISH REGIONAL EXCHANGES AND COORDINATE 
EXCHANGE FUNCTIONS WITH OTHER STATES  


 
This action will not only increase the efficiency of resource use and likely save money, 
but will also ensure more seamless exchange participation for families and employers 
who have members in multiple states or who move.   


 
• Whether to establish 50 employees as the cutoff for small group plans until 2016   


 
RECOMMENDATION:  SINCE SOME STATES HAVE A 100 EMPLOYEE 
DEFINITION FOR THE SMALL GROUP MARKET, STATE FLEXIBILITY IN 
DETERMINING THE CUTOFF WOULD MINIMIZE DISRUPTION OF THE 
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MARKET FOR STATES HAVING THE HIGHER CUTOFF IN THEIR 
CURRENT SMALL GROUP MARKET 


 
In addition, the larger size limit will help assure a more stable risk pool for exchanges.   
 


• Whether to require addition benefits beyond the “essential health benefits” 
package 


 
RECOMMENDATION:  WE STRONGLY URGE THAT STATES NOT ADD 
ADDITIONAL BENEFIT REQUIREMENTS AND URGE HHS TO ESTABLISH 
A MORATORIUM ON STATE MANDATES FOR EXCHANGE COVERAGE 
FOR AT LEAST 5 YEARS AND CONSIDER A PERMANENT BAN SINCE THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL BE PERIODICALLY REVIEWING AND 
UPDATING “ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFIT” REQUIREMENTS THAT ALL 
PLANS IN EXCHANGES MUST ADOPT 
 
To the extent permitted by law, the moratorium will help exchanges focus on operational 
and startup issues without pressure from provider and other groups to add benefits.  Such 
a moratorium will also promote national uniformity.  Moreover, because the law creates 
new authority for HHS to define “essential health benefits”, state mandates would be 
unnecessary and redundant.  


 
Exchanges should also follow California’s exchange legislation which prohibits their 
exchange from creating a liability for the state’s General Fund, which effectively 
precludes it from recognizing state benefit requirements that exceed the federal 
government’s “essential health benefits.” 
 
If exchanges require plans to cover state mandated benefits, it should only do so at the 
beginning of a plan year because mid-year changes are too disruptive.  Furthermore, 
before exchanges can adopt benefit mandates, they should conduct an independent 
economic assessment of their impact on exchange participants’ and plan costs. 
 


• Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  GIVEN THAT PLANS WILL BE OPERATING UNDER 
STRICT MINIMUM LOSS RATIO REQUIREMENTS, WITH CONSIDERABLY 
NARROWER RATING BANDS, AND WITH A HOST OF PRICE AND 
QUALITY TRANSPARENCY AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, AS WELL 
AS GUARANTEED ISSUE AND GUARANTEED RENEWAL, PLAN PRICES 
WILL BE REASONABLE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING WILL BE 
UNNECESSARY 
 
Competitive bidding will be unnecessary given that the Affordable Care Act subjects 
plans to a host of quality and efficiency rating requirements—a rating system developed 
by the HHS Secretary for qualified health plans in each level of coverage (bronze, gold, 
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silver, platinum) on the basis of the relative quality and price, the MLR, and a number of 
insurance market reforms (guaranteed issue, guaranteed renewal, no rescissions, 
maximum premium variation by tobacco use (1.5:1) , age (3:1), family size, geography, 
actuarial value of the benefit, etc.) 
 
Moreover, competitive bidding could work against the goal of consumer choice if many 
plans decide to drop out because of the competitive bidding requirement. 


 
Finally, competitive bidding among plans does not get at the real cost issue in many 
places if all plans must negotiate and accept into their networks local hospital systems 
and specialty physician groups that have monopolistic positions in certain geographies.  It 
is better for exchanges and plans to focus on efficiency and effectiveness requirements 
for providers instead. 


 
• Whether to extend some or all of the exchange-specific regulations to the outside 


insurance market 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  GIVEN THE VARIABILITY AND DIFFERENT 
SPECIFICS OF EACH STATE’S INSURANCE MARKET, WE BELIEVE THAT 
THIS DECISION IS BEST LEFT TO THE STATES.  REQUIRING 
INDEPENDENT ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION OF RULES WILL HELP 
ASSURE THE STABILITY OF BOTH THE EXCHANGES AND THE MARKETS 
OUTSIDE THE EXCHANGES AS WELL.  
 
Each state will factor in what rules are necessary to create a stable market in both the 
exchange and the outside market.   
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April 21, 2011 
 
The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor 
State of Oklahoma 
Office of Governor Mary Fallin 
State Capitol Building 
2300 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Dear Governor Fallin: 
 
The National Business Group on Health appreciates this opportunity to present a model 
for the exchanges under the current law that underscores the need for the exchanges to 
aggressively focus on value, reduce the total cost of the coverage and care for all people 
and all payers, and improve the quality and safety of service for enrollees. 
 
The model reflects the experiences of employers both in terms of practical lessons from 
operating our own internal company-level exchanges with health plan choices for 
employees and our efforts to improve the payment and delivery of health care. 
 
As you are well aware, given the current law, having sufficient lead time and final 
guidance will be critical not only for the states, but also for employers and plans to meet 
the deadlines and assure that the exchanges run as smoothly as they can for consumers 
and all stakeholders involved.  Specifically, employers are seeking guidance on how 
retirees, unions, temporary, part-time, or seasonal workers, workers here from other 
countries for summer employment, and others will interact with and access the 
exchanges. The more lead time employers have guidance on provisions that involve 
employers and transactions affecting employees and retirees, the easier it will be for them 
to plan for the changes and implement them in time. 
 
Given the current law, wherever possible, we urge you to require exchanges to adopt 
national standards and uniform processes wherever state-by-state variation would add 
costs and complexity without adding significant incremental value.  These areas include 
risk adjustment mechanisms, plan quality and efficiency standards, and data and process 
standards for common transactions including eligibility and enrollment and all of the 
interactions with employers. 
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The National Business Group on Health represents over 325 companies, including many 
of America’s largest employers (66 of the Fortune 100) who voluntarily provide health 
benefits and other health programs to over 55 million American employees, retirees, and 
their families. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with you on this process. Please contact me or 
Steven Wojcik, the National Business Group on Health’s Vice President of Public Policy, 
at (202) 558-3012, if you would like to discuss our comments in more detail. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Helen Darling 
President  
 
cc:  
Oklahoma Commissioner of Insurance John Doak 
Other State Governors 
Other State and DC Insurance Commissioners  
Mr. Dan Crippen, Executive Director, National Governors Association  
Ms. Therese M. (Terri) Vaughan, Chief Executive Officer, National Association of 
Insurance Commissioners 
Mr. Steve Larsen, Director, Office of Insurance Exchanges, Center for Consumer 
Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 
Mr. Joel Ario, Director, Office of Insurance Exchanges, CCIIO 
The Honorable Donald M. Berwick, M.D., Administrator, CMS 
Ms. Marilyn B. Tavenner, Principal Deputy Administrator, CMS 
Ms. Nancy-Ann DeParle, Deputy Chief of Staff, The White House 
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services 
 
Enclosure: Model for State Exchanges 
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Model for State Exchanges 
 
 


Business Group Interest in Exchanges and Relevant Experience 
 
Business Group members have experiences and lessons learned as they continually strive 
to be as effective and efficient as they can in the administration of health care benefits for 
employees and plan participants. 
 


• Expertise:  The model reflects our members’ experience in spurring plan 
innovation and operating company-level “exchanges.” The Business Group 
represents the nation's leading private- and public-sector employer purchasers of 
health care benefits who are among the nation's leading innovators driving 
improvements in quality, safety and health care outcomes. In addition, because of 
their size, many large Business Group employers have operated “exchanges” for 
their own employees as they select from among a set of plan options during 
annual open enrollment periods. 


 
• Alignment:  The Business Group has a strong interest in assuring that the 


exchanges pursue strategies that are aligned with the innovative purchasing 
approaches of its members.  For over 35 years, our large employer members have 
been strongly committed to ensuring quality, safe health care and investing in 
wellness programs, and benefits that actually improve the health of employees 
and their dependents.  Assuring that the exchanges foster these health care quality 
improvements will reinforce our efforts to positively impact the health of all 
Americans. 


 
o Business Group members provide health care benefits in the same 


markets, through many of the same plans and providers, as the future 
exchanges.  If we want to transform care and, in particular, lower spending 
and greatly improve quality, safety, and health outcomes, all participants 
in that system, employer purchasers, plans, and exchanges alike, need to 
pursue aligned strategies to reduce total costs of health care by improving 
the effectiveness and efficiency of health care delivery. 


 
o Business Group members and other employers may interact with the 


exchanges, in the short-term if they have eligible employees (full-time or 
part-time), dependents or retirees, beginning in 2014, and participate in 
later years, after 2017, if the States choose. Business Group members are 
deeply concerned about assuring that their employees and family members 
get the best, clinically appropriate care at a sustainable cost.  That 
assurance of value is particularly important as eligible employees, retirees 
and family members may qualify for coverage in the exchanges even if 
employers do not participate in the exchanges. 
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Guiding Principles for Establishing and Operating Exchanges  
 
The design of the exchanges is a critical component in the operation and ultimate success 
of the Affordable Care Act’s provisions to expand access to coverage.  It also presents an 
opportunity as a vehicle to change the payment and delivery of care to assure that all 
people, whether covered through the exchanges, other government programs, employers 
and other private payers, receive much more effective and efficient care than we currently 
receive. To achieve these aims, the Business Group proposes several principles reflected 
in this model and which we urge should guide future policy decisions. 
 
Focus on value:  If we want to make health care affordable for employers, individuals, 
families, and the government, the exchanges must adopt, as their primary mission, a 
focus on value.  That means reducing the total cost of coverage and care (for both the 
plans and the participants and for plans and people outside the exchanges) and increasing 
the effectiveness, quality and safety of patient-centered care for all. 
 
Be highly active purchasers:  HHS must ensure that exchanges do not become passive 
facilitators or only "portals" for individuals and employers to select health care coverage.  
The exchanges must assume a strong role as active purchasers, not only for the exchange 
enrollees, but to align with other purchasers in the community to help providers become 
more effective and efficient in care delivery.   
 
Standardize operations:  HHS must standardize the operations of exchanges for 
employers, individuals and health plans wherever possible.  Employers that operate in 
more than one state should not have to confront a confusing array of different rules 
among the exchanges in which their employees seek care.  In addition, the federal 
government should only certify exchanges with high quality and very capable health 
information technology systems.  
 
Provide clarity, transparency and simplification:  HHS should ensure that the exchange 
policies and the health plans are clear to consumers, employers, the States and the federal 
government.  That calls for clarity and simplicity.  HHS should not micromanage 
participating health plans; but rather, provide a clear focus on innovative purchasing and 
a value agenda for health care in the community.  
 
Ensure accountability:  HHS should also structure exchanges to promote provider and 
plan accountability for the cost and quality of the coverage and care offered.  The 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that 29 million Americans will receive 
coverage through the exchanges by 2019, including 5 million with employment-based 
coverage, at an annual cost to federal taxpayers of more than $100 billion per year for 
premium assistance tax credits and cost sharing subsidies. That demands accountability, 
and the resources and expertise to meet that level of accountability. 
 
To assure state accountability, the States implementing exchanges should adopt a project 
manager approach typically used by large businesses implementing large-scale change 
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with lots of moving parts and long-term consequences.  Such individuals can anticipate 
lead times and provide a valuable contact point for stakeholders such as the employer 
community, and assure responsibility and ultimate accountability.   
 
Deter cost shifting onto private payers: Exchanges must fairly reflect actual costs so they 
do not shift additional costs onto employers or employees or through the exchanges’ 
assessments or user fees on participating health insurance issuers for increased provider 
costs, additional state benefits or administrative costs, particularly when the exchanges 
become self-sufficient on January 1, 2015. 
 
Practice continuous learning/improvement:  Exchanges must focus on an ongoing process 
of continuous learning and improvement subject to evaluation and adaptation.  This is 
largely a new enterprise, and even with a strong degree of national standardization, the 
States may take many different approaches in the exchanges with different capacities for 
management.  HHS needs to couple rigorous standards with a process to evaluate, learn 
lessons from the successes and failures, starting with learning from the experiences with 
already existing state, local, and private exchanges, including employers’ internal 
exchanges for their employees, and revise policy nationally and at the State level. 


 5







NATIONAL  BUSINESS  GROUP  ON  HEALTH 
 
 
 


Specific Recommendations for State Exchanges 
 
Organizational Form 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  STATES SHOULD SET UP NON-PROFIT ENTITIES 
TO ADMINISTER EXCHANGES RATHER THAN SET UP NEW STATE 
AGENCIES OR HOUSE EXCHANGES IN EXISTING STATE AGENCIES 
 
The Business Group's experience is that while government needs to play a strong role in 
setting and enforcing the "rules of the road," independent, non-profit entities, and 
comparable health care benefit purchasing entities, accountable to their States and staffed 
by people with specific, relevant experience relevant to operating effective model health 
insurance exchanges are best equipped to administer and implement the exchanges. 
However, non-profit exchanges may contract with for-profit entities with successful 
records performing the functions outlined in our guiding principles for establishing and 
operating exchanges. 
 
We also favor non-profit entities over state agencies because state contracting 
requirements are complex, expensive and administratively cumbersome. When states 
create new offices in state agencies, employers and others who have to deal with them 
often get passed back and forth between agencies within states’ Departments of 
Insurance, working under the constraints of a number of rules and bureaucratic 
requirements.  As a result it often takes a long time to receive a response which 
significantly impacts the cost and planning design of employer-sponsored benefits.  
 
We also base our recommendation for states to set up non-profit entities to administer the 
exchanges because of the need for strong, activist exchanges as set out in our 
principles—a role that will require flexibility and adaptability in contracting and staffing 
that is difficult for many governmental entities to achieve. Non-profit entities are also 
more immune from political influence than state agencies and the model exchange also 
needs protection from political pressures, provider interests, or pressure from advocacy 
groups. Exchanges in our model would be called on to make important but difficult 
choices, such as negotiating with powerful interests, dropping health plans, and driving a 
value agenda.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  WHEREVER POSSIBLE STATES SHOULD ALWAYS 
CONSIDER AND ESTABLISH MULTISTATE REGIONAL EXCHANGES AND 
COORDINATE EXCHANGE FUNCTIONS WITH OTHER STATES TO 
INCREASE THE EFFICIENCY OF RESOURCE USE, SAVE MONEY AND 
ENSURE MORE SEAMLESS EXCHANGE PARTICIPATION FOR FAMILIES 
AND EMPLOYERS WHO HAVE MEMBERS IN MULTIPLE STATES OR WHO 
MOVE. 
 
Should states decide to coordinate exchange functions with other states or join regional, 
multistate exchanges; it also may be harder to do if states create new agencies or house 
the exchanges within existing state agencies. Historically, states talking to other states 
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does not work, which could complicate the regional exchange model. Non-profit entities 
may make it easier for states to work together with other states on exchanges.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGE GOVERNANCE BOARDS SHOULD 
INCLUDE INDEPENDENT PLAN ADMINISTRATORS, AT LEAST 1 MULTI-
STATE LARGE EMPLOYER PLAN SPONSOR, REPRESENT MULTIPLE 
STAKEHOLDERS AND BE MULTI-DISCIPLINARY WITH EXPERTS IN THE 
DIFFERENT FUNCTIONS OF THE EXCHANGES  
 
The model exchange’s governance board should be multi-disciplinary and represent 
multiple stakeholders—similar to Massachusetts’.  Massachusetts’ Health Connector 
includes stakeholders from the actuarial and consulting fields for the health care 
financing industry, union funds, experts from the economic and public health sector, the 
state’s group insurance commission and other state government agencies. We recommend 
adding to this list of members of exchange governance boards to include, at a minimum, 
independent plan administrators with experience in managing health care plans and at 
least 1 multi-state large employer plan sponsor to assure that the exchanges are run as 
effective health care purchasers and succeed in providing effective, affordable and 
efficient coverage to exchange plan enrollees. 
 
The governance board should also include stakeholders with specific experience in the 
core functions, oversight responsibilities and criteria for the certification of health plans 
defined in the Affordable Care Act. It should include stakeholders with experience in 
certification, recertification and decertification of plans; operation of toll-free hotlines; 
presentation of enrollee satisfaction survey results; establishing open enrollment periods; 
establishing network adequacy and information on the availability of in-network and out-
of-network providers; quality improvement and reporting; and providing timely 
information to consumers.  
 
The governance board standards for conflicts of the interest should not automatically 
exclude experts vital to creating effective, efficient exchanges.  In many cases, they are 
the people who know how to operate exchanges and the functions that will be critical to 
the exchanges.  Large employer plans and insurers have a lot to offer.  Exchanges should 
take advantage of their expertise. 
 
Operating Model 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  ALL EXCHANGES SHOULD BE HIGHLY ACTIVE 
PURCHASERS OF HEALTH CARE AND REQUIRE PARTICIPATING PLANS 
TO BE HIGHLY ACTIVE PURCHASERS AS WELL 
 
Exchanges should not become passive facilitators or only "portals" or “clearinghouses” 
for individuals and small employers to select health care coverage.  The exchanges must 
assume strong roles as active purchasers, not only for the exchange enrollees, but to 
align, to the extent they can by law, with other purchasers in the community and 
encourage exchange plans to be active purchasers as well. 
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Exchanges must orient their focus on the value equation noted before.  Specifically, 
exchanges should try to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of health care providers, 
particularly hospitals and physician specialists, and encourage participating plans to do 
the same to improve efficiency and effectiveness of care for all, including enrollees, 
people covered outside the exchanges, and all other payers. 
 


• Standard setters:  HHS should provide guidance for exchanges, including setting 
national standards for the cost and quality of care and enforce those standards 
through both health plan participation requirements and encourage plans to do so 
in their payment policy.  Exchanges must not let every health plan participate—
this is not an "any willing plan" model.  However, exchanges should allow all 
plans that meet certification requirements to participate rather than limiting 
access to plans selected by the exchanges.  Exchanges should evaluate plans 
based on price, the ability of the plan and its providers to lower total costs in the 
system, eliminate waste and overuse and improve quality, safety, patient-
centeredness and service.   


 
• Negotiators:  Exchanges must adopt approaches dealing with total costs and 


benefits with plans seeking to offer coverage.  Policy leaders need to recognize 
that what is driving total costs and premiums is use of services and provider fees.  
The latter is particularly problematic in areas where some hospital systems and 
physician specialty groups hold market leverage.  Plans can have competitive 
terms for administrative services, marketing, and distribution costs and profit or 
operating margins, but until we find ways to change the use of services through 
better health and alternative services, we will not control costs.  The exchanges 
must maintain a rigorous focus, well beyond premiums and administrative costs, 
on reducing the total costs of care in the health care system by: 


 
o Driving down underlying costs; 
o Eliminating cost shifting to other payers; 
o Taking waste and overuse out of the system; 
o Focusing relentless attention on quality and safety; 
o Incorporating efficient and effective innovations in the delivery of care 


(primary care models, convenience care clinics, hospice care for end of life, 
appropriate use of nurse practitioners, etc.); and 


o Addressing administrative costs of health plans and providers. 
 


All of these actions will help reduce the “spend” for both the plan and the plan member, 
including premiums and out-of-pocket costs at the point of service. 


 
Using market leverage to reduce costs for exchange coverage by shifting costs to 
people outside the exchanges and to employer plans and insurers outside the 
exchanges would only be an illusory achievement that would do nothing to help our 
nation as a whole to reduce its unsustainable health care spending trajectory.   
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• Drivers of efficiency and preventing cost-shifting: The exchange administrators 


(governance boards) should know whether plans are meeting their premium 
targets through efficiencies or whether they are meeting them by offsetting losses 
through subsidies from other payers (cost-shifting). The exchanges should 
measure initially and on an ongoing basis changes in cost shifting as a result of 
the exchanges using a measure similar to the Commercial Index Ratio (CIR) to 
measure the degree of cost shifting onto patients, employers and other health 
plans. CIR measures the ratio of private payments to Medicare payments for 
specific services.  Whatever measures exchanges choose, they should demonstrate 
constant or declining levels of cost-shifting. In its analysis of the effectiveness of 
the exchanges, HHS should evaluate the degree to which providers shift costs 
onto private payers. Unless HHS’ analysis goes beyond the plans to the providers, 
it may not show that cost-shifting has occurred. For example, plans in the 
exchanges may have similar rates in and out of the exchanges and may not show 
any evidence of cost-shifting, but hospital systems that contract with plans’ in the 
exchange may shift costs to other payers (employer plans, etc.).  HHS’ analysis 
should also take into account the potential for cost shifting as a result of the 
impact of compliance with the medical loss ratio (MLR) requirements.  HHS 
should share the results with the public and plan administrators and take action, if 
necessary, against provider networks contracting with exchange plans or with 
delinquent plans themselves by denying them certification, assessing fines, or 
providing them with a short-window to become compliant.  


 


• Benefit design innovators: The model exchange should also emulate employer 
plan design, purchasing and consumer engagement strategies by requiring 
“qualified health plans” to do the following:  
 
1. Plan Design 
• Use plan design to drive evidence-based care and consumer engagement; 
• Cover services provided in alternative care settings, e.g., onsite clinics, retail 


clinics; 
• Use behavioral economics to support engagement strategies; and 
• Selectively use incentives, for example: 


o Based on satisfying participation requirements, e.g., participate in 
more activities (health assessment, biometric screening, disease 
management; program, etc.) and/or complete programs (health 
coaching, weight management, etc.); and 


o Impose surcharges for tobacco and inappropriate ER use. 
 


2. Purchasing 
• Source best in class providers, e.g., Centers of Excellence; 
• Emphasize primary care; 
• Promote transparency of cost and quality information; and 
• Pilot new payment models. 
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3. Consumer/Patient Information 
• Invest in patient decision aids and online decision-support tools providing 


information that can be seen by both employees and benefit advisors on their 
computers in order to support shared decision making, e.g., expert medical 
consultations and health coaches in order to create a successful exchange 
experience; 


• Rate plans for patient satisfaction using measures from the Hospital Consumer 
Assessment of Healthcare Provider and Systems (HCAHPs) survey; 


• Leverage social networks in populations, e.g., healthy pregnancy, and in 
wellness through physical activity and weight loss competitions; and 


• Utilize outreach management systems that send automated customizable 
communication materials such as welcome kits, enrollment guides, reminder 
postcards, emails, confirmation statements, and certified letters to exchange 
participants. Additionally, exchanges should use telephone systems that can 
notify participants of upcoming events with auto-dialed, pre-recorded 
messaging.  


 
Exchanges should also encourage, and where appropriate, require health plans to 
implement value-based benefit design (VBBD). VBBDs factor in the effectiveness of 
services and the effectiveness and efficiency of providers in determining coverage, 
provider payments, and plan participants’ cost-sharing.  Plans use these tools to help 
assure that plan participants receive quality services and lower cost.  For example, 
Consumer’s Medical Resources worked with one large employer to implement medical 
decision support tools to engage employees and families diagnosed with serious, complex 
illnesses (3.5% of the population, driving 51% of costs) to make more informed care 
decisions.  They wanted to reduce variation from best practices and unnecessary care 
(25% of surgeries unnecessary).  As a result, they saved an estimated $1.7 million in 
direct costs (not counting productivity savings and other potential savings). 
 
In addition, as active purchasers, the exchanges should also encourage coverage of 
evidence-based preventive services. 
 
Exchanges should also promote as much innovation as possible.  For example, reference-
based pricing is a growing benefit design that exchanges should encourage.  In addition, 
the model exchange should incorporate best practices from high performing providers—
for example, the Department of Veterans Affairs’ efforts to reduce healthcare-acquired 
infections (HAIs) and improve provider quality. 
 


• Managers of enrollment and consumer choice:  Exchanges must actively manage 
the choices available, and the processes through which employers and individuals 
participate.  Consistent with the exchange role as standard setters, exchanges must 
focus on real choice among a selected number of plans and models, and not just 
make available a large and confusing multiplicity of insurance products. We also 
recommend the exchanges permit more than two plan types—beyond just 
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individual or family—and permit plans that tier based on the number of 
dependents. In addition, exchanges should include Health Savings Account 
(HSA)-qualified consumer-directed health plans (CDHP) as plan options.   


 
• Monitors:  Exchanges must track and monitor the performance of the participating 


plans and providers and the cost and quality of the care to enrollees. The 
exchanges also need to minimize the disruption to consumers and employees who 
lose access to the providers who participated in their previous plans, but will not 
participate in the exchange plans’ provider networks and for people switching 
plans both in and out of the exchanges as their status changes.  


 
RECOMMENDATION:  STANDARDIZE ACROSS ALL STATES ALL 
PROCESSES AND TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING CONSUMERS AND 
EMPLOYERS IN THE INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL BUSINESS EXCHANGES 
 
The exchanges should be vehicles for simplification of a complex array of transactions 
for employers and consumers.  These transactions include employee and/or employer 
plan selection through a “secure portal”; plan enrollment; processing employer and 
individual contributions (including HSA payments for the unemployed and those on 
COBRA); eligibility for and processing of tax credits for small employers; processing tax 
credits and cost sharing support for qualifying individuals; determining employer free 
rider assessments; seamless enrollment in Medicaid and the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (SCHIP); continuity of coverage rules, and transitioning participants 
moving among Medicaid, SCHIP, and private coverage as eligibility status changes with 
changes in income or circumstance.  Employers, plans and all stakeholders would also 
find it easier to interact with the exchanges with uniform terminology, technology and 
processes. For example, the federal government should provide a standard definition and 
treatment of qualifying events for exchange coverage.  
 
Processing Employer and Individual Contributions and Tax Credits for Qualifying 
Individuals  
 
Employers support an electronic interface with a “secure portal” (preferably with one 
access point rather than 50 separate ones that state exchanges and employers can 
access)—similar to the federal government’s data collections for the Retiree Drug 
Subsidy (RDS), Early Retirement Reinsurance Program (ERRP), and other programs 
since employees’ tax subsidies will be based on their incomes, and employers will only 
be submitting a portion of the information required to determine employees’ eligibility 
(their current salaries). Without one standardized access point to act as a data integrator 
for exchanges, employers and the federal government, employers would likely need to 
create all new interfaces and departments to manage the data exchange with 50 
potentially different formats.  
 
The exchanges should use the one “secure portal” to send pertinent information back to 
employers—giving them the ability to pick up the information and load it into their 
payroll systems, take deductions and pay these funds back into the exchanges, identify 
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employees who are specifically eligible for exchange coverage and where and when 
employers would need to pay applicable free rider penalties. Most employers’ 
payroll/benefits systems include information on employers’ cost by coverage type, the 
amounts covered by employers and employees, employees’ current employment status 
and their selected coverage. The exchanges should also recognize that employees and 
dependents could elect different plans, creating reporting challenges. 
 
Employers and exchanges would also prefer to use the “secure portal” to transmit 
information back and forth in order to coordinate benefits between the exchanges and 
employers’ coverage. Employers will need to interact with the exchanges to access the 
level of coverage, coverage periods, etc. for employees to coordinate workers’ 
compensation, Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), disability benefits and a variety 
of other areas as well for exchange-eligible employees.  These processes too should be 
the same nationally, not differ by state. Employees could be on disability or FMLA and 
not have employees’ health care coverage because they have it through a working spouse 
or partner. Sufficient information on these benefits is vital to point employees in the 
correct directions when they have questions and to prevent dual coverage with workers’ 
compensation (since it also provides health care benefits). It will also ensure that 
employers know what elections have been made by any employees eligible for their 
coverage so that they can monitor their exposure for re-enrollment and their risk for 
shifting of claims to other programs (e.g., workers' compensation or long term disability) 
when the corporate programs offer better coverage than the exchange plans their 
employees enroll in. The federal government should consider modeling the interactions 
and benefits coordination between the exchanges and employer plans on the earlier 
employer voluntary data sharing agreements (VDSA) under the IRS/SSA/CMS Data 
Match project to eliminate the administrative burden on employers and the exchanges, 
dual payments and improve service to both employees and exchange participants. 
 
Uniform processes will also make it easier for people who move to different states, live 
part of the year in different states, or have families that straddle state borders and 
participate in more than one exchange (e.g. Maryland, Virginia, and the District of 
Columbia) to understand the coverage options available in the exchanges, how the 
exchanges work and any transitions between plans. For example, uniform processes and 
clarification from the federal government will help these employees and their employers 
determine when coverage begins (immediately or on the first of the next month) for 
employees who move from one state to another in the middle of a calendar month and 
then join exchange-based plans. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EMPLOYERS NEED AT LEAST 9 MONTHS OF LEAD 
TIME TO KNOW SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMUNICATING 
NOTICES FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR THE EXCHANGES AND TAX CREDITS TO 
EMPLOYEES  
 
The exchanges should consult with and share communications on the exchanges with 
employers’ benefits departments.  Employees are still likely to refer to their employers’ 
benefits departments for questions on the rules for the exchanges and the exchange plans. 
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The exchanges should provide employers with FAQs and scripts for responding to 
questions so that employers can respond appropriately to questions from employees.  
Employees will still ask their employers questions even though the exchanges will 
determine eligibility for both tax credits and exchange coverage. At a minimum, 
employers will need 9 months to plan for their plans’ call centers to learn new scripts and 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to respond to questions that employees may have 
about the exchanges and their potential eligibility. 
 
They will need at least 9 months lead time to know specific requirements for notifying 
employees of their potential eligibility for tax credits and exchange coverage. The federal 
government should provide draft notices and materials well before the beginning of 
employers’ 9 month preparations.  
 
Including the notices in employers’ open enrollment materials seems like a natural time 
to notify employees of their potential eligibility for tax credits and exchange coverage 
rather than March 1, 2013 as prescribed in the law.  The early notice does not seem to 
provide any benefit to employees who are eligible since exchange coverage would not 
begin before January 1, 2014. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EMPLOYERS NEED TO KNOW SPECIFIC DATES 
AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDING DATA ON THE VALUE OF PLAN 
COVERAGE AND EMPLOYEE COSTS FOR COVERAGE TO EXCHANGES 
FOR CALCULATING EMPLOYEES’ ELIGIBILITY FOR TAX CREDITS AND 
ACCESS TO THE EXCHANGES  
 
Employers also need to know specific information for calculating the actuarial value of 
their plans and reporting this information along with the amounts employees pay in 
premiums so that exchanges can determine whether or not the employees qualify for tax 
credits for exchange coverage. 
 
The federal government needs to provide employers with specific guidance on what 
employers, plans or actuaries and consultants need to do to determine the value of their 
coverage. 
 
Risk Adjustment 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD OUTLINE 
RISK ADJUSTMENT METHODS THAT ALL EXCHANGES MUST USE TO 
ASSURE ACTUARIAL SOUNDNESS.  FURTHERMORE, THE REGULATIONS 
SHOULD REQUIRE THAT EACH EXCHANGE OBTAIN INDEPENDENT 
ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION OF THE SOUNDNESS OF THEIR PLAN 
REQUIREMENTS AND RATING RULES 
 
The future federal guidance on risk adjustment will be one of the most important factors 
in determining the ultimate success of the exchanges.  There are only a limited amount of 
ways to risk adjust correctly. Some states’ previous difficulty in applying risk adjustment 
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suggests that the federal government should develop the risk adjustment formulae options 
and not leave it up to the states. We believe that national standards and methods are 
preferable. 
 
We further advocate that HHS require each exchange to obtain independent certification 
of the actuarial soundness of its risk corridors, plan requirements, rating areas, risk 
adjustment, and reinsurance rules from the American Academy of Actuaries, the Office 
of the Actuary of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), or a similar 
independent actuarial body.  Such certification will benefit all participants, including the 
states, consumers, employers, insurers, providers, and the federal taxpayers.  We will all 
benefit in assuring the long-term viability of the exchanges. 
 
Performance Measures 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGES SHOULD REQUIRE THAT ALL 
EXCHANGES USE THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR QUALITY 
ASSURANCE’S (NCQA) HIGHEST RATING FOR ACCREDITATION—
“EXCELLENT”—AS THE STANDARD FOR PLANS PARTICIPATING IN THE 
EXCHANGES 
 
The National Business Group on Health was pleased that the Affordable Care Act directs 
the HHS Secretary to develop a health plan rating system.  The opportunity presents itself 
to set high standards for quality and service for plans seeking access to this large new 
market.  If the Department does not focus on these standards now it will be difficult, if 
not impossible, to implement them in the exchanges in the future. NCQA implemented 
health plan ratings used by employers, individuals and government years ago.  
States should require NCQA’s highest accreditation standards - "Excellent" - for 
plans in the exchanges. 
 
Where using the highest standard permits a significant choice of plans, exchanges should 
use the NCQA “Excellent” standard as the threshold for participation.  Where using this 
standard would result in limited choice of plans in the model exchange, exchanges should 
adopt the next highest NCQA standard, but require that plans meet the “Excellent” 
standard within 2 years.  Because plans would have almost 3 years before this takes 
effect, 5 years to get to “Excellent,” such a requirement is reasonable and achievable.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGE PLANS SHOULD USE THE WIDELY 
ACCEPTED NATIONAL QUALITY FORUM (NQF) ENDORSED QUALITY 
MEASURES TO EVALUATE PROVIDERS’ PERFORMANCE  
 
Plans in the model exchange should rate providers based on NQF standards for quality 
and efficiency. Exchanges must set high standards for the networks of providers that 
serve the enrollees with QHPs, to aggressively manage these total costs of care.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EXCHANGES SHOULD RATE PLANS FOR 
CONSUMER SATISFACTION USING THE HOSPITAL CONSUMER 
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ASSESSMENT OF HEALTHCARE PROVIDER AND SYSTEMS (HCAHPS) 
SURVEY AND REPORT RESULTS IN A USER FRIENDLY WAY 
 
The exchanges must provide consumer-friendly and easy-to-understand quality rating 
systems—otherwise consumers will not use them.  A key example comes from Utah’s 
consumer exchange into the model exchange (keep it simple, don’t overwhelm 
consumers with to many choices, make sure employers and employees understand how it 
works, etc.). CMS’ star rating system for Medicare Advantage plans may also serve as a 
useful reference. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD REQUIRE 
ALL EXCHANGES AND PARTICIPATING PLANS TO ADOPT HHS DATA 
AND HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS, REQUIRE 
INDEPENDENT AUDITS OF EXCHANGE OPERATIONS AND 
ADMINISTRATION, AND THAT EXCHANGES WORK WITH PRIVATE 
PAYERS AND THE CENTER FOR MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 
INNOVATION (CMMI) 
 
It will be essential that exchanges and the participating plans adopt current HHS 
standards for health information technology and data collecting and sharing standards.  
This requirement will help accelerate the transition of our entire health care system to 
electronic information and facilitate improving its effectiveness and efficiency. 
 
The federal government should also require independent external audits of the state 
exchanges on their performance on quality measures, ability to minimize administrative 
costs, etc.  
 
The exchanges represent a remarkable opportunity for collaboration.  The exchanges can 
and should work with other purchasers in the community, including business and other 
government purchasers, such as the new Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation 
(CMMI), to assure aligned incentives for the entire health delivery community.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  EVERY EXCHANGE SHOULD APPOINT A CHIEF 
VALUE OFFICER TO MAINTAIN ORGANIZATIONAL FOCUS ON THE 
VALUE OF EXCHANGE AND HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
 
The Chief Value Officer (CVO) will ensure that the exchanges focus on the “value” of 
health care services. The CVO should report to the governance board of the exchange or 
the HHS Secretary when no state based exchanges exist. On a quarterly basis, the CVO 
should report on the value of hospital, physician and medical services based on a cost 
value analysis and the latest clinical comparative effectiveness research. Most large 
companies use a Chief Risk Officer for audits, which exchanges should emulate for this 
new function. Small exchanges may not have the resources for a CVO and the federal 
government should allow these exchanges to independently contract out this function. 
The CVO should also provide an estimated impact of the “essential health benefit” 
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requirements and any additional state mandates on the value of plans in the model 
exchange.   
 
The CVO will have a lead role in assuring that exchanges advance the value agenda.  The 
value agenda and active purchaser model set out in the Business Group's principles 
require standards that focus on quality and the reducing total costs of care: 


 
o Estimating the Total Costs of Care: Exchanges must aggressively negotiate the 


administrative and marketing costs that command so much current attention. 
However, at the most, these costs represent 15-20 percent of premium costs in the 
current market.  It is the other 80-85 percent of costs—the cost of health care 
services, especially hospital care and certain physician specialties and subspecialties 
as well as diagnostic imaging—that require the most attention.   


 
o Utilizing Technology and Decision Support Tools to Ensure Effective Choices: CVOs 


should incorporate on-line calculators and offer plan quoting, side-by-side 
comparisons and online decision support tools (Rx, Medical out-of-pocket costs) seen 
by both employees on their computers and exchange benefit advisors working for the 
CVOs. These tools would enable participants to evaluate their choice of coverage 
based on benefits, price, prescriptions, doctor of choice, and predicted out-of-pocket 
costs.  


 
o Reducing Waste: As part of the value agenda and active purchaser model, exchanges 


should also set specific targets for the QHPs for reducing waste and overuse in the 
system.  Here again, the focus is not just administrative waste, but wasteful health 
care spending as well. 


 
State Choices 
 


• Regional exchanges or interstate coordination of certain exchange functions 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  WHEREVER POSSIBLE, STATES SHOULD 
CONSIDER AND ESTABLISH REGIONAL EXCHANGES AND COORDINATE 
EXCHANGE FUNCTIONS WITH OTHER STATES  


 
This action will not only increase the efficiency of resource use and likely save money, 
but will also ensure more seamless exchange participation for families and employers 
who have members in multiple states or who move.   


 
• Whether to establish 50 employees as the cutoff for small group plans until 2016   


 
RECOMMENDATION:  SINCE SOME STATES HAVE A 100 EMPLOYEE 
DEFINITION FOR THE SMALL GROUP MARKET, STATE FLEXIBILITY IN 
DETERMINING THE CUTOFF WOULD MINIMIZE DISRUPTION OF THE 
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MARKET FOR STATES HAVING THE HIGHER CUTOFF IN THEIR 
CURRENT SMALL GROUP MARKET 


 
In addition, the larger size limit will help assure a more stable risk pool for exchanges.   
 


• Whether to require addition benefits beyond the “essential health benefits” 
package 


 
RECOMMENDATION:  WE STRONGLY URGE THAT STATES NOT ADD 
ADDITIONAL BENEFIT REQUIREMENTS AND URGE HHS TO ESTABLISH 
A MORATORIUM ON STATE MANDATES FOR EXCHANGE COVERAGE 
FOR AT LEAST 5 YEARS AND CONSIDER A PERMANENT BAN SINCE THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL BE PERIODICALLY REVIEWING AND 
UPDATING “ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFIT” REQUIREMENTS THAT ALL 
PLANS IN EXCHANGES MUST ADOPT 
 
To the extent permitted by law, the moratorium will help exchanges focus on operational 
and startup issues without pressure from provider and other groups to add benefits.  Such 
a moratorium will also promote national uniformity.  Moreover, because the law creates 
new authority for HHS to define “essential health benefits”, state mandates would be 
unnecessary and redundant.  


 
Exchanges should also follow California’s exchange legislation which prohibits their 
exchange from creating a liability for the state’s General Fund, which effectively 
precludes it from recognizing state benefit requirements that exceed the federal 
government’s “essential health benefits.” 
 
If exchanges require plans to cover state mandated benefits, it should only do so at the 
beginning of a plan year because mid-year changes are too disruptive.  Furthermore, 
before exchanges can adopt benefit mandates, they should conduct an independent 
economic assessment of their impact on exchange participants’ and plan costs. 
 


• Whether to establish a competitive bidding process for plans 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  GIVEN THAT PLANS WILL BE OPERATING UNDER 
STRICT MINIMUM LOSS RATIO REQUIREMENTS, WITH CONSIDERABLY 
NARROWER RATING BANDS, AND WITH A HOST OF PRICE AND 
QUALITY TRANSPARENCY AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, AS WELL 
AS GUARANTEED ISSUE AND GUARANTEED RENEWAL, PLAN PRICES 
WILL BE REASONABLE AND COMPETITIVE BIDDING WILL BE 
UNNECESSARY 
 
Competitive bidding will be unnecessary given that the Affordable Care Act subjects 
plans to a host of quality and efficiency rating requirements—a rating system developed 
by the HHS Secretary for qualified health plans in each level of coverage (bronze, gold, 
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silver, platinum) on the basis of the relative quality and price, the MLR, and a number of 
insurance market reforms (guaranteed issue, guaranteed renewal, no rescissions, 
maximum premium variation by tobacco use (1.5:1) , age (3:1), family size, geography, 
actuarial value of the benefit, etc.) 
 
Moreover, competitive bidding could work against the goal of consumer choice if many 
plans decide to drop out because of the competitive bidding requirement. 


 
Finally, competitive bidding among plans does not get at the real cost issue in many 
places if all plans must negotiate and accept into their networks local hospital systems 
and specialty physician groups that have monopolistic positions in certain geographies.  It 
is better for exchanges and plans to focus on efficiency and effectiveness requirements 
for providers instead. 


 
• Whether to extend some or all of the exchange-specific regulations to the outside 


insurance market 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  GIVEN THE VARIABILITY AND DIFFERENT 
SPECIFICS OF EACH STATE’S INSURANCE MARKET, WE BELIEVE THAT 
THIS DECISION IS BEST LEFT TO THE STATES.  REQUIRING 
INDEPENDENT ACTUARIAL CERTIFICATION OF RULES WILL HELP 
ASSURE THE STABILITY OF BOTH THE EXCHANGES AND THE MARKETS 
OUTSIDE THE EXCHANGES AS WELL.  
 
Each state will factor in what rules are necessary to create a stable market in both the 
exchange and the outside market.   
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: New LAW - Virginia Passes NDAA Nullification Bill
Date: Friday, April 20, 2012 11:44:21 AM

 
 
From: Tenth Amendment Center
Sent: Friday, April 20, 2012 10:28 AM
To: Judy
Subject: New LAW - Virginia Passes NDAA Nullification Bill
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NEW LAW: Virginia will not
Comply with NDAA
On Wednesday, the Virginia legislature

overwhelmingly passed a law that forbids state

agencies from cooperating with any federal

attempt to exercise the indefinite detention

without due process provisions written into

sections 1021 and 1022 of the National Defense

Authorization Act.

READ OUR PRESS RELEASE HERE

Missouri House votes to
Nullify Obamacare
On April 19, 2012, HB:1534 passed the Missouri

House with a vote of 108 to 44! The bill “Declares

the federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Act as unauthorized by the United States

Constitution and creates criminal penalties for

persons enforcing or attempting to enforce the

act”

GET THE FULL REPORT AND ACTION ITEMS
HERE
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Arizona Next to Nullify
NDAA?
Just one day after Virginia became the first state

in the country to pass an NDAA Nullification bill –

refusing to comply with the federal government

on “indefinite detention” powers of Sections 1021

and 1022 of the National Defense Authorization

Act – the Arizona House voted to approve a

similar measure, moving that state one step

closer to being the 2nd in the nation.

FULL DETAILS HERE
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fw: New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 1:48:29 PM

----- Original Message -----
From: Marie Sanderson 
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 01:45 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@governor.state.ms.us>; vmariethomas

Cc: john.katz@alaska.gov <john.katz@alaska.gov>; russ.kelly@alaska.gov <russ.kelly@alaska.gov>;
lgromis  <lgromis ; macarter32  <macarter32 ; RSerote@az.gov
<RSerote@az.gov>; Adam.nordstrom  <Adam.nordstrom >;
JohnPatrick.Walsh  <JohnPatrick.Walsh >;
Rob.Jakubik  <Rob.Jakubik >; bfulenwider@georgia.gov
<bfulenwider@georgia.gov>; ehames@georgia.gov <ehames@georgia.gov>;
brandymarty03  <brandymarty03 >; dhiowa  <dhiowa >;
jabot10  <jabot10 >; jboeyink34  <jboeyink34 >;
travisrichmond  <travisrichmond >; wkloiber  <wkloiber >;
David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov <David.Hensley@gov.idaho.gov>; jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov
<jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov>; Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov <Tammy.Perkins@gov.idaho.gov>;
Andrew Silvestri; Katie Altshuler; JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov <JamieShuster@gov.sc.gov>;
tedpitts@gov.sc.gov <tedpitts@gov.sc.gov>; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us
<hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us>; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us
<bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us>; Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us <Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us>;
Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us <Wayne.Hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us>;
Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov <Honor.Ingels@governor.alabama.gov>;
michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov <michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov>; Candice Whitfield
<CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us>; eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov
<eric.finkbeiner@governor.virginia.gov>; Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov
<Jeannemarie.Davis@governor.virginia.gov>; kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov
<kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov>; Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov
<Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov>; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov <sirena.ramirez@guam.gov>;
debbie  <debbie >; griffin  <griffin >;
wstruble  <wstruble >; wags@la.gov <wags@la.gov>;
Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us <Renee.Fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us>; kristacarman
<kristacarman >; Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov <Will.Kinzel@mail.house.gov>;
mary.mayhew@maine.gov <mary.mayhew@maine.gov>; brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov
<brandi_white@mcconnell.senate.gov>; Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov
<Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov>; blackwellr2@michigan.gov <blackwellr2@michigan.gov>;
chadderdona@michigan.gov <chadderdona@michigan.gov>; mcbrideb@michigan.gov
<mcbrideb@michigan.gov>; muchmored@michigan.gov <muchmored@michigan.gov>;
tomichz@michigan.gov <tomichz@michigan.gov>; Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov
<Lauren.Hill@nebraska.gov>; brian@nevadadc.org <brian@nevadadc.org>; ryan@nevadadc.org
<ryan@nevadadc.org>; nguillemard <nguillemard >; sarah.echols
<sarah.echols >; Mike Schrimpf <mschrimpf@RGA.ORG>; Lindsay Russell
<lrussell >; Seth Levey <slevey >; ts@r  <ts >;
Bkanzeg  <Bkanzeg t>; aparis@state.pa.us <aparis@state.pa.us>;
jbranstett@state.pa.us <jbranstett@state.pa.us>; jmcallahan@state.pa.us <jmcallahan@state.pa.us>;
ktartaglia@state.pa.us <ktartaglia@state.pa.us>; rebmyers@state.pa.us <rebmyers@state.pa.us>;
Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us <Jim.Soyer@state.sd.us>; MKennicott@susana2010.com
<MKennicott@susana2010.com>; Mark.Cate@tn.gov <Mark.Cate@tn.gov>; Will.Cromer@tn.gov
<Will.Cromer@tn.gov>; Bnutt@tomcorbettforgovernor.com <Bnutt@tomcorbettforgovernor.com>;
RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov <RSPENDLOVE@utah.gov>; EMainigi  <EMainig >;
bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov <bill.kloiber@wisconsin.gov>; Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov
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<Carol.Statkus@wyo.gov>; katyoder 99  <katyoder_99 >;
pjpgator  <pjpgator >
Subject: FYI: New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-662-4147
mschrimpf@rga.org

New Republican Governors Mark 100 Days

Today marks 100 days since the last of the country’s new majority of Republican governors took office.
Already, these 18 new governors have made a profound impact on their states as well as the nation at-
large.

They have proven that true reform can occur despite opposition from well-funded, powerful interests
and have shown Washington that not only can deep-holed budgets be balanced without raising taxes,
but that it is possible to implement entitlement reform and restructure government’s long-term costs
and succeed. From education reform to fiscal and government reform, Republican governors are
providing unparalleled political leadership.

Below is a list of the new governors’ major initiatives and successes in their first 100 days:

Gov. Robert Bentley (AL)

·        Signed the Responsible Budgeting and Spending Act which revises the budgeting process for the
Education Trust Fund by allowing a “rolling reserve” process to make the Education Trust Fund resistant
to proration.

·        Working to implement health insurance exchanges that will increase competition and lower costs.

Gov. Rick Scott (FL)
·        Rejected federal high speed rail proposal.

o   Instead announced support of meaningful infrastructure projects like the dredging of the Port of
Miami - a project that will help create 33,000 jobs - to accommodate Post Panamax ships and increased
shipping that will result when the Panama Canal is expanded and free trade agreements with Colombia
and Panama are ratified.

·        Signed an executive order to freeze job-killing regulations and establish the Office of Fiscal
Accountability and Regulatory Reform to review all new rules.

o   This office has already identified more than 1000 unnecessary regulations that can be repealed.

·        Signed the Student Success Act into law, establishing a system to pay the best teachers more and
eliminate teacher tenure for new teachers.

·        Created a Drug Strike Force to attack illegal use of prescription drugs by targeting criminal
distributors.

·        Sold state-owned aircraft to reduce unnecessary state spending - one of the Governor’s campaign
promises

·        Job Creation: through Gov. Scott’s commitment to reduce the size, scope and cost of
government, as well as return savings to taxpayers through tax cuts, the Governor has enticed
companies like Bing Energy and Chromalloy to move operations to Florida and companies like Vision
Airlines to expand business in the Sunshine State.
Gov. Nathan Deal (GA)
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·        Signed an overhaul of the state's cash-strapped HOPE scholarship into law, which assists students
with their educational costs of attending college in Georgia.

·        Passed an $18.3 billion budget without controversy.

·        Earmarked $32 million in bond money for water infrastructure projects.

·        Improved accessibility, holding regular legislative office hours for lawmakers.

Governor Terry Branstad (IA)

·        Restored openness in state government:

o   Launched a weekly video "Ask the Gov" Question and Answer series

o   Revived weekly press conference after previous administrations abolished it

o   Webcast live every weekly news conference

o   Launched the "Call Gov. Branstad" show on WHO Radio

·        Opening Iowa back up for business

o   Signed an executive order rescinding burdensome RICE rule

o   Announced new businesses bringing hundreds of jobs to Iowa, including Alltech, Cargill and Valent
BioSciences Corporation.

o   Signed an executive order requiring a Jobs Impact Statement for every proposed rule so as to know
exactly the ramifications contained therein.

·        Improving the state’s finances:

o   Gov. Branstad insists on a biennial budget that balances with five-year revenue projections and
spends less than Iowa takes in each year.
Gov. Sam Brownback (KS)

·        Sweeping reform of state agencies to find efficiencies, reduce burdensome regulation and focus
on the core functions of state government.

o   Established Office of the Repealer to review state laws and regulations and identify those which are
unreasonable, unduly burdensome, duplicative, or contradictory.

o   Created Citizens Regulatory Review Board to review new rules and regulations proposed by state
agencies and provide the Governor with feedback on any concerns raised by its review.

o   Eliminated, streamlined and/or re-organized seven state agencies.

o   Streamlined state human resources and homeland security, ensuring efficiency, uniformity and cost-
effectiveness for state government agencies and cuts overhead costs.

·        Established Rural Opportunity Zones:

o   Designated 50 counties as “Rural Opportunity Zones” (ROZ), providing an income tax exemption for
certain out-of-state taxpayers who relocate to those counties; and authorizing the counties to
participate in a state-matching program to repay student loans of up to $15,000 for college graduates
who move to ROZ counties.

Gov. Paul LePage (ME)
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·        Expedited state repayments of a Medicaid debt to hospitals.

·        Agreed to allow the Maine Educational Loan Authority (MELA) to proceed with issuance of tax-
exempt student loan revenue bonds to fund student loans for the upcoming academic year.

·        Worked to remove unnecessary regulation, which will ease the burden on working families.

Gov. Rick Snyder (MI)

·       Fundamentally realigning the state’s tax structure to encourage investment and job creation.

·        Put in place tools to help the state and local governments reduce long-term costs.

·       Produced a budget plan that would cut taxes on businesses by more than $1.5 billion – including
the elimination of the Michigan Business Tax.

Gov. Susanna Martinez (NM)

·       Balanced the budget:

o   Governor Susana Martinez balanced a nearly-half billion dollar deficit she inherited upon taking office
without raising taxes.

o   Governor Martinez’s balanced budget cut unnecessary spending, allowing an increase in state
funding levels for top priorities like public education and healthcare for the most vulnerable citizens.

·        Education reform:

o   Governor Martinez worked with a bi-partisan group of legislators to pass a new school evaluation
system with overwhelming support. New Mexico schools will now be graded on an easy-to-understand
A-F scale, allowing parents to know how well their schools are serving their children and taxpayers to
know how effectively their tax dollars are spent. This legislation will also speed up the process of
assisting failing schools by targeting resources and providing additional help to struggling students.

·        Katie's Law:

o   This legislation will require a DNA sample from anyone arrested for a felony crime in New Mexico.
New Mexico now has one of the strongest versions of Katie's Law in the country, giving law
enforcement one of the best available tools to prevent crimes, convict criminals, and exonerate the
innocent.

o   Governor Martinez originally championed this legislation as a district attorney in 2006, but the bill
that eventually passed only required a sample to be taken for certain violent felony arrests.
Gov. Jack Dalrymple (ND)

·       Proposed budget includes cutting property and income taxes by $500 million and unprecedented
investments in infrastructure without borrowing money, while continuing to build the state’s reserves to
more than $1 billion.

·        Signed into law HB 1013, providing $100 million to help communities in North Dakota’s oil and
gas counties offset direct impacts created by the rapidly developing energy industry.

Gov. Brian Sandoval (NV)
·        Balanced the budget in the most challenging time in modern Nevada history.

·        Introduced comprehensive education reform package.

·        Improving government transparency and accessibility.
Gov. John Kasich (OH)
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·        Senate Bill 5 levels the playing field between taxpayers and the government workers who serve
them, while maintaining government employees‘ ability to collectively bargain on wages and working
conditions.

·        Governor Kasich’s Jobs Budget would balance an $8 billion deficit while preserving an $800
million tax cut for Ohio families.

·        JobsOhio was established through House Bill 1 and is a non-profit economic development
corporation that will work more effectively than Ohio’s current state-centered efforts to retain and
attract businesses.  JobsOhio will be managed by a board of directors who are leaders in the business
world, and because it is not a government entity, it will move at the speed of the market rather than at
the speed of statute.

·        Saving Jobs: Companies with major Ohio presences like American Greetings, Bob Evans, Diebold
and Goodyear have committed to remaining in the state – preserving 5,500 jobs – and the
unemployment rate has dropped below 9 percent for the first time in two years.

·        Common Sense Initiative (CSI): Led by Lt. Gov. Taylor, is already eliminating undue burdens on
business and helping Ohio companies grow and thrive.

·        Statewide Coordination in the Fight Against Opiate Abuse: Through the new Cabinet-level Opiate
Task Force will direct addiction prevention efforts across the state.  The task force has already led to the
raid of two pill mills where important evidence was collected that may assist in this effort.
Gov. Mary Fallin (OK)

·        Delivered landmark, comprehensive lawsuit-reform legislation:

o   By placing a hard cap of $350,000 on non-economic damages and pursuing other common-sense
legal reforms, Governor Fallin has helped to ensure that our legal system is fair to plaintiffs and victims
without the kind of “jackpot justice” that drives jobs out of state.

·        Cut Taxes:

o   Allowed the income tax trigger to take place, cutting income taxes in Oklahoma by roughly $120
million annually for businesses and individuals.

·        Brought more accountability to public schools:

o   Governor Fallin signed into law important legislation empowering the state superintendent and
eliminating “trial de novo,” a costly legal appeals process that makes it nearly impossible to terminate
ineffective teachers.

·        Continued the fight against ObamaCare and federal overreach:

o   The governor worked with Attorney General Scott Pruitt to ensure that the state of Oklahoma joined
other states in challenging the constitutionality of President Obama’s health care bill.

o   She has also agreed to refuse $54 billion in federal funds to ensure that Oklahoma cannot be tied to
ObamaCare.

Gov. Tom Corbett (PA)

·        Advocating For a Responsible Budget:

o   When Gov. Corbett came into office in January, Pennsylvania was faced with a $4.3 billion dollar
deficit.  His budget eliminates the deficit without raising taxes by reducing the cost of government.

·        The Fair Share Act:

o   Will end abusive and frivolous civil lawsuits that target parties with “deep pockets” instead of the
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defendants who are most culpable.

o   Has passed the House and is making its way through the Senate.

o   The measure will improve Pennsylvania’s economic climate and competitiveness.

·        Pushing for education reform:

o   Gov. Corbett’s plan includes school choice, merit pay, local property tax reform and giving school
districts the ability to furlough employees when economic conditions make it necessary.

Gov. Nikki Haley (SC)

·        Passed legislation that put more House and Senate votes on the record.

·        Took taxpayer cash away from the state's public television and arts operations.

·        Set in motion plans to deal with a soaring deficit in Medicaid programs and to restructure state
government.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard (SD)

·        Signed a balanced budget that completely eliminated the state’s structural deficit without raising
taxes or using one-time money.

·        Proposed and signed package of bills to increase state incentives for economic development.

Gov. Bill Haslam (TN)

·        Teacher tenure reform:

o   Changed probationary period from three to five years.

o   Included performance evaluations in tenure review.

o   Gave principals flexibility to keep teachers beyond five year period but not grant tenure.

·        Jobs4TN economic development strategy

o   Regionalized strategies and created target industry clusters where Tennessee already has a clear
competitive advantage.

o   Created ECD field director positions to be the region's 'ombudsman' for businesses.

o   Put focus more on turning Tennessee-based intellectual property from research hubs such as ORNL,
St. Jude and Vanderbilt into Tennessee jobs.

o   Restructured the Economic and Community Development office.

·        Budget proposal -- $1.8 billion less than previous years while still maintaining essential services.
Gov. Scott Walker (WI)

·        24,000 private sector jobs created, including 8,200 manufacturing jobs.

·        Eliminated state taxes on Health Savings Accounts.

·        Reformed Wisconsin’s litigation climate.

·        Signed relocation and economic development tax credit legislation.
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·        Providing tax relief for Wisconsin’s job creators: small businesses.

·        Transforming the Department of Commerce into the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation.

·        Enacted supermajority for passage of tax increase legislation.

·        Right-sizing state government with modest requests on state pension, health care.

·        Balancing Wisconsin’s FY 2011 Budget.

·        Proposed budget that balances $3.6 billion deficit and reduces the structural deficit to lowest point
in recent history.

·        Introduced 3rd Grade Reading Taskforce to make sure every Wisconsin 3rd grader can read at
grade level.

·        Aggressively marketed Wisconsin as “Open for Business” after massive Illinois tax increase.

Gov. Matt Mead (WY)

·        Began streamlining state government:

o   Governor Mead and the Republican Legislature combined two state agencies into a single agency.

o   Governor Mead cut salaries in his Office.

o   Reviewing all existing executive orders going back decades to remove any that are unnecessary or
irrelevant.

·        Finished the legislative session while continuing to maintain a surplus and put money into savings.

·        Successfully advocated for job creating initiatives that could bring new industries to Wyoming like
data centers.

·        Kept a tax exemption in place for manufacturers.

o   Shortly after signing that bill a new employer (Worthing Gestamp) announced they would build a
wind tower manufacturing facility in Wyoming.
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Daily Caller

Washington Times

CNS News

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: New rules authorize government to destroy Obama"s draft records
Date: Friday, May 11, 2012 9:22:59 AM

 
 
From: Washington Times247
Sent: Friday, May 11, 2012 3:29 AM
To: efarm
Subject: New rules authorize government to destroy Obama's draft records
 

. Times 24|7 . Get the Skinny - Times 24|7

Thursday, May 10, 2012

THE 24 SEVEN

Romney to court evangelicals at Falwell school

Mitt Romney's speech at Liberty

University this weekend will attempt

to shore up support among

evangelicals and consolidate the

Republican base. Read & Comment

New rules authorize government to destroy Obama's
draft records

Changes in the wording of Selective

Service System record-keeping

requirements, made days after the

opening of an investigation into the

alleged forgery of President

Obama’s Selective Service

registration form, are raising serious

questions. The status change of

federal records, like the requested draft registration records, from

“record copies” to “nonrecord copies” allows copies to be disposed.
Read & Comment

HHS clinic funds extend feds' reach into schools

As the U.S. Supreme Court mulls

the constitutionality of the

Democrats' Affordable Care Act, the

Obama administration is moving

ahead with plans to pour millions of

dollars into "school-based health

centers." Read & Comment

National Weekly

24|7 VIDEOS

Romney: ‘Aren’t there issues of

significance you want to talk about?'...

Play Video 

ABC's Roberts gets 'chills' thinking of

Obama... Play Video 
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Associated Press

Big Journalism

National Journal

National Journal

North Korea threatens to bolster nuclear arsenal

North Korea is threatening to bolster

its nuclear arsenal at any cost amid

worries that the country may

conduct a third atomic test soon.
Read & Comment

Soros gives Brock $1 million to dig dirt for media

This week, George Soros

announced he will be donating $100

million to support progressive

groups this cycle. One of the first

million-dollar donations will go to

American Bridge, an oppo-research

PAC set up by Media Matters

founder David Brock. Read &

Comment

Obama: Biden 'got out a little over his skis’ on gays

President Obama said that he had

already decided to endorse gay

marriage at some point ahead of the

presidential election when Vice

President Biden jumped the gun

with his own announcement on

Sunday, according to an interview

with ABC. Read & Comment

Media seeks paydirt in Romney's prep school past

Mitt Romney repeatedly apologized

on Thursday for pranks he played in

high school that may have offended

or hurt other students, even though

he said he does not remember

them. Read & Comment

24|7 COLLECTIONS

California dreamin'
The Golden State is the place

where even the wildest of dreams

can come true — especially when

they're wildly progressive. Here are

California officials' top 10 liberal

causes of 2012. Read & Comment

Romney ad offers Mother's Day

greetings from Rosen and Maher...

Play Video 

TIMES OPINION

Pundits read the Tea Party leaves 

KNIGHT: Taking a chisel to the Ten

Commandments 

GHEI: No hope for Europe 

EDITORIAL: Destroy the economy,

save the planet 

MILLER: Obama's jailhouse rock 

WOLF: Desperately avoiding

Obamanomics and Obamacare 

HUNTER: The real unemployment rate 

JENNINGS: Vietnam: The stealth

commemoration 

MILLER: Free trade earmarks 

EDITORIAL: Obama's same-sex

evolution 

TIMES NEWS

Blunt questions Labor Department's

new press controls 

Poll: Romney tied with Obama in

crucial Ohio 

Inside the Ring: PLA general denies

cyberwar 

California dreamin'
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Blind dissident vs. deaf president: Chen's tale of woe 

Obama's one-hit wonder: I shot bin Laden 

Obamanomics: Legacy of failure 

Nancy Pelosi's top 10 gaffes 

RIGHT NOW 24|7

HHS clinic funds extend feds' reach into schools 

North Korea threatens to bolster nuclear arsenal 

Soros gives Brock $1 million to dig dirt for media 

Obama: Biden 'got out a little over his skis’ on gays 

Media seeks paydirt in Romney's prep school past 

Obama taps La Raza radical to run natural gas council 

DOJ budget faces veto over rider blocking gun rule 

Christie vetoes Obamacare exchange in N.J. 

U.S. spent hefty $830m on obesity research in 2011 

House GOP calls for independent counsel on Corzine 

New law lets Argentines choose their own gender 

Obama to bypass Vineyard vacation to campaign 

Britain beefs up Olympics security like

it's going to war 

Lawmakers: Victims of domestic

terrorism deserve Purple Heart 

European voters clear: Austerity won't

be tolerated 

Obama's week: Bad to worse 

Medvedev to take Putin's place at G8

meeting 

Art behind the Iron Curtain 

Key conservative group backs Allen 

2012 ELECTIONS

Blunt questions Labor Department's

new press controls 

Poll: Romney tied with Obama in

crucial Ohio 

Inside the Ring: PLA general denies

cyberwar 

Britain beefs up Olympics security like

it's going to war 

Lawmakers: Victims of domestic

terrorism deserve Purple Heart 

European voters clear: Austerity won't

be tolerated 

Obama's week: Bad to worse 

Medvedev to take Putin's place at G8

meeting 

Art behind the Iron Curtain 

Key conservative group backs Allen 
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Russia claims it foiled 2014 Olympic terror plot 

House panel bans gay marriage on military bases 

Chen offered fellowship at University of Washington 

Brown eyes 10% cut for California state workers 

Panetta pushes for U.N. oversight of world's oceans 
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Monica Houston; Tammie Wright
Cc: Governor Fallin Press; Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
Date: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:04:16 PM

Scheduling,

 

Can you shoot me some potential times later this week or early next week when we could

squeeze this interview in?  It would be conducted via phone and will last approximately 30

minutes (15 min prep/15 min call time).

 

Thanks.

 

 

From: Kathleen Walter [mailto:kathleenw@newsmax.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 10:47 AM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Newsmax TV Interview with Gov. Fallin
 
Hi Aaron:

Thanks so much for your time on the phone.
 
As per our discussion, I am interested in an interview with Gov. Fallin on the topics of the fiscal cliff
and Obamacare exchange non-implementation and any other topics/issues she’d like to discuss.

We could do via phone or on camera—whatever is most convenient on your end. The interview
would be recorded and featured on the Newsmax website. (I can send you some background on our
readership/viewership if interested.. but I think you have.)
 
Thanks for all!!
 
Kind regards,
Kathleen
 
Kathleen Walter
Anchor/Correspondent
Newsmax Media
560 Village Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL
561.686.1165, x. 1249
kathleenw@newsmax.com
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From: John Goodwin
To: John Goodwin
Subject: FW: NLRB chairwoman departs; political fights loom for labor panel, Examining a Labor Hero’s Death, Analyst

says Hyperion refinery isn"t viable, Workers on strike at PNG LNG site, Are “Green Jobs” the Answer?
Date: Monday, August 29, 2011 10:48:10 AM
Attachments: pic22760.jpg
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Soon we will be done with the Obama board

-----Original Message-----
From: william.a.goodhart@exxonmobil.com [mailto:william.a.goodhart@exxonmobil.com]
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 9:24 AM
Subject: NLRB chairwoman departs; political fights loom for labor panel, Examining a Labor Hero’s
Death, Analyst says Hyperion refinery isn't viable, Workers on strike at PNG LNG site, Are “Green Jobs”
the Answer?

(Embedded image moved to file: pic22760.jpg)

    NLRB chairwoman departs; political fights loom for labor panel
    By Ben Geman - 08/27/11 03:43 PM ET

    The departing chairwoman of the National Labor Relations Board won
    praise from the nation’s biggest labor group Saturday as she leaves a
    panel that’s facing key vacancies and an uncertain future.

    NLRB Chairwoman Wilma B. Liebman’s leaves the board after her term ends
    at midnight Saturday. She has served on the body for nearly 14 years
    after an initial appointment under President Bill Clinton.

    The White House has designated NLRB member Mark Gaston Pearce to
    replace Liebman as chairman.

    In addition to Liebman’s tenure ending, NLRB member Craig Becker’s term
    expires at the end of the year. Without new people to fill those seats,
    the five-member board will be down to just two – not enough to have the
    legal authority to issue decisions, due to a 2010 Supreme Court ruling.

    The NLRB, an independent agency, has become a target for conservatives
    and business groups attacking what they see as pro-union overreach by
    the Obama administration, and GOP senators have threatened to block
    future nominations to the labor board.

    AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka praised Liebman on her final day,
    stating that she has displayed an “unwavering commitment” to enforcing
    labor laws.

    “She worked hard during a time of widespread political divisiveness to
    ensure that our labor laws work for today’s working families,” Trumka
    said. “For good reason, she is the third-longest serving member in the
    NLRB’s history, having been nominated to serve by presidents of both
    political parties.”

    But an anti-union group called the Workplace Fairness Institute wasn’t
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    so kind.

    “With Chairman Liebman’s term ending tonight at midnight, board members
    and their staffs are undoubtedly busy today finalizing decisions for
    issuance that will continue to undermine worker rights, hurt small
    businesses, augment the power of union bosses and cost our nation
    jobs,” said Fred Wszolek, a spokesman for the group.

    The NLRB on Thursday issued final rules that require employers to post
    notices informing workers of their right to unionize under the National
    Labor Relations Act.

    “The notice . . . states that employees have the right to act together
    to improve wages and working conditions, to form, join and assist a
    union, to bargain collectively with their employer, and to refrain from
    any of these activities,” states an NLRB summary.

    The rules drew quick attacks from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which
    called them “part of the NLRB's continuing pattern of tipping the
    scales in favor of unions.”

    (Embedded image moved to file: pic09316.jpg)
    August 26, 2011
    Examining a Labor Hero’s Death
    By STEVEN GREENHOUSE

    At Woodstock, Joan Baez sang a famous folk ballad celebrating Joe Hill,
    the itinerant miner, songwriter and union activist who was executed by
    a Utah firing squad in 1915. “I never died, said he” is the song’s
    refrain.

    Hill’s status as a labor icon and the debate about his conviction
    certainly never died. And now a new biography makes the strongest case
    yet that Hill was wrongfully convicted of murdering a local grocer, the
    charge that led to his execution at age 36.

    The book’s author, William M. Adler, argues that Hill was a victim of
    authorities and a jury eager to deal a blow to his radical labor union,
    as well as his own desire to protect the identity of his sweetheart.

    A Salt Lake City jury convicted Hill largely because of one piece of
    circumstantial evidence: he had suffered a gunshot wound to the chest
    on the same night — Jan. 10, 1914 — that the grocer and his son were
    killed. At the trial, prosecutors argued that he had been shot by the
    grocer’s son, and Hill refused to offer any alternative explanation.

    Mr. Adler uncovered a long-forgotten letter from Hill’s sweetheart that
    said that he had been shot by a rival for her affections, undermining
    the prosecution’s key assertion. The book, “The Man Who Never Died,”
    also offers extensive evidence suggesting that an early suspect in the
    case, a violent career criminal, was the murderer.

    Hill, who bounced around the West as a miner, longshoreman and union
    organizer, was the leading songwriter for the Industrial Workers of the
    World, also known as the Wobblies, a prominent union that was widely
    feared and deplored for its militant tactics. He penned dozens of songs
    that excoriated bosses and capitalism and wrote the well-known lyric
    “You’ll get pie in the sky when you die.”

    His conviction was so controversial that President Woodrow Wilson twice
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    wrote to Utah’s governor to urge him to spare Hill’s life, and unions
    as far away as Australia protested on his behalf.

    After his death, Hill was immortalized in poetry and song, including
    the 1936 ballad embraced by Ms. Baez, Pete Seeger, Paul Robeson and
    others: “I Dreamed I Saw Joe Hill Last Night.”

    In the letter found by Mr. Adler, Hill’s sweetheart, Hilda Erickson,
    wrote that Hill had told her he had been shot by her former fiancé,
    Otto Appelquist — someone she had broken off with a week earlier and
    who had asked her “if I liked Joe better than him.” In her letter, she
    added, “I heard Joe tease Otto once that he was going to take me away
    from him.”

    Historians say the letter is groundbreaking because it is apparently
    the first time anyone has stepped forward to explain exactly how and
    why Hill was shot. Neither Hill nor Ms. Erickson testified at his
    trial, although Hill did tell the doctor who treated his wound that a
    rival suitor had shot him.

    The prosecution maintained that Hill had been shot by the grocer’s son,
    even though the police never found any bullet cartridges or traces of
    blood, other than the victims’, at the murder scene. Prosecutors used
    Hill’s silence to persuade jurors that he must have murdered the
    grocer.

    Ms. Erickson wrote the letter in 1949 to Aubrey Haan, a professor who
    was researching a book on Hill. The book was never published, and Mr.
    Adler found the letter in papers stored in the professor’s daughter’s
    attic.

    “When I first read the letter, it was a ‘holy cow’ moment because all
    these years people wondered about what happened that night,” Mr. Adler
    said in an interview.

    In his book, which Bloomsbury will publish on Tuesday, Mr. Adler also
    lays out what historians say is highly incriminating new information
    about the person police originally suspected of the two murders, Frank
    Z. Wilson.

    The police arrested Mr. Wilson the night of the murders after they
    found him walking without an overcoat near the grocery. They also found
    a bloody handkerchief on him.

    Mr. Adler said Mr. Wilson had lied repeatedly to the authorities after
    they arrested him, but they soon released him for reasons that remain
    unclear. Mr. Adler also discovered that Mr. Wilson had used at least 16
    aliases during his many arrests and convictions, several for robbing
    trains. He was later involved in the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre in
    Chicago in 1929, with a getaway car registered under an alias he often
    used.

    “His research is just incredible — it expands what we know in really
    dramatic ways,” said John R. Sillito, co-author of a new book on
    radicalism in Utah and a retired archivist at Weber State University in
    Ogden. “It builds a strong case that Wilson should have been the prime
    suspect.”

    Hill declined to testify at his trial, standing on the principle that
    he should not have to prove his innocence, especially when he believed
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    that the prosecution could not possibly prove he was guilty with the
    limited evidence it had.

    Mr. Adler’s book suggests that Hill also did not testify partly because
    he wanted to safeguard Ms. Erickson’s privacy. She was in her early 20s
    at the time, the niece of the two Swedish brothers he was boarding
    with.

    Rolf Hagglund, a grandnephew of Hill’s who lives in Stockholm, has read
    galleys of the new book and welcomed its findings.

    “From the start, people knew he was set up,” Mr. Hagglund said in a
    telephone interview. “This book presents the strongest case so far that
    there was an alternative shooter and how Joe was shot and why he was
    shot.” (Hill immigrated to the United States from Sweden in 1902,
    changing his name from the original, Joel Hagglund.)

    But John Arling Morrison, a grandson of the murdered grocer, put little
    stock in Mr. Adler’s findings. “Joe Hill was the one who murdered our
    grandfather and destroyed the economy of our family,” said Mr.
    Morrison.

    Mr. Adler, a Denver resident, decided to write about Hill after reading
    Bob Dylan’s “Chronicles,” which argued that the Hill case was a
    miscarriage of justice.

    “Initially I saw the book as a murder mystery, and I saw myself in the
    role of gumshoe,” Mr. Adler said. “I also wanted to explore how Hill
    went from being an anonymous worker to finding his voice as a
    songwriter to becoming a working-class hero to becoming, ultimately, a
    martyr.”

    Like many historians, Gibbs M. Smith, author of a Hill biography, said
    the trial was unfair. “Under today’s laws of evidence, he never would
    have been convicted and executed,” Mr. Smith said. Historians have
    observed that the judge unjustifiably ruled against Hill on evidentiary
    questions and that the prosecution coached witnesses to say they saw
    Hill near the grocery that night.

    Some students of the case say one reason for Hill’s silence may have
    been a belief that he could do more for labor’s cause as a martyr than
    alive. At the time, the I.W.W. had fewer than 20,000 members, but it
    was detested by business leaders because it pushed miners, lumberjacks
    and railway workers to use strikes, slowdowns and sabotage to pressure
    employers to improve pay and conditions.

    Shortly before his execution, Hill wrote supporters an emotional note,
    saying, “Don’t waste time mourning, organize,” which later became the
    union catchphrase, “Don’t Mourn, Organize.”

    (Embedded image moved to file: pic32581.jpg)
    Analyst says Hyperion refinery isn't viable
     11:57 PM, Aug. 28, 2011|

    The proposed Hyperion oil refinery in Union County is economically
    unfeasible, given current and projected market conditions, according to
    a research memo written by a longstanding energy analyst and
    commissioned by an environmental activist.

    Hyperion disagreed with the findings.
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    Terry Higgins, executive director of global refining and special
    projects at Hart Energy Consulting, wrote in the April 26 memo that the
    $10 billion Hyperion refinery "may not represent a viable refinery
    expansion project based on projected market economics and supply/demand
    requirements."

    As evidence, Higgins pointed to a surplus of refining capacity in the
    U.S., slumping demand for refined products and an assumed end to a
    discount on heavy crude that five years ago might have made a
    Midwestern refinery a lucrative venture.

    "There is little requirement for additional domestic production
    refining capacity to balance demand," he wrote.

    On the policy level, Higgins wrote, strengthened fuel economy standards
    and  renewable fuels mandates established in 2007 will weaken demand
    for refined products generally, not just in the Midwest.

    "It doesn't make sense to build a refinery anywhere in the United
    States," he said in an interview this week.

    Higgins' research note is the latest salvo in the long war to build the
    Hyperion refinery complex, which would process 400,000 barrels of heavy
    Canadian crude a day into gasoline, ultralow-sulfur diesel and jet
    fuel.

    First proposed in 2007, the project received an air quality permit from
    the state in 2009 that is being challenged in court by the Sierra Club
    and other groups. The state Board of Minerals and Environment will rule
    next month on an amended version of the permit.

    The board also will rule on the company's request to extend its
    construction start date. From there, the case returns to circuit court.

    The Higgins memo was commissioned by Kenny Bruno, campaign coordinator
    for Corporate Ethics International, an advocacy clearinghouse that
    includes the Tar Sand Oil Campaign, which is "dedicated to stopping the
    expansion of Alberta's Tar Sands," according to its website. Among its
    members is the Sierra Club, which is suing to block Hyperion's air
    quality permit.

    Opponents are fighting the refinery mainly  on environmental grounds,
    but in recent months they have touted a pessimistic economic outlook
    for the refining industry as further reason the state should shelve the
    project.

    Jim Heisinger, chairman of the Living River Group of the Sierra Club,
    said commissioning the memo was "not part of the (Sierra Club's) legal
    strategy, as far as I know."

    "This report reveals that Hyperion's trouble raising money for this
    highly speculative venture might have more to do with the questionable
    business prospects of the refinery than today's economic conditions,"
    he said.

    Hyperion spokesman Eric Williams rejected the substance of the memo,
    which was provided to the Argus Leader by the Sierra Club.

    In an emailed statement, Williams said the findings "aren't surprising
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    for a 3-page memo bought and paid for by a former Greenpeace activist."
    Williams said Higgins' analysis relies on sleight-of-hand in tallying
    refinery demand for the midcontinent district, which has "historically
    been short by 800,000 to 1 million barrels a day of refined product."

    "For example," he wrote, "(the memo) says 'The aggregate Gulf and
    Midcontinent regions have surplus gasoline, diesel and jet fuel product
    which is exported.' Well of course, because the Gulf is where the U.S.
    has historically refined fuel. That's like saying, 'Combined, South
    Dakota and Vermont have a surplus of maple syrup production.' "

    Williams also disputed Higgins' claim that Midwestern markets "can be
    supplied more efficiently by these Gulf refineries than capacity in
    South Dakota."

    In fact, Williams said, it would be cheaper to refine Canadian heavy
    crude into fuel at a Midwestern refinery for local sale, rather than
    shipping the oil to the Gulf for refining, then shipping the fuel back
    up north.

    Higgins was the technical director at the National Petrochemical and
    Refiners Association (NPRA) for 14 years, and last year he received a
    lifetime achievement award from the trade group.

    Higgins' company, Hart Energy Consulting, counts among its clients some
    of the industry's power hitters, including BP, ConocoPhillips and
    ExxonMobil.

    NPRA spokesman David Egner confirmed Higgins' tenure but declined to
    comment on his analysis. An oil markets analyst for the federal Energy
    Information Administration also declined to comment, saying it would be
    improper.

    Reach Cody Winchester at 331-2320.
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    Workers on strike at PNG LNG site
    Eoin Blackwell Papua New Guinea Correspondent
    August 25, 2011

    As many as 100 labourers have gone on strike over pay at the
    ExxonMobil-led Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plant on the outskirts of
    Port Moresby.

    The labourers, who walked off on Monday and expect to strike for two
    weeks, told reporters on Thursday that Red Sea Housing, a company
    contracted to build temporary housing on the site, had ignored their
    calls for a pay raise. The workers, most drawn from surrounding
    villages, say they currently earn 3.25 kina an hour (A$1.40 per hour).

    Story continues below "It started on Saturday, with Red Sea. So many
    people were underpaid," strike leader Mea Arua told reporters outside
    the plant on Wednesday.

    "We had a talk with Red Sea management, and they weren't prepared to
    help us. "So when they walked away, we had a meeting and we have come
    to the solution that it is better to strike."
    Mr Arua said the problems over pay were a daily occurrence and he would
    be happy for staff to get a pay rise to five kina an hour, more than
    double PNG's minimum wage of 2.29 kina an hour.
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    Red Sea Housing could not be contacted by AAP on Thursday.  ExxonMobil
    spokeswoman Rebecca Arnold said there was an established workers
    committee process for staff to air their grievances and have them
    addressed.  "That's the correct process to go through in this case,
    unfortunately that hasn't been followed this time," Ms Arnold told AAP.
    "We're hopeful for a speedy resolution."  Ms Arnold said on top of
    hourly pay, workers also receive meals, transport and training
    opportunities on site. "They do receive several benefits," she said.

    The site on the outskirts of Port Moresby is intended to be a
    processing plant and a port to distribute gas to buyers.  The project,
    expected to cost $16 billion, is due to begin production in 2014 and
    will see PNG's natural gas sold across Asia for the next 30 years - a
    plan projected to double PNG's gross domestic product.  In September
    last year, landowners allegedly attacked and set fire to equipment at
    the ExxonMobil LNG project at Kaiam Ferry in Kikori, Gulf province, on
    PNG's southeast coast.

    Earlier, in August 2010, workers at another ExxonMobil LNG plant at the
    base of the southern highlands also went on strike.

    In February 2010, construction at another site stopped when four
    coastal villagers near Port Moresby were killed in a feud over land
    ownership and LNG-related benefits.
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    Are “Green Jobs” the Answer?

    President Barack Obama has a problem on his hands when even his
    stalwart allies at The New York Times have no choice but to admit to a
    glaring reality: The President’s “green jobs” promise has failed
    miserably.

    On Friday, the Times printed a harsh assessment of the state of the
    “green” economy—including a conclusion that the President’s promise to
    create five million green jobs over 10 years has proven to be nothing
    more than “a pipe dream,” with California’s Bay Area providing a
    particularly poignant example of how “green” jobs have actually been
    lost, not gained:

    In the Bay Area as in much of the country, the green economy is not
    proving to be the job-creation engine that many politicians envisioned
    . . .

    A study released in July by the non-partisan Brookings Institution
    found clean-technology jobs accounted for just 2 percent of employment
    nationwide and only slightly more — 2.2 percent — in Silicon Valley.
    Rather than adding jobs, the study found, the sector actually lost 492
    positions from 2003 to 2010 in the South Bay, where the unemployment
    rate in June was 10.5 percent.

    California isn’t the only place, though, where the green dream is
    falling short of reality. Last year, Seattle won a $20 million federal
    grant to invest in weatherization programs. The money was to be spent
    on insulating crawl spaces, serving to create jobs while helping the
    environment by reducing the energy needed to heat homes. The program,
    which was announced at the White House on the eve of Earth Day, has
    proven to be a total flop. Seattlepi.com reports:

    [M]ore than a year later, Seattle’s numbers are lackluster. As of last
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    week, only three homes had been retrofitted and just 14 new jobs have
    emerged from the program. Many of the jobs are administrative, and not
    the entry-level pathways once dreamed of for low-income workers. Some
    people wonder if the original goals are now achievable.

    Those failures aren’t just hitting the West coast, either. In Oak Park,
    Michigan, a state-government-funded hybrid bus company sits dormant,
    out of business just two years after it drew acclaim for being part of
    Michigan’s green future, despite millions in state taxpayer funding and
    a contract to sell buses to be purchased with federal taxpayer dollars.
    Michigan Capitol Confidential reports that the company failed to meet
    two performance “milestones” as part of its $2.6 million total loan
    agreement with the state—and without government funding, the company
    couldn’t survive.

    Despite these green failures—and reports that 80 percent of the $2
    billion set aside in the “stimulus” package for green jobs is going
    overseas, mostly to China–President Obama is continuing to make the
    pitch that a federally funded green future is central to his plan for
    rescuing the economy, going so far as to pledge an additional $2.4
    billion for green jobs, especially to make batteries for electric cars.
    The Heritage Foundation’s Ernest Istook explains why the President’s
    plan will fail, just like it has in the past:

    Green jobs are about government subsidies, cronyism, and job
    cannibalism. They aren’t self-sustaining because they rely on giveaways
    of taxpayer money and they cannibalize existing jobs…

    The green agenda soaks taxpayers. But it also packs a double wallop
    because taxpayers are first hit to pay for the subsidies, then everyone
    is hit by higher energy prices caused by energy taxes and regulations.

    As President Obama stays the course, pursuing a well-worn path toward
    government-subsidized green jobs failures, it’s important to point out
    that there is another way toward real job growth that doesn’t require
    taxpayer subsidies. As Heritage lays out in its “Saving the American
    Dream” plan, by reversing the growth of the federal government,
    eliminating unnecessary regulations, and repealing Obamacare, Congress
    can set America on a better course. It’s one that preserves the reality
    of the American dream, rather than chasing the fiction of a green pipe
    dream.

                              William A. Goodhart
                  Global Labor Advisor - Labor Relations CoE
                            ExxonMobil Corporation
                              Phone 713-431-1629
                               Cell 281-734-5760
                       william.a.goodhart@exxonmobil.com

      The information contained in this email may be confidential and/or
    privileged. This mail is intended to be reviewed by only the individual
     or organization named above. If you are not the intended recipient or
    an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby
     notified that any review, dissemination or copying of this email and
        its attachments, if any, or the information contained herein is
     strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please
      immediately notify the sender by return email and delete this email
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                               from your system.
                                  Thank You.
          Please consider the environment before printing this email
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: No Government Health Care
Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:42:55 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: McKenzie, Daniel D ]
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 11:31 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: No Government Health Care

Dear Governor Fallin,

The People of Oklahoma have clearly made their message known, we want NO government health care,
period.

1. We do not want any implementation of a health insurance exchange, state based or otherwise.  Will
you oppose these exchanges?
2. We want the OHIET, Oklahoma Health Information Trust terminated.
Will you commit to its termination?
3. Oppose any expansion of Medicaid in our state, including the acceptance of any federal funding for
the purpose of expanding Medicaid.
Will you oppose such expansion?

Can I count on your commitment to support the above?  Please advise.

Sincerely,
Daniel McKenzie
Edmond, Ok 73003
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Share This Email:

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can"t Keep It
Date: Monday, April 23, 2012 1:38:39 PM

 
 
From: Carrie Lukas, Independent Women's Voice
Sent: Monday, April 23, 2012 12:25 PM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can't Keep It
 

If you are having trouble viewing this email, view it online.

No Matter How Much Seniors Like Medicare Advantage, They Can't Keep It

Fellow Patriot,

In the lead up to the passage of ObamaCare, President Obama repeatedly promised that if you like
your current health care plan, you can keep it.

As employers begin facing down soaring costs in health care premiums brought on by ObamaCare and
choose to drop coverage for their employees, many people are going to find out that no matter how
much they like their current health care plan, they won't be able to keep it.

And now, 12 million senior citizens will also make this jarring discovery. Those 12 million seniors
currently enjoy Medicare Advantage policies, a more market-based alternative to traditional
Medicare — But they won't enjoy them for long because of ObamaCare.

Writing in the New York Post, former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health Benjamin Sasse and political
reporter Charles Hurt explain what is about to happen to Medicare Advantage:

[C]ertain voters would surely notice one highly painful part of the law before then — namely,
the way it guts the popular Medicare Advantage program. ... [A]s part of its hundreds of
billions in Medicare cuts, the Obama one-size-fits-all plan slashes reimbursement rates for
Medicare Advantage starting next year — herding many seniors back into the government-run
program.

Because Medicare enrollment begins October 15th, which is less than 3 weeks before voters head
the the polls, President Obama finds himself faced with an important segment of the voting
population suddenly discovering that they can't keep their Medicare Advantage plans because of
ObamaCare.

How does the President plan to grapple with this problem? Sasse and Hurt explain:

[T]he administration’s devised a way to postpone the pain one more year, getting Obama
past his last election; it plans to spend $8 billion to temporarily restore Medicare Advantage
funds so that seniors in key markets don’t lose their trusted insurance program in the middle
of Obama’s re-election bid.

The money is to come from funds that Health and Human Services is allowed to use for
“demonstration projects.” But to make it legal, HHS has to pretend that it’s doing an
“experiment” to study the effect of this money on the insurance market.

There is only one sure way to put an end to political trickery like this and save Medicare Advantage
for America's seniors: Full and complete repeal of ObamaCare.

Click here to share this message on Facebook and Twitter, and ask your friends and followers to
sign the People's Promise of the ObamaCare Repeal Pledge at www.TheRepealPledge.com. 

Every new signature helps build a mandate to make full and complete repeal of ObamaCare a
reality in the next Congress.

Thank your for all that you are doing to help bring make sure we undo ObamaCare before it can do
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any more harm.

                                                                         Sincerely,

                                                                     
                                                                         Carrie Lukas
                                                                         VP for Policy & Economics
                                                                         Independent Women's Voice
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Now is not the time to shirk from Obamacvare fight
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 7:22:52 AM

 
 
From: Erick Erickson
Sent: Monday, November 14, 2011 3:45 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Morning Briefing: A Lifeline for Perry
 

RedState Morning Briefing
For November 14, 2011

Forward Morning Briefing to a Friend.

 

1. The Perry Campaign Gets a Life Line
 

2. The Bachmann-Santorum Rule: We Can Be Extorted
 

3. Obama administration gives $433m no-bid contract to Democratic donor.
 

4. Occupy “movement” criminals depicted as “fringe”. Really?
 

5. The Ex-SEIU Boss, Donor Dollars, No-Bid Contracts & Testing Anthrax
Vaccines on Kids
 

6. Now is Not the Time to Shirk From Obamacare Fight
 

 

———————————————————————-
 

 

1. The Perry Campaign Gets a Life Line
Rick Perry’s debate gaffe last week will go in the annals of political history as one of the most
embarrassing gaffes on a Presidential primary debate stage. His recovery the next day will be
studied by future campaigns as the textbook example of damage control. His Saturday night
debate performance in South Carolina gets him the complete redemption he needs.

In South Carolina Saturday night the Rick Perry so many people have been hoping would come out
to play, came out to win. He gave a sharp answer on dealing with Iran and Pakistan and captured
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the tea party zeitgeist by saying we should start each year at zero in our foreign aid budgets,
including with Israel. He then went on to explain that those countries, like Israel, that are shown
to be our friends would get money in the foreign aid budget.

This then descended into a lecture on zero based budgeting, nearly getting him an amen from
Newt Gingrich.

The star moment for Perry, however, came when he took after Ron Paul over enhanced
interrogation techniques. Everyone knows Ron Paul’s foreign policy is nuttier than a pecan grove at
harvest, but no one until Rick Perry Saturday night has had the nerve to say so.

On the opposite end of alternatives to Romney we want to do well, Herman Cain showed his
foreign policy views are not yet ready for prime time. He fell back again and again on either not
knowing the answer or wanting help from others. His campaign’s theme of drawing on the experts
regardless of the candidate’s background is becoming more and more hollow considering the
experts running his campaign were picked by Herman Cain.

But there is good news for both Perry and Cain in the latest polling.

Please click here for the rest of the post.

>> sponsored content

2. The Bachmann-Santorum Rule: We Can Be Extorted
There was one moment in the CBS News debate that has not gotten a lot of attention and should
get a great deal of attention.

CBS News asked Rick Perry about Pakistan. Perry responded that Pakistan is not being controlled
by its political leaders, but rather by its secret police and military. Likewise, Pakistan should not
get foreign aid unless it can show it is our friend and right now it looks to be anything but our
friend.

You can hear Rick Perry in his own words right here.

This was followed up by perhaps the most dangerous and willfully naive foreign policy view I have
ever heard expressed by Republicans. Michele Bachmann had to disagree with Rick Perry and, by
the way, Newt Gingrich. Rick Santorum chimed in to agree with Michele Bachmann.

We can call it the Bachmann-Santorum policy. It is to the left of Barack Obama. And if it is
implemented, it will see the world turn into a far more dangerous place with many of us getting
killed.

Please click here for the rest of the post.

3. Obama administration gives $433m no-bid contract to Democratic donor.
The last time I checked, didn’t the Left call this sort of thing ‘crony capitalism?’

“Over the last year, the Obama administration has aggressively pushed a $433-million plan to buy
an experimental smallpox drug, despite uncertainty over whether it is needed or will work.

“Senior officials have taken unusual steps to secure the contract for New York-based Siga
Technologies Inc., whose controlling shareholder is billionaire Ronald O. Perelman, one of the
world’s richest men and a longtime Democratic Party donor.”

Please click here for the rest of the post.

4. Occupy “movement” criminals depicted as “fringe”. Really?
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This evening, USA Today published a story describing the law-breaking participants in the “Occupy
movement” as a “violent fringe”. But how can a movement whose entire existence is predicated
upon breaking the law be anything but criminal and destined to incite violence? The mere concept
of this “occupation” promotes the idea that the occupiers would perpetrate an act that is bound to
break multiple laws in virtually every location where these people have erected their disease- and
crime-infested tent cities.

So at what point does anecdotal evidence indicate a trend and show that this is not “fringe”
behavior? When do hundreds of incidents of mass lawbreaking, violence, rape and murder
demonstrate that this anti-social behavior is standard procedure from these crowds and not the
exception? BigGovernment.com is maintaining a running total of the violations rung up by the
Occupy crew.

Please click here for the rest of the post.

5. The Ex-SEIU Boss, Donor Dollars, No-Bid Contracts & Testing Anthrax
Vaccines on Kids
According to the Los Angeles Times, with the exception of existing in locked freezers in Russia and
U.S. labs, the smallpox virus was eradicated in 1978. Yet, in a no-bid contract, the Obama
administration has given $443 million of American taxpayers’ money for a “experimental smallpox
drug” to a bio-defense company, Siga, controlled by billionaire Democrat-donor Ron Perleman and
whose board ex-SEIU boss Andy Stern sits on.

. . . .

While the Times notes that there is no credible evidence that the threat of a smallpox outbreak is
imminent and that the U.S. already owns enough vaccine to treat the entire population, the Obama
administration’s ties to Siga become even more questionable, considering the recent
recommendation to start experimenting with an Anthrax vaccine on America’s children.

Please click here for the rest of the post.

6. Now is Not the Time to Shirk From Obamacare Fight
By now, we are all intimately acquainted with the bromide that “Republican’s only control one-half
of one-third of government.” Nonetheless, we must remember that, in the realm of appropriations,
they control the most consequential body of government; the House of Representatives.
Unfortunately, almost a year into their stewardship of that body, they have shown only a tepid
inclination to defund Obamacare.

Despite months of diligent work on appropriations bills, House (and Senate) Republicans are
abdicating their budget powers to Harry Reid’s “minibus” scheme – a scheme in which the House is
jettisoned from two-thirds of the process, while conference committees adopt the spending bills
favored by Senate Democrats [more here and here]. Next week, the Senate will vote on the
second minibus bill. Reid is using the House-passed Energy-Water bill (HR 2354) as a vehicle to
carry the Financial Services (S.1573) and State-Foreign Operations (S.1601) bills (even though
they were never voted on by the full House). So we will have one appropriations bill that covers
such disparate expenditures as the IRS and the State Department. But don’t worry, it’s a minibus
bill; not an Omnibus bill. Hence, Republicans will get the green light to vote for it. All but 14 of
them already voted for cloture to proceed with the ‘don’t call it an omnibus bill.’

Here are the issues with Reid minibus number two.

Please click here for the rest of the post.

>> sponsored content

Sincerely yours, 
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Number one way to keep our Republic
Date: Saturday, March 10, 2012 12:22:25 PM

 
 
From: Tea Party News
Sent: Saturday, March 10, 2012 11:34 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: Number one way to keep our Republic
 

To view this newsletter as a web page, click here

LISTEN UP! Washington has forgotten who holds the power. The Washington

scallywags mistakenly imagine that a bunch of Occupy Wall Street lowlife, oddballs speak

for America. They can't be more wrong!

But first a warning: the socialist machine is preparing to dictate terms of surrender to

the American people, and they believe there is no one and nothing to stop them, and as

always they are so very wrong!

Believe it or not, the Washington scoundrels are under a misconception they believe the

Tea Party has gone to sleep, faded into oblivion and no longer is a power worth

reckoning with. The liberal blowhards are bellowing their hot-air proclamation that the

Tea Party has just run out of tea and it's all over. 

Heck, Blue State rapscallions no longer believe the Tea Party will have any impact on

the upcoming 2012 elections and are toasting the demise of the greatest political

movement since the revolutionary war.

Let me explain, many socialist buffoons are now betting on the OWS screwball horde will

save their bacon. Not only did Obama endorse the disgraceful OWS actions, but media

whisperers say many Occupy insurgent groups are secretly being backdoor funded by

deep pocket fat-cat liberals. The OWS hypocrites have incorporated in many States and

are receiving millions of dollars of donations, funneled through big corporate fortunate

500 merchant accounts, held by some of the largest banks in America. Not only that, but

their fat-cat leader is 'hold up' in a $ 700.00 per night swanky plush 5 Star Hotel while

the OWS minions starve, freeze and get jailed! Sound Impossible?

With such a clown crew like the Occupy vulgarians, the Jackboot Union thugs and
the State funded Quipster Teacher Cabal, the liberals could not only win, but
arm-twist their way into extinguishing the Tea Party once and for all!

You see, Obama's Democrat Socialists are starting to lick their lips in political insatiable

lust as they envision the downward spiral demise of any grassroots resistance. They are

craving for the expected news that their only resistance to their Imperial rule will be a

broken down Republican challenger with little or no traction, stripped of their Tea Party

muscle and spread wide for their taking!
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However, there are a handful of Obamites who still draw sweat in hearing the name of

the Tea Party and are deeply concerned that the ominous giant Tea Party will crush

them like a bug! Their fear grew to hysteria when they heard the rustling of Tea leaves

in their recent shocking defeat in Virginia.

Trouble is, the leftist cohort clans are hoping upon hope, no one wakes the Tea Party

and maybe, just maybe, they can slither their way into office, much like a snake secretly

slithering through your home at night, undetected, but just as deadly!

To make a point, the Socialist Misfit Party is betting heavily the Occupy Wall Street

goons will rally their fellow reprobate disciples to create a ground swell of enough

fraudulent votes to break the backs of the Conservative movement and keep the Obama

Socialist Party rolling.

BUT, what the socialist dissidents don't know is the Tea Party has been secretly building

up a head of steam ready to politically eviscerate any challenge to the U.S. Constitution

and to the Republic.

Hey Tea Party: Time To Hoist The Colors

The truth is: the Tea Party has been busy doing what OWS won't and can't do!

As the Tea Party flushes Obama's liberal agenda, the OWS crowd is desecrating on

police cars.

As the Tea Party washes away socialism, the OWS circus is publicly urinating.

As the Tea Party brings restoration to America, the OWS rapists claim more

victims.

As the Tea Party protects their homes, OWS sleeps in the streets illegally.

As the Tea Party hails the rule of law, OWS law breakers are arrested by the

thousands.

As the Tea Party endorses private healthcare, OWS infected gangs spreads

Tuberculosis.

Shall I go on?

Yes, it is now time to send a wakeup call to the Washington oligarchy telling them 'the

Tea Party is Coming!'

BRACE YOURSELF! THE TEA IS STARTING TO BOIL!!!
The day of setting one's ever fattening 'Gluteus Maximus' and hoping someone else

carries the flag is over.

Tea Party, SOUND THE ALARM! It is time to politically lock and load. No More Mr. Nice

Guy! Our beloved Nation is at stake! The showdown is coming. And it will culminate in

November 2012 when we shower millions upon millions of our votes on our winning

candidates. The Tea Party will bring down the noxious flag of the Obama Socialist Party

once and for all!

As an organized and determined movement of "We The People" we will overcome, we

will walk the precincts, mail out absentee ballots, write the checks, send emails, make

phone calls and swarm the voting stations filling them with our voices of victory, as we

take back our beloved nation.
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We WILL engage the socialist enemy of democracy and soundly defeat their evil intent to

castrate our greatest document, the U.S. Constitution. There will be no price to high, no

issue too frightening and no challenge too great for the Tea Party to conquer.

Likewise, there will be no socialist OWS candidate too sacred or too mighty to fall and

there will be no hallowed Congressional district that won't taste the wrath of the

American people.

Best of all, the electoral process will triumph, the U.S. Constitution will be upheld and

the core of good old American values will be restored.

Are you with me? Are you with America? It is time to raise our wrath and have a

calculated Constitutional strike at the heart of the socialist beast! We shall lawfully use

those weapons our Founding Fathers gave us more than 230 years ago. We shall use

free speech, our vote and demand the redress of our grievances!

Here's the Plan
NOW! The Tea Party must send a powerful reminder to all the Washington

Representatives, friend or foe that we are massing for a democratic and constitutional

attack. The Tea Party will pull the socialist agenda out by the roots. Between now and

November 2012 the Tea Party shall take strong action in our preparation to end the

Obama Socialist agenda with our votes.

How can we do this?

WHO: All Tea Party Members and Partisans, Patriots and Red Blooded Americans.

WHAT: We will fight the Socialist agenda with our free speech, demands and our

votes!

WHEN: Starting Now to Our Victory on Election Day November 6th, 2012.

WHERE: Your State, Your City, Your voting station where you will cast your vote.

OUTCOME: Victory for America! The outcome shall be the unconditional political

surrender of Obama's Socialist Party, their OWS minions and all liberal insurgents.

It is now time to tell Washington 'the Tea Party is Coming' 

We are on a collision course with socialism at the ballot box.
Get this; we are going to send a powerful pre-written fax blast from our State of The

Art Fax Blast System to all 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House of

Representatives, 535 fax pages in total!

It's about time! This powerful pre-written fax blast will notify the Washington Electorate

the Tea Party is miffed and if you voted for ObamaCare, endorsed the leftist socialist

agenda or have drank the liberal Kool-Aid we have you on our radar for un-election!

FIRE! To add some fire to our message we are going to send them a special Tea Party
Flag! That's right! We have designed a special Tea Party Flag that can be printed out

on any Washington Fax machine!

It's a Secret! What the public doesn't know is all the Washington Representatives have a

fax system which views and prints color! So when you send your Tea Party Flag fax
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blast with its powerful pre-written message Washington can view it and know: 'The Jig Is

Up!' Their political days are numbered!

Believe me, our friends will see this as an encouragement; our socialist foes will see it as

the end of their political career!

YES, it is time to fax blast the first load! Your fax blast could be the one 'Seen
Round The World'

READ THIS! 
Just think when a Congressman opens his fax thinking it will be the usual text, only to

find the image of the Tea Party Flag will shock him and haunt him until he is either un-

elected or quits.

'Fax A Flag'
Here is a copy of the 'Fax A Flag' you'll be sending from our State of The Art Fax Blast

System

WE WILL RESTORE AMERICA – BE ENCOURAGED OR PACK
YOUR BAGS!

The Tea Party is going to flood the voting booths, write the checks,

walk the precincts, and rally in the streets either for you or against

you. This depends on if you have aligned yourself with the socialist

agenda of the Obama administration, or, endorsed the U.S.

Constitution and Conservative Values.

If you have aligned yourself with the socialist agenda, we will do

everything within our legal power to un-elect you and send you

home.

If you have aligned yourself with the U.S. Constitution and

Conservative values we will do everything in our Constitutional power

to get you elected and keep you in Washington.

REMEMBER, every time you see the flag of the Tea Party you will

know 'We The People' are cleaning all 3 Houses.

Either you can feel comfort knowing millions of voters are on your

side or pack your bags, because, you're going home.

To All Obamites

Pack Your Bags!
Your Re-election Will Fail!

This fax has been sent to you by just one of the tens of millions
of Tea Party members:

23358



[NAME]

[ADDRESS]

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

PROUD TEA PARTY MEMBER

Awesome isn't it!

Can you imagine the look on the face of the liberal bleeding heart when they look at

their fax page only to see the Tea Party Flag shocker!

Our State of The Art Fax Blast System is compared to none! You can send all 100

Senators, 435 Members of the House of Representative, 535 fax pages directly into the

heart of the beast! 

We are going to send all 100 Senators and 435 Members of the House of
Representatives, 535 in total pages for only $ 49.11

YES! We are so concerned about our beloved nation; we are going to put our money

where our mouth is! That's right! We are going to step up and tell Washington the Tea

Party is Coming, The Tea Party is Coming, our standard price is $76.76, but right now

we are going to send all 535 fax pages for only $ 49.11! That's a savings of over

$27.00!

Yes! You will send all 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House a Tea Party
Flag with a powerful message which will shake them up! ...and the few dollars
left over will go to help the Tea Party cover the ongoing expenses!

For those who didn't get it yet, keep reading!

Question: How much am I going to invest into restoring America by sending this

powerful message and the Tea Party Flag fax to all 100 Senators and all 435 Members of

the House of Representatives?

Answer: $49.11! That's it! All 100 Senators, all 435 Members of the House and a few

dollars left over will support the Tea Party! The standard cost has been reduced. Save

over $27.00 by ordering now!

Click

All 100 Senators and All 435 Members of the House of
Representatives Total 535 Fax Pages for: $76.76 Only - $ 49.11

NOTE: Your name, address, city, State and Zip [ONLY] from the donation page will be

used to fulfill your fax blast and will start the processing once you push 'Submit.'
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Thank you for carrying the flag for all of us!

It is your turn to save America. The Tea Party needs your help. Give today,
because tomorrow may be the day after we lost America.

Tea Party Fax Blast Project     Tea Party Command Center     Tea Party eBooks    

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org

email because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To

opt out, see the links below.

TO SUBSCRIBE

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up,

please click here.

TO ADVERTISE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact Tea

Party Advertising Sales via email.

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to

privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by:

Teaparty.org
24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108
Laguna Woods, California 92637 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: OAHP Goals for Health Care Working Group
Date: Friday, January 21, 2011 9:34:09 AM

Health recs
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Laura Brookins [mailto:laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2011 11:21 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: OAHP Goals for Health Care Working Group
 
Great – I didn't see that it was in my sent mail so I started to wonder…
 
 
Laura Brookins, Esq.
Executive Director,
Oklahoma Association of Health Plans
 
(405) 285-7745 Office
(405) 285-7746 Facsimile
laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org
 
From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: Wed, 19 Jan 2011 19:20:28 -0600
To: Laura Brookins <laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org>
Subject: Re: OAHP Goals for Health Care Working Group
 
Got your message - is the information below what you were referring to? If so, I have it!

 

From: Laura Brookins <laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org> 
To: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Mon Jan 17 14:52:07 2011
Subject: OAHP Goals for Health Care Working Group

Katie ~ Below please find the OAHP's goals, per your request:
 
Short term goals:
 

1.     OAHP supports the establishment of a state-based Health Insurance Exchange that 
promotes competition while allowing a non-exchange market to coexist.  We strongly 
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support the regulation of this Exchange at the Oklahoma Department of Insurance.
 

2.     OAHP supports the proposed provider fee on Oklahoma’s hospitals to generate funds 
for hospital payments and the state Medicaid program.

 

3.     OAHP supports the stabilization of Health Plan premiums by promoting a free market 
approach to Health plan contracting and policies.

     
 
Long term goals:
 

1.     OAHP supports meaningful medical liability reforms that will give every patient 
quality medical treatment at an affordable price.  OAHP supports reasonable caps on 
non-economic damages such as pain and suffering to reduce costs associated with the 
practice of “defensive medicine.” Medical liability reforms must include not only 
providers, but also health plans. 

2.     OAHP supports proven and credible attempts to treat and manage chronic diseases 
such as diabetes, COPD, asthma, obesity, etc.  Managing these diseases will benefit 
the health and welfare of our citizens and reduce costs for providers and payors alike.

3.     OAHP supports an effective coordination of care among providers and payors which 
will ultimately improve quality and lower the costs of health care.

 
Laura Brookins, Esq.
Executive Director,
Oklahoma Association of Health Plans
 
(405) 285-7745 Office
(405) 285-7746 Facsimile
laurabrookins@okhealthplans.org
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Obacare and 10th amendment rights,etc.
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:41:37 AM

 
 

From: Markum, Michael  
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 4:39 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Obacare and 10th amendment rights,etc.
 
Dear Mary, I encourage you even though Mr Roberts said Obamacare was ok, to fight against it and
invoke state rights. The people of Oklahoma will be with you if you have the courage to do so. Also
do not implement or take any government money to implement it. Also I have been hearing a lot
about Agenda 21. The little I have heard about it , it is no good. Please fight against this and also
Corporate Welfare. If you really want to bring business into Oklahoma give tax breaks to all
businesses that they might hire more workers. Please stand for what is right and defend our
Constitution against enemies within and without. Thank You, Michael Markum, Edmond Oklahoma.
 

Confidentiality Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all  copies of the original message.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Birth Certificate FAKE: Sheriff Joe Investigates!
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2012 7:25:36 AM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2012 5:36 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Obama Birth Certificate FAKE: Sheriff Joe Investigates!
 

 

Sheriff Joe Arpaio Concludes Obama's Birth Certificate Likely FAKE -- Now Tell
EVERY Secretary of State AND Attorney General to REMOVE Obama >From their
Ballot:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

ALERT: HUGE NEWS has broken regarding Barack Hussein Obama's Constitutional

eligibility to be President of the United States. According to WorldNet Daily: 

"An investigative "Cold Case Posse" launched six months ago by "America's
toughest sheriff" -- Joe Arpaio of Arizona's Maricopa County -- has
concluded there is probable cause that the document released by the White
House last year as President Obama's birth certificate is a computer-
generated forgery."

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: It is now OFFICIAL that Barack Obama's "birth certificate" IS

PROBABLY A FAKE! 

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

THIS IS HUGE. 

Sheriff Joe's investigative team has asked him to elevate the investigation to a

CRIMINAL PROBE -- which will make the resources of his Maricopa County Sheriff's

23364

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:replies@conservativeactionalerts.com
mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8057903:11379201922:m:1:168683179:DF5EB9ECDFB5F99DB3F0D8FF51FA36A1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8057904:11379201922:m:1:168683179:DF5EB9ECDFB5F99DB3F0D8FF51FA36A1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8057905:11379201922:m:1:168683179:DF5EB9ECDFB5F99DB3F0D8FF51FA36A1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8057904:11379201922:m:1:168683179:DF5EB9ECDFB5F99DB3F0D8FF51FA36A1:r


Office available for a FULL INVESTIGATION! 

Why did Sheriff Joe Arpaio -- a nationally-recognized law enforcement figure who

is best known for his strict enforcement of laws against illegal immigration --

commission this "Cold Case Posse" to investigate Barack Obama's alleged birth

certificate? Simple: he was doing his job, in response to local citizens who presented

him with a petition expressing concern that Obama might not be eligible for Arizona's

presidential ballot. 

That's what we're trying to get every Secretary of State and every Attorney
General to do: THEIR JOBS. 

And that's why we've set up our website so that you can send a message directly to

each and every one of them, in ALL 50 STATES:. 

AND... YOUR MESSAGES ARE WORKING! 

Just look what's happening right now: A BRAND NEW CASE has been filed asking

State officials to REMOVE Barack Hussein Obama from the 2012 presidential ballot,

because he DOES NOT meet the state's eligibility requirements -- this time, in

Pennsylvania! 

Thanks to the massive and persistent efforts of patriots across America -- PATRIOTS
LIKE YOU -- the challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be on State

presidential ballots are SPREADING. 

LET'S KEEP UP THE PRESSURE NOW! 

We FINALLY got a court to rule on the merits of the argument that Obama is NOT a

"natural born citizen." Before the recent case in Georgia, everyone that had brought a

challenge against Obama's eligibility was dismissed on "procedural grounds." Before

this case, we had courts across the country telling Americans that they had no right to

demand that courts and the government enforce the Constitution. 

NO MORE! NOW we can move forward in the courts! Not only has another case been

filed, this time in Pennsylvania -- the Georgia case is already being appealed. The

appeals process now will focus on the definition of "natural born citizen" rather than

procedure -- for the first time since the issue of Obama's eligibility was raised. 

THESE EFFORTS ARE WORKING! NOW WE HAVE TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS
TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN
AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!
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As we reported earlier, in the ruling issued on February 3rd by Judge Michael Malihi, of

Georgia's Office of State Administrative Hearings, he dismissed one challenge that

contended Barack Hussein Obama has a computer-generated Hawaiian birth

certificate, a fraudulent Social Security number and invalid U.S. identification

papers. He also turned back another that claimed the president is ineligible to be a

candidate because his father was not a U.S. citizen at the time of Obama's birth. 

However, one of the attorneys, Mark Hatfield, stated after the ruling that "obviously we

are disappointed with the decision, but there are a couple of items in the ruling that we

are looking at. First, the Judge never made any ruling on who has the burden of proof,

even though he indicated in chambers prior to the hearing that making the determination

of the burden of proof laid with Defendant Obama." He went on to say, "the Judge has a

record of placing the burden on the candidate, but didn't do so in this case." 

Another point Hatfield made was, the "Indiana Court of Appeals ruling in Arkeny
elevates the Indiana case above the Constitution," while also noting that the Judge

ignored the Minor court in Minor v Happersett, a ruling that clearly defined "natural born

citizen" and established precedent. When asked about next steps they would now take,

Hatfield stated, "we are going full bore and taking it up on appeal." 

THAT MEANS THIS IS ONLY A MINOR SETBACK -- THE FIGHT MUST CONTINUE
TO GET THE PRETENDER OBAMA OFF OF EVERY STATE PRESIDENTIAL
BALLOT! 

Another of the lawyers in this case, from the Legal Liberty Foundation, had this to say

about Judge Malihi's ruling: 

"According to the Georgia court, a woman from any country can visit the U.S.
for one day, give birth, take the baby back to any country to be raised under
any culture, and that baby can return as an adult, live here for 14 years and
run for President. The end result of this ruling is outrageous. It runs contrary
to common sense as well as to established law... we will be appealing the
Georgia Court's ruling. We will continue to fight for Constitutional rule of law.
Failing that we will continue to force Courts to show their true colors. If our
judicial branch will not uphold the rule of law, that fact needs to be exposed
to the harsh light of day for all the world to see."

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING -- IT'S STARTING TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE! 

Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is STARTING
TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's

constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election ballots... including

Alabama, Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 
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FIRST, Obama faced his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of America of

Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began sending messages to

Secretaries of State in all 50 STATES: to get him off of EVERY SINGLE STATE'S

ELECTION BALLOT!! 

NOW WE'VE EXPANDED THE FAXING TO EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, TOO! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we've added the option to send your

personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make the final

decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at voter

fraud and Contempt of Court charges)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 

WE STARTED WITH RADIO ADS IN NINE STATES -- AND WITH YOUR HELP,
WE'RE ABOUT TO LAUNCH IN A DOZEN MORE... 

AND WE'RE ABOUT TO LAUNCH OUR NATIONAL TELEVISION ADS! 

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President have been running ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 615 radio spots across 11 markets! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO RUN EVEN MORE OF THESE ADS! 

FINALLY, Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are beginning to learn how to

STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

WATCH OUR TV & RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE
STATIONS ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
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SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

It's now spreading to more and more States -- but we MUST keep up the pressure! WE

MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE

NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S A QUICK "REFRESHER COURSE" ON HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 
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Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

THIS IS NOW SPREADING TO OTHER STATES -- WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

The Georgia court was the first court to address the substantive Constitutional issue of

eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges to Obama's Constitutional

qualifications to hold office have refused to address the substantive issue and have

dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, that did NOT happen. We finally have a sound argument against Obama's

eligibility that can stand up in Court. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162

(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with
the nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were
familiar, it was never doubted that all children born in a country of
parents who were its citizens became themselves, upon their birth,
citizens also. These were natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished
from aliens or foreigners. Some authorities go further and include as citizens
children born within the jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of
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their parents. As to this class there have been doubts, but never as to the
first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND WE FINALLY GOT A FULL HEARING IN COURT! 

And it's not stopping with Georgia. This is spreading virally to SIX MORE States, where

suits have also been filed! Attorney Larry Klayman is leading the California and Florida

ballot challenges... Commander Charles Kerchner is leading the Pennsylvania ballot

challenge... and Sheriff Joe Arpaio has launched an investigation into Obama's forged

birth certificate... but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we

need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every

one of the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we win in the

courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies

to be on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in Contempt of Court if

they refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN -- BY SENDING MESSAGES AND RUNNING

ADS ACROSS THE NATION! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 
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THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT

eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Sheriff Joe Arpaio's posse, comprised of former law enforcement officers and

lawyers with law enforcement experience, has interviewed dozens of witnesses and

examined hundreds of documents. It also has taken numerous sworn statements from

witnesses around the world. 

The investigators say the evidence contained in the computer-generated PDF file

released by the White House, as well as important deficiencies in the Hawaii process of

certifying the long-form birth certificate, establish probable cause that a forgery has
been committed. 

MOMENTUM IS FINALLY BUILDING ON THIS ISSUE! The first hearing on Barack

Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot in Georgia has already

taken place...and now it's SPREADING to even MORE States! This would NOT have

been possible without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here, and to each of the 50 Attorneys General by clicking here. Thank
you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7292
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If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7292
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm  
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Birth Certificate "Raises Questions" Says Court Justice
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 9:38:35 AM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts.com
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 9:13 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Obama Birth Certificate 'Raises Questions' Says Court Justice
 

 

State Supreme Court Justice Declares "Serious Questions" About Obama's Birth
Certificate -- Now Tell EVERY Secretary of State AND Attorney General to
REMOVE Obama From their Ballot:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7577 

ALERT: A Supreme Court Justice in Alabama has declared that, thanks to recent

investigations into Barack Hussein Obama's alleged Constitutional ineligibility to be

President of the United States, a filing that seeks to require an original copy of Obama's

birth certificate before he would be allowed on the presidential ballot in November has

raised "serious questions" about Obama's "birth certificate" -- and the possibility that it's
a FORGERY. 

Justice Tom Parker has filed a "special, unpublished concurrence" in the case arguing

that Alabama citizen Hugh McInnish's charges of "forgery" were legitimate cause for
concern, according to a report at WorldNet Daily! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: a State Supreme Court Justice AGREES that the evidence

against Obama's eligibility is legitimate... and possibly damning! The more that Barack

Hussein Obama is finally investigated... the more it becomes CLEAR that he is NOT
ELIGIBLE TO BE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES! 

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

In his "concurrence" opinion, Justice Parker wrote: 

23373

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:replies@conservativeactionalerts.com
mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439737:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439738:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439739:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439740:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439741:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439738:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r


"McInnish seeks from this court a writ of mandamus, directly ordering Beth
Chapman, as secretary of state for the State of Alabama, 'to demand that
[President Barack Hussein] Obama cause a certified copy of his bona-fide
birth certificate be delivered to her direct from the government official who is
in charge of the record in which it is stored, and to make the receipt of such a
prerequisite to his name being placed on the Alabama ballot for the ...
November 6, 2012, general election.'"

And even though he voted with the majority that "the Alabama Constitution implies that

this court is without jurisdiction over McInnish's original petition" -- which now throws it in

the Secretary of State's lap -- Justice Parker then wrote, "Mclnnish has attached certain

documentation to his mandamus petition, which, if presented to the appropriate forum

as part of a proper evidentiary presentation, would raise serious questions about the

authenticity of both the 'short form' and the 'long form' birth certificates of President

Barack Hussein Obama that have been made public." 

THAT'S WHY WE NEED TO FORCE THE 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO
REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR BALLOTS! 

You can thank one very thorough law enforcement officer for this latest development:

Sheriff Joe Arpaio, and his "Cold Case Posse." And in the words of Sheriff Joe, when

asked about his official probe into Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President of

the United States: "We got tons of other information that could be very shocking!" 

"I'm not going after the president to keep him off a ballot or anything else, but
that could happen," Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio said. "I'm going at it strictly as
a law-enforcement guy investigating a possible forgery and fraud. I'm sticking
with that, but I'll tell you one thing. We got tons of other information that
could be very shocking, too, but I'm sticking now with just the [forgery]
investigation and possible criminal violations."

Sheriff Joe is also calling the media's suppression of his findings of a likely forged

presidential birth certificate and Selective Service Card "probably the biggest

censorship blackout in the history of the United States." 

BUT, in spite of the media "blackout," his investigation is WORKING! After Sheriff Joe

released his report on the likelihood that Obama's "birth certificate" is probably fake,

states are beginning to MOVE to force the issue to the forefront! The L.A. Times
reports: 

"Weeks after Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio embraced the... contention
that President Obama was born outside the U.S. and is therefore ineligible to
hold office, other elected officials jumped on the bandwagon. 

On Wednesday, Republican state Rep. Carl Seel's 'birther bill' passed a
Senate committee on a party-line vote, the Arizona Republic reported. The

23374

http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439738:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439738:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439742:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439743:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r


bill, passed 4 to 2, would require candidates for president and vice president
to submit affidavits to the Arizona secretary of state vowing that they meet
the constitutional requirements to hold office, including being born in the
U.S. 

Although Republican state Sen. Judy Burges voted for the bill, she
complained that it had been watered down, the Republic reported. An earlier
version required the secretary of state to certify candidates' citizenship. 

Meanwhile, Republican Secretary of State Ken Bennett is expected to call
for aspiring chief executives to complete a form that asks about their place of
birth. 'There has been a lot of media attention devoted to this, so we wanted
to make sure there is a standardized form,' spokesman Matthew Roberts told
the Associated Press."

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As we reported earlier, this came about because of the HUGE NEWS that has broken

regarding Barack Hussein Obama's Constitutional eligibility to be President of the United

States. According to WorldNet Daily: 

"An investigative "Cold Case Posse" launched six months ago by "America's
toughest sheriff" -- Joe Arpaio of Arizona's Maricopa County -- has
concluded there is probable cause that the document released by the White
House last year as President Obama's birth certificate is a computer-
generated forgery."

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: It is now OFFICIAL that Barack Obama's "birth certificate" IS

PROBABLY A FAKE -- and States are now beginning to pass bills to FORCE Obama to

PROVE he's a natural-born citizen, thanks to Sheriff Joe's dogged persistence! 

THIS IS HUGE. 

Sheriff Joe's investigative team has asked him to elevate the investigation to a

CRIMINAL PROBE -- which will make the resources of his Maricopa County Sheriff's

Office available for a FULL INVESTIGATION! 

Why did Sheriff Joe Arpaio -- a nationally-recognized law enforcement figure who
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is best known for his strict enforcement of laws against illegal immigration --

commission this "Cold Case Posse" to investigate Barack Obama's alleged birth

certificate? Simple: he was doing his job, in response to local citizens who presented

him with a petition expressing concern that Obama might not be eligible for Arizona's

presidential ballot. 

That's what we're trying to get every Secretary of State and every Attorney
General to do: THEIR JOBS. 

And that's why we've set up our website so that you can send a message directly to

each and every one of them, in ALL 50 STATES. 

AND... YOUR MESSAGES ARE WORKING! 

Just look what's happening right now: Not only is Arizona pushing through a bill to force

Obama to prove he's actually a natural-born citizen; another CASE has been filed

asking State officials to REMOVE Barack Hussein Obama from the 2012 presidential

ballot, because he DOES NOT meet the state's eligibility requirements -- this time, in

Pennsylvania! 

Thanks to the massive and persistent efforts of patriots across America -- PATRIOTS
LIKE YOU -- the challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be on State

presidential ballots are SPREADING. 

LET'S KEEP UP THE PRESSURE NOW! 

We FINALLY got a court to rule on the merits of the argument that Obama is NOT a

"natural born citizen." Before the recent case in Georgia, everyone that had brought a

challenge against Obama's eligibility was dismissed on "procedural grounds." Before

this case, we had courts across the country telling Americans that they had no right to

demand that courts and the government enforce the Constitution. 

NO MORE! NOW we can move forward in the courts! Not only has another case been

filed, this time in Pennsylvania -- the Georgia case is already being appealed. The

appeals process now will focus on the definition of "natural born citizen" rather than

procedure -- for the first time since the issue of Obama's eligibility was raised. 

THESE EFFORTS ARE WORKING! NOW WE HAVE TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS
TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN
AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

23376

http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439745:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8439738:11763074364:m:1:284157528:2F7E51F3397A06D9085166F19BEEFDF1:r


So here's where we stand: In addition to the opinion written by Alabama Supreme Court

Justice Parker on the petition filed by Hugh McInnish, and another case filed by Dale

Laudenslager and Charles Kerchner in Pennsylvania, a complaint recently was filed in

Indiana, and Georgia's dispute already is moving to higher courts. Cases also are

reported to be developing in Mississippi and other states. 

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING -- IT'S STARTING TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE! 

Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is STARTING
TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's

constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election ballots... including

Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 

FIRST, Obama faced his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of America of

Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began sending messages to

Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General in all 50 STATES: to get him off of EVERY

SINGLE STATE'S ELECTION BALLOT!! 

WE MUST NOT BACK OFF NOW THAT WE'RE MAKING HEADWAY! 

To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we've set up our website so that you

can send your personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make

the final decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at

voter fraud and Contempt of Court charges)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 

WE STARTED WITH RADIO ADS IN NINE STATES -- AND WITH YOUR HELP, WE
WANT TO LAUNCH THEM IN A DOZEN MORE! 

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President were run ACROSS AMERICA -- starting with 615

radio spots across 11 markets! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO RUN EVEN MORE OF THESE ADS! 

FINALLY, Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are beginning to learn how to

STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

CHECK OUT OUR AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE
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STATIONS ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7577 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

It's now spreading to more and more States -- but we MUST keep up the pressure! WE

MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE

NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY ARE BEGINNING TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and have a chance to keep him OFF of the 2012
election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S A QUICK "REFRESHER COURSE" ON HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 
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No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

THIS IS NOW SPREADING TO OTHER STATES -- WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

We finally have a sound argument against Obama's eligibility that can stand up in Court.

You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162 (1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with
the nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were
familiar, it was never doubted that all children born in a country of
parents who were its citizens became themselves, upon their birth,
citizens also. These were natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished
from aliens or foreigners. Some authorities go further and include as citizens
children born within the jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of
their parents. As to this class there have been doubts, but never as to the
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first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND WE FINALLY GOT A FULL HEARING IN COURT! 

It started in Georgia -- and it's not stopping. This is spreading virally to SIX MORE

States, where suits have also been filed, PLUS new bills being introduced like the one in

Arizona! Attorney Larry Klayman is leading the California and Florida ballot

challenges... Commander Charles Kerchner is leading the Pennsylvania ballot

challenge... and Sheriff Joe Arpaio has launched an investigation into Obama's forged

birth certificate... but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we

need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every

one of the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we win in the

courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies

to be on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in Contempt of Court if

they refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN -- BY SENDING MESSAGES AND RUNNING

ADS ACROSS THE NATION! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 
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THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT

eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Sheriff Joe Arpaio's posse, comprised of former law enforcement officers and

lawyers with law enforcement experience, has interviewed dozens of witnesses and

examined hundreds of documents. It also has taken numerous sworn statements from

witnesses around the world. 

The investigators say the evidence contained in the computer-generated PDF file

released by the White House, as well as important deficiencies in the Hawaii process of

certifying the long-form birth certificate, establish probable cause that a forgery has
been committed. And thanks to all of these efforts, states like Arizona are stepping up

with bills to FORCE Obama to PROVE he's a natural-born citizen! 

MOMENTUM IS FINALLY BUILDING ON THIS ISSUE! The first hearing on Barack

Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot has finally taken place...and

now it's SPREADING to even MORE States! This would NOT have been possible

without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here, and to each of the 50 Attorneys General by clicking here. Thank
you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
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https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7577
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RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7577
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Can STILL Be Thrown Off Ballots!
Date: Thursday, February 16, 2012 1:54:32 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Thursday, February 16, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Charles & Judy Earnheart
Subject: Obama Can STILL Be Thrown Off Ballots!
 

 

Obama Can STILL Be Thrown Off Ballots -- TAKE ACTION, Tell EVERY Secretary
of State AND Attorney General to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7400 

ALERT: There is GOOD NEWS coming out of the ruling on Barack Hussein Obama's

eligibility to appear on the Presidential ballot: 

We have FINALLY gotten a court to rule on the merits of the argument that Obama is

NOT a "natural born citizen." Before this recent case in Georgia, everyone that has

brought a challenge against Obama's eligibility was dismissed on "procedural grounds."

Before this case, we had courts across the country telling Americans that they had no

right to demand that courts and the government enforce the Constitution. 

NO MORE! NOW we can move forward in the courts. The appeals process now will

focus on the definition of "natural born citizen" rather than procedure -- for the first
time since the issue of Obama's eligibility was raised. 

NOW WE HAVE TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

In the ruling issued on February 3rd by Judge Michael Malihi, of Georgia's Office of

State Administrative Hearings, he dismissed one challenge that contended Barack

Hussein Obama has a computer-generated Hawaiian birth certificate, a fraudulent

Social Security number and invalid U.S. identification papers. He also turned back

another that claimed the president is ineligible to be a candidate because his father was
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not a U.S. citizen at the time of Obama's birth. 

HOWEVER, Judge Malihi also took note of the fact that Obama's attorney, Michael

Jablonski, failed to appear and participate in the hearings, despite a court order to do

so. In the opening page of his ruling, Judge Malihi wrote:

"Ordinarily, the Court would enter a default order against the party that fails
to participate in any stage of a proceeding... Nonetheless, despite the
Defendant's failure to appear, Plaintiffs asked this Court to decide the case
on the merits of their arguments and evidence. The Court granted Plaintiff's
request."

As noted in press reports, "Based on the pre-hearing conference with the Judge, the

plaintiffs expected an outcome of at least such a default judgment, and hoped that a

ruling in their favor, based on the merits, was possible." The judge ruled against them

on the merits of their evidence; but he has NOT ruled on issuing a default judgment
AGAINST Barack Obama, for his FAILURE TO APPEAR. 

In fact, Judge Malihi wrote in his decision, "By deciding this matter on the merits, the

Court in no way condones the conduct or legal scholarship of Defendant's

attorney, Mr. Jablonski." As a result, the attorneys for the plaintiffs are now asking

the Judge to issue an order for Contempt of Court against Obama, and urged the

court not to overlook the fact that Obama had been subpoenaed for last week's hearing.

Obama's attorney, they pointed out, acknowledged the subpoena by asking that it be

quashed. But when the judge refused his request, he told a state elections official he

would not participate. 

"Plaintiff Weldon moves this court to refer an order for contempt to the Superior Court

for confirmation that defendant Obama is in contempt of court," the motion reads.

"Grounds for this motion are that defendant Obama willfully defied this court's order to

appear and testify during this court's hearing of January 26." 

One of the plaintiff's lawyers, Orly Taitz, told Judge Malihi that the contempt "exhibited

by the defendant... is so egregious that it warrants forwarding of the evidence and

findings... to the attorney general of Georgia for criminal prosecution." 

Obama SHOULD be cited for Contempt, and the judge SHOULD issue a summary
default judgment against him -- NOW! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

BARACK OBAMA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO JUST IGNORE THE LAW! As
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further noted in the motion for a Contempt of Court ruling, the letter from Obama's

lawyer to the state official, "coupled with the defendant's willful refusal to comply

with an order of this court, represent a direct threat to the rule of law. The... actions

represent a direct threat to the entire judicial branch and the separation of powers." 

Willfully ignoring a court subpoena is "unprecedented," one of the plaintiffs' lawyers

wrote. "While past presidents have litigated against subpoenas, in every case those

presidents acknowledged and respected the authority of the judicial branch... In the

instant case the defendant did not appeal to a higher court, and instead instructed the

Secretary of State that he would not participate... When the Secretary of State refused

to act in an unlawful manner the defendant ignored the Secretary of State, violated an

order of this court, and apparently instructed his attorney to act in a manner that violates

the professional rules of conduct of this state." 

Obama's action, he said, "amounts to no less than a declaration of total dictatorial

authority. Such declaration cannot go without response from this court. Failure to

respond to the defendant's contumacious conduct would amount to an admission that

this court and the judicial branch as a whole do not have the authority granted to them

under articles III and IV of the Constitution." 

The "Article II SuperPAC" caught up with one of the attorneys, Mark Hatfield, to get his

take on the judge's initial ruling. Hatfield stated, "obviously we are disappointed with the

decision, but there are a couple of items in the ruling that we are looking at. First, the

Judge never made any ruling on who has the burden of proof, even though he indicated

in chambers prior to the hearing that making the determination of the burden of proof

laid with Defendant Obama." He went on to say, "the Judge has a record of placing the

burden on the candidate, but didn't do so in this case." 

Another point Hatfield made was, the "Indiana Court of Appeals ruling in Arkeny
elevates the Indiana case above the Constitution," while also noting that the Judge

ignored the Minor court in Minor v Happersett, a ruling that clearly defined "natural born

citizen" and established precedent. When asked about next steps they would now take,

Hatfield stated, "we are going full bore and taking it up on appeal." 

THAT MEANS THIS IS ONLY A MINOR SETBACK -- THE FIGHT MUST CONTINUE
TO GET THE PRETENDER OBAMA OFF OF EVERY STATE PRESIDENTIAL
BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

One of the lawyers in this case, from the Legal Liberty Foundation, had this to say about

Judge Malihi's ruling: 
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"According to the Georgia court, a woman from any country can visit the U.S.
for one day, give birth, take the baby back to any country to be raised under
any culture, and that baby can return as an adult, live here for 14 years and
run for President. The end result of this ruling is outrageous. It runs contrary
to common sense as well as to established law… we will be appealing the
Georgia Court's ruling. We will continue to fight for Constitutional rule of law.
Failing that we will continue to force Courts to show their true colors. If our
judicial branch will not uphold the rule of law, that fact needs to be exposed
to the harsh light of day for all the world to see."

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING -- IT'S STARTING TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE! 

Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is STARTING
TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's

constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election ballots... including

Alabama, Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 

FIRST, Obama faced his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of America of

Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began sending messages to

Secretaries of State in all 50 States to get him off of EVERY SINGLE STATE'S

ELECTION BALLOT!! 

NOW... we're WIDENING our "net" to contact even MORE political leaders in all of the

States... AND to run our ads in a dozen MORE States! 

WE STARTED WITH FAXES TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE -- NOW
WE'RE EXPANDING THE FAXING TO EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, TOO! 

To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we're adding the option to send your

personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make the final

decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at voter

fraud and Contempt of Court charges)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 

WE STARTED WITH RADIO ADS IN NINE STATES -- AND WITH YOUR HELP,
WE'RE ABOUT TO LAUNCH IN A DOZEN MORE... 

AND WE'RE ABOUT TO LAUNCH OUR NATIONAL TELEVISION ADS! 

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off
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of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President have begun running ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 615 radio spots across 11 markets! 

If you live in Corpus Christi TX (KKBA-FM), Victorville CA (KATJ-FM), Pittsburgh PA
(WMBS-AM), Chicago IL (WIND-AM), Brownsville TX (XMLS-FM and XHNA-FM),

Cincinnati OH (WMOJ-FM), Lafeyette LA (KFXZ-FM), or Spokane WA (KGZG-FM)...

you were able to hear our ads that started running on Monday, January 30th! 

If you live in Wausau-Stevens Point WI (WMZK-FM), Bakersfield CA (KVMX-FM), or

Franklin NH (WFTN-FM)... you are able to hear our ads that started running on
Monday, February 13th! 

And shortly, our television ads will be running on over four dozen TV networks
across the ENTIRE UNITED STATES -- we've scheduled nearly TWO THOUSAND TV
SPOTS, which will be seen by 2,750,000 VIEWERS NATIONWIDE! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO RUN THESE ADS! 

We started with ads on radio stations in multiple states... now we'll be on national

television networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO

SHINING SEA are beginning to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected...

because he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

WATCH OUR TV & RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE
STATIONS ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7400 

By the way, in case you hadn't heard... YOU CAN NOW WATCH THE FULL "BARACK
HUSSEIN OBAMA ELIGIBILITY HEARING" ONLINE -- just click here to view the

recording provided by our friends at the Article II Super PAC. You'll see for yourself
how Barack Obama FAILED to appear before by a State Judge in Georgia to defend

against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential Primary ballot in

March. Now the judge is preparing to order Obama to be KICKED OFF THE BALLOT
there -- because it's been proven he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

You can also read the entire hearing's transcript -- click here to download a full
PDF version of it! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

The judge has made his initial ruling... BUT IT MUST NOT END HERE! WE MUST GET
OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 
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SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER
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became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

THIS IS NOW SPREADING TO OTHER STATES -- WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

The Georgia court was the first court to address the substantive Constitutional issue of

eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges to Obama's Constitutional

qualifications to hold office have refused to address the substantive issue and have

dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, that did NOT happen. We finally have a sound argument against Obama's

eligibility that can stand up in Court. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162

(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with
the nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were
familiar, it was never doubted that all children born in a country of
parents who were its citizens became themselves, upon their birth,
citizens also. These were natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished
from aliens or foreigners. Some authorities go further and include as citizens
children born within the jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of
their parents. As to this class there have been doubts, but never as to the
first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:
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"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND WE FINALLY GOT A FULL HEARING IN COURT! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. This is already spreading virally to SIX MORE States, where

suits have also been filed! Attorney Larry Klayman is leading the California and Florida

ballot challenges... Commander Charles Kerchner is leading the Pennsylvania ballot

challenge... but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we need

to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every one of

the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we win in the courts,

THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies to be

on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in Contempt of Court if they

refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN -- BY SENDING MESSAGES AND RUNNING

ADS ACROSS THE NATION! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT
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eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President have launched on both radio and television stations NATIONWIDE! We need
YOUR help to run these ads all across America! 

We started with ads on radio stations in multiple states... now we'll be on national

television networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO

SHINING SEA are beginning to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected...

because he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia has already taken place...and now it's SPREADING to even MORE States!

This would NOT have been possible without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens

across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here, and to each of the 50 Attorneys General by clicking here. Thank
you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7400

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7400
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com
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Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm@  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Obama Care
Date: Monday, June 13, 2011 8:58:16 AM

fyi
 

From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 8:57 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Craig Perry
Subject: Re: Obama Care
 
OHCA and Health Dept. are researching waiver issue right now. Craig, please give him a call and let
him know that there is no process for a general waiver from Obamacare and that we are researching
our options and will get back to him.
 
From: Denise Northrup 
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2011 08:20 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Craig Perry 
Subject: FW: Obama Care 
 
Can one of you call Bennett to discuss? thanks
 

From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 10:57 AM
To: Denise Northrup
Subject: FW: Obama Care
 
John Bennet’s office keeps calling me about whether or not the boss is planning to ask for a waiver
for Obama Care in Oklahoma.
 
Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
 

From: Tammie Wright 
Sent: Friday, June 03, 2011 1:15 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Cc: 'marthaperry@okhouse.gov'; 'john.bennett@okhouse.gov'
Subject: Obama Care
 
Rep. John Bennett would like to know if Governor Fallin is planning to ask for a waiver for Obama
Care in Oklahoma. He highly urges her to ask for a waiver. Martha Perry works for him during the
interim and she has been copied on this email.
 
Tammie Wright
Deputy  Director of Scheduling
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Dave Gravis
To: bingman@oksenate.gov; VoteforDoak@gmail.com; Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Care
Date: Sunday, March 20, 2011 3:13:16 PM

I am forwarding this to you because I agree with it.
I do not understand why we are taking Federal monies
if we are against the whole thing in the first place!!!
====FORWARDED=MESSAGE========================
To the Honorable John Doak <AND MY REPRESENTATIVES!!>;

    I am writing concerning the $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the

federal government to establish an Oklahoma-based Health Insurance Exchange.

This money is clearly tied to Obama-Care. Why is Oklahoma talking out both

sides of it mouth. Attorney General Scott Pruit is aggressively opposing the

constitutionality of Obama-Care and yet we are accepting $54 Million grant

from the federal government for it's implementation.

    This is the very reason that Oklahoman's don't trust republicans. We say

one thing and do another. Now that the republican party has gained control

of the executive and legislative branches of state government we can either

make or break a third party by our legislative actions. By accepting this

grant we put a nail in the coffin of the republican party and reinforce in

the minds of many the need for a 3rd party. I strongly recommend that this

grant be returned to the federal government in it's entirety, at the

earliest possible opportunity.

    I am frankly shocked and appalled that so many professing conservatives,

Mary Fallin, Brian Bingman and John Doak, were in support of accepting this

grant. If this money is not returned my disgust will be reflected as and

active campaigner and as a voter.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Done With “Fundamentaly Transforming” America?
Date: Sunday, July 15, 2012 2:45:32 PM

what about all this///?????
 
From: Western Journalism
Sent: Sunday, July 15, 2012 2:04 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: Obama Done With “Fundamentaly Transforming” America?
 

Breaking News from Western Journalism: Obama Done With “Fundamentaly
Transforming” America?

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

The Western Center for Journalism

  

Do not miss a single issue, add wcj@westernjournalism.com to your buddy list, contact list or
safe list. Do not reply to this e-mail. If you wish to contact our staff, please use the contact us
page on our website.

Donate today to help defray the costs of this important free newsletter.

Obama Done With “Fundamentaly Transforming” America?
Jul 15, 2012 01:58 pm | Tim Powers

As Obama’s recent slew of executive orders abound, it is not hard to see that he is
putting everything in place for the forced takeover of the United States of America.
He told us all four years ago that he… Continue to Post

Cowardly EPA Thumbs Nose At Private Citizen, Hides Behind
Bureaucracy
Jul 15, 2012 01:40 pm | Breaking News

Since the end of May, we’ve been following the story of Larry Keller and his dealings
with the bloated, out of control Environmental Protection Agency. What started with
a simple one sentence email, in response to an average bureaucrat doing what…
Continue to Post
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There Still Is Time To Save America!
Jul 15, 2012 01:19 pm | Gabor Zolna

How blind are many Americans? Obama, during a speech in Virginia on Friday, said
” I noticed the House of Representatives, the Republicans in the House of
Representatives, they voted to repeal it again.”  He went on to say “That… Continue
to Post

Video: Who Is Dead Obama Staffer Alex Okrent?
Jul 15, 2012 01:18 pm | Kris Zane

Phoenix Man Jailed And Fined For Home Bible Study
Jul 15, 2012 12:12 pm | Shawn Paul

Most Christians in America would likely have never imagined that holding a private
Bible study in their home could ever be considered a criminal behavior in their
lifetime, but apparently, that time has already come. Over the last 10 years,…
Continue to Post

Conservatives In Hollywood: A Real Underdog Story
Jul 15, 2012 12:11 pm | B. Christopher Agee

Liberal politicians like to contend that their policies stand for the “little guy”,
though most on the right recognize this as mere lip service as they continue to push
for legislation that would negatively impact everyone (including the “little guy”)…
Continue to Post

San Fran Officials Consider Bizarre Water Fountain Regulation
Jul 15, 2012 09:49 am | B. Christopher Agee

San Fransisco legislators are reportedly considering an expensive, intrusive, and
completely unnecessary ordinance that would force any business with a water
fountain to install specialized water bottle filling stations. The approximately $750
renovation was proposed to help urge citizens to… Continue to Post
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Cartoon: ObamaCare Kills Liberty
Jul 14, 2012 04:32 pm | Cagle Cartoons

Cartoon:ObamaCare Kills Liberty

Cartoon: Distraction
Jul 14, 2012 04:02 pm | Cagle Cartoons

Cartoon:Distraction

If you missed it:
Senate To Gut Second Amendment?

Why Condi Rice Is The Perfect Choice For Mitt Romney

Video: Exposed: Obama’s Radical, Communist Mentor

Cartoon: Secretive Obama

OK, Mr. Obama, Let’s Be Fair!
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Eligibility COVERUP By Government!
Date: Thursday, May 17, 2012 12:04:29 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts.com
Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2012 11:36 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Obama Eligibility COVERUP By Government!
 

 

Obama's Eligibility Question Being COVERED UP by Government -- Now Tell
EVERY Secretary of State AND Attorney General to REMOVE Obama From their
Ballot:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7684 

ALERT: More PROOF is emerging that the Obama regime is covering up any paper

trail that exists which could prove that Barack Hussein Obama is NOT ELIGIBLE to be

President of the United States! 

This time, the U.S. Government is attempting to HIDE OBAMA'S DRAFT
REGISTRATION -- which could show evidence of FORGERY, and that he was listed as

a foreign student in college. As the Washington Times is reporting: 

"Changes in the wording of Selective Service System record-keeping
requirements, made days after the opening of an investigation into the
alleged forgery of President Barack Obama's selective service
registration form, raise serious questions about U.S. Government
intentions. 

The new rules allow existing copies of documents that may be sought by
investigators to be destroyed. 

The Selective Service System's new privacy rules were published in the
Federal Register on Tuesday, September 20, 2011, four days after [the
announcement] that the Maricopa County (Arizona) Sheriff's Office "Cold
Case Posse" was opening an inquiry with full subpoena power into alleged
forgery of several documents concerning Obama's birth and draft
registration."

Did you get that? Changes in the wording of the privacy rules ALTERS the status of

federal records -- like the requested draft registration records -- from "record copies" to

"nonrecord copies"... and nonrecord copies are subject to disposal! 

23399

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:replies@conservativeactionalerts.com
mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671748:12040388934:m:1:284157528:2C9F06B001E7A6FEE5BA72322A11344F:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671749:12040388934:m:1:284157528:2C9F06B001E7A6FEE5BA72322A11344F:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671750:12040388934:m:1:284157528:2C9F06B001E7A6FEE5BA72322A11344F:r


The evidence against Obama's eligibility keeps mounting higher and higher -- AND THE
OBAMA REGIME KEEPS TRYING TO COVER IT UP! 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!!! BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA MUST BE REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

The government's timing of this new "rule change" is HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS, since

Investigators with Sheriff Joe Arpaio's "Cold Case Posse" concluded that the copy of

Obama's Selective Service registration card obtained through a Freedom of Information

Act (FOIA) request was "fraudulently created." Sheriff Joe's findings were

announced at a March 1, 2012 press conference in Phoenix; but his

announcement of a full inquiry was announced on Sept. 16th... and the

government's announcement came only four days later! 

Here's why this is so important: If microfilm copies of Selective Service records are

destroyed, it would make it difficult to prove whether or when Obama registered with the

Selective Service. At issue is whether Obama attended Occidental College in Los

Angeles as a foreign student, possibly using an Indonesian passport. Foreign

students are not required to register with the Selective Service; therefore, if there were

no record of his registration, this would raise questions about Obama's legal status at

that time: was his status that of a U.S. citizen or a foreign student, possibly with dual
passports? 

WE DON'T KNOW -- because Obama has also REFUSED to release ANY of his

college transcripts! Now there's a $10,000 REWARD for anyone who can provide ANY

copies of those transcripts... which could PROVE that Obama took courses and wrote

papers from a hardcore Marxist stance... or even that he might have registered as a
foreign student! 

All of this comes on top of the OTHER blockbuster, earth-shattering news: 

Obama's own attorney says his birth certificate is a FORGERY. 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: On April 12, 2012, Alexandra Hill -- Obama's attorney in

New Jersey -- told the presiding judge in open court that Barack Obama's birth

certificate is a forgery! 

It's finally all out in the open -- OBAMA ADMITS TO THIS FORGERY! 

WHAT MORE PROOF DO WE NEED??? BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA MUST BE
REMOVED FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 
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SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Conservative blogger Brooks Bayne has spearheaded the new effort to try to obtain

Barack Obama's college transcripts. As he writes at his trenches.us website: 

You've failed, media. 

You've had over three years to vet President Barack Obama. Yet in three
years in office and over a year of campaigning beforehand, you have either
been oddly uninterested or purposefully ignorant of Barack Obama's
educational history. You were, however, quite interested in George Bush's
transcripts. 

This uncharacteristic absence of curiosity about an American president
alarms us. At $15 trillion, our nation's debt is the highest it has ever been -
and it keeps growing. We're not convinced that Barack is as smart as you
media elitists keep insisting he is. 

We therefore offer in reward $10,000 to anyone who provides the college
transcripts of President Barack Obama. Occidental, Harvard, Columbia... any
would represent more intellectual curiosity about the leader of the free world
than the media has demonstrated since Obama won the Democrat primary.

Why have media outlets given Barack Obama a free pass on his academic history,

when they certainly never gave past presidents, like George W. Bush, a pass? WHAT
IS OBAMA TRYING TO HIDE? 

Maybe he's trying to hide the fact that he had to register as a foreign student... since it's

becoming clear that his birth certificate is a FORGERY. After all... OBAMA'S OWN
LAWYER HAD ADMITTED AS MUCH! 

THAT incredible news was reported by Dan Crosby at the Daily Pen: 

"After a Maricopa County law enforcement agency conducted a six-month
forensic examination which determined that the image of Obama's alleged

1961 Certificate of Live Birth posted to a government website in April,
2011 is a digital fabrication and that it did not originate from a genuine
paper document, arguments from an Obama eligibility lawyer during a

recent New Jersey ballot challenge hearing reveals the image was not only
a fabrication, but that it was likely part of a contrived plot by counterfeiters
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to endow Obama with mere political support while simultaneously making
the image intentionally appear absurd and, therefore, invalid as evidence
toward proving Obama's ineligibility in a court of law. 

Obama's lawyer, Alexandra Hill, agreed with arguments that the image of
Obama's birth certificate was a forgery and made the absurd claim that,
therefore, it cannot be used as evidence to confirm his lack of natural born
citizenship status. Therefore, she argued, it is 'irrelevant to his placement on
the ballot'. Hill went on to contort reasoning by implying that Obama needs
only invoke his political popularity, not legal qualifications, in order to be a
candidate."

Did you catch that? Obama's lawyer AGREED that his "birth certificate" was a forgery -

- but then had the GALL to argue that this means it can't be introduced as evidence to

remove him from the Presidential ballot!!! 

HER PLOY DID NOT WORK -- Judge Masin denied the motion to dismiss and the
case proceeded to trial. 

This comes hot on the heels of the news that a Supreme Court Justice in Alabama has

declared that, thanks to recent investigations into Barack Hussein Obama's alleged

Constitutional ineligibility to be President of the United States, a filing that seeks to

require an original copy of Obama's birth certificate before he would be allowed on the

presidential ballot in November has raised "serious questions" about Obama's "birth

certificate" -- and the possibility that it's a FORGERY. 

Justice Tom Parker has filed a "special, unpublished concurrence" in the case arguing

that Alabama citizen Hugh McInnish's charges of "forgery" were legitimate cause for
concern, according to a report at WorldNet Daily! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: a State Supreme Court Justice AGREES that the evidence

against Obama's eligibility is legitimate... and possibly damning! The more that Barack

Hussein Obama is finally investigated... the more it becomes CLEAR that he is NOT
ELIGIBLE TO BE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES! 

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

In his "concurrence" opinion, Justice Parker wrote: 
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"McInnish seeks from this court a writ of mandamus, directly ordering Beth
Chapman, as secretary of state for the State of Alabama, 'to demand that
[President Barack Hussein] Obama cause a certified copy of his bona-fide
birth certificate be delivered to her direct from the government official who is
in charge of the record in which it is stored, and to make the receipt of such a
prerequisite to his name being placed on the Alabama ballot for the ...
November 6, 2012, general election.'"

And even though he voted with the majority that "the Alabama Constitution implies that

this court is without jurisdiction over McInnish's original petition" -- which now throws it in

the Secretary of State's lap -- Justice Parker then wrote, "Mclnnish has attached certain

documentation to his mandamus petition, which, if presented to the appropriate forum

as part of a proper evidentiary presentation, would raise serious questions about the

authenticity of both the 'short form' and the 'long form' birth certificates of President

Barack Hussein Obama that have been made public." 

THAT'S WHY WE NEED TO FORCE THE 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO
REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR BALLOTS! 

You can thank one very thorough law enforcement officer for this latest development:

Sheriff Joe Arpaio, and his "Cold Case Posse." And in the words of Sheriff Joe, when

asked about his official probe into Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President of

the United States: "We got tons of other information that could be very shocking!" 

"I'm not going after the president to keep him off a ballot or anything else, but
that could happen," Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio said. "I'm going at it strictly as
a law-enforcement guy investigating a possible forgery and fraud. I'm sticking
with that, but I'll tell you one thing. We got tons of other information that
could be very shocking, too, but I'm sticking now with just the [forgery]
investigation and possible criminal violations."

Sheriff Joe is also calling the media's suppression of his findings of a likely forged

presidential birth certificate and Selective Service Card "probably the biggest

censorship blackout in the history of the United States." 

BUT, in spite of the media "blackout," his investigation is WORKING! After Sheriff Joe

released his report on the likelihood that Obama's "birth certificate" is probably fake,

states are beginning to MOVE to force the issue to the forefront! The L.A. Times
reports: 

"Weeks after Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio embraced the... contention
that President Obama was born outside the U.S. and is therefore ineligible to
hold office, other elected officials jumped on the bandwagon. 

On Wednesday, Republican state Rep. Carl Seel's 'birther bill' passed a
Senate committee on a party-line vote, the Arizona Republic reported. The
bill, passed 4 to 2, would require candidates for president and vice president
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to submit affidavits to the Arizona secretary of state vowing that they meet
the constitutional requirements to hold office, including being born in the
U.S. 

Although Republican state Sen. Judy Burges voted for the bill, she
complained that it had been watered down, the Republic reported. An earlier
version required the secretary of state to certify candidates' citizenship. 

Meanwhile, Republican Secretary of State Ken Bennett is expected to call
for aspiring chief executives to complete a form that asks about their place of
birth. 'There has been a lot of media attention devoted to this, so we wanted
to make sure there is a standardized form,' spokesman Matthew Roberts told
the Associated Press."

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As we reported earlier, this came about because of the HUGE NEWS that has broken

regarding Barack Hussein Obama's Constitutional eligibility to be President of the United

States. According to WorldNet Daily: 

"An investigative "Cold Case Posse" launched six months ago by "America's
toughest sheriff" -- Joe Arpaio of Arizona's Maricopa County -- has
concluded there is probable cause that the document released by the White
House last year as President Obama's birth certificate is a computer-
generated forgery."

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: It is now OFFICIAL that Barack Obama's "birth certificate" IS

PROBABLY A FAKE -- and States are now beginning to pass bills to FORCE Obama to

PROVE he's a natural-born citizen, thanks to Sheriff Joe's dogged persistence! 

THIS IS HUGE. 

Sheriff Joe's investigative team has asked him to elevate the investigation to a

CRIMINAL PROBE -- which will make the resources of his Maricopa County Sheriff's

Office available for a FULL INVESTIGATION! 

Why did Sheriff Joe Arpaio -- a nationally-recognized law enforcement figure who

is best known for his strict enforcement of laws against illegal immigration --
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commission this "Cold Case Posse" to investigate Barack Obama's alleged birth

certificate? Simple: he was doing his job, in response to local citizens who presented

him with a petition expressing concern that Obama might not be eligible for Arizona's

presidential ballot. 

That's what we're trying to get every Secretary of State and every Attorney
General to do: THEIR JOBS. 

And that's why we've set up our website so that you can send a message directly to

each and every one of them, in ALL 50 STATES. 

AND... YOUR MESSAGES ARE WORKING! 

Just look what's happening right now: Not only is Arizona pushing through a bill to force

Obama to prove he's actually a natural-born citizen; another CASE has been filed

asking State officials to REMOVE Barack Hussein Obama from the 2012 presidential

ballot, because he DOES NOT meet the state's eligibility requirements -- this time, in

Pennsylvania! 

Thanks to the massive and persistent efforts of patriots across America -- PATRIOTS
LIKE YOU -- the challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be on State

presidential ballots are SPREADING. 

LET'S KEEP UP THE PRESSURE NOW! 

We FINALLY got a court to rule on the merits of the argument that Obama is NOT a

"natural born citizen." Before the recent case in Georgia, everyone that had brought a

challenge against Obama's eligibility was dismissed on "procedural grounds." Before

this case, we had courts across the country telling Americans that they had no right to

demand that courts and the government enforce the Constitution. 

NO MORE! NOW we can move forward in the courts! Not only has another case been

filed, this time in Pennsylvania -- the Georgia case is already being appealed. The

appeals process now will focus on the definition of "natural born citizen" rather than

procedure -- for the first time since the issue of Obama's eligibility was raised. 

THESE EFFORTS ARE WORKING! NOW WE HAVE TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS
TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN
AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

So here's where we stand: In addition to the opinion written by Alabama Supreme Court
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Justice Parker on the petition filed by Hugh McInnish, and another case filed by Dale

Laudenslager and Charles Kerchner in Pennsylvania, a complaint recently was filed in

Indiana, and Georgia's dispute already is moving to higher courts. Cases also are

reported to be developing in Mississippi and other states. 

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING -- IT'S STARTING TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE! 

Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is STARTING
TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's

constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election ballots... including

Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 

FIRST, Obama faced his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of

America of Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began

sending messages to Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General in all 50

STATES: to get him off of EVERY SINGLE STATE'S ELECTION BALLOT!! 

WE MUST NOT BACK OFF NOW THAT WE'RE MAKING HEADWAY! 

To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we've set up our website so that you

can send your personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make

the final decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at

voter fraud and Contempt of Court charges)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

It's now spreading to more and more States -- but we MUST keep up the pressure! WE

MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE

NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 
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WE FINALLY ARE BEGINNING TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and have a chance to keep him OFF of the 2012
election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S A QUICK "REFRESHER COURSE" ON HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

THIS IS NOW SPREADING TO OTHER STATES -- WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
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CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

We finally have a sound argument against Obama's eligibility that can stand up in Court.

You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162 (1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with
the nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were
familiar, it was never doubted that all children born in a country of
parents who were its citizens became themselves, upon their birth,
citizens also. These were natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished
from aliens or foreigners. Some authorities go further and include as citizens
children born within the jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of
their parents. As to this class there have been doubts, but never as to the
first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND WE FINALLY GOT A FULL HEARING IN COURT! 

It started in Georgia -- and it's not stopping. This is spreading virally to SIX MORE

States, where suits have also been filed, PLUS new bills being introduced like the one in

Arizona! Attorney Larry Klayman is leading the California and Florida ballot

challenges... Commander Charles Kerchner is leading the Pennsylvania ballot
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challenge... and Sheriff Joe Arpaio has launched an investigation into Obama's forged

birth certificate... but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we

need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every

one of the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we win in the

courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies

to be on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in Contempt of Court if

they refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN -- BY SENDING MESSAGES AND RUNNING

ADS ACROSS THE NATION! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT

eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Sheriff Joe Arpaio's posse, comprised of former law enforcement officers and

lawyers with law enforcement experience, has interviewed dozens of witnesses and

examined hundreds of documents. It also has taken numerous sworn statements from

witnesses around the world. 

The investigators say the evidence contained in the computer-generated PDF file

released by the White House, as well as important deficiencies in the Hawaii process of

certifying the long-form birth certificate, establish probable cause that a forgery has
been committed. And thanks to all of these efforts, states like Arizona are stepping up

with bills to FORCE Obama to PROVE he's a natural-born citizen! 
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MOMENTUM IS FINALLY BUILDING ON THIS ISSUE! The first hearing on Barack

Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot has finally taken place...and

now that it's SPREADING to even MORE States, Obama's own lawyer has been forced
to admit that his "birth certificate" was a forgery! This would NOT have been possible

without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here, and to each of the 50 Attorneys General by clicking here. Thank
you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7684

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7684
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm@  

You were added to the system August 28, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Eligibility COVERUP By Government!
Date: Thursday, May 17, 2012 1:10:24 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2012 11:36 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Obama Eligibility COVERUP By Government!
 

 

Obama's Eligibility Question Being COVERED UP by Government -- Now Tell
EVERY Secretary of State AND Attorney General to REMOVE Obama From their
Ballot:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7683 

ALERT: More PROOF is emerging that the Obama regime is covering up any paper

trail that exists which could prove that Barack Hussein Obama is NOT ELIGIBLE to be

President of the United States! 

This time, the U.S. Government is attempting to HIDE OBAMA'S DRAFT
REGISTRATION -- which could show evidence of FORGERY, and that he was listed as

a foreign student in college. As the Washington Times is reporting: 

"Changes in the wording of Selective Service System record-keeping
requirements, made days after the opening of an investigation into the
alleged forgery of President Barack Obama's selective service
registration form, raise serious questions about U.S. Government
intentions. 

The new rules allow existing copies of documents that may be sought by
investigators to be destroyed. 

The Selective Service System's new privacy rules were published in the
Federal Register on Tuesday, September 20, 2011, four days after [the
announcement] that the Maricopa County (Arizona) Sheriff's Office "Cold
Case Posse" was opening an inquiry with full subpoena power into alleged
forgery of several documents concerning Obama's birth and draft
registration."

Did you get that? Changes in the wording of the privacy rules ALTERS the status of

federal records -- like the requested draft registration records -- from "record copies" to

"nonrecord copies"... and nonrecord copies are subject to disposal! 
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The evidence against Obama's eligibility keeps mounting higher and higher -- AND THE
OBAMA REGIME KEEPS TRYING TO COVER IT UP! 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!!! BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA MUST BE REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

The government's timing of this new "rule change" is HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS, since

Investigators with Sheriff Joe Arpaio's "Cold Case Posse" concluded that the copy of

Obama's Selective Service registration card obtained through a Freedom of Information

Act (FOIA) request was "fraudulently created." Sheriff Joe's findings were

announced at a March 1, 2012 press conference in Phoenix; but his

announcement of a full inquiry was announced on Sept. 16th... and the

government's announcement came only four days later! 

Here's why this is so important: If microfilm copies of Selective Service records are

destroyed, it would make it difficult to prove whether or when Obama registered with the

Selective Service. At issue is whether Obama attended Occidental College in Los

Angeles as a foreign student, possibly using an Indonesian passport. Foreign

students are not required to register with the Selective Service; therefore, if there were

no record of his registration, this would raise questions about Obama's legal status at

that time: was his status that of a U.S. citizen or a foreign student, possibly with dual
passports? 

WE DON'T KNOW -- because Obama has also REFUSED to release ANY of his

college transcripts! Now there's a $10,000 REWARD for anyone who can provide ANY

copies of those transcripts... which could PROVE that Obama took courses and wrote

papers from a hardcore Marxist stance... or even that he might have registered as a
foreign student! 

All of this comes on top of the OTHER blockbuster, earth-shattering news: 

Obama's own attorney says his birth certificate is a FORGERY. 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: On April 12, 2012, Alexandra Hill -- Obama's attorney in

New Jersey -- told the presiding judge in open court that Barack Obama's birth

certificate is a forgery! 

It's finally all out in the open -- OBAMA ADMITS TO THIS FORGERY! 

WHAT MORE PROOF DO WE NEED??? BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA MUST BE
REMOVED FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 
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SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Conservative blogger Brooks Bayne has spearheaded the new effort to try to obtain

Barack Obama's college transcripts. As he writes at his trenches.us website: 

You've failed, media. 

You've had over three years to vet President Barack Obama. Yet in three
years in office and over a year of campaigning beforehand, you have either
been oddly uninterested or purposefully ignorant of Barack Obama's
educational history. You were, however, quite interested in George Bush's
transcripts. 

This uncharacteristic absence of curiosity about an American president
alarms us. At $15 trillion, our nation's debt is the highest it has ever been -
and it keeps growing. We're not convinced that Barack is as smart as you
media elitists keep insisting he is. 

We therefore offer in reward $10,000 to anyone who provides the college
transcripts of President Barack Obama. Occidental, Harvard, Columbia... any
would represent more intellectual curiosity about the leader of the free world
than the media has demonstrated since Obama won the Democrat primary.

Why have media outlets given Barack Obama a free pass on his academic history,

when they certainly never gave past presidents, like George W. Bush, a pass? WHAT
IS OBAMA TRYING TO HIDE? 

Maybe he's trying to hide the fact that he had to register as a foreign student... since it's

becoming clear that his birth certificate is a FORGERY. After all... OBAMA'S OWN
LAWYER HAD ADMITTED AS MUCH! 

THAT incredible news was reported by Dan Crosby at the Daily Pen: 

"After a Maricopa County law enforcement agency conducted a six-month
forensic examination which determined that the image of Obama's alleged

1961 Certificate of Live Birth posted to a government website in April,
2011 is a digital fabrication and that it did not originate from a genuine
paper document, arguments from an Obama eligibility lawyer during a

recent New Jersey ballot challenge hearing reveals the image was not only
a fabrication, but that it was likely part of a contrived plot by counterfeiters
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to endow Obama with mere political support while simultaneously making
the image intentionally appear absurd and, therefore, invalid as evidence
toward proving Obama's ineligibility in a court of law. 

Obama's lawyer, Alexandra Hill, agreed with arguments that the image of
Obama's birth certificate was a forgery and made the absurd claim that,
therefore, it cannot be used as evidence to confirm his lack of natural born
citizenship status. Therefore, she argued, it is 'irrelevant to his placement on
the ballot'. Hill went on to contort reasoning by implying that Obama needs
only invoke his political popularity, not legal qualifications, in order to be a
candidate."

Did you catch that? Obama's lawyer AGREED that his "birth certificate" was a forgery -

- but then had the GALL to argue that this means it can't be introduced as evidence to

remove him from the Presidential ballot!!! 

HER PLOY DID NOT WORK -- Judge Masin denied the motion to dismiss and the
case proceeded to trial. 

This comes hot on the heels of the news that a Supreme Court Justice in Alabama has

declared that, thanks to recent investigations into Barack Hussein Obama's alleged

Constitutional ineligibility to be President of the United States, a filing that seeks to

require an original copy of Obama's birth certificate before he would be allowed on the

presidential ballot in November has raised "serious questions" about Obama's "birth

certificate" -- and the possibility that it's a FORGERY. 

Justice Tom Parker has filed a "special, unpublished concurrence" in the case arguing

that Alabama citizen Hugh McInnish's charges of "forgery" were legitimate cause for
concern, according to a report at WorldNet Daily! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: a State Supreme Court Justice AGREES that the evidence

against Obama's eligibility is legitimate... and possibly damning! The more that Barack

Hussein Obama is finally investigated... the more it becomes CLEAR that he is NOT
ELIGIBLE TO BE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES! 

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

In his "concurrence" opinion, Justice Parker wrote: 
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"McInnish seeks from this court a writ of mandamus, directly ordering Beth
Chapman, as secretary of state for the State of Alabama, 'to demand that
[President Barack Hussein] Obama cause a certified copy of his bona-fide
birth certificate be delivered to her direct from the government official who is
in charge of the record in which it is stored, and to make the receipt of such a
prerequisite to his name being placed on the Alabama ballot for the ...
November 6, 2012, general election.'"

And even though he voted with the majority that "the Alabama Constitution implies that

this court is without jurisdiction over McInnish's original petition" -- which now throws it in

the Secretary of State's lap -- Justice Parker then wrote, "Mclnnish has attached certain

documentation to his mandamus petition, which, if presented to the appropriate forum

as part of a proper evidentiary presentation, would raise serious questions about the

authenticity of both the 'short form' and the 'long form' birth certificates of President

Barack Hussein Obama that have been made public." 

THAT'S WHY WE NEED TO FORCE THE 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO
REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR BALLOTS! 

You can thank one very thorough law enforcement officer for this latest development:

Sheriff Joe Arpaio, and his "Cold Case Posse." And in the words of Sheriff Joe, when

asked about his official probe into Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President of

the United States: "We got tons of other information that could be very shocking!" 

"I'm not going after the president to keep him off a ballot or anything else, but
that could happen," Arizona Sheriff Joe Arpaio said. "I'm going at it strictly as
a law-enforcement guy investigating a possible forgery and fraud. I'm sticking
with that, but I'll tell you one thing. We got tons of other information that
could be very shocking, too, but I'm sticking now with just the [forgery]
investigation and possible criminal violations."

Sheriff Joe is also calling the media's suppression of his findings of a likely forged

presidential birth certificate and Selective Service Card "probably the biggest

censorship blackout in the history of the United States." 

BUT, in spite of the media "blackout," his investigation is WORKING! After Sheriff Joe

released his report on the likelihood that Obama's "birth certificate" is probably fake,

states are beginning to MOVE to force the issue to the forefront! The L.A. Times
reports: 

"Weeks after Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio embraced the... contention
that President Obama was born outside the U.S. and is therefore ineligible to
hold office, other elected officials jumped on the bandwagon. 

On Wednesday, Republican state Rep. Carl Seel's 'birther bill' passed a
Senate committee on a party-line vote, the Arizona Republic reported. The
bill, passed 4 to 2, would require candidates for president and vice president
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to submit affidavits to the Arizona secretary of state vowing that they meet
the constitutional requirements to hold office, including being born in the
U.S. 

Although Republican state Sen. Judy Burges voted for the bill, she
complained that it had been watered down, the Republic reported. An earlier
version required the secretary of state to certify candidates' citizenship. 

Meanwhile, Republican Secretary of State Ken Bennett is expected to call
for aspiring chief executives to complete a form that asks about their place of
birth. 'There has been a lot of media attention devoted to this, so we wanted
to make sure there is a standardized form,' spokesman Matthew Roberts told
the Associated Press."

NOW WE NEED TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM
THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As we reported earlier, this came about because of the HUGE NEWS that has broken

regarding Barack Hussein Obama's Constitutional eligibility to be President of the United

States. According to WorldNet Daily: 

"An investigative "Cold Case Posse" launched six months ago by "America's
toughest sheriff" -- Joe Arpaio of Arizona's Maricopa County -- has
concluded there is probable cause that the document released by the White
House last year as President Obama's birth certificate is a computer-
generated forgery."

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: It is now OFFICIAL that Barack Obama's "birth certificate" IS

PROBABLY A FAKE -- and States are now beginning to pass bills to FORCE Obama to

PROVE he's a natural-born citizen, thanks to Sheriff Joe's dogged persistence! 

THIS IS HUGE. 

Sheriff Joe's investigative team has asked him to elevate the investigation to a

CRIMINAL PROBE -- which will make the resources of his Maricopa County Sheriff's

Office available for a FULL INVESTIGATION! 

Why did Sheriff Joe Arpaio -- a nationally-recognized law enforcement figure who

is best known for his strict enforcement of laws against illegal immigration --
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commission this "Cold Case Posse" to investigate Barack Obama's alleged birth

certificate? Simple: he was doing his job, in response to local citizens who presented

him with a petition expressing concern that Obama might not be eligible for Arizona's

presidential ballot. 

That's what we're trying to get every Secretary of State and every Attorney
General to do: THEIR JOBS. 

And that's why we've set up our website so that you can send a message directly to

each and every one of them, in ALL 50 STATES. 

AND... YOUR MESSAGES ARE WORKING! 

Just look what's happening right now: Not only is Arizona pushing through a bill to force

Obama to prove he's actually a natural-born citizen; another CASE has been filed

asking State officials to REMOVE Barack Hussein Obama from the 2012 presidential

ballot, because he DOES NOT meet the state's eligibility requirements -- this time, in

Pennsylvania! 

Thanks to the massive and persistent efforts of patriots across America -- PATRIOTS
LIKE YOU -- the challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be on State

presidential ballots are SPREADING. 

LET'S KEEP UP THE PRESSURE NOW! 

We FINALLY got a court to rule on the merits of the argument that Obama is NOT a

"natural born citizen." Before the recent case in Georgia, everyone that had brought a

challenge against Obama's eligibility was dismissed on "procedural grounds." Before

this case, we had courts across the country telling Americans that they had no right to

demand that courts and the government enforce the Constitution. 

NO MORE! NOW we can move forward in the courts! Not only has another case been

filed, this time in Pennsylvania -- the Georgia case is already being appealed. The

appeals process now will focus on the definition of "natural born citizen" rather than

procedure -- for the first time since the issue of Obama's eligibility was raised. 

THESE EFFORTS ARE WORKING! NOW WE HAVE TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS
TO GET OBAMA REMOVED FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN
AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

So here's where we stand: In addition to the opinion written by Alabama Supreme Court
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Justice Parker on the petition filed by Hugh McInnish, and another case filed by Dale

Laudenslager and Charles Kerchner in Pennsylvania, a complaint recently was filed in

Indiana, and Georgia's dispute already is moving to higher courts. Cases also are

reported to be developing in Mississippi and other states. 

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING -- IT'S STARTING TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE! 

Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is STARTING
TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's

constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election ballots... including

Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 

FIRST, Obama faced his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of

America of Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began

sending messages to Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General in all 50

STATES: to get him off of EVERY SINGLE STATE'S ELECTION BALLOT!! 

WE MUST NOT BACK OFF NOW THAT WE'RE MAKING HEADWAY! 

To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we've set up our website so that you

can send your personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make

the final decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at

voter fraud and Contempt of Court charges)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

It's now spreading to more and more States -- but we MUST keep up the pressure! WE

MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE

NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 
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WE FINALLY ARE BEGINNING TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and have a chance to keep him OFF of the 2012
election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S A QUICK "REFRESHER COURSE" ON HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

THIS IS NOW SPREADING TO OTHER STATES -- WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
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CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

We finally have a sound argument against Obama's eligibility that can stand up in Court.

You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162 (1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with
the nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were
familiar, it was never doubted that all children born in a country of
parents who were its citizens became themselves, upon their birth,
citizens also. These were natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished
from aliens or foreigners. Some authorities go further and include as citizens
children born within the jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of
their parents. As to this class there have been doubts, but never as to the
first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND WE FINALLY GOT A FULL HEARING IN COURT! 

It started in Georgia -- and it's not stopping. This is spreading virally to SIX MORE

States, where suits have also been filed, PLUS new bills being introduced like the one in

Arizona! Attorney Larry Klayman is leading the California and Florida ballot

challenges... Commander Charles Kerchner is leading the Pennsylvania ballot

23420

http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671722:12040513004:m:1:168683179:D553DB80516C8B0E8D5324853C92541B:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671739:12040513004:m:1:168683179:D553DB80516C8B0E8D5324853C92541B:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671740:12040513004:m:1:168683179:D553DB80516C8B0E8D5324853C92541B:r


challenge... and Sheriff Joe Arpaio has launched an investigation into Obama's forged

birth certificate... but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we

need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every

one of the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we win in the

courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies

to be on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in Contempt of Court if

they refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN -- BY SENDING MESSAGES AND RUNNING

ADS ACROSS THE NATION! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT

eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Sheriff Joe Arpaio's posse, comprised of former law enforcement officers and

lawyers with law enforcement experience, has interviewed dozens of witnesses and

examined hundreds of documents. It also has taken numerous sworn statements from

witnesses around the world. 

The investigators say the evidence contained in the computer-generated PDF file

released by the White House, as well as important deficiencies in the Hawaii process of

certifying the long-form birth certificate, establish probable cause that a forgery has
been committed. And thanks to all of these efforts, states like Arizona are stepping up

with bills to FORCE Obama to PROVE he's a natural-born citizen! 

23421

http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671722:12040513004:m:1:168683179:D553DB80516C8B0E8D5324853C92541B:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671737:12040513004:m:1:168683179:D553DB80516C8B0E8D5324853C92541B:r
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/8671741:12040513004:m:1:168683179:D553DB80516C8B0E8D5324853C92541B:r


MOMENTUM IS FINALLY BUILDING ON THIS ISSUE! The first hearing on Barack

Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot has finally taken place...and

now that it's SPREADING to even MORE States, Obama's own lawyer has been forced
to admit that his "birth certificate" was a forgery! This would NOT have been possible

without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND EVERY

ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here, and to each of the 50 Attorneys General by clicking here. Thank
you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7683

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7683
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Eligibility SETBACK? Take Action!
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 2:11:45 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 11:09 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Obama Eligibility SETBACK? Take Action!
 

 

SETBACK in Obama Eligibility Challenge -- TAKE ACTION, Tell EVERY Secretary
of State AND Attorney General to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

ALERT: The judge in the Obama Eligibility hearing in Georgia has issued his initial

ruling... and at first glance, it doesn't look good. 

Which means WE HAVE TO DOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO GET OBAMA REMOVED
FROM THE BALLOT IN EVERY SINGLE STATE IN AMERICA! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

In the ruling issued on February 3rd by Judge Michael Malihi, of Georgia's Office of

State Administrative Hearings, he dismissed one challenge that contended Barack

Hussein Obama has a computer-generated Hawaiian birth certificate, a fraudulent

Social Security number and invalid U.S. identification papers. He also turned back

another that claimed the president is ineligible to be a candidate because his father was

not a U.S. citizen at the time of Obama's birth. 

HOWEVER, Judge Malihi also took note of the fact that Obama's attorney, Michael

Jablonski, failed to appear and participate in the hearings, despite a court order to do

so. In the opening page of his ruling, Judge Malihi wrote:

"Ordinarily, the Court would enter a default order against the party that fails
to participate in any stage of a proceeding... Nonetheless, despite the
Defendant's failure to appear, Plaintiffs asked this Court to decide the case
on the merits of their arguments and evidence. The Court granted Plaintiff's
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request."

As noted in press reports, "Based on the pre-hearing conference with the Judge, the

plaintiffs expected an outcome of at least such a default judgment, and hoped that a

ruling in their favor, based on the merits, was possible." The judge ruled against them

on the merits of their evidence; but he has NOT ruled on issuing a default judgment
AGAINST Barack Obama, for his FAILURE TO APPEAR. 

In fact, Judge Malihi wrote in his decision, "By deciding this matter on the merits, the

Court in no way condones the conduct or legal scholarship of Defendant's

attorney, Mr. Jablonski." As a result, the attorneys for the plaintiffs are now asking

the Judge to issue an order for Contempt of Court against Obama, and urged the

court not to overlook the fact that Obama had been subpoenaed for last week's hearing.

Obama's attorney, they pointed out, acknowledged the subpoena by asking that it be

quashed. But when the judge refused his request, he told a state elections official he

would not participate. 

"Plaintiff Weldon moves this court to refer an order for contempt to the Superior Court

for confirmation that defendant Obama is in contempt of court," the motion reads.

"Grounds for this motion are that defendant Obama willfully defied this court's order to

appear and testify during this court's hearing of January 26." 

One of the plaintiff's lawyers, Orly Taitz, told Judge Malihi that the contempt "exhibited

by the defendant... is so egregious that it warrants forwarding of the evidence and

findings... to the attorney general of Georgia for criminal prosecution." 

Obama SHOULD be cited for Contempt, and the judge SHOULD issue a summary
default judgment against him -- NOW! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

BARACK OBAMA MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO JUST IGNORE THE LAW! As

further noted in the motion for a Contempt of Court ruling, the letter from Obama's

lawyer to the state official, "coupled with the defendant's willful refusal to comply

with an order of this court, represent a direct threat to the rule of law. The... actions

represent a direct threat to the entire judicial branch and the separation of powers." 

Willfully ignoring a court subpoena is "unprecedented," one of the plaintiffs' lawyers

wrote. "While past presidents have litigated against subpoenas, in every case those

presidents acknowledged and respected the authority of the judicial branch... In the

instant case the defendant did not appeal to a higher court, and instead instructed the

Secretary of State that he would not participate... When the Secretary of State refused
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to act in an unlawful manner the defendant ignored the Secretary of State, violated an

order of this court, and apparently instructed his attorney to act in a manner that violates

the professional rules of conduct of this state." 

Obama's action, he said, "amounts to no less than a declaration of total dictatorial

authority. Such declaration cannot go without response from this court. Failure to

respond to the defendant's contumacious conduct would amount to an admission that

this court and the judicial branch as a whole do not have the authority granted to them

under articles III and IV of the Constitution." 

The "Article II SuperPAC" caught up with one of the attorneys, Mark Hatfield, to get his

take on the judge's initial ruling. Hatfield stated, "obviously we are disappointed with the

decision, but there are a couple of items in the ruling that we are looking at. First, the

Judge never made any ruling on who has the burden of proof, even though he indicated

in chambers prior to the hearing that making the determination of the burden of proof

laid with Defendant Obama." He went on to say, "the Judge has a record of placing the

burden on the candidate, but didn't do so in this case." 

Another point Hatfield made was, the "Indiana Court of Appeals ruling in Arkeny
elevates the Indiana case above the Constitution," while also noting that the Judge

ignored the Minor court in Minor v Happersett, a ruling that clearly defined "natural born

citizen" and established precedent. When asked about next steps they would now take,

Hatfield stated, "we are going full bore and taking it up on appeal." 

THAT MEANS THIS IS ONLY A MINOR SETBACK -- THE FIGHT MUST CONTINUE
TO GET THE PRETENDER OBAMA OFF OF EVERY STATE PRESIDENTIAL
BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING -- IT'S STARTING TO SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE! 

Your outpouring of messages to leaders in States across the country is STARTING
TO WORK -- six MORE States are raising NEW challenges to Barack Hussein Obama's

constitutional eligibility to even BE on their presidential election ballots... including

Alabama, Tennessee, Arizona, New Hampshire, and Illinois! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- THE OBAMA ELIGIBILITY CHALLENGE IS GOING
VIRAL! 

FIRST, Obama faced his FIRST EVER Constitutional eligibility hearing in Georgia --

NEXT we launched our cross-country ad campaign to alert the REST of America of
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Obama's ineligibility... THEN, patriotic Americans like YOU began sending messages to

Secretaries of State in all 50 States to get him off of EVERY SINGLE STATE'S

ELECTION BALLOT!! 

NOW... we're WIDENING our "net" to contact even MORE political leaders in all of the

States... AND to run our ads in a dozen MORE States! 

WE STARTED WITH FAXES TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE -- NOW
WE'RE EXPANDING THE FAXING TO EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, TOO! 

To insure that EVERY relevant State leader is contacted who has authority over which

candidates are allowed to appear on their ballot, we're adding the option to send your

personalized "blast faxes" to BOTH the Secretaries of State (who make the final

decision) AND the Attorneys General (who investigate & prosecute attempts at voter

fraud and Contempt of Court charges)... in EVERY SINGLE STATE! 

BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 

WE STARTED WITH RADIO ADS IN SIX STATES -- AND WITH YOUR HELP, WE'RE
ABOUT TO LAUNCH IN A DOZEN MORE... 

AND WE'RE LAUNCHING OUR NATIONAL TELEVISION ADS NEXT WEEK! 

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President are now running ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 485 radio spots across 8 markets! 

If you live in Corpus Christi TX (KKBA-FM), Victorville CA (KATJ-FM), Pittsburgh PA
(WMBS-AM), Chicago IL (WIND-AM), Brownsville TX (XMLS-FM and XHNA-FM),

Cincinnati OH (WMOJ-FM), Lafeyette LA (KFXZ-FM), or Spokane WA (KGZG-FM)...

you were able to hear our ads that started running on Monday, January 30th! 

And starting this week, our television ads will be running on over four dozen TV
networks across the ENTIRE UNITED STATES -- we've scheduled nearly TWO
THOUSAND TV SPOTS, which will be seen by 2,750,000 VIEWERS NATIONWIDE! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO RUN THESE ADS! 

We started with ads on radio stations in multiple states... now we'll be on national

television networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO

SHINING SEA are beginning to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected...

because he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

WATCH OUR TV & RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE
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STATIONS ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

By the way, in case you hadn't heard... YOU CAN NOW WATCH THE FULL "BARACK
HUSSEIN OBAMA ELIGIBILITY HEARING" ONLINE -- just click here to view the

recording provided by our friends at the Article II Super PAC. You'll see for yourself
how Barack Obama FAILED to appear before by a State Judge in Georgia to defend

against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential Primary ballot in

March. Now the judge is preparing to order Obama to be KICKED OFF THE BALLOT
there -- because it's been proven he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

You can also read the entire hearing's transcript -- click here to download a full
PDF version of it! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

The judge has made his initial ruling... BUT IT MUST NOT END HERE! WE MUST GET
OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN THE NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

You HAVE to watch this hearing or read the transcript! Here's how a report from

inside the courtroom summed it up:

"One thing to which there seems no doubt. He does NOT qualify, under the
definition of 'Natural Born Citizen' provided by SCOTUS opinions, to be
eligible to serve as President... it seems nearly impossible to believe, without
counter testimony or evidence, because Obama and his attorney chose not
to participate, that Obama will be allowed on the Georgia ballot. It also opens
the door for such cases pending or to be brought in other states as well."

Another insider who had access to the lawyers involved in the case reported:

"Judge Malihi talked to the attorneys in chambers before the hearing this
morning and told them that he was going to enter a DEFAULT JUDGMENT
against Obama and recommend that Obama's name not be on the
Georgia ballot... The Georgia SOS has already indicated that he will follow
the judge's recommendation. That means that Obama will not get any
popular vote or electors from the great state of Georgia!"
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If the attorneys in this case can now make the judge follow through on his promise, this

will be a HUGE VICTORY! 

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from
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running for reelection! 

WE MAY YET HAVE OUR FIRST VICTORY -- BUT WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW!
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

In my own home State of Georgia, here's how this key court case progressed.

David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under Georgia law

challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for the office of

President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to dismiss. But on

January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

Then, when Obama's lawyers tried to quash the subpoena ordering him to appear in

court... the judge REJECTED their request!

"In a surprising ruling Friday, a Georgia state administrative judge declined to
quash a subpoena directing Obama to attend a hearing Thursday at the
Fulton County courthouse on a challenge to strike him from the Georgia
ballot this fall on claims he is not a natural born U.S. citizen... Lawyers for
those pursuing the challenges recently issued a subpoena for Obama to
attend the upcoming hearing. Obama's legal team filed a motion to quash
the subpoena, but Malihi declined. In his order, Malihi noted that Obama's
legal team had argued that no president should be compelled to attend a
court hearing."

THAT'S RIGHT: OBAMA WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN COURT! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to

challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of

President. This ruling ensured that the Georgia court would be the first court to address

the substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard

challenges to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to

address the substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, that did NOT happen. We finally have a sound argument against Obama's

eligibility that can stand up in Court. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162
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(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND WE FINALLY GOT A FULL HEARING IN COURT! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. This is already spreading virally to SIX MORE States, where

suits have also been filed; but to make sure that this strategy is successful across
America, we need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the

offices of every one of the Secretaries of State AND Attorneys General, since even if we

win in the courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining

who qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't -- and who should be held in

Contempt of Court if they refuse to cooperate! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN -- BY SENDING MESSAGES AND RUNNING

ADS ACROSS THE NATION! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS GENERAL NEED TO HEAR FROM
US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
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EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY
STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE AND ATTORNEYS

GENERAL TO REMOVE OBAMA FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT

eligible to serve under the U.S. Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR

personalized messages, and help us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising
campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President have launched on both radio and television stations NATIONWIDE! We need
YOUR help to run these ads all across America! 

We started with ads on radio stations in multiple states... now we'll be on national

television networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO

SHINING SEA are beginning to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected...

because he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia has already taken place...and now it's SPREADING to even MORE States!

This would NOT have been possible without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens

across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every Secretary of State AND

Attorney General in all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from

their States' presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office

under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT

TO EVERY SECRETARY OF STATE AND
EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL IN ALL FIFTY

STATES -- AND HELP US RUN NATION-WIDE ADS:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!
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As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here, and to each of the 50 Attorneys General by clicking here. Thank
you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7292

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7292
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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It’s been a long time coming but it has finally happened. Obama’s secret agenda has just been exposed! The Tea
Party has been investigating the Obama regime for some time. Only now have we been able to piece together
Obama’s sinister plan to break down our freedom and conquer the American people.

His plan includes sinister and menacing forces:

Progressive liberals to march 
Armed government departments authorized to kill 
Union bosses to rule 
New Black Panthers to riot 
Reorganized Acorn groups to administrate 
New department armies 
Control of the food supply

A secret plan went into action right under our noses a few months ago—the very plan the Blame Stream Media
deliberately hid from the American people.

Had the media morons brought any attention to this one Executive Order, America would be up in arms today.
But instead, the American people were deceived by the socialist media at the control of the Obama machine.

Here is the inside scoop. If you don’t believe what we are saying then look up Executive Order
13603 yourself. I assure you this one thing: you will be shocked and frightened beyond anything
you have ever known.

On March 16, 2012 Obama (America’s Fraud President) wrote and signed Executive Order 13603 naming it:
“National Defense Resources Preparedness,” and while a few conservative media outlets wrote a handful of
stories about this outrageous Executive Order, the interest died out.

However, the Tea Party has been examining the Obama records from day one. Why? Because it has been proven
time after time Obama is a liar and cheat. This is why he has earned the name “America’s Fraud President.” He
has lied to the American people about his college transcripts, his law license, his birth certificate and his master
piece ObamaCare and ObamaTax. Lied at every turn.

Now we have discovered another piece to the puzzle regarding what Obama is planning

Well here it is: When Obama is defeated on the night of November 6, 2012 he will remain president until Romney
is sworn in on January 20, 2013, thereby giving Obama over 70 days to do anything he can to finish his socialist
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agenda and possibly hurl America into such a deep, dark abyss that we may never recover!

Here’s the frightening part:

Obama could grab America before the end of the elections! 

How do we know this? Read the analysis yourself.

Obama plans to seize control of our economy within the next 4
months!

Obama has signaled to the world he is going to sledgehammer his socialist agenda into America come hell or
high water!

He has already demonstrated he will write any executive order, take any action and lie any way he can to
complete his master agenda: the total and complete conversion of our Free-Enterprise Republic into a
government-controlled socialist regime.

Obama, with great glee, signed on March 16, 2012, his Executive Order 13603 redefining and creating new policy
about America’s National Defense.

Obama’s Executive order 13603 is “National Defense Resources Preparedness.”

In black and white, Obama laid out his blueprint for taking over America and our economy by seizing control of:

“All forms of civil transportation”—forced labor. In other words,
“induction” as the executive order delicately refers to military
conscription 
“All commodities and products capable of being ingested by either
human beings or animals” 
“Health resources, which include, but are not limited to: drugs,
biological products, medical devices, materials, facilities, health
supplies, services and equipment” 
“All forms of energy” 
“All usable water from all sources”

Scary yes—but it doesn’t stop there.

Get this: federal officials would “issue regulations to prioritize and allocate resources.”Maybe this is why so
many government departments are buying millions of rounds of ammunition.

Obama also has stated in his executive order that every government bureaucracy “shall act as necessary and
appropriate.”

Does this include genocide? 

Will every government bureaucracy have to right to kill Americans? Obama’s executive order has NOT
placed any restrictions on how, by what means or any limits on the government bureaucracy
power.

Here is a short list of the government bureaucracies Obama has given the power to form their own armies, arm
them with limitless weapons and given licenses to shoot and kill.

Some government agencies Obama has given the power to kill to:
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Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 
Administration on Aging (AoA) 
African Development Foundation 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 
Agency for International Development (USAID) 
Agriculture Department 
Air Force 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (Treasury) 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives Bureau (Justice) 
American Battle Monuments Commission 
Science Office (Energy Department) 
Scientific and Technical Information, Office of 
Secret Service 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
Selective Service System (SSS) 
Senate 
Senate Committees 
Senate Leadership 
Senators on the Web 
Small Business Administration (SBA)

That’s just to name a few!

Are you starting to get the picture?

Do you think Obama would have issued this type of executive order if he thought he would be replaced by
Romney or some other non-donkey party candidate? What does Obama know that we don’t?

Now do you understand why Obama and his minions must be defeated this coming November–and
Congress must immediately act to impeach him so he cannot call up any emergency in his
remaining 70 days in office? 

The Tea Party is comprised of all races, religions, all walks of life, retired, unemployed and over-employed, a true
cross-cut of America and we are tens of millions strong. With our Tea Party power we must use our political
muscles. We MUST deliver the KNOCKOUT BLOW to Obama.

It is with great urgency I tell you it is time to send a message to Obama and state in no uncertain terms:

Obama, NO YOU CAN’T 
It is time to get off the couch and support our efforts to expose the rat in the White

House…and I mean now.

He’s growing more dangerous by the day. 

Please Donate Now to help us get the word out…make those MILLION PLUS phone calls to expose America’s
Fraud President.

With less than 10 weeks to the election we HAVE to bring people up-to-date on the latest findings on this deadly
executive order along with his fraudulent birth records.

In case you missed it, we now have evidence, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Obama is America’s Fraud
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President. For starters, he presented a FORGED COPY OF HIS BIRTH CERTIFICATE to the American public.
He’s hiding something huge.

Really, we know nothing about this president who is clearly a growing threat:

Who the man in the White House? 
What is his name? 
When was he born? 
Where was he born? 
How old is he? 
Who are his parents? 
Did he graduate from any school? 
Why did Obama surrender his license to practice law? 
Why was Michelle Obama disbarred and her law license revoked? 
More, more, more…

Help us rip off that mask and expose his for the fraud he is. We HAVE to get him out.

America cannot survive another four years of this demonic president.

Do not sit idly by and watch him get re-elected and begin systematically slaughtering innocent
Americans when you can do something about it NOW. 

The evidence is as clear as day. Won’t you please help us? Stand up and take aim. The only way we are going to
defeat his sinister plan is to stand up and fight it every step of the way.

Are you with me? Can we count on you?

Please say YES and DONATE TODAY to help us keep going with our campaign to EXPOSE AMERICA’S FRAUD
PRESIDENT and take out this imminent and deadly threat.

You are the hope for America. When the chips are down the American people come through every time. Many
recognize the internal destruction causing havoc in America but feel powerless and don’t know what to do next.

Well the Tea Party has the answer and it is to empower you!

Here are some of the ways you can be involved from your home or office: 

SPONSOR ONE MILLION PHONE CALLS - CALL 

Be a sponsor and help get the message out to America and By-Pass the Lame Stream media. For less than .23 per

household! 

DONATE – Grassroots Funded Non-Profit - GIVE 

Keep the Tea Party going by helping underwrite our work. We get no government money, no fat cat PACS, our efforts are

completely funded by YOU! 

SEND A FAX BLAST – 435 Fax Pages in one order! - BLAST 

All 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House of Representatives. Prewritten low-cost fax blast. Blast the hell out of
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them! 

FREE – Join Our Social Network Site - JOIN 

Free page, blog, forums, post/watch videos, talk to like-minded Patriots, read postings, join in free chats, get free

Newsletters, Alerts, and much more 

Are you ready to step up and say:

Yes, You Can Count On Me! 
Join the Resistance! 

Obama is Going to Destroy America and Rebuild it in His Image, Unless You Stop Him! 

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637
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From: wanda galland
To: Congressman Dan Boren
Subject: Fw: Obama vs. House on guns. Who will prevail?
Date: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 2:54:00 PM

PLEASE READ AND BE INFORMED.
Wanda
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: WND <alerts@email.wnd.com>

To: wanda galland <go_wonderer_go  

Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:57 AM

Subject: Obama vs. House on guns. Who will prevail?

Email  not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.    

OBAMA VS. HOUSE ON GUNS. WHO
WILL PREVAIL?

If Barack Obama goes ahead with plans to restrict
citizens' gun rights, there's one group that has the power
to stop him. That is, if they have the guts to do so.

Read the latest now on WND.com

PLUS!

An American media giant has just created "artwork" by
placing a bobblehead doll of Barack Obama into a jar
of what was said to be "urine." Seriously.

Click here for details

MUST READ NEWS
Democrat operatives launch class-warfare
website
Santorum: Treaty threatens U.S. sovereignty

Daily Blessing
Your daily dose of spiritual inspiration 

Today's Scripture reading from the Holy Bible

Joke Of The Day
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TV star tells audience not to watch own show
Look what passes for 'Scandalous' on Broadway
Women sue to be grunts in foxholes
Laura Ingraham off air to 'retool' program
Obamacare headed back to Supreme Court?
New tax idea 'to save U.S. from fiscal cliff'
Behind the bloody, beautiful land of Lebanon
Pastors should stop clouding commandments
Time for a new Republican coalition
This day in WND History: Nov. 28

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
China falls for Onion 'sexiest man alive' spoof
AP nixes 'homophobia', 'ethnic cleansing'

Sweet salutation

Today's Poll
Whiz kid

Deals Of The Day
Questions about Christianity? Bring 'em
on

WND News Alerts are sponsored by:      [ Continued Below ]

WARNING: Not All Credit Cards Are Created Equal 

Are you spending on everyday expenses without earning cash back? 

Got an existing credit card or store card debt, and want to pay it off at 0%?

Fret no more. We sift through hundreds of credit cards in the US to find you
the Best Credit Cards of 2012. These best credit cards give you a big signing
bonus, cards that give you up to 5% cash back, or have 0% interest on balance
transfers so that you can pay off your existing debt interest-free.
Apply now before offers are gone!

This email was sent to go_wonderer_go@yahoo.com as a subscriber to the

News Alerts from WND.com email list

To unsubscribe or to change your email preferences, click here.

If you are interested in advertising with WND.com, the leading independent news source on the Net,

email advertising@wnd.com.

WND | 2020 Pennsylvania Ave NW, #351 | Washington, DC 20006

Copyright 1997-2012 WND.com Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Obama Wants Total Control

obamacontrol.jpg

 

Dear Fellow Patriot,

Barack Obama has no respect for the United States Constitution. He considers
it a flawed document, which is why he can’t wait to take a match to it if he is
re-elected.

Our individual liberty is in danger.

There is no nice way to put it. Obama wants to seize complete control of
your life from cradle to grave. 

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama Wants Total Control
Date: Saturday, August 25, 2012 1:37:24 PM

 
 
From: Restore America's Voice PAC
Sent: Saturday, August 25, 2012 12:47 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: Obama Wants Total Control
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The ONLY way to restore the Constitution 
is to make Obama a one-term president.

Support RAV PAC’s Operation Airwaves

Since taking office, Obama has unilaterally:

- Ruled by royal decree with over 900 executive orders,

- Shoved ObamaCare down our throats,

- “Selectively enforced” laws that go against his radical agenda and ignored
crimes, if he has been able to raise money from the criminals (Obama –
ZERO Wall Street Convictions in fours years),

-Granted amnesty to 1.7 million illegal immigrants,

-Given himself the power to declare marshal law,

-Imposed job-killing carbon emissions regulations on businesses,

-Given the executive branch the power to control private property, including
food, water, and health resources, in times of peace, under the guise of
“national defense preparedness,”

-Forced religious colleges, charities, and hospitals to provide their workers with
birth control coverage, even when such coverage runs counter to the
employing organization's moral values,

-Assumed regulatory control over the Internet, despite a federal appeals court
ruling prohibiting this action,

-Attempted to derail a congressional investigation into Operation Fast and
Furious and the murder of U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry by shielding
documents requested for review by the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform,

-Appointed czars to high-ranking government posts without the advice and
consent of the Senate, and…

- The list goes on and on and on…

ALL WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED

The ONLY way to restore the Constitution 
is to make Obama a one-term president.

Support RAV PAC’s Operation Airwaves

Obama's actions have proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that he has
absolutely no respect for the principles of separation of powers and
limited government.  Rather than working with members of Congress to
forge bipartisan solutions to our nation’s most pressing problems,
Obama has instead resorted to stonewalling the people's
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representatives and ruling as an autocrat.

As Jonathan Turley, renowned constitutional law scholar at George Washington
University Law School, put it:

“The president is using executive power to do things Congress has refused to
do, and that does fit a disturbing pattern of expansion of executive power
under President Obama...In many ways, President Obama has fulfilled the
dream of an imperial presidency that Richard Nixon strived for….this is a
president who is now functioning as a super legislator. He is effectively
negating parts of the criminal code because he disagrees with them. That does
go beyond the pale.”

The ONLY way to restore the Constitution 
is to make Obama a one-term president.

Support RAV PAC’s Operation Airwaves

Touting his disdain for the Constitution even more, Obama has ignored the
need to have impartial judges on the bench, who rule based on the letter of
the law.  Instead, he has resorted to nominating activist judges like
Supreme Court Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor.

America cannot withstand four more years of an Obama presidency. 
We must restore balance to our federal government and elect leaders who
understand and respect the limits placed on them by the Constitution.

Mitt Romeny is a leader who understands these limitations and
respects the fact that we are a nation of laws, not rulers.  Once in office,
Mitt Romney has pledged to impose constitutional restraints on the executive,
defer to the people’s representatives in Congress in situations where the
Constitution is vague, and nominate judges in the mold of Supreme Court
Justices Antonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas, and Samuel Alito, who respect the
Constitution and rule based on the letter of the law.

The ONLY way to restore the Constitution 
is to make Obama a one-term president.

Support RAV PAC’s Operation Airwaves 

As conservatives, we must do everything that we can to elect the
Romney-Ryan ticket and kick Obama out of office.

With only 74 days left until the election, we are down to the wire.

Given the magnitude of this election, and the cataclysmic results another four
years of an Obama presidency could have for America, I urge you to donate
whatever you can to Restore America’s Voice PAC today.

Whether it is $25, $50, $100, $250, or more, all contributions will go
towards restoring America’s voice.

The only way to restore the Constitution is to make Obama a one-term
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president.

Sincerely, 

Ken Hoagland
President
Restore America’s Voice PAC

P.S. If Obama wins a second term, he will appoint multiple justices to the
United States Supreme Court and other federal courts.

Given his blatant disdain for the Constitution and his disregard for the people’s
representatives in Congress, Obama would unquestionably use his second term
to drastically shift the balance of the courts.  As Kimberley A. Strassel of The
Wall Street Journal noted:

“It is likely the Supreme Court will offer up another vacancy, and Mr. Obama
might finally have his chance to shift the balance of the court. A slew of
appellate-court positions are also in limbo as the campaign proceeds; they
would be filled by a second-term Obama.”

Obama’s actions would trample the Constitution even more and change the
composition of the federal court system for a generation.  He must not be
given a second term.

Support RAV PAC’s Operation Airwaves

 

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:

Restore America's Voice PAC
P.O. Box 131808  Houston, TX  77219-1808
Copyright 2011-2012 Restore America's Voice PAC
Paid for by Restore America's Voice PAC
Contributions are not tax-deductible.

Please unsubscribe me from this contact list
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama! You didn"t do that! WHY CAN"T SOMETHING BE DONE????????
Date: Friday, August 24, 2012 1:44:00 PM

 
 
From: Tea Party
Sent: Friday, August 24, 2012 11:29 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Obama! You didn't do that!
 

To view this as a web page, click here

We are close to the point of no return. The question is, “What will it take to push us over the
edge?”

It is safe to say: another four years of Obama will.

He is the president who has no real birth certificate, multiple social security numbers, a
surrendered law license, sealed college and grad school records, altered selective service records
and a multiplicity of other felonious actions. Now he’s hell-bent on irreparably damaging
America with his foolish, frivolous, and dangerously reckless actions.

Obama’s choice of anti-America weapons include:

Disenfranchising our troops by gutting our military 
Controlling industry through the climate change scam 
Mocking traditional marriage by endorsing same-sex unions 
Bankrupting America by forced ObamaTax 
Glorifying the U.N. instead of the U.S. 

Crushing small business under the heel of Socialism 
Destroying the Constitution by Executive Order mania 
Promoting illegal aliens to super citizen status 
More, more, more

America is a train wreck ready to happen. Why? 

Because of the failed policies of Obama and the minions who put him in office. Progressive
Liberals are preying on Americans who built this great nation and paid its bills, the seniors and
elderly. Our heroes are growing old. They fought in the wars losing limbs and families. They
paid their taxes, built families, small businesses, served our nation and pushed it to greatness.

And what does Obama and his socialist minions do?

Instead of thanking the greatest generation and acknowledging their contribution, he frightens
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them with lies and political slander. He pulls $716 BILLION of their money out of Medicare and
puts it into ObamaCare which will crush this country—and put people to death.

It’s as if Obama wants to destroy everything that made this nation great. From or military to our
seniors to children in school. Now Obama objects to states that want to verify the eligible
voters, remove fraud voters and illegal alien voters all in the name of the greater good.

But what many do not realize is, by the voter ranks filled with fraud, it destroys the voting
power of our seniors, military and new legal voters.

All this adds up to the internal destruction of the core of America. It has become apparent the
left-wing progressive liberals are striking at the heart of America trying to give America a
National Heart Attack! You heard me right. By gutting the heart of America with attacks from
the left, the progressive liberals are disemboweling our great people.

Seniors – Being frightened 
Military – Disenfranchised 
Gun Owners – Distrustful of our government 
Business Owners – Eviscerated 

Tea Party – Government targets 
Farmers – Watched by Drones 
Airports – TSA controlled 
Domestic Oil Drilling – Devastated

But there is hope. It is you.

You are the hope for America. When the chips are down the American people come through
every time. Many recognize the internal destruction causing havoc in America but feel powerless
and don’t know what to do next. Well the Tea Party has the answer and it is to empower you!

Here are some of the ways you can be involved form the comfort of your home or
office:

SPONSOR ONE MILLION PHONE CALLS - CALL 

Be a sponsor and help get the message out to America and By-Pass the Lame Stream

media. For less than .23 per household! 

DONATE – Grassroots Funded Non-Profit - GIVE 

Keep the Tea Party going by helping underwrite our work. We get no government money,
no fat cat PACS, our efforts are completely funded by YOU! 

SEND A FAX BLAST – 435 Fax Pages in one order! - BLAST 

All 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House of Representatives. Prewritten low-

cost fax blast. Blast the hell out of them! 

FREE – Join Our Social Network Site -JOIN 
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Free page, blog, forums, post/watch videos, talk to like-minded Patriots, read postings,

join in free chats, get free Newsletters, Alerts, and much more 

Are you ready to step up and say:

Yes, You Can Count On Me! 
Time to join the Resistance! 

Obama is Going to Destroy America and Rebuild it in His
Image, Unless You Stop Him!

NOTE TO THE CONFUSED: We don’t need any more dead weight on
our ship. If you’re just taking up space and not contributing even with
your prayers, then do us all a favor and go practice boot licking skills.
God knows, it may come in handy if you are leaning left. Why don’t
you practice looking up to your master and telling the Obamites that
you love the taste of their boot polish.

Remember: Freedom can NEVER take a holiday!

Obama’s true past has been hidden under a trail of lies and deceit. He’s tried in vain to take
away our right to bear arms and now he’s bent on taking away freedom of religion with his
recent HHS mandate. People of all faiths should be worried. Granting amnesty to illegals is right
up there on the top of his list, too.

Who is going to pay for all of this—and at what price to our freedom will it come?
It’s frightening.

That is why we MUST continue to spread the message far and wide—and stop this
socialist president from sucking America down the drain. 

EVERYTHING IS AT STAKE.

Please donate now to the ONE MILLION CALL CAMPAIGN to expose America’s Fraud President
and keep the incredible momentum going! Tea Party Patriots banded together for victory
in Wisconsin…now let’s take it all the way to Capitol Hill!

To squashing America’s Fraud President and the face of evil,

Steve Eichler
CEO—Teaparty.org
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PS: Donate whatever you can today so America’s future is secured for tomorrow. A donation of
just $23 can help us reach 100 households. Donate now—whatever you can do will help, no
matter how large or small!

…and don’t forget: Pray for America now. (If Obama keeps this up, tomorrow prayer may be
outlawed.)

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FW: OBAMA: "Absolutely Not A Tax Increase"
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:12:34 AM

FYI

 

Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Communications Center [mailto:Communications_Center@mcconnell.senate.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 9:50 AM
To: Communications Center
Subject: OBAMA: ‘Absolutely Not A Tax Increase’
 

Contact:
John Ashbrook 202.228.NEWS
 

OBAMA: ‘Absolutely Not A Tax Increase’
Democrats Promised Everyone That ObamaCare Wouldn’t Raise

Taxes
 

President Obama: ‘I Absolutely Reject That Notion’
 

STEPHANOPOULOS: “Under this mandate, the government is forcing people to spend money, fining
you if you don’t. How is that not a tax?” … PRESIDENT OBAMA:  “No. That's not true, George. The
— for us to say that you've got to take a responsibility to get health insurance is absolutely not a tax
increase.  What it's saying is, is that we're not going to have other people carrying your burdens for
you anymore than the fact that right now everybody in America, just about, has to get auto insurance.
Nobody considers that a tax increase.” (“Obama: Mandate Is Not A Tax,” ABC News, 9/20/09)
 

·         STEPHANOPOULOS: “But you reject that it’s a tax increase?” PRESIDENT OBAMA: “I
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absolutely reject that notion.” (“Obama: Mandate Is Not A Tax,” ABC News, 9/20/09)
 

###
SENATE REPUBLICAN COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

202.228.NEWS
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: ObamaCare Bias On The Supreme Court
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 4:11:04 PM

 
 
From: GOPUSA
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 1:23 PM
To: efarm
Subject: ObamaCare Bias On The Supreme Court
 

Please DO NOT REPLY to this message. Replies will not be seen.

Use the information at the bottom for e-mail address changes, subscription issues, and to contact GOPUSA.

ObamaCare Bias on the Supreme Court

Tell Congress To Force Justice Kagan's Recusal Now!

URGENT: When it comes to ObamaCare, Barack Obama's hand-picked
Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan IS NOT, CANNOT and WILL NOT be
an impartial judge.

And with the ObamaCare Supreme Court hearings a little more than
a week away, we don't have any time to waste...

If Justice Kagan continues to violate the spirit and letter of
the law by refusing to recuse herself from the case, it is up to
us - the American people - to force her recusal!

That's because there is no question that Kagan's bias in
favor of ObamaCare could very well sway the Court to make

Obama's government-dictated healthcare scheme the law of the
land FOREVER.

And if that happens - if the Obama Administration's mandate
forcing you and your family to buy government-approved insurance
stands - you can kiss what freedom we have left goodbye! Think
about it... What limits on the federal government will be left?

Tell Congress To Force Justice Kagan's Recusal Now!

Make no mistake, Barack Obama not only knows that he can rely on
Justice Kagan to rule that ObamaCare is constitutional, he is
counting on her to use her known bias to convince her fellow
justices to do the same.

On the day ObamaCare passed in Congress, Kagan could barely hide
her excitement in a series of emails. Then-Solicitor General
Elena Kagan wrote in an email to liberal Harvard Law Professor
Laurence Tribe, who was serving in the Justice Department at the
time, "I hear they have the votes, Larry!! Simply amazing."

And Kagan, as Obama's Solicitor General, had a direct role in
the crafting the legal defense for ObamaCare, which makes her
legally unfit to participate in the case on the Supreme Court.

As Carrie Severino, a former Supreme Court Clerk for Justice
Clarence Thomas and current chief counsel of the Judicial Crisis
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Network, put it,

"As President Obama's top advocate, Kagan headed the
office responsible for formulating the Administration's
defense of PPACA [ObamaCare] - and oversaw the arguments
both on appeal and in the lower courts because of
PPACA's national importance."

Tell Congress To Force Justice Kagan's Recusal Now!

Federal law is clear about when a judge must recuse herself or
himself from presiding over a case because of a conflict of
interest.

28 U.S.C. 455(b)(3) deals specifically with the recusal
obligations of judges who are former government employees. It
states that recusal is required when a judge "has served in
governmental employment and in such capacity participated as
counsel, adviser or material witness concerning the proceeding
or expressed an opinion concerning the merits of the particular
case in controversy."

And, 28 U.S.C. (a) states:

"Any justice, judge, or magistrate judge of the United
States shall disqualify himself in any proceeding in
which his [or her] impartiality might reasonably be
questioned."

Is there any doubt in your mind that Kagan would be "impartial?"
Is there any doubt in your mind that her "impartiality" isn't
"questioned" here?

Tell Congress To Force Justice Kagan's Recusal Now!

Even some liberals are admitting that Kagan needs to recuse
herself.

Georgia State constitutional law professor Eric Segall, a self-
described liberal and loyal Democrat, is urging Kagan to do the
right thing - to obey the law - and refrain from participating
in the ObamaCare case before the Supreme Court:

"She attended at least one meeting where litigation was
discussed. It is of course possible that she personally
stayed out of those discussions. We don't know how fully
Kagan was involved because the White House (perhaps for
legitimate reasons unrelated to this controversy) has
not released all of the relevant emails about the
matter. We might never know, but that lack of certainly
points to recusal, because it raises serious doubts."

Tell Congress To Force Justice Kagan's Recusal Now!

The upcoming Supreme Court decision is a real chance to get rid
of ObamaCare. If Kagan isn't recused, her clear inability to be
impartial may steer the Court to do the unthinkable... to rule
that ObamaCare and all of its mandates are constitutional. If
that happens, ObamaCare may well become the law of the land -
FOREVER.

As Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL) recently titled a piece on the
issue for National Review, "Kagan Must Recuse Herself from
Obamacare Case." The "facts," he wrote, "require recusal."

And that is precisely why patriotic Americans like you can't
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give up the fight. Now is the time to turn up the heat.

Tell Congress To Force Justice Kagan's Recusal Now!

Yours In Freedom,

Jeff Mazzella
President

Center for Individual Freedom
917-B King Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703-535-5836
Fax: 703-535-5838

CFIF is a 501(c)(4) not-for-profit constitutional advocacy organization
with the mission to protect and defend individual freedoms and individual rights.

Contributions to CFIF are not deductible as charitable contributions
for federal income tax purposes.

Copyright © 2000-2012, GOPUSA.com
A division of Endeavor Media Group, LLC
P.O. Box 891354
Houston, TX 77289
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++ Subscribe to GOPUSA! -- Was this message forwarded to you? If so, you are missing out on the best
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From: Wendy Harkness
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: ObamaCare lawsuits on the fast track
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 2:20:37 PM

PLEASE SHARE WITH FRIENDS-FAMILY ..E-MAIL LISTS ...EVEN WITH PEOPLE
OUTSIDE AMERICA -
THEY MIGHT KNOW AMERICAN PEOPLE ....  TEAM EFFORT ...UNITED BODY OF
CHRIST ..ALL FOR FATHER GOD'S GLORY !

----- Forwarded Message ----
From: "Jay Sekulow, Chief Counsel" jsekulow@aclj.org
Sent: Mon, March 28, 2011 11:08:35 AM
Subject: ObamaCare lawsuits on the fast track

ACLJ - American Center for Law and Justice   
Take Action | Contribute 

 

 

Dear Wendy,

A critical 'next step' in the ObamaCare battle is taking place, and I want

you to be among the first updated.

The ACLJ is filing an amicus brief on behalf of 49 Members of
Congress - including pro-life leaders Rep. Joe Pitts, Rep. Michele

Bachmann, and Rep. Mike Pence - backing Virginia's ObamaCare lawsuit

now before the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

We are asking the court to uphold the lower court's decision that the

'individual mandate' of ObamaCare is unconstitutional. We are also urging

the appeals court to go further - they should declare the entire
ObamaCare law unconstitutional.

As the legal challenges to ObamaCare move forward, there's one central

argument that we're confident will win the day: the mandate forcing

individuals to purchase health care insurance is unconstitutional. Forcing

someone to buy health insurance is not economic activity - Congress does

not have that authority under the Commerce Clause.

At the same time, the ACLJ's lawsuit against ObamaCare is also quickly

moving forward in Washington, D.C. A federal appeals court has
cleared the way for our legal challenge to be put on the fast track,
meaning an expedited appeal before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the

District of Columbia Circuit.
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With this decision, the court is sending a strong signal that time is of the

essence in determining the constitutionality of this law. The first round of

briefs in our case will be filed in May, with oral arguments before a three-

judge panel to be scheduled in September.

Our legal team is encouraged by the significant movement of this issue -

and certain that it will ultimately end up at the Supreme Court of the

United States.

Thank you for helping make our work possible, and for standing with us in

the fight for freedom.

Sincerely,

Jay Sekulow

ACLJ Chief Counsel

P.S. The ACLJ has a nationwide petition calling on Congress to repeal

and defund ObamaCare. Would you forward this important update on our

progress in the courts to anyone you know concerned about this pro-

abortion law and please encourage them to sign our petition here? Thank

you.

   

 

Contribute

To ensure that you continue to receive e-mails from the ACLJ,

please add jsekulow@aclj.org to your address book.

American Center for Law and Justice

P.O. Box 90555, Washington, D.C. 20090-0555

Phone: (800) 296-4529

Copyright©2011, ACLJ | Privacy & Security Policy | Registration | Unsubscribe

 

 
   

The ACLJ is an organization dedicated to the defense of constitutional liberties secured by law.

American Center for Law and Justice is a d/b/a for Christian Advocates Serving Evangelism, Inc., a tax-exempt, not-
for-profit,  religious corporation as defined under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, specifically
dedicated to the ideal that religious freedom and freedom of speech are inalienable, God-given rights. The Center's
purpose is to engage legal, legislative and cultural issues by implementing an effective strategy of advocacy,
education and litigation to ensure that those rights are protected under the law. The organization has participated in
numerous cases before the Supreme Court, Federal Court of Appeals, Federal District Courts, and various state
courts regarding freedom of religion and freedom of speech. Your gift is very much appreciated and fully deductible
as a charitable contribution. A copy of our latest financial report may be obtained by writing to us at P.O. Box
450349, Atlanta, GA 31145-0349.

As always, let us know of threats to freedom in your area by calling (757) 226-2489. And tune in to our daily radio
program, "Jay Sekulow Live!"

Do not respond to this e-mail  for any reason.
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Legal requests will not be answered through jsekulow@aclj.org. Legal requests must be submitted at
www.aclj.org/Contact/.

For technical problems of any type, contact the tech support staff by visiting www.aclj.org/help. Please provide all  the
information requested. Please do not use this for general correspondence as it goes to a technical support area.

How do I discontinue my membership/subscription to this e-mail list? Do not respond to this e-mail for any reason.
To discontinue your membership automatically, please follow the link below. You joined this list as Wendy Harkness
at the following e-mail address: wendy.jesus@yahoo.com. You must use the correct e-mail address to discontinue
your membership.

If you experience any technical problems and/or do not receive confirmation that your request has been completed
online, please postal mail,  phone, or fax your request using the contact information listed above. Your request will
be processed within 10 days of the receipt  of your request.

Discontinue my subscription

HOW CAN I SUPPORT THE AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE?
Make a secure online credit card donation.
For other ways to support the ACLJ at no additional cost to you, click here
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From: W. Scott Mason
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Fw: Obamacare Still Vulnerable
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:32:52 AM

Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

-----Original Message-----
From: "W. Scott Mason" 
Date: Fri, 16 Nov 2012 17:31:54
To: Mary Fallin
Reply-To: smasoniv
Subject: Obamacare Still Vulnerable

Obamacare Is Still Vulnerable

by Michael F. Cannon

This article appeared in National Review (Online) on November 9, 2012.

 PRINT PAGE

President Obama has won reelection, and his administration has asked state officials to decide by
Friday, November 16, whether their state will create one of Obamacare's health-insurance "exchanges."
States also have to decide whether to implement the law's massive expansion of Medicaid. The correct
answer to both questions remains a resounding no.

State-created exchanges mean higher taxes, fewer jobs, and less protection of religious freedom. States
are better off defaulting to a federal exchange. The Medicaid expansion is likewise too costly and risky a
proposition. Republican Governors Association chairman Bob McDonnell (R.,Va.) agrees, and has
announced that Virginia will implement neither provision.

There are many arguments against creating exchanges.

First, states are under no obligation to create one.

Second, operating an Obamacare exchange would be illegal in 14 states. Alabama, Arizona, Georgia,
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia
have enacted either statutes or constitutional amendments (or both) forbidding state employees to
participate in an essential exchange function: implementing Obamacare's individual and employer
mandates.

Third, each exchange would cost its state an estimated $10 million to $100 million per year,
necessitating tax increases.

Fourth, the November 16 deadline is no more real than the "deadlines" for implementing REAL ID,
which have been pushed back repeatedly since 2008.

Fifth, states can always create an exchange later if they choose.

Sixth, a state-created exchange is not a state-controlled exchange. All exchanges will be controlled by
Washington.

Seventh, Congress authorized no funds for federal "fallback" exchanges. So Washington may not be
able to impose Exchanges on states at all.
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Eighth, the Obama administration has yet to provide crucial information that states need before they can
make an informed decision.

Ninth, creating an exchange sets state officials up to take the blame when Obamacare increases
insurance premiums and denies care to the sick. State officials won't want their names on this
disastrous mess.

Tenth, creating an exchange would be assisting in the creation of a "public option" that would drive
domestic health-insurance carriers out of business through unfair competition.

Eleventh, Obamacare remains unpopular. The latest Kaiser Family Foundation poll found that only 38
percent of the public supports it.

Twelfth, defaulting to a federal exchange exempts a state's employers from the employer mandate — a
tax of $2,000 per worker per year (the tax applies to companies with more than 59 employees, but for
such companies that tax applies after the 30th employee, not the 59th). If all states did so, that would
exempt 18 million Americans from the individual mandate's tax of $2,085 per family of four. Avoiding
those taxes improves a state's prospects for job creation, and protects the conscience rights of
employers and individuals whom the Obama administration is forcing to purchase contraceptives
coverage.

Finally, rejecting an exchange reduces the federal deficit. Obamacare offers its deficit-financed subsidies
to private health insurers only through state-created exchanges. If all states declined, federal deficits
would fall by roughly $700 billion over ten years.

For similar reasons, states should decline to implement Obamacare's Medicaid expansion. The Supreme
Court gave states that option. All states should exercise it.

Medicaid is rife with waste and fraud. It increases the cost of private health care and insurance, crowds
out private health insurance and long-term-care insurance, and discourages enrollees from climbing the
economic ladder. There is scant reliable evidence that Medicaid improves health outcomes, and no
evidence that it is a cost-effective way of doing so.

My colleague Jagadeesh Gokhale estimates that expanding Medicaid will cost individual states up to $53
billion over the first ten years. That's before an emboldened President Obama follows through on his
threats to shift more Medicaid costs to states.

Neither the states nor the federal government have the money to expand Medicaid. If all states politely
decline, federal deficits will shrink by another $900 billion.

Now is not the time to go wobbly. Obamacare is still harmful and still unpopular. The presidential
election was hardly a referendum, as it pitted the first person to enact Obamacare against the second
person to enact it. Since the election, many state officials are reaffirming their opposition to both
implementing exchanges and expanding Medicaid.

If enough states do so, Congress will have no choice but to reopen Obamacare. With a GOP-controlled
House, opponents will be in a much stronger position than they were when this harmful law was
enacted.
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: ObamaCare Takes Full Force in Next 18 Months, Get Prepared Now
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 9:26:13 AM

what is Oklahoma going to do??????
From: Mike Huckabee
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 7:05 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: ObamaCare Takes Full Force in Next 18 Months, Get Prepared Now
 

Mike Huckabee

Please find a special message from our paid sponsor, the Newsmax.com.

Sponsorships like this help to allow us to continue to send you my commentary

free of charge but do not necessarily reflect my views. In addition to our sponsor's

message, I have provided you with my commentary from the Huckabee Report

yesterday and information about my show on Fox and my radio show which airs

weekdays on over 200 stations nationwide and is broadcast 24/7 on my website.

As always, I appreciate your support. - Mike Huckabee

Dear Reader,

Barring any new amendments, the massive new healthcare law
dubbed "ObamaCare" is set to take full force in the next 12 to 18
months.

Are you prepared for its sweeping changes to your healthcare and
how it will affect individuals, seniors, small business, doctors and
medical professionals and almost all Americans?

As a matter of fact, ObamaCare's numerous provisions will soon
alter:

How much you pay for your health insurance, your
medical treatment, and your prescription drugs . . .

The type and quality of healthcare you can expect to get
in the near future . . .
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Even your ability to get in to see your own doctor (or any
healthcare provider, for that matter) . . .

In fact, ObamaCare adds more than 30 million Americans to the
healthcare rolls.

The program will be a massive tidal wave and experts says it may
even cause doctor and nurse shortages.

And one study found that up to 40% of doctors are leaving practices
due to the punitive regulations under ObamaCare.

You could be facing health-threatening delays just to visit a doctor,
as well as potentially substandard treatment &#8212 if you're not
careful.

Plus, seniors in particular can expect alarming cuts to their
Medicare benefits.

That's because ObamaCare literally robs Peter to pay Paul by cutting
$716 billion from Medicare over the next decade to fund other
services under Obama's Affordable Care Act.

Worse, the law puts Medicaid on parity with Medicare, a fact that
will likely weaken Medicare!

Given the election results, it is critically important you "be
prepared" for these imminent changes - and plan on how to navigate
the new law.

Those who don't prepare could be hit very hard.

Right now, millions of Americans are desperately scrambling for
answers as the unsettling policies of ObamaCare begin to take hold.

But don't worry - Newsmax has you covered . . . Due to the urgent
nature of this situation, Newsmax has just created a free
informational video about ObamaCare you must view at
once. This video will help you and your loved ones survive these
looming and perilous healthcare changes. We encourage every
American to watch this video at least once.

In this video, you'll discover how you can thrive under the new rules
of ObamaCare - whether you are a retired senior or a small business
owner, whether you are unemployed or a middle-class wage-earner,
and whether you are healthy or have one or more pre-existing
medical conditions.

This situation is urgent, so click here right now to see the
video - 

survive and thrive under ObamaCare's coming changes!
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ObamaCare will complicate your ability to receive quality
healthcare. In fact, it will degrade the quality of your healthcare if
you are not prepared.

Please take just a minute to check out this no-cost educational
video, which will help you navigate these changes and use
ObamaCare's provisions for your benefit - and not your detriment.

To your continued high-quality healthcare,

 
Travis Davis 
Newsmax Health Publisher

P.S. ObamaCare is here to stay, at least for the next few years. Click
here now to make the most of your rights to first-rate,
affordable healthcare under ObamaCare!

And Now More From Mike Huckabee...

Exclusive Commentary: Transparency 

President Obama promised the most transparent administration in history, but

apparently, word didn’t make it to his EPA Administrator, Lisa Jackson. The House

Science Committee has asked her to turn over all information related to the email

account of Richard Windsor. And who is Richard Windsor? According to researcher

Christopher Horner of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, Richard Windsor is

really Lisa Jackson, using a private email account under an assumed name to hide

government correspondence on global warming from Freedom of Information

requests and her own agency’s internal watchdog. Horner claims he’s also

uncovered other instances of EPA workers using private email accounts to hide

government correspondence. You’d think they would’ve learned from David

Petraeus: there is no such thing as private email.

Exclusive Commentary: Video Games 

Those of us who are too old to be part of the video game generation may be

stunned at how much the entertainment industry has changed. How much? Last

weekend, the new James Bond movie “Skyfall” made $88 million in its first three

days. That was enough to make it the most successful 007 movie of all time. THIS

weekend, a new videogame called “Call of Duty: Black Ops II” hit stores. In its first

24 hours alone, it made over five…hundred…million dollars. So if your child is

obsessed with video games, maybe that’s not such a bad thing…as long as he
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learns how to create them, too.

Exclusive Commentary:  Act of Valor 

By now, you’ve heard about the horrible accident last week in Midland, Texas,

when a Veterans’ Day parade float was struck by a train at a crossing. Four people

were killed and 16 hospitalized. Riding on the float were 26 people, all wounded

warriors and their wives and girlfriends. But you might not have heard about how

those disabled heroes proved their unparalleled courage under fire one last time.

Many were in wheelchairs. They saw the train barreling down at 60 mph, but they

couldn’t jump free. So in their final seconds, they shoved their wives and girlfriends

out of harm’s way and took the hit themselves. One rider who’s alive and well

today is Daylyn Michael, whose husband, Sgt. Joshua Michael, pushed her to safety

seconds before he died in the crash. Joshua was a two-time Purple Heart recipient

who was medically discharged from the Army after suffering brain injuries from an

IED. His mother-in-law said his final act of valor to save his wife was no surprise:

he would always do for others before he did for himself. But then, that is the

hallmark of every American military veteran.

Mike Huckabee On Fox

Watch Huckabee on Fox Saturdays and Sundays at 8 PM ET. After the show visit

MikeHuckabee.com to leave Mike feedback about his show.

The Mike Huckabee Radio Show

Mike Huckabee's Radio show "The Mike Huckabee Show" started on April 9th and is

now broadcast on 190 stations in 44 states.

We encourage you to listen on your local radio station just visit MikeHuckabee.com

and click the red "Listen 24.7" button at the top of the page.

Each week we will feature the must listen to audio below and give you the

opportunity to leave feedback about the show. We will also keep the latest

information we have about who will appear on upcoming shows and when!

Visit Website | Privacy Policy | Unsubscribe

Paid for by MikeHuckabee.com 
www.mikehuckabee.com
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This e-mail was sent to efarm@  
Click here to unsubscribe

MikeHuckabee.com 

Phone: 501-251-1098

For advertising opportunities in our newsletter please  go here.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obamacare Verdict Imminent
Date: Friday, June 08, 2012 8:48:30 AM

 
 
From: Conservative Byte Alerts
Sent: Friday, June 08, 2012 8:01 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Obamacare Verdict Imminent
 

Having trouble viewing this message? Click here to view online | Forward this message to a friend

Dear Fellow Conservative,

You and I know that since his inauguration, President Obama has been on the march to

incrementally take over our private lives with public programs.

And now, the only thing standing between your freedom and Obama's radical
health care takeover, is the Supreme Court.

Your urgent action is needed. The Supreme Court will decide the fate of ObamaCare in

the next few days and we're sending hundreds of thousands of signatures to the Court

with one clear voice: End ObamaCare Now.
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CLICK HERE: Sign our petition to the Supreme Court to End ObamaCare Now!

Over 240,000 Americans have signed already...opposing Obama's individual

mandate...his health care rationing board...and the billions in new spending hidden in

ObamaCare.

The Supreme Court must stop ObamaCare. Now is the time to act. Sign our petition to
End ObamaCare Now.

As President of FreedomWorks, I’m happy to inform you that we're aggressively fighting

ObamaCare at the Supreme Court, filing a legal brief through our Constitution Defense

Fund and rallying our 1.6 million members to End ObamaCare Now!

If you want to restore freedom in America's health care system, challenging the

constitutionality of ObamaCare is critical and FreedomWorks is leading that fight. Urge

the Supreme Court to respect individual liberty and reject the individual mandate by

signing our petition to End ObamaCare Now!

If we are going to beat back the Progressive agenda...if we are going to stem the rising

tide of Big Government...we must End ObamaCare Now.

This is our last chance. Sign the petition right now.

Thank you.

In Liberty,

Matt Kibbe

President & CEO, FreedomWorks

For Information about Advertising, Click Here
www.conservativebyte.com

 
unsubscribe
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:33:01 AM

 

 

From: Tom Shupper  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:29 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Obamacare
 

Dear Governor Fallin,

I’m concerned about what seems to be a rapid response by Medicare to the SCOTUS ruling
regarding ObamaCare. Specifically, regarding an email I received today describing how a 67-
year old patient was denied authorization, this morning when he reported for the procedure,
to have a cardio-lite stress test, which uses nuclear dye injected into the bloodstream and
then read using a CT scan of the heart. This took place in Danbury CT.  He’s Vietnam Vet
with 30% disability from exposure to Agent Orange, which brought on the heart condition
that necessitated the prescribed test, administered 3x before, by his PCP! So, he’s had this
exact test 3x over the past 12-years and the Medicare “death panel” said no go!

Why am I writing you about this? Well, I’ve seen no response from you since the SCOTUS
ruling and am including a partial response from Gov. Perry our neighbor to the south….in
case you missed it.:

“On Monday, Texas Governor Rick Perry sent a rather pointed letter to Health and Human
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, explaining why his state will not be taking measures to
prepare for the implementation of ObamaCare (specifically, with Medicaid expansion and a state
insurance exchange).”

I’m troubled because one of our local State Senators has mentioned an interest in doing something
to get ready for an OK insurance exchange….I believe it’s Senator Crain! In the case of this
monstrosity, ObamaCare, following the lead of TX, just this once, would be a good idea! None of
us can afford the consequences of this legislative and now, SCOTUS, DISASTER.

Respectfully,

Tom Shupper

Tulsa, OK USA
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From: Stan and Vicky Mullins
To: Governor Info
Subject: FW: ObamaCare: Things Every State Should No
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:36:37 PM

 
Governor Fallin:  We stand with you in declining ObamaCare for the state of Oklahoma. 
Please say yes" to the future by saying "no" to ObamaCare now!
Stan & Vicky Mullins
 

From: Family Research Council [mailto:reply@frc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:53 PM
To: 
Subject: ObamaCare: Things Every State Should No
 

Share with Friends | | November 15, 2012 | Permalink

ObamaCare: Things Every State Should No
Losing the White House was tough, but in two years, conservatives may look back and realize they won

the foundation for the future--in the states. Republicans' moderate message may have blown it

nationally, but conservatism continued to rack up governorships at a surprising clip. After last Tuesday's

election, they now control 30 of the 50 states' top jobs--the most for either party since 2000. Even North

Carolina, which had gone 24 years without a Republican at the helm, elected one. Obviously, November

6 was not the failure of conservative principles that some pundits are painting it as. Instead it was a

failure of Washington to lead by those principles.

In the states, voters are rewarding the men and women who govern without compromise on strong

values, limited government, and fiscal respons bility. They've seen the benefits of it as more states reap

prosperity from lower taxes, reformed entitlements, and budget surpluses where there were once

deficits.

Today, these governors have an opportunity to do something equally significant: hold the line on the

President's health care law. As we speak, conservative governors from across the country are meeting in

Nevada with one burning question on their minds. Will they bar the door from ObamaCare or give in to

the temptation to join the health care exchanges in their states? Because of how the policy is structured,

the road to ObamaCare leads straight through the governors' desks. Based on the Supreme Court's

decision, the federal government has to implement the President's program, but it cannot force states to

run it. So don't fall for the line from governors like Rick Scott who are now saying that ObamaCare is the

law of the land and suddenly states have to fall in line. They don't.

With 60% of states under GOP management, 180 million people have plenty of reasons for optimism.

As FRC's Ken Klukowski explains in an excellent op-ed for Breitbart today, "If a state refuses to set up

[a health care exchange], then the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will set up the

exchange, but there will be no subsidies." The states that do participate will have to bear 10% of the

financial responsibility for the health care law. But, as many governors, including Iowa's Terry Branstad

pointed out today, "We don't want to get trapped in something we can't afford and can't be sustained."

That's because there is absolutely no guarantee that the federal government will have the money to hold

up its end of the bargain in states every year. That opens up these governors to huge liabilities in the

future. If Washington runs out of ways to finance its 90% share of the exchange, then it will simply

transfer the burden to states. And, as Ken points out, once you're in--you're in. Governors who agree

now are permanently putting their states on the hook for the 2,700-page law and the thousands of

regulations issued by HHS in the years to come. "New regulations are coming out all the time, so the

federal government has a blank check to profoundly change the [states'] system anytime it chooses."

The deadline for the governors' decisions is this week, although Republicans have asked for an

extension. While this sounds like a no-brainer, even conservative governors have a lot to lose.

Remember what happened to Governor Rick Perry when he zeroed out Planned Parenthood? The
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Obama administration retaliated by stripped his state's Medicaid funding. There is no telling what the

President will threaten by way of federal programs or assistance if states refuse to join his exchange. But

if these governors have the strength to withstand the pressure now, they'll be glad they did in five years,

when other states are going bankrupt from the influx of poor people, the lack of federal help, the exodus

of doctors to states without big government medicine, and the loss of sovereignty on a whole host of

issues (like conscience).

Do your part to push your state in the right direction. Pick up the phone and encourage your governor to

say "yes" to the future by saying "no" to ObamaCare now!

A General Nuisance
Of all the ridiculous opinions I've heard on General David Patreaus's scandal, Doris Kearns-Goodwin's

takes the cake. On Sunday's "Meet the Press," the Harvard graduate actually suggested that Americans

should excuse the marital betrayal of leaders like General Petreaus because it limits the number of

"good people" in public life. "I wish we could go back to the time when private lives of our public figures

were relevant only if they directly affected their public responsibilities..." she said. "What would we have

done if FDR had not been our leader because he had an affair with Lucy Mercer? Think of the productive

years that Clinton could have had if Monica Lewinsky hadn't derailed them. We've got to figure out a way

that we give a private sphere for our public leaders. We're not gonna get the best people in public life if

we don't do that."

Think about it. The man running our nation's top clandestine organization couldn't keep his own affair

secret. And he's one of the best people we have in public service? How can Kearns-Goodwin define our

greatest leaders as the ones who violate their most sacred vows or who think the oath of office is more

important than the oath of marriage? Or is she suggesting that people whose own family can't trust them

should somehow be trusted by their fellow citizens? If General Petraeus will compromise here, what's to

say he won't or didn't compromise elsewhere?

This idea that character doesn't matter runs completely counter to God's instructions for choosing

leaders. While I Timothy 3 speaks directly to church hierarchy, the principles also apply elsewhere. A

leader "is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable,

able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.

He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner

worthy of full respect."

Apart from what Scripture says, consider where a lack of moral standards in government has led. The

breaches of integrity in Europe are almost epidemic--and look where those countries are: in complete

economic, political, and spiritual turmoil. That didn't happen because the "best people" were in charge. It

happened because the truly good people didn't hold them accountable.

Family Research Council  801 G Street  N.W. Washington,  D.C. 20001

P  202/393-2100 or  800/225-4008 W  frc.org unsubscribe
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:33:12 AM

 
 

From: Linda Stilwell  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:02 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Obamacare
 

 

Please join with other governors and senators to renounce Obamacare for Oklahoma.
 
Thank you.
 
 
 
Linda & The Oklahoma Basenji Gang
 
It's easy to be humble when you own a basenji 
 
"Pedigree indicates what the animal should be. Conformation indicates what 
the animal appears to be. But performance indicates what the animal 
actually is." Anonymous

23470



Grassfire Nation Update

Charles&Judy,

With the gutting of Medicare Advantage and the forcing of
seniors into a government run system just prior to Election Day,
President Obama has a plan to avoid the angry fallout of the
move and still secure the senior vote!

According to numerous reports, the Obama administration has
devised a devilish scheme to postpone the savage cuts to
reimbursement rates for one year by “spending $8 billion to
temporarily restore Medicare Advantage,” and thus avoiding a
political tsunami from angry seniors until after Election Day.

One doesn’t need perfect vision to see through Obama’s
tissue-paper thin veneer on the scheme, the real question is
where is the money coming from?

Given the fact that the U.S. is $15 trillion in debt and financially
strapped, Obama is going to divert money from Health and
Human Services (HHS) specifically “demonstration projects.”

Of course on its face this is illegal. So Obama and his minions
have plotted to give it an above board appearance while
avoiding the need for Congressional approval.

Their plan is to tap the HHS to conduct what is being described
as an “experiment” to study the effect of $8 billion on the
insurance market.”

But what they will really be studying is the impact this money
has on Obama’s re-election campaign come Election Day!

+ + Will Obama Buy Your Vote?

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama"s $8.3 billion scheme to secure the senior vote
Date: Monday, May 07, 2012 10:00:07 AM

 
 
From: Grassfire Nation
Sent: Monday, May 07, 2012 9:37 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Obama's $8.3 billion scheme to secure the senior vote
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Charles&Judy, during his four years in office, Obama has done
much to usurp our established political system for his own gain.

Now left unchecked, Obama will again pillage the taxpayers
and manipulate those on Medical Advantage -- all for his own
political gain.

As citizens we cannot allow this to go unchecked.

That’s why Grassfire Nation has teamed with Conservative 50
Plus, a fast growing organization that is mobilizing mature
patriots to stand against the injustice and immorality that is
ObamaCare by faxng their outrage and demands for a full
investigation directly to House leadership, including both the
House Oversight and Government Reform committee and the
House subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations.

Go here now to schedule your faxes for immediate delivery:

http://www.grassrootsaction.com/3901/offer.asp

As Ed Morrissey of HotAir.com wrote, this is an $8 billion dollar
“slush fund to fake out seniors.”

Don’t allow Obama to pull the wool over the eyes of mature
Americans, manipulating them on his way to a second term.

Demand a full and thorough investigation into this colossal
misuse of taxpayer funds.

Schedule your faxes today:

http://www.grassrootsaction.com/3901/offer.asp

Grassfire Nation has formed a unique partnership with
Conservative 50+ -- a proactive organization committed to
giving mature Americans a platform, a forum with which to
voice their objection to a loss of liberty, of personal freedom in
their healthcare decisions.

Again, thank you for taking a stand with Grassfire Nation and
Conservative 50 Plus.

Grassfire Nation
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+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +

(Note: Please do not "reply" directly to this e-mail

message. This e-mail address is not designed to receive

your personal messages. To contact Grassfire Nation

with comments, questions or to change your status, see

link at the end.)

+ + + + +

Grassfire Nation, a division of Grassroots Action, Inc., is

a million-strong network of grassroots conservatives that

is dedicated to equipping you with the tools that give you

a real impact on the key issues of our day.  Copyright

2012 Grassroots Action, Inc.

+ + Comments? Questions?

http://www.grassfire.com/email.asp?ind=10

+ +

Technical questions only:  For technical questions

regarding this email, go here:  (Not for

comments/feedback on this update)

http://www.grassrootsaction.com/r.asp?

U=93452&CID=901&RID=34621935

+ + + + +

Click here to be removed from this list or send a written request to:

Grassroots Action

PO Box 277

Maxwell,IA 50161

You are signed up as: efarm@ . 

Click here to change your email address.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama"s 2nd term plans PLEASE READ AND PASS ON.
Date: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 3:31:12 PM

 
 
From: AYE SEE
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 12:44 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: FW: Obama's 2nd term plans PLEASE READ AND PASS ON.
 
THIS IS SCARY !!!!!
 

 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----
From: Marie Davis >
Sent: Tue, June 5, 2012 7:23:38 PM
Subject: Fwd: Obama's 2nd term plans PLEASE READ AND PASS ON.

 

 

 
A great treatise on the true State of the Union!
 
Debbie T.
 
P.S.  David discovered that my email account had been hacked
yesterday.  A bunch of emails went out, supposedly from me, with the
subject title of "HEY" at like 2 a.m.  We changed my account password,
so hopefully, that will stop that kind of stuff, but just be careful.  If you
receive any weird links without a personal message from me, or any
suspicious-looking emails, please let me know.
 
 
 

 
This is very similar to what happened in Russia after the revolution.  Those ill
effects are still being felt nearly a century later.  Obama must be stopped before
he becomes the first American dictator.
 
Americans must elect anyone except Obama if we don't want this to happen!
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...just the opinion of one concerned American for what it is worth...
 

Unconstitutiional powers for the White house.  YOU NEED TO
BE SCARED >  READ 
THIS EMAIL

  To:
  Americans everywhere

  I was sitting at my keyboard halfway through my writing a
letter to you 
about how Barack Obama was fulfilling his pledge to
"Transform America" by 
"Changing the fundamentals of America", so that our
government would become 
the plantation, he the owner, and we the slaves, when this article
by Steve  
McCann appeared in my in box. After checking it for accuracy,
and finding it 
so, I put my writing on hold and here present it to you, for I
could not say 
it better.
          ...Is it already too late?

                  Obama's Second Term Transformation Plans

                  The 2012 election has often been described as the
most 
pivotal since 1860. This statement is not hyperbole. If Barack
Obama is 
re-elected the United States will never be the same, nor will it be
able to 
re-capture its once lofty status as the most dominant nation in
the history 
of mankind.

                  The overwhelming majority of Americans do not
understand 
that Obama's first term was dedicated to putting in place
executive power to 
enable him and the administration to fulfill the campaign
promise of 
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"transforming America " in his second term regardless of which
political 
party controls Congress. That is why his re-election team is
virtually 
ignoring the plight of incumbent or prospective Democratic Party
office 
holders.

                  The most significant accomplishment of Obama's first
term 
is to make Congress irrelevant. Under the myopic and blindly
loyal 
leadership of Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi, the Democrats have
succeeded in 
creating an imperial and, in a second term, a potential dictatorial 
presidency.

                  During the first two years of the Obama
administration 
when the Democrats overwhelmingly controlled both Houses of
Congress and the 
media was in an Obama worshipping stupor, a myriad of laws
were passed and 
actions taken which transferred virtually unlimited power to the
executive 
branch.

                  The birth of multi-thousand page laws was not an 
aberration. This tactic was adopted so the bureaucracy controlled
by Obama 
appointees would have sole discretion in interpreting vaguely
written laws 
and enforcing thousands of pages of regulations they and not
Congress would 
subsequently write.

                  For example, in the 2,700 pages of ObamaCare there
are 
more than 2,500 references to the Secretary of Health and
Human Services. 
There are more than 700 instances when he or she is instructed
that they 
"shall" do something and more than 200 times when they "may"
take at their 
sole discretion some form of regulatory action. On 139
occasions, the law 
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mentions that the "Secretary determines." In essence one person,
appointed 
by and reporting to the president, will be in charge of the health
care of 
310 million Americans once ObamaCare is fully operational in
2014.

                  The same is true in the 2,319 pages of the Dodd-
Frank 
Financial Reform Act which confers nearly unlimited power on
various 
agencies to control by fiat the nation's financial, banking and
investment 
sectors. The bill also creates new agencies, such as the Consumer
Financial 
Protection Bureau, not subject to any oversight by Congress.
This overall 
process was repeated numerous times with other legislation all
with the 
intent of granting unfettered power to the executive branch
controlled by
Barack Obama and his radical associates.

                  Additionally, the Obama administration has, through
its 
unilaterally determined rule-making and regulatory powers,
created laws out 
of whole cloth. The Environmental Protection Agency on a near
daily basis 
issues new regulations clearly out of their purview in order to
modify and 
change environmental laws previously passed and to impose a
radical green 
agenda never approved by Congress. The same is true of the
Energy and 
Interior Departments among many others.

                  None of these extra-constitutional actions have been 
challenged by Congress. The left in America knows this
usurpation of power 
is nearly impossible to reverse unless stopped in its early stages.

                  It is clearly the mindset of this administration and its 
appointees that Congress is merely a nuisance and can be
ignored after they 
were able to take full advantage of the useful idiots in the
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Democrat 
controlled House and Senate in 2009-2010 and the Democrat
Senate in the 
current Congress.

                  Additionally, Barack Obama knows after his re-
election a 
Republican controlled House and Senate will not be able to enact
any 
legislation to roll back the power previously granted to the
Executive 
Branch or usurped by them. His veto will not be overridden as
there will 
always be at least 145 Democratic members of the House or 34
in the Senate 
in agreement with or intimidated by an administration more than
willing to 
use Chicago style political tactics.

                  The stalemate between the Executive and Legislative 
Branches will inure to the benefit of Barack Obama and his
fellow leftists.

                  The most significant power Congress has is the
control of 
the purse-strings as all spending must be approved by them.
However, once 
re-elected, Barack Obama, as confirmed by his willingness to do
or say 
anything and his unscrupulous re-election tactics, would not only
threaten 
government shutdowns but would deliberately withhold
payments to those 
dependent on government support as a means of intimidating and
forcing a 
Republican controlled Congress to surrender to his demands, thus
neutering 
their ability to control the administration through spending
constraints.

                  Further, this administration has shown contempt for
the 
courts by ignoring various court orders, e.g. the Gulf of Mexico
oil 
drilling moratorium, as well as stonewalling subpoenas and
requests issued 
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by Congress. The Eric Holder Justice Department has become
the epitome of 
corruption as part of the most dishonest and deceitful
administration in 
American history. In a second term the arrogance of Barack
Obama and his 
minions will become more blatant as he will not have to be
concerned with 
re-election.

                  Who will be there to enforce the rule of law, a
Supreme 
Court ruling or the Constitution? No one. Barack Obama and his

fellow-travelers will be unchallenged as they run roughshod over
the 
American people.

                  Many Republicans and conservatives dissatisfied with
the 
prospect of Mitt Romney as the nominee for president are
instead focused on 
re-taking the House and Senate. That goal, while worthy and
necessary, is 
meaningless unless Barack Obama is defeated. The nation is not
dealing with 
a person of character and integrity but someone of single-minded
purpose and 
overwhelming narcissism. Judging by his actions, words and
deeds during his 
first term, he does not intend to work with Congress either
Republican or 
Democrat in his second term but rather to force his radical
agenda on the 
American people through the power he has usurped or been
granted.

                  The governmental structure of the United States was
set up 
by the founders in the hope that over the years only those people
of high 
moral character and integrity would assume the reins of power.
However, 
knowing that was not always possible, they dispersed power over
three 
distinct and independent branches as a check on each other.
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                  What they could not imagine is the surrender and 
abdication of its constitutional duty by the preeminent
governmental branch, 
the Congress, to a chief executive devoid of any character or
integrity 
coupled with a judiciary essentially powerless to enforce the law
when the 
chief executive ignores them

                  Conservatives, Libertarians, the Republican Party and
Mitt 
Romney must come to grips with this moment in time and their
historical role 
in denying Barack Obama and his minions their ultimate goal.
All resources 
must be directed at that end-game and not merely controlling
Congress and 
the various committee chairmanships.

                  Steve McCann

                  May 12, 2012

                  I would add but 6 words to those above mentioned:
Conservatives, Libertarians, the Republican Party and Mitt
Romney,

"and we the American people also", must come to grips with
this moment in 
time and our role in denying Barack Obama his life-long goal of 
"transforming" us into his slaves working on his government
plantation.

                  Please forward this to all you can, maybe together we
can 
save America for ourselves and those who will follow after us.

                  May God bless America .

                  Until next time:
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                  John Porter

                  

                  Harrison , Arkansas 72601
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Obama"s birth!!!
Date: Sunday, July 22, 2012 8:45:18 AM

 
 
From: Tea Party News
Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2012 7:55 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Obama's birth!!!
 

To view this as a web page, click here

Click To Watch

Citizens of the Republic, 

Dr. Jerome Corsi and the Tea Party are in savage pursuit of the truth! Just this week, more
Obama frauds have been exposed that are so shocking, good-hearted American people will be
blown away—and absolutely outraged.

Secret activities have surrounded Obama since before his birth—and they’re just now coming to
light. Is Barack Hussein Obama the Manchurian Candidate? It sure looks like it.

Yes, you had better be worried. As you watch Dr. Corsi’s video, ask yourself: “How many more
“Fraud-Babies” have been injected into the U.S. system and are now being prepared to assume
office?” It is beyond unsettling. It’s downright horrific.

The research is on-going. We keep uncovering more and more the deeper we dig. Each time, it
gets more and more terrifying. Please, donate now to help us continue our work so we can
stop these atrocities.

Do not turn away because this is truly alarming and it WILL affect you.

It appears that a complete system of lies and deceptions has been operating right under the
noses of U.S. officials. All the while, a silent cadre of agents, specifically bred and trained for the
purpose of dissolving America from within, are making their moves.

Who would ever suspect such covert operatives? We tend to be a country that gives people the
benefit of the doubt, extending a welcoming hand.

These destructive agents and their “hell-bent to take down America” mission points directly to
the forcible conversion of a Free Enterprise Republic into a dictatorship.
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America is subject to a madman in the White House that believes it is O.K. to:

Demand elderly die when they get too expensive to keep alive
Kill the unborn
Apologize for our greatness
Bow to foreign potentates
Refuse to visit Israel
Applaud the advances of the Muslim Brotherhood
Create Fascist ObamaTax
And more.

Does that sound American to you?

Even Progressive Liberals are rebuking Obama and jumping ship.

Congressmen are denouncing allegiance to his Majesty King Obama.

Even Obama’s harem, the Lame Brained Media, are finding it hard to protect such outrages and
such anti-American actions as Obama is trying to pull off.

Where did Obama learn all these
Anti-American techniques?

It is becoming painfully clear that he was a product of a secret system of subversion and
deception. A complete underworld of swindles, scams and con-artists that have been involved
are now being exposed…and the picture is not a pretty one. This is pure, raw evil.

Shocking details of international baby trafficking and sham marriages are bubbling to the
surface. Dr. Corsi and his team have been digging deep into the murky past of the greatest
scam in the history of our beloved nation, the United States of America. Now, I warn you…

Be prepared to be horrified.
Here are some of the “Tip Of The Iceberg” issues the research

team is investigating:

Birth Certificate Mills
Document Forgery Labs
Illegal Alien to Citizenship Schemes
Smuggled Babies
False Marriages
U.S. Citizenship Birth Frauds
Foreign Government Baby Mills
White House Birth Certificate False Flags
Disappearing Dads
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Shadow Families Global Migrant Baby Schemes

It is becoming painfully obvious that Obama has been a foreign plant from the beginning. It is
time to expose “America’s Fraud President.”

The Tea Party’s no-holds-barred approach to exposing Barack Hussein Obama has ruffled some
feathers on both sides of the aisle. We’ve had calls from high-ranking conservatives to our office
who have DEMANDED that we “cease and desist” our research into Obama’s past. You know by
now what I said: “F-You and the horse you rode in on!”

Something is VERY WRONG when our elected officials refuse to
investigate the 21st Century’s most notorious criminal: Barrack

Hussein Obama

Think about it. We have the ObamaTax Army building their attacks against our beloved nation,
preparing to strip its wealth from hard working citizens!

Liberal progressives are licking their lips, dreaming of the day they can dine on your hard-
earned savings while they laugh at your poverty.

The Obamites are calling ObamaTax an “Enlightened Care Package for the Poor” when it is
nothing more than a rip-off of the American people.

Obama’s plan is to enslave America, using our tax system, our
laws and our police to crush American exceptionalism

Obama has created an anti-American presidency while pushing for international globalism. His
views are not American, but smack of old- style Fascism.

Not sure about this then ask yourself the following question:

If I were a patriotic president running America, would I do the following: 

Recruit 16,500 new IRS auditors
Hire 2,700 new internal command workers
Bring on 1,200 new employees for the IRS to implement the
Affordable Care Act
Approve $881 million dollars as “support money” for the ObamaTax
Approve drones to fly over America
Give the power to the IRS to enforce mandatory health care
Apologize for American exceptionalism
Bow to foreign potentates
Demand government paid abortions
Demand the U.N. to take out guns
Defund NASA
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Wage war in Libya without a cause
Forbid responsible domestic oil drilling
Lie about your birth certificate
Order the creation of a fraudulent birth certificate and present it as
true
And so much more

Ask yourself: is it possible for a foreign-arranged marriage to produce a child who
could be trained to subvert the office of the Presidency of the United States of
America? 

You’re damn right it is. Remember, terrorists plot things years in advance.

The Tea Party not only say, “Yes, it is possible” but believes it to be fact!

It is time to join the resistance

If you are afraid of what the consequences of joining the resistance may be, remember what
they will be if you don’t!

Here’s what you can do right now: 

FORWARD this email to a friend, spread the word far and wide 
Send a “NO OBAMATAX” FAX! Tell Washington to repeal that socialist poison now.
Your fax will go to every one of the 100 Senators and 435 Members of the House of
Representatives.

Let’s fax blast the HELL out of Washington and make them feel your pain with a fax
that will shake them up and let them know where you stand! 

Expose “America’s Fraud President”: For only .23 cents per household we’ll make
the call to deliver a powerful message that exposes the frauds Obama has committed.
It’s part of our ONE MILLION CALL CAMPAIGN to expose and depose Obama,
America’s Fraud President.

For only .23 cents per household you can help support our ONE MILLION CALL
CAMPAIGN to throw out Obama in November. Just think: for a donation of just $23,

$46, $69 you can help us reach 100, 200 even 300 households—or more. 
FREE—JOIN THE RESISTANCE: Be the solution. Blog, post photos, share your
opinions, watch videos, join Tea Party groups and more! 

MAKE A DONATION —You are the power behind the Tea Party, help us keep on
fighting!

“America’s Fraud President” is running wild!
He must be thrown out so America can be restored.
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Join our Resistance movement!

Our Tea Party teams are mobilizing. We’re calling in every resource to fight this with all our
might. We’re beyond mad as hell. We’re so DONE with this socialist pig in pinstripe we’re going
to FIGHT harder than we have ever fought before.

We’re fired up and ready to do battle with the enemy who has shown his true face.
It is evil. It is socialist. It is anti-American. It is WRONG.

Arm yourself with powerful Tea Party Tools of Freedom

The fraud in the White House must not be allowed to get reelected. Washington cronies are
scheming now how they can steal the election, twist votes and disrupt the Democratic system,
but they will fail, because you and I and millions and millions of other America-loving Patriots
will stand in their way!

JOIN THE TEA PARTY RESISTANCE

FREE – Join The Tea Party

FREE – Receive a monthly educational piece in the mail with your first
donation
FAX BLAST – Send 535 FAX PAGES to Washington, DC at a deep discount
rate
FREE – Join the Tea Party’s #1 social network site

Get your own page

Post photos

Blog

Share in forums

Post videos

Watch videos

Get Daily Alerts

Network with other Tea Partiers

Join a State Group

Learn how to start your own Tea Party

Be educated by Dr. Jerome Corsi, PhD. through the 1776 

Nation Series

Join Tea Party’s Facebook & Twitter

More, More, More……
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Support the Tea Party Million Call Campaign We’re making outgoing calls to
households across America, to oust “America’s Fraud President.” Your
donation can help us make more calls to spread the message far and wide—
well beyond the one million calls that were originally planned. Just $23
helps us reach 100 households with an anti-Obama message. Worth
it don’t you think?! 
FREE – Tea Party email newsletter Our #1 e-newsletter features timely yet
provocative, no-holds-barred articles to help educate you on the issues—the
very ones covered up by the media.

Are you with us? Can we count on you to help with a contribution that
allows us to blast our message across America to oust Obama and get
ObamaCare overturned?

WE WILL FIGHT THIS TO THE DEATH but we need your support to keep going.

Give your best donation, small or large, but please give so we can push back with a fierce
vengeance. We need YOU to make this happen.

Take back America and take back our freedom!

Donate today to support our efforts to rise up and revolt against these anti-American
atrocities and Barack Obama—also appropriately known as America’s B.O. and he
just plain stinks!

Save “We the People” –together we can do this!

Steve Eichler
CEO-Teaparty.org

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637
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Liberty Counsel

Mathew Staver, Founder and Chairman

4/9/2012

Last month, President Obama issued an Executive

Order – empowering himself with the authority to

declare martial law and seize American resources

and manpower – in a sweeping power grab that

should disturb every American.

This is yet another emerging battleground in the

Obama administration’s intensifying war on the

Constitution. Please see my crucial message below

– Mat.

Wanda,

Under President Barack Obama, the Executive Branch’s

quest for power at the expense of the other two Branches

appears to be accelerating.  In fact, the administration’s

propensity to sidestep the Constitution is making news

nearly every day now.

According to columnist Jeffrey T. Kuhner of The
Washington Times, through his quietly announced

“National Defense Resources Preparedness” Executive

Order (EO) signed on March 16th, President Obama

placed himself and certain government bureaucrats

above the law.

That single EO granted the power “to commandeer

all U.S. domestic resources, including food and

water, as well as seize all energy and

transportation infrastructure inside the borders of

the United States.”

Further, the Government can also forcibly draft

U.S. citizens into the military and force U.S.

citizens to fulfill ‘labor requirements’ for the

purposes of ‘national defense.’ There is not even

any congressional oversight allowed – only

briefings, says Kuhner.

Mr. Kuhner called Obama’s power grab, “stunning

in its audacity and a flagrant violation of the

Constitution… He now possesses the potential

powers of a dictator.”

From: wanda galland
To: Travis & Elizabeth
Subject: Fw: Obama"s latest Executive Order and martial law
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2012 12:25:38 AM

Please sign this petition.
Wanda

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Liberty Counsel <alert@libertyaction.org>

To: go_wonderer_go@yahoo.com 

Sent: Monday, April 9, 2012 7:53 PM

Subject: Obama's latest Executive Order and martial law
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++Sign Liberty Counsel’s “Stop the War on the

Constitution” petition!

President Obama’s stunning agenda to “fundamentally

transform” the United States of America has now been

fully exposed as a systematic assault on our Constitution

in order to form a more socialized union.

That’s why we are calling on ALL American citizens to

rise up and “Stop the War on the Constitution”!

Please click here now to sign this vital Liberty Counsel

petition:

http://www.libertyaction.org/r.asp?

U=85595&CID=347&RID=34671759

++Obama’s Executive Order gives unprecedented power

to unelected bureaucrats.

Under the President’s control in an undefined scenario of

“national defense,” the Order gives…

• The Secretary of Defense power over all water

resources;

• The Secretary of Commerce power over all

material services and facilities, including

construction materials;

• The Secretary of Transportation power over all

forms of civilian transportation;

• The Secretary of Agriculture power over food

resources and facilities, livestock plant health

resources, and the domestic distribution of farm

equipment;

• The Secretary of Health and Human Services

power over all health resources;

• The Secretary of Energy power over all forms of

energy.

This order seizes more power for the Executive Branch

while diminishing the Legislative Branch – and is

blatantly unconstitutional.  Sadly, it is only one of several

such attacks on the Constitution we have seen in 2012.

In response, Congresswoman Sandy Adams (R-FL), has

introduced a House Resolution to further define and reign

in the President’s tyrannical Order in sidestepping the

Constitution and Congress.

In announcing the Resolution, she stated…

“This [Order] leaves the door open for the

president to give himself control over American

resources during both times of peace, and national

crisis… We [Congress] were elected to protect the

values that make our nation great and to be a line

of defense against the growing interjection of

government into the everyday lives of the

American people.  I will continue to defend the

principles on which our nation was founded and I

will continue to uphold our Constitution.”

I promise you this:  Liberty Counsel will also continue to

defend the principles on which our nation was founded

and boldly stand against this administration’s “War on the
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Constitution”!

The American people are “calling out” Barack

Obama. 

We are united in purpose in calling for constitutional

authority, accountability, transparency, and respect for

the rule of law by all officials who have sworn to “uphold

the Constitution of the United States” – especially the

President of the United States.  

When you sign our petition, you’ll get a free copy

of “The Patriot’s Handbook of American Liberty.”

This special Liberty Counsel Handbook is a

valuable reference guide that every American

should have among his or her personal

belongings.  

Go here to sign the “Stop the War on the Constitution”

petition and to receive The Patriot’s Handbook of
American Liberty absolutely free – plus we’ll also include

our unique Lord, deliver us from ObamaCare bumper

sticker:

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

When you sign our “Stop the War on the Constitution”

petition, we will hand deliver your mandate – along with

those of tens of thousands of your fellow concerned

Americans – to key congressional leaders and other

elected officials – including Representative Adams’ office

as a sign of solidarity. We will also publish your views to

government bureaucrats, the media, and anywhere else it

is strategically advantageous.

Together, we can stop this tyranny before this ultraliberal

administration succeeds in totally remaking the United

States of America into a godless, socialist nation!

Click here to sign the “Stop the War on the Constitution”

petition:    

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

Please, click here now to sign this important “Stop the

War on the Constitution” petition and to receive your

copy of The Patriot’s Handbook of American Liberty and

our unique Lord, deliver us from ObamaCare bumper

sticker.

If you already have these two Liberty Counsel exclusive

items, simply sign the petition and I’ll send you these

resources to share with others!

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

Thank you, as always, for standing with us as, together,

we stand for the Constitutional values that made our

nation great.

Mathew Staver, Founder and Chairman

Liberty Counsel

P.S. President Obama tyrannical actions are undermining

the Constitution and siphoning power to the executive

branch from the other branches of government. It must be

stopped!

Sign the “Stop the War on the Constitution” petition and
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you will receive a complimentary copy of our“Patriots’
Handbook of American Liberty.”  Click here to receive

your copy of the Handbook and our uniqueLord, deliver
us from ObamaCare bumper sticker:

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

   
+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +  

+

 Note: Please do not "reply" directly to this e-mail

message. This e-mail address is not designed to receive

your personal messages. To contact Liberty Counsel with

comments, questions or to  change your status, see the

link at the end of this e-mail.)

+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +  

+

 

+ + Comments? Questions?

 

http://www.libertyaction.org/r.asp?

U=85605&CID=347&RID=34671759

 

Liberty Counsel, with offices in Florida, Virginia and

Washington, D.C., is a nonprofit litigation, education and

policy organization dedicated to advancing religious

freedom, the sanctity of human life and family.  Liberty

Counsel . PO Box 540774 . Orlando, FL 32854 .800-671-

1776

 
Click here to be removed from this list or send a written request to:

Liberty Counsel

PO 277

Maxwell,IA 50161

 
You are signed up as: . 

Click here to change your email address.
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From: wanda galland
To: Travis & Elizabeth
Subject: Fw: Obama"s Second Term Transformation Plans
Date: Thursday, August 16, 2012 10:06:32 PM

----- Forwarded Message -----

Subject: Fw: Obama's Second Term Transformation Plans

 
Sent: Monday, August 06, 2012 2:56 PM

Subject: Obama's Second Term Transformation Pla

To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;Sent: 8/6/2012 8:53:38 A.M. Central Daylight TimeSubj: Fw:

Obama's Second Term Transformation Plans

 

 Without God intervenes for our Nation, we have no future.  God has already warned us as a

Nation.

2 Chronicles 7:14

I don't know if this is true, but if it is we had  better watch out.
                                                                                             

 
PLEASE take a moment or two to read 
                    this email.
The explanation below is so very true and exactly the 
                    plan IS for OUR futures.
We must do everything we can to salvage what’s left. 
                   
VOTE IN NOVEMBER!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
PLEASE pass this on to every American you know. 
                   
 
 
FOR OUR 
                    COUNTRY
------------------------------------------------
From: John Porter
To: Americans 
                          everywhere

I was sitting at my keyboard halfway 
                          through my writing a letter to
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you about how Barack 
                          Obama was fulfilling his
pledge to "Transform America" 
                          by "Changing the
fundamentals of America", so that our 
                          government would become
the plantation, he the owner, 
                          and we the slaves, when this
article by Steve McCann 
                          appeared in my in box. After
checking it for accuracy, 
                          and finding it so, I put my
writing on hold and here 
                          present it to you, for I could
not say it 
                          better.

...Is it already too late? 
                          

Obama's Second Term
Transformation 
                          Plans

The 2012 
                          election has often been
described as the most pivotal 
                          since 1860.This statement is
not hyperbole. If Barack Obama is re-elected
the 
                          United States will never be
the same, nor will it be 
                          able to re-capture its once
lofty status as the most 
                          dominant nation in the
history of mankind. 
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The 
                          overwhelming majority of
Americans do not understand 
                          that Obama's first term was
dedicated to putting in 
                          place executive power to
enable him and the 
                          administration to fulf ill the
campaign promise of 
                          "transforming America " in
his second term regardless 
                          of which political party
controls 
                          Congress. That is why his re-
election team is 
                          virtually ignoring the plight of
incumbent or 
                          prospective Democratic Party office
holders. 
                          

The most significant accomplishment of Obama's 
                          first term is to make Congress
irrelevant. Under the 
                          myopic and blindly loyal leadership of
Harry Reid and 
                          Nancy Pelosi, the Democrats have
succeeded in creating 
                          an imperial and, in a second term, a
potential 
                          dictatorial presidency. 

During the first two years of the Obama 
                          administration when the Democrats
overwhelming 
                          controlled both Houses of Congress
and the media was 
                          in an Obama worshipping stupor, a
myriad of laws 
                          were passed and actions taken which
transferred 
                          virtually unlimitedpower to the 
                          executive 
                          branch. 
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The birth of multi-thousand 
                          page laws was not an
aberration. This 
                          tactic was adopted so the
bureaucracy controlled by 
                          Obama appointees would
have sole discretion in 
                          interpreting vaguely written
laws and enforcing 
                          thousands of pages of
regulations they and not 
                          Congress would subsequently

                          write.

For example, in the 2,700 pages 
                          of ObamaCare there 
                          are more than 2,500 references to the
Secretary of 
                          Health and Human Services. There are
more than 
                          700 instances when he or she is
instructed that they 
                          "shall" do something and more than
200 times when they 
                          "may" take at their sole discretion
some form of 
                          regulatory action. On 139 occasions,
the law mentions 
                          that the "Secretary determines." In
essence one 
                          person, appointed by and reporting to
the president, 
                          will be in charge of the health care of
310 million 
                          Americans once ObamaCar e is fully
operational in 
                          2014. 

The same is true in the 2,319 pages of the 
                          Dodd-Frank Financial Reform Act
which confers nearly unlimited power on 
                          various agencies to control by fiat the
nation's 
                          financial, banking and investment
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sectors. 
                          The bill also creates 
                          new agencies, such as the Consumer
Financial 
                          Protection Bureau, not subject to any
oversight by 
                          Congress. This 
                          overall process was 
                          repeated numerous times with other
legislation all 
                          with the intent of granting unfettered
power to the 
                          executive branch 
                          controlled Barack Obama and his
radical associates. 
                          

Additionally, the Obama administration has, through 
                          its unilaterally determined rule making
and regulatory 
                          powers, created laws out of whole
cloth. The 
                          Environmental Protection Agency on a
near daily basis 
                          issues new regulations clearly out of
their purview in 
                          order to modify and change
environmental laws 
                          previously passed and to impose a
radical green agenda 
                          never approved by Congress. The same
is true of the 
                          Energy and Interior Departments
among many others. 
                          

None of these 
                          extra-constitutional actions have been
challenged by 
                          Congress. The left in America knows
this usurpation 
                          of power is nearly impossible to
reverse unless 
                          stopped in its early stages.

It is clearly 
                          the mindset of this administration and
its appointees 
                          that Congress is merely a nuisance and
can be ignored 
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                          after they were able to take full
advantage of the 
                          useful idiots in the Democrat
controlled House and 
                          Senate in 2009-2010 and the Democrat
Senate in the 
                          current Congress. 

Additionally, Barack Obama knows after his 
                          re-election a Republican controlled
House and Senate 
                          will not be able to enact any legislation
to roll back 
                          the power previously granted to the
Executive Branch 
                          or usurped by them. His veto will not
be overridden as 
                          there will always be at least 145
Democratic members 
                          of the House or 34 in the Senate in
agreement with or 
                          intimidated by an administration more
than willing to 
                          use Chicago style political 
                          tactics.

The stalemate 
                          between the Executive and
Legislative Branches will 
                          inure to the benefit of Barack
Obama and his fellow 
                          leftists. 

The most significant power Congress 
                          has is the control of the
purse-strings 
                          as all spending must be
approved by 
                          them. However, once 
                          re-elected, Barack Obama, as
confirmed by his willingness to do 
                          or say anything and his
unscrupulous re-election 
                          tactics, would not 
                          only threaten government
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shutdowns but would 
                          deliberately withhold
payments to those dependent on 
                          government support as a
means of intimidating and 
                          forcing a Republican
controlled Congress to surrender 
                          to his demands, thus 
                          neutering their ability to
control the administration 
                          through spending constraints.

                          

Further, this 
                          administration has shown
contempt for the courts by 
                          ignoring various court orders,
e.g. the Gulf of Mexico oil drilling 
                          moratorium, as well 
                          as stonewalling subpoenas
and requests issued by 
                          Congress. The Eric Holder
Justice Department has 
                          become the epitome of corruption as
part of the most 
                          dishonest and deceitful administration
in American 
                          history. In a second term the arrogance
of Barack 
                          Obama and his minions will become
more blatant as he 
                          will not have to be concerned with re-
election. 
                          

Who will be there to enforce the rule of law, 
                          a Supreme Court ruling or the
Constitution? No one. 
                          Barack Obama and his fellow-travelers
will be 
                          unchallenged as they run roughshod
over the American 
                          people. 

23498



Many 
                          Republicans and conservatives
dissatisfied with the prospect of Mitt 
                          Romney as the nominee for president
are instead 
                          focused on re-taking 
                          the House and Senate. That goal,
while worthy 
                          and necessary, is meaningless unless
Barack Obama is 
                          defeated.The nation is not dealing with
a person 
                          of character and integrity but someone
of 
                          single-minded purpose and
overwhelming narcissism. 
                          Judging by his 
                          actions, words and deeds during his
first term, he 
                          does not intend to work with 
                          Congress either 
                          Republican or Democrat in his second
term 
                          but rather to force 
                          his radical agenda on the American 
                          people through the 
                          power he has usurped or been granted. 
                          

The 
                          governmental structure of the United
States was set up 
                          by the founders in 
                          the hope that over the years only those
people of high 
                          moral character and integrity would
assume the reins 
                          of power. However, knowing that was
not always 
                          possible, they dispersed power over
three distinct and 
                          independent branches as a check on
each other. 
                          

What they 
                          could not imagine is the surrender and
abdication of 
                          its constitutional duty by the
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preeminent governmental 
                          branch, the Congress, to a chief 
                          executive devoid of any character or
integrity 
                          coupled with a judiciary essentially
powerless to 
                          enforce the law when the chief
executive ignores them 
                          

Conservatives, Libertarians, 
                          the Republican Party and Mitt Romney
must come to 
                          grips with this moment in time and
their historical 
                          role in denying Barack Obama and his
minions their 
                          ultimate goal. All res ources must be
directed at that 
                          end-game and not merely controlling
Congress and the 
                          various committee chairmanships. 

Steve McCann 
                          
May 12, 2012 
                          

I would add but 6 words to those above 
                          mentioned, Conservatives,
Libertarians, the Republican 
                          Party and Mitt Romney, to
say "and we the American 
                          people also", must come to
grips with this moment in 
                          time and our role in denying
Barack Obama his life 
                          long goal of "transforming"
us into his slaves working 
                          on his government plantation.

Please forward 
                          this to all you can, maybe
together we can save 
                          America for ourselves and
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those who will follow after 
                          us. 

May God bless America . 
Until next 
                          time: 
John Porter 
                         

--Meetup, PO Box 4668 #37895 New York, New York 
        10163-4668 | support@meetup.com 
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From: John Goodwin
To: John Goodwin
Subject: FW: Obituary for America
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:24:23 AM

 
 

From: Timothy Titus  
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 12:39 PM
To: 
Subject: Fwd: Obituary for America
 
Timothy Titus

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The long-awaited election

is finally over. Half the country is elated, and the other half is numb. During

the weeks leading up to the election, Republicans had been encouraged by

pollsters and political analysts, who confidently announced that no President

in recent history won re-election with a national unemployment rate over 7.2

percent. They showed poll after poll indicating that a significant majority of

Americans believe we are on the wrong track. They pointed out that

uncommitted voters inevitably break for the challenger in the final moments.

They said it's all about voter turnout, and concluded Republicans were much

more likely to show up at the polls.

This should not have been a close election. All things considered, Barack

Obama should have been easily defeated, especially by a challenger so

experienced and imminently competent as Mitt Romney.

Now that the contentious campaign is over, there will be calls for

reconciliation and unity, but they will fall on deaf ears. The divisiveness

fueled by four years of class warfare and petty politics is not likely to heal

anytime soon. And now that Obama has been given four more years,

unencumbered by political considerations, he is free to impose his radical

ideology with reckless abandon. It will only expand the schism. Any hope of

reuniting the country vanished with Tuesday's election.

We all want a prosperous America, but there are dark days ahead for the
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country. Obamacare remains intact, and most Americans will be stunned at

the resulting higher costs and lower quality of care. Small businesses will

curtail hiring because of its impact. Scandals like Solyndra, Fast and Furious,

and Benghazi will remain buried. More will occur. The national debt will

continue to skyrocket, as entitlements expand, and our country cannonballs

toward bankruptcy. More liberal justices will be appointed to the Supreme

Court. Congress and the Constitution will become less relevant as Obama

imposes more of his will on the country through Executive Order. The

country will be flooded with illegal aliens as our borders disintegrate, and the

Democrats will have established a solid voting bloc and dream constituency -

a majority of Americans totally dependent on government.

And something else has escaped the attention of America during this heated

campaign. Like the Democrats, Iran is undoubtedly ecstatic about the

election results. Ahmadinejad has heard Obama's empty threats over Iran's

nuclear ambitions for four years. He knows that the use of force by this

country, contrary to Obama's endless warnings, is off the table. As he

continues to develop a nuclear weapon, unimpeded by the United States, our

closest friends in that region are coming to understand that they are on their

own. A confrontation between Iran and Israel is almost a certainty, and Iran

has already promised to retaliate against America in that event. Despite

Obama's best efforts to hide from this issue, America will be drawn in.

Obama's election in 2008 might have been attributed to a naïve electorate

that saw a new kind of politician, one filled with inspiration and hope. Or

perhaps it was nothing more than mindless enthusiasm generated by

America's first African-American President. With this election, we now know

that the country has fundamentally changed. It's been remolded by Socialists

and Communists who have wormed their way into our government, the news

media, and our education system. The younger generation has been

particularly influenced. One poll shows that 60 percent of the youth vote went

to Obama.

This election suggests that the America of past generations is gone. The

Obama supporters have forgotten, or never learned those values that made

the country great, like hard work, personal responsibility, and selflessness.

They have long ago forgotten the inspirational words of John F. Kennedy,

Democratic leader from a bygone era, who called for some of that

selflessness when he proclaimed, "Ask not what your country can do for

you..." That's exactly what today's voters are asking. They are inspired by

promises of free contraceptives, free health care, and free education. In fact,

they demand nothing less than cradle-to-tomb care guaranteed by the

government, and funded by the taxpayer.

There was another world leader from Kennedy's era who comes to mind. He

said something not particularly inspirational, but just as memorable. In 1956,

Nikita Khrushchev, First Secretary of the Communist Party of the USSR,

predicted the demise of Capitalism and free enterprise, announcing to the

West, "We will bury you." Fifty six years later, his prediction has come to

pass.

---

Peter Lemiska is a military veteran and former Senior Special Agent of the

U.S. Secret Service. He holds a BA in psychology, and his commentaries

can be found at renewamerica.com and various other political websites. He

can be contacted at .
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Of Course There Are Death Panels
Date: Saturday, October 13, 2012 11:38:49 AM

 
 
From: America Conservative 2 Conservative
Sent: Saturday, October 13, 2012 11:12 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: Of Course There Are Death Panels
 

Of Course There Are Death Panels, It Couldn't
'Work' Otherwise
Reposted from CoachIsRight
 
Here are some of the worst one:

Pg 30, Sec 123 : there will be a government committee that decides what
treatments you are allowed and what your overall benefits are = DEATH PANEL.

Pg 29, lines 4-16 mandates the rationing of health care Canada style = DEATH
PANEL.

Pg 42 a Health Choices Commissioner  will determine your health benefits. You will
have no choice =DEATH PANEL.

PG 50, section 152 free, taxpayer-paid health care will be given to the 30 million
non-citizens even illegal aliens.

Pg 59, lines 21-24 gives government direct access to your banks accounts to compel
you to pay what they think you should pay without your previous consent.

PG 65, sec 164 provides for a political payoffs:  special subsidized plan for retirees
and their families in unions.

PG 85, line 7 provides specifics for benefit levels for all health plans, giving
government the right to ration everyone’s healthcare = DEATH PANEL.

PG 85, line 7 provides for specifics on benefit levels for Medicare recipients, basically
rationing the care of every senior citizen I the United States. DEATH PANEL.

Pg 124, lines 24-25  no private company or individual can have the right to sue the
federal government for medical price fixing.

Pg 127, lines 1-16 dictates doctors’ income reducing what doctors earn = doctors
shortages  rationing = DEATH PANEL.
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Pg 126, lines 22-25 mandates employers must pay for health insurance even for
part-time workers and their families; will certainly lead to massive layoffs.

Pg 239, line 14-24 mandates that available physician services will be reduced for
Medicaid recipients. Many poor people including many seniors will be affected.

PG 265, Sec 1131 mandates and controls the productivity of all health care providers
including surgeons! =DEATH PANELS will follow from this one as rationing becomes
essential.

PG 268, Sec 1141 regulates the rental & purchase of power driven wheelchairs, no
power chair for grandma! .

Pg 354, Sec 1177 will arbitrarily restrict the enrollment of special needs children and
adults.

PG 427, lines 15 mandates program for orders on the end of life, actually giving the
government a say in how your life ends!

Pg 494-498 allows government to define mental illnesses and what services will be
allowed to treat, again rationing this care.

Please download this list and use it as your source to win over family and friends
who don’t understand the danger from Obamacare.

 

HHS Is Spending More Money to Promote
Obamacare
By Lonely Conservative
If you were angry the last time you heard that the Department of Health and Human
Services spent our tax dollars promoting Obamacare, you’re really going to be mad
now.

HHS gave Weber Shandwick a $3.1 million contract. “Weber will create a
strategic plan with short- and long-term tactics for exchange outreach and
education,” PR Week reported earlier today.  “The agency will also
promote early awareness and foster engagement with consumers to help
them learn more about coverage that they may be eligible for, as well as
to promote upcoming enrollment periods, according to the RFP.”

HHS gave a $20 million contract to another PR firm, Porter Novelli, earlier
this year. That effort will be led by former Obama campaign surrogate Kiki
McLean.

Read the whole thing, that’s not all they’ve spent.
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 Make your comments HERE:
 
 

 

 

Laura J Alcorn,  National Director

 

Let's  Invite More to our social network.  Send these post to your email groups and
friends

Like us on  Facebook and follow us on twitter.

Visit America Conservative 2 Conservative at: http://americac2c.com/?
xg_source=msg_mes_network

To control which emails you receive on America Conservative 2 Conservative, click here
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Ohio"s Victory for America"s Health Care Freedom
Date: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 1:04:48 PM

 
 
From: ObamaCare Repeal Pledge
Sent: Wednesday, November 09, 2011 11:23 AM
To: Judy Earnheart Earnheart
Subject: Ohio's Victory for America's Health Care Freedom
 

Ohio's Victory for 
America's Health Care Freedom

November 9, 2011

Friend,

In case the mainstream media hasn't bothered to let you
know, last night Ohio's Issue 3 — the Ohio Health Care
Freedom Amendment — passed overwhelmingly, 65.6%
to 34.3%. 

All told, 2,221,175 Ohioans voted to send an
unambiguous message to the politicians in Washington
and to the US Supreme Court. This vote will be the last
expression of public sentiment before the Court takes up
the legal challenges to ObamaCare. 

This victory made explicit that we do not want
ObamaCare, its mandates, its bureaucracy and its
government intrusion into the relationships between
patients and doctors.

This victory was not a foregone conclusion. Indeed, it was
far from it. This was an uphill fight form the beginning.
The "wise" political consultants told us it was a lost cause.
The mainstream media either ignored it or dismissed it.
The mainstream media focused their attention on Issue 2
and Big Labor's efforts to turn out union voters to repeal
Gov. Kasich's S.B. 5. But we knew that if people knew
that Issue 3 was on the ballot and knew of its
importance, they would want to be heard loud and clear.

Trouble viewing this
message? View it online
here.

Follow Us
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And Issue 3 prevailed by an even bigger margin than did
Issue 2.

We didn't listen to the nay-sayers, and neither did you.
And because of your willingness to get involved, to
contribute your time and your resources to help our
cause, we were able to score a major victory for health
care freedom. For all you did, you have our unending
thanks.

We owe a special thank you to the voices who
championed this cause — Rush Limbaugh trumpeted
Issue 3 this week as greatly important to sending a
message to the Supreme Court. And, the great folks at
the Ohio Liberty Council and Ohioans for Healthcare
Freedom did remarkable work with limited resources but
dedicated grassroots volunteers on the ground who care
deeply about freedom and liberty in their health care
decisions.

We are proud of the role we played in Ohio, with your
help, on behalf of Issue 3 and health care freedom. We
will continue to fight for individuals making their own
decisions with regard to their health insurance and health
care, and we will continue to fight to defund, deauthorize
and repeal ObamaCare.

                                          Thank you,

                     

                                          Heather R. Higgins
                                          President & CEO
                                          Independent Women's Voice

 

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system March 19, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe

23508

http://paracom.paramountcommunication.com/subscribe/source.htm?c=bhnJgMC9h4khI&email=efarm%40pine-net.com&cid=34f16f24044bf81284637172648c3395
http://paracom.paramountcommunication.com/phase2/survey1/survey.htm?CID=wlwlov&action=update&eemail=efarm%40pine-net.com&_mh=be3236e52c4f18ae0e52f21b2c0bce4f
http://paracom.paramountcommunication.com/phase2/survey1/survey.htm?CID=wlwlov&action=update&eemail=efarm%40pine-net.com&_mh=be3236e52c4f18ae0e52f21b2c0bce4f


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; "denisenorthrup "; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fw: Oklahoma files suit against IRS rule taxing employers & individuals without statutory authority
Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 7:48:18 PM

FYI
 
From: Michael Cannon  
Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 04:41 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Oklahoma files suit against IRS rule taxing employers & individuals without statutory authority

 
I think I already mentioned this, but Jonathan Adler and I recently posted an updated version
of our forthcoming Health Matrix article, “Taxation Without Representation: The Illegal IRS
Rule to Expand Tax Credits Under the PPACA.”
 
Based on arguments we present in that article, Oklahoma’s attorney general today amended
that state’s dormant ObamaCare lawsuit to add a complaint challenging the IRS rule on the
grounds that it unlawfully taxes Oklahoma employers and deprives the state of its
sovereignty. (The attorney general’s press release is below. I can send a link to the complaint
when it becomes available.) So we may see this issue adjudicated.
 
What might come as news to Oklahoma’s attorney general is that the IRS rule unlawfully
subjects 250,000 individual Oklahomans to penalties/taxes under ObamaCare’s individual
mandate. Those are 250,000 potential individual plaintiffs, who would face fewer hurdles in
establishing standing. We explain how the IRS rule taxes these individuals, and their basis for
standing, in our updated article. I hope to publish the numbers for other states soon.
 
Michael
 
-----------------------
 

 

E. SCOTT PRUITT 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF OKLAHOMA

For Immediate Release                                                     September 19, 2012 
Contact: Diane Clay 
Director of Communications 
(405) 522-0166 
(405) 250-8792 cell 
Diane.Clay@oag.ok.gov 

Karee Pyeatt 
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Public Information Officer 
(405) 522-4400 
Karee.Pyeatt@oag.ok.gov

Attorney General’s Federalism Unit Files Amended Lawsuit against Affordable Care
Act Implementation 

New IRS rule to tax businesses conflicts with health care law 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Attorney General Scott Pruitt filed an amended complaint
Wednesday in Oklahoma federal court, challenging the implementation of certain provisions
of the Affordable Care Act. 

“Oklahoma is in a unique position with the only active lawsuit against the Affordable Care
Act to hold the federal government accountable in how it implements the law,” Pruitt said.
“Now that the Supreme Court has deemed the ACA a tax, and therefore constitutional, the
federal government must follow the law and proper procedures, and that is not being done.”   

The original lawsuit, filed in January 2011 in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of Oklahoma, challenged the health care act’s constitutionality under the Commerce Clause,
specifically whether the federal government had the power to mandate individuals to buy
health insurance as simply a condition of being a citizen. Oklahoma’s lawsuit was stayed by
Judge Ronald White until the U.S. Supreme Court issued a ruling in the Florida case.   

In June, the Supreme Court sided with the states, agreeing that the health care law had
exceeded its power under the Commerce Clause, but the Court gave authority to implement
the individual mandate as a tax under Congress’ Taxing Power. 

Following the decision, General Pruitt filed a request with Judge White to lift the stay on the
Oklahoma case, so new issues related to implementation of the act could be addressed. The
judge granted the request last week, lifting the stay.   

With Oklahoma’s lawsuit still at the district level, the state can amend the complaint, which
would not be allowed with cases on appeal. 

Among the issues raised in the complaint is a new IRS rule that violates the Administrative
Procedures Act and conflicts with the ACA. Oklahoma also is asking the Court to recognize
that because the Supreme Court deemed the health care act’s individual mandate a tax that it
no longer conflicts with Oklahoma’s constitutional provision that no law or rule can “compel
any person, employer or health care provider to participate in any health care system.” 

For a copy of the original and amended complaints or the state’s motion to lift the stay, go
online to www.oag.ok.gov.

###
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cody Inman
Subject: FW: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 7:55:59 AM
Attachments: facebook-iconf5423f

linkedin57e847
twitter_newbird_boxed_whiteonblue30pta375f2
bealeclr-with-line-small527e23

Importance: High

Add this to the list we’ll need to reply to…
 

From: Dick Beale [mailto:Dick@bealepro.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 10:30 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Importance: High
 
Dear Ms. Northrup and Ms. Altshuler,

 
The national election is over and like or not (Not!), we are going to have to deal with prospect of

Obamacare being implemented in Oklahoma. We can take the high road and do it ourselves in a way

that makes sense in Oklahoma or we can face the prospect of a punitive installation of a Federal

Exchange.

 
Governor Fallin needs to take a leadership position in this effort to do something positive to protect the

interests of Oklahomans. We can no longer have our state government held hostage by a minority of

over zealous, ultra-right wing fanatics. Governor Fallin risks losing the support of many of us

conservative realists who have supported her for many years.

 
There is plenty of assistance in the wings waiting to be called into action to get a state exchange in

place and we have been given additional time by HHS to make it a reality. We are not supporting

Obamacare in principle, but making certain Oklahoma's principles are preserved in the exchange

process to the greatest extent possible.

 
Many of us have been working within the insurance industry for years to design a working system. We

believe that there will never be a better opportunity to have flexibility in design than there is right now. 

 
Please share this with Governor Fallin and urge her to do the "right" thing.

 
Thank you for your time and support.

 
 

 Dick Beale
Senior Vice President

Dick@bealepro.com

3000 NW 149th St., Oklahoma City, OK, 73134

P.O. Box 21880, Oklahoma City, OK, 73156

405-521-1600 or 800-530-4863

405-521-1610 fax 
www.bealepro.com
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From: Judith Bryan
To: Karla Killinger; Vicki Stinson; Kay and Alan Klein; Cherry Aguilar; David Lowen; Mary Ann Ross; Governor Info;

Virginia Harting; Breechen Leah; Kimberly Reams Rice
Subject: Fw: Oklahoma Legislative ACTION ALERTS - please act today ... !
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012 2:09:29 PM

--- On Mon, 2/20/12, Jenni White wrote:

From: Jenni White 
Subject: Oklahoma Legislative ACTION ALERTS - please act today ... !
To: 
Date: Monday, February 20, 2012, 4:33 PM

Please do what you can! Our main voice in government is HERE IN
OKLAHOMA! We can't complain if we won't act!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bob Donohoo 

Please keep the calls and emails coming ... our voice is being heard and we
are making progress.

The list has changes with bills being added or dropped as the weekly needs
arise. Please act on all of them...

Expanding use of deadly force against intruders – HB2702 – Rep.
Vaughan

Today, you can use deadly force on someone if they force their
way into your home. HB2702 expands this to those who “entry
by deception and with violent intent.” Tim from OK2A.org says
that this will be heard in Judiciary Committee tomorrow
afternoon, Monday 2/20/12. This committee has already passed
good legislation this year. Find this bill at:
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx

Further details can be found at: http://ok2a.org/

 

Action – Email all the Judiciary Committee members and ask
them to support HB2702. The email list is shown below. To be
effective this must be done NOW…

 fred.jordan@okhouse.gov,
colby.schwartz@okhouse.gov,
gusblackwell@okhouse.gov,
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scott.inman@okhouse.gov,
richardmorrissette@okhouse.gov,
aaron.stiles@okhouse.gov,
paulwesselhoft@okhouse.gov,
mariancooksey@okhouse.gov,
dan.kirby@okhouse.gov, leslie.osborn@okhouse.gov,
suetibbs@okhouse.gov, cory.williams@okhouse.gov,
randy.grau@okhouse.gov,
mark.mccullough@okhouse.gov,
bensherrer@okhouse.gov, emily.virgin@okhouse.gov

Repeal Healthcare Trust Fund – SB1116 – Sen. Crain

SB1116 essentially dissolves a state administered trust fund
previously set up to receive and then administer federal funds
allocated for implementing Obamacare within Oklahoma.  Find
this bill at: http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx

Further details can be found at: http://www.ok-safe.com

 

Action – Call/email Senator Kim David ((405) 521-5590
david@oksenate.gov) and ask him to hear SB1116 in Health and Human
Services Sub-Committee which she chairs. Please note that Sen. David
scores well on the Conservative index. Your call will be heard!

 

 

 

Repeal current Obamacare legislation – HB1276 – Rep. Ritze

HB1276 essentially says that Obamacare can’t be implemented
in Oklahoma. It says in part, “The Legislature of the State of
Oklahoma declares that the federal laws known as the “Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act” (Public Law 111-148) and
the “Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010”
(Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on
March 23 and 30, 2010, are not authorized by the Constitution
of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as
given by the founders and ratifiers, and are hereby declared to
be invalid in the State of Oklahoma, shall not be recognized by
this state, are specifically rejected by this state, and shall be
considered null and void and of no effect in this state.  This bill
passed the State House last year and is now waiting to be
heard in the State Senate. Find this bill at:
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx
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Further details can be found at: http://www.ok-safe.com

Action – Call/email Rep. DeWitt ((405) 557-7332 
daledewitt@okhouse.gov) and ask him to bring HB1276 to the
House floor for a vote.

 

Defense in place of worship – HB2988 – Rep. Ritze

 

Today, if someone forcibly enters your home they are
“presumed to be doing so with the intent to commit an unlawful
act involving force or violence.” As a result, you can defend
yourself accordingly. HB2988 would extend this to “place of
worship”. Find this bill at:
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx

Further details can be found at: http://ok2a.org/

 

Action – Call/email Rep. DeWitt ((405) 557-7332 
daledewitt@okhouse.gov) and ask him to bring HB2988 to the
House floor for a vote.

 

Private Schools set own policy for Conceal and Carry –  HB2514
– Rep. Kern       SB1778 – Sen. Treat

 

Today, citizens are not able to defend themselves while at any
public or private school and all the criminals know it. This
includes colleges. SB1778 essentially says that private schools
will be able to set their own policy on whether or not people
with Conceal and Carry permits may carry firearms on their own
campus. The bill says in part, “It shall be unlawful for any
person to have in his or her possession on any public or private
school property or while in any public school bus or vehicle
used by any public school for transportation of students or
teachers any firearm or weapon”. Find this bill at:
http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx

Further details can be found at: http://ok2a.org/
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Call Sen. Barrington (405.521.5563  barrington@oksenate.gov) and ask
him to hear SB1778 in the Public Safety Committee which he chairs.

 

 

Open Government – HR1004- Rep. Key

HR1004 essentially says that if a Representative wants his bill to
be voted on in committee that it has to be voted on. Right now
the Committee Chair can single handedly decide to not hear a
bill because they do not like it. Right now they have too much
power to kill good bills without giving them a fair hearing. Find
this bill at: http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx

 

Action – Call/email Rep. Banz ((405) 557-7395 
garybanz@okhouse.gov) and ask him to allow HR1004 to be
voted on in the Rules Committee which he is the Chair of.

 

 

 

Repeal Core Curriculum – HB1714 – Rep. Kern

Right now the curriculum used in Oklahoma Public Schools have
to follow a nationally determined standard. HB1714 essentially
says the Oklahoma Public Schools can determine their own
curriculum. This is all about local control of education. Find this
bill at: http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx

Further details can be found at: 
http://www.restoreokpubliceducation.com/

 

Action – Call/email Rep. Coody ((405) 557-7398 
anncoody@okhouse.gov) and ask her to allow HB1714 to be
voted on in the Common Education Committee which she is the
Chair of.
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Comprehensive Health Care Information System – SB999 – Sen.
Brown

SB999 calls for the creation of a comprehensive health care
information system where the personal data provided by
medical providers will be used to create a public website. While
the data will not show our names it still sets up the computer
network that brings us a significant step closer to implementing
Obamacare. It is also a publically funded form of marketing for
private companies which, in principle, should not occur. Find
this bill at: http://www.oklegislature.gov/tomshell.aspx. Further
details can be found at: http://www.ok-safe.com

 

Action – Call/email Sen. Schulz ((405) 521-5612  schulz@oksenate.gov)
and ask him to NOT bring this bill to the Senate floor for a vote.

-- Take care, Bob...
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Oklahomans ceaselessly fighting Obamacare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:32:56 AM

 
 

From: Sara Hill  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 3:52 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Oklahomans ceaselessly fighting Obamacare
 
Dear Governor Fallin,

The people of Oklahoma have made their position clear- we want the government out of our
healthcare! Are you willing to stand with the people of Oklahoma and resist the implementation of
ObamaCare?
 
Specifically, we are asking you to:
1.            To oppose any implementation of a health insurance exchange-state based or otherwise.
2.            To terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET).
And
1.            To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state of Oklahoma, including the acceptance of
any federal funding for the purpose of expanding Medicaid.

The courtesy of your reply is sincerely appreciated.
 
Best Regards,

Sara Hill
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Rebecca Frazier; Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:11:44 PM

J
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 3:22 PM
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Nov. 8, 2012
 
Alex Weintz, spokeswoman
Oklahoma Govenor's Office
 
Dear Alex:
 
Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-24A.22, I am requesting that any and all records
related to the planning and development of a health insurance exchange, as mandated by the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, be made available to me for inspection. These records should include, but not be
limited to, the following:
 
1. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “health care exchange” since 2010.
2. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “blueprint” since 2010.
3. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the words “Affordable Care Act” since 2010.
4. Emails and correspondence, both internal and with external organizations, individuals or agencies, that mention
the term “Obamacare” since 2010.
5. Planning documents that mention the words “health care exchange”
6. Any and all planning documents and correspondence in regards to the development of, or the preparing of a
blueprint for the presentation of, a state, federal, or state-federal health care exchange.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme
Court in 2003 said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies.[1] If
you claim such an exemption to my request under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, please cite in writing the
specific statutory exemption.
 
I note that Oklahomans “are vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government”
and that the purpose of the Oklahoma Open Records Act is “to ensure and facilitate the public’s right of access to
and review of government records so they may efficiently and intelligently exercise their inherent political
power.”[2] Given the intent of the Open Records Act, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said in 1986, government
officials must consider in ruling on records requests that “disclosure is to be favored over a finding of
exemption.”[3]
 
Please note that I am asking to inspect these records. I reserve, however, the right to request copies when the
records are examined.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act prohibits the charging of a search fee when the release of the “documents is in
the public interest, including, but not limited to, release to the news media, scholars, authors and taxpayers seeking
to determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
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performing their duties as public servants.”[4] I am a reporter for The Oklahoman, and I represent the citizens of
Oklahoma who are vested in ensuring their government is responsive to their wishes and needs, particularly when
the issue pertains to the spending of, or planned spending of, taxpayer dollars. My request clearly falls within this
provision of the Open Records Act and no search fee should be charged for this request.
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide “prompt, reasonable access to its records,”[5]
which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning “only the time required to locate and
compile the public records.”[6]  Please respond to this request by no later than Nov. 12, 2012.
 
Thank you for your cooperation.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zeke Campfield
Report, The Oklahoman
9000 N Broadway Ext.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
[1] Citizens Against Taxpayer Abuse, Inc. v. City of Oklahoma City, 2003 OK 65, ¶ 12 (“The public body urging
an exemption has the burden to establish the applicability of such exemption.”). See also Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla.
Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 23 n.15, 735 P.2d 548, 555 n.15 (“In any proceeding the party urging the
exemption of materials from disclosure will have the burden of proof to show the applicability of such an
exemption.”); 1995 OK AG 97, ¶ 5 (“The burden to establish a privilege of confidentiality rests upon the person or
entity that seeks to establish it.”).
 
[2] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.2 (OSCN 2001) (“As the Oklahoma Constitution recognizes and guarantees, all
political power is inherent in the people. Thus, it is the public policy of the State of Oklahoma that the people are
vested with the inherent right to know and be fully informed about their government.”).
 
[3] Tulsa Tribune Co. v. Okla. Horse Racing Comm’n, 1986 OK 24, ¶ 22, 735 P.2d 548, 555 (“In ruling on a
request for disclosure the public body and the reviewing court must consider that, pursuant to the intent of the Open
Records Act, disclosure of information is to be favored over a finding of exemption.”). See also1995 OK AG 97, ¶
5 (“The Act is construed “to favor disclosure” over withholding information.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 3 (“It is clear
from this definition that the Act is intended to be quite broad in its coverage in the State. Similarly, the intent of the
Act requires that questions of doubt as to the accessibility of government records be resolved in favor of access.”).
 
[4] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(3). See also 1999 OK AG 55, ¶ 15 (“[A] search fee cannot be charged when release
of public records is in the public interest, such as release to the news media, scholars, authors or taxpayers seeking
to determine if government affairs are being properly performed.”); 1988 OK AG 35, ¶ 6 (citing Okla. Stat. tit. 51,
§ 24A.5(3) (1987)) (“[A] public body subject to the Act’s requirements may not charge a special ‘search fee’ to any
member of the news media who is seeking information in the public interest, such as attempts by such persons to
determine whether those entrusted with the affairs of the government are honestly, faithfully, and competently
performing their duties as public servants.”). “[T]here is no situation under which a member of the news media may
be lawfully charged a search fee by a public body. 51 O.S. 24A.5(3) … is quite clear on that point when it decrees
‘in no case’ may such search fees be assessed in such circumstances,” id. ¶ 5.
 
[5] Okla. Stat. tit. 51, § 24A.5(5).
 
[6] 1999 OK AG 58, ¶ 15, ¶ 9 (relying upon Merrill v. Oklahoma Tax Comm’n, 1992 OK 53, 831 P.2d 634)
(“There is no provision in the Open Records Act for a public body to ‘withhold’ records for any amount of time,
however small. The duty to provide prompt and reasonable access is complied with only when a public body
properly attends to its duty to provide a record.”).
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Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Maria Maule;

Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: Open Records Request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 2:05:33 PM

Hello All,
 
We have received a new open records request regarding the healthcare exchange.  Please
send documents/emails to Audrey.  Also, please do not forget the open records request below
from Friday, November 16th.  If you could send any documents/emails related to this request
to Audrey, we would appreciate it!
 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records requests
attached.
 
1) any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a
federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be
provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other
written forms of communication.
 
2) any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal
money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided
to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written
forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
3) any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records
requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care
mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails,
memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
 

From: Rebecca Frazier 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:03 PM
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Denise Northrup; Steve Mullins; Craig
Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: Open Records Request
 
Hello All,
 
Can you please gather and send to Audrey any emails or documents that you may have for
the following Open Records Request.  Audrey will also need an estimate of the amount of
time you spent gathering the requested information. Thank you in advance.
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I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
 
 
 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
 

 

 

 

 
Rebecca R. Frazier
Deputy General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8836
Rebecca.Frazier@gov.ok.gov
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From: Steve Mullins
To: Alex Weintz; Rebecca Frazier; Audrey Rockwell
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:24:00 PM

He has limited the request for information.  This requests should be substituted for the one sent
earlier.
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 

From: Steve Mullins [mailto:Steve.Mullins@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Zeke Campfield
Cc: Rebecca Frazier; Alex Weintz
Subject: RE: Open Records discussion

I really appreciate you taking time to come in to discuss this issue.  In my view,  the Open Records
Act recognizes the three traditional sources of privilege.  Privileges may originate through
Constitutional provisions, statutory grant, or judicial common law principles.  In the Open Records
Act, for example, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.2, refers to both specific statutory sections in the Oklahoma
Open Records Act and specific state or federal statutes.    Similarly, 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.5 (1)
provides that the Open Records Act does not apply to records specifically required by law to be kept
confidential including records protected by a broadly defined category called "state evidentiary
privilege" which included immunity privileges such as the attorney-client and work product.  These
evidentiary privileges are both Constitutional and Judicial in origin.  Again, in 51 Okl.St.Ann. § 24A.9
the Act codifies a portion of a broad Constitutional privilege called the deliberative process privilege
when it states:  "Prior to taking action, including making a recommendation or issuing a report, a
public official may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally created materials
other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an aid to memory or
research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of a public project."  The
Act includes many other specific privileges with Constitutional and judicial origin when it recognizes
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certain investigatory, prosecutorial, proprietary, privacy and similar privileges. 
 
Here is a non-legal summary of the most common privileges we may assert that we believe are
consistent with the Open Records Act:
 
Executive Privilege
What is executive privilege?  A claim by a high official of the executive branch that he/she need not
answer a request for information (including a subpoena issued by a court or request by the
legislature) on the ground that such revelations would hamper effective governmental operations,
procedures and/or decision-making.  In order to do their job, high officials of the executive branch
need candid advice and discussion.  The United States Supreme Court has recognized the privilege
due to  "the valid need for protection of communications between high government officials and
those who advise and assist them in the performance of their manifold duties."
What is the legal basis for the privilege?  The privilege exists within all areas of the executive
branch.  If information is shared within the executive branch, the information retains its privileged
character.  Only if the information is disclosed to public or disinterested private party is the
privileged waived.  For example, when US Vice President Cheney released information to a Special
Counsel, a “third part[y] outside the White House,” no waiver was held to have occurred.  There is
no requirement that the relevant communication or document be designated as "confidential" to
receive executive privilege protection.  Such an agreement-or lack thereof-is not dispositive.  The
privilege is applied to any communication that has the character of information who's disclosure
would hamper effective governmental operations, procedures and/or decision-making. 
 Communications that directly or indirectly have the effect of impacting recommendations or advice
to Senior Executive officials who are empowered to act on behalf of the executive branch are not
considered ordinary governmental communications and are potentially protected by the privilege. 
The privilege is properly invoked where release of the information or communication threatens
substantial intrusions on the process by which those closest to Senior Executive give advice.   The US
Supreme Court held that Senior Executive communications and activities encompass a vastly wider
range of sensitive material than would be true of any ordinary individual.  While Senior Officials are
not above the law, the judiciary and legislature must afford senior executives the greatest possible
deference in areas of confidential decision making.  
Deliberative Process Privilege
The deliberative process privilege protects from disclosure “‘documents reflecting advisory
opinions, recommendations and deliberations comprising part of a process by which governmental
decisions and policies are formulated.’” Three policy purposes consistently have been held to
constitute the bases for this privilege: (1) to encourage open, frank discussions on matters of policy
between subordinates and superiors; (2) to protect against premature disclosure of proposed
policies before they are finally adopted; and (3) to protect against public confusion that might result
from disclosure of reasons and rationales that were not in fact ultimately the grounds for an
agency's action.  In order to qualify for the privilege, a document must be “predecisional” and
“deliberative.”  A document is predecisional if it was “‘prepared in order to assist an agency decision
maker in arriving at his decision.’” The agency claiming privilege “must be able to demonstrate that .
. . the document for which . . . privilege is claimed related to a specific decision, facing the agency.”
But, the privilege does not extend to “‘purely factual’ material” or subjective discussions insofar as
they were later adopted or incorporated in a final agency opinion.   The mere status of an agency
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decision within an agency decisionmaking process may be protectible if the release of that
information would have the effect of prematurely disclosing "the recommended outcome of the
consultative process . . . as well as the source of any decision." This is particularly important to
agencies involved in a regulatory process that specifically mandates public involvement in the
decision process once the agency's deliberations are complete.  Moreover, the predecisional
character of a document is not altered by the fact that an agency has subsequently made a final
decision or even has decided to not make a final decision. Nor is it altered by the passage of time in
general.  A document is deliberative if it is “‘actually . . . related to the process by which policies are
formulated.’” Factors used to determine whether a document is deliberative include “whether the
document ‘(i) formed an essential link in a specified consultative process, (ii) reflects the personal
opinions of the writer rather than the policy of the agency, and (iii) if released, would inaccurately
reflect or prematurely disclose the views of the agency.”    
Law Enforcement Investigatory Privilege
The law enforcement investigatory privilege is a judge-fashioned evidentiary privilege the purpose
of which is to protect law enforcement efforts from possible harm arising from public disclosure of
investigatory files.  The scope of the privilege extends to ongoing criminal and civil law enforcement
investigations. Information of concern may include logs, preliminary reports, or even notes that
could potentially compromise ongoing operations, lead to discovery of particular investigative
techniques, or jeopardize the safety or effectiveness of confidential informants.  This privilege
prohibits the release of governmental information – whether through documentary evidence or oral
testimony – that would harm an agency’s investigative or enforcement efforts.
 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
The attorney-client privilege protects confidential communications between an attorney and his or
her client made for the purpose of furnishing or obtaining professional legal advice and assistance. 
The privilege applies in both directions: to communications from the client to the attorney, and to
communications from the attorney to the client. It applies with equal force to conversations and
correspondence among a client's attorneys, whether or not the client is present during the
conversation or receives a copy of the correspondence. It broadly applies including conversations
between in-house and outside counsel and confidential communications between two lawyers
representing the same client. 
 
WORK PRODUCT DOCTRINE
The work product doctrine is broader than the attorney-client privilege; it protects materials
prepared by the attorney, whether or not disclosed to the client, and it protects material prepared
by agents for the attorney. However, unlike the attorney-client privilege, work product requires
contemplation of litigation.   Work product privilege protects from disclosure: 1) material prepared
or mental impressions developed in anticipation of litigation or trial by or for a party or a party's
representatives; and 2) communications made in anticipation of litigation or for trial between a
party and a party's representatives. The "anticipation of litigation" test is satisfied “whenever the
circumstances surrounding the investigation would have indicated to a reasonable person that there
was a substantial chance of litigation” and “if the party invoking the privilege believes in good faith
that there is a substantial chance that litigation will ensue.” Litigation need only be contemplated at
the time the work is performed for the doctrine to apply, and the term "litigation" is defined broadly
to encompass the defense of administrative and other federal investigations.
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COMMON INTEREST PRIVILEGE
The "common interest" privilege enables counsel for clients with a common interest to exchange
attorney-client privileged communications and attorney work product in order to adequately
receive legal advice and prepare for litigation without waiving either privilege.  The scope of the
privilege also applies to communications by a client to his own lawyer that are subsequently shared
them with co- defendants for purposes of a common defense.  The privilege encompasses notes and
memoranda of statements made at meetings among counsel and their clients with a common
interest, as well as the statements themselves.   Whether simple legal advice is sought, an action is
ongoing or contemplated, whether the jointly interested persons are defendants or plaintiffs, and
whether the litigation or potential litigation is civil or criminal, the rationale for the joint defense rule
remains unchanged: persons who share a common interest in legal advice or litigation should be
able to communicate with their respective attorneys and with each other to more effectively
prosecute or defend their claims. It is necessary for clients to pool information in order to obtain
effective representation. So, to encourage information-pooling, the common interest rule treats all
involved attorneys and clients as a single attorney-client unit, at least insofar as a common interest
is pursued.
 
I hope this helps with your decision making on your Open Record requests.
 
 
Steven K. Mullins
General Counsel
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 522-8853
 
 
 

From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:13 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records discussion
 
Mr. Mullins-

    In our meeting Nov. 14, you denied a substantive portion of a Nov. 8 open records request

submitted to the Oklahoma governor's office by The Oklahoman. State law requires the government to

favor public access to records over exemption. Please cite which part of the law exempts you from

allowing public access to those records.

 
Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:59:51 PM
Attachments: Programexpans.docx

Moneyrec..docx
Records.docx

 
 

From: Steve Mullins 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:52 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: Open Records request
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51 PM
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
 

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open Records
requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents related to both Gov.
Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator" funding regarding health care
exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's decision on the state not setting up a health
care exchange and the Governor's decision not to expand medicare. The third request is
seeking memos, e-mails or other written communication regarding the decision to deny
earlier open records requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how
long you anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.
 
 
 
Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com




Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com


Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com







From: Alex Weintz
To: Audrey Rockwell; Steve Mullins; Denise Northrup
Subject: Fw: Open Records request
Date: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:51:30 PM
Attachments: Programexpans.docx

Moneyrec..docx
Records.docx

 
From: Clifton Adcock [mailto:cadcock@tierramediagroup.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 01:01 PM
To: Alex Weintz 
Subject: Open Records request 
 
Hi Alex. This is Clifton Adcock at the Oklahoma Gazette. You will find three Open
Records requests attached. The first is for e-mails, memos, or other documents
related to both Gov. Fallin's rejection of the $54 million in federal "early innovator"
funding regarding health care exchanges. The second is regarding Gov. Fallin's
decision on the state not setting up a health care exchange and the Governor's
decision not to expand medicare. The third request is seeking memos, e-mails or
other written communication regarding the decision to deny earlier open records
requests for the previous two items. If possible, let me know about how long you
anticipate it will take to fill these requests. Thank you.

Clifton Adcock
Oklahoma Gazette
(405) 605-6767
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Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision - both to reject the state setting up a federally mandated health care exchange and for the state to not expand its Medicaid program - be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com




Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to Gov. Mary Fallin’s decision to reject “early innovator” federal money that would allow the state to set up a federally mandated health care exchange be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication to or from the Governor regarding the above specified issue.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com


Nov. 26, 2012



Under the Oklahoma Open Records Act, Title 51, Sections 24A.1-29, I am requesting that any and all records related to the decision of the Governor’s office to reject Open Records requests seeking information about Gov. Mary Fallin’s decisions in regard to the federal health care mandates be provided to me. These records should include, but not be limited to, e-mails, memoranda, or other written forms of communication.
 
I acknowledge that not all government-held information is open to the public. However, the Oklahoma Supreme Court has said the party claiming non-disclosure carries the burden to prove that an exemption applies. The Court also has said government officials must consider in ruling on records requests that "disclosure is to be favored over a finding of exemption." If all or some portion of my request is denied, please cite in writing the specific statutory exemption being claimed. 
 
The Oklahoma Open Records Act requires that public bodies provide "prompt, reasonable access to its records," which Attorney General Drew Edmondson in 1999 defined as meaning "only the time required to locate and compile the public records." Please respond to this request by no later than Nov.29, 2012.
 
If you have any questions about the nature or scope of this request, please contact me. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clifton Adcock

Oklahoma Gazette

(405) 605-6767

cadcock@tierramediagroup.com







From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas; Keili McEwen
Subject: FW: OSEEGIB Insurance Issue
Date: Friday, October 14, 2011 9:27:20 AM
Importance: High

 
 

From: kathie Darr [mailto:darr@lsb.state.ok.us] 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 9:25 AM
To: 'John Enns'; 'Mike Jackson'; Governor Info; 'Todd Lamb'
Subject: FW: OSEEGIB Insurance Issue
 
Representative Enns, Representative Jackson, Lt. Gov. Lamb and Governor Fallin:
 
Senator Anderson asked that I forward this email on to your offices.
 
THANKS!
 
Kathie Darr
Executive Assistant to Senator Patrick Anderson
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 417A
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105
(405) 521-5630

 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Patrick Anderson [mailto:panderson@cnb-enid.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 8:13 AM
To: anderson@oksenate.gov
Subject: FW: OSEEGIB Insurance Issue
 
Please forward this to Rep. Enns, Rep. Jackson, Governor and Lt. Governor
 

From: Vance T. Nye [mailto:nye@GungollJackson.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2011 7:46 PM
To: Patrick Anderson
Cc: ljnye@ ; jerrynyej@
Subject: OSEEGIB Insurance Issue
 
Patrick,

 
Just to follow-up our conversation the other day.  I have subsequently talked to Mike Jackson and John

Enns as well as Phil Granier (may not be spelled correctly) in Lt. Governor Lamb's office.  I left a

message with Governor Fallin's office and was told someone who knew about this issue would call me

back.  I have not, however, received a return call.  I would like you to be aware of a few other issues

besides the ones we previously discussed.  

 
First, I also talked with Marty Hamer (may not be spelled correctly) at the OSEEGIB office.  While

polite, she was not helpful.  When I talked to her about the practical results that would occur from this

decision (Oklahoma owned pharmacies closing) she told me that she did not care and that was not her

concern or the concern of OSEEGIB.  Their only concern was "lower premiums."  I told her that her

attitude was short-sighted and irresponsible.  Saving money on premiums by decreasing overall tax

revenue to the state could result in those government employees getting lower paychecks to go with
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their lower premiums as a result of lack of tax revenue.  How an entity that represents the people in

our state who are PAID by the taxpayers can adopt a policy that, essentially, prohibits those people

from frequenting the businesses owned by those taxpayers is beyond me.

 
Second, and even more disturbing, is a conversation that I was recently made aware of between an

OSEEGIB Board member and a customer of one of the pharmacies owned by Greg Huenergardt (an

Enid High graduate who owns my wife's pharmacy as well as pharmacies in Laverne, Shattuck, and

Kingfisher, and whose parents still live in Enid).  Apparently the customer asked the Board member to

come to Woodward to explain the new rules.  The Board member refused to come because Greg

Huenergardt (who is the past President of the Oklahoma Pharmacists Association) and Greg Adams

(the newest member of the Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy) would be there.  I have to ask the

question of why is it that an OSEEGIB Board member is afraid of a public discussion on this deal? 

Furthermore, when the customer told the Board member that she wanted to have the right to choose

her pharmacy provider, the Board member told her that it was OSEEGIB's job to choose her pharmacy

provider for her and that she had no right to do that for herself.  This is totally unacceptable!  The

Oklahoma Attorney General is part of the group suing the federal government to prevent Obamacare

from continuing.  However, our own state government is now taking an Obamacare approach of making

the decision as to who the citizens of the state of Oklahoma can get their medical care from.  

 
Finally, I understand that Maxcare (who is PPOK's pharmacy benefits manager) attempted to submit a

plan to OSEEGIB that would have saved the state of Oklahoma $16 million instead of the $8 million

that the state will "allegedly" save under this Medco plan.  However, OSEEGIB refused to even

consider it.  Instead of accepting the plan of an Oklahoma owned and based company like Maxcare

that would save $16 million, OSEEGIB choose a plan of an out-of-state company that, even if its

number are true (which I doubt) would only save the state half as much.  Forgive me for sounding too

much like a conspiracy theorist, but I do not see how anyone makes this decision unless there are

some big kickbacks being made somewhere.  It just makes no sense otherwise.

 
I admit that I do not know how OSEEGIB is set up or regulated.  However, I think that everything needs

to be done that can be done to establish as much legislative oversight for OSEEGIB as possible. 

Purse-strings need to not only be pulled but cut, if necessary.  The members of the Board at OSEEGIB

also need to be responsible to the people of the state.  I truly hope that you and the state legislature

will find some way to get it through the thick heads of the people at OSEEGIB that they cannot tell the

public employees (who are paid by our tax dollars) that they cannot frequent the businesses owned by

the taxpayers that generate ALL of the funds that pay the salaries of those state employees.  

 
When all is said and done, all we need is a level playing field for the privately owned pharmacies in

our state.  This means no requirements for use of mail-order stores and no difference in co-pays

between mail-order and private pharmacies (right now, some insurance companies allow a nominal or

no co-pay if you go through the insurance company's preferred (read "insurance company

owned") mail-order pharmacy but force customers to pay a "penalty" co-pay of 50% of the amount that

the insurance company pays the pharmacy if you go to a private pharmacy).  By the way, this last

example is exactly what Medco is doing to state employees right now with the blessing of OSEEGIB. 

This is a blatantly unfair trade practice and should not be legal.  If there is no ability for insurance

companies to force customers to use mail-order pharmacies, the people of the state will chose their

locally owned stores.  That will do nothing but increase the level of quality patient care, reduce fraud

and abuse (I could write another novel about how much fraud and abuse results from mail-order

pharmacies), and increase revenue to the state through increases in sales taxes (from more sales) and

income taxes (from more employees of locally owned pharmacies). 

 
I would highly suggest that you call and talk to Greg Huenergardt (580-938-2854 or 580-5715413). 

Actually, he may call you as my wife gave him your work number.  He can educate you even better

than I can.

 
I do not have -mail addresses Rep. Jackson, Rep. Enns, the Lt. Governor, or the Governor.  I would

appreciate it if you would forward this e-mail to them.  Thank you for your time. 
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Vance T. Nye

Gungoll, Jackson, Collins, Box, & Devoll, P.C.

323 W. Broadway

P. O. Box 1549

Enid, OK 73702

580-234-0436 (Phone)

580-233-1284 (Facsimile)

nye@gungolljackson.com

www.gungolljackson.com

This e-mail contains PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION intended only for the use of

the recipient(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, or the employee or

agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any

dissemination or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,

please immediately notify us via e-mail and delete this e-mail from your system. Thank you.

 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This correspondence, and all  attachments transmitted with it, may contain legally privileged and
confidential information intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient
or the employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any reading, dissemination,
distribution, copying or other use of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify
the sender immediately by telephone at 580.213.1730, or by electronic mail hdesk@cnb-enid.com, and delete this message and all
copies and backups thereof. Failure to comply with this confidentiality notice may result in criminal or civil penalties and/or prosecution.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Patient Protection and Affordable Health Care act
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 8:51:50 AM

 
 

From: bill pascoe  
Sent: Saturday, July 07, 2012 5:04 PM
To: Governor Info
Cc: House Spkr Des rep Shannon; Senate Pres Pro tempore Bingman; maj Whip Senator Branan; maj
whip Rep McNeil; Maj Whip senator Brinkley; maj. floor leader senator Schulz; ok sen d42 cliff Aldridge;
maj floor ldr Rep Dewitt; OK rep Gary Banz
Subject: Patient Protection and Affordable Health Care act
 
Just A note to encourage my elected officials to nullify the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act and stop the federal governments' unconstitutional intrusion into my and other
Oklahomans lives.  The patient Protection and Affordable Care law being forced upon us has
more than one unconstitutional aspect.  At this point in the process, I feel that nullification is
the only way we are going to stop this and prevent future unconstitutional laws. I urge you
to:
 
* Say no to any health insurance exchanges (state or
other).
 
* Say no to any expansion of Medicaid in Oklahoma
including the acceptance of any federal funds offered for
this purpose.
 
* Terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Exchange
Trust. (This special interest group has no legislative
oversight and is not held accountable by the people.)
 
The courtesy of your reply is appreciated.
 
                                                                                            
Thank you
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Michelle Waddell
Subject: Fw: Patients over Bureaucrats
Date: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 8:32:12 AM

Can u print for gov?
 
From: Marie Sanderson  
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 08:30 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <  
Cc: Monica Block <mblock@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: FW: Patients over Bureaucrats 
 
Dear Chiefs:
 
The following email was sent to your bosses from Governor Bobby Jindal this morning.  Please let me
know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)

Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (
 
 
 

From: Governor Bobby Jindal 
Sent: Tuesday, May 15, 2012 9:17 AM
To: Governor Bobby Jindal
Subject: Patients over Bureaucrats
 
Dear Governors: 
 
Once the United States Supreme Court reminds our constitutional lawyer professor-turned-
President of the existence of the Tenth Amendment and the limits of the Commerce Clause,
thereby repealing Obamacare, the natural question becomes, what’s next?  All of the
problems that existed before President Obama, then-Speaker Pelosi, and Senate Majority
Leader Reid forced through a bill to raise hundreds of billions of dollars in taxes, cut
Medicare spending, and create yet another entitlement program we cannot afford will still
exist.  
 
The American health care system has many well documented flaws, but reminds me of
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Churchill’s description of democracy as the “worst form of government, except for all those
other forms that have been tried.”  Surely, our health care system is too expensive, leaves too
many families without coverage, and is plagued by redundant paperwork and procedures. 
Yet, at its best, there is no better.  When your child or parent is sick, you don’t wish they
could be treated elsewhere.  But, you might be worried about how you are going to pay for
the medical bills after they get better.
 
The President often promised that he would bend the health care cost curve down, and I just
wish he had succeeded, or even really tried, and had done so in a way that maximizes our
freedom.  Health care reform is filled with confusing acronyms and large numbers, but really
comes down to one simple question: Who do we want making our health care decisions?  Do
we want doctors and their patients in charge or do we want government bureaucrats in
charge?  Since health care is such a personal matter – impacting us when we are the most
vulnerable - and also expensive – consuming an increasingly larger share of our economy,
how we answer this question may be one of the most important domestic policy decisions we
make.        
 
President Obama has made it clear his answer involves a top down government run approach
that, as President Reagan famously said, “would have the efficiency of the Postal Service and
the compassion of the I.R.S.”  I was no great fan of the late Senator Ted Kennedy’s policies
or politics, but did admire his philosophical consistency and dogged determination to get to a
single payer system.  I only wish more of our Republican members of Congress displayed
those same traits in defense of a consumer based system.  Senator Kennedy would pursue
incremental steps or huge leaps towards government run health care, depending on the
political circumstances, but he always worked to move the system in his direction.  We need
Republicans in Washington to stop viewing health care as simply a Democratic issue and to
stop thinking they have achieved victory when they merely adopt a cheaper version of the
Democratic plan.  Over the years, Republican members of Congress have slowed down the
other side, but have not prevented government from taking over more and more of our health
care system.  Indeed, the government is soon expected to pay for half of all health care
spending, with that portion continuing to increase.
 
So, what next?  How do we strengthen and improve a consumer based health care system? 
Let’s consider three main purchasers of health care – Medicare, Medicaid, and private
insurance.
 
Medicare
 
The recent trustees report confirms what everyone already knows, but most in Washington
want to ignore.  Medicare is going broke, based on solvency of the hospital trust fund,
percentage of GDP spent, growth in spending versus revenues, etc.  The program today
wastes billions of taxpayer dollars each year in fraud and waste, while trapping seniors in a
system drowning in what the Mayo Clinic once counted as 130,000 pages of rules and
regulations.  Len Nichols described the program as the federal government trying to set
10,000 prices in 3,000 counties, making the Pentagon’s $400 hammers and $600 toilet seats
look quaint by comparison.  The Left wants to raise payroll taxes, while Congress and the
bureaucrats continue to make political decisions on how much services should cost, which
treatments are covered, and how often patients can visit their providers.  The consumer based
alternative is to adopt a premium support model, similar to the one used for federal
employees, Members of Congress, and many in the private sector, to subsidize the majority
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of the premiums paid by seniors free to choose their own health care plan which best meets
their needs.
 
Medicaid
 
The Medicaid program, jointly financed and overseen by the states and the federal
government, continues to overwhelm state budgets, consuming more scarce tax dollars and
threatening funding for schools and roads, while failing to deliver health care efficiently. 
While welfare reform continues to stand as one of the most impressive recent domestic
policy accomplishments to come from Washington, not exactly a high bar, liberal advocacy
groups pressured Congress to inexplicably exclude Medicaid.  States need to be freed from
the D.C. bureaucracy.  The same local flexibility, accountability based on outcomes not
process, and an emphasis on helping the poor to thrive in the mainstream that succeeded in
transforming welfare will work with Medicaid.  There is no excuse for a continued “separate
but equal” health care system in this day and age.  Democrats have blocked various
Republican attempts to block grant the Medicaid program for years, while ignoring the pleas
of governors from both parties for regulatory relief and an end to the unfunded mandates. 
 
At the very least, Congress should allow states to opt-in to a more flexible long-term funding
arrangement; the Obama Administration could accomplish this through waivers, but won’t. 
States would receive guaranteed federal funding, adjusted on a per capita basis to account for
economic cycles, and would agree to predictable federal funding caps set lower than current
predicted growth rates in exchange for relief from federal regulations.  States would have the
freedom to design programs that best meet their people’s needs, combined with an incentive
to lower costs rather than game the system.  Instead of the federal government designing one
size fits all eligibility requirements and micromanaging benefit designs and copayment rules,
states would be required to focus on improving health outcomes for their vulnerable
populations.  At the very least, Washington should allow states to start such a program for the
able bodied populations, i.e., those who qualify for Medicaid primarily due to income and not
health status, which comprise the majority of Medicaid beneficiaries, while considering
special protections for the elderly and disabled.
 
Here is a radical thought – why not free the states to focus their efforts and spending on
helping beneficiaries get better paying jobs so they can afford their own health care and
break the cycle of dependence?  Why not use more Medicaid spending to subsidize private
coverage, rather than building public bureaucracies, as a transition to the independence
envisioned in welfare reform?
 
Private Coverage
 
The American health insurance marketplace simply does not work as it should today.  It
actually does not resemble any reasonably functioning insurance system.  The idea of
insurance should be to pool risk over large populations and time to protect individuals against
unpredictable and potentially overwhelming risk.  Obviously, different people with different
income, assets, and medical conditions will have different levels of overwhelming risk.  Yet,
health insurance, especially individual coverage, today often effectively screens out the sick,
offering coverage when we least need it, and too often simply offers prepaid health care
coverage. 
 
A good way to understand the failings of the marketplace is to compare health care insurance
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with other insurance.  For example, most of us don’t file claims with our auto insurers for
every ding our car doors get in the parking lot, knowing the resulting increase in premiums
and hassle in paperwork aren’t worth the payout.  We either pay to fix the car door ourselves
or live with the scratches.  Yet, we have been trained to expect first dollar coverage for minor
procedures, while more and more employers and plans are capping coverage with episodic,
annual, or lifetime limits.  Also, most of us aren’t frustrated at the end of the year that our
homes haven’t flooded or burned down, expecting refunds for our property insurance
premiums.  We don’t set fire to a bedroom at the end of the year to ensure we get our
money’s worth!  Yet, many patients flood their doctors’ offices or refill prescriptions early
towards the end of the year once they have exceeded their deductibles, determined to get
their money’s worth.    
 
Part of the problem is that our health insurance system has evolved over time almost by
accident in response to wage controls, tax policies, and other pressures so that most
Americans get their coverage through their employers.  The resulting subsidy and economies
of scale are important benefits, but it is time to modernize our health care system since
neither the status quo nor the President’s prescribed fix is acceptable.
 
Just as technology is transforming our society and empowering the individual, our health care
system must also evolve from a top down approach, run by either insurance or government
bureaucrats, to a bottom up system where patients make decisions.  We need more
transparency, where individuals have access to pricing and easily understandable and
comparable outcomes and quality data via the internet and also have portable electronic
health care records, so that patients can easily navigate what could otherwise be a confusing,
potentially scary, and highly technical array of options.  Consumers should share in the
savings of best practices and have more, not less, access to health savings accounts and other
tax advantaged financing mechanisms that reward them for seeking care in cost-effective
settings, reducing the likelihood of chronic disease, complying with medical regimens, and
applying savings towards future health care costs.  Insurance must be made portable across
state lines and jobs, and accompanied by policies that reduce the dangers of adverse risk
selection with the least amount of intrusion into the markets and our lives (e.g., reinsurance,
high-risk pools, fixed open enrollment periods).  Consumers, including those working for or
owning a small business, must have the opportunity to purchase coverage through voluntary
pools, whether through trade associations or churches or unions or whatever, to enjoy the
same benefits of scale currently offered to those receiving care through large employers or the
government.  Payment should be for performance, not activity, rewarding integrated networks
offering coordinated care, disease management, and preventative care.  Frivolous lawsuit
reform is a critical component of a reformed health marketplace that will save billions of
dollars while also reducing overutilization.  Finally, those needing help to afford their care
should get that help via refundable tax credits to subsidize the cost of private coverage rather
than building another government-run health plan.
 
Churchill also said about the American people, “We can always count on the Americans to
do the right thing, after they have exhausted all the other possibilities.”  With Obamacare, we
have certainly exhausted all the other possibilities; now is the time to do the right thing and
reform our health care system to empower the patient instead of the bureaucrats.
 
Thanks,
 
Bobby
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P.S. In the days ahead, our RGA Public Policy Committee will be circulating a detailed
policy proposal for reforming our nation's healthcare system for your review and input.  I
hope you will take the time to share your thoughts and ideas with us.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Pelosi Wants to Amend Free Speech Rights
Date: Saturday, May 05, 2012 8:39:54 AM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Saturday, May 05, 2012 7:46 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Pelosi Wants to Amend Free Speech Rights
 

NANCY PELOSI and the Democrats want to AMEND the United States
Constitution, and 

END Freedom of Speech in America

Just when you thought the Left couldn't come up with another terrible idea, they outdo

themselves. 

Unbelievably, the Democrats are now attacking our Free Speech rights. THIS IS NOT

A JOKE. 

THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 

Congress shall make no law...abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press...

In 2010, when the Supreme Court ruled in Citizens United v. Federal Election
Commission that the First Amendment protects the free speech of corporations as well

as individuals, the Left went ballistic. 

Chief Justice Roberts wrote in the decision that the Obama administration wanted the

court to allow the government to prohibit political speech: "The government...asks us

to embrace a theory of the First Amendment that would allow censorship not only of

television and radio broadcasts, but of pamphlets, posters, the Internet, and virtually

any other medium that corporations and unions might find useful in expressing their

views on matters of public concerns." 

Now, angered by that ruling, that same government, led by "thinkers" Nancy
Pelosi and Barack Obama, want to amend the Constitution so THEY CAN
DECIDE what is free speech, and what is not. 

They want to tell you what you can and cannot say. 

If they determine you are acting in collaboration with another individual, or
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individuals, YOUR FREE SPEECH RIGHTS WILL CEASE TO EXIST. 

They want to control the flow of information to their "subjects," who are We the People.

Click here to send a Personalized Fax to Congress and tell them to defend the
United States Constitution. Your free speech rights as an American citizen are
under immediate threat by Nancy Pelosi, Barack Obama and the Democrats.
Please, help Conservative Action Alerts flood their offices with Faxes. Don't let
them take away our First Amendment rights! 

Pelosi last week announced a three-point strategy to change our First Amendment

rights: "We have a clear agenda in this regard: Disclose, reform the system reducing

the roll of money in campaigns, and amend the Constitution to rid it of this ability for

special interests to use secret, unlimited, huge amounts of money flowing to

campaigns," she said. 

(Who are special interest groups, Nancy? Certainly not unions who are supportive of

you and your causes, and whom you have exempted from this assault). 

In a fabulous twist of irony, ON THE SAME DAY Pelosi gave her speech last

week, word came that President Obama's 2008 campaign DID NOT DISCLOSE
ALMOST $2 MILLION IN DONATIONS.

So much for disclosure! 

Click here to send a Personalized Fax to Congress and tell them to defend the
United States Constitution. Your free speech rights as an American citizen are
under immediate threat by Nancy Pelosi, Barack Obama and the Democrats.
Please, help Conservative Action Alerts flood their offices with Faxes. Don't let
them take away our First Amendment rights! 

This latest assault on our free speech comes from the same group of
hypocritical Democrats that has no problem with the vile hatred spewing forth
from Al Sharpton, Rachel Maddow, Lawrence O'Donnell, Ed Schultz, and the like
- but who have heart palpitations at the very thought of Rush Limbaugh and
Glenn Beck being able to speak their minds. 

They are ALL ABOUT FREE SPEECH...as long as it comes from them. 

Here is a great example of their "Do as I say, not as I do" philosophy: 

Two years ago, President Obama drafted the Democracy Is Strengthened by Casting

Light On Spending in Elections (DISCLOSE) Act, which forces companies bidding on

government contracts to report their political contributions over the last two years. 

Because Obama is determined to be our most transparent President, remember? 

Obama said, "The Federal Government must ensure that its contracting decisions are
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merit-based in order to deliver the best value for the taxpayer. It is incumbent that

every stage of the contracting process...be free from the undo influence of factors

extraneous to the underlying merits of contracting decision making, such as political

activity or political favoritism." 

Well...except unions. And environmental groups. And Planned Parenthood. 

You know - LIBERAL organizations. Transparency isn't an issue when it comes
to groups supportive of Democrats. 

Michelle Malkin says Obama is "exploiting the power of high government office to

intimidate lawful, peaceful contributors who support limited-government causes." She

believes he is undertaking a "vendetta of campaign finance destruction" under the

guise of "disclosure." 

Please, help Conservative Action Alerts flood Congressional offices with Faxes.
Don't let them take away our First Amendment rights! 

There certainly seems to be validity to her argument. 

Consider that Obama's campaign manager Jim Messina called out conservative

supporters Charles and David Koch for not disclosing the identity of their donors. 

Messina said, "When you attempt to drown out (Americans') voices through unlimited,

secret contributions to pursue a special-interest agenda that conflicts with what's best

for our nation, you must expect some scrutiny of your actions." 

Again - wouldn't Planned Parenthood, the AFL-CIO, the UAW and other Left-leaning

organizations like that be considered "special interest groups?" And if so, why are they

supportive of Nancy's assault on the Constitution and not worried about free speech

restrictions? 

Food for thought. 

And, why is Messina not upset that George Soros' Center for American Progress

(CAP), that has placed top policy staffers in the White House, does not feel they

should disclose their backers? CAP spokeswoman Jennifer Palmieri said, "We respect

the privacy of supporters who have chosen not to make their donations public." 

Yet recently, Obama's campaign Twitter account asked followers to add their name to

a petition "to demand that the Koch brothers make their donors public." 

Obama's Super PAC Priorities USA keeps quiet on their own donor list. But if they get

their way, they will force conservatives to disclose theirs. 

SILENCING THE OPPOSITION. 

Your free speech rights as an American citizen are under immediate threat by
Nancy Pelosi, Barack Obama and the Democrats. Please, help Conservative
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Action Alerts flood their offices with Faxes. Don't let them take away our First
Amendment rights! 

Remember the IRS targeting Tea Parties? 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce faced similar threats in November 2010 when they

came out with ads opposing Obamacare. 

And, another George Soros organization led by Tom Matzzie (formerly of MoveOn.org)

sent warning letters in 2008 to top Republican donors, "hoping to create a chilling
effect that will dry up contributions...alerting donors who might be considering
giving to right-wing groups to a variety of potential dangers, including legal
trouble, public exposure and watchdog groups digging through their lives." 

Now this thug mentality is about to infiltrate our most precious of documents,
the U.S. Constitution. 

Pelosi wants to allow Congress to REGULATE POLITICAL SPEECH BY

CORPORATIONS...CHURCHES...WEBSITES...basically anyone who disagrees with

the Democrats. 

Your free speech rights as an American citizen are under immediate threat by
Nancy Pelosi, Barack Obama and the Democrats. Please, help Conservative
Action Alerts flood their offices with Faxes. Don't let them take away our First
Amendment rights! 

She has the support of Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA), who has introduced the People's

Rights Amendment, which would end the free speech rights of corporate

entities...which could be newspapers, blogs, brick and mortar companies, or Internet

entities. 

Rep. Donna Edwards (D-MD) tried to explain the Democrats' approach: "In Citizens

United, what the court said is that Congress has no authority to regulate this kind of

speech...but...all of the speech...whether it's corporations or campaign committees and

others engage in, would be able to be fully regulated under the authority of the

Congress and–and under our Constitution." 

If Pelosi is allowed to amend the Constitution, America will experience a
nightmare of epic proportions. Anything Congress decides to deem a
"corporation" will see the end of free speech. 

Obama and the Left cannot handle the freedom our Constitution provides. They want

control of your speech, period. 

If they have to do it by amending the Constitution, they will. 

If they have to do it by regulating and taxing the Internet, they will. 

If they have to do it by bringing back the Fairness Doctrine, they will. 
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If their Dear Leader has to do it through a series of Executive Orders and Presidential

Proclamations that negate Supreme Court rulings, they will allow him to. 

The Democrats will do whatever they can to silence conservatives. If your point of

view is different from theirs, they do not believe you have a right to say it. 

WILL THEY SILENCE YOU NEXT? 

STOP THIS MADNESS, NOW. Click here to send a Personalized Fax to Congress
and tell them to defend the United States Constitution. Your free speech rights
as an American citizen are under immediate threat by Nancy Pelosi, Barack
Obama and the Democrats. Please, help Conservative Action Alerts flood their
offices with Faxes. Don't let them take away our First Amendment rights! 

Conservative Action Alerts

www.ConservativeActionAlerts.com 

AS ALWAYS, you can CLICK HERE to send a FREE message directly to YOUR U.S.
Representative and Senators! 

Conservative Action Alerts (CAA) is a media outlet protected by the first amendment and that support for

our efforts is not tax-deductible. Diener Consultants, Inc., 10940 S Parker Rd Ste# 763, PARKER, CO

80134-7440 

Forward This Message to Your Email Friends List

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Michelle Waddell
To: Scott Mason
Subject: FW: Peolosi Quote
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:44:00 PM
Attachments: image002.png

From: Travis Brauer 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:05 PM
To: Rebecca Frazier; AJ Mallory; Cindy Harper; Michelle Waddell; Brett Thomas
Subject: Peolosi Quote
 

Pelosi on Obamacare: I Knew Ted Kennedy
‘Would Go to Heaven and Help Us Pass the
Bill’
By Elizabeth Harrington
June 28, 2012
Subscribe to Elizabeth Harrington's posts
    

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) (CNSNews.com/Penny Starr)

(CNSNews.com) – House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Thursday that “It’s pretty
exciting” that the Supreme Court upheld the health-care law’s individual mandate as a tax, saying
now Sen. Ted Kennedy can “rest in peace.”

“I knew that when he left us he would go to heaven and help pass the bill,” Pelosi said of the
late Massachusetts Democratic senator.

“Now I know he was busily at work until this decision came down, inspiring one way or
another. And now he can rest in peace.”

Pelosi, who had previously predicted a 6-3 victory for Obamacare, said the decision was “no
surprise.”  The Minority Leader cited “interstate commerce” in defending the constitutionality
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of the law, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that the mandate is not justified under the
Commerce Clause.

“We thought—we knew we were on solid ground in terms of interstate commerce, solid
ground in terms of the constitution, it was just a question of what the vote would be,” she
said. “And with that confidence we happily embraced the decision that came down.”

“Now it can move forward with the full implementation of the law and when that happens for
the American people the best is yet to come,” Pelosi said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., poses for a picture with his son, Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-
R.I., at the inauguration of President Barack Obama on Jan. 20, 2009. (AP File Photo/Sen.
Patrick Leahy)

Congressional Democrats utilized the slogan, “Win one for Teddy,” when trying to pass
healthcare reform in 2009 after Kennedy died of brain cancer that August. Kennedy was a
longtime champion for health-care reform.

“I want to say a word about Senator [Ted] Kennedy,” Pelosi said. “I spoke to Vicki Kennedy
this morning and Patrick Kennedy before coming here, thanking them for the important role
that he played a lifetime of commitment to making healthcare a right, not a privilege in our
country. He called it the great unfinished business of our country, our society.”

In a Supreme Court decision Thursday, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that the individual
mandate is not justified under the Commerce Clause but could be justified under the
Congress’ power to tax and spend.

“The Court today holds that our Constitution protects us from federal regulation under the
Commerce Clause so long as we abstain from the regulated activity. But from its creation,
the Constitution has made no such promise with respect to taxes,” he wrote in the 5-4
majority opinion.

 

LINK: http://cnsnews.com/news/article/pelosi-obamacare-i-knew-ted-kennedy-would-go-
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heaven-and-help-us-pass-bill
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Please Refuse ANYTHING that has to do with ObamaCare
Date: Friday, September 30, 2011 11:17:44 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: de-ette@att.net 
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2011 2:02 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Please Refuse ANYTHING that has to do with ObamaCare

De Ette Moon

Bartlesville, OK 74006-4844

September 29, 2011

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Please refuse to accept anything that has to do with ObamaCare.  The
sooner we return to the states taking care of their own issues and
encouraging all of us people taking care of our own issues the sooner we
will return to complete freedom.

Sincerely,

De Ette Moon

De Ette Moon sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz·XC
system.  Congress.org is a free public service of Capitol Advantage and
Knowlegis, LLC.  You may access Congress.org here: http://congress.org
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Aaron Cooper; Wendy Gregory
Subject: FW: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state health care reform
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 5:28:33 PM

Has anyone gotten a response yet?
 
Sorry Wendy, Andrew and I saw WEDNESDAY listed on the original email and passed right over the

March 1st, so we thought we had a couple more days on it.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:07 PM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Christensen; Glenn Coffee; Glenn Coffee (  Denise
Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state health
care reform
 
Governor,
 
Congressman Sullivan has asked us to submit a letter to the House Energy & Commerce committee
for tomorrow’s hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”
 
Please review the letter below ASAP.  Thank you.
 
FYI – This draft has been vetted by the press and policy shops.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not an effective solution for curbing rising health care costs and
is unworkable and unaffordable for many states.
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The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which, as you know, is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already
are facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, that process will be severely hindered if our ability to include
market-driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Aaron Cooper; Wendy Gregory
Subject: FW: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state health care reform
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 5:28:33 PM

Has anyone gotten a response yet?
 
Sorry Wendy, Andrew and I saw WEDNESDAY listed on the original email and passed right over the

March 1st, so we thought we had a couple more days on it.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2011 4:07 PM
To: maryfallin ; Mary Christensen; Glenn Coffee; Glenn Coffee ( ); Denise
Northrup
Cc: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler; Wendy Gregory
Subject: Please review ASAP - letter for Rep. Sullivan committee hearing re: obamacare/state health
care reform
 
Governor,
 
Congressman Sullivan has asked us to submit a letter to the House Energy & Commerce committee
for tomorrow’s hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”
 
Please review the letter below ASAP.  Thank you.
 
FYI – This draft has been vetted by the press and policy shops.
 
 
 
Dear Congressman Sullivan,
 
I was pleased to learn the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Energy and Commerce
plans to hold a hearing titled, “The Consequences of Obamacare:  Impact on Medicaid and State
Health Care Reform.”   
 
There is no question that our nation’s health care costs are spiraling out of control and the number
of uninsured is certainly a major contributing factor. However, the cumbersome Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) is not an effective solution for curbing rising health care costs and
is unworkable and unaffordable for many states.
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The maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements under the new health care law in addition to the
new mandates make it impossible to implement without massive increased costs to the state.  States
need flexibility to determine what will best serve our populations and allow us to balance our
budgets, which, as you know, is a constitutional requirement in the state of Oklahoma.  We already
are facing a $500 million budget shortfall for FY 2012.  The timelines in the health care reform
legislation are very aggressive and do not give states the freedom they need to implement
meaningful changes.  
 
Prior to the passage of PPACA, the state of Oklahoma was leading the way in lowering costs and
increasing health insurance coverage with a very successful public-private program called “Insure
Oklahoma,” which offers health insurance and premium assistance to small businesses and
individuals.  We also created the “Health Care for the Uninsured Board” (HUB) in order to assist and
educate consumers about their health insurance options. These are the types of innovative solutions
the states should be given the freedom to develop and offer on their own.
 
Exchanges will no doubt be a valuable tool in expanding coverage by making health insurance
information and coverage more accessible and in Oklahoma we are taking the steps necessary to
establish an exchange; however, that process will be severely hindered if our ability to include
market-driven, competitive solutions is taken away through federal mandates.
 
I was encouraged to hear the White House announce it will allow states to apply for “Innovation
Waivers,” however the waivers fail to address the increased spending under PPACA and are not
providing states any flexibility from Washington’s rigid Medicaid rules.
 
There is no “one size fits all” solution as each state’s health care needs are different based on
population and health risk factors.  Therefore, the states are best suited to determine what program
works for them.
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with the Committee on Energy and Commerce the
impact the federal health care bill will have on state health care reform efforts. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
 
 
 

Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Pool report #4 -- background from campaign
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 11:58:32 AM

 
From: Amy Gardner [mailto:gardnera@washpost.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 12:54 PM
To: Cunnane, Pat 
Subject: Pool report #4 -- background from campaign 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA GRASSROOTS EVENT

July 10, 2012

Dateline: Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Venue Information: Kirkwood Community College

 

Road Map to Cedar Rapids Grassroots Event

 

President Obama believes our economy grows from the middle out. That’s why yesterday, he called on Congress to
immediately extend the middle-class tax cuts scheduled to expire at the end of this year and prevent a tax increase on the 98
percent of families who earn less than $250,000 a year.  That action would prevent a typical middle-class family of four
from seeing their taxes go up $2,200. As President Obama made clear, if both parties agree that middle-class families
shouldn’t face a tax increase, there’s no reason to delay providing them with the certainty that they won’t see a tax hike. At
the same time, under the President’s plan the tax cuts that benefit only high-income taxpayers will expire. These steps are
part of his plan to cut the deficit by more than $4 trillion by ensuring that everyone pays their fair share and cutting waste, so
that we can invest in what we need to grow our economy and strengthen the middle class, like education and clean energy. 
President Obama has already cut taxes for a typical Iowa family by $3,600 over four years, helping families afford to send
their children to college, buy their first home, pay for health care and child care.  These tax cuts also helped the economy
recover from the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression.

 

In Iowa, the President’s middle-class tax cuts are already having an impact on millions of
families including the McLaughlin family, who the President will meet with today and have
received a total of about $4,900 in tax relief over the President’s first term from the Making
Work Pay Tax credit and the payroll tax cut.

 

·         The Making Work Pay Tax Credit allowed an estimated 1.1 million working Iowa
families to receive a collective $600 million in tax relief in 2010. 

·         The payroll tax credit provided an estimated 1.7 million Iowa families $1.1 billion
in tax relief last year. 
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·         And the American Opportunity Tax Credit provided an estimated 78,000 Iowa
students and their families an average of $2,000 tax credit towards their tuition
expenses in 2011. 

 

The President’s investments in community colleges and job training centers are also helping
Iowans learn the skills needed for jobs in high-growth industries. This afternoon, the
President will speak at Kirkwood Community College where more than 8,000 students were
part of the 203,000 Iowa students receiving Pell Grants to further their education. 

 

ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND

Since March 2010 when the recovery took hold, 28,900 jobs have been created in Iowa, with
1,200 of those jobs in Cedar Rapids.  Iowa had gained 18,500 jobs in manufacturing, 600 of
those jobs in the Waterloo-Cedar Rapids area.  During the recovery, Iowa’s unemployment
rate has dropped to 5.1 percent, with the unemployment rate in Waterloo-Cedar Rapids down
to 4.7 percent, a point and a half drop since the President took office.

 

Impact of the Auto Recovery on Iowa

·         Because the President stood by auto workers, over 11,000 Iowa jobs were saved. 

·         In Iowa, the auto industry helps to support over 72,000 jobs, a full 3.6% of the state’s
work force. 

·         And in Iowa, the auto industry contributes over $1.2 billion in taxes, 18% of the state’s
revenue. 

 

Iowa’s Renewable Energy Industry is on the Rise

·         Iowa ranks first in the nation in wind-related employment, and President Obama has
called on Congress to extend the production tax credit, which helps spur clean energy by
providing a tax credit for clean energy production. 

·         Kirkwood Community College received a grant from the Recovery Act to help build a
wind turbine, which will generate about $300,000 a year for the college.  Kirkwood also
received Recovery Act funding through the State Energy Sector Partnership program to help
their new Energy Production and Distribution instructional program.

o   The first students graduated from the Wind Turbine Technology Program in
May and are employed in the industry sector.

 

Iowans in Linn County are Benefiting from Obamacare

·         In Linn County, more than 3,000 Medicare recipients have saved on average of $551 in
prescription drug costs. 
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·         An estimated 1,683 young adults who otherwise would have lacked insurance now have
it through their parents’ plan in Linn County. 

·         Up to 33,500 children in and around Cedar Rapids can’t be denied coverage because of a
pre-existing condition.

·         And across Iowa, more than 28,000 families will receive rebates totaling over $1.4
million from their health insurance companies who failed to spend at least 80 percent of
premium dollars on health care.

 

FOR YOUR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY

  

11AM CDT: Performance by Diplomats of Solid Sound

 

PRE-PROGRAM START TIME: 11:55AM CDT

 

Pledge: Will Overstreet, Veteran, Member of the Iowa National Guard, and Member of the
Iowa Veterans and Military Families for Obama Steering Committee

 

Anthem: Mary Mathis, Kennedy High School Student and Daughter of State Senator Liz
Mathis

 

Invocation: Pastor Steve Perkins, Payne Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Waterloo

 

Remarks: Peggy Whitworth, Obama for America Volunteer and Community Leader

 

Remarks: Iowa State Representative Kirsten Running-Marquardt (D-33)

 

Remarks: Andrea Nemeck, Student at Grinnell College and Obama for America Volunteer

 

INTRODUCTION

 

Introducer:  Jason McLaughlin

Principal of Central City High School in Central City, Iowa

As a result of the tax cuts President Obama has signed into law, the McLaughlins will have
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received a total of about $4,900 in tax relief over the president’s first term. That includes
$800 in both 2009 and 2010 as a result of the Making Work Pay tax credit President Obama
signed into law as part of the Recovery Act, along with about $3,300 from the payroll tax cut
in 2011 and 2012. President Obama has also committed to extending the middle class tax
cuts that expire at the end of this year– if these tax cuts expired, the McLaughlins could face
a tax increase of about $2,000.

 

POTUS REMARKS START TIME: 12:50PM CDT

 

Crowd Count will be provided closer to event time

 

FOR YOUR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY

 

The President is scheduled to hold a media roundtable with the Muscatine Journal, Charles
City Press, Burlington Hawk Eye, Maquoketa Sentinel Press and Marshalltown Times
Republican.

The interview is embargoed until the roundtable is completed.

 

The President is scheduled to do an interview with the radio show “The Moring Report with
Mark and Steve” that airs on WMT-AM/WOC AM.

Content of the interview is embargoed until it airs tomorrow morning. 

 

 

-- 
Amy Gardner
Staff writer
The Washington Post
(202) 334-9592 (desk)
(703) 635-4988 (mobile)
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/articles/amy+gardner/
Follow me on Twitter: @amyegardner

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Pool Report #8
Date: Friday, March 16, 2012 7:48:13 PM

----- Original Message -----
From: Landler, Mark [mailto:landler@nytimes.com]
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2012 08:44 PM
To: Lewin, Jesse
Subject: Pool Report #8

Fundraiser #1 with Tyler Perry

POTUS' second Atlanta fundraiser was held at Tyler Perry's TV studios, a 
sprawling 60-acre complex of offices, soundstages, a backlot, and a pond.

As the motorcade arrived, the guests were being entertained by Cee Lo Green, 
who was playing his hit "F*€k You" (pool concedes he was too far away to 
hear if Cee Lo used the award-show version of the lyrics, "Forget You." 
Several people at the event tweeted that he went with the uncensored 
version).

Later, the crowd gathered in one of the soundstages, where Tyler Perry 
introduced POTUS.

"How unbelievable is this?" he asked the audience. Perry spoke about his 
rich imagination, but said he never thought there would be a day when the 
presidential motorcade arrived at his place.

POTUS strode on the stage, hugged Perry, and said, "It is good to be back in 
Atlanta, Georgia."

He began by thanking the assembled dignitaries, including his actor-
director-producer-mogul host. 

"When you look at a Tyler Perry and all that he has achieved," he said, "you 
can't help but be proud of our country."

POTUS then reprised his fundraising speech.

"In just three years, because of you did in 2008, we've begun to see what 
change looks like," he said.

He listed the Lily Ledbetter law, fuel efficiency standards for cars, 
reforming student loan programs, investing in education, rebuilding public 
housing, repealing "don't ask, don't tell," ending the Iraq war, dispatching 
Osama bin Laden, and reforming health-care.

"You want to call it Obamacare? That's OK, because I do care."

But he's said, "We've still got so much left to do."

"We don't just settle for what is," he said, "we strive for what might be."

Then Obama talked about how he believes the recovery is accelerating, and 
that the US can't afford to revert to the policies that set off the 
financial crisis.

"That's exactly what the other folks want to do," he said. "The folks who 
are running for president."

He set up a choice between competing visions for America.

"This is not just another political debate," he said, "This is the defining 
issue of our time."

He talked about rewarding the best teachers and replace those who aren't 
helping children learn. And he called again for eliminating subsidies to oil 
companies.

POTUS repeated his argument that wealthy people can afford to pay higher 
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taxes.

"Tyler can afford to do a little more," he said, gazing at his host (pool 
could not see Perry's expression, but the audience tittered.)

Obama said he would welcome a debate on values. 

"When I think of Michelle and me, and where we all come from," he said, 
before being interrupted by applause. He talked about Michelle's parents and 
his mother.

Obama then segued into how investment is an American value, personified by 
Republican presidents like Teddy Roosevelt and Eisenhower.

"Sometimes it may seem as if our politics is just a bad reality show," he 
said.

POTUS wrapped up with his "I'm-a-little-grayer-now" line, the faded "Hope" 
posters, etc. But he urged his audience to stick with the cause.

He told the crowd that in 2008, he had promised to tell them what he 
thought, and that he would fight for them every day. "I have kept that 
promise," he said.

"I promise you change will come," he concluded.

POTUS shook hands for five minutes, and the motorcade was rolling at 8:45 to 
Tyler Perry's house for a second Perry-hosted fundraiser.

Mark Landler
NY Times

###

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: Judy Earnheart 
To: Governor Info 
Subject: Fw: Pray this is right 
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2012 9:35:25 AM 

Frorn:llllllllll 
Sent: ~pril 11, 2012 10:28 PM 
To: Sue 
Subject: Pray this is right 

LET'S BOW OUR HEADS IN PRAYER THAT JUSTICE ROBERTS 

WILL HANG TOUGH AND STOP TH IS MESS FROM EVER 

REACHING FRUITION!MJK 

Obama May Be In Deep Trouble ... w ith 
Chief Justice John Roberts, U.S. Supreme Court. 

According to sources who watch the inner workings of the 

federal government, a smack-down of Barack Obama by the U.S. Supreme 

Court may be inevitable. 

Ever since Obama assumed the office of President, critics 

have hammered him on a number of Constitutional issues. Critics have 

complained that much, if not all of Obama's major initiatives run 

headlong into Constitutional roadblocks on the power of the federal 

government. Obama certain ly did not help himself in the eyes of the 

Court when he used the venue of the State of the Union address early 

in the year to publicly flog the Court over its ruling that the First 

Amendment grants the right to various organizations to run pol itical 

ads during the time of an election. The tongue-lashing clearly did not 

sit well with the Court, as demonstrated by Justice Sam Alito, who 

publicly shook his head and stated under his breath, 'That's not 

true,' when Obama told a flat-out lie concerning the Court's ruling. 

As it has turned out, this was a watershed moment in the re lationship 

between the executive and the judicial branches of the federal 

government. Obama publicly declared war on the court, even as he 
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blatantly continued to propose legislation that flies in the face of
every known Constitutional principle upon which this nation has stood
for over 200 years.

           Obama has even identified Chief Justice John Roberts as 
his number one enemy, that is, apart from Fox News and Rush Limbaugh,
Beck, Hannity, and so on. And it is no accident that the one
swing-vote on the court,  Justice Anthony Kennedy, stated recently
that he has no intention of retiring until 'Obama is gone.'
Apparently, the Court has had enough.  The Roberts Court has signaled,
in a very subtle manner, of course, that it intends to address the
issues about which Obama critics have been screaming to high heaven. A
ruling against Obama on any one of these important issues could
potentially cripple the Administration.  Such a thing would be long
overdue.

           First, there is ObamaCare, which violates the
Constitutional principle barring the federal government from forcing
citizens to purchase something. And no, this is not the same thing as
states requiring drivers to purchase car insurance, as some of the
intellectually-impaired claim. The Constitution limits the FEDERAL
government, not state governments, from such things, and further, not
everyone has to drive, and thus, a citizen could opt not to purchase
car insurance by simply deciding not to drive a vehicle. In the
ObamaCare world, however, no citizen can 'opt out.'

           Second, sources state that the Roberts court has quietly
accepted information concerning discrepancies in Obama's history that
raise serious questions about his eligibility for the office of
President.  The charge goes far beyond the birth certificate issue.
This information involves possible fraudulent use of a Social Security
number in Connecticut , while Obama was a high school student in
Hawaii
           .
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           And that is only the tip of the iceberg.

           Third, several cases involving possible criminal activity,
conflicts of interest, and pay-for-play cronyism could potentially
land many Administration officials, if not Obama himself, in hot water
with the Court. Frankly, in the years this writer has observed
politics, nothing comes close to comparing with the rampant corruption
of this  Administration, not even during the Nixon years. Nixon and
the Watergate conspirators look like choirboys compared to the jokers
that populate this Administration.

           In addition, the Court will eventually be forced to rule
on the dreadful decision of the Obama DOJ suing the state of Arizona .
That, too, could send the Obama doctrine of open borders to an early
grave, given that the Administration refuses to enforce federal law on
illegal aliens.

           And finally, the biggie that could potentially send the
entire house of cards tumbling in a free-fall is the latest revelation
concerning the Obama-Holder Department of Justice and its refusal to
pursue the New Black Panther Party. The group was caught on tape
committing felonies by attempting to intimidate Caucasian voters into
staying away from the polls. A whistle-blower who resigned from the
DOJ is now charging Holder with the deliberate refusal to pursue cases
against Blacks, particularly those who are involved in radical
hate-groups, such as the New Black Panthers, who have been caught on
tape calling for the murder of white people and their babies. This one
is a biggie that could send the entire Administration crumbling--that
is, if the Justices have the guts to draw a line in the sand at the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
           
           In passing this on it is no wonder Americans of every race
and political persuasion are disgusted with our Federal Government, it
is not hard to understand the mistrust and the disgust. Obama and his
administration should be impeached and the quicker the better. Obama
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only knows the blame game, now it is the Tea Party that caused him to
spend our country into debt so deep it may never recover. He is a
President that had a super majority in both houses until last
November.  And because of that he jammed pork barrel projects and
spending of every kind of an entitlement bill one can't imagine along
with Obama Care down our throats with spending that is unattainable.
He is borrowing 42 cents on every dollar we owe and spend, wake up
America we have become a third world communist country.
PLEASE PASS THIS ON TO EVERYONE ON YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS LIST!!!
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Rebecca Frazier
To:
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 5:37:00 PM
Attachments: Oklahoma Letter to Secretary Sebelius.pdf

 

 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: (ATTACHMENT) Gov. Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based Exchange or Medicaid Expansion
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue a State-Based
Exchange or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 

###
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary
Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov

(405) 522-8878
 

From: Aaron Cooper
To: Jesse Mahan
Subject: FW: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M "Early Innovator Grant" to Support an Oklahoma-

based Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 2:42:30 PM

 
 

From: Governor Fallin Press 
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2011 4:00 PM
Subject: PRESS RELEASE: State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M "Early Innovator Grant" to Support
an Oklahoma-based Health Insurance Exchange
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 25, 2011
 

State Leaders: Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early
Innovator Grant” to Support an Oklahoma-based

Health Insurance Exchange
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –Governor Mary Fallin joined other state leaders today in announcing that
the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54 million grant to help design and implement the
information technology infrastructure to operate an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Fallin
listed the creation of such an exchange as one of her top priorities in her State of the State
address earlier this month. She and others announced their support for the grant after working
with state agencies to ensure that no unworkable federal mandates were included.
 
Governor Mary Fallin: “After thoroughly reviewing the ‘early innovator’ grant, I am happy to
say that the federal assistance we are being offered is consistent with our mission to design and
implement an Oklahoma-based health insurance exchange.  That exchange will empower
consumers and help individuals and small businesses to shop for and enroll in affordable,
quality health insurance plans. This is a step in the right direction for Oklahoma and its
citizens.”
 
House Speaker Kris Steele:  “This opportunity will remove the obstacles many people face in
obtaining health insurance and allow many more Oklahomans to become insured. This would
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not only improve the overall health of our state, it will also empower and equip patients to
invest in their own healthcare needs and outcomes.”
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman: “Real solutions to our health care needs are
best found through market-based principals of choice and competition.  The health insurance
exchange empowers Oklahomans with those free-market tools.  This early innovator grant will
allow Oklahoma to put in place the necessary technological infrastructure that makes these plans
accessible to citizens of our state.” 
 
Insurance Commissioner John Doak: “The Insurance Department, with its industry, consumer
protection and regulatory expertise, will play an important role in the design and implementation
of a health insurance exchange. I and Deputy Commissioner of Health Insurance Mike Rhoads
will take a lead in making sure insurance agents and brokers have a voice in setting up the health
insurance exchange. I look forward to working with Gov. Fallin in facilitating meetings
throughout the state that will result in good regulation and input from licensed insurance agents
and brokers.”
 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Terry Cline: “Not only will Oklahoma be engaged
in a transformational process in developing our own health insurance exchange, we have an
opportunity to be a model for the country, and we are pleased to take on that challenge.”
 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority CEO Mike Fogarty:  “This grant is a federal
acknowledgment of the foresight and guidance of Oklahoma’s leaders.  This state being one of
only seven grantees confirms our role as a leader in this nation.  Our online enrollment and other
access initiatives predated federal health reform and have now afforded us the opportunity to
build a system fit for this state and its citizens.”
 

##
 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Print Pool Five
Date: Friday, September 21, 2012 10:57:08 AM

 
From: Richard McGregor [mailto:richard.mcgregor@ft.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 21, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Aberger, Marie 
Subject: Print Pool Five 
 
Question about how he would maintain SS while bringing down the deficit.

- repeats that the key to reducing deficit is to do it in a balanced way. talks about
unrealistic level of defence

"Instead of digging us out of the whole we are in", he says they want to add
another $7bn in tax cuts and defence spending "we don't need." 

Question on Social Security taxes:

Says he will examine ideas with Republican but "won't slash benefits or turn it over
the to Wall St."

Question on prescription drug costs:

"We have actually done something about it."

Gets big cheers for Obamacare. Says he closed the 'doughnut hole."

Says Medicare recipeints shld get some of the same discounts that MediCaid
recipients get.

Question: How would you guarantee the future of Medicare.

"Contrary to what you may here from future speakers, Obamacare actually
strengthened Medicare."

"We went after waste and fraud" - in reference to the $716bn in savings under
Obamacare.

My opponents will make it a voucher program "and transfer these costs onto
seniors."

""The entire infrastructure of traditional Medicare ends up collapsing."

Question: On jobs for over-50s.

Enforce non-discrimination laws effectively.

Overturn some bad SC rulings with legislation which have made proving
discrimination difficult.
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Interrupted with another questions about gridlock in DC. 

Talks about the 47pc that voted against him!

Says he has taken the best ideas, whereever they have come from, including the
mandate from Romney "although sometimes he denies it."

That's it. Onto the speech

-- 
Richard McGregor
Financial Times, Washington
202 434 0973 off.
202 365 0586 mob.

This email was sent by a company owned by Pearson plc, registered office at 80 Strand,
London WC2R 0RL.  Registered in England and Wales with company number 53723.

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: print pool report #7
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 2:08:22 PM

 
From: Susan Crabtree [mailto:scrabtree@washingtontimes.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2012 02:58 PM
To: Aberger, Marie 
Subject: print pool report #7 
 

Sen. Shaheen gave opening remarks. 

Scott Baetz, a small business owner, introduced Obama and spoke for a few minutes. 

He said Obama “knows our economy is strong when built from the middle out—not the top down.”

He gave the president credit for 18 tax cuts for small businesses.

He said in the last two months he increased his business to the largest size its ever been, and said he
benefited from the payroll tax cut.

“Because of Obamacare – healthcare is more affordable for small businesses and their employees,” he
said. “...Obamacare means Americans care for Americans.”

Obama entered at 2:34 pm to shouts of four more years...excerpts of his remarks to follow soon.

The campaign provided more information on Scott Baetz below:

Scott Baetz from Windham, New Hampshire

Scott owns a small business in Windham that provides website design and IT support for
large and small businesses across the country. He employs seven people, including two full
time, paid interns.

 

Scott provides his employees with health coverage, which he says is his biggest cost. He
sees rising health care costs as detrimental to the ability of small businesses like his to
grow. Scott has seen his rates come down over the past year, and says he is thankful for
the Affordable Care Act and regularly encouraged by the steps the President has taken to
reduce health care costs. A former Republican, Scott believes the Republican Party is on the
wrong side of health care and disagrees with an open market solution.

 

Scott sees the economy turning around and over the past two years, and credits the
President with the improving business climate.  He has hired two new full-time employees
over the past two years. Four years ago, he was letting people go, as his clients were s
cutting investments in their businesses and that was cutting his business.

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of the 
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 
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of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, disclosure or 
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Refusing State Exchanges Halts ObamaCare Whatever Supreme Court Decides
Date: Thursday, June 14, 2012 11 07:18 AM

 
 

From: Sarah Folsom [  
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2012 11:41 PM
To: Governor Info
Cc: lisajbilly@okhouse gov
Subject: Refusing State Exchanges Halts ObamaCare Whatever Supreme Court Decides
 
Governor Fallin and Representative Lisa J. Billy,
 
If the Supreme Court doesn’t throw out Obamacare completely, perhaps this is Oklahoma’s alternative.
 
Sarah Folsom
 

From: Life and Liberty PAC [mailto:patriot@lifeandlibertypacupdate.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2012 10:05 AM
Subject: Refusing State Exchanges Halts ObamaCare Whatever Supreme Court Decides
 
 

View this Email as a Web Page

REFUSING STATE EXCHANGES HALTS OBAMACARE
WHATEVER SUPREME COURT DECIDES

STATES CAN BLOCK INSURANCE EXCHANGES AND
DEFEAT OBAMACARE! BUT BEWARE – ROMNEY'S
ANOINTED CHIEF OF STAFF MIKE LEAVITT IS AN

EXCHANGES RENT-SEEKER

URGENT: With ObamaCare under deliberation in a split and politicized
Supreme Court; Kagan NOT recused or removed but VOTING with
Obama; and TWO years of endless redistributive scheming, coercion,
contention and economic disaster since the "healthcare reform" bill was
rammed through Congress – time to reverse course is short!

HERE'S SOMETHING WE THE PEOPLE CAN DO!

Thanks to the Democrats' sloppy legislation writing, States can block
ObamaCare just by refusing to implement the State-level Health
Insurance Exchanges!

And according to Congressional hearings and CBO scoring – America
cannot afford to do anything else! Cost estimates for ObamaCare have
DOUBLED heading to $2 TRILLION, and Obama's latest budget
estimates for subsidizing these State pay-offs, oops, exchanges, is
already up $111 billion from last year's budget – and they don't even
kick in until 2014! STOP THEM NOW!

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

It's true they can, and should, be refused! Sections 1311 and 1322 of the

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act authorizes Federal subsidies to State run

insurance exchanges. But due to a "massive legislative defect" created by sloppy

Democrat bill writers working in haste to force this odious legislation upon America,

there is NO provision for the Federal government to make essential subsidy payments

to Federally established exchanges. In the absence of a State insurance exchange and

with NO CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION to fund Federal exchanges, any State

that REFUSES to form an exchange will effectually ensure that within its State
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boundaries, ObamaCare cannot be implemented!

Here's why: ObamaCare offers "premium assistance" – tax credits and Federal taxpayer

dollar subsidies – to households purchasing coverage through new State health

insurance exchanges. Democrats knew this assistance was essential to hide much of

the law's cost and reduce the vast premium hikes Americans will face after ObamaCare

goes into effect in 2014. If consumers had to directly absorb the full cost of nationalizing

one sixth of our economy, the already strong support for repeal would skyrocket!

So ObamaCare authorizes premium assistance in State-run exchanges (Section 1311)

but in a glaring failure, not Federal ones (Section 1321). In other words, a State refusal

to create an exchange will act as a clear mechanism to block much of ObamaCare's

spending and paralyze implementation of the law. By NOT laundering Federal tax
dollars (and MORE DEFICIT SPENDING) through State mechanisms, it also helps
expose to the otherwise propagandized American electorate just how
unaffordable ObamaCare really is!

The States can stop ObamaCare in its tracks just by refusing to
establish insurance exchanges!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

But guess who thinks HALTING ObamaCare by REFUSING these "camel-nose-
under-tent exchanges is "a dumb idea"? Former Bush HHS Secretary Michael
Leavitt – Mitt Romney's best friend, his transition chief for Executive Branch Personnel,

and the heir presumptive to be White House Chief of Staff in a Romney administration.

Leavitt just happens to have already made a fortune off of state exchanges as a national

lobbyist and head of a consulting firm that has won contracts to "help states set up

exchanges" funded with YOUR tax dollars!

No wonder Leavitt thinks these exchanges are great; working the few states that have

gotten on board, he is getting rich off of them while we are all getting poorer. There are

hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars in grants potentially up for grabs, all coming out

of YOUR pockets. The size of his firm, Leavitt Partners, doubled in the year after the bill

was signed. Leavitt and his consultancy represent the most prominent figures in the

Republican Party urging states to bow to Big Government Washington.

Leavitt's unscrupulous, unprincipled state exchanges advocacy is known as "rent-

seeking" and is incompatible with free market philosophy. Thankfully, most Republican

legislatures and governors ARE rejecting Leavitt's approach. Opponents of ObamaCare

exchange implementation are winning the battle; WE need to keep the pressure on and

ensure that any adverse decision coming out of the Supreme Court does not give

Leavitt and the rent-seekers an opportunity for new mischief.

Just to be clear: Rent-seeking behavior is distinguished in economic theory from profit-
seeking behavior, in which entities seek to extract value by engaging in mutually

beneficial transactions. Profit-seeking is the creation of wealth, while rent-seeking is the

use or manipulation of social institutions, such as the power of government, to

redistribute wealth among select persons or groups without creating new wealth. Sound

familiar?

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

The need to TAKE ACTION and STIFFEN RESOLVE in the STATES is URGENT –

ObamaCare could well be wrongly decided by the Supreme Court in favor of Obama –

and Obama has already attacked the Court's authority in case it decides against him!

This fight MUST BE DECIDED BY WE THE PEOPLE!

And just recently the factual refutations to three more gigantic ObamaCare lies were

exposed, showing the destructive power of this unconstitutional "law":

Lie #1: "Now, add it all up, and the plan I'm proposing will cost around
$900 billion over 10 years." – Barack Obama, September 2009 address to

joint session of Congress

The Congressional Budget Office's updated report, and the estimated cost of

ObamaCare over a decade is now scored at a crippling $1.76 trillion, or nearly twice
what Democrats told us in 2009. Worse, this estimate won't "true up" until next year's

10-year cost estimate, which will certainly exceed $2 trillion.

Lie #2: "If you like your health care plan, you can keep your health care
plan." – Barack Obama, August 2009 address and repeated countless times

thereafter

According to The Hill, "Four million Americans can expect to lose their employer-
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provided healthcare by 2016, according to the revised figures, far more than the 1

million people estimated last year." That is 4 million more people and rising than Obama

promised in his 2009 speech. By 2022, the CBO says that number could reach 20
million Americans.

The most recent CBO updates and the findings of recent Congressional hearings

confirm a sharp, uninterrupted trend-line of ObamaCare becoming increasingly
expensive and decreasingly effective with each new scoring adjustment – the

numbers just keep getting worse and worse.

ObamaCare means socialized, government-run, rationed healthcare that will bankrupt

America!

The States MUST resist!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

Lie #3: "Under our plan, no federal dollars will be used to fund
abortions, and federal conscience laws will remain in place." – Barack

Obama, September 2009 address to joint session of Congress

The Department of Health and Human Services finalized its rule that establishes state

healthcare exchanges. In direct violation of the promise of Obama's vaunted Executive

Order 13535, those State exchange plans will collect from every premium payer
every month a mandated $1 surcharge to fund abortions. Since it is Federal funds

subsidizing the State exchanges, Obama's HHS will use accounting gimmicks to

circumvent the Hyde Amendment, which proh bits direct taxpayer funding of abortion.

THIS IS ANOTHER INDISPUTABLE BLACK EYE FOR LEAVITT AND ROMNEY ON

THE "STATE EXCHANGES ARE GOOD" FRONT! The State exchanges bring evil and

corruption in their "lifeline" to ObamaCare – and MUST BE REFUSED!

As Senator Jim DeMint has stated regarded the grassroots campaign for repeal of
ObamaCare, "This is not a partisan issue. This is an American issue… We cannot
wait for the courts; the will of the people must be respected… Conservatives

should affirm these certitudes: First, legislating according to the consent of the governed

is what our republic is all about. Second, ObamaCare – contrary to Democrats'

expectations – has only grown more unpopular since it was passed, as its ugly details

have emerged and offended. Third, ObamaCare is not an indirect, gimmicky campaign

issue but a direct, concrete, firable offense the president and Democrats in Congress

committed against our will and in plain view."

Former Democrat Rep. Bart Stupak of Michigan made a deal with Obama over the

issue of coerced religious conscience in 2010, refusing to vote for ObamaCare until

Obama included a "ban" on funding abortion, but Obama lied then – and he and his

administration continue to lie about ObamaCare's mandatory Federal funding of

abortion with taxpayer money now.

So now, TAXPAYERS are going to be FORCED by the millions into ObamaCare

against their will, and FORCED to pay for abortion against their will.

Unless…

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

Remember what Nancy Pelosi said about having to "pass the bill so that you can find

out what is in it"? It turns out that was probably the truest thing said about this

monstrosity!

I'll be honest with you, after two long years of fighting against this monstrosity, I never
dreamed we would find a weapon this potentially lethal to defeat
ObamaCare. Frankly, I am a bit chagrined that it took this long to find such a major,

damaging loophole in implementation. But weeding through 2,000 plus pages of sloppy

language, manipulations and downright creepy coercions – all designed to force our

compliance while obfuscating the horrible truths about socialized medicine – is one heck

of an onerous task.

Fortunately, the work was apparently just as daunting to the Obama-cons and Pelosi-

bots who, in their quest to shove ObamaCare down our throats, forgot to check their

own work for errors and omissions. And oh my, what a major omission they made!

Again, if the States REFUSE to create Insurance Exchanges, the
Administration has NO WAY to fund the implementation of ObamaCare.

This is a major strategy YOU NEED TO GET YOUR STATE TO PURSUE! Now we
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know how to stop ObamaCare, no matter how corrupt, spineless and craven a

Republican-majority Congress or a Mitt Romney administration may prove to be. Our

task now is to fax our State officials, enlighten them to Pelosi's massive mistake and

demand that our States flatly REFUSE to establish health insurance exchanges. IT

REALLY IS THIS SIMPLE.

THE CONGRESSIONAL FUNDING AUTHORIZATION IS NOT IN THE LAW. IF THE
STATES WILL HOLD FIRM, OBAMACARE CAN BE KILLED! FAX YOUR STATE
NOW! MAKE SURE YOUR STATE REFUSES OR REVOKES ANY HEALTH

INSURANCE EXCHANGE!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

The problem is, many States think they are going to get a pot of Federal gold to fund

these "State exchanges" and help take enrollees off their Medicare rosters. Guess

what? Just the opposite! Cost estimates are skyrocketing, there's NO MONEY (just

deficit spending): they are (surprise, surprise) already running BILLIONS and BILLIONS
over budget in Obama Funny Money!

In a recent budget hearing, the Republican chairman of the U.S. House tax-writing

committee questioned why Obama administration spending estimates for State

insurance subsidies for the exchanges were up by $111 billion from a year ago.

Obama's fiscal 2013 budget request, released Feb. 13, projected that subsidies for low-

income and working-class people to buy individual policies through the State exchanges

would total $478 billion through 2021. But the administration pegged the cost at $367

billion over the same period in its fiscal 2012 budget proposal.

Kathleen Sebelius of HHS could not explain the huge increase, saying the estimate

appears in the Treasury Department's budget. According to Congressional experts, the

increase "cannot be explained by legislative changes or new economic assumptions,

and therefore must reflect substantial changes in underlying assumptions" about the

way the subsidies would work. Or is that NOT work?

STOP OBAMACARE IN ITS TRACKS – FAX THE STATES TODAY!

Ranking members on both sides of the aisle queried whether the Obama administration

believes insurance premiums would be more expensive than Treasury's earlier

predictions, or if more workers would lose coverage through their employers than

expected.

Medicaid systems, meanwhile, are in disarray. The exchange subsidies and Medicaid

are related because people who seek insurance through the exchanges will be

automatically enrolled in Medicaid if they earn poverty-level wages or are unemployed.

Welcome to the ObamaCare fast track to universal coverage / single payer / 100%

government run socialist healthcare!

Changes Congress has made to the healthcare law since it was enacted in 2010 were

supposed to militate against this pressure, and contain Medicaid enrollment and costs.

But Kentucky, New Hampshire, Kansas and Louisiana have moved aggressively toward

mandatory managed care during the past six months in order to address rapidly

expanding state Medicaid budget burdens. Other states, including Florida and Georgia,

are poised to move quickly down the same path. These dramatic policy shifts in the

name of "integration" and cost savings are already causing major controversy and

public outcry, provider and service disruptions, and reductions in quality of care. THERE
IS NO TIME TO WASTE! YOU NEED TO TELL THE STATES – JUST SAY NO;
REFUSE STATE EXCHANGES – STOP OBAMACARE COLD!

NO STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES = NO OBAMACARE
FAX THE STATES NOW!

Thank you. I know I can count on you to defend LIFE AND LIBERTY!

Sincerely to Save America,

 

Mary Lewis, Chair

www.LifeAndLibertyPAC.org

For more information about Life and Liberty PAC go to www.LifeAndLibertyPAC.org

To send a check, please mail to:

Life & Liberty Political Action Committee
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P.O. Box 131327

Houston, TX 77219-1327

Life & Liberty PAC is a federal political action committee dedicated to advancing the principles of ordered liberty and
responsible self-government. We pledge a firm and abiding commitment to support those who stand in defense of

our unalienable rights, endowed us by our Creator God and enshrined in our nation s Founding institutions of justice.
Thank you for keeping faith and joining with us, for God & Country — Life & Liberty!

Forward this Email to a Friend
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2011 1:26:00 PM

 
 

From: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices [mailto:tcampbell@nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:42 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
 
Dear Andrew:  

Thank you for registering to attend the “Health Insurance Exchange Implementation
Workshop:  Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations” on September 8-9, 2011
at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA.

Your registration has been confirmed. Please save this email for future reference. 

If you need to download the specific meeting details – including hotel, travel and
reimbursement information - click on the link below.  Then go to "My Registration",
enter your confirmation number and click on "Modify Registration".  Links to the
meeting information are located at the top of the registration page.

CONTACTS

Registration: Leslie Donaldson 202.624.5343 ldonaldson@nga.org

Program: Maria Schiff
Kathryn Bailey

202.624.5395
202.624.5349

mschiff@nga.org
kbailey@nga.org

Logistics: Shirley Christian
Jan Dunlavey

202.624.5324
202.624.5347

schristian@nga.org
jdunlavey@nga.org

We look forward to seeing you!

Event: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Attending: Andrew Silvestri
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011-Friday, September 09, 2011
Confirmation number: F4NWRL6MNP8

To view, modify or cancel your registration, click the link below. 

Click here to view the event summary
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Having trouble with the link? Simply copy and 
paste the entire address listed below into your 
web browser: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/f76TkZNr_U2aWs1UVUsGHg/0777/P1/5S?
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you no longer want to receive emails from National Governors Association Center for Best
Practices please click the link below. 
Opt-Out
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Tammie Wright
Subject: FW: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2011 1:26:04 PM

 
 

From: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices [mailto:tcampbell@nga.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2011 4:42 PM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Registration Confirmed - Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
 
Dear Andrew:  

Thank you for registering to attend the “Health Insurance Exchange Implementation
Workshop:  Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations” on September 8-9, 2011
at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington, VA.

Your registration has been confirmed. Please save this email for future reference. 

If you need to download the specific meeting details – including hotel, travel and
reimbursement information - click on the link below.  Then go to "My Registration",
enter your confirmation number and click on "Modify Registration".  Links to the
meeting information are located at the top of the registration page.

CONTACTS

Registration: Leslie Donaldson 202.624.5343 ldonaldson@nga.org

Program: Maria Schiff
Kathryn Bailey

202.624.5395
202.624.5349

mschiff@nga.org
kbailey@nga.org

Logistics: Shirley Christian
Jan Dunlavey

202.624.5324
202.624.5347

schristian@nga.org
jdunlavey@nga.org

We look forward to seeing you!

Event: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop
Attending: Andrew Silvestri
Date: Thursday, September 08, 2011-Friday, September 09, 2011
Confirmation number: F4NWRL6MNP8

To view, modify or cancel your registration, click the link below. 

Click here to view the event summary
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Having trouble with the link? Simply copy and 
paste the entire address listed below into your 
web browser: 
http://www.cvent.com/d/f76TkZNr_U2aWs1UVUsGHg/0777/P1/5S?
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

If you no longer want to receive emails from National Governors Association Center for Best
Practices please click the link below. 
Opt-Out
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 9:01:00 AM
Attachments: Health Exchange Sept 8-9.doc
Importance: High

 
 

From: Donaldson, Leslie [mailto:LDonaldson@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:21 AM
To: Katie Altshuler; Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov; michael.bousselot@iowa.gov; jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov;
edgertons1@michigan.gov; allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov; richard.fiore@myalabama.gov;
Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov; jfritz@naic.org; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; bgiesting@hawaiipca.net;
laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us; becki.goggins@myalabama.gov; darin.j.gordon@tn.gov; bruce@la.gov;
Kate.Gross@illinois.gov; brian.haile@tn.gov; julian.harris@state.ma.us; DWAYNE.HENRY@LGO-VI.GOV;
elizabeth.hoy@wyo.gov; ahyman@rwjf.org; carrie.johnson@state.sd.us; joni.jones@arkansas.gov;
thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us; lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov; Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov;
janie.miller@ky.gov; taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov; dan.pollock@state.mn.us; ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov;
priestc@michigan.gov; cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us; Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us;
tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov; jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us; Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us;
jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov; mshaffer@georgia.gov; Andrew Silvestri; cheryl.smith@leavittpartners.com;
Carol.Steckel@la.gov; william.streur@alaska.gov; neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us; Katrin.Teel@maine.gov;
nthurston@utah.gov; jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us; kea.warne@state.sd.us
Cc: Schiff, Maria; Bailey, Kathryn
Subject: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA)
Importance: High
 

Thank you for making the September 8-9, 2011 Health Insurance Exchange Meeting a success.  Attached
you will find the reimbursement form.  Please complete the form with original applicable receipts and
submit to me by October 10, 2011.  Submitting all required documents will avoid delay in the processing of
your expenses.  So please carefully read the form instructions.
 
In addition,  NGA’s policy requires reimbursement expenses to be submitted within 30 days after the
meeting/conference.  Request received after the meeting date will not be reimbursed.  Please bear in mind
that NGA generally processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks.  Should you have any
questions please feel free to contact me via phone or email. 
 
 
 
Kind regards,
 
Leslie Donaldson
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Reimbursement Form

Name of Meeting: Health Insurance Exchange Implementation Workshop

Meeting Location:         Arlington, VA

Meeting Dates:               September 8-9, 2011

Please remit the completed form and receipts to:

Leslie Donaldson

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices

444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 267


Washington, DC 20001


Participant’s Name:
_______________________________________________    Travel Dates: ____________ to ____________

Participant’s Phone Number: __________________________________   Email Address:___________________________________

Tape original receipts for any line item over $75.00 on an 8 1/2 x 11 white sheet of paper.


NGA Center processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks of receipt.  Requests received 30 days after the meeting date will not be reimbursed.


		Description and Reimbursement Limits

		Date

		Amount



		Lodging Number of Night(s)  2  x $  232.63 (room rate with taxes)

· Up to   2   night(s). Additional nights require prior approval

		

		



		Reasonable Ground Transportation (Home/Destination Cities)

· If driving to airport/train station, indicate number of miles______ x $0.555

		

		



		Round Trip Mileage in lieu of Air/Train Fare


Number of Miles __________ x $0.555

· Private car use cannot exceed the lowest available RT air/train fare.  Attach comparison.

· Substantiate requests > $75.00 with Mapquest route printout with miles.

		

		



		Checked Bag Fee


· Limited to one bag fee per flight

		

		



		Per Diem on One Travel Day up to $71.00

		

		



		TOTAL REIMBURSEMENT REQUEST

		

		





		

		FIRST CHECK

		SECOND CHECK (If needed)



		Check Amount

		$

		$



		Check Payable To

		

		



		Mail To Address



		

		





		I certify that the above expenses were incurred for my attendance at the stated meeting and are true and accurate.



		Participant’s 


Signature:

		Date:





FOR NGA CENTER USE ONLY:  (Do not enter information below this line)


		Project Number

		Account

		State

		Amount

		Program Staff Signature

		Date



		110-450-4691

		5820

		

		

		

		





		Vendor #:



		Apply Date:

		Accountant Review:



		Voucher #:



		A/P Audit:

		Other:







Administrative Coordinator
NGA Center for Best Practices
Health Division
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 267
Washington, DC  20001
Tel:  202) 624-5343
Fax:  202) 624-7825
Web:  www.nga.org
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including
any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended
recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please immediately
notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments : 
Importance: 

Andrew Silvestri 

Katie Altshuler 

FW: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting (Crystal City, VA) 

Wednesday, October 12, 2011 9:01:00 AM 
Health Exchange Sept 8-9.doc 
High 

From: Donaldson, Leslie[mailto:LDonaldson@NGA.ORG] 
Sent: Monday, September 12, 2011 10:21 AM 
To: Katie Altshuler; Carrie.Banahan@ky.gov; michael.bousselot@iowa.gov; jeannette.dejesus@ct.gov; 
edgertonsl @michigan.gov; allen.feezor@dhhs.nc.gov; richard.fiore@myalabama.gov· 
Steve.Ford@dmas.virginia.gov; jfri~; bfulenwider@georgia.gov; bgiestin~ 
laruen.gilchrist@state.mn.us; becki.goggins@myalabama.gov; darin .j.gordon@tn.g~; 
Kate.Gross@illinois.gov; brian.haiii·le@tn. ov; julian.harris@state.ma.us; DWAYNE.HENRY@LGO-VI.GOV; 
elizabeth.hoy@wyo.gov; ahyma carrie.johnson@state.sd.us; joni.jones@arkansas.gov; 
thomas.jordan@dhs.state.nj.us; auren. intner@nebraska.gov; Michael.Koetting@illinois.gov; 
janie.miller@ky.gov; taetia.dorsett@go.vi.gov; dan.pollock@state.mn.us; ben.popkin@ncdoi.gov; 
priestc@michigan.gov; cquattrocki@gov.state.md.us; Bettina.Riveros@state.de.us; 
tonda.taylor@hca.wa.gov; jrombardo@doi.state.nv.us; Bob.Schwaneberg@gov.stalll!!!e.n·.us· 
jonathan.seib@gov.wa.gov; mshaffer@georgia.gov; Andrew Silvestri; cheryLsmit ; 
Carol.Steckel@la.gov; william.streur@alaska.gov; neil.sullivan@dobi.state.nj.us; Katrin.Tee@maine.gov; 
nthurston@utah.gov; jvermee@dhs.state.ia.us; kea.warne@state.sd.us 
Cc: Schiff, Maria; Bailey, Kathryn 
Subject: Reimbursement Form for the Sept. 8-9, 2011 HIX Meeting {Crystal City, VA) 
Importance: High 

Thank you for making the September 8 -9, 2011 Health Insurance Exchange Meeting a success. Attached 
you will find the reimbursement form. Please complete the fonn with original applicable receipts and 
submit to me by October 10. 2 011 . Submitting all required documents will avoid delay in the processing of 
your expenses. So please carefully read the fonn instructions. 

In addition, NGA's policy requires reimbursement expenses to be submitted within 30 days after the 
meeting/conference. Request received after the meeting date will not be reimbursed. Please bear in mind 
that NGA generally processes documented reimbursement requests within five weeks. Should you 11ave any 
questions please feel free to contact me via phone or email. 

Kind regards, 

Leslie Donaldson 
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Administrative Coordinator
NGA Center for Best Practices
Health Division
444 North Capitol St., Ste. 267
Washington, DC  20001
Tel:  202) 624-5343
Fax:  202) 624-7825
Web:  www.nga.org
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including
any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or
confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended
recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please immediately
notify the sender and delete this message.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Request from a nobody
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:33:20 AM

 
 

From: Becky Hubbard [mailto:BHubbard@willifordenergy.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:07 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Request from a nobody
 
Dear Governor Fallin,

 

Please join the other Republican governors in renouncing Health

Exchanges and Obamacare.

 

I am an American citizen that has never had health insurance

because I only work part-time and have been trying to get my own

business up off the ground for some time. I won’t pretend to

understand how it all works and goes, and I don’t know if it’s true,

but I have heard that it will fine those of us without insurance

annually. If I can’t afford insurance out of my own pocket, what do

they think a fine will do? That can only make it harder on the less

fortunate, and if that is your goal, then by all means….
 
Thank you kindly,

Beckey Hubbard
Williford Energy Company

bhubbard@willifordenergy.com
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Resist Obamacare: No State Insurance Exchanges
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 1:58:43 PM

 
 
From: Dick Morris Reports
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:24 PM
To: Subscriber
Subject: Resist Obamacare: No State Insurance Exchanges
 

Resist Obamacare: No State
Insurance Exchanges
By DICK MORRIS
Published on DickMorris.com on November 20, 2012

Printer-Friendly Version

Click Here To Sign The Petition To Refuse To Establish

Health Insurance Exchanges!

States have until December 12 of this year to decide if

they will set up the insurance exchanges mandated by

the Obamacare Law.  These exchanges will be the

marketplace where health insurance is to be sold under

the so-called Affordable Care Act.

 

But each state has the right to decide for itself if it

wants to establish an exchange.  If a state refuses, the

federal government will step in and do it for them and

run the exchanges itself.

 

It will make a huge difference whether a state sets up

its own exchanges.  The exchanges are likely to be an

administrative nightmare.  Most likely consumers won't

know how to use them, won't understand the pricing

and the options, and will have nowhere to turn for help. 

All of our fears of federal incompetence will probably be

realized when these new exchanges are established.

 

If the exchanges are federal, Obama will get the blame

which he will richly deserve.  The incompetence of

federal regulation will be manifest and the frustration

will cause many to turn against the Obamacare law.
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Already governors in Ohio, Wisconsin, Alaska, Maine,

Indiana, Nebraska, Texas, North Carolina and South

Carolina have announced that they will not set up

exchanges.  New Jersey, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Virginia

and a host of other states have not yet reached a

decision.  Experts say that about half of the states are

expected to refuse to establish the exchanges.

 

This is a crucial juncture in the implementation of

Obamacare.  If states assume the responsibility for

administering this nightmare, the blame will not land on

the president's doorstep.

 

And, if Obama's inability to meet any of the deadlines in

the law is any guide, he won't meet the requirement to

establish health insurance exchanges in time for 2014,

forcing yet another postponement of the implementation

of the law.  This will give us a crack at the 2014

legislative elections where we might send an anti-

Obamacare majority to the Senate and could possibly

block implementation.

Resistance must be our policy!

 

Please sign this petition asking your governor not to set

up a health insurance exchange as requested by the

President under the Obamacare law.  If he or she joins

many other governors in refusing to do so, the

administrative burden will fall on the federal

government.  Most likely they will fail to do it efficiently

and a further postponement of the law will be

necessary.  Don't do Obama's dirty work for him!  Tell

you governor to stand up for you!

Click Here To Sign The Petition To
Refuse To Establish Health Insurance

Exchanges!
Click Here to sign up to get all of Dick's videos
emailed to you!

Subscribe Button

Sign up at DickMorris.com to get

Dick's breaking thoughts on the

most critical events of the day.

Please forward this
email and help us
spread the word!

To Advertise with
DickMorris.com Click

Here

About Dick Morris 
Dick Morris is well known for his

insightful and hard-hitting

commentary on the FOXNews

channel. With his wife, Eileen

McGann, Dick has written 14

books, including 10 NY Times

best-sellers. Together they pen

almost daily columns for their

website www.DickMorris.com, the

New York Post, Newsmax, the Hill

Magazine and many other

publications. Domestically, Morris

has handled the winning

campaigns of more than 30

Senators and Governors, including

President Bill Clinton and

Republican Senate Majority Leader

Trent Lott. Internationally, he has

piloted the successful campaigns

of the president or prime minister

of Mexico, Colombia, Argentina,

Uruguay, Kenya, Hungary, Poland,

Taiwan, and Japan.

Morris and McGann's latest book

is Here Come the Black

Helicopters!:UN Global

Governance and the Loss of

Freedom.

Related Links:
DickMorris.com

Follow Dick on FACEBOOK
Follow Dick on TWITTER

See Dick's YouTube Videos
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View my most recent videos in case you missed
them!

Benghazi: Blow Up The Coverup! Dick Morris TV:
Lunch Alert!

Put Spending Cuts First! Dick Morris TV: Lunch
Alert!

How The Louisiana Purchase Happened! Dick
Morris TV: History Video!

Fighting Obama's Rationing Panels! Dick Morris
TV: Lunch Alert!

Fiscal Cliff? Mr. President, After You! Dick Morris
TV: Lunch Alert!

Subscribe to Dick's Newsletter

Other Useful Links
DickMorris.com
Follow Dick on FACEBOOK
Follow Dick on TWITTER
See Dick's YouTube Videos

COPYRIGHT 2012, DICK MORRIS AND EILEEN MCGANN.

REPRINTS WITH WRITTEN PERMISSION ONLY.

To unsubscribe from all Dick Morris Reports emails, please click here

Triangulation Strategies LLC
1801 S. Federal Hwy
Delray Beach, FL 33483
561-278-2501

You have received this DickMorrisReports e-mail because you subscribed to it at DickMorris.com, signed one of our petitions,
or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see the links below. 

 

You are currently subscribed to dickmorris-reports as: efarm

Add subscribers@dickmorris.com to your email address book to ensure delivery.

Forward to a Friend  |  Subscribe  |   Remove efarm@ from this list
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From: wanda galland
To: Jim Inhofe
Subject: Fw: Return of the Trojan Horse!
Date: Friday, March 23, 2012 9:13:16 PM

Senator:
I urge you to oppose S 2188
Thank you for your time.
Wanda Galland

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Dudley Brown <dudley.brown@nationalgunrights.org>

To: Wanda Galland  

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2012 3:23 PM

Subject: Return of the Trojan Horse!

Dear Wanda,

The election-year Trojan Horse gun control bill has reared
it’s ugly head again.

Over the summer, the National Association for Gun Rights
mobilized gun owners like you in opposition to H.R. 822, the
so-called “National Reciprocity Act.” It passed the House last
fall, and has been introduced in the U.S. Senate by Democrats
Mark Begich and Joe Manchin, as S. 2188.

While the idea that all states should recognize a concealed
weapons permit is sound public policy, the use of the anti-gun
federal bureaucracy to implement it is simply foolish.

Can I count on you to take action RIGHT NOW? 

I need you to call your U.S. Senators and make clear that you
want to keep the federal government’s hands off your permit
and that you are opposed to federal intrusion into the
concealed weapons permit process. Urge them to oppose S.2188.

Once the federal government is in the business of setting the
standards for concealed carry permits, it’s only a matter of
time before they start using that power to restrict our
rights.

Now, you may hear arguments that this bill doesn’t do that,
and maybe that’s true… for now.

But, once this bill starts moving, anyone can amend the bill
with anything… and no legislation can bind a future Congress
in any way.

That doesn’t count what Obamacrats in the Department of
Justice might dream up as the “regulations” to carry out the
legislative “intent.”

You know that Department of Justice well, headed by Attorney
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General Eric Holder.

Personally, I want to do everything possible to keep Eric
Holder away from lists of gun owners.

Gun owners have enough trouble with Republican-run Executive
branches implementing the law improperly. Does anyone really
think the Obama Administration is going to treat gun owners
fairly?

I know many of you are frustrated that you can carry in some
states but not others — I’m frustrated, too.

I carry concealed every day, everywhere I go, and have worked
to expand the ability of citizens to carry in dozens of
states.

I believe I should be able to carry concealed — without a
permit — in all 50 states. That’s what “bear arms” means.
Believe me, that’s a long-term policy goal for the National
Association for Gun Rights.

But mark my words, H.R. 822 (and it’s Democrat-sponsored
Senate version, S.2188), the National CCW Registration Act,
will become nothing more than a Trojan Horse for even more
federal gun control.

I understand that many who support this bill sincerely just
want their right to carry respected — but cannot due to the
fact that their state or another won’t do the right thing.

But the devil is truly in the details… and the details are
where this legislation gets sticky.

This bill isn’t just about the right to carry for self defense
— it’s a battle over the role of government and the ability to
restrict our Second Amendment rights.

Once gun owners let the Obamacrats start mandating whether
states recognize permit reciprocity, they will want to mandate
what it takes to get and keep those permits. 

We’re talking about:

More onerous standards to acquire a permit, so that only
FBI agents can pass muster (look at New York’s permit
system);

Higher fees;

More training requirements;

A demonstration of “Need” for a permit;

More frequent renewal periods;

Federally-mandated waiting periods;

A national database of all permit holders, accessible by
Attorney General Eric Holder;
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An extensive, federally-created list of Criminal
Safezones, where only criminals will carry and where law-
abiding gun owners are vulnerable;

The list of potential problems is endless.

I need you to call your U.S. Senators and make clear that you
want to keep the government’s hands off your permit and that
you are opposed to federal intrusion into the concealed
weapons permit process. Urge them to oppose S.2188.

I haven’t even mentioned that this legislation would shred the
Constitutional Carry provisions on the books in Arizona,
Alaska, Vermont and Wyoming.

It doesn’t stop with just concealed carry. They’ll co-opt the
bill to expand the national Brady Registration Check system to
block military veterans with PTSD or individuals with
misdemeanor convictions from even OWNING firearms — much less
use them for self defense.

Many statists in Washington will co-opt S. 2188 -- just like
they did to H.R. 822 in the House -- as part of their grab for
more federal power and less individual liberty.

Even now, the statists in Congress are trying to adopt a
National ID card, complete with biometric data that they’ve
forced the states to conform to their mandated drivers license
“standards.” 

You don’t have to be a conspiracy theorist to be worried about
this big brother mentality.

The National Association for Gun Rights has been part of a
group of liberty-minded organizations which have passed state
legislation forbidding cooperation with a National ID card.

While the institutional gun lobby will tell you this is a step
forward for CCW permit holders, make no mistake, the National
CCW Registration Act is a misguided attempt to protect our
rights. It’s like asking the fox to guard the hen house.

They will use this bill as the foundation to create a federal
database of CCW permit holders. And then they can link it
everywhere the Feds have database connections — state police,
doctors and insurance companies under Obamacare, and
Medicaid/Medicare.

I’m sorry, but I refuse to entrust my liberty and privacy to a
“trust us, they won’t do that” approach to dealing with Obama,
the gun-grabbers or frankly most politicians of either party
in Washington.

I need you to make some noise, right now!

Here’s what you can do to help:

1. I need you to call your U.S. Senators at 202-224-3121 and
make clear that you want to keep the government’s hands
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off your permit and that you are opposed to federal
intrusion into the concealed weapons permit process. Urge
them to oppose S.2188.

2. Once you’ve called your U.S. Senators, please consider
chipping in $15 or $20 to help the National Association
for Gun Rights continue to fight the anti-gunners in
Washington.It’s imperative that we stop S. 2188 — the
National CCW Registration Act — before it gathers steam
and support.

Liberal Republicans and so-called “conservative” Democrats are
looking for an easy “pro-gun” vote to give them cover before
the next election.

That’s why this bill is being offered by Harry Reid’s anti-gun
Democrat Senators.

A Trojan Horse gun control bill like S. 2188 is exactly the
kind of legislation that will get support on both sides of the
aisle in Washington D.C. And remember, the Democrat-controlled
Senate has to pass it before it gets to Obama… so this bill
will only get worse.

That’s why you and I have to make noise, now!

Please call your U.S. Senators at 202-224-3121 and relay the
message that gun owners oppose S. 2188, the Trojan Horse gun
control bill. Make clear that you want to keep the federal
government’s hands off the state-run CCW permit system.

Thank you for joining me in this important fight against the
National CCW Registration Act. 

For Freedom,

Dudley Brown
Executive Vice President

P.S. Please call your U.S. Senators at 202-224-3121 and relay
the message that gun owners oppose S. 2188, the Trojan Horse
gun control bill. Make clear that you want to keep the federal
government’s hands off the state-run CCW permit system.

Once you’ve called your U.S. Senators, please consider
chipping in $15 or $20 to help the National Association for
Gun Rights continue to fight the anti-gunners in Washington. 

The National Association for Gun Rights is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, single-purpose
citizens' organization dedicated to preserving and protecting the Constitutionally
protected right-to-keep-and-bear-arms through an aggressive program designed to

mobilize public opposition to anti-gun legislation. The National Association for Gun
Rights' mailing address is P.O 7002, Fredericksburg, VA 22404. They can be contacted

toll-free at 1-877-405-4570. Its web address is www.NationalGunRights.org/

Not produced or e-mailed at taxpayer expense.
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To help the National Association for Gun Rights grow, please
forward this to a friend.

To view this email as a web page, please click this link: view
online.

Help fight gun control. Donate to the National Association for
Gun Rights!

This message was intended for:  

You were added to the system August 13, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Romney tells Obama to "start packing"
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 8:58:25 AM

 
 
From: Cowboy Byte
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 5:01 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Romney tells Obama to 'start packing'
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From: Phyllis Hudecki
To: "pahudeck
Subject: Fw: RTT
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 7:22:19 PM

 
From: Phyllis Hudecki 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 07:03 PM
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; 'Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us'
<Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz 
Subject: Re: RTT 
 
The deputy education commissioner in TX is a long time friend of mine and said they made a
decision last year not to apply for RttT knowing they had no chance to win because of politics, so
didn't waste time and effort on a proposal.. Maybe in addition to ideological differences, this is also
a way for TX to "save face" if rejected.
OK is in a much stronger position in this competiton, but then I am a pragmatist, not an ideologist. I
just want us to continue to lead in the one area of education where we have been a leader because
we don't have a track record of success in other areas of public education.. We may improve the
results if we find ways to provide continuous support for children in poverty. Unfortunately,
Brandon doesn't seem to recognize or understand their environment.
I hope our state can move forward in demonstrating we care about those children and won't
abandon our commitment to improving their future.
OK, so I am not a politician for good reason.
Phyllis

 
From: Glenn Coffee 
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2011 02:57 PM
To: Denise Northrup; Mary Christensen; Lopez, Dave <Dave_Lopez@odoc.state.ok.us>; Katie Altshuler;
Alex Weintz; Phyllis Hudecki 
Subject: RE: RTT 
 
Brandon Dutcher just sent out a tweet saying Rick Perry is going to reject Obama’s “Race to the
Cradle” money.
 
This thing is headed down the same track as the Health Insurance Exchange grant in a hurry.
 
Just my two cents.
 
Glenn
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Wolf Trap celebrates summer with Johnny
Mathis July 20 followed by Gin Blossoms,
Everclear and more.
Wolf Trap: July 10-19 schedule includes Seal,
Buddy Guy, Jackson Browne and Gin
Blossoms

Would our Founding Fathers be unelectable
today?
Mitt Romney and Rand Paul are a bad match

SeaWorld: Fun rides, awesome water park,
and even some education

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: SCOTT: Florida will not implement Obamacare - Opinion Why can"t Oklahoma??????
Date: Saturday, July 07, 2012 8:26:47 AM

 
 
From: The Washington Times
Sent: Saturday, July 07, 2012 6:46 AM
To: JUDY
Subject: SCOTT: Florida will not implement Obamacare - Opinion
 
The Washington Times Online Edition

 
Saturday, July 7, 2012

Opinion

Resisting Obamacare Logo

SCOTT: Florida will not implement Obamacare
Obamacare, in its effort to force everyone into a health insurance plan, is

attempting to treat a symptom - the uninsured - rather than the cause of the

problem.

KEENE: Fast and furious cover-up at Holder's Justice
Obama administration officials must remind each other daily that they will

never have to accept responsibility for anything that goes wrong on their

watch as long as they can find some way to blame their troubles on George

W. Bush.

CROUSE: New hope for life worldwide

1. NUGENT: Turncoat Roberts

2. EDITORIAL: The U.N. is coming for your

guns

3. SCOTT: Florida will not implement

Obamacare

4. California OKs funding for high-speed

rail line

5. Despite Supreme Court setback,

prosecutors again target D.C. nightclub
owner

6. EDITORIAL: Obama gambles, America

loses

7. KEENE: Fast and furious cover-up at

Holder's Justice

8. Obama touts transportation, student

loans; GOP hits economy, health care

9. MILLER: D.C. recoils from gun
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Weekend boxing preview: Donaire heir to
Pacquiao; Heavyweights battle in Bern
Preview, schedule: Boxing action hotter than
July this month

During discouraging times, pro-lifers remind themselves that William

Wilberforce worked for two decades before he began to change hearts and

minds and end 19th-century slavery in Great Britain. In efforts lasting twice

as long, pro-life activists are just now beginning to see signs of success.

MILLER: D.C. recoils from gun prosecutions
The nation's capital treats gun owners like criminals. Even after a Supreme

Court smackdown in 2008, Washington still has the country's most stringent

gun-control laws. The city's anti-firearm ordinances are so convoluted and

beyond the norm that average Americans can find themselves in big trouble

for doing something that is entirely legal in almost every state.

EDITORIAL: Obama gambles, America loses
The latest Obama 2012 campaign slogan is "Betting on America." However,

the latest round of dismal economic news shows that when it comes to the

economy, President Obama is a poor gambler, and the country is headed

for bust.

GHEI: Obama's enduring malaise
It's starting to feel a lot like the late 1970s when America's economic engine

stalled. It's a sign of how low expectations have fallen when the monthly

jobs numbers released Friday showed a gain of a paltry 84,000 - leaving the

unemployment rate at 8.2 percent - no one was surprised.

NIEVES: The Brian Terry exception
Anyone who has spent time in Washington knows government runs on

process. There is a procedure for everything, and this is especially true in

federal law enforcement, where lives

SHARPLESS: Domestic drilling won't lower price of gas
People say more domestic drilling would lower the price of gas. The United

States produces less than half of the oil we use domestically; the rest

comes from other countries.. If we produced more, the price would go down,

or so it's said.

ISAAC: No fracking way forward
American oil is enjoying a renaissance few would have predicted even a

decade ago. The U.S. Energy Information Administration estimates nearly

half the crude oil we consume will be produced at home within a mere eight

years.

KNIGHT: Why Mayberry still resonates
"Americans loved, and still love, the notion of the small town as a

manageable, non-threatening, friendly, finite community. ...The black-and-

white world that Andy Griffith shaped so masterfully is there for our perusal

from a distance, but it is not coming back either on television or anywhere

else." - Ted Anthony, Associated Press

BOEHNER: Congressional Republicans resolved to repeal
Obamacare
There's no doubt that the president's health care law is hurting our

economy. Even before the U.S. Supreme Court's recent ruling on

Obamacare, the president's law was driving up health costs and making it

harder for small businesses to hire.

MCCONNELL: Senate donkeys must join elephants to get rid
of law
Two-and-a-half years ago, President Obama teamed up with Democrats in

Congress to pass a health care bill they knew most Americans didn't want.

Americans weren't shy about expressing their bad opinion of the bill,  so

Democrats settled on a dishonest sales pitch aimed at changing their

minds.
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To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Secession Petitions from 20 States
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How about Oklahoma??????
 
From: Patriot Update
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 5:01 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: Secession Petitions from 20 States
 

Nov 12, 2012 VIEW IN BROWSER | FORWARD TO FRIEND

     

923846 Secession Petitions from 20 States
How would Old Glory look with 30 stars instead of 50? As far-fetched as it may sound, the
White House might soon be forced by its own rules to examine the question. On Nov.7, the
day … READ MORE

revenge Obama’s “Revenge” on
America?
  Even when you factor in the harsh tone of
contemporary campaign rhetoric, Barack
Obama’s comment that “voting is the best
revenge” was over the top for an American
president. Even after Pearl Harbor,
President ... READ MORE

TOP STORIES

West challenges results as Florida declares vote-tally over amid

recounts and irregularities

Petraeus Could Be Prosecuted by Military for Adultery

NBC Can’t Wait for Hillary in 2016: ‘Can You Think of a More

Qualified Human Being?’

Brussels Bans ‘Offensive’ Christmas Tree For Muslims

Brutal Civil War Brewing In The GOP. Will Karl Rove Be The First

Casualty?

Calls to boycott Applebee’s after CEO threatens hiring freeze and

MUST-SEE VIDEOS

SunshineSoldier

The Summer Soldier & The
Sunshine Patriot

TODAY'S CARTOON
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Craig Perry
Subject: FW: Senate GOP Agenda Press Conference
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 4:25:00 PM

 
Opening Statement by President Bingman:  We made tremendous progress last
session that has helped create a pro-growth and pro-jobs environment.  We are
seeking a smaller, simpler and smarter government while protecting our core
services.  In order to move the state forward we must create good jobs.
 
 
Sen. Brinkley on Jobs and Economy:
 
Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority of the Senate GOPs and
we have been presented with a unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by
taking a thoughtful and aggressive approach on reduction of the state’s
income tax.  We plan on broadening the tax base, while protecting the core
gov. services. 
 
Identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits. Will consider the
recommendations made by the task force. 
 
Reduce and repeal the burdensome state regulations which hurt job growth. 
Will also oppose the overreaching federal regulations.
 
The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue
to work on that.
 
Senator Ford on education:
 
1) We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified
by keeping the promises we made to the teachers. It is important to have
quality teachers in the classroom.
 
2) We will work on the quality of types of education while promoting greater
parental choice in education. With various types of educational alternatives
being utilized we must make sure that the different alternatives are the best
product we can offer.
 
3) We must increase the number of well educated individuals with college
degrees, advanced degrees, and industrial certifications. We must make sure
that students and families have the necessary education to fill the jobs that
will move the state forward.  
 
Senator Crain on Health and Human Services:
 
Senate GOP will continue to protect the quality of life for the unprotected.
We will continue to protect and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to
address the challenges involved in reducing the infant mortality rate.
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The Senate GOP will also find solutions to address the shortage of doctors
and health care professionals in undeserved areas throughout Oklahoma.
 
Senate GOPs opposes ObamaCare (PPACA) but we recognize that it is the law of
the land and we will continue to find Oklahoma alternatives.
 
We will continue to find ways to reintegrate our returning War Veterans into
the work force through job placement programs and the expansion of VA
programs.
 
Senator Barrington on Public Safety: 
 
The Senate GOP Caucus recognizes that Public Safety is a core service of the
government and we will seek to improve public safety through the following:
 

1)   Protect the families and children of Oklahoma from violence by being
more tough on crime;

2)  We will support alternative and effective approaches to incarceration
through programs such as: drug courts and veteran’s courts;

3)   We will also combat the manufacture and the distribution of illegal
drugs. 

 
Senator Jolley on Government:
 

1)   We believe in limited government through the continual efforts of
modernizing the government and by reducing the scope of the Oklahoma
Government.  We need to make sure that the government is not imposing
into the lives of the people too much.

2)   We will revisit Oklahoma water plans by thoughtfully debating programs
to make sure that the needs of all citizens in Oklahoma are met.

3)   Senate GOP Caucus believes that it is important to maintain all state
properties and assets as they all belong to the people of Oklahoma and
they deserve to have the best buildings. 

 
Senator Stanislawski on Transportation Infrastructure:
 
Senate GOP Caucus is not happy that Oklahoma constantly is near the bottom of
the list re: best highways and interstates in the nation.  We will continue
to be committed to ODOT’s 8 year plan.
 
Q&A:
 
The Senate Agenda seems very similar to Governor Fallin’s Agenda, would you
agree?
-President Bingman:  There are similarities as we are pro-growth, pro-jobs,
etc.
 
Regarding the Health Exchange Regular Mandates:
-Senator Stanislawski chaired a task force this summer and we will give it a
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sincere and hard look when considering legislation that we pass.
 
Senator Brinkley,  what did you mention when you mentioned broadening the tax
base?  Did you mean that there would be a tax increase?
-Senator Brinkley:  Our agenda would never include any items that would raise
taxes.  By broadening the tax base, I simply meant that by increasing the
quantity of jobs in Oklahoma would result in more money from taxes being
raised. 
 
What about online taxes?
-That all depends on what Congress does.
 
Would the removal of the newspaper tax exemption be considered a tax
increase?
 
Senator Bingman:  We plan on reviewing all tax credits.
 
Do you see a problem with cutting different education programs creating
larger classroom sizes?
-Senator Jolley:  There is a difference between cuts and efficiency…by cutting
certain programs, we save money, which will be pumped back into the class
rooms.
 
I missed the DHS question.
 
Senator Jolley:  More efficiency does not mean we will cut more programs. 
Unlike DC we are unable to print money…we have to live within our means.
 
Questions re: efficiencies in higher education.
 
Senator Jolley:  What Governor Fallin proposed yesterday we believe came from
discussions that we had last session.  Also, UCO and OSU have saved lots of
money through energy efficiency. We must be stewards of the taxpayers.
 
Senator Halligan:  My assessment is we have great jobs in Oklahoma, but we
don’t have an educated workforce.  Energy efficiency similar to what has
taken place at OSU and UCO will be moved around the state.
 
Is Governor Fallin’s billion dollar budget for the tax reduction realistic?
Senator Brinkley:  We are excited to work with Governor Fallin’s office, but
our plan is revenue neutral.  We have plenty of time to work out a solution
to do what is best for the tax payers.
 
President Bingman closed with: “We are faced with many challenges, but we
view that as opportunity.”
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Senator Suggests Impeaching Obama
Date: Sunday, July 29, 2012 4:40:42 PM

wHYHASN’T THIS BEEN DONE?????
 
From: Vision to America News
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 10:30 AM
To: efarm@
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: FW: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
Date: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 1:05:45 PM

Travis, are you available to participate on this call? Thanks, Katie
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Grace-Marie Turner [mailto:galen=galen.org@mail11.us1.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Grace-Marie
Turner
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 11:28 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Sept. 7 call with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert
 

Register now for September 7 State Leaders Call Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

 

State Leaders Call

Please join us for a conference call for state leaders
with Utah Governor Gary Herbert

Friday, September 7, 11:30am EDT

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert is warning other governors of the high cost of Medicaid

expansion through ObamaCare. Please join us for a conversation with Gov. Herbert this

Friday where he will talk about the importance of repealing ObamaCare and putting

states back on track so statehouses, not the White House, are in charge. “It is time to

reset the health reform conversation, and repeal and replace PPACA with state-driven,

23603

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=157995
mailto:Travis.Brauer@gov.ok.gov
http://us1.campaign-archive1.com/?u=c80eb2149ef4fa70ce2c72ef1&id=db904f58f8&e=2ea965a162


people-centered and market-oriented innovations. States simply cannot afford the

Affordable Care Act, and neither can the American people,” he wrote in a recent
Washington Times article.

To register for this call, please contact Jena Persico at jena@galen.org. You will
receive the call numbers when you register, and your registration will ensure that
you receive any follow-up materials from the call.

www.galen.org | www.spn.org | www.ipi.org

Galen Institute

P.O. Box 320010

Alexandria, VA 22320

www.galen.org

twitter.com/GalenInstitute

facebook.com/GalenInstitute

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Simpson and Bowles: Obamacare, Defense Spending Must Be Cut
Date: Saturday, November 17, 2012 3:59:33 PM

 
 
From: Moneynews.com
Sent: Saturday, November 17, 2012 3:05 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: Simpson and Bowles: Obamacare, Defense Spending Must Be Cut
 

Breaking News from Moneynews.com

Greenspan: Recession Small Price to Pay to Fix Fiscal Policy

ALERT: America’s ‘Final Turning’ Already Started — Prepare Now

Obama to Congress: Avoiding Fiscal Cliff Is 'Urgent Business'

Simpson and Bowles: Obamacare, Defense Spending Must Be Cut

More Links:

Pentagon Adviser Warns: Secret ‘Currency War’ Will Wipe Out Your
Wealth

Tiny Loophole Found in 70,320 Page IRS Tax Code Could Pay $87,500

3,981 People Achieved Millionaire Status Yesterday — Tomorrow
Could Be Your Turn

Twitter

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this email because you subscribed to

it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see the links below.

TO ADVERTISE
For information on advertising, please contact Newsmax Advertising Sales via email.

TO SUBSCRIBE
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If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up, please click here.

Remove your email address from our list or modify your profile. We respect your right to

privacy. View our policy. 

This email was sent by: 

Moneynews.com and Newsmax.com
1501 Northpoint Parkway, Suite 104 

West Palm Beach, FL 33407 USA 
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From: wanda galland
To: Linda & Wayne
Subject: Fw: Socialism or survival: which will you choose?
Date: Thursday, August 16, 2012 11:31:44 PM

What will your answer be to this question?  I intend to fight to save America until----
Prayer is my weapon as God is in control and has defeated sin already. Faith can move
mountains (even Obama & his followers. )
Wanda
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: 1776 Nation <email@news.1776nationinfo.com>

To: go_wonderer_go  

Sent: Thursday, August 16, 2012 2:30 PM

Subject: Socialism or survival: which will you choose?

To view this as a web page, click here

Washington D.C. –The Tea Party no longer has the luxury of simply trying to win, it is now
“do or die” for America.

The struggle is between a socialist agenda and the survival of the Free-Enterprise Republic.
Decide now to join us in our fight…or be doomed to live in a country that is shackled by
socialism.

There is no middle ground.

To be perfectly clear, if the Tea Party falters now…if we lay back or slack off then America will
be gone forever.

Watch the shocking video as Dr. Corsi broadcasts from Washington, D.C.

American citizens have witnessed firsthand the destructive power of Obama’s socialist agenda
and seen, with their own eyes, the destruction that radical Sal Alinsky tactics have brought.

Dr. Corsi has travelled to Washington, D.C. to meet with powerful people on behalf of the Tea
Party and 1776 Nation. In a moment of time he puts pours his heart out to the Tea Party,
imploring them to put Romney-Ryan in the White House and FIRE OBAMA and his minions.

Dr. Corsi created this on-the-scene video just for you. I urge you to watch it and see what’s
really taking place.

Dr. Jerome Corsi, PhD. Tells The Tea Party: “MOBILIZE!”

Dr. Jerome Corsi is a Harvard PhD and author of over 37 books, including 5
New York Times bestsellers. Dr. Corsi authored “Unfit for Command”—the
#1 NY Times bestseller—that exposed John Kerry as a fake war hero in
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2004, denying John Kerry his bid for the White House. Dr. Corsi wrote the
outstanding “ObamaNation,” the book which defines Obama's background
and raises serious questions about the president's citizenship.

Furthermore, because of new revelations, Dr. Corsi is adding to his bestselling book “ObamaNation” new and
previously undisclosed information which no doubt, will send shockwaves of fear through the liberal regime
and shake America to the bone!

“Tea Party, it is time to mobilize in great numbers and
restore our beloved nation to its glory”

“Tea Party, it is time to mobilize in great numbers and restore our beloved nation to its glory”

Tea Party Patriots, listen up! The time is upon us, the moment is now, not tomorrow.

We must use every asset, every tool, every means possible to stop the evil agenda in
Washington and replace it with men of courage and vision, those dedicated to freedom, liberty
and justice for all. We must do it NOW.

This is the moment the Tea Party’s been waiting for. This moment in history will forever define
who we are as a nation for generations to come. It is imperative we act now.

The truth is: Obama is lying and America is dying!

The Tea Party is sickened by Obama’s disgusting lies and horrible claims about presidential
candidate Romney and his running mate, Paul Ryan.

As the campaign continues, it becomes painfully clear the office of the President of the United
States of America has been soiled by the anti-American rhetoric and continual mud-slinging
coming from the donkey party.

Appropriately, they are a bunch of asses.

But we still must fight back with every ounce of strength and power we have.

We are the Tea Party. We are one. We are strong. We will not be stifled and we will not let our
country slip away.

Obama’s rhetoric tells America a lot. It shows how shallow and disgruntled Obama really is.
Unfortunately…

The Lame Stream Media protects their love child

In recent days, the Obama Regime has attacked the:

Tea Party
Mitt Romney
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Paul Ryan
U.S. Constitution
Conservative form of government
America’s system of checks and balances (no more Congressional
approval needed for presidential appointees)
Freedom, guns and the American way.

But the truth of the matter is clear, open and concise.

While Obama strains to accuse Romney of horrible and despicable acts, the people of the Tea
Party know better!

You need to help us spread the message far and wide, like never before. The American people
need to know before they go to the polls, what the true face of evil has done and plans to do:

ObamaCare kills people with end of life benefit denial
ObamaCare reduces medication for patients deemed terminal
Obama has used multiple Social Security numbers and not
paid taxes on them
Obama’s liberal progressive agenda shuts down coal plants,
refuses to allow domestic oil drilling
Obama fights the Bush tax cuts and ObamaTax raises taxes
Obama has endorsed Eric Holder’s “Gun Walking - Fast and
Furious” which killed Border Patrol Agents, loving mothers
and fathers, innocent grandparents and children in Mexico
and the U.S. 
Orders the police to allow the hooligan Occupy mob to break
laws
Obama claims double-digit lead over Romney

Of all the insulting, vile and contemptuous things is to create is a lynch-mob of voters to hang
an innocent man! DISGUSTING! And this, my fellow Patriots, is what is leading America right
now.

You must stand up to Obama’s lies and anti-Constitutional leadership. Say to Obama and his
regime:

“NO, YOU CAN’T! WE WON’T LET YOU!”

The Tea Party will not drink the Kool-Aid or down
the mind-altering drugs—even though the threats are

rolling in from Washington!

The Tea Party stands for conservative values across the board and will NOT back down even
when so-called Conservative Republicans demand the Tea Party shut-up and sit down.

23609



Again this week our Tea Party Headquarters were contacted by high level big-wigs and told to
stand down on the Anti-Obama newsletters and communications.

They told our team we should not be using quite so colorful language—tone down our rhetoric!
We were told that we use bad language…are too graphic…and should follow their example of
calm and educated approach to civil discourse.

ARE YOU KIDDING ME? America is at stake. Her very heart about to be ripped out, dooming
her people—you, me, our families, our futures and our future generations—to oppression.
Stand down? ABSOLUTELY NOT!

My public response to the kings of the Kool-Aid drinking—the wimpy, weak whiners—was so
graphic I have to tell you about it. Our team, in unison, have asked them one question:

“If Obama were to win, what would you tell your children about the battle you
fought to save America?”

Here is what Kool-Aid drinking Republicans are preparing to say: 

“We were dignified in our defeat. We obeyed the rules and greeted our captures
with smiles and rejoicing. We were sorry we lost America, but we knew we lost it
fairly and squarely. We did not criticize their savage methods but embraced our
differences with dignity.” 

Now here’s what we Are preparing to say: 

“Get off your #$!% asses! The rat in the White House must be fired…in no
uncertain terms. Then we’re going to tear him to shreds and deport that sorry S.O.B
. When we’re done, we’re going to demolish the complete socialist regime he and
his Commie buddies built, tearing it a part one malignant brick at a time. We will
then bring to trial all the traitors to America and they shall enjoy the same
treatment Obama has planned for the Tea Party. Any questions?”

I haven’t heard back from the Republican Pharisees yet.

To you I say:

“America, do not lose faith, our Free-Enterprise Republic will survive and
America once again shall thrive. We will save our country together and
rid Washington of the cancer that is eating us alive. The cancer known
as Obama and the Obamites.

America has the most notorious 21st Century criminal in the White
House and it is going to take everything we got to vote him out of office,
then we can work on his deportation.” Steve Eichler – CEO Tea
Party/TeaParty.org
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We’re on fire!
Now help us keep the momentum going with our calls

to ONE MILLION HOUSEHOLDS ACROSS AMERICA!

We’re making incredible inroads but we need to keep the momentum of the ONE MILLION
HOUSEHOLD BLITZ campaign going stronger than ever now.

Election Day is just around the corner and there is absolutely no time to waste. Nor do we have
time for panty wastes so get going. Step up to the plate.

At only .23 cents per household how many households do you want to hear the truth about
“America’s Fraud President?” Donate $23 and you help us reach 100 households. $230 reaches
1,000!!!! Whatever you can give helps.

It takes an army to get this stuff out…coordinate the campaign efforts, create the messages,
distribute the messages and reach the people. People who deserve to know that Obama is evil
incarnate.

We will NOT put up and shut up nor will we let those who tend to be apathetic.

Look how far your dollars can go when you donate to our campaign to OUST OBAMA:

How many households will you help at .23 cents each?

100 Households - 23.00

250 Households - 57.50

500 Households - 115.00

1,000 Households - 230.00

2,000 Households - 460.00

4,000 Households - 920.00

10,000 Households - 2,300.00

Many Households - DONATE

Now, I understand you may feel powerless, disenfranchised and unable to make a dent in the
business as usual politics. I know how you feel, I felt the same way. Do you know what I found?
I discovered our Founding Fathers felt the same way when America was occupied by the British.
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Our Founding Fathers didn’t know how they could defeat the greatest power on earth. They had
small pockets of resistance fighters, limited resources and were outnumbered and overpowered
by the most successful empire of it time.

BUT…they persisted against all odds and today we enjoy that freedom they fought for—and
have a duty to protect it. The time is now to join the resistance and dare to believe your voice
shall be heard, your freedom shall be protected and your vote counted!

JOIN THE
RESISTANCE

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this 1776 Nation email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with 1776 Nation, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: 1776 Nation, 6789 Quail Hill Parkway, Suite 306, Irvine, CA 92603
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: State run health insurance exchange
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 11:56:03 AM

 
 

From: Todd Mirzaian (Gmail) [  
Sent: Monday, July 30, 2012 7:58 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: State run health insurance exchange
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
 
After the disappointing Supreme Court ruling on June 28th, I am writing today to urge you to
stand in opposition to the government overhaul of health care and to block the creation of a
state-run health insurance exchange.
 
The exchanges mandated by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act are expensive,
complex and intrusive. In order to meet proper guidelines, an exchange will have to comply
with over 600 pages of federal regulations, which would only result in higher premiums,
more paperwork, and wasted taxpayer money. Further, the exchanges will become vehicles
for a variety of new fines and penalties on employers. If an employee receives federal
“premium assistance” and chooses to get their insurance through a health exchange instead of
through their employer, that employer can be fined up to $3,000 for each employee in his
company. For small businesses and individuals in our state, these fines and penalties would
be disastrous. 
 
When a state declines to set up an exchange, the federal government then steps in to create
their own exchange. However, the federal government has no authority to collect fines or
penalties on employers as they would through a state-run exchange. The statute only
penalizes employers when their employees receive federal premium assistance, which is only
awarded to citizens of states with state-run, not federal-run, exchanges. 
 
Though the IRS “clarified” this statute, their regulation was a severe overreach of authority,
and will not stand up in court. By refusing to establish an exchange, you will be effectively
preventing ObamaCare implementation in our state.
 
I urge you not to waste our state’s already scarce resources to create an ObamaCare
exchange. The idea of a market where individuals can compare competing health plans is not
in itself a bad idea, but a government run market would only serve to drive up prices and
drive down freedom. If something works, we can be sure the free market can and will create
it more efficiently than the government.
 
In order to encourage growth in both our state and the country, you should reject a state
government-sponsored health exchange. Join the fight against this government takeover of
health care and issue an executive order against health insurance exchanges today.
 
Thank you,
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Todd Mirzaian

Bixby, OK 74008
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From: Governor I nfo 

To: Keili McEwen : Brett Thomas 
Subject: FW: State Taxes and Probaton/Sentencing 

Friday, June 15, 2012 10:18:46 AM Date: 

I am looking into the probation issue. 

From: brenda garrett 
Sent: Friday, June 15, 2012 8:25 AM 
To: Governor Info 
Subject: State Taxes and Probaton/Sentencing 

The Honorable Mary Fallin, 

I thought I was writing to you, but obviously it was your campaign 
headquarters. 

Thank you for the accomplishments you have made since you have been 
our Governor. I was pleased when I heard you reviewed the probations 
that Governor Henry hastily approved before leaving office. I appreciate 
you standing up for Oklahomans by not cowering to President Obama's 
"Obamacare". It never made since to me to force uninsured to purchase 
US Government healthcare. I know and have discussed socialism 
healthcare with Canadians and the English and the saying, "You get what 
you pay for" is worse than people understand. 

I have written emails to Pres. Obama and questioned what happened to, 
"Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country." I have never had a response. 

I have two questions: 

1. Why are we lowering our OK state taxes to 
attract businesses to OK when our taxes are 
already low & we are considered one of the best 
states to live in for COL.? However, we are one of 
the worst 48/49 it varies for education? It was not 
your problem initially & I know you don't control 
budget, but my understanding is you do want to 
decrease our taxes. Sure I would love to have 
lower taxes, but not at the cost of our kids. I don't 
have any children in school, nor do our kids or 
grandchildren live in this state. My opinion is we 

23615



(voters - not our family, but we as a state} counted 
our chickens before they hatched when the lottery 
was approved; our budget should not have changed 
to include a possible influx of funds from the 
lottery; for like other states the lottery has not met 
the goals it promised. Once again our schools are 
asked to cut what is vital & a promise is broken 
again about educators receiving their bonus after 
this year for their national accreditation (no we 
have no teachers or instructors in our family in this 
state either.} 

2. My brother, David Wayne Teal, No. CF-2009-
5105 was given probation (probably by Gov Henry 
@the end of his term} while waiting to be tried for 
manufacturing meth in our Mother's home. How 
can he receive probation when he broke it? I don't 
understand. I also don't understand why his 
sentence is concurrent instead of consecutive. I 
was told it was not necessary to attend the 
sentencing, but I would have protested (if it's 
allowed} such short sentence when this is his 21st 
drug related conviction. 

Thank you for all you do and God bless you in all your endeavors. 

Brenda Garrett CPS 
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From: Wendy Gregory
To:
Subject: FW: States Challenge "Secret" Campaign Money
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:45:00 AM

 

From: Stateline Daily [mailto:editor@stateline.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:14 AM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: States Challenge 'Secret' Campaign Money
 
Trouble viewing this e-mail? View it in your browser.
Stateline Daily Edition

    
 November 15, 2012 Forward | Subscribe  

States Challenge ‘Secret’ Campaign Money 
By Ben Wieder, Stateline Staff Writer
With the rise in undisclosed political spending by non-profit groups, officials in
several states are trying to figure where the money is coming from.
Full Story

Despite Governor’s Push, Puerto Rican Statehood Unlikely 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer
Puerto Rico Governor Luis Fortuno is pressing President Obama and
Congressional leaders to get the ball rolling on statehood for the island
commonwealth, after a historic referendum. But don’t expect action anytime
soon.
Full Story

US: Health law has states feeling tense over deadline
States are supposed to tell the Obama administration by Friday whether they

want to create their own health insurance exchange — a deadline that many had

bet might never come to pass, choosing to sit on their hands for months in the

hope that Mitt Romney would win the presidency and the health care law

would be repealed.

Full Story nytimes.com

 
PA: Pennsylvania AG's recommendations for Penn State include
removing governor, school president as trustees 
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In a special report released Wednesday, Pennsylvania Auditor General Jack

Wagner said the university’s clout, as it evolved under former President

Graham Spanier, was weighted too heavily toward the president’s office.

Full Story pennlive.com

 
US: BP: Near a deal with U.S. on oil spill
At stake are billions of dollars that would flow to five states affected by the

spill, which gushed 4.9 million barrels of crude into the Gulf of Mexico.

Full Story wsj.com

 
CA: After election, state lawmakers and interest groups travel in
tandem
At least two dozen California legislators and some of the lobbyists who seek to

influence them have fanned out across the globe this month to discuss energy,

health care, international trade and other policy issues. Destinations for the

talks? Hawaii, Brazil, China, Australia and New Zealand.

Full Story sacbee.com

 
MS: Bryant -- 1.5 percent cuts for most Mississippi agencies 
Republican Gov. Phil Bryant released his $5.8 billion spending plan Wednesday

at the Capitol. It’s 2.3 percent larger than the current year’s budget of nearly

$5.7 billion.

Full Story hattiesburgamerican.com

 
UT: Utah’s death penalty costs $1.6M more per inmate 
Rep. Steve Handy, R-Layton, had asked for the first study to examine what

capital punishment option costs the state and local governments. It found the

state spends $1.6 million more on death row inmates than those sentenced to

life without parole. 

Full Story sltrib.com

 
PA: Pa. lawmakers seek probes of Election Day irregularities 
Reports of voter intimidation, missing names, and other mishaps at the polls

on Nov. 6 have sparked a duel in the Capitol over which unresolved Election

Day issues should be investigated, and for what.

Full Story philly.com

 
FL: State representative wants early voting expanded 
State Rep. Darryl Rouson announced Wednesday he will submit a bill to
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expand early voting in response to long lines and delays in Florida's vote 

counting during last week's election. 

Full Story miamihemld.com 

ME: f'...()P chairman Charlie Webster to investigate 'black u eouJe' 

yotiug as 11otentiaJ fraud 

Outgoing Maine Republican Pa1ty Chairman Charlie Webster plans to 

investigate claims that "dozens of black people" who were unfamiliar to 

municipal officials voted Nov. 6 in rural Maine towns. 

Full Story l>mu;mrdailunerns com 

UI': Utah food tax could skvrocket 

Utah lawmakers are once again considering doubling the state sales tax on 

food, reversing a cut enacted five years ago. 

Full Story sltrib.com 
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: States to Stop ObamaCare
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 3:51:47 PM

 
 

From: Sarah Folsom  
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 3:00 PM
To: Governor Info
Cc: lisajbilly@okhouse.gov
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
 
Governor Fallin and Representative Lisa Billy,
 
Hopefully, you and our Oklahoma Congress will opt out of Obamacare for the sake of Oklahomans. 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!
 
Sarah
 

From: AmeriPAC [mailto:patriot@ameripacupdate.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:14 PM
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
 
 

View this Email as a Web Page

STATES RESIST & REFUSE OBAMACARE

Friends, as we wait to see if Congress will actually obey the Will of the People, there is

another way to keep the hounds of ObamaCare from our doorstep - compel our

Governors to enforce the 10th Amendment and refuse to implement the wallet busting,

freedom killing socialized medicine program known as ObamaCare.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

In the wake of the devastating SCOTUS ObamaCare ruling, several states are taking a

stand and refusing to implement Obama's socialized medicine scheme. Governors like

Florida's Rick Scott, Wisconsin's Scott Walker and Texas' Rick Perry have drawn a line

in the sand and told the Federal government "thou shall not pass"!

This week, Texas Governor Rick Perry issued a scathing letter to HHS Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius informing her and the entire administration that TEXAS WILL NOT

COMPLY:

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
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Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 2020I

Dear Secretary Sebelius :

In the ObamaCare plan, the federal government sought to force the states to expand

their Medicaid programs by * in the words of the Supreme Court - putting a gun to their

heads. Now that the "gun to the head" has been removed, please relay this message to

the President: I oppose both the expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act and the creation of a so-called "state" insurance

exchange, because both represent into the sovereignty of our state.

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

I stand proudly with the growing chorus of governors who reject the PPACA power

grab. Thank God and our nation's founders that we have the right to do so.

Neither a "state" exchange nor the expansion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named

PPACA would result in better "patient protection" or in more "affordable care." What they

would do is make Texas a mere appendage of the federal government when it comes to

health care.

The PPACA does not truly allow states to create and operate their own exchanges.

Instead, it gives the federal government the final say as to which insurance plans can

operate in a so-called "state" exchange, what benefits those plans must provide, and

what price controls and cost limits will apply. It leaves many questions to be answered

later through federal "future rulemaking."

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

In short, it essentially treats the states like subcontractors through which the federal

government can control the insurance markets and pursue federal priorities rather than

those of the individual states.

Through its proposed expansion of Medicaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a broken

system that is already financially unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of inflexible

mandates, one-size-fits- all requirements, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficiencies.

Expanding it as the PPACA provides would only exacerbate the failure of the current

system, and would threaten even Texas with financial ruin.

I look forward to implementing health care solutions that are right for the people of

Texas. I urge you to support me in that effort. In the meantime, the PPACA's unsound

encroachments will find no foothold here.

Sincerely,

Rick Perry
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Governor

We need to compel each and every state to resist and refuse Obama's medical

schemes. It may be the only way we escape the final destruction of our rights.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

Defend America,

Alan M. Gottlieb

Chairman, AmeriPAC

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:

American Political Action Committee (AmeriPAC)
PO Box 1682

Dept Code 6113-n-ag

Bellevue, WA 98009-1682

 

Paid for by AmeriPAC, a federally-authorized and qualified multi candidate political action committee. Not
authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. Contributions to AmeriPAC will be used in connection
with federal elections. Maximum contribution per individual per calendar year is $5,000. Contributions from
foreign nationals and corporations are prohibited. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax
purposes.

Copyright © 2012 AmeriPAC, All Rights Reserved.

Forward this Email to a Friend

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2012.0.2180 / Virus Database: 2425/5034 - Release Date: 05/30/12
Internal Virus Database is out of date.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: States to Stop ObamaCare
Date: Monday, July 16, 2012 9:29:24 AM

 
 

From: Rhelda Nye  
Sent: Saturday, July 14, 2012 8:33 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare
 
Governor Mary, PLEASE REFUSE OBAMACARE for OKLAHOMA.  It does not even line up with the BIBLE
or Constitution. Obama is a Muslim and is not even a US Citizen. He is enjoying a FREE Ride at "OUR"
expense. Killing the USA Freedom and so much more.
 
Thanks,
Rhelda Nye
 
 
 
 
States to Stop ObamaCare
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View this Email as a Web Page

STATES RESIST & REFUSE OBAMACARE

Friends, as we wait to see if Congress will actually obey the Will of the People, there is

another way to keep the hounds of ObamaCare from our doorstep - compel our

Governors to enforce the 10th Amendment and refuse to implement the wallet busting,

freedom killing socialized medicine program known as ObamaCare.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

In the wake of the devastating SCOTUS ObamaCare ruling, several states are taking a

stand and refusing to implement Obama's socialized medicine scheme. Governors like
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Florida's Rick Scott, Wisconsin's Scott Walker and Texas' Rick Perry have drawn a line

in the sand and told the Federal government "thou shall not pass"!

This week, Texas Governor Rick Perry issued a scathing letter to HHS Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius informing her and the entire administration that TEXAS WILL NOT

COMPLY:

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 2020I

Dear Secretary Sebelius :

In the ObamaCare plan, the federal government sought to force the states to expand

their Medicaid programs by * in the words of the Supreme Court - putting a gun to their

heads. Now that the "gun to the head" has been removed, please relay this message to

the President: I oppose both the expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act and the creation of a so-called "state" insurance

exchange, because both represent into the sovereignty of our state.

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

I stand proudly with the growing chorus of governors who reject the PPACA power

grab. Thank God and our nation's founders that we have the right to do so.

Neither a "state" exchange nor the expansion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named

PPACA would result in better "patient protection" or in more "affordable care." What they

would do is make Texas a mere appendage of the federal government when it comes to

health care.

The PPACA does not truly allow states to create and operate their own exchanges.

Instead, it gives the federal government the final say as to which insurance plans can

operate in a so-called "state" exchange, what benefits those plans must provide, and

what price controls and cost limits will apply. It leaves many questions to be answered

later through federal "future rulemaking."

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!

In short, it essentially treats the states like subcontractors through which the federal

government can control the insurance markets and pursue federal priorities rather than

those of the individual states.

Through its proposed expansion of Medicaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a broken

system that is already financially unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of inflexible

mandates, one-size-fits- all requirements, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficiencies.

Expanding it as the PPACA provides would only exacerbate the failure of the current

system, and would threaten even Texas with financial ruin.

I look forward to implementing health care solutions that are right for the people of

Texas. I urge you to support me in that effort. In the meantime, the PPACA's unsound

encroachments will find no foothold here.

Sincerely,

Rick Perry

Governor

We need to compel each and every state to resist and refuse Obama's medical

schemes. It may be the only way we escape the final destruction of our rights.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!
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Defend America,

Alan M. Gottlieb

Chairman, AmeriPAC

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:

American Political Action Committee (AmeriPAC)
PO Box 1682

Dept Code 6113-n-ag

Bellevue, WA 98009-1682

 

Paid for by AmeriPAC, a federally-authorized and qualified multi candidate political action committee. Not
authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. Contributions to AmeriPAC will be used in connection
with federal elections. Maximum contribution per individual per calendar year is $5,000. Contributions from
foreign nationals and corporations are prohibited. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax
purposes.

Copyright © 2012 AmeriPAC, All Rights Reserved.

Forward this Email to a Friend

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2012.0.2180 / Virus Database: 2425/5034 - Release Date: 05/30/12
Internal Virus Database is out of date.
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From: Wendy Gregory
To: tulsawendy
Subject: FW: Statewide Coalition Leader Comments on Passage of Health Insurance Marketplace Legislation
Date: Monday, February 27, 2012 4:31:50 PM
Attachments: exchange member list 2-27-12.pdf

 
 

From: State Chamber Media [media@okstatechamber.com]
Sent: Monday, February 27, 2012 3:44 PM
To: State Chamber Media
Subject: Statewide Coalition Leader Comments on Passage of Health Insurance Marketplace Legislation

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Feb. 27, 2012

Contact: Jennifer Monies
(405) 235-3669

jmonies@okstatechamber.com
 

Statewide Coalition Leader Comments on Passage of Health
Insurance Marketplace Legislation

OKLAHOMA CITY—Fred Morgan, President of The State Chamber and leader of the
Oklahomans for Free Market Health Solutions coalition, comments on the passage of Senate Bill
1629, which would create a state-based, "Utah Model" marketplace where Oklahomans would be
able to easily access and competitively shop for private insurance products. 

Supported by U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, this model will be designed to allow Oklahoma to have
more control over a web-based marketplace than would be the case if the federal government
imposed an exchange. Under current law, if Oklahoma does not create its own system, the
federal government will impose one beginning in January of 2014. 

“A vote for this bill is a vote to prevent a federally-imposed health insurance exchange from
being forced upon our state by Washington D.C. I would like to thank the members of the Senate
Health and Human Services Committee who saw through the misleading rhetoric and voted for a
pragmatic, Oklahoma-based solution to our state’s health care needs,” said Morgan.

“Oklahomans have long been a national leader in the health care delivery system arena,
especially when it comes to our public private partnership in InsureOklahoma, which has been
modeled across the country. We need a health care system created by Oklahomans designed
specifically to address the unique health needs of our state and this bill does that.”

A list of the more than 40 member organizations of Oklahomans for Free Market Health
Solutions accompanies this release.

###
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36:00 PM

Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Cody Inman
Cc: Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:16:00 PM

Cody,
 
   I think Audrey spoke with you about this.  Please see below.
 
Audrey – we should redact personal information. 
 
Thanks!
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Alex Weintz
Cc: Cody Inman; Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
Date: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 12:36:05 PM

Alex,
 
   Public Affairs is working on this and will have the information compiled this afternoon.  Thanks.
 

From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Rebecca Frazier
Subject: FW: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
 
 

From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Steve Mullins; Audrey Rockwell
Subject: status regarding OETA open records request?
 
Bob Sands from OETA is running his story on the Medicaid expansion/health insurance exchange
tomorrow. Can we get him the phone logs  /email logs he requested today?
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Stop Obama BEFORE Election Day 2012!
Date: Friday, January 13, 2012 9:10:27 AM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2012 5:34 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Stop Obama BEFORE Election Day 2012!
 

 

Obama's Eligibility to be President is FINALLY Being Challenged in STATE Courts
-- Tell Every Secretary of State to CHALLENGE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

ALERT: It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship

eligibility of Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN" -- and the Courts are allowing this argument to MOVE
FORWARD! 

WE CAN KEEP BARACK OBAMA OFF OF THE 2012 ELECTION BALLOT -- but we
need YOUR help to make that happen! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT TO EVERY

SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born
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citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under the current cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth place

is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written was

that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of the

country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of State REMOVE

Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from running for

reelection! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO THOSE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT TO EVERY

SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

In my own home State of Georgia, we just received word that a key court case here is

moving forward. David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under

Georgia law challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for

the office of President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to

dismiss. But on January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to
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challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of

President. This ruling ensures that the Georgia court will be the first court to address the

substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges

to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to address the

substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, we can WIN. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162 (1875), the U.S.

Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

THIS IS OUR CHANCE TO FINALLY WIN! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. There are several other States, like New Hampshire and

Alabama, where suits have also been filed; but to make sure that this strategy is

successful across America, we need to see TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES

pouring into the offices of every one of the Secretaries of State, since even if we win in

the courts, THEY are the ones who are ultimately responsible for determining who

qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE NEED TO HEAR FROM US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE
KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 
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SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT TO EVERY

SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Is it really possible to finally win a challenge to Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be

President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO REMOVE OBAMA

FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT eligible to serve under the U.S.

Constitution -- please, take action NOW! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential

ballot in Georgia is scheduled for January 26th! This would NOT have been possible

without the vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every single Secretary of State in

all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from their States'

presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office under Article II,

Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT TO EVERY

SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN ALL FIFTY STATES:
SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here. Thank you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7292

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7292
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com
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Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm@  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Stop Obama Care
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:32:33 AM

 
 

From: D Bro  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 1:08 PM
To: Governor Info; bingman@oksenate.gov; schulz@oksenate.gov; brinkley@oksenate.gov;
branan@oksenate.gov; tw.shannon@okhouse.gov; daledewitt@okhouse.gov; skye.mcniel@okhouse.gov
Subject: Stop Obama Care
 
Governor Fallin,
 
    This weekend at the south steps of the capitol we the people had a healthcare rally to stop the
implementation of what we all call,"Obamacare."  Sorry you had to miss it. We do not want any
exchanges set up what so ever!
 
 
1. We do not want a huge increase in Medicaid expansion as Governor Scott of Florida has stated. This
will be the same problem right here in Oklahoma. Many other goverrnors are refusing. Will you join
them?
 
2. You sent back the $50 million to start setting up the exchanges, don't cave in now!
 
3. Please terminate as soon as possible the OHIET Oklahoma Health Informtation Exchange Trust.
 
4. Both Senator Coburn and Representative Lankford have signed a letter dedicated to full repeal of
government takeover of healthcare and they ask you and all other governors to join us to oppose its
implementation. 
 
 
5. The Heritage Foundation has estimated the tax increase will cost all Oklahomans an average of
$2501-$3000 dollars. How about some free market competition to drive the cost down?
 
I could go on and on but you get my point. I and everyone I know don't want anymore
goverrnment FORCED upon us. This will be a fiasco at best.
 
I ask for a response and pray it is positive for all Oklahomans.
 
                                                                                                                    Sincerely,
 
                                                                                                                    David Brooke  
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Stop Obamacare in your State!
Date: Monday, January 16, 2012 2:53:48 PM

 
 
From: TenthAmendmentCenter.com
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2012 1:15 PM
To: Judy
Subject: Stop Obamacare in your State!
 

Your State CAN and MUST stop DC. Bills are being introduced to put a stop to
health mandates, the FDA, the BATF, and more...read on.

Email  not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Don't Miss This!
In late March, the Supreme Court will hear the Obamacare

case. But are the courts our ONLY hope to stop this

unconstitutional “law”? NO! – that’s what Thomas Jefferson

and James Madison taught us. And on March 31st, just days

after the hearings, we’ll be holding a special event to

highlight the fact that the states CAN and MUST stop DC! .

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

BELOW: STATE NULLIFICATION NEWS

NY/New Jersey

"no State or federal law or
regulation shall compel,
directly or indirectly, any
person to obtain health care
coverage, any employer to
provide health care
coverage to its employees,
or any health care provider

Utah Food
Freedom Act

The powers-that-be don't like

the idea of invididuals being

able to make food and health

decisions locally.  In Utah,

Senate Bill 34 seeks to right

some of those wrongs.  "This
bill prohibits federal regulation
of an agricultural product that

ALMOST THERE
our 2012 kickoff is almost at

100%.  Anything you can do to

help will be GREATLY

appreciated!  Would you please

help us out today?

CLICK HERE TO HELP OUT

SPONSOR - Tenther
Radio
Want to get your message out?

Support the work we're doing

with Tenther Radio?  Prices are

low and our show is expanding. 

Lock in today and take part of

this growing movement!

INFO HERE

TAC Memberships!
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to participate in any health
care coverage plan or
program"

New York Report Here

New Jersey Report Here

Stop the TSA

Model Legislation to Nullify

unconstitutional acts by the

TSA in your state.  We

expect 10-15 states to

introduce such legislation in

the 2012 legislative

session.  We recommend

that you strongly urge your

state legislators to introduce

this bill in your state.

CLICK HERE FOR MORE
INFO

remains in Utah after it is
made, grown, or produced in
Utah,"

Read Connor Boyack's

analysis of the establishment

attacks on these efforts.

READ THE ARTICLE HERE

Kansas Firearms
Freedom Act

“a personal firearm, a firearm
accessory or ammunition that
is manufactured commercially
or privately in Kansas and that
remains within the borders of
Kansas is not subject to
federal law or federal
regulation, including
registration, under the
authority of congress to
regulate interstate commerce.”

CLICK HERE FOR MORE

INFO

Are you a Tenther?  Show your

pride and show some support for

the TAC at the same time. 

Membership prices are way

down for an extended limited

time.  THANK YOU to all who

have joined us of late - welcome

to our community!

GET ALL THE INFO HERE

follow on Twitter | Like on Facebook | forward to a friend 

Copyright © 2012 Tenth Amendment Center, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website -

www.tenthamendmentcenter.com 

Our mailing address is: 
Tenth Amendment Center

123 S. Figueroa St

Suite 1614

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Add us to your address book

unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Stop Obama"s Lawbreaking!
Date: Sunday, April 22, 2012 9:25:57 AM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2012 5:32 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: Stop Obama's Lawbreaking!
 

Nine State Attorneys General TAKE A STAND Against Barack Hussein
Obama -- Saying He Is A LAWBREAKER! 

IT'S STARTING -- news sources are reporting, "On March 5, the chief law

enforcement officials from nine states issued A Report on Obama Administration
Violations of Law." 

"Nine constitutional conservative attorneys general say the report's purpose
is to 'outline actions taken by [the Obama] Administration that are
violations of law.' The report appears to be an unprecedented response to
unprecedented lawbreaking. 

The Daily Caller quotes one of the nine, Virginia's Ken Cuccinelli, at a press
conference unveiling the report: 'This is not about policy. ... [It is about] this
administration's disregard for the law,' he said. President Obama and his
deputies, he added, are 'the greatest set of lawbreakers that have run the
federal government in our lifetimes.'"

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- Nine Attorneys General are taking on Obama's
blatant violations of the law! But that also means that 80% of the rest of the State

AG's have NOT signed on to that document -- but if we can get them to sign on,

Barack Obama's lawbreaking days could be OVER! 

CLICK HERE to send Blast Faxes to EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, to DEMAND that they STAND UP against Barack Hussein Obama's
LAWBREAKING -- Just like 9 Attorneys General Already Have!
And sign the FREE petition demanding every AG take action HERE! 

The brave signers of this document are Attorneys General Ken Cuccinelli of Virginia;

Tom Horne of Arizona; Pam Bondi of Florida; Sam Olens of Georgia; Bill Schuette of

Michigan; Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma; Marty Jackley of South Dakota; Alan Wilson

of South Carolina; and Greg Abbott of Texas. 

Nine Brave American Leaders, standing firm in the face of tyranny and
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lawbreaking that has defined the Obama regime for four years now. 

The report lists 21 violations of law by the Obama Administration that these attorneys

general are currently fighting (see the complete list below). As the AGs put it,

"Whether it is through the EPA, NLRB, Office of Surface Mining, FCC or other entities,

the Obama Administration has aggressively used administrative agencies to implement

policy objectives that cannot gain congressional approval and are outside of the law." 

And these aren't just "shots in the dark" -- these are specific violations of law that have

been committed by Obama's cronies across America. 

For example, in Florida, the Environmental Protection Agency chose to impose its

own costly, unprecedented and unscientific "numeric nutrient" criteria. A judge found

the EPA's rules were not based on sound science and that the agency had failed to

prove that its rule would prevent any harm to the environment - in other words, the

EPA was found to have violated the law. 

In South Carolina, the National Labor Relations Board went on the attack against

Boeing, a private company and corporate citizen of South Carolina, telling the

employer where they could or could not locate facilities. After a high-profile fight,

the NLRB backed down in their complaint against Boeing... but only after the

company and the union worked through an agreement. 

In Arizona, voters passed a referendum requiring that individuals registering to vote

show evidence that they are citizens. Over 90 percent of the population can satisfy this

simply by writing down a driver's license number or naturalization number. The less

than 10 percent of those who do not have these numbers are able to register by

mailing a copy of a birth certificate, passport, Indian registration number or similar

documentation. The Obama regime argued against Arizona in the Ninth Circuit,
and a decision is yet to be made. 

In Oklahoma, the EPA illegally usurped the State's authority under the Clean Air Act to

determine the state's own plan for addressing sources of emissions, by arbitrarily

imposing a federal implementation plan. The federal plan goes beyond the authority

granted to the EPA in the Clean Air Act, and will result in a $2 billion cost to install

technology needed to complete the EPA plan, and a permanent increase of 15-20

percent in the cost of electricity. The Obama Administration is fighting Oklahoma's

appeal, which was filed in the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

These four state examples, plus the ongoing fight over Obamacare's individual

mandate, are only a representation of the more than 21 Obama Administration
violations that these Attorneys General are fighting against. 

IT'S A START -- but we need EVERY SINGLE STATE AG to join in, to STOP
Barack Obama's lawbreaking... BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE! 

CLICK HERE to send Blast Faxes to EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, to DEMAND that they STAND UP against Barack Hussein Obama's
LAWBREAKING -- Just like 9 Attorneys General Already Have!
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And sign the FREE petition demanding every AG take action HERE! 

Regardless of party, when Washington politicians fail to adhere to the Constitution and

the rule of law, state attorneys general become the last line of defense against an

overreaching federal government. And regardless of the outcome of the upcoming

election in November, WE MUST STOP OBAMA NOW before the damage is
IRREVERSIBLE! We've made it EASY to make your voice heard LOUD AND CLEAR

on this issue -- please take action NOW! 

Conservative Action Alerts

www.Conservative Action Alerts.com 

P.S. Here is the complete list of violations of the law which these Attorneys General

are responding to: 

FCC: Regulation of the Internet in the face of a court order from Circuit Court of

Appeals for Washington D.C. stating that the FCC does not have the power to

regulate the Internet

PPACA: Individual Mandate; To be heard by Supreme Court of the United States

in March

EPA 1: GHG lawsuit; EPA's own Inspector General reported last September that

EPA failed to comply with its own data standards; Heard in Circuit Court of

Appeals for Washington D.C. in February

OSM: Attempting to impose regulatory requirements on the 19 states with

authority for exclusive regulation of their coalmines for the first time in more than

30 years

NLRB: Boeing; Engaged in unprecedented behavior as described by former

Chairmen under both Presidents Bush (43) and Clinton; behavior is best

exemplified in South Carolina where the Board tried to muzzle over 80 percent of

state voters who supported a secret ballot amendment to the South Carolina

Constitution and attempted unsuccessfully to tell an employer in the state where

they can and cannot base manufacturing facilities

EPA: Florida Water; EPA's numeric nutrient criteria pre-empted Florida

standards; U.S. District Judge upheld the state's site-specific alternative

criteria for streams and rivers

EPA: Texas Air; TX filed lawsuit challenging Cross-State Air Pollution

Rules; application rule to TX was particularly dubious because state was

included in the regulation at the last minute and without an opportunity to

respond to the proposed regulation; regulation was based on a dubious claim

that air pollution from TX affected a single air-quality monitor in Granite City,

Illinois more than 500 miles and three states away from Texas

EPA: Oklahoma Air; EPA illegally usurped Oklahoma's authority in the Clean Air

Act to determine the state's own plan for addressing sources of emissions that

affect visibility, by imposing a federal implementation plan; Federal plan goes

beyond the authority granted to the EPA in the Clean Air Act and will result in $2

billion in cost to install technology needed to complete the EPA plan, and a

permanent increase of 15-20 percent in the cost of electricity; Obama

Administration is fighting Oklahoma's appeal, which was filed in the 10th Circuit

Court of Appeals
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HHS: Religious Liberty; HHS mandated religious entities such as Catholic,

Baptist and Jewish schools and churches be required to provided medical

services they find unconscionable to their employees; President attempted to

compromise with an "accommodation" in name only that required insurance

companies to provide the services for free to the religious organization

employees; Accommodation made matters worse as many religious-base

hospitals and schools are self-insurers; Seven Attorneys General filed suit to

protect religious liberty and oppose the HHS mandate

DOJ: South Carolina & Voting Rights Act: Rejecting voter ID statutes that are

similar to those already approved by the Supreme Court of the United States;

DOJ ignored section 8 of the Voting Rights Act which calls for protections

against voter fraud, and used section 5 to administratively block measures

to protect the integrity of elections passed by state legislatures in

preclearance states including South Carolina; South Carolina voter ID law merely

requires a voter to show photo identification in order to vote or to complete an

affidavit at the pain of perjury if the voter does not have a photo ID

DOJ: Arizona & Voting Rights Act: Rejecting voter ID statutes that are similar to

those already approved by the Supreme Court of the United States

DOJ: Arizona Immigration; In violation of 10th Amendment, federal government

to sue to prevent AZ from using reasonable measures to discourage illegal

immigration within Arizona's borders; Affects Arizona because state has a large

percentage, compared to other states, of illegal immigrants and need to be able

to act to reduce the number

DOJ: Alabama Immigration; The DOJ challenged Alabama's immigration reform

laws after parts were "green lighted" by a federal judge; DOJ appealed the ruling;

parts of the AL case have been struck down in various federal courts; specific

provisions of the law include collection of the immigration status of public school

students, businesses must use E-Verify, prohibition of illegal immigrants

receiving public benefits; the provision requiring immigrants to always carry alien

registration cards; allowance of lawsuits by state citizens who do not believe

public officials are enforcing the law

DOJ: South Carolina Immigration; DOJ challenged South Carolina's immigration

reform laws that are very similar to the AZ which is scheduled to appear before

the United States Supreme Court; SC case will be heard by the 4th Circuit soon

there after as the 4th Circuit granted SC motion to extend the filing time until

after the US Supreme Court issues an Opinion in AZ

Congressional: "Recess" appointments to NLRB (three) and CFPB (one)

EEOC: Hosanna Tabor (MI); Sought to reinstate a minister who was discharged

for her disagreement with the religious doctrine of the church

DOE: Yucca Mountain; In 2009, Administration arbitrarily broke federal law and

derailed the most studied energy project in American history when DOE

announced intent to withdraw 8,000 page Yucca Mountain licensing application

with prejudice; SC and Washington State filed suit, as a result, contesting the

unconstitutional action; American people have paid more than $31 billion

(including interest) through percentages of electric rate fees towards the project

and taxpayers have footed an addition $200 million in legal feeds and over $2

billion in judgments against the DOE for breaking contracts associated with

Yucca Mountain

DOI: Glendale Casino (AZ); Glendale is a violation because the Federal
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Government is forcing a family-oriented town, Glendale, to become another Las

Vegas against its will. Essentially, the Federal Government has granted

'reservation status' to a 54-acre plot in the same town, where the Tohono

O'odham Nation plans to build a resort and casino.

The various acts carried out by the Obama administration are clearly threats to our

constitutional system of government and the rule of law -- but we finally have some

lawyers using the law for the right purposes. THEY NEED OUR HELP to grow their

numbers! 

IT'S TIME TO STAND AND FIGHT AGAINST OBAMA AND HIS CRONIES, AND FOR

THE U.S. CONSTITUTION! 

CLICK HERE to send Blast Faxes to EVERY SINGLE STATE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, to DEMAND that they STAND UP against Barack Hussein Obama's
LAWBREAKING -- Just like 9 Attorneys General Already Have!
And sign the FREE petition demanding every AG take action HERE! 

Conservative Action Alerts (CAA) is a media outlet protected by the first amendment and that support for

our efforts is not tax-deductible. Diener Consultants, Inc., 17388 Nature Walk Trail, Suite No. 301,

Parker, CO 80134 

Forward This Message to Your Email Friends List

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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UN Flag

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Stop The UN-Obama Gun Control Scheme
Date: Saturday, July 21, 2012 10:10:51 AM

 
 
From: Western Journalism
Sent: Saturday, July 21, 2012 10:01 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Stop The UN-Obama Gun Control Scheme
 

On July 27th, Barack Hussein Obama Intends To Sign A United Nations
Treaty That Will "Legislate Gun Control In The United States" Through

The Backdoor Via The United Nations "And Effectively Repeal Our
Second Amendment." 

     No, your eyes are not playing tricks on you. Those are the
words of Dick Morris, the threat to your liberties is real and
imminent, and Morris is not alone. Chris Cox, the executive
director of the NRA's Institute for Legislative Action (NRA-ILA),
is sounding the alarm as well: 

     "Representatives from many of the world’s socialist,
tyrannical and dictatorial regimes [are gathering] at the United
Nations headquarters in New York for a month-long meeting, in
which they’ll put the finishing touches on an international Arms
Trade Treaty that could seriously restrict your freedom to own,
purchase and carry a firearm." 

      It's happening right now... at this very moment. The member states and thugocracies
of the United Nations have been meeting, behind closed doors with Hillary Clinton, since
July 2nd to hammer out the final details on their so-called Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and
Barack Obama, HAS VOWED to sign it on July 27th. 

       And if you're not worried, you should be. Cox goes on to say: "You might think that
something so obviously menacing to one of our enumerated fundamental rights would
receive a strong rebuke from our top government leaders. BUT YOU'D BE WRONG. This is
President Barack Obama’s vision for America, and we’re expected to just go along with
it."

      We need our elected officials on record NOW. And it's not enough to call on them to
oppose the ATT, AFTER Barack Obama signs it. We must DEMAND that they announce
their intentions to vote AGAINST ratification of this treasonous treaty NOW... BEFORE
Barack Obama signs it on July 27.

      Make no mistake, if you do not make your voice heard now, your constitutional and
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God-given right to keep and bear arms may forever be regulated and controlled by
thugocracies within the United Nations that have no intention of following the dictates of
the very treaty they will impose upon you. 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

And Where Are Our Republican Leaders? 

     At least we knew where President George W. Bush stood on the ATT.  As a matter of
policy, he not only opposed the ATT but also proclaimed that the United States would
have no involvement with the planning or implementation of the ATT. He wanted no part
of this treasonous treaty. 

      As Bloomberg news reported, under the Bush Administration, the United States "was
the only nation to oppose the 2006 resolution to create an international treaty on the
sale of small arms and light weapons, and subsequent measures to continue the talks." 

      But the times, they are a changing. Instead of following President Bush's example
and saying, from the get-go , that there is no way in the nether regions of hell that this
voluntary surrender of our constitutional rights will ever see the light of day; Senate
Republicans are taking more of a 'let's-wait-and-see-what-the-UN-comes-up-with'
approach. 

      And while they procrastinate, Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama are legitimizing and
actively negotiating something that is illegitimate... something that the United States
should never be negotiating in the first place. 

      Make no mistake, our elected officials like to talk tough. As a matter of fact, a
number of Senators penned a strongly worded letter on ATT to Barack Obama last year,
and they even went so far as to say that they would "oppose ratification of an Arms
Trade Treaty presented to the Senate that in any way restricts the rights of law-abiding
citizens to manufacture, assemble, possess, transfer or purchase firearms, ammunition
and related items." 

      But... 

      Don't be lulled into complacency by the tough-sounding rhetoric. Words are cheap
and we must demand action because anyone who knows how the UN operates, knows
that its S.O.P. is deception. The ATT WILL, without a doubt, contain written promises
and grandiose assurances... and the UN will assure  far too many Senate Republicans
that the ATT will in no way restrict your right to legally own a firearm. 

      Of course, those assurances will be lies.  Anyone who knows how the UN operates,
also knows that those promises and assurances won't be worth the paper on which they
are printed. Once the ATT is signed and ratified our own government, under the
supervision of the thugocracies of the United Nations, will start to "regulate" and, soon
thereafter, start to "confiscate." 

      Don't take our word for it. Former UN ambassador John Bolton, says that the UN “is
trying to act as though this is really just a treaty about international arms trade between
nation states, but there is no doubt that the real agenda here is domestic firearms
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control.” 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

And President Bush Was Right. 

     Make no mistake, if the United States Senate ratifies the ATT, the world will become
an even more dangerous place because the rogue nations in the United Nations have no
intention of following the the ATT. 

      Oh they'll try to force the Great Satan to follow the treaty to the letter... even as the
dictates and requirements for compliance continue to morph. 

      But rogue countries like Iran will stockpile weapons and openly distribute them to
every enemy of the United States around the world as the United Nations turns a blind
eye. That's simply how the UN operates. 

      George W. Bush knew it.... that's why he refused to allow the United States to have
anything to do with this bogus UN treaty. 

      Barack Obama knows it... that's why he's pushing this bogus UN treaty. 

      And our elected officials know it too... that's why there is NO EXCUSE WHATSOEVER
for allowing them to play a "let's-wait-and-see" charade? 

      If President Bush didn't play "let's-wait-and-see" ... if Barack Obama isn't playing
"let's-wait-and-see" ... then the American people most certainly shouldn't tolerate our
elected officials playing "let's-wait-and-see." 

      We don't need to see the ATT to know it's bad news and there's no better time than
the present for them to proclaim, for the rest of the world to hear, that the people who
elect them don't want any part of this suicidal UN treaty.

      It's time to make our Republican leaders understand that we don't negotiate over
that which is non-negotiable. 

      And when we do, we must make it clear that we're not going to tolerate them waiting
until AFTER Barack Obama signs this treaty to go on record. We're DEMANDING that
they announce that they WILL vote AGAINST ratification of the ATT NOW... BEFORE
Barack Obama signs it on July 27. 

      The dictators, and the despots, and the America-hating tyrants of the world need to
be sent a clear and unmistakable message. 

      The ATT may be part of "Barack Obama’s vision for America" but we're not going to
"just go along with it." because our constitutional rights are NON-NEGOTIABLE...
period... end of sentence! 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.
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If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

Would You Attempt To Stop An Escalation of Crime In Your
Neighborhood By Appointing A Gang Of Violent Street Thugs To

Confiscate Your Neighbors' Firearms? 

     Do you doubt that rogue nations, like Iran, have no intention of abiding by this treaty
and that the UN has every intention of turning a blind eye to the flagrant violations of
the rogue nations that will violate this treaty? 

      Do you doubt the the real purpose behind the ATT is to diminish, and hopefully
hamstring, the United States? If not, consider the following. 

      The members of the UN Conference of the Arms Trade Treaty just appointed Iran to
head the negotiations on this stealth gun-control treaty. 

      Yes, Iran... the rogue nation that has proclaimed that Israel should be blown off of
the face of the earth... the nation that was just admonished (with a wink and a nudge)
by the UN Security Council for illegally supplying weapons to Syria... weapons that
Bashar al-Assad is using, at this very moment, to commit heinous acts of genocide
against his own people. 

      Hillel Neuer, the executive director of UN Watch, a non-governmental monitoring
group recently told NewsMax.com: "This is like choosing Bernie Madoff to police fraud on
the stock market." 

      Actually Mr. Neuer, it's more akin to recruiting a gang of violent street thugs to
confiscate your neighbors' firearms as a crime prevention measure. 

      Conservatives can legitimately argue over whether those who founded the United
Nations did so with the best of intentions or the worst of intentions. 

      But it is indisputable that the UN is presently one of the greatest perpetrators of evil
in the world today. 

      Under the deceptive guise of "promoting world peace" and "securing human rights,"
the thugocracies that call themselves member nations of the UN commit horrendous
atrocities and use the "legitimacy" of the United Nations as a staging ground and
platform to spread tyranny throughout the world... and they do it using your hard-
earned tax dollars. 

      If you doubt that the ATT is anything other than a means to effectively repeal the
Second Amendment, which guarantees us the right to bear arms... the appointment of
Iran to head the Arms Trade Treaty negotiations should remove all doubt and now, it's
high time that our elected officials get the message. 

Usse the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and
every one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.
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Still Not Convinced? Here's More. 

     But just in case the hypocrisy of appointing one of the world's most notorious
exporters of illegal firearms and flagrant violators of human rights to head the
negotiations of a treaty that is supposed to eradicate the illegal weapons trade and
secure human rights around the world is not enough to convince any skeptic that the
United Nations has ulterior motives: 

      Consider the very first stipulation of the draft resolution of the ATT: "Recognizing
that arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation are essential for the maintenance
of international peace and security." 

      Consider the fact that the ATT specifically calls for the passage of a legally binding
instrument that will impose international standards for the ownership, trade, and
transfer of weapons. 

      Consider the following snippet from TownHall.com: "Also included in the [ATT] press
kit, however, was a report by the UN Coordinating Action on Small Arms titled, 'The
Impact of Poorly Regulated Arms Transfers on the Work of the UN,' which... states that
legally owned weapons should be regulated (along with everything from small arms and
light weapons to helicopters, aircraft, tanks and heavy artillery) because of the 'problem
of diversion' or, transfer of weapons to the illicit market." 

      And lastly, consider the following admission from the UN: "[N]o treaty controlling the
transfer of arms internationally can be effective without controls on transfers inside
member states." 

      Case closed. Now, let's send a clear and unmistakable message to our elected
officials. 

      Tell them that waiting until AFTER Barack Obama signs the ATT to condemn this
treasonous treaty will not be viewed as a "reasoned," "practical," "prudent," or
"diplomatic" approach to foreign policy. 

      Tell them that the American people will view such hesitation as a betrayal of their
solemn duty to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. 

      Tell them that issuing strongly worded letters signaling opposition to a treaty "IF" it
infringes on the constitutional rights of Americans, when it is already apparent that the
ATT will do just that, does not mitigate that betrayal. 

      Tell them that sending a message, no matter how it is couched, that expresses a
willingness to entertain or permit negotiations on matters that are non-negotiable is an
act of treachery in the eyes of the American people. 

      And finally, tell them that the constitutional right of citizens of the United States to
bear firearms is God-given and that no American wants or needs the permission of the
United Nations to maintain right to own a gun. 

      And let's make sure that they understand that message NOW... BEFORE Barack
Obama signs this treasonous treaty... so that the rest of the world does not mistake the
intent of the American people or question our resolve. 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.
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If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

 

Floyd Brown

 

Floyd Brown

P.S.  If Republicans want the American people to support them in
November, then they must give the American people something that
they have failed to give in the past... an honest attempt to repeal
ObamaCare. Let them know that they will not be given the opportunity
to repeal ObamaCare after the November election, if they do not
convince the American people that they are making an honest attempt
to repeal it TODAY! 

The  Western Center for Journalism is a 501©3 educational organization. Contributions are tax-

deductible as allowed by IRS regulations. Personal and corporate contributions are allowed. 

The Center for Western Journalism
42104 N Venture Drive Suite B-122, Anthem, AZ 85086  (202) 370-6366

Sent to efarm  — why did I get this? 
unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
Western Journalism · 42104 N Venture Drive, Suite B-122 · Anthem, AZ 85086
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From: 

To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Judy Earnheart 
Governor Info 

Fw: Taxes on your home???? 
Monday, October 22, 2012 2:34:40 PM 

from: Judy Earnheart 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 2:31 PM 
To: Thelma Russell 
Subject: Fw: Taxes on your home???? 

from: Jamie Ensley 
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 1:34 PM 
To: undisclosed-recipients: 
Subject: Taxes on your home???? 

------ Forwarded message-------

From: Aaron Strange 

Date: Sun, Oct 21, 2012 at 7:07 AM 

Subject: Fwd: Taxes on your home??? 

To: Eric 

------ Forwarded message -------

From: BARRY BADDERS 
Date: Sat, Oct 20, 2012 at 11:53 PM 

Subject: Taxes on your home??? 

To: 

If you own you home or plan to buy one in the future read this, as nanny pelosi said 
" pass it and read it later". 
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When does your home become part of your 

health care? After 2012 ! 

Your vote counts big time in 2012, make sure 

you and all your friends and family know about 

this! 

HOME SALES TAX 

I thought you might find this interesting, -

maybe even SICKENING! 

The National Association of Realtors is all over 

this and working to get it repealed, -- before it 

takes effect. But, I am very pleased we aren't the 

only ones who know about this ploy to steal 

billions from unsuspecting homeowners. How 

many realtors do you think will vote Democratic 

in 2012? 

Did you know that if you sell your house after 

2012 you will pay a 3.8% sales tax on it? That's 

$3,800 on a $100,000 home, etc. When did this 

happen? It's in the health care bill, -- and it goes 

into effect in 2013. Why 2013? Could it be so 

that it doesn't come to light until after the 

2012 elections? So, this is 'change you can 

believe in'? 
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Under the new health care bill all real estate 

transactions will be subject to a 3.8% sales tax. 

If you sell a $400,000 home, there will be a 

$15,200 tax. This bill is set to screw the retiring 

generation, -- who often downsize their homes. 

Does this make your November, 2012 vote more 

important? 

Oh, you weren't aware that this 

was in the ObamaCare bill? Guess 

what; you aren't alone! There are more than a 

few members of Congress that weren't aware of 

it either. 

You can check this out for yourself at: 

http://www.gop.gov/blog/10/04/08/obamacare

fl atli nes-obamaca re-taxes-home 

I hope you forward this to every single person in 

your address book. 

VOTERS NEED TO KNOW .. 
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II._ ____ II 
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Matt Kibbe Signature

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Tell Governor Fallin to Block ObamaCare in Oklahoma
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:54:47 PM

 
 
From: Matt Kibbe
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:18 PM
To: efarm
Subject: Tell Governor Fallin to Block ObamaCare in Oklahoma
 

FreedomWorks

Dear Judy,

Those who favor limited government have a tremendous opportunity to derail the largest

expansion of government in recent history – ObamaCare. If Oklahoma and other states refuse

to create a health care exchange, ObamaCare will completely unravel.

Governor Fallin will play a big role in deciding whether or not to establish an exchange in

Oklahoma. Please send a message to Governor Fallin and your state legislators urging
them to opt out of the exchange. Now is the time to make your voice heard and do

everything you can to oppose the health care takeover.

Exchanges are massive bureaucratic entities that will force Americans to buy health insurance.

They will serve as the vehicle transporting hundreds of billions of taxpayer dollars to private

insurance companies. Each state is being pressured to create its own exchange because the

federal government cannot otherwise direct the premium subsidies and enforce the various

mandates.

And the law is clear: states are under absolutely no obligation to submit to the federal
government and create an exchange.

If enough states opt out of the health care exchanges, Congress will have no choice but to

reexamine the law. Without its subsidies and its mandates, ObamaCare cannot function. If we
can block the exchange in Oklahoma, we can lead the country in blocking ObamaCare
altogether!

This is the last stand in the battle to defeat President Obama’s health care takeover, and we’ll

need every ounce of energy you can muster. Send a message to Governor Fallin and your
state legislators right now! Let it be known you want no part of ObamaCare in Oklahoma!

In Liberty,
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Matt Kibbe

President and CEO, FreedomWorks

 

            

Like what you're reading? Donate to FreedomWorks today to fight for lower taxes, less government

and more freedom.

Not interested? Click here to change your email preferences.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Tell Mitch McConnell: No Going Through The Motions On ObamaCare Repeal
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:33:12 AM

 
 
From: Western Journalism
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:06 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: Tell Mitch McConnell: No Going Through The Motions On ObamaCare Repeal
 

Moving To Repeal ObamaCare Is Not Just A Stunt To Elect Republicans
To Office. It's Serious Business To The American People And We're

Expecting A Fight! 

     And it's high time some our elected officials got that message.  We're not the only
ones saying it. Even Rush Limbaugh said that he's "fed-up" over the idiotic, inside-the-
beltway debates over "whether this is a tax or a penalty so that Republican consultants
can guide candidates to winning elections." 

      The repeal of ObamaCare passed in the House of Representatives. But, if the past
actions of Senate Minority Leaders Mitch McConnell are any indicator of future actions,
the fate of the movement to repeal ObamaCare is far from certain in the Senate. 

      Will McConnell follow John Boehner's lead, press relentlessly for a vote and actually
put some real effort into convincing just four Democrats to join him, slap repeal on
Barack Obama's desk and force him, with an election approaching, to veto the repeal of
legislation that a majority of the American people detest?

      Left to their own devices, some of our elected officials won't even try because they'd
rather CAMPAIGN on repealing ObamaCare than actually FIGHT to repeal ObamaCare. 

      And that's unacceptable. They fail to understand that, win or lose, you just don't talk
the talk, you must also walk the walk. 

      And they fail to understand that they will only win in November and EARN the
opportunity to actually repeal ObamaCare DOWN THE ROAD, IF they make an HONEST
ATTEMPT to repeal ObamaCare NOW. 

      And it's up to each and every one of us to set them straight on that very harsh reality
and deliver that message right here and right now. We're not asking for miracles. But
we are demanding something that some of our elected officials have failed to give us...
an honest effort.

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
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one of the members of the Republican Leadership of the United States Senate and the
United States House of Representatives.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

Elect Us In November And We'll Repeal It Later. Where Have We Heard
That Before? 

     In spite of the tough talk in recent days, it's becoming clear that some of our elected
officials are still just planning to follow their standard Republican Kabuki theater tactic
of "Pontificate And Capitulate." 

      They'll talk a good game and hold some symbolic votes. Then they'll forget the issue
and tuck it away into storage, but hope that the American people will remember and
repay them with gratitude and a votes in November. 

      Their mantra? Give us the majority in November, and we'll repeal ObamaCare later.
We say, hell no...we're not falling for that one again... not without some proof... not
without some acts of good faith... and the sooner they understand that, the better. 

      This time around, we're going to make it clear to them that they need to PROVE to the
American people that they're willing to get bloody NOW, or the American people WILL
NOT take them at their word when they say they'll try to repeal ObamaCare down the
road. 

      And we're going to make it clear to them that the personnel changes that MUST occur
in Washington in order to repeal ObamaCare WILL NOT OCCUR unless they convince the
American people that they are SERIOUS about repealing ObamaCare TODAY. 

      We're not accepting any wait-until-after-the-election malarkey... we've heard that
before. Trust must be restored and the ball is in their court. 

      To quote Rush yet again: "We could win the House, win the Senate, win the White
House, and then if there are still people around who don't think we can get rid of it, I
don't want to be around when that happens. 'Cause that's not what the people who are
gonna vote for Republicans in November are going to want to hear from Republicans in
January." 

      That's why we must make it clear that the American people have no more time for
dog-and-pony shows, pretend indignation and merely symbolic repeal votes. We must
demand that our elected officials "get their heads in the game" and make it clear that
the actual fight to repeal ObamaCare starts TODAY. 

      Again.... we're not asking them for miracles. But we are demanding something that
they've failed to give us... an honest effort. And mark our words, with an election
approaching, if enough of us make our demands and stick to our guns, they will do as
they are told. 

      But someone must deliver that message... and that someone is you. 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the members of the Republican Leadership of the United States Senate and the

United States House of Representatives.
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If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

Why Make An Actual Attempt To Repeal ObamaCare When You Can
Simply Pretend To Make An Attempt To Repeal ObamaCare? 

     If you've been following the news, you already know that ObamaCare only passed in
the Senate because Harry Reid and Senate Democrats deceptively invoked a "nuclear
option" called Reconciliation to stop a potential Republican filibuster and railroad
ObamaCare through on a simple up-or-down majority vote. 

      And you also know that since Reid invoked Reconciliation to railroad ObamaCare
through the Senate, Mitch McConnell can force a simple up-or-down vote to repeal it...
no chance for a Democrat filibuster. 

      But wait a minute... we're all being told that it's impossible right now... that
McConnell could never hope to muster the 51 votes needed for repeal. 

      And that's a bunch of baloney! Don't believe a word of it. 
 

  What you're NOT being told is that there are at least five Democrat Senators who are
up for re-election and are hanging onto their seats by a thread; namely, Sherrod

Brown (Ohio), Claire McCaskill (Missouri), Bill Nelson (Florida), Debbie Stabenow
(Michigan) and Jon Tester (Montana). 

  Moreover, there are five Democrat Senators who are retiring from seats that are on
life-support; namely, Jeff Bingaman (New Mexico), Kent Conrad (North Dakota), Herb

Kohl (Wisconsin), Ben Nelson (Nebraska) and Jim Webb (Virginia). 

  But we're not done yet. Two more Senators who caucus with the Democrats could be
enticed to vote for repeal on general principle; namely Senators Joseph Lieberman

(Connecticut) and Joe Manchin (West Virginia). 

   Republican Senators would only need to convince four of the twelve to cross the aisle
and some of them are in very vulnerable positions. Why aren't they playing hard-ball?

Why aren't we twisting some arms? Why aren't they making some deals? They do it all
the time when it suits their purposes.

      So, why is McConnell content to hold a symbolic repeal vote and simply let repeal fail? What's stopping him from
moving beyond mere symbolism and at least trying to muster the necessary votes to repeal ObamaCare? 

      Nothing. 

      Is there any harm in at least trying to muster enough votes to pass the repeal of ObamaCare out of the Senate? Slap it
on Barack Obama's desk, and tell him: Go ahead. Brandish your veto pen on the repeal of this tyrannical legislation that an
overwhelming majority of the American people and members of your own party want repealed, and spend the rest of your
election campaign explaining to the American people why you did it. Make our day. 

      Win or lose, it would be an astounding show of political will, courage and dedication that would restore the faith of the
American people and make it all the more likely that the repeal of ObamaCare WILL become law after some much needed
changes in personnel occur in Washington this fall. 

      But Mitch McConnell is telling the media, that he'll WAIT to invoke Reconciliation... "if Republicans win Congressional
majorities in November."  
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      And where have we heard that before? Elect us and we'll  repeal it after the election. You have our solemn vow. 

      Sorry Senator McConnell... NO DEAL; but if you're really itching to take Harry Reid's place as Senate Majority Leader,
here's the American people's counter offer: Twist some arms, make some deals and pass the repeal of ObamaCare through
the Senate. Get your head back in the game. Send Barack Obama a clear message. Show the American people that you've
got the right stuff. THEN (and only then) will the American people give you their support, and let you take another swing at
the bat in November. 

      But DO SOMETHING... The American people won't penalize you if you try and fail... but don't you dare fail to try. 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every one of
the members of the Republican Leadership of the United States Senate and the United States

House of Representatives.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

Fool Me Once, Shame On You. Fool Me Twice, Shame On Me. 

     Here's another bit of news that is not being widely circulated: It wouldn't be the first time that Mitch McConnell has
pledged to push the repeal of ObamaCare, only to do nothing. 

      Here's what Erick Erickson of RedState.com  wrote on the matter back in March: "All 47 members of the Senate
Republican Conference voted in February of 2011 to repeal the law... Republicans vowed at the time to seek additional
votes while pointing out they also wanted to replace the law. 'This fight isn’t over,' McConnell said last year in the wake of
the Senate vote." 

      And nothing happened. The Republican vow to "seek additional votes" went the way of the doo doo bird.

      But wait, Erickson wasn't done. Just a few days ago, harkening back to February of 2011, he wrote: "The outrage over
McConnell’s refusal... caused McConnell to promise several outside groups he would dedicate an entire month, the month
of March, to efforts to repeal ObamaCare and get Democrats on the record. He did not keep his word. Now it is time for
him to do so." 

      So, what's up with Mitch McConnell? 

      Erickson has an opinion: "One lawmaker who spoke on background said McConnell is concerned that repeated efforts to
force votes on amendments to repeal healthcare reform will lead to procedural stalemate with Democrats." 

      Erickson goes on to say that another Senator told him McConnell fears that "Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
Nev.) would shut down" other legislative measures "if Republicans insist on votes to repeal healthcare reform." 

      You read that right. Erickson is advancing the theory that McConnell doesn't want to upset Harry Reid. It's time to send
McConnell and some of our other Republican leaders a message... forget Harry Reid, they need to be more concerned
about not upsetting the American people.

      And know that when you send that message, you won't be alone. Some Republicans do have their head in the game. 

23659

http://westernjournalism.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58f5402a9ab54bddf0c908c8&id=622bb51d3d&e=6a2d090052
http://westernjournalism.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b58f5402a9ab54bddf0c908c8&id=d90ec5b52e&e=6a2d090052
http://westernjournalism.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b58f5402a9ab54bddf0c908c8&id=e69e9aced7&e=6a2d090052
http://westernjournalism.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58f5402a9ab54bddf0c908c8&id=23d6edfc21&e=6a2d090052
http://westernjournalism.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58f5402a9ab54bddf0c908c8&id=23d6edfc21&e=6a2d090052
http://westernjournalism.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b58f5402a9ab54bddf0c908c8&id=23d6edfc21&e=6a2d090052


      Senator Jim DeMint said: "We need to keep reminding people that this bill is going to continue to intrude on our
freedoms."  

      Andrew Roth with the Club for Growth agrees: “We should have vote on repealing ObamaCare every week.” 

      And Rush said back in 2011: Republicans should “keep making these people defend this horrible, rotten piece of
legislation. This is not a show thing; this is not one time. This is an overall effort to get rid of this.” 

      That's why it's time to tell our Republican leaders, right here and right now, that we're not accepting any wait-until-
after-the-election to start the fight malarkey and we're not accepting and dog-and-pony shows. 

      Again, we're not asking for miracles, we simply want an honest effort and we're demanding that the real fight begin
TODAY . 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every one of
the members of the Republican Leadership of the United States Senate and the United States

House of Representatives.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

 

Floyd Brown

 

Floyd Brown

P.S.  If Republicans want the American people to support them in November,
then they must give the American people something that they have failed to
give in the past... an honest attempt to repeal ObamaCare. Let them know
that they will not be given the opportunity to repeal ObamaCare after the
November election, if they do not convince the American people that they are
making an honest attempt to repeal it TODAY! 

The  Western Center for Journalism is a 501©3 educational organization. Contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by
IRS regulations. Personal and corporate contributions are allowed. 

The Center for Western Journalism
42104 N Venture Drive Suite B-122, Anthem, AZ 85086  (202) 370-6366
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Texas Rejects ObamaCare - Refuses to Implement What is Oklahoma going to do?????
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 6:37:35 PM
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: The change some looked for, 76 years is the death squads # OBOMA"s plan
Date: Monday, November 05, 2012 9:24:08 AM

If you were illegal no one knows your age so you can get free health care even after the death
squads number of 76 years where all citizens will be refused treatment!  

Subject: FW: The change some looked for.

 
 

We wanted “change”
– well baby – here it
is – per the Supreme
Court. Read it and
weep.

At age 76 when
you most need it,
you are not
eligible for
cancer
treatment
see page 272
What Nancy Pelosi didn't want us
to know until after the healthcare
bill was passed. Remember she
said, "pass it and then read
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it!!." Here it is!
______________________________
Obama Care Highlighted by Page
Number
THE CARE BILL HB 3200

JUDGE KITHIL IS THE 2ND
OFFICIAL WHO HAS
OUTLINED THESE PARTS OF
THE CARE BILL.
Judge Kithil of Marble Falls , TX
- highlighted the
most egregious pages
of HB3200
Please read this........ especially
the reference to pages 58 & 59
JUDGE KITHIL wrote:

**
Page 50/section 152: The bill will
provide insurance to
all non-U.S. residents, even if they
are here illegally.

**
Page 58 and 59: The government
will have real-time access to an
individual's bank account and will
have the authority to make
electronic fund transfers from
those accounts.

**
Page 65/section 164: The plan will
be subsidized (by the
government) for all union
members, union retirees and for
community organizations (such as
the Association
of Community Organizations for
Reform Now -
ACORN).

**
Page 203/line 14-15: The tax
imposed under this section
will not be treated as a tax. (How
could anybody in their
right mind come up with that?)
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**
Page 241 and 253: Doctors will all
be paid the same
regardless of specialty, and the
government will set all
doctors' fees.

**
Page 272. section 1145: Cancer
hospital will ration care
according to the patient's age.

**
Page 317 and 321: The
government will impose a
prohibition on
hospital expansion; however,
communities may petition for an
exception.

**
Page 425, line 4-12: The
government mandates advance-
care
planning consultations. Those on
Social Security will be
required to attend an "end-of-life
planning" seminar every five
years. (Death counseling..)

**
Page 429, line 13-25: The
government will specify
which doctors can write an end-of-
life order.

HAD ENOUGH???? Judge Kithil
then goes on to identify:

"Finally, it is specifically stated
that this bill will not apply to
members of Congress. Members
of Congress are already
exempt from the Social Security
system, and have a well-funded
private plan that covers their
retirement needs. If they were on
our Social Security plan, I believe
they would find a very quick
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'fix' to make the plan financially
sound for their future."

- Honorable
David Kithil of Marble Falls ,
Texas
All of the above should
give you the ammo you need to
support your opposition to
Obamacare. Please send this
information on to all of your email
contacts.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Subject: FW: The Oklahoma Truth Council Exposed
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 9:02:54 AM

For database.
 

From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:06 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: The Oklahoma Truth Council Exposed
 

Forward this email to a friend 
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The Truth Behind
the Oklahoma Truth
Council
 
Pseudoephedrine?   I
don’t think you need
that.
 
Nothing Better to do
but License Plate
Bills?
 
Gutting
Representative
Government in
Oklahoma and the
People’s Right to
Know
 
A License Plate Got
Me Off Drugs and
Saved My Life…
 
HB 2525 Papiere,
Bitte..
 
Holy Prison Escapes
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Scottish Law
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to Grove We Go
 
Thugs in Suits
Threaten Tulsa
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Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend

 
  

 
 

 
  

The Truth Behind the
Oklahoma Truth Council

 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has been a frequent player in Oklahoma politics but one that had everyone
guessing as to who was actually behind the blog site.  Some clues arose from who they chose to attack,
who they gently reproached, who they supported, and who they ignored.  It turns out that there are three
principles behind the website, one who still remains in the shadows and two that have outed themselves
through their actions.
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council had been a supporter of what the Sooner Tea Party was doing up until
Mike McCarville started slipping into his dotage and started lashing out at the Sooner Tea Party.  Even
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CAIR and the Anti-
Shariah Law
Amendment 

 

 
 Sponsors this week:
 
The Carpenter Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of

screen printing, vinyl

signs, banners, offset

printing, and all of

your printing needs. 

Randy and his family

have supported the

conservative

movment for many

years

 

WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

then their rebukes were fairly gentle, advising the leader of the Sooner Tea Party to take a deep breath
and a vacation on one occasion.  But the clues that exposed them were recent attacks on Mark Costello
and Randy Terrell along with sideways slaps at a few candidates for state and local offices.
 
It turns out that both have or have had connections with the notorious Neva Hill.   Neva Hill is the former
partner and current friend of Mike McCarville, and Hill is Speaker Kris Steele’s political consultant.
 
  When a Face book page popped up for Marion Cooksey the builder of the page inadvertently left his
name on the page as the creator of the page and as Marion Cooksey is one of Neva Hill’s clients as well
as one of the twisted Speaker Steele’s lieutenants, it wasn’t hard to put two and two together.
 
More evidence arose as to the connection between the McCarville Report and the Oklahoma Truth
Council when McCarville increased his posting of OTC articles, something that few “journalists” are
willing to do as an anonymous source isn’t a good source.  The OTC also reposted a few older attacks on
Randy Terrill in response to a special circumstance that arose in Cleveland County, involving a Neva Hill
client.  The OTC also defended Mike McCarville for shilling RINO Republican candidates and
incumbents, all of which are known Neva Hill clients. After seeing Rep Paul Wesslehoft attacked last
year and seeing the latest attacks on Labor Commissioner Mark Costello a common thread emerged.
 
And who are the dynamic duo hiding behind the Oklahoma Truth Council curtain?  None other than
former State Senator Brogdon aides Cindy Sullivan and Seth Rott.
 
Sullivan once worked for Neva Hill and continues to do side jobs for her including filling out ethics
commission reports for many of Neva Hill’s clients according to our sources.  Seth Rott presently does
work for Neva Hill including the very recent Face book page for Marion Cooksey.  How do we know
this?  Because it showed up on Seth Rott’s face book page under recent activity.  See the screen shot
below of Seth’s facebook page.  Sloppy work there Seth, very sloppy….
 

 
Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan are said to have worked for Labor Commissioner Mark Costello and
both were allegedly fired or “let go” which allegedly  generated the motivation for the OTC attacks on
Costello.   Seth Rott had a personal relationship with Lance Cargil some years back which explained
why the attack on the OTC gently brushed on Cargil instead of taking him on head on, indeed the OTC
article focused mainly on candidates not Cargil himself.
 
Looking deeper into the clues, the attacks on Wayne Pettigrew shined some light on the culprits. 
Pettigrew was one of the few Republicans that voted for Governor Brad Henry’s lottery years ago when
Forrest Claunch lead the fight against the lottery so the attack against Pettigrew, however much
deserved, was simply some old payback coming around.
 
 Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan also used to work with or for Tim Pope and former Senator Randy
Brogdon so seeing them support State Chamber brown noses Mike McCarville and Neva Hill is spinning
some heads.  Even more confusing is a report that Terrill and Sullivan are or were friends through their
association with Tim Pope leaving one to wonder why she would help attack a former ally and allegedly
a current friend. 
 
Another tantalizing trail coming out of this story is a company named Bcreative that showed up in a
McCarville Report story and on multiple ethics commission report.  Stay tuned for a coming story on the
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
require a contract
for their services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week, tens
of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Bcreative company.
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pseudoephedrine?  
 I don’t think you need that…

   By Ms. P.M.       
     

There are a plethora of proposed bills surrounding the sinus decongestant pseudoephedrine.  Yes, the
druggies have invaded our nasal cavities scoring every bit of the lingering drug any way they can. This
puts us regular folks in a snotty predicament.  The rascals in the big house have decided we need their
protection because all of these bills relate to public health and safety.
 
HB 2205 authored by Representative Vaughn limits the amount to 9 grams within any 30 day period
unless you have a prescription. Hang on, if you don't accurately provide the information required you will
be prohibited from obtaining what you need for a period of not less than 72 hours following the "failed
validation".
 
 
HB 2375 authored by Representative Tibbs   This bill goes into detail for the following information for
each dispensation:
 
Recipient’s name, address, date of birth, ID number, National Drug Code of the substance dispensed,
date of the dispensation, the doctors U.S. DEA registration number, pharmacist’s registration number,
and other information as required by administrative rules.  Within 24 hours of dispensation this
information must be transmitted to the state under threat of one year in the county jail and/or $1,000.00
fine.
 
Anyone want to bet that this information won’t go straight to the Fusion Center before it heads to a
national database or Obama Care type Health Insurance Exchange program?
 
 
HB 2546 authored by Representative Nolan clarifies procedures when pseudoephedrine is used with
other mixtures.  This bill is a basic housekeeping bill, removing existing language to clear the way for
newer, more strict language to be inserted into the law.
 
  
HB 2551 is another housekeeping bill authored by Representative McCullough adds products containing
pseudoephedrine to list and deletes pseudoephedrine products from Schedule. It also deletes procedures
for the sale of products containing pseudoephedrine.
 
HB 2819 is a shell bill, an empty bill to be filled out later on in the session.  Authored by Representative
Sean Roberts, it creates the Pseudoephedrine Act of 2012 which is likely to be a catch all bill to tie up
the different bills on this issue, or it is a backup bill in case the drug Nazis loose a battle?
 
In Representative Tibbs bill- HB 2375, she threatens to put you in jail for one year and fine you
$1,000.00 if you don’t report your purchase.   Am I confused or is Tibbs smokin' the little smokeys?  
Aren't the powers that just tripping over themselves  to let non-violent offenders out of jail? If I have it
right they'll lock em' up for cooking meth and then let em' out.   Well, that process should be worth a few
taxpayer dollars. 
 
For most of us a trip to the doctor and a pharmacy stop for decongestant doesn't fit well into our work
schedule.  If you are like a lot of small business people, you have a catastrophic policy so you pay your
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own doctor visits.  I want to thank Oklahoma legislators for making health care more costly and
difficult.  
 
For all of those in high places insisting these bills are an effort to combat the "War on Drugs", I have an
idea. We can stand in line during our lunch hour after you all have ingested all the pseudoephedrine in
the state of Oklahoma.  You all can then take turns bending over and dispensing the meds to us as if you
were Pez containers!  As always the law abiding citizens are in the majority but we are the ones that
jump through your hoops.   Will these moronic legislators ever tackle the real problems and leave us
alone to live our lives? 
 

 

 
 

Nothing Better to do but
License Plate Bills?

 
by Ms P.M. and Ms. D.B

HB 2672 and 2674 Authored by Representative Shumate, HB 2629 Authored by Representative
McAffrey, House bill 2680  Rep. Banz

 
The Oklahoma Tax Commission already designs and issues special license plates to persons wishing to
demonstrate support, interest or membership to or for an organization, occupation, cause or other subject.
These three bills add new organizations.
 
HB 2672 adds the Historic Greenwood District to the list of special license plates which would become
available:
 
"The southern edge of the Greenwood District was platted as part of Tulsa's original town site in 1900
and soon became known as "Little Africa." It appears Greenwood functioned as a self-contained
community of Black Americans and was mostly destroyed in the 1921 race riot. The District was
bulldozed and is now the campuses of Oklahoma State and Langston universities.”
 
Link to story
 
Upon passage of the bill anyone wishing to demonstrate support for music festivals within the Historic
Greenwood District would now have the option of doing so. As always there is money involved and fees
collected and deposited in the Music Festival's Revolving Fund.
 
HB 2674 would create a special license plate along with a revolving fund, source of funds, allow
expenditures for certain purposes; provide legislative intent; codification and an effective date for the
Booker T. Washington High School license plate.
 
And where does the money go?   5% to Education Reform Revolving Fund, 5% to Higher Education
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Revolving Fund, 5% State Career Technology Fund, and 85% Teachers' Retirement Benefit Fund.
 
Upon passage of this bill anyone wishing.....blaa...blaa...blaa... you have the picture.
 
 
HB 2629 adds a license plate to the list: "Oklahomans for the Arts".    Any person wishing to
demonstrate support for increasing public funding for the arts and art education across Oklahoma has hit
the jackpot.
 
House bill 2680  Rep. Banz would offer individuals to offer support of the Fighting Addiction through
Education Program by offering specialized license plates.  The price of the license would be 35.00. The
amount going towards the cause would be 25.00. The remainder would be for fees.
 
For this to be considered a topic of such great importance right now the Governor sure isn’t putting
much into it.  Does she really think selling a few car tags is going to fix this serious issue or even
illuminate it?  Of course not, but it sounds real good.
 
If she intends to take on something as serious as the drug problem in Oklahoma then she needs to be
serious. Associate it with something that holds a little more weight than a license plate. Show some
action with a lot less talking out the side of the mouth.
 
Don't get me wrong, special license plates are the rage.  Look at all the hoopties sporting fancy rear end
jewelry but in this twilight-zone era citizens are more concerned about the growth of government and the
quantity of our money being spent maintaining these expanding and bloated departments.  It all makes
me think they think we have a never ending supply of funds.
 
I have an idea, instead of license plate bills, how about a bill renaming these Representatives in
chronological order of farm animals?   It could be an interesting and entertaining agenda item that all of
Oklahoma would enjoy.  The bill number could be something like HB B.S.  Could it be so humorous
with mass participation that we would wet ourselves from laughter? 
 
 

 
Gutting Representative Government in Oklahoma And the

People’s
Right to Know

 
 

They held the third meeting of the House Ethics Committee last Thursday where they continued to
hammer out the chains designed to prevent Representatives from speaking out against House
leadership.    Disguised as an “ethics committee” that would provide punishment for felonious legislators
the new committee is really designed to plug leaks of information that is embarrassing to House
leadership.    One political blogger, Mike McCarville of the McCarville Report, went so far as to claim
that the new ethics committee was aimed at one organization, the Sooner Tea Party, using their new right
to subpoena records and witnesses to appear in their star chamber.  Is McCarville right or is this a
product of approaching senility?  Time will tell.
 
Looking at the committee  members that were appointed by Speaker Kris Steele one finds that the
committee is packed with Steele supporters along with a sprinkling of Democrats.  Who are the Speaker
Steele toadies:
 
Gary Banz,  Ann Coody, Danny Morgan, Dennis Casey, Todd Russ
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The Democrats are  Jabar Shumate, R.C. Pruett, Wade Rousselot
 
The alternates are Republican David Brumbaugh and Democrat Rebecca Hamilton
 
So we have five confirmed RINOs and four Democrats sitting in judgment of any conservative
Republican that dares to speak up against Speaker Steele.  And if one of the nine regular committee
members should have to recuse themselves, we have another Democrat and a wishy-washy Republican
to take their place.  Of course should a RINO have to recuse himself, Brumbaugh steps up and if a
Democrat has to recuse, Hamilton steps up.   The Democrats are likely to protect conservatives that find
themselves being attacked by this star chamber but no matter what Speaker Steele has a five to four
majority with the only possible risk to his agenda being if Brumbaugh decided to flip flopp again on
supporting House leadership. 
 
 This is a committee designed for one purpose, to punish political enemies, set up by one of the worst
tyrants the state of Oklahoma has ever seen.   A man with a mind even more twisted than his body,
vindictive, amoral, sociopathic to such a degree that he will disenfranchise hundreds of thousands of
voters so that he can receive a well paid position at the medical research foundation  upon his being term
limited out in June of this year.
 
This immoral monstrosity still has to pass a House floor vote so if enough people contact their
Representatives and demand that this committee be killed off then Speaker Steele will have to find other
ways to punish independent minded legislators.  And Steele already has his ways and means of
pressuring legislators.   Look for the last story In this newsletter for an appalling example of outright
lawlessness and corruption perpetrated on a legislator for speaking his mind.
 
                                                                   .

 
 
 
 

HB 2525 Papiere, Bitte..
 

Ah, the old movies that were shown on weekends back in the sixties and seventies… Many were war
movies covering the fight against fascism during WWII.   Who hasn’t seen the classic scene where the
Nazi officials wearing jackboots and swastika approach the hero or heroine and says in German: 
“Papiere, Bitte..”     or in English,  “Papers, please”.
 
Even as a child you knew what followed the chilling words, the person was whisked off into captivity,
imprisonment, torture, followed by execution.   Sometimes it was a hapless person caught up and the
message was that anyone could be dragged off the train or street under arrest if their papers were not in
order or thought to be suspicious.  But you got the idea that if your papers were in order you were fairly
safe as long as the Nazis weren’t looking for you.
 
If Representative Steve Martin were as lenient as Nazi Germany or if Oklahoma had the efficient and
accurate record keeping skills that the Nazi regime exhibited then there would be little concern over
Martin’s HB 2525.     The bill narrowly passed out of committee last week:
 
YEAS:    8
    Cannaday          Hoskin            Ownbey            Roan             
    Cox               Martin, St.       Renegar           Tibbs       
     
    NAYS:    7
    Bennett           Hardin            Joyner            Vaughan          
    Cockroft          Jordan            Thomsen 
 
Cannaday, Hoskin, Roan, and Renegar are Democrats and we expected better from them on this issue.  
Ownbey, Cox, Martin, and Tibbs are hard core RINOs that follow House leadership regardless of their
constituent’s wishes so their votes are no surprise.   Hardin, Joyner, Vaughan, Jordan, and Thomsen
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should be congratulated for joining the conservative Republicans on the committee and voting to protect
our constitutional rights.  We had emailed the entire committee the night before the vote stating our
opposition against this draconian bill and are surprised that it passed out of committee.
 
And ask Pam Peterson and Al McCaffrey where in the hell they were for this vote.  Either one could
have stopped this bill in its tracks so both are responsible for its passage as those that voted yes.  If they
won’t show up, they shouldn’t be a representative.
 
This isn’t Representative Steve Martin’s first attempt at this addition to police state tactics.   Martin
passed HB 2331 last year and when he was asked if a woman and her children should be just left on the
side of the road at night because of lack of insurance and he said “Absolutely yes!”
 
Confiscating American citizens’ property is not something that the average American supports and most
would be outraged by Rep. Martins answer in 2011 and no doubt he still believes that there should be no
leeway for an officer during a traffic stop.  Indeed last year’s bill was amended to allow officers some
leeway, stating that they may not stop a car for lack of insurance as the primary reason for the traffic stop
so now Martin comes back with a bill that now requires that all cops stop cars lacking insurance and
impound the vehicles.  But we all know that when police stop an illegal alien they still allow them to
drive off even though they have no drivers license or insurance.  Try that in Mexico and you will be
sitting in a dungeon waiting for your ransom to be paid.   
 
 Amend this bill so that it leaves American citizens alone and targets illegal aliens and no one will
complain but of course the State Chamber wouldn’t allow their  cheap labor source to be inconvenienced
by following our laws.
 
HB 2525 -Letting Police to pull over for auto insurance
 
 
 
The law seeks to re-invent a system already in use in the state to verify insurance during traffic stops and
accident investigations.  House leadership wants to gin up millions of dollars in ticket revenue by using
automated license plate readers.   Talk about Unlawful Search and Seizure. Since when did
Representative Martin join the Communist Party?
 
 
Apparently these idiots have never heard that computers are only as smart as the nut behind the
keyboard. The system currently in place runs through the internet, yet it repeatedly makes mistakes.
  People are constantly cited for no insurance because of a lagging or inaccurate insurance data base and
the charges are dismissed because they can verify they have insurance. Why would we want to burden
taxpayers with having to prove that the online insurance data base is wrong if they have a valid insurance
verification card in their car?
 
House leadership’s reasons become clear once we learn that the state has started a license plate scanner
program trial. Robocop light has arrived. You can read about it here:
 
Sept. 26 2011 Oklahoma Begins the License Plate Interoperability Hub Pilot | AxXiom for Liberty. 
 
State law is clear on the subject of what is the reason for, punishment for and cause for stopping a
vehicle for failure to maintain insurance. It can be found here:
 
 OSCN Found Document:Failure to Maintain Security - Failure to Provide Proof of Security - Penalties.
 
We don't need any little Stalin wanna be’s like Representative Martin trying to micro-manage things that
are already well under control.     Representative Steve Martin needs to be removed from the House of
Representatives, his beliefs are not those of Oklahomans and not those of his constituents. 
 
Now that this bill has passed through the House Public Safety Committee and will make it to the floor
for a vote we all need to raise a fuss. This is a bill that will allow the use of Highway Spy Cameras and
allow the information to be ran and stored in the Oklahoma Fusion Center so that citizens can be
retroactively tracked. Talk about Big Brother is watching…  This is it.
 
Fix the states problem and I believe you’ll find that the percentage of uninsured motorist is far less than
the alleged 25% claimed by Representative Martin. It’s actually around 12%. Harsher punishment is the
corrective action needed, not an invasion of the rights of law abiding citizens.
 
At the bottom of this newsletter is a link to a list of all the Representatives and Senators.   Please send a
mass email using Bcc along with a personalized email to your state senator and representative asking that
this bill be stopped and never brought back.  
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Here is an email list of the Public Safety Committee members that allowed this bill to survive.  Email
them and tell them in no uncertain terms that they dare not support such laws again and had better vote
against HR 2525 when it arrives on the House floor.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>, tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov,
"Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson" <pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd
Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>, josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin"
<chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey" <al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar"
<brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>, steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 

 
Holy Prison Escapes Batman, Someone Left the Gates Open

 
Speaker Steele’s Soft on Crime Agenda Moves Forward

BY R.H.
Our soft on crime Speaker and his fellow RINO Republican co-hort Representative Sue Tibbs are at it
again. Rep. Tibbs has introduced HB 2377, another soft on crime bill.  Now you may remember she co-
authored, along with the Speaker, Kris Steele, the soft on crime bill that has brought you the release of
inmates from prison starting November of 2011.  We don't have to say that this was a bad idea; a check
of the Tulsa County District Attorney’s web site shows a recidivism rate of these released criminals that
is appalling.
 
The bill covers repaying any pubic reward given for the capture and prosecution of the criminal,
investigative cost borne by the OSBI, and alcohol/drug screening. These reimbursements can be waived
if a criminal can prove that they will create a hardship.  How many criminals do you know that can’t
prove that?
 
And putting everyone through an alcohol or drug assessment program?  Why?  Shouldn’t we reserve this
for Drug and Alcohol related offenses?  It would also save the tax payer, the Department of Correction,
and the State of Oklahoma some money. The bill also expands the use of house arrest and electronic
monitoring as an alternative to hard prison time.
 
The bill contains a mandate to require one or more courses of treatment, education or rehabilitation for
any conditions or behaviors or disorders which may contribute to criminal conduct. Isn’t this nice?  They
want to coddle the criminal.   Statistics prove time and again that you can’t rehabilitate the sex offender
or pedophile.  These statistics also prove that drug and alcohol abusers will sober up when they’re ready
and not a second earlier.
 
Even more ridiculous is the idea of obtaining positive behavior modeling by a trained mentor. This is
patently absurd.  Are we going to waste tax dollars on this?   If their parents couldn’t influence their
behavior through their life, what makes these people think that a short course in positive behavior
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modeling is going to help?
 
For those convicted after November 1, 1989, they must comply with the Sex Offender Registration Act
and participate in a treatment program.  Where’s the jail time?  Does Representative Tibbs believe that
rape or pedophilia is a non violent act?    I suppose if you are than darned ugly you need not worry about
rape and if she was that ugly as a child I suppose the pedophiles left her alone as well.  Perhaps that is
the reason for her lack of empathy for crime victims.
 
Against all common sense, this bill recommends that nonviolent felony offenses be punished by
community service sentencing program.  Why not sentence these people to jail?  Violent or not, they
committed a crime.   Criminals deserve punishment, not just a slap on the wrist and placing them in a
time out.
 
The bill wants to punish those convicted of a DUI or DWI by drug and alcohol assessment, by attending
a victims impact program, attending drug/alcohol abuse programs, ignition interlock devices, and
electronic monitored home detention. Drunken driving is a serious crime that deserves hard prison time
after a couple of convictions and you really have to work hard to go to prison for drunk driving as it is.
 I've known people that were killed by drunk drivers, treating drunks like a teenager is a slap in the face
for their victims and those left behind.
 
For domestic abuse cases, they want to send the convicted to counseling services along with their prison
time.  Here’s a novel idea, how about tougher sentences?
 
A habitual or aggravated sex offender shall be supervised by the D. O. C. and assigned to a global
position monitoring device by the D. O. C. for the duration of the time he is registration period on the
Sex Offenders List.  Why isn’t the legislature seeking a law that would lock up habitual offenders for
life?  Not just sex offenders, but all repeat felony offenders?
 
Under this proposed law a convicted individual waiting to go to prison is placed on home monitoring and
after 2 years can be let off if they can’t find a bed for him at a penitentiary. This is an excuse not to build
more prisons.
 
In conclusion this bill is designed to turn criminals out on the streets of Oklahoma.  This bill will raise
the crime rate in the state and lower the standard of living in the state. This bill will not protect
Oklahomans from the criminal element of society and should be voted down.  It has been referred to the
Public Safety Committee, the same bunch that allowed Representative Martin’s HB 2525 bill to pass. 
Contact the entire committee and demand that this bill be killed.  Copy and paste this into your email
browser using the Bcc field and contact all of them using one email.  While you are at it, tell them that if
they voted for Martin’s HB 2525 that they should be worried about their election and if they dare to vote
for HB 2525 on the House floor they will have a well funded opponent in the primary election.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>, tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov,
"Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson" <pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd
Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>, josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin"
<chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey" <al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar"
<brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>, steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 

 
Taking Care of the Poor or Milking Old People of Their Life’s

Savings?
Ms. D.B.

    And so it came to be that in the story from ancient Greek mythology that Perseus set out with
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intentions of destroying the evil monster in disguise.  The monster's disguise and identity thus revealed to
him with the help of the gods he set out equipped in armor and with the ability to see through all
misrepresentations of meaningless nature or untruths.
 
Perseus succeeded in the mission and afterward he fled after declaring his victory but soon realized that
he had been followed by two demons of the same design.  The two other monsters of the same makeup
would require yet another battle, a victory battle that the gods would once again assist in the removal of
obstacles and enable transparencies..
 
And so it is with HB 2844, HB 2270, and HB 2846, all three will have to be tracked down and killed one
by one.  With 3 people working towards the same cause you would think they could have come up with a
more appropriate title.  These three bills are all related in the fact that they involve the long term care
facilities, nursing homes.
 
Three representatives have introduced these bills:  Cox , Ownbey,  and Jackson.  The titles are not only
misleading but are designed except to extract money from nursing home residents.  These bills set up a
state treasury fund, yet are actually a fee, AKA a state tax.  It appears to be a big melting pot of funds
that isn’t focused on the area of law that the title refers to. 
 
It is just another state money pool and by all meaning of the word a tax.  A mandatory monthly fee based
on a percentage = tax.  In the meat of the bills it lists all the many places that the fees could or could not
end up.  It would have shown more integrity to simply call it what it is:  a state tax on long term care
(nursing homes).  To try to weave this in by hiding behind the seniors is ugly.     
 
 Now public enemy number one for the elderly is Alzheimer’s.  This disease has brought an entirely new
category to senior citizens in the U.S., another category with entirely different issues and needs.  They
don't belong in nursing homes.  That's when the Assisted Living facilities popped up everywhere.
 Medicare won't touch them, and not having them involved  means little regulations.  They have been
taken advantage for years by outrageous cost, etc. all because the system is obsolete. 
 
It is a sad thing to see these precious people who worked hard, paid their taxes, raised their families,
fought previous wars to protect the freedoms we have today and trusted and believed in a system that
they were promised., only to be  used , abused, and ignored and let down.   They are viewed as a cash
cow to be milked till their retirement funds are gone or their pension checks run out.
 
This may be the first of many worm/virus to be discovered within the Governor's much publicized
budget plan. If this is all you can come up with trash it.
 
 

 
 

Scottish Law Infiltrates Oklahoma 
By R.H.

 
The social justice agenda has come up again in HB 2376. Representative Tibbs is doing her best to see to
it that the prison population is given every break they can get.   Of course the House leadership supports
these moves; they fit right in with Speaker Steele’s social justice agenda. Now I can understand the want
and desire to save money, and they say that copper wiring was invented by two Scotsmen fighting over a
found penny, but how is this going to save money? When criminals are let out and their needs are
provided by public assistance, which is paid for with tax dollars, the only one that benefits are those that
have broken the law.
 
Like what happened with the Pam Am flight 103/Lockerbie terror bombing terrorist,  this bill would give
medical parole to inmates who are presumed to be dying, near death, or “No longer a threat to public
safety.”  This is nuts.  Who makes the call on whether or not they are no longer a danger to the public. 
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Do we end up releasing someone like Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi,  the Lockerbie, Scotland case?
 
 Compassion is one thing, Idiocy is another.  Let these criminals rot in jail in discomfort like their victims
have rotted in their graves.  
The law does states that this would not apply to person serving a sentence of life without parole, but
that’s not good enough. This bill is an insult to the law abiding Oklahomans and should be killed in
committee. Knowing that it is supported by the Speaker, it will sail through committee to the House
floor.
 
Contact the committee that is to hear this bill, once again the Public Safety Committee (are you seeing a
pattern here?) and tell them to vote no on this bill.  Don’t address all the bills in one email, send them
three separate emails, bury them in emails so that they get the idea that Oklahomans don’t want soft on
crime legislation.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>, tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov,
"Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson" <pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd
Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>, josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin"
<chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey" <al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar"
<brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>, steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to Grove We Go
by Ms P.M.

 
HB 2470 authored by Representative Cox sure seems like a good ole' fashioned pork sandwich for Grove
Oklahoma.
 
As the proposed bill reads the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority must do a feasibility study for both of these
items; a four lane spur and upgrading the interchange on the Will Rogers Turnpike at Adair.  The
scalawags' will waive these feasibility studies if the OTA will begin construction on or before October 1,
2012.  If this isn't pushing some weight around I don't know what is.
 
It's about 45 miles from Adair to Grove, but...that is going northeast up the turnpike and southeast to
Grove.  Are we going "Over the River and Through the Woods" before we get to grandmas house?  If so,
there is no mention of a very expensive bridge, which means we're in for more rate increases once this
pork-a-sorus is built.
 

 
I asked myself, "self, who gets the money for these here turnpikes?" Well it ain't Oklahoma. Bondholders
are the ones that collect the interest on the bonds loaned to build them... and the long term cost will be
triple the actual cost to build the turnpike plus all the nice, fat bond sales fees that State Chamber
members get to charge.   But there is a covenant and if the OTA ever were to default, the bondholders
can take over.  A real dumb way to operate considering these bondholders come from all over the world.
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 Other states have it set up that bondholders can sue but not take over.  Could it be that bondholders and
OTA have too much power over state transportation issues?  Why can't we get these bonds paid back and
stop building turnpikes?  Why is it these roads will forever be toll roads?  
 
Did you know that our pork butt Governor is the only person with power to reform the OTA? Yup, she
appoints the director and the board who make the decisions.
 
Rumor has it that Representative Cox was caught behind the smokehouse sharing "Little Smokies"
recipes with Lee Denney.  Mmmm, bacon wrapped pork sausages and turnpike bonds as a side dish. 
 
 What started out as a one toll-road connecting OKC and Tulsa, has, after sixty three years turned into a
cash cow Oklahoma drivers are still paying for.  Not bad for something that is now supposed to be free.
 Oklahoma comes in second in the nation for miles of toll roads.
 
Here is the hysterical timeline to see where it all started and where we are today. Not a pretty picture so
hop in that bathtub and repeat after me, "Calgon, take me away".
 
Representative Cox really is as dumb as a box of rocks, this bill states it is immediately necessary for the
preservation of public peace, health and safety and is an emergency. I'd hate to know what would happen
if he had to go to the bathroom.
 

 
 

Thugs in Suits Threaten
Tulsa Area Representative

 
Last month we saw the unprecedented letter sent out by Representative Gus Blackwell demanding an
investigation into the Kris Steele/Comp Source scandal.  The letter was signed by around 16 Republican
and Democrat House members.  Last week saw one of those legislators send out a quasi retraction and an
apology to Speaker Kris Steele for signing the investigation demand letter.  Representative David Derby,
Owasso, issued the quasi retraction on February 8th and it doesn’t read like a letter from a man able to
speak his own mind:
 
 
From: David Derby
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 8:43 PM
To: Representatives
Subject:

Dear Members,

I would like to thank you for your time in reading this letter.  I know that we are extremely busy this time of the year and I value
your time very much.  I am writing this letter to my fellow members with a burdened heart.
 
As you know earlier this year Rep. Blackwell published a letter calling into question Speaker Steele's alleged actions relating to
Rep Christian's worker compensation claim. Although I do not agree with Rep Christian that this vehicle accident should be
covered under workman's comp, I, nevertheless, signed Rep. Blackwell's letter because of my general concerns over releasing
personal medical information under HIPPA. You all know that I am finishing   Pharmacy school, and it has been drilled into us
that HIPAA information is very important to protect, and that colored my decision to sign the letter.  Upon reflecting on this
decision, I realized that I acted impulsively. I have thought, prayed, sought wise counsel, and re-examined this entire situation.

I do not believe the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety relating to Mike's claim, nor do I think it warrants an
investigation.   I certainly think Mike has every right to assert his claim, even if I don't agree with it. I wish him no ill whatsoever.
I just don't see anything malignant here.
I think I was wrong in signing that letter. I have apologized to Speaker who gracefully accepted.  I would like to extend that
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apology to the rest of my colleagues.

Very Respectfully,

David Derby
 
Representative Derby would have us believe that a man smart enough to get elected and to complete
pharmacy school would impulsively sign a letter attacking the integrity of one of the highest officials in
the  state without having some evidence that it was the correct thing to do.   He then asks us to believe
him when he retracts his support, claiming that “I do not believe that the Speaker has engaged in any
impropriety…” without offering any explanation of what evidence he received that changed his mind on
the need for an investigation into the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.
 
What happened was that thugs in suits paid Representative David Derby a visit.  He was threatened by
Committee Chairmen at the direction of the Speaker that if he didn’t retract his support for the Kris
Steele/worker Comp scandal he would have all his bills killed in committee and would be declared
persona non grata by House leadership.
 
Now we all know that Derby didn’t file a bill that Speaker Designate TW Shannon didn’t approve of,
they were ran by Shannon before being filed, so there was nothing wrong with Derby’s bills.  Looks to
me like some government modernization bills, a public safety bill, a workers comp bill, misdemeanor
drug court bill, a minor property valuation notice bill, a pharmacy type bill, eliminating tax credits bill,
nothing that is really controversial.
 
So the squeeze got put on Derby by Speaker Kris Steele’s henchmen who know that with the TW
Shannon Speaker position hanging by two to three votes they can have another bite at the apple if they
can peel off a few Shannon allies using threats or promises.  So Derby decides that he needs to throw a
fellow legislator Mike Christian under the buss in order to save a few bills.
 
Derby knows better than to question Representative Christian’s right to collect on his car wreck injuries
while on legislative duty.   Derby himself collects mileage and per diem because he is past the 50 mile
limit and the House recognizes that his actual duty station for his job is in Owasso Oklahoma, not
Oklahoma City or they wouldn’t pay him for his own travel.
 
 
  However, what about those employees that don’t actually drive to an office or plant to work?  People
like salesmen, traveling craftsmen, or consultants?  Even the IRS allows car expenses once you reach
your duty station if you are a construction worker, you drive on your own dime to the first job site or to
the first location where you pick up tools or materials and then get mileage for travel the rest of the day.
 
Derby basically caved in on his fellow conservatives rather than have difficulties getting his bills heard.   
He hasn’t been one to make a public stand and take heat for his values but he has been in the background
quietly voting our way.  He is going to have to learn that if you are in the foxhole you have to fight or get
shot, if not by the enemy then by your own officers.  You don’t think that officers in the military carry
pistols for personal protection do you?  Nope, they carry them to shoot those that hide rather than doing
their duty.
 
However in David Derby’s defense it must me mentioned that he was unaware of recent developments in
the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.  At least one legislator has reported that Ashely Kemp, the House
General Counsel, has admitted to legislators that she was directed to attend a meeting with Bob Burk, a
workers comp mediator involved in the Mike Christian workers comp case.   She allegedly admitted that
there was a tentative offer on the table for Mike Christian but that she was ordered to request that Comp
Source reject the offer. 
 
Another report fingers Speaker Kris Steele’s press secretary John Estus as the man that provided personal
and private information on Mike Christian to Nolan Clay of the Oklahoman.   We have reported on the
close association between Estus and Clay, and the fact that Estus  himself was recently an Oklahoman
reporter.
 
 
Give Representative Derby a call or email and try to put some lead in his pencil.  If you are a constituent
tell him that he should be more afraid of you and the Tea Party than of a twisted little man that just
happens to have a bad temper.   Speaker Steele can certainly have bills killed but he can’t vote for you in
the coming primary election.  Steele might have his Chamber of Commerce cronies throw money to
Derby’s opponent but he won’t get out and walk the precincts exposing your voting record or you refusal
to stand your ground.
 
david.derby@okhouse.gov       (405) 557-7377     
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CAIR and the Anti-Shariah Law Amendment 

 
Considering the surprising amount of uproar over CAIR and the recent “Understanding the Threat to
America” seminar we recently wrote about, you will no doubt remember that CAIR was identified as an
unindicted co-conspirator and Muslim Brotherhood front organization in the U.S. vs. The Holy Land
Foundation trial in a Dallas federal court. In going through the voluminous amount of damning evidence
provided to the attendees of the seminar, we ran across another shocking document that was particularly
interesting in light of the recent 10th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling striking down the “Anti-Shariah”
constitutional amendment passed by 70 % of Oklahoma voters.
 
In case you haven’t read the 10th Circuit’s opinion, the court identified the complainant, Muneer Awad,
as a member of CAIR. Further, despite the fact that the constitutional amendment addressed the threat of
SHARIAH LAW, the court went on to say that if the law was enacted, Awad would likely suffer
condemnation by the government of his RELIGION in violation of his constitutional rights. Take a look
at another document the FBI found when they the raided the Elbarasse home and seized the “Archives of
the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a secret sub-basement, which we wrote about two weeks
ago, and see what you think about the Muslim Brotherhood’s true opinion of the United States
Constitution.
 
Another document seized by the FBI is entitled “Phases of the World Underground Movement Plan.” It
specifies the five phases of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in North America. They are described,
together with comments about the MB’s progress in realizing each goal as follows:
 
Phase One: Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.
 
Phase Two: Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising and utilizing various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also succeeded in achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of the Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.
 
Phase Three: Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the rulers, through utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.
 
Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government through exercising the political
pressure approach. It is aggressively implementing the above-mentioned approach. Training on the
use of weapons domestically and overseas in anticipation of zero-hour. It has noticeable activities
in this regard.
 
Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation under which all parties and Islamic
groups are united.
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. Tell me,
based upon the above document, does it sound to you that the Muslim Brotherhood gives a rip about our
Constitutional rights? Why do we allow an organization that advocates “Seizing power to establish
their Islamic Nation” by use of force to operate here in America?
 
We’ll take a closer look at this and other documents in the weeks to come but remember, CAIR has
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invited your state legislators to their Annual Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think your elected
officials should be doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how you feel? Stay tuned
here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a neighborhood near you,
compliments of CAIR.
 
By the way, what Phase do you think we are in?
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in

your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else

got the email.

 

Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:

 

Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  

 

Here is the Senate Directory

 

Here is the House Directory
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clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.
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From: Andrew Silvestri
To: Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Subject: FW: The Oklahoma Truth Council Exposed
Date: Monday, February 13, 2012 9:02:54 AM

For database.
 

From: Sooner Tea Party [mailto:soonerteaparty@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2012 1:06 AM
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: The Oklahoma Truth Council Exposed
 

Forward this email to a friend 

 
IN THIS ISSUE:
 
 
The Truth Behind
the Oklahoma Truth
Council
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Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend

 
  

 
 

 
  

The Truth Behind the
Oklahoma Truth Council

 
The Oklahoma Truth Council has been a frequent player in Oklahoma politics but one that had everyone
guessing as to who was actually behind the blog site.  Some clues arose from who they chose to attack,
who they gently reproached, who they supported, and who they ignored.  It turns out that there are three
principles behind the website, one who still remains in the shadows and two that have outed themselves
through their actions.
 
The Oklahoma Truth Council had been a supporter of what the Sooner Tea Party was doing up until
Mike McCarville started slipping into his dotage and started lashing out at the Sooner Tea Party.  Even
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then their rebukes were fairly gentle, advising the leader of the Sooner Tea Party to take a deep breath
and a vacation on one occasion.  But the clues that exposed them were recent attacks on Mark Costello
and Randy Terrell along with sideways slaps at a few candidates for state and local offices.
 
It turns out that both have or have had connections with the notorious Neva Hill.   Neva Hill is the former
partner and current friend of Mike McCarville, and Hill is Speaker Kris Steele’s political consultant.
 
  When a Face book page popped up for Marion Cooksey the builder of the page inadvertently left his
name on the page as the creator of the page and as Marion Cooksey is one of Neva Hill’s clients as well
as one of the twisted Speaker Steele’s lieutenants, it wasn’t hard to put two and two together.
 
More evidence arose as to the connection between the McCarville Report and the Oklahoma Truth
Council when McCarville increased his posting of OTC articles, something that few “journalists” are
willing to do as an anonymous source isn’t a good source.  The OTC also reposted a few older attacks on
Randy Terrill in response to a special circumstance that arose in Cleveland County, involving a Neva Hill
client.  The OTC also defended Mike McCarville for shilling RINO Republican candidates and
incumbents, all of which are known Neva Hill clients. After seeing Rep Paul Wesslehoft attacked last
year and seeing the latest attacks on Labor Commissioner Mark Costello a common thread emerged.
 
And who are the dynamic duo hiding behind the Oklahoma Truth Council curtain?  None other than
former State Senator Brogdon aides Cindy Sullivan and Seth Rott.
 
Sullivan once worked for Neva Hill and continues to do side jobs for her including filling out ethics
commission reports for many of Neva Hill’s clients according to our sources.  Seth Rott presently does
work for Neva Hill including the very recent Face book page for Marion Cooksey.  How do we know
this?  Because it showed up on Seth Rott’s face book page under recent activity.  See the screen shot
below of Seth’s facebook page.  Sloppy work there Seth, very sloppy….
 

 
Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan are said to have worked for Labor Commissioner Mark Costello and
both were allegedly fired or “let go” which allegedly  generated the motivation for the OTC attacks on
Costello.   Seth Rott had a personal relationship with Lance Cargil some years back which explained
why the attack on the OTC gently brushed on Cargil instead of taking him on head on, indeed the OTC
article focused mainly on candidates not Cargil himself.
 
Looking deeper into the clues, the attacks on Wayne Pettigrew shined some light on the culprits. 
Pettigrew was one of the few Republicans that voted for Governor Brad Henry’s lottery years ago when
Forrest Claunch lead the fight against the lottery so the attack against Pettigrew, however much
deserved, was simply some old payback coming around.
 
 Both Seth Rott and Cindy Sullivan also used to work with or for Tim Pope and former Senator Randy
Brogdon so seeing them support State Chamber brown noses Mike McCarville and Neva Hill is spinning
some heads.  Even more confusing is a report that Terrill and Sullivan are or were friends through their
association with Tim Pope leaving one to wonder why she would help attack a former ally and allegedly
a current friend. 
 
Another tantalizing trail coming out of this story is a company named Bcreative that showed up in a
McCarville Report story and on multiple ethics commission report.  Stay tuned for a coming story on the
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Comtec Security
 
Comtec
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Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really need
to know about
Comtec's quality and
pricing, they do not
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for their services. 
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to walk away if their
service isn't top
quality.
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ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
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Oklahoman 
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Bcreative company.
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pseudoephedrine?  
 I don’t think you need that…

   By Ms. P.M.       
     

There are a plethora of proposed bills surrounding the sinus decongestant pseudoephedrine.  Yes, the
druggies have invaded our nasal cavities scoring every bit of the lingering drug any way they can. This
puts us regular folks in a snotty predicament.  The rascals in the big house have decided we need their
protection because all of these bills relate to public health and safety.
 
HB 2205 authored by Representative Vaughn limits the amount to 9 grams within any 30 day period
unless you have a prescription. Hang on, if you don't accurately provide the information required you will
be prohibited from obtaining what you need for a period of not less than 72 hours following the "failed
validation".
 
 
HB 2375 authored by Representative Tibbs   This bill goes into detail for the following information for
each dispensation:
 
Recipient’s name, address, date of birth, ID number, National Drug Code of the substance dispensed,
date of the dispensation, the doctors U.S. DEA registration number, pharmacist’s registration number,
and other information as required by administrative rules.  Within 24 hours of dispensation this
information must be transmitted to the state under threat of one year in the county jail and/or $1,000.00
fine.
 
Anyone want to bet that this information won’t go straight to the Fusion Center before it heads to a
national database or Obama Care type Health Insurance Exchange program?
 
 
HB 2546 authored by Representative Nolan clarifies procedures when pseudoephedrine is used with
other mixtures.  This bill is a basic housekeeping bill, removing existing language to clear the way for
newer, more strict language to be inserted into the law.
 
  
HB 2551 is another housekeeping bill authored by Representative McCullough adds products containing
pseudoephedrine to list and deletes pseudoephedrine products from Schedule. It also deletes procedures
for the sale of products containing pseudoephedrine.
 
HB 2819 is a shell bill, an empty bill to be filled out later on in the session.  Authored by Representative
Sean Roberts, it creates the Pseudoephedrine Act of 2012 which is likely to be a catch all bill to tie up
the different bills on this issue, or it is a backup bill in case the drug Nazis loose a battle?
 
In Representative Tibbs bill- HB 2375, she threatens to put you in jail for one year and fine you
$1,000.00 if you don’t report your purchase.   Am I confused or is Tibbs smokin' the little smokeys?  
Aren't the powers that just tripping over themselves  to let non-violent offenders out of jail? If I have it
right they'll lock em' up for cooking meth and then let em' out.   Well, that process should be worth a few
taxpayer dollars. 
 
For most of us a trip to the doctor and a pharmacy stop for decongestant doesn't fit well into our work
schedule.  If you are like a lot of small business people, you have a catastrophic policy so you pay your

23684

http://t.ymlp325.net/mbywaaaewmhanaywacajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mbyqagaewmhavaywanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mbyqagaewmhavaywanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mbyqagaewmhavaywanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhseaxaewmhanaywazajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhsmaaaewmhapaywavajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhsjalaewmhaoaywazajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhsbaraewmhaoaywatajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp325.net/mhshanaewmhanaywakajbju/click.php


own doctor visits.  I want to thank Oklahoma legislators for making health care more costly and
difficult.  
 
For all of those in high places insisting these bills are an effort to combat the "War on Drugs", I have an
idea. We can stand in line during our lunch hour after you all have ingested all the pseudoephedrine in
the state of Oklahoma.  You all can then take turns bending over and dispensing the meds to us as if you
were Pez containers!  As always the law abiding citizens are in the majority but we are the ones that
jump through your hoops.   Will these moronic legislators ever tackle the real problems and leave us
alone to live our lives? 
 

 

 
 

Nothing Better to do but
License Plate Bills?

 
by Ms P.M. and Ms. D.B

HB 2672 and 2674 Authored by Representative Shumate, HB 2629 Authored by Representative
McAffrey, House bill 2680  Rep. Banz

 
The Oklahoma Tax Commission already designs and issues special license plates to persons wishing to
demonstrate support, interest or membership to or for an organization, occupation, cause or other subject.
These three bills add new organizations.
 
HB 2672 adds the Historic Greenwood District to the list of special license plates which would become
available:
 
"The southern edge of the Greenwood District was platted as part of Tulsa's original town site in 1900
and soon became known as "Little Africa." It appears Greenwood functioned as a self-contained
community of Black Americans and was mostly destroyed in the 1921 race riot. The District was
bulldozed and is now the campuses of Oklahoma State and Langston universities.”
 
Link to story
 
Upon passage of the bill anyone wishing to demonstrate support for music festivals within the Historic
Greenwood District would now have the option of doing so. As always there is money involved and fees
collected and deposited in the Music Festival's Revolving Fund.
 
HB 2674 would create a special license plate along with a revolving fund, source of funds, allow
expenditures for certain purposes; provide legislative intent; codification and an effective date for the
Booker T. Washington High School license plate.
 
And where does the money go?   5% to Education Reform Revolving Fund, 5% to Higher Education
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Revolving Fund, 5% State Career Technology Fund, and 85% Teachers' Retirement Benefit Fund.
 
Upon passage of this bill anyone wishing.....blaa...blaa...blaa... you have the picture.
 
 
HB 2629 adds a license plate to the list: "Oklahomans for the Arts".    Any person wishing to
demonstrate support for increasing public funding for the arts and art education across Oklahoma has hit
the jackpot.
 
House bill 2680  Rep. Banz would offer individuals to offer support of the Fighting Addiction through
Education Program by offering specialized license plates.  The price of the license would be 35.00. The
amount going towards the cause would be 25.00. The remainder would be for fees.
 
For this to be considered a topic of such great importance right now the Governor sure isn’t putting
much into it.  Does she really think selling a few car tags is going to fix this serious issue or even
illuminate it?  Of course not, but it sounds real good.
 
If she intends to take on something as serious as the drug problem in Oklahoma then she needs to be
serious. Associate it with something that holds a little more weight than a license plate. Show some
action with a lot less talking out the side of the mouth.
 
Don't get me wrong, special license plates are the rage.  Look at all the hoopties sporting fancy rear end
jewelry but in this twilight-zone era citizens are more concerned about the growth of government and the
quantity of our money being spent maintaining these expanding and bloated departments.  It all makes
me think they think we have a never ending supply of funds.
 
I have an idea, instead of license plate bills, how about a bill renaming these Representatives in
chronological order of farm animals?   It could be an interesting and entertaining agenda item that all of
Oklahoma would enjoy.  The bill number could be something like HB B.S.  Could it be so humorous
with mass participation that we would wet ourselves from laughter? 
 
 

 
Gutting Representative Government in Oklahoma And the

People’s
Right to Know

 
 

They held the third meeting of the House Ethics Committee last Thursday where they continued to
hammer out the chains designed to prevent Representatives from speaking out against House
leadership.    Disguised as an “ethics committee” that would provide punishment for felonious legislators
the new committee is really designed to plug leaks of information that is embarrassing to House
leadership.    One political blogger, Mike McCarville of the McCarville Report, went so far as to claim
that the new ethics committee was aimed at one organization, the Sooner Tea Party, using their new right
to subpoena records and witnesses to appear in their star chamber.  Is McCarville right or is this a
product of approaching senility?  Time will tell.
 
Looking at the committee  members that were appointed by Speaker Kris Steele one finds that the
committee is packed with Steele supporters along with a sprinkling of Democrats.  Who are the Speaker
Steele toadies:
 
Gary Banz,  Ann Coody, Danny Morgan, Dennis Casey, Todd Russ
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The Democrats are  Jabar Shumate, R.C. Pruett, Wade Rousselot
 
The alternates are Republican David Brumbaugh and Democrat Rebecca Hamilton
 
So we have five confirmed RINOs and four Democrats sitting in judgment of any conservative
Republican that dares to speak up against Speaker Steele.  And if one of the nine regular committee
members should have to recuse themselves, we have another Democrat and a wishy-washy Republican
to take their place.  Of course should a RINO have to recuse himself, Brumbaugh steps up and if a
Democrat has to recuse, Hamilton steps up.   The Democrats are likely to protect conservatives that find
themselves being attacked by this star chamber but no matter what Speaker Steele has a five to four
majority with the only possible risk to his agenda being if Brumbaugh decided to flip flopp again on
supporting House leadership. 
 
 This is a committee designed for one purpose, to punish political enemies, set up by one of the worst
tyrants the state of Oklahoma has ever seen.   A man with a mind even more twisted than his body,
vindictive, amoral, sociopathic to such a degree that he will disenfranchise hundreds of thousands of
voters so that he can receive a well paid position at the medical research foundation  upon his being term
limited out in June of this year.
 
This immoral monstrosity still has to pass a House floor vote so if enough people contact their
Representatives and demand that this committee be killed off then Speaker Steele will have to find other
ways to punish independent minded legislators.  And Steele already has his ways and means of
pressuring legislators.   Look for the last story In this newsletter for an appalling example of outright
lawlessness and corruption perpetrated on a legislator for speaking his mind.
 
                                                                   .

 
 
 
 

HB 2525 Papiere, Bitte..
 

Ah, the old movies that were shown on weekends back in the sixties and seventies… Many were war
movies covering the fight against fascism during WWII.   Who hasn’t seen the classic scene where the
Nazi officials wearing jackboots and swastika approach the hero or heroine and says in German: 
“Papiere, Bitte..”     or in English,  “Papers, please”.
 
Even as a child you knew what followed the chilling words, the person was whisked off into captivity,
imprisonment, torture, followed by execution.   Sometimes it was a hapless person caught up and the
message was that anyone could be dragged off the train or street under arrest if their papers were not in
order or thought to be suspicious.  But you got the idea that if your papers were in order you were fairly
safe as long as the Nazis weren’t looking for you.
 
If Representative Steve Martin were as lenient as Nazi Germany or if Oklahoma had the efficient and
accurate record keeping skills that the Nazi regime exhibited then there would be little concern over
Martin’s HB 2525.     The bill narrowly passed out of committee last week:
 
YEAS:    8
    Cannaday          Hoskin            Ownbey            Roan             
    Cox               Martin, St.       Renegar           Tibbs       
     
    NAYS:    7
    Bennett           Hardin            Joyner            Vaughan          
    Cockroft          Jordan            Thomsen 
 
Cannaday, Hoskin, Roan, and Renegar are Democrats and we expected better from them on this issue.  
Ownbey, Cox, Martin, and Tibbs are hard core RINOs that follow House leadership regardless of their
constituent’s wishes so their votes are no surprise.   Hardin, Joyner, Vaughan, Jordan, and Thomsen
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should be congratulated for joining the conservative Republicans on the committee and voting to protect
our constitutional rights.  We had emailed the entire committee the night before the vote stating our
opposition against this draconian bill and are surprised that it passed out of committee.
 
And ask Pam Peterson and Al McCaffrey where in the hell they were for this vote.  Either one could
have stopped this bill in its tracks so both are responsible for its passage as those that voted yes.  If they
won’t show up, they shouldn’t be a representative.
 
This isn’t Representative Steve Martin’s first attempt at this addition to police state tactics.   Martin
passed HB 2331 last year and when he was asked if a woman and her children should be just left on the
side of the road at night because of lack of insurance and he said “Absolutely yes!”
 
Confiscating American citizens’ property is not something that the average American supports and most
would be outraged by Rep. Martins answer in 2011 and no doubt he still believes that there should be no
leeway for an officer during a traffic stop.  Indeed last year’s bill was amended to allow officers some
leeway, stating that they may not stop a car for lack of insurance as the primary reason for the traffic stop
so now Martin comes back with a bill that now requires that all cops stop cars lacking insurance and
impound the vehicles.  But we all know that when police stop an illegal alien they still allow them to
drive off even though they have no drivers license or insurance.  Try that in Mexico and you will be
sitting in a dungeon waiting for your ransom to be paid.   
 
 Amend this bill so that it leaves American citizens alone and targets illegal aliens and no one will
complain but of course the State Chamber wouldn’t allow their  cheap labor source to be inconvenienced
by following our laws.
 
HB 2525 -Letting Police to pull over for auto insurance
 
 
 
The law seeks to re-invent a system already in use in the state to verify insurance during traffic stops and
accident investigations.  House leadership wants to gin up millions of dollars in ticket revenue by using
automated license plate readers.   Talk about Unlawful Search and Seizure. Since when did
Representative Martin join the Communist Party?
 
 
Apparently these idiots have never heard that computers are only as smart as the nut behind the
keyboard. The system currently in place runs through the internet, yet it repeatedly makes mistakes.
  People are constantly cited for no insurance because of a lagging or inaccurate insurance data base and
the charges are dismissed because they can verify they have insurance. Why would we want to burden
taxpayers with having to prove that the online insurance data base is wrong if they have a valid insurance
verification card in their car?
 
House leadership’s reasons become clear once we learn that the state has started a license plate scanner
program trial. Robocop light has arrived. You can read about it here:
 
Sept. 26 2011 Oklahoma Begins the License Plate Interoperability Hub Pilot | AxXiom for Liberty. 
 
State law is clear on the subject of what is the reason for, punishment for and cause for stopping a
vehicle for failure to maintain insurance. It can be found here:
 
 OSCN Found Document:Failure to Maintain Security - Failure to Provide Proof of Security - Penalties.
 
We don't need any little Stalin wanna be’s like Representative Martin trying to micro-manage things that
are already well under control.     Representative Steve Martin needs to be removed from the House of
Representatives, his beliefs are not those of Oklahomans and not those of his constituents. 
 
Now that this bill has passed through the House Public Safety Committee and will make it to the floor
for a vote we all need to raise a fuss. This is a bill that will allow the use of Highway Spy Cameras and
allow the information to be ran and stored in the Oklahoma Fusion Center so that citizens can be
retroactively tracked. Talk about Big Brother is watching…  This is it.
 
Fix the states problem and I believe you’ll find that the percentage of uninsured motorist is far less than
the alleged 25% claimed by Representative Martin. It’s actually around 12%. Harsher punishment is the
corrective action needed, not an invasion of the rights of law abiding citizens.
 
At the bottom of this newsletter is a link to a list of all the Representatives and Senators.   Please send a
mass email using Bcc along with a personalized email to your state senator and representative asking that
this bill be stopped and never brought back.  
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Here is an email list of the Public Safety Committee members that allowed this bill to survive.  Email
them and tell them in no uncertain terms that they dare not support such laws again and had better vote
against HR 2525 when it arrives on the House floor.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>, tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov,
"Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson" <pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd
Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>, josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin"
<chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey" <al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar"
<brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>, steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 

 
Holy Prison Escapes Batman, Someone Left the Gates Open

 
Speaker Steele’s Soft on Crime Agenda Moves Forward

BY R.H.
Our soft on crime Speaker and his fellow RINO Republican co-hort Representative Sue Tibbs are at it
again. Rep. Tibbs has introduced HB 2377, another soft on crime bill.  Now you may remember she co-
authored, along with the Speaker, Kris Steele, the soft on crime bill that has brought you the release of
inmates from prison starting November of 2011.  We don't have to say that this was a bad idea; a check
of the Tulsa County District Attorney’s web site shows a recidivism rate of these released criminals that
is appalling.
 
The bill covers repaying any pubic reward given for the capture and prosecution of the criminal,
investigative cost borne by the OSBI, and alcohol/drug screening. These reimbursements can be waived
if a criminal can prove that they will create a hardship.  How many criminals do you know that can’t
prove that?
 
And putting everyone through an alcohol or drug assessment program?  Why?  Shouldn’t we reserve this
for Drug and Alcohol related offenses?  It would also save the tax payer, the Department of Correction,
and the State of Oklahoma some money. The bill also expands the use of house arrest and electronic
monitoring as an alternative to hard prison time.
 
The bill contains a mandate to require one or more courses of treatment, education or rehabilitation for
any conditions or behaviors or disorders which may contribute to criminal conduct. Isn’t this nice?  They
want to coddle the criminal.   Statistics prove time and again that you can’t rehabilitate the sex offender
or pedophile.  These statistics also prove that drug and alcohol abusers will sober up when they’re ready
and not a second earlier.
 
Even more ridiculous is the idea of obtaining positive behavior modeling by a trained mentor. This is
patently absurd.  Are we going to waste tax dollars on this?   If their parents couldn’t influence their
behavior through their life, what makes these people think that a short course in positive behavior
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modeling is going to help?
 
For those convicted after November 1, 1989, they must comply with the Sex Offender Registration Act
and participate in a treatment program.  Where’s the jail time?  Does Representative Tibbs believe that
rape or pedophilia is a non violent act?    I suppose if you are than darned ugly you need not worry about
rape and if she was that ugly as a child I suppose the pedophiles left her alone as well.  Perhaps that is
the reason for her lack of empathy for crime victims.
 
Against all common sense, this bill recommends that nonviolent felony offenses be punished by
community service sentencing program.  Why not sentence these people to jail?  Violent or not, they
committed a crime.   Criminals deserve punishment, not just a slap on the wrist and placing them in a
time out.
 
The bill wants to punish those convicted of a DUI or DWI by drug and alcohol assessment, by attending
a victims impact program, attending drug/alcohol abuse programs, ignition interlock devices, and
electronic monitored home detention. Drunken driving is a serious crime that deserves hard prison time
after a couple of convictions and you really have to work hard to go to prison for drunk driving as it is.
 I've known people that were killed by drunk drivers, treating drunks like a teenager is a slap in the face
for their victims and those left behind.
 
For domestic abuse cases, they want to send the convicted to counseling services along with their prison
time.  Here’s a novel idea, how about tougher sentences?
 
A habitual or aggravated sex offender shall be supervised by the D. O. C. and assigned to a global
position monitoring device by the D. O. C. for the duration of the time he is registration period on the
Sex Offenders List.  Why isn’t the legislature seeking a law that would lock up habitual offenders for
life?  Not just sex offenders, but all repeat felony offenders?
 
Under this proposed law a convicted individual waiting to go to prison is placed on home monitoring and
after 2 years can be let off if they can’t find a bed for him at a penitentiary. This is an excuse not to build
more prisons.
 
In conclusion this bill is designed to turn criminals out on the streets of Oklahoma.  This bill will raise
the crime rate in the state and lower the standard of living in the state. This bill will not protect
Oklahomans from the criminal element of society and should be voted down.  It has been referred to the
Public Safety Committee, the same bunch that allowed Representative Martin’s HB 2525 bill to pass. 
Contact the entire committee and demand that this bill be killed.  Copy and paste this into your email
browser using the Bcc field and contact all of them using one email.  While you are at it, tell them that if
they voted for Martin’s HB 2525 that they should be worried about their election and if they dare to vote
for HB 2525 on the House floor they will have a well funded opponent in the primary election.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>, tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov,
"Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson" <pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd
Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>, josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin"
<chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey" <al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar"
<brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>, steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 

 
Taking Care of the Poor or Milking Old People of Their Life’s

Savings?
Ms. D.B.

    And so it came to be that in the story from ancient Greek mythology that Perseus set out with
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intentions of destroying the evil monster in disguise.  The monster's disguise and identity thus revealed to
him with the help of the gods he set out equipped in armor and with the ability to see through all
misrepresentations of meaningless nature or untruths.
 
Perseus succeeded in the mission and afterward he fled after declaring his victory but soon realized that
he had been followed by two demons of the same design.  The two other monsters of the same makeup
would require yet another battle, a victory battle that the gods would once again assist in the removal of
obstacles and enable transparencies..
 
And so it is with HB 2844, HB 2270, and HB 2846, all three will have to be tracked down and killed one
by one.  With 3 people working towards the same cause you would think they could have come up with a
more appropriate title.  These three bills are all related in the fact that they involve the long term care
facilities, nursing homes.
 
Three representatives have introduced these bills:  Cox , Ownbey,  and Jackson.  The titles are not only
misleading but are designed except to extract money from nursing home residents.  These bills set up a
state treasury fund, yet are actually a fee, AKA a state tax.  It appears to be a big melting pot of funds
that isn’t focused on the area of law that the title refers to. 
 
It is just another state money pool and by all meaning of the word a tax.  A mandatory monthly fee based
on a percentage = tax.  In the meat of the bills it lists all the many places that the fees could or could not
end up.  It would have shown more integrity to simply call it what it is:  a state tax on long term care
(nursing homes).  To try to weave this in by hiding behind the seniors is ugly.     
 
 Now public enemy number one for the elderly is Alzheimer’s.  This disease has brought an entirely new
category to senior citizens in the U.S., another category with entirely different issues and needs.  They
don't belong in nursing homes.  That's when the Assisted Living facilities popped up everywhere.
 Medicare won't touch them, and not having them involved  means little regulations.  They have been
taken advantage for years by outrageous cost, etc. all because the system is obsolete. 
 
It is a sad thing to see these precious people who worked hard, paid their taxes, raised their families,
fought previous wars to protect the freedoms we have today and trusted and believed in a system that
they were promised., only to be  used , abused, and ignored and let down.   They are viewed as a cash
cow to be milked till their retirement funds are gone or their pension checks run out.
 
This may be the first of many worm/virus to be discovered within the Governor's much publicized
budget plan. If this is all you can come up with trash it.
 
 

 
 

Scottish Law Infiltrates Oklahoma 
By R.H.

 
The social justice agenda has come up again in HB 2376. Representative Tibbs is doing her best to see to
it that the prison population is given every break they can get.   Of course the House leadership supports
these moves; they fit right in with Speaker Steele’s social justice agenda. Now I can understand the want
and desire to save money, and they say that copper wiring was invented by two Scotsmen fighting over a
found penny, but how is this going to save money? When criminals are let out and their needs are
provided by public assistance, which is paid for with tax dollars, the only one that benefits are those that
have broken the law.
 
Like what happened with the Pam Am flight 103/Lockerbie terror bombing terrorist,  this bill would give
medical parole to inmates who are presumed to be dying, near death, or “No longer a threat to public
safety.”  This is nuts.  Who makes the call on whether or not they are no longer a danger to the public. 
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Do we end up releasing someone like Abdel Basset Ali Megrahi,  the Lockerbie, Scotland case?
 
 Compassion is one thing, Idiocy is another.  Let these criminals rot in jail in discomfort like their victims
have rotted in their graves.  
The law does states that this would not apply to person serving a sentence of life without parole, but
that’s not good enough. This bill is an insult to the law abiding Oklahomans and should be killed in
committee. Knowing that it is supported by the Speaker, it will sail through committee to the House
floor.
 
Contact the committee that is to hear this bill, once again the Public Safety Committee (are you seeing a
pattern here?) and tell them to vote no on this bill.  Don’t address all the bills in one email, send them
three separate emails, bury them in emails so that they get the idea that Oklahomans don’t want soft on
crime legislation.
 
"Sue Tibbs" <suetibbs@okhouse.gov>, "Steve Martin" <stevemartin@okhouse.gov>,
john.bennett@okhouse.gov, "Doug Cox" <dougcox@okhouse.gov>, "Fred Jordan"
<fred.jordan@okhouse.gov>, "Pat Ownbey" <pat.ownbey@okhouse.gov>, "Paul Roan"
<paulroan@okhouse.gov>, "Ed Cannaday" <ed.cannaday@okhouse.gov>, tommy.hardin@okhouse.gov,
"Charlie Joyner" <charlie.joyner@okhouse.gov>, "Pam Peterson" <pampeterson@okhouse.gov>, "Todd
Thomsen" <todd.thomsen@okhouse.gov>, josh.cockroft@okhouse.gov, "Chuck Hoskin"
<chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov>, "Al McAffrey" <al.mcaffrey@okhouse.gov>, "Brian Renegar"
<brian.renegar@okhouse.gov>, steve.vaughan@okhouse.gov.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to Grove We Go
by Ms P.M.

 
HB 2470 authored by Representative Cox sure seems like a good ole' fashioned pork sandwich for Grove
Oklahoma.
 
As the proposed bill reads the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority must do a feasibility study for both of these
items; a four lane spur and upgrading the interchange on the Will Rogers Turnpike at Adair.  The
scalawags' will waive these feasibility studies if the OTA will begin construction on or before October 1,
2012.  If this isn't pushing some weight around I don't know what is.
 
It's about 45 miles from Adair to Grove, but...that is going northeast up the turnpike and southeast to
Grove.  Are we going "Over the River and Through the Woods" before we get to grandmas house?  If so,
there is no mention of a very expensive bridge, which means we're in for more rate increases once this
pork-a-sorus is built.
 

 
I asked myself, "self, who gets the money for these here turnpikes?" Well it ain't Oklahoma. Bondholders
are the ones that collect the interest on the bonds loaned to build them... and the long term cost will be
triple the actual cost to build the turnpike plus all the nice, fat bond sales fees that State Chamber
members get to charge.   But there is a covenant and if the OTA ever were to default, the bondholders
can take over.  A real dumb way to operate considering these bondholders come from all over the world.
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 Other states have it set up that bondholders can sue but not take over.  Could it be that bondholders and
OTA have too much power over state transportation issues?  Why can't we get these bonds paid back and
stop building turnpikes?  Why is it these roads will forever be toll roads?  
 
Did you know that our pork butt Governor is the only person with power to reform the OTA? Yup, she
appoints the director and the board who make the decisions.
 
Rumor has it that Representative Cox was caught behind the smokehouse sharing "Little Smokies"
recipes with Lee Denney.  Mmmm, bacon wrapped pork sausages and turnpike bonds as a side dish. 
 
 What started out as a one toll-road connecting OKC and Tulsa, has, after sixty three years turned into a
cash cow Oklahoma drivers are still paying for.  Not bad for something that is now supposed to be free.
 Oklahoma comes in second in the nation for miles of toll roads.
 
Here is the hysterical timeline to see where it all started and where we are today. Not a pretty picture so
hop in that bathtub and repeat after me, "Calgon, take me away".
 
Representative Cox really is as dumb as a box of rocks, this bill states it is immediately necessary for the
preservation of public peace, health and safety and is an emergency. I'd hate to know what would happen
if he had to go to the bathroom.
 

 
 

Thugs in Suits Threaten
Tulsa Area Representative

 
Last month we saw the unprecedented letter sent out by Representative Gus Blackwell demanding an
investigation into the Kris Steele/Comp Source scandal.  The letter was signed by around 16 Republican
and Democrat House members.  Last week saw one of those legislators send out a quasi retraction and an
apology to Speaker Kris Steele for signing the investigation demand letter.  Representative David Derby,
Owasso, issued the quasi retraction on February 8th and it doesn’t read like a letter from a man able to
speak his own mind:
 
 
From: David Derby
Sent: Wednesday, February 08, 2012 8:43 PM
To: Representatives
Subject:

Dear Members,

I would like to thank you for your time in reading this letter.  I know that we are extremely busy this time of the year and I value
your time very much.  I am writing this letter to my fellow members with a burdened heart.
 
As you know earlier this year Rep. Blackwell published a letter calling into question Speaker Steele's alleged actions relating to
Rep Christian's worker compensation claim. Although I do not agree with Rep Christian that this vehicle accident should be
covered under workman's comp, I, nevertheless, signed Rep. Blackwell's letter because of my general concerns over releasing
personal medical information under HIPPA. You all know that I am finishing   Pharmacy school, and it has been drilled into us
that HIPAA information is very important to protect, and that colored my decision to sign the letter.  Upon reflecting on this
decision, I realized that I acted impulsively. I have thought, prayed, sought wise counsel, and re-examined this entire situation.

I do not believe the Speaker has engaged in any impropriety relating to Mike's claim, nor do I think it warrants an
investigation.   I certainly think Mike has every right to assert his claim, even if I don't agree with it. I wish him no ill whatsoever.
I just don't see anything malignant here.
I think I was wrong in signing that letter. I have apologized to Speaker who gracefully accepted.  I would like to extend that
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apology to the rest of my colleagues.

Very Respectfully,

David Derby
 
Representative Derby would have us believe that a man smart enough to get elected and to complete
pharmacy school would impulsively sign a letter attacking the integrity of one of the highest officials in
the  state without having some evidence that it was the correct thing to do.   He then asks us to believe
him when he retracts his support, claiming that “I do not believe that the Speaker has engaged in any
impropriety…” without offering any explanation of what evidence he received that changed his mind on
the need for an investigation into the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.
 
What happened was that thugs in suits paid Representative David Derby a visit.  He was threatened by
Committee Chairmen at the direction of the Speaker that if he didn’t retract his support for the Kris
Steele/worker Comp scandal he would have all his bills killed in committee and would be declared
persona non grata by House leadership.
 
Now we all know that Derby didn’t file a bill that Speaker Designate TW Shannon didn’t approve of,
they were ran by Shannon before being filed, so there was nothing wrong with Derby’s bills.  Looks to
me like some government modernization bills, a public safety bill, a workers comp bill, misdemeanor
drug court bill, a minor property valuation notice bill, a pharmacy type bill, eliminating tax credits bill,
nothing that is really controversial.
 
So the squeeze got put on Derby by Speaker Kris Steele’s henchmen who know that with the TW
Shannon Speaker position hanging by two to three votes they can have another bite at the apple if they
can peel off a few Shannon allies using threats or promises.  So Derby decides that he needs to throw a
fellow legislator Mike Christian under the buss in order to save a few bills.
 
Derby knows better than to question Representative Christian’s right to collect on his car wreck injuries
while on legislative duty.   Derby himself collects mileage and per diem because he is past the 50 mile
limit and the House recognizes that his actual duty station for his job is in Owasso Oklahoma, not
Oklahoma City or they wouldn’t pay him for his own travel.
 
 
  However, what about those employees that don’t actually drive to an office or plant to work?  People
like salesmen, traveling craftsmen, or consultants?  Even the IRS allows car expenses once you reach
your duty station if you are a construction worker, you drive on your own dime to the first job site or to
the first location where you pick up tools or materials and then get mileage for travel the rest of the day.
 
Derby basically caved in on his fellow conservatives rather than have difficulties getting his bills heard.   
He hasn’t been one to make a public stand and take heat for his values but he has been in the background
quietly voting our way.  He is going to have to learn that if you are in the foxhole you have to fight or get
shot, if not by the enemy then by your own officers.  You don’t think that officers in the military carry
pistols for personal protection do you?  Nope, they carry them to shoot those that hide rather than doing
their duty.
 
However in David Derby’s defense it must me mentioned that he was unaware of recent developments in
the Kris Steele/workers comp scandal.  At least one legislator has reported that Ashely Kemp, the House
General Counsel, has admitted to legislators that she was directed to attend a meeting with Bob Burk, a
workers comp mediator involved in the Mike Christian workers comp case.   She allegedly admitted that
there was a tentative offer on the table for Mike Christian but that she was ordered to request that Comp
Source reject the offer. 
 
Another report fingers Speaker Kris Steele’s press secretary John Estus as the man that provided personal
and private information on Mike Christian to Nolan Clay of the Oklahoman.   We have reported on the
close association between Estus and Clay, and the fact that Estus  himself was recently an Oklahoman
reporter.
 
 
Give Representative Derby a call or email and try to put some lead in his pencil.  If you are a constituent
tell him that he should be more afraid of you and the Tea Party than of a twisted little man that just
happens to have a bad temper.   Speaker Steele can certainly have bills killed but he can’t vote for you in
the coming primary election.  Steele might have his Chamber of Commerce cronies throw money to
Derby’s opponent but he won’t get out and walk the precincts exposing your voting record or you refusal
to stand your ground.
 
david.derby@okhouse.gov       (405) 557-7377     
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CAIR and the Anti-Shariah Law Amendment 

 
Considering the surprising amount of uproar over CAIR and the recent “Understanding the Threat to
America” seminar we recently wrote about, you will no doubt remember that CAIR was identified as an
unindicted co-conspirator and Muslim Brotherhood front organization in the U.S. vs. The Holy Land
Foundation trial in a Dallas federal court. In going through the voluminous amount of damning evidence
provided to the attendees of the seminar, we ran across another shocking document that was particularly
interesting in light of the recent 10th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling striking down the “Anti-Shariah”
constitutional amendment passed by 70 % of Oklahoma voters.
 
In case you haven’t read the 10th Circuit’s opinion, the court identified the complainant, Muneer Awad,
as a member of CAIR. Further, despite the fact that the constitutional amendment addressed the threat of
SHARIAH LAW, the court went on to say that if the law was enacted, Awad would likely suffer
condemnation by the government of his RELIGION in violation of his constitutional rights. Take a look
at another document the FBI found when they the raided the Elbarasse home and seized the “Archives of
the Muslim Brotherhood in America” hidden in a secret sub-basement, which we wrote about two weeks
ago, and see what you think about the Muslim Brotherhood’s true opinion of the United States
Constitution.
 
Another document seized by the FBI is entitled “Phases of the World Underground Movement Plan.” It
specifies the five phases of the Muslim Brotherhood Movement in North America. They are described,
together with comments about the MB’s progress in realizing each goal as follows:
 
Phase One: Phase of discreet and secret establishment of leadership.
 
Phase Two: Phase of gradual appearance on the public scene and exercising and utilizing various
public activities (It greatly succeeded in implementing this stage). It also succeeded in achieving
a great deal of its important goals, such as infiltrating various sectors of the Government, gaining
religious institutions and embracing senior scholars. Gaining public support and sympathy.
Establishing a shadow government (secret) within the Government.
 
Phase Three: Escalation phase, prior to conflict and confrontation with the rulers, through utilizing
mass media. Currently in progress.
 
Phase Four: Open public confrontation with the Government through exercising the political
pressure approach. It is aggressively implementing the above-mentioned approach. Training on the
use of weapons domestically and overseas in anticipation of zero-hour. It has noticeable activities
in this regard.
 
Phase Five: Seizing power to establish their Islamic Nation under which all parties and Islamic
groups are united.
 
Remember, friends, CAIR has been identified as a Muslim Brotherhood front organization. Tell me,
based upon the above document, does it sound to you that the Muslim Brotherhood gives a rip about our
Constitutional rights? Why do we allow an organization that advocates “Seizing power to establish
their Islamic Nation” by use of force to operate here in America?
 
We’ll take a closer look at this and other documents in the weeks to come but remember, CAIR has
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invited your state legislators to their Annual Conference on March 31st. If you don’t think your elected
officials should be doing business with CAIR, why don’t you let them know how you feel? Stay tuned
here to find out which legislators attend. Shariah Law, coming soon to a neighborhood near you,
compliments of CAIR.
 
By the way, what Phase do you think we are in?
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use Bcc in

your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they won't know who else

got the email.

 

Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:

 

Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  

 

Here is the Senate Directory

 

Here is the House Directory
 
 
 

  

  

Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to prevent someone

from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent

being accidently  unsubscribed.

  

Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We are

tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very best to

clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country.

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Judy Earnheart 
To: Governor Info 
Subject: Fw: This so awful and so bad that it must be true and you are not going to like i t! 
Date: Thursday, August 02, 2012 4:03:34 PM 

From~ 
Sent: ~ust 02, 2012 12:56 PM 
Subject: This so awful and so bad that it must be true and you are not going to like i t ! 

IF THIS IS REMOTELY TRUE WE ARE DEAD IN THE WATER. SO, 
DOES THIS MEAN THAT NOW I'M ALMOST 78 THAT THESE LAME 
BRAINED FOOLS IN D.C. WILL TAKE MONEY FROM MY BANK 
ACCOUNT AND GIVE IT TO SOME ILLEGAL NUT JOB?? I'VE 
SIGNED MY DEATH WISHES AND HE/THEY HA VE NO BUSINESS IN 
MAKING A N Y DECISIONS CON CERNING MY LAST WTSJIES/ ! ! 

EVERY DAY THE IDIOTS AT ABC/NBC/CBS AND ASSORTED OTHER 
LIBERAL STATIONS IGNORE AND DO NOT MENTION OR PRINT 
THE EXACT THING THIS ADMINISTRATION IS DOING. THEY ARE 
REPORTING ANY OF THE MISTAKES OF TIDS PRESIDENT. THEY 
ARE SERVING UP NEWS AS THEY WOULD WANT IT. AND TIDS 
TOTAL MISTAKE IS UPSET ABOUT SOME COMEDIANS MAKING 
USE OF HIS GAFFES, STUMBLES, AND SOME OF THE SPEECHES 
THAT WE'VE ALL SEEN HIM MAKE AND THEN DENY HE SAID IT?!! 
HE'S SO IN LOVE WITH HIM SELF THAT HE TIDNKS HE SHOULD 
NEVER HA VE ANYTIDNG SAID ABOUT HIM EVEN IN JEST? OMG, 
UNLESS IT IS WORSHIPFUL?? I EXPECT HIM TO SLIP OUT OF THE 
WIDTE HOUSE ANY DAY IN THE MUSLIM GARB AND TRY TO 
SWAY PEOPLE TO BELIEVE AS HE DOES. HE REALLY THINKS HE 
CAN CHANGE MY MIND?? I DON'T THINK SO.MJK 
YOU ARE NOT GOING TO LIKE THIS ... 

At age 76 when you most need it, you are not eligible for cancer 
treatment 

see page 272 
What Nancy Pelosi didn 't want us to know until after tlte healthcare 

bill was passed. Remember site said, ''pass it and then read 
it!!. " Here it is! 

Obama Care Highlighted by Page N umber 
TIIE CARE BILL BB 3200 

JUDGE KITIDL IS TIIE 2ND OFFICIAL WHO HAS OUTLINED TIIESE PARTS OF THE CARE 
BILL. 
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Judge       Kithil of  Marble Falls,  TX -  highlighted the 
                most egregious pages 
                of HB3200

Please     read this........ especially 
                the reference to pages 58 & 59 

  
JUDGE KITHIL wrote: 
  
** 
                Page 50/section 152:  The bill will provide insurance to 
                all non-U.S. residents, even if they are here illegally. 

** 
                Page 58 and 59: The government will have real-time access to an 
                individual's bank account and will have the authority to make 
                electronic fund transfers from those accounts. 

** 
                Page 65/section 164:  The plan will be subsidized (by the 
                government) for all union members, union retirees and for 
                community organizations (such as the Association 
                of Community Organizations for Reform Now - 
                ACORN). 

** 
                Page 203/line 14-15:  The tax imposed under this section 
                will not be treated as a tax.  (How could anybody in their 
                right mind come up with that?) 

** 
                Page 241 and 253:  Doctors will all be paid the same 
                regardless of specialty, and the government will set all 
                doctors' fees. 

** 
                Page 272. section 1145: Cancer hospital will ration care 
                according to the patient's age. 

** 
                Page 317 and 321: The government will impose a prohibition on 
                hospital expansion; however, communities may petition for an 
                exception. 

** 
                Page 425, line 4-12: The government mandates advance-care 
                planning consultations.  Those on Social Security will be 
                required to attend an "end-of-life planning" seminar every five 
                years. (Death counseling..) 

** 
                Page 429,  line 13-25:  The government will specify 
                which doctors can write an end-of-life order.
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HAD         ENOUGH????  Judge Kithil then goes on to identify: 

"Finally,     it is specifically stated that this bill will not apply to 
                members of Congress.  Members of Congress are already 
                exempt from the Social Security system, and have a well-funded 
                private plan that covers their retirement needs. If they were on 
                our Social Security plan, I believe they would find a very quick 
                'fix' to make the plan financially sound for their future." 
   

                -    Honorable 
                David Kithil of Marble Falls ,  Texas
All                of the above should 
                give you the ammo you need to support your opposition to 
                Obamacare. Please send this information on to all of your email 
                contacts. 
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From: Robert Quinn
To:
Subject: Fw: Top 5 Reasons (To Vote for Romney/Ryan in 2012)
Date: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 2:08:59 AM

 

 

 
----- Original Message -----

From: Neil Turner

To: Neil Turner

Sent: Sunday, October 14, 2012 12:51 AM

Subject: Top 5 Reasons (To Vote for Romney/Ryan in 2012)

Citizens for the Constitution;

October 15, 2012

 

If you don’t like any of the candidates running for the Office of President and Vice

President, you currently have the FREEDOM to do nothing (not vote).

 

QUESTION: What good is your FREEDOM to do nothing, … if you soon find that you no

longer have the Freedom to express yourself at all – including doing nothing.

 

In the short video below, Ms. Janet Porter, former Romney critic, gives us 5 succinct

reasons for not exercising our (almost-extinct) FREEDOM to do nothing.

 

First, she mentions 3 things that Mormons don’t believe in:

 

1.    They don’t believe you have to blow up people to get to heaven;

2.    They don’t belive in ‘holy jihad’;

3.    They don’t believe that Sharia Law can co-exist with the Supreme Law of our Land

– the Constitution;

 

Then she calmly and succintly lays out the top 5 areas wherin the Romney/Ryan ticket

is diametrically opposed to the Obama/Biden ticket:

   or      

 

1.    LIFE:Obama favors partial birth abortion and leaving them to die if ‘undesired’,

with his support of the misnamed ‘Born Alive Infant Protection Act’. And with

ObamaCare, everyone (unless you’re a member of the Muslim Party, or of

Congress) is forced to pay for the abortions of everyone else. (Romney/Ryan

support LIFE);

2.    MARRIAGE: 32 of the 50 States favor enforcement of DOMA (Defense of Marriage

Act), while Obama defies the law and refuses to enforce it. (Romney/Ryan support

DOMA and MARRIAGE);

3.    ISRAEL: Obama denies and distances us from our staunchest ally in the fight for

survival against Islam and Sharia Law. (Romney/Ryan support ISRAEL);
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4.    FREEDOM of SPEECH: Obama and Hillary apoligized to the Muslim world for our

FREEDOM of SPEECH rights. (If Christians publicy state that they believe that

Jesus is the only way Heaven – they say it should be banned as anti-Islamic

speech!). (Romney/Ryan support the 1st Amendment and FREEDOM of SPEECH);

5.    AMERICA: Obama defends having 46 million on Food Stamps – a 70% increase

since 2007, and his administering over the longest period of joblessness since the

Great Depression over 70 years ago. (Romney/Ryan support AMERICA). 

NOTE: Saving foundering companies – and a foundering Nation – is too complex to

be explained in a few short sound bites. So when Obama/Biden supporters demand

to know ‘what’s in the Romney/Ryan plan’, tell them it’s like a “Pelosi Plan: you

have to elect them to find out what’s in it.”  Surely they can understand that.

Top 5 Reasons (To Vote for Romney/Ryan in 2012)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eILPwSOtXxI&feature=player_embedded#!

In Liberty and In Truth.

Neil B. Turner

Citizens for the Constitution
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Tragone, Buchanan: Boehner makes cliff counter offer; Michigan panel blocks state run health insurance exchange; UN treaty on disabilities

expected to fail; A time for choosing for Steve Scalise
Date: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 1:07:42 PM

 
 
From: Daily Events
Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 10:54 AM
To: efarm
Subject: Tragone, Buchanan: Boehner makes cliff counter offer; Michigan panel blocks state run health insurance exchange; UN
treaty on disabilities expected to fail; A time for choosing for Steve Scalise
 

If you are on a mobile device or cannot view the images in this message, click here to view the email in your Web browser.

To ensure delivery to your inbox please add HumanEventsDaily@email.humanevents.com to your address book or Safe Senders list.
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December 04, 2012

New For Today New Story 1 New Story 2 New Story 3 New Story 4

Boehner makes
cliff counter offer
»

Fiscal cliff update,
Dec. 4 »

Michigan panel blocks
state run health
insurance exchange »

Lesson for fiscal cliff
negotiators: Look to Tip
and Reagan »

GOOD MORNING TO EVERYONE!

The biggest fiscal cliff news of today will probably by the
counteroffer on the budget offered late yesterday by House
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio). The Republican
leadership's plan, which seeks to raise revenues without
substantial changes in marginal tax rates, isn't winning any
friends in the White House, but it has put President Obama
in the rare position of responding to a GOP proposal rather
than criticizing the Republicans for not offering ideas.

Also – news from Michigan on their attempt to block the
state run health exchange and a look at the historical
implications of the fiscal cliff, including Patrick J.
Buchanan's take on how Republicans should negotiate.

Talk to you all tomorrow, 

-- Adam Tragone, Managing Editor
 

 
Fiscal cliff update, Dec. 4
By: Human Events staff

Boehner parries. | READ MORE »

Boehner makes cliff counter offer
By: David Harsanyi

TODAY'S SPONSOR

NOT A SUBSCRIBER?
Sign up for the Daily Events Newsletter today!

HUMAN EVENTS VIDEO
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Republicans complied, offering what they say is a
more reasonable path forward than the Obama
administration's tax-heavy offer. | READ MORE »

Bipartisan support for flawed UN treaty
By: Dan Holler, Heritage Action for America

The key question for Reid is whether he can convince
enough senators who signed the letter to flip. 
| READ MORE »

Michigan panel blocks state run health
insurance exchange 
By: Neil W. McCabe

Gov. Snyder said if the legislature takes action
authorizing a state-based exchange, then Michigan
may exercise its option for the proposed MI Health
Marketplace and that he had not yet filed a
declaration letter formally choosing Michigan's path. 
| READ MORE »

AROUND THE WEB: WHAT'S DRIVING THE DISCUSSION
 
Paul Ryan and Marco Rubio makeovers

Rubio will lay out some policy ideas at the Kemp Foundation dinner, where
he'll receive the group's second leadership award. The first winner: Paul
Ryan. | READ MORE »

The Who's Townshend: "I'm a bit of a neo-con"

"I thought he [Romney] was throwing the money in such buckets and I
thought Obama looked, looked tired," Townshend said of the presidential
election. | READ MORE »

U.N. disabilities treaty expected to fail in Senate

Democrats made a last-ditch effort to secure the two-thirds vote for
ratification of the United Nations convention, but appeared to be well short
of that mark ahead of Tuesday's scheduled vote. | READ MORE »

 

Neil W. McCabe on the Big Picture
with Thom Hartmann
Nov. 29, 2012

WATCH THIS VIDEO »

FROM THE HUMAN EVENTS BLOG

007 culture
Dec. 4, 2012

The one thing about Bond that has never changed is his
elegance | READ MORE »

MORE BLOG HEADLINES

• Abandon hope all ye American male, white heteros who
enter this classroom
Dec. 3, 2012

• A time for choosing for Steve Scalise
Dec. 2, 2012
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Travel pool #10 - speech in Hollywood FL
Date: Sunday, November 04, 2012 3:46:57 PM

 
From: Tangi QUEMENER [mailto:Tangi.QUEMENER@afp.com] 
Sent: Sunday, November 04, 2012 04:37 PM
To: Cunnane, Pat; Aberger, Marie 
Subject: Travel pool #10 - speech in Hollywood FL 
 
Hollywood, Florida
 
Shortly after 4:00 PM, POTUS took the stage, welcomed by a raucous crowd after being introduced
by a young woman from Cuban and Colombian descent whose mother worked at a GM dealership.
She was able to get coverage for her kidney disease last year thanks to “Obamacare”, and had two
reasons to be grateful to the president, she said.
Sunny, warm weather, 81°F, and low humidity for Florida. Huge palm trees stood in the backdrop as
a power generator was humming in the distance. Two thirds of the football field, home of the
“Mustangs”, as well as the roughly 40 ft. high bleachers on each side, were packed with enthusiastic
and vocal supporters, many of them toting “Forward!” signs. Some of them, behind POTUS, used
them to protect themselves from the sun. POTUS, no tie, rolled up sleeves, seemed happy and
playful as he delivered his standard stump speech with a few variations. Many attendees shouted
“That’s right!”, “Yeah”, “Four more years!”, “I love you!”, “We’ve got your back!”. When POTUS
spoke about the First Lady, a woman yelled “I love Michelle!”
Speech was a wrap at 4:28. Pool heading back to vans as POTUS works the crowd.
 
Tangi Quéméner
White House Correspondent
Agence France-Presse
1 (202) 414-0599
Cell 1 (202) 460-0316
Twitter @TangiQuemener
 

This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and  intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have received this
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from your system. If
you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this
email.

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at
http://www.afp.com
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: travel pool #11
Date: Thursday, October 11, 2012 6:49:37 PM

 
From: David Boyer [mailto:dboyer@washingtontimes.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2012 07:44 PM
To: Cunnane, Pat 
Subject: travel pool #11 
 
The president was introduced to the fundraiser crowd at 7:18 p.m. in a ballroom at 
the Marriott hotel in downtown Miami. There's a large American flag on the wall, to 
the right of the stage, lit by spotlights.

Mr. Obama thanked many Florida officials, and former Gov. Charlie Crist.

"We've got some work to do. We've got an election to win. Everything we fought for 
in 2008 is on the line in 2012. I'm going to need your help to finish what we 
started."

Big cheer for the line, "al Qaeda is on its heels and Osama bin Laden is dead."

He listed his achievements as per the usual stump speech, including:

"We passed health -care reform so your insurance companies can't jerk you around 
anymore."

"When Gov. Romney said 'let's let Detroit go bankrupt,' we declined his business 
advice."

"Even in the most hard-pressed state like Florida, we're finally seeing home values 
starting to pick up again." 

"Too many homes are still underwater." But "We have come too far to turn back 
now."

"Why would we go backwards? that is not an option. I won't allow that to happen. 
You can't allow that to happen. And that's why I'm running for a second term as 
president of the United States."

He went through his riff about Romney being "severely kidding" instead of "severely 
conservative."

"He even said that he loves the most important parts of Obamacare. Loves 'em."

"When he's asked about the cost of his $5 trillion tax plan, he pretends it doesn't 
exist. What $5 trillion tax plan?"

"He will say whatever it takes to close the deal. Florida, part of our task over the 
next four weeks is to let him know that we remember."
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"His plan will not create jobs, it will not help the middle class. We cannot go back to 
what we were doing. We've got to keep moving forward. I see a vision for the future 
in which everybody gets a fair shot…."

"I wasn't born into wealth and fame. You hadn't heard the Obama name…." his 
voice trailed off as the crowd laughed. "First time you heard it, you thought I might 
be Japanese? Italian? Who knows?"

Somebody called out "Latino!"

"Latino," he said in agreement.

the crowd gave him a rousing standing ovation when he talked about his plans for 
education.

He promised to cut the deficit by $4 trillion "in a sensible way," including tax 
increases for families earning more than $250,000.

"If we're going to be serious about reducing the deficit, then we've got to make 
choices."

Of Romney: "He said 'don't worry, new tax cuts will pay for themselves.' That is 
what we heard exactly from President Bush."

"You can't afford to turn away now."

Sometimes, he said, people get cynical and wonder, "Is change really possible? You 
can't succumb to that. When your voices aren't heard, then somebody else fills the 
void."

"That sign, 'Forward', that's a message to me but it's also a message to you."

"You will see me working harder than I ever worked in my life." he spoke of 
everyday people struggling to make it who deserve someone in Washington fighting 
for them.

We are moving, forward, toward the motorcade vans at 7:45 p.m.

Dave Boyer

The Washington Times

dboyer@washingtontimes.com

202-604-0998 cell

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive 
use of the 
individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged 
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and 
confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this 
transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying 
of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, 
disclosure or 
distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden.
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Travel pool #8
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 10:14:18 PM

----- Original Message -----
From: Tangi QUEMENER [mailto:Tangi.QUEMENER@afp.com]
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2012 11:06 PM
To: Rangel, Antoinette N.
Subject: Travel pool #8

New York City

At 9:50 PM, Pool was ushered into the superb Amsterdam Theater where Bill 
Clinton already had started a speech before 1,700 people. In less than 8 
minutes, he mostly rehashed his earlier talking points, especially accusing 
the Republicans to endorse European economic policies.

POTUS entered the stage at 10 PM sharp, to very loud cheers and applause. 
Just like at the Waldorf event, President Clinton sat 10 feet away from him 
on a chair. 

POTUS started his 31 minute speech with a funny story about how a while back 
he got tonight's show's producer to lend him a mustache so he could get out 
of the bubble and take an incognito walk through Central Park, unfortunately 
the Secret Service said "it didn't look good enough".
But he said that he kept the mustache, "just in case, in a second term"...

An interesting slip of the tongue from POTUS on Mitt Romney. He called him 
"George Romney" and struggled to regain his composure as the crowd was 
giggling.
"Governor Romney... has had great success in his life and he's raised a 
beautiful family", he corrected. "But he has a theory about the economy that 
basically says, if I'm maximizing returns for my investors, for wealthy 
individuals like myself, then everybody's going to be better off."
POTUS derided comments by Romney that "productivity equals income."
"America has become incredibly productive. People are working harder than 
ever", he added. 

On the election rhetoric from the Republicans, POTUS also lamented that 
"it's hard sometimes to get the facts out. There's lots of bugs on the 
windshield, sometimes!"

"Folks are still hurting, and this has been a long slog for people... That's 
compounded by 500 million dollars in Super-PAC negative ads (that will run) 
over the course of the next 5 months, that will try to feed all those fears, 
those anxieties and that frustration. That's basically the argument that the 
other side is making. They're not offering anything new, they're just 
saying, things are tough, it's Obama's fault!"
"There's no vision for the future there, no imagination"
He wrapped on the familiar tune of 
"I'm more determined than I've ever been to finish what we started".

Speech was over at 10:32 PM. Pool left as POTUS worked the crowd and the 
motorcade is rolling to Landing zone at 11:04. Big crowds again on Broadway 
and major crossings.

Some more POTUS quotes from the Waldorf event earlier:

POTUS said that the surpluses that Clinton left were "wasted away on tax 
cuts who didn’t need them and who didn’t ask for them".

Also said that "the recklessness of a few almost bring the entire system to 
collapse" in '08.

Mitt Romney has "seen enormous financial success, God bless him for that, 
he’s got a wonderful family"

"But his vision of how we move this country forward is, as Bill Clinton 
said, the same as the previous administration, except on steroids"

"When you look about the budget they put forward, they're not just talking 
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about rolling back Obamacare, they're talking about rolling back the new 
deal, that’s not an exaggeration"

"Even when it comes to their big issue of deficit and debt... The truth is, 
the two presidents over the last 30 years, 40 years, who had the lowest rate 
of government spending, you’re looking at them right here, they’re on this 
stage."

Tangi Quéméner
White House Correspondent
Agence France-Presse
Cell 1 (202) 460-0316
This e-mail, and any file transmitted with it, is confidential and  intended 
solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If 
you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete 
the email from your system. If you are  not the named addressee you should 
not disseminate, distribute or copy  this email.

For more information on Agence France-Presse, please visit our web site at 
http://www.afp.com
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: Travel pool #8//BlogHer remarks
Date: Thursday, August 02, 2012 4:07:24 PM

 
From: David Nakamura [mailto:nakamurad@washpost.com] 
Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2012 04:59 PM
To: Cunnane, Pat 
Subject: Travel pool #8//BlogHer remarks 
 

Obama, still presumably somewhere at Rollins College, though pool was not told where,

addressed the BlogHer Conference, going on in New York City, through a closed circuit

video feed. His remarks are as follows, please check against transcript for accuracy:  

"I wanted to congratulate everybody on your biggest conference yet. Even thought I

couldn’t be with you in person I wanted to say thank you. Like every father, I think about

role models out there for my daughters and worry about what they might run into online.

The fact that Sasha and Maila can go to BlogHer and find thousands of women blogging

about food, health, politic and careers means a lot to me." 

"Women’s issues are front and center as they should be. But the conversation has been

oversimplified a bit. Anyone who has spend time at your conference would realize that

women are not a monolithic bloc, not an interest group. You make up more than half our

country and our workforce, not to mention 80 percent my household if you count my

mother-in-law."

"Any discussion of what women face begins with my life story. My mom, a single mother

put herself through school and made sure my sister and I earned our education too. My

grandmother worked her way up from secretary to vice president of the local bank, even

though she hit the glass ceiling."

 "When Michelle and I got married and had our girls, we wanted to give our all to raise a

family and have careers. We often wished we had a machine to be two places at one

time. As a father, my highlight was asking my girls about their days. … Every decision I

make is to make sure our daughters, like our sons, grow up in a country where they can

do anything they set their minds to and grow up in a country where more doors will open

than they did for previous generation." 

(He talked about the Lilly Ledbetter Act, as the first bill he signed into law) "And now I

want to strengthen those protections. It’s why we extended more loans to women-owned

businesses and cut taxes for small businesses 18 times."

 (he talked about education reforms, saying  2.3 mil more women can now pursue higher

ed. .. he talked about his health care law saying Obamacare is a term “I happily accept.”)

"Millions of young women have coverage through their parents plans. They are beginning

to gain access to contraception at no additional cost I’m not going to give any ground to

those who would deny women their own health care choices. … Women should have

control over decisions affect your health, your lives, your careers… If you share that belief

you will agree the choice women face right now couldn’t be bigger." 

(He said his opponents would roll back the country and get rid of planned parenthood..

He then talked about his opponent’s tax plan and rehashed much of the economic speech

he gave earlier to the crowd in Rollins College.)
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Pool was hustled out of Rollins College immediately after Obama wrapped up his remarks

and the motorcade was on the road again by 4:50 p.m. headed to the airport. 

 

 -- 30 --

David Nakamura

Washington Post Staff Writer

nakamurad@washpost.com

o. 202.334.6563

c. 202.997.6040

Twitter: @davidnakamura

1150 15th Street NW

Washington DC 20071

-----

Unsubscribe

The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111

23711

mailto:nakamurad@washpost.com
http://messages.whitehouse.gov/accounts/USEOPWHPO/subscriber/new?preferences=true


From: Wendy Gregory

To: Denise Northrup; Alex Weintz

Subject: FW: Tulsa Metro Chamber - Monday Memo 11.26.12
Date: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 9:09:35 AM

re: health care exchanges, second story.
 

From: communications@tulsachamber.com [communications@tulsachamber.com]
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 4:44 PM
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Tulsa Metro Chamber - Monday Memo 11.26.12

11.26.12

IN THIS ISSUE

Tulsa Metro Chamber hosts Greater Oklahoma City

Chamber for joint meeting

Governor rejects health care exchange, Medicaid expansion

BMX riders from around the globe pedal into Tulsa 

Mosaic announces 2013 chair, council meeting dates

Annual networking passes now on sale

Employers needed for Hiring Our Heroes event in Tulsa

What we're working on

Chamber welcomes new businesses

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Tulsa Metro Chamber hosts Greater Oklahoma City Chamber for joint meeting

Representatives from the Greater Oklahoma City Chamber traveled to

Tulsa last week to meet with leaders from the Tulsa Metro Chamber

for a joint executive committee meeting.

The joint meeting is held twice per year, once in Tulsa and once in

Oklahoma City, to discuss cooperative efforts for and against

upcoming issues and to discuss strategic initiatives to better the

state. A joint agenda is developed, identifying those priorities both

Chambers are supporting. 

Attendees approved the joint Tulsa and Oklahoma City legislative

agenda for the 2013 legislative session.

"We appreciate the strong partnership with the Oklahoma City

chamber," said Mike Neal, Tulsa Metro Chamber president and CEO. "It's an opportunity for chambers from
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Oklahoma's two largest communities to align on those priority issues coming up in the next session and speak with

a stronger voice."

The two chambers will meet again in Oklahoma City in March.

Governor rejects health care exchange, Medicaid expansion

Gov. Mary Fallin announced last week Oklahoma would not

participate in a health care exchange or expansion of

Medicaid funding under the Affordable Care Act. 

"After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S.

Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not

pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange,"

Fallin said. "Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma

will not be participating in the Obama administration's

proposed expansion of Medicaid."

Medicaid expansion is a OneVoice priority, identified by the

Chamber, community and business leaders around the region

as a solution to Oklahoma's critical health care needs. The Affordable Care Act provides 100 percent federal funding

for the cost of newly eligible Medicaid patients for the first three years, after which funding is reduced to 90 percent

federal and 10 percent state. However, Fallin said economic realities put that promise in doubt.

"Ideally, the Chamber would've liked to have seen Gov. Fallin recognize the possible benefits of expanded Medicaid

funding," said Mike Neal, president and CEO of the Tulsa Metro Chamber. "The health of our employees and

workforce is integral to our success and therefore is a priority consideration when making decisions that impact our

economy."

Neal encouraged Gov. Fallin and legislative leaders to pursue the best flexible option for the future of health care in

Oklahoma through proactive discussions with the health care community. 

BMX riders from around the globe pedal into Tulsa

The Tulsa Sports Commission hosted the USA BMX Grand

Nationals last weekend, bringing more than $10 million in

economic impact to the Tulsa region. More than 3,500 entries

from at least 17 countries competed in front of approximately

6,000 people at the QuikTrip Center over three days of what

has been dubbed the "Greatest Race on Earth." 

"This is the 15th year the TSC has hosted this event," said

Ray Hoyt, senior vice president of VisitTulsa and the Tulsa

Sports Commission. "It's a great partnership with USA BMX

and we're always excited to host the Grand Nationals. It's the final competition in a season series of nearly 30, so it's

a great honor for Tulsa to host their grand finale each year, especially over Thanksgiving holidays, when tourist

activity is slow."

Olympic participants from 2008 and 2012 competed at the event, representing at least six countries. Professional

riders also participated in the Pro Spectacular Saturday night, where the public was invited to watch as the best

BMX riders from around the globe raced the man-made course in the QuikTrip Center.

"It takes more than 800 truckloads to create," Hoyt said. "That, along with a jumbotron and bleachers, are brought in
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to accommodate the event. We want to keep them here and do what we can to make the event bigger and better

every year."

Mosaic announces 2013 chair, council meeting dates

The Tulsa Metro Chamber's diversity council, Mosaic, has selected Jim

Langdon, publisher at Langdon Publishing, as the 2013 chair. Langdon

became involved with Mosaic through Shane Fernandez, current chair,

who will continue to be active in the program following his term.

"It's my mission to move the organization forward in the most logical and

organic way," said Langdon at a recent planning session for the 2013

year. 

The Mosaic mission is to leverage Tulsa's diversity to create an inclusive community and improve the economic and

social climate specifically in regards to business. The Mosaic program needs local business voices in order to

effectively create awareness and change. Monthly meetings are open to the public and the board welcomes new

attendees. 

For more information about Mosaic or to get a list of the 2013 monthly meeting dates, visit www.MosaicTulsa.com. 

Annual networking passes now on sale

Don't miss a single opportunity to network in 2013. Purchase

the Chamber's "Annual Pass" today to get into all nine 2013

Circuit Series events, including five Breakfast Networks, one

Roundtable Connection 5.0, two Business After Hours, and

the extremely popular Restaurant After Hours.

In addition to admittance to all nine events, Annual Pass

holders do not have to pre-register for each event and can

simply show up, grab a pre-printed nametag and begin

networking. Cost for the Annual Pass is just $125, a savings of

$20.

To purchase your Annual Pass, click here, or call

918.560.0212.

Employers needed for Hiring Our Heroes event in Tulsa

Tulsa-region businesses have an opportunity to participate

in the Hiring Our Heroes event next week to help connect

military veterans and employers. The Tulsa Metro Chamber

is a partner on the hiring event.

Hiring Our Heroes will be held Tuesday, Dec. 4 at Expo

Square Central Park Hall, 4503 E. 21st St. 

Employers must register (at no cost) at HOH.Greatjob.net;

job seekers are encouraged to register in order to guarantee

admission. For registration, please contact
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hiringourheroes@uschamber.com or call 202.463.3110. For

additional information, contact Denise Reid at 918.560.0255

or denisereid@tulsachamber.com.

For more information, click here. 

What we're working on

Executive Offices
Presenting at Tulsa Economic Development Commission meeting

Hosting Tulsa city councilor's luncheon

Attending Downtown Steering Committee workshop 

Hosting City of Tulsa/Tulsa Metro Chamber Leadership Retreat

New Business Development
Touring potential development sites with local broker

Attending opening of Tulsa Reentry One-Stop Center, a workforce feeder program

Meeting with aerospace company looking to expand operations to Tulsa area

Existing Business Development
Hosting Business Retention and Expansion program training

Attending the Governor's Unmanned Aerial Systems Council Meeting 

Attending Tulsa Area Partnership board meeting

Marketing, Communications and Events
Working on a number of 2013 publications and membership mailing pieces

Beginning to work on the annual meeting video

Continuing to draft the 2013 annual meeting script and speeches

Government Affairs
Attending City of Tulsa/Tulsa Chamber Management Retreat

Hosting City Council Luncheon

Resource Development 
Facilitating Sapulpa Chamber board retreat

Supporting year-end Tulsa's Future and BIZPAC fundraising efforts

Small Business
Attending Management Retreat

Attending the Small Business Council Holiday Party

Attending the City/Chamber Management Retreat

TYPros
Hosting Boomtown Awards 

Planning Family Friendly Event and Get on Board 

Creating presentation for the End of the Year Party
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VisitTulsa
Meeting with Midwest Living & Meredith Travel Marketing

Attending the Tulsa Historical Society board meeting

Chamber welcomes new businesses

Each month the Tulsa Metro Chamber's Hospitality Club welcomes new businesses and new Chamber members to

the community by assisting with ribbon cuttings and groundbreaking announcements.

New members
ACE Heavy Haul LLC

Economasters, LLC

LANlynx, LLC

Phillips Theological Seminary

Revolution Health & Wellness

Copyright 2012, Tulsa Metro Chamber, All  Rights Reserved. Designed and Developed by Cubic 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

Denise Northrup 

Michelle Waddell 

Fw: Upcoming Jobs Agenda 

Monday, August 29, 201110:42:38 AM 

Please print for gov 

; Andrew 
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'wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us' <wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us>; 'Wendy Riemann 
(Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov)' <Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov>; 'will.cromer@tn.gov' 
<will.cromer@tn.gov>; 'Zak Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)' <tomichz@michigan.gov> 
Cc: 'Lanier Swann' <Lanier_Swann@mcconnell.senate.gov> 
Subject: FW: Upcoming Jobs Agenda 
 
Per our call this morning, below please find the memo sent out from Leader Cantor to House Republicans 
regarding the fall Jobs Agenda.

1. If any Governors would like to be more engaged in any specific regs/agenda items below, please let me 
know.

2. If there are additional regs that impact industries/jobs in your state, please let me know as well. 

Regards, 

Will

Will Kinzel
Assistant to the Speaker for Policy
Office of the Speaker
(202) 225-0882 DIRECT

 CELL

-----Original Message-----
From: Cantor, EI
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2011 09:48 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: 
Subject: Upcoming Jobs Agenda (blackberry)

MEMORANDUM
TO: House Republicans
FR: Eric Cantor
DT: Monday, August 29, 2011
RE: Upcoming Jobs Agenda
 
As you know, we released The House Republican Plan for America’s Job Creators 
earlier this year.  While the debt crisis has demanded much of our attention, our new 
majority has passed over a dozen pro-growth measures to address the equally 
troubling jobs crisis, such as the Energy Tax Prevention Act and the Putting the Gulf of 
Mexico Back to Work Act.  Aside from repeal of the 1099 reporting requirement in 
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ObamaCare, however, each House Republican jobs bill now sits dormant in the 
Democrat-controlled Senate.  You can view the progress of our jobs bills at 
MajorityLeader.gov/JobsTracker.
 
When we return next week, the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction will begin 
meeting to take an additional incremental step towards addressing our debt crisis.  
During this time, it is essential that the House continue our focus on the jobs crisis.  
Below are two areas of our jobs agenda that I want to bring to your attention for our 
upcoming fall and winter legislative schedule.
 

REPEAL OF JOB-DESTROYING REGULATIONS
TO CREATE MIDDLE CLASS JOBS
 
Since passage of H.Res. 72 on February 11, our committee chairmen have been 
investigating and inventorying regulatory burdens to job creators.  They’ve found many 
that have tied the hands of small business people and prevented job growth.  By 
pursuing a steady repeal of job-destroying regulations, we can help lift the cloud of 
uncertainty hanging over small and large employers alike, empowering them to hire 
more workers.
 
Our regulatory relief agenda will include repeal of specific regulations, as well as 
fundamental and structural reform of the rule-making system through legislation like 
the REINS Act, the Regulatory Flexibility Improvements Act, and reform of the 
Administrative Procedures Act (all three bills are expected on the floor in late 
November and early December). 
 
The following is a list of the 10 most harmful job-destroying regulations that our 
committee chairmen have identified, as well as a selective calendar for their repeal.  
These regulations are reflective of the types of costly bureaucratic handcuffs that 
Washington has imposed upon business people who want to create jobs.
 
Top 10 Job-Destroying Regulations:

·         NLRB’s Boeing Ruling (Week of September 12): On April 20, the National 
Labor Relations Board (NLRB) issued a complaint against The Boeing Company 
for the alleged transfer of an assembly line from Washington to South Carolina.  
Yet, not one union employee at Boeing’s Puget Sound facility has lost his or her 
job as a result of the proposed South Carolina plant.  Still, the NLRB is pursuing 
a “restoration order” against Boeing that would cost South Carolina thousands of 
jobs and deter future investment in the United States.  H.R. 2587, the Protecting 
Jobs From Government Interference Act, sponsored by Rep. Tim Scott (SC), 
would take the common sense step of preventing the NLRB from restricting 
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where an employer can create jobs in the United States.
 

·         Utility MACT and CSAPR (Week of September 19): The Administration’s new 
maximum achievable control technology (MACT) standards and cross-state air 
pollution rule (CSAPR) for utility plants will affect electricity prices for nearly all 
American consumers.  In total, 1,000 power plants are expected to be affected.  
The result for middle class Americans?  Annual electricity bill increases in many 
parts of the country of anywhere from 12 to 24 percent.  H.R. 2401, the 
Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of Impacts on the Nation (TRAIN) Act, 
sponsored by Rep. John Sullivan (OK), would require a cumulative economic 
analysis for specific EPA rules, and specifically delay the final date for both the 
utility MACT and CSAPR rules until the full impact of the Obama 
Administration’s regulatory agenda has been studied.

 
·         Boiler MACT (Week of October 3): From hospitals to factories to colleges, 

thousands of major American employers use boilers that will be impacted by the 
EPA’s new “boiler MACT” rules.  These new stringent rules will impose billions 
of dollars in capital and compliance costs, increase the cost of many goods and 
services, and put over 200,000 jobs at risk.  The American forest and paper 
industry, for example, will see an additional burden of at least $5-7 billion.  H.R. 
2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act, sponsored by Rep. Morgan Griffith (VA), 
would provide a legislative stay of four interrelated rules issued by the EPA in 
March of this year.  The legislation would also provide the EPA with at least 15 
months to re-propose and finalize new, achievable rules that do not destroy 
jobs, and provide employers with an extended compliance period.

 
·         Cement MACT (Week of October 3): The “cement MACT” and two related rules 

are expected to affect approximately 100 cement plants in America, setting 
exceedingly stringent requirements that will be cost-prohibitive or technically 
infeasible to achieve.  Increased costs and regulatory uncertainty for the 
American cement industry—the foundation of nearly all infrastructure projects
—are likely to offshore thousands of American jobs.  Ragland, Alabama, for 
example, recently saw the suspension of a $350 million cement production 
facility, putting 1,500 construction jobs on hold and additional permanent and 
high-paying plant operation jobs in limbo.  H.R. 2681, the Cement Sector 
Regulatory Relief Act, sponsored by Rep. John Sullivan (OK), would provide a 
legislative stay of these three rules and provide EPA with at least 15 months to 
re-propose and finalize new, achievable rules that do not destroy jobs, and 
provide employers with an extended compliance period.

 
·         Coal Ash (October/November): These anti-infrastructure regulations, commonly 

referred to as the “coal ash” rules, will cost hundreds of billions of dollars, 
affecting everything from concrete production to building products like wall 
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board.  The result is an estimated loss of well over 100,000 jobs.  H.R. 2273, the 
Coals Residuals Reuse and Management Act, sponsored by Rep. David McKinley 
(WV), would create an enforceable minimum standard for the regulation of coal 
ash by the states, allowing their use in a safe manner that protects jobs.

 
·         Grandfathered Health Plans (November/December): We all remember when 

President Obama promised Americans that if they liked their health care plan 
they could keep it.  Now, the Obama Administration has been issuing further 
restrictions against those previously protected plans.  The result, by the 
Administration’s own estimates, will be a loss of 49 to 80 percent of small 
employer plans, 34 to 64 percent of large employer plans, and 40 to 67 percent 
of individual insurance plans.  Meanwhile, employers losing their grandfathered 
status will face steep penalties, increasing their costs and negatively affecting 
wages and job growth.  The Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, and 
Education and Workforce committees will soon be working on legislation to 
repeal these ObamaCare restrictions.

 
·         Ozone Rule (Winter): This effective ban or restriction on construction and 

industrial growth for much of America is possibly the most harmful of all the 
currently anticipated Obama Administration regulations.  Consequences would 
reach far across the U.S. economy, resulting in an estimated cost of $1 trillion or 
more over a decade and millions of jobs.  Unlike her predecessors, EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson is pushing for a premature readjustment of the 
current ozone standards, dramatically increasing the number of “nonattainment” 
areas.  The new readjustment rule is expected early this fall and I expect the 
Energy and Commerce Committee to act swiftly to prevent its implementation, 
in order to protect American jobs.

 
·         Farm Dust (Winter): The EPA is expected to issue revised standards for 

particulate matter (PM) in the near future.  Any downward revision to PM 
standards will significantly impact economic growth and jobs for businesses and 
people throughout rural America that create dust, like the farmer in Atkinson, 
Illinois, who raised his concerns with the President at a town hall earlier this 
month.  While the President may have sent him on a bureaucratic wild goose 
chase, the House will act promptly on H.R. 1633, the Farm Dust Regulation 
Prevention Act, sponsored by Rep. Kristi Noem (SD).  H.R. 1633 would protect 
American farmers and jobs by establishing a one year prohibition against 
revising any national ambient air quality standard applicable to coarse PM and 
limiting federal regulation of dust where it is already regulated under state and 
local laws.

 
·         Greenhouse Gas (Winter): The EPA’s upcoming greenhouse gas new source 

performance standards (NSPS) will affect new and existing oil, natural gas, and 
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coal-fired power plants, as well as oil refineries, nationwide.  While the impact 
on the economy and jobs are likely to be severe, the rules are quickly moving 
forward, once again revealing the Administration’s disregard for the 
consequences of their policies on our jobs crisis.  Again, I expect Chairman 
Upton and the Energy and Commerce Committee to move swiftly in the coming 
months to protect American jobs and consumers.

 
·         NLRB’s Ambush Elections (Winter): This summer, the NLRB issued a notice of 

proposed rulemaking that could significantly alter current union representation 
election procedures, giving both employers and employees little time to react to 
union formations in the future.  The result will increase labor costs and 
uncertainty for nearly all private employers in the U.S.  The House will soon 
consider legislation that will bring common sense to union organizing 
procedures to protect the interests of both employers and their workers.

 

IMMEDIATE TAX RELIEF
TO CREATE MIDDLE CLASS JOBS
 
The second focus of our jobs agenda this fall and winter will pursue tax relief designed 
to help American employers create middle class jobs.  Small businesses, in particular, 
are overburdened with taxes that destroy jobs and in a fragile economy, the worst 
thing government can do is impose tax increases that prevent small businesses from 
hiring.  Instead, government should be focused on ways to enable businesses small and 
large to unlock more capital and create new jobs. 
 
Therefore, under Chairman Dave Camp’s leadership, the Ways and Means Committee 
will be exploring a number of ways to remove tax burdens for job creators and 
incentivize small businesses.  These targeted efforts will not interfere with House 
Republicans’ continued pursuit of fundamental tax reform, just as we proposed in our 
budget resolution this spring.  Rather, the following proposals represent bipartisan and 
pro-growth steps that can be taken immediately to help businesses hire those 
struggling to find a job today.
 
3% Withholding Rule Repeal:
 
Beginning in 2013, federal, state, and local governments will be required to withhold 
three percent of all government payments made to contractors in excess of $100 
million.  While the law has been delayed multiple times, its effect once implemented 
will be massive—causing accounting burdens on governments and potentially harmful 
cash flow disruptions for contractors and subcontractors across all sectors.  Therefore, 
we will move quickly this fall to repeal this burdensome requirement and relieve 
construction contractors, medical providers, manufacturers, farmers, and many others 
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providing goods and services under government contracts of the uncertainty the 
impending law is creating.

20% Small Business Tax Deduction:
 
Small businesses employ about half of all Americans, yet President Obama is proposing 
federal tax rates that could take away more than 40 percent of their income.  While the 
previous Democrat majority was pushing through their nearly $1 trillion stimulus, we 
began work on a proposal to allow small business people to take a tax deduction equal 
to 20% of their income.  The goal was simple—immediately free up funds for small 
business people to retain and hire new employees, and reinvest in and grow their 
businesses.  In light of the stimulus’s failure, and our current position in the majority, I 
expect the House to move quickly in the coming months on this common sense and 
pro-growth small business proposal to create middle-class jobs.

FINAL THOUGHTS
 
In the weeks and months ahead, we will move aggressively on the items outlined 
above.  But, our increased focus on the repeal of job-destroying regulations and pursuit 
of pro-growth tax relief will not distract from other equally important areas of our jobs 
agenda. 
 
As he has promised in the past, we expect the President to transmit three vitally 
important trade agreements this fall.  When he finally sends them our way, I will not 
hesitate to schedule them.  In addition, the Senate has set up a vote on the House-
passed patent reform bill next week.  Increased movement in both of these areas on 
the part of the President and the Senate is welcomed.  I hope the Senate and the 
President will join the House in acting on the other many pro-growth items we have 
already passed and will be passing in the coming months.
 
See you next week.
 
Sincerely,
Eric
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From: Wendy Gregory
Cc: "tulsawend "
Subject: Fw: Update on Open Records Requests
Date: Friday, November 30, 2012 3:29:28 PM

 
From: Audrey Rockwell 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 02:05 PM
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Denise Northrup; Jacque Hensley; Jana
Staples; Jean Roupe; Jeffrey Cartmell; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Madeline Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Michelle Waddell; Monica Houston; Rebecca Frazier;
Scott Mason; Sean Rose; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Travis Brauer; Wendy Gregory 
Subject: Update on Open Records Requests 
 
Hello Everyone,
 
We thought it might be a good idea with the hefty number of Open Records Requests to give everyone an update of what requests are open and which ones you need
to respond to. Please review the chart below. Let me or Rebecca know if you have any questions. Thank you.
 

Date Received Request Requesting Party
Who Needs to
Respond Please Respond  By

11/16/2012
Correspondence re: 'Affordable Healthcare
Act', 'Obamacare', and 'Health Exchange' Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/23/2012

Correspondence between GMF and D.
Northrup re: 'Healthcare Exchange' from
11/5/2012 to 11/20/2012 Phil Cross, Fox 25

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject
'Healthcare Exchange' and 'Expansion of
Medicaid' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to Reject ORR on
GMF decision to reject 'Healthcare
Exchange' Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/26/2012

All records re: Decision to reject 'Early
Innovator' federal money for healthcare
exchange Clifton Adcock, Gazette

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications sent and
received by GMF and her Staff regarding 'A
- F' Policy from July 1, 2012 - November 27,
2012 Andrea Eger, Tulsa World Entire Staff

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/27/2012

Email/ Written Communications dated July
1, 2012 to November 27, 2012 between
Wes Lane, GMF, Denise Northrup, or
Preston Doerflinger re: Closing of NORCE
and SORC Robert Batton, Enid News Denise

Email to Audrey No Later Than
12/06/2012

11/29/2012
Analysis and Research Presentations re:
Affordable Healthcare Act Cathleen Kurtis, Private Citizen

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
November 2012 All Emails Sent and
Received by GMF and Executive Staff Zeke Campfield, Oklahoman

OMES is pulling
records No reply needed

11/29/2012
Constituent Correspondence  re:
'Affordable Healthcare Act' Bob Sands, OETA Public Affairs No reply needed

 
 
Sincerely,
 

Audrey Rockwell
Extradition Coordinator/ Paralegal
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
(405) 522-8861
Audrey.Rockwell@gov.ok gov
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Share This Email:

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: URGENT: Deadline for State Decisions on ObamaCare Exchanges is TOMORROW
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 3:55:07 PM

 
 
From: Hadley Heath, Independent Women's Voice
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Charles & Judy Earnheart
Subject: URGENT: Deadline for State Decisions on ObamaCare Exchanges is TOMORROW
 

If you are having trouble viewing this email, view it online.

Deadline for State Decisions on ObamaCare Exchanges is TOMORROW

Dear Charles & Judy,

The results of last week's election were a let down. But the fight against ObamaCare
and the harm that it will cause soldiers on.

The Obama Administration has designated tomorrow — Friday, November 16th — as the
deadline for states to make a decision on whether or not they will set up an ObamaCare
insurance exchange.

The reality is simple: States are under no obligation to set up an exchange. Already,
14 states have made it illegal, and in some cases unconstitutional, for their state to
set up an exchange and to implement ObamaCare's mandates.

Now is the time to remind the other 36 states that they don't have to participate in
ObamaCare's implementation and help facilitate the harmful effects of this government
take-over of our heath care decisions.

Click here to contact your state's governor. 

Click here to contact the leaders in your state legislature.

These federally-regulated "exchanges" will replace the individual market in health
insurance with crony collusion between insurance companies and government
bureaucrats.

Tell your political leaders that you're expecting them to protect you and your fellow
citizens from the harms of ObamaCare, and that means refusing to set up an
ObamaCare exchange.

Thank you.

                                                               Sincerely,

                                                            
                                                               Hadley Heath
                                                               Senior Policy Analyst
                                                               Independent Women's Voice
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From: White House Press Office
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Fw: VP Pool #4b: OTR Details
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 2:09:11 PM

 
From: Memoli, Michael [mailto:michael.memoli@latimes.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 02:55 PM
To: Allen, Liz 
Subject: VP Pool #4b: OTR Details 
 
VPOTUS spends about a half hour at the deli, which was rather empty when we arrived but became
quite the scene after word of the VP's presence got out. An interesting moment as the VP sat --
unplanned -- with a group of patrons and engaged in a pretty substantive Q&A with one man about the
administration's new healthcare law. 

...

Pool arrived set behind the counter at Nestor's Gourmet Deli, taking advantage of the time before VP
arrived to note some of the menu offerings: Matzo Brie; Corned Beef Hash; Jumbo Ham Steak; Eggs
Eilat; Bagel Buck-Eye; Eggs Jaffa; as well as French toast and waffles. A deli display included kinishes
and the store advertised pastrami sandwhiches.

The VP entered at 2pm sharp, making small talk with a pair of patrons in the entrance way. "I hope
you're supposed to be here because you're now on camera," Biden informed one.

He asked what was good there, what he should eat, before asking his aides: "Do I have time to eat?
Can I have lunch?" 

Rather than order something to go from the counter (which pooler's hunch was the desired plan), the
VP went around to a seating area where there were no more than a dozen people already present. Pool
was initially holding behind the counter but soon went out around to the dining area once it became
clear he was going to be there for a time. We encounter the VP talking closely with a woman named
Jacquie Padow. She got a kiss on the cheek, though the conversation was mostly inaudible.

He then turned to greet an older man who informed the VP that he had once shaken FDR's hand. "I'm
shaking a heckuva hand," Biden announced. The man later identified himself to the pool as Seymour
Maiman, 85, of Ft. Lauderdale. 

The VP then took his seat at a long table and invited 6 or 7 of the patrons to sit down with him. Can't
stress enough how this did not seem to be part of the plan, if they still are able to plan these OTR
stops for the VP.

"Is this really happening?" asked an excited woman in black medical scrubs. There was a dental office
next door, three of the women were wearing the scrubs and a man identifying himself as the dentist
joined them at the table as well. 

Where this gets interesting: a man identifying himself to the VP as Steve Grossman, age 39, asks the VP
if he can also join them at the table and ask him some questions to help make his decision about
voting. The VP welcomes him in, and Grossman sits to the VP's left.

Grossman says he works in the financial services industry, has two children, and that his healthcare
costs are about $13,000 a year.

At this point a waitress comes to take the VP's order, which was a tuna salad platter and diet coke. 

Meanwhile the women seated to the VP's right have gotten some loved ones on the phone and VP turns
to them to speak with them. "I'm sitting here with your wife -- not alone!" Biden says to one man. He
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learns he's a veteran, and says "Thank you for your service." Learns he's in the army, and tells him
that's the branch his son served in. He ends up handing the phone to a staffer to deal with some
questions he had. Unclear what they were.

Biden turns back to Grossman and asks him to continue with his question. Grossman wants a deeper
explanation of "Obamacare," wondering how it would help him. 

"It will help you dramatically," Biden explains. As an independent contractor, in 2014 he can begin to
sign up for an exchange. Walks him through how it works, saying private insurers can participate in it
and they have to meet five "safeguards," including no lifetime caps, no restrictions because of
preexisting conditions. 

The tuna platter arrives. "Holy mackeral!" the VP exclaims. 

He apologizes for eating and talking (was sipping soup earlier) but goes on to tell Grossman that he'll
"be able to get better healthcare than you had before at a lower cost." Explains that he'll have more
bargaining power now, which would allow him to find the best deal. "That's the fundamental change."
He also goes through what has already gone into effect, when Grossman asked again about the
exchanges kicking in until 2014.

Grossman asks if he really thinks it will lower healthcare costs, will he offer a percentage. "There's been
all kinds of estimates," Biden says. "You can get more benefits for less money." He says it's a choice, he
can choose from the competing plans based on his family's needs from the exchange.

Grossman says, so it's a state plan? No, it's private plans participating in an exchange that the state
sets up, Biden says. If the state doesn't have one set up, then there is the federal exchange.

"So if the Republicans take the presidency this year, will all of those things that you put into effect be
recounted [sic]?" "All gone," Biden says. "Square one?" "As a matter of fact," Biden says, you're
probably going to pay more, because "we're back to square one" in terms of the benefits that are
already in effect now being also repealed.

At this point the VP's staff pulls the pool. We were present for about 16 minutes all told. 

Note on the exchange: the tone of Grossman's questioning seemed polite, though some of my fellow
poolers and I discussed whether he was genuinely looking for answers on the issue or was trying to
coax a soundbite, good or bad, out of the VP. But overall the exchange was serious and cordial. Will
effort if possible more direct quotes on the Grossman-Biden exchange, audio was spotty but suspecting
TV colleagues may have picked up some more.

As we left, we encountered a mass of people jammed into the entrance way, and the USSS was
wanding others outside to let them in as we passed by.

VP's staff later provided additional names of those at the table: Rafaela Patten, a medical assistant, sat
across from the VP. She's the one who asked, "is this really happening?"

Sitting next to Patten, Christina Petreuzziello, also a medical assistant. Lucy Faires, who was wearing
blue scrubs, sat to the VP's right. It was her husband, a veteran named Eduardo, who the VP spoke
with. 

Motorcade rolled out at 2:34 pm heading to next event in Tamarac. 

Mike Memoli
Tribune Washington Bureau
(202) 374-6505
-----
Unsubscribe
The White House · 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · Washington DC 20500 · 202-456-1111
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: warning
Date: Sunday, September 16, 2012 12:34:58 PM

 
 
From: Tea Party News
Sent: Sunday, September 16, 2012 12:06 PM
To: efarm@
Subject: warning
 

To view this as a web page, click here

URGENT: A few days ago we sent you a warning about a secret plan Obama and his one-world comrades are cooking up. Obama,
“America’s Fraud President” is still planning the overthrow of all we hold dear, all that is constitutionally sacred and all that we
believe in. How can this be?

Obama is about to order the execution of his Executive Order 13603. This is not an “if” but a “WHEN”!

Executive Order 13603 was recently uncovered by the Tea Party Research Team—it’s one of those stealth maneuvers America’s
Fraud President likes to pull as he pulls the wool over the eyes of innocent Americans.

We know that we stumbled upon what was supposed to be a big secret—a real hush-hush move made by O’Scuma. It is our duty
as Americans to expose his malevolent agenda to you and to all Americans.

Let me tell you: if you thought that voting God out of the Demoncrat Party was wicked, wait till you hear this.

The Tea Party reported to you a few weeks ago that on March 16, 2012 Obama (America’s Fraud President) wrote and signed
Executive Order 13603 naming it: “National Defense Resources Preparedness,” and while a few conservative media outlets wrote a
handful of stories about this outrageous Executive Order, the interest died out.

The pieces of the Obama puzzle are falling into place and his sinister plan is emerging
clearer than ever: Use of weapons of mass destruction on Americans!

Through Executive Order 13603 Obama gave himself the power to control all vital aspects of our beloved nation.

The more the Tea Party Research team digs, the more we discover about the execution of Obama’s America-killing plan as it
unfolds—and it is HORRIBLE. Beyond the worst you can imagine.

Take a look at some of the sinister and menacing forces that will be put into motion. They are weapons of mass destruction!

Seizing of all forms of civil transportation 

Do you realize what this means? Obama specially wrote “civil” NOT “public” transportation. In the name of a national emergency
(which Obama has yet to define which, in turn, means he can define it any way he wants) he can grab ALL forms of transportation
civilians use, including:

Automobiles, trucks and delivery vehicles 

Boats and ships 
Your cars, your children’s cars and even grandma’s car 
City buses 
Trains 
Airplanes 
Motorcycles 
Bicycles 
Scooters, skateboards and wagons 

Horse and buggies 
Snowmobiles 
Tractors (Yes, some people drive to town on tractors)
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A secret plan went into action right under our noses a few months ago—the very plan the Blame Stream Media
deliberately hid from the American people.

Obama forgot to tell you that he can grab ALL FORMS OF CIVIL TRANSPORTATION, didn’t he? How convenient to keep the good
citizens of America in the dark.

But it doesn’t stop there.

While other groups are asleep at the wheel and playing politics your Tea Party has been at work exposing the rat in the White
House.

Obama doesn’t stop at just grabbing transportation but will grab the food out of your mouth. He will also grab”

All commodities and products capable of being ingested by either human beings or animals. In other words all
food products, growing, picked and in store, including:

Farm crops 
Inventory in grocery stores 
Grandmas garden vegetables 
Your canned goods 
Dog food and livestock feed 
Survival food cache 
Fish from fish farms 
Fruit from orchards

The lame stream media not only turned a blind eye to Obama’s evil deeds but has refused to comment on the Obama grab when
presented with the facts! The Main Blame media is NOT your friend.

Ready for more?

Health resources, which include, but are not limited to: drugs, biological products, medical devices, materials,
facilities, health supplies, services and equipment. This includes:

Hospitals 
Vitamin stores 
Wheel chair suppliers 
Oxygen providers 
Drug stores 
First Aid supplies 
Red Cross 
Medical insurance companies

And the savage takeover of America doesn’t end there. Obama gives the power to government to take over…

All forms of energy:

Solar energy farms 
Wind turbine projects 
Niagara Falls electric plant 
Your home generator 
Hydro-electric dams 
City power plants

All usable water from all sources: 

Mississippi River

The Great Lakes 
Colorado River and all rivers 
All ponds 
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All wells 
All water sheds 
All snow melts 
All bottled water companies

Yep, COMPLETE GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF IT ALL!!!! If this does not frighten you out of your wits, I don’t know
what will.

The Tea Party Research Team is discovering more everyday about “America’s Fraud President.”

Sound impossible? If you don’t believe what we are saying then look up Executive Order 13603 yourself. I assure you this one
thing: you will be shocked and frightened beyond anything you have ever known.

I can also tell you this: the Tea Party has been examining the Obama records from day one. Why? Because it has been proven
time after time Obama is a liar and cheat. This is why he has earned the name “America’s Fraud President.”

He has lied to the American people about his college transcripts, his law license, his birth certificate and his master piece
ObamaCare and ObamaTax.

If you have not seen it yet I strongly urge you to go see the documentary, 2016. You will be shocked and appalled at what you
learn. You will be shocked at how Obama’s ideologies were formed and by what his true plan is for subverting our country.

I guarantee you that by the end of the film, the entire puzzle will come together and you will see why we have been screaming
FRAUD all along.

The big picture will come completely into focus.

And, you will see that the Tea Party is gravely alarmed with very good reason—and understand why you should be, too.

Executive Order 13603 is another piece to the puzzle that brings together Obama’s evil master plan. 

How can you help? Donate now to help us spread the word far and wide about the atrocities being committed—and those being
set in motion—by America’s Fraud President.

You might ask: now how could he pull this off? I’ll tell you exactly how.

When Obama is defeated on the night of November 6, 2012 he will remain president until Romney is sworn in on January 20,
2013. That gives Obama over 74 days to do anything he can to finish his socialist agenda and possibly hurl America into such a
deep, dark abyss that we may never recover!

Here’s what’s even more frightening:

Obama could grab America before the end of the elections! 

How do we know this? Read the analysis yourself.

Why is Obama not worried about winning the election?

Obama is going to sledgehammer Executive Order 13603 into America no matter what the outcome of the elections may be.

He has already demonstrated he will write any executive order, take any action and lie any way he can to complete his master
agenda: the total and complete conversion of our Free-Enterprise Republic into a government-controlled socialist regime.

Obama, with great glee, signed on March 16, 2012, his Executive Order 13603 redefining and creating new policy about America’s
National Defense.

Obama’s Executive order 13603 is “National Defense Resources Preparedness.”

Mr. Obama – YOU SHALL FAIL!!!! We will NOT let you take America to her knees. 

The Tea Party has risen to prevent your re-election.
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The day of big government will come to an end. The bailouts will stop and the grab for America will fail. We The People will not
stand by and watch our beloved nation be turned into a socialist state run by global communists.

We stand here and say: We are mad as hell and we are not going to take it anymore!

ATTENTION ALL TEA PARTY MEMBERS: Don’t forget the…..

The Tea Party shall not elect any group who:

Fires God 
Votes to turn their back on Israel 
Demands higher taxes 
Bails out Wall Street 
Forces ObamaCare/ObamaTax down the throats of America 
Tries to turn our free-enterprise republic into a government run communist state

Hey Barack! George W. Bush did something you can’t: He held America together on
September 11th and paved the way for Seal Team 6 to kill Osama bin Laden.

Are you starting to get the picture?

Do you think Obama would have issued this type of executive order if he thought he would be replaced by Romney or some other
non-donkey party candidate?

What does Obama know that we don’t?

Now do you understand why Obama and his minions MUST be defeated this coming November–and
Congress must immediately act to impeach him so he cannot call up any emergency in his
remaining 74 days in office? 

The Tea Party is comprised of all races, religions, all walks of life, retired, unemployed and over-employed, a true cross-cut of
America and we are tens of millions strong.

With our Tea Party power we must use our political muscle. We MUST deliver the KNOCKOUT BLOW to Obama.

Listen Up: The Tea Party has America’s back!

It is time to get off the couch and support our efforts to expose the rat in the White House…and I mean now.
Obama, “America’s Fraud President” is growing more dangerous by the day. 

Please Donate Now to help us get the word out…help us make those MILLION PLUS phone calls to expose America’s Fraud
President and all his latest frauds like Executive Order 13603.

With less than 10 weeks to the election we HAVE to bring people up-to-date on the latest findings on this deadly executive
order along with his fraudulent birth records.

In case you missed it, we now have evidence, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Obama is America’s Fraud President. For starters,
he presented a FORGED COPY OF HIS BIRTH CERTIFICATE to the American public. He’s hiding something huge.

The evidence is as clear as day. Won’t you please help us? Stand up and take aim. The only way we are going to defeat his
sinister plan is to stand up and fight it every step of the way.

Are you with me? Can we count on you?

Please say YES and DONATE TODAY to help us keep going with our campaign to EXPOSE AMERICA’S FRAUD PRESIDENT and
take out this imminent and deadly threat.
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You are the hope for America. When the chips are down the American people come through every time. Many recognize the
internal destruction causing havoc in America but feel powerless and don’t know what to do next.

Well the Tea Party has the answer and it is to empower you!

Here are some of the ways you can be involved from your home or office: 

SPONSOR ONE MILLION PHONE CALLS - CALL 

Be a sponsor and help get the message out to America and By-Pass the Lame Stream media. For less than .23 per household! 

DONATE – Grassroots Funded Non- Profit - GIVE 

Keep the Tea Party going by helping underwrite our work. We get no government money, no fat cat PACS, our efforts are completely funded

by YOU! 

SEND A FAX BLAST – 435 Fax Pages in one order! - BLAST 

All 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House of Representatives. Prewritten low-cost fax blast. Blast the hell out of them! 

FREE – Join Our Social Network Site - JOIN 

Free page, blog, forums, post/watch videos, talk to like-minded Patriots, read postings, join in free chats, get free Newsletters, Alerts, and

much more

EVERYTHING IS AT STAKE.

Please donate now to the ONE MILLION PLUS CALL CAMPAIGN to expose America’s Fraud President and keep the incredible
momentum going! Tea Party Citizens have tasted victory…now let’s take it all the way to Capitol Hill!

To squashing America’s Fraud President and the face of evil!

Ready, aim, FIRE THAT FRAUD!!!!

Steve Eichler
CEO—Teaparty.org

PS: Donate whatever you can today so America’s future is secured for tomorrow. A donation of just $23 can help us reach 100
households. Donate now—whatever you can do will help, no matter how large or small!

…and don’t forget: Pray for America now. (If Obama keeps this up, tomorrow prayer may be outlawed.)

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637
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From: wanda galland
To: Travis & Elizabeth
Subject: Fw: warning
Date: Sunday, September 16, 2012 6:32:22 PM

Look into Order 13603 and know what we are facing.  If God does not intervene for our behalf, we will be
under Communist rule.  2 Chronicles 7: 14.  Pray for our Nation to come back into obedience to God.
Wanda
----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Tea Party News <email@news.teapartyinfo.org>

To: go_wonderer_go  

Sent: Sunday, September 16, 2012 12:07 PM

Subject: warning

To view this as a web page, click here

URGENT: A few days ago we sent you a warning about a secret plan Obama and his one-world comrades are cooking up.
Obama, “America’s Fraud President” is still planning the overthrow of all we hold dear, all that is constitutionally sacred and all
that we believe in. How can this be?

Obama is about to order the execution of his Executive Order 13603. This is not an “if” but a “WHEN”!

Executive Order 13603 was recently uncovered by the Tea Party Research Team—it’s one of those stealth maneuvers America’s
Fraud President likes to pull as he pulls the wool over the eyes of innocent Americans.

We know that we stumbled upon what was supposed to be a big secret—a real hush-hush move made by O’Scuma. It is our
duty as Americans to expose his malevolent agenda to you and to all Americans.

Let me tell you: if you thought that voting God out of the Demoncrat Party was wicked, wait till you hear this.

The Tea Party reported to you a few weeks ago that on March 16, 2012 Obama (America’s Fraud President) wrote and signed
Executive Order 13603 naming it: “National Defense Resources Preparedness,” and while a few conservative media outlets wrote
a handful of stories about this outrageous Executive Order, the interest died out.

The pieces of the Obama puzzle are falling into place and his sinister plan is emerging
clearer than ever: Use of weapons of mass destruction on Americans!

Through Executive Order 13603 Obama gave himself the power to control all vital aspects of our beloved nation.

The more the Tea Party Research team digs, the more we discover about the execution of Obama’s America-killing plan as it
unfolds—and it is HORRIBLE. Beyond the worst you can imagine.

Take a look at some of the sinister and menacing forces that will be put into motion. They are weapons of mass
destruction!

Seizing of all forms of civil transportation 

Do you realize what this means? Obama specially wrote “civil” NOT “public” transportation. In the name of a national emergency
(which Obama has yet to define which, in turn, means he can define it any way he wants) he can grab ALL forms of
transportation civilians use, including:

Automobiles, trucks and delivery vehicles 
Boats and ships
Your cars, your children’s cars and even grandma’s car
City buses
Trains
Airplanes
Motorcycles
Bicycles
Scooters, skateboards and wagons 
Horse and buggies
Snowmobiles
Tractors (Yes, some people drive to town on tractors)
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A secret plan went into action right under our noses a few months ago—the very plan the Blame Stream Media
deliberately hid from the American people.

Obama forgot to tell you that he can grab ALL FORMS OF CIVIL TRANSPORTATION, didn’t he? How convenient to keep the
good citizens of America in the dark.

But it doesn’t stop there.

While other groups are asleep at the wheel and playing politics your Tea Party has been at work exposing the rat in the White
House.

Obama doesn’t stop at just grabbing transportation but will grab the food out of your mouth. He will also grab”

All commodities and products capable of being ingested by either human beings or animals. In other words all
food products, growing, picked and in store, including:

Farm crops
Inventory in grocery stores
Grandmas garden vegetables
Your canned goods
Dog food and livestock feed
Survival food cache
Fish from fish farms
Fruit from orchards

The lame stream media not only turned a blind eye to Obama’s evil deeds but has refused to comment on the Obama grab
when presented with the facts! The Main Blame media is NOT your friend.

Ready for more?

Health resources, which include, but are not limited to: drugs, biological products, medical devices, materials,
facilities, health supplies, services and equipment. This includes:

Hospitals
Vitamin stores
Wheel chair suppliers
Oxygen providers
Drug stores
First Aid supplies
Red Cross
Medical insurance companies

And the savage takeover of America doesn’t end there. Obama gives the power to government to take over…

All forms of energy:

Solar energy farms
Wind turbine projects
Niagara Falls electric plant
Your home generator
Hydro-electric dams
City power plants

All usable water from all sources: 

Mississippi River
The Great Lakes
Colorado River and all rivers
All ponds
All wells
All water sheds
All snow melts
All bottled water companies
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Yep, COMPLETE GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF IT ALL!!!! If this does not frighten you out of your wits, I don’t know
what will.

The Tea Party Research Team is discovering more everyday about “America’s Fraud President.”

Sound impossible? If you don’t believe what we are saying then look up Executive Order 13603 yourself. I assure you this one
thing: you will be shocked and frightened beyond anything you have ever known.

I can also tell you this: the Tea Party has been examining the Obama records from day one. Why? Because it has been proven
time after time Obama is a liar and cheat. This is why he has earned the name “America’s Fraud President.”

He has lied to the American people about his college transcripts, his law license, his birth certificate and his master piece
ObamaCare and ObamaTax.

If you have not seen it yet I strongly urge you to go see the documentary, 2016. You will be shocked and appalled at what you
learn. You will be shocked at how Obama’s ideologies were formed and by what his true plan is for subverting our country.

I guarantee you that by the end of the film, the entire puzzle will come together and you will see why we have been screaming
FRAUD all along.

The big picture will come completely into focus.

And, you will see that the Tea Party is gravely alarmed with very good reason—and understand why you should be, too.

Executive Order 13603 is another piece to the puzzle that brings together Obama’s evil master plan. 

How can you help? Donate now to help us spread the word far and wide about the atrocities being committed—and those
being set in motion—by America’s Fraud President.

You might ask: now how could he pull this off? I’ll tell you exactly how.

When Obama is defeated on the night of November 6, 2012 he will remain president until Romney is sworn in on January 20,
2013. That gives Obama over 74 days to do anything he can to finish his socialist agenda and possibly hurl America into such a
deep, dark abyss that we may never recover!

Here’s what’s even more frightening:

Obama could grab America before the end of the elections! 

How do we know this? Read the analysis yourself.

Why is Obama not worried about winning the election?

Obama is going to sledgehammer Executive Order 13603 into America no matter what the outcome of the elections may be.

He has already demonstrated he will write any executive order, take any action and lie any way he can to complete his master
agenda: the total and complete conversion of our Free-Enterprise Republic into a government-controlled socialist regime.

Obama, with great glee, signed on March 16, 2012, his Executive Order 13603 redefining and creating new policy about
America’s National Defense.

Obama’s Executive order 13603 is “National Defense Resources Preparedness.”

Mr. Obama – YOU SHALL FAIL!!!! We will NOT let you take America to her knees. 

The Tea Party has risen to prevent your re-election.

The day of big government will come to an end. The bailouts will stop and the grab for America will fail. We The People will not
stand by and watch our beloved nation be turned into a socialist state run by global communists.

We stand here and say: We are mad as hell and we are not going to take it anymore!
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ATTENTION ALL TEA PARTY MEMBERS: Don’t forget the…..

The Tea Party shall not elect any group who:

Fires God
Votes to turn their back on Israel
Demands higher taxes
Bails out Wall Street
Forces ObamaCare/ObamaTax down the throats of America
Tries to turn our free-enterprise republic into a government run communist state

Hey Barack! George W. Bush did something you can’t: He held America together on
September 11th and paved the way for Seal Team 6 to kill Osama bin Laden.

Are you starting to get the picture?

Do you think Obama would have issued this type of executive order if he thought he would be replaced by Romney or some
other non-donkey party candidate?

What does Obama know that we don’t?

Now do you understand why Obama and his minions MUST be defeated this coming November–
and Congress must immediately act to impeach him so he cannot call up any emergency in his
remaining 74 days in office? 

The Tea Party is comprised of all races, religions, all walks of life, retired, unemployed and over-employed, a true cross-cut of
America and we are tens of millions strong.

With our Tea Party power we must use our political muscle. We MUST deliver the KNOCKOUT BLOW to Obama.

Listen Up: The Tea Party has America’s back!

It is time to get off the couch and support our efforts to expose the rat in the White House…and I mean now.
Obama, “America’s Fraud President” is growing more dangerous by the day. 

Please Donate Now to help us get the word out…help us make those MILLION PLUS phone calls to expose America’s Fraud
President and all his latest frauds like Executive Order 13603.

With less than 10 weeks to the election we HAVE to bring people up-to-date on the latest findings on this deadly executive
order along with his fraudulent birth records.

In case you missed it, we now have evidence, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Obama is America’s Fraud President. For
starters, he presented a FORGED COPY OF HIS BIRTH CERTIFICATE to the American public. He’s hiding something huge.

The evidence is as clear as day. Won’t you please help us? Stand up and take aim. The only way we are going to defeat his
sinister plan is to stand up and fight it every step of the way.

Are you with me? Can we count on you?

Please say YES and DONATE TODAY to help us keep going with our campaign to EXPOSE AMERICA’S FRAUD PRESIDENT and
take out this imminent and deadly threat.

You are the hope for America. When the chips are down the American people come through every time. Many recognize the
internal destruction causing havoc in America but feel powerless and don’t know what to do next.

Well the Tea Party has the answer and it is to empower you!
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Here are some of the ways you can be involved from your home or office: 

SPONSOR ONE MILLION PHONE CALLS - CALL 

Be a sponsor and help get the message out to America and By-Pass the Lame Stream media. For less than .23 per household! 

DONATE – Grassroots Funded Non- Profit - GIVE 

Keep the Tea Party going by helping underwrite our work. We get no government money, no fat cat PACS, our efforts are completely
funded by YOU! 

SEND A FAX BLAST – 435 Fax Pages in one order! - BLAST 

All 100 Senators and all 435 Members of the House of Representatives. Prewritten low-cost fax blast. Blast the hell out of them! 

FREE – Join Our Social Network Site - JOIN 

Free page, blog, forums, post/watch videos, talk to like-minded Patriots, read postings, join in free chats, get free Newsletters, Alerts, and
much more

EVERYTHING IS AT STAKE.

Please donate now to the ONE MILLION PLUS CALL CAMPAIGN to expose America’s Fraud President and keep the incredible
momentum going! Tea Party Citizens have tasted victory…now let’s take it all the way to Capitol Hill!

To squashing America’s Fraud President and the face of evil!

Ready, aim, FIRE THAT FRAUD!!!!

Steve Eichler
CEO—Teaparty.org

PS: Donate whatever you can today so America’s future is secured for tomorrow. A donation of just $23 can help us reach 100
households. Donate now—whatever you can do will help, no matter how large or small!

…and don’t forget: Pray for America now. (If Obama keeps this up, tomorrow prayer may be outlawed.)

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637
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Liberty Counsel

Mathew Staver, Founder and Chairman

4/11/2012

Wanda,

As a signer of Liberty Counsel’s “Stop the War on the
Constitution” petition, I know that you are deeply concerned
about the direction of our nation.  

Together, we must stop Barack Obama’s socialist agenda and
his dismantling of the Constitution’s checks and balances,
which are the pillars of our government structure.   

In case you missed my message earlier this week, I have
enclosed excerpts from my prior message containing
disturbing news of which I believe every American should be
aware.  

I hope you’ll take a moment to read the message and consider
posting it on your social network site or forwarding it to your
friends.  

Blessings,
Mat

++++++++++++++++++++++
In just the past 24 hours…

Representative Allen West said that as many as 80 Democrat
members of Congress belong to the Communist Party…  

A Washington Post-ABC News poll reported that only 40% of
Americans believe the Supreme Court Justices’ ruling on
ObamaCare will be based on law rather than ideology…

And that same poll revealed American support for ObamaCare
has reached record depths.  

From: wanda galland
To: Travis & Elizabeth
Subject: Fw: Water, food, and utility seizure in latest Executive Order
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2012 4:18:33 AM

Obama has guts to abuse the Constitution as he is doing almost every day to put
himself in power.  Please sign the petition after reading this article.  Hitler did the
same to Germany and surrounding countries.
Wanda

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Liberty Counsel <alert@libertyaction.org>

To: go_wonderer_go  

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 11:10 PM

Subject: Water, food, and utility seizure in latest Executive Order

23740

mailto:go_wonderer_go@yahoo.com
mailto:2childrenofgod@gmail.com


But nothing that has recently come to light could be
more disturbing than the knowledge that President
Obama, with a single Executive Order, granted himself
the power “to commandeer all U.S. domestic resources,
including food and water, as well as seize all energy
and transportation infrastructure inside the borders of
the United States.”  

And that, based on an ill-defined condition of national
emergency, the Government can now draft U.S. citizens
into the military and force U.S. citizens to fulfill “labor
requirements” for the purposes of “national defense.”

++This is tyranny!

Our forefathers fought and died to overcome this very type of
oppression from condescending, arrogant members of the
English Parliament and their King.  

Our Constitution was designed to prevent the abuse of
power by any one person or branch of government.  It
defines and limits the powers of the federal government
and binds its officers with the restraints of checks and
balances.

No wonder those opposed to our values have launched such an
aggressive assault on the Constitution – it’s the only thing
holding them back from establishing the Socialist States of
America!

These tyrannical actions must be stopped NOW!  

Based on the Liberty Counsel team’s response to my first
message on the recent Executive Order – and the outrage that
many of you are sharing with me – we have all had
ENOUGH!  

In just the last few days, over 50,000 of your fellow American
patriots have signed our petition calling for an END to this
outrage!

That’s why I am calling upon ALL American citizens
to rise up and “Stop the War on the Constitution.”

Please click here now to sign this vital Liberty Counsel
petition:

http://www.libertyaction.org/r.asp?

U=86985&CID=347&RID=34921886

++The American people are “calling out” Barack Obama.
 
We are united in purpose in calling for constitutional
authority, accountability, transparency, and respect for the rule
of law by all officials who have sworn to “uphold the
Constitution of the United States” – especially the President of
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the United States.   
When you sign Liberty Counsel’s “Stop the War on the
Constitution” petition, you’ll get a free copy of “The
Patriot’s Handbook of American Liberty.” This special
Liberty Counsel Handbook is a valuable reference
guide that every American should have among his or
her personal belongings.   

Go here to sign the “Stop the War on the Constitution”
petition and to receive The Patriot’s Handbook of American
Liberty absolutely free – plus we’ll also include our unique
Lord, deliver us from ObamaCare bumper sticker:

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

I promise you this:  Liberty Counsel will continue to defend
the principles upon which our nation was founded and boldly
stand against this administration’s “War on the Constitution.” 
Please stand with us!

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

 
If you would like more information on President Obama’s
outrageous Executive Order, please read my prior message
below.

God bless you, as always, for your ongoing support of Liberty
Counsel!  I believe that God has uniquely equipped us for the
intense battles being waged right now against liberty, life, and
family.

Mathew Staver, Founder and Chairman
Liberty Counsel

P.S. Many of our friends and supporters have expressed
outrage after reading my message on Barack Obama’s recent
Executive Order and more than 50,000 friends have signed our
petition in just the last few days.

One very productive thing you can do right now is to sign our
powerful “Stop the War on the Constitution” petition. Then
you will receive a complimentary copy of our “Patriots’
Handbook of American Liberty.”  Click here to receive your
copy of the Handbook and our unique Lord, deliver us from
ObamaCare bumper sticker, as well:  
 
http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

   

P.S.S. In case you missed it, here are excerpts from my prior
message on Barack Obama’s Executive Order…
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+++++++++++++++++++++++

Last month, President Obama issued an Executive Order –
empowering himself with the authority to declare martial law
and seize American resources and manpower – in a sweeping
power grab that should disturb every American.

This is yet another emerging battleground in the Obama
administration’s intensifying war on the Constitution.

Under President Barack Obama, the Executive Branch’s quest
for power at the expense of the other two Branches appears to
be accelerating.  In fact, the administration’s propensity to
sidestep the Constitution is making news nearly every day
now.

According to columnist Jeffrey T. Kuhner of The Washington
Times, through his quietly announced “National Defense
Resources Preparedness” Executive Order (EO) signed on
March 16th, President Obama placed himself and certain
government bureaucrats above the law.

That single EO granted the power “to commandeer all
U.S. domestic resources, including food and water, as
well as seize all energy and transportation infrastructure
inside the borders of the United States.”

Further, the Government can also forcibly draft U.S.
citizens into the military and force U.S. citizens to
fulfill ‘labor requirements’ for the purposes of ‘national
defense.’ There is not even any congressional oversight
allowed – only briefings, says Kuhner.

Mr. Kuhner called Obama’s power grab, “stunning in
its audacity and a flagrant violation of the
Constitution… He now possesses the potential powers
of a dictator.”

++Sign Liberty Counsel’s “Stop the War on the Constitution”
petition!

President Obama’s stunning agenda to “fundamentally
transform” the United States of America has now been fully
exposed as a systematic assault on our Constitution in order to
form a more socialized union.

That’s why we are calling on ALL American citizens to rise
up and “Stop the War on the Constitution”!

Please click here now to sign this vital Liberty Counsel
petition:

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp
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++Obama’s Executive Order gives unprecedented power to
unelected bureaucrats.

Under the President’s control in an undefined scenario of
“national defense,” the Order gives…

• The Secretary of Defense power over all water
resources;

• The Secretary of Commerce power over all material
services and facilities, including construction
materials;

• The Secretary of Transportation power over all forms
of civilian transportation;

• The Secretary of Agriculture power over food
resources and facilities, livestock plant health resources,
and the domestic distribution of farm equipment;

• The Secretary of Health and Human Services power
over all health resources;

• The Secretary of Energy power over all forms of
energy.

This order seizes more power for the Executive Branch while
diminishing the Legislative Branch – and is blatantly
unconstitutional.  Sadly, it is only one of several such attacks
on the Constitution we have seen in 2012.

In response, Congresswoman Sandy Adams (R-FL), has
introduced a House Resolution to further define and reign in
the President’s tyrannical Order in sidestepping the
Constitution and Congress.

In announcing the Resolution, she stated…
“This [Order] leaves the door open for the president to
give himself control over American resources during
both times of peace, and national crisis… We
[Congress] were elected to protect the values that make
our nation great and to be a line of defense against the
growing interjection of government into the everyday
lives of the American people.  I will continue to defend
the principles on which our nation was founded and I
will continue to uphold our Constitution.”

++“Stop the War on the Constitution” petition
 
When you sign our “Stop the War on the Constitution”
petition, we will hand deliver your mandate – along with those
of tens of thousands of your fellow concerned Americans – to
key congressional leaders and other elected officials –
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including Representative Adams’ office as a sign of solidarity.
We will also publish your views to government bureaucrats,
the media, and anywhere else it is strategically advantageous.

Together, we can stop this tyranny before this ultraliberal
administration succeeds in totally remaking the United States
of America into a godless, socialist nation!

Click here to sign the “Stop the War on the Constitution”
petition:     

http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

Thank you, as always, for standing with us as, together, we
stand for the constitutional values that made our nation great.

Mathew Staver, Founder and Chairman
Liberty Counsel
http://www.libertyaction.org/347/petition.asp

   
+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +  

+

Note: Please do not "reply" directly to this e-mail

message. This e-mail address is not designed to receive

your personal messages. To contact Liberty Counsel with

comments, questions or to  change your status, see the

link at the end of this e-mail.)

+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +  

+

 

+ + Comments? Questions?

 

http://www.libertyaction.org/r.asp?

U=87001&CID=347&RID=34921886

 

Liberty Counsel, with offices in Florida, Virginia and

Washington, D.C., is a nonprofit litigation, education and

policy organization dedicated to advancing religious

freedom, the sanctity of human life and family.  Liberty

Counsel . PO Box 540774 . Orlando, FL 32854 .800-671-

1776

 
Click here to be removed from this list or send a written request to:

Liberty Counsel

PO 277

Maxwell,IA 50161

 
You are signed up as: . 

Click here to change your email address.
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From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: Way to go OK!
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 9:43:02 AM

 
 

From: Heidi Bonner  
Sent: Sunday, July 22, 2012 7:35 AM
To: Governor Info
Subject: Way to go OK!
 
Way to go OK with your stance on Obamacare! We pray that PA and

other states will have the guts to do the same. God bless you all.

23746



From: Governor Info
To: Brett Thomas
Subject: FW: We oppose obamacare.
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 9:32:49 AM

 
 

From: Rhonda Craig  
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 2:37 PM
To: Governor Info
Subject: We oppose obamacare.
 
Dear Governor Fallin,
The people of Oklahoma have made their position clear- we want the
government out of our healthcare! Are you willing to stand with the
people of Oklahoma and resist the implementation of ObamaCare?
Specifically, we are asking you to:
1. To oppose any implementation of a health insurance exchange-state
based or otherwise
2. To terminate the Oklahoma Health Information Trust (OHIET)
And
1. To oppose any expansion of Medicaid in the state of Oklahoma,
including the acceptance of any federal funding for the purpose of
expanding Medicaid
The courtesy of your reply is appreciated.
Sincerely,
Dick and Rhonda Craig
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
Date: Friday, January 27, 2012 7:04:47 PM

 
 
From: AYE SEE
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 5:11 PM
To: efarm
Subject: RE: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
 
GREAT NEWS, BUT WILL HE CEASE TO EXIST AS POTUS......IF MORE STATES WOULD FOLLOW SUIT...YOU COULD NOT
TAKE A MOP & A DUMP-TRUMP 
FULL OF SHI _ AND RUN THESE PEOPLE OUT OF THE WHITE HOUSE.....HE WOULD CONTINUE TO ISSUE ORDERS AND
TRAMPLE ON THE CONSTITUTION.
 
WHILE LISTENING TO RUSH TODAY I HEARD A GREAT STATEMENT FROM ONE OF THE CALLERS TO RUSH IN THE LAST
PART OF THE 2ND HOUR....WILL
TRY TO FIND IT ON HIS ARCHIVES AND SEND THE TITLE OF IT TO YOU SO YOU CAN GO INTO THE ARCHIVES AND HEAR
IT.....IT WAS A VERY 
SIGNIFICANT QUESTION & STATEMENT CONCERNING THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION ON OBAMACARE & WHOMEVER
THE GOP NOMINEE IS;  AND IF
THEY BECOME PRESIDENT....IF THEY CAN GO AGAINST THE SUPREME COURT JUDGES RULING....YOU WOULD NEED TO
LISTEN TO THE CONVERSATION FOR
CLARITY....
BUT IT WAS REALLY A GREAT POINT ON OBAMACARE AND PROBABILITY THAT IT IS WITH US FOREVER IF ROMNEY IS THE
NOMINEE & ELECTED PRESIDENT.

From: efarm
To: ayesee
Subject: Fw: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
Date: Fri, 27 Jan 2012 16:48:41 -0600

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts.com
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 1:46 PM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
 

 

Obama has LOST His First Court Case on Eligibility -- Tell Every OTHER Secretary
of State to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7346 

ALERT: Barack Hussein Obama has just LOST his FIRST EVER Constitutional

eligibility hearing! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- Barack Obama FAILED to appear before by a State Judge

in Georgia to defend against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential

23748

mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
mailto:Info@Gov.ok.gov
mailto:ayesee@hotmail.com
mailto:replies@conservativeactionalerts.com
mailto:efarm@pine-net.com
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7692642%3a10984525538%3am%3a1%3a284157528%3a060E7D4FC15B467FCC4E564A63EAEC7F%3ar
http://news.dienerconsultants.com/ct/7692643%3a10984525538%3am%3a1%3a284157528%3a060E7D4FC15B467FCC4E564A63EAEC7F%3ar


Primary ballot in March. Now the judge is preparing to order Obama to be KICKED OFF
THE BALLOT there -- because it's been proven he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

The judge is set to make his final ruling by February 4th... BUT IT MUST NOT END
HERE! WE MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN
THE NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!
Here's how a report from inside the courtroom yesterday summed it up:

"One thing to which there seems no doubt. He does NOT qualify, under the
definition of 'Natural Born Citizen' provided by SCOTUS opinions, to be
eligible to serve as President... it seems nearly impossible to believe, without
counter testimony or evidence, because Obama and his attorney chose not
to participate, that Obama will be allowed on the Georgia ballot. It also opens
the door for such cases pending or to be brought in other states as well."

Another insider who had access to the lawyers involved in the case yesterday reported:

"Judge Malihi talked to the attorneys in chambers before the hearing this
morning and told them that he was going to enter a DEFAULT JUDGMENT
against Obama and recommend that Obama's name not be on the
Georgia ballot... The Georgia SOS has already indicated that he will follow
the judge's recommendation. That means that Obama will not get any
popular vote or electors from the great state of Georgia!"

If the judge follows through on his promise, this will be a HUGE VICTORY! 

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 
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The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE OUR FIRST VICTORY -- BUT WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:
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SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!
To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President are now launching ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 485 radio spots across 8 markets! 

If you live in Corpus Christi TX (KKBA-FM), Victorville CA (KATJ-FM), Pittsburgh PA
(WMBS-AM), Chicago IL (WIND-AM), Brownsville TX (XMLS-FM and XHNA-FM),

Cincinnati OH (WMOJ-FM), Lafeyette LA (KFXZ-FM), or Spokane WA (KGZG-FM)...

Listen for our ads beginning this Monday, January 30th! 

We're starting with ads on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television

networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

are about to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a
natural-born citizen! 

LISTEN TO OUR BRAND-NEW RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE RADIO STATIONS
ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7346 

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

In my own home State of Georgia, here's how this key court case progressed.

David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under Georgia law

challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for the office of

President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to dismiss. But on

January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

Then, when Obama's lawyers tried to quash the subpoena ordering him to appear in

court this Thursday... the judge REJECTED their request!

"In a surprising ruling Friday, a Georgia state administrative judge declined to
quash a subpoena directing Obama to attend a hearing Thursday at the
Fulton County courthouse on a challenge to strike him from the Georgia
ballot this fall on claims he is not a natural born U.S. citizen... Lawyers for
those pursuing the challenges recently issued a subpoena for Obama to
attend the upcoming hearing. Obama's legal team filed a motion to quash
the subpoena, but Malihi declined. In his order, Malihi noted that Obama's
legal team had argued that no president should be compelled to attend a
court hearing."

THAT'S RIGHT: OBAMA WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN COURT! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to

challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of
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President. This ruling ensures that the Georgia court will be the first court to address the

substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges

to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to address the

substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, we knew we could WIN. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162

(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE GOING TO FINALLY WIN! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. There are several other States, where suits have also been

filed; but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we need to see

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every one of the

Secretaries of State, since even if we win in the courts, THEY are the ones who are

ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE NEED TO HEAR FROM US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE
KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
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REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!
It looks like we've just been handed our first major victory -- Is it really possible to

challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO REMOVE OBAMA

FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT eligible to serve under the U.S.

Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR personalized messages, and help

us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 

P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President are launching in the first eight markets -- in just THREE DAYS! We need
YOUR help to run these ads all across America! 

FIRST on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television networks... then

in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are about to learn

how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born
citizen! 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia was a resounding success! This would NOT have been possible without the

vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every single Secretary of State in

all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from their States'

presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office under Article II,

Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!
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As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here. Thank you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7346

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7346
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend
This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system August 28, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
Date: Friday, January 27, 2012 4:48:22 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts.com
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 1:46 PM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
 

 

Obama has LOST His First Court Case on Eligibility -- Tell Every OTHER Secretary
of State to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7346 

ALERT: Barack Hussein Obama has just LOST his FIRST EVER Constitutional

eligibility hearing! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- Barack Obama FAILED to appear before by a State Judge

in Georgia to defend against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential

Primary ballot in March. Now the judge is preparing to order Obama to be KICKED OFF
THE BALLOT there -- because it's been proven he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

The judge is set to make his final ruling by February 4th... BUT IT MUST NOT END
HERE! WE MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN
THE NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Here's how a report from inside the courtroom yesterday summed it up:

"One thing to which there seems no doubt. He does NOT qualify, under the
definition of 'Natural Born Citizen' provided by SCOTUS opinions, to be
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eligible to serve as President... it seems nearly impossible to believe, without
counter testimony or evidence, because Obama and his attorney chose not
to participate, that Obama will be allowed on the Georgia ballot. It also opens
the door for such cases pending or to be brought in other states as well."

Another insider who had access to the lawyers involved in the case yesterday reported:

"Judge Malihi talked to the attorneys in chambers before the hearing this
morning and told them that he was going to enter a DEFAULT JUDGMENT
against Obama and recommend that Obama's name not be on the
Georgia ballot... The Georgia SOS has already indicated that he will follow
the judge's recommendation. That means that Obama will not get any
popular vote or electors from the great state of Georgia!"

If the judge follows through on his promise, this will be a HUGE VICTORY! 

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 
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YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE OUR FIRST VICTORY -- BUT WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President are now launching ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 485 radio spots across 8 markets! 

If you live in Corpus Christi TX (KKBA-FM), Victorville CA (KATJ-FM), Pittsburgh PA
(WMBS-AM), Chicago IL (WIND-AM), Brownsville TX (XMLS-FM and XHNA-FM),

Cincinnati OH (WMOJ-FM), Lafeyette LA (KFXZ-FM), or Spokane WA (KGZG-FM)...

Listen for our ads beginning this Monday, January 30th! 

We're starting with ads on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television

networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

are about to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a
natural-born citizen! 

LISTEN TO OUR BRAND-NEW RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE RADIO STATIONS
ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
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Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

In my own home State of Georgia, here's how this key court case progressed.

David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under Georgia law

challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for the office of

President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to dismiss. But on

January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

Then, when Obama's lawyers tried to quash the subpoena ordering him to appear in

court this Thursday... the judge REJECTED their request!

"In a surprising ruling Friday, a Georgia state administrative judge declined to
quash a subpoena directing Obama to attend a hearing Thursday at the
Fulton County courthouse on a challenge to strike him from the Georgia
ballot this fall on claims he is not a natural born U.S. citizen... Lawyers for
those pursuing the challenges recently issued a subpoena for Obama to
attend the upcoming hearing. Obama's legal team filed a motion to quash
the subpoena, but Malihi declined. In his order, Malihi noted that Obama's
legal team had argued that no president should be compelled to attend a
court hearing."

THAT'S RIGHT: OBAMA WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN COURT! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to

challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of

President. This ruling ensures that the Georgia court will be the first court to address the

substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges

to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to address the

substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, we knew we could WIN. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162

(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
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birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE GOING TO FINALLY WIN! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. There are several other States, where suits have also been

filed; but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we need to see

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every one of the

Secretaries of State, since even if we win in the courts, THEY are the ones who are

ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE NEED TO HEAR FROM US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE
KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It looks like we've just been handed our first major victory -- Is it really possible to

challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO REMOVE OBAMA

FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT eligible to serve under the U.S.

Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR personalized messages, and help

us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 
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P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President are launching in the first eight markets -- in just THREE DAYS! We need
YOUR help to run these ads all across America! 

FIRST on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television networks... then

in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are about to learn

how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born
citizen! 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia was a resounding success! This would NOT have been possible without the

vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every single Secretary of State in

all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from their States'

presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office under Article II,

Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here. Thank you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7346

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7346
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm  

You were added to the system August 28, 2011. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
Date: Saturday, January 28, 2012 5:39:12 PM

 
 
From: ConservativeActionAlerts
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2012 11:46 AM
To: Judy Earnheart
Subject: WE WON: Obama OFF THE BALLOT in Georgia? SPREAD TO MORE STATES!
 

 

Obama has LOST His First Court Case on Eligibility -- Tell Every OTHER Secretary
of State to REMOVE Obama NOW:
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

ALERT: Barack Hussein Obama has just LOST his FIRST EVER Constitutional

eligibility hearing! 

YOU READ THAT RIGHT -- Barack Obama FAILED to appear before by a State Judge

in Georgia to defend against charges that he is NOT ELIGIBLE to be on the Presidential

Primary ballot in March. Now the judge is preparing to order Obama to be KICKED OFF
THE BALLOT there -- because it's been proven he's NOT a natural-born citizen! 

THIS IS IT -- THE BEGINNING OF THE END FOR THE GREAT PRETENDER
SITTING IN THE OVAL OFFICE! 

The judge is set to make his final ruling by February 4th... BUT IT MUST NOT END
HERE! WE MUST GET OBAMA KICKED OFF EVERY BALLOT IN EVERY STATE IN
THE NATION! 

WE CAN FINALLY DO THIS! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

Here's how a report from inside the courtroom yesterday summed it up:

"One thing to which there seems no doubt. He does NOT qualify, under the
definition of 'Natural Born Citizen' provided by SCOTUS opinions, to be
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eligible to serve as President... it seems nearly impossible to believe, without
counter testimony or evidence, because Obama and his attorney chose not
to participate, that Obama will be allowed on the Georgia ballot. It also opens
the door for such cases pending or to be brought in other states as well."

Another insider who had access to the lawyers involved in the case yesterday reported:

"Judge Malihi talked to the attorneys in chambers before the hearing this
morning and told them that he was going to enter a DEFAULT JUDGMENT
against Obama and recommend that Obama's name not be on the
Georgia ballot... The Georgia SOS has already indicated that he will follow
the judge's recommendation. That means that Obama will not get any
popular vote or electors from the great state of Georgia!"

If the judge follows through on his promise, this will be a HUGE VICTORY! 

It's HARD to believe... but after so many challenges to the citizenship eligibility of

Barack Hussein Obama to be President of the United States... 

WE FINALLY HAVE THE WAY TO EXPOSE THE FACT THAT OBAMA IS NOT A
"NATURAL BORN CITIZEN," and keep him OFF of the 2012 election ballot! 

We all know that four more years of Barack Hussein Obama would be DISASTROUS for

America. Obamacare... bank bailouts... Solyndra "eco-scams"... crony capitalism...
unconstitutional recess appointments... indefinite detention of American
citizens... 

The list goes ON AND ON! We can't TAKE four more years of this OBAMANATION! 

That's why this chance to keep Obama OFF of the 2012 Presidential ballot is SO

EXCITING -- and this time, it can actually WORK. 

HERE'S HOW: 

Barack Hussein Obama does NOT meet the Constitutional standard of "natural born

citizen" that was established by Minor v. Happersett and other court cases. WHY?

Because the Court decided very clearly that a "natural born Citizen" is one who is

born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Obama has stated clearly that one of his parents was NOT a U.S. citizen! 

Mind you, we're not talking about whether Obama was actually born in the United

States -- even though there is plenty of evidence showing that he wasn't. 

No, under this and other cases that have been filed in several State courts, his birth

place is irrelevant, because the understanding at the time the Constitution was written

was that a "natural born citizen" was the offspring of two citizen parents on the soil of

the country. 

Under that standard, Obama could NOT qualify, because his father was a citizen of

Kenya, subject to the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, at Obama's birth! 
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YOU READ THAT RIGHT: Barack Hussein Obama II has publicly admitted his father,

Barack Obama Sr., was a Kenyan native and a British subject whose citizenship status

was governed by The British Nationality Act of 1948. Barack Obama Sr. NEVER

became a U.S. citizen. Therefore, Barack Hussein Obama II is not now, and never CAN

be, a natural born citizen of the United States! 

And under the U.S. Constitution, it is the responsibility of each State to guarantee that

only a natural born citizen as enumerated in Article II of the U.S. Constitution be allowed

on the ballot in the presidential election. Now, in States across the country, actual U.S.

citizens are suing in administrative court, and DEMANDING that their Secretaries of

State REMOVE Obama's name from the presidential ballot, and PREVENT him from

running for reelection! 

IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE OUR FIRST VICTORY -- BUT WE CANNOT STOP HERE! 

NOW, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD LOUD AND
CLEAR TO ALL OF THE STATES -- REMOVE BARACK OBAMA'S NAME NOW! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

To get the word out to patriots around the country that we CAN get "The Pretender" off

of every State ballot, our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as

NOT eligible to be President are now launching ACROSS AMERICA -- starting

with 485 radio spots across 8 markets! 

If you live in Corpus Christi TX (KKBA-FM), Victorville CA (KATJ-FM), Pittsburgh PA
(WMBS-AM), Chicago IL (WIND-AM), Brownsville TX (XMLS-FM and XHNA-FM),

Cincinnati OH (WMOJ-FM), Lafeyette LA (KFXZ-FM), or Spokane WA (KGZG-FM)...

Listen for our ads beginning this Monday, January 30th! 

We're starting with ads on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television

networks... then in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

are about to learn how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a
natural-born citizen! 

LISTEN TO OUR BRAND-NEW RADIO AD HERE:
http://youtu.be/oaoscp6WFeY 

HELP US RUN THIS AD ON EVEN MORE RADIO STATIONS
ACROSS THE NATION HERE:
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https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rm_eligibility/?a=7292 

Yes, THIS IS REALLY HAPPENING! 

In my own home State of Georgia, here's how this key court case progressed.

David Welden, a citizen of Georgia, filed a complaint under Georgia law

challenging the qualifications of Obama to appear on the GA ballot for the office of

President. Obama's lawyers, of course, immediately filed a motion to dismiss. But on

January 3, 2012 Judge Malihi denied Obama's motion! 

Then, when Obama's lawyers tried to quash the subpoena ordering him to appear in

court this Thursday... the judge REJECTED their request!

"In a surprising ruling Friday, a Georgia state administrative judge declined to
quash a subpoena directing Obama to attend a hearing Thursday at the
Fulton County courthouse on a challenge to strike him from the Georgia
ballot this fall on claims he is not a natural born U.S. citizen... Lawyers for
those pursuing the challenges recently issued a subpoena for Obama to
attend the upcoming hearing. Obama's legal team filed a motion to quash
the subpoena, but Malihi declined. In his order, Malihi noted that Obama's
legal team had argued that no president should be compelled to attend a
court hearing."

THAT'S RIGHT: OBAMA WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN COURT! 

The court's short opinion also clearly stated that Georgia law allows Mr. Weldon to

challenge candidate Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold the office of

President. This ruling ensures that the Georgia court will be the first court to address the

substantive Constitutional issue of eligibility. All other courts that have heard challenges

to Obama's Constitutional qualifications to hold office have refused to address the

substantive issue and have dismissed on procedural grounds. 

THIS time, we knew we could WIN. You see, in Minor v. Happersett, 88 U.S. 162

(1875), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled:

"The Constitution does not in words say who shall be natural-born citizens.
Resort must be had elsewhere to ascertain that. At common law, with the
nomenclature of which the framers of the Constitution were familiar, it was
never doubted that all children born in a country of parents who were its
citizens became themselves, upon their birth, citizens also. These were
natives or natural-born citizens, as distinguished from aliens or foreigners.
Some authorities go further and include as citizens children born within the
jurisdiction without reference to the citizenship of their parents. As to this
class there have been doubts, but never as to the first."

Other cases, such as United States v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), were

decided in a similar fashion, directly quoting from the Minor case:

"At common law, with the nomenclature of which the framers of the
Constitution were familiar, it was never doubted that all children, born in a
country of parents who were its citizens, became themselves, upon their
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birth, citizens also. These were natives, or natural-born citizens, as
distinguished from aliens or foreigners."

Together with earlier rulings, like The Venus, 12 U.S. 8 Cranch 253 253 (1814), Shanks
v. Dupont, 28 U.S. 3 Pet. 242 242 (1830), and Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 U.S. 393

(1857), the U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear: a "natural born Citizen" is

one who is born on U.S. soil to U.S. citizen parents. 

Barack Hussein Obama II is, therefore, NOT a natural born citizen -- and MUST be
removed from the Presidential ballots in ALL FIFTY STATES. 

AND IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE GOING TO FINALLY WIN! 

But it can't stop in Georgia. There are several other States, where suits have also been

filed; but to make sure that this strategy is successful across America, we need to see

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MESSAGES pouring into the offices of every one of the

Secretaries of State, since even if we win in the courts, THEY are the ones who are

ultimately responsible for determining who qualifies to be on the ballot and who doesn't! 

THAT IS WHERE YOU AND I COME IN! 

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA DOESN'T QUALIFY -- AND EVERY ONE OF THESE
SECRETARIES OF STATE NEED TO HEAR FROM US THAT HE NEEDS TO BE
KEPT OFF OF THEIR BALLOT! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

It looks like we've just been handed our first major victory -- Is it really possible to

challenge Barack Hussein Obama's eligibility to be President? 

THE ANSWER IS FINALLY YES -- BUT ONLY IF TENS OF THOUSANDS OF
AMERICANS TAKE ACTION NOW TO MAKE IT HAPPEN IN EVERY STATE! 

IT'S UP TO US TO FORCE ALL 50 SECRETARIES OF STATE TO REMOVE OBAMA

FROM THEIR PRESIDENTIAL BALLOTS. He is NOT eligible to serve under the U.S.

Constitution -- please, take action NOW with YOUR personalized messages, and help

us spread the word with our nation-wide advertising campaign! 

Sincerely,

William Greene, President

RightMarch.com 
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P.S. Our first NATIONWIDE ADS exposing Barack Obama as NOT eligible to be
President are launching in the first eight markets -- in just THREE DAYS! We need
YOUR help to run these ads all across America! 

FIRST on radio stations in multiple states... then on national television networks... then

in national newspapers... Americans FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA are about to learn

how to STOP OBAMA from being re-elected... because he's NOT a natural-born
citizen! 

The first hearing on Barack Hussein Obama II's eligibility to be on the presidential ballot

in Georgia was a resounding success! This would NOT have been possible without the

vocal support of such efforts by citizens across America! 

PLEASE, take action RIGHT AWAY to DEMAND that every single Secretary of State in

all 50 States REMOVE the name of Barack Hussein Obama II from their States'

presidential election ballots, due to his ineligibility to serve in that office under Article II,

Section 1, Clause 5 of the U.S. Constitution -- Thank you! 

SEND A BLAST FAX DEMANDING OBAMA BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL BALLOT
TO EVERY SINGLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN

ALL FIFTY STATES -- AND HELP US RUN
NATION-WIDE ADS:

SEND YOUR MESSAGE NOW!

As always, you can also send a FREE message directly to each of the 50 Secretaries of
State by clicking here. Thank you. 

The work of RightMarch.com is funded entirely by voluntary contributions. 
Help us spread the word with a donation to RightMarch.com!
https://secure.conservativedonations.com/rightmarch/?a=7292

If you prefer to donate by check, please send to:
RightMarch.com
Dept Code 7292
PO Box 94463503 #33585
Washington DC 20090-4463503

Paid for by RightMarch.com

Forward This Message To A Friend

This message was intended for: efarm@  

You were added to the system September 1, 2009. For more information

click here.

Update your preferences | Unsubscribe
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From: JOE VAVERKA
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: What does this word mean?this is for real OMG
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2012 3:34:55 PM

 
After all the trouble he gave the Catholics, then this!  OMG  (Obama must go)  This is
crazy!  He is buying votes,  making sure illegals get to vote and making sure they recieve
millions in tax rebates even when they don't pay in!

 
 
 

Subject: Fwd: What does this word mean?this is for real

WHAT DOES THIS WORD MEAN? 
Here is some food for thought.
Check Snopes and Google, but don't stop there, take the time to visit your Library
    

    Dhimmitude --  What does  it  mean?
    Obama  used it in the health care bill.  

Now  isn't this interesting? It is used in the health  care  law. 

Dhimmitude -- I  had never heard the word until now.  Type  it into Google
and start reading.  Pretty  interesting.. It's on page 107 of the healthcare 
bill.  I looked this up on Google and yep,  it exists..  It is a REAL word.  
 

Word of the Day:  Dhimmitude

 

Dhimmitude is the  Muslim system of controlling  non-Muslim populations
conquered  through jihad. Specifically, it is the TAXING of  non-Muslims
in exchange for tolerating their  presence AND as a coercive means of
converting  conquered remnants to Islam.  

ObamaCare allows the  establishment of Dhimmitude and Sharia Muslim  diktat

in the United States ...  Muslims  are specifically exempted from the
government  mandate to purchase insurance, and also from the  penalty tax for
being uninsured.  Islam  considers insurance to be "gambling",  "risk-taking",
and "usury" and is thus banned.  Muslims are specifically granted exemption
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based  on this.

How  convenient.  So I, as a Christian, will  have crippling IRS liens placed

against all of  my assets, including real estate, cattle, and  even accounts

receivables, and will face hard  prison time because I refuse to buy insurance

or  pay the penalty tax. Meanwhile, Louis Farrakhan  will have no such penalty

and will have 100% of  his health needs paid for by the de facto  government

insurance.  Non-Muslims will be  paying a tax to subsidize Muslims.    This is

Dhimmitude. 

I  recommend sending this onto your  contacts.

American citizens need to  know about it --
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From: wanda galland
To: Linda & Wayne
Subject: Fw: White House Forgery
Date: Thursday, August 09, 2012 11:00:46 PM

Hi to everyone
I am now home after a months vacation in Albuquerque, Las Vegas, Sacramento,Ca., Medford.
Oregon,and Camino Island, Washington.
It is now time to get busy with signing petitions, making calls, emails, and donations so here goes

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Tea Party News <email@news.teapartyinfo.org>

To: go_wonderer_go@yahoo.com 

Sent: Wednesday, August 8, 2012 2:29 PM

Subject: White House Forgery

To view this as a web page, click here

Score another big win for the Tea Party and fellow Patriots who want America returned to her former glory!

A few days ago, Ted Cruz won big, pulling out a stunning upset in the Texas run-off election. Tea Party-backed Cruz
cruised to victory, grabbing the GOP senate nomination in a gripping race watched across the country.

Not just a win for Texas, it was a win for the people of America and the Tea Party along with all we believe in.

“We are witnessing a great awakening…

millions of Texans, millions of Americans,

are rising up to reclaim our country, to

defend liberty and to restore the

Constitution.” – Ted Cruz

We did it again and we will keep doing it!!!!

We will keep rolling over the Washington establishment, takedown after takedown until Obama, America’s Fraud
President, and every one of his anti-American socialist-loving, Constitution crushing creeps are gone, obliterated,
FIRED!!!

Obama’s failure to launch—to bring America back to her glory—is leading to continued Tea Party takedowns and
victories nationwide. But we are not done—we’re just getting fired up!

If you haven’t jumped in now’s the time.
LET’S GO!

One by one, we will replace the political hacks—the liars, cheats and frauds in Washington that have destroyed
America—and we will continue to do so with your help.

Donations are pouring in from all over the country from Patriots just like you and they’re helping us fuel the
campaign to OUST OBAMA and his corrupt criminal cronies. Our campaign is growing.

The ONE MILLION CALL CAMPAIGN we started recently to expose and depose America’s Fraud President has been
blown wide open!
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We’re now well past the one million call mark and are making unlimited calls as fast and as furiously as we can!
That’s thanks to Patriots just like you who are donating whatever they can to support our efforts to make calls, send
letters and faxes and rally voters across the country.

Make no mistake… we are exposing America’s Fraud President and his evil deeds, his lies, deceptions and frauds.

We WILL fire Obama. America’s Fraud President continues to blatantly LIE to the American public.

If we do not throw him out now America may never ever recover.

Do you want him FIRED? Are you ready to step up and deliver the knockout blow—the final TAKEDOWN? Then start
by donating now.

Do you see the with anger every time you see his disgusting face and watch him open his pie hole?

Do you want to puke every time you hear him spew lies during his campaign commercials?

Do you want to fire him every time you hear something come out of his mouth?

Do you want another four years of mass destruction? No? Then DO IT—join with us in our efforts to give him a
boot right up the ol’ alleyway.

Are you with me? Can we do this? YES!

O’Scumbucket is hiding more secrets than Victoria

He is the master of secrets. A master of disguise. America’s Fraud President is the master of deception of the
puppeteer of socialism. He is leading our country down a path of deadly destruction and is the most sinister force we
have ever seen in the White House.

And, the more we dig, the more horrific finds we make. The more we find the more TERRIFIED we become.

Who is this man behind the mask? He must be the true face of evil to hide so much personal information and to
have so many secrets and tell so many LIES.

Secret after secret, lie after lie—at our expense and that of our future generations.

Remember:
The birth certificate produced by the White House proven a
computer-generated forgery
All of his records sealed—birth records, college records,
passport records
Selective service records altered
Surrendered his license to practice law—but why? Did he ever
really have one?
Hides his true birth place 
Is married to a woman who was DISBARRED 
Confessed to cocaine and drug use—and has never said he
stopped
Listed as a “foreign student” in a Harvard Law School Review
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pamphlet
Holds MULTIPLE social security numbers (How many do you
have—one? Yeah, me too.)
Associates with KNOWN communists and subversives.

Shall I go on? Do you really need to hear more? The first several items should be enough to make your blood boil.
The list is long and chilling.

And now, lawlessness running rampant through the O’Scumbucket administration with…

Obama planning to ROB THE VOTE!
STOP HIM NOW! America’s Fraud President and his merry band of fools and robbers are widely regarded as the
most lawless in U.S. history. If you’re not sold on that then WAKE UP.

Look at this:
When they didn’t have enough votes for ObamaCare—they
BRIBED senators!
When they didn’t like the Defense of Marriage Law—they just
refused to defend it in court
Oh, Congress won’t grant amnesty to millions of ILLEGALS? No
problem, his royal highness just went around them with an
executive order
When they didn’t want to defend America’s borders—they just
sued states to get their way
And when a Congressional inquiry comes O’Liars way–he just
ignores the subpoenas
When Obama and his criminal cronies wanted to bolster their
agenda to take away your Second Amendment right to bear
arms? They handed guns to known criminals and cartels (Can
you say BACKFIRED?!)

With the election coming up FAST, do NOT be fooled by the face of evil! America’s Fraud President stopped at
nothing to cover up his true identity. And he will stop at nothing to win this election—including ROB THE VOTE.

Yes, STEAL the election with any means possible—illegal means that is.

STOP OBAMA NOW!
His secret reelection strategy is to ABUSE his
power and commit widespread voter FRAUD

Yep, you read that right. Besides bribing his core constituencies he is hell-bent on encouraging, enabling and
spurring on with every means possible to rampantly abuse America’s election system.

How can this be? According to the August 2012 edition of WND’s Whistleblower magazine which has done an in-
depth report on this issue, Obama and his corrupt administration:

- Consistently suppress, disqualify and mishandle votes cast by our own military men and women—those deployed
overseas protecting our country.

Do you know: in the November 2010 mid-term election, less than 5 percent of military voters were able to cast an
absentee vote that counted, according to data released by the federal Election Assistance Commission?

DISGRACEFUL! DISGUSTING! DESPICABLE! 
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What’s more as part of the ROB THE VOTE plan:

U.S. voter rolls include 2 million DEAD people
Washington is fighting Florida’s attempt to clean up its voter
records tooth and nail—Florida wants to purge voter records of
illegals, deceased, non-citizens and those not eligible to vote
There are incredibly lax controls at voter polls
A national campaign is soliciting foreigners to register to vote
New schemes to stuff ballot boxes nationwide are being
secretly planned
Communist and Muslim nations being asked to assess US
American voter-ID laws: There’s only one response to this:
WTF?
Strong opposition to the use of photo ID at voter polls by the
Washington Gestapo. Ok, yeah, you have to show ID to get into
a Michelle Obama book signing but not to vote. What’s wrong
with this picture?

Are you feeling shock and disbelief, shaking your head thinking “No way, Obama wouldn’t do that…would he?” You
damn well better believe it.

Remember, this is America’s most notorious criminal who has gone to great lengths to conceal his true identity and
birth place. He had his birth certificate altered and presented a FORGERY to the American public. We know this
because?

In the marked “Race of Father” was written
“African.” Small problem: “African” was not used
as an identifier until 1989—28 years after
Obama’s birth. 
That box is also coded with the number nine.
Nine means “no information given.” The box
should have been empty. It doesn’t take a genius
to figure out someone tampered with it. 
Fueling the fire: Obama’s birth number should
have been lower than a set of twins born after
him at the medical center—but his number is
higher.

Now, here is the thing and you need to hear this loud and clear:

We’re making inroads but we need to keep the momentum of the ONE MILLION HOUSEHOLD BLITZ campaign going
strong. We are less than 12 weeks from Election Day and there is absolutely no time to waste. Nor do we have time
for panty wastes so get going.

At only .23 cents per household how many households do you want to hear the truth about “America’s Fraud
President?” Donate $23 and you help us reach 100 households. $230 reaches 1,000!!!! Whatever you can give helps.

It takes an army to get this stuff out…coordinate the campaign efforts, create the messages, distribute the messages
and reach the people. People who deserve to know that Obama is evil incarnate.

We will NOT put up and shut up nor will we let those who tend to be apathetic.

Look how far your dollars can go when you donate to our campaign to OUST OBAMA:

How many households will you help at .23 cents each?

100 Households - 23.00

250 Households - 57.50

23772

http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt5Hn8SA9MKJDK8_nGHxKLZTwjPcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFDA
http://news.teapartyinfo.org/HS?a=ENX7CqkHt5Hn8SA9MKJDK8_nGHxKLZTwjfcStGb5lw8W0bBhOG5mpqVsje_HhdAEXFDB


500 Households - 115.00

1,000 Households - 230.00

2,000 Households - 460.00

4,000 Households - 920.00

10,000 Households - 2,300.00

Many Households - DONATE

Show your true American colors. Become a Tea Party Guardian for less than a
dollar a day! With your support, each month a fax blast goes to every Senator and
member of the House—all 535 members and all 50 governors—in YOUR name!

Your recurring pledge helps us promote the values of the Tea Party and protect
those values we hold dear. And, it ensures we can stay on mission. You also get
discounts on Tea Party T-shirts and hats for Tea Party Guardians ONLY. Become a
Tea Party Guardian today.

Act NOW or else…
Be prepared to suffer phase two of Obama’s deadly and

destructive “Assault on America”

Fear America’s Fraud President like you would have feared Hitler, Stalin, Mussolini or Saddam Hussein.
He is the face of evil. 

A new book by Aaron Klein titled “Fool Me Twice: Obama’s Shocking Plans for the Next Four Years Exposed” exposes
the blueprint for Obama’s second term and it is mind-blowing madness.

Heresy to the Constitution and the people of the United States!!!

The book is based on exhaustive research into Obama’s upcoming presidential plans and policies, as well as second-
term recommendations of major progressive groups behind Obama and the Democratic leadership.

They are the very organizations given free rein to craft legislation and set the political and rhetorical agenda for the
president and his allies—and they have more power than you can imagine.

According to Fool Me Twice, among the ASSAULT ON AMERICA Obama plans to carry out in his second term:

Stealth plans that grant amnesty to even MORE illegals—all
done through executive orders and agency directives. What
else? When Obama can’t get what he wants through Congress
he just goes around them—no regard for the laws of our land. 
New restrictions on apprehending illegals who will be part of
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what they will call the “vulnerable population.” Vulnerable
defined as anyone who provides support to minor children,
parents or other dependants and those who have medical or
mental health needs. Yep, pretty much ALL illegals.
It would no longer be legal to apprehend undocumented
persons on the premises or in the vicinity of more than 20
public places – and don’t dare try to apprehend the pregnant or
disabled illegals. Insanity!!!
Caps would be removed on highly restricted visas—someone
thinks the US isn’t giving out enough green cards. Talk about
balls!
Registration of illegals would be snatched from Congress and
placed with an agency in the executive branch. Can you say
communist state?
Register the new illegals as voters. Of course, and next thing
you know O’Fraud would be changing terms limits for the
president of the United States—with all the “new Americans”
behind him.
Government-funded, neighborhood-based programs to
integrate the newly amnestied immigrants into society,
including education centers and health care centers. Mmmm
hmmm, and who’se going to pay for THAT? We are.
A 21st century version of FDR’s Works Progress Administration
program within the Department of Labor that would oversee a
massive new bureaucracy and millions of new federal jobs.
Great, MORE government, just what we need—NOT.
Swiping control of the military budget from Congress by placing
an ”independent panel” in charge of military spending—while
slashing our defense budget to jaw dropping levels. Talk about
feeling stripped naked with no protection!
Enacting single-payer health care legislation controlled by…the
federal government. The same federal government who has
never run a successful program in its history. God help us all.

We must get America’s Liar-in-Chief out NOW. He is a threat, a danger and a menace to America.

You must act now—step up and do your part. Get ready to do battle with the enemy. None of this “yeah I’ll do it
later” do it NOW! Elections are less than 12 weeks away.

We cannot afford another four years of America’s Fraud President, OBUMA.

Get off the couch and get going. We need you now more than ever. Donate now to help fund our efforts to fire his
sorry ass before he can deal us the most catastrophic blow of all: turning America the free into America the
shackled, led by an evil dictator.

BE FOREWARNED:
The lies of Obama—Lucifer Incarnate—will create a Reign of

Terror so horrific we will never recover ... unless you act
NOW

Under America’s Fraud President—a force so evil we can only compare him to Satan—our country has suffered
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tremendously. He has done nothing but spew lies to deceive unsuspecting Americans and bring our country to her
knees.

Under his Reign of Terror there has been nothing less than oppression, suppression and depression:
26 million are underemployed
47 million Americans are living in poverty—that’s 1 in 7
Federal debt and deficit are the highest since World War II
Long-term unemployment is the highest since the 1930s
Home ownership is the lowest since 1965
Government dependency is at the highest level EVER in
American history

Lie after lie after lie—at our expense.

NO JOBS
yet he said he was going to create jobs.

HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT 
yet he promised unemployment would drop to 5.6% by the
end of his term.

FRAUD BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
yet he said he was an American-born citizen.

OBAMACARE WILL SLAP AMERICANS WITH THE LARGEST
TAX IN US HISTORY 
yet he promised he wouldn’t raise taxes.

FORECLOSURES AND BANKRUPTIES ARE SKY HIGH 
yet he proudly proclaimed “the private sector is doing just
fine.”

FREE ENTERPRISED DESTROYED 
yet he had the balls to say if you have your own business,
you didn’t build it. (And he’s continuing to lie right to your
face in his new commercials saying “I didn’t say that.” OH
YES YOU DID O’SCUMO!!!)

VICIOUS LIES—MOUNTAINS OF THEM! (If he were Pinocchio his nose would have
reached Mars by now.)

Do you want another 4 of this failure ?
HELL NO!

Then DO SOMETHING NOW.

He conceals more than he reveals.
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Where was he born? Who are his parents? What is his real name? Did he actually graduate from any school? What
is he hiding that he spent $3 MILLION to conceal? It has to be HUGE when the veil of secrecy is torn away—and it
WILL be.

It’s time to get super nasty—nastier and more vengeful than we have ever been. 

The gloves are off. We won’t stop until we’ve fired King Obama and he cowers off to wherever he really came from.
We won’t stop until more conservative, Constitution-loving Christians take back control of Washington.

The momentum has already started and we are now in the middle of a ferocious campaign to FIRE AMERICA’S
FRAUD PRESIDENT. You ain’t seen nothin’ yet.

If we don’t rid ourselves of this monster now, he’ll take from the mouths of your family and give it to illegals or
indigents who don’t want a job, only a handout. Most recently Obama declared welfare recipients don’t even have to
prove they are looking for a job.

INSANE! INCREDULOUS! INANE!

As Obama disembowels our Free-Enterprise Republic, his liberal lunatics cheer him on. They drank the Kool-Aid and
apparently did the drugs. Apparently they are STILL doing them.

But YOU have the POWER to make things happen. Donate now to keep the campaign to blow America’s Fraud
President out of office going strong.

We depend on you and need you. Our country needs you. If you’re going to sit back and say “my vote doesn’t count,
I can’t do anything by myself” then kiss off. That kind of slacker crap attitude is a vote for Obama.

Are you with us? Can we count you in?

Patriots, it’s time to get ready, take aim and FIRE America’s Fraud President. Let’s go!

IT’S TAKEDOWN TIME! 

PS: If you have any doubt whatsoever, let me remind you of the extensive damage he’s done since taking control
—and this is the SHORT LIST!!!!

Shoving ObamaCare—the plan NO ONE wanted, down our
throats 
Slapping Americans with the biggest tax in the history of our
country
Applauding the advances of the Muslim Brotherhood
Demanding government-paid abortions and blowing away
religious freedom
Forbidding domestic oil production
Approving drones to fly over America
Defunding NASA
Waging war on Libya without a cause
Demanding the U.N. take out guns
Taking on the second amendment, threatening again, our right
to bear arms
Running up the largest deficit in the history of America
Giving BILLIONS to solar companies that have since gone
bankrupt
Refusing to visit Israel, throwing the Jews under the bus
Giving illegals a free ride on the backs of hardworking
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Americans
Appointing 45 “czars” into office (hello, this is America B.O.,
not a communist country!!!)
Putting the enforcement of ObamaCare in the hands of…the
IRS
Sucking at the trough, taking 19 vacations in 3 years on our tax
dollars
Spending tens of billions in taxpayer dollars and breaking
legally binding contracts to give his union buddies a big, fat
payoff
Stimulating NOTHING with his stimulus plans except the
wallets of big wigs on Wall Street—and his own narcissistic ego
8% unemployment for 40 straight months
$4 billion in new debt EVERY DAY
Spending, spending, spending while lying and telling Americans
we need to cut spending. Need I say more?

This email is never sent unsolicited. You have received this Teaparty.org email

because you subscribed to it or someone forwarded it to you. To opt out, see

the links below.

If this email has been forwarded to you and you would like to sign up:

SUBSCRIBE

For information on advertising with TeaParty.org, please contact:

ADVERTISE

TO OPT OUT

Remove your email address from our list. We respect your right to privacy. View our policy.

This email was sent by: Teaparty.org, 24338 El Toro Rd, Suite E-108 Laguna Woods, California 92637

.
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From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Why governors should not implement state insurance exchanges under Obamacare
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 10:03:30 AM

 
 
From: Americans for Limited Government
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:51 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: Why governors should not implement state insurance exchanges under Obamacare
 

Nov. 14, 2012
 
Why governors should not implement state insurance
exchanges under Obamacare
There is no question that if governors decide to implement such
an exchange, they will be aiding and abetting the implementation
of this law.
 
Cartoon: Fault
Who will Obama point to now should he fail in his second term?
 
Michigan's insane 25×25 proposition: A postmortem
On Nov. 6, Michigan ratepayers from left to right were emphatic
that there is no "desire" for mandated and subsidized industrial
wind projects, in their backyard or anywhere in the State.
 
The truth about climate change
Hurricane expert Prof. Roger Pielke Jr.: "Sandy was terrible, but
we're currently in a relative hurricane 'drought.' Connecting
energy policy and disasters makes little scientific sense."

Why governors should not implement state insurance
exchanges under Obamacare
By Bill Wilson

Those governors that are today considering whether or not to
implement a state-run health insurance exchange under the new
health care law may hold the fate of Obamacare in their hands.

Under the law, state exchanges would be responsible for
dispersing some $800 billion to private insurance companies.
There is no question that if governors decide to implement such
an exchange, they will be aiding and abetting the implementation
of this law.

That is because implementing a state exchange neutralizes the
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ability of businesses to fight the job-killing employer mandate.

According to a recent study by Case Western Reserve University
School of Law's Jonathan Adler and the Cato Institute's Michael
Cannon, "Taxation without representation: The illegal IRS rule to
expand tax credits under the PPACA." a federal exchange that
would be implemented in the stead of a state exchanges  "lacks
statutory authority" to dispense the insurance subsidies.

In the study, Adler and Cannon make the case that "An Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) rule purports to extend these tax credits
and subsidies to the purchase of health insurance in federal
exchanges created in states without exchanges of their own."

The problem, according to Adler and Cannon, is that the "text,
structure, and history of the Act show that tax credits and
subsidies are not available in federally run exchanges. The IRS
rule is contrary to congressional intent and cannot be justified on
other legal grounds."

This creates a real problem legally for the Obama Administration
in states that a federal exchange is implemented. By not
implementing the state exchange, governors such as Rick Perry
in Texas or Rick Scott in Florida are effectively giving employers
in those states the standing to sue against the new IRS rule.

In other words, it creates an avenue to fight against the
implementation of the law. For employers that do not wish to be
under Obamcare's thumb, such a move at least gives them a
fighting chance.

But if the exchange is implemented by the states, employers in
those states will not have any chance at all to challenge the law.

If courts do rule that federal exchanges in fact do not have the
legal authority to disperse the insurance subsidies, the law would
effectively be gutted. States that want to gut the employer
mandate would be able to do so.

That is because states under the recent Supreme Court ruling by
John Roberts upholding parts of the law are not obligated to
expand Medicaid eligibility. A combination of not executing the
insurance subsidies and opting out of the Medicaid expansion
would effectively defund the law in those states.

In turn, this would extend protection from the employer mandate
to businesses in those states. Without the cost burdens imposed
by the state exchange, affected employers would enjoy a
significant competitive cost advantage over their competitors in
states which have exchanges.

The Roberts ruling was devastating to those who do not wish to
see the federal government administering a national health care
law, but the fight is not yet lost.

Governors of all states that oppose this law have a responsibility
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to their constituents not to implement the state health insurance
exchanges.

In the process, they will force the Obama Administration to
implement federal exchanges, and, in turn, to defend them in
court when challenges arise. This may be the last, best chance
for the states to undermine the law, as Republicans in Congress
will lack the votes to repeal it in the upcoming congressional
session.

Another area to litigate is that although all appropriations are
supposed to originate in the House, the Medicaid and insurance
subsidies under the law fall into the constitutionally questionable
category of so-called "mandatory" spending. Like Medicare and
Social Security, funding for Obamacare is set to run on autopilot
for as long as the law stands.

Get full story here.

Fault

Get permalink here.

Michigan's insane 25×25 proposition: A postmortem
By Kevon Martis

The Michigan Energy-Michigan Jobs (MEMJ) Proposal 3 - its 25
by 25 gambit - would have forced Michigan taxpayers and
ratepayers to produce 25 percent of the Wolverine State's
electricity via expensive, unreliable, parasitic wind and solar
projects by 2025.

The misguided program has now been laid to rest by the wisdom
of Michigan's voters. What can we learn by autopsying its
corpse?

This initiative was hardly local. It was driven by out-of-state
pressure groups like the Sierra Club that were backed by the
League of Conservation Voters, natural gas company
Chesapeake Energy, and a number of deep-pocketed elites.
MEMJ itself was funded largely by the Green Tech Action Fund of
San Francisco; the Natural Resources Defense Fund of New
York, whose president is multi-millionaire Frances Beinecke; and
San Francisco hedge fund billionaire Tom Steyer.

These carpetbagger activists placed a bull's-eye on Michigan
ratepayers with Proposal 3. Sierra Club was blunt: "If successful,
the [Michigan] 25×25 initiative will send an important signal to the
nation that public desire to move toward green energy remains
strong."

The grassroots activists who defeated this proposal had no
billionaire largesse to draw upon. They were united under the
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Interstate Informed Citizen's Coalition, a bipartisan renewable
energy consumers watchdog group dependent on small
contributions to support its work and committed to advancing
sensible science-based energy policies and free market land use
policies.

Compelled by the principle that industrial renewable energy
schemes like Proposal 3 bring far more benefit to their invisible
corporate cronies than to the environment, IICC members
traveled the state on their own dime to speak out, protest,
educate and inform. Their reward was sweet: they took their
message of science-based energy policy to the people, who
responded at the ballot box, soundly defeating Proposal 3 by 64-
36 percent.

Using Sierra's own test, Michigan ratepayers have shouted there
is no such "public desire."

In fact, there is widespread opposition to mandating forest-
denuding biomass and massively expensive solar. But the hottest
conflict focused on industrial wind. Michigan wind projects have
lost at the ballot box virtually every time they have been put to the
vote in a fair manner - and by similar margins.

At the township level, opposition to wind cronyism is just as
strong. In Lenawee County, Riga Township rejected wind-friendly
zoning by 64-36 percent. Two more Lenawee Townships followed
suit. In Huron County, Lake Township removed a wind friendly
ordinance by a similar 61-39 percent. And in Clinton County
townships are intent on adopting police power regulations for
wind energy installations, in defiance of too-permissive county
level zoning.

This opposition is strongly bipartisan. Proposal 3 and its miles of
wind turbines were opposed by both the free market Americans
for Prosperity and Michael Moore movie producer Jeff Gibbs.

Get full story here.

The truth about climate change
Prepared by the Committee For A Constructive Tomorrow,
summarizing current knowledge on climate.

1) CO2 is a greenhouse gas and it has been rising steadily.
How can you deny global warming?
The Earth has warmed - and cooled - over the past 50 years.
We've also experienced periods of "unusual" weather and
"normal" weather, more frequent and intense storms and
droughts, less frequent and less severe storms and droughts.
That's natural and cyclical. However, we don't agree that humans
are responsible, or that climate change is becoming dangerous or
catastrophic.

CO2 is a trace gas, but without it life on earth would be
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impossible. Carbon dioxide fertilizes algae, trees and crops, to
provide food for humans and animals. We inhale oxygen and
exhale CO2. Slightly higher atmospheric CO2 levels (390 ppm or
0.039% of the atmosphere at present) cannot possibly supplant
the numerous complex and inter-connected forces that have
always determined Earth's climate.

As University of London professor emeritus Philip Stott has noted:
"The fundamental point has always been this. Climate change is
governed by hundreds of factors, or variables, and the very idea
that we can manage climate change predictably by understanding
and manipulating at the margins one politically-selected factor
(CO2), is as misguided as it gets." Carbon dioxide is not the tail
that wags the dog. Even the global warming activists at
RealClimate.org acknowledged this in a September 20, 2008
article, which said, "The actual temperature rise is an emergent
property resulting from interactions among hundreds of factors."

2) Haven't the past few years have shown global warming to
be worse than we thought?
As the real world evidence mounts that global warming claims are
failing, climate activists have ramped up predictions of future
climate change impacts, declaring that it is "worse than we
thought." But a prediction or projection 50-100 years into the
future is not "evidence." Recent scientific data and developments
reveal that Mother Nature is playing a cruel joke on promoters of
man-made climate fears. The scientific reality is that on virtually
every claim - from A to Z - the claims of manmade climate
disaster promoters are failing. In many instances the claims are
moving in the opposite direction.

Antarctic sea ice has been at or near record extent during the
past few summers and is now expanding. In 2012, Arctic sea ice
hit its lowest point since satellite monitoring began in 1979, with
recent ebb and flow in ice extent now known to be the result of
giant storms, ocean currents and high pressure days.  Polar
bears are thriving across the Arctic. Sea level rise has not been
accelerating.

Cholera and malaria are not related to climate change and refuse
to follow global warming predictions. Mount Kilimanjaro melt fears
are mocked by gains in snow cover. Global temperatures have
been stable for over a decade, and many scientists are predicting
global cooling is ahead. Deaths from extreme weather are
declining dramatically.

Global tropical cyclone activity is near historic lows, the frequency
of major U.S. hurricanes has declined, and big tornados have
dramatically declined since the 1970s. In fact, 2012 is thus far the
quietest tornado and quietest hurricane summer on record. Even
with Hurricane Sandy, November 2012 marks the quietest long-
term hurricane period since the Civil War, with one major
hurricane strike on the U.S. in seven years. Droughts are not
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historically unusual nor caused by mankind, and there is no
evidence that we are currently having unusual weather.

Get full story here.
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Will Obama Defy Supreme Court If ObamaCare Is Ruled
Unconstitutional?
Mar 30, 2012 02:33 pm | Doug Book

For 2 years, champions of ObamaCare have been careful to lay out the advantages
of their federal dictatorship before handpicked audiences of organized labor and
supportive media transcriptionists, at events where applause lines have been
rehearsed and questions carefully pre-approved.… Continue to Post

Forgerygate: An Open Letter To The Staff Of Andrew Breitbart, Part
2
Mar 30, 2012 02:30 pm | Tom Ballantyne Jr.

Following is a continuation of the now-infamous interview of Ben Shapiro, the
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Editor-at-Large of Breitbart.com, by Tea Party Power Hour talk-show host, Mark
Gillar on Saturday, March 17, 2012.  The Author was Mark’s second guest in the
segment that followed on… Continue to Post

Video: Is Barack Obama A Soviet Spy?
Mar 30, 2012 02:28 pm | Floyd Brown

Cartoon: Supreme Court Obamacare
Mar 30, 2012 02:22 pm | Cagle Cartoons

Cartoon:Supreme Court Obamacare

What Did The Left Actually Get Out Of The Zimmerman-Martin
Case?
Mar 30, 2012 02:13 pm | Kevin "Coach" Collins

In its panting and perverse charge to find an issue to ignite Black enthusiasm to vote
for Barack Obama, the Left has run through a dark alley with a blindfold on.
Predictably, they have stepped on nails and smashed their… Continue to Post

Video: Obama A Hypocrite When It Comes To ‘Civility’
Mar 30, 2012 02:12 pm | Kris Zane

Silence From Holder And Obama On Racist New Black Panthers Is
Deafening
Mar 30, 2012 02:06 pm | Ron Reale

Do we really want to see how much money people who are fine with removing
someone from society are willing to spend? Does President Obama and his fellow
racist at the Dept. of Justice, Eric Holder, have anything to say… Continue to Post

ObamaCare Heading For Rocky Future
Mar 30, 2012 01:58 pm | Matt Vespa
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The Supreme Court concluded oral arguments Wednesday surrounding the
constitutionality of ObamaCare.  It appears that liberal hopes of the Supreme Court
upholding the individual mandate have been greatly reduced.  On Dana Loesch’s
radio show, Missouri Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder stated that Jeffrey… Continue to Post

Video: Hannity’s Media Mash, “Trayvon Martin Edition”
Mar 30, 2012 01:51 pm | Floyd Brown

Chicken Little Climate Change Alarmists Are Shamelessly At It Again
Mar 30, 2012 01:50 pm | Frank York

The Chicken Little’s are once again screaming about the end of the world as we
know it due to alleged “global warming.” The latest alarmist jabberwocky comes
from a Reuters article in the Scientific American, titled: “Global Warming Close To…
Continue to Post

Will Obamacare Survive The Supreme Court?
Mar 30, 2012 01:44 pm | Highest Branch

The Supreme Court has decided many landmark cases that have had a generational
impact on our society.  The Dred Scott vs. Sandford Case (1857) determined
whether all Americans would be protected by the Constitution.  Brown vs. Board of
Education (1954)… Continue to Post

Video: Obamacare Case A “Train Wreck” Before Supreme Court
Mar 30, 2012 01:43 pm | Kris Zane

Is America Today Apathetic Or Just Plain Scared?
Mar 30, 2012 01:41 pm | Tim Powers

For over two hundred and thirty years, Americans have stepped up and fought for,
as well as died for, Freedom and Liberty. Freedom and Liberty from tyranny,
anarchy, fascism, and communism. I am sure that every red blooded American has…
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Continue to Post

Feminism Takes A SlutWalk
Mar 30, 2012 01:32 pm | Matt Vespa

Sandra Fluke’s colleagues at the Law Students for Reproductive Justice are having a
“slut-pride” seminar at Harvard’s Sex Week.  I thought we weren’t suppose to use
that word or any misogynist terms in the public lexicon since it “shame[s] women…
Continue to Post

Video: Brother: Medical Records Will Prove George Zimmerman’s
Story
Mar 30, 2012 01:24 pm | Floyd Brown

Liberals Prepare To Vilify The Supreme Court If They Don’t Get
Their Way
Mar 30, 2012 01:20 pm | Matthew Sheffield

Despite their earlier confident pronouncements that Obamacare was on extremely
sound legal footing, liberals are starting to finally realize that the medical system
law which Democrats shoved through the Congress in a purely partisan fashion has a
very good chance… Continue to Post

Justices Meet Friday To Vote On Obamacare
Mar 30, 2012 01:18 pm | Breaking News

While the rest of us have to wait until June, the justices of the Supreme Court will
know the likely outcome of the historic health care case by the time they go home
this weekend. After months of anticipation, thousands… Continue to Post

Video: MSNBC Makes More Political Hay
Mar 30, 2012 01:09 pm | Matt Vespa
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Highlights Of House GOP Budget
Mar 30, 2012 01:02 pm | Breaking News

Highlights of the Republican budget passed by the House on Thursday: —Envisions
discretionary and mandatory spending of about $40 trillion over the next decade,
$7 trillion less than spending projected in President Barack Obama’s budget
proposal. It cuts taxes by… Continue to Post

New Developments From Japan Show The Left Is Wrong On Two
Big Fiscal Issues
Mar 30, 2012 12:55 pm | Breaking News

There are several semi-permanent fiscal policy fights in Washington, most of which
somehow are related to the big issue of whether government should be bigger or
smaller. Today, I want to focus on two of those battles, and point to… Continue to
Post

Video: Matthews Accuses GOP Of Voter Suppression
Mar 30, 2012 12:53 pm | Floyd Brown

DHS Clueless About Unauthorized Foreigners In U.S.
Mar 30, 2012 12:12 pm | Breaking News

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) only takes action against a “small
portion” of foreigners who overstay their visa—like several of the 9/11 terrorists—
and allows hundreds of thousands to enter the United States without proper
authorization under a provision that… Continue to Post

Google’s New “Account Activity” Service Raises Privacy Concerns
Mar 30, 2012 11:56 am | Breaking News

A new service offered by Google is raising some eyebrows, as users now have access
to monthly reports that reveal all their online activities using Google products
(Gmail, YouTube, Google+ social network, online search, etc.). Called “Account
Activity,” the new… Continue to Post
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Video: Did Santorum Start To Say The N-Word?
Mar 30, 2012 11:50 am | Floyd Brown

Cartoon: Unlimited Power
Mar 29, 2012 05:59 pm | Cagle Cartoons

Cartoon:Unlimited Power

If you missed it:
Video: Sheriff Joe On Obama’s Forged Identity Records

Where Was The Outrage From The Liberal Media On This Other Interracial Murder

Story?

Is The Health Care Law Constitutional? No, Strike It Down Now!

Video: Take Obama Off His Teleprompter And He’s Void Of Originality And Honesty

Cartoon: Obama Flexibility After Election
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From: Ryan Jham
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: FW: wonder boy
Date: Wednesday, August 29, 2012 10:27:46 PM

James Carville is right. Paul Ryan, the Tea Party wonder boy, is speaking tonight in front of his
biggest fans. And when they hear his Obama-bashing speech, the money will pour in to defeat
President Obama and Democrats nationwide.

Please chip in $3 or more to help us fight back and elect a Democratic majority for
President Obama >>

-----------------Original Message-----------------

From: James Carville
Subject: wonder boy

Want to know why Romney put his money on the right-wing wonder boy, Paul Ryan, as
his VP candidate?

You’re going to see this week. When Ryan gives his big Convention speech and starts railing
against Obamacare, those Tea Party fanatics are going to be leaping off their backsides to
donate whatever they’ve got to defeat the President.

There's no way around it -- combine all this Tea Party money with all that Koch Brothers’ Super
PAC cash, and we’re in danger of letting this thing get out of hand.

We've gotta close the gap and fight back before it’s too late.

Chip in $3 or whatever you can muster to back up President Obama with a
Democratic majority >>

Now, we’re coming down to the home stretch -- the election is only a couple months out. I
don't want that feeling in my gut after it's over where I wish we’d done more.

So I need y’all with me right now. Step up, hit ‘em where it counts, and send these guys
packing once and for all:

http://dccc.org/Send-em-Packing

C’mon now!

James
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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UN Flag

From: Judy Earnheart
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fw: Your Constitutional Rights Will Expire On July 27
Date: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:49:41 AM

Is this legal?????????
 
From: Western Journalism
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 8:03 AM
To: efarm@
Subject: Your Constitutional Rights Will Expire On July 27
 

On July 27th, Barack Hussein Obama Intends To Sign A United Nations
Treaty That Will "Legislate Gun Control In The United States" Through

The Backdoor Via The United Nations "And Effectively Repeal Our
Second Amendment." 

     No, your eyes are not playing tricks on you. Those are the
words of Dick Morris, the threat to your liberties is real and
imminent, and Morris is not alone. Chris Cox, the executive
director of the NRA's Institute for Legislative Action (NRA-ILA),
is sounding the alarm as well: 

     "Representatives from many of the world’s socialist,
tyrannical and dictatorial regimes [are gathering] at the United
Nations headquarters in New York for a month-long meeting, in
which they’ll put the finishing touches on an international Arms
Trade Treaty that could seriously restrict your freedom to own,
purchase and carry a firearm." 

      It's happening right now... at this very moment. The member states and thugocracies
of the United Nations have been meeting, behind closed doors with Hillary Clinton, since
July 2nd to hammer out the final details on their so-called Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and
Barack Obama, HAS VOWED to sign it on July 27th. 

       And if you're not worried, you should be. Cox goes on to say: "You might think that
something so obviously menacing to one of our enumerated fundamental rights would
receive a strong rebuke from our top government leaders. BUT YOU'D BE WRONG. This is
President Barack Obama’s vision for America, and we’re expected to just go along with
it."

      We need our elected officials on record NOW. And it's not enough to call on them to
oppose the ATT, AFTER Barack Obama signs it. We must DEMAND that they announce
their intentions to vote AGAINST ratification of this treasonous treaty NOW... BEFORE
Barack Obama signs it on July 27.

      Make no mistake, if you do not make your voice heard now, your constitutional and
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God-given right to keep and bear arms may forever be regulated and controlled by
thugocracies within the United Nations that have no intention of following the dictates of
the very treaty they will impose upon you. 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

And Where Are Our Republican Leaders? 

     At least we knew where President George W. Bush stood on the ATT.  As a matter of
policy, he not only opposed the ATT but also proclaimed that the United States would
have no involvement with the planning or implementation of the ATT. He wanted no part
of this treasonous treaty. 

      As Bloomberg news reported, under the Bush Administration, the United States "was
the only nation to oppose the 2006 resolution to create an international treaty on the
sale of small arms and light weapons, and subsequent measures to continue the talks." 

      But the times, they are a changing. Instead of following President Bush's example
and saying, from the get-go , that there is no way in the nether regions of hell that this
voluntary surrender of our constitutional rights will ever see the light of day; Senate
Republicans are taking more of a 'let's-wait-and-see-what-the-UN-comes-up-with'
approach. 

      And while they procrastinate, Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama are legitimizing and
actively negotiating something that is illegitimate... something that the United States
should never be negotiating in the first place. 

      Make no mistake, our elected officials like to talk tough. As a matter of fact, a
number of Senators penned a strongly worded letter on ATT to Barack Obama last year,
and they even went so far as to say that they would "oppose ratification of an Arms
Trade Treaty presented to the Senate that in any way restricts the rights of law-abiding
citizens to manufacture, assemble, possess, transfer or purchase firearms, ammunition
and related items." 

      But... 

      Don't be lulled into complacency by the tough-sounding rhetoric. Words are cheap
and we must demand action because anyone who knows how the UN operates, knows
that its S.O.P. is deception. The ATT WILL, without a doubt, contain written promises
and grandiose assurances... and the UN will assure  far too many Senate Republicans
that the ATT will in no way restrict your right to legally own a firearm. 

      Of course, those assurances will be lies.  Anyone who knows how the UN operates,
also knows that those promises and assurances won't be worth the paper on which they
are printed. Once the ATT is signed and ratified our own government, under the
supervision of the thugocracies of the United Nations, will start to "regulate" and, soon
thereafter, start to "confiscate." 

      Don't take our word for it. Former UN ambassador John Bolton, says that the UN “is
trying to act as though this is really just a treaty about international arms trade between
nation states, but there is no doubt that the real agenda here is domestic firearms
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control.” 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

And President Bush Was Right. 

     Make no mistake, if the United States Senate ratifies the ATT, the world will become
an even more dangerous place because the rogue nations in the United Nations have no
intention of following the the ATT. 

      Oh they'll try to force the Great Satan to follow the treaty to the letter... even as the
dictates and requirements for compliance continue to morph. 

      But rogue countries like Iran will stockpile weapons and openly distribute them to
every enemy of the United States around the world as the United Nations turns a blind
eye. That's simply how the UN operates. 

      George W. Bush knew it.... that's why he refused to allow the United States to have
anything to do with this bogus UN treaty. 

      Barack Obama knows it... that's why he's pushing this bogus UN treaty. 

      And our elected officials know it too... that's why there is NO EXCUSE WHATSOEVER
for allowing them to play a "let's-wait-and-see" charade? 

      If President Bush didn't play "let's-wait-and-see" ... if Barack Obama isn't playing
"let's-wait-and-see" ... then the American people most certainly shouldn't tolerate our
elected officials playing "let's-wait-and-see." 

      We don't need to see the ATT to know it's bad news and there's no better time than
the present for them to proclaim, for the rest of the world to hear, that the people who
elect them don't want any part of this suicidal UN treaty.

      It's time to make our Republican leaders understand that we don't negotiate over
that which is non-negotiable. 

      And when we do, we must make it clear that we're not going to tolerate them waiting
until AFTER Barack Obama signs this treaty to go on record. We're DEMANDING that
they announce that they WILL vote AGAINST ratification of the ATT NOW... BEFORE
Barack Obama signs it on July 27. 

      The dictators, and the despots, and the America-hating tyrants of the world need to
be sent a clear and unmistakable message. 

      The ATT may be part of "Barack Obama’s vision for America" but we're not going to
"just go along with it." because our constitutional rights are NON-NEGOTIABLE...
period... end of sentence! 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.
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If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

Would You Attempt To Stop An Escalation of Crime In Your
Neighborhood By Appointing A Gang Of Violent Street Thugs To

Confiscate Your Neighbors' Firearms? 

     Do you doubt that rogue nations, like Iran, have no intention of abiding by this treaty
and that the UN has every intention of turning a blind eye to the flagrant violations of
the rogue nations that will violate this treaty? 

      Do you doubt the the real purpose behind the ATT is to diminish, and hopefully
hamstring, the United States? If not, consider the following. 

      The members of the UN Conference of the Arms Trade Treaty just appointed Iran to
head the negotiations on this stealth gun-control treaty. 

      Yes, Iran... the rogue nation that has proclaimed that Israel should be blown off of
the face of the earth... the nation that was just admonished (with a wink and a nudge)
by the UN Security Council for illegally supplying weapons to Syria... weapons that
Bashar al-Assad is using, at this very moment, to commit heinous acts of genocide
against his own people. 

      Hillel Neuer, the executive director of UN Watch, a non-governmental monitoring
group recently told NewsMax.com: "This is like choosing Bernie Madoff to police fraud on
the stock market." 

      Actually Mr. Neuer, it's more akin to recruiting a gang of violent street thugs to
confiscate your neighbors' firearms as a crime prevention measure. 

      Conservatives can legitimately argue over whether those who founded the United
Nations did so with the best of intentions or the worst of intentions. 

      But it is indisputable that the UN is presently one of the greatest perpetrators of evil
in the world today. 

      Under the deceptive guise of "promoting world peace" and "securing human rights,"
the thugocracies that call themselves member nations of the UN commit horrendous
atrocities and use the "legitimacy" of the United Nations as a staging ground and
platform to spread tyranny throughout the world... and they do it using your hard-
earned tax dollars. 

      If you doubt that the ATT is anything other than a means to effectively repeal the
Second Amendment, which guarantees us the right to bear arms... the appointment of
Iran to head the Arms Trade Treaty negotiations should remove all doubt and now, it's
high time that our elected officials get the message. 

Usse the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and
every one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.

 

If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.
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Still Not Convinced? Here's More. 

     But just in case the hypocrisy of appointing one of the world's most notorious
exporters of illegal firearms and flagrant violators of human rights to head the
negotiations of a treaty that is supposed to eradicate the illegal weapons trade and
secure human rights around the world is not enough to convince any skeptic that the
United Nations has ulterior motives: 

      Consider the very first stipulation of the draft resolution of the ATT: "Recognizing
that arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation are essential for the maintenance
of international peace and security." 

      Consider the fact that the ATT specifically calls for the passage of a legally binding
instrument that will impose international standards for the ownership, trade, and
transfer of weapons. 

      Consider the following snippet from TownHall.com: "Also included in the [ATT] press
kit, however, was a report by the UN Coordinating Action on Small Arms titled, 'The
Impact of Poorly Regulated Arms Transfers on the Work of the UN,' which... states that
legally owned weapons should be regulated (along with everything from small arms and
light weapons to helicopters, aircraft, tanks and heavy artillery) because of the 'problem
of diversion' or, transfer of weapons to the illicit market." 

      And lastly, consider the following admission from the UN: "[N]o treaty controlling the
transfer of arms internationally can be effective without controls on transfers inside
member states." 

      Case closed. Now, let's send a clear and unmistakable message to our elected
officials. 

      Tell them that waiting until AFTER Barack Obama signs the ATT to condemn this
treasonous treaty will not be viewed as a "reasoned," "practical," "prudent," or
"diplomatic" approach to foreign policy. 

      Tell them that the American people will view such hesitation as a betrayal of their
solemn duty to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. 

      Tell them that issuing strongly worded letters signaling opposition to a treaty "IF" it
infringes on the constitutional rights of Americans, when it is already apparent that the
ATT will do just that, does not mitigate that betrayal. 

      Tell them that sending a message, no matter how it is couched, that expresses a
willingness to entertain or permit negotiations on matters that are non-negotiable is an
act of treachery in the eyes of the American people. 

      And finally, tell them that the constitutional right of citizens of the United States to
bear firearms is God-given and that no American wants or needs the permission of the
United Nations to maintain right to own a gun. 

      And let's make sure that they understand that message NOW... BEFORE Barack
Obama signs this treasonous treaty... so that the rest of the world does not mistake the
intent of the American people or question our resolve. 

Use the button or the hyperlink below to send your urgent Blast Faxes to each and every
one of the Republican Members of the United States Senate.
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If button above does not work, please use this hyperlink.

 

Floyd Brown

 

Floyd Brown

P.S.  If Republicans want the American people to support them in
November, then they must give the American people something that
they have failed to give in the past... an honest attempt to repeal
ObamaCare. Let them know that they will not be given the opportunity
to repeal ObamaCare after the November election, if they do not
convince the American people that they are making an honest attempt
to repeal it TODAY! 

The  Western Center for Journalism is a 501©3 educational organization. Contributions are tax-

deductible as allowed by IRS regulations. Personal and corporate contributions are allowed. 

The Center for Western Journalism
42104 N Venture Drive Suite B-122, Anthem, AZ 85086  (202) 370-6366

Sent to efarm@  — why did I get this? 
unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences 
Western Journalism · 42104 N Venture Drive, Suite B-122 · Anthem, AZ 85086
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Fwd: draft: exchanges/medicaid
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 2:28:29 PM

Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 12:16:58 PM PST
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>, Denise Northrup
<Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Cc: Aaron Cooper <Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: draft: exchanges/medicaid

This is really long … but it is two big issues that we are trying to look thoughtful about
so maybe that’s ok.
 
Governor Fallin today released the following statement, announcing that Oklahoma
would not pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the
proposed Medicaid expansion under the Affordable Care Act:
 
For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers and
health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action for
Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange
and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Our
priority has been to ascertain what can be done to increase access to health care,
lower the cost of medical treatment, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state of Oklahoma.
 
Because the health care industry has become a complicated maze of legal and
regulatory restrictions and guidelines, a situation which has only been made
worse by the 1,000 plus page Affordable Care Act, any decision regarding the
future of Oklahoma’s health care policy is a complex one.  The decision, for
instance, to either create a state-based exchange that is compliant with the ACA,
or to let the federal government run one of its own designs, requires a large
amount of background and contextual information that the Obama
Administration has been unwilling to provide. Basic questions such as ‘how
much will an insurance exchange cost the state of Oklahoma?’ have still been
left unanswered. It continues to be disappointing and frustrating that so little
information has been provided to states.
 
At this time, the state of Oklahoma has been placed in a highly undesirable
position. As I have said many times before, it is my belief the ACA is both
unworkable and unaffordable. The people of Oklahoma have also
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overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the ACA through their support of
State Question XX, which in 2010 made it unconstitutional to mandate the
purchase of health insurance in this state.  Yet despite the clear rejection of the
ACA by voters and elected officials in Oklahoma, it remains the law of the land.
 
Where health insurance exchanges are concerned, Oklahoma is faced with a
choice. We are being asked to either join the federal government in helping to
implement the ACA by creating an exchange approved by the Obama
Administration, or else to accept one created and run by the federal government.
While neither choice is a good one, I have determined the state of Oklahoma
does not stand to benefit from committing its own dollars, resources and staff to
designing an exchange that our citizens do not want. Furthermore, without more
detailed information from the Obama Administration regarding the rules and
regulations within the ACA, the state is unable to adequately plan and design an
exchange of its own making.  With those facts in mind, I have informed the
federal government today that Oklahoma will not be pursuing the creation of a
state-based exchange.
 
After careful consideration, I have also informed the federal government that
Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable and threaten
other vital state services by permanently committing the state of Oklahoma to
annual expenses of $50 million to $100 million each year. Expenses of that
magnitude would require drastic cuts to other important government priorities,
such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid
expansion offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological
stripes have criticized as inflexible and inefficient. 
 
Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously.
The first will be to continue our opposition to the Affordable Care Act through
the appropriate legal channels. Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has filed
a lawsuit challenging the legality of the ACA, an effort which is fully supported
by my office. Our second, and equally important goal, will be to pursue state-
based solutions that offer families better access to more affordable and high
quality health care in the private sector.  I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care
solutions for Oklahoma families. 
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup 

To: 
Subject: 

Alex Weintz: Michelle Waddell 

Fwd: Exchange information 
Date: 
Attachments: 

Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:42 AM 
AEI Making Effective Connections.docx 
ATTOOOOl.htm 

Alex - FYI only 

Michelle - would you print these for gov? 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Marie Sanderson 
Date: November 9, 2012 
To: Marie Sanderson 
Cc: Dustin Huffman 
Subject: Exchange m orma ion 

Chiefs, Act ion Officers and Healthcare Advisors: 

To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI 

and various news clips today on t he subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 

extension at t he end of t he email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We 

will continue to provide you w ith informat ion as we access it. 

Thanks, 

Marie 

Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill) 

In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act - not going too far to 
embrace the law, which remains divisive with the public and anathema to 
conservatives, but also not skipping a chance to wrest authority from the federal 
government. 

Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press) 

McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint 
for the state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance 
exchange. "The only logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don 't 
have the answers for Virginia. They're telling us we have two years to build an 
exchange. It's expensive .... I don't want to buy a pig-in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers." 

Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch) 

"Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way 
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really is limited,” Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate
for the federal government to administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s
participation in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the
federal government to create a state-federal partnership insurance exchange because
we will not benefit from it and implementing it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of
dollars.
 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision
until notifying federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an
exchange once federal agencies wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability
to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business
Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday
that's still his thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal
government. The deadline for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that
it won't be running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin
under the federal health care law. That means that the federal government will step in
to create an insurance exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion
and the costly subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily
dependent on state compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that
states are not at the mercy of the federal government. Many state officials realize that
there is little upside to joining forces with Washington in implementing this disastrous
endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the
last major entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets
off a stiff competition for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and
Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another
checkpoint on Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track

23801



to begin enrolling people in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about
the November deadline,” Leavitt’s Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual
deadline, in January, to show you can make this work.” With benchmarks looming, and
the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican governors seem to be in
the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether
to build online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and
small businesses can shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid
programs to reach many more low-income people.
 
Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to
set up their own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the
federal government will step in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't
spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on
Exchange Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to

decide whether they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to

several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human

Services by that date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that

will launch in 2014, create a state-federal partnership or let the federal government

operate the exchange in their area. Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new

deadline for states that want to operate the marketplaces alone but have a rolling

deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to

determine whether there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for

them to set up their own new health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-

148, PL 111-152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid

exchange before the election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a

show of support for the statute, many may be interested in exerting some control

over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the alternative would be one run by
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Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government

operate an exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned

the state government from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states

refusing to run a state-administered exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ

HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own

state-run exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that

are posted on the agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases,

governors who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state

legislators. On Wednesday, Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would

prefer to have the state run its own insurance exchange program than leave it to

federal officials. But state legislators in his party chimed in with criticism, saying that

the legislature would not go along with the creation of a state-based exchange.

Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Date: Friday, October 14, 2011 4:29:29 PM 

ICY MI 

From: Rep-Press, Finance (Finance) 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 12:04 PM 
To: Lawless, Julia (Finance) 
Subject: FINANCE COMMITTEE REPUBLICANS SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO DEFICIT REDUCTION 
COMMITTEE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 14, 2011 

CONTACT: Julia Lawless, Antonia Ferrier 
(202) 224-4515 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPUBLICANS SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO DEFICIT REDUCTION 
COMMITTEE 

WASHINGTON - Today, a group of Republican members of the Senate Finance Committee submitted 
recommendations to the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction (Joint Committee) for 
consideration. Under the Budget Control Act, congressional committees can submit recommendations to 
the Joint Committee by October 14, 2011. The Finance Committee has jurisdiction over all tax policy, 
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security, pensions, welfare and international trade. 

In a letter to Joint Committee Co-Chairs Senator Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. Jeb Hensarling (R
Texas) which accompanied the recommendations, the Senators wrote, "As members of the Senate's 
Committee on Finance, we are submitting our recommendations on tax, entitlement programs, and 
trade policy that make meaningful contributions to deficit reduction." 

The recommendations were submitted by Finance Committee Ranking Member Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), 
and Senators Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Pat Roberts (R-Kansas), Mike Enzi (R
Wyo.), John Cornyn (R-Texas), John Thune (R-S.D.), Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) and Richard Burr (R-N.C.). 

The recommendations to the Joint Committee are as follows, and can be found HERE: 

TAXATION: The Senators outline seven guiding principles and six specific proposals that comprehensive 
tax reform should achieve: 
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·         The principles for reform include economic growth, fairness, simplicity, revenue neutrality,
permanence, competitiveness, and savings and investment.

·         The specific proposals include an income tax rate for individuals and corporations that is no
higher than 25 percent; repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and its tax
increases; full repeal of the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT); the adoption of a territorial tax system as
an anchor for corporate tax reform; small business income should only be subject to a single level of
tax; and the Joint Committee on Taxation (JCT) should include macroeconomic feedback effects in its
revenue estimates of any tax overhaul.  

HEALTH CARE AND WELFARE:  The Senators outline the challenges facing Medicare, Medicaid, and
Welfare programs and the means of fixing them.

MEDICARE – Designed for seniors, the Medicare program is split into Part A for in-patient hospital care,
Part B for out-patient services, Part C for Medicare Advantage plans, and Part D for prescription drug
coverage.

Medicare: The Senators recommend:
·         Addressing the eligibility age;
·         Evaluating the impact of supplemental coverage;
·         Establishing a uniform deductible covering Medicare Part A and Medicare Part B services; and
·         Strengthening efforts against fraud, waste and abuse.

Medicare Part A: The Senators recommend:
·         Reducing geographic variations in health spending;
·         Realigning provider payments; and
·         Evaluating existing cost-sharing structures for post-acute services.

Medicare Part B: The Senators recommend the evaluation of the Medicare Part B cost-sharing threshold
to ensure the long-term health of the Supplementary Medical Insurance (SMI) Trust Fund.

Medicare Part C: The Senators recommend:
·         Examining approaches that competitively set reimbursement to plans and simultaneously
preserve access in rural areas; and
·         Promoting reforms that encourage innovative plan designs to meet beneficiary needs. 
 
Medicare Part D: The Senators recommend a reevaluation and examination of the current Part D cost-
sharing thresholds to ensure long-term health of the program.

MEDICAID – Designed for low-income and disabled individuals and families, Medicaid is a joint federal-
state program: The Senators urge modernization of the program using the successful welfare reform
model of the 1990s with states and governors leading the way through:

·         Implementing fiscal responsibility by giving states defined budgets; and
·         Empowering states to implement solutions for their citizens by giving states flexibility to:
o   Modernize eligibility determination;
o   Develop and implement provider reimbursement systems that encourage value over volume of
services;
o   Design benefits that comport with private-sector coverage, encourage healthy beneficiary behavior,
and better manage chronic disease;
o   Provide long-term care benefits with approaches that promote cost-effectiveness and self-directed
services; and
o   Partner with the federal government in providing more coordinated care for beneficiaries eligible for
both Medicare and Medicaid.
Repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: The Senators recommend the repeal of this
flawed health law as an essential step in improving the nation’s future economic and fiscal outlook.

Welfare and Related Program:  The Senators recommend collapsing the Social Services Block Grant, the
Child Care and Development Fund and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families into one funding
stream for states, the Social Services Fund, and establish time-defined goals.
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Tort Reform: The Senators recommend tort reform as a means of slowing health care costs that are
driven in part by the expensive practice of defensive medicine and saving billions of dollars.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE – Trade Adjustment Assistance:  The Senators recommend the following:

·         Reform the eligibility criteria to ensure that only those dislocated workers whose job loss is
directly related to international trade are eligible for benefits;
·         More narrowly defined benefits; and
·         Allocation of any additional funding only to those programs that directly benefit dislocated
workers.

SOCIAL SECURITY – The Senators find that with over 55 million Americans receiving Social Security
retirement, disability, or survivors benefits and with fewer workers supporting more and more retirees,
timely reform of this program is necessary and would send a positive signal to financial markets that
America is solving its long-term imbalances.

The Senators recommend that reforms accord with the following principles:

Reform should ensure lasting, sustainable solvency of the program and maintain the integrity of Social
Security as a safety net program that protects against poverty in old age or when a worker becomes
disabled;
Promised benefit changes should apply to younger workers who can plan accordingly and should not
change the real value of benefits for current retirees or those close to retirement;
Any proposed benefit changes should ensure protection against poverty for workers with low lifetime
earnings and disabilities;
Maintain, as best possible, the fundamental value that there is a relationship between what workers put
into the system and what they get out;
Be mindful of the negative effects of raising payroll taxes and lifting the taxable wage cap, as both
would slow job creation and economic growth; and
The Disability Insurance component of the Social Security system – with a Trust Fund that will be
exhausted as early as 2016 – must be a part of any overall Social Security reform effort.

###

Marie Thomas Sanderson
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
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From: Mike Thompson
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare" Funds
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:19:14 PM
Attachments: NEWSEAL

ATT00001.htm

Did u guys know they were going to do this?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Shawn Ashley <Shawn.Ashley@oid.ok.gov>
Date: April 13, 2011 5:14:56 PM CDT
To: Mike Thompson <Mike.Thompson@oid.ok.gov>, Rick Farmer
<Rick.Farmer@oid.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return
of Federal "Obamacare" Funds

FYI

 

From: Ray Carter [mailto:carterra@okhouse.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2011 5:02 PM
To: Ray Carter
Subject: Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage Return of Federal "Obamacare"
Funds
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Oklahoma House of Representatives

Media Division

April 13, 2011

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact info below

 

Freshman GOP Representatives Encourage 

Return of Federal “Obamacare” Funds

 

OKLAHOMA CITY – Freshman Republican representatives are encouraging state officials to not accept federal funds promised to Oklahoma under an “Early Innovator” grant authorized by the federal Affordable Care Act.

            In February, the House approved HB 2130, which establishes a state health insurance exchange.  The bill did not include a provision to accept or deny the $54M grant.

            “What we voted for was a free-market exchange based on choice and competition, which will ultimately lower health care costs,” said Rep. Randy Grau, R-Edmond.  “We did not vote to accept federal money that may require us to set up a federal health care system.”

            “Since the vote on HB 2130, it has become increasingly apparent that we cannot accept this money without also accepting the strings attached to it,” said Rep. Elise Hall, R-Oklahoma City.  “It is time to go on record that we do not want this money, but instead, we want to set up an exchange that is right for Oklahoma, not Washington D.C.”

            “We join Senator Tom Coburn and many conservative organizations in supporting health insurance exchanges like that established in Utah,” said Rep. Tom Newell, R-Seminole.  “But we think it is important to sever any ties to Obamacare, which means that the federal funds need to be rejected.”

            “The idea of an exchange based upon free-market principles comes from the Heritage Foundation, a leading conservative think tank,” said Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy.  “The idea was around before President Obama, but it appears he is now trying to use exchanges to push federal health care.”

            “We will continue to work with the Governor and House leadership in promoting Oklahoma health care solutions, not Washington D.C. solutions,” said Rep. Marty Quinn, R-Claremore.

            “Many of us in the House campaigned on the platform of free market principles. If we accept federal money with strings attached, we are going back on our word,” said Rep. Josh Cockroft, R-Tecumseh. “It is time for us to sever any ties to Obamacare and allow the private sector to thrive under these free market principles.” 

            “I strongly support the private sector and oppose Obamacare and the use of federal money for a health care exchange,” said Rep. Dennis Casey, R-Morrison.

            “The state must learn to stop accepting federal money and let Oklahomans take care of Oklahoma,” said Rep. Aaron Stiles, R-Norman. 

            “The attachment of the federal money and its link to federal health care was not fully recognized before the vote on the exchange,” said Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant.

            “Clarification of the issue seems to tie federal grant money to the Obamacare effort,” said Rep. Jadine Nollan, R-Sand Springs.  “I support an Oklahoma health insurance exchange without any federal ties.”

 

For further comment:

Contact: State Rep. Randy Grau                    Contact: State Rep. Josh Cockroft

Capitol: (405) 557-7360                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7349

 

Contact: State Rep. Dennis Casey                  Contact: State Rep. Rusty Farley

Capitol: (405) 557-7344                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7363

 

Contact: State Rep. Elise Hall                                    Contact: State Rep. Tom Newell

Capitol: (405) 557-7403                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7372

 

Contact: State Rep. Jadine Nollan                  Contact: State Rep. Marty Quinn

Capitol: (405) 557-7390                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7380

 

Contact: State Rep. Dustin Roberts               Contact: State Rep. Sean Roberts

Capitol: (405) 557-7366                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7322

 

Contact: State Rep. Aaron Stiles                    Contact: State Rep. Steve Vaughan

Capitol: (405) 557-7386                                  Capitol: (405) 557-7355
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From: Katie Altshuler 
Katie Altshuler To: 

Subject: Fwd: Fw: -- SPAM -We might actually have a reasonable solution to Tort Reform! 

Monday, February 28, 2011 5:09:27 PM Date: 

Glenn Coffee * 

Is this email not displaying correctly? 
Vif:NI it in your browser. 

While sitting in the Senate Gallery during SB 863, I learned an important aspect of tort 

reform that I hadn't heard before. 

The tort reform bill in 2009 NEVER went into effect! 

Basically here's the rundown ... As the current law was written, before the soft caps 

would go into effect, there had to be an "indemnity fund" of $20 million to cover doctor's 

losses over a million dollars. 
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First, are you kidding me? Wasn't it the doctors who said they didn't want the federal 

government to get involved in the health insurance business with Obamacare (which I 

totally agree with) yet they wanted the state of Oklahoma to fund their malpractice 

insurance? 

Luckily, the State Legislature never allocated the $20 million to this fund. However, by 

doing so, we never have had soft caps in place. 

So my questions to the Senators was this... Why not just strike the indemnity fund 

requirement and let the current law go into effect before we try to completely shred the 

7th Amendment? 

Well I think someone in the House had the same idea because HB 2128 appeared (as 

amended) this past Friday. 

Guess what it does? Other than lower the limit to $300,000 for the soft caps, all it does 

is take away the indemnity fund requirement and puts the 2009 law into effect. 

This is tort reform that I as a Constitutional conservative can get behind. It prevents 

jackpot justice and frivolous lawsuits while still letting the judge lift the cap in instances of 

catastrophic injury. 

From what I have been told, this bill will be heard in the House Judiciary committee this 

Monday afternoon. 

Here are the three Representatives that I need you to call tomorrow and let them know 

that this is a good bill to get behind. 

First, please call Speaker Steele at (405) 557-7345. He is the author of this bill and we 

need to let him know that we conservatives support HB 2128 as a reasonable tort reform 

bill. 

Second, please call Rep. Fred Jordan at (405) 557-7331. He is the chair of the Judiciary 

Committee and we need to let him know of our support for this bill as well. 

Third, please call Rep. Dan Sullivan at (405) 557-7361. He is the House author of SB 

863. We need to let him know that HB 2128 is a much better alternative than his bill and 

that we hope he can get behind Speaker Steele's legislation. 

I plan on attending the Judiciary Committee tomorrow and will be tweeting updates from 

the Capitol. To follow me on Twitter. please click here. 

Also, I will be announcing this week a series of Town Halls across the state . I will let 
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you know more as soon as I firm up the dates and locations. 

Sincerely, 

David Tackett 

Oklahomans for Liberty 

I follow on Twitter forward to a friend 

Copyright© 2011 Oklahomans for Liberty. All rights reserved. 
Please hit unsubscribe if you not wish to receive further emails. 
Our mailing address is: 
Oklahomans for Liberty 
PO Box 140725 
Broken Arrow. OK 74014 

Add us to your address book 

unsubscribe from this list I update subscription preferences I view email in browser 
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Glenn Coffee; Alex Weintz; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: Fwd: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States" Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:49:02 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: GOVERNING <newsletters@governing.com>
Date: November 29, 2012 3:18:16 PM CST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States' Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound
Reply-To: e.Republic <marketing@erepublic.com>

Welcome to GOVERNING Data, our newest monthly
newsletter with the latest data releases, analysis and
graphics. This is the second of three preview
editions.

Confirm your free subscription here to continue to
receive the monthly newsletter.

Report: 21 States’ Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound  

State pension systems suffered a significant blow during the

recession, but it didn’t hit all  systems equally; some fared much

worse than others. A study by investment research firm

Morningstar, Inc., published earlier this week assesses the financial

health of each state system, highlighting a wide disparity in the

actuarial adequacy of funding levels.

An alarming number of funds face a steep uphill  climb in fully

funding their plans. The report found 21 states’ aggregate funded

ratios fell below 70 percent, which Morningstar considers the

threshold for “fiscally sound” systems. Illinois (43.4 percent),

Kentucky (50.5 percent) and Connecticut (53.4 percent) registered

the lowest funding levels of all funds examined.

Morningstar also appraised states’ fiscal health by calculating the

unfunded actuarial accrued liability per capita, approximating the

amount for which taxpayers would be on the hook if each had to

ante up to make the systems whole. By this measure, Alaska tops

all other states with an unfunded liability of $10,235 per resident for

its plans, followed by Illinois and Hawaii.

Other states have managed to largely shore up their funds. Eight

states recorded unfunded liabilities of less than $1,000 per capita,

while seven systems’ aggregate funding ratios exceeded 90

percent. The report lauded Wisconsin – with a 99.8 percent funded

Sponsor: GOVERNING

FEATURED DATA SETS

Economy and Finance
Most states won't be seeing much additional tax

revenue from Black Friday sales. View use tax

collections for each state.

Public Workforce and Salaries
Track monthly changes in state and local

government employment with our chart of Labor

Department data.

Transportation 

Our interactive map shows changes in bicycle

commuting for more than 400 communities.

Education
View education levels for metro areas, as

estimated by the Census Bureau.
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ratio for its system -- as the nation’s strongest.

Read full story and view data for each state

Analysis: Redistricting Mostly Protected
Incumbents in Congressional Races
The 2012 elections – the first since redistricting – saw few

competitive House races in a year when the nation remained mostly

evenly split. Some incumbents benefited from high name

recognition and weak challengers. Others, though, had the scales

tipped in their favor when party officials drew new Congressional

maps intended to limit their vulnerability.

Only 64 of the 435 House races were decided within a 10

percentage-point margin, according to a Governing review of

elections data. Of all incumbents vying to retain their seats in the

general election, just 21 had been defeated as of Tuesday. In 2010,

79 House races had margins of victory less than 10 percent and 54

incumbents lost.

Read more and view partisan composition of states' members

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsor: IBM

Overcoming Challenges of Asset Management Amid
Declining Federal Budgets

Modern asset management solutions are often no longer

included in large program budgets and logistics

professionals and engineers at federal agencies are

being tasked to do more with less and extend the service

life of existing assets. Without the ability to piggy-back

modern asset management solutionson to large program

budgets, agencies must find other ways to modernize

their asset management solutions. Learn more.

OTHER HEADLINES
2012 Elections Leave Few State Legislatures with Split Control

Personal Incomes Rise in All Metro Areas, Most Counties

Unemployment Rates Drop in 37 States

Jobs Report: Public Sector Employment Drops Slightly After

Rebound

MAP OF THE MONTH: Personal Income Per Capita

 

Personal incomes rose in nearly all counties, but Great Plains

Health
Our map shows how far along states are in

establishing health insurance exchanges.

Census
Where do baby boomers live? View our

interactive map of boomers across the U.S..

Politics
How gerrymandered is your state or

congressional district? View our maps and data.

Safety and Justice
Eighteen states now have laws legalizing

marijuana in some form.

Environment
View top nuclear-producing states and countries.

UPCOMING RELEASES
 

Dec. 4: 2011 Annual Survey of State Government

Finances (Census)

Dec. 6: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

5-Year Estimates (Census)

Dec. 7: Monthly Jobs Report (BLS)

Dec. 18: Work Experience of Population (BLS)

Dec. 19: State Quarterly Personal Income, 1st

quarter, 2012-3rd quarter 2012 (BEA)

Dec. 21: Monthly Regional and State

Employment, Unemployment (BLS)

Dec. 27: Updated National and State Population

Estimates (Census)

DAILY DIGIT

6,968
Illinois has 6,968 units of local government, the

most of any state, followed by Pennsylvania and

Texas. View detailed totals for each state from the

2012 Census of Governments.

More Digits
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states registered the largest jumps in yearly per capita rates,

according to data released this week by the U.S. Bureau of

Economic Analysis. View a map with current and historical data for

each county.

MORE DATA: View a complete list of new databases, maps,

visualizations and other tools on the GOVERNING DATA

homepage.

Find an interesting data set or have a good idea for a story?

Contact GOVERNING Data Editor Mike Maciag:

mmaciag@governing.com
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Fwd: Governor Fallin Press Release
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 1:57:16 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Irwin 
Date: November 19, 2012 1:46:49 PM CST
To: Mark Irwin < >
Subject: FW: Governor Fallin Press Release

Greetings Patriots,
 
I am on new ground here as this is my first ever pro Governor Fallin email, but she has
honored her oath of office and has rejected both the implementation of health
exchanges and the expansion of Medicaid under the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act(Obamacare).  Way to go Madame Governor, perhaps this will be the first step
in establishing the second American Republic.  She will need our continued vigilance
and support to see this thing through.
 
http://www.ok.gov/triton/modules/newsroom/newsroom_article.php?
id=223&article_id=9750
 
 
Mark
 
"Do your duty in all things.  You cannot
do more, you should never wish to do less."
Robert E. Lee
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From: Glenn Coffee
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fwd: Health "Reform" in the Supreme Court
Date: Monday, October 03, 2011 3:50:50 PM

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Doyce Boesch <Doyce.Boesch >
Date: October 3, 2011 8:40:44 AM CDT
To: Glenn Coffee <Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: Fw: Health "Reform" in the Supreme Court

 
From: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) [mailto:Chris_Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, October 02, 2011 06:58 PM
To: Jacobs, Chris (RPC) <Chris Jacobs@rpc.senate.gov> 
Subject: Health "Reform" in the Supreme Court 
 

And no, it’s not the case you’re thinking about…

 

Today, on the first day of the Supreme Court’s October term, the nine
justices will hear a consolidated set of cases from California regarding
Medicaid state payment levels.  The cases center around whether
Medicaid providers and beneficiaries have a private right of action (i.e.,
the right to sue) against state officials regarding reimbursement rates
and beneficiary access. 

 

Two key questions related to Obamacare surround this suit.  First, will
states face yet another obstacle – namely, persistent lawsuits from
provider and/or patient groups – as they try to implement the law’s
massive Medicaid expansion?  At a time when states face budget deficits
totaling a collective $175 billion, the health care law is imposing new
unfunded mandates of at least $118 billion.  States have already
protested the massive uncertainty that the Administration’s dithering on
important regulations has created for them in trying to implement the
massive and cumbersome law.  Will they now be faced with even more
uncertainty in the face of a newly empowered trial bar that feels free to
sue Medicaid agencies at will?

 

While the Administration has filed a brief supporting the states’ position,
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other liberals have sided with the trial bar in favoring the right to sue.  In
August, a group of Congressional Democrats – including Leaders Pelosi
and Reid, and Chairmen Baucus and Harkin – filed an amicus brief with
the Court asking them to sustain a private right of action, arguing that
giving beneficiaries the right to sue states “provides impoverished
Medicaid patients and the medical providers who serve them a means of
redress in the court system that they would often not have in the political
battles over budget cuts.” 

 

That then raises the second key question related to Obamacare:  Why do
Democrats claim to support allowing lawsuits for Medicaid patients, when
these same Democrats voted for a bill (now law) that denies Medicare
patients – many of whom are also on Medicaid – the ability to sue to stop
treatments being denied them by an unelected board?  Specifically,
Section 3403 of Obamacare explicitly DENIES Medicare patients the right
to sue over restricted or denied access to care, prohibiting lawsuits
against the rulings of the law’s new board of 15 unelected, unaccountable
bureaucrats.  What’s more, Medicaid providers and beneficiaries currently
have a form of redress – they can (and have) utilized federal
administrative processes through Washington to demand changes in state
Medicaid programs.  Conversely, Obamacare prohibits BOTH judicial AND
administrative review of the board of bureaucrats’ Medicare rulings –
making the power of these unelected officials nearly absolute.

 

The contradictory messages from the Democrat leaders who signed the
brief supporting a private right of action indicate an apparent desire to
see trial lawyers sue everyone BUT the federal government.  Hopefully
the Supreme Court will see through the legal and policy problems
associated with such an approach, and provide the states a modicum of
certainty in uncertain times by declining to endorse a private right of
action for Medicaid patients.

 

Chris Jacobs

Health Policy Analyst

Republican Policy Committee

(202) 224-2946
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From: Ash Bullard
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fwd: Health Care Insurance Exchange
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 12:59:18 PM

Governor Fallin,

Thank you for taking such a strong stand for Oklahoma and all it's free citizens.

That was very strong and courageous.

Sincerely,

Ash Bullard

Begin forwarded message:

From: Ash Bullard

Subject: Health Care Insurance Exchange
Date: November 16, 2012 11:13:16 AM CST

To: info@gov.ok.gov

Governor Fallin,

Please continue to stand against conforming to the Federal Government's 
dictates with Obamacare.  Either refuse to act or make it impossible for 
them to implement their plans in Oklahoma. 

I understand that there will be financial repercussions, but it is worth it 
for our freedom.  You will have my support in your stand.

Sincerely,

Ash Bullard
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Scott Mason
Subject: Fwd: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:39:02 PM
Attachments: HHS Letter to RGA 11 15 12 .pdf.pdf

ATT00001.htm

Pls print

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>
Date: November 15, 2012 3:29:08 PM PST
To: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors
McDonnell and Jindal

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 

From: Mason, James (HHS/IEA) [mailto:james.mason@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:14 PM
To: HHS IEA (OS/IEA)
Cc: Dioguardi, Paul (HHS/IEA); Barson, Emily (HHS/IEA); Snow, Jennifer (HHS/IEA);
Moushey, Allyn (HHS/IEA)
Subject: Letter from Secretary Sebelius to Governors McDonnell and Jindal
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Today, Health and Human Services Secretary Sebelius responded to a letter from
Governor McDonnell and Governor Jindal to the President regarding timelines for
electing a State-based Exchange.  A copy of the Secretary’s letter is attached.
 
Paul Dioguardi

Director of Intergovernmental and External Affairs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:53:15 AM

Thoughts? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Wayne Greene <Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com>
Date: July 30, 2012 10:31:38 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: NGA letter to Sebelius

Alex:

I'm intrigued by this letter to Kathleen Sebelius by the executive director of the
National Governors Association, raising the possibility that states might accept
some, but not all of the ACA's Medicaid expansion. Accepting Medicaid
expansion to 100 percent of the federal poverty level (rather than 133
percent) would save the state money in the future and prevent the creation of
a non-coverage gap between Medicaid and a federal health insurance
exchange. Here's the letter:

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-
committee-letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---
affordable.html 

I know the governor has said she is studying the issue and listening to the
stakeholders and that she isn't likely to make a decision soon.

But can you say whether an intermediate step such as the letter seems to
anticipate is one of the options under consideration? Or perhaps, that it's been
looked at?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Fwd: NGA letter to Sebelius
Date: Monday, July 30, 2012 10:53:15 AM

Thoughts? 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Wayne Greene <Wayne.Greene@tulsaworld.com>
Date: July 30, 2012 10:31:38 AM CDT
To: Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>
Subject: NGA letter to Sebelius

Alex:

I'm intrigued by this letter to Kathleen Sebelius by the executive director of the
National Governors Association, raising the possibility that states might accept
some, but not all of the ACA's Medicaid expansion. Accepting Medicaid
expansion to 100 percent of the federal poverty level (rather than 133
percent) would save the state money in the future and prevent the creation of
a non-coverage gap between Medicaid and a federal health insurance
exchange. Here's the letter:

http://www.nga.org/cms/home/federal-relations/nga-letters/executive-
committee-letters/col2-content/main-content-list/july-2-2012-letter---
affordable.html 

I know the governor has said she is studying the issue and listening to the
stakeholders and that she isn't likely to make a decision soon.

But can you say whether an intermediate step such as the letter seems to
anticipate is one of the options under consideration? Or perhaps, that it's been
looked at?

wg

Wayne Greene
Senior Writer
Tulsa World
office: (918)581-8308
cell: (918)804-3025
email: wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com
Twitter: @Greene_Wayne
PO Box 1770
Tulsa OK 74102

______________________________________________________________________
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From: clifford hearron
Subject: Fwd: right to bear arms
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:50:09 AM

READ AND BEWARE!!!

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Grant 
Date: Wed, Mar 28, 2012 at 8:45 AM
Subject: Fwd: right to bear arms
To: clifford hearron 

Sent from my iPhone

Nolan Bailey Sr updated his status: "Just received this.... I am passing this along...there are comments

from two other people who have also been asked if we keep guns in the house. The nurse just kinda

slipped it in along with all the other regular questions. I told her I refused to answer because it was

against the law to ask. Everyone, whether you have guns or not, should give a neutral answer so they

have no idea who does and who doesn't. ------------------------------------ My doctor asked me if I had

guns in my house and also if any were loaded. I , of course, answered yes to both questions. Then he

asked why I kept a loaded gun close to my bed. I answered that my son, who is a certified gun

instructor and also works for Homeland Security, advised me that an unloaded, locked up gun is no

protection against criminal attack. The Government now requires these questions be asked of people

on Medicare, and probably everyone else. -------------------------------------- Just passing this along for

your information: I had to visit a doctor other than my regular doctor when my doctor was on vacation.

One of the questions on the form I had to fill out was: Do you have any guns in your house?? My

answer was None of your damn business!! So it is out there! It is either an insurance issue or

government intervention. Either way, it is out there and the second the government gets into your

medical records (As they want to under Obamacare) it will become a major issue and will ultimately

result in lock and load!! 

Please pass this on to all the other retired guys and gun owners...Thanks ----------------------------------

----- From a Vietnam Vet and retired Police Officer: I had a doctors appointment at the local VA clinic

yesterday and found out something very interesting that I would like to pass along While going through

triage before seeing the doctor, I was asked at the end of the exam, three questions: 1. Did I feel

stressed? 2. 

Did I feel threatened? 3. Did I feel like doing harm to someone? The nurse then informed me, that if I

had answered yes to any of the questions, I would have lost my concealed carry permit as it would

have gone into my medical records and the VA would have reported it to Homeland Security. 

Looks like they are going after the vets first. Other gun people like retired law enforcement will probably

be next. Then when they go after the civilians, what argument will they have? Be forewarned and be

aware. The Obama administration has gone on record as considering veterans and gun owners

potential terrorists. Whether you are a gun owner veteran or not, YOU"VE BEEN WARNED ! If you

know veterans and gun owners, please pass this on to them. Be very cautious about what you say and

to whom.".
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From: jimmynye10
To: Governor Info
Subject: Fwd: States to Stop ObamaCare
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 11:51:01 PM

-----Original Message-----

From: Dixie Nixon 

To: Anna Marie Martin 

Sent: Thu, Jul 12, 2012 8:53 pm

Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare

Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012, 8:04 PM

My Fellow Oklahomans,

 
I forwarded this message on to Governor Fallin and my representative asking that they opt out of

Obamacare.  Please let your voice be heard also – call her, write her, forward this message on to

her.  Her e-mail address is:

Mary Fallin

info@gov.ok.gov

From: AmeriPAC [mailto:patriot@ameripacupdate.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:14 PM

Subject: States to Stop ObamaCare

 

View this Email as a Web Page

STATES RESIST & REFUSE OBAMACARE
Friends, as we wait to see if Congress will actually obey the Will of the People, there is

another way to keep the hounds of ObamaCare from our doorstep - compel our

Governors to enforce the 10th Amendment and refuse to implement the wallet busting,

freedom killing socialized medicine program known as ObamaCare.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

In the wake of the devastating SCOTUS ObamaCare ruling, several states are taking a

stand and refusing to implement Obama's socialized medicine scheme. Governors like

Florida's Rick Scott, Wisconsin's Scott Walker and Texas' Rick Perry have drawn a line

in the sand and told the Federal government "thou shall not pass"!

This week, Texas Governor Rick Perry issued a scathing letter to HHS Secretary

Kathleen Sebelius informing her and the entire administration that TEXAS WILL NOT

COMPLY:

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 2020I

Dear Secretary Sebelius :

In the ObamaCare plan, the federal government sought to force the states to expand

their Medicaid programs by * in the words of the Supreme Court - putting a gun to their

heads. Now that the "gun to the head" has been removed, please relay this message to
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the President: I oppose both the expansion of Medicaid as provided in the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act and the creation of a so-called "state" insurance

exchange, because both represent into the sovereignty of our state.

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!
I stand proudly with the growing chorus of governors who reject the PPACA power

grab. Thank God and our nation's founders that we have the right to do so.

Neither a "state" exchange nor the expansion of Medicaid under the Orwellian-named

PPACA would result in better "patient protection" or in more "affordable care." What they

would do is make Texas a mere appendage of the federal government when it comes to

health care.

The PPACA does not truly allow states to create and operate their own exchanges.

Instead, it gives the federal government the final say as to which insurance plans can

operate in a so-called "state" exchange, what benefits those plans must provide, and

what price controls and cost limits will apply. It leaves many questions to be answered

later through federal "future rulemaking."

TELL THE STATES - DO NOT COMPLY - NO OBAMACARE - FAX NOW!
In short, it essentially treats the states like subcontractors through which the federal

government can control the insurance markets and pursue federal priorities rather than

those of the individual states.

Through its proposed expansion of Medicaid, the PPACA would simply enlarge a broken

system that is already financially unsustainable. Medicaid is a system of inflexible

mandates, one-size-fits- all requirements, and wasteful, bureaucratic inefficiencies.

Expanding it as the PPACA provides would only exacerbate the failure of the current

system, and would threaten even Texas with financial ruin.

I look forward to implementing health care solutions that are right for the people of

Texas. I urge you to support me in that effort. In the meantime, the PPACA's unsound

encroachments will find no foothold here.

Sincerely,

Rick Perry

Governor

We need to compel each and every state to resist and refuse Obama's medical

schemes. It may be the only way we escape the final destruction of our rights.

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM OBAMACARE - TELL YOUR STATE TO RESIST &
REFUSE! - FAX YOUR STATE NOW!

Defend America,

Alan M. Gottlieb

Chairman, AmeriPAC

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:

American Political Action Committee (AmeriPAC)
PO Box 1682

Dept Code 6113-n-ag

Bellevue, WA 98009-1682

Paid for by AmeriPAC, a federally-authorized and qualified multi candidate political action committee. Not
authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. Contributions to AmeriPAC will be used in connection
with federal elections. Maximum contribution per individual per calendar year is $5,000. Contributions from
foreign nationals and corporations are prohibited. Contributions are not deductible for federal income tax
purposes.

Copyright © 2012 AmeriPAC, All Rights Reserved.

Forward this Email to a Friend
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mary Fallin; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Alex Weintz; Andrew Silvestri; Steve Mullins
Subject: FYI - Daily Oklahoman Editorial: Oklahoma Officials Must Get Busy Creating Insurance Exchange
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 8:54:32 AM

Oklahoma officials must get busy
creating insurance exchange
 

The Oklahoman Editorial | Modified: June 29, 2012 at 4:44 pm | Published: July 2, 2012    16

CONSERVATIVES in the Oklahoma Legislature, irritated with President Barack Obama and his far-reaching 2010 health

care law, made it a point not to comply with a provision of the law requiring states to create exchanges to

Digesting the ramifications of the U.S. Supreme Court's upholding of the Affordable Care Act will take some time. But what

can't be debated is that Obamacare remains the law of the land, and formation of health insurance exchanges is one part

of that law.

Oklahoma was on its way to creating an exchange early last year and it accepted a federal grant to do so. Gov. Mary

Fallin and Republican leaders in the House and Senate — all  of them staunch conservatives by any yardstick — had

agreed on a proposal. Then some senators protested, citing concerns about federal red tape but mostly making the point

that accepting the grant was the same as endorsement of Obamacare.

That's all  it took to get Fallin and the others to jump ship. The money was returned and the exchange idea shelved.

The toxicity of this law in Oklahoma was such that lawmakers who last summer headed a committee that explored the

state's response to Obamacare were labeled as supporters of the law and drew challengers at the ballot box by far-right

Republicans.

A coalition of health care entities and business leaders, including The State Chamber and the Tulsa and Oklahoma City

chambers of commerce, pushed early this year for formation of a state exchange. The reason was simple: “This issue is

too important to risk the imposition of a federally designed exchange.”

But exchanges remained a nonissue at the Legislature in large part because lawmakers banked on the Supreme Court

spiking the law. They figured, why spend time on something so unpopular and politically thorny when the law is soon going

to be off the books anyway?

Only it's still on the books, and it will remain there unless Congress repeals it. Republicans plan to work toward that, but

succeeding will be a tall  order. They will need Mitt Romney to win the White House in November, and for the GOP to win a

majority in both houses. Oklahoma can't bank on those things happening, although Fallin and others seem content to do

exactly that.

Instead, policymakers need to do what they should have done after rejecting the federal grant — get moving on creating a

state-based, state-run exchange. The law stipulates that these exchanges need to be up and running by Jan. 1, 2014.

State plans for their exchanges are supposed to be filed with the federal government by year's end. States that don't form

their own exchanges will see the government create one for them. We absolutely don't want that as the solution.

The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, a conservative think tank strongly opposed to Obamacare, noted after Thursday's

high court ruling that state policymakers must act. Among the suggestions offered by OCPA fiscal policy director Jonathan

Small: “Lawmakers and the private sector must build state-based firewalls — such as a state-based, almost exclusively

private-sector-operated insurance marketplace — to minimize the intrusion of the federal government into the insurance

market in Oklahoma.”

It's time to get to work on that, finally.
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Read more: http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTOyLf00

 

Read more: http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-

exchange/article/3688629#ixzz1zTOmx2jc

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Governor"s Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56:37 PM
Attachments: image002.png

All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Governor"s Staff
Subject: FYI - Gov. Fallin will be on Greta Van Susteren"s show tonight on Fox News
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 3:56:33 PM
Attachments: image002.png

All,
 
The governor will be on the Greta Van Susteren show on Fox News Channel tonight at
approximately 9:30 p.m. CST to talk about the decision not to pursue a state-based health
insurance exchange and the decision to not expand the Medicaid system in Oklahoma.
 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Aaron Cooper
To: Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts; Cody Inman; Sean Rose
Subject: FYI - health care exchange deadline extended
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:56:37 AM
Attachments: image002.png

FYI – the deadline on the health insurance change has been extended by the federal
government; we will not have an announcement on it today.  If you have questions, let me
know.  Thanks.
 

States get another stay on health insurance exchange deadline

November 16, 2012 | Mary Mosquera

In a second delay in one week, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius has
extended the deadline for one month for states to not only submit their blueprints for a state-
based health insurance exchange but to even decide if they plan to establish their own
exchange.

The original deadline for states to submit their blueprint and a declaration letter to establish a
state-based exchange was Nov. 16.

Last week, Sebelius explained in a letter that states could delay assembling and sending in
their documentation until Dec. 14, but they still had to at least notify HHS of their decision
on a state-based exchange by Nov. 16.

[See also: How the campaigns cast a shadow on HIX, Medicaid —any why they're now
poised for the forefront]

On the eve of that deadline, Nov. 15, Sebelius sent a letter to the Republican Governors
Association, in which she offered more decision-making time. 

The extension delays accommodate primarily Republican governors, who were waiting until
the election outcome to decide whether to move ahead on the exchanges and other features of
the health reform law.

Originally, if states did not meet the Nov. 16 deadline, the federal government would proceed
to set up an exchange for them. HHS wants to be sure that the exchanges can be ready to
start accepting open enrollment in October 2013 and start operations Jan. 1, 2014.

The latest letter responds to a request from Republican Governors Association leaders
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell and Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal for more time to declare
whether states will decide to run a state-based exchange.

“While receiving a letter of intent now will help us assist states in finalizing their application,
a state may submit both a letter of intent and an application to operate its own exchange by
December 14,” Sebelius said.  

HHS also will accept plans from states that have decided to establish a state-federal
partnership exchange by Feb. 15, 2013. States will also be able to apply to run exchanges in
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future.

[Related: Why the initial HIX delay means more to some states than others]

“We are confident governors will have enough time to decide whether they want to establish
an exchange, work in partnership with the federal government or have a federally-facilitate
exchange in their state,” she said.

Sebelius said HHS is “committed to providing states with the flexibility, resources, and time
they need to deliver the benefits of the healthcare law to the American people.”

To date, 17 states and the District of Columbia have decided to build their own exchanges.
Five states — Nebraska, South Carolina, Kansas, Alabama and Florida — have said the
federal government can build their exchanges.

 
 
______________________________________
Aaron Cooper
Press Secretary
Governor Mary Fallin
aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
t - (405) 522-8878
c - (405) 759-0468
 
Find Gov. Fallin on:
 

   
 
On the Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Mary Fallin (maryfallin )
Cc: Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Andrew Silvestri
Subject: FYI: Daily Oklahomn Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 1:38:38 PM

Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are unfounded

 
The Oklahoman Editorial | Published: July 31, 2012     16

SUPPORTERS of President Barack Obama's health care law claim conservatives offer no
alternative other than a return to an untenable status quo.

In reality, Republicans have produced bold reform proposals that would allow officials to
both repeal and replace Obamacare.

Oklahoma's own U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Muskogee, introduced the Patients' Choice Act in
2009 (along with U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and others.)

Coburn's plan would grant individuals the same tax advantages employers get for purchasing
health insurance. That would greatly benefit Oklahoma's countless self-employed farmers,
ranchers and other entrepreneurs, as well as uninsured workers.

Coburn's bill also gives every American a $2,290 tax credit (or $5,710 per family) to buy
health insurance. The tax credit would cover the employee's share of a policy while the
employer continues to cover the rest, as occurs currently. Any remaining tax credit money
could be used for a health savings account covering routine medical expenses.

The legislation reforms Medicaid by giving low-income families an additional $5,000 on top
of their tax credit. That would provide a family $10,710 to buy insurance coverage outside of
Medicaid. Coburn notes that 40 percent of doctors and hospitals nationally refuse to accept
Medicaid patients due to low payments. His plan would therefore improve low-income
families' access to health care.

On the other hand, Obamacare doesn't address Medicaid's problems; it merely supersizes
the program.

Coburn's bill calls for state insurance exchanges giving citizens access to a wide range of
insurance products with guaranteed coverage regardless of age or pre-existing conditions.
Unlike Obamacare, Coburn's plan isn't financed by cutting Medicare funding, and it doesn't
require new spending or new taxes. One independent estimate predicted Coburn's bill could
save $70 billion and provide coverage to a majority of uninsured Americans.
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Ryan, budget guru of the U.S. House, has called for transforming Medicare to a premium-
support payment for currently younger workers and increasing competitive bidding in the
system. He also wants to convert the federal share of Medicaid spending into a block grant
for states, indexed for inflation and population growth, allowing state-level reforms.

Liberals who decry repeal efforts act as though Obamacare has resolved health care
problems. It hasn't. Surveys indicate many experienced doctors are considering retirement
due to the law and fewer people may enter the medical profession.

Steve Jacob, adjunct faculty with the University of North Texas Health Science Center,
estimates the United States will need to produce an additional 24,000 doctors annually for
20 years to meet demand under Obamacare. He notes one in four Oklahoma physicians is
60 or older, and Oklahoma has only 69 primary-care physicians for every 100,000 residents.

Health care costs are predicted to skyrocket under Obamacare. Jacob estimates the average
family premium in Oklahoma will be $22,128 by 2020 under Obamacare, compared with
$13,006 in 2010. Oklahoma employees' share will nearly double while deductibles will surge
to $5,200 from $1,977. The average Oklahoma employee share of the premium and
deductible combined would comprise about 12.5 percent of median household income.

Obamacare is clearly unsustainable. It lacks buy-in from patients and doctors; its financial
impact on government finance and private incomes will be devastating.

Obamacare won't improve our health care woes. Coburn and Ryan show there are
sustainable alternatives to improve patient coverage without breaking the bank.

Read more: http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-
are-unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22E7fDVEa

 

Read more: http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-

unfounded/article/3696764#ixzz22E7R2g7z

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Alex Weintz; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Subject: FYI: Letter from Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin regarding Essential Health Benefits
Date: Monday, October 01, 2012 8:49:00 AM
Attachments: EHB_MaryFallin_10_01_12.pdf
Importance: High

This letter was submitted electronically on Friday to Secretary Sebelius.
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 4:22 PM
To: Kathleen.Sebelius@hhs.gov; amanda.cowley@cms.hhs.gov; Peugh, Lindsey (CMS/CCIIO)
Cc: Jennifer.Cannistra@hhs.gov; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Letter from Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin regarding Essential Health Benefits
 
Please see attached letter from Governor Mary Fallin regarding essential health benefits.
 
 
 
Julie Cox-Kain, MPA
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
juliek@health.ok.gov
(405)271-4200 (Office)
(405)323-2629 (Cell)
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Mary Fallin 


Office of the Governor 


State of Oklahoma 


 
 


 


 


October 1, 2012 


 


Via Electronic Submission  


 


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  


Office of the Secretary  


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  


201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  


Washington, DC 20201 


 


RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 


  


Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


 


On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 


Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 


and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 


was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 


lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 


being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   


 


Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 


Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 


complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 


us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 


this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 


rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 


formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  


  


I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 


our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 


from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 


benefit benchmark plan at this time.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin 


Governor of Oklahoma 







From: Katie Altshuler
To: Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee; Preston Doerflinger
Subject: FYI: State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax
Date: Monday, March 26, 2012 10:29:09 AM

State could get unexpected $46 million from tobacco tax 

BY WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer

Sunday, March 25, 2012

3/25/2012 7:46:34 AM

An unexpected payoff for state government comes with the Affordable Care Act - about $46 million a year in

tobacco tax money with no home. 

Known as "Obamacare" to its opponents, the federal health care law is designed to make sure nearly all

Americans have health insurance, either through Medicare, Medicaid, employer-sponsored plans or individual

plans purchased with government subsidies. 

Assuming it survives a U.S. Supreme Court challenge that is set for oral arguments this week and the national

elections of November, the law takes full effect Jan. 1, 2014. 

That's the day the law says just about everyone should have health insurance and the day that a big part of

Oklahoma's tobacco tax becomes homeless. 

When state voters approved a net 55-cent-per-pack increase in the cigarette tax in 2008, they dedicated much of

the revenue to health care. 

The state used much of that funding for Insure Oklahoma, a state program that mixes Medicaid funding,

employer contributions and tobacco tax revenue to provide health insurance for working Oklahomans who earn

up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. For 2012, that means a family of four would be eligible for the

program if it earned up to $46,100 a year. 

In fiscal year 2011, Insure Oklahoma received about $46 million in tobacco tax money, said Ron Jenkins,

spokesman for the Office of State Finance. 

But all that changes Jan. 1, 2014, said Nico Gomez, spokesman for the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, which

runs Insure Oklahoma. 

"Insure Oklahoma effectively goes away," Gomez said. 

Under the federal health care law, people who earn up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level will be covered

by Medicaid. Everyone above that level who doesn't get insurance through an employer would be eligible to

purchase insurance through a health insurance exchange with assistance of a federal subsidy. 

Insure Oklahoma is left without anyone to serve. 

The funding is a long way down the road, legislatively speaking, and lawmakers are hesitant to talk about it. 
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Rep. Earl Sears, R-Bartlesville, chairman of the House Appropriations and Budget Committee, said he is aware

of the potential future money but said there are a lot more immediate and pressing tax and budget issues to deal

with first. 

The Legislature is currently in the early stages of putting together the fiscal year 2013 budget. The tobacco tax

money wouldn't be available until  halfway through fiscal year 2014. 

One source suggested the money still would have to be used for health purposes, and one possible use would

be increasing the number of state-funded medical residencies at hospitals, a means of dealing with the state's

shortage of physicians, especially in rural areas. 

Rep. Doug Cox, R-Grove, a physician, pointed out that it might take all the extra tobacco tax money and more for

the state to deal with other financial issues forced by the federal health care law. 

There is a good deal of debate about the potential state budget impact of the federal law. 

An analysis by the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs says the state's cost would be $11.4 billion in the first 10

years as private employers dump their workers' health insurance. 

But the Congressional Budget Office estimates the law will result in a state budget impact of only $23.8 million to

$31.2 million a year and those costs could be more than offset by new tax revenue that results from adding

thousands of people to the state medical system. 

One study puts the state's potential economic impact of that expansion at $530 million to $574 million with a state

tax revenue impact of $71.7 million to $79 million a year.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
Oklahoma business owners and executives:  share your input on how we can further strengthen
Oklahoma's business climate by completing the survey at www.FallinforBusiness.com
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MEDICAID 
Data Sets Provide Inconsistent Picture of 
Expenditures 

Why GAO Did This Study 

CMS, within the Department of Health 
and Human Services, and state 
Medicaid agencies jointly administer 
the multibillion-dollar Medicaid 
program, which finances health care 
for certain low-income individuals. 
Medicaid is on GAO’s high-risk list 
because of vulnerabilities to waste, 
fraud, abuse, and mismanagement. 
CMS has two data sets that report 
state Medicaid expenditures. The 
MSIS data set is designed to report 
individual beneficiary claims data. The 
CMS-64 data set aggregates states’ 
expenditures, which are used to 
reimburse the states for their Medicaid 
expenditures. However, neither data 
set provides a complete picture of 
Medicaid expenditures. 

GAO was asked to compare MSIS and 
CMS-64 data. This report (1) examines 
the extent to which MSIS and CMS-64 
expenditure data differ and (2) where 
possible, quantifies the identified 
differences between the two data sets. 
GAO reviewed documents, compared 
Medicaid expenditure data, and 
interviewed CMS and state officials. 
GAO used fiscal years 2007 through 
2009 data—the most-recent and most-
complete data available. 

What GAO Found 

Medicaid expenditures in the Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) were 
generally less than CMS-64 amounts. National expenditures in MSIS were 86, 87, 
and 88 percent of the amounts in CMS-64 in fiscal years 2007 through 2009, 
respectively. In fiscal year 2009, MSIS expenditures for states ranged from 59 to 
119 percent of CMS-64. Specifically, 40 states reported lower expenditures in 
MSIS than CMS-64; 5 states and the District of Columbia reported higher 
expenditures; and 5 states reported similar levels of expenditures. 

Total Medicaid Expenditures in MSIS and CMS-64, Fiscal Years 2007-2009 
 

Fiscal 
year 

MSIS 
expenditures 

(dollars in billions) 

CMS-64 
expenditures 

(dollars in billions) 

Difference between 
MSIS and CMS-64 

(dollars in billions) 

MSIS as a  
percentage of  

CMS-64 expenditures  
2007 $273.9 $320.1 $46.1 86% 
2008 294.2 338.6 44.4 87 
2009 323.1 366.5 43.4 88 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ data. 

Note: MSIS and CMS-64 expenditures were rounded. 
 

GAO was able to quantify some, but not all, of the identified differences in 
expenditures between MSIS and the CMS-64. 

• GAO adjusted MSIS for expenditures that were not attributed to individual 
beneficiaries—such as prescription drug rebates. These adjustments 
increased MSIS to 92, 93, and 94 percent of the amounts in CMS-64 in fiscal 
years 2007 through 2009, respectively. 
 

• GAO could not account for the remaining differences in part because of 
inconsistencies in the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) guidance 
between the two data sets. For example, CMS officials explained that 
expenditures for inpatient services as reported by a state in MSIS and as 
reported in CMS-64 are not necessarily for the same services. 

GAO also found that states do not submit timely MSIS information. CMS requires 
states to submit MSIS data within 45 days and CMS-64 data within 30 days of the 
end of the quarter. However, states’ reporting of MSIS data can be up to  
3 years late, whereas CMS-64 data are consistently reported on time. Also, MSIS 
expenditure data are considered less reliable when compared with CMS-64. 

GAO has reported that CMS will need more reliable data for assessing 
expenditures and measuring performance in the Medicaid program. MSIS and 
CMS-64 have the potential to offer a robust view of the Medicaid program, 
enhancing CMS oversight of aggregate spending trends, per beneficiary spending 
growth, and cross-state comparisons, all of which could be useful in improving the 
financial integrity of this high-risk program. However, delays in reporting MSIS 
data and inconsistencies between the two data sets limit their usefulness as 
oversight tools. CMS has recently completed a pilot study aimed in part at 
improving the timeliness and consistency of both systems data. 

HHS provided technical comments on a draft of this report, which were 
incorporated as appropriate. 

View GAO-13-47. For more information, 
contact Carolyn L. Yocom at (202) 512-7114 
or yocomc@gao.gov. 
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United States Government Accountability Office 
Washington, DC 20548 

October 29, 2012 

The Honorable Orrin Hatch 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Finance 
United States Senate 

Dear Senator Hatch: 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), within the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and state Medicaid 
agencies jointly administer the multibillion-dollar Medicaid program, which 
finances health care for approximately 67 million low-income individuals 
who meet specific eligibility criteria. In recent years, the Medicaid program 
has undergone steady growth and is expected to continue to expand in 
light of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 (PPACA).1 
PPACA expands eligibility for Medicaid to nonelderly individuals whose 
income does not exceed 133 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL),2 
or $30,700 for a family of four in 2012.3 However, because states may 
choose not to participate in the PPACA expansion, it is unclear how much 
the Medicaid program will grow.4

                                                                                                                     
1Pub. L. No. 111-148, 124 Stat. 119, as amended by the Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2010 (HCERA), Pub. L. No. 111-152, 124 Stat. 1029. For purposes 
of this report, references to PPACA include the amendments made by HCERA. 

 

2PPACA § 2001(a)(1), 124 Stat. 271.  
3We use FPL to refer to federal poverty guidelines issued by HHS each year in the 
Federal Register. These guidelines provide income thresholds that vary by family size and 
for certain states, and which are updated using the Consumer Price Index. 
4Under the Medicaid program, failure by a state to comply with federal requirements may 
result in a termination of federal Medicaid matching funds. However, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has ruled that states that choose not to expand Medicaid eligibility to these newly 
eligible individuals under PPACA will forgoe only the matching funds associated with such 
expanded coverage. See National Federation of Independent Business, et al., vs. 
Sebelius, Sec. of Health and Human Services, et al., 567 U.S. __, 2012 WL 2427810 
(U.S. June 28, 2012). Prior to the Supreme Court decision, the CMS Actuary estimated 
the PPACA Medicaid expansion would enroll an additional 15 million individuals in 2014. 
However, in July 2012 the Congressional Budget Office estimated that an additional  
7 million individuals would enroll in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) in 2014. 
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Medicaid is on our high-risk list in part because of concerns about the 
adequacy of fiscal oversight, which is necessary to prevent inappropriate 
spending.5 We have previously reported that Medicaid has among the 
highest estimated improper payments of any federal program reporting 
such data. Consequently, we have reported that, particularly as PPACA is 
implemented, CMS will need new tools and resources, including more 
reliable data for assessing expenditures and measuring performance.6

CMS has two data sets that report state Medicaid expenditures, but the 
data sets have different purposes and limitations. Consequently, neither 
data set provides a complete picture of Medicaid expenditures. 

 

• The Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) was established 
as a national eligibility and claims data set, and can provide CMS a 
summary of expenditures linked to specific beneficiaries on the basis 
of their medical claims for care.7

 

 CMS reviews these data for 
reliability, and uses these data for policy analysis, program utilization, 
and forecasting expenditures. However, these data exclude other 
aspects of the Medicaid program that are not tied to specific 
beneficiaries. For example, the MSIS data set does not contain 
supplemental payments to providers that are separate from standard 
Medicaid payments for services. 

• The CMS-64 data set aggregates states’ expenditures, which are 
used to reimburse the states for their federal shares of Medicaid 
expenditures.8

                                                                                                                     
5Our list identifies areas that are at high risk because of their greater vulnerabilities to 
waste, fraud, abuse, and mismanagement or major challenges associated with their 
economy, efficiency, or effectiveness.  

 CMS reviews these submissions, and the data are the 

6See GAO, High-Risk Series: An Update, GAO-11-278 (Washington, D.C.: February 
2011). 
7States are required to have in operation a mechanized claims-processing and 
information-retrieval system based on certain federal requirements. See 42 U.S.C.  
§ 1396b(r). For all claims filed on or after January 1, 1999, states have been required to 
electronically transmit claims data, including detailed individual enrollee encounter data in 
a format consistent with MSIS. See 42 U.S.C. § 1396b(r)(1)(F). 
8For purposes of this report, we refer to form CMS-64 as “CMS-64.” The form CMS-64 is 
titled the Quarterly Medicaid Statement of Expenditures for the Medical Assistance 
Program. The information is stored in a data set called the Medicaid Budget and 
Expenditure System. States are required to submit aggregate total quarterly Medicaid 
expenditures on the form CMS-64 no later than 30 days after the end of each quarter.  
42 C.F.R. § 430.30 (2011). 
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most-reliable accounting of total Medicaid expenditures. However, 
these data exclude beneficiary-specific data and thus have limited use 
in examining program spending. For example, CMS cannot use  
CMS-64 data to conduct a beneficiary-level analysis to identify 
program spending abuses in particular service areas, such as 
prescription drugs.9

 
 

Total Medicaid expenditure data, nationally and by state, often differ 
widely between MSIS and CMS-64, even after accounting for differences 
between the two in the purpose of the database and the type of 
information provided. Members of Congress, industry experts, and 
researchers have noted that these two sets of expenditure data cannot be 
easily reconciled, thus limiting CMS oversight. For example, differences in 
expenditure data between the two data sets limit CMS’s ability to conduct 
cross-state comparisons of Medicaid spending. Such comparisons could 
be used to analyze Medicaid spending patterns by eligibility group and 
other enrollee characteristics that could be useful in improving the 
financial integrity of this high-risk program. To better understand the 
strengths and limitations of federal data on Medicaid expenditures, you 
requested that we study the similarities and differences between MSIS 
and CMS-64. In this report, we (1) examine the extent to which MSIS and 
CMS-64 data on Medicaid expenditures differ nationally, by state, and by 
expenditure category for fiscal years 2007 through 2009; and (2) where 
possible, quantify identified differences between these two data sets. 

To determine the extent to which data on Medicaid expenditures differ, 
we examined CMS data on total Medicaid expenditures, as reported by 
states in MSIS and CMS-64, nationally, by state, and by expenditure 
category for fiscal years 2007 through 2009.10

                                                                                                                     
9See GAO, Foster Children: HHS Guidance Could Help States Improve Oversight of 
Psychotropic Prescriptions, 

 We used these fiscal years 
because they were the most-recent and most-complete data available at 
the time of our analysis. We examined total MSIS and CMS-64 
expenditures, nationally and by state, by comparing the expenditures 
reported by states in MSIS as a percentage of those reported in CMS-64. 

GAO-12-201 (Washington, D.C.: Dec. 14, 2011). 
10In this report, we use the term “state” to refer to the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. We do not include Medicaid administrative expenditures, state collections, or 
expenditures from Puerto Rico or the U.S. territories of American Samoa, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, or the U.S. Virgin Islands (which have Medicaid programs) 
because they were not reported in MSIS during fiscal years 2007 through 2009. 
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We provide results for fiscal years 2007 through 2009, and provide 
additional detail for the most recent year available, fiscal year 2009. We 
also combined the individual service types in MSIS and CMS-64 into six 
combined expenditure categories.11

To examine and, where possible, quantify the identified differences 
between MSIS and CMS-64 data, we identified and analyzed differences 
in the types of expenditures included in each data set. Where possible, 
we adjusted the MSIS expenditures on the basis of the differences we 
identified, adding expenditures reported in CMS-64 that were not reported 
in MSIS to obtain total adjusted expenditures for MSIS. We then took the 
total adjusted expenditures nationally, and by state, and calculated the 
expenditures reported in MSIS as a percentage of those reported in  
CMS-64. We also compared adjusted expenditures by combining 
expenditure categories, nationally and by state. We identified additional 
factors that accounted for differences between the two data sets, but 
could not be quantified. 

 This was necessary because, in 
many instances, there is not a one-to-one match of service types in MSIS 
and CMS-64. As a result, we were able to report on expenditures by 
combined expenditure categories, and thereby better identify the factors 
that account for the differences between MSIS and CMS-64. We 
compared expenditures by combined expenditure categories nationally 
and by state. 

For both objectives, we reviewed relevant guidance and documentation, 
including CMS forms and data dictionaries, and also interviewed CMS 
officials and other experts familiar with Medicaid expenditure data. We 
reviewed the data for reasonableness and consistency, including 
screening for missing data, outliers, and obvious errors. We also 
interviewed CMS officials about steps they take to ensure data reliability. 
We determined that these data were sufficiently reliable for our purposes. 
We also interviewed a judgmental sample of state Medicaid agencies to 
help illustrate specific factors that account for the differences in reported 
Medicaid expenditures. We chose the judgmental sample on the basis of 

                                                                                                                     
11While we are matching services between these two data sets, some of the expenditures 
we describe here are not directly tied to a Medicaid service in MSIS, such as Medicaid 
payments for Medicare premiums. Other examples of individual service types are inpatient 
hospital, nursing facility, transportation, and rural health clinic screenings. Our six 
combined expenditure categories are (1) hospital, (2) acute and long-term support 
services—noninstitutional, (3) drugs, (4) managed care and Medicaid premium 
assistance, (5) long-term support services—institutional, and (6) Medicare. 
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a variety of criteria using the most-recent and most-complete data 
available, including the size of their total adjusted Medicaid expenditures, 
adjusted MSIS expenditures as a percentage of CMS-64 expenditures, 
and geographic variation. A detailed discussion of our scope and 
methodology is presented in appendix I. 

We conducted this performance audit from March 2012 through 
September 2012 in accordance with generally accepted government 
auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to provide a reasonable 
basis for our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. We 
believe that the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our 
findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. 

 
Medicaid is a health care program jointly funded by the federal 
government and states to provide care for certain low-income individuals. 
The federal government oversees states’ Medicaid programs, and 
typically pays from 50 to 83 percent of each state’s allowable Medicaid 
costs.12 Medicaid enrollees are entitled to receive a range of medical 
services, including hospital care, physician services, laboratory and other 
diagnostic tests, prescription drugs, dental care, and long-term care 
services. In addition, Medicaid provides assistance to low-income elderly 
individuals who are also eligible for Medicare, called “dual eligibles.”13

 

 
This assistance can include covering Medicare premiums and cost 
sharing. 

 

                                                                                                                     
12In general, state Medicaid spending is matched by the federal government at a rate that 
is based, in part, on each state’s per capita income according to a formula established by 
law. The federal share of Medicaid expenditures, known as the federal medical assistance 
program, typically ranges from 50 to 83 percent. The federal government pays a larger 
portion of Medicaid expenditures in states with low per-capita income relative to the 
national average, and a smaller portion for states with higher per-capita incomes. In fiscal 
year 2012, the largest federal portion was 74.18 percent. 
13Medicare is the federal health insurance program that covers seniors aged 65 and older, 
and some disabled persons. 

Background 
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MSIS is a national Medicaid eligibility and claims data set, and is the 
federal source of Medicaid expenditure data that can be linked to a 
specific enrollee. State Medicaid agencies are required to provide CMS, 
through MSIS, quarterly electronic files approximately 45 days after a 
quarter has ended. These files contain: (1) persons covered by Medicaid, 
known as “eligible files”; and (2) adjudicated claims, known as the “paid 
claims file,” for medical services reimbursed by the Medicaid program. 
Each state’s eligible file contains one record for each person covered by 
Medicaid for at least 1 day during the reporting quarter. Individual eligible 
files consist of demographic and monthly enrollment data. Paid claims 
files contain information on medical service-related claims and capitation 
payments.14

MSIS data include enrollees’ eligibility status for Medicaid and the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), types of services received 
by enrollees, and expenditure data. MSIS data are used for policy 
analysis, program utilization, and forecasting expenditures. However, 
MSIS data are not used to determine the federal share of Medicaid 
expenditures, and are not used by the states to manage the daily 
operations of their Medicaid programs. 

 

The CMS-64 data set contains program-benefit costs and administrative 
expenses that are not linked to individual enrollees. State Medicaid 
agencies submit this information 30 days after a quarter has ended by 
means of the Quarterly Medicaid Statement of Expenditures for the 
Medical Assistance Program—also known as the form CMS-64—within 
the Medicaid Budget and Expenditure System. CMS-64 data are reported 
at a state aggregate level, such as a state’s total expenditures for such 
categories as inpatient hospital services and prescription drugs. 
Therefore, unlike MSIS, these data do not include individual expenditure 
data on the state’s enrollees or the services they received under 
Medicaid. Also unlike MSIS, CMS-64 contains expenditures that are not 
linked to specific enrollees, such as supplemental payments including 
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) payments.15

                                                                                                                     
14Capitation payments are specified amounts of money paid to a health plan or doctor. 
These payments are used to cover the cost of a health plan member’s health care 
services for a certain length of time. 

 CMS-64 data are the 

15DSH payments are required to be made to hospitals that serve a disproportionate share 
of low-income and Medicaid patients to help offset hospitals’ uncompensated costs for 
serving these individuals. See 42 U.S.C. §§ 1396a(a)(13)(A)(iv) and 1396r-4. 

Medicaid Expenditure 
Data 
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most-reliable and most-comprehensive information on Medicaid 
spending. Agency officials review expenditures submitted through  
CMS-64, and use the data to compute the federal financial participation 
for each state’s Medicaid program costs. 

 
Our reports have demonstrated the need for CMS to improve its oversight 
of this growing, complex program. In particular, federal internal-control 
standards, as documented in GAO’s Standards for Internal Control in the 
Federal Government, state that program managers need both operational 
and financial data to determine whether they are meeting their goals for 
accountability and efficient use of resources in order to make operating 
decisions, monitor performance, and allocate resources. Pertinent 
information should be identified, captured, and distributed in a form and 
time frame that permits people to perform their duties efficiently.16 These 
reports have also identified shortcomings with the MSIS and CMS-64 
data sets, particularly in two areas: Medicaid program integrity and 
supplemental payments.17

We recently issued a report that found that the majority of CMS’s 
Medicaid Integrity Group audits through February 2012 relied on MSIS 
data, although CMS officials told us that they recently reduced their 
reliance on MSIS data for these audits.

 

18

                                                                                                                     
16GAO, Internal Control: Standards for Internal Control in the Federal Government, 

 We noted that MSIS is an 
extract of states’ claims data and is missing key elements, such as 
provider names, that are necessary for auditing. Furthermore, we found 
that the median amount of the potential overpayment identified in MSIS 
was relatively small compared with other types of audits that used state-
based data sets. We recommended, and HHS partially concurred, that 
the CMS Administrator ensure that the program-integrity group’s update 
of its comprehensive plan provide key details about the audit program, 

GAO/AIMD-00-21.3.1 (Washington, D.C.: November 1999). 
17In addition to studies regarding Medicaid program integrity and supplemental payments, 
as discussed below, our high-risk report also indicated that Medicaid demonstration 
projects were an area of concern. See GAO-11-278. 
18See GAO, National Medicaid Audit Programs: CMS Should Improve Reporting and 
Focus on Audit Collaboration with States, GAO-12-627 (Washington, D.C.: June 14, 
2012). 

Medicaid: A High-Risk 
Program 
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including its expenditures and audit outcomes, program improvements, 
and plans for effectively monitoring the program. 

We also recently reported that the accountability and transparency of 
supplemental payments have been lacking using CMS-64.19

 

 Specifically, 
our work found that states reported $32 billion in DSH and non-DSH 
Medicaid supplemental payments during fiscal year 2010. However, the 
exact amount of supplemental payments is unknown using CMS-64 
because not all states reported their non-DSH supplemental payments 
separately from their regular payments. In an earlier report, we also found 
that information on non-DSH supplemental payments was incomplete 
because states did not provide full information to CMS regarding these 
payments. We noted that until reliable and complete information on 
states’ supplemental payments is available, federal officials overseeing 
the program and others will lack the information they need to review 
payments and ensure that they are appropriately spent for Medicaid 
purposes. 

MSIS Medicaid expenditure amounts nationwide were generally less than 
CMS-64 amounts. For fiscal years 2007, 2008, and 2009, total 
expenditures based on MSIS data for the nation were 86, 87, and  
88 percent, respectively, of the amounts shown in CMS-64. In fiscal years 
2007 through 2009, the difference in Medicaid expenditures between the 
two data sets decreased from about $46 billion in fiscal year 2007 to  
$43 billion in fiscal year 2009. For fiscal year 2009, the most-recent and 
most-complete data available, MSIS showed $323 billion in total 
expenditures compared with the $366 billion in CMS-64, a difference of 
$43 billion. (See table 1.) 

 

                                                                                                                     
19Supplemental payments are payments separate from and in addition to those made at a 
state’s standard Medicaid payment rate and include DSH payments. DSH payments are 
made to hospitals that treat large numbers of Medicaid and uninsured individuals. Other 
supplemental payments, or non-DSH payments, are made to providers above the 
standard Medicaid payment rates but within the Upper Payment Limit, which is the 
estimated amount that Medicare pays for comparable services. States have made non-
DSH supplemental payments to hospitals, nursing homes, physician groups, and other 
Medicaid providers. See GAO, Medicaid: States Reported Billions More in Supplemental 
Payments in Recent Years, GAO-12-694 (Washington, D.C.: July 20, 2012) and Medicaid: 
CMS Needs More Information on the Billions of Dollars Spent on Supplemental Payments, 
GAO-08-614 (Washington, D.C.: May 30, 2008). 

MSIS Medicaid 
Expenditures 
Amounts Are 
Generally Less than 
CMS-64 Expenditure 
Amounts 

23850

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-12-694�
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-08-614�


 
  
 
 
 

Page 9 GAO-13-47  Medicaid Data 

Table 1: Total Medicaid Expenditures in the Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) and CMS-64, Fiscal Years 2007-
2009 

Fiscal year MSIS baseline (dollars) CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 

Difference between  
MSIS baseline and  

CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 

MSIS baseline as a 
percentage of  

CMS-64 (percent)  
2007 $273,925,484,790 $320,052,492,375 $46,127,007,585 86% 
2008 294,167,348,289 338,552,036,761 44,384,688,472 87 
2009 323,120,029,363 366,486,147,093 43,366,117,730 88 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ data. 
 

MSIS Medicaid expenditures for individual states were generally less than 
CMS-64 amounts. In fiscal years 2007 through 2009, states’ MSIS 
Medicaid expenditures ranged from 59 percent to 120 percent compared 
with CMS-64. In fiscal year 2009 alone, states’ MSIS Medicaid 
expenditures ranged from 59 to 119 percent of those in CMS-64. (See  
fig. 1.) Specifically, MSIS Medicaid expenditures were less than CMS-64 
amounts in 40 states. These expenditures were greater than CMS-64 
expenditures in 6 states, and were similar to CMS-64 expenditures in  
5 states.20

                                                                                                                     
20For purposes of this report, we defined “similar” to include MSIS expenditures within 98 
to 102 percent of CMS-64 expenditures. 

 See appendix II for a table of total baseline state expenditures 
reported in MSIS and CMS-64 by dollar amount in fiscal year 2009. 
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Figure 1: Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) Medicaid Expenditures as a Percentage of CMS-64 Expenditures, by 
State, Fiscal Year 2009 
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We found differences in Medicaid expenditures between the two data sets 
when we combined MSIS and CMS-64 services types into our six 
combined expenditure categories: (1) hospital, (2) acute or long-term 
support services (LTSS)-noninstitutional, (3) prescription drugs,  
(4) managed care and Medicaid premium assistance, (5) LTSS-
institutional, and (6) Medicare.21

 

 For example, MSIS Medicaid 
expenditure data in the hospital expenditure category were less than the 
amounts shown in CMS-64, at 61, 62, and 60 percent, respectively, for 
fiscal years 2007, 2008, and 2009. Conversely, MSIS Medicaid 
expenditures related to the prescription-drug category were greater than 
the amounts shown in CMS-64 data, at 147, 154, and 161 percent for the 
same period. During this time, states did not report expenditures for 
Medicare premiums in MSIS. However, expenditures associated with 
Medicare coinsurance and deductibles were reported under individual 
services throughout MSIS and therefore not identified as Medicare 
expenditures. As a result, MSIS expenditures as a percent of CMS-64 in 
the Medicare category are reported as 0 percent. (See fig. 2.) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     
21Medicaid provides assistance to low-income elderly individuals who are also eligible for 
Medicare, called “dual eligibles.” This assistance can include covering Medicare premiums 
and cost sharing. 

23853



 
  
 
 
 

Page 12 GAO-13-47  Medicaid Data 

Figure 2: MSIS Medicaid Expenditures as a Percentage of CMS-64 Expenditures, by Expenditure Category, Fiscal Years 2007–
2009 

 
Note: LTSS stands for long-term support services. 
aThe Medicare expenditure category is reported at $0 in the Medicaid Statistical Information System 
(MSIS). During this period, states did not report expenditures for Medicare premiums in MSIS. 
However, expenditures associated with Medicare coinsurance and deductibles were reported under 
individual services throughout MSIS and therefore not identified as a Medicare expenditure. 
 

For fiscal year 2009, Medicaid expenditures in MSIS were lower than 
CMS-64 for four of the six expenditure categories: hospital, acute and 
LTSS-noninstitutional, LTSS-institutional, and Medicare. The hospital, 
prescription drugs, and Medicare categories showed the largest 
difference between what was reported in MSIS compared with CMS-64, 
for fiscal year 2009. In particular, Medicaid hospital expenditures in MSIS 
were 60 percent of those reported in CMS-64, in fiscal year 2009. 
Medicare expenditures were reported as $0 in MSIS, compared with  
$12 billion in CMS-64. For the remaining two categories, prescription drug 
expenditures in MSIS were 61 percent larger in MSIS than in CMS-64, 
while managed care and Medicaid premium assistance MSIS 
expenditures were similar to those in CMS-64. (See fig. 3.) 

23854



 
  
 
 
 

Page 13 GAO-13-47  Medicaid Data 

Figure 3: MSIS Medicaid Expenditures as a Percentage of CMS-64 Expenditures, by Expenditure Category, Fiscal Year 2009 

 
Note: LTSS stands for long-term support services. 
aThe Medicare expenditure category is reported at $0 in the Medicaid Statistical Information System 
(MSIS). During this period, states did not report expenditures for Medicare premiums in MSIS. 
However, expenditures associated with Medicare coinsurance and deductibles were reported under 
individual services throughout MSIS and therefore not identified as a Medicare expenditure. 
 
 
Some—but not all—factors could be quantified to narrow the difference 
between MSIS and CMS-64 expenditures. In particular, we adjusted for 
expenditures that could not be attributed to individual beneficiaries—one 
of the key differences in the design of the data sets. However, we could 
not quantify the effect of other factors, such as inconsistent CMS 
guidance across the two data sets. 

 

 

 
MSIS is designed to report claims data, and CMS-64 is designed to 
reimburse states for their federal share of Medicaid expenditures. As we 
have noted, some expenditures that are required to be reported in  
CMS-64 do not appear in MSIS, such as when the expenditure is not tied 
to an individual enrollee’s claim. After adjusting the MSIS data to include 
expenditures for factors not related to individual enrollees’ claims, 
Medicaid expenditures for the nation based on MSIS data were 92, 93, 
and 94 percent of amounts shown in CMS-64 data, respectively, for fiscal 
years 2007, 2008, and 2009. (See table 2.) 

Some Factors Could 
Be Quantified and 
Accounted for 
Approximately Half of 
the Expenditure 
Difference between 
the Data Sets 

Differences Attributable to 
the Design of the Data Sets 
Could Be Quantified and 
Adjusted 
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Table 2: Total Medicaid Expenditures Adjusted in the Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) and CMS-64, Fiscal 
Years 2007–2009 

Fiscal year MSIS adjusted (dollars) CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 

Difference between  
MSIS adjusted and  

CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 

MSIS baseline  
as a percentage of 

CMS-64 (percent) 
2007 $294,595,771,198 $320,052,492,375 $25,456,721,177 92% 
2008 315,779,358,947 338,552,036,761 22,772,677,814 93 
2009 345,172,184,969 366,486,147,093 21,313,962,124 94 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ data. 
 

For fiscal year 2009, we were able to adjust MSIS data for four factors: 
DSH payments, Medicare premiums, national and state rebates for 
prescription drugs, and Medicaid health insurance payments. None of 
these factors were reported in MSIS because CMS officials indicated they 
were not attributed to an individual enrollee. 

• DSH payments were included under the hospital expenditure category 
in CMS-64, but not in MSIS.22 We adjusted MSIS expenditure data to 
account for DSH payments to hospitals. For example, in fiscal year 
2009, states reported approximately $88 billion in total hospital 
expenditures on CMS-64, which included approximately $18 billion for 
DSH payments. Total hospital expenditures in MSIS were at about 
$53 billion. Adding the $18 billion in DSH payments to total hospital 
expenditures in MSIS increased the percentage of MSIS expenditures 
from 60 percent of CMS-64 expenditures to 81 percent. Even after 
this adjustment, MSIS hospital expenditures are $17 billion lower than 
those on CMS-64, indicating that there are additional factors that 
account for the difference in hospital-related expenditures between 
the two data sets.23

                                                                                                                     
22In fiscal years 2007 through 2009, the CMS-64 included expenditures for DSH payments 
on line 1B for Inpatient Hospitals and 2B for Mental Health Facilities on the CMS-64, but 
these were not reported in MSIS. 

 

23Totals do not add up due to rounding. 
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• Medicare premiums were included in CMS-64, but CMS did not 
require states to report them in MSIS.24 In addition, Medicaid 
payments for enrollees with Medicare coinsurance and deductibles 
are included in MSIS, but within the various service types, and cannot 
be distinguished from other expenditures.25

 

 In fiscal year 2009, total 
expenditures for Medicare as reported on CMS-64 were 
approximately $11 billion, whereas MSIS expenditures for the 
Medicare category were $0. Adjusting for the approximately  
$11 billion reported in fiscal year 2009 for Medicare premiums in 
CMS-64 increased the percentage of total Medicare expenditures in 
MSIS from 0 percent of CMS-64 expenditures to 92 percent, or a 
difference of $908 million. Thus, the primary factor that accounted for 
the difference in Medicare expenditures between the two data sets 
can be attributed to the absence of Medicare premium expenditures in 
MSIS. 

• Prescription drug rebates were included in CMS-64, but CMS did not 
require states to report them in MSIS.26

                                                                                                                     
24In fiscal years 2007 through 2009, the CMS-64 included expenditures for Medicare on 
lines 17A–D of the CMS-64, including rows for Medicare premiums, but the expenditures 
were not reported in MSIS. See line 17A for Medicare Health Insurance Payments Part A 
premiums, line 17B for Medicare Health Insurance Payments Part B premiums, line 17C1 
for 120–134 percent of the poverty level, line 17C2 for 135–175 percent of the poverty 
level. 

 Prescription drug rebates are 
made by drug manufacturers to states in a lump sum payment for 
Medicaid enrollees who use specific drugs, and therefore are not 
connected to individual claims. In fiscal year 2009, total expenditures 
for the prescription drugs category, as reported on CMS-64, were 
initially about $25 billion. However, there was a reduction to $16 billion 
when $10 billion dollars in national and state prescription drug rebates 

25In fiscal years 2007 through 2009, while MSIS did not include Medicare premiums, both 
CMS-64 and MSIS did include Medicaid expenditures for Medicare coinsurance and 
deductibles. However, MSIS includes these expenditures within the various expenditure 
types. Therefore, these expenditures cannot be tracked as a Medicare coinsurance or 
deductible using the MSIS annual person summary file. As a result, since expenditures 
from Medicare coinsurance and deductibles exist in MSIS, but are not captured in the 
Medicare category, we did not adjust for this, as doing so would double count these 
expenditures. In fiscal year 2009, the amount for Medicare coinsurance and deductibles in 
CMS-64 was approximately $908 million. 
26In fiscal years 2007 through 2009, the CMS-64 included expenditures for prescription 
drug rebate offsets on rows 7A1 for national agreements and 7A2 for state side bar 
agreements of the CMS-64, but these were not reported in MSIS. 
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were included.27 Total prescription drug expenditures in MSIS were 
approximately $25 billion. Adjusting for the $10 billion reported for 
prescription drug rebates in CMS-64 decreased the percentage of 
MSIS expenditures from 161 percent of CMS-64 expenditures to  
99 percent of CMS-64 expenditures. Thus, the difference in reported 
prescription drug expenditures can be almost entirely attributed to the 
rebates.28

 
 

• Some Medicaid health insurance payments were included in CMS-64 
that CMS did not require states to report in MSIS.29

 

 In fiscal year 
2009, total expenditures for the managed care and Medicaid premium 
assistance expenditure category, as reported on CMS-64, were 
approximately $82 billion, of which $3 billion were for Medicaid health 
insurance payments not reported in MSIS. Total managed care and 
Medicaid premium assistance expenditures, as reported in MSIS, 
were approximately $85 billion. Adjusting for the roughly $3 billion for 
Medicaid health insurance payments increased the percentage of 
MSIS expenditures from 100 percent of CMS-64 expenditures to more 
than 103 percent. Therefore, total managed care and Medicaid 
premium assistance expenditures in MSIS were greater than those 
reported in CMS-64. (Fig. 4 compares the MSIS baseline to the MSIS 
adjusted expenditures as a percentage of CMS-64, by expenditure 
category, for fiscal year 2009.) 

                                                                                                                     
27Totals do not add up due to rounding.  
28CMS officials told us that some states did include rebates in their MSIS totals. We were 
unable to adjust for these since MSIS is not set up to separate rebates from other reported 
data. 
29In fiscal years 2007 through 2009, the CMS-64 included expenditures for Medicaid 
health insurance payments on rows 18C (Medicaid health insurance payments–Group 
Health Plan Payments), 18D (Medicaid health insurance payments–Coinsurance and 
Deductibles) and 18E (Medicaid health insurance payments–Other), but these were not 
reported in MSIS. 
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Figure 4: Comparison of MSIS Baseline to Adjusted Expenditures, by Expenditure Category, as a Percentage of CMS-64, 
Fiscal Year 2009 

 
aAdjustments were made by including reported CMS-64 dollars in the Medicaid Statistical Information 
System (MSIS). 
 
Overall, for fiscal year 2009, the difference in Medicaid expenditures, after 
adjustments, decreased from $43 billion to $21 billion nationally. As a 
result, MSIS expenditures as a percentage of CMS-64 for the nation 
increased 6 percentage points from 88 percent to 94 percent—thereby 
reducing the difference in reported expenditures by half. (See fig. 5.) 
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Figure 5: Comparison of MSIS Baseline to MSIS Adjusted Expenditures, as a Percentage of CMS-64, Fiscal Year 2009 

 
aAdjustments were made by including reported CMS-64 dollars in the Medicaid Statistical Information 
Systems (MSIS). 
 
After adjustments, MSIS Medicaid expenditures for individual states 
increased slightly, but generally remained less than CMS-64 amounts. 
For individual states, Medicaid expenditures in MSIS ranged from  
55 percent to 131 percent of CMS-64 in fiscal years 2007 through 2009 
after adjustments were made. For fiscal year 2009, 29 states reported 
lower expenditures in MSIS than in CMS-64, 9 states reported higher 
expenditures in MSIS than in CMS-64, and 13 states reported similar 
Medicaid expenditures in MSIS when compared with CMS-64. (See  
fig. 6.) See appendix III for a table of adjusted state expenditures reported 
in MSIS and CMS-64, by dollar amount, for fiscal year 2009. See 
appendix IV for a map showing the percentages of adjusted Medicaid 
expenditures in MSIS compared with CMS-64, by state, for fiscal year 
2009. 
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Figure 6: Comparison of MSIS Baseline to Adjusted Medicaid Expenditures, as a Percentage of CMS-64, by State, Fiscal Year 
2009 
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Note: Adjustments were made by including reported CMS-64 dollars in the Medicaid Statistical 
Information System (MSIS). 
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Differences between MSIS and CMS-64 Medicaid expenditures in six 
expenditure categories were also reduced after we adjusted the data in 
fiscal years 2007 through 2009. Two of the six expenditure categories—
hospital and Medicare—continued to show the largest percentage 
difference in Medicaid expenditures between MSIS and CMS-64 data. 
After adjustments were made, MSIS Medicaid expenditures in the 
hospital category were 80, 83, and 81 percent of the amounts shown in 
CMS-64, respectively for fiscal years 2007, 2008, and 2009, compared 
with 61, 62, and 60 percent before the adjustments were made. 
Expenditures for Medicare increased from 0 percent to more than  
90 percent for all 3 fiscal years when adjustments were made for 
Medicare premiums. (See fig. 7.) 
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Figure 7: Adjusted Medicaid Expenditures in MSIS as a Percentage of CMS-64, by Expenditure Category, Fiscal Years 2007–
2009 

 
Note: Adjustments were made by including reported CMS-64 dollars in the Medicaid Statistical 
Information System (MSIS). No adjustments were made for acute and long-term support services 
(LTSS)-noninstitutional and LTSS-institutional. 
 
 
Inconsistent CMS guidance and states’ practices resulted in differences 
between MSIS and CMS-64 data. However, we could not adjust for these 
factors because we could not quantify the extent to which these factors 
resulted in differences. 

Three of the factors that account for the differences in expenditures result 
from inconsistent CMS guidance regarding expenditure definitions, 
reporting dates, and reporting supplemental payments during fiscal years 
2007 through 2009. 

Inconsistent Guidance and 
States’ Practices Result in 
Differences That Could 
Not Be Quantified 
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• Inconsistent MSIS and CMS-64 Definitions: CMS guidance to states 
for reporting expenditures in MSIS and CMS-64 contained 
inconsistent definitions of services, making it impossible to do a one-
for-one match of similar expenditures.30 CMS officials indicated that 
the definitions used in guidance to states on completing the CMS-64 
are based on definitions included in federal regulations,31

 

 while MSIS 
definitions are based on separate CMS guidance that was not derived 
from the regulations. These definitions are sometimes inconsistent. 
CMS officials explained that, for example, expenditures for inpatient 
services, as reported by a state in CMS-64, cannot be assumed to be 
the same services reported by the state in MSIS, despite the service 
having the same name in both data sets. Therefore, expenditures can 
be measured and reported by a state inconsistently across the data 
sets, making comparisons problematic. Specifically, even after 
adjustments were made, 13 states reported hospital-related 
expenditures in MSIS that were 75 percent or less of what they 
reported in their CMS-64 data. 

Additionally, inconsistent definitions across the two data sets make it 
difficult to examine Medicaid spending. For example, states may vary 
in their interpretation of the definitions in MSIS and CMS-64 guidance, 
and this inconsistency creates a challenge for examining total 
expenditures by service nationally and across states. (See app. V for 
reported expenditures by service, for all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia in fiscal year 2009.) 

• Reporting Dates Differed: CMS officials recognized that CMS 
guidance to states for reporting the date of expenditures and adjusting 
payments made in prior years is different between MSIS and CMS-64. 
MSIS expenditures were based on each claim’s date of adjudication—
the date the payment was approved—while CMS-64 expenditures 
were reported as of the date of payment. The two data sets also differ 
in how they adjust payments made in prior years, according to CMS 
officials. Adjustments in MSIS allow the state to show changes to net 

                                                                                                                     
30MSIS Guidance: The CMS MSIS File Specifications and Data Dictionary provides 
information, including definitions, for MSIS reporting. CMS-64 Guidance: The Category  
of Service Line Definitions for the 64.9 provides information, including definitions, for 
CMS-64 reporting of net expenditures. 
31In general, service type definitions used for reporting expenditures on the CMS-64 are 
derived from federal regulation. See 42 C.F.R. part 440. (2011). 
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totals for the year, no matter when the adjustment was reported into 
the data. In contrast, adjustments to CMS-64 were entered for the 
fiscal year in which they were identified and the original year was not 
modified. MSIS and CMS-64 expenditures, therefore, may vary by 
quarter and by fiscal year if the dates associated with an expenditure 
differ. Since MSIS and CMS-64 report expenditures using different 
dates, we cannot adjust for this difference in the data. CMS officials 
indicated their concerns with this inconsistency and noted that it 
makes comparing expenditure data between the two data sets 
difficult. 

 
• Supplemental Payments: For CMS-64 data, CMS officials required 

states to report supplemental payments within the corresponding 
expenditure categories, because states were not required to report 
these expenditures separately.32 However, CMS officials indicated 
states reported supplemental payments in MSIS as a lump sum, and 
therefore they were excluded from the MSIS annual person summary 
file used in our analysis.33 Therefore, supplemental payments, 
excluding DSH payments, were reported inconsistently between the 
two data sets during fiscal years 2007 through 2009.34 As such, MSIS 
expenditure data are likely to show a lower amount than CMS-64 for 
several Medicaid expenditure categories. GAO and others have 
reported concerns about supplemental payments over the last 
decade, including the use of supplemental payment arrangements to 
increase federal funding without a commensurate increase in state 
funding.35

 

 Absent improved reporting, CMS cannot adequately 
oversee states’ use of supplemental payments. 

Three additional factors that accounted for the differences in expenditures 
result from inconsistent practices among states. Specifically, states are 
inconsistent in MSIS compared with CMS-64 regarding the timeliness of 

                                                                                                                     
32CMS added several new lines to the form CMS-64 in fiscal year 2010, including lines for 
states to report supplemental payments within each category of care for several 
expenditure types. 
33CMS officials indicated that, on a rare occasion, states may report supplemental 
payments at the individual claims level. Overall, states report few supplemental payments 
in MSIS. 
34See GAO-12-694. 
35See GAO-11-278.  
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MSIS data, the quality of MSIS data reported, and payments for local 
government providers during fiscal years 2007 through 2009. 

• Timeliness of MSIS data: States often delay reporting MSIS data, but 
report CMS-64 expenditure data on time. CMS guidance requires 
states to report data in CMS-64 within 30 days of the end of the 
quarter and within 45 days for MSIS. However, states have often been 
late reporting MSIS data, with some states delaying reporting of MSIS 
data for as long as 3 years. For example, as of July 2012, 37 states 
had submitted their fiscal year 2010 MSIS data, even though CMS 
requirements would indicate that MSIS data for 2010, 2011, and the 
first two quarters of 2012 should have already been provided. 
Alternatively, states submit their expenditures by means of CMS-64 
on time and have a strong incentive to do so promptly because CMS 
uses this information to reimburse states for the federal share of 
Medicaid expenses. In contrast, states have less incentive to submit 
MSIS data promptly because the data are not tied to their federal 
reimbursement, and MSIS data are not used in the daily operations of 
their Medicaid programs. CMS officials told us that states that delay 
reporting can have issues with both the timeliness and quality of their 
submissions. If states submit poor quality data, CMS may reject the 
submission, resulting in further delays.36

 
 

• MSIS Data Quality: MSIS expenditure data are considered less 
reliable when compared with CMS-64. CMS-64 is reviewed regularly 
by CMS officials and considered the most-reliable and most-
comprehensive data on Medicaid expenditures. Alternatively, while 
CMS conducts routine quality checks on MSIS data, problems still 
remain. CMS publishes a report of anomalous MSIS claims—those 
that are not consistent with what is expected to be reported by the 
state.37

                                                                                                                     
36CMS officials indicated that some states have also not reported their data in prior years. 
Additionally, the MSIS delay did not affect our ability to analyze the data because we used 
the most-recent and most-complete data available, fiscal years 2007 through 2009. 

 On the basis of our interviews with state Medicaid officials, the 
quality of MSIS data, as indicated by an anomalous claim, may be an 
additional factor that accounts for the difference between MSIS and 
CMS-64 reported expenditures. For example, Medicaid officials in one 
state we interviewed told us that the state incorrectly reported Home & 

37The MSIS State Data Characteristics/Anomalies Report identifies MSIS data that are not 
reconciled after quality checks are completed between CMS and the state. 
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Community-Based 1915(c) waivers payments in MSIS in fiscal year 
2009, and therefore CMS noted this in the anomalies report.38

 

 As a 
result of this error, the state underreported its MSIS expenditures for 
Home & Community-Based services compared with those reported on 
CMS-64. Having more timely data could be a mechanism for helping 
identify anomalies between the two systems and correcting 
discrepancies earlier. 

• Local Government Provider Payments: CMS officials indicated that 
states may report in MSIS the amount paid to the local government for 
the medical service reported on the claim. However, the local 
government provider may also receive payment from the local 
government through prior alternative arrangements, and thus would 
not link these expenditures to a specific service provided or even 
report them at all in MSIS. These expenditures arise when states and 
localities finance Medicaid services through certified public 
expenditures.39

 

 In contrast, these additional expenditures would be 
captured in the total expenditures reported by states in CMS-64. 
Consequently, states may report a smaller amount in MSIS 
associated with the claim than reported by the state in total Medicaid 
expenditures on CMS-64. CMS officials indicated that neither CMS-64 
nor MSIS provides a link to expenditures from government providers; 
as a result, we were unable to adjust for this difference. 

CMS has indicated plans to improve MSIS through a pilot program called 
Transformed-MSIS. There are a number of goals for this pilot, including 
plans to establish MSIS as a robust, flexible, and repeatable data-
collection process, to collect valid, timely information for decision making, 
and to integrate data between management information systems. These 
goals include a link between states’ reporting of MSIS with reporting of 
CMS-64 data. However, CMS officials have indicated that there is no 

                                                                                                                     
38The 1915(c) waivers are one of many options available to states to allow the provision of 
long-term care services in home and community-based settings under the Medicaid 
program. States’ programs can offer a combination of standard medical services, and 
nonmedical services, including homemaker, home health aide, personal care, adult day 
health services, habilitation, and respite care. See Social Security Act §1915(c), codified 
at 42 U.S.C. § 1396n(c). 
39Under a Certified Public Expenditure arrangement, a government provider, such as a 
county hospital, certifies to a state the amount of expenditures for a Medicaid-covered 
service provided to a Medicaid beneficiary. The state obtains federal Medicaid matching 
funds based on the amount of the expenditure.  
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timeline for implementing this goal, whereas other aspects of the initiative 
are expected to be implemented in all states by fiscal year 2014. 
Moreover, such integration will only be of value if improvements are made 
in the timeliness and quality of MSIS data. One state in the pilot indicated 
that data-quality issues remain prevalent. Additionally, this state noted 
that the size and complexity of MSIS creates challenges with 
submissions’ timeliness and availability. As of June 2012, CMS officials 
indicated that the initial results for the pilot program are being considered 
by management, yet until these plans have been fully implemented it is 
unclear what the outcome of these efforts will be. 

 
In fiscal year 2009, the difference between MSIS and CMS-64 was  
$43 billion. Much of the difference was primarily the result of the different 
designs of each data set. CMS uses MSIS data for beneficiary-specific 
expenditures, while CMS-64 data are used to compute the federal 
financial participation for each state’s Medicaid program costs. However, 
even after adjusting for DSH payments, Medicare premiums, prescription 
drug rebates, and Medicaid health insurance payments, differences 
remain. In fiscal year 2009, total MSIS expenditure data, after 
adjustments, showed MSIS at 94 percent of CMS-64 expenditures, which 
left billions of dollars unexplained. 

The remaining differences between the two data sets are potentially 
explained by inconsistencies in CMS guidance and states’ reporting 
practices, neither of which can be quantified. In fiscal years 2007 through 
2009, CMS provided states with inconsistent MSIS and CMS-64 guidance 
regarding expenditure definitions, reporting dates, and reporting of 
supplemental payments. Additionally, when compared with CMS-64, state 
MSIS data were often delayed beyond the time frames established by 
CMS, inconsistent in reporting payments for local government providers, 
and were of poor quality. 

Taken together, these two data sets have the potential to offer a robust 
view of the Medicaid program, enhancing CMS oversight of aggregate 
spending trends, per beneficiary spending growth, and cross-state 
comparisons, all of which could be useful in improving the financial 
integrity of this high-risk program. This is critical given that Medicaid, a 
program that GAO identified on our high-risk list, has among the highest 
estimated improper payments of any federal program reporting such data. 
However, the usefulness of these data sets as oversight tools is limited 
because of delays in reporting and unnecessary inconsistencies between 
the two data sets, both of which are inconsistent with federal internal 

Concluding 
Observations 

23869



 
  
 
 
 

Page 28 GAO-13-47  Medicaid Data 

control standards. The 3-year lag in states’ reporting of MSIS data 
prevents its use for timely oversight of beneficiary-related utilization and 
other spending trends. For example, identifying a difference in hospital 
expenditures between MSIS and CMS-64 is of limited use when detected 
3 years later. If states were meeting the current requirement of providing 
MSIS data 45 days after each quarter, then such comparisons could 
provide more useful and timely information. 

CMS has recently completed a pilot study aimed in part on improving 
MSIS data. CMS has indicated that it will begin implementing aspects of 
this initiative in all states by fiscal year 2014. One goal of this initiative is 
to integrate state reporting of MSIS with the reporting of CMS-64 data. 
However, CMS officials have indicated they have yet to determine a 
timeline for this goal. While the initial results of this pilot have not been 
finalized, improving the timeliness and consistency of MSIS and CMS-64 
data through this effort could aid CMS’s understanding and oversight of 
this high-risk program.   

 
HHS reviewed a draft of this report and provided technical comments, 
which we incorporated as appropriate. 

 
As agreed with your office, unless you publicly announce the contents of 
this report earlier, we plan no further distribution until 30 days from the 
report date. At that time, we will send copies of this report to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Administrator of CMS, and 
other interested parties. In addition, the report will be available at no 
charge on the GAO website at http://www.gao.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agency Comments 
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If you or your staff have any questions about this report, please contact 
me at (202) 512-7114 or yocomc@gao.gov. Contact points for our Offices 
of Congressional Relations and Public Affairs may be found on the last 
page of this report. GAO staff who made key contributions to this report 
are listed in appendix VI. 

Sincerely yours, 

Carolyn L. Yocom 
Director, Health Care 
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We conducted two types of analysis of Medicaid expenditures for this 
report to compare the Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) and 
CMS-64 data. First, we conducted a baseline analysis to compare total 
expenditures reported to MSIS and CMS-64 nationally and by state. We 
also compared reported expenditures by expenditure category. Secondly, 
we conducted an adjustment analysis. Specifically, we attempted to 
reconcile the expenditures by making adjustments to MSIS on the basis 
of the differences we identified in the MSIS and CMS-64 data sets. To the 
extent possible, we added expenditures reported in CMS-64, but not 
reported in MSIS, to total expenditures in MSIS. 

I. Baseline Analysis 

To determine the extent to which MSIS and CMS-64 data sets on 
Medicaid expenditures differ, nationally and by state,1 for fiscal years 
2007 through 2009, we conducted a multistep analysis.2

Step 1: Obtain MSIS and CMS-64 Data 

 With total 
expenditures from both data sets, we calculated the expenditures 
reported in MSIS as a percentage of those reported in CMS-64. We also 
determined the percentage difference in total expenditures between the 
two data sets, by expenditure category. 

In order to identify the baseline of total Medicaid expenditures for fiscal 
years 2007 through 2009, we obtained from the Center for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) MSIS and CMS-64 data for each of the 50 
states and the District of Columbia.3

                                                                                                                     
1In this report, we use the term “state” to refer to the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. We do not include Puerto Rico or the U.S. territories of American Samoa, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, or the U.S. Virgin Islands (which have Medicaid 
programs), Medicaid administrative expenses, or state collections in the CMS-64 because 
they were not reported in MSIS during fiscal years 2007 through 2009. 

 

2We used these fiscal years because they were the most-recent and most-complete data 
available at the time of our analysis. 
3We define the baseline to be our initial calculations of total Medicaid expenditures as 
reported by CMS-64 and MSIS for all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Therefore, 
the baseline does not include any adjustments to the data. There is a baseline 
expenditure amount for CMS-64 and another for MSIS. Additionally, U.S. territories were 
excluded from our analysis because they do not report any Medicaid claims in MSIS. 
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• MSIS data: We obtained the MSIS Annual Person Summary File data, 
which CMS officials confirmed were appropriate for our analysis. The 
summary file includes monthly enrollment data, but only includes 
annual expenditure data by type of service.4 It is most comparable to 
CMS-64 because both data sets provide total expenditures for the 
fiscal year. The summary file also includes some enrollment and 
expenditure information on the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP).5

 
 

• CMS-64 data: We used the CMS-64 net expenditures financial 
management report within the Medicaid Budget and Expenditure 
System. The financial management report is an annual account of 
states’ program and administrative Medicaid expenditures, including 
federal and state expenditures by expenditure category. The financial 
management report also contains information solely related to 
Medicaid. 

 
Step 2: Determine Medicaid Expenditures in MSIS for the Fiscal Year on 
the Basis of the Number of Medicaid Enrollees 

Because MSIS includes both Medicaid and CHIP expenditures, we 
separated these expenditures to the extent possible. To do this, we first 
determined whether a beneficiary was eligible for Medicaid or CHIP by 
using the monthly eligibility code in MSIS.6

                                                                                                                     
4MSIS includes some lump sum expenditures that are not captured using the annual 
person summary file. 

 The Annual Person Summary 
File ties an entire month’s expenditures to an individual on the basis of his 

5MSIS data are available in several file formats, including (1) full files with detailed claims 
and enrollment data by individual, such as encounters, name of provider, and type of care 
as reported directly by the states; (2) annual person summary files of expenditure data, 
which summarize all the data for a person for the fiscal year, but exclude some encounter 
details included in the full file (for example, the summary file may not include details 
regarding the care encounter, such as individual cost per encounter; however, it does 
include monthly enrollment data); (3) Medicaid Analytic eXtract (MAX) files, which are 
considered to have the highest-quality data, but also have the greatest delay in 
availability—up to 3 years; and (4) the State Summary DataMart, which is a public online 
data system that provides state aggregated Medicaid claims, but not by the individual 
person. 
6The monthly eligibility categories include both Medicaid and CHIP. The eligibility 
categories and their MSIS coding are: 0=ineligible, 1=Medicaid, 2=Medicaid Expansion 
CHIP (M-CHIP), 3=CHIP non-Medicaid (also known as S-CHIP), and 4=CHIP unknown 
(also interpreted to mean that the eligibility overall is unknown). 
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or her monthly eligibility code. The next step was to remove, to the extent 
possible, the CHIP expenditures in order to match MSIS expenditures 
with CMS-64. (CMS-64 does not include CHIP expenditures.) 

CMS officials indicated that states were able to report CHIP expenditures 
within MSIS if they had a Medicaid expansion-CHIP program (i.e., a CHIP 
program that operates as part of the Medicaid program), also known as 
M-CHIP.7 Consequently, we were able to distinguish between Medicaid 
and M-CHIP spending.8

In contrast, CMS officials told us that until fiscal year 2010, states with a 
stand-alone CHIP program (i.e., one that is operated separately from a 
Medicaid program by the state; also known as S-CHIP) were not 
supposed to report these expenditures into MSIS despite the presence of 
the S-CHIP eligibility code. CMS officials indicated that any expenditures 
associated with S-CHIP should be assumed to be Medicaid expenditures 
despite the CHIP eligibility code. Therefore, we included any expenditures 
associated with the S-CHIP code as Medicaid expenditures.

 We thus removed from all MSIS totals any  
M-CHIP expenditures to the extent possible. We determined the number 
of months in the fiscal year a beneficiary received benefits under 
Medicaid or M-CHIP. On the basis of this count, we prorated the 
enrollees’ total expenses for the fiscal year on the basis of the proportion 
of the year a person was enrolled in either M-CHIP or Medicaid. If a 
person was enrolled in the M-CHIP program for part of the year, then a 
portion of the annual spending was apportioned toward M-CHIP. For 
example, if a person was enrolled in M-CHIP for 3 months, then a quarter 
of the expenditures would be considered M-CHIP, and the remaining 
three-quarters of expenditures would be considered Medicaid. 
Consequently, the Medicaid expenditures include prorated amounts for 
Medicaid and M-CHIP enrollees. 

9

                                                                                                                     
7Instead of a M-CHIP program, a state may elect to have a stand-alone CHIP program 
that is operated separately from the Medicaid program. Stand-alone programs are referred 
to as S-CHIP.  

 

8Although M-CHIP programs operate as expansions of Medicaid programs, expenditures 
are considered CHIP expenditures rather than Medicaid expenditures. 
9Expenditures in MSIS for enrollees whose eligibility was listed as S-CHIP totaled  
$481 million in fiscal year 2009, or less than 1 percent of total Medicaid expenditures 
reported in MSIS.  

23874



 
Appendix I: Scope and Methodology 
 
 
 

Page 33 GAO-13-47  Medicaid Data 

Lastly, we included as Medicaid expenditures any other expenditures 
associated with all other eligibility categories. These other eligibility 
variables included “unknown” and “ineligible,” as well as Medicaid.10

Step 3: Matching Inconsistent Definitions of Services between MSIS and 
CMS-64 

 
Consequently, for states with standalone S-CHIP programs and those 
that did not separate out M-CHIP expenditures, the total Medicaid 
expenditures may be inflated in MSIS. Similarly, any expenditures 
reported under the unknown and ineligible categories that were not 
Medicaid expenditures may also inflate Medicaid expenditures. 

MSIS and CMS-64 data consist of expenditures broken down by service 
types.11

 

 To compare MSIS and CMS-64 expenditures, we reviewed the 
definitions of Medicaid service types used in each data set. This is 
necessary because, in many instances, a one-to-one match of service 
types in MSIS to those in CMS-64 is not possible. For example, in fiscal 
years 2007 through 2009, the MSIS Annual Person Summary File had 29 
service types, whereas CMS-64 had 43. (See table 3 for a list of MSIS 
and CMS-64 service types used in fiscal years 2007 through 2009.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                     
10Expenditures in MSIS for enrollees whose eligibility was listed as unknown or ineligible 
totaled approximately $28 billion and $6 billion, respectively, in fiscal year 2009; or 
approximately 9 percent and 2 percent of total Medicaid expenditures reported in MSIS. 
11While we are matching services between these two data sets, some of the expenditures 
we describe here are not directly tied to a Medicaid service in MSIS, such as Medicaid 
payments for Medicare premiums. 
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Table 3: Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) and CMS-64 Service Types, Fiscal Years 2007–2009 

MSIS service types  CMS-64 line numbers and service types  
Inpatient hospital 
Inpatient mental health–aged  
Inpatient mental health–under 21 
Intermediate care facility–mentally retarded 
Nursing facility 
Physician 
Dental 
Other practitioner  
Outpatient hospital 
Clinic 
Home health 
Lab and x-ray  
Drugs 
Other services 
HMO-capitation 
Prepaid Health Plan (PHP)–capitation 
Primary Care Case Management (PCCM)–capitation 
Sterilization 
Abortion 
Transportation 
Personal care 
Targeted case management 
Rehabilitative services 
Physical, occupational, speech, and hearing therapy  
Hospice 
Nurse Midwife 
Nurse Practitioner 
Private duty nurse 
Unknown 

1A.      Inpatient hospital 
1B.      Inpatient hospital–DSH 
2A.      Mental health facility 
2B.      Mental health facility–DSH 
3.        Nursing facility services 
4A.      Intermediate care facility–mentally retarded (public providers) 
4B.      Intermediate care facility–mentally retarded (private providers) 
5.        Physicians services 
6.        Outpatient hospital services 
7.        Prescribed drugs (gross spending) 
7A1.    Drug rebates offset (national agreement) 
7A2.    Drug rebates offset (state sidebar agreement) 
8.        Dental 
9.        Other practitioner services  
10.      Clinic services  
11.      Laboratory and radiological services 
12.      Home health services 
13.      Sterilizations 
14.      Abortions 
15.      Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) services 
16.      Rural health clinic screenings 
17A.    Medicare health insurance payments–Part A premiums 
17B.    Medicare health insurance payments–Part B premiums 
17C1. 120 percent–134 percent of the poverty levela 
17C2. 135 percent–175 percent of the poverty levelb 
17D.   Medicare–coinsurance and deductibles 
18A.   Medicaid health insurance payments–managed care organizations 
18B1. Medicaid health insurance payments–prepaid ambulatory health plan 

 18B2. Medicaid health insurance payments–prepaid inpatient health plan 
 18C.   Medicaid health insurance payments–group health plan payments 
 18D.   Medicaid health insurance payments–coinsurance and deductibles 
 18E.   Medicaid health insurance payments–other 
 19.     Home and community based services 
 20.     Home and community based care for functionally disabled elderly 
 21.     Community supported living services 
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MSIS service types  CMS-64 line numbers and service types  
 22.     Programs of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
 23.     Personal care services 
 24.     Targeted case management services 
 25.     Primary Care Case Management (PCCM) Services 
 26.     Hospice benefits 
 27.     Emergency services for undocumented aliens 
 28.     Federally-qualified health center 
 29.     Other care services  

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services data. 
aMedicaid expenditures reported on line 17C1 include premiums paid for Medicare Part B for 
individuals whose income is 120-134 percent of the poverty level.  
bMedicaid expenditures reported on line 17C2 include the percentage of the Medicare Part B 
premium attributable to the Home Health Benefit transferred from Part A to Part B for individuals 
whose income is 135-175 percent of the poverty level. 
 

Because of the lack of a one-to-one match between MSIS and CMS-64 
service types, we combined MSIS and CMS-64 service types into six 
combined expenditure categories. (See table 4 for the list of the combined 
expenditure categories, and MSIS and CMS-64 service types included in 
each.) As a result, we were able to report on total expenditures by 
combined expenditure categories. 
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Table 4: Combined Expenditure Categories and Corresponding MSIS and CMS-64 Service Types 

Combined 
expenditure 
categories MSIS service types CMS-64 line numbers and service types 
Hospital Inpatient hospital 

Outpatient hospital 
Inpatient mental health facility for under age 21 
Mental health facility for the aged 

1A.       Inpatient hospital 
 1B.       Inpatient hospital–Disproportionate Share Hospitals  

              (DSH) 
 2A.       Mental health facility 
 2B.       Mental health facility–DSH 
  6.         Outpatient hospital services 
  27.       Emergency services for undocumented aliens 
Acute and long  
term support 
services (LTSS)- 
noninstitutional 

Physician 
Dental 
Nurse midwife 
Nurse practitioner 
Other practitioner 
Home health 
Clinic 
Lab and x-ray 
Sterilizations 
Abortions 
Personal care 
Private duty nursing 
Targeted case management 
Rehabilitative services 
Hospice 
Other services 
Physical, occupational, speech, and hearing  
  therapy 
Transportation services 

5.         Physicians services 
8.         Dental 
9.         Other practitioner services 
10.       Clinic services 
11.       Laboratory and radiological services 

 12.       Home health services 
 13.       Sterilizations 
 14.       Abortions 
 15.       Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment 

             (EPSDT) Services 
 16.       Rural health clinic screenings 
 19.       Home and community based services 
 20.       Home and community based care for functionally  

              disabled elderly 
 21.       Community supported living services 
 23.       Personal care services 
 24.       Targeted case management services 
 26.       Hospice benefits 
 28.       Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) 
 29.       Other care services  
Drugs Drugs (gross spending) 7.         Prescribed drugs (gross spending) 
  7A1.    Drug rebates offset (national agreement) 
  7A2.    Drug rebates offset (state sidebar agreement) 
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Combined 
expenditure 
categories MSIS service types CMS-64 line numbers and service types 
Managed care and 
Medicaid premium 
assistance 

HMO capitation 
Prepaid Health Plan (PHP) 
Primary care case management 

18A.    Medicaid health insurance payments–managed care  
             organizations 
18B1.  Medicaid health insurance payments–Prepaid  
             Ambulatory Health Plan 
18B2.  Medicaid health insurance payments–Prepaid Inpatient 
             Health Plan 

  18C.    Medicaid health insurance payments–Group Health  
             Plan Payments 

  18D.    Medicaid health insurance payments–Coinsurance and 
             Deductibles 

  18E.    Medicaid health insurance payments–other 
  25.      Primary Care Case Management (PCCM) Services 
  22.      Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
Long term support 
services-
institutional 

Nursing facility 
Intermediate care facility–mentally retarded 

3.        Nursing facility services 
4A.      Intermediate care facility-mentally retarded (public  
             providers) 

 4B.      Intermediate care facility-mentally retarded (private  
             providers) 

Medicare  17A.    Medicare health insurance payments–Part A  
             premiums 

  17B.    Medicare health insurance payments–Part B  
             premiums 

  17C1. 120–134 percent of the poverty level 
  17C2. 135–175 percent of the poverty level 
  17D.    Medicare coinsurance and deductibles 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ (CMS) data. 

Notes: The combined expenditure categories listed are based on analysis of the Medicaid Statistical 
Information System (MSIS) and CMS service types. We combined acute care and long term support 
services because CMS officials told us there was overlap between services in each type of care. 
The MSIS “unknown” service type was proportionally distributed across 5 categories, excluding 
Medicare. 
While states could report expenditures under “Religious non-medical” in CMS-64 for fiscal years 2007 
through 2009, no state did so. There is no corresponding category in MSIS. 
 
Step 4: Excluded Expenditures 

For certain CMS-64 expenditures, instead of adding them to MSIS, we 
excluded them from CMS-64.  Specifically, expenditures from Puerto Rico 
or the U.S. territories from CMS-64 were excluded because these are not 
in MSIS data.   
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Additionally, we excluded all administrative expenses from CMS-64 
reported amounts, because these are not reported in MSIS data. We also 
excluded all state collections from CMS-64, because these are not in 
MSIS.12

Step 5: Comparison of MSIS and CMS-64 Expenditures 

   

We compared total Medicaid expenditures in MSIS and CMS-64 for fiscal 
years 2007 through 2009, nationally and for all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia, to determine the extent of the difference between these two 
data sets. With total expenditures from both data sets, we calculated the 
expenditures in MSIS as a percentage of those reported in CMS-64. We 
also compared total Medicaid expenditures by our six combined 
expenditure categories, as reported by MSIS and CMS-64 for fiscal years 
2007 through 2009. 

II. Adjustment Analysis 

To conduct our adjustment analysis, we determined the factors that 
account for the difference between MSIS and CMS-64 data on Medicaid 
expenditures. We identified and analyzed factors that account for the 
differences in each data set in fiscal years 2007 through 2009. We 
attempted to reconcile the expenditures by making adjustments to the 
MSIS expenditures on the basis of the differences we identified. In 
attempting to reconcile these differences, we made adjustments to the 
baseline analysis described above. Specifically, we added expenditures 
reported in CMS-64 that were not reported in MSIS to the MSIS amounts. 
We added expenditures to MSIS rather than subtracting them from CMS-
64, because CMS-64 contains total Medicaid spending, and the additions 
make MSIS a better approximation of this spending. For certain service 
types, MSIS and CMS-64 reported different amounts of Medicaid 
expenditures because of differences in the way they capture the 
expenditure information. We identified four factors that account for the 
differences that we were able to quantify. Therefore, we adjusted the 
MSIS baseline amount and reduced the gap between the two data sets. 
Specifically, MSIS does not include Disproportionate Share Hospital 
(DSH) payments, Medicare premiums, prescription drug rebates, and 

                                                                                                                     
12State collections include offsetting collections from third-party liability, estate, and other 
recoveries. 
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Medicaid health insurance payments. We then compared total adjusted 
expenditures nationally and by state. We did this by comparing the 
expenditures reported in MSIS as a percentage of those reported in  
CMS-64. We also compared adjusted expenditures by combined 
expenditure category, nationally and by state. 

Step 1: 

We added expenditures from DSH payments as reported on line 1B 
(Inpatient Hospital Service–DSH Adjustment Payments) in CMS-64 to the 
MSIS baseline amount within the Combined Hospital expenditure 
category. 

Step 2: 

We added expenditures related to Medicare premiums from lines 17A 
(Medicare Health Insurance Payments–Part A premiums), 17B (Medicare 
Health Insurance Payments–Part B premiums), 17C1 (120–134 percent 
of the poverty level), and 17C2 (135–175 percent of the poverty level) 
from CMS-64 to the MSIS baseline amount within the combined Medicare 
expenditure category.13

Step 3: 

 

We subtracted prescription drug rebate amounts reported on line 7A1 
(Drug Rebate Offset–National Agreement) and 7A2 (Drug Rebate Offset–
State Sidebar Agreement) in CMS-64 within the prescription drugs 
expenditure category from the MSIS baseline amount within the 
Combined Prescription Drug expenditure category.14

 

 

                                                                                                                     
13Medicaid expenditures reported on line 17C1 include premiums paid for Medicare Part B 
for individuals whose income is 120–134 percent of the poverty level. Medicaid 
expenditures reported on line 17C2 include the percentage of the Medicare Part B 
premium attributable to the Home Health Benefit transferred from Part A to Part B for 
individuals whose income is 135–175 percent of the poverty level. 
14Unlike the other adjustments, the adjustment for prescription drug rebates decreases the 
spending reported in MSIS. Prescription drug spending is overreported in MSIS because 
rebates are not included in the data set. Consequently, for this category we subtracted the 
amounted reported in CMS-64 for prescription drug rebates from the amount in MSIS.  
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Step 4: 

We added expenditures related to Medicaid health insurance payments 
from lines 18C (Medicaid health insurance payments–Group Health Plan 
Payments), 18D (Medicaid health insurance payments–Coinsurance and 
Deductibles) and 18E (Medicaid health insurance payments–Other) in 
CMS 64 to the MSIS baseline amount within the combined managed care 
and Medicaid premium assistance category. 

Step 5: 

After making the adjustments in steps 1 through 4, we compared the total 
adjusted Medicaid expenditures as reported in MSIS and CMS-64 for 
fiscal years 2007 through 2009, nationally and for all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. With total expenditures from both data sets, we 
calculated the expenditures reported in MSIS as a percentage of those 
reported in CMS-64. 

We also compared total adjusted Medicaid expenditures by our six 
expenditure categories, as reported by MSIS and CMS-64 for fiscal years 
2007 through 2009. 

After making the expenditure adjustments, we determined any remaining 
expenditure differences between MSIS and CMS-64. We then identified 
additional factors that help account for the difference between data sets. 
However, because these were not systematic quantitative differences, 
they could not be used to adjust the expenditures. 

We conducted this performance audit from March 2012 through 
September 2012 in accordance with generally accepted government 
auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to provide a reasonable 
basis for our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. We 
believe that the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our 
findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. 
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State MSIS baseline (dollars) CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 
MSIS baseline as a 
percent of CMS-64 

Alabama $3,625,540,937 $4,415,801,712 82% 
Alaska 1,040,288,855 1,069,624,574 97 
Arizona 8,628,093,458 8,665,269,493 100 
Arkansas 3,486,489,877 3,451,516,646 101 
California 35,002,258,860 41,389,559,881 85 
Colorado 3,288,276,426 3,555,155,172 92 
Connecticut 5,289,134,290 6,035,281,239 88 
Delaware 1,263,983,534 1,211,814,329 104 
District of Columbia 1,928,483,265 1,626,139,477 119 
Florida 14,051,386,231 15,088,582,200 93 
Georgia 7,376,411,423 7,693,345,212 96 
Hawaii 1,172,582,338 1,308,211,194 90 
Idaho 1,330,846,516 1,276,526,247 104 
Illinois 11,658,850,516 13,140,383,274 89 
Indiana 5,312,111,931 5,906,490,283 90 
Iowa 2,870,172,181 2,960,114,156 97 
Kansas 2,315,819,323 2,443,675,864 95 
Kentucky 4,927,054,393 5,400,899,512 91 
Louisiana 5,230,654,120 6,513,211,836 80 
Maine 1,480,509,448 2,517,981,111 59 
Maryland 6,124,798,441 6,523,939,093 94 
Massachusetts 9,928,887,946 12,480,644,429 80 
Michigan 10,145,744,904 10,583,215,243 96 
Minnesota 7,029,437,421 7,387,421,506 95 
Mississippi 3,199,788,959 3,947,805,053 81 
Missouri 5,679,022,531 7,747,665,625 73 
Montana 714,263,803 875,768,845 82 
Nebraska 1,542,139,671 1,616,257,729 95 
Nevada 1,196,285,725 1,383,003,611 86 
New Hampshire 994,261,996 1,327,164,314 75 
New Jersey 7,924,068,702 9,667,209,281 82 
New Mexico 2,633,955,686 3,290,379,397 80 
New York 44,882,629,782 49,368,510,253 91 
North Carolina 9,589,597,797 11,506,119,180 83 
North Dakota 581,137,250 572,101,389 102 

Appendix II: Total Baseline Medicaid 
Expenditures in MSIS and CMS-64, by State, 
Fiscal Year 2009 
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State MSIS baseline (dollars) CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 
MSIS baseline as a 
percent of CMS-64 

Ohio 13,655,184,427 14,150,220,981 97 
Oklahoma 3,441,451,894 3,937,604,747 87 
Oregon 2,797,080,333 3,677,976,463 76 
Pennsylvania 14,206,934,568 17,231,560,151 82 
Rhode Island 1,492,164,387 1,893,290,969 79 
South Carolina 4,640,158,035 5,098,527,910 91 
South Dakota 716,509,192 713,353,957 100 
Tennessee 7,197,427,171 7,290,231,215 99 
Texas 18,542,742,821 23,704,821,993 78 
Utah 1,867,632,519 1,628,633,714 115 
Vermont 969,805,347 1,190,678,054 81 
Virginia 5,518,557,224 5,774,994,043 96 
Washington 5,733,929,571 6,603,087,308 87 
West Virginia 2,588,751,602 2,434,058,051 106 
Wisconsin 5,754,921,788 6,684,081,412 86 
Wyoming 551,809,947 526,237,765 105 
Total $323,120,029,363 $366,486,147,093 88% 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ data. 

Note: MSIS = Medicaid Statistical Information System 
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State MSIS adjusted (dollars)  CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 
MSIS adjusted as a 
percent of CMS-64 

Alabama $4,149,081,465 $4,415,801,712 94% 
Alaska 1,044,650,976 1,069,624,574 98 
Arizona 8,950,429,121 8,665,269,493 103 
Arkansas 3,566,963,553 3,451,516,646 103 
California 37,800,029,701 41,389,559,881 91 
Colorado 3,469,734,861 3,555,155,172 98 
Connecticut 5,565,391,332 6,035,281,239 92 
Delaware 1,243,966,462 1,211,814,329 103 
District of Columbia 1,998,599,795 1,626,139,477 123 
Florida 14,754,686,816 15,088,582,200 98 
Georgia 7,835,521,037 7,693,345,212 102 
Hawaii 1,209,812,682 1,308,211,194 92 
Idaho 1,320,590,808 1,276,526,247 103 
Illinois 12,053,935,834 13,140,383,274 92 
Indiana 5,488,175,214 5,906,490,283 93 
Iowa 2,895,286,487 2,960,114,156 98 
Kansas 2,391,474,252 2,443,675,864 98 
Kentucky 5,170,171,436 5,400,899,512 96 
Louisiana 6,117,964,332 6,513,211,836 94 
Maine 1,530,105,787 2,517,981,111 61 
Maryland 6,308,462,604 6,523,939,093 97 
Massachusetts 10,223,698,086 12,480,644,429 82 
Michigan 10,671,661,360 10,583,215,243 101 
Minnesota 9,661,603,386 7,387,421,506 131 
Mississippi 3,458,893,939 3,947,805,053 88 
Missouri 6,348,322,455 7,747,665,625 82 
Montana 730,414,065 875,768,845 83 
Nebraska 1,559,900,885 1,616,257,729 97 
Nevada 1,305,273,428 1,383,003,611 94 
New Hampshire 1,210,132,665 1,327,164,314 91 
New Jersey 9,240,294,628 9,667,209,281 96 
New Mexico 2,720,776,943 3,290,379,397 83 
New York 47,601,163,307 49,368,510,253 96 
North Carolina 10,037,581,856 11,506,119,180 87 
North Dakota 580,335,888 572,101,389 101 
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State MSIS adjusted (dollars)  CMS-64 baseline (dollars) 
MSIS adjusted as a 
percent of CMS-64 

Ohio 14,470,087,279 14,150,220,981 102 
Oklahoma 3,541,362,801 3,937,604,747 90 
Oregon 2,950,571,584 3,677,976,463 80 
Pennsylvania 15,215,057,372 17,231,560,151 88 
Rhode Island 1,630,860,669 1,893,290,969 86 
South Carolina 5,117,449,890 5,098,527,910 100 
South Dakota 720,846,348 713,353,957 101 
Tennessee 7,363,722,376 7,290,231,215 101 
Texas 20,378,285,311 23,704,821,993 86 
Utah 1,881,512,781 1,628,633,714 116 
Vermont 1,000,491,043 1,190,678,054 84 
Virginia 5,749,185,155 5,774,994,043 100 
Washington 6,150,885,067 6,603,087,308 93 
West Virginia 2,582,401,847 2,434,058,051 106 
Wisconsin 5,653,921,737 6,684,081,412 85 
Wyoming 550,456,264 526,237,765 105 
Total $345,172,184,969 $366,486,147,093 94% 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ data. 

Note: Adjustments were made by adding expenditures reported in CMS-64 to those reported in the 
Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS). Specifically, we added Disproportionate Share 
Hospital payments, national and state rebates for prescription drugs, Medicaid health insurance 
payments, and Medicare premiums to the expenditures reported in MSIS. 
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Note: Adjustments were made by adding expenditures reported in CMS-64 to those reported in the 
Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS). Specifically, we added Disproportionate Share 
Hospital payments, national and state rebates for prescription drugs, Medicaid health insurance 
payments, and Medicare premiums to the expenditures reported in MSIS. 

Appendix IV: Adjusted MSIS Expenditures as 
a Percentage of CMS-64, by State, Fiscal Year 
2009 

MSIS expenditures as a percentage of CMS-64 expenditures 

CJ 87 and below 

CJ 88-92 .. 93-97 .. 98-102 .. 103-107 

~ 108 and above 

Source: GAO analysis of Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services' (CMS) data; MapArt (map) . 
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Appendix V: Adjusted MSIS Expenditures as 
a Percentage of CMS-64, by State and 
Expenditure Category, Fiscal Year 2009 
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Note: Four states—Maine, Mississippi, Vermont, and Wyoming—reported $0 in expenditures related 
to the managed care and Medicaid premium assistance category. 
Adjustments were made by adding expenditures reported in CMS-64 to those reported in the 
Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS). Specifically, we added Disproportionate Share 
Hospital payments, national and state rebates for prescription drugs, Medicaid health insurance 
payments, and Medicare premiums to the expenditures reported in MSIS. No adjustments were made 
for acute and long-term support services (LTSS)-noninstitutional and LTSS-institutional. 
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Mia Love

From: ShePAC
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: Georgia On Our Minds...
Date: Wednesday, May 02, 2012 1:03:14 PM

ShePAC Logo

 

Friend,

The Peach State has a new congressional
district, and we've got just the candidate to
serve as a new Congresswoman. On the
heels of ShePAC-supported Mia Love’s
caucus victory in Utah, we are now headed
to Georgia’s new 9th District on May 16th to
join with other women to stand for Martha
Zoller and we hope you’ll join us.

Martha is a strong conservative woman who
has been in the political arena for years
fighting for conservative issues and values.
She's made the bold decision to place her name on the ballot for this year's election
and we are going to do everything we can to help her.

Martha has long been a strong voice for conservative values. She is an experienced
broadcaster who has been celebrated and saluted as she continues to fight for the
values that she holds dear. And, as we find with many of the strong conservative
women we are working to elect this year, Martha's greatest achievement is being a
mother to her four wonderful children.

As Congresswoman, Martha will fight hard to repeal Obamacare, she'll slash spending,
hold our government agencies accountable and work to return power to us – the
people. As a daughter of a World War II prisoner-of-war, Martha knows the sacrifices
made by veterans and their families and will make it a priority to protect them in
Congress.

In a recent Newsweek article about ShePAC's launch, Martha was interviewed and said:

"I'm really tired of having liberal women speak for me. Any time there's a
women's issue, the first person the media goes to is people who represent
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liberal points of view."

With endorsements like Martha Zoller and Mia Love, we are doing our part to change
that, but we need your help sending them there.

So please join us as we work to send this experienced and powerful voice to
Washington to be a voice for conservative women and for all Americans.

Sincerely,

Teri Christoph, Co-Chair 
Suzanne Haik Terrell, Co-Chair 
Tim Crawford, Treasurer

PS – Mark your calendars - we’ll be at the following locations on Wednesday May 16th –
hope to see you there!

Women for Martha Luncheon
12-1pm

Francis Meadows
1545 Community Way, NE

Gainesville, GA 30501

Happy Hour at Luna's
200 Main St SW # 102 
Gainesville, GA 30501

5-6pm
Gainesville, GA

For more information, please email us!

     
Donate Button

Copyright © 2012 SHE-PAC. All Rights Reserved.
Paid for by She·PAC. Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This email was sent to dana.wolpert@gov.ok.gov.
To unsubscribe please click here.
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From: msnbc.com: Top msnbc.com headlines
Date: Monday, May 16, 2011 1:26:26 PM
Posted At: MSNBC News
Conversation: Gingrich walks back support of mandates
Subject: Gingrich walks back support of mandates

Newt Gingrich voiced support for an individual mandate on NBC’s Meet the Press with
David Gregory, but today, he is walking that back, saying he is "completely opposed to the
Obamacare mandate."

  

View article...
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Fallin weighing state's health care response 

http:/ /www.examiner-enterprise.com/sections/news/ state/fallin-weighing-state 's-health-care-response. html July 27, 2012 

TULSA (AP) - Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin said Tuesday she is waiting until the November elections - and 

hoping for a change in the White House and the U.S. Senate - before deciding how her state will budget 

for President Barack Obama's health care law. 

''There's so much that could happen between now and the end of the year with the elections," Fallin, a 

Republican, told reporters after delivering her State of the State address in Tulsa. "Of course, my 

preference would be that we would elect a change in the president's office with President (Mitt) Romney, 

that the Senate would switch over, and we'd be able to repeal and replace with a plan that is more 

affordable, that is workable. 

"If we were to expend money at this time to make major changes within our systems, it could all be for 

naught come November ... " Fallin said. 

Fallin estimated there were about 35 states that had not yet implemented the "full force" of the federal 

health care law, which the U.S. Supreme Court upheld last month in a 5-4 decision. 

During Fallin's address Tuesday, which was not a formal State of the State address despite its billing as 

such, she told politicians and business leaders that Oklahoma has about $600 million in its Rainy Day 

account because of belt-tightening measures, a prosperous energy industry and low unemployment rates, 

among other things. 

But it was her remarks Tuesday about the health care law that indicated how the largely conservative state 

might handle implementing it. 

Immediately after the court's decision, Fallin announced that she would work with her legal team and 

state agencies to determine what the implications of the health reform law would be for Oklahoma, but 

said then that she had no plans to call a special session to address some of the law's requirements that 

lawmakers decided not to enact. 

Opposition to the health care law was so fierce in Oklahoma that the Legislature rejected $54 million in 

federal money to help set up new on line insurance marketplaces - or exchanges - where people could 

comparison shop for health insurance. Instead, GOP leaders gambled that the act would be struck down. 

Fallin said Tuesday that deliberations continue among state leaders and numerous stakeholders on how 

the state will address the law, its cost and its implementation. 

"We think it's important to be thoughtful, to be considerate, to gather all information," said Fallin, who 

voted against President Obama's health care plan while she was in Congress. ''There are a lot of 

implications of the bill itself: the tax increases that are in the bill, the expansion of Medicaid - whether 

Oklahoma expands or does not expand, we're given that option now." 

Even though Fallin referred to the health care act as a "bill" in her comment, it is federal law. 

Fallin said other segments of the state's core budget could suffer - such as education, transportation 

~ ~ 
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Earlier during the luncheon, sponsored by the Tulsa Metro Chamber, Fallin emphasized her 

accomplishments since being elected governor in 2010 - the first female to hold the position in the state 

history. 

She said she has strived to make Oklahoma more business-friendly, invested in education and kept taxes 

low. She also said Oklahoma has benefitted from a low unemployment rate of 4.7 percent and added that 
' all of Oklahoma's 77 counties had seen unemployment rates go down. 

When Fallin first took office, the state was facing a $500 million budget shortfall, and the state's Rainy 
Day account had been depleted to $2.03, but it has now ballooned to around $600 million, she said. 
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TULSA WORLD 
ilii!1 Print this page 

Powered by the largest news staff in Northeastern Oklahoma 

Visit tulsaworld.com for coverage of news, business, sports and entertainment. 

0 Return to Story 

Editorial: Fallin to wait until November on Medicaid expansion 
decision 

BY World's Editorials Writers 
Friday, July 27, 2012 
7/27/2012 3:13:58 AM 

Gov. Mary Fallin told a Tulsa audience Tuesday that she doesn't plan on making a decision on whether to 
expand the state's Medicaid program - as called for in the federal health-care reform law - until after the 
November elections. 

"We have some pretty tough decisions that we have to make," she said at the Tulsa Metro Chamber 
gathering. 

She also said there are "still a lot of unanswered questions," and that she believes "it's important to be 
thoughtful." 

Of course, the most compelling reason for her to wait until after the elections is to see who the next president 
is going to be. But her comments give us hope that she does recognize the importance of carefully weighing 
all sides of this issue, and that she will consider making the choice that will provide insurance coverage for 
tens of thousands, even if it is politically unpopular. 

Some of her other comments, though, certainly indicate she isn't warming up to the idea of expanding 
Medicaid. She said the Affordable Care Act is unaffordable and unworkable for state and federal 
governments. 

That's been the mantra of opponents of the law for many months now, but there's no disputing the fact that 
what we have now is unaffordable and unworkable for state and federal governments. Those of us who have 
insurance are paying, one way or another, for the care of those who don't. The health-care infrastructure is 
overburdened to the breaking point. The uninsured are ending up with much more costly health-care 
problems because they don't have the ability to access care earlier, when problems first arise and are more 
easily managed. 

Expanding Medicaid would set the stage for addressing all of those problems. 

We recognize the political pickle that Fallin is in. If she rejects Medicaid expansion, a huge segment of the 
population would continue without insurance, exacerbating the current problems. If she accepts it, she could 
face a huge political backlash. 

At least she hasn't summarily dismissed the idea of Medicaid expansion, as a few other GOP governors 
have. And she is seeking advice from stakeholders who know what they're talking about, including hospitals, 
doctors and insurance companies. We hope these are signs she means what she says - that it's important to 
be thoughtful and get those unanswered questions answered. 

Original Print Headline: Healthy signs? 

Copyright© 2012, World Publishing Co. All rights reserved 
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More changes coming as Obamacare phases in 
Published: June 29, 2012 @) O 

Lots of big changes in the 2010 health care law have yet to take effect. Here's how they 
are to unfold: 

2013: 

-Payi·oll taxes rise for individuals making more than $200,000 a year and couples 
above $250,000. These people are also hit with a 3.8 percent tax on investment income. 

-A 2.3 percent excise tax begins on sales by medical-device makers. 

-Taxpayers must spend more on unreimbursed medical care before claiming itemized 
deductions. 

-Start of program to encourage creation of nonprofit, member-run health insurers in 
each state. 

-Almost everyone required to be covered by either private or government-run 
insurance or pay a penalty to the IRS. 

- Most employers face penalties if they don't offer coverage to their workers. 

- Insurers prohibited from rejecting people with medical problems or charging them 
more. 

-Insurers can't charge women more than men. 

- Medicaid program for the poor expands in states that take part: It covers childless 
adults for the first time. And it takes in people with incomes up to 133 percent of the 
federal poverty level, or $29,327 a year for a family of four. 

-Newly created, state-based insurance markets make it easier for individuals and small 
businesses to find affordable coverage. 

-Subsidies help many people, including some upper-income families, buy coverage 
through the state markets. 

http ://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-o bamacare-phases-in/article/feed/39901 7 6/29/2012 
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-Tax credits to help pay for health plans at businesses with 25 or fewer workers reach 
their maximum. For businesses with 10 or fewer employees, the credits will cover 50 

percent of the cost of premiums. 
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More changes coming as Obamacare phases in 
Published: June 29. 2012 ""! 0 

-New fee on health insurers begins. 

-New limits on savings in flexible spending accounts begin. 

2018: 

-A 40 percent tax on high-cost, employer-sponsored health plans begins. The tax falls 
on plans w01th more than $10,200 for individuals and $27,500 for families. 

2020: 

-The gap in Medicare's prescription drug coverage, known as the "doughnut hole," is 
fully eliminated after years of phase-out. After that, seniors will pay 25 percent of the 
cost of their medications up until Medicare's catastrophic coverage kicks in. 

Many provisions are already in effect, including: 

-Co-payments for preventive care for all ages have been eliminated. 

- Young adults can stay on their parents' insurance up to age 26. 

-Insurers can't deny coverage to children with health problems. 

-Policies can't limit how much they'll pay over a person's lifetime. 

-Older people save money through improved Medicare prescription benefits which are 
phasing in through 2020. 

- A temporary program helps pe:ople with pre-existing health problems get coverage. 

-Cuts in reimbursements for hospitals and insurers under Medicare have started and 
will cut deeper over time. 
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Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health 
care law 
By Chris Casteel I Published: June 29, 2012 Gi! O 

Here are excerpts from the opinions issued by justices in the 5-4 decision: 

Majority opinion written by Chief Justice John Roberts: 

"The Affordable Care Act is constitutional in part and unconstitutional in part. The 
individual mandate cannot be upheld as an exercise of Congress's power under the 
Commerce Clause. That Clause authorizes Congress to regulate interstate commerce, 
not to order individuals to engage in it. 

"In this case, however, it is reasonable to construe what Congress has done as 
increasing taxes on those who have a certain amount of income, but choose to go 
without health insurance. Such legislation is within Congress's power to tax. 

"As for the Medicaid expansion, that portion of the Affordable Care Act violates the 
Constitution by threatening existing Medicaid funding. Congress has no authority to 
order the States to regulate according to its instructions. Congress may offer the States 
grants and require the States to comply with accompanying conditions, but the States 
must have a genuine choice whether to accept the offer. The States are given no such 
choice in this case: They must either accept a basic change in the nature of Medicaid, or 
risk losing all Medicaid funding. 

"The remedy for that constitutional violation is to preclude the Federal Government 
from imposing such a sanction. That remedy does not require striking down other 
portions of the Affordable Care Act." 

" ... The Co mt does not express any opinion on the wisdom of the Affordable Care Act. 
Under the Constitution, that judgment is reserved to the people." 

Portion of opinion by Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg; Stephen G. Breyer; 
Sonia M. Sotomayor; and Elena Kagan, disagreeing with Roberts on 
Medicaid: 

http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s. -supreme-comis-decision-on-health-care-law/arti... 6/29/2012 
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"The (Affordable Care Act) enlarges the population of needy people States must cover to 
include adults under age 65 with incomes up to 133% of the federal poverty level. The 
spending power conferred by the Constitution, the Court has never doubted, permits 
Congress to define the contours of programs financed with federal funds ... And to 
expand coverage, Congress could have recalled the existing legislation, and replaced it 
with a new law making Medicaid as embracive of the poor as Congress chose. 
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Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court's decision on health 
care law 
By Chris Casteel I Published: June 29, 2012 IEi! O 

"The question posed by the 2010 Medicaid expansion, then, is essentially this: To cover 
a notably larger population, must Congress take the repeal/reenact route, or may it 
achieve the same result by amending existing law? The answer should be that Congress 
may expand by amendment the classes of needy persons entitled to Medicaid benefits." 

Opinion by Justices Anthony M. Kennedy; Antonin Scalia; Clarence 
Thomas; and Samuel A. Alito, dissenting from majority decision: 

"The Court today decides to save a statute Congress did not write. It rules that what the 
statute declares to be a requirement with a penalty is instead an option subject to a tax. 
And it changes the intentionally coercive sanction of a total cut-off of Medicaid funds to 
a supposedly noncoercive cut-off of only the incremental funds that the Act makes 
available. 

"The Court regards its strained statutory interpretation as judicial modesty. It is not. It 
amounts instead to a vast judicial overreaching. It creates a debilitated, inoperable 
version of health-care regulation that Congress did not enact and the public does not 
expect. It makes enactment of sensible health-care regulation more difficult, since 
Congress cannot start afresh but must take as its point of departure a jumble of now 
senseless provisions, provisions that certain interests favored under the Court's new 
design will struggle to retain. And it leaves the public and the States to expend vast 
sums of money on requirements that may or may not survive the necessary 
congressional revision." 
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A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 
By The Associated Press I Published: June 28, 2012 !§') 1 

Here is a look at where Oklahoma stands on implementing President Barack Obama's 
federal health care overhaul, which the Supreme Comt ruled Thursday can go forward: 

NUMBER OF UNINSURED: About 624,480 Oklahoma residents are uninsured, or 
about 17 percent of the state's population. 

WHERE THE STATE STANDS NOW: Oklahoma lawmakers first rejected $54 million 
in federal funding to create an online health insurance marketplace and then decided to 
take no action on developing the exchange, deciding instead to wait on the court's 
ruling . 
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Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance 
exchange 
The Oklahoman Editorial I Modified: June 29, 2012 at 4:44 pm I Published: July 2, 2012 !""} 16 

Page I of2 

CONSERVATIVES in the Oklahoma Legislature, irritated with President Barack Obama 
and his far-reaching 2010 health care law, made it a point not to comply with a 
provision of the law requiring states to create exchanges to help consumers buy 
insurance. Now what will they do? 

Digesting the ramifications of the U.S. Supreme Comt's upholding of the Affordable 
Care Act will take some time. But what can't be debated is that Obamacare remains the 
law of the land, and formation of health insurance exchanges is one part of that law. 

Oklahoma was on its way to creating an exchange early last year and it accepted a 
federal grant to do so. Gov. Mary Fallin and Republican leaders in the House and 
Senate - all of them staunch conservatives by any yardstick - had agreed on a 
proposal. Then some senators protested, citing concerns about federal red tape but 
mostly making the point that accepting the grant was the same as endorsement of 
Obamacare. 

That's all it took to get Fallin and the others to jump ship. The money was returned and 
the exchange idea shelved. 

The toxicity of this law in Oklahoma was such that lawmakers who last summer headed 
a committee that explored the state's response to Obamacare were labeled as 
supporters of the law and drew challengers at the ballot box by far-right Republicans. 

A coalition of health care entities and business leaders, including The State Chamber 
and the Tulsa and Oklahoma City chambers of commerce, pushed early this year for 
formation of a state exchange. The reason was simple: "This issue is too important to 
risk the imposition of a federally designed exchange." 

But exchanges remained a nonissue at the Legislature in large part because lawmakers 
banked on the Supreme Court spiking the law. They figured, why spend time on 
something so unpopular and politically thorny when the law is soon going to be off the 
books anyway? 
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Statement of Governor Bob McDonnell on U.S. Supreme Court Decision on the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act 

RICHMOND. Governor Bob McDonnell Issued the following statement today follow!ng the decision by the U.S. Supreme Court 
to uphold the Patient Protection and Affordable care Act (PPACA), 

"Today's Supreme Court ruling !s extremely disappointing for Virglnla and for America. The PPACA will create a costly and 
cumbersome system that wlll impair our country's ability to recover from these challenging economic times, infringes on our 
citizen's liberties, will harm small businesses, and will Impose dramatic unfunded mandates on Virginia and all states. Simply 
put, this ls a blow to freedom. America needs market~based solutions that give patients more choice, not less. 

Virginia will evaluate the steps necessary to comply with the !aw. While we have awaited this decision, planners have been 
working to Identify necessary resources and issues to be addressed to ensure Virginia Implements this flawed law in the most 
effective and least costly and burdensome way possible. In coming months, Virginia's healthcare leaders will work to develop the 
best poss!b!e system to meet the healthcare needs of our citizens, It remains my hope that we wll! elect a new President and 
Senate so that the existing !aw will be repealed and states will be given the freedom they need to implement healthcare 
solutions that work best for their dtii:ens. We will evaluate the opinion !n detail in the days ahead and determine what pollcies 
are proper for the people of Virginia.~ 
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Scott Walker: Wisconsin Won't Launch Obamacare 
Sunday, July 1, 2012 03:25 PM 

By: Amy Woods 

Calling Obamacare a massive tax increase, Republican Wisconsin Gov. 
Scott Walker said Sunday he is going to wait before implementing health
insurance exchanges in his state. 

"We're going to wait," Walker said on CBS' "Face the Nation." "For people 
here in Wisconsin and plenty of other states across the country, we want to 
put the power back in the hands of the people at the state and the local level, 
not be driven by a federal mandate." 

He said he believes in a free-market alternative to the government-funded 
health-insurance program upheld last week by the Supreme Court. 

"Yes, it is a tax increase," Walker said. "That's the whole reason why the law 
was upheld." 

Government-funded health insurance ultimately will lead to the rationing of 
healthcare to control costs, he said. 

"Which do you think's more likely to drive down healthcare costs and make 
our states and our jobs more competitive - having something driven by the 
government in terms of a mandate, or having something that opens up the 
door so that all of us, as consumers, play a much more active role, having 
skin in the game, when it comes to healthcare," he asked. "I think the latter is 
the more appropriate approach." 

© 2012 Newsmax. All rights reserved. 
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Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded 
Medicaid program 
By Elise Viebeck - 07/03/12 05:00 AM ET 

At least 15 governors have indicated they will not participate in the expansion of Medicaid under the 
healthcare law, striking a blow to President Obama's promise of broader insurance coverage. 

Before Thursday's Supreme Court ruling, states had the option of either increasing their Medicaid 
rolls or being penalized by the federal government. The high court struck down that offer as 
unconstitutional. 

Governors still have a financial incentive to participate in the expansion of coverage for low-income 
people, since the government will foot most of the bill through 2016. But the decision is also loaded 
with politics, particularly for Republican governors who are adamantly opposed to "ObamaCare." 

"You can make the political call real quick, but the actual decision is a complicated one," said Matt 
Salo of the National Association of Medicaid Directors. "Governors are going to be looking at the 
numbers and asking: Does this make sense for us?" 

Seven states with Republican governors have given a flat "no" to the Medicaid expansion since the 
Supreme Court ruling, according to reports and press statements (see list below). 

States that will decline to participate include Florida, where Gov. Rick Scott (R) turned his opposition 
to the law into a political career, and Louisiana, where Gov. Bobby Jindal (R) has vowed to help elect 
Mitt Romney as president in order to repeal it. 
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In eight other states - seven with GOP governors - the Medicaid expansion seems unlikely, given 
comments from governors and their offices. 

Texas Gov. Rick Perry (R) "has no interest in fast-tracking any portion of this bankrupting and 
overreaching legislation," spokeswoman Lucy Nashed said in a statement Monday. "We will continue 
to call for the full repeal of the bill." 

Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell (R), considered a contender to be Romney's vice-presidential 
nominee, said his focus is on November. 

"The only way to stop Barack Obama's budget-busting healthcare takeover is by electing a new 
president," McDonnell said in a statement following the court's decision. 

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (R), also the subject of VP speculation, has not announced what his 
state will do. His political position is trickier, since he leads a blue state where there is more support 
for the healthcare law. 

In its original form, the Affordable Care Act would have pulled all federal funds for state Medicaid 
programs that did not expand as the law intended. 

Chief Justice John Roberts strongly criticized that approach in his opinion for the majority. 

"The financial 'inducement' Congress has chosen is much more than 'relatively mild encouragement' 
"to expand Medicaid, Roberts wrote. "It is a gun to the head." 

Past estimates have found that, as designed, the law's expansion would have provided healthcare 
access to an additional 17 million low-income Americans. 

"States have a lot to consider," said Robin Rudowitz with the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and 
the Uninsured. "That is a lot of federal money sitting on the table." 

Alan Weil with the National Academy for State Health Policy said states that do not comply could 
raise the ire of some in Congress. 

"If states turn down that offer, it leaves a lot of people uninsured. Ifwe end up in that place, a lot of 
people in Congress are going to say that is a problem," he said. 

Several Democrats have expressed confidence that the bill's intention to expand healthcare coverage 
can still be fulfilled. 

Peter Orszag, who led the White House budget office during the healthcare debate and had a major 
role in shaping the legislation, said states might come around eventually. 

He said the law's coverage expansion would be significantly undercut if a large number of states opt 
out. 

"There may be significant gaps that open up, and that would be unfortunate," he said, noting that 
more than half of the coverage expansion was set to come through Medicaid. 

http://thehill.com/biogs/heal th watch/heal th-reform-implementation/23 603 3-fifteen-governor... 7/3/2012 

23912



Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded Medicaid program - The Hill's Heall... Page 3 of 4 

But Orszag said there is plenty of precedent for states to expand their Medicaid programs when they 
don't have to. About 60 percent of current Medicaid spending goes toward people or benefits that are 
not mandated by federal law, he said. States decide to provide those optional benefits because the 
federal government bears most of the cost - and it would cover an even bigger share of the 
Affordable Care Act's expansion. 

The federal government will cover the entire cost of the expansion for a few years. Its share begins to 
drop after that, but Orszag said it won't fall far enough to be a bad deal for states. 

"A 90 percent subsidy rate is going to be hard to resist," Orszag said Monday on a conference call 
organized by Foreign Affairs magazine. 

- Sam Baker, Lydia Nuzum and Gunnar Sidak contributed to this report. 

Will your state pursue the healthcare law's Medicaid expansion? 

According to press statements and reports. R/D/I indicate governors' party affiliation. 

YES: 
D - California 
D - Connecticut 
D - Hawaii 
D - Illinois 
D - Massachusetts 
D - Minnesota 
D - Maryland 
D-NewYork 
D- Oregon 
I - R11ode Island 
D- Vermont 
D - Washington 

UNDECIDED, APPEAR TO BE LEANING YES: 
D - Arkansas 

UNDECIDED: 
R - Alaska 
R - Arizona 
D- Colorado 
D - Delaware 
R - Idaho 
D - Kentucky 
R- Maine 
R- Michigan 
D- Montana 
D - New Hampshire 
R - New Jersey 
R - New Mexico 
D - North Carolina 

http ://thehi ll. com/b logs/healthwatch/heal th-reform-implementation/23 603 3-fifteen-governor... 7/3/2012 

23913



Fifteen governors reject or leaning against expanded Medicaid program - The Hill's Healt... Page 4 of 4 

R - North Dakota 
R- Ohio 
R- Oklahoma 
R - Pennsylvania 
R - South Dakota 
R - Tennessee 
R- Utah 
D - West Virginia 
R- Wyoming 

UNDECIDED, APPEAR TO BE LEANING NO: 
R-Alabama 
R - Georgia 
R - Indiana 
R - Mississippi 
D - Missouri 
R- Nevada 
R-Texas 
R- Virginia 

NO: 
R- Florida 
R-Iowa 
R- Kansas 
R - Louisiana 
R- Nebraska 
R - South Carolina 
R - Wisconsin 

This post was updated at 10:57 a.111. 

Source: 
http://thehill.com/blo gs/healthwatch/heal th-reform-imp lementation/23 60 3 3-fifteen-governors-reject -
or-leaning-against -expanded-med icai d-program 
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Obamacare is an unhealthy prescription 
By Scott Walker, Published: July 12 

Since the Supreme Court upheld President Obama's health-care mandate, there has been exhaustive 
discussion about the philosophical basis of this federal law. As Election Day approaches, debate will 
surely grow about the proper role of our federal government. 

But while much attention has focused on Congress's intention to repeal or replace the Affordable Care 
Act, too few are studying the law's practical impact. The best place to see the effects of the law is in our 
nation's laboratories, the states. Although the Supreme Court has ruled on the constitutionality of the 
act, Wisconsin shows that it is bad policy. 

The budget I signed into law last year increased state taxpayer spending on Medicaid by $1.2 billion in 
our biennial budget, which works out to be one of the largest annual increases in the country. While 
many states slashed Medicaid funding to deal with budget deficits, we made the biggest investment in 
the program in Wisconsin's history. 

By putting in place the long-term structural changes needed to make our budget sustainable, we ensured 
that those who truly need assistance would continue to have access to affordable and quality health care 
well into the future. 

The good news is that responsible budgeting has put our state in a fairly unique position: Nearly 21 
percent of Wisconsin residents have health insurance. According to the latest nationally available data, 
only three states have higher rates of coverage. 
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The bad news is that, from a practical standpoint, Obamacare will devastate Wisconsin. An actuarial 
study commissioned by my predecessor, a Democrat, and completed last year found that if Obamacare is 
implemented in Wisconsin: 

• 100,000 people will be dropped by their employer-sponsored health insurance; 

•59 percent of people who buy their own health insurance will experience an average premium increase 
of 31 percent; 

• 150,000 people will stop buying health insurance in the private sector and will instead become 
dependent on the government and taxpayers; 

•Between 2014 and 2019, Obamacare could cost Wisconsin taxpayers $1.12 billion; after all federal aid 
and tax credits are applied, the state's portion of the bill will be $433 million; and 

•Approximately 122,000 parents, caretakers and pregnant women with an income of more than 133 
percent of the federal poverty level will no longer be eligible for Medicaid. 

It's important to go beyond these facts and understand what they really mean for those of us who live in 
the Badger State. Young people will be hit hard with premium increases. Those between 19 and 29 years 
old who have individual insurance will experience an average premium increase of$1,631 per year. A 
family of four that does not qualify for a subsidy can expect a 28 percentincrease - from $8,528 to 
$10,912. For those who are covered by the small-employer group market, the average premium increase 
will be 15 percent. 

These are just the law's effects on individuals. There are also statewide implications. In Wisconsin, 46 
percent of residents who would receive assistance through Obamacare would have already had insurance 
coverage. That would result in taxpayers spending millions of dollars without providing new coverage. 

The law has also raised serious philosophical questions: Should the federal government force people to 
buy a product? What is the proper relationship between federal and state governments? 

Even setting aside those legitimate issues, one practical concern remains. I look at the effects that full 
implementation would have on my state, and I can't help but conclude that Obamacare punishes 
Wisconsin for budgeting responsibly and providing access to affordable and quality health care. It 
punishes young people, those who have responsibly purchased individual insurance, employers and 
employees of small businesses. 

In Wisconsin, the data show that Obamacare will increase the cost of health care for most residents. That 
is not a prescription for positive change. Other states will face similar situations. We can do better. 

Overall our federal government should be working to replicate the successes of states like Wisconsin -
particularly focusing on those with high rates of coverage. And from a practical standpoint, the federal 
government should give Medicaid block grants to states. This would allow states to maximize the 
efficient use of tax dollars and increase private-sector competition while still providing care for those in 
need. 

Increasing access to health care won't come through mandates, taxes or penalties. Truly improving 
access for families will require costs to go down. Unfortunately, Obamacare moves in the opposite 
direction by making insurance more expensive. 
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Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare 
The Oklahoman Editorial I Published: August 12, 2012 "'127 

SUPPORTERS of Obamacare argued the law was necessary to reduce the expenses 
borne by all Americans as the result of cost-shifting that occurs when the uninsured 
obtain treatment without payment. Now, Obamacare fans argue that the law will 
achieve major savings for state governments ... thanks to cost-shifting. 

Some state officials say Oklahoma would "save" about $47.8 million a year if the state 
accepts the Obamacare-driven expansion of Medicaid. That would shift to the federal 
government pa1t of the current cost of treating those with mental health problems. 
Currently, the state pays for treatment through the Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services, the Department of Corrections and the state Health 
Department. 

Of course, those savings are all on paper. Oklahomans pay state and federal taxes. 
Shifting the cost from one side of the ledger sheet to the other doesn't make any 
difference for those paying taxes into both columns. 

Put another way, if you siphon gas out of your car and into your truck, you aren't saving 
money on truck fuel. You're just refueling your car more often. The fact that Obamacare 
supporters tout the government-finance version of a siphon hose as a major policy 
achievement shows just how flawed this law is. 

At the same time, state officials may start pushing back on the federal government's 
cost-shifting to states. 

Stateline.org reports that the Supreme Court's ruling on Obamacare, which made the 
Medicaid expansion voluntary, may impact other state-federal programs that could be 
seen as coercive. The court said the Medicaid expansion's immense cost and significant 
program changes made that portion of the law coercive. It said states could opt out of 
expansion without losing existing federal Medicaid dollars. Many federal education 
programs have similar characteristics and some question if those programs could 
survive legal challenges if enacted today. 

Page 1 of 2 ~ 2 Next·· 
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Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare 

The Oklahoman Editorial I Published: t\ugusl 12, 2012 2tp.; 

Federal anti-discrimination laws governing state agencies and enviro1m1ental 
regulations, especially the federal Clean Air Act, could also be affected. Texas has 
already filed a challenge to the federal Environmental Protection Agency's authority; 
arguments will begin this fall. 

The federal-state cost-shifting games in Obamacare may also threaten "safety net 
hospitals" thanks to the Supreme Court's ruling. Those facilities, which serve many 
uninsured people, cmTently get federal "disproportionate share" payments (DSH) to 
cover the exh·a costs involved. However, assuming those people would be added to 
Medicaid, the Obamacare law slashed DSH funding. 

Stateline reports the cunent federal DSH subsidy amounts to about $11 billion 
annually. An estimated total reduction of $18 billion will occur between 2014 and 2020. 
Similar payment reductions are also scheduled through Medicare, the government 
program for the elderly. The Medicaid expansion is voluntary, but the DSH reductions 
are still mandatory. This could place many "safety net hospitals" on precarious financial 
ground. 

Medicaid DSH payments account for 24 percent of revenue at those hospitals, with 
another 5 percent coming from Medicare DSH payments. Oklahoma's per-patient DSH 
payment is lower than most states, but the impact will still be felt. 

At some point, the cost-shifting ends and payment begins. When that occurs, American 
taxpayers will be the ones to foot the bill, whether local, state or federal. 
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The Enid News and Eagle, Enid, OK 

A11g11st 10, 2012 

Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges 

By James Neal, Stajfll7riter 
Enid News & Eagle 

ENID, Okla. - Oklahoma may be forced into a federal health care exchange if the November elections 
don't change the political landscape in Washington. 

However, the state still would have the option to create its own exchange and opt out of the federal 
system. 

That was the central topic of discussion Friday when Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner John Doak 
spoke at the Garfield County Republican Women monthly meeting. 

Oklahoma is one of 29 states that have not implemented, and are not making progress toward 
implementing, a health care exchange in accordance with requirements of the Affordable Care Act, 
according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a Washington-based think tank that favors the 
federal health care law. 

Oklahoma lawmakers delayed implementing the Affordable Care Act while waiting for the results of a 
Supreme Court challenge, a decision that in June essentially declared the bulk of the law constitutional. 

Still, Oklahoma and 28 other states are taking a "wait-and-see" approach on implementing a state health 
care exchange, or online market in which the uninsured can compare and purchase health insurance and 
apply for federal subsidies to cover the cost. 

Alex Weintz, cornrnunications director for Gov. Mary Fallin, said the governor will wait until after the 
November elections before making any decisions on a health care exchange or increasing Medicaid 
coverage, the other major element of the ACA's thrust to cover the uninsured. 

"The governor wants to review all of the options available to the state, with the understanding that a lot 
can change in November depending on who the next president is and the makeup of the House and 
Senate," Weintz said. "We're going to take the next few months to review the courses of action available 
to the state and review what the governor thinks would be the best course for the state, again keeping in 
mind we might have vety different leadership at the federal level at that point." 

Doak also is waiting to sec what happens in N ovcmber. 

'We want to offer health care to all Oklahomans, we want the transparency to be there, and we need 
health care to be more affordable, but I don't know if we need the federal government to be infused in 
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our lives to make those decisions," Doak said. "I think this is going to be one of the most critical 
elections we're going to have in terms of how our government is going to be run." 

But, what if the ACA survives the outcome of November's elections? A key provision of the law provides 
the federal government, through the Department of Health and Human Services, can establish a federal 
health care exchange for any state that has not met the requirement by January 2014. 

Doak said Friday of a potential federal health care exchange "we don't know what it will look like," and 
the timing of its potential implementation is uncertain. 

But, he added, Oklahoma likely would go into a federal exchange if a state exchange isn't set up by the 
deadline, and if the law survives after the elections. 

"I think we have to be under the assumption the federal exchange will be ready," Doak said, "and then 
we will have to thoughtfully and carefully consider what's best for Oklahoma, and then pull out of it and 
move into something that is more reflective of our values." 

Doak said even if Oklahoma is forced into a federal health care exchange, the state still could create its 
own exchange in accordance with the ACA requirements and opt out of the federal-level exchange. 

The creation of any exchange in Oklahoma has become a politically charged issue, and likely would face 
popular opposition, whether created by state or federal legislators. 

Doak said although he has his own political views on the matter, as commissioner, he will enforce 
whatever is passed down from the Legislature. 

"As a regulator, I have to uphold the law, and sometimes you have to do things you don't want to do," 
Doak said. "We're going to have to fulfill our requirements as a regulatory authority and do whatever the 
Legislature tells us to do." 

Doak remaine? optimistic a good solution will be found, regardless of the outcome of the November 
elections. 

Borrowing from a popular British phrase, he urged Oklahomans to "keep calm and carry on." 

"I think it is the right thing to do to remain calm and see what the elections hold," Doak said, "and then 
we'll do things in a businesslike fashion that's best for the state and in line with the will of the people." 
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Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin ... Richard Morrissette ... 
Oklahoma Democrats 

BY Staff Reports 
Sunday, August 12,2012 
8/12/2012 5:43:36 AM 

Gov. Mary Fallin 

Quick to the scene of the wildfires, quick to respond to Department of Veterans Affairs problems, called to the 
podium for the Republican National Convention. 

Big week! 

Rep. Richard Morrissette . 

Uses statewide wildfires as opportunity to test drive the idea of a "state cedar department" to deal with the 
pernicious and flammable eastern red cedar. 

How about a Bureau of Oily Rags, too? 
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Oklahoma Democrats 

State Election Board figures show 47.1 percent of Oklahoma voters are Democrats, compared to 53.7 
percent 10 years ago and 71.4 percent 20 years ago. 

Call a landscaper. You've got an erosion problem. 

Original Print Headline: Sunday Morning Quarterback 

Copyright© 2012, World Publishing Co. All rights reserved 
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Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over 'Obamacare' 

BY WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer 
Sunday, August 12,2012 
8/12/2012 7:54:32 AM 

fl Read the Tulsa World continuing coverage of the health care law. 

As she considers whether Oklahoma should accept Affordable Care Act funding to expand the state's 
Medicaid program, Gov. Mary Fallin might want to consult with a Washington source who addressed the 
law's problems many times while it was being debated in Congress - Mary Fallin. 

As a congresswoman, Fallin spoke out on the Affordable Care Act - "Obamacare" to its opponents - at least 
eight times during the months of debate that divided the nation. At various times, she argued that the 
proposal would hike taxes, destroy jobs, expand the deficit, burden the states, damage Medicare, hurt 
women, ration care and put the nation on a course to socialized medicine. 

So, now, in a different job and facing a different set of political and fiscal circumstances, does she even have 
the option to argue that the law's Medicaid expansion - and the mass of federal funding that would come with 
it - would be the right choice for Oklahoma? 

The Medicaid expansion is the Affordable Care Act's primary plan for providing health insurance to the 
nation's poorest people. Those who earn up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level - $30,657 for a family 
of four by 2012 standards - would be eligible for the health-care entitlement. 

The law mandated that states expand the program or lose all of their previous Medicaid money and picked 
up 100 percent of the costs of the newly eligible patients for the first three years and the lion's share of 
subsequent costs - 90 percent after 2020. 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruling that found the law otheiwise constitutional changed the state-federal 
relationship on the Medicaid expansion. The high court ruled that the Medicaid mandate was illegally 
coercive. 

As a result, the Medicaid expansion is optional for each state. Several GOP governors quickly stepped 
foiward to reject the expansion on ideological, political and fiscal grounds. 

Fallin has not. 

With hospitals and business interests lobbying her to accept the money, she has said she wants to take her 
time and consider carefully all the issues. 

She has also said that the law in general is unaffordable, unworkable and should be repealed and replaced 
by Mitt Romney after he is elected president. No decision is likely until after the November election. 

While her words about the law have been harsh, they leave the door slightly ajar if Romney were to lose. She 
hasn't categorically ruled out the state accepting the Medicaid funding, the improved health care it would 
bring to the state's poorest people and the relief it would bring to hospitals and insurance companies that 
otheiwise have to absorb the costs of uninsured patients in emergency rooms. 

For any politician, there is grave danger in saying one thing and doing another - the dreaded flip-flop. That 
puts focus on what Fallin said about the Affordable Care Act while she was in Congress. 
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There is no doubt that she was a consistent, outspoken opponent of the measure. During the 12 months of 
the law's most intense debate, Fallin spoke out on the issue more than any other issue, according to the 
Congressional Record. 

Her first House floor statement on the issue came July 21, 2009, less than a week after the prototype for the 
law came out of a Senate committee. 

She complained that the proposal would raise taxes and pass other costs on to future generations by 
ballooning the federal deficit. 

As the law developed, Fallin remained consistent in her opposition. 

Two of Fallin's speeches came closest to addressing the Medicaid expansion issue directly. 

Page 2 of3 

On Nov. 2, 2009, amid the House floor debate on the measure, Fallin took a House microphone to argue that 
the plan would burden states with unaffordable costs. 

"A lot of states are experiencing budget shortfalls. In my state of Oklahoma, we have cut back services in our 
state,'' Fallin said. "So, if we have more unfunded mandates upon our state government -whether it is 
through the expansion of Medicaid or whether it is through the $500 billion that is being proposed to cut 
seniors' and Medicare services or the taxes on medical devices or some of the services that will be 
eliminated - those costs get passed on down. And ultimately, it will be the states that will be picking up those 
costs." 

Five days later, the bill passed the House on a 220-215 vote. Fallin voted against it. 

On March 19, 2010, with the House again debating the issue, Fallin brought up the proposal's Medicaid costs 
for states once again. 

"(M)any states are facing ... hard times from budget deficits, and they are having to cut services and are 
making really tough, painful spending decisions about the delivery of services to their citizens,'' she said. 
"States are also having a hard time paying for growing Medicaid costs. And now this health care bill, if it 
passes, will pass on down more unfunded Medicaid costs upon our states and create even bigger, nanny 
state entitlement programs .... " 

She went on to say that one estimate put Oklahoma's cost of Medicaid expansion at $500 million. 

Two days later, the House gave final approval of the bill, sending it to President Obama. Fallin voted against 
it as did every other Republican House member. 

A sample from Mary Fallin's speeches concerning the Affordable Care Act while she served in the 
U.S. House of Representatives: 

July 21, 2009: "With over a thousand pages, the Democrat health care bill costs too much, spends too much, 
and will destroy jobs in America .... This time, cutting a bigger federal check won't do it. Their plan amounts to 
$818 billion in new taxes on individuals, on businesses, and a federal takeover of our health care system." 

July 28, 2009: " .... (T)his debate on health care could move us towards socializing our health care system 
and turning over our personal health to the federal government to make decisions about our health, and also 
turning over a large portion of our national economy to the federal government." 

Oct. 27, 2009: " .. .I'm very concerned about the Democrats' health care proposal to make massive cuts to 
Medicare Advantage plans, which would take benefits away from our senior citizens, even though President 
Obama has promised Americans that, if they like their health-care plans, they can keep them." 

Nov. 2, 2009: "A lot of states are experiencing budget shortfalls. In my state of Oklahoma, we have cut back 
services in our state. So, if we have more unfunded mandates upon our state government, whether it is 
through the expansion of Medicaid or whether it is through the $500 billion that is being proposed to cut 
seniors' and Medicare services or the taxes on medical devices or some of the services that will be 
eliminated, those costs get passed on down, and ultimately, it will be the states that will be picking up those 
costs." 

Nov. 3, 2009: "We know when the federal government takes over care, whether it is a bureaucratic system or 
a socialized system, that it also leads to rationing of care. This bill increases taxes while also causing higher 
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insurance premiums and will hurt women and children and their families." 

Nov. 6, 2009: ''The $34 billion worth of unfunded mandates to the state in this bill might help hide the true 
costs of this $1.3 trillion legislation, but the truth is the states will be picking up a lot of these costs. And the 
only way states could deal with the increased costs and the unfunded mandates would be to look at raising 
taxes on small businesses and on individuals, and that is unacceptable." 

Nov. 7, 2009: "(T)he American people understand the need for health care reform. They just don't want 
socialized medicine .... (A)nd they don't want the federal government interfering in our states' rights. They 
don't want unfunded mandates upon the states, and they don't want government-funded taxpayer abortion 
upon our families .... (T)his health-care bill will change the face of the nation and put our nation on a 
trajectory of a federal government takeover in so many areas of our freedoms and our lives." 

Page 3 of3 

March 19, 2010: "(M)any states are facing ... hard times from budget deficits, and they are having to cut 
services and are making really tough, painful spending decisions about the delivery of services to their 
citizens. States are also having a hard time paying for growing Medicaid costs. And now this health-care bill, 
if it passes, will pass on down more unfunded Medicaid costs upon our states and create even bigger, nanny 
state entitlement programs, all at a time when Medicaid reimbursements are so low that doctors are dropping 
both Medicaid and having a hard time - it is hard to even find doctors who will see Medicaid or Medicare 
patients, especially in our rural areas .... From my state of Oklahoma, it is estimated that this legislation will 
impose over $500 million of unfunded Medicaid expansion mandates on our state." 

Original Print Headline: Fallin could lose debate with herself 

Wayne Greene 918-581-8308 
wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com 

Associated Images: 

Gov. Mary Fallin: She was outspoken in 
her opposition while in Congress. 

Copyright© 2012, World Publishing Co. All rights reserved 
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TULSA - Governor Mary Fallin will not rush to make a decision on whether to stand with some other Republican 
governors and refuse to implement an expansion of Medicaid mandated by the so-called "Obamacare" law. 

State Sen. Patrick Anderson, R-Enid, issued a call for Fallin to defy the federal government and join the governors of 
several other states. including Texas. Louisiana, Florida, and Wisconsin. 

But when contacted by KRMG, Fallin spokesman Alex Weintz says she has to weigh the options carefully, and has set no 
time-line for making that decision. 

"No decision's been made yet regarding potential Medicaid expansion. Governor Fallin is currently reviewing implications of 
the Supreme Court decision and the State of Oklahoma's options as they relate to Medicaid." 

That said, Weintz took pains to note the Governor's dissatisfaction with the recent opinion issued by the U.S. Supreme 
Court which upheld nearly the entire Obamacare mandate. 

"The governor's enormously disappointed with the Supreme Court's decision not to strike down the bulk of Obamacare," he 
told KRMG. 

He says she's heard from people on both sides of the political spectrum, quipping that "we're not lacking in any sort of 
opinions of what we should do," but again stressed that the governor will take her time to make "the right decision" for the 
state. 

KRMG made several attempts to contact Sen. Anderson for comment but he didn't return our phone messages. 

Comments 

If you would like to post a comment please Sign in or Register 
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Fallin's office says no special session 

Despite deadline, no action to create health insurance exchange 

By D.E. Smoot 
Phoenix Staff Writer 

Page 1 of2 

- A spokesman for Gov. Mary Fallin's office said Tuesday there are no plans to convene a special 
legislative session to address the need for a state-run health insurance exchange. 

The issue arose last week after the U.S. Supreme Court upheld by a 5-4 vote the constitutionality of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

The measure is President Barack Obama's signature legislation passed by Congress in 2009 by a party-line 
vote. Proponents say the law provides strong consumer protections and new coverage options. Critics say 
the law is .an abuse of government power and decry the mandate that requires most Americans buy health 
insurance or face a penalty or UL'<. 

One provision provides states the option of setting up a health insurance exchange for those who don't 
have the option of buying health insurance through an employer. Oklahoma's Republican-controlled 
Legislature rejected that option and gambled instead on the Supreme Court striking down the law. 

Losing that bet, the state has until November to set up the exchange or allow the federal government to 
operate the exchange. That would take legislative action, but Aaron Cooper, Fallin's press secretary, said, 
"The governor does not plan to call a special session." Cooper did not respond to further inquiries about 
how the governor's decision would affect Oklahomans. 

State Rep. Jerry McPeak, D-Warner, described Fallin's decision. as "fiscally irresponsible." 

"This wasn't a very smart move to start out with," McPeak said about the Legislature's failure to set up 
the health-insurance exchange. "There is only one ship in the ocean, and they decided not to get on it. 
Now we're left out here on an island in no-man's land on this deal." 

State Rep. George Faught, R-Muskogee, who denounced last week's Supreme Court decision, did not 
respond late Tuesday afternoon to inquiries about Fallin's decision. Faught, who is seeking the 
Republican nomination in the 2nd Congressional District rac·e, touts what he describes as a leadership 
role to defeat federal health care reforms at the state level. 

McPeak, however, said failing to address the exchange issue and other options before the November 
deadline "could have huge social costs." What those costs might be, McPeak said, are unknown but could 

http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x20046 78224/F allin-s-office-says-no-special-session/print 71512012 
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impact options for the uninsured. 

David Blatt of Oklahoma Policy Institute, said last week the Supreme Court's decision should serve as a 
"wake-up call for Oklahoma, where our leaders have gambled on a wait-and-see strategy that's left us ill 
prepared for reform." The director of the Tulsa-based think tank urged state officials "to move forward 
with implementation" of the law. 

McPeak agreed, saying the state of the law is what it is, and implementation should begin regardless of 
ideology or party affiliation. 

"We put ourselves iu this situation - I think we played politics with people's lives, and that's not right," 
McPeak said. "The people making those decisions won't be affected because they already have health care 
coverage. Unfortunately, those who don't (have coverage) will suffer the consequences of those 
decisions.'' 

Reach D.E. Smoot at (918) 684-2901 or dsmoot@muskogeephoenix.com. 

http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x2004678224/F allin-s-office-says-no-special-session/print 7/5/2012 
23929



36 Hours: ObamaCare in Oklahoma I The City Sentinel Page I of 4 

• Stay Connected 
• I Thursday, July 05, 2012 

!search in site ... 

•Home 
• Food & Wine 
• Editorial 

~ 
• Govcmn1cnt 
• Arts & Entertainment 
• Community 
• Video 

•About 
• Subscriptions 
• Advertise 
• Contact 
• Gallery 

36 Hours: ObamaCare in Oklahoma 

~Story by Patrick B. McGuigau on July 3, 2012. Click on author name to view all articles by this author. You cau follow auy responses to this 
entry through the RSS 2.0. You can leave a response or trackback to this entry 

by Patrick B. McGuigan 

Executive Editor 

Forget "48 Hours." The first 36 hours after last \\'eek's announcentent of the U.S. Supren1e Court's ruling on the Affordable Care Act- much more 
widely kno\vn as "ObamaCare" - created a tsunami of commentary, conflicting analysis and controversy about what it all means. 

Governor Mary Fallin, a strong critic of the law, said she \vould n1ove slo\\·ly in response. She estimates implementation could cost the state a half~ 
billion dollars. 

While legislative leaders backed Fallin, the state Democratic Chairman assailed her for not calling a special session to create a health exchange. Fello\v 
Republicans, including Attorney General Scott Pruitt (\vho had sued to kill the law), backed her. 

Several legislators said the state should avoid implententation while repeal efforts advance during the presidential election season. Rep. Jason Nelson 
of Oklal1oma City \Vlllts an intensified fight "against the iinplcn1entation of this destructive federal Ja,v." 

http://city-sentinel.com/?p=2757 7/5/2012 
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Whatever else results, the ruling united the state GOP dramatically,just days after a divisive primary fight bet\veen "Tea Party" and "mainstream" 
conservatives. 

The bluntest critique ofOban1aCare can1e from the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, the state's leading think tank. Jonathan Small, fiscal director, 
said the ruling was bad, but left roon1 for policymakers "to empower people to escape from the Medicaid ghetto and give them the dignity ol"having 
their own health insurance." 

The Oklahon1a Health Care Authority sketched who would be eligible for mandated insurance benefits, without arguing the merits. The agency stressed 
the High Court said states have a choice \Vhether to cover more people through Medicaid, and that it anticipated further federal guidance. Of comfort to 
Oban1aCarc's critics, the authority said it \Viii "look towards Oklahoma's leadership for direction as to future action." 

Herc and there, the outcome has funs. Dr. Katherine Schiennan, a military veteran and activist Democrat, praised the ruling. Dr. Boyd Shook, a 
venerable liberal who runs a free clinic, said the first word from h.is 1nouth was "Alleluia." Then, he set to work thinking through the challenges of 
implementation, including the state's long~standing shortage ofprintary care physicians. 

Oklahon1a City University La\v Professor Andre\v Spiropulos expressed shock that Roberts, and not Justice Anthony Kennedy, provided the S\Ving 
vote to uphold the law. The result was surprising because, he said, "on point after point'' the legal analysis "read like a conservative lawyer's dream." 

In the end, the conservative thinker opined, "the Court's decision to leave matters to the people may be best for all concerned." 

Note: Pat McGuigan, executive editor of The City Sentinel, is the author of three books, including ''Ninth Justice: The Fight for Bork" (University 
Press of America, 1990), with Dmvn M. Weyrich, and the editor of seven books on legal policy. 

www.CapitolBeatOK.com 

You must he logged in to post a comn1enl login 

Young drivers GEICO 
are cool with us. Lacaf Offlcd 

llW!filecll1on(Q111 
Saving people money on ~13?'414l 

2839 S. Go"!!>t Sl'fd more than just car insurance."' ~tllC'.tr ..__...._ __ ..... _ .. .,_,.,_.~=---=-"<"·-· 
__ ,,__ ..... ,...,. ........ .,,,, .............. _"'"''""'- ..... '"'""'.!<"'-"' 

Recent Stories 

Free sy1noosium offers public tour of metro green roofs 
36 Hours: Oban1aCare in Ok1ahon1a 
Fireworks illegal in Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma City University La\v Professor sumrised at court's lineup. and reasoning 
Oklahoma's progressives Democrats say it's "time to move fonvard" on health care 
T\vo Oklahonta City physicians apolaud Supreme Court ruling 
Oklahoma Gov. Marv Fallin. legislative leaders decry "Oban1aCare" ruling 
Primary election day 2012: GOP advantage builds Democrats have a few contested printaries including MidTo\vn's District 88 
111ird annual Cowboy & Couture f.'lShion how benefits women entrepreneurs in Afghanistan and Rwanda 

• A Cold Case: The Missing Jint Thorpe Olympic Memorbilia 

Categories 

• Arts & Entertainment 
• Breaking News 
• Business 
• Comme"ntary 
•Community 
• Editorial 
• Education 
• Faith 

Food& Wine 
Front Page 

http://city-sentinel.com/?p=2757 7/5/2012 
23931



Tom Coburn joins Republicans in Congress asking nation's governors, including Oklaho... Page 1 of3 

CapitolBeat OK 
Tom Coburn joins Republicans in Congress asking nation's governors, including 
Oklahoma's Mary Fallin, not to implement health care exchange 
Patrick B. McGuigan 
Published: 03-Jul-2012 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Twelve U.S. Senators 
and 61 members of the U.S. House have 
written every governor in America, 
including Oklahoma's Mary Fallin, asking 
the state chief executives to oppose 
implementation of health care exchanges 
under the controversial Affordable Care 
Act. The new developments unfolded as 
turmoil continued to surround what might 
be the most contentious judicial decision in 
the modern era. 

Meanwhile, grass roots activists in Oklahoma are organizing a rally at the Oklahoma state 
Capitol for Saturday, July 7. 

Republican U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn of Muskogee joined several colleagues in signing the letter. 
Leading the charge to gather signatures on the missive was U.S. Senator Jim DeMint of South 
Carolina. 

Distribution of the congressional letter came on Monday (July 2), as a few American governors 
have already moved to forestall implementation of the law until after the November election, 
including Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, Bob McConnell of Virginia and Rick Scott of Florida. 

Grass roots activists have planned a rally to oppose implementation of the health care law. A 
recently organized group known as "The Oklahoma Tenth Amendment Center'' is slated a "Rally 
for Healthcare Independence" on the south steps of the Oklahoma state Capitol, 9 to 11 a.m. on 
July 7. 

Organizers of the rally sent CapitolBeatOK a draft statement contending, "Article I, Section 8 of 
the Constitution lists the seventeen powers specifically enumerated to the Federal Government. 
Health care is NOT an enumerated power. The 1 Oth Amendment to the Constitution states, 'The 

powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, 
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.' 

"Thus, any health care policy must be left to states to enact at the behest of their citizens - if they 
so choose. America's Founders instituted government to protect the liberties of individual 
Americans. In fact, the majority believed that power could not emanate from a central 
government, that it must be dispersed among states, in order to protect the states and maximize 
the freedom of the individual.'' 

The activists are stressing that Oklahoma voters gave overwhelming support to State Question 
756 (The Oklahoma Health Care Freedom Amendment), a state constitutional measure 
prohibiting the use of government compulsion to force a person to join a health care system. 

Dr. Mike Ritze, one of two physicians serving in the Oklahoma Legislature, was a leading 
advocate of the constitutional measure. S.Q. 756 passed with 638,455 yes votes (64. 73% of the 
votes cast), with 347,908 (35.27%) opposed. 

http://www.capitolbeatok.com/reports/tom-co burn-j oins-republicans,in-congress-asking-nat... 7/5/2012 
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Oklahoma is among a cluster of states that have refused to implement a health insurance 
exchange. 

Other states that have not moved on the exchange issue are Louisiana, Florida, Nebraska, 
Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Michigan, South Dakota, Texas, Virginia and 
Wisconsin. 

In their letter, the members of Congress predicted the exchanges in "ObamaCare" could cost 
businesses up to $3,000 per employee. 

DeMint commented, "Now that we know the courts will not save us from this harmful and 
unsustainable law, we urge all governors to join our fight full repeal by stopping its 
implementation. 

"Americans have loudly rejected this law because it raises costs, lowers quality of care, and 
hikes taxes. The President's health care law will not reform anything, but wilJ hurt state budgets, 
destroy jobs, and reduce patient choices. States should reject these complex and costly 
exchanges. We cannot build a free market health care system on this flawed structure of 
centralized government control, we must repeal all of it and start over with commonsense 
solutions that make health care more affordable and accessible for every American." 

Senators signing the letter to American governors included Rand Paul of Kentucky, Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin, Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania, Richard Shelby, Jeff Sessions of Alabama, 
David Vitter of Louisiana, and Jim DeMint of South Carolina. 

U.S. House members on the anti-exchange letter included Michelle Bachmann of Minnesota, Jim 
Jordan of Ohio, Ron Paul of Texas, Joe Walsh of Illinois, Pete Olson of Texas, Sandy Adams of 
Florida, Steve King of Iowa, Annamarie Buerke of New York, and Marsha Blackburn of 
Tennessee. 

Rep. Bachmann said, in comments sent to CapitolBeatOK, "While Republicans in Congress will 
continue to push for a full repeal of Obamacare, the states can take immediate action to reject 
these exchanges that will increase health care costs and add more layers of bureaucratic red 
tape. I encourage all 50 governors to do what's best for the American people. They should 
refuse to implement an exchange and instead work towards common sense solutions that lower 
costs and return important health care decisions to patients and their doctors." 

Rep. Jordan commented, "The harmful impact on jobs is just one of many reasons we remain 
committed to fully repealing this law. If governors want lo raise the cost of hiring people in their 
states, they should create an Obamacare exchange. If they want more jobs in their state, they 
should not. It's that simple." 

Last week after the nation's High Court upheld the federal law in a closely divided 5-4 decision, 
Governor Fallin told reporters, including CapilolBeatOK, she did not plan to call a special session 
lo deal with the decision's impact on our state. She added a special session "is always a 
possibility." 

Fallin estimated it would cost Oklahoma a half-billion to implement the measure. Fallin said she 
and her staff would have to continue studying the law - including the Medicaid mandate that was 
stricken by a 7-2 majority in the mixed ruling - to determine its likely or potential impact on state 
policy. 

The full text of the congressional letter to Mary Fallin and other American governors is posted 
below: 

Dear Governors: 

http ://www.capitolbeatok.com/reports/tom-cobum-j oins-republicans-in-congress-asking-nat... 7/5/2012 
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The Supreme Court has ruled significant parts of the Medicaid expansion of the 
President's health care law unconstitutional as well as ruling that the individual mandate 
violated the Commerce Clause and will therefore be implemented as a punitive tax on the 
middle class. This presents us with a critical choice: Do we allow this reprehensible law 
to move forward or do we fully repeal it and start over with commonsense solutions? The 
American people have made it clear that they want us to throw this law out in its entirety. 

As members of the U.S. Congress, we are dedicated to the.lull repeal of this government 
takeover of healthcare and we ask you to join us to oppose its implementation. 

Most importantly, we encourage you to oppose any creation of a state health care 
exchange mandated under the President's discredited health care law. 

These expensive, complex, and intrusive exchanges impose a threat to the financial 
stability of our already-fragile state economies with no certainty of a limit to total 
enrollment numbers. Resisting the implementation of exchanges is good for hiring and 
investment. The law's employer mandate assesses penalties - up to $3,000 per employee 
- only to businesses who don't satisfy federally-approved health insurance standards and 
whose employees receive "premium assistance" through the exchanges. The clear 
language of the statute only permits federal premium assistance to citizens of states who 
create a state-based exchange. 

However, the IRS recently finalized a regulation that contradicts the law by allowing the 
federal government to provide premium assistance to citizens in those states that have 
not created exchanges. The IRS had no authority to finalize such a regulation. By refusing 
to create an exchange, you will assist us in Congress to repeal this violation which will 
help lower the costs of doing business in your state, relative to other states that keep 
these financially draining exchanges in place. 

State-run exchanges are subject to all of the same coverage mandates and rules as the 
federally-run exchange. Clearing the hurdles of crafting an exchange that complies with 
the 600 plus pages offederal exchange regulations will only result in wasted state 
resources and higher premiums for your constituents. 

Implementation of this law is not inevitable and without the unconstitutional individual 
mandate it is improbable. Join us in resisting a centralized government approach to ' 
health care reform and instead focus on solutions that make health care more affordable 
and accessible for every American. Let's work to create a health care system of, for, and 
by the people, not government or special interests. 

Sincerely, [signed by 12 U.S. Senators and 61 U.S. Representatives] 
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Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
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Lawmaker pushes Fallin to refuse to implement health-car-a law 

BY WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer 
Wednesday, July 04, 2012 
7/4/2012 4:17:24 AM 

fl Read the Tulsa World continuing coverage of the health care law. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Gov. Mary Fallin to refuse to implement the 
Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma. 

"We have had enough time to consider last Thursday's (Supreme Court) ruling, and we know that the end 
result will be larger deficits, greater costs to working Oklahomans, and punitive regulations that will cripple 
many businesses," said Anderson, R-Enid. 

"Gov. Fallin needs to make Oklahoma's position clear and tell President Obama that she will not choose to 
implement this new tax on the taxpayers of Oklahoma." 

Fallin has called for the law's repeal but hasn't decided whether the state should accept federal funding to 
expand Medicaid eligibility through the law. 

After initially accepting $54 million to establish a health insurance exchange to comply with the law, Fallin 
later rejected the funding. She has backed a market-based exchange for the state, though that model would 
not comply with the law's mandates. 

Fallin has said her top priority in addressing the law is making sure that Mitt Romney wins November's 
presidential election. 

Anderson said Fallin needs to be on the front line with Republican governors taking a more strident 
opposition to the law. 

"Bobby Jindal in Louisiana, Chris Christie in New Jersey, Rick Perry in Texas, Scott Walker in Wisconsin, 
Rick Scott in Florida and Nikki Haley in South Carolina have officially stated they will not implement 
Obamacare in their states in the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision last Thursday," Anderson said. 

"Oklahoma needs to join these other states and be a leader, not a follower, in the opposition to this law and 
the substantial burden that it will place on taxpayers." 

Meanwhile, in a separate statement, Rep. Mike Ritze, R-Broken Arrow, called on the state to nullify the law's 
individual mandate. 

"I disagree with the Supreme Court's ruling and believe that state governments were intended to serve as a 
check on the federal government," Ritze said. 

Ritze said his legislation would authorize the Oklahoma attorney general to defend citizens who fail to 
purchase health insurance against the federal government and criminalizes the enforcement of the individual 
mandate. 

"My hope is that Obamacare will be repealed, but I do not think that means we have to wait for the repeal to 
happen," Ritze said. 

"Oklahoma lawmakers should do what they can to support our choice to make our own health-care 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/printerfriendlystory .aspx?articleid=20120704_16 _ A4 _CUT... 7/5/2012 
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decisions." 

Original Print Headline: Lawmaker wants state to reject health-care law 

Wayne Greene 918-581-8308 
wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com 

Associated Images: 

Sen. Patrick Anderson: "Oklahoma needs to join ... in opposition to this 
law." 
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COBURN ASKS GOVERNORS NOT TO IMPLEMENT OBAMACARE 
Patrick 8. McGulgan Publlshed: 03-Jul-2012 

71312012 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Twelve U.S. Senators and 61 members of !he U.S. House have written every governor in 
America, including Oklahoma's Mary Fallin, asking the state chief executives to oppose implementation of 
health care exchanges under the controversial Affordable Care Act. The new developments unfolded as turmoil 
continued to surround what might be the most contentious judicial decision in the modem era. 

Meanwhile, grass roots activists in Oklahoma are organizing a rally at the Oklahoma state Capitol for Saturday, 
Juty7. 

Republican U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn of Muskogee joined several colleagues in signing the letter. leading the 
charge to gather signatures on the missive was U.S. Senator Jim DeMint of South Carolina. 

Distribution of the congressional letter came on Monday (July 2), as a few American governors have already 
moved to forestall implementation of the law until after the November election, including Bobby Jindal of 
Louisiana, Bob McConnell of Virginia and Rick Scott of Florida. 

Grass roots activists have planned a rally to oppose implementation of the health care law. A recently 
organized group known as "The Oklahoma Tenth Amendment Center" is slated a "Rally for Healthcare 
Independence· on the south steps of the Oklahoma state Capitol, 9 to 11 a.m. on July 7. 

Organizers of the rally sent CapitolBeatOK a draft statement contending, "Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution 
lists the seventeen powers specifically enumerated to the Federal Government. Health care is NOT an 
enumerated power. The 1 Oth Amendment to the Constitution states, 'The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people.' 

"Thus, any health care policy must be left to states to enact at the behest of their citizens ~ if they so chooie. 
America's Founders instituted government to protect the liberties of individual Americans. In fact, the majority 
believed that power could not emanate from a central government, that it must be dispersed among states, in 
order to protect the states and maximize the freedom of the individual.· 

The activists are stressing that Oklahoma voters gave overwhelming support to State Question 756 (The 
Oklahoma Health Care Freedom Amendment), a state constitutional measure prohibiting the use of 
government compulsion to force a person to join a health care system. 

Dr. Mike Ritze, one of two physicians serving in the Oklahoma Legislature, was a leading advocate of the 
constitutional measure. S.Q. 756 passed with 638,455 yes votes {64.73%1 of the votes cast), with 347,908 
{35.27°/o) opposed. 

Oklahoma is among a cluster of states that have refused to implement a health insurance exchange. 

Other slates that have not moved on the exchange issue are Louisiana, Florida, Nebraska, Alabama, Georgia, 
Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, Michigan, South Dakota, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin. 

In their fetter, the members of Congress predicted the exchanges in "ObamaCare' cou!d cost businesses up to 
$3,000 per employee. 

DeMint commented, 'Now that we know the courts will not save us from this harmful and unsustainable law, we 
urge all governors to join our fight full repeal by stopping its implementation. 
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~'allin could lose debate with herself 
• Her past arguments 
against Affordable Care 
Act funding are coming 
back to haunt her. 

BY WAYNE GREENE 
World Senior Writer 

As she considers whether Okla
homa should accept Affordable 

Care Act funding to 
ANALYSIS expand the state's 

Medicaid program, 
Gov. Mary Fallin might want to con
sult with a Washington source who 
addressed the law's problems many 
times while it was being debated in 
Congress - Mary Fallin. 

As a congresswoman, Fallin spoke 
out on the Affordable Care Act -
"Obamacare" to its opponents - at 
least eight times during the months 

of debate that divided the nation. At 
various times, she argued that the 
proposal would hike taxes, destroy 
jobs, expand the deficit, burden the 
states, damage Medicare, hurt wom
en, ration care and put the nation on 
a course to socialized medicine. 

So, now, in a different job and fac
ing a different set of political and 
fiscal circumstances, does she even 
have the option to argue that the 
law's Medicaid expansion - and the 

mass of federal funding that would 
come with it - would be the right 
choice for Oklahoma? 

The Medicaid expansion is the Af
fordable Care Act's primary plan for 
providing health insurance to the 
nation's poorest people. Those who 
earn up to 133 percent of the federal 
poverty level - $30,657 for a family 
of four by 2012 standards - would 

SEE FALLIN Al? 
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Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself 
over 'Obamacare' 

By WAYNE GREENE World S.enior Writer 
Published: 8/12/2012 2:26 AM 
Last Modified: 8/12/2012 7:54 AM 

tfl Read the Tulsa World continuing coverage of the 
health care law. 

As she considers whether Oklahoma should accept 
Affordable Care Act funding to expand the state's 
Medicaid program, Gov. Mary Fallin might want to 
consult with a Washington source who addressed the 
law's problems many times while it was being debated 
in Congress - Mary Fallin. 

Gov. Mary Fallin: She was outspoken in her 
opposition while in Congress. 

As a congresswoman, Fallin spoke out on the Affordable. 
Care Act - "Obamacare" to its opponents - at least eight 

times during the months of debate that divided the nation. At various times, she argued that 
the proposal would hike taxes, destroy jobs, expand the deficit, burden the states, damage 
Medicare, hurt women, ration care and put the nation on a course to socialized medicine. 

So, now, in a different job and facing a different set of political and fiscal circumstances, does 
she even have the option to argue that the law's Medicaid expansion - and the mass of 
federal funding that would come with it - would be the right choice for Oklahoma? 

The Medicaid expansion is the Affordable Care Act's primary plan for providing health 
insurance to the nation's poorest people. Those who earn up to 133 percent of the federal 
poverty level - $30,657 for a family of four by 2012 standards - would be eligible for the 
health-care entitlement. 

The law mandated that states expand the program or lose all of their previous Medicaid 
money and picked up 100 percent of the costs of the newly eligible patients for the first three 
years and the lion's share of subsequent costs - 90 percent after 2020. 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruling that found the law otherwise constitutional changed the state 
-federal relationship on the Medicaid expansion. The high court ruled that the Medicaid 
mandate was illegally coercive. 

As a result, the Medicaid expansion is optional for each state. Several GOP governors quickly 
stepped forward to reject the expansion on ideological, political and fiscal grounds. 
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Fallin has not. 

With hospitals and business interests lobbying her to accept the money, she has said she 
wants to take her time and consider carefully all the issues. 

She has also said that the law in general is unaffordable, unworkable and should be repealed 
and replaced by Mitt Romney after he is elected president. No decision is likely until after 
the November election. 

While her words about the law have been harsh, they leave the door slightly ajar if Romney 
were to lose. She hasn't categorically ruled out the state accepting the Medicaid funding, the 
improved health care it would bring to the state's poorest people and the relief it would 
bring to hospitals and insurance companies that otherwise have to absorb the costs of 
uninsured patients in emergency rooms. 

For any politician, there is grave danger in saying one thing and doing another - the dreaded 
flip-flop. That puts focus on what Fallin said about the Affordable Care Act while she was in 
Congress. 

There is no doubt that she was a consistent, outspoken opponent of the measure. During the 
12 months of the law's most intense debate, Fallin spoke out on the issue more than any other 
issue, according to the Congressional Record. 

Her first House floor statement on the issue came July 21, 2009, less than a week after the 
prototype for the law came out of a Senate committee. 

She complained that the proposal would raise taxes and pass other costs on to future 
generations by ballooning the federal deficit. 

As the law developed, Fallin remained consistent in her opposition. 

Two of Fallin's speeches came closest to addressing the Medicaid expansion issue directly. 

On Nov. 2, 2009, amid the House floor debate on the measure, Fallin took a House 
microphone to argue that the plan would burden states with unaffordable costs. 

"A lot of states are experiencing budget shortfalls. In my state of Oklahoma, we have cut 
back services in our state," Fallin said. "So, if we have more unfunded mandates upon our 
state government - whether it is through the expansion of Medicaid or whether it is through 
the $500 billion that is being proposed to cut seniors' and Medicare services or the taxes on 
medical devices or some of the services that will be eliminated - those costs get passed on 
down. And ultimately, it will be the states that will be picking up those costs." 
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Five days later, the bill passed the House on a 220-215 vote. Fallin voted against it. 
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On March 19, 2010, with the House again debating the issue, Fallin brought up the proposal's 
Medicaid costs for states once again. 

"(M)any states are facing ... hard times from budget deficits, and they are having to cut 
services and are making really tough, painful spending decisions about the delivery of 
services to their citizens," she said. "States are also having a hard time paying for growing 
Medicaid costs. And now this health care bill, if it passes, will pass on down more unfunded 
Medicaid costs upon our states and create even bigger, nanny state entitlement programs .... " 

She went on to say that one estimate put Oklahoma's cost of Medicaid expansion at $500 
million. 

Two days later, the House gave final approval of the bill, sending it to President Obama. 
Fallin voted against it as did every other Republican House member. 

A sample from Mary Fallin's speeches concerning the Affordable Care Act while she 
served in the U.S. House of Representatives: 

July 21, 2009: "With over a thousand pages, the Democrat health care bill costs too much, 
spends too much, and will destroy jobs in America .... This time, cutting a bigger federal 
check won't do it. Their plan amounts to $818 billion in new taxes on individuals, on 
businesses, and a federal takeover of our health care system." 

July 28, 2009: " .... (T)his debate on health care could move us towards socializing our health 
care system and turning over our personal health to the federal government to make 
decisions about our health, and also turning over a large portion of our national economy to 
the federal government." 

Oct. 27, 2009: " ... I'm very concerned about the Democrats' health care proposal to make 
massive cuts to Medicare Advantage plans, which would take benefits away from our senior 
citizens, even though President Obama has promised Americans that, if they like their health 
-care plans, they can keep them." 

Nov. 2, 2009: "A lot of states are experiencing budget shortfalls. In my state of Oklahoma, we 
have cut back services in our state. So, if we have more unfunded mandates upon our state 
government, whether it is through the expansion of Medicaid or whether it is through the 
$500 billion that is being proposed to cut seniors' and Medicare services or the taxes on 
medical devices or some of the services that will be eliminated, those costs get passed on 
down, and ultimately, it will be the states that will be picking up those costs." 

Nov. 3, 2009: "We know when the federal government takes over care, whether it is a 
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bureaucratic system or a socialized system, that it also leads to rationing of care. This bill 
increases taxes while also causing higher insurance premiums and will hurt women and 
children and their families." 

Nov. 6, 2009: "The $34 billion worth of unfunded mandates to the state in this bill might help 
hide the true costs of this $1.3 trillion legislation, but the truth is the states will be picking up 
a lot of these costs. And the only way states could deal with the increased costs and the 
unfunded mandates would be to look at raising taxes on small businesses and on 
individuals, and that is unacceptable." 

Nov. 7, 2009: "(T)he American people understand the need for health care reform. They just 
don't want socialized medicine .... (A)nd they don't want the federal government interfering 
in our states' rights. They don't want unfunded mandates upon the states, and they don't 
want government-funded taxpayer abortion upon our families .... (T)his health-care bill will 
change the face of the nation and put our nation on a trajectory of a federal government 
takeover in so many areas of our freedoms and our lives." 

March 19, 2010: "(M)any states are facing ... hard times from budget deficits, and they are 
having to cut services and are making really tough, painful spending decisions about the 
delivery of services to their citizens. States are also having a hard time paying for growing 
Medicaid costs. And now this health-care bill, if it passes, will pass on down more unfunded 
Medicaid costs upon our states and create even bigger, nanny state entitlement programs, all 
at a time when Medicaid reimbursements are so low that doctors are dropping both 
Medicaid and having a hard time - it is hard to even find doctors who will see Medicaid or 
Medicare patients, especially in our rural areas .... From my state of Oklahoma, it is estimated 
that this legislation will impose over $500 million of unfunded Medicaid expansion 
mandates on our state." 

Original Print Headline: Fallin could lose debate with herself 

Wayne Greene 918-581~8308 
wayne.greene@tulsaworld.com 

By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer 

Copyright 2012 World Publishing Co. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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TULSA, Okla. (AP) - Oldahoma Gov. Mary Fallin 

said Tuesday she is waiting until the November 

elections - and hoping for a change in the White 

House and the U.S. Senate - before deciding how 

her state will budget for President Barack Obama's 

health care law. 

"There's so much that could happen between now 

and the end of the year with the elections," Fallin, a 

Republican, told repo1ters after delivering her State of the State address in Tulsa. "Of 

course, my preference would be that we would elect a change in the president's office with 

President (Mitt) Romney, that the Senate would switch over, and we'd be able to repeal 

and replace with a plan that is more affordable, that is workable. 

"If we were to expend money at this time to make major changes within our systems, it 

could all be for naught come November ... " Fallin said. 

Fallin estimated there were about 35 states that had not yet implemented the "full force" of 

the federal health care law, which the U.S. Supreme Court upheld last month in a 5-4 

decision. 

During Fallin's address Tuesday, which was not a formal State of the State address despite 

its billing as such, she told politicians and business leaders that Oldahoma has about $600 
million in its Rainy Day account because of belt-tightening measures, a prosperous energy 

industry and low unemployment rates, among other things. 
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But it was her remarks Tuesday about the health care law that indicated how the largely 

conservative state might handle implementing it. 

'· 
Immediately after the court's decision, Fallin announced that she would work with her 

legal team and state agencies to determine what the implications of the health reform law 

would be for Oklahoma, but said then that she had no plans to call a special session to 

address some of the law's requirements that lawmakers decided not to enact. 

Opposition to the health care law was so fierce in 0 klahoma that the Legislature rejected 

$54 million in federal money to help set up new online insurance marketplaces - or 

exchanges - where people could comparison shop for health insurance. Instead, GOP 

leaders gambled that the act would be struck down. 

Fallin said Tuesday that deliberations continue among state leaders and numerous 

stakeholders on how the state will address the law, its cost and its implementation. 

"We think it's important to be thoughtful, to be considerate, to gather all information," 

said Fallin, who voted against President Obama's health care plan while she was in 

Congress. "There are a lot of implications of the bill itself: the tax increases that are in the 

bill, the expansion of Medicaid - whether Oklahoma expands or does not expand, we're 

given that option now." 

Even though Fallin referred to the health care act as a "bill" in her comment, it is federal 

law. 

Fallin said other segments of the state's core budget could suffer - such as education, 

transportation and corrections - if Oklahoma is forced to fund pottions of the law. 

Earlier during the luncheon, sponsored by the Tulsa Metro Chamber, Fallin emphasized 

her accomplishments since being elected governor in 2010 - the first female to hold the 

position in the state history. 

She said she has strived to make Oklahoma more business-friendly, invested in education 

and kept taxes low. She also said Oklahoma has benefitted from a low unemployment rate 

of 4. 7 percent and added that all of Oklahoma's 77 counties had seen unemployment rates 

go down. 

When Fallin first took office, the state was facing a $soo million budget shortfall, and the 

state's Rainy Day account had been depleted to $2.03, but it has now ballooned to around 

$600 million, she said. 
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Fallin won't decide on expanding Medicaid until after election 

BY WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer 
Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

Gov. Mary Fallin said she doesn't anticipate making a decision on whether the state should accept expanded 
Medicaid funding from the Affordable Care Act before November's general election. 

"We have some pretty tough decisions that we have to make ... about where we're going to go," Fallin told 
the Tulsa Metro Chamber on Tuesday. 

After her speech, Fallin told the press that the law - "Obamacare" to its opponents - is unaffordable and 
unworkable for the state and federal governments. 

But, she said, she needs more information before deciding on the Medicaid expansion element of the 
proposal, which a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision made essentially optional for states. 

"There's still a lot of unanswered questions," Fallin said. "We think it's important to be thoughtful." 

Under the law, states can expand their Medicaid programs to cover families up to 133 percent of the federal 
poverty rate. 

Some Republican governors were quick to reject the Medicaid money, and some GOP legislators have called 
on Fallin to do the same, but she said Tuesday that she is taking a cautious approach to the decision. 

She said she is drawing in all the stakeholders - hospitals, doctors, insurance companies and consumers -
for advice on how to proceed. 

Fallin said she hopes that Mitt Romney is elected president in November and Republicans take complete 
control of Congress, a combination that could spell an end to the Affordable Care Act. 

Read more in Wednesday's Tulsa World. 

Associated Images: 
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Gov. Mary Fallin addresses the Tulsa Chamber at the Tulsa Convention Center on Tuesday. MATT BARNARD/Tulsa 
World 
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Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin weighing state's health care 
response 
I Published: July 24, 2012 "I 13 

TULSA (AP) - Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says she is waiting until the November 
elections - and hoping for a change in the White House and Congress - before 
deciding how her state will budget for President Barack Obama's historic health care 
overhaul. 

She said Tuesday there are about 35 states that have not implemented the "full force" of 
the federal health care law, which was upheld last month by the U.S. Supreme Court 
with a 5-4 decision. 

Fallin spoke briefly to reporters after delivering her State of the State address at a 
luncheon sponsored by the Tulsa Metro Chamber. 

Fallin has said she is working with her legal team and state agencies to determine what 
the implications of the health care bill are for Oklahoma. 
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Budget office: Obama's health law reduces deficit D~ i~'\! 
by Associated Press 

Published: July 24th, 2012 

Congressional Budget Office Director Douglas 
Elmendorf testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP 

file photo) 

WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama's 
health care overhaul will reduce rather 
than increase the nation's huge federal 
deficits over the next decade, Congress' 
nonpartisan budget scorekeepers said 
Tuesday, supporting Obama's contention in 
a major election-year dispute with 
Republicans. 

Republicans have insisted that 
"Obamacare" will actually raise deficits -
by "trillions," according to presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney. But that's not so, 
the Congressional Budget Office said. 

The CBO gave no updated estimate for 
deficit reductions from the law, approved 
by Congress and signed by Obama in 

2010. But it did estimate that Republican legislation to repeal the overhaul - passed recently by 
the House - would itself increase the deficit by $109 billion from 2013 to 2022. 

"Repealing the (health care law) will lead to an increase in budget deficits over the coming 
decade, though a smaller one than previously reported," budget office director Douglas 
Elmendorf said in a letter to House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio. 

Tuesday's budget projections were the first since the Supreme Court upheld most of the law last 
month. The CBO said the law's mix of spending cuts and tax increases would more than offset 
new spending to cover uninsured people. 

As expected, the budget office said the law will cover fewer uninsured people because the 
Supreme Court ruled that states won't have to sign on to a planned expansion of Medicaid for 
their low-income residents. 

Thirty million uninsured people will be covered by 2022, or about 3 million fewer than projected 
this spring before the court ruling, the report said. 

As a result, taxpayers will save about $84 billion from 2012 to 2022. That brings the total cost of 
expanding coverage down to $1.2 trillion, from about $1.3 trillion in the previous estimate. 

Democrats immediately hailed the findings as vindication for the president. "This confirms what 
we've been saying all along: the Affordable Care Act saves lots of money," said Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. 

Republicans said they remain unswervingly committed to repealing what they dismiss as 
"Obamacare." When combined with other budget-cutting measures, GOP leaders say that repeal 
will ultimately reduce deficits. Mitt Romney says if elected he will begin to dismantle the law his 
first day in office. 

Medicaid has been one big question hanging over the future of Obama's law since the Supreme 
Court ruled. 

Some GOP-led states, such as Texas and Florida, say they will not go forward with the 
expansion. others are uncommitted, awaiting the voters' verdict on Obama in November. 
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Although the federal government would bear all of the initial cost of that expansion, many states 
would have to open their Medicaid programs to low-income childless adults for the first time. 

CBO analysts did not try to predict which specific states would jump in and which would turn 
down the Medicaid expansion. Instead, they assumed that many states would eventually cut 
deals with the federal government to expand their programs to some degree. 

As a result, the budget office estimates that more than BO percent of the low-income uninsured 
people eligible under the law live in states that partially or fully expand their programs. 
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Oklahoma's GOP lawmakers abandon plan for state health insurance exchange
Tulsa World

"Republicans in the state Senate will do everything in our power to block Obamacare in

Oklahoma," said Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman. "When President Obama rammed

through a trillion-dollar unconstitutional assault on the health-care freedom of ...
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News 4 new results for Scott Pruitt Attorney General

 

AG Pruitt to testify on EPA
Tulsa Today

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt will testify this morning before a Congressional

committee to discuss recent actions by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, including

questionable practices surrounding regional haze lawsuits in multiple states.

See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Attorney General Pruitt: SCOTUS Decision 'Disturbing'
NewsMax.com

We must continue to oppose this act and multiple overreaching regulations proposed by the

Obama Administration that cross the line of federal power,” Oklahoma Attorney General Scott
Pruitt said in a statement. General Pruitt attended today's court ...
See all stories on this topic »

Republican Attorneys General Call For Repeal Through Political Process
TPM

The chairman of the Republican Attorneys General Association, Scott Pruitt (R-OK), called for

the “battle” against “Obamacare” to forge ahead in Congress. Several Republican attorneys
general were plaintiffs in the case. Here's the statement: “We ...
See all stories on this topic »

Former resident charged with health care fraud
Purcell Register

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt said Ms. Lockwood was arrested for allegedly submitting

claims for dental services she did not provide. Lockwood, a licensed dentist practicing with Ocean

Dental, was charged with one count of health care fraud.

See all stories on this topic »

Web 2 new results for Scott Pruitt Attorney General

 

Attorney General Pruitt to Testify before Congress on EPA Abuses
(Oklahoma City) – Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt will testify Thursday morning before a

Congressional committee to discuss recent actions by the U.S. ...
www.okgop.com/attorney-general-pruitt-to-testify-before-con...

Mandate Madness - Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
Witnesses. The Honorable E. Scott Pruitt (testimony). Attorney General for the State of

Oklahoma. Mr. Roger Martella (testimony). Partner. Sidley Austin LLP ...
oversight.house.gov/.../mandate-madness-when-sue-and-settle-...
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News 1 new result for Scott Pruitt Attorney General

 

Obamacare Exchanges
The Weekly Standard (blog)

These were the exchanges on Obamacare: Scott Pruitt, attorney general of Oklahoma: “Mr.

Speaker, you speak passionately about first principles and small government — smaller

government, yet you supported individual mandates for health insurance… ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 2 new results for Scott Pruitt Attorney General

 

Execution date requested for Okla. death row inmate
Mcalester News Capital

By Rachel Petersen Staff Writer McALESTER — On Tuesday, Oklahoma Attorney General E.

Scott Pruitt requested that an execution date be set for Oklahoma State Penitentiary death row

inmate Michael Bascum Selsor, 57, after the US Supreme Court denied the ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma urged to form its own health insurance exchange [The Oklahoman ...
Insurance News Net (press release)

It also recommended Attorney General Scott Pruitt continue to seek to overturn the national

health care law. The recommended Oklahoma exchange would be housed in the Insure Oklahoma

program, which would be spun off from the Oklahoma Health Care ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Attorney General issues tax scam warning
Daily Ardmoreite

By Anonymous Attorney General Scott Pruitt warns citizens about fraudulent tax refund schemes

in which con artists are attempting to rip-off senior citizens and families. The con artist promises a

substantial refund or nonexistent stimulus payment from ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma legislative leaders pull bill that would set up health insurance exchange
NewsOK.com

A favorable ruling also could result in state Attorney General Scott Pruitt pursuing his lawsuit,

which has been placed on hold until the other lawsuit is decided. Pruitt's lawsuit seeks to have

parts of the health care law ruled unconstitutional to ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 3 new results for Scott Pruitt Attorney General

 

Pruitt, Sullivan get look at interaction in high court
Tulsa World

Attorney General Scott Pruitt (left) and Rep. John Sullivan: Both are hopeful the federal health-

care law will be struck down by the Supreme Court. The state attorney general believes he saw

skepticism from a key justice. By WAYNE GREENE World Senior ...
See all stories on this topic »

Inhofe, Pruitt Speak Out Against Obamacare
Insurance News Net (press release)

the state's senior US Senator, today joined Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt for a joint

press conference on Capitol Hill to speak out against Obamacare. The press conference

immediately followed the conclusion of the US Supreme Court's third day ...
See all stories on this topic »

Okla. court strikes down ultrasound abortion law
The Associated Press

He said the group hopes Attorney General Scott Pruitt will appeal the ruling. Pruitt

spokeswoman Diane Clay said his office had no comment on the ruling Wednesday. Virginia

recently passed a similar law that takes effect in July.
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News 3 new results for Scott Pruitt Attorney General

 

INHOFE PRUITT SPEAK OUT AGAINST OBAMACARE
PoliticalNews.me (press release)

After attending the US Supreme Court arguments on Obamacare this week, Oklahoma Attorney
General Scott Pruitt participated in a GOP press conference with US Sen. Jim Inhofe. Pruitt

highlighted his concerns with Obamacare, particularly the individual ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma will appeal decision striking down Ultrasound Law
National Right to Life News

By Dave Andrusko Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has announced that he will appeal

Oklahoma County District Judge Bryan Dixon's summary judgment striking down Oklahoma's

trailblazing 2010 ultrasound law. “We have an obligation to protect our ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Atty General to Appeal Ultrasound-Abortion Ruling
LifeNews.com

Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt plans to appeal the decision, according to

a statement he issued Friday. Responding to the decision by Oklahoma County

District Judge Bryan Dixon in a summary judgment decision declaring the law

unconstitutional, ...
See all stories on this topic »

LifeNews.com
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Mary Fallin | A Conservative Constitutional Perspective
Tag Archives: Mary Fallin ... Posted in Uncategorized | Tagged Brian Bingman, George Faught,

Kris Steele, Mary Fallin, Matt Pinnell, obamacare, Oklahoma, ...
bobrussell.patriotactionnetwork.com/tag/mary-fallin/
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Blogs 9 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Gov Fallin instructed Daughter to give up lobbyist job : News ...
By Meredith Keller

Oklahomas's new Republican Gov. Mary Fallin says her daughter Christina will no longer work as

a lobbyist at the state Capitol.

Connect Amarillo - News from KVII - http://www.connectamarillo.com/news/

Governor Fallin's Inaugural Food Drive a Success -- Oklahomans ...
By Sharon

OKLAHOMA CITY - The statewide “Feeding Oklahoma” food drive organized by the inaugural

committee of Governor Mary Fallin raised more than 20000 pounds of food and $100000, the

governor announced today. ...
Voices from the Heartland - http://voicesfromtheheartland.blogspot.com/

Photo Edits: Peach Pickers, Dirt Drifters and Christian Kane ...
By Christie King

Christian Kane returned to his home state of Oklahoma on January 10 to perform at the Inaugural

Ball for the first female Governor of Oklahoma, Mary Fallin, held at The National Cowboy &

Western Heritage Museum. ...
MusicRow - http://www.musicrow.com/

Choice Remarks: Amid 'education funding fatigue,' let's try school ...
By Brandon Dutcher

Mary Fallin and state schools Superintendent Janet Barresi will act boldly. Posted by Brandon

Dutcher at 2:45 PM. Labels: Bottomless Pit, Janet Barresi, Mary Fallin, Vouchers ...
Choice Remarks - http://okschoolchoice.blogspot.com/

Latest Christian Singers News | Christian Singers
By admin

governor-elect Mary Fallin attends prayer service on the eve of the inauguration Mary Fallin will

be sworn in as the next governor of Oklahoma on Monday, but on Sunday attended an inaugural

prayer service. ...
Christian Singers - http://christian.droid3demo.com/

A Little More Positivity… | Stephlpham's Blog
By stephlpham

What if someone told Mary Fallin, “Hey, you're never going to be govenor… you're a woman.”

That's not only discriminatory, but it's also very rude. She did it, she got elected, and it's possible

that just like ...
Stephlpham's Blog - http://stephlpham.wordpress.com/

Half of All States Now Suing to Stop Obamacare
By TheFoundry

Mary Fallin of Oklahoma has announced that the Sooner State will pursue its own case against

the law, while Govs. John Kasich (R) and Scott Walker (R) (of Ohio and Wisconsin respectively)

will add their states to ...
Perspectives - http://jacecar.com/
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Warrensburg, Missouri - "The Show-Me State": Fun Stories about ...
By Bruce Uhler

Famous residents include Dale Carnegie, Kimberly Wyatt, Carrie Nation, Bruce " Butch" Reed,

Sidney "Charlie Chan" Toler, Karolyn "Zuzu" Grimes, Grant Curtis, Dr.Bruce Achauer, Mary Fallin,

James C. Kirkpatrick, ...
Warrensburg, Missouri - "The... - http://1973whsreunion.blogspot.com/

She's so thrifty! | Crawdads in my Sink
By heatherok

He was actually very nice other than the fact he wanted to talk about Mary Fallin, Sarah Palin and

Hillary Clinton and I, unfortunately, did not. I did buy four books there. The next day, I went to the

other place on 23rd and Portland ...
Crawdads in my Sink - http://crawdadsinmysink.wordpress.com/
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News 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin responds to questions about inaugural speech
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin on Tuesday responded to a website that accused her of lifting a portion of her

inauguration day speech from a recent KOSU radio story. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Gov. Fallin honors military in first official act
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin delivers her inaugural address following the swearing-in at the state Capitol in

Oklahoma City on Monday. STEPHEN PINGRY / Tulsa World By ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahomans brave cold to witness history
Shawnee News Star

Mary Fallin, and the swearing in of several others, arrived more than two hours before the

ceremony to assure they would have seating. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Half of All States Now Suing to Stop Obamacare
Opposing Views

Mary Fallin of Oklahoma has announced that the Sooner State will pursue its own

case against the law, while Govs. John Kasich (R) and Scott Walker (R) (of ...
See all stories on this topic »

Opposing Views
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News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma to Join 'Obamacare' Battle With Lawsuit
Fox News (blog)

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin is making a major health care announcement tonight, right here,

right now. And it's pretty safe to assume that President Obama ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Blogs 6 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Governor Fallin Announces Oklahoma Will File Lawsuit Against ...
By Keith Savage

Governor Fallin Announces Oklahoma Will File Lawsuit... OKLAHOMA CITY -- Governor Mary
Fallin announced on cable news Thursday night that Oklahoma will file a lawsuit against the new

healthcare law. Instead of joining some two dozen ...
DAILYSPORTS NEWS TRENDS - http://www.daily-news-trends.com/

Oklahoma to Join 'Obamacare' Battle With Lawsuit | Conservative ...
By Rob

Watch the latest video at FoxNews.com GRETA VAN SUSTEREN, FOX NEWS HOST: This is a

FOX News Alert. Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin is making a major.

Conservative American News - http://conservativeamericannews.com/

Governor Fallin Announces Oklahoma Will File Lawsuit Against ...
By Newson6.com

OKLAHOMA CITY -- Governor Mary Fallin announced on cable news Thursday night that

Oklahoma will file a lawsuit against the new healthcare law. Instead of joining some two dozen

states in their lawsuit, Oklahoma will sue on the grounds ...
PoliticsNewsfeed.com - http://politicsnewsfeed.com/

Oklahoma adding another Obamacare lawsuit : USACTION NEWS
By Editor

Oklahoma adding another Obamacare lawsuit. Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says her state will file

its own lawsuit against Obama's health care reform law. If you can see this, then you might need a

Flash Player upgrade or you need to install ...
USACTION NEWS - http://usactionnews.com/

A Royal stroke of genius
By fsan84

... Marketwire December, MARS, Martha Graham, Martha Stewart, Martin God, Martin Jetpack,

Martin Scorsese, Marty Party, Marvel Comics, Mary Fallin, Massachusetts Tallessyn Grenfell Lee,

Matrix Buttons, Matt Cardle, Matty Owen Wilson ...
Natural Genius - http://naturalgenius.net/

derekmcsorley: Usher - DJ Got Us Fallin' In Love
By derekmcsorley

Friday, January 21, 2011. Usher - DJ Got Us Fallin' In Love. DJ Got Us Fallin' In Love. Artist:

Usher; Label: LaFace. Vinessa Shaw Virginie Ledoyen Vitamin C Vogue Whitney Able. Posted by

derekmcsorley at 12:40 AM · Email This BlogThis! ...
derekmcsorley - http://derekmcsorley.blogspot.com/
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Blogs 12 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin 'On the Record' « Gretawire
By Greta Van Susteren

Watch the health care news we broke on last night's ON THE RECORD at 10 and sound off

below:

Gretawire - http://gretawire.blogs.foxnews.com/

GOP Ladies In Statehouses Shine | RedState
By pilgrim (Profile)

mary fallin. Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin. OKLAHOMA CITY — Governor Mary Fallin
announced that Oklahoma will file a lawsuit against the new healthcare law. Instead of joining

some two dozen states in their lawsuit, Oklahoma will sue on ...
RedState - http://www.redstate.com/tags/

Okla. AG challenges federal health care overhaul | The Associated ...
By The Associated Press

Mary Fallin praised the attorney general's action and said the health care plan would cost the state

hundreds of millions of dollars while the state struggles with a severe budget crisis. "I am proud

that Oklahoma can now be counted ...
Examiner RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/all/rss.xml

Breitbart.tv » Now Oklahoma Challenges ObamaCare in Federal Court
By Larry O'Connor

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin reveals that the Health Care Reform law of 2010 is in direct

violation of her state's constitution. With Oklahoma, Virginia and the 25 states joining Florida, there

are now 28 states challenging the ...
Breitbart.tv - http://www.breitbart.tv/

Oklahoma Gov. explains why the state will go it alone ...
By admin

Oklahoma Gov. explains why the state will go it alone. New Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin
explains why her state is flying solo in suing the government over ObamaCare, and what they are

basing their position on: ...
21STATELAWSUIT.COM - http://21statelawsuit.com/

291 Electoral College votes oppose Obamacare | Daringminds.com
By Editor

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin is making a major health care announcement tonight , right here,

right now. And it's pretty safe to assume that President Obama will not particularly like [...] ...
Daringminds.com - http://daringminds.com/

Oklahoma To Challenge Health Care Law | Michigan Not Mexico
Oklahoma To Challenge Health Care Law. Written by Health Care Jan 21, 2011. Governor Mary
Fallin said Oklahoma will join other states in the battle against “Obamacare.” ...
Michigan Not Mexico - http://michigannotmexico.com/

The Musings of a Muskogee Politico: AG Pruitt Files Federal ...
By Jamison Faught
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“By voting to pass State Question 756 by an overwhelming margin, the people of Oklahoma made

it clear that a federally enforced mandate to purchase health insurance is both undesirable and

unconstitutional,” Gov. Mary Fallin said. ...
The Musings of a Muskogee Politico - http://www.muskogeepolitico.com/

Oklahoma to File Suit
By GoJo Staff

Speaking on Fox News, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin(R) has announced her state will be filing

a lawsuit against the new federal healthcare law. The move comes in response to a November

referendum on a state constitutional amendment that ...
Governors Journal - http://governorsjournal.com/

Baking brigade feeds military's sweet tooth | Dogs
By admin

husband ready for the role of Governor Mary Fallin made history on Monday when he was sworn

in as the first female governor of the state, but so did her husband, who became the original “first

gentleman.” Read more on Tulsa World ...
Dogs - http://inversion-inteligente.com/

Mary I - Got Me Fallin audio file
Got Me Fallin by Mary I on Musicians Page. Listen to audio files on this page.

Musicians Page - All News RSS - http://www.musicianspage.com/?q=Save+Us+From+Berlusconi

abeteterington: ET's Mary Hart Passes the Baton to Nancy O'Dell
By abeteterington

ET's Mary Hart Passes the Baton to Nancy O'Dell · Monica Becomes a Basketball Wife · Anthony

La Paglia to Adapt Arthur Miller's 'A View... Jennifer Garner And Ben Affleck Spend One-On-One

T... Usher - DJ Got Us Fallin' In Love ...
abeteterington - http://abeteterington.blogspot.com/
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OKLAHOMA – CHALLENGE TO OBAMACARE at Desert Conservative
By Lee S. Gliddon, Jr.

Oklahoma Challenging 'Obamacare'. Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says her state will file its own

lawsuit against Obama's health care reform law http://video.foxnews .com/v/4504... Video link:

Oklahoma Challenging 'Obamacare' ...
Desert Conservative - http://www.desertconservative.com/

Oklahoma Challenging 'Obamacare' |
By admin

Oklahoma Challenging 'Obamacare' Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says her state will file its own

lawsuit against Obama's health care reform.

- http://peopleforfreedom.com/

Oklahoma Attorney General Challenges Federal Healthcare Overhaul ...
Mary Fallin and Attorney General Pruitt to protect Oklahomans from this absurd overreach by the

federal government," said Jason Sutton, J.D., health policy analyst in OCPA's Center for Health

Freedom. "Not only does the individual ...
NEWS 9 - News - http://www.news9.com/Global/category.asp?C=112032

Activist Post: U.S. Military "Holy Crusade" Uncovered?
By Activist

Mary Fallin says her state will file its own lawsuit against Obama's health care reform law From:

FoxNewsCha... Injustice Everywhere. Here are the 21 reports of police misconduct tracked in our

National Police Misconduct News Feed for ...
Activist Post - http://www.activistpost.com/

Round Up Pizza in Del City
By SoonerQueen

Default Re: Round Up Pizza in Del City. I used to eat there a lot long time ago. Limited pizza

selection and very greasy. Now, maybe some improvement? Mary Fallin is Governor. Oklahoma is

Moving Forward. ...
OKCTalk - http://www.okctalk.com/

Oklahoma Now Included in Health Care Lawsuit | Abort America
By admin

Friday, Governor Mary Fallin appeared on FOX News. She said the health care law violates the

state's constitution. In November, 65 percent of Oklahomans said they didn't support the individual

mandate on health insurance. ...
Abort America - http://www.abortamerica.com/

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.

Remove this alert.

Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

23969

mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.desertconservative.com/2011/01/22/oklahoma-challenge-to-obamacare/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAAOABAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNFjQMftsdNWLofGLgrHcaYoCSdBMQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.desertconservative.com/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoBzAAOABAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNEdT3cjY-Ak1HrDr0L1zx0MwLTb-w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://peopleforfreedom.com/123991/oklahoma-challenging-%25E2%2580%2598obamacare%25E2%2580%2599/%3Futm_source%3Drss%26utm_medium%3Drss%26utm_campaign%3Doklahoma-challenging-%2525e2%252580%252598obamacare%2525e2%252580%252599&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATABOAFAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNE5kgXNk7FUsBzP-L89nSyrhEtdiA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://peopleforfreedom.com/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoBzABOAFAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNF-iwNz4YpRZ9_Mc8GrWx1fnxC2aQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp%3FS%3D13888243&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATACOAJAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNHPULLMIa1s8SyqXBnADYB_IZqz7w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.news9.com/Global/story.asp%3FS%3D13888243&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATACOAJAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNHPULLMIa1s8SyqXBnADYB_IZqz7w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.news9.com/Global/category.asp%3FC%3D112032&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoBzACOAJAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNHailRbIebLedYhORyCprZdASAJGQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.activistpost.com/2011/01/us-military-holy-crusade-uncovered.html&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATADOANAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNHLf3qfDFpbuNKSdkO9TXS2wTrhXg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.activistpost.com/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoBzADOANAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNGcvE0YQQWCl6dYhEwJ952zF9Fftw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.okctalk.com/showthread.php%3Ft%3D24425&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAEOARAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNFdxWKJW1gp4kSH4UQfJ3BD2AlPWw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.okctalk.com/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoBzAEOARAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNFzeIxmXTWgUnPPzJ3Y4xOYiCBnoA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.abortamerica.com/2011/01/22/oklahoma-now-included-in-health-care-lawsuit/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAFOAVAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNGlzsGB6I-hYoqXpb1K7B5Xxl2how
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.abortamerica.com/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoBzAFOAVAg43v6QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&usg=AFQjCNF4yoUK-dzONM0leelpDLRQ4VSlew
http://www.google.com/alerts/remove?s=AB2Xq4gm95Ri8fGW2qzkFlKlAZXRCycnNAx_uGI&hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&cad=CAcQARgBQION7-kESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&cad=CAcQARgBQION7-kESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/manage?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=ZDglDp-vBHg&cad=CAcQARgBQION7-kESAE


From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Sunday, January 23, 2011 11:58:24 PM

News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Okla. Efforts Against ObamaCare
The New American

Oklahoma's Republican Governor Mary Fallin appeared on Fox News on January 20 to announce

that the state is filing a lawsuit against ObamaCare. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin names OSU official secretary of ...
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Gov. Mary Fallin has appointed an Oklahoma State University official

and former lawmaker as the state's new secretary of environment.

newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin...osu.../3532408

sworns to "Offend" the Constitution - Mary Fallin - YouTube
President Obama: Memorial in Arizona Sarah Palin Facebook scrubbing in realtime Bill Maher:

Go2 Rhetoric for Right Wing Is "Wouldn't It Be Fun To Kill Th...

www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOLU4Fuu6n0&amp;feature...

Congress.org - Letter to Governor Mary Fallin (R-Oklahoma): Firearms
All messages are published with permission of the sender. The general topic of this message is

Budget: Subject: Firearms To: Governor Mary Fallin ...
www.congress.org/congressorg/bio/userletter/?letter_id...

Oklahoma Challenging 'Obamacare'
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says her state will file its own lawsuit against Obama's health care

reform law.

news.yahoo.com/.../oklahoma-challenging-obamacare-239179...

Twitter / TheOklahoman: Will the Mary Fallin inaug ...
Will the Mary Fallin inauguration today be the coldest inauguration day in Oklahoma history?

http://okne.ws/gaPjyd #OKIce #OKWX.

twitter.com/TheOklahoman/statuses/24456175135236096

OK REPUBLICAN Governor Mary Fallin Announces Oklahoma Will File ...
OK REPUBLICAN Governor Mary Fallin Announces Oklahoma Will File Lawsuit Against

Healthcare Law http://sodahead.com/poll/1463505/

tweetmeme.com/.../ok-republican-governor-mary-fallin-annou...

The one where an old veteran tells the world he's met Mary Fallin ...
As you probably know by now, last Tuesday we published a post about the possibility that Mary
Fallin swiped information from a local KOSU report for her ...
www.thelostogle.com/2011/01/.../comment-page-1/

tcot #hcr #news Fox:OK Gov Mary Fallin announces OK joining ...
freedom fighter mom: #tcot #hcr #news Fox:OK Gov Mary Fallin announces OK joining lawsuit

against Fed Govt on #hcr law;feels unconstitutional 2011/01/21 ...
tweetbe.at/conservatives/trending/1mnyO-joining

In cold, Okla. governor to 'offend' Constitution - San Antonio ...
elect Mary Fallin waves to the crowd as she arrives for her inauguration at the state Capitol in

Oklahoma City, Monday, Jan. 10, 2011. Fallin took her oath ...
www.mysanantonio.com/.../In-cold-Okla-governor-to-offend-...

Preston Doerflinger - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Governor Mary Fallin Selects Preston Doerflinger as Director of the Office of State Finance, ...
Mary Fallin, Governor-elect of the State of Oklahoma ...
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preston_Doerflinger

PRIDE in Utah » Mary Fallin
Governor Mary Fallin. This entry was posted on Friday, January 14th, 2011 at 11 44 am and is

filed under . You can follow any responses to this entry ...
prideinutah.com/?attachment_id=8135

Statement from Governor Mary Fallin in Observance of Martin Luther ...
OK.gov: track this government news outlet at www.implu.com.

www.implu.com/government_news/595/219321
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Web 7 new results for Mary Fallin

 

2010 Extraordinary Woman: Gov.-elect Mary Fallin - Topix
When Mary Fallin won the governor's race in November with 60 percent of the vote , she became

the first female governor in Oklahoma 's history. ...
www.topix.net/forum/us/TTHSAIUFHNN9DOIVJ

mary fallin originalvalue mary fallin originalvalue News at ...
Find the latest mary fallin originalvalue mary fallin originalvalue News at allvoices, where anyone

can report from anywhere. Get mary fallin originalvalue ...
www.allvoices.com/.../mary-fallin-originalvalue-mary-fallin-o...

State officials denounce Board of Education's treatment of Barresi ...
Superintendent of Public Instruction Janet Barresi and Governor Mary Fallin each decried the

conduct of the board meeting, in which members refused to ...
www.capitolbeatok.com/_.../State_officials_denounce_Board_...

Greta/FoxNews: OK GOVERNOR FALLIN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCES SUIT ...
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin announced on Greta's show that Oklahoma will file a separate

suit against the federales over unconstitutional obamacare. ...
www.freerepublic.com/focus/chat/2660754/posts

Fallin's husband changes job to avoid conflicts » Headlines » The ...
Mary Fallin's husband has quit his job at a law firm that represents state entities to avoid conflicts

of interest. Wade Christensen said Friday that he had ...
normantranscript.com/.../Fallin-s-husband-changes-job-to-avoi...

Governor Fallin Selects Dave Lopez as... - Google News
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma — Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has selected Dave ...
Mary Fallin says she is exploring the idea of creating a special ...
deskbar.google.com/news/more?pz=1&amp;cf=all&amp;ned...

Fallin touts closing fund to lure business to Okla
Mary Fallin said Wednesday she wants to create a special fund that she could use to help close

deals to bring new businesses to Oklahoma.

features.rr.com/article/06wP4HV7G49kX?q=Oklahoma+City
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Web 5 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin touts 'closing fund' to lure businesses ...
Mary Fallin touts 'closing fund' to lure businesses to Oklahoma. News 5 days ago on NewsOK ·

Share. Subscribe to the Newsletter ...
fwix.com/.../oklahoma_gov_mary_fallin_touts_closing_fund_...

Governor Fallin selects Dave Lopez at Commerce
Governor Mary Fallin today (Wednesday, January 26) announced she has selected Dave Lopez to

serve as secretary of commerce. Lopez is a longtime civic and ...
www.capitolbeatok.com/_.../Governor_Fallin_selects_Dave_L...

Votes by Mary Fallin - U.S. Congress Votes Database - The ...
Explore members of the House and Senate and analyze every vote in Congress since 1991.

projects.washingtonpost.com/congress/members/.../page2/

Oklahoma Challenging 'Obamacare' - Patriot Action Network
Mary Fallin says her state will file its own lawsuit against Obama's health care reform law

http://video.foxnews.com/v/4504678/oklahoma-challen…

www.patriotactionnetwork.com/video/video/show?...

Ok.gov Rss, Atom, Rdf Feed
Description: Oklahoma City - Lieutenant Governor Mary Fallin today said she will push for

legislation that would protect the jobs of read more » ...
www.rssoogle.com/preview/ok-gov-rss-JrAdr/

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.
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Blogs 7 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Okla. Legislature set to convene, listen to Fallin | The ...
By The Associated Press

The Oklahoma Legislature is set to convene. The Legislature will convene formally at noon Monday

and Gov. Mary Fallin will deliver her first State of the State address at about 12:30 p.m. Fallin is

the state's first Republican governor ...
Examiner RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/all/rss.xml/wp-login.php

The McCarville Report Online: Fallin To Unveil Budget, Otherf ...
By Mike McCarville

Fallin To Unveil Budget, Otherf Proposals Today. Mary Fallin's historic journey as Oklahoma's first

female governor takes another step today as the former congresswoman delivers her inaugural

State of the State address. ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

In The Know: Feb 7, 2011 | OK Policy Blog
By Gene

Mary Fallin said Friday she will use cuts of at least 3 percent to all agencies and a “forward-

looking plan” of developing cost efficiencies in state government to deal with an anticipated budget

hole of $600 million for the upcoming ...
OK Policy Blog - http://okpolicy.org/blog/

Dutch, Reformed: OCPA Budget Reorders Priorities, Cuts Taxes
By Brandon Dutcher

Last week, Governor Mary Fallin told members of the Oklahoma Press Association to expect 3

percent cuts in protected state agencies like the Education Department, public safety, and health

and human services. Other agencies, she said, ...
Dutch, Reformed - http://brandondutcher.blogspot.com/

The Otter Limits: Top 3 Films: Chris Rock
By Otter Limits

Fallin To Unveil Budget, Other Proposals Today - Mary Fallin's historic journey as Oklahoma's first

female governor takes another step today as the former congresswoman delivers her inaugural

State of th... 3 hours ago. DEBATEitOUT.com ...
The Otter Limits - http://otterlimits.blogspot.com/

Green Country PSO Customers May See Estimated Meter Readings ...
Oklahoma Legislature Set To Convene Monday. The state Legislature will convene formally at

noon Monday and Gov. Mary Fallin will deliver her first State of the State address at about 12:30

p.m. More>> ...
NEWS ON 6 - Links Mentioned - http://www.newson6.com/global/category.asp?c=120897

GOP Govs Ask HHS for Changes to Healthcare Exchanges « Republican ...
By admin

Governor Mary Fallin. Governor Tom Corbett. Governor Nikki Haley. Governor Dennis Daugaard.

Governor Bill Haslam. Governor Rick Perry. Governor Gary R. Herbert. Governor Scott Walker.

blog comments powered by Disqus ...
Republican Governors Association - http://www.rga.org/homepage/
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Blogs 12 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Gov. Mary Fallin releases executive budget plan | The Associated ...
By The Associated Press

Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday proposed a combination of budget cuts, state agency consolidations

and government modernization programs to work around a $600 million budget hole and balance a

$6.4 billion operating budget for the fiscal ...
Examiner RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/all/rss.xml

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin Delivers State Of State Address ...
Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma is blessed with a low cost of living, abundant natural resources,

great family values and an incredible people who form an unbreakable community.

NEWS ON 6 - Sports Top Stories... - http://www.newson6.com/global/category.asp?c=121184

Gov. Mary Fallin delivers State of State address - NewsOn6.com ...
Mary Fallin delivers State of State address. Associated Press - February 7, 2011 3:45 PM ET.

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma needs to improve its schools to better

educate children. Fallin made the remarks during her ...
NEWS ON 6 - News - http://www.newson6.com/global/category.asp?c=112042

Rep. Jason Nelson: Press conference with Governor Mary Fallin ...
By Rep. Jason Nelson

Press conference with Governor Mary Fallin, Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman,

House Speaker Kris Steele. WHAT: GOP leaders to hold press conference outlining their agenda

for job growth and the creation of a more ...
Rep. Jason Nelson - http://jasonnelsonok.blogspot.com/

By Governor Mary Fallin Earlier this week, I - The McCarville ...
By Mike McCarville

By Governor Mary Fallin Earlier this week, I delivered my first State of the State address as the

2011 legislative session convened. I also delivered to the Legislature a responsible executive

budget that strikes a balance between ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Okla. Legislature Set To Convene, Listen To Fallin | One Stop News ...
By admin

Okla. Legislature Set To Convene, Listen To Fallin. OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The Oklahoma

Legislature is set to convene. The Legislature will convene formally at noon Monday and Gov.

Mary Fallin will deliver her first State of the State ...
One Stop News Stand - http://www.onestopnewsstand.com/tulsa/

Okla. Legislature Begins New Session Monday - Politics News Story ...
The Oklahoma Legislature is set to convene Monday at noon. Gov. Mary Fallin will deliver her first

State of the State address shortly after at 12:30 p.m..

4029TV.com - Local News - http://www.4029tv.com/news/

Oklahoma Legislature Convenes - News9.com - Oklahoma City, OK ...
The state House and Senate convened at noon Monday and prepared to listen to Gov . Mary
Fallin deliver her first State of the State address.
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NEWS 9 - News - http://www.news9.com/Global/category.asp?C=148006

Republican Governors Send Letter To HHS Secretary Kathleen ...
By admin

Governor Mary Fallin Oklahoma. Governor Tom Corbett Pennsylvania. Governor Nikki Haley South

Carolina. Governor Dennis Daugaard South Dakota. Governor Bill Haslam Tennessee. Governor

Rick Perry Texas. Governor Gary R. Herbert ...
Gov Monitor - http://www.thegovmonitor.com/

Governors ask for adjustments to state-run healthcare exchanges
By noreply@allvoices.com

Governor John R. Kasich Governor Mary Fallin. Ohio Oklahoma. Governor Tom Corbett Governor

Nikki Haley. Pennsylvania South Carolina. Governor Dennis Daugaard Governor Bill Haslam. South

Dakota Tennessee 4 ...
allvoices - Contributed news... - http://www.allvoices.com/France

2011 state of the state
By Robbie

02/07/11 12:22 , Categories: GovDocs, oklahoma , Tags: fallin, state if the state. Beginning just

minutes from now, Governor Mary Fallin will present her first State of the State address. Listen to

live coverage on 89.5 KWGS beginning ...
Blogging Documents - http://www.tulsalibrary.org/blogs/index.php/govdocs/

Which Super Bowl Ads Were Hits, Duds? - Entertainment News Story ...
Homepage > Entertainment · New KOCO DOT COM · Live Video: Watch 'State Of The State'

Address. At 12:45 P.M. -- Gov. Mary Fallin makes her first State of the State address Monday at

12:45 p.m. That video is live on KOCO.com. ...
KOCO.com - Most Popular Stories - http://www.koco.com/mostpopularstories/
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State Of The State. Mary Fallin Talks Business to the Legislature ...
Mary Fallin delivered her first State of the State address. Gov. Fallin says Oklahoma is blessed

with a low cost of living, abundant natural resources, great family values and an incredible people

who form an unbreakable community. ...
KRMG Local News - http://krmg.com/localnews/

Gov. Fallin Makes First State Of The State Address - News9.com ...
Mary Fallin outlined several ideas to streamline state government, including a consolidation of

technology services and the use of consolidated financial and administrative services that she said

would save the state about $146 million ...
NEWS 9 - News - http://www.news9.com/Global/category.asp?C=148006

PARSONS' OPINION ON POLITICS: Fallin Double Talk: Government ...
By James Parsons

Governor Mary Fallin, an out-spoken opponent of Obamacare, told the audience in the House

Chamber today, changes in healthcare “can and should come from the people of our state, not

Washington.” This is a prime example of Big Government ...
PARSONS' OPINION ON POLITICS - http://www.theonlinepoop.com/

Oklahoma governor Mary Fallin on budget cuts, illegal immigration ...
Oklahoma governor Mary Fallin on budget cuts, illegal immigration not discussed. Business

Opportunity · Lighting Control · Designer Furniture · Safety Gear · Florists New Zealand · Florists

New Zealand · Health Insurance ...
NZ Immigration - http://nzimmigration.biz/

Falls Church couple presses fight for "Brian's Rule" | David ...
By David Sherfinski

Mary Fallin releases executive budget plan · Cold War Kids aim high on new LP ' Mine is Yours' ·

Star power of Humphrey Bogart remains bright · 'Justified,' back for season two, worth watching ·

Myth and memory: The battle over Reagan's ...
Examiner Virginia RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/71/rss.xml

Smart for Life™ Weight Management Centers Files Notices of Appeal ...
By admin

There will be scholarships given out to various students in the honor of many individuals, including

Congresswoman Mary Fallin and Jim Stafford. Irma Russell, Professor of Law at the University of

Tulsa and the Director of NELPI will be ...
Nissan Red Reishi store in usa - http://markestglobal.com/data/con524311765a/
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Fallin's First State of the State | KOSU Radio
By Michael Cross

Governor Mary Fallin clad in red gets a standing ovation after an introduction by Lieutenant

Governor Todd Lamb acting as President of the joint session of the House and Senate. Fallin tells

the packed House chamber the State of the ...
KOSU Radio - http://www.kosu.org/

Health insurance exchanges should be controlled by states, say GOP ...
By MassDevice Staff

... David Heineman, Nebraska; Brian Sandoval, Nevada; Susana Martinez, New Mexico; John

Kasich, Ohio; Mary Fallin, Oklahoma; Tom Corbett, Pennsylvania; Nikki Haley, South Carolina;

Dennis Daugaard, South Dakota; Bill Haslam, Tennessee ...
MedCity News - http://www.medcitynews.com/

Oklahoma - Shopfloor | A Manufacturing Blog Featuring ...
By Carter Wood

Mary Fallin's first State of the State address was short and to the point, stating a general

philosophy of government and economic growth. The former Republican member of the U.S.

House made no mention of manufacturing, per se, ...
Shopfloor - http://www.shopfloor.org/

The McCarville Report Online: 'Hail of pessimism..fierce winds of ...
By Mike McCarville

(Governor Mary) Fallin's trip from Tecumseh to the Capitol is over. Now she must drive on against

the pelting hail of pessimism and the fierce winds of resistance to reform. ~ Editorial, The

Oklahoman Read the complete editorial at ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Commentary buzz – Garysworld USA – Feb 8th - GarysWorld USA
By admin

By Staff, The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City). The route from Tecumseh to Oklahoma City is the one

Mary Fallin took from her childhood home to the governor's mansion. Check a map: That route

goes through Shawnee. ...
GarysWorld USA - http://www.garysworldusa.com/
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Saturday, February 12, 2011 3:21:14 AM

Blogs 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

The McCarville Report Online: Fallin Joins Obamacare Legal Speed ...
By Mike McCarville

Governor Mary Fallin today announced she has joined 28 other Republican governors who sent a

letter to President Obama asking him to direct the Justice Department to expedite the appeals

process of the pending state lawsuits against the ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Carrie Underwood: Husband's Trade 'Exciting Opportunity' - NewsOn6 ...
Gov. Mary Fallin says she's joined 28 other Republican governors who sent a letter to President

Obama asking him to expedite the appeals process of the pending state lawsuits against the

federal health care bill. ...
NEWS ON 6 - Links Mentioned - http://www.newson6.com/global/category.asp?c=120897
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 12:23:22 AM

Blogs 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Blue Oklahoma:: Fallin, State Accept Millions of 'ObamaCare' Money
By DocHoc

Last April, in the throes of her gubernatorial campaign, Gov. Mary Fallin made her opposition to

the new health care reform law, the Affordable Care Act, a major part of her campaign. In a press

release, Fallin said then: ...
Blue Oklahoma - Front Page - http://www.blueoklahoma.org/
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 3:15:59 AM

Web 8 new results for Mary Fallin

 

mary fallin // Current
Discover, create, and post news about mary fallin on Current and influence what airs on TV.

current.com/tags/90024898_mary-fallin/

Mary Fallin headed to Washington - IRS Tax Return Tips and Tricks
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin headed to Washington Oklahoma's first female governor is attending

her first National Governors Association meeting. The freshman.

netclubusa.net/.../oklahoma-gov-mary-fallin-headed-to-washin...

Twitter / OkStateLibrary: Gov. Mary Fallin was induc ...
Mary Fallin was inducted into the Okla. Women's Hall of Fame in 2005. See other inductees on

the OOHRP website. http://bit.ly/hnqsW3.

twitter.com/OkStateLibrary/statuses/40859859263946752

Justaminute: Great, he's sitting next to my governor, Mary Fallin in
Justaminute: Great, he's sitting next to my governor, Mary Fallin in ... “Great, he's sitting next to

my governor, Mary Fallin in that pic. ...
www.huffingtonpost.com/.../rick-scott-scott-walker-most-isolat...

Fallin, State To Rely On 'ObamaCare' - Topix
Last April, in the throes of her gubernatorial campaign, Gov. Mary Fallin made her opposition to

the new health care reform law, the Affordable Care Act, ...
www.topix.com/us-house/.../fallin-state-to-rely-on-obamacare

Local, State - Topix
Other Recent Mary Fallin Discussions. This will search the titles of the threads in the Mary Fallin
forum. Search the Mary Fallin Forum: ...
www.topix.net/us-governors/mary-fallin/2011/02/local-state

Okla. gov criticizes federal road regulation needs - Boston.com
Mary Fallin and her transportation secretary told a panel of federal lawmakers Thursday. Fallin and

Secretary of Transportation Gary Ridley testified before ...
www.boston.com/.../okla_gov_criticizes_federal_road_regulat...

Fallin on health-care deadline: 'I'd like to opt out totally ...
Mary Fallin: "I'd like to opt out totally," she said of Obama's announcement about a new deadline

for the health-care law. ...
209.184.242.1/news/article.aspx?subjectid=12...16_A1...
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2011 11:00:03 AM

Blogs 5 new results for Mary Fallin

 

TCC accommodates homosexuality | Tulsa Beacon
By admin

Mary Fallin is talking about consolidating some state agencies. Cuts will be made and state

government must get smaller. This is no time to raise taxes (or fees). The Oklahoma Public

Employees Association and its 10000 members represent ...
Tulsa Beacon - http://www.tulsabeacon.com/

OK Republicans Implementing “Obama Care” « OK-SAFE, Inc. Blog
By oksafeinc

On Friday, Feburary 25, 2011 OK Governor Mary Fallin issued a press release announcing

”Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early Innovator Grant” to Support Oklahoma-Based Health

Insurance Exchange.” Noticably missing from the announcement is ...
OK-SAFE, Inc. Blog - http://oksafe.wordpress.com/

NewsOK: Open Carry Bill Moves out of Committee | Grassroots in ...
By scrosnoe

On Friday, Feburary 25, 2011 OK Governor Mary Fallin issued a press release announcing

”Oklahoma Will Accept $54 [Read More]. Whether You THINK About Health Insurance or NOT –

Judge Says Government Can Regulate That ...
Grassroots in Oklahoma - http://okgrassroots.com/

Haley Reinhart “Fallin'” American Idol Top 12 Girls (VIDEO ...
By Rita Pereira

Haley Reinhart performed a rendition of Alicia Keys' “Fallin'”, the song from her first audition in

Milwaukee, at the American Idol season 10 Top 12. ... Haley Reinhart “Fallin'” American Idol Top

12 Girls (VIDEO) ...
Bumpshack.com - http://bumpshack.com/

For Tulsa's good, Bartlett Jr needs to go - BatesLine
It's all coming to a head with Wednesday's news that Tulsa District 7 Councilor John Eagleton sent

a letter to Governor Mary Fallin asking her to request that Attorney General Scott Pruitt investigate

a list of charges against Bartlett ...
BatesLine - http://www.batesline.com/
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DVIDS - Tags - Mary Fallin - Page 1
Mary Fallin and legislators of the state of Oklahoma visiting Camp Gruber Joint Mobile Training

Center to witness pre-mobilization training conducted by the ...
www.dvidshub.net/tags/video/mary-fallin

Twitter / US Rep John Sullivan: Today, OK Gov Mary Fallin ...
Today, OK Gov Mary Fallin and I highlighted our concerns about the impact Obamacare will have

on states. http://ow.ly/45Ipt #OK1 #OKTCOT.

twitter.com/USRepSullivan/status/42639143381114880

ww 1Gruber 100p C.jpg - Topix
Mary Fallin on Thursday told National Guardsmen at Camp Gruber she and Oklahoma state

legislators with her held them in high esteem. ...
www.topix.com/us-house/mary.../ww-1gruber-100p-c-jpg
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Mary Fallin | Facebook
Welcome to the official Facebook Page about Mary Fallin. Join Facebook to start connecting with

Mary Fallin.

www.facebook.com/maryfallinforgovernor?sk=events

La Semana del Sur
This year Mary Fallin was sworn in as Oklahoma's first woman governor. How did she accomplish

this historic achievement, and what does the manner in which ...
lasemanadelsur.com/index.php?articleID=5074&amp;lng=eng

Oklah Gov. Fallin: We Want Out of Obamacare
Mary Fallin wants out of President Barack Obama's health care programs, even as he indicated

states could have more flexibility in implementing them, ...
www.newsmax.com/TheWire/MaryFallin.../2011/.../387906
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Governor to Reply to Mayor Ouster Letter on Friday
KRMG

By Richard Dowdell @ March 9, 2011 3:19 PM Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0) (Tulsa,

Ok)--Sometime Friday Governor Mary Fallin will reply to a request concerning a try to have Tulsa

Mayor Dewey Bartlett removed from office. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Ritze says Oklahoma should not take Obamacare monies
Tulsa Beacon

Mary Fallin joined other state leaders in announcing that the state of Oklahoma will accept a $54

million grant to help design and implement the information technology infrastructure to operate an

Oklahoma health insurance exchange. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Women's leadership program seeking applicants
The Collegian online

“The historic election of Oklahoma's first woman governor, Mary Fallin, is a progressive step but

we still have a long way to go for women to reach parity.” Women currently comprise 13 percent of

legislative offices in Oklahoma. Now in its tenth year, ...
See all stories on this topic »
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inlandia press | Tag Archive | Mary Fallin rule on Bartlett charges
Governor Mary Fallin opted out of Eagleton's request for intervention. Eagleton has accused

Bartlett of a handful of indiscretions, none of which ...
www.inlandiapress.com/?tag=mary-fallin-rule-on-bartlett...

Is Mary Fallin Tying Washington's Hands from Stopping Obamacare ...
Is Mary Fallin Tying Washington's Hands from Stopping Obamacare? Earlier this week US House

of Representative Michele Bachmann from Minnesota (R), ...
clibertyc.com/?p=51194

Obama's Cabinet - Yahoo! News Photos
Mary Fallin, Defense Secretary Robert Gates, and others, listen during a bi- partisan meeting of

governors hosted by President Barack Obama in the State ...
news.yahoo.com/.../urn_publicid_ap_org2a0b8dc1121841ffa...

FallinFAIL: BlueOK Takes Fallin to Task for being Dim Bulb
Mary Fallin made her opposition to the new health care reform law, the Affordable ... Tags: health,

health care, health care reform, mary fallin, obamacare, ...
fallinfail.blogspot.com/.../blueok-takes-fallin-to-task-for-being...

After blaze, Okla. residents salvage what they can
Mary Fallin and U.S. Rep. James Lankford, R-Okla. , toured the area on Saturday. ... Mary Fallin
tours neighborhood devastated by fire in Harrah Fallin has ...
1click.indiatimes.com/article/01wYg7x2i22Uc

Oklahoma board puts off decision on hiring chief medical examiner ...
Mary Fallin talks Thursday with the media after meeting with the board that oversees the medical

examiner's office. Steve Gooch - The Oklahoman.

article.wn.com/.../Oklahoma_board_puts_off_decision_on_hir...
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Blogs 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

The McCarville Report Online: Tulsa County GOP Criticizes Fallin
By Mike McCarville

The Tulsa County Republican Party has taken issue with Republian Governor Mary Fallin and the

GOP legislative leadership over a $54 million dollar federal grant tied to Obamacare. Oklahoma

was awarded one of seven Early Innovator grants ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Oklahoma ruler surveys wildfire damage
By admin

A time in imitation of wildfires swept across central Oklahoma, Gov. Mary Fallin on Saturday

surveyed the hurt inflicted on lone of the states hardest sensation.

Urban Emergencies - http://www.urbanemergencies.org/

Oklahoma head surveys wildfire damage
By admin

Mary Fallin on Saturday surveyed the destruction inflicted on single of the states hardest secure

communities.Our view and prayers are with all Oklahomans who.

Eurasian shopping journals - http://www.eurasianjournals.org/
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OK-SAFE – Meetings re: OK Implementing ObamaCare via Exchanges ...
By scrosnoe

It appears that the Henry/Fallin administrations, as well as the Oklahoma legislature, have been,

and currently are, engaged in implementing the provisions of ObamaCare, as evidenced by the

federal grant applications and legislation, ...
Grassroots in Oklahoma - http://okgrassroots.com/
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Oklahoma politics: Stormy session so far for House Republicans
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin. Backers of the measure helped Steele get enough Republicans in line so that the

measure passed the next day. Another Steele bill, a measure to create a health insurance

exchange panel as part of the federal health care plan, ...
See all stories on this topic »

Scenic Rivers Commission, Illinois River face uncertain futures
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin, in her proposed state budget, recommended that the commission's comparatively tiny

state appropriation be slashed by more than half, to $134391. (The Legislature previously, in 2008,

eliminated the $1 per person user fee that helped ...
See all stories on this topic »
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At the Capitol: Gov. Fallin asks lawmakers to create state health insurance ...
Broken Arrow Ledger

In a letter sent today to all Oklahoma state senators and representatives, Governor Mary Fallin
asked lawmakers to pass legislation (HB 2130) furthering the creation of an Oklahoma Health

Insurance Exchange. The letter (attached) explains that an ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Oklahoma Governor Proposes Alternative To Federal Health Care Law
News On 6

OKLAHOMA CITY -- Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin has announced a proposed alternative to

President Obama's health care law, also known as the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

(PPACA). Governor Fallin sent a letter to state lawmakers Tuesday ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin criticized for supporting "Obamacare" measure
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin is taking criticism -- from fellow Republicans -- because of her support for a proposal

that some say is the first step to implementing "Obamacare" in Oklahoma. Fallin, who campaigned

against federal health-care reform and voted against it ...
See all stories on this topic »

Lawmakers look for creative solutions
Pryor Daily Times

Mary Fallin. Please let me know if you have any questions or comments. You may reach me by

calling 1-800-522-8502; emailing chuck.hoskin@okhouse.gov; or writing Representative Chuck

Hoskin, State Capitol Building, 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd. Room 509, ...
See all stories on this topic »

A call for economic engagement
Edmond Sun

Mary Fallin to make sure it is not neglected during our administrations. A prosperous state is the

product of a thriving economy. In order to have a thriving economy, we must have current

businesses expanding and new jobs coming to Oklahoma. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Web 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Twitter / okem: Governor Mary Fallin decla ...
Governor Mary Fallin declares a State of Emergency due to wildfires http://1.usa .gov/gEvsrm

#okfire.

twitter.com/okem/status/46348883953074176

PARSONS' OPINION ON POLITICS: GOP Leadership: Be Quiet Grassroots ...
As word kept on spreading about Governor Mary Fallin accepting Obamacare money and ... Just

hours before the House debated HB2130, Governor Mary Fallin and ...
www.theonlinepoop.com/.../gop-leadership-be-quiet-grassroot...

Fallin criticized for supporting "Obamacare" measure | Oklahoma ...
Mary Fallin is holding critique — from associate Republicans — since of her support for a offer that

some contend is a initial step to implementing ...
oklahomanewspress.com/.../fallin-criticized-for-supporting-ob...

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.

Remove this alert.

Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

23995

mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://twitter.com/okem/status/46348883953074176&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATAAOABA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNF7EwdIddm9ZKPPPI8s3Is13Nw7cw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://twitter.com/okem/status/46348883953074176&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATAAOABA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNF7EwdIddm9ZKPPPI8s3Is13Nw7cw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://twitter.com/okem/status/46348883953074176&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATAAOABA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNF7EwdIddm9ZKPPPI8s3Is13Nw7cw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://twitter.com/okem/status/46348883953074176&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoBDAAOABA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNF7EwdIddm9ZKPPPI8s3Is13Nw7cw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.theonlinepoop.com/2011/03/gop-leadership-be-quiet-grassroots.html&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATABOAFA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEOJUymrkBaI8H3YMJl3sKIJS8HnQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.theonlinepoop.com/2011/03/gop-leadership-be-quiet-grassroots.html&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATABOAFA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEOJUymrkBaI8H3YMJl3sKIJS8HnQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.theonlinepoop.com/2011/03/gop-leadership-be-quiet-grassroots.html&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoBDABOAFA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEOJUymrkBaI8H3YMJl3sKIJS8HnQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://oklahomanewspress.com/2011/03/23/fallin-criticized-for-supporting-obamacare-measure/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATACOAJA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEoyNnzGxoK1Ea_6XxDBc50V5HVTQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://oklahomanewspress.com/2011/03/23/fallin-criticized-for-supporting-obamacare-measure/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATACOAJA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEoyNnzGxoK1Ea_6XxDBc50V5HVTQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://oklahomanewspress.com/2011/03/23/fallin-criticized-for-supporting-obamacare-measure/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoATACOAJA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEoyNnzGxoK1Ea_6XxDBc50V5HVTQ
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://oklahomanewspress.com/2011/03/23/fallin-criticized-for-supporting-obamacare-measure/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAEoBDACOAJA1KKs7ARIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&usg=AFQjCNEoyNnzGxoK1Ea_6XxDBc50V5HVTQ
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=136861&hl=en&source=alertsmail&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&cad=CAcQARgBQNSirOwESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/remove?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&s=AB2Xq4gm95Ri8fGW2qzkFlKlAZXRCycnNAx_uGI&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&cad=CAcQARgBQNSirOwESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&cad=CAcQARgBQNSirOwESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/manage?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=GVQbe8r_QKM&cad=CAcQARgBQNSirOwESAE


From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 12:47:30 PM

News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

GOP Governors Mark Anniversary of Obamacare
Main Street Business Journal

Mary Fallin (OK): “I was proud to be one of the 65% of Oklahomans who voted for and helped to

pass an amendment to the Oklahoma constitution designed to block the 'individual mandate'

contained within the federal health care law. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin on blocking Obamacare and - The Hugh ...
HH: I'm pleased to welcome now to the Hugh Hewitt Show Governor Mary Fallin of the great state

of Oklahoma. Hello, Governor, welcome. ...
www.hughhewitt.com/transcripts.aspx?id=43c641e8-9811...
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News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Legislative leaders predict deeper budget cuts than proposed by Fallin in ...
The Republic

Mary Fallin in her executive budget. Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman and House

Speaker Kris Steele both said Thursday they expect some agencies will see cuts of up to 7 percent

in the budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Graduates bring light to Blue Room graduation for Women in Recovery
Tulsa Today (blog)

We applaud the leadership of Speaker Kris Steele, Governor Mary Fallin and Lt. Governor Lamb

on this issue." Carnuccio and Speaker Steele joined Marc Levin of the Texas Public Policy

Foundation to unveil the “Right on Crime” initiative last week. ...
See all stories on this topic »

OVERNIGHT HEALTH: Reform week wrapping up
The Hill (blog)

Mary Fallin (R) is catching flak from Republican lawmakers for backing efforts to set up a health

insurance exchange, The Tulsa World reports. The government added 280000 young adults to

parents' federal employee healthcare plans this year as a result ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Protesters opposed to health care exchange demonstrate outside ...
By admin

Mary Fallin's decision to accept a $54 million federal grant to implement a state health insurance

exchange protested during her appearance in Tulsa. Demonstrators held signs and American flags

as Fallin addressed the Tulsa Health ...
Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/

what is wrong with McCain picking Sarah Palin? - Barack Obama Videos
By admin

Mary Bono – California. Ginny Brown-Waite – Florida. Shelley Moore Capito – West Virginia.

Barbara Cubin – Wyoming. Thelma Drake – Virginia. Jo Ann Emerson – Missouri. Mary Fallin –

Oklahoma. Virginia Foxx – North Carolina ...
Barack Obama Videos - http://www.barackobamavideos.net/

Legislative leaders predict deeper budget cuts | The Associated ...
By The Associated Press

Legislative leaders predicted Thursday that cuts to stage agency budgets likely will be deeper than

the mostly 3 to 5 percent cuts proposed by Gov. Mary Fallin in her executive budget.

Examiner News RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/18/rss.xml/wp-login.php
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From: Google Alerts
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Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:33:57 PM

News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Protesters opposed to health care exchange demonstrate outside Okla ...
The Republic

Mary Fallin's decision to accept a $54 million federal grant to implement a state health insurance

exchange protested during her appearance in Tulsa. Demonstrators held signs and American flags

as Fallin addressed the Tulsa Health Underwriters ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin's support for insurance exchange bill draws conservative fire
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin has demonstrated exceptional leadership in calling for passage of a measure that

would pave the way for creation of health insurance exchanges in the state - especially in the face

of certain harsh criticism from her own party. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Web 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Mary Fallin health-care exhcanges
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin facing scrutiny over her support of proposal Oklahoma House bill

2130 which would establish health care exchanges. ...
yourpoliticalnewsgroup.com/.../mary-fallin-health-care-exhca...

Governor Mary Fallin Appoints Clay Bennett to OU Board of Regents ...
Mary Fallin today announced she has appointed Clay Bennett to the Board of Regents for the

University of Oklahoma. Share. Post. Leave a Comment ...
www.topix.com/.../governor-mary-fallin-appoints-clay-bennet...

Tulsa Protesters Don't Want 'Fallincare' To Replace 'Obamacare ...
Governor Mary Fallin was greeted by protesters in Tulsa on Thursday. Many voted for Fallin but

don't feel like she's living up to her campaign promises when ...
www.news9.com/Global/story.asp?S=14316907

Tulsa Protesters Don't Want 'Fallincare' To Replace 'Obamacare ...
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin met with resistance from her usual support group: conservative

voters who say they don't want their healthcare choices ...
www.newson6.com/Global/story.asp?S=14316907...
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Saturday, March 26, 2011 6:19:40 PM

News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Tulsa Protesters Don't Want 'Fallincare' To Replace 'Obamacare'
News On 6

Many of the protesters voted for Fallin but don't agree with her accepting $54 million to finance a

online health insurance exchange. TULSA, Oklahoma -- Oklahoma's conservative governor took a

hit from her right flank. Governor Mary Fallin was greeted ...
See all stories on this topic »

Fallin urges alternatives to agency cuts
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin said Friday that she opposes steeper funding cuts for state agencies and suggested

that legislators come up with alternative ways to deal with the significant budget hole in the

upcoming fiscal year. "If they have a different way of being ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 1:05:33 AM

News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

In Oklahoma House, a river of rift flows over Obamacare
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin must prepare the state for an era of insurance exchanges wrought by Obamacare,

even as they continue to steadfastly oppose Obamacare. Both are politically vulnerable. Doak

campaigned against the Democratic incumbent commissioner by ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: Google Alerts
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Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 3:39:03 PM

News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin defends support for Okla insurance exchange
KSWO

Mary Fallin is defending her efforts to create a health insurance exchange for uninsured

Oklahomans that opponents say is a step toward implementing the federal health care overhaul

law in the state. Fallin said Monday that if the state does not ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011 8:10:24 PM

Web 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Daily Journal - Gov. Mary Fallin defends work to create advisory ...
Mary Fallin is defending her efforts to create a health insurance exchange for uninsured

Oklahomans that opponents say is a step toward implementing the ...
www.dailyjournal.net/view/.../OK--Fallin-Insurance-Exchange...

Fallin-Failing, begs lawmakers to pass Obamacare enabling bill ...
On Friday, Feburary 25, 2011 OK Governor Mary Fallin issued a press release announcing

”Oklahoma Will Accept $54 M “Early Innovator Grant” to Support ...
axiomamuse.wordpress.com/.../fallin-failing-begs-lawmakers-t...

Gov. Fallin & Kris Steele Not Evil, Just - Tulsa's Talk Radio 1170 ...
Mary Fallin must sound good to them, but they just do not make sense. I find it interesting that

their speeches and written communication sound like they ...
kfaq.typepad.com/.../gov-fallin-kris-steele-not-evil-just-wrong...
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Blogs 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

The McCarville Report Online: Fallin Applaluds Approval Of Ed ...
By Mike McCarville

Governor Mary Fallin applauded members of the Senate Education Committee today for their

approval of two bills related to education reform. HB 2139 defines the responsibilities of the State

Board of Education and the State ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Fallin defends support for insurance exchange | The Associated ...
By The Associated Press

Mary Fallin defended her efforts to create a health insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahoma

residents on Monday, explaining if the state does not have an exchange in place by 2013 the

federal government will step in and create its ...
Examiner Politics RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/17/rss.xml

Geraldine Ferraro and the Triumph of Feminism | Britannica Blog
By David Boaz

They have enthusiastically supported not just Sarah Palin but Michelle Bachmann, Nikki Haley,

Mary Fallin, and Sharron Angle for office. There were a few pockets of resistance along the way.

In 1984 the New York Times insisted on ...
Britannica Blog - http://www.britannica.com/blogs/

OSU Japanese Students Host Fundraiser For Quake Victims - News9 ...
A Senate committee has approved Gov. Mary Fallin's selection of former state Sen . Glenn Coffee

as Oklahoma's secretary of state. More>> · Powered by WorldNow. News 9 7401 N. Kelley Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73111. OKLAHOMA CITY'S OWN TM ...
NEWS 9 - News - http://www.news9.com/Global/category.asp?C=112032
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Web 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Senate committees approve Gov. Mary Fallin's nominees ...
Mary Fallin's nominees · Oklahoma Senate row OKs common negotiate repeal · Golden State

Warriors news for Tuesday's diversion during Oklahoma City Thunder ...
kansasnewspress.com/.../oklahoma-senate-committees-approve...

Gov. Mary Fallin defends work to create advisory board for ...
Mary Fallin defended her efforts to create a health insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahoma

residents on Monday, explaining if the state does not have an ...
www.greenfieldreporter.com/.../OK--Fallin-Insurance-Exchan...

Gov. Mary Fallin faces criticism over health care... - health ...
Gov. Mary Fallin faces criticism over health care reform measures - The State Column.

friendfeed.com/.../gov-mary-fallin-faces-criticism-over-health
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Gov. Mary Fallin defends work to create advisory board for Oklahoma health ...
CanadianBusiness.com

Mary Fallin defended her efforts to create a health insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahoma

residents on Monday, explaining if the state does not have an exchange in place by 2013 the

federal government will step in and create its own. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Fallin to appear at summits today
Norman Transcript

Mary Fallin expected to make appearances at both. The annual Sooner Centurion Economic

Summit begins at 9:30 am, featuring remarks from Fallin, the University of Oklahoma's Robert

Dauffenbach and newly appointed State Secretary of Commerce Dave Lopez. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Doerflinger appointment advances from committee
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin in January tapped him for the state posts. Doerflinger told the panel that he was very

excited to serve and he wants the Office of State Finance to be a user-friendly agency. Doerflinger

must be confirmed by the full Senate. ...
See all stories on this topic »

DHS versus the State of SORC
Pauls Valley Daily Democrat

Mary Fallin. She is also sending out her pleas for help and asks that people continue to contact

their government to make sure a real compromise is reached. In the end, even if it means a

smaller campus and reducing the number of people cared for, ...
See all stories on this topic »

Fallin Defends Support For Oklahoma Insurance Exchange
News On 6

AP OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) -- Governor Mary Fallin is defending her efforts to create a health

insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahomans that opponents say is a step toward implementing

the federal health care overhaul law in the state. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

State senators, representatives speak out on health care exchange
Broken Arrow Ledger

Mary Fallin's acceptance of $54.6 million in federal money to develop an online health insurance

exchange system. The federal money would set up an exchange system that would help residents

find health insurance policies. The House of Representatives ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Fallin clashes with conservatives on health exchange bill
Tulsa Beacon

Mary Fallin has come under fire for her support of the acceptance of $54 million in federal funds to

create an “Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange.” Fallin and other supporters say the exchanges

are a way to keep more control of federal controls at a ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Gilpin replaced on state Board of Education
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin has replaced a leader of a high-profile struggle between the state Board of Education

and new state schools Superintendent Janet Barresi. By Wayne Green - Tulsa World Leave a

comment Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin has replaced a leader of a ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin that would help create an online state health insurance exchange, Senate Pro Tem

Brian Bingman said today. House Bill 2130 would set up a board to oversee development of a

website for Oklahomans to shop for health insurance policies. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Senator Ivester says Democrats will back Fallin in limiting budget cuts
Tulsa Today (blog)

Mary Fallin in holding state budget cuts between three and five percent. Republican legislative

leaders have said agencies could face cuts of 7 percent when the 2012 fiscal year begins July 1.

Ivester contends cuts of that size would be devastating to ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Senate won't hear health insurance exchange bill
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin has supported the bill. BY JOHN ESTUS AND MICHAEL MCNUTT Leave a comment

Gov. Mary Fallin got a dose of legislative pushback Thursday when Senate Pro Tem Brian

Bingman put the brakes on a health insurance exchange bill she has been pushing. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Blogs 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Mary Fallin Acceptance Speech - Barack Obama Videos
By admin

Mary Fallin gives her acceptance speech after securing 2008 reelection. Video Rating: 4 / 5.

Barack Obama Videos - http://www.barackobamavideos.net/

Senate leader rejects health-care exchange bill – Tulsa World ...
By admin

Mary Fallin defends work to create advisory board for Oklahoma health ...

CanadianBusiness.comMary Fallin defended her efforts to create a health insurance exchange for

uninsured Oklahoma residents on Monday, explaining if the sta. ...
Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/

New Sex Offender Bill on Governor's Desk
Oklahoma Senate Bill 282 was sent to Governor Mary Fallin on Thursday. If approved, the bill

could change how local police keep track of sex offenders in their cities.

KXII - HomePage - Headlines - http://www.kxii.com/?q=http://www.evilaliv3.org%2F

Family Fears Cold Case Murder Suspect Will Be Paroled - NewsOn6 ...
Layman has written countless letters to the OSBI, state legislators and to Governor Mary Fallin,

pleading for help keeping Blackbear in prison. But, she said, she's preparing for the worst. "I

actually feel so much closer than I've ever ...
NEWS ON 6 - News - http://www.newson6.com/?

s=make+money+online&q=http://www.etoro.com/B503_A25509_TClick.aspx
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News 5 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Capitol briefs
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin to the state Board of Education. The appointment needs Senate confirmation. Since

1999, Lakin has been the chief executive officer of the Tulsa Community Foundation, the largest

community foundation in America. Before that, he served as ...
See all stories on this topic »

Senate leader rejects health-care exchange bill
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin to establish a health-care exchange for the state because of concerns that the

measure would tie Oklahoma to Obamacare, Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman said

Thursday. Senate Republicans are increasingly concerned that House Bill 2130 ...
See all stories on this topic »

Mideast advisory council has no Christian members
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin must renew the executive order in the next few weeks. She is reportedly undecided. If

the council is to continue, the governor should add six “ethnic” Christians or Jews (the council has

nine members, but is authorized up to 15) so she'd ...
See all stories on this topic »

ScissorTales: State has more parks than it can afford
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin isn't the only new Republican governor preparing for Obamacare even as they

adamantly oppose the federal health care “reform” package. Others include Kansas Gov. Sam

Brownback and Wisconsin's Scott Walker. These states have gotten $55 ...
See all stories on this topic »

Okla. House speaker praises heritage center
Enid News & Eagle

Mary Fallin on Thursday, would remove the process known as trial de novo, which allows a

teacher to automatically go to district court to challenge his or her firing. That process can cost a

school district $80000 to $100000, supporters of the ...
See all stories on this topic »
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THE POLICEPAY JOURNAL: "Kill A Commie For Christ" AKA The School Marm
By POLICEPAY.NET, LLC.

The bill, approved by a 30-16 vote, now goes to the state's new Republican Governor Mary Fallin,

who supports changes to Oklahoma's education system." Posted by POLICEPAY.NET, LLC. at

4/03/2011 09:11:00 PM · Email This BlogThis! ...
THE POLICEPAY JOURNAL - http://policepay.blogspot.com/

Best I Ever Had Ringtone | Drake ~ Best I Ever Had Ringtone ...
By admin

Mary Fallin by republicanconference. *** Click Here and Sign Up to Download This Ringtone For

Your Phone Now! ***. Best I Ever Had Ringtone by Drake is an awesome ringtone and is the

perfect choice for your cell phone. ...
Barack Obama Videos - http://www.barackobamavideos.net/

Health Insurance Reform Issues Student Health Insurance | air ...
By admin

Shortly thereafter, Governor Mary Fallin assimilated alternative state leaders in announcing which

Oklahoma will accept a accede to to assistance pattern as great as exercise a inform record

infrastructure to work an Oklahoma illness ...
air-purifier.romantis.net - http://air-purifier.romantis.net/

Peoples Press Collective | Colorado Politics | Healthcare ...
By Al Maurer

a lot like the Healthcare Exchange Program that Governor Mary Fallin was trying to push with HB

2130. OK Gov Mary Fallin. And Mary Fallin is a conservative Republican, the state's first female

governor and former Congresswoman–just ...
Peoples Press Collective - http://www.peoplespresscollective.org/
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Twitter / Dr. Schadenfreude: OK Gov Mary Fallin called ...
OK Gov Mary Fallin called ObamaCare "unconstitutional" & "the Law of the Land" while taking

Federal money to implement it. #tcot.

twitter.com/politicsoffear/statuses/54278292898988032

Robert Gates, Mary Fallin among speakers set for area college ...
Robert Gates, Mary Fallin among speakers set for area college commencements. Full story: Tulsa

World. Area colleges and universities have announced spring ...
www.topix.com/.../robert-gates-mary-fallin-among-speakers-s...

YouTube - Mary Fallin on News Radio 1000 KTOK
OK Gov. talks visit by Jeb Bush and Ed reform - Captured Live on Ustream at http

://www.ustream.tv/channel/mullins-in-the-morning.

www.youtube.com/watchwatch?v=vcT58iAvDMs&amp;feature...
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Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin taking heat for supporting 'Obamacare ...
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin is taking criticism -- from fellow Republicans -- because of her support

for a proposal that some say is the first step to ...
newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin...for.../3551207
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Oklahoma governor signs lawsuit bills she says will create jobs
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin says the lawsuit reform measures, which are intended to bring down legal fees of

businesses and doctors, will help bring more jobs and businesses to the state. BY MICHAEL

MCNUTT Leave a comment Gov. Mary Fallin capped nearly two decades of ...
See all stories on this topic »

Roadmap needed to follow Oklahoma DINOs and RINOs
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin is a borderline RINO because she has worked to create a health care exchange. This,

to hard-core conservatives, seems to be an embrace of Obamacare. Indeed, the Oklahoma

Democratic Party Central Committee formally applauded Fallin for this ...
See all stories on this topic »

THE PEOPLE SPEAK: Republican mantra reeks of dictatorship
Muskogee Daily Phoenix

Governor Mary Fallin may soon be allowed to hire and fire any state board and commission

members (HB 1208). The state's Board of Education is targeted as one of the first to be included.

Ms. Fallin may also change the board's makeup from private ...
See all stories on this topic »

Bolstering Oklahoma Aerospace
Aerospace Manufacturing and Design

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin signed into law a measure reestablishing tax credits for engineers

going to work for Oklahoma companies as well as the companies that hire them. The bill restores a

tax incentive that was put on moratorium last year by the ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Senate committee refuses to act on amendment that would bar political

...
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin has urged legislators to create to help lure companies to Oklahoma. Sen. John Sparks,

D-Norman, on Tuesday offered an amendment to the bill creating the fund that would have

prevented companies that apply for its money from making ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma House Democrats oppose plans to close seven state parks
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin shortly after she took office in January. “It is a frustrating reality that six of the seven

(parks) are in Democratic districts,” Inman said. Rep. James Lockhart, D-Heavener, said he tried to

get information from the agency on why the ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 6 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin, leaders discuss health insurance grant
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin met with legislative leaders Tuesday to discuss whether and how the state should

pursue a health insurance exchange - a debate that has divided the state's Republican Party and

put a $54 million federal grant in doubt. ...
See all stories on this topic »

State seeks no federal aid for second snowstorm
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin: Sixteen counties were included in the request for federal aid to help with costs from

the initial February snowstorm. By WAYNE GREENE World Senior Writer State officials will not

pursue federal aid to deal with the recovery costs ...
See all stories on this topic »

Attention, SC: Oklahoma Passes Tort Reform Bill
FITSNews

Mary Fallin. Oklahoma is one of the few states whose legal climate is actually worse

than South Carolina's. The Oklahoma legislation caps non-economic damages – or

pain and suffering awards – at $350000 with exceptions for gross negligence, ...
See all stories on this topic »

FITSNews

Eagleton continuing with mayor ouster effort today
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin turned down Eagleton's request to have the attorney general investigate the

complaints the councilor has made against the mayor involving alleged misconduct, malfeasance

and criminal behavior. Fallin said the issues should be resolved ...
See all stories on this topic »

Wasserman-Schultz named DNC chair
Southern Political Report

Robert LeMieux announced he's entering the Florida Republican field to challenge US Sen. Bill

Nelson next year. -- Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin signed three bills which constitute her tort reform

package, setting a $350000 cap on non-economic damages.

See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma governor seeks federal help for February storm costs
NewsOK.com

... the governor's office said Tuesday. Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin speaks during her first

State of the State address at the Oklahoma State Capitol in Oklahoma City on Monday, Feb. 7,

2011. Photo by John Clanton, The Oklahoman.

See all stories on this topic »
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Oklahoma governor signs lawsuit bills she says will create jobs ...
By manager

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says the lawsuit reform measures, which are intended to bring down

legal fees of businesses and doctors, will help bring more jobs and businesses to the state. ...
Texans for Lawsuit Reform - http://www.tortreform.com/

Boettcher Resigns A&M Regents Seat
By Mike McCarville

Mary Fallin will preserve another member's position on the board. Boettcher said he will give up

his position on May 1. In a statement released Wednesday, Boettcher said he hopes his leaving

will encourage Fallin to reappoint Joe Hall, ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

GOP must stop Obamacare | Tulsa Beacon
By admin

Mary Fallin voted against Obamacare while in Congress and now states flatly that she is against

the government takeover of health care. Yet, she is all for Oklahoma taking $54 million in federal

money - with strings attached - to set up ...
Tulsa Beacon - http://www.tulsabeacon.com/

The Concert Legends - Barack Obama Videos
By admin

Mary Fallin by Rep. Keith Ellison. “Without music, life would be a mistake” is a famous old saying.

However, without the great musicians there is no great music. Those who are really interested in

live concerts would have come across ...
Barack Obama Videos - http://www.barackobamavideos.net/

Tort reform passes in Oklahoma | CivSource
By Staff Report

Oklahoma passed a set of bills designed to bring tort reform to the state. The bills were a central

part of Governor Mary Fallin's campaign, who claims that.

CivSource - http://civsourceonline.com/

Homes, Barn Burn In Wildfires; Evacuations Ordered - Oklahoma City ...
Gov. Mary Fallin. No Emergency Declaration On Wed. Fire Yet, Gov. Fallin Says. Embed this

Video. x. Email. Facebook; Digg; Twitter; Yahoo Buzz; Reddit; Delicious. Link. Share. Red Cross.

Red Cross Reaches Out To Wildfire Crews, Victims ...
KOCO.com - Local News - http://www.koco.com/news/
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Blogs 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Free American Health Care: Obamacare Exchanges: Flailing & Failing
By John R. Graham

Apparently, one Republican state senator in Oklahoma has finally decided to prevent an

Obamacare exchange bill from reaching Gov. Mary Fallin for signature. Fair enough, but how did it

get this far in the first place? In Virginia, Gov. ...
Free American Health Care - http://free-american-healthcare.blogspot.com/

Fallin signs bill to shift power from state board | The Associated ...
By The Associated Press

Mary Fallin signed into law on Friday a bill that shifts power from the state board of education to

the newly elected Republican state superintendent over the objections of Democrats who say the

proposal grants too much power to one ...
Examiner RSS - http://washingtonexaminer.com/feeds/all/rss.xml/wp-login.php/wp-login.php/wp-

login.php
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Web 5 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Senate is likely to hear bill that would change parole policy
Mary Fallin — who has indicated she's likely to sign it. By Cary Aspinwall - Tulsa World Leave a

comment A prison reform bill up for consideration this week ...
newsok.com/perennial-parole-bill-nears-vote-this.../3557214

Governor Mary Fallin Announces Appointments to Transportation ...
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin announced today her nominees for the eight members

of the Oklahoma Transportation Commission. ...
www.okacco.com/.../governor-mary-fallin-announces-appoint...

Mary Fallin | Winzer Insurance
April 9, 2011 2:07 am You are here:Home Mary Fallin. List/Grid. Tag Archives: Mary Fallin.

Oklahoma Senate Leader Not Setting Up Health Insurance Exchange ...
www.winzerinsurance.com/tag/mary-fallin/

Fallin appoints Guthrie man to Okla. regents board - Topix
Mary Fallin has appointed a Guthrie man to the Board of Regents for the Oklahoma Agricultural ...
See all threads in the Representative Mary Fallin forum » ...
www.topix.com/.../fallin-appoints-guthrie-man-to-okla-regents...

Ricky Joe Davis Named OSU Regent by Governor Mary Fallin ...
Howdy Neighbors! Oklahoma Farm Report is home to Ron Hays - 'Ron on RON.' Radio Oklahoma

Network keeps producers updated with ag news, reports, markets, ...
www.oklahomafarmreport.com/.../00363_RickDavisOSURege...
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

OVERNIGHT HEALTH: Congress clears CR, Senate blocks defunding
The Hill (blog)

Mary Fallin (R) changed her mind and will turn down a $54 million health insurance exchange

federal grant amid state GOP opposition, the Associated Press reports. The Planned Parenthood

funding fight is really about contraception, writes The New York ...
See all stories on this topic »

Senate votes against amendment to allow lawmakers to carry guns
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin for consideration. Shortey said lawmakers are in high-profile positions and make

contentious decisions. "We upset half the crowd all the time," he said. "Half the people out there

have a picture of you on the wall and throw darts at it. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Web 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

OK gov turns down insurance exchange federal grant
Mary Fallin reversed course Thursday by rejecting a $54.6 million federal grant to help create a

health insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahoma residents ...
www.forbes.com/.../business-us-insurance-exchange-oklahom...

Oklahoma legislators salute National Guard's 45th Infantry Brigade ...
Mary Fallin and Oklahoma legislators thank the National Guard's 45th Infantry Brigade Combat

Team for their service, which includes preparing to deploy to ...
newsok.com/state-legislators-salute-the-45th/.../3557963

Changein2012: Oklahoma rejects $54.6 million federal grant ...
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says that state and private money will be used to develop a system

where Oklahomans could shop for health insurance. ...
www.huffingtonpost.com/.../budget-deal-passes-house-_n_84...

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin rejects federal money for health ...
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin announced late this morning (Thursday, April 14) that the Sooner

State will not use a $54 million federal grant to design an ...
watchdog.org/.../oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-rejects-feder...
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OK gov turns down insurance exchange federal grant – Forbes | Vill ...
By admin

Mary Fallin reversed course Thursday by rejecting a $54.6 million federal grant to help create a

health insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahoma residents that is required by the new federal

health care law. ...
Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/

GOP gov. returns $54M health grant (Politico) | Stock Market News ...
By Editor - Political News

Under mounting pressure from local Republican legislators, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin is turning

her back on a $54 million health reform grant she once.

Rocket News - http://www.rocketnews.com/

GOP gov. returns $54M health grant (Politico) | Reading News
By admin

GOP gov. returns $54M health grant (Politico). Under mounting pressure from local Republican

legislators, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin is turning her back on a $54 million health reform grant she

once proudly supported. ...
Reading News - http://www.readingnews.net/

Health Insurance Exchange Do-Over
By Peter J. Rudy

Governor Mary Fallin told reporters today that, “we will not receive any of the $54-million Early

Innovator grant” from the federal government. She says the bill will instead create the Health

Insurance Private Enterprise Network, ...
Oklahoma Watchdog - http://oklahoma.watchdog.org/

Oklahoma governor returns $54M health care grant – POLITICO.com ...
By MB Snow

Fallin says. Reuters Close. By SARAH KLIFF | 4/14/11 4:27 PM EDT. Under mounting pressure

from local Republican legislators, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin is turning her back on a $54 million

health reform grant she once proudly supported. ...
Snow Report Blog - http://sroblog.com/

Fallin Turns Down Insurance Exchange Federal Grant - Politics News ...
OKLAHOMA CITY -- Gov. Mary Fallin says she will reject a $54 million federal grant to create a

health insurance exchange for uninsured Oklahomans and pay for it instead with state and private

money. Thursday, April 14, 2011.

KOCO.com - Local News - http://www.koco.com/news/

Health News: GOP gov returns 54M health care grant – Politico ...
By admin

GOP gov returns 54M health care grant Politico Mary Fallin is turning her back on a $54 million

health reform grant she once proudly supported. It is by far the largest health reform grant that any

state has rejected. ...
MiloRiano: Health & Fitness - http://www.miloriano.com/healthfitness/
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Oklahoma House OKs additional restrictions on abortion
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin two bills intended to further limit access to the procedure. House Bill 1888, which

prohibits most abortions after 20 weeks, and Senate Bill 547, which bans elective abortion

coverage from insurance plans offered through a state health ...
See all stories on this topic »

Inhofe, Boren promise help for Tushka
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin, and Oklahoma Emergency Management Director Albert Ashwood to provide whatever

assistance is possible.'' Boren, D-Okla., said Oklahoma's congressional delegation will begin

immediately to ensure the Federal Emergency Management Agency ...
See all stories on this topic »

Morning Examiner: The audacity of hypocrisy
Washington Examiner (blog)

Mary Fallin announced she would return a $54 million HHS grant. Other governors, like Florida's

Rick Scott, have already returned some HHS Obamacare money, but Fallin's $54 million is by far

the largest amount returned so far. While this development is ...
See all stories on this topic »
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The McCarville Report Online: IIAO Praises Fallin, Legislative Leaders
By Mike McCarville

The Independent Insurance Agents of Oklahoma (IIAO) commended Governor Mary Fallin and the

Legislature today for their commitment to develop a market-driven , free enterprise health

insurance marketplace in Oklahoma rather than accepting ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Oklahoma, Where the Wind Comes Sweepin' Down the Plain
By pilgrim

Mary Fallin on Thursday signed a bill designating June 28 of each year as “ Second Amendment

Day” in Oklahoma. June 28 is the day the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the case of McDonald v.

City of Chicago, Illinois, that the Second ...
UnifiedPatriots - http://www.unifiedpatriots.com/

The Washington Monthly
By Steve Benen

Mary Fallin is turning her back on a $54 million health reform grant she once proudly supported. It

is by far the largest health reform grant that any state has rejected. Other states have returned or

turned down $1 million exchange ...
Political Animal - http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/

Oklahoma governor cancels tour of tornado damage – NewsOK.com ...
By Report

PoliticoOklahoma governor cancels tour of tornado damageNewsOK.comOklahoma Gov. Mary
Fallin is cancelling her visit to a small southeast Oklahoma town where a tornado left two people

dead and destroyed homes, businesses and the local ...
vIndianz.com - http://www.vindianz.com/

Fallin Postpones Tour Of Tornado-Ravaged Area - Oklahoma City News ...
OKLAHOMA CITY -- Gov. Mary Fallin had to postpone a tour of tornado-ravaged Tushka, Okla.,

on Friday because of inclement weather, a spokesman for the governor told Eyewitness News 5.

Friday, April 15, 2011.

KOCO.com - Most Popular Stories - http://www.koco.com/mostpopularstories/

Child of Illusion: What's happening where I live
By Ellie Finlay

Mary Fallin (R) is now “rejecting a $54.6 million federal grant to help create a health insurance

exchange for uninsured Oklahoma residents that is required by the new federal health care law.”

Instead, state Republicans are supporting ...
Child of Illusion - http://childofillusion.blogspot.com/

Storm death toll rises to 9 in OK, AR | KXAN.com Blogs
By Jim Spencer

Mary Fallin planned to travel to the stricken town later Friday. Ooten said emergency management

officials are assessing damage and helping to clean up debris, and that downed power lines and

uprooted trees still blocked some roads. ...
KXAN.com Blogs - http://blogs.kxan.com/
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NRA-ILA :: Oklahoma: Lawmakers designate 2nd Amendment Day to ...
Oklahoma: Lawmakers designate 2nd Amendment Day to designate Supreme Court decision.

Oklahoma now has an official "Second Amendment Day" in the state. Gov. Mary Fallin on

Thursday signed a bill designating June 28 of each year as ...
NRA-ILA Site Updates - http://www.nraila.org/News/

Friday's intriguing people – This Just In - CNN.com Blogs
By jkavcnn

Mary Fallin. Oklahoma's Republican governor turned down a $54 million federal grant Thursday

that would have given the state the ability to improve its health technology infrastructure, Politico

reports. ...
This Just In - http://news.blogs.cnn.com/
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Governor Mary Fallin's First Veto
Governor Fallin says, "While I understand the Legislature is seeking ways for our state agencies to

operate more efficiently, the elimination of competitive ...
www.ktul.com/story/.../governor-mary-fallins-first-veto

Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma insurance exchange will be ...
OKLAHOMA CITY - Gov. Mary Fallin reversed course Thursday by rejecting a $54.6 million

federal grant to help create a health insurance exchange for ...
www.therepublic.com/view/.../OK-XGR--Insurance-Exchange/

Mary Fallin | See ads
Posts Tagged 'mary fallin' ... gilbert wilson, mary fallin, matt simpson, national weather service,

oklahoma town, public school principal, salvation army , ...
www.see-ads.com/tag/mary-fallin

Fallin declares emergency for 26 Okla counties
Mary Fallin has declared a state of emergency for 26 Oklahoma counties battered by storms that

rumbled through the state and spawned at least five ...
www.kxii.com/.../Fallin_declares_emergency_for_26_Okla_c...
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Sarah Palin praised by Gov. Mary Fallin
The State Column (blog)

Oklahoma governor Mary Fallin praised former Alaska governor Sarah Palin Friday, saying the

former Republican governor's faith serves as an inspiration for all Oklahoma residents. Speaking at

the Women of Joy Christian women's conference held at State ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Governor Turns Down $54M From HHS for Insurance Exchange
Becker's Hospital Review

Mary Fallin is turning down what is said to be the largest health reform grant any state has turned

its back on, according to a Politico news report. Earlier this year, HHS allocated $241 million in

Early Innovator Grants to help build the ...
See all stories on this topic »

11 tornadoes touch down across Oklahoma
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin declared a state of emergency on Friday for 26 counties, including Tulsa, due to

Thursday's storms. US Sen. Jim Inhofe and Rep. Dan Boren pledged assistance to the people of

Atoka County, especially in the town of Tushka, as they recover ...
See all stories on this topic »

Updated: Oklahoma leaders reject federal money for health exchange, state to ...
Watchdog

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin announced today (Thursday, April 14) that the Sooner State will

not use a $54 million federal grant to design an Oklahoma health insurance exchange. Instead,

legislation originating in the House of Representatives will ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Fallin declares emergency for 26 Okla counties
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - Gov. Mary Fallin has declared a state of emergency for 26 Oklahoma

counties battered by storms that rumbled through the state and spawned at least five tornadoes.

KXII - HomePage - Headlines - http://www.kxii.com/?q=http://www.evilaliv3.org%2F

Oklahoma governor puts taxpayers' money where her mouth is – Tenth ...
By Josh Eboch

Oklahoma governor Mary Fallin just set an important precedent. By rejecting $54.6 million in

federal money to begin implementation of ObamaCare, the governor has firmly set herself against

the unconstitutional law and with the citizens ...
Tenth Amendment Center Blog - http://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com/

Governor Palin Speaks to “More than 9000″ Women in Oklahoma City ...
By Ian Lazaran

Mary Fallin received a standing ovation as she gave a short welcome to conference participants

and expressed her excitement about Palin's coming presentation. “You talk about a woman who

knows how to plant her feet firmly in the Word of ...
Conservatives4Palin - http://conservatives4palin.com/

Storms, tornadoes carve a path of destruction through the South ...
By Valkyries

Mississippi Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant and Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin similarly ordered states of

emergency Friday for 14 Mississippi counties and 26 Oklahoma counties, respectively. Fallin is

expected to tour the damaged area Saturday. ...
MAARS News - http://news.maars.net/

Oklahoma Rejects Obamacare Money | Just Piper
By justpiper (online)

Mary Fallin said Thursday. Fallin's announcement reverses her decision two months ago to accept

the federal money. Fallin said the state instead will use state and private money to form the

system. She had no estimate of how much it ...
Just Piper - http://justpiper.com/

Deadly Storms Rip Across Nation's Midsection » Lake Minnetonka Liberty
Mary Fallin planned to travel to the stricken town later Friday. Emergency crews are clearing storm

debris from the town's roads to survivors can return home and officials can assess the damage,

Wilson said. ...
Lake Minnetonka Liberty - http://lmliberty.us/

Small Atoka County Community Devastated By Deadly Tornado ...
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin had planned to tour the area on Friday afternoon, but her office

released a statement saying the weather is too inclement for a helicopter trip and she has to be in

her office to sign legislation by 5 p.m. ...
NEWS ON 6 - Links Mentioned - http://www.newson6.com/category/120897/the-news-on-6-

featured-links?redirected=true

Severe weather spawns tornadoes – This Just In - CNN.com Blogs
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By egrinberg

Mary Fallin has declared a state of emergency for 26 counties following severe weather. Storms

killed two people in the town of Tushka, where authorities say a tornado touched down Thursday

night. [9:47 p.m. ET, 8:47 CT] Alabama Gov. ...
This Just In - http://news.blogs.cnn.com/
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma To Return 'Early Innovator' Grant for Insurance Exchange
iHealthBeat

Mary Fallin (R) announced that her state is returning HHS grant money intended to help create an

IT infrastructure for a health insurance exchange mandated under the federal health reform law,

the Tulsa World reports (Hoberock, Tulsa World, 4/15). ...
See all stories on this topic »

At the Capitol: Agreement reached on Oklahoma Health Insurance Private ...
Broken Arrow Ledger

OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today joined other state leaders in announcing that

Oklahoma will establish a Health Insurance Private Enterprise Network to prevent the

establishment of a federal health care exchange in Oklahoma. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Rejects Obamacare Money
Fox News (blog)

Mary Fallin said Thursday. Fallin's announcement reverses her decision two months

ago to accept the federal money. Fallin said the state instead will use state and

private money to form the system. She had no estimate of how much it would cost, ...
See all stories on this topic »

Fox News (blog)

$54 Million Federal Health Grant was Rejected
TopNews United States

Governor, Mary Fallin has rejected the $54 million federal health grant in order to

provide help to create a health insurance exchange for uninsured residents of

Oklahoma. Fallin has opposed the federal law which has been pushed by Democratic

President ...
See all stories on this topic »

TopNews United
States

Posted: April 14, 2011 - 6:30 pm ET
ModernHealthcare.com

Mary Fallin announced the state will not accept $54.6 million in HHS grant money that had been

awarded as part of $241 million in “early innovator” grants to several states to create information

technology infrastructure for health insurance exchanges. ...
See all stories on this topic »

State will reject federal funds, push ahead with insurance exchange
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin on Thursday announced the state would reject a $54 million federal grant to set up an

insurance exchange. The state, however, would use state and private dollars to create the

exchange, or a one-stop shopping location on the internet where ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin to survey damage in Tushka where killer ...
AP OKLAHOMA CITY — Governor Mary Fallin is in southeastern Oklahoma to survey damage

from a killer tornado that left two women dead in the Atoka County town ...
www.greenfieldreporter.com/.../OK--Severe-Weather-Oklaho...

governor Mary Fallin « Live Insurance News
Mary Fallin, Governor of Oklahoma. More states are striving to establish health insurance

exchanges in order to appease the provisions of the Affordable ...
www.liveinsurancenews.com/tag/governor-mary-fallin/

Governor Mary Fallin's First Veto - KATV Channel 7 - The Spirit of ...
Oklahoma Governor, Mary Fallin, has issued her first veto since she took office. She vetoed

House Bill 1812.It would have increased the current limit on ...
www.katv.com/story/.../governor-mary-fallins-first-veto?...

Trending Topics - mary fallin | Dothan Eagle
Home / special section /. Stories by Topic: Mary fallin. View more by: Person | All Topics · Death

toll up to 16 in Southern storms; 7 in Ala. ...
www2.dothaneagle.com/m/topics/types/person/.../mary-fallin/
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Some want 'closing fund' for luring business to Oklahoma
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin's desk, would establish such a fund for Oklahoma. But the "Quick Action Closing

Fund" would have no money in it initially, and one of its authors, state Sen. Mike Mazzei, R-Tulsa,

would like to keep it that way. "I don't see this as money ...
See all stories on this topic »

Ideological rift continues in Oklahoma House
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin not to accept the federal funds. Steele wrote legislation two years ago that was signed

into law that approved setting up the so-called health insurance exchange, but no money has been

available. Ritze late last week criticized the concept, ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Graham Broke the Mold: Mary Fallin Cutting of Her Nose Despite Her ...
By Ted K

Mary Fallin Cutting of Her Nose Despite Her..... Face. I guess if you do something solely for the

purpose of remaining popular with the extreme right in a red state, it doesn't matter if people who

need health care get it or not. ...
Graham Broke the Mold - http://grahambrokethemold.blogspot.com/

Oklahoma governor visits Tushka
TUSHKA, OK-Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin has declared a state of emergency for 26 counties

battered by storms that spawned at least five tornadoes.Saturday, the governor visited the town of

Tushka to survey the damage.

KXII - HomePage - Headlines - http://www.kxii.com/home/headlines

Oklahoma Governor Rejects Largest Health Reform Grant | Winzer ...
By Erin

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin is turning down the largest the largest health reform grant that a state

has ever rejected, according to Politico. Earlier this.

Winzer Insurance - http://www.winzerinsurance.com/

Oklahoma health exchange issue bruised, not beaten – Tulsa World ...
By admin

Mary Fallin and legislative leaders announced Thursday that they are sending back a $54 million

federal grant meant to fund a state health insurance exchange with a no-thank-you note attached.

But it's too early to conclude that the ...
Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Okla. Gov. Fallin Rejects Federal Grant for State Health Insurance Exchange
The New American

Back in February, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, a Republican, announced that the Sooner

State would be accepting a $54.6 million grant from the federal government to help create a health

insurance exchange for Oklahomans that's required by the new ...
See all stories on this topic »

Monday: Area reaction to new law making firing teachers easier
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin signed the bill into law Tuesday. It will take effect 90 days after the legislative session

has ended. Attorney Doug Mann called the bill's passage “one of the best things that has come

about in education reform in Oklahoma in a generation. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Blogs 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Okla. Gov. Fallin Rejects Federal Grant for State Health Insurance ...
By admin

Fallin Rejects Federal Grant for State Health Insurance ExchangeThe New AmericanBack in

February, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, a Republican, announced that the Sooner State would

be accepting a $54.6 million grant from the f...

Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/

Tushka Tornado Damage Assessments Complete - NewsOn6.com - Tulsa ...
Emergency management officials will be sending their assessments of the tornado damage in

Tushka on to Governor Mary Fallin.

NEWS ON 6 - News - http://www.newson6.com/category/112042/news?redirected=true
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Blogs 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Governor Turns Down $54M From HHS for Insurance Exchange ...
By neilljocke

Mary Fallin is turning down what is said to be the largest health reform grant any state has turned

its back on, according to a Politico news report. Earlier this year, HHS allocated $241 million in

Early Innovator Grants to help build ...
Article Stomp - http://www.articlestomp.com/
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Oklahoma governor signs new funeral protest restrictions
Kansas City Star

Mary Fallin of Oklahoma has signed into law a measure that adds restrictions on members of a

Kansas church who protest at funerals of fallen soldiers. The new law, from Sen. Josh Brecheen of

Coalgate, Okla., prohibits protests within two hours before ...
See all stories on this topic »

ObamaCare Opt Out
Wall Street Journal

But Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin announced last week that the Sooner State will decline $54.6

million from the feds to establish new insurance exchanges. And as early as this week the New

Hampshire state house is expected to pass a bill rejecting ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma, Idaho Pass Key Pro-Life Bills
The New American

On April 13 the Oklahoma legislature gave its final approval to a pair of pro-life measures and sent

them on to Republican Governor Mary Fallin for her expected signature. Similar to a bill signed

last week by pro-life Kansas Governor Sam Brownback, ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin - Yahoo! News Photos
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin speaks during the 16th Annual Day of Remembrance at the

Oklahoma City National Memorial and Museum in Oklahoma City on Tuesday ...
news.yahoo.com/.../urn_publicid_ap_org_e2bf71c0240d4108...

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin: Memorial honors victims' sacrifice ...
Gov. Mary Fallin said the intent of those behind the bombing of the Oklahoma City federal building

16 years ago was evil, but the result has been for the ...
newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin.../3560073

OKLAHOMA Gov. Mary Fallin has signed legislation into law that ...
Fallin Signs Bill To Tighten Restrictions On Funeral Protests Posted: Apr 18, 2011 4:28 PM CDT

Monday, April 18, 2011 5:28 PM EST Updated: Apr 18, 2011 4.

www.sodahead.com/united...on.../question-1698171/

Photo from AP Photo - Mary Fallin News, photos, topics, and quotes
Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin speaks at the 16th Anniversary Remembrance Ceremony Program at

the Oklahoma City National Memorial and Museum in Oklahoma City, ...
features.rr.com/photo/02Wu9uM4IJbzY?q=Oklahoma+City

Fallin signs new funeral protest restrictions - Topix
Mary Fallin has signed legislation into law that adds restrictions on members of a Kansas church

who protest at funerals of fallen soldiers. ...
www.topix.com/.../fallin-signs-new-funeral-protest-restrictions

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin: Bombing memorial honors victims ...
... honors victims' sacrifice - http://newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin- bombing-

memorial-honors-victims-sacrifice/article/3560073?custom_click=rss.

friendfeed.com/.../oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-bombing

RIGZONE - Drilling Bill Modernizes State O&G Statutes
Mary Fallin. House Bill 1909 modernizes oil and gas statutes to update them to accommodate

technological advances in horizontal drilling in shale reservoirs ...
www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=106200

HB 1909 signed by Governor - Mineral Rights Forum
Oklahoma's Gov. Mary Fallin signs energy reform bill Gov. Mary Fallin signed a new law that

modernized Oklahoma's oil and natural gas regulations to reflect te …

www.mineralrightsforum.com/xn/.../4401368:Topic:53523?x...

Victims' families observe OKC bombing anniversary | Wichita Eagle
Mary Fallin speaks at the 16th Anniversary Remembrance Ceremony Program at the ... US

Congressman James Lankford and Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin bow their ...
www.kansas.com/.../victims-families-observe-okc-bombing.ht...

Sooner Tea Party at Oklahoma Truth Council
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Mary Fallin and House Speaker Kris Steele by saying, “The biggest political story in Oklahoma so

far this year is the infighting among Republicans in state ...
oktruthcouncil.com/tag/sooner-tea-party/

Fallin, leaders discuss health insurance grant
Mary Fallin met with legislative leaders Tuesday to discuss whether and how the state should

pursue a health insurance exchange - a debate that has divided ...
www.longtermcareinsurancesales.com/.../-Fallin,-leaders-discu...
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Fallin's flip-flop on federal grant will embolden far right
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin initially showed commendable resolve in insisting the state accept a $54 million federal

grant to set up a health insurance exchange. But in the last few days, she caved in to the anti-

Obama faction and agreed to reject the money. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Lawmakers work to finalize budget
Journal Record (subscription)

Mary Fallin and hammer out the remaining details of the budget for the fiscal year starting July 1,

the chairman of the House Appropriations Committee confirmed Tuesday. But while state Rep. Earl

Sears was hesitant to say lawmakers had developed a ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Kentucky Club for Growth
By Andy Hightower

Mary Fallin of Oklahoma is fighting the implementation of Obamacare in her state , rejecting an

"early adoption" grant: Fallin, more so than her counterparts in Wisconsin and Kansas, came under

harsh criticism for accepting the funds. ...
Kentucky Club for Growth - http://www.kyclubforgrowth.org/

Health Reform Talk: State health care exchanges reflect politics ...
By Carol E. Potaczek

Oklahoma governor Mary Fallin initially accepted a $54 million federal “Early Innovator Grant” but

then turned it down, perhaps bowing to pressure from fellow Republicans. Fallin has now

announced that her state will establish a “Health ...
Health Reform Talk - http://healthcare-legislation.blogspot.com/

The McCarville Report Online: Costello Opposes Runoff Primary Change
By Mike McCarville

Mary Fallin would not have become our first female Lt. Governor. David Walters and Brad Henry

would not have become governor. Incumbent Senators Charles Wyrick , Susan Paddack, Clark

Jolley, John Sparks, Gary Stanislawski and Ralph ...
The McCarville Report Online - http://wwwtmrcom.blogspot.com/

Remembering April 19th, 1995 | KOSU Radio
By Michael Cross

Governor Mary Fallin who in 1995 was Lieutenant Governor says the memorial stands as a

testament to the spirit of people who were affected by the tragedy. “The children who collected

pennies throughout their schools to give to those who ...
KOSU Radio - http://www.kosu.org/

Oklahoma City Bombing 16 Anniversary | Jokeroo BLOG
By Emilija Spirkoska

Governer Mary Fallin spoke this morning on behalf of the memorial: “The memorial is a testament

to the sacrifices of those killed and injured in the bombing, as well as the rescue workers who

worked tirelessly to pull survivors from the ...
Jokeroo BLOG - http://blog.jokeroo.com/

OK passes law to restrict Westboro protests. : Its my Right to be ...
By Dusty,Hells most vocal Bitch

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin signed a bill into law Monday that restricts members of the

Westboro Baptist Church from protesting at military funerals. The new law, introduced by

Republican State Senator Josh Brecheen, ...
Its my Right to be Left of the Center - http://leftwingnutjob.blogspot.com/

Price gouging law in effect in 26 Okla. counties
Mary Fallin's state of emergency declaration. The counties included are Atoka, Carter, Coal,

Creek, Custer, Delaware, Harper, Johnston, Latimer, LeFlore, Lincoln, Love, Marshall, Murray,

Okfuskee, Okmulgee, Osage, Pittsburg, Pontotoc, ...
KXII - HomePage - Headlines - http://www.kxii.com/home/headlines
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Tornado? That's Not in the Constitution | The Bilerico Project
By Don Davis

Oklahoma has been under one state of emergency due to wildfires since March, a second

emergency was declared over the weekend, and federal assistance was again requested by

Governor Mary Fallin to help make things better. ...
The Bilerico Project - http://www.bilerico.com/
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Oklahoma governor signs 2 anti-abortion bills
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin today signed two anti-abortion bills — including one that would outlaw abortions after

20 weeks, making Oklahoma abortion restrictions among the toughest in the nation. Oklahoma

Gov. Mary Fallin is seen in this file photo. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Gov. Signs Fetal-Pain Abortion Ban, Obamacare Funding Ban
LifeNews.com

At a bill-signing ceremony today, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin signed into law two pro-life bills:

HB 1888, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, and SB 547, the Abortion-Is-Not-Health-

Care bill. Oklahoma joins Kansas and Idaho this year, ...
See all stories on this topic »

Tip: Use a plus sign (+) to match a term in your query exactly as is. Learn more.

Remove this alert.

Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

24052

mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-signs-2-anti-abortion-bills/article/3560454%3Fcustom_click%3Dheadlines_widget&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoATAAOABAk6y97QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&usg=AFQjCNHXOY04yP8LRRDCaap4ClAYmndNQw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://news.google.com/news/story%3Fncl%3Dhttp://www.newsok.com/oklahoma-governor-signs-2-anti-abortion-bills/article/3560454%253Fcustom_click%253Dheadlines_widget%26hl%3Den%26geo%3Dus&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoBjAAOABAk6y97QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&usg=AFQjCNEzchnlV500ZHk8ss4eEx9z4M-K7Q
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.lifenews.com/2011/04/20/oklahoma-gov-signs-fetal-pain-abortion-ban-obamacare-funding-ban/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoATABOAFAk6y97QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&usg=AFQjCNHElCFrqKWNaK5uLnm116y088ZdhA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://news.google.com/news/story%3Fncl%3Dhttp://www.lifenews.com/2011/04/20/oklahoma-gov-signs-fetal-pain-abortion-ban-obamacare-funding-ban/%26hl%3Den%26geo%3Dus&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoBjABOAFAk6y97QRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&usg=AFQjCNHQ1k2voIlreG354Zpzd595HKlWHA
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=136861&hl=en&source=alertsmail&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&cad=CAcQARgBQJOsve0ESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/remove?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&s=AB2Xq4gm95Ri8fGW2qzkFlKlAZXRCycnNAx_uGI&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&cad=CAcQARgBQJOsve0ESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&cad=CAcQARgBQJOsve0ESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/manage?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=Rdk2qH_yZNg&cad=CAcQARgBQJOsve0ESAE


From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2011 7:40:59 PM

News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma is fourth state to ban abortions after 20 weeks
Reuters

By Steve Olafson OKLAHOMA CITY, April 20 (Reuters) - Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin on

Wednesday signed into law a prohibition on abortion after 20 weeks of pregnancy, making it the

fourth state to ban such late term abortions. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Coburn Backs Move To Refuse Grant Money
KTUL

US Senator Tom Coburn says Governor Mary Fallin was right to reject federal grant money that

would have built a state based healthcare exchange system. Coburn spoke Wednesday at the

Tulsa Rotary Club. $54000000 would have created a web site where ...
See all stories on this topic »

Planned Parenthood Holds Back on Challenging Wave of Anti-Abortion

Bills
Fox News

Mary Fallin on Wednesday afternoon signed a bill, one of two anti-abortion

measures, making abortions after the 20-week mark a felony for the doctor. Fallin

follows governors in Kansas and Idaho who signed similar bills into law last week. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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UPI NewsTrack TopNews
UPI.com

Mary Fallin signed two anti-abortion bills Wednesday, placing the state among the nation's most

restrictive when it comes to abortions. One law bans abortions after the 20th week of pregnancy,

shortening the current restriction by four weeks, ...
See all stories on this topic »

who's afraid of the big, bad Obamacare?
Health Insurance Resource Center (blog)

Governor Mary Fallin was happy to be awarded the grant: “After thoroughly

reviewing the early innovator grant, I am happy to say that the federal assistance we

are being offered is consistent with our mission to design and implement an

Oklahoma-based ...
See all stories on this topic »

Health Insurance
Resource Center

(blog)
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Oklahoma Abortion Bills Signed Into Law By Governor Mary Fallin
By The Huffington Post News Editors

OKLAHOMA CITY — Republican Gov. Mary Fallin has signed a pair of bills intended to further

restrict abortion in Oklahoma. Fallin on Wednesday signed a bill that makes it a felony for doctors

to perform abortions after a woman reaches 20 ...
The Huffington Post | Full News Feed - http://www.huffingtonpost.com/thenewswire/

Gov Fallin-Oklahoma, Rejects Federal Grant for Health Insurance ...
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, a Republican, in February of 2011, said announced that the

Sooner State would be accepting a $54.6 million grant from the federal government to help create

a health insurance exchange for Oklahomans that's ...
Latest Health Blogs At i Health Plus - http://blogs.ihealthplus.org/

Unions Lose One In Oklahoma | TPMDC
By Evan McMorris-Santoro

Mary Fallin. The state's existing collective bargaining law, which was signed by Democratic Gov.

Brad Henry seven years ago, requires big municipalities -- population 35000 and up -- to bargain

with, as the The Oklahoman reported, ...
TPMDC - http://tpmdc.talkingpointsmemo.com/

Latest update headline news | Oklahoma is fourth state to ban ...
By admin

OKLAHOMA CITY (Reuters) – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin οn Wednesday sealed іntο law the
magnitude prohibiting abortions аftеr twenty weeks οf pregnancy, mаkіng іt thе fourth state tο
anathema such late tenure abortions. ...
Latest update headline news - http://wharfyouth.org/

Okla. governor signs developmental disability law | The Associated ...
By The Associated Press

Gov. Mary Fallin has signed legislation to ensure that people with developmental disabilities are

protected in sheltered workshops that do not contract with the state.

Examiner RSS - http://www.sfexaminer.com/feeds/all/rss.xml/wp-login.php

HotAirPundit: Oklahoma is Fourth State To Ban Abortions After 20 Weeks
By HotAirPundit

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin on Wednesday signed into law a measure prohibiting abortions

after 20 weeks of pregnancy, making it the fourth state to ban such late term abortions. She also

signed a law preventing health insurers from ...
HotAirPundit - http://www.hapblog.com/

Pro-Life News of the Day: Planned Parenthood Not Attacking New Pro ...
By Matthew Newman

Mary Fallin on Wednesday afternoon signed a bill, one of two anti-abortion measures, making

abortions after the 20-week mark a felony for the doctor. Read the whole article - very interesting.

Posted by Matthew Newman at 6:04 PM ...
Pro-Life News of the Day - http://blog.secularprolife.org/
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Oklahoma no longer O.K. with public-sector collective bargaining ...
By David Freddoso

The Sooner State is about to repeal the law that forces municipalities to bargain with public-sector

unions. The repeal bill has passed both houses of the state legislature and now goes to Gov. Mary
Fallin, R, who is expected to sign. ...
Examiner Beltway Confidential RSS - http://www.sfexaminer.com/feeds/87/rss.xml
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Fallin's flip-flop on federal grant will embolden far right - Post ...
By tammyregan

Mary Fallin initially showed commendable resolve in insisting the state accept a $54 million federal

grant to set up a health insurance exchange. But in the last few days, she caved in to the anti-

Obama faction and agreed to reject the ...
Article Stomp - http://www.articlestomp.com/
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KTEN.comNew Bill Aimed to Help increase Highway Workers' Safety
KTEN

Governor Mary Fallin signed legislation allowing the Department of Transportation to use red and

blue emergency lights on their vehicles. The idea is to make people more cautious around

construction crews. Maintenance Engineer for Division Seven Brad ...
See all stories on this topic »

Officer Peery talks about his recovery
KFOR

Two days ago, he was seen talking with Governor Mary Fallin at the Bombing Memorial Service.

Today, a room full of people at the Fraternal Order of Police cheered as he entered the room. For

the first time, he talked publicly about his recovery. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Anatomy of a 50-day flip flop
Edmond Sun

Mary Fallin on Feb. 25 accepting a $54 million federal grant to establish health insurance

exchanges in Oklahoma “We have addressed concerns expressed by implementing strict

safeguards to prevent the implementation of the federal health care exchange ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Obamacare furtherance should await court rulings
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin is ignoring the law known as Obamacare is incorrect. A federal judge has ruled the law

unconstitutional. It's the Obama administration that's continuing the implementation of the health

care law in contempt of this ruling. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Disaster aid offers a boost for victims
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin's office. FEMA and the Small Business Administration are getting the word out to

victims — register by phone or online with FEMA, even if you have homeowner's insurance. FEMA

provides grants for victims who need help paying for ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Blogs 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Health insurance exchange draws praise, ridicule – The Spokesman ...
By admin

WatchdogOklahoma Governor Mary Fallin announced today (Thursday, April 14) that the Sooner

State will not use a $54 million federal grant to design an Oklahoma health insur... Exchange

questions health insurance plans – Indiana Daily ...
Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/
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Web 5 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Governor Mary Fallin | Alter Inspire
Governor Mary Fallin said the move “accomplishes my goal from the very beginning : stopping the

implementation of the president's federal healthcare exchange ...
www.altergroup.com/alter-care-blog/.../governor-mary-fallin/

Fallin urges Hispanic Chamber to discuss jobs with her | Tulsa World
Gov. Mary Fallin discusses her economic plans during a luncheon for the Greater Tulsa Hispanic

Chamber of Commerce at the Hyatt Regency hotel in Tulsa on ...
www1.tulsaworld.com/site/articlepath.aspx?articleid...11_0...

Fallin declares emergency after severe Okla storms - Topix
Mary Fallin has declared a state of emergency in 11 Oklahoma counties following tornadoes,

severe storms, straight-line winds and flooding. ...
www.topix.com/.../fallin-declares-emergency-after-severe-okla...

Oklahoma Hates Women - Feminist fuck you to OK governor Mary Fallin
Feminist fuck you to OK governor Mary Fallin ... (No. OF NOTES: 1). FILED UNDER: feministing

oklahoma abortion fuck you governor mary fallin ...
oklahomahateswomen.tumblr.com/.../feminist-fuck-you-to-ok...

Twitter / Jacqueline Otto: Governor Mary Fallin speak ...
Governor Mary Fallin speaking at #twaduation , you can kind of see her up there. @RepMaryFallin

http://t.co/NKmL03V.

twitter.com/jacque_otto/statuses/64396752463208448
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News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Senate approves private-school scholarship bill
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin a tax-credit scholarship bill that is touted as a way to help low-income students attend

private schools. But critics of the measure say it amounts to using public funds to pay for private

schools and will benefit the upper-middle class. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma health insurance exchange draws fire
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin, Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman and House Speaker Kris Steele - the three

most powerful Republicans in state government - after two previous legislative attempts at

exchanges fell apart politically. Rep. Mike Ritze, R-Broken Arrow, ...
See all stories on this topic »

CORRECTIONS REFORM GOES TO GOVERNOR
Pauls Valley Daily Democrat

Mary Fallin for her signature. “HB 2131 will save money, produce better outcomes and increase

public safety,” Steele said. “We cannot afford to continue on the current path with our incarceration

policies. This bill shows we are serious about changing ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin set to sign bill designed to ease prison overcrowding, reduce ...
The Republic

Mary Fallin is expected to sign a bill designed to ease Oklahoma's overcrowded prison system by

keeping some nonviolent criminals out of prison and reducing the governor's role in the parole

process. Fallin has scheduled a bill signing ceremony ...
See all stories on this topic »

Gov. Fallin vetoes plan for SOSU branch campus in Ardmore
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin says the idea for converting the Ardmore Higher Education Center into a branch

campus of Southeastern Oklahoma State University lacks sustainable, long-term funding. BY

MICHAEL MCNUTT Leave a comment Gov. Mary Fallin vetoed a bill Friday ...
See all stories on this topic »

Okla. lawmakers play softball with budget
Watchdog

By Peter J. Rudy on May 10, 2011 Governor Mary Fallin and legislative leaders announced a

budget agreement during an afternoon press conference held while the Senate was still in session

and hearing bills and the House was adjourned with many members ...
See all stories on this topic »

Sequels to ObamaCare: ScottCare, ShumlinCare and More Take Stage
California Healthline

Mary Fallin (R) last month announced that her state would return a $54.6 million HHS Early

Innovator Grant, intended to help create an information technology infrastructure for the health

insurance exchanges mandated under the health reform law. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
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Blogs 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Insurance Department to return nearly $1M in federal ...
By admin

Fallin Rejects Federal Grant for State Health Insurance ExchangeThe New AmericanBack in

February, Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin, a Republican, announced that the Sooner State would

be accepting a $54.6 million grant from the f. ...
Vill Insurance News - http://www.vill-yamanakako.com/
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News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Insurance Department to return nearly $1M in federal funds
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin declared that the state would not accept a $54.6 million federal grant for setting up a

system where Oklahomans could shop for health insurance. “This is the fulfillment of my campaign

promise to protect Oklahomans by opposing ObamaCare ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

CareerTech gun bill heads to Gov. Fallin for approval
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin: Her spokesman points out gun owners already have that right at many locations in the

state. By BARBARA HOBEROCK World Capitol Bureau OKLAHOMA CITY - A bill allowing those

with concealed-carry permits to leave their guns in locked cars in ...
See all stories on this topic »

Session's end may be hardto pin down
Tulsa World

But such a move would give lawmakers an advantage should Gov. Mary Fallin veto bills they

supported. When the Legislature is in session, Fallin has five days to sign a bill. If she doesn't sign

it, it becomes law. When lawmakers are out of session, ...
See all stories on this topic »

Health insurance exchange panel created to deal with reality of reform
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin initially agreed to accept. But that decision quickly drew the ire of reform opponents,

who argued that taking the money would be tantamount to endorsing "Obamacare," as health

reform is derisively known. Fallin backed down, and she and ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Date: Friday, May 20, 2011 9:36:42 AM

News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma OKs Health Care Compact in fight against Obamacare
Examiner.com

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin signed the bill into law on May 18. Georgia became the first state

to enact the Health Care Compact on April 20 when Governor Nathan Deal signed Georgia's

version of the compact. The interstate compact would supersede ...
See all stories on this topic »

Jailbreak: US states seek to escape prison costs
Reuters

The legislation will save the state at least $5 million a year, according to Governor Mary Fallin.

Privatizing prisons in Florida is touted to save the state up to $40 million a year. The deal would

bring in The GEO Group (GEO. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

NORCE faces closure if reorganization efforts fail
Enid News & Eagle

Mary Fallin would give the Department of Human Services until Jan. 1, 2012, to submit a plan to

reorganize or close the Enid facility, along with Southern Oklahoma Resource Center in Pauls

Valley. The bill also would require DHS officials to meet with ...
See all stories on this topic »

Tulsa Republican legislators to study health insurance exchange
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin and top legislative leaders had already announced was the plan, the state was

surrendering its fight against the federal law. Ultimately, the state Senate refused to hear the bill

because of its links to President Barack Obama, and Fallin ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Gov. Fallin Declares State Of Emergency In 14 Okla. Counties
KOCO Oklahoma City

Mary Fallin declared a state of emergency for 14 Oklahoma counties due to tornadoes, severe

storms, straight line winds and flooding that began Sunday. Adair, Blaine, Cherokee, Craig,

Delaware, Kiowa, Mayes, Muskogee, Nowata, Okmulgee, Osage, Ottawa, ...
See all stories on this topic »

New Oklahoma Law Restricts Wall Street Home Resale Fees
National Mortgage Professional Magazine

Mary Fallin has taken action to protect Oklahoma homeowners by signing HB 1594 to restrict

private transfer fees, also known as Wall Street Home Resale Fees. HB 1594, sponsored by Reps.

Steve Martin, Marion Cooksey and Sen. Brian Crain places a ban on ...
See all stories on this topic »

Oklahoma Lawmakers to Study Health Insurance Exchanges
Becker's Hospital Review

Mary Fallin recently turned down a $54 million federal grant that would help fund the infrastructure

needed to set up the state's insurance exchange. Sen. Stanislawski and Rep. Mulready said they

have "no preconceived ideas" about how the state should ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma City pharmacist's supporters seek pardon; attorneys begin appeal
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin on Friday to pardon him. Jerome Jay Ersland The pharmacist is shown Thursday at

the Oklahoma County jail after a jury convicted him of first-degree murder. “We've already started,”

lead attorney Irven Box said of the appeal, which will take ...
See all stories on this topic »

Governor makes appointments
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin announced Friday her appointments to the University Hospitals Authority, the state

Board of Health and the state Board of Pharmacy. Mike Samis was reappointed to the University

Hospitals Authority and Dr. Terry Gerard was appointed to the ...
See all stories on this topic »

Obamacare a violation of the 10th Amendment
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin and state Insurance Commissioner John Doak for returning money to the federal

government for grants related to health care reform. Morris doesn't seem to acknowledge that

Obamacare appears to be in violation of the 10th Amendment: “The ...
See all stories on this topic »

Privately paid workers had no state authority, Oklahoma attorney general says
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin signed a bill backed by the GOP-led Legislature that broadens Barresi's powers while

limiting responsibilities of the board. The bill was to take effect in August, but in a special meeting

May 9, the board, with a new member appointed by ...
See all stories on this topic »
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OCPA - In Case You Missed It
Mary Fallin's decision to refuse a $54 million Obamacare grant. http://bit.ly/ iwGYZn. Let's use that

$54 million to pay down the national debt. ...
www.ocpathink.org/articles/1203
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Norman Rep. Aaron Stiles appointed to task force
Norman Transcript

Mary Fallin. The new law requires state agencies to allow citizens to apply for various licenses

online, rather than applying in person. “The ideas my bill expressed seemed simple enough to me,

but apparently they are a giant leap forward in ...
See all stories on this topic »

Airline workers fight for jobs in Tulsa
kjrh.com

Now union leaders, and members, are asking Mayor Dewey Bartlett and Governor Mary Fallin to

step in and assist them. "I'd like them to get involved and talk to us, and talk to American Airlines

as well, to discuss any possible changes that they could ...
See all stories on this topic »

State lawmakers name health care committee
Tulsa World

Legislative leaders approved the committee after they and Gov. Mary Fallin decided to turn down

a $54 million grant that would have paid for a health insurance exchange mandated by federal law.

By RANDY KREHBIEL World Staff Writer.

See all stories on this topic »
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Fallin holds social media town hall meeting
KRMG

Governor Mary Fallin is holding the first town hall meeting on Facebook. Spokesman

Aaron Cooper says, “She always enjoys hearing what Oklahomans have to say and

their opinions, any input they have about how government can work more efficiently,

...
See all stories on this topic »

KRMG

Michigan Creeps Closer to Obamacare 'Exchange'
Michigan Capitol Confidential

Mary Fallin may also be in this camp. The cost to their states may be one reason for the slow

progress and outright refusals. Those costs could be substantial: In 2009, the exchange created

under Massachusetts' “Romneycare” law cost $26 million in ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Fallin blasts medical marijuana in online town hall forum
Tulsa World

By BARBARA HOBEROCK World Capitol Bureau OKLAHOMA CITY - Advocates of legalizing

medical marijuana got no support Thursday from Gov. Mary Fallin. Fallin appeared on an Internet

town hall broadcast from the Oklahoma Republican Party headquarters. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Health care committee should stick to mandate
Norman Transcript

Mary Fallin turned back a $54.6 million federal grant that would have paid to set up a health

insurance exchange. But until it is repealed, it is the law and it will impact Oklahomans in various

ways. Parts of it have already gone into effect, ...
See all stories on this topic »

Fallin voices opposition to legal pot in Okla.
News On 6

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - Proponents of medical or legal marijuana in Oklahoma won't have an ally

in Gov. Mary Fallin. Fallin said Thursday during an online town hall forum that she's firmly

opposed to legalizing pot. Fallin says she analyzes hundreds of ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Best Health Insurance :Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange | Health ...
By admin

Mary Fallin is defending her efforts to create an Oklahoma health insurance exchange for

uninsured Oklahoma residents, explaining that if the state does not have an exchange in place by

2013 the federal government will step in and ...
Health Insurance Center
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Kansas To Return $31.5M Grant for Health Insurance Exchange
iHealthBeat

Mary Fallin (R) announced that her state would return a $54 million Early Innovator grant to

develop IT infrastructure for an insurance exchange (Millman/Nocera, Politico , 8/9). Under the

Early Innovator initiative, HHS selected six states and one ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Uncertainty in Federal Budget Prompts Kansas to Return $31.5M ...
By helen@oscislaw.com (Helen Oscislawski)

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin announced this past April that Oklahoma would not be accepting

its $54.6M Early Innovator grant. Other states have returned or turned down smaller grants.

Kansas plans on working towards developing ...
Legal Health Information Exchange

Former State Rep. Howard Cotner of Altus dies - Altus Times
Howard Cotner of Altus dies at 85 - Altus Democrat Howard Cotner a former State Representative

died Monday at a hospital in Lawton after suffering a heart attack. Cotner served in the House

from 1971 to 1996. Gov. Mary Fallin wh...

News

Oklahoma Watch: Debate on tax breaks continues
Mary Fallin's secretary for finance, said he is not sure the fund should be eliminated, adding that

the state needs to find a more stable funding source. It will be a priority for Fallin to see that it gets

funded, Doerflinger said. ...
Oklahoma Watch

Religion News in Brief - BCNN1
Mary Fallin is seeking about $500000 in donations for a chapel at the Army National Guard training

post at Camp Gruber. The eastern Oklahoma post hasn't had a location for religious gatherings

since it was reactivated more than 30 years ...
BCNN1 - Black Christian News

Scott Walker reacts to GOP success in yesterday's recall elections ...
By Dan Cleary

(Mary Fallin). Anonymous. I love to see someone like Scott Walker put it all on the line and come

out the winner fighting for his State. Anonymous. MSNBC covered this recall election continuously

& exclusively last nite like it was the ...
The Right Scoop

Tip: Use a minus sign (-) in front of terms in your query that you want to exclude. Learn more.

Remove this alert.

Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

24077

mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.legalhie.com/hie-funding/uncertainty-in-federal-budget-prompts-kansas-to-return-315m-early-innovator-grant/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAAOABAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNFD4HtEBI7Q9JlFmc3gPqLHyxsSDA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.legalhie.com/hie-funding/uncertainty-in-federal-budget-prompts-kansas-to-return-315m-early-innovator-grant/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAAOABAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNFD4HtEBI7Q9JlFmc3gPqLHyxsSDA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.altustimes.com/bookmark/15011076&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATABOAFAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNHSBWLjLIljErDdHOfERjAetGEw7A
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.oklahomawatch.org/story.php%3Fsid%3D56&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATACOAJAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNFhCrXDD4hT0wX7AKDQY_5IzYnvoA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://blackchristiannews.com/news/2011/08/religion-news-in-brief.html&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATADOANAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNHp9ZvB6ei4GRuGfRXogPpAEDIEVA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.therightscoop.com/scott-walker-reacts-to-gop-success-in-yesterdays-recall-elections/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAEOARAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNHOG6H6sWzNJo1zv_ig02ye6BqWFw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.therightscoop.com/scott-walker-reacts-to-gop-success-in-yesterdays-recall-elections/&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAIoATAEOARAlfiP8gRIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&usg=AFQjCNHOG6H6sWzNJo1zv_ig02ye6BqWFw
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=136861&hl=en&source=alertsmail&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&cad=CAcQARgBQJX4j_IESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/remove?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&s=AB2Xq4gm95Ri8fGW2qzkFlKlAZXRCycnNAx_uGI&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&cad=CAcQARgBQJX4j_IESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&cad=CAcQARgBQJX4j_IESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/manage?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=hS0t7sHrUds&cad=CAcQARgBQJX4j_IESAE


From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Thursday, August 18, 2011 9:09:57 PM

News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma's Fallin resists 'Obamacare'
Washington Times

Mary Fallin says she and other GOP governors hope that the Supreme Court will

derail President Obama's health care law. “A lot of governors are sitting back, saying,

'We're going to do what we think we have to do minimally, but we're still kind of ...
See all stories on this topic »

Washington
Times

Indian tribes file suit over Oklahoma water rights
Reuters

But the tribes, in their lawsuit against Governor Mary Fallin, Oklahoma City and the water

resources agency, say the state has no jurisdiction over the land the tribes were granted by an

1830 treaty. Fallin was on her way back to Oklahoma from New York ...
See all stories on this topic »
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The McCarville Report Online: Lankford Names Altman Deputy Chief ...
By Mike McCarville

Altman has served the Fifth District for more than four years, working for both Congresswoman

Mary Fallin during her two terms in Congress and Congressman Lankford since January of this

year. She will remain the office's Legislative ...
The McCarville Report Online

Oklahoma's Fallin resists 'Obamacare' by:The Washington Times ...
By The Washington Times

Having already rejected a multimillion-dollar federal grant because of a fear of entangling

regulations, Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin said in an interview she hopes to keep President Obama's

health care law at bay while cultivating her ...
American Conservative Daily (c)...

Lankford Talks to Voters | KOSU Radio
By Michael Cross

Two years ago record crowds showed up at Francis Tuttle Technology Center to hear then

Congresswoman Mary Fallin speak at a town hall. Back then US lawmakers had recently passed

the controversial health care bill and Fallin was running ...
KOSU Radio

OK Gov. could advise Obama on jobs – unemployment rate 5.3 ...
By Editor

The two most bankrupt states in the union are long time Dem controlled California and Illinois. And

how about that utopian leftist dream city Detroit? DUH! Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin talks results. ...
USACTION NEWS
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ANOTHER GUTSY GOP GOVERNOR: OKLAHOMA'S GOV. MARY FALLIN
RESISTS ...
By Ruth King

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/aug/18/oklahomas-fallin-resists-obamacare/. Having

already rejected a multimillion-dollar federal grant because of a fear of entangling regulations,

Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin said in an interview ...
RUTHFULLY YOURS

Fallin On Fed Cuts
By GoJo Staff

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin(R) says she is concerned about how possible federal budget cuts

may effect her state when it comes to spending on the military and education. Fallin says she is

watching the work of the newly created select ...
Governors Journal

Oklahoma governor opposes 'Obamacare' | Women's Views on News
Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin has said she hopes to keep US President Obama's health care

law at bay while cultivating her state's own path to expanded insurance coverage.

Women's Views on News
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Oklahoma Governor To Resist 'Obamacare'
Personal Liberty Digest

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin has rejected the multimillion-dollar Federal grant that comes with

the acceptance of the Federal Health Plan, as she noted that accepting the money would lead to

entangling regulations, The Washington Times reported. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Fallin appoints Judge Tom Thornbrugh to Appeals Court
Tulsa Beacon

Governor Mary Fallin has selected Judge Tom Thornbrugh of Tulsa to fill the vacancy on the

Oklahoma Court of Civil Appeals District Three. Since 1997, Thornbrugh has served as district

court judge for the 14th Judicial District and currently serves as ...
See all stories on this topic »

Officials debate health-care costs
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin's most notable stumble in her first year in office. A health insurance exchange is a

network - principally engineered through the Internet - that allows customers seeking insurance to

compare prices and coverage and make purchases. ...
See all stories on this topic »

145000 E-mails to Oklahoma Leaders: Tell Sally Kern Her Bigotry is

Unacceptable
Human Rights Campaign Back Story

By Dan Rafter In the past eight hours alone, HRC members and supporters have

generated 145000 emails to Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin and state legislative

leaders calling on them to denounce State Rep. Sally Kern's dangerous anti-LGBT

remarks. ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Teacher retirement
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin addressing the pension fund's unfunded liability." House Bill 2132, authored by House

Speaker Kris Steele and Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman, ensured that cost-of-living

adjustments would not be given without a dedicated funding ...
See all stories on this topic »

Physician shortage contributes to looming health-care crisis
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin earlier this year to return $54 million in federal money meant to help the state set up a

health insurance exchange, which is a website to help consumers comparison shop for insurance.

"I am absolutely astounded that in a state with the ...
See all stories on this topic »
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin to announce plan to reduce bad bridges
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin and state transportation officials plan to announce Monday an "aggressive plan" to

dramatically reduce structurally deficient highway bridges. The plan will take Oklahoma from its

place near the bottom of national "bad bridges" lists and ...
See all stories on this topic »

Network connects doctors, patients
Tulsa World

Mary Fallin returned a $54 million grant that would have helped establish a health insurance

exchange, which is a website for consumers to compare insurance plans. Fallin said the state

shouldn't accept the money because it was a part of federal ...
See all stories on this topic »

This as-it-happens Google Alert is brought to you by Google.

Delete this alert.

Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

24084

mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/articlepath.aspx%3Farticleid%3D20111003_11_A1_GvayFl3621&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoATAAOABA0vGl9ARIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&usg=AFQjCNGLZdPeGF5QjqskLSlnpTDTjjkZHA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/articlepath.aspx%3Farticleid%3D20111003_11_A1_GvayFl3621&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoATAAOABA0vGl9ARIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&usg=AFQjCNGLZdPeGF5QjqskLSlnpTDTjjkZHA
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://news.google.com/news/story%3Fncl%3Dhttp://www.tulsaworld.com/site/articlepath.aspx%253Farticleid%253D20111003_11_A1_GvayFl3621%26hl%3Den%26geo%3Dus&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoBjAAOABA0vGl9ARIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&usg=AFQjCNELEMdo9ixmgXEEyqnYvJ-ptRDa4w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/articlepath.aspx%3Farticleid%3D20111003_17_A12_CUTLIN387755&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoATABOAFA0vGl9ARIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&usg=AFQjCNF0mDdl8D4Uz54DFgP9ML2l3rg0lg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://news.google.com/news/story%3Fncl%3Dhttp://www.tulsaworld.com/site/articlepath.aspx%253Farticleid%253D20111003_17_A12_CUTLIN387755%26hl%3Den%26geo%3Dus&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoBjABOAFA0vGl9ARIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&usg=AFQjCNFQObgeOkn3NDBwlCeNOgVkwvomyQ
http://www.google.com/alerts/remove?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&s=AB2Xq4gm95Ri8fGW2qzkFlKlAZXRCycnNAx_uGI&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&cad=CAcQARgBQNLxpfQESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&cad=CAcQARgBQNLxpfQESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/manage?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=QLJ6RwJEt60&cad=CAcQARgBQNLxpfQESAE


From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Monday, November 14, 2011 3:31:24 PM

News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Fallin, other governors share economic development strategies
Tulsa World

Dave Heineman of Nebraska, Haley Barbour of Mississippi and Mary Fallin of Oklahoma. The

Republican governors said states can help lure businesses by reducing workers' compensation

obligations, making regulations less onerous and limiting damages from ...
See all stories on this topic »

GOVERNOR RESPONDS TO OBAMACARE
KOKC

(Oklahoma City, OK) -- Governor Mary Fallin supports a US Supreme Court decision to hear

arguments in Oklahoma's case against the new federal health care law. Fallin called the law

"unconstitutional and unaffordable." Oklahoma joined 25 other states in ...
See all stories on this topic »
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Blogs 4 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Rep. Josh Cockroft: Governor Mary Fallin Statement Regarding ...
By Rep. Josh Cockroft

OKLAHOMA CITY – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement on the

U.S. Supreme Court's decision to hear arguments on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Act (PPACA), President Obama's controversial ...
Rep. Josh Cockroft

Tort Reform Boosted Mississippi Job-Creation, Barbour Tells ...
By Mike Morrow

Mary Fallin at the Loews Vanderbilt Hotel to talk about job creation. All four are Republicans. They

engaged in considerable discussion about the potential of small businesses and the need to help

them grow. They talked about logistics and ...
Tennessee Report

Oklahoma Governor Hopes Supreme Court Strikes Down Health ...
By Associated Press

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin issued a statement Monday morning calling the law

unconstitutional and unaffordable.

NEWS ON 6 - News

Oklahoma Watch: Law increases inmate release eligibility
Avalon Correctional Services, the largest for-profit provider of halfway-house beds for Oklahoma

inmates, met several times in recent months with officials at the Department of Corrections and in

Gov. Mary Fallin's office, as well as with House ...
Oklahoma Watch
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News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Okla. Proclaims November Marine Month
Military.com

Mary Fallin, Governor of Oklahoma, proclaim November as Marine Month in the Blue Room at the

Oklahoma State Capitol building here, Nov. 9. Fallin made the proclamation in honor of the Marine

Corps birthday, Nov. 10, 1775, and in honor of the men and ...
See all stories on this topic »

Legislative panel chief: Oklahoma should do minimum to comply with federal ...
The Republic

Mary Fallin, campaigned last year on opposing what they describe as "Obamacare." Fallin herself

has said she hopes the federal health care law is repealed by Congress and has joined with

Attorney General Scott Pruitt in a lawsuit that contends the law ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 5:01:03 PM

News 1 new result for Mary Fallin

 

Oklahoma Committee Still Uncertain on Health Insurance Exchange
Becker's ASC Review

Mary Fallin caused some controversy by rejecting a $54 million federal grant that would have

funded the implementation of an exchange — money that she had previously accepted. Under the

federal healthcare reform law, states must implement insurance ...
See all stories on this topic »

Tip: Use quotes ("like this") around a set of words in your query to match them exactly. Learn more.

Delete this alert.

Create another alert.

Manage your alerts.

24088

mailto:googlealerts-noreply@google.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.beckersasc.com/asc-coding-billing-and-collections/oklahoma-committee-still-uncertain-on-health-insurance-exchange.html&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoATAAOABArYGR9gRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ocXQIGR5Qms&usg=AFQjCNGTFT8O4jp0LKw8KxOs0zrcdFHkRw
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://news.google.com/news/story%3Fncl%3Dhttp://www.beckersasc.com/asc-coding-billing-and-collections/oklahoma-committee-still-uncertain-on-health-insurance-exchange.html%26hl%3Den%26geo%3Dus&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgBIAAoBjAAOABArYGR9gRIAVAAWABiBWVuLVVT&cd=ocXQIGR5Qms&usg=AFQjCNFreUdyGUbKCO8kfIPwXPmgv_oQDw
http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=136861&hl=en&source=alertsmail&cd=ocXQIGR5Qms&cad=CAcQARgBQK2BkfYESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/remove?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&s=AB2Xq4gm95Ri8fGW2qzkFlKlAZXRCycnNAx_uGI&cd=ocXQIGR5Qms&cad=CAcQARgBQK2BkfYESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=ocXQIGR5Qms&cad=CAcQARgBQK2BkfYESAE
http://www.google.com/alerts/manage?hl=en&gl=us&source=alertsmail&cd=ocXQIGR5Qms&cad=CAcQARgBQK2BkfYESAE


From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Sunday, December 11, 2011 1:11:24 AM

News 3 new results for Mary Fallin

 

OU and First Fidelity Bank celebrate $1 million donation
Norman Transcript

Mary Fallin was present to see and hear her son Price Fallin give his presentation as vice

president of finance for the Sooner Swag Flag operation. “It's exciting for me to be here,” she said.

“I'ma mom first and governor second. I'm very proud of him. ...
See all stories on this topic »

Unload unneeded state land
NewsOK.com

In dealings with certain state agencies I've discovered a “hoarding” philosophy on unneeded

unimproved land and I hope The Oklahoman, Gov. Mary Fallin's office and the Legislature will

assess that situation equally.

See all stories on this topic »

State-crafted health exchange would beat having feds decide
NewsOK.com

Mary Fallin, was jettisoned after some senators protested. Red tape was a concern, but the idea

of accepting the federal grant to set up the exchange was portrayed by some as equal to endorsing

Obamacare. The grant was returned and the exchange idea ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Mary Fallin
Date: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 2:26:33 PM

News 2 new results for Mary Fallin

 

Governor names native American liaison
Tulsa World

OKLAHOMA CITY -- Gov. Mary Fallin on Tuesday named Jacque Secondine Hensley of Tulsa as

her native American liaison.

See all stories on this topic »

People Rally Against PPACA at State Capitol
KTUL (blog)

Speakers encouraged those in attendance to contact Governor Mary Fallin and their local

representatives to voice their opposition. The PPACA mandates that individuals not covered by

employer- or government-sponsored insurance plans to have minimal ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: Google Alerts
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Google Alert - Kris Steele Oklahoma Speaker
Date: Saturday, March 10, 2012 9:13:17 AM

News 1 new result for Kris Steele Oklahoma Speaker

 

Oklahoma leaders shelve plan for insurance exchange
Durant Daily Democrat

by Sean Murphy, AP OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Oklahoma legislative leaders said Thursday they

are shelving a plan to comply with the new federal health care law by setting up a state health

insurance exchange. In a joint statement, House Speaker Kris Steele ...
See all stories on this topic »
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From: RGPPC
To: RGPPC
Subject: GOP Govs Unveil 7 Principles of Real Health Reform
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2012 11:30:54 AM

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-8389
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
GOP Governors Unveil 7 Principles of Real Health Reform

 
The Republican Governors Association unveiled 7 principles for real health care reform today
in an op-ed by RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell published by Politico and at an event with
Utah Governor Gary Herbert and the American Action Forum. 
 
The governors’ efforts build upon the 31 detailed solutions for Medicaid reform released by
the RGA last August, and the governors will use the principles outlined below as a guide as
they produce a blueprint for comprehensive reform to be released this summer.
 
A copy of the op-ed is below:
 

7 principles of health reform

Two years ago this week — after backroom deals and over the objection of many governors —
the misnamed Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act became law.
 
Now, though the Obama administration has issued 10,000 pages of regulations since Democrats
in Congress passed the more than 2,000-page behemoth, the law still does little to protect
patients and is unlikely to make care more affordable.
 
In fact, it’s doing the opposite.
 
It adds to the nation’s unsustainable debt, and its projected costs have nearly doubled.
 
It has failed to rein in rising health care costs. Despite President Barack Obama’s pledge to
reduce premiums by $2,000 for a typical family, premiums are up. The general population is
simply no closer to affordable, quality health care coverage than it was two years ago.
 
The basic way that “Obamacare” seeks to expand coverage is by increasing the number of people
eligible for Medicaid. This is not reform. It is just an expansion of the welfare state by the federal
government, which can’t afford it, largely on the backs of the states, which also can’t afford it.
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Because “Obamacare” essentially unraveled the partnership of the states and federal government
to deliver health care to the poor, Republican governors last August offered 31
recommendations to bring Medicaid into the 21st century.
 
This plan was developed to give states greater flexibility, spur innovation, encourage
accountability and reducecosts for states and the federal government.
 
As the need for the Supreme Court to rule this health care law unconstitutional becomes clearer,
Republican governors are taking the next step — creating a menu of recommendations for
comprehensive, sustainable health care reform. The governors’ blueprint, due to be completed
this summer, has seven guiding principles.
 

1. Health care reform should emphasize health: Health and well-being are
determined by more than health services used. Employment, education and personal
choices influence the health of each American. Unfortunately, the health care law
undermines employment and limits personal choice. Meaningful reform should
emphasize health by expanding economic opportunity and aligning incentives for
Americans to make healthier personal choices that can drive improvements throughout
the health care system.

 

2. Responsibility is best fostered through individual incentives and not an
oppressive federal mandate that violates the economic freedoms of Americans:
Americans should be in control of their health and the decisions regarding their care.
Individuals and families, not governments, are best able to decide the right course of
action, which is why price and quality transparency are essential to meaningful reform.

 

3. Health care reform should enable Medicaid to restore and maintain the
economic independence as well as health status of the neediest Americans:
Medicaid should be a bridge, not a barrier, to independence. Public assistance programs
should be designed to offer support for disabled Americans and help individuals return
to or maintain economic independence as well as health status.

 

4. Health care reform should increase design flexibility in Medicaid and the
private insurance market to improve coverage choices: Increasing design flexibility in
Medicaid and the private insurance market will strengthen access to care for patients,
reduce the regulatory burden that increases the cost of care and lead to innovative
programs.

 

5. Health care reform should align delivery system incentives to improve the value
of patient care: Delivery incentives should be aligned to focus on quality, value-based
and patient-centered programs that improve health — driving value over volume and
quality over quantity while containing costs.

 

6. Health care reform should foster state innovation to improve health care
systems: States are best able to make decisions about the design of their health care
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systems based on the needs, culture and values of their citizens. Reform should reduce
the federal disruption in state and local health care markets while increasing
accountability.

 

7. Health care reform should address unsustainable spending at the family, state
and federal levels to ease the debt burden that threatens our future: Families, states
and the federal government face a dangerous budgetary outlook made worse by this
health care law. The budget problem is spending; correcting it means empowering
individuals and fixing the Tax Code to remove hidden costs from the health care system.

 
These principles are not partisan. Nor should they be considered controversial. They are,
however, essential. Too often, Washington policymakers lose sight of what their goals should be
by focusing on process and the political implications of their decision making.
 
Republican governors look forward to replacing ”Obamacare” with legislation that will follow
these guiding principles to improve health outcomes and contain costs.
 
Gov. Bob McDonnell of Virginia is the chairman of the Republican Governors Association.
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: GOP Govs. Still Torn about State-Run Health Insurance Exchanges
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 8:27:50 AM

Trouble viewing this e-mail? View it in your browser.

Stateline Daily Edition

    
 November 16, 2012 Forward | Subscribe  

Republican Governors Still Torn about State-Run Health Insurance
Exchanges 
By Christine Vestal and Michael Ollove, Stateline Staff Writer

Only a few new states have opted to build and operate their own insurance
exchanges. More are taking a wait and see approach.
Full Story

Budget Cuts, Revenue Swings Await States In ‘Fiscal Cliff’ Drama 
By Jake Grovum, Stateline Staff Writer

State budgets and economies would be hit particularly hard by the automatic
tax increases and spending cuts caused by the looming “fiscal cliff,” if it’s not
averted, according to a new report by the Pew Center on the States’ Fiscal
Federalism Initiative, which explored how the fiscal cliff would affect states in a
number of ways.
Full Story

Courts Embrace Technology, Advocacy To Stay Afloat 
By Maggie Clark, Stateline Staff Writer

Investing in technology has helped state courts to better weather the recession,
according to a group of state chief justices, court administrators and legislators
who met in Washington, D.C. on Thursday. 
Full Story

US: GOP resists calls To retool message
Two weeks after their presidential election defeat, Republican Party leaders are
falling into roughly two camps as they struggle to explain what happened and
devise ways to broaden the party's base. Some top GOP officials worry their
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message is wrong for a rapidly diversifying population, and that fundamental
shifts in policy may be required. But the more dominant voice, and the one
gaining currency within the center of the party, says such drama isn't
necessary.
Full Story wsj.com

AL: Ala., Fla., Miss., Texas to share $1.2B from BP's Gulf Coast spill
fine
Two-and-a-half years after the nation’s worst environmental catastrophe killed
their sea life, stained their shores and slammed their economies, Gulf Coast
communities soon will start receiving billions in fine money levied against BP
for the massive 2010 oil spill.
Full Story montgomeryadvertiser.com

NJ: Cory Booker: Hurricane Sandy pushed back decision to run for
governor
Newark Mayor Cory Booker said Thursday night his decision on whether to run
for governor has been pushed back by Hurricane Sandy but vowed not to keep
Democrats waiting too much longer. 
Full Story nj.com

CO: Colorado and Washington now looking at DUI laws for stoned
driving
It's settled. Pot, at least certain amounts of it, will soon be legal under state
laws in Washington and Colorado. Now, officials in both states are trying to
figure out how to keep stoned drivers off the road.
Full Story dailycamera.com

MI: Michigan's affirmative action ban on university admissions is
struck down by federal appeals court
The state's constitutional amendment - Proposal 2 - is unconstitutional because
it "reorders the political process in Michigan to place special burdens on
minority interests," the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in an 8-7 vote.
Full Story mlive.com

US: Administration expected to release soon many new rules for
health law
With the national health law’s political future now entrenched, a deluge of new
rules is expected in the coming days and weeks as the Obama administration
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fleshes out the law’s complex components.
Full Story kaiserhealthnews.org

US: GOP governors back away from Romney remarks
A telling sign of their determination to change course was their swift
denunciation of the latest tone-deaf comments by Mitt Romney, who little more
than a week ago they were all trying to help elect president.
Full Story washingtonpost.com

US: Some Republican governors soften on taxes
Some Republican governors are softening on the party’s hard-line toward tax
increases for the wealthy, suggesting that GOP congressmen at least be open to
rate hikes in exchange for a comprehensive fiscal agreement on taxes and
entitlements. 
Full Story politico.com

NM: GOP wants ballots impounded in two New Mexico counties
Republicans have moved to impound ballots in two New Mexico counties where
the party continues to hold out hope of winning tight races for seats in the
Legislature.
Full Story santafenewmexican.com

NJ: Justices weigh future of affordable housing
In a hearing that lasted more than five hours before the New Jersey Supreme
Court on Wednesday, an argument over the future of affordable housing hinged
on whether the state could implement a new approach that relies on
development when calculating how much affordable housing a town is required
to have.
Full Story northjersey.com
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From: Travis Brauer
To: Travis Brauer
Subject: Gop press conf
Date: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 2:47:17 PM

Opening Statement by President Bingman:  We made tremendous progress last session that has helped
create a pro-growth and pro-jobs environment.  We are seeking a smaller, simpler and smarter
government while protecting our core services.  In order to move the state forward we must create
good jobs.

 

Sen. Brinkley on Jobs and Economy:

 Making Oklahoma a prosperous place is a top priority of the Senate GOPs and we have been presented
with a unique opportunity to achieve that goal, by taking a thoughtful and aggressive approach on
reduction of the state’s income tax.  We plan on broadening the tax base, while protecting the core gov.
services. 

Identify and eliminate ineffective tax credits. Will consider the recommendations made by the task
force. 

Reduce and repeal the burdensome state regulations which hurt job growth.  Will also oppose the
overreaching federal regulations.

The workers comp system has work that is not completed and we will continue to work on that.

Senator Ford on education:
1) We will honor our commitment to teachers that are National Board Certified by keeping the promises
we made to the teachers. It is important to have quality teachers in the classroom.

2) We will work on the quality of types of education while promoting greater parental choice in
education. With various types of educational alternatives being utilized we must make sure that the
different alternatives are the best product we can offer.

3) We must increase the number of well educated individuals with college degrees, advanced degrees,
and industrial certifications. We must make sure that students and families have the necessary
education to fill the jobs that will move the state forward.  

Senator Crain on Health and Human Services:

Senate GOP will continue to protect the quality of life for the unprotected. We will continue to protect
and advocate for the unborn. We also plan to address the challenges involved in reducing the infant
mortality rate.

The Senate GOP will also find solutions to address the shortage of doctors and health care professionals
in undeserved areas throughout Oklahoma.

Senate GOPs opposes ObamaCare (PPACA) but we recognize that it is the law of the land and we will
continue
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:05:02 PM
Attachments: 3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

All –
 
In a letter sent today to all Oklahoma state senators and representatives, Governor Mary Fallin
asked lawmakers to pass legislation (HB 2130) furthering the creation of an Oklahoma Health
Insurance Exchange. The letter (attached) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance
exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
The full text of the letter is below:
 
Dear Lawmaker,

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year
anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.

One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.
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Dear Lawmaker, 


 


As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 


President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 


legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 


harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 


and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  


 


As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 


legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 


my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 


encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 


House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 


White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 


have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 


dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 


 


I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 


come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 


and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 


find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  


 


One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-


based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 


While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 


which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  


 


Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 


designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 


own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 


powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 


 


As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 


2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on model legislation introduced by the 


conservative Heritage Foundation.  


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 


health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 


insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 


products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 


free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 


we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 


PPACA.  


 


If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 


those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 


state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 


develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 


for many years to come.  


 


For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 


Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  


 


As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 


the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 


overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 


the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 


seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 


Oklahoma and its citizens.  


 


For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 


Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin  


Governor 


Page 2 of 2 pages 
 







Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on model legislation introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by
public debt for many years to come.

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB
2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Gov Fallin asks lawmakers to support Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Date: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 4:05:03 PM
Attachments: 3-22-11 Governor Fallin letter to lawmakers.pdf

All –
 
In a letter sent today to all Oklahoma state senators and representatives, Governor Mary Fallin
asked lawmakers to pass legislation (HB 2130) furthering the creation of an Oklahoma Health
Insurance Exchange. The letter (attached) explains that an Oklahoma based health insurance
exchange:

-          Will help to avoid the forced implementation of a federal exchange run by the Obama
administration and  Washington, D.C.

-          Will be run using conservative, free market principles
-          Will empower consumers by providing them with more information and ultimately lower

health insurance costs in Oklahoma
 
The full text of the letter is below:
 
Dear Lawmaker,

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year
anniversary of the enactment of President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our legislators and the majority of our citizens
do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately harmful to our economy
and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration and
our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States
Congresswoman.

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is
either repealed by federal legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme
Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has my full support as they work towards the
former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and encouragement as he
leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White
House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and
have requested that the White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health
care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I have been proud to be part of a united conservative
front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most dangerous and
counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades.

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the
land for some time to come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to
actively assault both the rights of our citizens and the tenth amendment rights of our states.
For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to find new ways to prevent
a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.

One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to
implement an Oklahoma-based, free-market health insurance exchange so that
Washington does not force its own model on the state. While we have already begun to
create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, which
creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that
legislation.
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                                                                                March 22, 2011 


 


 


Dear Lawmaker, 


 


As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 


President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 


legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 


harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 


and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  


 


As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 


legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 


my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 


encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 


House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 


White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 


have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 


dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 


 


I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 


come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 


and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 


find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  


 


One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-


based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 


While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 


which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  


 


Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 


designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 


own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 


powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 


 


As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 


2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on model legislation introduced by the 


conservative Heritage Foundation.  


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 


health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 


insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 


products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 


free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 


we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 


PPACA.  


 


If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 


those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 


state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 


develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 


for many years to come.  


 


For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 


Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  


 


As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 


the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 


overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 


the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 


seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 


Oklahoma and its citizens.  


 


For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 


Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin  


Governor 
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Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin
establishing a federally designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states
except those that have begun implementing their own state-based exchanges. If we do not
develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be powerless to oppose the
creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma.

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been
a conservative idea. In 2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange
based on model legislation introduced by the conservative Heritage Foundation.

Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to
create will be an online health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing
vastly improved access to information on private insurance products and expanding the
purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance products will be sold
to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and
the free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to
force on us, the exchange we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to
the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the PPACA.

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the
results will be devastating for those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it
represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to
a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we develop here in
Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by
public debt for many years to come.

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB
2130 is a vote to leave Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by
ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of
our lawmakers, as well as the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the
federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it overturned or repealed. But I believe we
have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in the event the
federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal
government to seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something
unrecognizable and harmful to the state of Oklahoma and its citizens.

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market,
conservative exchange and defend Oklahoma against the federalization of our health
insurance by voting for HB 2130.
 
Sincerely,
 
Governor Mary Fallin
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Gov. Fallin please stand Steady against creating a State HealthCare Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:45:33 AM

Governor Fallin,

Please stand steady against creating a HealthCare Exchange for Oklahoma and turning medicare for the
state over to the federal system.   Personally I have already had my family insurance increase by 67%
from changes that had to be implemented because of the Affordable Health Care Act, and this is quite
significant being a single income family with the wage earner is completing a college degree.

I understand that standing against an exchange for the state and closing down the state's medicaid
program  would make the state give up $2 billion in federal dollars.  But if I'm correct aren't we taking
a billion dollars of our own tax money to match those funds?  If we weren't dependent on the
government for the medicaid funds, we could do a lot for our state with that $1 billion dollars in tax
revenue that was going to match federal dollars.  I understand that this would not be easy to go
against the federal government, but i am asking you to stand firm for our Oklahoma beliefs and the
futures of our children here in Oklahoma.

Ken Bittle
Resident of Edmond, OK
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: Gov. Fallin say NO
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:59:58 PM

Gov. Fallin, on behalf of my family (husband and sons and their families) we ask you to say NO to
getting involved in succumbing to the pressures of implementing Obamacare in our state. Please, stand
steady against creating a state exchange and consider turning Medicaid over to  the feds. Appreciatively,
Dr. Eddie and Mrs. Catherine White and family
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From: Vonda Harwell
To: Governor Info
Subject: Gov. Fallin
Date: Tuesday, August 09, 2011 12:46:35 PM

Governor Fallin:
 
You are doing a great job and we are proud to have you as our governor.  Please refuse President
Obama's child care grant--"Race to the Top" or "Race to the Cradle" as we call it, just like you refused
his Obamacare health grant.

It makes no sense to start a new government program--spending money we don't have--to separate

small children from their parents and transfer them to the bureaucratic arms of strangers.

Here's a better idea:  Let's allow parents to keep more of their own money so they can raise their own

children.  Let's give tax breaks to the most important "early childhood educators"--parents!!  Please

don't let President Obama take over child care like he took over health care.

Mrs. Vonda Harwell
Comanche, OK
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From: Stephen Hofer
To: Governor Info
Subject: Govenor, Please repeal Obamacare . We do not want it.
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:53:19 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,
Please , as other Govenors are doing like Sam Brownback reject and repeal
Obamacare for Oklahoma.
Thank You for your time and service to Oklahoma!
 
Stephen and Gina Hofer

Tulsa, Ok  74133
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From: GOVERNING
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: GOVERNING Data: Report Finds 21 States" Pension Systems Not Fiscally Sound
Date: Thursday, November 29, 2012 3:51:26 PM

Welcome to GOVERNING Data, our newest monthly
newsletter with the latest data releases, analysis and
graphics. This is the second of three preview
editions.

Confirm your free subscription here to continue to
receive the monthly newsletter.

Report: 21 States’ Pension Systems Not
Fiscally Sound  

State pension systems suffered a significant blow during the

recession, but it didn’t hit all  systems equally; some fared much

worse than others. A study by investment research firm

Morningstar, Inc., published earlier this week assesses the financial

health of each state system, highlighting a wide disparity in the

actuarial adequacy of funding levels.

An alarming number of funds face a steep uphill  climb in fully

funding their plans. The report found 21 states’ aggregate funded

ratios fell below 70 percent, which Morningstar considers the

threshold for “fiscally sound” systems. Illinois (43.4 percent),

Kentucky (50.5 percent) and Connecticut (53.4 percent) registered

the lowest funding levels of all funds examined.

Morningstar also appraised states’ fiscal health by calculating the

unfunded actuarial accrued liability per capita, approximating the

amount for which taxpayers would be on the hook if each had to

ante up to make the systems whole. By this measure, Alaska tops

all other states with an unfunded liability of $10,235 per resident for

its plans, followed by Illinois and Hawaii.

Other states have managed to largely shore up their funds. Eight

states recorded unfunded liabilities of less than $1,000 per capita,

while seven systems’ aggregate funding ratios exceeded 90

percent. The report lauded Wisconsin – with a 99.8 percent funded

ratio for its system -- as the nation’s strongest.

Read full story and view data for each state

Analysis: Redistricting Mostly Protected
Incumbents in Congressional Races
The 2012 elections – the first since redistricting – saw few

competitive House races in a year when the nation remained mostly

evenly split. Some incumbents benefited from high name

recognition and weak challengers. Others, though, had the scales

tipped in their favor when party officials drew new Congressional

Sponsor: GOVERNING

FEATURED DATA SETS

Economy and Finance
Most states won't be seeing much additional tax

revenue from Black Friday sales. View use tax

collections for each state.
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Track monthly changes in state and local

government employment with our chart of Labor

Department data.

Transportation 

Our interactive map shows changes in bicycle

commuting for more than 400 communities.
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View education levels for metro areas, as
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Our map shows how far along states are in
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Census
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maps intended to limit their vulnerability.

Only 64 of the 435 House races were decided within a 10

percentage-point margin, according to a Governing review of

elections data. Of all incumbents vying to retain their seats in the

general election, just 21 had been defeated as of Tuesday. In 2010,

79 House races had margins of victory less than 10 percent and 54

incumbents lost.

Read more and view partisan composition of states' members

ADVERTISEMENT
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Overcoming Challenges of Asset Management Amid
Declining Federal Budgets

Modern asset management solutions are often no longer

included in large program budgets and logistics

professionals and engineers at federal agencies are

being tasked to do more with less and extend the service

life of existing assets. Without the ability to piggy-back

modern asset management solutionson to large program

budgets, agencies must find other ways to modernize

their asset management solutions. Learn more.

OTHER HEADLINES
2012 Elections Leave Few State Legislatures with Split Control

Personal Incomes Rise in All Metro Areas, Most Counties

Unemployment Rates Drop in 37 States

Jobs Report: Public Sector Employment Drops Slightly After

Rebound

MAP OF THE MONTH: Personal Income Per Capita

 

Personal incomes rose in nearly all counties, but Great Plains

states registered the largest jumps in yearly per capita rates,

according to data released this week by the U.S. Bureau of

Economic Analysis. View a map with current and historical data for

each county.

MORE DATA: View a complete list of new databases, maps,

visualizations and other tools on the GOVERNING DATA

Safety and Justice
Eighteen states now have laws legalizing

marijuana in some form.

Environment
View top nuclear-producing states and countries.

UPCOMING RELEASES
 

Dec. 4: 2011 Annual Survey of State Government

Finances (Census)

Dec. 6: 2007-2011 American Community Survey

5-Year Estimates (Census)

Dec. 7: Monthly Jobs Report (BLS)

Dec. 18: Work Experience of Population (BLS)

Dec. 19: State Quarterly Personal Income, 1st

quarter, 2012-3rd quarter 2012 (BEA)

Dec. 21: Monthly Regional and State

Employment, Unemployment (BLS)

Dec. 27: Updated National and State Population

Estimates (Census)

DAILY DIGIT

6,968
Illinois has 6,968 units of local government, the

most of any state, followed by Pennsylvania and

Texas. View detailed totals for each state from the

2012 Census of Governments.

More Digits
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From: Terhune, Terry (GE Power & Water)
To: Governor Info
Subject: Governor Fallin letter for opposition to healthcare exchanges and medicaid expansions
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:37:38 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,
Two recent newspaper articles brought to our attention that your office may be considering
whether or not to establish some sort of insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma,
possibly a state-based insurance exchange or a federally-partnered insurance exchange.
Tulsa 9.12 Project stands with OK-SAFE opposing either option.
We contend that:

 Since you campaigned in 2010 against the implementation of the PPACA ("ObamaCare")
in the state of Oklahoma, and won on that platform;

 And since an insurance exchange is the cornerstone of the PPACA, and thereby will create
a system of "market-management" that is contrary to the free enterprise system;

 And since via SQ 756 the citizens of Oklahoma made clear their opposition to PPACA
with their 65% vote;

 And since the state legislature has twice been stymied by the people in its' attempt to
establish an insurance exchange;

 And since several incumbent Republicans drew primary opponents due to the attempt to
create such an exchange, causing many people to be disgusted with the Republican party;
 
We therefore demand that you make the obvious happen in Oklahoma.
Specifically, we expect Oklahoma's elected officials to demonstrate true leadership and
integrity by publicly announcing that there will be no health insurance exchange
created/established/implemented in the state of Oklahoma. Period.
Further, we agree with Sen. Tom Coburn's contention that there should be no further
expansion of Medicaid; we ask that you demonstrate fiscal responsibility by opposing such an
expansion in the state of Oklahoma.
With hopes that you do the right thing...
Sincerely,
 
Terry Terhune
 
Terry Terhune 
Account Manager
GE Power & Water  
Water & Process Technologies  

T +1 918 894 9227
E terry.terhune@ge.com 
www.ge.com/water 

5339 S Columbia Ave
Tulsa, OK, 74105, USA

GE imagination at work

Any non-public information in this e-mail must be kept confidential. This e-mail is not
intended to create legal obligations, and should not be understood as a representation,
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commitment, offer, admission or waiver. 
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From: Michael Rowland
To: Governor Info
Subject: Governor Fallin, from Tulsa Re; Obamacare for OK
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 7:08:22 PM

Governor,  about two-thirds of the Oklahoma voters went to the polls to vote
"NO!!!!" on what amounted to a referendum on Barack Hussein Obama's
leadership.   I have always backed you, in every way and appreciate the excellent
job you have done.  PLEASE fight Obamacare tooth and nail.   Oklahoma deserves
better than this totalitarian takeover of OUR healthcare.   Please reply... Thank You -
   Michael E. Rowland   Tulsa, OK
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From: Gay Joseph
To: Governor Info
Subject: Governor Fallin.
Date: Sunday, November 11, 2012 2:29:51 PM

Hi Governor,

I will make this brief.

1). What is Oklahoma doing to repeal Obamacare in our state?

2). Please follow the other states who are petitioning to remove the state from the federal government
before Obama destroys us.

Thank you! 

Ms Gay Joseph

Sent from my iPad
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From: Larry Evans
To: Governor Info
Subject: Governor Fallin"s Acceptance of Obamacare Funds to Implement Obamacare
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2011 4:32:48 PM

Dear Governor Fallin,
 
I am appalled at your acceptance of the $54 million in Obamacare funds to implement Obamacare. 
You ran last year against Obamacare.  The citizens of the State of Oklahoma vote 70% against
Obamacare last year.
 
Ernest Istook of the Heritage foundation stated this morning on KFAQ AM1170, Tulsa, that according
to the Obamacare law, acceptance of these funds ties the state to Obamacare.  Your decision to
accept this money has, in effect, nullified all our efforts (past, present, and future) to push back
against this law.
 
I plead with all my heart that you reconsider your decision and refuse this money and return any
money accepted to date.
 
Larry Evans

Tulsa, OK  74112
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Katie Altshuler
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43:37 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

Bcc: Patti Davis (davis@okoha.com); Lynne White (lwhite@okoha.com); (thompsont@oksenate.gov); atkins@oksenate.gov; "Chris Benge"; Gwendolyn
Caldwell; Jonathan Buxton; Matt Robison; Melissa.Houston@oag.ok.gov; Frank Stone; Mike Rhoads; Rick Farmer; "Tammie Kilpatrick";
Bev Binkowsk  "Otie Ann Fried"; "Chris Benge"; Sharon Caldwell ); Brett Robinson; Cabinet Members; Health
Care Reform; Heath Transition Working Group; OK Delegation Chiefs of Staff; OK Delegation Legislative Directors; (pat@ ; Cox-Kain
Julie; Cline  Dr.Terry L.; Brian Bingman; tw.shannon@okhouse.gov; Craig Perry; ClaytonTaylor t; ### Oklahoma House members; ###
Oklahoma Senate members; ### Oklahoma House members; ### Oklahoma House members; ### Oklahoma Senate members; ### Oklahoma
Senate members; Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup; Travis Brauer; Marcia Crawford; Kandi Batts; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Steve Mullins;
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Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
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meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878

 

From: Katie Altshuler
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43:36 AM
Attachments: PPACA Talking Points 1119.pdf

Sebelius Letter.pdf

 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end result
is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and lawmakers

across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand Medicaid in
Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the escalating
healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health outcomes in
a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations to

create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how much
flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be so in
name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of the
federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will continue
to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line
enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying workers
(those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their employees
should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma hospitals

when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s current DSH
payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it should
not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system into one
that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance market that is
focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by reducing

the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Diana Holland
To: Governor Info
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:40:42 PM

Governor Fallin,
I am completely opposed to the Obamacare plan that President Obama is trying to implement!
Thank you,
Diana Holland

http://www.ok.gov/triton/contact.php?ac=247&id=223

Sent from my iPhone
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary
Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov

(405) 522-8878
 

From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin"s Monthly Column
Date: Monday, February 07, 2011 2:31:29 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 7, 2011

Editor’s note:  This is the first in a regular series of columns from Governor Mary Fallin. They
will be offered monthly and delivered on the first Monday of each month.

Governor Mary Fallin’s Monthly Column
“Oklahoma’s Path to Prosperity”

By Governor Mary Fallin

Earlier this week, I delivered my first State of the State address as the 2011 legislative session
convened.  I also delivered to the Legislature a responsible executive budget that strikes a
balance between achieving savings through streamlining government services and pursuing
necessary budget cuts.

All state agencies must make shared sacrifices this year – there’s no way around it.  Our
government cannot spend money it does not have.  But while every agency will be cut, my
budget proposes lesser cuts to priorities like health and human services, education and public
safety in order to preserve vital services for all Oklahomans. 

Cutting government spending this year is just a start. I am also proposing a long-term plan, a
path to prosperity, for the state of Oklahoma. It includes important job-creating reforms to our
legal system, government spending, education and health care.   

In the following weeks and months ahead, I will work with the Legislature to pursue pro-growth
policies like workers’ compensation reform and lawsuit reform.  Tackling these two issues will
lessen the burden on businesses in Oklahoma while attracting more investment in our state.
Those efforts, combined with a reexamination of our tax code and our systems of rules and
regulations, will ultimately help to bring more and better jobs to the state of Oklahoma.

My budget also lays out a series of reforms that allows our state government to utilize new
technology to save money while increasing efficiency.  For instance, if we move state
government from paper to electronic billing services, we’ll save around $3 million annually.

I have also named education reform a priority, so our children are better equipped to compete in
the 21st century global economy. Nothing is more important to Oklahoma’s long-term prosperity
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than making sure our children are well educated. That will require cutting down on
administrative overhead to get more money into classrooms. It will mean holding teachers and
administrators accountable and rewarding them for high performance.  And it will involve
partnering with the private sector to support innovation in our public school system. There’s a
lot of work to be done, but I am committed to raising the bar on education in Oklahoma, just as
I know the new state schools superintendent, secretary of education and the Legislature are.

Finally, our state cannot be successful if we remain in poor health.  Sadly, Oklahoma ranks near
the bottom in most major measures of health, from obesity to heart disease and diabetes.  The
cost in lives and in dollars, along with the loss of worker productivity, is too great for the state
to stay our current course.

That’s why I’m working with legislators to pursue local, state-based solutions – not one-size-
fits-all federal interventions like Obamacare – that lower the cost of health insurance by
increasing choice and market-based competition while lowering legal expenses. We’ll also
encourage schools, businesses and local neighborhoods to voluntarily offer health living
incentives that will put us on a path toward greater health and prosperity.

We face some tough challenges ahead of us, but we have emerged before from tough times in
the past and become a stronger and more resilient state.  I am optimistic that if we all work
together – my administration, lawmakers, businesses and families – we can emerge from this
recession as a stronger, healthier and more prosperous Oklahoma. 

###
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Governors preview their 2012 priorities
Date: Friday, December 30, 2011 8:40:14 AM

Friday, December 30, 2011

STATELINE
REPORTING

Governors preview their 2012 priorities 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: From a constitutional amendment to expand gambling in Kentucky to creation of a health

insurance exchange in Idaho, some governors are not waiting until  2012 to declare their agendas.

 
Study: Medical homes saved North Carolina nearly $1 billion 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

HEALTH BEAT: The use of medical homes— a method of coordinating medical services that relies on

primary care physicians to manage patients’ care — is gaining momentum across the country. The national

health law encourages it. But until  recently, few studies have documented how much it can reduce costs.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

CA: Federal judge blocks Calif. low-carbon fuels rule
By The Associated Press, USA Today
FRESNO, Calif. -- A federal judge moved Thursday to block California from enforcing its first-in-the-nation

mandate for cleaner, low-carbon fuels, saying the rules favor biofuels produced in the state.

OR: Commission on Public Safety urges overhaul of Oregon
sentences
By Les Zaitz, The Oregonian (Portland)
The state commission examining Oregon's justice system Thursday recommended an overhaul of the

state's sentencing laws, increased spending to drive down recidivism, and improved programs to care for

crime victims.

ID: Otter- Idaho must act to 'minimize the federal government's
footprint' on health care 
By Kevin Richert, The Idaho Statesman (Boise)
Gov. Butch Otter fired an early shot Thursday in what could be the biggest debate of the 2012 legislative

session. Otter sent out a guest opinion arguing for a state health care exchange — a service that would
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allow individuals and small businesses to shop for health insurance.

IL: Blagojevich No. 1 Illinois story of 2011
By The Associated Press, Northwest Indiana Times (Munster)
Rod Blagojevich may be bound for prison, where his name will eventually fade from the headlines, but the

spotlight-loving former governor may take a kind of solace in knowing he tops The Associated Press' list of

Illinois news stories for 2011.

KS: Brownback's Medicaid plan sparks uncertainty, as well as hope
By John Hanna, The Associated Press, The Lawrence Journal-World
Prompted by rising costs that squeeze the state budget, Kansas plans to overhaul its Medicaid program —

something that makes advocates for the needy and health care providers nervous as Gov. Sam

Brownback's administration looks for savings.

KY:  Governor pushes top priorities 
By Andrew Robinson, Bowling Green Daily News
A constitutional amendment allowing expanded gambling, securing a two-year budget and raising the high

school dropout age to 18 are among Gov. Steve Beshear's top priorities in the upcoming session of the

General Assembly, Beshear told reporters Wednesday in a teleconference.

VA: Virginia Gov. McDonnell signs stricter abortion clinic rules
By Laura Vozzella, The Washington Post
Virginia Gov. Robert F. McDonnell has signed off on new state rules to regulate abortion clinics like

hospitals. The new regulations, which abortion-rights groups have said could shut down many of the state's

clinics, took effect immediately.

NJ: During radio appearances, Christie says 2012 focus will be on
education
By Megan DeMarco, The Star-Ledger (Newark)
Gov. Chris Christie continued his push to end unused sick-time payouts for public workers and looked

ahead to his education agenda during a round of radio appearances this morning.

NH: Bishop hopes Legislature will restore marriage definition
By Kathryn Marchocki, The Union Leader (Manchester)
The spiritual leader of the state's nearly 288,000 Roman Catholics said Thursday he hopes state

lawmakers will help restore the traditional place of marriage and the family as the foundations of society by

repealing same-sex marriage in 2012.

MA: Beacon Hill bracing for another tight Mass. budget
By The Associated Press, Boston Herald
The week between Christmas and New Year's Day is typically one of the quietest on Beacon Hill, but this

year, as in the recent past, it's just the calm before the fiscal storm. First into the breach is Gov. Deval

Patrick. The administration is scrambling to put the finishing touches on Patrick's version of the state budget

for the fiscal year that begins July 1.

VT: Proposed rule would allow police to plant tracking devices
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By Mike Donoghue, Burlington Free Press
A Vermont Supreme Court committee is proposing a rule that would authorize law enforcement officials to

break into private residences, businesses and other premises to place tracking devices. Committee

members also are planning to look broadly at how warrants are handled across the state.
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From: Democratic Headquarters
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: Grab one of these (it"s free):
Date: Saturday, November 24, 2012 2:53:35 PM

Hi Tonda --

We just wanted to say thank you for all of your support, so we’re giving away as
many I Love Obamacare stickers as we can before supplies run out.

Want one for yourself? Want to give one to a friend?

Just click here and we’ll send you a sticker in the
mail: http://dccc.org/Free-Sticker

Click here for a free sticker

We’re not sure how long supplies will last, so click here to get one before we run
out:

http://dccc.org/Free-Sticker

Thanks again for your support!

Democrats 2012

P.S. Already have one? Forward this email to a friend so they can get their free
sticker too!
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Denise Northrup
Cc: Monica Houston; Tammie Wright; Dana Wolpert; Governor Fallin Press
Subject: Greta
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 4:52:16 PM

Do we want to get GMF on “On the Record” with Greta at 9 PM tomorrow. Would be filmed LIVE,
remotely from a studio like the one on Hudiburg … topic would be the health insurance exchange
decision.
Would realistically be an 8:30 PM to 10:00 PM commitment because we wont know what part of the
show we’ll be on until tomorrow afternoon
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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To: Oklahoma State Representatives  

From: Governor Mary Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak 

 Dear Representative,    

We would like to make you aware of the extraordinary opportunity Oklahoma has to be a 

national leader in designing and implementing a conservative, free-market based health insurance 

exchange.  

            As you know, the idea of an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one. In 2009, 

the legislature passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where 

consumers could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online location.  

As mentioned in the State of the State address, our goal is to create an insurance exchange 

where small businesses and individuals can pool their money to expand their purchasing power, 

increase competition and ultimately reduce costs.  Our vision is to protect consumers and guarantee the 

role of licensed agents and brokers.   Therefore, we are asking for your support for HB 2130, which 

establishes a governance structure for an Oklahoma Exchange. 

We believe the creation of this Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange represents a great 

opportunity for our state to develop a national model for providing citizens with quality private health 

insurance. I also believe it represents an important opportunity for conservative policymakers to offer a 

positive agenda for Oklahoma families.   

The Commissioner and I strongly oppose ObamaCare and will continue to work to have it 

overturned. We are proud to stand with General Scott Pruitt and his efforts to have this law ruled 

unconstitutional.  This is now our opportunity to stand up for our 10
th

 amendment rights and create an 

Oklahoma based free-market exchange.   

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where costs are 

reduced, where insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs and where all 

insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is the exchange that my 

administration, the Insurance Commissioner, the Speaker, the Pro Tem, and others are dedicated to 

creating. We look forward to working with all stakeholders on the legislation to ensure everyone is 

represented appropriately.   We hope you are as excited by this opportunity as we are.  
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From: Jack Rawlins
To: David Myers
Cc: Steve Vaughan; Governor Info
Subject: HB 2130
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2011 9:41:21 PM

Dear Senator Myers

We are writing to urge you to oppose HB 2130 which, as we understand it, is the 
enabling legislation for the creation of an Oklahoma Health Insurance exchange 
funded with bankrupt federal dollars. The exchange is but the tip of the iceberg. But, 
if insurance exchanges were such a good idea, they would have been set up long 
ago in the private sector. Granted there is not incentive for a "major" to do so, but 
then in the auto industry you've got companies now that purport to give you 
everyone else's quotes and then theirs. If they use honest figures (which can be 
confirmed), then what is the difference between that and a government imposed 
exchanged. Therein lies our complete and total objection to this. We KNOW that 
with government involvement comes regulation and controls. We don't care what the 
rational is from the start that is where this is headed. We agree there may be some 
that do not have health insurance and in some cases some type of remedy may 
need to be reached. But no system is going to provide for everyone and extending 
government intervention in this market place threatens to  overhaul the best health 
care system the world has ever known.

There are no alternatives or middle road to this. We need men of the stature of a 
Scott Walker to stand against this type of folly!

Jack & Pam Rawlins 

Ponca City, Ok 74604
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SPEAKER: 

CHAIR: 

HB2026 FULLPCS I Kris Steele-SAB 
212312009 4:47:37 pm 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

State of Oklahoma 

I move to amend HB2026 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--,-~~~~~ 

Of the printed Bill 
Page Section Lines 

Of the Engrossed Bill 

By striking the Title, the Enacting Clause, the entire bill, and by 
inserting in lieu thereof the following language: 

AMEND TITLE TO CONFORM TO AMENDMENTS 

Amendment submitted by: Kris Steele 
'dopted: 

Reading Clerk 
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1 SECTION 1. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified 

2 in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 4901 of Title 63, unless there 

3 is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

4 This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Health Care for 

5 Oklahomans Act". 

6 SECTION 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified 

7 in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 4902 of Title 63, unless there 

8 is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

9 The Oklahoma Health Care Authority in collaboration with the 

10 Insurance Department shall establish the Health Care for the 

11 uninsured Board (HUB). The HUB shall: 

12 1. Review and establish a system of certification for insurance 

programs offered in this state to be recommended by the HUB; 

14 2. Establish a system of counseling, for those individuals who 

15 are without health insurance and are not on Medicaid, that includes 

16 but is not limited to: 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

a. 

b. 

c. 

educating consumers about insurance programs certified 

by the state in accordance with this section, 

aiding consumers in choosing policies that cover 

medically necessary services for that consumer, and 

educating consumers on how to utilize primary and 

22 preventative care in order to reduce the unnecessary 

23 utilization of services by the consumer; and 
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1 1. "Health carrier" means any entity or insurer authorized 

2 under Title 36 of the Oklahoma Statutes to provide accident or 

3 health insurance or health benefits in this state and any entity or 

4 person engaged in the business of making contracts of accident or 

5 health insurance; 

6 2. "Standard health benefit plan" means an accident or health 

7 insurance policy that does not of fer or provide state-mandated 

8 health benefits but that provides creditable coverage and is issued 

9 to an individual under forty (40) years of age; and 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

3 . a. 

b. 

"State-mandated health benefits" means coverage for 

health care services or benefits, required by state 

law or state regulations, requiring the reimbursement 

or utilization related to a specific illness, injury, 

or condition of the covered person, including those 

provisions listed in Sections 6060 through 6060.11 of 

Title 36 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

"State-mandated health benefits" does not mean those 

benefits found in Sections 4401 through 4411 and 4501 

through 4513 of Title 36 of the Oklahoma Statutes. 

20 B. 1. A health carrier may offer one or more standard health 

21 benefit plans to individuals under forty (40) years of age. 

22 2. Each application and health benefit plan issued pursuant to 

23 this section shall contain the following language at the beginning 

of the document in bold type: 
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1 2. Upon request of the Insurance Commissioner, provide the 

2 signed disclosure statement to the Oklahoma Insurance Department. 

3 E. An insurer that offers one or more standard health benefit 

4 plans as provided in this section shall also offer at least one 

5 accident or health insurance policy with state-mandated health 

6 benefits that is otherwise authorized by Title 36 of the Oklahoma 

7 Statutes. 

8 F. A health carrier shall file, for informational purposes 

9 only, with the Oklahoma Insurance Department the rates to be used 

10 with a standard health benefit plan. 

11 G. The Insurance Commissioner shall adopt rules necessary to 

12 implement the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 5. AMENDATORY 56 o.s. 2001, Section 1010.1, as 

14 last amended by Section 1, Chapter 412, O.S.L. 2008 (56 O.S. Supp. 

15 2008, Section 1010.1), is amended to read as follows: 

16 Section 1010.1 A. Sections Section 1010.1 et seq. of this 

17 title shall be known and may be cited as the "Oklahoma Medicaid 

18 Program Reform Act of 2003". 

19 B. Recognizing that many Oklahomans do not have health care 

20 benefits or health care coverage, that many small businesses cannot 

21 afford to provide health care benefits to their employees, and that, 

22 under federal law, barriers exist to providing Medicaid benefits to 

23 the uninsured, the Oklahoma Legislature hereby establishes 

provisions to lower the number of uninsured, assist businesses in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

d. 

Premium Assistance Program is not consuming more than 

seventy-five percent (75%) of its dedicated source of 

funding, then the program will be expanded to include 

parents of children eligible for Medicaid, and 

develop flexible health care benefit packages based 

upon patient need and cost. 

7 2. The Authority may phase in any waiver or waivers it receives 

8 based upon available funding. 

9 3. The Authority is authorized to develop and implement a 

10 premium assistance plan to assist small businesses and/or their 

11 eligible employees to purchase employer-sponsored insurance or "buy-

12 in• to a state-sponsored benefit plan. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

4. a. The Authority is authorized to seek from the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services any waivers or amendments 

to existing waivers necessary to accomplish an expansion 

of the premium assistance program to: 

( 1) 

( 2) 

include for-profit employers with two hundred fifty 

employees or less up to any level supported by 

existing funding resourcesT~ and 

include not-for-profit employers with five hundred 

employees or less up to any level supported by 

existing funding resources. 

b. Foster parents employed by employers with greater than 

two hundred fifty employees shall be exempt from the 
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1 2. The fund shall be a continuing fund, not subject to fiscal 

2 year limitations, and shall consist of: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

a. 

b. 

c. 

all monies received by the Authority pursuant to this 

section and otherwise specified or authorized by law, 

monies received by the Authority due to federal 

financial participation pursuant to Title XIX of the 

Social Security Act, and 

interest attributable to investment of money in the 

fund. 

10 3. All monies accruing to the credit of the fund are hereby 

11 appropriated and shall be budgeted and expended by the Authority to 

12 implement a premium assistance plan, unless otherwise provided by 

law. 

14 SECTION 6. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified 

15 in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 2358.8 of Title 68, unless there 

16 is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

17 A. As used in this section, "Section 125 plan" means a separate 

18 written plan, maintained by an employer for employees, that meets 

19 the specific requirements and regulations of Section 125 of the 

20 Internal Revenue Code. 

21 B. For tax years beginning after December 31, 2009, there shall 

22 be allowed against the tax imposed by Section 2355 of Title 68 of 

23 the Oklahoma Statutes, a credit for employers that participate in 
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From: Keith Sanders
To: Governor Info
Subject: HB2130
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 9:38:51 AM

Dear Governor Fallin,

I believe that OK-SAFE got it right when it said "Most, if not all, of the
current crop of OK Republicans campaigned in 2010 against what the
public often calls “ObamaCare” (the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, or PPACA).  Oklahomans opposed this bill in its entirety, not just the
individual mandate. That opposition included the development of state-run
exchanges."

The Republican party's total domination of the legislature has, so far, been
underwhelming as their major contribution has been more government
with the astounding number of bills introduced  And now you have
contributed to that disappointment with your support of HB2130.  So far,
our party has done little to justify the confidence that the voters of
Oklahoma gave us in 2010.  Tough issues define our leaders and we are
not performing well!

Very respectfully,

Keith Sanders
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From: Susan Thomas
To: Governor Info
Subject: Health Care Exchange coverage
Date: Friday, March 25, 2011 9:50:31 AM

Dear Governor Fallin:

My husband and I, lifelong Republicans, support the 2010 Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act of 2010, mostly because it addresses our primary health insurance

concern: the pre-existing condition clause. We formed a business partnership to do our

work (which could just as easily be done as individuals--we write on a contract basis for

ThomsonReuters legal publishing) for the sole purpose of being able to purchase group

health insurance. My family, and many thousands like us in Oklahoma, are precluded from

participating in the health exchange program you are planning due to health conditions. 

We are a 2-person company, buying insurance through the Tulsa Chamber. My husband

will be eligible for Medicare several years before I will. And if anything should happen to

either of us now, the other would be unable to buy health insurance as an individual.

What is your plan for us? The high risk pool isn't really a solution for us, because it saves

very little money over what we have now and would provide inadequate coverage. It's not

as though we think Obamacare is perfect, but it looks to us like a step in the right

direction.

Thank you for considering my question.

Susan Thomas
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Heath Care Seminar, The Heritage Foundation, Washington D.C., April 12' 11
, 2010 

Notes compiled by Rep. Mark McCullough 

Dr. Robert Moffit, Head of Heath Care Policy, Heritage 
This will be a long, contentious implementation process. The opportunity is to re-frame the 
debate as regards the basic relationship between the state and its citizens as to health care. 

The key point that has been washed out is that there is a real separation between the States and 
the Fed as to enumerated powers. The states must take a leadership role in the next 8 years to 
shape the debate and the implementation of whatever health system ends up evolving. We need 
to make sure we aggressively look to the interests of our constituents. 

Sen Orrin Hatch, Utah 
Utah is a shining example of why the States should be put in charge of developing health care 
policy and not the Fed. 

We have never seen anything like what we are dealing with right now in our history. The line 
between the public and private sector has never been more blutTed. The 10 year fiscal outlook is 
bleak. Largest national debt since 1945. We are looking at debt reaching 90% of GDP by 2020. 

Majority of Americans know that that this bill will increase costs and deficits and that is reflected 
consistently in public opinion. 

Most major spending provision in this bill don't kick in until after the 2014 presidential election. 
The 10 year cost of this bill is estimated at 2.5 trillion dollars. 

Democrat experts at CBO: The key point is that any saving in this bill are one time savings that 
cannot be repeated. 

Utah's Medicaid costs will increase by 50%. 

He believes that the individual mandate is unconstitutional. The Constitution allows the 
Congress to regulate interstate commerce, but the Courts have never ratified that Congress can 
require participation in commerce. If this is allowed, then there is no limit to Congress' powers. 
Liberty itself is what is at stake. A liberal constitutional scholar, Jonathan Turley, recently 
admitted that this bill will seriously compromise basic liberty. 

He said he knows he is preaching to the choir, but that the Democrats have truly put themselves 
at odds with the American people and passed this bill in a very bad exercise in government. 

He believes that the Democrats will use the higher costs created by this bill to blame the private 
sector and further rationalize a single payer system. 

The Heritage foundation is very important. They are constantly trying to find ways to bring 
common sense to government. The Republicans up here pay a great deal of attention to the 
Heritage Foundation and their publications are w01th reading. 
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Many Democrats are becoming terrified about all of the spending. 

Seventeen union states have been exempted from the "Cadillac tax", which, in any event will not 
be implemented until 2018. He doesn't think it will be implemented at all. 

The reason he left the Democratic party because, years ago, that there was this unholy belief that 
the Federal Government will solve all problems. 

Ed Haislmaier, Heritage Heath Specialist - Introducing Panelists 
This man is brilliant. Take him very seriously. 

We have an official crisis in health care because the Fed has set the clock running. Real 
leadership comes when you change when there is not a crisis. He saw this when he was at Phizer 
Pharmaceuticals, who changed their successful sales force b/c they saw it wasn't going to work 
in I 0 years. That is what David Clark did with health care in Utah. 

In Utah, they did risk assessment first, unlike Mass, which did community rating and mandatmy 
issue. 

Ed thinks that the Health Care Bill could be repealed, having said that, the Feds don't have 
insurance experience, so the States have a huge opportunity to change this thing over the 
next several years. He thinks it is hugely likely that the controversial parts will be defunded 
in the coming years. 

Rep. David Clark, Speaker of the Utah House 
They also passed their Exchange in 09, like Oklahoma, but they have totally implemented 
in under a year. They passed legislation and implemented in 5 months. No joke. 

They went to Heritage for help. 

They tried to emulate Mass, but Utah didn't have the money. They wanted to have quality health 
care for every citizen. In Mass, 70% of all lives there were covered by Fortune 500 companies. 
They have the opposite: 750,000 small businesses. He is grateful to Mass for jumping in first to 
put together and Exchange. 

The brain trust is here: Dan Schuyler, Cheryl Smith, Cathy Dupont, David Jackson, Don Garlitz, 
Brian Somers. 

They leveraged with the private sector. BSwift and HealthEquity. They did not have to 
develop, in house, the expertise to implement. 

They have high quality health and low cost health care. They measure twice and cut once. They 
looked at the small businesses and their needs. But health care and wage inflation was making 
costs unsustainable. This thing was born out of financial necessity to stay competitive on rising 
health care costs. 
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First year: health task force three years ago - its still going. TF identified the 6 key areas to work 
on. They figured it would take 10 years to reverse the problematic trends. 

First of all they determined that personal responsibility had to be emphasized in creating a 
plan. Second iflutd to be market based. I.e. when having a hemi attack, you are not shopping 
around, but you can when looking for total knee replacement. When crafting policy, when you 
can reflect, how can you encourage "shopping around?" He believes that the Exchange is the 
only viable option out there right now for achieving these two goals. 

He said 15 years ago GM was one of the largest company in the world, now we call them 
Government Motors. The point is: you can't bet against the market. They got killed by heath care 
costs. 

They have a variety of demonstration projects on : electronic medical records, diabetes, Clinical 
Health Information Exchange, All-Paye1· Database: they have accumulated over a million 
people's medical records fo1· electronic storage. 

The largest philosophical issues they dealt with was going from a defined benefit health 
paradigm to a defined contribution paradigm. They went to the "Coburn" model on a state level 
and allowed citizens to deduct health care individually from taxes, not just businesses -
something the Fed's steadfastly refuse to do. 

They have a universal enrolment form. There are only 2 functioning plans in the US right now, 
Utah and Mass - both at the polar opposite ends of the spectrum. Mass: big government, 
mandates and a huge entitlement. Utah: all market based. Mass: $25 million to run their plan. 
Utah: $600,000. No joke. 

He does not believe that we will be able to repeal and replace the Heath Care Bill. He 
thinks the opportunity is for the States to, de-facto, write the regulations and hand them to 
the Feds. He thinks we have, as states, failed in the past in doing this. He says we have to be 
aggressive in propagating the rules that will be coming in the next decade. We must be 
cohesive and work together in doing it. 

This will be a series of battles in the regulatory environment. 

Dan Schuler, Utah's Two Exchange Employees 
One of two of employees running their exchange. Yeah, you read that right - two. 

How does it work: 
I) Employer registers. (Small employers, under 50) 
2) Employee enters information. Universal health application. 
3) Turned over to insurance companies who evaluate risk: Premium Generated. 
4) Employee compares and shops for plans. 
5) Enrollment is Finalized. 
6) Plans go into effect on designated dates. 
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All done on a web site. 

They are working on a large employer plan. 

Premium aggregation is unique to the exchange. If you or your spouse are working for two 
employers, you can combine benefits to buy what you want. 

They have an "optimizer filter" that lets you look at your past health care spending practices 
and gives a boatload of information based on various factors, ie. total out of pocket vs total cost, 
etc. 

You can compare up to 4 plans to see what is important to you. About 16 categories you can drill 
down on or you can just look at plan basics. le., presctiption drugs or mental health. 

There are no mandates whatsoever. They anticipated launching in 2012 they were approached 
by employers and asked to implement early. They have 85% of their insurance companies 
participating in Utah's exchange. (This is the way Ed Haislmaier envisioned it being 
implemented in the first place, and what he talked about when he flew to OK and held a two day 
seminar at the Capitol back in Aug of 07). 

Q&A 
How did switching to a defined contribution work? If you want to participate in the Exchange, 
you must use defined contribution. First, they do a typical underwriting, or risk adjustment for 
the population of the business. The Employer has X dollar value that they allocate to the 
employee to shop for what plan suits them best, instead of selecting a plan for the employee. An 
allowance. There are a number of ways to do this as an employer. Two main things that drive the 
premiums: family size and age range (age banding). Really, every employer already is doing 
defined contribution, they just offer one plan. They contemplate that the employer could "break 
up" the contributions, spending more on their older employees for example. 

Did Utah stmt out with several mandates? They have very few benefit mandates. They also 
created Utah's homegrown "COBRA" where there are very few mandates. 
Utah has a high risk pool. 3800 people. Guarantee issue for the High Risk Pool. All this has only 
been done with the employer market, not the individual market. 

Prospective risk assessment has really helped. The insurers have to stay engaged. Between 
75,00 to 250,000 they share risk. Most insurers have already done their catastrophic risk 
assessment and have for years. 

When switching to a buyer based market the insurers will complain "oh we'll get all the 
diabetics" but when everyone has to play in the high risk pool, they all worked it out together. 
The state facilitated the conversation. They got all the insurance big shots in a room and had one 
of their experts check their various statements for accuracy. 
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My question: how does the tax credit for employer's work in Utah.? Utah created a tax credit 
against their state income tax for those in the individual market only. About 190, 000 people. 
This may also not be implemented immediately because of the budget crnnch. Pretty small sub 
set and if they don't pay much state tax, is it really that helpful? I think we should do it, but .... 

Utah now has 3 technical advisory committees. Industry has contributed 10,000 man hours of 
work in hammering out the details. Working groups ... why does that sound familiar? 

Who were the biggest batTiers? Eve1yone is resistant to change. Senate I House : conservative, 
not conservative enough. It all went back to economics. Three large insurers cover 80% of Utah. 
Biggest mistake was putting them all in a room - it became divide and conquer. But he had to get 
them on board. The most spears he has pulled out of his back have come from the broker 
community. Brokers get commissions from insurance sold through the Exchange. The resistance 
comes from paranoia that the Exchange will make them itTelevant. The stereotypical broker does 
not work very hard, and they saw this change as a challenge to their lifestyle. It actually takes 
work to sort through what is best for 20 different families in a given company. Ed was blunt: 
most brokers look at this job as easy money: get people on board and just keep them indefinitely. 
You get a 9% increase in their premiums, hey great. If you now shop on the Exchange, you could 
lose them. In Utah, most of the thinking brokers now know they stand to benefit from the 
Exchange. Utah crated a broker advisory group to give them a higher comfort level. The 
legislation that was passed was comprehensive, so the Speaker tried not to make it look like they 
were picking on one party. The transparency was key, and that had to affect everyone: brokers, 
health care providers. The business community is an ally because they want a better insurance 
system. Speaker Clark said this was the most complicated thing he ever did. They had to find key 
people they could rely on and give them cover. He said his vendors were keys. He learned about 
how insurance companies price. 

Speaker Clark thinks that we'll see that employers are going to dump employees. Medicaid 
now covers everyone at 133% of the FPL. 

Clark wants to work harder and faster to make sure their market based system gets 
cemented as a model. 

Matt Towery, Polling Guy, Syndicated Columnist, Author, Former Newt Staff 
731 respondents. Margin of etTor 3. 7%. Scientifically designed. Properly weighted. Properly 
queried: What is your opinion of the Health Care Legislation. 51 % do not support. 53% of 
independents oppose. Those who disapproved, why? 

Gave several reasons: the runaway winner: People don't like government period. They are 
increasingly resistant to pro-active government. This is the thing. There is no other thing. 
Washington is an insular town. They get caught up in the minutia. America says: don't tread on 
me. 
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Of those who said they suppo1ted it gave: cover the uninsured and preexisting conditions, 
something that could be fixed at the state level. 

When they gave a loaded question about whether we should have dealt with deficits and 
spending first, 57% of independents agreed. 
One thing the American public is experiencing is fear. Health care was the touchstone, but the 
underlying concern is the ove1whelming size of government and the swelling deficits. 

Extremely low confidence numbers in state and federal leadership. 

Message: don't regulate, provide opportunity. Oppmtunity is what people want right now. 
And people are interested in themselves and their own well being. 

When trying to implement the Exchange, do not appear to regulate. Be incremental. 

Dr. Moffitt -Reflections on the Exchange: 

The real problem is with Small Businesses being able to provide insurance. The tax code is the 
800 lb gorilla. If you don't get insurance thrn your employer, you essentially pay a huge 30 to 
50% tax on insurance, b/c you pay for it with after tax dollars. 

Heritage was the first organization to put pen to paper and sketch out the Exchange: It is 
not a regulator, it simply processes paperwork for premium payments and facilitates 
assignment of premiums. A key principal: because the employer facilitates the insurance, the 
defined contribution that is provided to employees is tax free and the benefits are tax free. This is 
still group insurance. Employees have a property right in the insurance. It achieving personal 
ownership of the insurance. 

The Massachusetts Plan 
Tim Murphy, Michael Widmer, Jim Stergios, Cindy Gillespie. 

Tim Murphy, Worked on Romney's staff on their current Health System "Romneycare." 
Mass wanted to insure their 10% of uninsured. They had a number of funding sources to fond the 
"unfunded care pool" doled out to HCP like hospitals. 800 to 900 million dollars. Byzantine. 
Untenable. 

Health care costs were growing 7 to 9% a year. Health care costs are 2X bigger than the State's 
ability to generate tax revenue. They finally got disallowed on a waiver they were using. They 
were going to lose about 385 million dollars from the Fed. So viola, Romneycare. 

They took a very holistic approach. They identified by income cohort. Kensyan (sp) assumption: 
if you don't have insurance you must be poor. Untrne. First group: Fully 20% of the uninsured 
were not signing up for Medicaid although they qualified. Fully half canted 300% of the FPL: 
$31,000 or more. Why aren't they buying insurance? Final group, less than 300% of FPL but 
not eligible for Medicaid (about 200,000). 
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Mass was (is) heavily regulated insurance market. The dysfonctional market was the non-group 
market. Average age 56. Female. Guaranteed issue. Cadillac plan. The people who did sign up 
were older and sicker. Younger wouldn't sign up. Wouldn't allow HMO's and HSA's. Mass 
merged the small group and non-group market. For individuals, it cut the individual market 
premium way down (over 30%) and raised the small group premium about 2%. The mandate 
forced people into the pool who were making rational economic decisions to not buy insurance. 

For their "slip thru the crack" folks (under 300% of FPL but no Medicaid) they created a 
sliding scale subsidy (my commentary: this is the part that has been criticized for the 
escalating costs). 

They also have the Exchange 01· Connector. This was the big market based pmt of the 
overhaul. The first Exchange program in the US. They chose to make the Exchange administer 
their new subsidy. 

Individual mandate. Very controversial. The original idea: over 18, buy a catastrophic plan or 
post a bond showing financial wherewithal. The rational: the uninsured's costs get socialized 
when they do need care. Of course, the Mass legislature messed it up and made the baseline plan 
loaded up with all the goodies and therefore expensive. He thinks it was a big mistake. 

Two things that Mass did b/c of the new subsidy: If the employer offers insurance - you have to 
buy it. If you are an employer who wants to dump your low wage employees, you can't offer an 
insurance plan to higher wage earners that you don't offer to you low wage workers. 

Michael Widmer 
The estimate for the new subsidy for the 150,000 uninsured "crack slippers"+ 750 million 
per year or $5000 per person. 

They calculate the cost to the state of employers not getting insurance was $295 per employee 
per year. That is where they got the penalty from. 

He contests the assertion of the State Treasurer that the new health care system is a budget 
buster. See WSJ article. He asserts that many have an interest in showing that "Mass has failed." 
He said there has been a reduction in benefits, mainly to illegal immigrants. He says this is due to 
the general financial downturn affecting the budget. 

Their "uncompensated care pool" money is now more rationally distributed. 

He did mention that the cost of premiums have been a problem for businesses. He says costs are 
going to have to be addressed. 

Jim Stergios 
Highlights of the Mass plan. 
Putting the Connector together with a Board filled by people who have agendas to make 
the plans look the way they want is not working in Mass. Have to make this a market thing. 
It's very top down in Mass. They have a lot of power. It's not the way to get it done. Huge issue 
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in the Governor's race. Still a lot of people in the poverty band not in the system. Some concern 
that there is crowd out. There is a lack of information on several issues coming out of the 
Connector. He says that ER utilization has not really gone down like they thought it would. 

Cindy Gillespie 
This lady is with Heritage, she was fantastic. 
Imp01tant elements of the Health Care Bill. (Mass and Utah become very important). The first 
ones to engage HHS will have the ability to influence the regs. 

The Exchange envisioned in the Health Care Bill is NOT what Mass and Utah have. This is 
not a State based exchange. It is a State administered Exchange. 

What Exchange Does: 
1) To certify health plans for sale. Requirements set by HHS. No one knows yet. There are 
broad categories of coverage, HHS will come back with specifics. 
2) Offer them to employers and help people enroll. 
3) Exchange will facilitate eligibility for any state subsidized plan. Single eligibility and access 
to subsidies portal. 
4) Refundable tax credits will be paid directly to the insurer. Feds don't have a Premium 
Aggregator. Evidently, the Premium Aggregator is real important. 
5) Exchange for individuals and Exchange for Small Business. 

First decision a State must make: Establish and exchange or let HHS do it. 
Second decision: What will the Exchange be? Nonprofit? What branch of government? In 
Mass, it is on its own. In Utah, it's in the Dept of Econ Development or something like it. Mass 
really focused on individual market. 

States get to decide how much gets to be privatized. How much can the exchange contract out for 
services? Utah extensively uses vendors. 

What other functions do you want the Exchange to do? Do you want a Premium Aggregator? 

How aggressively do you want to implement heading to January 2014? Mass did phased 
implementation over a year instead of going live on day one? THERE IS MONEY FOR 
STATES TO PHASE IN THE EXCHANGE. 

THE EXHANGE HAS TO BE CERTIFED AS FUNCTIONAL BY JUNE 2013 OR HHS 
WILL COME IN AND DO IT FOR YOU. 

States have until 2012 session at the latest to get this passed. Some states will want liberal 
versions, and some states will want more market based Exchanges. 

HHS will certify a minimum list of benefits that must be offe1·ed in any plan. Any additional 
benefits offered, and so drive up premiums, will have to be picked up by the States. 
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A small business will ultimately be calculated as l 00 employees or less. 

All states must monitor premium increases by Jan 2014. Funds available to begin monitoring. 

Wow. This really is a big government deal. The reality is, this is coming. 

Dennis Smith, Former Director of Medicaid under Bush 
Evidently, this guy is a super Medicaid guru. 

It is alarming to him the extent to which the Health Care Bill marginalizes the States. It is absurd 
and comical at the same time. 

The States are going to have to fight for their sovereign role. The States are being treated as so 
much bother. 

State Legislators need to bone up on their state Medicaid Progralll. 

Who will the Insurance Commissioner work for? The State or HHS? 

There will need to be a Collllllittee set up to filter all of this inforlllation in a transparent 
way. 

If the Legislatm·es don't have all the facts in front of thelll, we are going to get l'Olled. Do 
you want an agency or advocacy groups determining eligibility for Medicaid or the Exchange? 

He says the new Medicaid eligibles are eligible at a real, adjusted 140% of the FPL. Most of who 
are healthy young adults. 

Getting transparency out of the agencies will need to be a priority. Agencies tend to state "we're 
doing the best that we can" and they will tend to obscure transparency. He stated, for example, 
that enrollment error rates in one study to be at 20%. 

The Legislature may need to begin to play hardball with agencies and counties. The Bill gives 
the States the authority to outsource the entire Exchange and what to include in it. Can use this 
for leverage to push the agencys to be transparent. 

Demand the Feds collle, iJllJllediately, to our states and begin to testify on how this is going 
to work. They are already taking the term "State" out of the program names, ie. S-CHIP is now 
just CHIP. Same for the official name of the Medicaid program. We should be outraged. 

When the Exchange starts, the SCHIP kids should, by definition, not qualify for the new 
entitlement. 
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Cost sharing is an impo1iant pmt of this. There are new inequities across families. Definitions of 
families have changed with this. le. 26 year olds are now covered under parents insurance. Third 
party liability is going to be more impo1iant. 

HHS said that states cannot change their cost sharing, without any authority. 

The states are going to have to look for fights to pick. 

Benchmark plans are going to be the standard. If we pass a plan then we can defend it in 
Federal court. 

\Vhen this Bill was passed many states were looking at Exchanges. This isn't the foreign 
idea. It would be foreign to turn this over to an outside entity that the State has no control 
over. Where are the opportunities to privatize and outsource? 

State Legislatures are going to have to work hard to find ways to keep from raising taxes. 

To all of our colleagues who don't want to be bothered with health care minutia, they are 
going to have to get engaged. This is a huge deal that will dramatically affect the budget. 

He says that the Feds can't pull Medicaid funding if they pass the Freedom of Healthcare 
Act. 

Get actuarials to certify benchmark plan equivalents, so that HHS will have a hard time 
pushing back against it. 

Find a better way to better manage our duel eligibles. CMS is evidently interested in this. 83% of 
all Medicaid spending is on people with 3 or more chronic conditions. 

He says it's crazy for 20 something graduate students to be Medicaid eligible. 

1115 waivers are closed for business. 

States should be hollering at CMS for playing favorites with ce1iain states. Why can New York 
put their SSD in managed care but not us? 

Don't wait for the regulations. Get aggressive. Bring your "A" team. 

IMPORTANT: Get a State Plan Amendment (Benchmark Plan) on the Books as soon as 
possible. CMS has to approve it if it complies with the Law, and we can litigate the decision 
in Federal Court. 

Take a hard look at who is actually running Medicaid in OK. Get someone in there with an 
insurance background. Root out fraud. 
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Look at the high users at try and get them in managed care. Better to manage their chronic 
problems. Find your find high users. We are doing some of this in OK. In OK, 58% of Medicaid 
Expenditures are on Blind, Aged and Disabled. 

Big panel on the Futnre of Health Care beyond the Health Care Bill 
Amanda Adkins form Missouri 
There is an opportunity for Employers to drive reform. ABC handout. 
Super automated health care records. 

Ralph Bemstein, US Bank 
One of their areas of expertise is health care payments. There is a natural connection bit what is 
going on in health care and what they have been doing for a long time. Card based payments. 
Tax credit payments. There has been a lack of thinking at the Fed level for how you move the 
money. They operate HSA's and FSA's. They move money around all day long. They facilitate 
JIT funding. They coordinate payments. Hmm. An opportunity for our banks in OK to help with 
all this. He commented that Utah reached out to the private sector to get help. We are here, use 
us. 

Ed said: The Private Sector will always move faster than you (state gov) but you will always will 
move faster than the Fed. 

Tim Murphy, Beacon, Behavioral Health, Boston 
So many of your high cost patients have behavioral health co-morbidities. They provide 
expertise in managing these types of patients. They build out systems of care. 
Who were the uninsured: a lot are young, healthy and in and out of the work force. They look a 
lot more like small business than typical Medicaid. The one area where they used higher health 
care was behavioral health: up to 3 times higher in this category. Typically they are childless 
adults who can't hold a job b/c of their behavioral health problems. If these people get dumped 
into Medicaid, they will sink you. Once they get on prescription drugs it gets expensive. You 
need to really think about how to manage this populations. Hmm. 

Raymond Seaver, BSwift, Vendor that is helping Utah. Employee Benefits. 
Theil' software is ideally suited for an employer based defined contribution health plan -
the Exchange. 
When shopping for coverage on the Exchange website, this technology becomes very impmiant. 
They can manage the movement of the people constantly coming in and out of the system. 
They developed the Premium Aggregation component of Utah's system. 
An Exchange involves a high number of transactions and changes. They are configurable. You 
don't have to customize. 
You can make good use of the funds you get from the Feds to set up the system. 

Steve May, Millman, A very large actuarial firm. 
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Ed re-stated that Legislators are in a position that they are really going to have to ride heard and 
do their homework on their own Medicaid and on this Bill. 

Steve says that they can model the costs of all the new mandates. Gazby 45 is a new 
requirement for State Retirement benefits to accurately model the costs of these plans. The 
states and municipalities that are moving forward with these requirements' are getting AAA 
ratings b/c they are starting to put money aside and prepare. You can cut your liability in half if 
you pre-fund. You can apply this to health benefits as well. They are also finding out that the 
States and Munis are in worse shape than they previously thought because of this new rule. 

Steve Neelemau, Health Equity, One of the Owners of the Thunder is a Health Equity 
Investor 
HSA administrators. Gave examples of American Express putting everyone on HSA's and 
their health care costs have been flat for several years. Indiana doing the same thing. He can't 
believe that this hasn't taken off more than it has. He thinks Exchanges and HSA's are a good 
combination. 

Eric Grossman, Trizetto, a big competitor to CMS for claims management 
In 2015 the Exchanges will have to compete head to head with existing channels of distributions 
(brokers) with no Federal subsidies for administrative costs. 

You need broker participation in an Exchange. 

He says that the Mass Exchange web site is not easy to use. 

Dennis Smith, working for Leavitt Partners, him and Leavitt have nm the Fed Medicaid 
Program for many years 
Consultants. Translators between the private sector and the Medicaid program that they know so 
well. Government doesn't pay for health care, it pays for billing codes. 
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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS DENTAL-SPECIFIC INFORMATION DESIGNED TO HELP A CONSTITUENT 

DENTAL SOCIETY ADVOCATE ON MATTERS CONCERNING THE FORMATION AND OPERATION OF HEALTH 

BENEFIT EXCHANGE(s) IN THE STATE. 

THE TALKING POINTS ARE OFFERED AS A SUGGESTION CONCERNING THE ISSUES A CONSTITUENT 

SOCIETY MAY WANT TO RAISE WITH EXCHANGE POLICYMAKERS IN THE STATE. OF COURSE, EACH 

STATE WILL DECIDE HOW BEST TO APPROACH THEIR OFFICIALS AND WHICH ARGUMENTS WILL BE 

PERSUASIVE. To FACILITATE THIS-THE TALKING POINTS ARE OFFERED IN A WORD DOCUMENT AND 

WITHOUT ADA LETTERHEAD OR LOGO. As WE MOVE FORWARD AND INDIVIDUAL STATE DENTAL 

SOCIETIES DISCOVER ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES, THERE WILL MOST LIKELY BE ADDITIONAL TALKING 

POINTS OR RECOMMENDATIONS. 

THE BACKGROUNDER IS SIMPLY A LONGER VERSION OF THE TALKING POINTS, DESIGNED TO PROVIDE 

THE CONSTITUENT SOCIETY WITH MORE INFORMATION IF NEEDED. 

THE ESSENTIAL HEAL TH BENEFITS SECTION IS A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO DATE REGARDING THE PEDIATRIC ORAL HEALTH BENEFIT, 

WHICH MUST BE PART OF THE ESSENTIAL BENEFIT PACKAGE. THIS SECTION WILL BE UPDATED AS 

NEEDED. 
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ARE HEALTH CARE SITUATIONS THAT EXIST WHERE AN UNDERLYING MEDICAL CONDITION MAY 

NECESSITATE A DENTAL INTERVENTION. THIS SITUATION HAS CAUSED PROBLEMS IN THE PAST 

AS BOTH MEDICAL AND DENTAL PLANS QUESTION WHETHER AND HOW THE DENTAL SERVICE 

AND THE ANESTHESIA NEEDED TO PERFORM THE SERVICE ARE COVERED. ADDITIONALLY, 

CHILDREN BORN WITH BIRTH DEFECTS MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL SERVICES THAT NECESSITATE 

COORDINATION BETWEEN MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY. IN THESE SITUATIONS NECESSITATING 

BOTH DENTAL AND MEDICAL SERVICES, THE KEY ISSUE IS ENSURING PROPER COORDINATION 

BETWEEN THE COVERAGE PROVIDED BY MEDICAL AND DENTAL PLANS, AND CLARITY ABOUT 

WHICH SERVICES ARE COVERED BY THE RESPECTIVE PLANS TO AVOID COVERAGE DENIALS BY 

BOTH PLANS. 

ACCESS REQUIRES AN ADEl)UATB DENTAi, BENEFIT AND APPROPRIATE' PAYMENT 

STRUCTUl?E'S 

ENSURING ADEQUATE ACCESS CONCERNS NOT ONLY THE BENEFITS PACKAGE -- BUT ALSO 

WHETHER APPROPRIATE PAYMENT STRUCTURES AND MECHANISMS ARE IN PLACE FOR 

ADMINISTERING DENTAL BENEFITS. 

ENSUHE NETWORK ADEQUACY 

DEFICIENT PAYMENT STRUCTURES ADVERSELY AFFECT NETWORK PARTICIPATION. IT IS IMPORTANT 

THAT ALL DENTAL PLANS OFFER AN ADEQUATE PROVIDER NETWORK TO MAKE THE EXCHANGE AN 

ATIRACTIVE ALTERNATIVE FOR CONSUMERS. PLANS SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO MAKE INFORMATION 

ABOUT THEIR NETWORKS READILY AVAILABLE TO PROVIDERS AND THE VIABILITY OF THE NETWORK 

SHOULD BE REGULARLY TESTED. NETWORKS SHOULD ALLOW ALL DENTISTS WILLING TO ACCEPT THE 

TERMS OF THE CONTRACT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NETWORK. ALSO, CARRIERS MUST BE REQUIRED TO 

OFFER DENTISTS A SEPARATE PARTICIPATING AGREEMENT FOR PLANS OFFERED WITHIN THE EXCHANGE 

TO ENABLE A FULL AND FAIR REVIEW BY THE PRACTITIONERS. 

MEDICAID AND [H/l,JJREN's HEAi.TH INSURANCE PROGRAM (CHIP) 

THE MEDICAID {EPSDT) AND CHIP (CH/PRA ORAL HEALTH BENEFIT) BENEFIT PACKAGES 

PROMISE A GREAT DEAL BUT THEY OFTEN FAIL TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE ACCESS TO SERVICES 

DUE TO SHORTCOMINGS IN THE WAY THAT THE BENEFIT IS FINANCED AND/OR 

ADMINISTERED. THE PAYMENT STRUCTURE MATIERS AS MUCH AS THE BENEFIT. IN GENERAL 
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BENEFIT CONSUMERS AND HELP ENSURE THE LONG TERM VIABILITY OF THE HEALTH BENEFIT 

EXCHANGE. 

• THE TRADITIONAL DENTAL INDEMNITY PLAN AND DIRECT REIMBURSEMENT (BENEFITS ARE 

BASED ON A PERCENTAGE OF A SPECIFIED DOLLAR AMOUNT UP TO AN ANNUAL MAXIMUM) 

OFFER THE CONSUMER MAXIMUM FREEDOM. INDEMNITY PLANS CAPTURED 13 PERCENT OF 

THE 2009 MARKET, ACCORDING TO THE NADP. 

• DENTAL PPOs (DPPOs) ARE THE MOST COMMON TYPES OF PLANS AVAILABLE TO 

CONSUMERS. THE NADP ESTIMATES THAT IN 2009 NEARLY 70 PERCENT OF DENTAL PLAN 

OFFERINGS WERE PROVIDED THROUGH DPPOs. 

• BY CONTRAST DH MOS HAD ONLY ABOUT EIGHT PERCENT OF THE 2009 DENTAL BENEFIT 

MARKET, ACCORDING TO THE NADP. FURTHERMORE, THESE PLANS ARE ON A STEADY 

DOWNWARD TRAJECTORY- FALLING FROM 15 PERCENT OF THE MARKET IN 2002. 

ACCORDING TO THE NADP, CHILD-ONLY POLICIES ARE RARELY OFFERED IN THE PRIVATE MARKET. 

ORAL HEALTH EXPERTS KNOW CHILDREN ARE MORE LIKELY TO ACCESS DENTAL SERVICES IF THEIR 

PARENTS HAVE COVERAGE. ALL PARTICIPATING PLANS OFFERING A DENTAL BENEFIT SHOULD BE 

REQUIRED TO OFFER FAMILY DENTAL COVERAGE AS AN OPTION. 

IN ADDITION, CONSUMERS WOULD GREATLY BENEFIT IF THEY HAD THE OPTION OF PURCHASING 

DENTAL COVERAGE WITHOUT ANNUAL BENEFIT LEVELS AND PLANS WITH LOWER COPAYMENTS. 

UNIVERSALLY AND FOR MANY DECADES, DENTAL BENEFIT PLANS HAVE HAD RELATIVELY PALTRY 

ANNUAL BENEFIT LIMITS OF $1,000 TD $2,000, WHICH ARE QUICKLY EXCEEDED WITH ONE MAJOR 

RESTORATIVE SERVICE. IN ADDITION, THE COPAYMENTS FOR SOME EXTENSIVE RESTORATIVE SERVICES 

ARE BEYOND THE MEANS OF TOO MANY INDIVIDUALS. CARRIERS THAT OFFER STANDARD FAMILY 

DENTAL BENEFITS IN THE EXCHANGE SHOULD ALSO BE REQUIRED TO OFFER DENTAL PLANS WITHOUT 

ANNUAL LIMITS AND LOWER COPAYMENTS AS AN OPTION FOR CONSUMERS. 

MAXIMIZE PLAN COMPETITION 

THE EXCHANGE SHOULD STRIVE TO MAXIMIZE THE DENTAL PLAN CHOICES AVAILABLE TO 

CONSUMERS IN THE EXCHANGES._THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IN THE STATES THAT HAVE 

HISTORICALLY BEEN DOMINATED BY A SINGLE DENTAL CARRIER. THE PROSPECT OF A SINGLE DENTAL 
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BACKGROUNDER: ESTABLISHING HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGES 

ENSURING A CONSUMER FRIENDLY ORAL HEALTH BENEFIT MARKET 

DENTAL EXPERTS SHOULD PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS ON DENTAL ISSUES. ACCORDING TO THE 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL PLANS (NADP), ABOUT 98 PERCENT OF AMERICANS WITH 

DENTAL COVERAGE HAVE A DENTAL BENEFIT POLICY SEPARATE FROM THEIR MEDICAL POLICY. DENTAL 

BENEFITS HAVE MORE PREDICTABLE COSTS AND VARY SIGNIFICANTLY FROM MEDICAL INSURANCE, 

WHICH IS NECESSARY TO INSURE AGAINST CATASTROPHIC LOSS. ABOUT 80 PERCENT OF DENTISTS ARE 

GENERAL PRACTITIONERS, WHILE THE OPPOSITE IS TRUE FOR MEDICINE. THE DISCIPLINES USE 

DIFFERENT PROCEDURE CODING SYSTEMS AND DENTISTRY HAS NOT WIDELY ADOPTED A DIAGNOSTIC 

CODING SYSTEM. 

THE EXCHANGE BOARD SHOULD ESTABLISH A DENTAL SUBCOMMITTEE COMPOSED OF DENTAL 

CARRIERS, THE DENTAL ASSOCIATION, AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS IN THE STATE TO PROVIDE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON DENTAL COVERAGE ISSUES, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING THE ORAL HEALTH 

ESSENTIAL BENEFIT PACKAGE AND WHICH STATE MANDATES ARE INCLUDED IN THAT PACKAGE, 

ENSURING ADEQUATE PROVIDER NETWORKS, AND MAXIMIZING PLAN TRANSPARENCY AND 

COMPETITION AND CONSUMER PROTECTIONS. 

ESSENTIAi. ORAL HEALTH BENEFITS PACKAGE 

TYl'ICll/, EMPLOYER-SPONSORED DENTAL/ORAL HEALTH PLAN COVERAGE 

01/19/2012 

• PREVENTIVE AND DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES - 100% COVERAGE (NOT SUBJECT TO 

DEDUCTIBLES). COVERAGE MAY INCLUDE ORAL EVALUATIONS, RADIOGRAPHS, 

PROPHYLAXIS, SEALANTS (TYPICALLY FOR CHILDREN ONLY) AND FLUORIDE TREATMENT 

FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS. 

• BASIC RESTORATIVE SERVICES - 80% COVERAGE (SUBJECT TO DEDUCTIBLE). 

COVERAGE MAY INCLUDE AMALGAM RESTORATIONS, RESIN-BASED COMPOSITE 

RESTORATIONS (MANY PLANS WILL PAY A LEAST EXPENSIVE ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT 

BENEFIT FOR POSTERIOR COMPOSITES WHICH WOULD AMOUNT TO COVERING AN 

AMALGAM RESTORATION), EXTRACTIONS, ENDODONTICTHERAPY AND PERIODONTICS. 
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CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS, INCLUDING COGNITIVE OR PHYSICAL DISABILITIES, AS 

WELL AS CHILDREN WITH EXTENSIVE DENTAL TREATMENT NEEDS MAY REQUIRE 

TREATMENT IN SUCH SETIINGS MORE FREQUENTLY THAN OTHER CHILDREN. (SOME 

STATES REQUIRE COVERAGE FOR ANY PERSON, REGARDLESS OF AGE, IF CERTAIN 

DISABILITIES EXIST. [IF THE DESIRE IS TO FOCUS ONLY ON CHILDREN, THIS PROVISION 

OBVIOUSLY WOULD NOT APPLY.]) 

• ADDITIONALLY, CHILDREN BORN WITH BIRTH DEFECTS MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL 

SERVICES THAT NECESSITATE COORDINATION BETWEEN MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY. 

ACCORDING TO THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, IT IS ESTIMATED 

THAT 2,651 BABIES ARE BORN ANNUALLY IN THE U.S. WITH A CLEFT PALATE AND 4,437 

ARE BORN WITH A CLEFT LIP, WITH OR WITHOUT A CLEFT PALATE, REQUIRING MEDICAL 

AND DENTAL INTERVENTION. IN FACT, FOR MOST INDIVIDUALS ORAL ORTHOPEDIC 

PROCEDURES PROVIDED BY A DENTIST ARE PRE-SURGICAL ELEMENTS ESSENTIAL FOR THE 

SUCCESS OF PLASTIC SURGICAL RECONSTRUCTION OF THE BIRTH DEFECT. OFTEN 

COVERAGE FOR THE PRE-SURGICAL ORAL ORTHOPEDIC IS NOT A BENEFIT OF THE PATIENTS 

MEDICAL PLAN BECAUSE IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE A "DENTAL PROCEDURE" NOT WITHIN 

THE SCOPE OF THE MEDICAL PLAN. IN ADDITION, MANY DENTAL BENEFIT PLANS 

SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDE "ORTHODONTICS." IN THESE SITUATIONS NECESSITATING BOTH 

DENTAL AND MEDICAL SERVICES, THE KEY ISSUE IS ENSURING PROPER COORDINATION 

BETWEEN THE COVERAGE PROVIDED BY MEDICAL AND DENTAL PLANS, AND CLARITY 

ABOUT WHICH SERVICES ARE COVERED BY THE RESPECTIVE PLANS TO AVOID COVERAGE 

DENIALS BY BOTH PLANS. 

ACCESS RRQUJRES AN ADEQUATE DENTAL BENEFIT AND APPROPR/ATR PAYMENT 

STRUCTURES 

ENSURING ADEQUATE ACCESS CONCERNS NOT ONLY THE BENEFITS PACKAGE-· BUT ALSO 

WHETHER APPROPRIATE PAYMENT STRUCTURES AND MECHANISMS ARE IN PLACE FOR 

ADMINISTER/NG DENTAL BENEFITS. 

ENSURE NETWORK ADEQUACY 

DEFICIENT PAYMENT STRUCTURES ADVERSELY AFFECT NETWORK PARTICIPATION. IT IS IMPORTANT 

THAT ALL DENTAL PLANS OFFER AN ADEQUATE PROVIDER NETWORK TO MAKE THE EXCHANGE AN 

01/19/2012 10 
24162



VISION INSURANCE PROGRAM (FEDVIP). THE FEDVIP IS DESCRIBED BY OPM AS 

THE PROGRAM FOR FEDERAL AND POSTAL WORKERS WHO WANT "COMPREHENSIVE 

DENTAL AND VISION BENEFITS." 

• THERE ARE NOW FOUR DENTAL PLANS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE UNDER FEDVIP: 

AETNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY; GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HEALTH 

ASSOCIATION, INC. (GEHSA); METLIFE INC.; AND UNITED CONCORDIA 

COMPANIES, INC. THERE ARE THREE REGIONAL PLANS. IN AREAS WHERE DENTAL 

PLANS DO NOT HAVE ADEQUATE PROVIDER ACCESS, THE PLANS MUST PROVIDE 

PAYMENT BASED ON THE STANDARD HEALTHCARE PREVAILING FEES OR PAY BENEFITS 

BASED ON THEIR PLAN ALLOWANCE. 

COMMONWEALTll CARE (DHMO MODHI,) 

THE DHMO DENTAL PLAN IS NOT WORKING FOR THOSE WITH DENTAL COVERAGE UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS HEALTH CARE EXCHANGE. 

• THOUGHT BY MANY TO BE THE TEMPLATE FOR THE ACA, THE COMMONWEALTH 

CARE PROGRAM IN MASSACHUSETIS, OFFERS LIMITED DENTAL COVERAGE TO 

INDIVIDUALS AT OR BELOW 100% OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL. 

• A 2009 STUDY FUNDED BY THE BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MASSACHUSETIS 

FOUNDATION AND CONDUCTED BY BAILIT HEALTH PURCHASING FOUND THAT ACCESS 

TO DENTISTS CONTINUED TO BE "PROBLEMATIC" AS THERE ARE LIMITED NUMBER OF 

PROVIDERS WILLING TO ACCEPT THE DHMO (BENEFICIARIES COULD ONLY USE IN

NETWORK PROVIDERS) COVERAGE OFFERED BY DORAL, THE DENTAL VENDOR FOR 

BOTH MASS HEALTH (MASSACHUSETIS MEDICAID AND CHIP PROGRAM) AND THREE 

OF THE FOUR COMMONWEALTH CARE PLANS. 

COMMON SENSE RULHS 

TO SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE THE LIKELIHOOD THAT PLANS WILL BE ABLE TO OFFER 

ADEQUATE NETWORKS OF DENTISTS, COMMON SENSE RULES SHOULD APPLY, INCLUDING 

THAT A PLAN'S FEE SCHEDULE WILL NOT APPLY TO NON-COVERED SERVICES AND THAT 

CARRIERS BE REQUIRED TO MAKE PROMPT PAYMENT OF CLAIMS. 

01/19/2012 

• SAME DOLLAR AMOUNT OF COVERAGE: A PLAN SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE 

THE SAME DOLLAR AMOUNT OF COVERAGE FOR A GIVEN PROCEDURE REGARDLESS OF 

WHETHER THE PROVIDER OF THE PROCEDURE PARTICIPATES IN THE NETWORK. THIS 

12 
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DENTAL BENEFITS IN THE EXCHANGE SHOULD ALSO BE REQUIRED TO OFFER DENTAL PLANS WITHOUT 

ANNUAL LIMITS AND LOWER COPAYMENTS AS AN OPTION FOR CONSUMERS. 

DENTAL INDEMNITY 

• THE TRADITIONAL DENTAL INDEMNITY PLAN OFFERS THE CONSUMER MAXIMUM FREEDOM 

AND IS STILL POPULAR, CAPTURING 13 PERCENT OF THE 2009 MARKET, ACCORDING TO THE 

NADP. 

• AN INDEMNITY DENTAL INSURANCE PLAN IS OFTEN CALLED A TRADITIONAL DENTAL COVERAGE 

PLAN OR A FEE FOR SERVICE PLAN. IN THIS TYPE OF DENTAL INSURANCE PLAN, ONE HAS THE 

OPTION TO VISIT ANY DENTIST OR DENTAL CARE PROFESSIONAL YOU WISH. You DO NOT NEED 

TO SELECT YOUR DENTIST FROM A LIST OF NETWORK PROVIDERS OR APPROVED PROVIDERS TO 

QUALIFY FOR BENEFITS AND COVERAGE. 

• You WILL NEED TO PAY A DEDUCTIBLE ON YOUR INDEMNITY DENTAL INSURANCE. AFTER YOU 

HAVE DONE so, YOUR INSURANCE PROVIDER WILL COVER A PART OF THE USUAL FEE. How 

MUCH YOUR DENTAL INSURANCE WILL REIMBURSE YOU WILL VARY ACCORDING TO YOUR 

PROVIDER. HOWEVER, MANY INSURANCE PROVIDERS OFFERING THIS SORT OF PLAN WILL PAY 

FOR 80% OR EVEN 100% OF THE USUAL FEE (I.E. THE FEE THE DENTIST MOST FREQUENTLY 

CHARGES FOR A SPECIFIC DENTAL PROCEDURE INDEPENDENT OF ANY CONTRACTUAL 

AGREEMENT.) 

DENTAL PPOs 

• DENTAL PPOs (DPPOs) ARE THE MOST COMMON TYPES OF PLANS AVAILABLE TO 

CONSUMERS. THE NADP ESTIMATES THAT IN 2009 NEARLY 70 PERCENT OF DENTAL 

PLAN OFFERINGS WERE PROVIDED THROUGH DPPOs. 

• DPPOs ALLOW CONSUMERS TO OBTAIN SERVICES FROM IN-NETWORK AND OUT-OF

NETWORK DENTISTS, SUBJECT TO VARYING DEDUCTIBLES. DENTAL CARRIERS MAINTAIN 

THEIR OWN NETWORKS. 

• PUBLIC PROGRAMS HAVE INCREASED ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE BY EXTENDING BENEFITS 

PROVIDED BY PRIVATE/COMMERCIAL DENTAL PLANS USING A DPPO APPROACH. 

01/19/2012 

o THE MICHIGAN HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL PROGRAM AND NEW HAMPSHIRE'S 

NEDDKIDS PROGRAM PROVIDED COMMERCIAL COVERAGE TO PUBLICLY-INSURED 

POPULATIONS. 

14 
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COMPREHENSIVE AND RELIABLE DATA ON DENTAL SERVICES UNDER MANAGED CARE 

CONTINUE TO BE UNAVAILABLE DESPITE LONG-STANDING CONCERNS." 

MAXIMIZE PLAN COMPETITION 

THE EXCHANGE SHOULD STRIVE TO MAXIMIZE THE DENTAL PLAN CHOICES AVAILABLE TO 

CONSUMERS IN THE EXCHANGES. THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IN THE STATES THAT HAVE 

HISTORICALLY BEEN DOMINATED BY A SINGLE DENTAL CARRIER. THE PROSPECT OF A SINGLE DENTAL 

CARRIER IN A STATE EXCHANGE IS NOT UNLIKELY IN A MARKET WHERE CURRENTLY OVER 90 PERCENT 

OF AMERICANS WITH DENTAL COVERAGE HAVE THAT COVERAGE THROUGH STAND-ALONE PLANS. 

THE PLAN CERTIFICATION PROCESS SHOULD BE DESIGNED IN A MANNER THAT ATTRACTS MULTIPLE 

CARRIERS THAT OFFER DENTAL BENEFITS. 

A WIDE SELECTION OF PLANS WITH GOOD ORAL HEALTH BENEFITS AND PAYMENT STRUCTURES WILL 

BE OF UTILE VALUE UNLESS THE CONSUMER FULLY APPRECIATES THE COST AND BENEFITS OF THE 

VARIOUS PLANS. DENTAL BENEFITS OFFERED BY MEDICAL PLANS AND STAND-ALONE DENTAL PLANS 

IN THE EXCHANGE SHOULD ALLOW FOR "APPLES-TO-APPLES" COMPARISONS SO THAT CONSUMERS 

CAN EASILY UNDERSTAND THEIR CHOICES BASED ON PRICE, QUALITY AND OTHER FACTORS, SUCH AS 

PROVIDER NETWORK ADEQUACY. 

• ALL MEDICAL PLANS IN THE EXCHANGE OFFERING AN "EMBEDDED" CHILDREN'S ESSENTIAL 

DENTAL BENEFIT MUST ALSO BE REQUIRED TO OFFER A VERY SIMILAR MEDICAL POLICY 

WITHOUT THE DENTAL COVERAGE SO THAT CONSUMERS HAVE MORE REAL COVERAGE 

CHOICES. 

• To HELP THE CONSUMER UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH OF THE PREMIUM COST IS ATIRIBUTABLE 

TO THE DENTAL COMPONENT OF THE MEDICAL PLAN; THE COST OF THE EMBEDDED DENTAL 

COVERAGE SHOULD BE CLEARLY STATED. THIS IS NECESSARY TO ASSURE FAIR AND UNIFORM 

COMPETITION AND SHOULD BE EASILY ACCOMPLISHED AS INSURERS KNOW THE ACTUARIAL 

VALUE OF THE BENEFITS THEY OFFER. 

• THE ACA CORRECTLY PLACES A GREAT DEAL OF EMPHASIS ON ENSURING THE CONSUMER HAS 

ALL OF THE INFORMATION NEEDED TO MAKE AN INFORMED PURCHASING DECISION. 

DENTISTRY HAS LONG RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF AN INFORMED PATIENT IN HELPING 

TO MAKE TREATMENT DECISIONS AND BELIEVES A FULLY INFORMED CONSUMER WILL HELP 

MAKE THE HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE MARKETPLACE MORE EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE. 

01/19/2012 16 
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• PERMIT A BENEFICIARY TO DESIGNATE PAYMENT TO A NON-PARTICIPATING PROVIDER: A 

PLAN BENEFICIARY SHOULD BE ABLE TO DESIGNATE PAYMENT FOR COVERED SERVICES TO A 

PROVIDER WHO IS NOT PARTICIPATING IN THE NETWORK, SO THAT THE PATIENT DOES NOT 

HAVE TO PAY FOR SUCH SERVICES OUT-OF-POCKET AND WAIT TO BE REIMBURSED BY THE 

PLAN. 

STAND ALONE DENTAL PLANS VS. DENTAL RIDERS TO MEDICAL PLANS 

ORGANIZED DENTISTRY SUPPORTS AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE DENTAL PLANS, WHETHER THEY ARE 

STAND-ALONE PLANS OR DENTAL RIDERS TO MEDICAL PLANS, CAN ADEQUATELY COMPETE AND OFFER 

CONSUMERS OPTIONS FOR ACCESSING ORAL HEALTH CARE. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT BOTH TYPES OF PLANS ARE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE WITHIN AND OUTSIDE THE 

STATE EXCHANGES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL BUSINESSES. 

01/19/2012 18 
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HHS JS RECOMMENDING THAT A SUPPLEMENTAL PLAN ONLY BE MADE AVAILABLE IF THE 

BENCHMARK THE STATE SELECTS FOR BROADER HEALTH COVERAGE DOES NOT INCLUDE tlli:£. ORAL 

HEALTH SERVICES. THE GUIDANCE DOES NOT ADDRESS WHETHER A STATE SHOULD BE PERMIITED TO 

SUPPLEMENT THEIR BENCHMARK PLAN IF THE ORAL HEAL TH BENEFIT UNDER THE BENCHMARK IS 

LIMITED IN WHAT IT COVERS. 

ASSESSMENT OF BENEFIT COVERAGE IN BENCHMARK PLANS 

THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (OFFICE OF HEALTH 

POLICY, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES) EXAMINED BENEFIT COVERAGE IN 

EMPLOYER-SPONSORED INSURANCE IN THE SMALL GROUP MARKET AND STATE AND FEDERAL 

EMPLOYEE PLANS AND PUBLISHED THOSE RESULTS IN A DECEMBER 2011 RESEARCH BRIEF. 

THE AGENCY'S FINDINGS
1 

REGARDING PEDIATRIC ORAL HEALTH SERVICES ARE VERY LIMITED BECAUSE 

THE ONLY SERVICE MENTIONED IN THE REPORT IS "DENTAL CHECK-UP FOR CHILDREN." 

SMALL GROUP PLANS IN THE STATE 

THE THREE LARGEST SMALL GROUP PRODUCTS IN EACH STATE AND THE DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA COVERED "DENTAL CHECK-UPS FOR CHILDREN" ONLY 5 PERCENT OF THE TIME; 55 

PERCENT OF THE PLANS PROVIDED SUCH COVERAGE ONLY AS OPTIONAL COVERAGE; AND 40 

PERCENT DID NOT COVER "DENTAL CHECK-UPS FOR CHILDREN." 

STATE EMPLOYEE PLANS 

FORTY PERCENT OF STATE EMPLOYEE PLANS COVER "DENTAL CHECK-UPS FOR CHILDREN." 

FEDERAL EMPLOYEE PLANS 

THE REPORT STATES "PREVENTIVE AND BASIC DENTAL CARE" IS COVERED IN TWO FEDERAL 

EMPLOYEE PLANS (BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD STANDARD AND BASIC OPTIONS PLAN AND THE 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HEALTH ASSOCIATION STANDARD OPTION PLAN) BUT NO 

SPECIFICS ARE PROVIDED. 

CHIP 
THE CHILDREN'S HEALTH INSURANCE REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2009 (CHIPRA) 

INCLUDED A DENTAL BENEFIT REQUIREMENT FOR CHIP PROGRAMS. THOUGH ALL STATE 

PROGRAMS PROVIDED SOME DENTAL COVERAGE WITHIN THEIR CHIP PROGRAMS PRIOR TO 

1 Ten state employee plans were evaluated as well as the top three federal employee plans by enrollment. 

01/19/2012 20 
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• CLASS C (MAJOR) SERVICES, WHICH INCLUDE ENDODONTIC SERVICES SUCH AS 

ROOT CANALS, PERIODONTAL SERVICES SUCH AS GINGIVECTOMY, MAJOR 

RESTORATIVE SERVICES SUCH AS CROWNS, ORAL SURGERY, BRIDGES AND 

PROSTHODONTIC SERVICES SUCH AS COMPLETE DENTURES. 

• CLASS D (ORTHODONTIC) SERVICES WITH UP TO A 24-MONTH WAITING PERIOD. 

THE NATIONAL DENTAL CARRIERS ARE: 

• AETNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY; 

• GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HEALTH ASSOCIATION, INC. (GEHA); 

• METLIFE INC.; AND 

• UNITED CONCORDIA COMPANIES, INC. 

All plan brochures are available for downloading from the Dental websites. 

01/19/2012 22 
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December 23., 2011 

Dear Mr. Nichols: 

Thank you for your letter to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health Exchange 
Grant. Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to respond. 

An Oklahoma Health fusurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where costs 
aTe reduced, insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs, and where all 
insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers. As you may know, the idea of an 
Oklahoma Health fusurance Exchange is not a new one. fu 2009, the Oklahoma Legislature 
passed a bill that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where consumers 
could compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online location. We 
now plan to build on the already authorized exchange in an effo1t to expand access to quality, 
private health insurance for our citizens. 

Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act, or Obama.Care, and will continue to work to have it ove1turned. However, 
if this effo1t proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement the provisions 
outlined in the legislation. Therefore, creating the exchange in advance of the 2014 deadline for 
implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national model for providing citizens with 
quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles without interference from the federal 
government. At this time, we plan to establish the health insurance exchange utilizing state and 
private funding. 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all work 
together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share your 
thoughts and views with us. 

Sincerely, 

Brett Thomas 
Public Affairs Liaison 
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Which States Are Most Innovative?
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March 21, 2011 
 
Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
 
 
Dear NAME: 

 
Thank you for your letter to Governor Fallin regarding the Oklahoma Health Exchange 

Grant.   Governor Fallin understands your concerns and has asked me to respond.   
 

An Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange would be an online marketplace where costs 
are reduced; insurance products could be bought and sold to meet individual needs, and where all 
insurers could compete to promote real choices for consumers.  This is an exchange that 
Governor Fallin, along with the Oklahoma Insurance Commissioner, John Doak, and our state’s 
legislative leadership are committed to creating.  As you may know, the idea of an Oklahoma 
Health Insurance Exchange is not a new one.  In 2009, the Oklahoma Legislature passed a bill 
that authorized the creation of a health insurance exchange portal where consumers could 
compare and research various private health insurance plans in one online location.  We now 
plan to build on the already authorized exchange in an effort to expand access to quality, private 
health insurance for our citizens. 

 
Governor Fallin is strongly opposed to the federally mandated Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act, or ObamaCare, and will continue to work to have it overturned.  However, 
if this effort proves to be unsuccessful, the state must be prepared to implement the provisions 
outlined in ObamaCare.  Therefore, accepting the grant funding in advance of the 2014 deadline 
for implementation will allow Oklahomans to develop a national model for providing citizens 
with quality health insurance utilizing free-market principles without interference from the 
federal government. 
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your ideas and concerns. As we all work 
together to address the many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share your 
thoughts and views with us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Keili McEwen 
Director of Public Affairs 
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From: Thomasian, John
To: Reps
Subject: Health Insurance Exchange Workshop Invitation
Date: Thursday, July 28, 2011 3:50:17 PM
Attachments: NGAExchanges_Workshop_Agenda.docx

To all Washington reps and state-NGA contacts:
 
The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices is pleased to invite each
governor to send a state team to a workshop entitled: “Health Insurance Exchange
Implementation: Timelines, State Options and Federal Regulations.”  This workshop is
designed to offer state teams the opportunity to discuss issues related to the various
paths forward envisioned by the statute and recently-issued HHS proposed regulations
regarding Exchanges.
 
The workshop will cover the timelines and state obligations under the different
Exchange models.  A substantial portion of the workshop will be reserved for state-
only discussions.  Topics will include Medicaid integration, Exchange operations, risk
mitigation and financial issues.  Each topic will be introduced by a subject matter
expert, followed by small group discussions among similarly situated states.
  Additional details can be found in the attached agenda.   At the end of the meeting,
states will have the opportunity to speak to and hear from representatives from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

This meeting will be held in Arlington, Virginia.  On-site registration begins at 8:00 AM
on Thursday, September 8, 2011.  The meeting will conclude at 3:00 PM on Friday,
September 9, 2011.  The NGA Center will reimburse up to two people from each state
for travel and lodging expenses.  The state may send up to two additional people at
state expense (there is no meeting registration fee).  HHS has indicated that Exchange
Planning Grant funding can be used toward travel for state-funded participants.

The NGA Center will reimburse you for your airfare, hotel, and some other travel
related costs.  Please note, NGA has strict travel guidelines requiring pre-approved
waivers for any exceptions.  Please review the guidelines when you register, and if you
are traveling under circumstances outside of the norm (to and from different location,
different travel dates, etc), please contact Leslie Donaldson, ldonaldson@nga.org, for
prior approval. 
 
Click here to register or link to http://www.cvent.com/d/9cq7z3.  Please register prior
to the registration cut-off date of August 15, 2011.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
Krista Drobac
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        HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES WORKSHOP:

			                      TIMELINES, STATE OPTIONS AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS

         CRYSTAL CITY HYATT, ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA

                               SEPTEMBER 8-9, 2011

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8





**NOTE: EACH BREAKOUT SESSION WILL BEGIN WITH A SHORT OVERVIEW; STATES WILL THEN DIVIDE INTO GROUPS FOR DISCUSSION TAILORED TO STATE PREFERENCES AND EXCHANGE GOALS**  



		8:00 A.M. – 8:30 A.M.

		REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST





		8:30 A.M. – 9:30 A.M.



		OPENING PLENARY



Setting the stage: overview of different Exchange models, state roles under State/Hybrid/Federal Exchanges, timelines, and how to chart a path forward. 





		BREAKOUT SESSION 1

9:30 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 











		MEDICAID, ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT 



Discussion will include issues facing states in integrating the Medicaid program with the Exchange, including data sharing agreements, data flow, financing, coordinating with the federal data hub and other programs; timeline of necessary decisions; and state obligations.  The idea of “federal partnership” will also be discussed as well as possible federal expectations related program integration.



		11:00 A.M. – 11:15 A.M. 

		BREAK





		BREAKOUT SESSION 2

11:15 A.M. – 12:45 P.M.



		CREATION AND OPERATION OF EXCHANGES UNDER VARYING SCENARIOS



Discussion will include issues related to the establishment and operation of individual and SHOP Exchanges, by either the Federal government, a state or a hybrid model, including legislation, governance, sustainability, degree of state “ownership,” timeline of necessary decisions, estimated timeframe for selected areas, elements requiring further Federal guidance and state obligations.





		12:45 P.M. – 2:15 P.M.



		INFORMAL NETWORKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING LUNCH



		BREAKOUT SESSION 3

2:15 P.M. – 3:45 P.M.

		QUALIFIED HEALTH PLANS AND OPM PLANS



Discussion will include issues related to qualified health plans, including network adequacy, benefit design standards, criteria for participation in the Exchange, timeline of necessary decisions, and state obligations (and/or federal functions) under the different scenarios (state, federal, and hybrid).





		BREAKOUT SESSION 4

3:45 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.







		FINANCIAL ISSUES AND INSURANCE REGULATION 



Discussion will include issues related to insurance market stabilization, risk mitigation, non-Exchange market considerations, reinsurance, risk corridors and risk adjustment, timeline of necessary decisions, premium collection; federal subsidies and state obligations.  



		5:00 P.M. –6:30 P.M.



		RECEPTION









FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9









		7:30 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. 

		BREAKFAST





		BREAKOUT SESSION 5

8:30 A.M. – 10:00 A.M.









		MARKETING AND OUTREACH



Discussion will include issues related to consumer information, navigators, small and large employer involvement, stakeholder involvement, timeline of necessary decisions, and state obligations (and/or federal functions) under different scenarios (state, federal, and hybrid).



		10:00 A.M. – 10:15 A.M. 

		BREAK





		10:15 A.M. – 11:15 A.M.



		SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS:  CLARIFYING THE PATH FORWARD



What do you need/want from the federal government, short and medium term? What do you want from NGA and each other?





		11:30 A.M. – 12:15 P.M.



		SUMMARY OF STATE THEMES, CONCERNS AND NEEDS 



		12:15 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.



		INFORMAL NETWORKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING LUNCH



		1:30 P.M. – 2:45 P.M. 

		QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION WITH HHS OFFICIALS





		2:45 P.M. –3:00 P.M.

		CLOSING
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Director, Health Division
Center for Best Practices
National Governors Association, Suite 267
444 North Capitol Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Office: 202-624-7872
Cell: 202-415-3260
 
 
 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

 

 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

---
You are currently subscribed to [reps] as Andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov..
To unsubscribe, send a blank email to leave-199278-
158946.9da273b890faf8871af12dd59a396601@talk.nga.org..
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Health Insurance Exchange, Connectors, 
and the new marketplace for coverage: 

What does Oklahoma need? 

avid Kendrick, MD, M 
avia-Kendrick@ uhsc.e 

B SCHOOLoF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Agenda 

• The Challenge 

• Focus Group Overview 
• Case Studies 

• Focus Group results with examples in practice 
where avai lable 

• How does it all fit together? 
- Health Insurance Exchange 

- Health Information Exchange 

- Regional Extension Center 
- Electronic Hea lth Records 

- Personal Health Records 

B SCHOOLoF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE. 
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States in Top and Bottom Quartiles, 2009 and 2007 
State Rank 

D Top Quartile 

0 Second Quartile 

0 Third Quartile 

• Bottom Quartile 

2009 Ranking 

RANK STATE 

1 Vermont 
2 Hawaii 
2 Iowa 
4 Minnesota 
5 Maine 
5 New Hampshire 
7 Massachusetts 
8 Connecticut 
9 North Dakota 

10 Wisconsin 
11 Rhode Island 
12 South Dakota 
13 Nebraska 

39 Tennessee 
40 Alabama 
41 North Carolina 
42 Illinois 
42 New Mexico 
44 Florida 
45 Kentucky 
46 Texas 
47 Nevada 
48 Arkansas 
49 
50 
51 

Revised 2007 Ranking* 

RANK STATE 

1 Hawaii 
2 Vermont 
3 Iowa 
4 Connecticut 
5 New Hampshire 
6 Massachusetts 
7 Maine 
8 Rhode Island 
9 Minnesota 

10 Nebraska 
11 Wisconsin 
12 North Dakota 
13 South Dakota 

39 Alabama 
California 

41 Tennessee 
42 West Virginia 
43 Kentucky 
44 Georgia 

Florida 
Louisiana 

Nevada 

* Some state rates from the 2007 edition have been revised to match methodology used in the 2009 edition. 
SOURCE: Commonwealth Fund State Scorecard on Health System Performance, 2009 

~ 
{Ji 
~ 
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U.S. Variations in Child Health System Performance: A State Scorecard 
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Oklahoma is the only state where the death 
rate has gotten worse ..... 

Age-adjusted 

Death Rates 

1.050 

1,000 

950 

900 

850 

800 -+----..---.-~----..------. 

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 

Past 25 Years 

Some Factors 

1. Economic downturn~ 
healthy people and jobs 
left Oklahoma 

2. Poverty remained 

3. Heart Disease -
(Diabetes) 

4. Cancer 

5. Access to Care 

6. Obesity 

B SCHOOL oF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE 
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Hea lth Insurance Exchange 

• A health insurance exchange is an 
organized marketplace for the purchase of health insurance 

set up as a governmental or quasi-governmental entity to 

helps insurers comply with consumer protections and compete in cost
efficient ways,, and 

- facilitates the expansion of insurance coverage to more people. 

• Exchanges do not bear risk themselves - they are not insurers. 
Contract with private insurers and 

Possibly offer a public plan option to cover specified populations (such 
as those obtaining coverage through small employers and those 
without employer coverage). 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Exchange Purpose 

• Purpose and function of a health insurance 
exchange: 
- Offer consumers a choice of plans and refocusing 

competition on price, rather than widely varying 
benefits 

- Provide information to consumers 

- Create administrative mechanisms for enro llment 

- Enable portability 

- Reform the insurance marketplace- pre-existing 
conditions, cherry-picking 

B SCHOOL oF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Health Insurance Exchange 
Focus group meetings 

Purchasers, Providers 

Purchasers, Providers 

Agents 

Agents 

Payers 
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Case Study: 

Texas Insurance Purchasing Alliance 

• Established in 1993 to equalize rates paid by 
small employers with large groups 

• Pooled small employers into purchasing 
groups 

• Initially successfu l 

- Lowered premiums 

- Many insurers joined 

- Many employers participated 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Case Study: 

Texas Insurance Purchasing Alliance 
• Challenges: 

- 50 employee limit was not liked, but required change of 
law to amend. 

- M arket share remained too smal l to exert significant clout 
- Change of governor put Alliance in lower priority 
- Insurers were able to offer competing plans outside of the 

Alliance, and cherry-picking became a problem: 
• Hea lthier groups were signed up outside of the Alliance, leaving 
• Sicker groups in the Alliance7 Higher premiums7 Departure of 

many employers7 Col lapse 

- System failed within 6 years of launch. 

• Florida, North Carolina, and Ca lifornia all fai led as well, 
possibly for similar reasons: cherry picking 

B SCHOOL oF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE 
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Case Study: 
Massachusetts Health Connector 

• Established in 2006, as a semi-independent public 
agency with a public board 

• Mandated coverage for nearly all MA residents 

• Coverage is 
- free for residents earning less than 150% of the 

federal poverty level (FPL). 
- Subsidized for those earning up to 300% of the FPL. 

• Active participation of the largest insurers 
• Medicaid subsidies provided directly to private 

insurance (agreement with CMS) 

• Clear minimum coverage standards, certification 
of plans B SCHOOLOF 

COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE 
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Case Study: 
Massachusetts Health Connector 

• Simpl ified offerings: Bronze, Si lver, Gold level plans 
- Standardized to enable easy comparison 

• Web portal provides Education, Plan selection support, 
Enrollment 

• Extensive Call Center provides access to non-internet 
users 

• Credited with covering an additional 439,000 
Massachusetts residents as of April 1, 2008 

• As of 1/2010.1 only 2. 7% uninsured 

• Keys to success: mandate, insurance reform, subsidies, 
education/outreach. (focus groups- before, during and 
after) B SCHOOLOF 

COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE" 
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Case Study: 
Rhode Island planning 

• Planning stages, like Oklahoma 

• M any stakeholders involved in a planning process 

• Three key questions for stakeholders: 
1. Goals? 

a) Better organize the market, 

b) Provide affordable coverage for all citizens, 

c) Drive system affordability and cost containment 

2. How to meet goals? Administrative structure? 
Mandates required? Target Population? 

3. What are options and how do they compare? 

B SCHOOL oF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 

24188



Case Study: 
Rhode Island planning 

• Options identified: 
1. Mandate 1) minimum benefit standard for plans, and 2) 

coverage for those with access to "affordable" insurance. 
2. Mandate+ Market Transparency and Standardization by 

providing a website and ca ll center services 
3. Mandate+ Full Exchange for small employers, including 

enrollment, billing, and customer service 
4. Mandate+ Full Exchange for All = fundamentally changed 

marketplace- all insurance purchased through the Exchange 

• Conclusions: 
Begin with option 1 and work towards 4 

- Mandate requires identification of funds for subsidy 
- Individual and sma ll group markets need to be combined to 

achieve sca le 
- 3 & 4 require significant political investment 

B SCHOOLoF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE. 
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Oklahoma Focus Group Results: 
The five ''P's'' 

• Participants and Players 

• Policy 

• Preparing the Public Perception 

• Platform Features and Functions 

• Program Implementation Considerations 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Participants and Players {more P's) 

• Purchasers 

- Individuals 

- Families 

- Small Groups 

- Large Groups 

• Providers 

• Payers 

• Producers (Agents) 

• Policy-m akers 

B SCHOOL oF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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UTAH HEALTH 

EXCHANGE 

The Utah Health Exchange is the State's official hub for all of your health insurance needs. 

,-r:::::; 

Employers 

Use the Exchange to find the rndr.1dual or 

fariil~· plan that fits your needs. Compare 

features. pnces. and appl/ for coverage all 

rn one place. Shop tJow 

Use the Exchange to set up a define-0 

contribution plan. Your employees get 

-nultiple plan choices. You get cost 

predictao1lit>:· and greatlf svnplified :Jenefits 

""'lanage...,ent Learn l.1ore 

Employees 

Producers 

If you 1.vor'{ for a partic1patrng employer. you 

can us e the Exchange to choose fro..., a 

vane~· of plan options to get coverage 

tailorec tc ::ou and then enroll online. Learn 

r.1ore 

The Exchange can offer co"lprehensJVe 

plan choices to / Our d1ents and their 

e:nployees. Use defined contri!>ution plans 

to expand your clients· !:lenefits options and 
your ousiness. Learn r.1ore 
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Account Login • E·Pav • En Esoano! • !:!Sil;! • Contact Us 

~ -.. :{' ~ 9 News: "E-Pay- for Commonweallh Choice memoers. 9 

Find lnsu~~~ .Health C~ Refonn A Us - SEARCH 

' 

You need health insurance. The st at e's Health Connect or can help. 

We ' re your connection t o good health, 
Massachusetts! 

The Health Connector is an independent state 
agency that helps you find the right health 
insurance plan. 

Commonwealth Choice offers many options from 
brand·name health insurance plans. The~, all carry 
our Seal of Approval for quality and \'alue. 

Commonwealth Care is low or no·cost health 
insurance for people who qualify. 

Avoid tax penalties. Find out what' s available to you. 

Glad to be insured 

·1 was ycun-s. health)<. I a\wa)-S thought that I was 
invinc ible. It never eve n crossed my mind that I 
could get hurt.~ Andrew Herlihy, i'/ialden. 
Hear Andrew's stor.r and more ... 

Already a Commonwealth Care member? 

Register for access to your 
account 

Log in to Choose a health plan 
and 1oiew account information 

Do you have a question? 

1099 HC Information 

-~jj lf"ISit v s·t Ma Feedback · Site Policies 

IF -·1 MEDICINE' 
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Home Find Insurance Health Care Reform A Us - SEARCH 

F1nd Insurance: Affordability Tool 
QUESTION 3 - WHAT CAN YOU AFFORD TO PAY FOR HEAL TH INSURANCE? 

Based on you income and family size. 1ers see if you have a health insurance option that is considered afforda :;le. Click on the category that 
applies to you: 

• 1nci\1dual 

• I.lamed couple (two adults. no children/dependents) 

• Fan ily (at least one parent and at least one child/dependent) 

AFFORDABILITY TABLE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL 

Annual Income Monthly Premium 

Starting Point End Point 

so 510.836 so 
$10.837 516,248 so 

$16.249 $21,660 539 

521.661 527,084 577 

527.085 S32,496 $116 

$32,497 $39.000 $171 

$39.001 $44.200 $228 

$44.201 $54,600 $342 

$54.601 None Affordable 

C'inti '-"" • 1r 1nr-nme r"!:lnno Thon lnnt._, ~t tho - r .tnnthh.· Dror""'ir rM · fnr 'l:nr rr r~nn~ an tho <rrl r-nll 1mn P l o"!:lcc. UJrito linvun thi e: n 11 ,..., "'or 
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Policies Proposed by Focus Groups 

• Guaranteed Issue 
• Eliminate exclusions/penalties for pre-existing 

conditions- i.e. premiums do not depend on health 
status 

• Portability (between jobs, etc.) 
• Establish minimum creditab le coverage standards 

- enables purchasers to make "apples to apples" . 
comparisons 

• Certify plans to be in the Exchange 
- encourages public confidence 

• Focus on 11Affordability" 
• Mandate coverage (much debate on this topic, most 

against) 

B SCHOOLoF 
- Subsidy required if mandate put into place coMMuN1TY 

MEDICINE. 
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Policies Proposed in Focus Groups 

• Electronic signatures need to be allowed under 
Oklahoma law. 

• Coverage add-ons should be available for those 
who wish- and should be reflected in the 

• premium 
• Must have coverage for alcohol and drug abuse 

treatment 
• Strengthen resource partnerships with coverage 

for underlying drivers to uninsured perils (drug 
addiction treatments, etc.) i.e. allow ER's to refer 
out to mental hea lth, PCP clinics, etc. that are 
covered under patient's plans. 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Preparing the Public 

• Education, education, education 
- Establish a "culture of insurance"- teach about risk 

and risk mitigation strategies 
• Curriculum in junior high or earlier 

• Role-playing and simulation- "buy grade insurance against 
test failure" 

• Introduce more difficult vocabulary later- high school 

- Target "young invincibles" with stories from their 
peers- not too much shock and awe, but thought 
provoking. 

• Marketing campaign in advance of launch 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 

24199



peace or mine. 

Listen to a few of them. in their own words. 

" I was young. healthy. I always thought that I was invincible. It never even crossed my mind that I could get hurt." 

Andrew Herlihy. 25 years old. of Malden. Massachusetts 

At 6-foot-5 inches and 225 pounds. Andrew Herlihy of r,1 a1den is a force to !:le reckoned with on the t;asketball court when he·s not 

mountain oil<ing. hiking or ski ing. He also has to oe en top of his game running after-school and summer camp programs for kids. 

Listen to Andrei;· te/J his s:or.1. ct;ck here 

"If I didn 't have health insurance, I might not be around today to tell my story." 

Jaclyn Michalos. 28 years old. of Nonvood. r.1assachusetts 

Ha\1ng health insurance doesn't necessari l~· ran!-: high up on a twenty-something·s priority hst 

:-o hear Jaclyns story rt'/ her oiw'I i;·ords. click here. 

1:::;-:::===:;~::;::::::::7' ~~::;;rl "We are saving $600 a month by choosing a Health Connector plan." 

Kay & Gene \11/inakor. retired couple, of South Yarmouth. Massachusetts 

'Nhen Kay and Eugene '!'iinal<or retired to old Cape Cod last year. they were fortunate they didn't have to ?>ring their old health 
insurance plan with them. 

To hear me l~'inakors· sror;. Click here 

Intemet I Protected Mode: 0 1 
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Platform Features and Functions 

• Open access to quotes and details 
• Online enrollment 
• Secure logins with personal accounts 
• Require minimal standard coverage for listing 
• Certify all plans and companies before listing 
• Provide side-by-side comparisons of plans 

- Premiums, Provider networks, Drug formularies, Customer 
satisfaction ratings 

• KISS- keep it simple: Show only three levels of plan 
(Bronze, Si lver, Gold) 

• Use Wizards to guide consumer use of system 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE. 
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UTAH HEA L TH 

EXC HAN GE 

Health insurance plans pro·,1ce comprehensr1e r.iecie<l l coverage anc long-ter"1 financial protection for you anc your fa;:iil!'- Far.iilies and indi'w1duals who 

con't get insurance through their e""1ployer ...,a;· use this s ite to fine an insurance agent broker. purchase crrect from a earner. or co...,pare individual 

health insurance plans s1ce-:=:;-sice. 

Before n a!<ing a select1on. we encourage you to visit our Quality and Transparency informational oaae. 

We want you to '<:now -

XAetna 

Buy Direct 

Buy directly from a local Utah health 

insurance provider. 

Agent Search 

Locate an insurance agent in your area to 

help you choose a health insurance policy 

that meets your needs. 

Side by Side Comparison 

Compare Health insurance policies 

side by side. 
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(~ McAfee SECURt j 
TESTED DAILY 11-FEE 

Corsumer Guides 
;.. -·.~=r. - ::; :: ---

,.. ----- · _ ; ----

UTAH HEALTH 

EXCHANGE 
utah Health Exchange 

Enter the information requested below. along with the Age(s) 
insured plan members to be included in this proposal. 

NOTE: Items with a " are required ~ 

Try it' Not'sure what plan · 
, ;:;/ is right for you? 

J Click Here e 

Gender Age or DOB 

Acp l i :::s ~ :: M ,.. 27 

Sc~us-:: F ,.. 26 

::,.. ;1::· M .... l 

::;r;1::: M ,.. 

: nil:: M • 

- Child under one yesr: 1.-se 39e .,,-

Tobacco 
User? 

Full-time 
Student? 

~ Requested Effective Date: =.. February ~ March _ April 

What is your current health plan premium? (optional) S 

Maternity Coverage 
o Show All (Plans With & W ithout Maternity Coverage) 

_ Only Plans With Maternity Coverage 

Medical Plan Tvoe 

/month 

I SCHOOL OF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE 
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Find By 

Deductible Range 

~:c Ce::uc-~t: 'e (0) 

S' CC - s~::;c (10) 

........, S::'C1 • S 1.0CC (S) 

S I.CC ' - S2.SOC (9 ) 

s2.: c1 - SS.CCC (13) 

s:.cc· er mere (4) 

__ PtanType 

i;s.:,. (7) 

~PO (10) 

?OS (27) 

,:;, Price Range 

ae1cw s·oo (O) 

1 

COMPARE 

2 

COMPAAE 

3 

COMPARE 

4 

COMPARE 

5 

UTAH HEALTH 

EXCHANGE 

Utah Health Exchange 

selectmed+ Base Level 80/20 $7,500 
P'an - ype· PCS 
Dee;,ict:c1e: S7.50G 
!:'. r. Ccpay: S2S 
oo::i: S9.ooo 

'(lpatier: Hcsp:tai: 20% 
t.'aterr.11y: Yes 
Rx Caro. No 

selectcare+ Base Level 80/20 $7,500 
P ar -~·pe· POS 
Det:uct:b'e: S7.SOO 
c-. cc;:ay: S2S 
OOP. S9.00G 

l:'.patle:it Hcspt:at 20% 
r •aterr:-:y: Yes 
Rx Card No 

, ... 

$188.00 

$207.00 

Peak Plus Gold 80% $5,00() Medical/$500 Rx Deductible ***** 
O!an - ype: POS 
De~~ct:t:e: SS.GOO 
Dr. Copay: S1 S 
COP· S3.500" 

"'Patient Hcspital: 20% 
' 'atemity: Yes 
Rx Care: Yes 

ALT I US r AC-,-Coro1'on 

$227.83 

Peak Plus Gold 80% $5,000 Medical/SO Rx Deductible 
? ar. - ype: PCS 
Ce<:ruc: t:!e: SS.000 
D- Copay: S1S 
ooP: S2.soo· 

n .,,. ~--·· . ~ ·-·· --c .. 1 ...... 

•rpatie:'lt Hcsprtaf: 20% 
·:a!emrty: Y es 
Rx Care: Yes 

ALT I US T A c~-Corol'lan 

$243.66 

Peak Plus Platinum 70% $5,000 Medical/$500 Rx Deductible U·J:U!i~ 

Plan-ype: POS 'rpatient Hcsprtat 30% _ M_1C••llj .. 
O~uc!Jb!e· SS.ODO 1.'llter~:tv · Yes -~ ,w a."W 

>F 
ITY 
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Plan !lame 

earner 

Provider Directory 

Premium 

Plan Enrollment 

Benefits: 

Annual Deductible 

Annual Out-Of-Pocket Limit 

Lifetime Maximum 

Outpatient Benefits: 

Office Visits 

In 

Out 

In 

Out 

In 

Out 

In 

UTAH HEALTH 

EXCHANGE 
Utah Health Exchanc:e 

selectmed+ Base Level 80/20 S7,500 selectcare+ Base level 80/20 S7,SOO 

~select ''"'sa j1 ~select ~ea -~ .. 

Estimated Estimated 
Monthly Premium: 5261.00 Monthly Premium: S287.00 

selectmed+ Base Level 80/ 20 S7,500 selectcare+ Base level 80/20 $7,500 

Individual: S7,500 Family: S15,000 Individual: S7,500 Family: S15,000 

Individual: SS,500 Family: Sl7,000 Individual: SS,500 Family: Sl7,000 

Individual: S9,000 Family: SlS,000 Individual: S9,000 Family: SlS,000 

Individual: Sl2,000 Family: S24,000 Individual: Sl2,000 Family: S24,000 

S2,500,000 S2,500,000 

Sl,000,000 I Sl,000,000 

selectmed+ Base Level 80/20 S7,SOO selectcare+ Base Level 80/20 S7,500 

S25 Primary S40 Specialist (after 
Deductible) 

S25 Primary S40 Specialist (after 
Deductible) 

Out 40% 40% 

Peak Plus Gold 80% ss,ooo Medical/ 
ssoo Rx Deductible 

I ALTIUS 
T A Cownfly Heolltl CON l'fon 

Estimated 
Monthly Premium: S4-06.82 

~APPlXNQW ""'"'1 
'b .__ - ~ 

Peak Plus Gold 80% $5,000 Medical/ 
SSOO Rx Deductible 

Individual: SS,000 Family: Sl0,000 

Individual: Sl0,000 Family: S20,000 

Individual: S2,500 Family: S7,500 
(Deductible not Induded) 

Individual: S3,750 Family: Sll,250 
(Deductible not Included) 

S2,000,000 

Sl,000,000 

Peak Plus Gold 80% $5,000 Medical/ 
S500 Rx Deductible 

S15 Primary care Physicians; S30 after 
ded. Specialists 

40% 
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Health Plan Enrollment Request 
select:care+ Base Level 80/20 $7,500 

~select lsa i--~ 
Type POS 

Deductible S7,500 

Dr. Co-Pay S25 

Hospitalization 20% 

Rx Card SBC 

Maternity No Charge arrer Ded. 

Your Estimated Monthly Premium Is 

Application Request 

Applying Is Fast and Easy! 

Simply provide the following information . .ti.ge(s) 
shown are based on your selected effective date 
(31112010). Fields marked with an asterisk (~) 

are required. 

All information provided is CONFIDENTIAL and is 
never sold or distributed to anyone for any 
reason! 

[~ McAfee SECURE-I 
TESTED DAILY 11-FEE 

Contact r~ame* 

Address"' 

Logan UT 
S:c:~ 

84322 

Pc= . : ;:i Co::;: 

Daytime Phone "#:* 
-- -- ---

Email Address* FAX # 

Appticant(s) 

Gender Age Date of Birth"' \ '•/ eight 

.~ppficam:: M 27 

<:nn11~"'· i: )F\ 

Height lf 

f: 
-- ITY in 

-- --
ft rn 
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Platform Features and Functions 

• What-if scenario tools- help consumers estimate 
the 
- cost of expected elective procedures and diagnostic 

tests 
- Down-time, lost productivity due to procedures 

• Review EOBs in real time 
• Rate care, eva luate doctors, hospitals etc. 
• Rate payers, agents 
• Proxy capabilities to enab le parents, chi ldren to 

be caregivers and responsible for enrollment 

B SCHOOLoF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE. 
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Welcome 

B!ucCross BlueShic:d 
o~ Minnesota 

B;isrc Information 

hea lth care cost calcu lator 

Your Plan(s) 

Healthcare N~ds 

The questions belo·.v address your prescription use. Your ans· . ...-ers •:.rill improve beth the estimates cf your 
prescription needs, and the estimated cost of each prescription. 

.J 

37 
4 

\Vhen David g ets a prescription f or a m inor illness, 
does Davi d : 

0 

Ask fo r :i Ql'n<-r.c dru~ 

Select " Add a Prescription Drug·· f or each drug David 
takes regularly throughout the year , th<?n answer t he 
questions below. Se lect "'Not Su re- for any answers 
which are not known. 

subimo 

All information is intended for your general use onl;· and is not a substitute for medical advice or treatment 
for speci fi c medica l condit ions. You should seek prompt med ical care ~or an;r specific health issues and 

consult your ph·,·sician !l-:?fore taking :iny action on ;•our health. Use of this online s·:?rvic•:! is su!:>jed: to the 
Terms and Condit ions. "Su!limo · is the trademark of \.'lebMD Health Services Group. Inc. Fundin g for th is 
site is provided ~·:the org:in i=ation listed at th e top of this page. ~ 200:-2008, WebMO Health Services 

r- ... -. • . - 1 - ... .a ll o :- ;...a.- o ..... _ ..... _ ,_,., 
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Platform Features and Functions 

• Pre-test users to determine level of understanding 
before making purchase or selection 

• Live online chat and phone support 

• Communicate with payers and agents in an officially 
documented, secure system 

• Social networking tools to work with 
- Agents and customer service reps 

- Other patients who may have similar conditions 
(anonymously) 

• Review ratings for providers, hospitals, payers, etc. 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Platform Features and Functions 

• Enable providers to determine coverage for 
specific procedures and rules for prior 
authorization 

• Provide real time reporting on site usage and 
system statistics 

• Specific dashboards tailored for policy-makers 
on key statistics 

• Assess means before offering plan 
("Affordable plans11

, given user's situation) 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Account Login • E-Pay • En Espanol · Help • Contact Us 

~ ~~ -Home Health Care Reform About Us SEARCH 

Overview Find a Plan FAQ 

Find Insurance: Individuals Et Families 

FIND INSURANCE TODAY 

'l\le can help you find health insurance that is a good 11alue. Explore the choices. Find the plan that is right for you. 

Use th e box at right to get started. 

EXEMPTIONS FROM THE MANDATE 

Don't think that you can afford health insurance? Learn if you might !le exempt from the Health Care Reform lav/ s 
penalties. 

r,1ore on exemptions ... 

RENEWING YOUR COMMONWEALTH CHOICE PLAN? 

V\lant to change your plan during your open enrollment or renewal period? Can 1-866-636-4654. The TIY line for 
hearing or speech-impaired caners is 1-888-213-8163. 

DID YOUR EMPLOYER SEND YOU? 

Use your employer 10 nu'.Tloer to shop for a Commonwealth Choice plan. 

Go to "for employees· area 

SELF EMPLOYED? 

Commonwealth Choice could !:le a good option for you. Sut if you· re tryi ng to qualify for Commonwealth Care. income 
standards are based on total tiusiness income. as reporteo on your federal tax return. 

Contact us 

Get Started 

Your family size is: 6 (change) 
9 If your current gross family 

income is less than 
$88.596.00/yr 
(57.383.00/mo). you may be 
eligible for the Commonwealth 
Care program. 

If your current gross family income is 
more than this level. then ... 

SHOP FOR INSURANCE NOW 

·~y~ Visit Mass.gov Site Map · Feedback · Site Poticies 
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• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Program Implementation Considerations 

Additional coverage options: Allow additional features to be added to 
plans by an insurer, but the Exchange should be responsible for reviewing 
and approving the additions to ensure they are meaningful and valuable 
to patients. 
Equal access to coverage, regardless of health status: Consumers should 
have equal access to all plans and all benefit categories, regardless of pre
existing conditions or complexity of current health situation . 
Pricing should be negotiated between payers and the Exchange . 
Oklahoma High Risk Pool: Include information about the Oklahoma High 
Risk pool (although this may be altered with elimination of pre-existing 
conditions as a barrier). 
Training and certification on the Exchange system for: 
- Patient advocates who can act as proxies to enroll people in the community. 

Call-center staff to provide phone (and live chat and screen-share) assistance 
to help with the use of the on line system or to replace it altogether. 
Producers/Agents 
Provider offices 

Learn from other states - imitation is flattery (and cheaper thm · E:SeftoF 
from scratch) ~ COMMUNITY 

MEDICINE 
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Program Implementation Considerations 

• Leverage an internet portal as the primary vehicle of enrollment, usable 
from many places 

Patient at home 
On mobile devices- iPhone app? 
State and local government offices and locations (DMVs, health department 
offices, etc.). 
Public places with internet access, such as public libraries. 

• Account for populations who cannot or will not use Internet by enabling 
proxy enrol lments by authorized individuals. 

Embedded in the care seeking process: Partner with local health 
departments, providers, and emergency rooms to provide assistance to those 
who present for care without coverage, or who wish to change their coverage 
options while there. 
Community outreach: Partner with houses of worship, schools, grocery stores, 
pharmacies, and many other organizations to enroll those who are not yet 
seeking care. Severa l innovative enrollment events were suggested: 

• Department of Motor Vehicles- nearly all adults pass through these locations at some 
point 

• Churches and houses of worship- the most powerful motivator in many Oklahoma 
communities. 

• Public schools and Universities: leverage existing records tracking a SCHOOL OF 

• Life and taxes: Partner with income tax assistance programs [g ~~~I~~~TY 
24213



Potentia I Cha 1 lenges 

• Mandate- will be difficult to get 

• Subsidies- cou ld be more difficult to get, but 
cou ld shift CMS dollars to support 

• Differentiators 
- Competition in Exchanges focuses pricing with 

limited variability and customization, but 

- Payers feel that benefits design is an important 
part of the value they bring- and want to retain 
the abi lity to compete on features and service as 
well. 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE 
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How does it all fit together? 

• Where does the Health Insurance Exchange fit 
with our other Health IT initiatives? 
- Local EMR rollouts 

- Regional Health Information Exchanges 

- State level Health Information Exchange 

- State Agency Health Information Exchanges 

- Regional Extension Center 

- Patient Portals 

- Provider Portals 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE. 
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Anatomy of HIE 

Patient Portal 

Electronic Master 
Patient Index 

Provider Portal 

Medical 
Education 

Population Care 
Ana lytics 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE. 
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Regional Extension Center 

• Charged with : 

- Increasing the deployment of certified EH Rs 

- Enabling providers to achieve "Meaningful Use" 

B SCHOOLOF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE' 
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Fitting Pieces Together 

Health 
lnsur:an~ 
Exchange 

Personal 
Health Health 

Information Record 
Exchange 

Electronic 
Hea lth 
Record 

'.......... 

B SCHOOL oF 
COMMUNITY 
MEDICINE 
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Health law goes to court - Day three
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 8:58:22 AM

 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

STATELINE
REPORTING

Justices consider severability and Medicaid 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

On a national political scale, severability — the question of whether the health law can stand if the so-called

“individual mandate” falls — is the weightier of the two issues the court will hear today. But for states, the

health law’s required expansion of Medicaid to some 16 million more people is by far the top issue.

In New Jersey, Christie keeps up his confrontational style 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: On the same day a poll showed that 87 percent of New Jersey voters are tired of their

politicians insulting one another, Governor Chris Christie likened some of his adversaries in the state

legislature to “pigs at the trough.”

Unregulated pipelines raise safety concerns 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT BEAT: State regulators are struggling to keep tabs on tens of thousands of

miles of federally unregulated pipeline, making it difficult to assess safety risks.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: In court, sharp questions on health care law's mandate
By Adam Liptak, The New York Times
WASHINGTON — With the fate of President Obama's health care law hanging in the balance, a lawyer for

the administration faced a barrage of skeptical questions on Tuesday from four of the Supreme Court's

more conservative justices, suggesting that a 5-to-4 decision to strike down the law was a live possibility.

MA: In Massachusetts, insurance mandate stirs some dissent
By Abby Goodnough, The New York Times
BOSTON — Wayde Lodor is part of the 2 percent: the roughly 120,000 residents of Massachusetts who

24224
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lack health insurance despite the state's landmark 2006 law requiring almost every adult in the state to

have it. He is likely to face a penalty this year, having made enough money under the state's guidelines to

afford a health plan. But Mr. Lodor, an independent product development consultant from Leominster,

remains defiant.

NJ: How N.J. towns' countless tax appeal settlements are costing the
state billions 
By Stephen Stirling and Sarah Portlock, The Star-Ledger (Newark)
Swamped with a near-record number of tax appeals, New Jersey municipalities are choosing to settle more

than ever rather than fight them, costing the state billions of dollars in lost tax base and wreaking havoc on

local budgets, a Star-Ledger analysis has found.

NY: Cuomo, leaders announce final deal on state budget
By Jon Campbell, Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester)
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and legislative leaders rolled out a final agreement Tuesday on a $132.6 billion state

budget, tying up loose ends on a tentative deal that came together the day before.

CT: Governor reacts diplomatically to education vote
By Jacqueline Rabe Thomas, The Connecticut Mirror
One day after legislators substantially watered-down his proposed education reforms, Gov. Dannel P.

Malloy opted for a resolute, if diplomatic, approach to the revisions by the Education Committee.

LA: House approves Gov. Bobby Jindal's proposal rewarding
donations for private-school tuition
By Bill Barrow, The Times-Picayune (New Orleans)
The second of Gov. Bobby Jindal's two proposals for taxpayer-financed private school tuition cleared the

Louisiana House of Representatives on Monday, marking the legislative halfway point for the

administration's proposed overhaul of primary and secondary education.

TX: Governors to tour plant where 'pink slime' is made
By Kristi Eaton, The Associated Press, The Austin American-Statesman
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. -- The leaders of at least four states plan a visit to the only place where a beef product

known as "pink slime" is still made, an effort aimed to support its embattled manufacturer, a company

spokesman said Tuesday.

WI: As Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett waits to enter recall race against
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, new poll shows him ahead of
Democrat Kathleen Falk
By The Associated Press, The Post-Crescent (Appleton)
All eyes are on Democratic Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett this week as he nears making public his decision

on whether he will challenge Republican Gov. Scott Walker in a recall, a move that would shake up the

race and possibly give voters a rematch of the 2010 election.

KS: Kansas House and Senate negotiating plans to cut millions in
taxes
By Scott Rothschild, The Lawrence Journal-World
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A House-Senate conference committee started work Tuesday on negotiating legislation that contained

hundreds of millions of dollars in proposed tax cuts.

ID: Idaho ultrasound bill killed
By Betsy Z. Russell, Spokesman-Review (Spokane)
Idaho's forced ultrasound bill was killed for good Tuesday, when a House committee chairman said he

won't allow a hearing on the bill and anti-abortion activists said they're withdrawing it.

AZ: Arizona Senate votes to ban abortions after 20 weeks
By Howard Fischer, East Valley Tribune
On a 20-10 margin, the state Senate voted Tuesday to ban virtually all abortions at 20 weeks of gestation,

a measure that Planned Parenthood Arizona says makes it the most restrictive in the nation.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 10:13:52 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
eldon redmond

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
ponca city

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74601

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Thank you for your opposition in the past to Obama Care and i urge you to reject
ANY Insurance Exchange. Accepting or setting up Insurance Exchanges will basically
enroll Oklahoma into Obama Care! Also, i urge you to oppose the expansion of
Medicaid!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:23:15 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dale Jeffers

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Healthcare Exchanges

Message: 
Honorable Governor Mary Fallon: As a lifelong citizen of Oklahoma, I urge you to
resist approving healthcare exchanges required by Obamacare. At a time when our
United States Constitution appears to play no role in the whims of elected officials,
citizens expect our local and state representatives to resist mandates from the
federal government that are antithetical to anything addressed in the Constitution.
It is now or never to stand firm against an ever encroaching and tyrannical federal
government, a government that proposes a major change in the lives of Americans
by concocting legislation in the dead of night consisting of several thousands of
pages, written by God only knows who, and speedily pushed through Congress with
no opportunity for legitimate interpretation or debate. We are depending on you to
draw a line in the sand and stand for the rights guaranteed American citizens and
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the individual states in our union by the U.S. Constitution. Respectfully,

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 9:09:09 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
David L Hall

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74136

Subject: 
Obamacare Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Please DO NOT accept the Federal government's Obamacare exchange. Thank you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 8:34:52 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Keith LeBaron

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73072

Subject: 
No Insurance Exchanges

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, I wanted to contact you and say that I support your firm stand
against Obamacare in the past and I want to encourage you to keep standing
strong against it. I know that you are probably under a lot of pressure to do these
health exchanges or the expansion of Medicaid, but please stand firm and say no! I
don't want our state to implement any part of Obamacare. Stand up for We The
People, not for special interests. Sincerely, Keith LeBaron

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24233



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:50:36 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dan Swaim

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74020

Subject: 
Oppose Insurance Exchange!

Message: 
Remind the Governor that she works for you and not the health care lobby or the
federal government! Make it clear that you will be watching her actions and that
you will hold her accountable should she implement her ObamaCare health
exchange scheme. We have come too far to give up now. We must insist that Fallin
refuse the implementation of ObamaCare in Oklahoma immediately!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:19:27 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Carla Showman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74136

Subject: 
medical exchanges

Message: 
Please do not allow Oklahoma to be involved in the Medical Exchanges. Please do
all that is possible to remove us from the umbrella of "ObamaCare" Thank you for
your service to Oklahoma in this critical hour.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 7:11:39 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74115

Subject: 
State run healthcare exchanges

Message: 
I urge you to follow the example of least 11 other states including Georgia, Kansas,
Missouri, South Carolina, Texas and Alaska and maybe Florida will refuse to set up
state run healthcare exchanges. This forces HHS to set up the exchanges, saving
state taxpayers tens of millions of dollars. It also sets up a fight: the IRS has
declared that it can penalize businesses and individuals but ObamaCare's authors
forgot to mention FEDERALLY set up exchanges for IRS penalties. The IRS does not
get to write tax law no matter how much the Obama administration wants to paper
over this error. This is the new front for repeal. The citizens of Oklahoma do not
want Obamacare and have voted in previous elections to opt out of it. This is a new
tool in your arsenal to fight against it for the citizens of this state.
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 5:29:08 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dianna Street

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73034

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please refuse all federal â€œbribeâ€ money and mandates to implement
ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma. This is something two-thirds of
Okalhoman's do NOT want. Stand with us on this, don't let us be bullied by the
Federal Government

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:59:16 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Shane Stidham MD

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73170

Subject: 
No to Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has given
you a deadline to respond on theAffordable Care Act (ACA)government health
insurance exchanges: Friday, November 16, 2012. Only 15 states have responded. I
recommend and request that you do not respond to the HHS exchange decision
deadline, and that you do not in any way comply with their request for a decision.
My reasons are simple: All exchanges under the ACA are federal exchanges under
federal law and federal regulatory control, including federal regulations yet to be
written and those already written (ie. final exchange rule, the costly final risk
adjustment rule and proposed essential health benefits rule, and the extra-legal IRS
premium subsidies/tax credits rule as U.S. Congressman Darrell Issa has called it).
There is no state control. The ACA does not and cannot require you to set up a
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health exchange.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 8:35:02 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John Loring Aldridge

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74132

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Please keep Oklahoma out of every aspect of obamacare. Oklahoma is a red state.
Oklahoma rejects obama and obamacare,.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 6:58:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Phillip Rehrig

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Del City

State: 

Zipcode: 
73115

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I am writing to urge you to resist ObamaCare by refusing to
set up a state run exchange. I want you to know that I support you in passively
resisting Obamacareâ€™s very aggressive federal intrusion on our state
sovereignty! Sincerely, Phil Rehrig

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 6:42:57 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Clark Morter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73069

Subject: 
Obamacare State Exchange

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I am a conservative Republican and a member of Norman Tea
Party. I am a retired State employee and worked for DHS as a social worker with a
specialty in Medicaid programs. Please do not engage Oklahoma in a State
Exchange for Obamacare! I can not say that strongly enough, I feel that if you
volunteer Oklahoma to enter Obamacare, or the expanded Medicaid program, then
you would be purposefully acting against the best interests of our nation, our state
and our people. Please stand firm against Obamacare and every other usurpation of
freedom, whether mixed with foolish spending or not. Thank you for showing
yourself a patriot in these dangerous times. Clark Morter

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 6:26:30 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tim Baxter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74953

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I'm writing to let you know that my family and I oppose the
Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion. It is your duty to refuse all federal â
€œbribeâ€ money and mandates to implement ObamaCare health exchanges in
Oklahoma. Please remember that you work for the people of Oklahoma and not the
health care lobby or the federal government! I want to be clear that we will be
watching your actions and that we will hold you accountable should you implement
the ObamaCare health exchange scheme. We must insist that you refuse the
implementation of ObamaCare in Oklahoma immediately! It is your responsibility as
Governor under the 10th Amendment to stand up to the over-reaching power of the
federal government and protect the citizens of Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:37:54 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Grady Locke

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73169

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Several states governors have announced they will not implement Obamacare in
their states. This is a stand of courage and a demonstration that states rights will
not be easily trampled by the federal government. This president has done
everything in his power to destroy the Constitution and the laws of this land that do
not serve his purpose. He has openly broken his oath of office and violated the
Constitution almost daily. The states must take a strong and united stand to end his
reign of unchecked power grabbing and rapid change to â€˜Socialismâ€™. Failure
to do so will ultimately end in another civil war; one that will make the last one look
like a 4th of July party. I respectfully, and earnestly, request that you join with
these governors and take a stand for the people of Oklahoma and the nation
against this tyrant
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:30:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
James Couch

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Eufaula

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74432

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
It is the responsibility of the Governor under the 10th amendment to stand up to
the over reaching power of the Federal Govt. and protect the Citizens of Okla.
Therefore I urge You to refuse all Federal "Bribe" money and mandates to
implement ObamaCare health exchanges in Okla. You Work for the People of Okla.
and not the Federal Govt. Thank You, James Couch..

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:17:23 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mark Sarsfield

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Obamacare Fight

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I speak for many Oklahomans when I say that we appreciate your
firm stance against Obamacare in the past and that OK needs to resist it now, more
than ever, by continuing to say NO to the state level insurance mandate and the
expansion of Medicaid. OK can do just fine on its own without federal meddling in
our lives and health insurance. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24253



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 4:01:32 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jerry Coulter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Antlers

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
745239431

Subject: 
health insurance exchange

Message: 
Governor, I humbly and respectfully urge your non-compliance with the federal
mandate to set up an insurance exchange and to also urge you to do your very
best to convince other governors to follow your lead. Please,Ma'am, strong
governors may well be our last hope.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:51:02 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Brian Capps

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73110

Subject: 
Health Care Law exchange

Message: 
Contrary to popular myth, states are under no obligation to expand Medicaid or
create a health insurance exchange, and they should refuse to do either. That from
Michael F. Cannon, director of health policy studies at the Cato Institute. He argues
that the costs to the private sector will be significant if states agree to create
exchanges. Read more: http://freedomoutpost.com/2012/11/states-can-shut-down-
obamacares-big-spending-plans/#ixzz2CEhasqU6

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:23:30 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gary Andrews

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74134

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Two-thirds or more of Ok citizens voted for Romney and indirectly against
ObamaCare. Most of the country is against ObamaCare. As the direct representative
of the people of OK, I am respectfully asking that you refuse all federal â€œbribeâ€
money and mandates to implement ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma.
Please do not allow special interests groups or lobbyists to usurp the will of the
voting public. There are several states which want to secede from the union
because the federal government will not listen to the people which it governs.
Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:02:36 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
James Henry

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Owasso

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
Please continue to fight against Obama care in Oklahoma

Message: 
Two-thirds of the state of Oklahoma voted against President Obama this election.
The citizens of Oklahoma overwhelmingly voted to reject ObamaCare in the 2010
elections. Please do not allow pressure from groups such as Big Insurance, Big
Hospital chains and Big Government bureaucrats to ignore the people and foist this
upon us and give in and implement the ObamaCare health exchange scheme.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 12:50:13 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Victoria Adams

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bixby

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74008

Subject: 
OBamaCare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin I do admire you and everything you have done for our state.
If you have already stated what you intend to do regarding ObamaCare I
appologize for not having read it. Please Governor follow other fellow Governors
and reject it for Ok it is pushing socialism onto the American people and there is no
turning back Obama thinks he can do this to us. Thank You

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:55:15 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Carolynn Richmond

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
Refusal of ObamaCare in OK

Message: 
Remind the Governor that she works for you and not the health care lobby or the
federal government! Â  Dear Govenor Fallin, I want to encourage you to refuse the
implementation of ObamaCare in Oklahoma immediately! Please remember that as
our state's elected representation, you work for the people of this great state and
not the health care lobby or the federal government! As our Govenor, your actions
are being watched and you will be held accountable should you choose to
implement your ObamaCare health exchange scheme. Â  We have come too far to
give up now. Respectfully, Carolynn Richmond

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24263



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:51:25 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Randy Gann

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
741331122

Subject: 
Health Care Exchanges

Message: 
I expect you to do your duty to the citizens of Oklahoma and resist the federal
"bribe" money and mandates to implement ObamaCare health exchanges.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:26:32 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Susan Goodman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73013

Subject: 
Health Care and Medicaid Expansion

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Since the citizens of Oklahoma voted overwhelmingly to reject
Obamacare and to reject re-electing President Obama, it is clear the citizens want
you to reject helping to implement Healthcare Exchanges or expanding Medicaid. I
understand you are being pressured by forces other than the citizens to submit to
the federal governments' expansion of power over the states and citizens. Of All the
states, Oklahoma should be leading the nation and pushing back against the
Federal government when it means loosing more liberty. Please prove yourself to
be the conservative, strong Governor you campaigned you would be. PLEASE DO
NOT CAVE IN TO THE SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS INSTEAD OF PUTTING THE
CITIZENS' FIRST. Republican leaders have to start showing more backbone.
Sincerely, Susan Goodman
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:18:03 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ramona Holden

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Cameron

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74932

Subject: 
For Obama Care

Message: 
I know you are probably getting a lot of e-mails from people saying they are
against ObamaCare. I thought you might want to hear from someone that wants it,
and hopes that it is a good thing. No reply needed.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 9:08:51 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mark Pritchard

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73130

Subject: 
Obamination Care

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin, Please be aware I am against the Federal governments takover of
the Healthcare system. Obamanation care is unconstitutional and must not be
implemented. I want you to stand up and refuse the bribe money offered by the
Feds to implement OBC. Healthcare exchanges are left up to the states under the
10th amendment and should never be implemented in OK. Your saw how
overwhelming the state voted in favor of Romney and conservative values. Less fed
Government and more local stae government. Thank you, Mark Pritchard, 405-401-
5538

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 8:21:58 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
james loague

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Harrah

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73045

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Reject obamacare.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 8:17:27 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tim Peitz

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73128

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please do not consider implementing Obamacare in our state. We can get by
without the medling of the federal government in our lives. Listen to the people
who elected you. Thank you. God Bless.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 7:00:57 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kent Pendleton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74017

Subject: 
Healthcare exchange

Message: 
Please,,PLEASE don not setup a healthcare exchange with the federal government.
Taxing citizen's who do not have insurance is not providing insurance!!! This plan
created by Obama is not constitutional! It violates the 10th amendment. Please
continue to stand firm against the federal government. Oklahoman's have NO
DESIRE to live in a socialist country and that fact is plainly obvious in last weeks
election results for our state. Please continue to make us proud to call you our
Governor. Thank you for your time. And may God save this great republic which I
hold so dear.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24273



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:54:55 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Matthew Q Llewellyn

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74104

Subject: 
ACA - ObamaCare

Message: 
Governor Mary Fallin, I'm writing regarding the Affordable Care Act, known more
commonly as ObamaCare. Every state must choose to adopt or reject ObamaCare. I
am asking you to reject the implementation of ObamaCare for Oklahoma. If you
feel this is a decision best left to the people, I ask you to quickly organize a bill to
accept or reject the ACA and put it to a vote of the people. Oklahoma being the
only state to have voted against Obama in every single county in both elections, I
think it's clear what the will of the people is. We greatly fear, and rightfully so, the
massive implications that undoubtedly will occur because of the ACA, including, but
not limited to; massive increases in healthcare cost, massive increases in insurance
premiums, massive increases in wage freezes and lay-offs, massive increases in
taxes as company paid premiums become taxable income for employees, and of
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course, ultimately, economic failure and collapse of the amazing American
healthcare system.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 5:54:04 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Judy doyle

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken arrow

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74012

Subject: 
Health care exchanges

Message: 
Please do not support the exchanges. Our state has clearly defined our Support
(zero) for Obamacare. We ask you not to cave in to the exchange Plan.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 12:04:37 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
BJ Holt

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 

Zipcode: 
741457713

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please honor your promise to reject all facets of Obamacare. It is still
unconstitutional, too controlling, and too expensive. Oklahoma should not be bound
by Obamacare in any way. Thank you for your continued Honor and integrity. You
have my prayers, and God's laws are perfect.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 10:06:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Charles Randall

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
60061

Subject: 
Obamacare health insurance exchange

Message: 
Please tell the Feds that Oklahoma will NOT be establishing a health insurance
exchange for Obamacare! As our national debt approaches $17 trillion and we
continue to face serious fiscal issues at the state level, this is not the time for the
State of Oklahoma to expend additional resources on managing healthcare. Thank
you!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:38:06 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ken Biddle

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73012

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please stick to your plan to reject Obamacare mandates for oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:23:31 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Herman Manning

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Del City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73115

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I request that you refuse all federal Ã¢ï¿½ï¿½bribeÃ¢ï¿½ï¿½ money and mandates
to implement ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:09:55 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
William Pierce

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Ringling

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73456

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Say no to it we dont need or want it .................... it will only get the people in to
depend more on the state give them the enviorment to be as unequal as they want
to be on their own wishes

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:05:02 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Linda Garrett

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Owasso

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74055

Subject: 
Insurance exchange & medicaid expansion

Message: 
Governor Fallin, I oppose the insurance exchange and medicaid expansion. I am
asking you to refuse all federal bribe money and mandates to implement
ObamaCare health exchange in OKLA. You work for the people of Oklahoma not the
health care lobby or the federal government. It is your responsibility as Governor
under the 10th Amendment to stand up to the over-reaching power of the federal
government and protect the citizens of Oklahoma. Governor Fallin please refuse the
implementation of ObamaCare in Oklahoma immediately! Linda Garrett

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:50:29 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tony Boswell

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Enid

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73703

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Last year, you returned all Federal monies earmarked to
implement ObamaCare, and this year, as an Oklahoma resident, I ask that you
oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid expansion on my behalf and I
demand that you continue to refuse all federal "bribe" money and mandates to
implement ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma! Oklahoma resoundingly
rejected ObamaCare last week. Fully two-thirds of Oklahoma voters voted against
President Obama, and I was one of them. And the U.S. Supreme Court's recent
decision prevents the federal government from forcing states to implement
ObamaCare"s Medicaid expansion by withholding all Medicaid funding from any
State that refused to do so. Contrary to what some special interest groups are
trying to say, I am an informed voter and I know that we are not going to be in
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trouble if we don"t implement ObamaCare. I will be watching you, and I will hold
you accountable as a registered voter!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:26:53 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jeff Edelman

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74107

Subject: 
obamacare/health exchanges

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I respectfully ask that you reject the federal funds for the
health exchange. Please know that socialism/subsidies can not be sustained. The
free market and liberty are the cures for what ails us. Be a Patriot and stand as a
bulwark against this degradation of our inherent and God-given rights. I pray God
will give the wisdom and courage to make the proper choice. Respectfully, Jeff
Edelman

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:17:08 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jerry Hughes

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
moore

State: 

Zipcode: 
73160

Subject: 
obama care

Message: 
We the people did not vote for obama , and we sure do not want obamacare.
Please keep this in mind when making choices . Thankyou

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:14:45 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Cynthia Rountree

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond

State: 
TX

Zipcode: 
73034

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Hi Gov. Fallin, Please have lots of courage when deciding what to do about the
healthcare exchange. It will have a devastating outcome for our family owned
diners. We are really very afraid and are counting on you to do everything you can
to bring down this law. Thanks for suing, and if you can keep from creating an
exchange, then please please don't create one. You are in our prayers. We are so
blessed that a strong Republican is our governor. Warm regards, Cynthia Rountree

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:00:35 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jerry R Brown

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Norman

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73071

Subject: 
OBAMACARE

Message: 
Honorable Governor Fallin - Please do not give in to Insurance, Hospital, and Big
Government lobbies to go back on your word to us to NOT implement ObamaCare.
It is nothing more than part of his plan to create a Big Government upon which
people are dependent - and the next think you know we have a new Hitler. Why
would POTUS spend MILLIONS of dollars to HIDE his birth certificate?? Any true
American that I know doesn't have a problem showing it. Governor, he is a true,
blue, dyed in the wool hard-line RADICAL MUSLIM who has vowed to take down
America. Please, Please, don't assist him in any way. He's done far too much
damage already - let in as many illegal aliens as possible, keep the masses poor,
and all of a sudden - you are the Dictator! And that's his aim. You've taken a stand,
please don't go back on it. 23 yr US Navy Veteran: in-country Viet Nam veteran:
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cold-war crewmember on unarmed reconn aircraft. Thank you Governor and GOD
Bless!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 7:53:12 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Gary Cummins

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Altus

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73521

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
As a citizen of Oklahoma, I pray you will stand fast on not allowing the
implimentation of ObamaCare in Oklahoma. I understand you are coming coming
under pressure from groups such as Big Insurance, Big Hospital chains and Big
Government bureaucrats to ignore the people and foist this upon us. I hope you do
what's best for Oklahomans and refuse the implementation of ObamaCare in
Oklahoma immediately! Thank You for standing up for what is right!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24293



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24294



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 7:22:34 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Yukon

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73099

Subject: 
HEALTH CARE EXCHANGES

Message: 
http://freedomoutpost.com/2012/11/states-can-shut-down-obamacares-big-
spending-plans Dear Governor Fallin, I would strongly urge you not to set up health
care exchanges in Oklahoma. Accorning to the CATO website above we are not
required to do so. The Obamacare plan will greatly cost Oklahoman's and give us
less health care choices. You can make a stand against this federal government
intrusion and urge you to do so. Other governors are considering this step as you
well know. Respectfully for freedom, Merl Sholtess

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24295



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24296



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 7:19:21 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ty Nordic

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Bartlesville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74006

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Governor Fallin: PLEASE oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion!
Two-thirds of the state voted against President Obama!! We do not want Oklahoma
to be saddled with this burden! The citizens of Oklahoma overwhelmingly voted to
reject ObamaCare in the 2010 elections. We still feel the same! PLEASE stand
strong! We are with you in this fight. Don't give in to the bullying tactics of this
administration! Sincerely, Ty Nordic

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24297



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24298



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:50:17 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Novieda Johnson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73170

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
You have 2 1/2 days to declare Obamacare not the plague of our existance in
Oklahoma. With all due respect, get it done! We do not deserve to live in servatude
like someone from USSR. Keep yourself safe. Keep your family safe. As you said,
That dog don't hunt. Get it done. Now to the office personal who reads this instead
of the Governor: read this to her and tell her we are depending on her.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

24299



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24300



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:28:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Randy Holt

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Kiefer

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
740414535

Subject: 
No ObamaCare in Oklahoma

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, Please follow through with your refusal to promote or provide
medical health insurance exchanges and Medicaid Expansion. You returned the
Federal monies for these last year--it was the right thing to do. Please stay the
course and do not allow the socialist agenda to become a part of your legacy to
Oklahoma. Oklahoman's voted with a clear voice to reject President Obama and his
agenda for a different America. I would ask, respectfully, that you uphold the will of
the people. Sincerely, Randy C. Holt Chief Master Sergeant, USAF, retired

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24301



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24302



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:26:59 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Harvey Nichols

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Jay

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74346

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Governor One of the main reasons that the republicans control the State of
Oklahoma is that the cititzens of Oklahoma are opposed to every dictate that
Obama has given,especially Obamacare.The last polls i seen from the citizens of this
State were over 70% opposed to anything that has to do with this President and
his healthcare,or anything else he has to offer. I have talked to a lot of voters in
Oklahoma and one of the main reasons that they gave for voteing for this
Republican Governor was that they thought she would oppose any kind of health
care program that Obama tried to force the voters in this State to accept.We
expect her to stand up to all the promises she made,we do not want Obamacare in
any shape or portion and we expect her to stop it from being brought to our
State.The Republican Party on the nathional stage has got to a point that you cant

24303



tell them from the democrats.I hope that dosent happen in our State. Harvey
Nichols

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24304



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:20:11 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sherry Skelton

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Rufe

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74755

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Gov. Fallin you have done a great job so far so please don't let us down now. We
do not want obamacare! This is the time to stand with the people of your state not
DC! Thank you for the great job you have done for us so far. God bless you and
your family.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

24306



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 6:08:16 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Linda Costello

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Salina

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74365

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
The states are the last line of defence against this socialist takeover of nation. I
vehemently oppose the Insurance and Medecaid Expansion program. I have
watched with disgust as spineless cowardly Republicans sell our freedoms for who
knows what reasons, none are good enough. Stand your ground and fight. for what
is right!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24307



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24308



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:56:44 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Jerry Stevens

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Altus

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73521

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
I ask you to refuse all federal Ã¢ï¿½ï¿½bribeÃ¢ï¿½ï¿½ money and mandates to
implement ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24309



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:47:32 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Kelly

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74873

Subject: 
healthcare exchange

Message: 
Gov. Fallin. Please do not cave to the Obama healthcare exchange. Preserve our
states rights.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24310



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:46:39 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Karen Davis

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73157

Subject: 
ObamaCare Health Insurance Exchange

Message: 
Governor Fallin I urge you to reject a Health Insurance Exchange for Oklahoma. We
are a small state and cannot afford the burden on our budget over the long term.
The Federal fund will dry up quickly and we, as Oklahomans, will be stuck footing
the bill. I urge you to push that burden back to Washington and let them deal with
the mess they've made. I appreciate all you've done for Oklahoma and hope you
will continue to remain dedicated to fiscal responsibility for Oklahoma.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24311



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:42:28 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
mindy woodruff

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
collinsville

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74021

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
gov fallin,i voted for you and i am very disappointed that you would even consider
initiating this horrible obamacare on oklahoma.we as a state did not vote for
this.why can't you stand up and say no as others states have done.i am praying
that you will consider the consequences for our state and do the right thing .

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24312



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:39:52 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
joe redd

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
elk city

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73644

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
just want to encourage you to represent the people who elected you to office, the
same ones that rejected obamacare in 2010, and stand strong in your and our
commitment to not allow these power grabbing practices to take control of our
state and our state government... thank you for you continued representation of
the people that elected you !!!!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

24313



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24314



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:24:21 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
john willingham

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
ardmore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73401

Subject: 
obamacare

Message: 
Don't backtrack on this Gov. You need to stand up for what is right. But guess you
could just lay down and roll over like the rest,you being a woman I thought you
had a backbone but it looks as if I am wrong. May god help us our leaders will not.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24315



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 5:14:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Charles D Jones

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Duncan

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73533

Subject: 
Insurance and Medicaid Exchanges

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: I and 2/3rds of Oklahoma's voters resounding have rejected
the Affordable Care Act also known as Obamacare. Under our system of federalism
many "checks and balances" exist to deny government from encroaching upon
powers denied to them and to protect and preserve the people's sovereignty and
liberty. You took oaths to both our constitutions, not to those seeking to trample
those constitutions. Your citizens are watching you closely and will not watch idly by
if you fail to protect us from illegal attempts at federal tyranny. Do your lawful duty
or suffer the lawful consequences. Respectfully, Chas Jones

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24316



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24317



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:59:14 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
karena Mcmullin

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
claremore

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74019

Subject: 
oppose obamacare for oklahoma

Message: 
I oppose the insurance exchange and medicaid expansion and want you to refuse
all federal "bribe" money and mandates to implement obamacare health exchanges
in oklahoma. If Obamacare is not refused for Oklahoma i will feel you are
responsible and not vote for you ever again. Romney lost because conservatives
knew he was to liberal. you should have supported Ron Paul then republicans may
be in office again and obama out..I hold you accountable for endorsing romney
therefore giving Obama victory! you sold us out on that one. but I am giving you
one more chance. No Obamacare!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24318



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24319



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:45:26 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Timothy Nerger

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73132

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
I would encourage you to REFUSE all federal money and mandates to implement
ObamaCare health exchanges in Oklahoma. Thank you

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24320



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:42:03 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Mary Graves

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Coyle

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73027

Subject: 
NO OBAMACARE!!!!

Message: 
We do NOT want ObamaCare; we do NOT want health care exchanges. Why does
this keep coming up? The Supreme Court said that the Federal Government cannot
force us to implement the exchanges. Remember that you work for the taxpayer,
not the tax spenders.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

24322



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:34:18 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
allen

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
wellston

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74881

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please do not sign on to this monstrosity of a health care exchange program. We
can not afford it. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24323



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:25:25 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
David R Frank

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Arcadia

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73007

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Dear Gov. Fallin - please be advised that I will be watching your actions and that i
will hold you accountable should you implement the ObamaCare health exchange
scheme. Please remember that you were elected to work for me and the other
citizens of Oklahoma and not to represent the health care lobby or the federal
government! Thanks for standing strong for o free and independent and sovereign
Oklahoma, drf

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24324



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24325



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:21:36 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
John H Johnson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tuttle

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73089

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
Honorable Governor, Please know that I, and apparently a rather large majority of
Oklahomans, oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicaid Expansion required by
'ObamaCare'. Please do not be 'bribed' into dragging us into that mess by monies
dangled in our faces by liberal Washington politicians. Thank you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
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not respond.

24327



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:19:24 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
pamela welch

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74137

Subject: 
health care

Message: 
please refuse the federal government aid for medicaid and obamacare. we voted
against this in Oklahoma and we should stand by this mandate.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24328



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:17:58 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Donald Carter

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Davis

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
73030

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I appreciate all the work you are doing since you were elected
to be our governor. Please include in you agenda that you refuse all federal bribe
money for the state to keep our state free of Obamacare. I like my healthcare just
as it is now. We ask for a mandate to keep our state from joining this abominable
law that we still know little about. Thanks, from a suppoter and voter of yours. Don
Carter

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

24329



This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24330



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 4:17:26 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Ryan McKenna

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74134

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Please oppose the Insurance Exchange and Medicare Expansion in Oklahoma. The
mass majority of Oklahomans are against Obamacare and you should represent us
rather than special interests. Please remember that the voters are the ones that
give you power and these topics will be brought up again at election time. Thank
you.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 12:41:52 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Alfred Dugas

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74145

Subject: 
Health Care Exchange

Message: 
Gov. Fallin; Because the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act and
President Obama has been re-elected to a second term may be a confirmation that
you did the right thing when you first accepted the federal funds for the Health
Insurance Exchange. I am asking that you please put politics aside and do the right
thing for the thousands of Oklahomans who cannot afford health insurance. This is
much more important than pair of cowboy boots for Charles Barkley. Respectfully
yours, Alfred Dugas (average citizen)

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2012 9:50:14 AM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Priscilla Staley

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Jennings

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74038

Subject: 
RFID Chip

Message: 
There has a been a lot of talk about all citizens being required to get a RFID Chip
Implanted effective March 23, 2013. I have found articles online supporting it and
denying it. What I have found so far is that it was in the first proposal of the
Obamacare but it was left out on the one that passed. Is there any information you
can give to confirm the truth or falseness of this rumor? Thank you so much for
your time! I appreciate everything you are doing for Oklahoma!!

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Thursday, August 30, 2012 12:08:41 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Sharon Levine

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73134

Subject: 
Oklahoma Healthcare Exchange

Message: 
Govenor Fallin, You turned downed the Federal Funds for Oklahoma for the
Affordable Care Act. Now Oklahomans have no exchange for affordable insurance.
Why are we not hearing anything moving forward on this issue?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.

24337



From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, August 07, 2012 4:14:50 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Judith Willits

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74114

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
You are going to refuse for Oklahoma to participate aren't you?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Wednesday, August 01, 2012 6:42:21 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Tim Johnson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74105

Subject: 
Obamacare

Message: 
Wow, what a change I've seen since our Crown Heights days. Can you really turn
down millions in federal funds to help the poor in OK? When the feds pay 100% of
expanded Medicaid and only ramps down to 90%, really? I have the best healthcare
an employer can provide, but how nice it would be to have the option of opening
my own business and still have affordable healthcare? Keep listening to the
Teaparty and let the 48th state in healthcare continue to suffer over simple
pandering. Not the christian you always played are you and I wouldn't want to be
in your shoes when you play out your final act.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Tuesday, July 24, 2012 1:52:10 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Dean Carr

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74136

Subject: 
Health Care Reform

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, I am writing you to urge you to accept the Medicaid
Expanded Coverage offered under PPACA. As the former administrator of a large
emergency room practice in Tulsa, I can assure that medicaid reimbursement is far
better than the exceedinlgy poor reimbursement we received from self pay patients.
I believe increasing the number of Oklahoma citizens who are eligible for medicaid
will help our overall health care situation. I use to negotiate those contracts, and
still do, but for a different specialty now, and I can assure you we required more
reimbursement from BCBS, United and Aetna to offset the nonpayment of self pay
patients. I have voted republican for over 25 years and don't plan to change now.
PPACA, while not perfect offers some very good and much needed changes to
medicine. I also want to say that while I am in favor of decreased spending, I
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believe it is going to take more taxes to dig our way out of the mess we are in.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Monday, July 23, 2012 5:31:44 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
david Yakstis

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
wagoner

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74477

Subject: 
ObamaCare

Message: 
I went to a doctor today in Wagoner,I was there for 3 hrs for a normal checkup.The
first thing I had to do was fill out farreaching forms with questions not related to
my health.Then my oxygen level was tested,I asked why? The nurse said because
we had to buy all this new equipment because of Obama.The only time my o2 lever
has ever been checked was while in the hospital.Then I was asked questiond about
my sex activity and with who (monogamis or diferant partners) and all information
was entered on a GOVERNMENT computer data base. Then the Nurse (not doctor)
asked me if I was taking an asperin a day I said NO,she said you have to its
required by the GOVERNMENT. Not required by my doctor ,not reccomended by by
my doctor,told to by the GOVERNMENT.This was also entered onto the database.I
am looking for another docter right now is there any around that dont have to
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follow Government mandates and only treat the patient ?

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: CMS form builder system
To: Cody Inman
Subject: A user has completed the "EmailContactForm"
Date: Saturday, July 21, 2012 5:49:24 PM

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site.
E-mail Governor Fallin

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form
below. Please note, the Governor's Office receives a large volume of
correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion.  If your message is an
emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at
(405) 521-2342.  Thank you for your patience.

Name: 
Natalie Donaldson

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa

State: 
OK

Zipcode: 
74114

Subject: 
affordable healthcare act

Message: 
I want to encourage you to move forward and accept the Affordable Healthcare
Act. There are many Oklahoma citizens that would benefit from it. This is needs to
take care of its people. That starts with educating them, but helping them maintain
their health is just as important. I don't say this as an uninsured person, but as
someone who has observed people in crisis and understand their need.

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do
not respond.
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From: Ms Miki Booth
Subject: Hearing Needed McCaskill, Coburn, McCain Have some Explaining to do Where is the media?? Obama"s McCain resolution

demands "American" parents
Date: Saturday, April 30, 2011 8:29:57 AM

Email  not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Obama's McCain resolution demands 'American'
parents
Perhaps it's a good thing that the U.S. Senate didn't take up a resolution on Barack
Obama's status as a "natural born Citizen" in 2008 - as members did for GOP
candidate Sen. John McCain while both were seeking the U.S. presidency. The
Democrat might not have qualified under the requirements the Senate, including
Obama, a co-sponsor and then-senator, put in the resolution ...

Read the latest now on WND.com.

Plus!
Barack Obama finally has released his long-form birth certificate from Hawaii, and a
Washington Post report today explains how the decision came about because of the
president's distress that questions about his eligibility were dominating news cycles
and his important messages were getting no traction.

Click here for details.

WorldNetDaily News Alerts are sponsored by:      [ Continued Below ]

Where's the Birth Certificate is the result of more than two years of

solid investigative research by Corsi and a team of WND reporters and

editors, and is destined to be a huge bestseller and change the dynamics

of the debate over eligibility – IF, of course, the book is not spiked by the

hostile establishment media.

Advance orders for this book from retailers across the U.S. already

suggest it will be Corsi's third No. 1 New York Times bestseller – probably

bigger than the previous two. Imagine how that will change the character

of the debate on this critical constitutional issue. 

Click here to learn more.
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Must Read News
9th Circuit will hear eligibility arguments
Obama's half-sister raises birth-certificate doubts
Secret sex survey challenged as illegal
State declares Obamacare unconstitutional, null and void 
Tea party on stage for Freedom Jamboree
Saudis blamed for Syrian violence
Investigation demanded into radical Muslim infiltration

Other Highlights
Bobby Kennedy's assassin claims he was duped into it 
Cap'n Crunch, Toucan Sam now endangered species? 
Groupon yanks ads from Trump's 'Apprentice' 
Flight attendant union condemns 'beauty contest'
Make WND your homepage today!

Daily Blessing
Your daily dose of spiritual inspiration
Today's Scripture reading from Habakkuk 

Joke Of The Day
Help wanted
Job applicant 

Today's Poll
How do you characterize the media's reaction to Obama's purported birth
certificate?

Deals Of The Day
The dark secret behind America's sexual revolution
After 30 years of research, renowned expert reveals shocking truth 

Why Christians are losing America
Spectacular exposé of who and what is destroying nation's core biblical values 
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With a dozen or more exclusive news stories, an equal number of

commentaries, links to all the other major news sources, crossword puzzles,

videos, book reviews, financial reports and columns, stock reports, movie

reviews, the TV Guide, columns on the Internet and talk radio and so much

more, it's just not practical or realistic to expect to get to it all in any single

day. 

The answer? 

WorldNetWeekly – a new subscription service that includes all the exclusive

content of WorldNetDaily, fully illustrated and repackaged for your review any

time you want. 

It comes out each Sunday, a day when most people are a little more relaxed

and have a little more time. But it stays with you forever – for consultation or

leisure reading on your schedule. It's organized. It's attractive. It's well-

packaged. And it's electronic – so no recycling is required. 

Quite honestly, WorldNetWeekly is like no publication you have ever seen

before. But we wouldn't expect you to know that – without sampling it for free.

So what have you got to lose? 

Take a look at all you missed during the hectic work week. 

You won't believe it until you see it. But seeing is believing.

LEARN MORE ABOUT WORLDNETWEEKLY

VIEW WORLDNETWEEKLY FOR FREE

This email was sent to  as a subscriber to the 

News Alerts from WND.com email list. 

To unsubscribe or to change your email preferences, click here.

If you are interested in advertising with WND.com, the leading independent news source

on the Net, email advertising@wnd.com. 

WorldNetDaily | 2020 Pennsylvania Ave NW, #351 | Washington, DC 20006

Copyright 1997-2010 WorldNetDaily.com Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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From: Robby Mook
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: here"s the problem:
Date: Friday, October 05, 2012 10:42:56 AM

Tonda --

Mitt Romney bounded off the stage on Wednesday night with a wide grin from
cheek to cheek, proud of himself for delivering all the ‘zingers’ his staff wrote up
for him.

But here’s the problem: he just made stuff up. By one count, he misled the
nation 27 times in 38 minutes! On Medicare, on Obamacare, on taxes, on Wall
Street Reform, on you name it... Mitt said whatever he had to to score political
points.

Will you step up to help us call out Romney and the Republicans’ lies
before tonight’s ad buy deadline?

Donate $3 or whatever you can to fight Republicans’ misleading attacks
and back up President Obama with a Democratic majority >>

Remember when the Romney campaign said, "we’re not going to let our
campaign be dictated by fact checkers"? They weren’t kidding. Now, it’s up to us
to do something about it.

Help us spread the truth about Republican attacks:

http://dccc.org/Rapid-Response

Thank you,

Robby

Robby Mook
DCCC Executive Director
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Craig Perry; Travis Brauer
Cc: Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski
Subject: Heritage Seminar this Weekend
Date: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 2:22:47 PM

The governor is participating in a Heritage Foundation seminar this weekend in San Diego entitled
“How the states can limit the federal levitation.” We want to arm her with as much info as possible
about what we have done to push back against the feds, or what we will do, and areas where their
policies have been intrusive.
 
The governor has indicated she wants to talk about energy/environment, education (NCLB waivers),
health care/ObamaCare. And I’m sure she’d appreciate any other info we have in other areas.
 
I know everyone is busy. Is the policy shop able to give us some assistance on this? We basically
need 1-2 page briefs on each of these areas, which would include what the feds are doing, how it
affects Oklahoma, what we’ve done to fight/circumvent that, etc.
It doesn’t necessarily have to be what the governor’s office is doing, it can be what the AG’s office is
doing as well (my next email is to them) or any other office in state government.
 
Let me know pls if anyone over there is able to help out on this or if you have any pre-prepared
material. I think at one point you guys gave the gov a memo on federal overreach. Thanks.
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

August 12, 2011 

Dear Governor: 

We are writing to enlist your help in an unprecedented initiative to find and enroll an estimated 4.3 
million uninsured children who are currently eligible for Medicaid or the Children's Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP). These children represent a large majority of the uninsured children in 
the U.S., and they are missing out on health coverage that is available to them today. 

Too often, children who are uninsured encounter obstacles that prevent them from becoming fully 
engaged in the classroom, on the playing field and in other extracurricular activities-preventing them 
from getting the most out of their education. That's why the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) and the U.S. Department of Education (ED) are working together to help enroll 
these eligible children through the Connecting Kids to Coverage Challenge. This initiative, led by 
HHS, calls on leaders at every level of government and in the private sector to help enroll all 
eligible, uninsured children in Medicaid and CHIP and keep them covered for as long as they 
qualify. We urge you to join us and to encourage your schools to participate in this effort. 

A forthcoming study by the Urban Institute indicates that outreach and enrollment efforts do increase 
the percentage of children who enroll in health coverage. Between 2008 and 2009, the number of 
children eligible for Medicaid and CHIP increased by two to three million due to difficult economic 
times and State eligibility expansions. Despite this increase in eligibility, in part due to outreach and 
enrollment efforts, the total number of eligible but uninsured children declined to 4.3 million in 
2009, which was lower than the 4.7 million children found to be eligible but uninsured in 2008. The 
participation of children in Medicaid and CHIP increased from 82 percent in 2008 to 85 percent in 
2009 nationally. 

Efforts to streamline Medicaid and CHIP enrollment and renewal procedures and to conduct 
effective outreach activities supported by the Children's Health Insurance Reauthorization Act 
(CHIPRA) have made a difference in extending children's coverage in the economic downturn. 
These efforts, with continued support from CHIPRA, will continue to play a vital role in making 
progress toward the goal of enrolling all eligible children. 

Schools play an essential role in reaching eligible children, from young children in preschool and 
Head Start to teens in high school. We urge you to undertake children's health coverage outreach 
and enrollment activities when classes begin this fall. Below are some promising strategies you may 
wish to consider: 
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Page 2 

• Use information on registration or emergency contact forms to identify children who may 
need health coverage. Adding a question about whether a child has health insurance to the forms 
that every family completes can help identify uninsured children who may be eligible for 
Medicaid or CHIP. Families of such children can be notified about the programs and how to 
enroll. Note that any personal information maintained by a school to which the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERP A) applies must only be used and disclosed in 
accordance with FERP A. 

• Enlist school athletic coaches to promote enrollment of eligible children in Medicaid and 
CHIP. Coaches can provide information on health coverage programs to athletes and to the 
entire student body. They also can direct students to places within the school (for example, the 
school nurse or school-based health clinic) or in the community where their families can apply. 
HHS has piloted a Coaches Campaign, called "Get Covered, Get in the Game," in seven states 
(CO, FL, MD, NY, OH, OR, and WI), and we can help provide technical support and 
customized outreach materials if you wish to undertake a similar program. 

• Implement an "Express Lane Eligibility" process with the School Lunch Program. Most 
children who are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals are likely to also qualify for 
Medicaid or CHIP. The "Express Lane Eligibility" option allows States to rely on eligibility 
findings from programs like School Lunch to jump-start Medicaid and CHIP eligibility 
determinations. Oregon and Louisiana, for example, are collaborating with their schools to 
implement Express Lane procedures. Note that any information must be used in accordance with 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Express Lane Eligibility guidance. 

CHIPRA provides funding to help States close the children's health coverage gap. Last December, 
HHS distributed more than $206 million in 2010 performance bonuses to States that not only 
exceeded child enrollment targets, but also simplified Medicaid and CHIP enrollment procedures. 
States interested in applying for a 2011 performance bonus have until October 15, 2011, to do so, 
and there will be additional opportunities for States to apply in future years. In addition, many 
States, nonprofit groups, and other organizations that have received CHIPRA outreach grants are 
focusing on ways to engage schools in outreach, enrollment, and renewal activities. HHS will 
continue to share and highlight the accomplishments of these grantees and provide technical 
assistance to others interested in adopting promising school-based practices. 

Health coverage is essential to ensuring that children get the health care services they need to grow 
and learn. The good news is that so many uninsured children do not need to wait for coverage 
because they are already eligible for Medicaid or CHIP. Your leadership can make a tremendous 
difference as we work together to meet the Connecting Kids to Coverage Challenge. 
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Page 3 

If you have questions or would like to be connected with others who have successfully implemented 
school-based enrollment strategies, please do not hesitate to have your staff contact Donna Cohen 
Ross at HHS at Donna.CohenRoss@cms.hhs.gov or (202) 260-0509. 

Arne Duncan 
Secretary of Education 

cc: State Medicaid Directors 
State CHIP Directors 
Chief State School Officers 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary of Health 

and Human Services 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, May 31, 2011

Contact: HHS Press Office
(202) 690-6343

HHS to Reduce Premiums, Make it Easier for Americans with Pre-Existing Conditions 
to Get Health Insurance

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today announced new steps to reduce
premiums and make it easier for Americans to enroll in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan.
Premiums for the Federally-administered Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (PCIP) will drop as
much as 40 percent in 18 States, and eligibility standards will be eased in 23 States and the District of
Columbia to ensure more Americans with pre-existing conditions have access to affordable health
insurance. The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan was created under the Affordable Care Act and
serves as a bridge to 2014 when insurers will no longer be allowed to deny coverage to people with any
pre-existing condition, like cancer, diabetes, and asthma.

“The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan changes lives, and in many cases, literally saves lives,” said
HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius.  “These changes will decrease costs and help insure more Americans.”

In 23 States and the District of Columbia, the PCIP program is Federally-administered.  The remaining
States operate their own PCIP programs using Federal funds provided by the Affordable Care Act. 

Under the changes announced today, PCIP premiums will drop as much as 40 percent in 18 States where
the Federally administered PCIP operates.  These premium decreases help bring PCIP premiums closer to
the rates in each State’s individual insurance market; in the six States where PCIP premiums were already
well-aligned with State premiums, premiums will remain the same.        

The changes announced today will make enrolling in the Federally-administered PCIP in 23 States and
the District of Columbia easier. Starting July 1, 2011, people applying for coverage can simply provide a
letter from a doctor, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner dated within the past 12 months stating that
they have or, at any time in the past, had a medical condition, disability, or illness.  Applicants will no
longer have to wait on an insurance company to send them a denial letter.  This option became available
to children under age 19 in February, and this pathway is being extended to all applicants regardless of
age.  Applicants will still need to meet other eligibility criteria, including that they are U.S. citizens or
residing in the U.S. legally and that they have been without health coverage for six months.

HHS also sent letters today to the 27 States running their own programs to inform them of the
opportunity to modify their current PCIP premiums. 

To further enhance the program, beginning this fall, HHS will begin paying agents and brokers for
successfully connecting eligible people with the PCIP program.  This step will help reach those who are
eligible but un-enrolled.  Several States have experimented with such payments with good success.  This
is a part of continuing HHS outreach efforts with States, insurers, providers, and agents and brokers to
reach more eligible people and let them know that coverage is available.  HHS is also working with
insurers to notify people about the PCIP option in their State when their application for health insurance
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is denied. 

Congress created the temporary PCIP program as part of the Affordable Care Act to help uninsured
Americans with a variety of medical conditions get affordable coverage rather than be locked out of the
system by insurance companies.  In 2014 and beyond, insurers will be prohibited from denying coverage
to anyone with a pre-existing condition and new competitive marketplaces called Health Insurance
Exchanges will give people the opportunity to shop for the policy that best suits their needs.  Millions of
Americans also will receive tax credits to help make coverage affordable.

Enrollment in PCIP programs has begun to grow rapidly.  In the period between November 2010 and
March 2011, enrollment in all programs rose 129 percent to more than 18,000 Americans enrolled in
PCIP.

“These changes will get more people covered,” said Steven Larsen, the Director of the Center for
Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight. “We’re encouraged by recent increases in enrollment
and we’re excited to build on these efforts and reach even more people.”

PCIP provides comprehensive health coverage, including primary and specialty care, hospital care,
prescription drugs, home health and hospice care, skilled nursing care and preventive health and
maternity care.  It limits annual out-of-pocket spending and does not carve out benefits the people need. 
Eligibility is not based on income and people who enroll are not charged a higher premium because of
their medical condition.

To find a chart showing changes to PCIP premiums in the States with Federally-administered PCIP
programs, visit www.HealthCare.gov/news/factsheets/pcip05312011a.html.

For more information, including eligibility, plan benefits and rates, as well as information on how to
apply, visit www.pcip.gov and click on “Find Your State.”  Then select your State from a map of the
United States or from the drop-down menu.  The PCIP Call Center is open from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Eastern
Time.  Call toll-free 1-866-717-5826 (TTY 1-866-561-1604).

###

Note: All HHS press releases, fact sheets and other press materials are available at
http://www.hhs.gov/news
 

 

 

24357

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/pcip05312011a.html
http://www.pcip.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/news


From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: Hillbilly Legal System, Incest Running Wild In Representative Sullivan Divorce Case
Date: Monday, September 26, 2011 9:31:52 PM

 

IN THIS ISSUE:
 
Florida Author
Predicts Great
Crash Ahead 
 
HR1021 Goes
Down In Flames
At Hearing
 
The Real Story on
Rick Perry And
The TSA Bill 
  
Hillbilly Legal
System Running
Rampant In Tulsa

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop
is a full line cabinet
and countertop shop
that travels all over
the state building
dream kitchens for
discerning customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphix is a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of screen

printing, vinyl signs,

banners, offset

printing, and all of

your printing needs. 

Randy and his family

have supported the

conservative movment

 
Florida Author Predicts Great Crash Ahead

  
Well known author Harry Dent Jr. is predicting a "great crash" ahead.    Back in the
90's Dent was predicting an economic boom and the downturn of the Japanese
economy.  That last part was pretty contrarian in the 90's, all the business
books were all about copying Japan's business models, which were invented by
American consultants after WWII.  But Dent accurately predicted both the Japanese
economy cooling dramatically, leading to the "lost decade" for Japan, and the U. S.
economic boom in the 90's.
  
So we should pay attention when he points to our own economic outlook although it
doesn't take a rocket scientist to see we are in deep trouble due to the government
mismanagement.  In this Tampa story Dent is predicting a 35% drop in Florida
home prices, although Oklahoma homes prices have always been fairly stable as we
seldom have housing bubbles (Penn Square bust was the exception).   He also
predicts a massive stock drop, as well as precious metals dropping back to historic
average levels.  Unemployment is estimated to rise as high as 13 to 15%.
  
Yes, he is selling a book titled "The Great Crash Ahead: Strategies for a World
Turned Upside Down" that describes how to survive the crash he is predicting but
one should always plan for the worst and hope for the best.
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for many years

 
 
 
 

 HR 1021 Goes Down In Flames!
 

   HR 1021, the bill that would have cut the number of Representatives and Senators
by about 10% went down in flames at the hearing last Tuesday thanks to those that
called and emailed their legislators.  The State Chamber of Commerce supported
bill  using a paid staffer and a Facebook page along with their newsletters and
meetings.  
 The hearing on Tuesday September 20th was well attended by both citizens and
representatives.  The projected savings were almost embarrassing, only
$1,250,000.00 in salaries, mailing, and office supplies but I believe they were off on
their calculations because an increase in constituents per legislator would also
increase the number of calls, mail pieces, and staff.
  
Even with their estimates it works out to less than $3.00 per citizen.    The House
staffer mentioned the average travel bill of over $8,000.00 per legislator, which
would be almost $1,200,000.00!  Now there is a place that could stand some
trimming!
  
By Representative Banz’s own report Oklahoma stands near the average constituent
per Representative so there didn’t seem to be a compelling reason for the State
Chamber to push this bill.
  
David Tacket of Oklahomans for Liberty spoke against the bill.    I chose not to
speak, they know I represent the Sooner Tea Party, so the fact that we were there
watching was warning enough that we were in opposition to the bill.
  
Here is a list of those Representatives in attendance and if they supported or were
against the issue:
  
Guy Liebman for the bill
Gary Banz for the bill
  
Marty Quinn unknown position
 
David Dank against the bill
Rand McDaniels against the bill
Don Armes against the bill
Glen Mulready against the bill
Lewis Moore against the bill
Weldon Watson against the bill (per a personal conversation after the meeting had
closed)
  
What was interesting was the personal dynamics during the meeting:
  
Representative Don Armes refused to look at me.   I suppose his ardor has cooled
since his infamous challenge to the Sooner Tea Party at the end of the legislative
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session.   “Bring it on!” was his challenge when I told him that not signing the HR
1004 discharge petition meant that the Sooner Tea Party would be paying his district
some visits this summer.
  
Representative Mulready made it a point to say hello and we had a talk about his
supporting the Obama Care /Fallin Care Health Insurance Exchange.  One revealing
moment was when Dank and Banz were debating the point that increasing the size
of the districts would raise the barrier to those wanting to run for office.  Banz made
the point that representatives already pay a high price and listed a few items,
including exposing their family to public scrutiny.  At that point, Mulready whipped
his head around and looked at me.  Remember back when we were doing a
newsletter story on Mulready about his vote on the watered down transvestite birth
certificate bill?   We put up a nice picture of Mulready and his family, found on his
campaign website, so if he could use them for political gain, we could use them for
political pain!   His reaction just further proved what we already knew; his family is
his weak point.  How useful to know!
  
Representative Watson introduced himself after the meeting was over.  Said he was
against the bill and that it wouldn’t likely get any support in the next legislative
session.  We will seen next session if he keeps his word if Banz’s bill is brought up
again.
  
From the lack of support and outright opposition, my guess is that this issue is
dead.  It was an embarrassing defeat for Banz and the State Chamber of
Commerce, and by default another stinging defeat of House Leadership.
  
House leadership, headed by Kris Steel, Jeffery Hickman, Dan Sullivan, and Dale
DeWitt, has suffered several defeats lately.    They have pretty much lost the battle
for the next Speaker of the House from what I’ve been told.  T. W. Shannon is said
to have more support than the heir apparent Jeffery Hickman who is currently
second in command. 
  
The second recent defeat was their dropping the Rep Randy Terrill investigation,
meaning they didn’t have the evidence nor the support to make an example out of
Terrill for his opposition to House leadership.  Rank and file House members are sick
of the confrontation caused by House leaderhship's disenfranchising conservative
voters last legislative session and are not interested in continuing the witch hunt
against conservative legislators.
 
 On Tuesday, it was interesting to see Rep Armes, McDaniel, and Watson, all of
whom are on the House leadership team in minor capacities, refuse to support the
bill.  That alone was worth the trip to the capitol.
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Hillbilly Legal System Running

Rampant In Tulsa
  

Incest… what an ugly word.   Yet it of all the words in the dictionary this word best
describes the legal system in Tulsa.   The word incest comes from the 13th century,
derived from the Latin term “incestum” which means unchastely, which refers to
sexual intercourse between near kindred.     Incestuous is a related term which can
be defined as “improperly intimate or interconnected”.     And yes, this concerns
Representative Dan Sullivan and specifically describes the contorted legal
proceedings that surround both his own divorce and the lawyers involved on both
sides. 
 
Here are the players in this modern tragedy:
 

           

Judge Funderburke   Judge Barcus          Rick White      Guy Fortney                  James Gotwals
 
And since they seem determined to re enact the movie Deliverance up on the fourth
floor of the Tulsa Courthouse , let's give them avatars and nicknames to fit their
incestous behaviour so we don't forget the kind of men we are discussing, with my
apologies to any real hillbillies out there:
 
 
         Rick White                    Judge Funderburke               James Gotwals                 Guy Fortney  Judge Barcus       Sam
Daniels
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 Like stereotypical stories of hillbillies in Arkansas, Representative Sullivan, his
attorney James R. Gotwals (Xplicit), and Mrs. Sullivan’s three  attorneys Rick White
(Ballistic), Guy Fortney (Snyper), and Sam Daniels (Stifler) were having a grand old
time keeping it in the family.   These hillbillys, uh... attorneys, are either part of the
notorious 4th Floor Club or are trying hard to earn admission.
 
Now, I've gone to a lot of trouble naming these five guys and finding an appropriate
picture so from now on they have new nicknames.  Be sure and spread these
around if you work at the Tulsa Courthouse.
 
This is one long article, over 8 pages of links to documents and explanations of the
entire incestuous relationship between the lawyers and judges in the Tulsa County
Courthouse.  Are there some decent attorneys and judges in that court house?   We
will know by their actions after this story comes to their attention.
 
The story really is quite simple.   A consent decree was signed.   Months later the
man that drew up the consent decree learned he had screwed over his own client
by leaving out one word in the document, then allegedly he conspired with two
opposing attorneys to correct his malpractice, shifting tens of thousands of dollars in
losses from his malpractice insurance company to the other party in the divorce.
 
Understand that Mrs. Sullivan has had four divorce attorneys so far in her case since
September of 2007.  The first attorney, Sharon L. Corebitt, a reported pit bull of a
divorce attorney died in a suspicious fire at her home on December 12th 2007.   I
say suspicious because there is no mention of any smoke alarms that should have
warned Corebitt and her husband before the smoke reached the upper bedroom.
 
We will start at the beginning of the end of the divorce and read the court transcript
of the April 7th 2009 hearing where Tulsa Judge Kirsten Pace heard Representative
Sullivan, Mrs. Sullivan, and their respective attorneys James R. Gotwals (Xplicit) and
Guy Fortney (Snyper).     Understand that this is a “consent” decree, meaning that
both parties negotiated the settlement, there was no judge involved in setting the
terms.   All the terms were settled in negotiation prior to going before the judge
including the date of valuation of bank accounts, 401K accounts, and insurance
policy cash values.
 
 
Page one is the cover page of the transcript but the meat of the matter is on page 8, page 16, page
18, and page 19.
 
On page 7 lines 5 through 8 describe how a Smith Barney 401K account is to be split, 50 – 50, with
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an additional $30,000.00 going to Mrs. Sullivan.    Little else is said on the matter, no specific
valuation date mentioned.
 
On page 16 of the transcript, lines 13 through 18 describe how the Northwest Mutual Insurance
policy is to be split, the cash value on the date of separation, plus any increases or losses.  The
value goes up and down based on performance of stocks and bonds held as investments as well as
continuing monthly payments into the account.  Representative Sullivan had been ordered to
continue making all payments including all insurance payments.  But the important part is the
inclusion of ”the date of separation”.
 
On page 18 of the transcript, the judge goes over the consent part of the decree that both parties
have agreed with everything so no further hearings are required.   The judge also states that the
decree must match what was agreed upon to day.   On lines 14 through 19 Representative
Sullivan’s attorney James Gotwalls (Explicit) suggests that the two attorneys can sign for their clients
once the consent decree is draw up.  Then Gotwalls (Explicit)offers to pay for the transcript of the
hearing, intending to be the one to draw up the final consent decree.   Not a good thing for Mrs.
Sullivan to have her ex husband’s attorney draw up the papers and have them finalized before she
can read it!
 
On page 19 of the transcript though, things get interesting.  Mrs. Sullivan throws a wrench into the
machinery by demanding that both parties sign the final consent decree before the judge signs it. 
On line 3 Mrs. Sullivan says one word, “No” and her attorney, Fortney (Snyper)asks that both
parties sign the consent decree.  The judge agrees and further states that he will review the consent
decree and insure that it matches the agreement made at the consent hearing.  Note that early on
Mrs. Sullivan clearly doesn’t trust her own attorney to protect her but insists on signing the consent
decree herself along with Representative Sullivan.
 
Pretty simple, huh?   It is over.   Now both parties can begin the process of putting Representative
Sullivan’s lying and infidelity behind them and start new lives.  
 
Oh if it were that simple…
 
So Gotwals draws up the decree, both parties review it and sign the decree, and the judge signs it,
settling the divorce.  Since Gotwals drew up the decree, neither he nor Representative Sullivan
should have any complaints, right?  But Representative Dan Sullivan’s own attorney, James Gotwals
(Explicit), had made a major blunder when drawing up the decree.   He listed the date of separation
as the date to set the value of the Smith Barney 401K and forgot to add language about any stock
market losses that might occur before the money was distributed to both parties!  Remember that
the consent hearing transcript was mute on this point so if it was included in the signed final decree,
both parties had reviewed it and agreed to it!
 
On June 9th we have an email from Gotwals (Explicit)to Fortney (Snyper)going over details of the
divorce, saying that a QDRO signed by the judge is not necessary to split the Smith Barney 401 K.  
A QDRO is a Qualified Domestic Relations Order.  Remember this because at one point in this article
admits that the original consent decree called for a QDRO
 
 
On August 7th a “Joint Letter of Instruction" along with this email was sent from Gotwals to Fortney
received on August 9th  in order to split the 401 K and disperse the money to the two parties.
 
  Page one has some handwritten notes stating several points:
 
1.       Mrs. Sullivan finding a copy of this letter behind Rick White’s copy on August 28th , long after
it had been  sent.  This was an accidental discovery but a lucky one for her.
2.       Fortney never discussing the matter or telling Mrs. Sullivan about the letter to Smith Barney
3.       Bringing up a conference call of June 16th stating $501.000.00 (501k or 501 thousand
dollars) was the Smith Barney 401K amount to split as that was the valuation on the date of
separation.
 
 
Page two of the Letter of Instruction, section 3 lists the date of disbursement as the valuation dates,
not the date of separation, which is direct violation of the consent divorce decree.  As of this time,
Mrs. Sullivan is completely out of the loop even though she is being represented by Guy Fortney
(Snyper).  She has no clue that this letter is being sent to her attorneys.
 
Page three of the Letter of Instrution is important because it shows a list of who is getting a copy of
the letter.  It shows a copy going to an attorney in Gotwals firm, Mary Gutierrez,  and  also Gotwals,
Guy Fortney (Snyper, Mrs. Sullivan’s attorney) and Representative Dan Sullivan.  No mention of Mrs.
Sullivan!
Now many might be saying “Wait a minute!   No attorney is going to risk a malpractice suit and
possible bar complaints by screwing over their own client!”.    And they would be right, attorney Guy
Fortney (Explicit) has found himself in a dangerous position as an attorney, he is wanting out before
this goes down!
 
Here is a screen shop of the OSCN.net search result of the Sullivan divorce case, it is small so you
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might have to use the zoom control in the lower right hand side of your screen (Windows) or click
on it and it might zoom up.  Note on August 25th that a motion is filled to allow an attorney to
withdraw.   That would be Guy Fortney (Snyper) The next line on August 26th shows judge Barcus
(Skippy)  granting the motion to withdraw but requiring Fortney (Snyper)to stick around for 30 days
as required by Oklahoma law.
 
The next line shows a “Motion to correct clerical error in judgment – Nunc Pro Tunc” filed on August
26th.    A Nunc Pro Tunc motion is required to reopen an area that has already been settled, past
the appeal date.    You see, the final consent decree had a thirty day limit on appealing it should
something be found wrong.   Representative Dan Sullivan’s attorney, Gotwals, didn’t catch his error
in setting the date of the Smith Barney 401K to be valued and not allowing for any losses should
the stock market go down.
 
The next court date is shown as August 27th, with Petitioner present (Mrs. Sullivan), Guy Fortney
(Snyper), James Gotwals (Explicit)is there representing the Respondent (Representative Sullivan)
and Rick White (Ballistic, Mrs. Sullivan’s new attorney ) is allowed to make an entry of appearance,
showing that he was there in some capacity to represent Mrs. Sullivan.   Mrs. Sullivan was there
that day to be arraigned on the first of 34 contempt charges, spurious charges filed by Gotwals
(Explicit)in an attempt to get Mrs. Sullivan to accept the modification of the divorce consent decree! 
When all of it was over a year later, Mrs. Sullivan was found guilty of 2 of the 34 contempt charges,
one where she responded to an email from Representative Sullivan (they had been in regular
contact despite the court order to no contact), and another where she allegedly refused to sign a
paper lowering the price of the Tulsa home (the realtor was on her side but the night before,
sources say that Gotwals  (Explicit)called the realtor and told them not to show up, that their
testimony wasn’t needed).
 

 
Don't forget what these good old boys look like while you read the story!

 
But the importance of this hearing to our case is that Gotwals (Explicit) objected to Fortney’s
(Snyper) withdrawal as counsel for Mrs. Sullivan.   But Barcus had already ruled that Fortney
(Snyper)could withdraw and Mrs. Sullivan already had hired another attorney, Rick White
(Ballistic)who was present!  
 
Why would the opposing attorney object to Mrs. Sullivan’s choice of who her lawyer was?   In fact,
during the hearing, Gotwals  (Explicit) told the judge in an open court room:  “I don’t want White, I
want Fortney!”.    Is this beginning to stink of corruption and collusion? 
 
Why would opposing counsel care who represented Mrs. Sullivan?
 
Now, back to the OSCN.net screen shot.  
 
 The next line is August 31th with the notation Barcus (Skippy)eturned the Nunc Pro Tunc unsigned
with a note.  Several questions just scream corruption:
 
1.       The motion for the Nunc Pro Tunc was filed 5 days earlier. 
 
2.       It was not mentioned in the contempt arraignment on August 27th

 
3.       Nor had a hearing been set to hear the Nunc Pro Tunc.
 
How is it possible to file a motion on a contested issue that would overturn a settled consent
decree, signed by both parties and their attorneys, past the legal appeal date and have no hearing
on it?   Why would Gotwals (Explicit)dare to send an unsigned court order to a judge to be signed? 
What happened to Mrs. Sullivan’s right to trial?
 
Now you are seeing why Rick Fortney(Snyper) is wanting out!    Gotwals (Explicit) has him pinned in
a corner with his only way out is to either run away or screw his client out of tens of thousands of
dollars! 
 
 Let’s go back one day to an email that Gotwals sent Mrs. Sullivan’s new attorney, Rick White, with
a copy sent to the old attorney Guy Fortney (Snyper).   First was an admission that there had been
a conference that very morning, on Rick White’s (Ballistic)second day on the case.  Second, Gotwals
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(Explicit) is asking Fortney(Snyper) to sign the Nunc Pro Tunc order overturning the previous
consent decree, without Mrs. Sullivan’s knowledge and without a hearing or trial, costing Mrs.
Sullivan tens of thousands of dollars.  In return, Gotwals agrees to drop his demand that Guy
Fortney remain as Mrs. Sullivan’s attorney.   On page two of this letter is a list of who else besides
Rick White is getting a copy, Mary Gutierrez, the Gotwals firm attorney, Guy Fortney (Snyper), and
Representative Dan Sullivan.  Where is Mrs. Sullivan’s copy?  If Representative Sullivan got a copy,
why not send one to Mrs. Sullivan?
 
 
 

 
Okay, I'm getting tired of putting the nickname with the attorney or judge.  You've got the hang of

things by now.
 

The last page of  the letter of Instruction to Smith Barney sent with that letter from Gotwals to
White was nearly identical to the August 7th Letter of Instruction except it was sent to White rather
than Fortney but both attorneys received a copy on both occasions.   Again once again everyone
involved got a copy except Mrs. Sullivan!
 
Despite having TWO attorneys on her payroll, Mrs. Sullivan was kept out of the loop intentionally
with the apparent purpose to cheat her out of tens of thousands of dollars!  No hearing, no trial, not
notice, done 100% against her instructions to her attorneys!
 
But was Mrs. Sullivan instructing her attorneys to fight the change in the original consent decree? 
Let’s look at an email sent to Rick White and Gotwals from Mary Gutierez on October 1st at 10:49
AM then forwarded by Rick White to Mrs. Sullivan at 10:53 the same morning.  It is at the bottom of
this page, remember that this is a copy of an email page so you have to read the bottom messages
first and work back to the beginning.
 
The 10:49 am email is mostly about loose ends but look at the last line where she tells White she is
sending an offer on the contempt charges later today.   That is crucial, the contempt charges are
being used as pressure to force Mrs. Sullivan to sign the Nunc Pro Tunc order changing her original
divorce  decree and cheating her out of tens of thousands of dollars
 
 
At the top of the page notice the end of the next email that was sent by Mrs. Sullivan.   The next
page will show the beginning of the email but for now note the references to the Smith Barney
valuation and their accountant Brian Connaly, and emails to Fortney, the previous attorney.
At the bottom of page one, look for the email dated October 1st, 2009 12:45 pm from Mrs. Sullivan
to Rick White.  This is the response to the first email White forwarded from Mary Gutierez that
morning.  In it is confirmation of the forging of Mrs. Sullivan’s signature on the purchase agreement
contract on the OKC condo, irrelevant to this discussion but interesting to have another confirmation
of that forgery we discussed in the last newsletter.  What is germane to our story is the last few
lines where Mrs. Sullivan tells of multiple emails between herself, Guy Fortney, her brother , and the
accountant Brian Conally setting out her position on the Smith Barney 401K.
 
Above this 12:45 pm email is Rick White’s response.   The first issue is whether or not the OKC
condo is to be sold furnished or not.  Well, they paid something like $40,000.00 extra when they
bought the condo just so they could keep the furniture, appliances, and drapes.   If the condo is
sold unfurnished, does that mean that Representative Sullivan gets the furniture without paying
Mrs. Sullivan half?  White is correct, the divorce decree is silent on the issue but it needs addressed.
 
Second is the discussion between Rick White and Guy Fortney about the Smith Barney 401K where
Fortney claims that the original consent decree contained a mistake and denied that there was any
correspondence from Mrs. Sullivan to the contrary!
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As an aside, note the personal note stating that on 4 27 2009 Gotwals referred a case to Fortney
(can you say payoff?) and another note stating multiple emails between Mrs. Sullivan (JS), Fortney,
and Brian Connaly (the accountant).  Another note on the right side states that on 7 16 2009
Fortney and Mrs. Sullivan discussed the fact that there was no error on the original consent decree. 
The final note references Bob Bartz, the senior attorney that Rick White worked for on Mrs.
Sullivan’s case.   Bartz was the attorney that brought the case into the firm and had the first
consultation with Mrs. Sullivan on August 19th 2009. 
 
Why was Mrs. Sullivan shopping for a new attorney?  Because Fortney was changing his position on
the original consent decree, something had changed his mind or someone had gotten to him.    On
July 16th Fortney had mentioned the Smith Barney 401K total and said that Gotwals had a different
settlement amount than what Mrs. Sullivan had provided.    Mrs. Sullivan pointed out the language
in the consent decree where Gotwals set the valuation of the Smith Barney account as of the date of
separation and he  even put the date September  18th of 2007. 
 
 The consent decree even mentioned the exact amount of money that was calculated by
James Gotwals, $509,879.58.  Guy Fortney said “You are right!  There is going to be a scream
from downtown!”, referring to the location of Gotwals office.   By making that error, Gotwals had
opened up a rock solid case of malpractice for failing to insert a clause stating that any stock market
losses were to be split between the date of separation and the date of disbursement like he did with
the Northwest Mutual Insurance policy. (the PDF is upside down!  If you want to read it, print it off
and flip it over!   Sorry!)
 
 
So Fortney knew exactly what the original consent decree stated, knew it was very precise including
the date of the actual separation and the exact amount of money to be split down to the last penny
and all of it calculated and inserted into the consent decree by Gotwals himself, but something
caused Fortney to switch sides and begin supporting Gotwals and Representative Sullivan’s
position!  However, this email refers to 13 emails between Fortney, Mrs. Sullivan,  and Annette
McPhetridge of Smith Barney between April 16th and August 11th of 2009 during the time that the
consent decree was being drafted.
 
 
But around August 9th, Fortney told Mrs. Sullivan that Gotwals was likely going to fight about the
original consent decree.    So Mrs. Sullivan knew that there was a chance that she would be
dragged back into court and wanted a second opinion on whether the original consent decree was
an error so she went to see Bob Bartz on August 19th 2009.   Gotwals was claiming “scriveners
error” which is a clerical error in a document made by a secretary, typist, or other office worker. 
 
 Now there is a case for when an oral contract was given and then reduced into written form and a
mistake was made but in this instance it was Representative Sullivan’s attorney James Gotwals that
read the consent decree hearing transcript and wrote the actual consent decree that both parties
and their attorneys signed.  And the law doesn’t consider an attorney an office worker, indeed his
position is that of knowing every single detail and nuance of the case so he is held to a much,
much, higher standard. 
 
But if it were a scrivener’s error, both parties would have to sign off on any changes and both
attorneys would represent their clients to the best of their abilities.  That was not the case here;
Mrs. Sullivan was railroaded on this issue.
So on October 5th a few minutes past midnight, Mrs. Sullivan sends an email to Rick White telling
him that she just learned today of the hearing on the Nunc Pro Tunc issue from looking on the
OSCN.net website and asking why she hadn’t been told of the hearing.  Her email points out that
Gotwals and Representative Sullivan are asking for criminal contempt and have threatened her with
si x months in the county jail for the 14 contempt charges they had filed at that point, the vast
majority of which were found unfounded by judge Barcus.  She is also concerned about new

24366

http://t.ymlp121.com/jjyagaumuqafaeyuacajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp121.com/jbsaiaumuqapaeyuaoajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp121.com/jbuacaumuqazaeyuapajbju/click.php


contempt charges filed on October 2nd, a few  days before, as she doesn’t know if her attorney filed
them or if Representative Sullivan and Gotwals filed more contempt charges (they had, a total of 34
ridiculous issues).
 
page two below
 

 
 
Mrs. Sullivan is standing tall in this email, telling Rick White in no uncertain terms that she has just
now   learned of this Nunc Pro Tunc hearing, wants a jury trial on the issue, asks for a  court
reporter to be present to preserve any record of what goes on, and expects Rick White to not
compromise her legal position.
 
Regardless of her wishes, Mrs. Sullivan was thrown to the wolves that morning in court.   There was
no court reporter present and when Mrs. Sullivan asked for one, her request was refused.   Rick
White appeared but Guy Fortney did not.  When the judge asked why, Gotwals replied that Fortney
was away from town but he could contact him via cell phone if needed.    Gotwals even told the
judge that Fortney agreed with him that there was a scrivener’s error and the judge took the
opposing counsel’s word of it!   We do not have a transcript of what went on but this motion to
vacate the Nunc Pro Tunc lays out what happened on October 5th and the reasons why the Nunc
Pro Tunc was improperly signed by the judge.  It also clearly infers that Mrs. Sullivan was
abandoned by her two attorneys, Rick White and Guy Fortney while at the same time defending one
of them!
 
Motion to vacate page 1, page 2, page 3, page 4 and page 5.
 
And if you want absolute proof that both Rick White and Guy Fortney knew they were abandoning
their client, look at the “settled” Nunc Pro Tunc that was signed by Gotwals and judge Barcus.  
Note that the signature space labeled Guy Fortney is blank except for a note stating “over
objection”.  That’s right, both of her attorneys refused to sign the supposedly “settled” agreement to
change the original consent decree.
 
Note that only one word was added, the word “losses” in section 4 where they are discussing
interests, accretions, and accruals.
 
Page one, page two, page three of the “settled” Nunc Pro Tunc
 
Next week we will answer some of the questions from last week’s newsletters about judicial
corruption in Tusla and dig into some existing complaints about the judicial system in Tulsa County.
 
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo call costs.  We
are tightfisted, we will spend your hard earned money wisely and frugally as we do our very
best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we can begin to clean up our country. 
 
 To donate, send checks to Sooner Tea Party, 358 North Rockwell Ave, OKC, OK 73127
 
Or visit soonerteaparty.org and use our PayPal link to donate using a credit card, a debit card,
or a bank transfer.
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From: Romana Rhyne
To: Governor Info
Subject: HMO With A Twist - the ultimate health care reform for job growth and job creation
Date: Thursday, July 21, 2011 1:51:54 PM
Attachments: Perspective.doc

Governor Mary Fallin [Oklahoma]

Oklahoma State Capitol

2300 N Lincoln Blvd, Room 212

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

P-405-521-2342

F-405-521-3353

 

 

Re:                   HMO With A Twist, not Obamacare

[The Ultimate Health Care Reform for Job Growth and Job Creation]

 

 

I am sure you will agree with me that enough is enough.  We need to put a stop to the monstrous,
massive spending spree of the government.  We should  no longer pursue Obamacare.  The
legislation is bad for the country, hurt our economy and drive us further into debt.

 

FYI, I have developed a position paper re above topic.  So I am sending the paper straight to you .

 

HMO With A Twist brings back patient care to doctors.  The medical facility/hospital comprised
of physicians and other health care providers will call the shot and run the show.

 

This is a plan that crosses party lines, Democrats and Republicans.  It is cut to the chaise,
straight to the point.  It will level the playing field when it comes to health care.  The 53 million
Medicare beneficiaries will pay only $70 a month [prescription drugs included] to their HMOs.

 

In a nutshell, “HMO with a Twist,” will do the following:

1.      provides capital base to every state for operating expenses.  For example, if there
are   3.7 million people in Oklahoma,  the state will get $3.7 million a month, $44.4
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million a year, courtesy of the HMOs;

2.      since health care reform is critical to job growth, as a result, the HMOs will start
hiring to be able to provide services to increased membership;

3.      doctors/medical facilities will get higher reimbursement from Medicaid and Medicare
since the insurance companies have been cut;

4.      providers will no longer be burdened with too much paper work;

5.      expanded universal coverage to the people from county to county, from state to state.

 

Since the devil is in the details, I am open for “question and answer” from you and your staff. 
Shoot me an e-mail at   call me at ,  see my  blog  at
romantomato.blogspot.com.

 

Sincerely,

 

 

 

Roman Rhyne
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Mathew Staver, Chairman

Liberty Counsel Action

Our United States Attorney General has crossed a

critical line in forcing the pro-homosexual agenda

down America’s throat.  Now, according to the

Department of Justice (DOJ), our laws and culture

must facilitate the delusion of a person who

“deems” themselves to be something they clearly

are not.

Please see my very important message below –

Mat. 

The new depths of convoluted social manipulation into

which Attorney General Eric Holder has drug the

Department of Justice was being reported throughout the

Memorial Day weekend.  Here’s a brief synopsis of the

facts as we now know them…

Cross-dresser Jennifer Braly is anatomically a

male. But Braly desires to become a woman – has

“deemed” himself to be a woman – and is raising

money for “Sex Reassignment Surgery.”

The state of Arkansas now recognizes Jennifer Braly as a

woman because she legally changed her name and

“gender identity.”

Braly was using the University of Arkansas at Fort Smith

(UAFS) women’s restrooms, despite being a male – and

in spite of the complaints of female students who

opposed seeing Braly in the women’s restrooms. 

From: Sarah Folsom
To: Sarah Folsom
Subject: Holder opening Pandora"s Box
Date: Wednesday, May 30, 2012 12:25:42 PM

How long are “We the People” going to tolerate such stupid, idiotic and ridiculous nonsense?  We
just must stand straight up, straighten our backs and square our shoulders and voice to our
Congressmen/women, “Enough is Enough.  No More of this nonsense.”  It is our duty to contact our
senators and representative and pressure them into action.
 
 

From: Liberty Counsel Action [mailto:alert@lcaction.cc] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2012 11:21 AM
Subject: Holder opening Pandora's Box
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The university offered Braly unisex facilities, but

apparently that wasn’t good enough. Braly contacted the

DOJ’s Civil Rights Division and at that point, Eric

Holder’s Department of Justice stepped in. 

According to reports, because of Braly, the DOJ

sent a pointed letter to UAFS officials, which was

interpreted by the university’s counsel to require a

change in policy that allowed Braly full access to

women’s restrooms on campus.

The university, in fact, changed its policy after

receiving the DOJ letter.  “In the eyes of the law,

this individual [Jennifer Braly] is entitled to use the

bathroom that she identifies with,” university Vice

President Mark Horn said in a public statement.

++Now, the DOJ denies having ordered the change in

policy!

When public outrage arose over this obvious capitulation

to the pro-homosexual agenda, both the DOJ and the

university declined to share the content of the DOJ

letter.  But the fact is that the university changed its

policy and Braly used the DOJ to force that change.

Now, the pro-homosexual community is trumpeting this

“victory” achieved through manipulation of the Civil Rights

Division of Eric Holder’s Department of Justice.  What a

travesty!

++Government “deeming” falsehoods to be true is

opening Pandora’s Box.

You will doubtless recall then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi

“deeming” ObamaCare as passed into law without an

actual vote. 

And we have witnessed President Barack Obama and

Eric Holder “deem” the Defense of Marriage Act as

unconstitutional and indefensible, even though it had

passed several strict reviews by the federal judiciary.

Now, we see Eric Holder’s DOJ agreeing that

Jennifer Braly can “deem” himself a woman at will.

Here’s a stark fact with no “deeming” involved:  This

outrageous action from Eric Holder’s DOJ creates a very

dangerous precedent for our nation – especially for

women and children who use restrooms marked for

females. 

++Can we afford any more politicization of our justice

system?
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As you know, Liberty Counsel Action has been intensely

calling for congressional action against Attorney General

Eric Holder. The time for Congress to take action against

Holder’s illegal and agenda-driven policies is NOW! 

Many friends of Liberty Counsel have already

barraged Capitol Hill with faxes calling for the

censure, impeachment, or forced resignation of

Eric Holder.

Please join us in voicing the sentiments of grassroots

citizens nationwide who “deem” Eric Holder as a disgrace

as our nation’s Attorney General – and unfit to continue

as America’s “top cop.”

Click here to schedule your faxes to your Oklahoma

Representative and Senators and other key officials. 

Everything you need is just a click away:

http://www.lcaction.cc/2659/offer.asp

++The DOJ promotion of “gender identity rights” will have

a chilling, widespread impact.

Holder’s DOJ support of pro-homosexual interests could

start a domino effect that will be unstoppable as public

institutions are forced to rethink their “gender identity”

policies. 

Whatever is in the DOJ letter to UAFS, their legal

counsel felt the only course open to the university was to

change its policy on “transgender” use of restrooms!

But if choosing which restroom to use is based on

how an individual “identifies” their gender, what’s to

stop ANY man from using ANY women’s restroom

ANYWHERE in our nation?

What’s to stop males from “deeming” themselves to be

female to live in female dormitories – or to attend

women’s schools – or girls’ camps – or any other number

of other outrageous scenarios?

The Department of Justice’s position is a travesty

of justice catering to radical special interest groups

and the Obama administration’s pro-homosexual

agenda.  This posture is ill-advised and simply

wrong for America.

++Holder MUST GO!

  

Together, we are continuing to call on the House to issue

their “Contempt of Congress” citation to Holder over his
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stonewalling of information on the deadly “Fast and

Furious” debacle…or pass the proposed “Vote of No

Confidence”…or demand Holder’s resignation for

dereliction of duty.

Here’s the good news: As Eric Holder’s scandalous and

misguided decisions are yet further exposed, so are his

detractors empowered to rise up and get him fired! 

Please – help us keep the pressure on Congress to cite

Attorney General Eric Holder for Contempt and call for

his resignation and/or his impeachment!

Click here to schedule your immediate faxes to Congress

using Liberty Counsel Action’s powerful Fax Barrage:

http://www.lcaction.cc/2659/offer.asp

This latest outrage – forcing a public institution and the

women it serves to bow down before the GLBT agenda –

is just another example of how dangerous it is for Eric

Holder to retain leadership in the Department of Justice!

Click here to schedule your immediate faxes to Congress

using Liberty Counsel Action’s powerful Fax Barrage:

http://www.lcaction.cc/2659/offer.asp

God bless you, as always for taking action with us,

Mathew D. Staver, Chairman

P.S. Can we “deem” ourselves to be something we’re not

in order to facilitate our own desires?  The DOJ’s

influence on this university is a travesty.

If Eric Holder refuses to resign as Attorney General, we

are calling on Congress to impeach him, pass a “Vote of

No Confidence” Resolution, and/or take any other action

they think will pressure his resignation. 

Please click here now to schedule your immediate faxes:

http://www.lcaction.cc/2659/offer.asp

+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +  

+

(Note: Please do not "reply" directly to this e-mail

message. This e-mail address is not designed to receive

your personal messages. To contact Liberty Counsel

Action with comments, questions or to change your

status, see the link at the end of this e-mail.)

+   +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +  +  +   +   +   +   +   +   +  

+
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+ + Comments? Questions?

http://www.lcaction.cc/email.asp?ind=10

Liberty Counsel Action is a 501(c)4 organization. Gifts

are not tax deductible. For full notice including notices for

individual states, go here.

http://www.lcaction.cc/r.asp?

U=100380&CID=659&RID=35669904

 

Liberty Action

PO 277

Maxwell,IA 50161
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Alex Weintz
Subject: Homeless Senator Dan Newberry and Did the Indians Just Buy Manhattan for $24.00?
Date: Sunday, June 24, 2012 11:15:48 PM

Forward this email to a friend 

IN THIS ISSUE:
  
 
 
  
 

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  Claude Hall's
Gun Shows
 
okcgunshow.com
okcgs.com
 
Claude Hall has
always take care of
the Tea Party and the
Ron Paul activist
community at his gun
shows. 
 
His next OKC dates
are:
 
May 19th - 20th,
July 14 - 15th,
Oct 6 - 7th
Nov 17 - 18th
Dec 15 - 16
 
WolfLaser.com
 

 
Click Here For Previous Newsletter Archives
 
Click Here to Sign Up for the Sooner Tea Party Email List
 
Forward this email to a friend
 

 

     
 

  Senator Newberry Election Funded by
Obama Money Bundler George Kaiser

 
Senator Newberry is locked in a tight race with Mark Croucher and is throwing everything that
isn’t bolted down.  Kevin McDugle is also facing a barrage of lies from Senator Crain over
Kevin's work at a Tulsa museum.  Winning at all costs is the only goal for these State Chamber
thugs.
Here are some links to some stories that cover the museum controversy:
News On 6
 KRMG
 
As proof that Newberry is panicking take a look at this invitation to attend a Newberry
fundraising event.
 

The Tulsa host committee,
Mike Craddock, George B. Kaiser and Don Millican,

along with CLE PAC, Oklahoma Association of Realtors PAC and the
Tulsa Chamber of Commerce PAC,

cordially invite you to a reception in support of
Senator Dan Newberry, District 37

and his Re-Election Campaign
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 21st, 2012
The Local Table Restaurant
4329 South Peoria Avenue

Tulsa, OK 74105
$1,000 Host          $500 Sponsor          $250 Friend          $150 per Attendee

RSVP: Karlee Bohn at 405-521-0900 or karlee@sagaconline.com
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This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your
printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

For a downloadable flyer, please click here.
Paid for by Friends of Dan Newberry

 
 
The stench of fear is palpable in Tulsa’s Senate District 37 if Newberry and the Tulsa Chamber
is openly resorting to using big Democratic supporters like Kaiser.   Write this down on your
bathroom mirror:  There are no Republicans or Democrats that take State Chamber or Liberal
money, only crooks that put an R or a D behind their names.
 
 

 
Homeless Senator Dan Newberry 

  
Ah, don't you love these young, fresh, politicians?  All the time setting records and
making new inroads in uncharted territory.   Senator Newberry is apparently going
to be our first homeless State Senator.
  
No one in their right mind is going to take money from an Obama Bundler in a tight
election like this but desperate people do desperate things.   It appears that
Senator Dan Newberry is in financial meltdown mode and according to this
repossession document filed in Tulsa County he hasn't paid his mortgage in many,
many, months.
  
The foreclosure papers claim that Senator Newberry hasn't paid his mortgage since
September first of 2011 and owes $401,024.00 in principle plus interest at 5% from
August 2011,  $2,143.27 in escrow advances, $783.51 in late fees, and $85.00 in
corporate advance.
  

  
Now bad things happen to good people, they get sick, they lose jobs but we are
talking about a State Senator here and they ought to be held to a higher
standard.  They get a legislative salary that is more than many Oklahomans will
ever dream of making plus their regular salary.  And if you can't increase your
income after being elected State Senator, then you are pretty poor at your
profession or trade.  If they won't pay their  personal bills and keep a roof over
their families head, why in the world would we even consider electing them to the
State Senate?
 
Perhaps this is why Senator Newberry has no problem with increasing government
spending and running up state debt.   He apparently doesn't have to pay so why
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 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

should the state have to pay back all the bonds?
 
Now this caught our attention and we looked at his ethics reports.  Lots of personal
reimbursements for things like printing with regular suppliers and "lump sum,
unknown" payments.  If you want to see for yourself follow this link and find
Newberry, Daniel in the list.   But the kicker is his latest Dan Newberry C1-R
showing $58,000 left eleven days before the primary.   Who in their right mind
would keep $58,000.00 unspent in a tight race?     Someone who didn't have the
$58,000.00 left in their bank account.   Newberry has had another $12,000 come in
since June 15th
 
I know that several Ethics Commission employees read this newsletter every
Monday morning.   You guys need to do an audit of Senator Newberry's campaign
account ASAP because a candidate that is hoarding cash eleven days before a
primary is an odd duck.   The guy is in financial trouble according to Tulsa County
Court filings so it is not a stretch that he could be embezzling money out of his
campaign funds and paying personal bills.  
 
For the regular citizens out there, the Ethics Commission requires a candidate or
PAC to file quarterly reports but to my knowledge or in my experience they don't
actually ask to see your bank statement to see if the cash your reported on hand is
in the bank or not.  But they can if there are questions of embezzlement.
 
Add to this reports of Senator Newberry using a different sign supplier, being
especially grumpy at the Capitol this year, and reports of cheap, poor quality mail
pieces going out despite raising hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign
donations.
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
So Who Do You Vote for?

  
If in doubt, vote anti incumbent.
  
Tulsa   Mazzei versus Ronda Vuillemont-Smith, pick Ronda
            Dan Newberry versus Mark Croucher, vote Croucher
            Brian Crain versus Kevin McDugle, vote McDugle
             Weldon Watson versus Lois Jacobs, vote Jacobs
            Glen Mulready versus Darren Gantz, vote Gantz
             County clerk,  vote Dean Martin
              John Sullivan versus Jim Bridenstien, vote Bridenstien
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Dan Boren's old seat, vote Dwayne Thompson or Dustin Rowe
  
Sharp Ron  017 Shawnee Republican
Clark Ernest R. 017 Shawnee Republican
Moore Ed  017 Shawnee Republican
Jestes Mike  017 Oklahoma City Republican
 
 
Little Don P. 033 Broken Arrow Republican
Dahm Nathan  033 Broken Arrow Republican
Wright Tim  033 Broken Arrow Republican
Johns Cliff  033 Broken Arrow Republican
 
Jolley Clark  041 Edmond Republican
Blair Paul  041 Edmond Republican
 
Hensley Gil  020 Newcastle Republican
ClevelandBobby  020 Slaughterville Republican
Maus Paul  020 Norman Republican
Morrison Alon  020 Newcastle Republican
 
ThomsenTodd  025 Ada Republican
Gallup Donald Cole 025 Ada Republican
 
Cooksey Marian  039 Edmond Republican
Dani Bob  039 Edmond Republican
 
Hardin Tommy C 049 Madill Republican
DishmonSamuel Q. 049 Madill Republican
 
McBride Mark  053 Moore Republican
Graham Brian  053 Moore Republican
Sullivan Paula  053 Norman Republican
Beu Eric E. 053 Moore Republican
 
Fisher Dan  060 El Reno Republican
White Matt  060 El Reno Republican
 
Armes Don  063 Faxon Republican
Cozad B. L. 063 Indiahoma Republican
 
Coody Ann  064 Lawton Republican
Jernigan Ryan D. 064 Lawton Republican
 
Walker Ken  070 Tulsa Republican
SaundersShane  070 Tulsa Republican
Davis David W. 070 Tulsa Republican
 
Henke Katie  071 Tulsa Republican
Rogers Evelyn L. 071 Tulsa Republican
 

 
   

 
Turner Mike  082 Edmond Republican
LiebmannGuy  082 Oklahoma City Republican
 
McDanielRandy  083 Edmond Republican
Aldridge Maurice  083 Oklahoma City Republican
 
Hall Elise  100 Oklahoma City Republican
Renner Jeff  100 Oklahoma City Republican
Beard Mark  100 Oklahoma City Republican
 
Banz Gary  101 Midwest City Republican
Bailey A. J. 101 Midwest City Republican
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Third Issue of the Oklahoma-Guardian

Is In the Hands of the Voters
 

Mission accomplished, papers reached 70,000 voters in the last week before the primary. 
Enough advertising and donations came in to double the printing so we sent thousands of
copies to our Ada team, hit a large chunk of Rep. Guy Liebman’s district, and a large chunk of
Rep. Gary Banz’s district.   The Tulsa teams hit Senator Mike Mazzei, Senator Newberry, and
Representative Glen Mulready.
 
Rep. Marian Cooksey was hit hardest in Oklahoma City, almost all of her district got
newspapers, and Senator Clark Jolley’s district was saturated.    This is a lot like spraying for
roaches, cover most of it and the vermin will track the pesticide into the other places.  What
you don't kill with the first spraying you will make sick and just maybe they will leave.
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One third of the papers, we couldn't haul all of them at once
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Some of the dozens of volunteers all across the state preparing papers for delivery

 

 
Around 2,000 papers ready to deliver.    Rep. Banz, say hellow to our little friends

 
We took 100 copies to the High Noon Club on Friday where Glen Howard of Senior World Radio
helped pass them out to incoming attendees and the guest speaker read parts of the articles as
part of his presentation.
 
The pressure must have been building for Senator Jolley last week and after he got caught
lying about Paul Blair’s business dealings Senator Jolley was apologizing at an event that led
the Democratic Okie Forum to declare the event the “public execution of Clark Jolley's political
career.    Jolley’s public political suicide was assisted by a former Chairman of the GOP, Chad
Alexander
 
     The Coalition for Oklahoma’s Future is a PAC ran by David Boren’s lobbyist, Chad Alexander,
funded by the largest corporate supporters of the State Chamber of Commerce, and  has
injected hundreds of thousands of dollars into a handful of House and Senate races this year in
an attempt to re-elect pro corporate welfare friendly legislators.  The major donors of the new
PAC are Chesapeake Inc., the Chickasaw Nation, the Williams Co., Rooney Holdings, and
Flintco.
 
      On Friday Senator Clark Jolley reportedly apologized to Paul Blair over the ads ran by the
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Coalition for Oklahoma’s Future and was quoted by the Oklahoman as saying:  ““I don't even
know who paid for it,” Jolley said. “I can't control legally anything an independent group does.”
   
During the candidate forum on Friday Paul Blair read from a letter from his accountant, David F.
Johnson, of Oklahoma City, stating that he “did not find a single instance of any delinquency
filing, failure to file, any wrongdoing or anything inappropriate.    All the businesses you have
been associated with, owned and/or operated have always paid their taxes.” Johnson has
prepared taxes for Blair and his businesses since the mid 1980s.  Blair also refuted a robo  call
claiming scandal on an Edmond School District vending machine contract  stating that his
company had been outbid by another company and that there was no scandal involved.  “That's
the way free market and free enterprise works,” he said.
 
       Attendees reported that Senator Jolley held his head in his hands as the attack ads were
shown to be unfounded political mudslinging, leading to reports on the Oklahoma Democratic
Forum that called the encounter “The public execution of Clark Jolley’s political career.”  
 
The Oklahoman printed a story on Tuesday where Xavier Neira, chairman of the Coalition for
Oklahoma's Future, said that radio and television advertisements criticizing Paul Blair will
continue to air despite complaints from the candidate that they are misleading.    The ads
center on three $25.00 Franchise tax payments on businesses that had closed or had become
inactive. 
 
       An agency spokeswoman for the Oklahoma Tax Commission was quoted as saying that
failure to file papers listing the corporate officers and paying the $25.00 Franchise fee results in
the business being listed as suspended but it isn’t a crime and no taxes were actually owed to
the state.   Agency spokesperson Paula Ross said the filing the names of corporate officers
protects them from being sued individually, she said. The franchise tax was suspended in 2010.
 
   Senator Clark Jolley’s office was contacted for this article but refused to comment.
 
 
Jolley’s own polling must be showing that he is losing if he has sunk to using three $25.00
franchise tax payments as his best shot at defeating Blair.  After the state tax commission
spokesperson verified that the franchise tax payments weren’t even owed as the businesses
had been dissolved Jolley must have thought it was the end of the world.
 
Finally we worked with allies across the state to push three robo calls into Rep. Mulready’s
district and into Rep. Todd Thomspen’s district.  Both Mulready and Thompsen voted to
eliminate income tax exemptions for retired veterans, for disabled veterans, and for soldiers
that are fighting in Afghanistan or Iraq so that they could lower income tax rates for the
wealthiest Oklahomans.  We thought the voters of their districts should know how they were
voting before the election.
 
And for the third robo call we used a bit of information that we have been saving for
Representative Glen Mulready’s election; his committee vote on HB 1397, the transvestite birth
certificate bill.
 
   Back in May when I ambushed Mulready at the Republican women’s club meeting I actually
congratulated him in front of the crowd for voting against the transvestite birth certificate issue
when it came to the House floor.   I remembered that he looked uncomfortable, as if he was
holding something back, and sure enough there his name appears on the House web page on
HB 1397 as a committee supporter of the transvestite birth certificate.   One of our allies
brought up the committee vote so we recorded a robo call to help old Glen communicate better
with his constituents.  
 
I suppose we will be blamed when Mulready buckles under the pressure and moves to San
Francisco to begin his new career in female impersonator burlesque.
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"Anti Business" or Constitutional Conservative?

 
 The Oklahoman swung into action on Sunday labeling our efforts “anti business”.   But take a
look at the part where the Democratic consultant is siding with the establishment candidates by
claiming there are two Republican parties.  I beg to differ; you are a Republican only if you
follow the party platform so there is only one Republican Party.   The problem is that the
Democrats have infiltrated the Republican Party and are holding the majority of the House and
Senate seats along with most of the statewide offices.
 
The story continues with the Democratic consultant wondering if the State Chamber will support
a “pro business” Democrat against the “anti business” Republican in the general election, then
he repeats his assertion that the incumbents are being challenged because they aren’t “social”
leaders or “religious” leaders.  I hate to break this to them but most of our state’s population
are religious and they just might support a business man running for office that believes that
principles must come before profit, that the public good deserves being the goal instead of
corporate welfare.
 
Besides using the Democratic consultant, they drug out Chamber wh*res Neva Hill and Pat
McFerron.   Neva Hill, the personal political consultant to our old punching bag Kris Steele
called us liars in the article:
 
““There seems to be in the primaries this mindset of a lot of the challengers that you just
attack, attack, attack, and it doesn't matter whether it's truthful,” Hill said. “No one's really
calling them to task.”
 
Neva Hill, name one instance where we were untruthful.   She can’t and everyone knows it.

 Michael McNutt did a good job on portraying my interview for the story.   
 
“Al Gerhart, chairman of the Sooner Tea Party, said his members aren't working to get
candidates elected, but to expose voting records to prevent certain incumbents from being re-
elected."
 
“We did very little recruiting,” he said. “It's more about we've looked at what's out there. We
talk with them and we also make sure that they understand how they run is how they'd better
vote.”
 
Gerhart said he is disappointed with Republican lawmakers who ran on pledges to cut state
government, yet the legislatively appropriated budget for the 2013 fiscal year, which begins July
1, is $6.8 billion, or $200 million more than this year.
 
“Something is seriously out of whack with the Republican Party if they can't follow their own
party platform,” he said. “Where's the savings? They talk about eliminating the state income tax
— we'll never do that unless you get the spending under control.”
 
Kudos to Michael McNutt of the Oklahoman for getting the main point to our opposition past his
editors, that these “Republicans” are outright hypocrites and are the slaves of the State
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Chamber.   I also loved the part about the Tea Party opposition caused “several” Republicans
to vote against the bond issues at the close of the session then McNutt gave the vote tally for
one of the bond issues,  77 against and 15 for….  Several Michael?   I know, that is what it
took to get it past your editors.   That right there folks is admission that the Sooner Tea Party
killed the bond issues.
 
And RINO GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell showed his ignorance again with his comments for the
story, or better put, acted like the lap dog that he has become and bleated out what his
handlers require of him:
 
“What can be hurtful is if we beat each other up too much in the primary and there's a
Democrat waiting in the general election,” Pinnell said.
 
“I don't really see that happening in these races (Tuesday). There are certainly some
competitive primaries that we have, but I don't think there's any example where the
challengers won't get behind the nominees.”
 
Matt, you are dead wrong.   The real Republicans understand that the GOP has been
hijacked, we will support conservative Democrats over the lying, State Chamber wh*res that
you have been trying to protect.   I told the entire state GOP convention in May of 2011 what
we would do, you send us trash as candidates and we will take out the trash.
 
The Associated Press did a story on Saturday that did a decent job of laying out the facts,
albeit a bit slanted toward the State Chamber by calling us social conservatives instead of the
proper term of constitutional conservatives.  Sean Murphy did a good job on accurately stating
our position and accurately quoted my comments:
 
“But a tea party group is weighing in on Blair's behalf, peppering likely voters in the district
with a newsletter blasting Jolley for various votes that they deem “liberal.”
 
Al Gerhart, the co-founder of the Sooner Tea Party, said the group also is targeting other
incumbents, including Sens. Brian Crain, R-Tulsa, Dan Newberry, R-Tulsa, Mike Mazzei, R-Tulsa,
and Rep. Glen Mulready, R-Tulsa, and will have delivered more than 100,000 newsletters to the
doorsteps of Republican voters by Tuesday's election.
 
“Mainly because we realize they're not following the Republican Party platform,” said Gerhart, a
longtime critic of the Republican Party establishment in Oklahoma. “To us, that makes them
RINOs (Republicans in name only).
 
“Making the newspaper was a big task, but we figured it was the only way we could get the
message out there.”
 
But in what might be the most regretted political decision of the year, the State Chamber and
their allies are intent on labeling most of the opposition candidates as “Sooner Tea Party”
candidates.  They are rolling the dice, betting that they don’t lose enough races that giving us
credit for the losses doesn’t blow back in their faces.   If the incumbents all win then the
defeats will be blamed on the Sooner Tea Party even if we had no part in a particular election,
so there is some method to their madness.   But if they lose their bet they will have publically
given us credit for their defeat.   But one thing is unmistakable, the State Chamber and their
establishment allies view us as the main threat and as the voice of the opposition in Oklahoma.
 
Calculated risks are necessary to win in any contest but foolishly gambling, not taking into
account what is at stake nor the odds of prevailing, is the mark of an idiot.  Or the State
Chamber and their establishment allies realize that everything is at stake, all the tax credits, all
the corruption that will be uncovered, all the special treatment for special interests, all will
come crashing down if we maintain our three House seat margin for the Speaker of the House
election.  Here is what they don’t quite get, things have changed, more people are awake, we
have alternative media to spread our message like our new Oklahoma-Guardian newspaper.

 

The One That Got Away
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I don’t like to lose.    I like it even less when the general public loses and that seems to be the
case with the Prater investigation.    The Grand Jury refused to indict Oklahoma County District
Attorney David Prater on conspiracy charges connected to the victory party in 2006 that lead to
improper campaign donations.  According to the Attorney Generals office the campaign
donations charges were past the statue of limitations,  That statement was found in the Grand
Jury report so they focused on the only crime that they could rule on, whether or not Prater
conspired with the half dozen or so lawyers to avoid successful prosecution of various charges
ranging from DUI to bribing a police officer.
 
 
The Grand Jury Interim report reads like a campaign flyer for Prater, with the admonishment at
the end praising his “political courage” for prosecuting his campaign donors rather than
following state statue and sending the cases out to the Attorney Generals office so they could
be sent to other district attorneys for prosecution.
 
Grand Juries aren’t like criminal juries; one hold out won’t stop them from indicting a public
official.    The vote might have been 16 to 14 for all we know.
 
However let’s look at what we did accomplish:
 

We forced the Attorney General to investigate the case after they had known about the
details since February (according to both rumor and the Grand Jury Interim Report).
Prater was forced to return thousands of dollars in campaign donations
 Several of the attorneys did face justice in the end and had to give up their law license

·         We shined a harsh, blinding spotlight on activities at the courthouse and gave them
notice that we were watching and that they would be held accountable
 
Allegedly they found records of payment from five donors the night of the victory party and
one attorney allegedly paid $2,000 in cash to settle his part of the bill.    One indictment was
returned, allegedly for the businessman that owned the restaurant for signing an affidavit that
he supposedly knew to be false.
 
That is where I am having problems figuring this out.   The guy wasn’t looking to hurt Prater
and he could have thrown us off the case when I slid a copy of that affidavit across the table
to him simply by saying the affidavit wasn’t legit.   Why would he own up to the affidavit and
continue to say that Moon paid with a credit card?   Had it been so far back that he was
mistaken?   Or was the bill actually paid by Moon’s credit card and the other payments found
from the five donors and the $2,000.00 in cash simply campaign donations?  We don’t know
and we don’t have access to the records that the Grand Jury saw.
 
But we are a nation of laws and a Grand Jury refused to indict Prater so unless other evidence
comes forward Prater is a free man.   Let’s hope the admonishment of the Grand Jury takes
hold and that Prater follows state law in forwarding cases where conflict of interests is present
to the Attorney Generals office.
 
 

Liberal Liebmann Is on the Run!
R. H.

 
Since 2004 Representative Guy Liebmann has claimed to represent District 82 as a conservative
Republican in the House of Representatives in the State of Oklahoma. His record shows that he
is far from a conservative politician. In fact his 2011 Oklahoma RINO score is miserable 20.
 
 
Liebmann  was a Marine but one thing is obvious about veterans in politics.  The veteran who
does not embellish on his or her record tends to serve the public while the false hero and non-
combat veteran tends to serve themselves. A prime example of this is Senator John Kerry or
even Representative Guy Liebmann.
 
Mr. Liebmann authored HB 1515, which was a bill that would use taxpayer funds to complete
the Native American Cultural Center in Oklahoma City. Now this project happens to sit in his
city, and this would have been a basic Pork Barrel Project for his city district. One has to ask
why the rest of the state’s residents should pay to complete a private project to benefit his
city?
 
In 2011 he submitted 8 bills to the House for consideration. Of those 6 died in committee, 1
died on the House floor and 1 became law. The one that became law is listed below.
 
HB 1512 Deferred Maintenance Finance-Liberal
 
What this law does, is once a bond is paid off from fees collected it allows those fees to remain
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in place for maintenance cost. The only stipulation is those funds must be spent within 24
months. This in effect is a backdoor way to fund capital improvements to whatever they want.
 
In 2012 he submitted 8 bills and 1 House Joint Resolution for consideration to the House. Of
those 2 died in committee, 1 died in a Senate committee, 1 was held over and 4 became law.
The House Joint Resolution also became law. The ones that became law are listed below.
 
HB 2388 Drug Screening for Applicants for State Provided Assistance-Conservative
HB 2390 Modify Storage Tank Reimbursement Provisions-Liberal
HB 2391 Weigh Station Improvement Fund-Tax on Fuel-Liberal
HB 2392 Public Finance-Long Range Capital Planning Commission-Liberal
HJR 1116 Permanent Rules for the Department of Transportation-Liberal
What’s particularly troubling of the bills that became law was the expansion of government by
creating a new commission to study the Long Range Capital Planning. Not only did this grow
the size of government, and the cost of government, but it put the responsibilities of the
legislature off on a three man commission. This is pure laziness on the part of the legislature
and a show of contempt towards the citizens of Oklahoma.
 
How did he vote on bills that mattered to Oklahomans? Well we took a look and here is what
we found.
 
HB 2130 Obamacare, voted Yea 4 times-Liberal
HR 1004 Open Rules under certain circumstances, refused to sign-Liberal Stance
HB 2171 Highway Bond Bill, voted Yea 6 times-Liberal
HB 1953 Governors Quick Action Fund, Slush Fund, voted Yea 13 times-Liberal
HB 1593 Municipal Employees Collective Bargaining Act, Voted Yea 3 times-Conservative
HJR 1002 Ad Valorum Tax Increase, voted Yea 1 time-Liberal
HB 1446 Illegal Immigration Bill, voted Nay 2 times-Liberal
HB 2131 Soft on Crime, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
HB 1647 Concealed Carry for Military Personnel, voted Nay 2 times-Liberal
HB 2169 Obamacare Funding, voted Yea 2 times-Liberal
SB 154 21st Century Quality Jobs Act, voted Yea 3 times-Liberal
 
That’s simply amazing.  Eleven very important votes to the citizens of Oklahoma and he votes
as a conservative 1 time.
 
I then went to the Oklahoma Ethics Commission web site to look at his campaign finances. It
seems that Mr. Liebmann ran un-opposed in the 2010 campaign season, although he did have
a campaign organization then. It seems he also kept that organization alive until January of
2012. During 2011 we see things on his campaign reports that look like this.
 
Name                                      Principal Interest                    Date                            Amount
OKIEPAC                                  To Support Candidate             Feb 2, 2011                
$2,500.00
                                                For Office
 
Now this is 2011. What office are we talking about? Could this be House of Representatives in
2012? If so, then why wasn’t an SO-1 filed until January of 2012? Is this skirting the campaign
laws? Here’s more of what I found.
 
Date             Item                    Name of Person                                     Bene.   Explanation 
        Amount  
June 17, 2011 Membership    Greater OKC Chamber of Commerce   HD 82  Help Build a Better
Ok  $75.00
May 09, 2011 Advertising                   OKC-Friday                                   HD 82  Campaign
Advertising  $251.94
 
What is this I found? Campaign advertising in May of 2011. That can only be for the 2012
campaign season. That is a clear violation of Oklahoma’s campaign laws. Where is the Ethics
Commission on this?
 
I next went to www.votesmart.org and looked at what was on file there. I paid particular
attention to his campaign finances and his Special Interest group ratings. The Special Interest
group ratings show that he favors the agenda of the Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce of
those of his constituents. His positions on consumer and patient advocacy are down in the 50’s.
That’s terrible.
 
What stood out in his campaign finance report was a donation from an organization called
Oklahomans for Better Housing. This organization is a spinoff of ACORN. You remember them.
They like to hide their activities and names, but we know who they are. No conservative
politician would ever accept a donation from this group.
 
It’s obvious that Mr. Liebmann is nothing more than a tax and spend liberal politician. This
RINO Republican faces a good Conservative Republican challenger in the primary Tuesday.
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2011 Oklahoma RINO Index Receives Praise

 
Paul Wesselhoft and the Sooner Tea Party don’t see eye to eye on every issue but Wesselhoft
is politically savvy enough to work with us where we do agree and that is on 95% of the
issues.   So we were grateful when Wesselhoft posted comments on Facebook supporting the
need to revise the Oklahoma Constitution/OCPAC Conservative Index that had for years been
rock solid.
 
Our problems with the Conservative Index all flow from Charlie Meadow’s part of the process,
picking the bills that make up the Index.  When Charlie allows personal loyalties to get in the
way or allows religion to override common sense then he screws up the Conservative Index.
Here are the two posts by Representative Wesselhoft:
 
Paul Wesselhöft posted on your Wall
"CONSERVATIVE INDEX RATES AN 80, NOT 100!

The Conservative Index of The Oklahoma Constitution lost creditability this year. They excluded
two important conservative bills, one of which I will address:

They refused to apply a “no” vote on the last minute raid of the EDGE Fund. The Republican
caucus voted not to even hear this bill, but the Speaker violated our instructions in the last 30
minutes because he knew he had the liberal Democrat’s votes for the bill. Only two questions
from me were allowed on spending those millions on Higher Education, and I was not allowed
to debate the bill.

We could and would have used that 167 million to repair the capital buildings, hire more
correction officers, and repair the Medical Examiners office. All conservatives knew our next
year intentions. These are core responsibilities of government.

Now, next year, we must defeat more bond bills that will be proposed to make such repairs.
We gave up all those millions with two questions asked and no debate!

Apart from the Personhood bill, a “no” vote on the EDGE bill was absolutely the most
conservative vote! Rep. Mike Reynolds says, “A legislator cannot be a conservative and vote
‘yes’ on this bill.” However, some Republicans voted “yes.”

Conservative Republicans will be well served by a competing conservative index."
 
DESPICABLE SPECTACLE

The Oklahoma House of Representatives raided the E.D.G.E. fund of some $165,000,000 and
transferred the money to Higher Education for their endowed chairs matching project. The
budget already gave Higher Education a $10,000,000 annual increase. And, as usual, Higher
Education is threatening to raise tuition.

In light of the defeat of a bond to repair the Capitol, that money could have gone a long way
to restore the deteriorating Capitol complex and other projects. We will most likely not approve
another bond next year.

20 Republicans voted, “No.” They wanted the money for repairs next year.
Bennett, Brumbaugh, Derby, Faught, Grau, Hall, Johnson, Kern, Key, McCullough, Mulready,
Newell, Osborn, Ownbey, Reynolds, Ritze, Roberts, S., Russ, Sanders, and Wesselhoft
 
 Wesselhoft is spot on with both posts.  At the High Noon Club on Friday he did ask a very
good question about our 2011 Oklahoma RINO Index, what bill caused him to get a 90%
instead of a 100% score.
 
Keep in mind that we still respect what the Oklahoma Constitution/OCPAC Conservative Index
has done in the years past so when we revised their index we tried hard to leave as much in
place as possible and only change what was horribly wrong.  One of the bills that we inserted
was HB 1446, the Illegal Alien Sanctuary bill.  There were no perfect votes on that bill except
for the last vote which disappeared off the HB 1446 bill information page on the House website,
so we had to settle on the best of the procedural votes on the issue.
 
We waited for around six to nine months before putting out the index because of the lack of a
good vote on HB 1446 then finally after talking to one of the legislators about the issue we
went with what we had knowing that several legislators would have lower scores than they
deserved if we used that bill.  But how could you leave off the most important and hardest
fought immigration bill of the year?
 
Kern, Murphy Ritze, Reynolds, and Wesselhoft all paid small price as all would have scored a
perfect score on the index had we had the final vote.   Brumbaugh would have scored a 90
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instead of an 80.  But the idea is to be objective, not perfect,  so we figured that 90 out of 100
was far better than the OCPAC Index.
 
 

State Chamber Judicial Rating Group
 

 
Rep John Bennett exposed the members of the State Chamber of Commerce judicial rating
group, the so called Oklahoma Civil Justice Council.    Their aim is to “rate” judges based on
their pro Chamber decisions.  Despite the secrecy behind the group, Bennett managed to obtain
a copy of the minutes of one of their meetings.  For those that find this unusual we would
remind them that we have had access to State Chamber secrets for some time, they are hardly
a monolithic block as some of them are decent men with integrity and honor.  As in all groups
there are factions fighting within the group, the trick is to learn to be useful to them on
occasion.

The Oklahoma Civil Justice Council is made up of the following individuals:
 
·         Fred Morgan (President of the Oklahoma State Chamber)
·          Mike Seney (State Chamber)
·         Mark VanLandingham
·          Allen Wright
·          Henry Hood(General Counsel, Chesapeake)
·          David Rainbolt (President of BancFirst)
·         Roger Beverage (Executive Director of the Oklahoma Bankers Association)
·          Mark Schell(Unit Corporation)
·          Mike McDonald (Maxim Petroleum)
·         Mike Terry (OIPA)
·          Brad Krieger (State Chamber)
·          Jennifer Monies (State Chamber).

Do a search on OSCN.net and you might just  find numerous appellate cases involving
Chesapeake and BancFirst.  Others wonder if this is a preemptive strike aimed at protecting
Chespeake CEO Aubrey McClendon after all the controversy over his interest in oil and gas wells
as well as the fight at the annual meeting where the stockholders voted to move the
corporation to Delaware.
 
Their goal is most likely to bully the judges into ruling favorably in cases where the State
Chamber’s larger donors are involved.   I suppose since the elections on appellate judges are
retention ballots they feel they can’t openly campaign against the appellate judges or run their
own bought and paid for judges to oppose them.   All they have left is to threaten the judges
with a manufactured rating.

Everyone remembers the grade school lesson where they were told that Peter Minuit bought
the island of Manhattan for $24.00 in beads, cloth, and trinkets.  But what we didn’t learn was
that the Canarsie Indians that “sold” Manhattan actually didn’t live there, they merely visited to
trade on occasion.   Other tribes “sold” land to the white men including the Raritans of Staten
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Island that sold Staten Island no less than six times.  The reverse is now happing here in
Oklahoma, some of the Indian tribes are trying to buy our legsilature for beads and trinkets in
the way of campaign donations.
 
So how ironic is it that Manhattan Construction is now leading the charge to  defeat the
conservative candidates, bully appellate judges, and obtain tax dollars for the Indian Cultural
Center in Oklahoma City and other bond issues projects.  The documents shows that the group
that is attacking Paul Blair and other Constitutional Conservatives was organized out of the
Manhattan Construction Corporation in Norman Oklahoma.
 
The person heading the political attacks is one Chad Alexander,  a current OU Lobbyist and a
former state GOP Chairman.   Records show that he was paid $35,000 to attack Paul Blair, Bob
Dani, and other candidates after the Coalition for Oklahoma’s Future gathered $300,000 from
Chesapeake Energy, Chickasaw tribe, Rooney Holdings, Clay Bennett, Continental Resources,
Williams Company, and Flintco.  Now Flintco and Manhattan are competitors, I’ve actually
worked for both years ago as a carpenter so to see them in bed is interesting indeed.
 
 
 Look at the schedule F link on this ethics report.  They are supporting Mulready, Crain,
 Thompsen, and Marian Cooksey, the same people that we are going after.
 
They are doing things right though as their first expenditures were survey and polling the
districts under attack.   I suppose what they found alarmed them and allowed them to raise the
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
 
 Here is a list of expenditures they have made on behalf of candidates.
 
Bottom line is that they are scared they are going to lose these seats and are planning on
buying them outright with advertising.  They know that if they lose seats, they also lose their
strangle hold on the legislature, that the legislature will be more afraid of we the people than
they are afraid of the State Chamber.
 
They pretty much spent the rest of their money on Clark Jolley as that is the one they can’t
lose as Jolley is the Chairman of Appropriations and Budgets, Mr. Santa Clause to these big
corporations.
So, we got em on the run.   Please get out and vote on Tuesday June 26th and throw the
incumbents out and put the citizen legislators into power.
 
Here are the phone numbers for those behind the Coalition for Oklahoma's Future.   Light em
up:
 
XNeira@manhattanconstruction.com
 
(405) 822-1092,  
(405) 795-3240,
 (405) 269-3239
 

Action Alert
  

We don’t deal with national
issues much as we believe
that the best way to get the
attention of Congress and
the Senate is to clean up
the mess at home. 
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However HR 459, the Audit
the Fed bill is coming up in
a few days and we all
should contact our U.S.
Representatives and
demand that they co
sponsor HR 459.
We need to send two clear messages:
 
1.)  Any attempt to water down Audit the Fed – or a vote for such an attempt - will
be seen as a direct attack on transparency and reported to their constituents as
such.
 
2.)  HR 459 must receive a standalone, up or down vote on its own merits.
 
We are in debt, $16 trillion not counting the Social Security or pension much less
any of the government backed programs like FHA or bailout programs but the Fed
continues to print money that causes inflation.   If our economy fails it will be
because of unsound money so this needs fixed.  A side benefit would be the
reduced spending required once the Fed can’t print money at will.  And your
savings  or pension won’t lose value
 
 Please contact your Representative right away to urge them to cosponsor Audit the
Fed.
 
If your representative is already a cosponsor, remind them that any attempt to
water Audit the Fed down will be seen as an attack on transparency. 
 
And be sure to make it clear that HR 459 must receive a standalone vote.
  
Here are the contact numbers for the Congressmen.  Find their House web pages to
contact them via email:
  
John Sullivan
Washington, D.C. Office
434 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Phone: 202-225-2211
Fax: 202-225-9187

Tulsa District Office
5727 S. Lewis Avenue, Suite 520
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74105-7146
Phone: 918-749-0014
Fax: 918-749-0781

Bartlesville District Office
Phone: 918-336-6500
  
Dan Boren

Washington, D.C. E-Mail

2447 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-2701
(202) 225-3038 fax

E-mail Dan
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Muskogee Office

431 W. Broadway
Muskogee, OK 74401
(918) 687-2533
(918) 686-0128 fax

Claremore Office

309 W. 1st Street
Claremore, OK 74017
(918) 341-9336
(918) 342-4806 fax

McALESTER OFFICE
25 East Carl Albert Parkway, Suite B
McAlester, OK 74501
(918) 423-5951
(918) 423-1940 fax

Durant Office

112 N. 12th Avenue
Durant, OK 74701
(580) 931-0333
(580) 920-0041 fax
  
  
 
 
Tom Cole

Washington, DC Office
2458 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-6165
Fax: (202) 225-3512
 
Ada Office
100 E. 13th St, Suite 213
Ada, OK 74820
Phone: (580) 436-5375
Fax: (580) 436-5451
 
Lawton Office
711 SW D Ave., Ste. 201
Lawton, OK 73501
Phone: (580) 357-2131
Fax: (580) 357-7477
 
Norman Office
2424 Springer Dr., Ste. 201
Norman, OK 73069
Phone: (405) 329-6500
Fax: (405) 321-7369
Frank Lucus
  
Washington, DC Office
2311 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5565
Fax: (202) 225-8698
 
Canadian County Office
10952 NW Expressway Suite B
Yukon, OK 73099
Phone: (405) 373-1958
Fax: (405) 373-2046
  
James Lankford
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Washington, D.C. Office
509 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

ph: (202) 225-2132

fax: (202) 226-1463

Oklahoma City Office
1015 N. Broadway Suite 310

Oklahoma, OK 73102

ph: (405) 234-9900

fax: (405) 234-9909

Shawnee Office
20 East 9th, Suite 100

Shawnee, OK 74801

ph: (405) 273-1733

Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email
addresses.  Use Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with
one email yet they won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click here to find
out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
  
  
Rem
ember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter to
prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this email link
at the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently  unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and robo
call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money wisely
and frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians so we
can begin to clean up our country.
 
You can donate by sending a check to Sooner Tea party, 358 North Rockwell
Ave, Oklahoma City, OK, 73127  or visit Soonerteaparty.org and use the
Paypal donation button.
 

 

 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Sooner Tea Party
To: Andrew Silvestri
Subject: House Leadership Asks For Over One Billion in New Debt
Date: Monday, December 19, 2011 12:49:10 AM

Forward this email to a friend 
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Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges in Oklahoma
  
It has been several years since Obama Care first came on the scene and it was one
of the main issues that drove the Tea Party movement into existence.   In February of
2010 the former statewide umbrella group, the OCA, rescued the issue out of the
Rules Committee by putting 500 phone calls a day into former Speaker Benge’s office
and the issue sailed through the House and Senate onto the ballot for November
2010, with Oklahomans voting it into law in a landslide election.   The new law
allowed Oklahomans to opt out of Obama Care and many in the conservative
community thought the issue was solved.
  
It was not; the State Chamber of Commerce owned House leadership forced the issue
back on the agenda in 2011 under the guise of “Health Insurance Exchanges” until
grassroots pressure forced ten freshmen legislators to switch their votes against the
issue and the Senate found the will to kill the issue.    Governor Fallin accepted defeat
on the issue in April and on April 14th, moved her press conference forward several
hours in an attempt to prevent the small contingent of Tea Party members at the
capitol from attending her press conference.  She then gave a statement that she was
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Up For Grabs
 
Shakedown At the
Capitol
 
  

 Sponsors this
week:
 
The Carpenter
Shop
 
358 North Rockwell
OKC, Ok
405-942-2644
thecarpentershop.net
 
The Carpenter Shop is
a full line cabinet and
countertop shop that
travels all over the
state building dream
kitchens for discerning
customers
 
  
R A  Graphix

(405) 703-3599

214 Ne 12th St, #C,

Moore, OK 73160

 

R.A. Graphixis a full

line printer and sign

shop capable of screen

printing, vinyl signs,

banners, offset

printing, and all of your

printing needs.  Randy

and his family have

supported the

conservative movment

for many years

 
WolfLaser.com
 

 

 
This guy is a Noble
Oklahoma based
company that has
great prices on
electronics of all
types and
inexpensive toner
and ink for your

returning the $53,000,000.00 in Federal grants for the implementation of Obama Care
Health Insurance Exchanges.  Again the conservative community thought they had
achieved a final victory.
 

  
Yet not a day later House leadership was busy making plans to bring the issue back
to life and make it more palatable by calling the Health Insurance Exchanges by a
new name and claiming that these would be Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchanges
not Obama Care Health Insurance Exchanges and run by state rules overseen by state
legislators.   They stayed busy all summer and fall touting their new plan, holding
regional dog and pony shows where “experts” droned on and on about the issue.  
Then at the Shawnee GOP House retreat we learned that Representative Glen
Mulready was beating the drum again, telling legislators that they had done all they
could to stop Obama Care  but that it was time to go ahead and implement it.
  
Politicians do this over and over again:  they claim to be against an issue, passing
laws on the matter, only to quietly find a way to pass the issue into law, counting on
the short attention span of voters and a compliant media to keep it out of the news.  
We see the worst of them beating their chests proclaiming the NRA support and
vowing to stand for our 2nd Amendment rights all the while ensuring that good 2nd

Amendment legislation is killed.   We saw it with the Real ID act  years ago when
they passed a resolution stating that Oklahoma will not support the Federal law only
to implement the biometric drivers licenses part by part.  Now we are seeing it with
Obama Care, campaigning against the issue during elections but bringing it back
again and again until they manage to get it through.
  
I am also the State Co Coordinator for Campaign For Liberty, a national group that
focuses on liberty issues, and they have an excellent training program that includes
regular webinars with experts educating the state and local leaders.   Last week we
had a first class program on Obama Care that included a nationally known doctor,
who was leading the charge against the program.  The purpose of the training was to
show how state governments were misleading the public and who was pushing for
Obama Care and why.
 
We learned that there is absolutely no difference between state exchanges and
Obama Care federal exchanges.  Here is the relevant section of Obama Care that
allows for the state run exchanges, emphasis is mine:
  
Each State electing to establish an Exchange must adopt the Federal standards
contained in this law and in this proposed rule, or have in effect a State law or
regulation that implements these Federal standards. Section 1311(k) further specifies
that Exchanges may not establish rules that conflict with or prevent the application of
regulations promulgated by the Secretary.”
 
 
Representatives like Representatives Glen Mulready and Jason Nelson that claim that
they are setting up a state run exchange in order to avoid having to implement
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printer.

 

Comtec Security
 
Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 

Obama Care are simply lying through their teeth.   They pretending that they are
simply making a website possible where Oklahomans could shop for insurance like
EhealthInsurance.com or getting-health-insurance.com when the reality is that they
are giving away the 10th Amendment rights of Oklahomans.  They know that once the
exchange is set up the Feds will dictate everything.
But why are these Republicans selling out on Obama Care?  
 
  The answer is simple, insurance lobbyists and State Chamber of Commerce lobbyists
give them large campaign donations. 
 
 The State Chamber wants health insurance costs off business payrolls and onto the
backs of taxpayers.   Their member businesses also understand that benefit cuts are
going to have to be implemented;  they don’t want benefit cuts occurring when they
are running the insurance program, they prefer to be able to blame the government
for benefit cutbacks.  One would think that businesses would just quit offering health
care insurance but many believe that it is an important tool for recruiting top talent.
 
The insurance companies have a different approach, they want to see everyone
forced to buy their product whether they need it or not.   Health insurance is one of
those expenses that a lot of people will not pay for.   Who could blame them!  If they
get sick they just go to the emergency room or a free clinic.  They can spend their
paycheck on $100 sneakers and cell phones or drive a new car.  Obama Care is a
way of forcing everyone to pay for insurance, which is really just a way to spread
health care costs across the entire population.  Of course if you don’t work or are
getting a disability check the government will pay your bills so Obama Care really just
hits those that are gainfully employed.
 
The second reason why insurance companies want to force Obama Care on everyone
is that it will severely limit the competition.   That’s right, under Obama Care there
will be very, very few companies with the experience, the personel, and the
infrastructure to work with the Federal government.  Blue Cross/Blue Shield was one
of the companies that participated in the creation of Obama Care.   Our own
Representative Glen Mulready used to lobby for Oklahoma Blue Cross.  With
thousands of smaller health insurance companies driven out of the market, what do
you think will happen to insurance rates?
 
When you start to shake your head at those of us that are pushing hard to educate
Oklahomans and begin to feel uncomfortable about how we expose their dirty laundry
to the world, ask yourself how uncomfortable you are going to feel when the day
comes that your health care decisions are decided by a bureaucrat working to hold
costs down instead of a familiar doctor working in your best interests.   America has
the most effective and technologically advanced health care system in the world if one
is willing to work so that one can afford it.  Yes, the costs are getting out of hand but
most experts state that it is because of consumers not having enough skin in the
game.  When a third party pays, neither the doctor nor the patient has any incentive
to keep costs down.  Government regulation also adds a huge percentage to the
costs, true heath care reform must address those two issues.  Health care should be a
commodity product where the fight for market share and productivity drives down
consumer prices.
 
This next legislative session is going to be a battle ground on this issue.  
Conservatives must get involved in the fight to stop this unconstitutional law from
stripping our freedom from us and our children that follow.   Watch this newsletter
for opportunities to act against the politicians and when you do respond with an email
or a phone call, a donation to a good candidate or a plea for volunteers, tell them
that you are a Tea Party supporter.  Always remember that politicians can ignore you
if you act alone but they can’t ignore you if you are acting as a group.
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Senate Passes National Defense Authorization Act
 
We try to focus on state issues with the theory that all politics are local, i.e., control
the voter base at the local and state level and the Washington politicians will get the
message.   Occasionally the Feds do something so outrageous or stupid that we have
no choice but to get involved.  That was the case with the National Defense
Appropriations Amendment (NDAA) that had been working its way through the
Federal House and Senate.   A lot of national attention was focused on the NDAA so
we thought that surely the offending portions of the bill would be stripped out. 
 
The NDAA is passed every year to lay out the budget and expenditures for the
military along with various tweaks to the laws regulating the military.  Normally they
are ho hum issues but on occasion the liberals and progressives slip dangerous laws
into the massive bills.   A few years back during the Bush administration they actually
gutted Posse Comitatus, the 1878 law that prevented American military from being
used on American citizens on American soil.  The offending language was slipped in
by a couple of Democrats and it made it into law, but the offending language was
stripped out the following year.  This time though, the breach of our constitutional
rights was intentional and much debated.
 
Basically this years NDAA has stripped American Citizens of due process protections. 
There was a Feinstein amendment, #1456, that provided window dressing to appease
civil libertarians:
 
"The Feinstein amendment #1456, which passed on Dec. 1 (by a vote of 99-1), says
that no provision of Sec. 1031 can be taken to "affect existing law or authorities,
relating to the detention of United States citizens."
 
The bill’s supporters didn’t oppose the amendment because Senators Lindsay Grahm
and Carl Levin argued that the President already has the authority to detain American
Citizens since the Supreme Court hasn’t ruled otherwise. The reality is that this
Feinstein amendment was added nearly unanimously at the last minute to appease
those that were rightly opposed to these detention provisions. Another excuse for
voting for this bill was that the law supposedly exempted American Citizens:
 
"The requirement to detain a person in military custody under this section does not
extend to citizens of the United States."

This is simply a clever deception, just because something is not required doesn’t
mean it is prohibited, by extrapolation  it is permitted.  If that isn’t horrible enough
for civil libertarians, the power to determine which citizens are indefinitely detained
without charges or a trial now rests with the President alone.
 
I contacted one of our newsletter readers, Emily Shipley, Southwest Oklahoma Field
Representative for Senator Coburn.  Here is her reply:
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“Dr. Coburn voted against the Defense Authorization bill because of there was not an
open amendment process and the bill did nothing significant to change the way the
government spends money on Defense. Several stories have gone around that
American citizens or legal permanent residents could be detained in their own
backyard, regarding section 1032 of the bill.  However, the media has it wrong; the
reports I have read say this affects US citizens, when it doesn’t.
  
I have attached a copy of the section pertaining to your particular question.  The bill
is over 900 pages long, so I only printed the necessary pages.  I have highlighted the
areas of your concern.”
 
The simple solution would have been to strike that portion or just make it plain that
citizens may not be detained under military custody.  Trust in the Federal government
is nearly nonexistent among nformed citizens.   We do not want anything
implemented that can be turned around and used against the citizens of Oklahoma.  
We see our government implementing high policing policies where the focus is on
protecting the state from the citizen.  Passage of a law that could be used against
citizens is proof that they are afraid of the citizens or are envisioning a situation
where things get so bad that they need to turn the military and the police on the
people.
 
We remember the MIAC report.  We have heard many other instances of Federal
experts proposing going after people that have more than 7 days of food stored,
which means that every Mormon out there is to be considered a terrorist or every
one of the so called preppers could be labeled terrorists.   Let me tell you what got
me into the Tea Party.   It was watching my customers, almost exclusively upper
class professionals that could afford an expensive kitchen remodel, storing food,
water, guns, and ammo.   When you see chemists, doctors, lawyers, large business
owners, and even Federal government employees preparing for disaster then you
know that this fear is wide spread, deep rooted, and somewhat rational.
 
 I told Miss Shipley that we were writing a story on the issue and asked for Coburn’s
position on this issue but she has not replied to our request; we don't want him
voting "no" because of the lack of an open amendment process or lack of significant
changes, we want him to vote no because of the danger to our freedom.
 
And which Oklahoma politicians voted for this stripping of Constitutional rights from
Americans?  Every last one of them except for Coburn. Inhofe, Sullivan, Boren, Cole,
and Lucas all voted for this bill.  They need phone calls and emails to let them know
that this law must be taken down immediately.  
 
   
CONTACT INFORMATION – US Senators and Congressmen for OK
 
SENATOR/DR. TOM COBURN,   http://coburn.senate.gov/public/
Washington D.C. 172 Russell Senate Office Bldg.  Washington, DC 20510  (202) 224-5754  (202) 224-
6008
Tulsa Office  1800 South Baltimore, Suite 800, Tulsa, OK 74119,  (918) 581-7651  (918) 581-7195 fax
Oklahoma City,  100 North Broadway, Suite 1820, Oklahoma City, OK 73102,  (405) 231-4941  (405)
231-5051 fax
Lawton,  711 SW D Avenue, Suite 202, Lawton, OK 73501,  (580) 357-9878  (580) 355-3560 fax
_______________________
SENATOR JIM INHOFE, http://inhofe.senate.gov/public/
Washington, DC,  453 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510-3603,  (202) 224-4721 
(202) 228-0380 fax
Tulsa Office,  1924 S. Utica Avenue, Suite 530,  Tulsa, OK 74104-6511,  (918) 748-5111  (918) 748-
5119 fax
Oklahoma City Office, 1900 NW Expressway, Suite 1210,  Oklahoma City, OK 73118,  (405) 608-4381 
(405) 608-4120 fax
McAlester Office,  215 E. Choctaw, Suite 106, McAlester, OK 74501,  (918) 426-0933,  (918) 426-0935
fax
Enid Office,  302 N. Independence, Suite 104,  Enid, OK 73701,  (580) 234-5105  (580) 234-5094
_________________________
CONGRESSMAN DAN BOREN
Washington, D.C., 216 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515,  (202) 225-2701  (202)
225-3038 fax
Muskogee Office,  431 W Broadway, Muskogee OK 74401,  (918) 687-2533  (918) 686-0128 fax
Claremore Office, 309 W 1st St, Claremore OK 74017,  (918) 341-9336  (918) 342-4806 fax
McAlester Office,  321 S Third, Suite 4,  McAlester OK 74501, (918) 423-5951  (918) 423-1940 fax
____________________________
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CONGRESSMAN TOM COLE,  http://www.house.gov/cole/
Washington DC Office:  U.S. House of Representatives,  236 Cannon HOB,  Washington, DC 20515,
(202) 225-6165  (202) 225-3512 fax
Norman Office:  2420 Springer Dr., Ste. 120, Norman, OK 73069,   (405) 329-6500  (405) 321-7369
fax
Lawton Office,  711 SW D Ave., Ste. 201,  Lawton, OK 73501,  (580) 357-2131  (580) 357-7477 fax
Ada Office, 104 E. 12th,  Ada, OK 74820,  (580)436-5375  (580)436-5451 fax
 
 
Congressman James Lankford
Washington Address:  509 Cannon House Office Bldg, Washington, DC 20515, 202/225-2132   Fax:
202/226-1463
Oklahoma Offices:   1015 N. Broadway, Suite 310, Oklahoma City, OK 73102,   405/234-9900   Fax:
405/234-9909
   
_________________________________________________________________
CONGRESSMAN FRANK LUCAS,  http://www.house.gov/lucas/index.shtml
Washington, D.C. Office,  House of Representatives,  2311 Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20515,  (202) 225-5565  (202) 225-8698 fax
Stillwater Office  720 South Husband, Suite 7,  Stillwater, OK 74075,  (405) 624-6407  (918) 227-0354 
(405) 624-6467 fax
Canadian County Office,  10952 NW Expressway, Suite B,  Yukon, OK 73099,  (405) 373-1958  (405)
373-2046 fax
Woodward Office,  2728 Williams Ave., Suite F,  Woodward, OK 73801,  (580) 256-5752  (580) 254-
3047 fax
_____________________________________
CONGRESSMAN JOHN SULLIVAN,  http://sullivan.house.gov/
Washington, D.C. Office,  114 Cannon Office Building,  Washington, D.C. 20515,  (202) 225-2211 
(202) 225-9187 fax
Tulsa Office,  5727 S Lewis Ave, Suite 520,  Tulsa, OK 74105-0014,   (918) 749-0014   (918) 749-0781
fax
Bartlesville Office,  401 S Johnstone Ave, Suite 348,  Bartlesville, OK 74105,  (918) 336-6500  (918)
749-1781 fax
 
 
Treat!     I won't back down   Yah, we used it two weeks ago.  Get used to it...
 

 
House Leadership Backs Down, Reinstates Sooner Tea Party Newsletter
Delivery
  
Last week we reported that the Sooner Tea Party newsletter had been banned on the
Oklahoma House of Representatives email server.   Barbra Hoberock, a reporter with

24399

http://t.ymlp276.net/eeyhacaesqbakaqyaiajbju/click.php


the Tulsa World, had done some digging around on the story, calling several
legislators and even Speaker Steele’s office who blamed the problem on their spam
filter.   Speaker Steele’s staff chose to get creative, blaming the newsletter content for
triggering the spam filter but what they couldn’t explain was how identical copies
were getting through to House members when sent using personal email addresses.
 
The idea of the media looking into the issue must have spooked Speaker Steele
because the last issue of the newsletter sailed right through the House spam filter and
made it to the legislator’s email boxes.  This should serve all as a good reminder of
how our system depends on the media acting as a watchdog for our freedoms.   The
worst of the legislators cannot abuse their power without the media standing aside
nor can they work their dirty deeds if the public stays involved.    The media needs
the public to pay their wages; the public needs the media to keep them informed;  
only the politicians benefit when either group gets distracted from their
responsibilities.
 
 

 
 

1995 Oklahoma City Bombing Documentary Film Released
 
I’ll admit that I was a little skeptical about this film even after knowing the producer
and many of the individuals involved in the story for several years.  That was no
reflection on their character, indeed they are solid  conservatives and dedicated to
advancing freedom in Oklahoma.   The skepticism was focused on the subject itself;
The 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.  But my uncertainty turned out to be completely
unfounded as this film is both beautifully produced and provides a fresh look at the
act of terror that occurred almost 17 years ago.
 
The opening of the film showcases the dichotomy of Oklahoma City’s rural roots
brushing up against glittering skyscrapers.    The movie dives right into the Oklahoma
City bombing by showing video and audio clips depicting the chaos of that April 19th

morning.   I remember it well as the blast rattled the windows in my home in Midwest
City hard enough that we thought that Tinker Air Force Base had been hit.   An in-law
was working across the street in the Journal Record building but had gone in late that
morning, making for an anxious wait till we learned that she was safe.
 
I had known people who died in the blast, had customers that were survivors of the
blast, and I  knew of widows left behind.  So, I  wondered if  even after 16 years
what the reaction to a film questioning the bombing investigation might be.   But the
film was very respectful to sensibilities while still getting their point across.   The
inclusion of many survivors and local experts no doubt added enormous credibility to
the film while assuring Oklahomans that this was not outsiders disturbing old wounds.
 
The film lays out the government’s case first, mentioning an APB for two Middle
Eastern looking suspects, then the subsequent arrest of Timothy McVeigh.   Next the
film dives into controversy by asking why no ATF officers were killed in the bombing
even though the ATF was the alleged target of the act.  An interview from a local TV
station stated that ATF officials told one family member that they had been warned
via their pagers not to come to work that morning.   Next up were two implausible
stories that ATF agents were present, one in a falling elevator,  and the other a
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bizarre story about an ATF agent using martial art skills to escape.   Elevator
mechanics interviews state that the safety devices were not tripped, proving that no
elevators had fallen and the door of the particular elevator had been jammed by
falling debris.
 
Other interviewees and depositions state unusual ATF activity before and after the
blast.   Two witnesses report that former congressman Ernest Istook had prior
knowledge of the event, and there were many reports about bomb squad trucks and
sheriff department mounted units being sent nto the area.  Multiple Oklahoma City
police officers, Sherriff deputies, and even one Tulsa police officer were interviewed
on the inconsistencies and dropped leads.
 
The film then mentions Jayna Davis, the lead reporter on the Oklahoma City bombing
for Channel 4, who was fired about a year after the bombing along with her program
director.   I know Jayna Davis and that lady is consumed with this story even after 16
years.  Her book the Third Terrorist opened up different scenarios on who was behind
the bombing but she raised many of the same points that "A Noble Lie" brought up.
 
Something that I had not heard of before was that an Oklahoma City police officer
was poking into the case and that he was tortured, then murdered in the El Reno
area.   One of his last messages to family before he disappeared was about visiting
his mini storage building near El Reno and having to shake the Feds that were tailing
him.   The story is rife with serious questions concerning the murder investigation.
 
The Oklahoma County Grand Jury was mentioned as well as evidence pointing to
multiple explosive devices found and inconsistencies in blast damage according to
experts.   One very troubling point was the mass of paper debris on the north side of
the building that would have had to travel against the blast wave from the Ryder
truck to land where it did.   Only a bomb planted inside the building would have
resulted in such a debris path and only a bomb planted inside the building would have
resulted in the damage to interior columns that lead to the collapse of the Murrah
building.
 
The Trentadue case was also brought up about the Federal prisoner murdered at the
Transfer Center in Oklahoma City.  An enormous amount of inconsistencies were
involved as well as the disappearance of evidence in the torture/murder of the Federal
inmate.   An anonymous caller said that the FBI killed Trentadue in a botched
interrogation due to a misidentification of Trentadue.   The FBI allegedly thought
Trentadue was an extremist, who had been robbing banks to finance a war of terror
against the Federal government and that details of extremists appear to be centered
around John Doe #2, the never identified suspect that was the subject of a manhunt
in the first day of the OKC bombing.
 
The film doesn’t claim that the Federal government blew up the building but it does
point to a sting operation gone out of control.    I was expecting a judgmental
attitude with the film just because of the controversial subject but instead I found a
very well thought out story and a very well produced film that asked a lot of
questions and exposed a lot of information that I had never heard.   The film is
thought provoking and left me with a feeling of further unease toward our
government agencies.    I highly recommend this video for all Oklahomans interested
in the facts behind the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.
 
More information can be found here at the Free Mind Films website.  The cost is
$19.95 and the film was produced in Oklahoma by James Lane, a long time activist
for Ron Paul and liberty issues.
 
Treat!   Earl Had To Die!    No pun intended, it is just a good song.
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Over a Billion Dollars of New Debt for Oklahoma?
  
Last week we reported on the high points of the Shawnee Dog and Pony Show, errr…
the Shawnee House Caucus Retreat, and reported an enormous amount of new bond
indebtedness that was planned for 2012.   Inside sources leaked a copy of House
leadership’s laundry list of special project spending.    Here is a copy of the original
document that was leaked to the Sooner Tea Party a few weeks back then later
confirmed from an internal House email: 

$270,000,000.00 for Higher Education Chairs   
$200,000,000.00 for State Capitol Building Maintenance
$170,000,000.00 for National Guard                                                
$130,000,000.00 for State Capitol Building
$45,000,000.00 for VA building and Mental Health Sharing       
$40,000,000.00 for the Native American Center
$40,000,000.00 for the Jim Thorpe Building renovation               
$40,000,000.00 for a Museum of Music/Popular Culture Tulsa Project
$40,000,000.00 for Weigh Stations                                                  
$40,000,000.00 for Medical Examiner’s Office
$20,000,000.00 for Muskogee Music Hall of Fame                        
$5,000,000.00 for Wrestling Hall of Fame

 
So the plan that was put forward by House leadership at the Shawnee retreat was to
sell $1,040,000,000.00 in bonds in 2012 to pay for cultural centers, Higher Education
pork, and a small amount of core government needs like Weigh Stations and the
National Guard.      One billion and forty million dollars in new debt that will have to
be repaid out of tax payer’s pockets, increasing the state budget by 15% in 2012. 
But if you include the interest paid on the bonds, you are looking at over two billion
dollars.  Plus the company selling the bonds gets a nice percentage off the top and
many companies investing in these state bonds will get  lucrative interest rates.   You
really don’t think they are going to get that money for .0025% like the Fed rate? Uh
uh, this is corporate welfare at its best; those bonds will have a hefty interest rate.
 
In addition to the ultimate overall cost to taxpayers, We should have some problems
with why this money is needed.
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Why do Oklahoma colleges need another quarter of a billion dollars for the Chair
positions?   Most of these colleges are already filthy rich in investments and
endowments.  The idea behind the $270,000,000.00 bond is for the State of
Oklahoma to borrow the 270 million, and then give it to the colleges to invest so that
the professors are paid out of the interest income from the 270 million.  That is like
the bum on the street corner asking for $75.00 to buy lottery tickets so he can buy a
sandwich.
 
Why wasn’t the Capitol building maintained properly?   What happened to the tax
money collected for maintenance over the last 100 years it has been around?  The
answer is that no, they don’t budget for maintenance.
 
Since the National Guard is controlled by the President, why is Oklahoma needing to
spend .17 billion dollars?   When was the last time the National Guard was called out
in Oklahoma?   And how about the new National Guard  Reserve Center in Norma and
the 63rd and Kelly National Guard complex that was funded?  Supporting the National
Guard is good but how much more do they need right now?
 
Why are there two figures for Capitol Building maintenance?   The total is one third of
a billion dollars.
 
Why is Oklahoma paying for the VA building?   Because only a small portion of the
proposed building is for the VA, the rest will be leased to the State Mental Health
Department.   People will support it if they think it is benefiting veterans so this is a
way to drive up state debt while stripping the money that goes to the Mental Health
Department and diverting it elsewhere.
 
The American Indian Cultural Center has failed to attract significant private funding.  
Governor Henry gave them six million in 2010.  Why are we investing in a project that
is not economically unfeasible?  The answer is to make Oklahoma City property
developers richer by attracting more tourists to the Bricktown area.
 
Why was maintenance money not included for the Jim Thorpe building in past
budgets?   Businesses have to budget money for repair and maintenance, why isn’t
state government doing the same?
 
Is building music centers and pop culture centers a core purpose of state
government?  If these museums are viable, they will attract private investors.
 
What happened to our old Weigh Stations?  Why do we need to build new ones? 
One of the byproducts of NAFTA was lots of truck waivers for weight stations, the use
of digital bar code readers over the highways to implement tracking technology so the
weigh stations got neglected.   However, the Department of Public Safety, the
Corporation Commission, and the Department of Transportation all have separate
organizations all watching for truck size and weight.   Wouldn’t enough money be
saved to pay for new weigh stations if the agencies consolidated?
 
Why isn’t the current Medical Examiner office useable?  Why must it be moved to
Edmond if that is the plan?  The answer is simple; the University of Central Oklahoma
was given the right to bring the Medical Examiner Office to their campus on the
condition that they sell the bonds and build the building with the M E office leasing
space.   UCO wants the benefit of having the M E office but wants all Oklahomans to
pay the costs.
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Five million for a wrestling museum?   Really?   What idiot thought up that idea in
this economy?   Next thing you know is that they will be spending millions of state tax
dollars telling us that “professional rasslin” is real.   I wouldn’t mind seeing a match
between Speaker Steele and Representative Reynolds!!!  So, if that is part of the deal
maybe we should look into this.
 
Of course these questions are facetious, we don’t need these pork projects and of
course the money for maintenance has been systematically diverted into corporate
welfare programs or citizen welfare programs.  My real question is what in the hell
was House leadership thinking when they thought of spending another billion dollars
since they were cutting agency budgets last year?   News flash for House
Leadership:   The economy is in the toilet and people are tightening their belts and
just trying to survive.   This is not at all the best time to expand government and
incur more debt!  How about being responsible stewards of the public money and
budgeting properly?
 
Oh well, at least they kept their wish list for new state debt down to a little over one
billion dollars.   Oh, yeah, I forgot to tell you that the list above is just the House
Leadership list presented by Representative Earl Sears at the December Caucus
meeting in Shawnee.   Representative Guy Lieberman had a list too that covered what
Governor Fallin and other Republicans wanted in 2012:
 

Highway bonds at $15,000,000.00 for structurally deficient bridges 
$8,300,000.00 per year for three years for County roads and bridges,
Raising the road tax cap from $425,000,000.00 to $550,000,000.00,
Adding $35,000,000.00 to the state emergency fund,
 Adding $14,000,000.00 for reinstating the National Board Certified Teacher
Stipend that Barresi defunded this year. 

 
 That adds nearly another $215,000,000.00 the total new debt. 
 
Oh, and remember the Governor’s closing fund?   That slush fund for corporate
welfare that was passed this last session?   Governor Fallin wants that piggy bank

24404



filled too.
 
Oklahoma must be doing rather well, if they expect to spend this kind of money?  
Ah, not really.   Before the combination of Bush spending and Obama Spending put
our economy in the ditch Oklahoma had an appropriated budget of around
$7,000,000,000.00,  that'sseven billion dollars.  Last fiscal year the State Equalization
Board told the legislature that they had around 5.9 billion to spend but RINO House
leadership managed to spend 6.5 billion.   To pay for the extra spending they used
100 million from the Rainy Day Fund, 98 million in Federal stimulus money, stole 100
million from ODOT (Oklahoma Department of Transportation), found 45 million from
raising “fees” and played around with 47 million in OHLAP Scholarship money.   Most
of those were one use tricks that are not going to be able to help out in the 2013
fiscal year.
 
So, Oklahoma is looking at dropping a half billion from the revenue picture for the
next fiscal year.  Where are we going to get the money?   Opps, we are getting ahead
of the cart, there is more money to come up with.   Last year Oklahoma hit the
automatic tax decrease trigger so the next fiscal year will have 70 million less in tax
income, and 86.3 million in tax credits moratorium that still remain a liability on the
State books.   There is 660 million in the Tobacco Endowment but only the interest
income can be spent under our State Constitution, around 36 million plus 16.2 million
from the Tobacco Revolving fund.  Figure roughly that Oklahoma is in a 600 million
budget hole, not counting putting off the 2013 accruing tax credits if needed again. 
Hey, that is alright, they pay great interest for the corporate investors that pushed
their creation and are now reaping the benefits.  Add to all of this approximately 1.25
billion in new debt that House leadership wants to sell.
 
Do you see why we need to clean up Oklahoma politics before we address
Washington politics?   Special interests are stealing Oklahoma taxpayers blind and
running up public debt while they line their own pockets and erode our freedom.   We
have this wonderful opportunity to use the economic downturn to downsize
government but instead the special interests are growing government.  Please call
and email your State Representative and your State Senator and demand that they
get Oklahoma’s finances in order.  Mention that you are a Tea Party member and
remind them that they can be replaced if they don’t look out for the best interests of
the people.
 
 
Here are all the House members in two fifty member blocks of email addresses.  Use
Bcc in your email address header and email fifty of them with one email yet they
won't know who else got the email.
 
Here are the State Senate email addresses in one block:
 
Who is my state representative and my state Senator?   Click heree to find out  
 
Here is the Senate Directory
 
Here is the House Directory
 
 
 

24405

http://t.ymlp276.net/emssadaesqbagaqyafajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp276.net/emsuagaesqbacaqyanajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp276.net/emseacaesqbavaqyakajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp276.net/emsmataesqbaraqyacajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp276.net/emsjaiaesqbavaqyaoajbju/click.php


 
 
Representative Sue Tibbs Threatens New 2nd Amendment Right Bills
 
Representative Sue Tibbs has been the bane of the 2nd Amendment supporters in
Oklahoma for the past few years.    She gained attention last session for screaming at
a couple of citizens for daring to ask her about her views on the Open Carry bill.  In
2010 Representative Tibbs threatened a Tulsa activist with arrest after he dropped by
her office to ask her about the issue.  Who was this individual that was threatened
with arrest?   Some wild eye Tea Party radical?  Nope, a Tulsa County GOP Board
member no less and one of Representative Tibbs’ own constituents.  
 
So it is no surprise to hear a report that while attending an Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Christmas Dinner Representative Sue Tibbs went after Representative David Derby
who is known as a 2nd Amendment supporter.    Tibbs and Representative Ron Peters
were sitting at a table next to Derby when she started berating Representative Derby,
asking him “What gun bill are you going to run this year?   You know I’m going to kill
it!”    Representative Derby was said to not have risen to the bait, instead he was
reported as asking Representative Tibbs what bills she was supporting in the coming
year.   Representative Tibbs replied that she was supporting a ban on the over the
counter purchase of allergy medication like pseudoephedrine, requiring Oklahomans to
go to a doctor to get a prescription to buy the common allergy medication.   They
currently have it behind the counter and you have to fill out a form so the State can
track who is buying and how much.   That isn’t good enough for Tibbs, she wants to
drive up the cost of basic health care and inconvenience hundreds of thousands of
Oklahomans.
 
Here is Representative Sue Tibbs Contact information,   She is term limited but there
is nothing wrong reading her a riot act so she understands just how despicable the
average Oklahoman thinks she is.
 
suetibbs@okhouse.gov    (405) 557-7379
 
Treat!   Courtesy of the Red, White, and Blue
 

 
Oklahoma State GOP Party Platform versus the Tea Party

Values
 
 
Many of us in the Tea Party ranks got into the movement because of our disgust with
both major political parties.   Most eventually realized that in Oklahoma you had to
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have  a vehicle for change as a third party is very difficult to get on the ballot under
existing state law, so the Republican Party became the obvious choice as they were
much closer to where we were than the Democrats.   What we didn’t know was that
not only were we close, but that the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform was far
ahead of us on most of the issues.  Why then were elected Republican officials
generally as bad or worse than the liberal Democrats that were leading the country
off the cliff?
 
The answer is not that much different than what  causes most of the problems at the
state Capitol, the lack of citizen involvement leading to a handful of people being in
charge and the political cover allowing them to twist the Republican Party into a
country club for the elite.   The Republican Party is ruled by popular vote and has a
set of state rules that are sometimes followed but more often disregarded when it
suits those in power.  There is a statewide Executive Committee composed of state
party officials and County party officials. There is the Rules Committee responsible for
setting and maintaining the state party rules,  the Credentials committee that is the
gate keeper for saying who is allowed to vote or run for party office, and the Platform
Committee which is responsible for setting the ”planks” of the platform, the generally
accepted issues and positions that together make up the Republican brand. 
 
 As you can imagine the real power is in the Rules and Credentials committees so the
elite work hard at keeping those slots in their hands.  But they have to allow some of
the conservative Republicans to serve on a committee so they have always used the
Platform Committee as their dumping ground to pigeonhole those pesky and
persistent conservatives that break through the ranks.
 
As of a result of the practice of packing the Platform Committee with cast off
conservatives, the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform is quite conservative and has
created an enormous dichotomy between the elected Republican officials, the elected
Republican state officials, and the Party Platform.   The elites do try hard to tamp the
lid on the Party Platform by keeping one of their own in charge of the Committee. 
They failed in 2009, with former Senators Randy Brogdon and Kevin Calvey heading
the committee.  But they managed to “plant” (no pun intended) a notorious RINO, the
former Ken Miller Legislative Assistant, Angie LaPlante in the Chairman spot in 2011. 
 
Several members of the 2011 Platform Committee had stories of Chairman Angie
LaPlante stripping issues out of the Platform after the entire committee had voted the
issues into the platform, a direct violation of the trust of the dozens of Platform
Committee members that were elected specifically for this task from across the 77
Oklahoma Counties.  The Party Platform is assembled by the committee, then voted in
at the Republican State Convention after a small amount of discussion.  But even with
the Angie LaPlante t subterfuge, the 2011 Republican Party Platform remains a dream
template for Tea Party activists.
 
2009 platform  
 
2011 platform  
 
The Republican Party Platform starts out with ten principles:
 
1. Our rights of life, liberty, and property are natural rights granted to us by    
God and protected by the Constitution.
 
2. In the right to worship as we please without government intrusion or interference.
 
3. The federal government’s power is constitutionally limited, yet responsible for
protecting our sovereignty, establishing justice under law, and securing our liberty
through a strong national defense and effective law enforcement.
 
4. God is the Author and Creator of life and that all human life, both born and
unborn, should be protected.
 
5. Traditional marriage consists of one man and one woman.
 
6. It is the private sector and free market principles that best stimulate economic
development rather than government subsidies or programs.
 
7. Taxes collected at all levels of government should be used only for legitimate
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government functions and those functions carried out efficiently so that tax rates may
be kept as low as possible.
 
8. That government closest to the people governs best and is preferred to centralized
control.
 
9. It is the right of every parent to act in his or her children’s best interest including
choosing the form of education, whether public school, private school, or home
school.
 
10. We should welcome immigrants, who want to legally seek freedom and
opportunity, who want to work for a living and who will embrace our values, learn the
English language, and respect our national sovereignty.
 
I fail to see a single word that the majority of Tea Party supporters does not
embrace.   There are a few issues that are not a core Tea Party issues  but the
majority of members privately support the issues.  If the Tea Party is radical, then so
is the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform.
 
In Section I they lay out the Republican values on family issues:
 

Marriage as between one man and one woman.  
The right and responsibility of parents to rear, educate, discipline, nurture,
provide healthcare and spiritually train their children without government
interference.  
Federal and State legislation, which prohibits recognition of same-sex:tax
policies, enactment of legislation, and public assistance policies that encourage a
commitment to traditional marriage and to strengthening families.
Employers and taxpayers should not be forced to violate their convictions or to
bear the cost of granting “same-sex marriages” the benefits that are due
traditional marriages. 
Support the patient (family)-doctor relationship and oppose nationalized
medicine. 
Support an individual’s right to elect not to have health insurance.  support drug
testing for any person applying for or receiving any type of government aid.    

And how has House Leadership voted lately?  
 

They legalized same sex couples or same sex couples married in other states or
countries to get survivor benefits.  
They tried to pass a law giving a transvestite the right to alter their birth
certificate after a sex change operation. 
They tried on multiple occasions to ram Obama Care/Fallin Care down our
throats. 
They continue to plan to force a so called “state” insurance exchange on
Oklahomans while knowing that it must comply with the Obama Care standards
and be controlled by the Federal government.  They refused to hear
Representative John Bennett’s bill to force Welfare recipients to submit to drug
testing.

 
In Section II they cover Education issues:
 

Uphold and teach the definition of the traditional family at all levels of public
and higher education.   
Parents should be allowed to use their education tax dollars for the family’s
choice of schooling by the use of vouchers and/or tax credits.   
The imposition of national curricula, aptitude testing, and teacher certification or
education standards on any Oklahoma school is not acceptable. 
The public school system is for the benefit of U.S. citizens and for those who
have the legal right to be here. 
Multiculturalism promotes cultural segregation and should not be taught. 
Oppose all federally mandated programs, such as No Child Left Behind and Race
to the Top, and support academic freedom in the classroom.   
Support decertifying all teacher unions in Oklahoma 

24408



Oppose allowing Public School Districts receiving any state funding to pay or
collect any employee’s organizational and/or union dues by using the payroll
deduction system 
Support independent auditing of all public schools, career-techs and institutions
of higher education in Oklahoma.  
Encourage the state legislature to address “sunset laws” on all career-tech
mileages. 

 
So how did House leadership vote lately?
 

They refused to sanction or control Barresi after she turned on grassroots
activists and began implementing Federal education programs
They have refused to push a voucher program forward
They have refused to rid out state of illegal alien parents and their children that
clog our local school systems and absorb enormous amounts of money for bi
lingual education
They have continued to allow the State Chamber of Commerce to push for gay
rights and transvestite agenda bills in order to make Oklahoma more
“cosmopolitan”
They have refused to push a bill forcing teacher unions to collect their own dues
They have continued to allow lobbyists from higher education to influence
legislation that protects waste and corruption in higher education

 
 
In Section III they cover State issues:
 

We believe in transparent and honest government with minimal intrusion,
providing protection for all its citizens with fair and equitable treatment,
enforcement, and justice. 
 We believe violation of state and local laws by federal officials shall not be
tolerated, including but not limited to molestation by airport security personnel. 
Support strict law enforcement and punishment for all crimes, 
 Oklahoma’s efforts to attract industry should be grounded upon the
establishment of a favorable and friendly economic climate rather than upon tax
and other governmental subsidies to individual businesses. 
Support corporate and business laws and regulations to encourage business and
economic development while reflecting free market principals not corporate
welfare through the Department of Commerce or similar agencies.   
Support strong enforcement of state and federal laws dealing with and removal
of illegal aliens.
We oppose any form of amnesty. 
Support substantial state fines for employers who knowingly hire illegal aliens.   
 Demand that the Oklahoma Legislature not implement any form of insurance
exchange, the Governor be compelled to return any federal grants that could
create such an exchange, and that our elected representatives refrain from any
and all activities which would enable and implement “Obama Care”. 
Demand our legislature repeal HB 2026 (of 2009), known as the HUB. We
further demand the repeal of SB 1373 (of 2010) and the elimination of the
Oklahoma Health Information Exchange Trust. We further demand our
legislature cease and desist all activities related to building any healthcare
exchange, trust, or network relating to healthcare. 
Oppose any exemptions to the current Open Meetings and Open Records Act.  
Support the Attorney General’s efforts to enforce State Question 755, banning
the use of Sharia and international law in Oklahoma courts.  
 Call on the Attorney General to vigorously enforce Article XXII, Section 1 of the
Oklahoma Constitution which prohibits foreign governments from owning
businesses or real estate in Oklahoma. 
Believe that it is the responsibility of individual legislators to read and to be
knowledgeable of all pieces of legislation prior to voting.  
 Believe all bills should be limited to one issue.   
Recommend an explanation of the specific Oklahoma and United States
Constitutional authority and a statement of its origin when filing a bill.   
Support carry openly or concealed in the permit holder’s vehicle.  
Support the Tenth Amendment in the Bill of Rights, which explicitly limits the
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Federal government’s powers to those enumerated in the Constitution of the
United States. 
The Sovereign State of Oklahoma shall empower state law enforcement to
restore the peace and protect Oklahoma citizens through the arrest and
prosecution of any persons/agents attempting to inflict unconstitutional
laws/mandates on its citizens.  
 Support driver’s license photos of a lower resolution that is perfectly adequate
for visual identification, but not for biometric tracking.  
 Support the repeal of mandatory fingerprinting or other traceable biometric
information, and we oppose the maintenance of a biometric database, in
connection with an application for a driver’s license or government ID.  
 Oklahoma should “opt out” of the National Real I.D. Act and should not
participate in any federal national or global I.D. scheme.  
 Believe a fee shall be defined as funds collected for voluntary use of
government service, be used exclusively for that service and not to exceed the
cost of that service.  
 Support legislation requiring that all state fuel and vehicle taxes and tag fees
go to state, county & local transportation infrastructure.    

 
How has House leadership voted lately on these issues?
 

They have attempted to block Tea Party newsletters and sanction House
members that expose corruption from within the Republican Caucus
They refused to hear Representative John Bennett’s TSA regulation bill
 They have pushed Speaker Steele’s “Soft On Crime” agenda that lead to mass
inmate releases that canceled out the sentences handed down by juries
They have restored special interest tax credits and are planning more raids on
the public treasury
They have perverted and killed bills that would have increased illegal alien
removal from Oklahoma
They have repeatedly attempted and continue to attempt to implement Obama
Care
They have refused to subject the legislature to the state or Federal Open
Meeting and Open Records Act.
They engineered the killing of the second, improved anti Sharia law legislation
They have supported Governor Fallin’s program to allow communist Red China
to purchase land in Oklahoma and have given them aid and support
They have refused to ensure that legislators have sufficient time and refused to
require that legislators actually read legislation before voting on it
They continue to file enormous bills with hidden laws like the transvestite birth
certificate change or same sex couple benefit changes
They have refused to allow bills that would have required every bill pass a U.S.
Constitution and a state Constitution test before being filed
They have killed every single Open Carry bill that has been filed or corrupted the
bills until the bills own authors no longer supported the bill
They have refused to pass a single 10th Amendment style bill but have preferred
to bow down to unconstitutional Federal mandates and laws
 They have refused to implement law requiring Oklahoma peace officers to
protect citizens from unconstitutional laws
 They have killed all the anti biometric bills, all the anti RFID chip in drivers
license bills, have implemented the REAL ID Act piecemeal
They have forced a biometric photograph system on Oklahomans and enabled
Fusion Centers and data sharing with international agencies
They have continued to pass taxes disguised as “fees” including a tax on
medical care
 They have raided the fuel tax and tag tax funds and diverted the money to pay
for corporate welfare and social programs

 
In Section IV they cover Federal issues but only one issue needs highlighted: 
        

Support the Tenth Amendment that states “the powers not delegated to the
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.”  
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How did House leadership vote?

 
 
In 2010 and 2011 all bills that would have forced the Federal government to justify
unconstitutional mandates and Federal laws have been killed in committee by House
leadership.
 
In Section V they cover State issues on Budget and Taxation but only two need
highlighting:
 

Support a resolution by the Oklahoma Legislature insisting that the United
States Congress obey the 10th Amendment to the United States Constitution.
Support the use of “zero-based budgeting” to require justification of need.

 
How did House leadership vote?
  

In 2010 and 2011 House leadership killed bills that would have had Oklahoma
leaders standing up against illegal Federal intrusion 
They have refused to have state agencies use zero based budgeting

 
In Section VI they list supplemental issues and only one needs highlighting:
 
·         The Oklahoma Republican Party will only support candidates for
public office who wholeheartedly support the core principles and positions
of the Republican Party as expressed in the statement of principles of the
Platform of the Oklahoma Republican Party.    
 
For those critics that try to paint the Tea Party as non republican and not
conservative I would ask that you read the Oklahoma Republican Party Platform. 
 
 Only the blind or stupid would not admit that Tea Party values are identical to the
 Oklahoma Republican Party Platform. 
 
 Only the truly corrupt or the truly ignorant would attack the Sooner Tea Party’s
efforts to force Republican elected officials to support the Republican platform.  
 
Only the truly deceitful would continue to the Republican Party with the current and
past Republican Party Platform instead of admitting that they view the platform as
mere marketing fluff to bamboozle the masses.
 
Only the truly oblivious would continue to support the corrupt State Republican
leadership that allows elected officials to violate Republican Party values.
 
Please take the time to actually read the 2011 Oklahoma Republican Party Platform
then be ready to attend the next precinct meetings, the next county convention, and
the next state convention and force the Republican Party to live up to it’s own
standards. 
 
Watch the Sooner Tea Party newsletter for information on upcoming meetings.  
Precinct meetings will take one hour of your time, county conventions will take a half
day of your time, and the state convention will take a day of your time.  In return you
can enable honest, conservative Republicans to take control of the Republican Party
and force the RINOs (Republican In Name Only) back into the Democrat Party from
whence they came.
 
 Treat!  Total Eclipse of the Heart
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Hickman-Steele Alliance Disintegrating?

 
We reported back around the end of October that Representative Jeffrey Hickman,
the losing candidate for the Speaker Designate slot, had made remarks comparing
Speaker Steele to an albatross around his neck, blaming the loss of the Speaker
Designate Race on Speaker Steele’s heavy handed leadership.   
 
 Two new reports came in this week stating that Representative Hickman is
considering a coalition with conservative legislators and Democrat legislators with the
purpose of removing Speaker Steele, leaving Representative Hickman to step up to
act as interim Speaker until the 2012 Speaker election where Hickman believes he
stands a chance at regaining the Speaker slot.   
 
 Two other reports came in to buttress the intel, the first describing a private
conversation between Representative Hickman and a confidential source where
Hickman claimed that “The TW Shannon coalition will not hold together.”    The
second report was about remarks by Representative Hickman at a public meeting
where Hickman expounded on the issue, claiming that State Chamber of Commerce
candidates were targeting conservative House members and could possibly win
enough seats to tip the balance back into a rural/State Chamber regime.
 
The rural clique at the Capitol is quietly fanning the flames against Speaker Steele,
believing that their best scenario is with Speaker Steele removed.   One report
claimed that Representative Dale DeWitt was involved and that DeWitt had a lined up
a candidate for the powerful Appropriations and Budget Committee Chairman slot,
with the idea of booting Representative Earl Sears from the A & B Chairman position
were the Speaker Steele regime to fall.     Capitol sources say that either side of the
rural clique, DeWitt’s group or Hickman’s group, had enough numbers to combine
with conservative and Democrat House members to force Speaker Steele to step
down and that it might come down to who moves first.
 
The conservative block of House members is exploring a plan that suits their interests
best, believing that the TW Shannon team needs time to prepare for taking the reins
in 2013.   Rather than elect an interim Speaker that might be seen as a threat to the
ascending TW Shannon team, the conservatives are working on an “emasculate or
eviscerate" plan, the idea being to strip Speaker Steele of most of his power by
requiring the majority of the Speaker’s decisions to be approved by the House
members. 
 
With five separate cliques dominating the House membership, State Chamber clique,
Democrat clique, conservative clique, the unitedTulsa/rural, no two cliques have the
numbers to control the Speaker election on their own.  Last session Speaker Steele’s
State Chamber clique and a united Tulsa/rural clique had enough numbers only due
to a half dozen conservatives that believed that Steel would act in a fair manner. 
After Speaker Steele turned on the conservatives, they switched their alliance to the
TW Shannon team they were able to dominate the Speaker Designate race with the
help a dozen or so House members from the State Chamber clique.
 
Opening day of the 2012 legislative session is going to be interesting.   There is no
way to predict which rural faction will break first, but the prize will be several key
committee chairs and various leadership positions, all of which enable the occupant to
raise large amounts of campaign money.   No doubt about it, the stakes are high,
tempers are short, and any thoughts of loyalty have evaporated after the October
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26th Speaker Designate race.   The key to forming and holding a new coalition
together is going to be rescinding the 2011 House Rules so that conservative and
Democrats House members have a say in what bills get heard.
 
 

 
Senate District 17 Up For Grabs

 
Democratic Senator Charlie Laster announced that he was not running for his seat in
2012, and would step down to focus on family and his law practice.    The Republican
Party and the Tea Party are looking for conservative candidates to run in the primary
election in 2012.    Qualifications are simple; you must be over 25 years of age, a
registered voter of the Senate District and must live in the Senate District and I
believe you should have been registered with the Party that you choose to run under
at least six months prior to the filing date.   You can’t be an officer of state or Federal
government or a felon and run for legislative office.  
 
 To be considered a viable candidate you must be capable of raising a minimum of
$20,000.00 early in the campaign.   A hard working candidate willing to knock on
doors until the primary election could win the race but some serious cash is going to
be needed for campaign signage, push cards, and advertising.  If you know of a
potential candidate living within Senate District 17 please get in touch with us ASAP.
 
 

Shakedown at the Capitol?
 
At the end of November Representative Dale DeWitt was appointed House Majority
Floor Leader, replacing the outgoing Dan Sullivan.   Representative DeWitt wasted
little time in taking advantage of his new position by sending out this December 13th
2011 letter th 2011 letter to Oklahoma Capitol lobbyists.  Like a school yard bully he
started going after the lobbyist's lunch money in record time.
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We began receiving email and phone calls about the letter toward the end of last
week but the one that was the most troubling was one sent by a lobbyist that stated
some real concerns.   Floor leader is one of the three House leaders that can kill any
bill they don’t like, the other two being Speaker and any committee chairman.   So
the position is basically a gateway through which every single bill must travel, so
when a floor leader asks you a favor, you had better reach for the checkbook or your
clients will pay the price.
 
The controversy centers on Republican Representative Dale DeWitt mailing a letter to
Capitol lobbyists asking for campaign donations, not for himself, not for the
Republican party, but for a Democrat Senate candidate for Senate District 20.  But
there is another twist, rather than sending the cash to the candidate, one Phil
Berkinbile, the lobbyists are told to send the cash to House Floor Leader Dale DeWitt
so he can “personally thank them”.     This is an obvious quid-pro-quo situation, an
obvious attempt to increase donations to Berkinbile and curry favor with Floor Leader
DeWitt.
 
Put yourself in a lobbyist shoes.    Why would you want to choose a candidate in an
open primary with multiple candidates, ensuring that you will alienate the other
candidates?   But if you don’t step up and donate, you risk alienating the new House
Floor leader, making it likely that any bill you support will not get heard on the House
floor should it make it through the committee process.    This is clearly an attempt for
Floor Leader De Witt to milk lobbyists for donations for a personal friend.
 
To complicate the lobbyist’s dilemma, redistricting turned the former rural district into
a more urban district, making it more likely that Berkinbile will lose the race.   The
lobbyist that sent the email obviously considered this a shakedown by a powerful
politician for personal gain.  Berkinbile is a director of the state CareerTech system,
filed for the seat that had been held by David Myers, a Republican from Ponca City,
who died last month.  Sources claim that Berkinbile recently registered as Republican
and donated against Republican candidates like former Republican Representative Rex
Duncan.  Duncan was considered a true conservative Republican which must have
been what Berkinbile found offensive.
 
Getting past the obvious conflict of interests and blatant use of his position to shake
down lobbyists, one wonders what DeWitt’s Republican Party members think of
DeWitt helping to elect another RINO?  What would the Republican Party itself think
of such an obvious liberal running as a Republican?  And we wonder how the
Republicans took control of the Capitol a few years back?    It looks like they did so
only after all the Democrats re-registered as Republicans.

 
 
Don't forget the Wednesday night work parties starting at 4 pm.  Get
involved; help us hammer the bad politicians until they become good
politicians.  This Wednesday we are going back to work Representative
Jason Nelson's House district.
  

Call 405-412-6233 for more info.
  
Remember to strip the unsubscribe link before forwarding this newsletter
to prevent someone from taking you off our list!  Use our forward this
email link at the top of the newsletter to prevent being accidently
 unsubscribed.
  
Money is always needed for printing costs, postage, sign materials, and
robo call costs.  We are tightfisted; we will spend your hard earned money
wisely and frugally as we do our very best to clean up Oklahoma politicians
so we can begin to clean up our country.
 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Kinzel, Will
To: Adam Nordstrom ( ); Andrew Silvestri; aparis@state.pa.us; Arthur Clark

(arthur.clark@guam.gov); Beth Kohler Lazare (bklazare@az.gov); Bill Kloiber (Bill.Kloiber@wisconsin.gov); Bill
McBride (mcbrideb@michigan.gov); bkanzeg@ ; bob.schwaneberg@gov.state.nj.us; Brandon Steinmann
( ); brandymarty03 ; Brian McManus (Brian.McManus2 ; Brian Nutt
(brian ); carol.statkus@wyo.gov; Christine Bartel; Claude Ramsey (Claude.Ramsey@tn.gov);
clipparelli@  CWhitfield@governor.state.ms.us; dan.wilmot@governor.state.tx.us;
david.hensley@gov.idaho.gov; Debbie Hohlt (  Denise Northrup; Dennis Muchmore
(muchmored@michigan.gov); Dona DeLeon (Dona.DeLeon@gov.state.nj.us); Doug Hoelscher
(doug.hoelscher@iowa.gov); emainigi ; griffin ; hedgcockm@gov.state.la.us;
jabot10  jamieshuster@gov.sc.gov; jasen.eige@governor.virginia.gov; Jason Kreizenbeck
(jkreizenbeck@gov.idaho.gov); Jeannemarie Davis (jeannemarie.davis@governor.virginia.gov); Jeff Barnes
(barnesj7@michigan.gov); Jeff Boeyink (jeff.boeyink@iowa.gov); Jen Rae Hein (jen.hein@nebraska.gov); Jennifer
Branstetter (jbranstett@state.pa.us); Jim Soyer (jim.soyer@state.sd.us); jmcallahan@state.pa.us; John Katz
(John.Katz@alaska.gov); joseph.fadness@wisconsin.gov; Katie Altshuler; Katy Oder; Keith Gardner
(keith.gardner@state.nm.us); Krista Carman ; Kristi Craig
(kristi.craig@governor.virginia.gov); ktartaglia@state.pa.us; Lauren Kintner (lauren.kintner@nebraska.gov);
Lgromis  Lindsay Russell; macarter32 ; Marie Sanderson (msanderson@governor.state.ms.us);
Marissa Watkins; Mark Cate (Mark.Cate@tn.gov); mary.mayhew@maine.gov; Michael Ciamarra
(michael.ciamarra@governor.alabama.gov); Michael DiSabato (Michael.DiSabato@governor.virginia.gov);
mschrimpf@rga.org; Nicole Guillemard ); rebmyers@state.pa.us;
renee.fargason@laspbs.state.fl.us; rob.jakubik ; Robert Spendlove (rspendlove@utah.gov); Ryan
McGinness  Ryan Serote (rserote@az.gov); Seth Levey; sirena.ramirez@guam.gov; Stephen
Waguespack (wags@la.gov); tammy.perkins@gov.idaho.gov; Tim Pearson (timpearson@gov.sc.gov); Todd Smith
(ts ); travisrichmond ; Wayne Struble (wayne.struble@governor.ohio.gov);
wayne.hasenbalg@gov.state.nj.us; Wendy Riemann (Wendy.riemann@wisconsin.gov); will.cromer@tn.gov; Zak
Tomich (tomichz@michigan.gov)

Cc: Swann, Lanier (McConnell)
Subject: House Republican Plan “Changes the Trajectory of Spending,” & More
Date: Tuesday, July 26, 2011 12:48:01 PM

Speaker of the House John Boehner

House Republican Plan “Changes the Trajectory of
Spending,” & More
 
July 26, 2011 | Posted by Don Seymour | Permalink

The House Republican plan for cutting spending and preventing a national default “is a win for

conservatives, for fiscal responsibility, and for the nation,” writes the American Spectator’s Quin

Hillyer. That’s because the plan:

“Changes the Trajectory of Spending”: “Frankly, the Boehner plan isn’t a 50-50 compromise;

it’s a win for conservatives, for fiscal responsibility, and for the nation. It effectively changes the

trajectory of spending for the first time since Washington started bingeing again (after three

good years) in the fall of 1998. It’s a remarkable achievement when working against the most

leftist president in history.” (Embrace Boehner’s Plan, American Spectator, 7/25/11)

“Would Keep the Debt Cutting Process Going”: “[T]he Boehner plan is not only far better

than the Reid plan, it is a pretty darn good plan in and of itself. ... [Boehner] would keep the

debt cutting process going and more likely result in substantive spending cuts of $3 trillion,

nearly three times the Reid plan.” (Two cheers for Boehner’s two-step plan, Reuters, 7/26/11)

“Is Just What the Moment Calls For”: “As the details of the Boehner bill become clearer, it’s

increasingly apparent that the bill is just what the moment calls for: significant cuts achieved

through statutory sequestration caps, no tax increase, no backsliding on entitlement reform or
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implicit acceptance of Obamacare, a path to another process that could lead to more cuts

without tax increases, and the setting of a precedent that from now on increases in the debt

ceiling must be accompanied by proportional spending cuts.” (Boehner’s Achievement,

National Review, 7/26/11)

“Will Be a Significant Step Forward”: “On Friday, House Speaker John Boehner had his

Reykjavik moment. ... [W]hen Obama made clear he would not budge on the additional

revenue, Boehner walked away. ... The plan that Boehner will force Obama to sign will fall

short of ‘Cut, Cap and Balance,’ but — provided the cuts are real and deeper than the debt

limit increase — it will be a significant step forward nonetheless. And it will set up the 2012

election as a referendum on the way forward on the national debt. That is a fight conservatives

can win.” (Boehner’s Reykjavik moment, Washington Post, 7/26/11)

“Would Impose … Real Restraint,” “Entitlement Changes”: “The two-step process that

Speaker Boehner outlined to his colleagues ... would impose discretionary spending caps for a

decade, thus producing real restraint on domestic appropriations. The savings — about $1.2

trillion over ten years — would be accompanied by a substantial and immediate increase in the

debt limit. In addition, the Boehner plan would empower a special bipartisan joint committee of

House and Senate members to draft further budget-cutting reforms, including entitlement

changes. The target would be an additional $1.8 trillion in deficit reduction over ten years.”

(Getting to ‘Yes’, National Review, 7/25/11)

As we noted yesterday, the plan outlined by Senator Reid and Senate Democrats is full of budget

gimmicks and phantom savings. Commentary says “voodoo” spending cuts are “the backbone of
Reid’s reduction plan.”

The Republican plan includes spending cuts that are greater than the increase in the debt limit, real

caps and restraints on future spending, and it doesn’t raise taxes on families and job creators. And as

Speaker Boehner said today, it provides the best opportunity “to get a Balanced Budget Amendment

enacted into the Constitution.”

Learn more about the plan here and read the summary by the House Rules Committee here.

SPEAKER PRESS OFFICE
REP. JOHN BOEHNER (R-OH)

H-232, THE CAPITOL
(202) 225-0600 | SPEAKER.GOV

WEBSITE | CONTACT | PRIVACY POLICY

 

24416

http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158518-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158519-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158520-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158521-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158521-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158522-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158523-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158524-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158525-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158526-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158527-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158528-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158529-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158530-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158531-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158532-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158533-3477662
http://speaker.gov/Components/Redirect/r.aspx?ID=158534-3477662


From: Tony Perkins
To: Governor Info
Subject: House Votes to Repeal Obamacare - Sign the iPledge today
Date: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 6:38:52 PM

We, the People can keep our Constitution alive. Sign the iPledge
and vote your values!

July 17, 2012   

Dear Friends,

Recently, the House of Representatives voted to repeal Obamacare, which was railroaded into law a little over two years

ago by a liberal Congress. The Supreme Court surprisingly upheld the law and the U.S. Senate and President Obama

continue to stand in the way of a full repeal. Votes matter, and now it is up to we, the people to let our voices be heard

in November on this issue and others -- like the sanctity of life, marriage, and religious freedom.

This summer both political parties will be holding their respective conventions to offer their agendas to we, the people.
Join me in signing the iPledge and send a message to both parties that our votes will only go to those candidates who

affirm the Constitution and biblical values.

It is up to we, the people to commit to:

1. Pray for the nation and the November elections

2. Prepare by registering and encouraging 2 others to vote

3. Participate in the election by only voting for candidates who will uphold the Constitution and biblical values.

If you agree, sign the pledge and encourage as many as your friends and family to take the pledge!

We, the People can keep our Constitution alive. Sign the iPledge and vote your values!

Sincerely,

Tony Perkins

President

P.S. Please forward this alert to friends, family and fellow church members, and post to your favorite social networks.

Family Research Council: 801 G Street N.W. Washington, D.C. 20001

P: 202/393-2100 or 800/225-4008  W: frc.org  unsubscribe

You are subscribed to Grassroots Alerts as info@gov.ok.gov 
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: How Did State Tax Collections Fare in Your State?
Date: Friday, April 13, 2012 7:20:17 AM

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser

GOVERNING Daily

 

Sponsor: GOVERNING

GOVERNING MAGAZINE

Read about the nation's
progress on ending
homelessness, the biggest
infrastructure projects,
state broadband initiatives,
how the hourly timesheet
is being replaced, the
future of U.S. cities and
more.

Subscribe | Current Issue

POPULAR on GOVERNING.com

1. Meth Lab Cleanup Program
Contains Costs for Tenn.
Meth labs are on the rise again and federal
funding can’t keep up. Now states have to pick
up the mess -- and the bill.

2. Connecticut to Repeal Death
Penalty
State lawmakers have passed legislation that
would make Connecticut the 17th state to
abolish the death penalty. The bill awaits a
signature from Gov. Dannel P. Malloy, who has
said he would sign it.

3. Cities Tout Municipal Tap Water
as Better Than Bottled

Friday, April 13, 2012

Nation
How Did State Tax Collections Fare in Your State?

New figures show state tax collection totals rose in FY2011, but remain below pre-

recession levels. View detailed data for your state in our interactive chart.

GOVERNING | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Newark Mayor Cory Booker Saves Neighbor from Fire

New Hampshire Town Police Chief Fatally Shot

Detroit Budget Proposal Cuts $160M, Targets Transit, Public Safety

Heroin Deaths Skyrocket in Twin Cities

Dellwood, Missouri Dissolves Its Police Department

Chicago Homicides Up 60 Percent in 3 Months 

STATE NEWS
New State Laws Limit Patient Bills for Costly Prescriptions

Health Insurance Exchange Established in New York with Executive Order

California High-Speed Rail Plan Approved by Authority

Doctors Object to Pennsylvania's New Natural Gas Law

Parental Accountability Courts Growing in Georgia

Tax Incentives Report: Half of States Not Evaluating Their Efficacy 

'Shoot First Gun Laws Under Attack in Bloomberg's New Campaign

POLITICS NEWS
Law Bans Abortions After 20 Weeks in Arizona 

Washington State Schools Chief Randy Dorn to Run for Re-Election

Justice Department: Evidence of Bias in Texas Voter ID Law

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
States Could Stop Safety Net 'Double Dipping' with Computer System

Omaha Hosts Online PTSD Treament for Veterans Pilot

FEDERAL NEWS
Political Ads on Public TV, Radio OK'd by Court

Alaska Lawmaker Who Refused Pat-Down to Run for U.S. House

ADVERTISEMENT
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Municipal drinking water is safer, more cost
effective and better for the environment -- three
facts cities want their residents to know.

WHO SAID THAT?

 I swore with my hand on
the Bible to uphold the
Constitution. I didn’t swear with
my hand on the Constitution to
uphold the Bible."
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: How we stop Obamacare now - an editorial by Sen. Dan Newberry
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2012 2:03:08 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Oklahoma State Senate
Senator Dan Newberry

Chairman, Senate committee on Business and labor
Senate District 37

 
August 23, 2012

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Senator Dan Newberry
State Capitol: (405) 521-5600
Email: newberry@oksenate.gov 
 

How we stop Obamacare now
 

Dear Editor,
 

As a state senator, I have spent a good portion of the past three years fighting to
protect Oklahomans from the federal intrusion known as the Affordable Care Act, or
Obamacare.  I authored the state question creating a constitutional prohibition in Oklahoma
against a mandate for insurance coverage.  In addition, I worked to find other roadblocks
against the imposition of a federal exchange, which would limit consumer choices and
threaten private industry by expanding government administered healthcare. 
 

The fight continues.  As you are aware, the Supreme Court ruled that the Affordable
Care Act is not a mandate but a tax, and is therefore legal.  In order to stop Obamacare from
coming into effect, we must defund it – now.
 
            Many do not realize that the Act itself provides for direct taxes, above and beyond the
new “taxes” as classified by the Supreme Court. These taxes were included as a way to help
pay for this unprecedented expansion of government.  To make matters worse, these taxes
actually discourage people from buying private health insurance and target those most in
need. 
 

Two taxes in the Affordable Care Act cause me great concern.  One is a tax on life-
saving medical devices.  This is clearly an effort to ration healthcare and, in an effort to bring
down overall costs, make the equipment less widely available.  The other, an $87 billion tax
on insurance premiums, is even more egregious. When the stated goal of the act is to have
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more people covered by insurance, why in the world would you tax those already purchasing
it? 
 

Of course, political gamesmanship has shaped how this tax is levied.  First, large self-
insured companies are exempt from this tax, so the burden falls directly to small businesses
and individuals.  Some families will pay an estimated $500 more per year for insurance when
this tax goes into effect.  The burden on small businesses providing health coverage to their
employees could result in the loss of almost 250,000 jobs.  Secondly, the law is written so
that if you have an HMO instead of traditional insurance, your tax is 50 percent less than
others are paying.  Making this even more interesting is the fact that the nation’s largest
HMO, Kaiser Permanente, which is headquartered in the San Francisco Bay area, controls
much of that market. Incidentally, it is the single largest insurer in the congressional district
of former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi.
 

It is time for Congress to act and pass HR 1370 and SB 1880, two companion bills
designed to repeal the Health Insurance Tax.  We must get rid of the health insurance tax for
multiple reasons: first, the government should not pick winners and losers through tax
policy; secondly, while we could debate whether or not government should encourage the
purchase of private insurance, we can certainly agree it should not be discouraged by an
excessive tax; and finally, we have to defund Obamacare as it is the best way to strangle a
bureaucracy that is undeniably out-of-control.

 
 
Sen. Dan Newberry

-End-
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Hugh Gerrard commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link.
Date: Friday, November 23, 2012 1:43:35 PM

facebook

Hugh Gerrard commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Hugh wrote: "Gov. How Christian of you. Denying Healthcare to the least equipped to deal with it. Don't worry,
the Feds will put together your Healthcare Exchange as required. You are what's wrong with Politics today.
Pandering to your special interests at the detriment of your electorate. You're an assbackwards State anyway."

Reply to this email to comment on this link.

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook in the
future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303

24422

mailto:update+kjdm-1i-_1pd@facebookmail.com
mailto:Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/n/?GovernorMaryFallin%2Fposts%2F169023219888164&comment_id=359954&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe&bcode=1.1353699814.Abnlifyq3GIN9WWZ&n_m=aaron.cooper%40gov.ok.gov&lloc=logo
http://www.facebook.com/n/?hugh.gerrard&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe&bcode=1.1353699814.Abnlifyq3GIN9WWZ&n_m=aaron.cooper%40gov.ok.gov&lloc=image
http://www.facebook.com/n/?hugh.gerrard&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe&bcode=1.1353699814.Abnlifyq3GIN9WWZ&n_m=aaron.cooper%40gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/n/?GovernorMaryFallin&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe&bcode=1.1353699814.Abnlifyq3GIN9WWZ&n_m=aaron.cooper%40gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/n/?GovernorMaryFallin%2Fposts%2F169023219888164&comment_id=359954&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe&bcode=1.1353699814.Abnlifyq3GIN9WWZ&n_m=aaron.cooper%40gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/n/?GovernorMaryFallin%2Fposts%2F169023219888164&comment_id=359954&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe&bcode=1.1353699814.Abnlifyq3GIN9WWZ&n_m=aaron.cooper%40gov.ok.gov&lloc=1st_cta
mailto:aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov
http://www.facebook.com/o.php?k=AS2zjeHI2JIL9O1o&u=100001982357991&mid=719cf13G5af386a2a1e7G77c41ecGe


From: Steve Jackson
To: Governor Info
Subject: I can"t believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the federal government
Date: Monday, March 14, 2011 8:57:13 PM

Governor Fallin:
 
I can't believe you accepted a $54 million "Early Innovator Grant" from the
federal government to establish an Oklahoma-based Health Insurance
Exchange.  In a time when states need to declare 10th Amendment Sovereignty
and be weaned away from the federal "breast", I can't believe that the
Governor of Oklahoma decides to take "free" monies from the federal
government, which is BROKE, to enslave us to a president who seems to want to
destroy this country in every way he can.
 
I did not vote for you.  I'm trying to back you, but when I see you do things
like this, I wonder how you got enough votes to be governor.  I'm willing to give
you a chance, but this is a big mistake.  You need to send that money back to
D.C.  Yes, Oklahoma would like the money but not at the expense of our
future.  ObamaCare is no good.  It can't be revised.  There is absolutely
nothing good in it.  It needs to be totally destroyed, but in the mean time,
Oklahoma does not need to have a chain around our neck.
 
Sincerely,
Steve Jackson
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From: Trevor Hamman
To: Governor Info
Subject: I Do NOT support Obama Care
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 10:28:00 AM

As a citizen of Oklahoma, I do NOT support a state health
exchange as I do NOT support Obamacare in any form.

Trevor Hamman
Oklahoma City, OK
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From: Little Bit Farm
To: Governor Info
Subject: I do not want a health exchange in OK
Date: Monday, November 12, 2012 1:32:27 PM

I do not want any part of Obamacare in Oklahoma, including a health exchange!

Sincerely, 

Dee Ann Guzman

-- 
 
http://littlebitfarm.wordpress.com/
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From: O"Dell-Shipley, Jodi
To: Governor Info
Subject: I don"t understand
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 11:17:32 AM

Dear Governor Fallin,
I don't understand why Oklahoma has accepted $54 million of the ObamaCare money when we
overwhelmingly voted last fall to be excluded from ObamaCare. As a concerned Oklahoma citizen (who
voted for you) I believe this sends the wrong signal to Washington. We do not want anything to do with
the ObamaCare, not their money, not their regulations, not any of it! Please make arrangements to
return that money and uphold the views of the voters who elected you.
Sincerely,
Jodi O'Dell
Sand Springs OK
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From: Ron Cross
To: Governor Info
Subject: I Oppose Healthcare Exchanges
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 4:37:55 AM

Dear Governor Fallin,

 
Two recent newspaper articles brought to our attention that your office may be considering whether or

     not to establish some sort of insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma, possibly a state-based

     insurance exchange or a federally-partnered insurance exchange.

 
Tulsa 9.12 Project stands with OK-SAFE opposing either option.

 
We contend that:

 
Since you campaigned in 2010 against the implementation of the PPACA ("ObamaCare") in the state

of

     Oklahoma, and won on that platform;

And since an insurance exchange is the cornerstone of the PPACA, and thereby will create a system

of

     "market-management" that is contrary to the free enterprise system;

And since via SQ 756 the citizens of Oklahoma made clear their opposition to PPACA with their 65%

vote;

And since the state legislature has twice been stymied by the people in its' attempt to establish an

insurance exchange;

And since several incumbent Republicans drew primary opponents due to the attempt to create such

an exchange,

     causing many people to be disgusted with the Republican party;

We therefore demand that you make the obvious happen in Oklahoma.

 
Specifically, we expect Oklahoma's elected officials to demonstrate true leadership and integrity by

publicly

     announcing that there will be no health insurance exchange created/established/implemented in the

state of Oklahoma. Period.

 
Further, we agree with Sen. Tom Coburn's contention that there should be no further expansion of

Medicaid; we ask that

     you demonstrate fiscal responsibility by opposing such an expansion in the state of Oklahoma.

 
With hopes that you do the right thing...

 
Sincerely,

Ronald G. Cross

Webmaster@Tulsa912Project.com

.

Tulsa, OK   74115
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From: Cheryl Lancaster
To: Governor Info
Subject: I vote no on both issues
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 10:44:30 AM
Importance: High

No to establish a health insurance exchange [state-based or otherwise], and no on expanding
Medicaid coverage.
Cheryl B. Lancaster
Washington, OK.
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: ICYMI: Gov. Fallin Discusses Health Care Exchanges with Greta Van Susteren
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 11:48:50 AM
Attachments: image001.png

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
 
Governor Fallin explains why Oklahoma is saying “thanks, but no thanks” to implementing
ObamaCare.
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: ICYMI: Gov. Fallin Discusses Health Care Exchanges with Greta Van Susteren
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 11:48:52 AM
Attachments: image001.png

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
 
Governor Fallin explains why Oklahoma is saying “thanks, but no thanks” to implementing
ObamaCare.
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From: Chris Van Hollen
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: I"ll be blunt:
Date: Wednesday, August 29, 2012 10:24:56 AM

Tonda --

Tonight, Paul Ryan will deliver a nationally-televised speech at the Republican National
Convention. I am here in Tampa to push back and set the record straight, and I need your
help now.

You will hear a lot of attacks on President Obama and health care reform. But here’s what
Romney and Ryan won’t tell the American people: What they won’t tell us is the reality that the
Romney-Ryan plan would slash Medicare benefits for seniors to pay for more tax
breaks for millionaires and billionaires. 

These next 48 hours are critical to ensuring that voters have the facts on the Republicans’
radical budget plans.

Stand with President Obama: Donate $3 or more to the DCCC’s Rapid Response Fund
and your donation will be matched dollar-for-dollar >>

If Romney and Ryan get their way, seniors’ Medicare would be replaced with a voucher that
drops in value as health costs rise. Seniors will have to eat rising costs while millionaires like
Mitt Romney get a tax cut.

The Republicans, backed by their Super PAC allies and secret donors, will do anything they can
to distort the truth about their Medicare plans and go on the attack against Obamacare.

As a former DCCC Chairman, I know that we have to respond quickly and forcefully. That’s
where you come in:

http://dccc.org/Stand-For-Medicare

Thank you,

Chris

Rep. Chris Van Hollen
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Illinois Governor Grants Clemency to Dozens
Date: Monday, April 09, 2012 9:28:21 AM

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser
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1. Transportation's Messaging
Problem
Nobody likes traffic and potholes. So why isn't
the public engaged in the Congress's debate
about transportation?

2. Tuition? UC Riverside Students
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A student group called “Fix UC” suggests
colleges take a share of each student’s salary
for the first 20 years after they graduate.
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Monday, April 09, 2012

Illinois
Governor Grants Clemency to Dozens

Gov. Pat Quinn granted clemency and expunged the criminal records of more than 50

people and denied another 136 clemency requests as part of his effort to whittle down

a backlog of cases that piled up under ex-Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who is now serving

time in federal prison.

Chicago Tribune | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Tulsa Shootings Result in Two Arrests

Buford, Wyoming Sold for $900,000 to Vietnamese Buyer

Miami Charter Change Would Save Millions, But Give Elected Leaders More Time in

Office

STATE NEWS
Michigan State Fairgrounds Sale Bill  Set to Become Law

Welfare Drug-Test Bill  Draws Legal Heat in Georgia

Property Taxes Under New Attack in Pennsylvania

Nevada Working to Curb Backroom Doctors, Dentists

Vikings Stadium Bill  Presses On in Minnesota House

Maryland Health Insurance Exchange Approved by Legislature

POLITICS NEWS
Virginia Ballot to Include Eminent-Domain Question

Arizona GOP Gears Up for Special Primary

Mississippi Passes Abortion Bill  That Could Shut Only Clinic

Arizona Lawmakers Receive Knitted Uterus As Protest

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
Public Phone Booths to Become 'Smart Screens' in New York City

Iowa Counties Use Voter Data Portal With Real-Time View 

FEDERAL NEWS
Federal Job Training Funds Are Drying Up

Rick Santorum's Delegate Plan Hits Wall in North Dakota 

ADVERTISEMENT

Smarter Buildings, Improve Building IQ 
To achieve effective facilities operations on
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WHO SAID THAT?

 He is a high-class, high-
falutin huckster and hustler."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

$823,000
The amount of money that General Services

Administration's Jeffrey E. Neely approved for an

October 2010 conference in Las Vegas. He is

currently on administrative leave after a report

given to Congress outlined the GSA's spending

regarding the 2010 conference.

More Digits

today’s smarter planet, building managers

need to create smarter buildings—better

buildings for a better bottom line.  Click here
to learn more.

FROM THE BLOGS

GOVERNING Daybook
Every week, Governing.com compiles state and municipal government-related events
happening around the country.

View | Read more

Boston School Sees Success With Extended Schedule
The turnaround effort hinged on adding hours to the school day.

View | Read more

State, Local Government Employment Remains Flat in Jobs
Report
The latest jobs report shows state and local government employment remained mostly
unchanged in March.

By the Numbers | Read more

2011 Population Estimates Show Gains in South, West
View 2011 population estimates for all counties and metro areas, released today by
the Census Bureau.

By the Numbers | Read more
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States, Feds Poised to Write New Chapter in Public Safety
Communications 
By Melissa Maynard, Stateline Staff Writer

As a plan for a national emergency network takes shape, many questions
remain unanswered.
Full Story

Illinois Rushes to Finish Budget, Medicaid and Pension Changes 
By Josh Goodman, Stateline Staff Writer

What may be the nation’s most fiscally troubled state is in the middle of a
fateful week. Illinois legislators are racing to approve a new state budget and
changes to the state’s Medicaid and public employee pension systems ahead of
their scheduled adjournment tomorrow.
Full Story

Best of #StateReads: California Diverts Funds From 9-11 Plates 
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline Staff Writer

This week’s collection of #StateReads details how California is diverting money
from its September 11th memorial license plates to areas other than homeland
security, how Illinois legislators feathered their own nests when rewriting
pension laws and how a political spat could keep 200 candidates off the June
12th South Carolina ballot.
Full Story

TX: Straus loses lieutenants, and Senate sees a shift
Election Day was costly for House Speaker Joe Straus. Three of his lieutenants
were defeated. Another was forced into a Republican runoff on July 31.
Full Story www.texastribune.org
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IL: Lawmakers OK $1-a-pack cigarette tax hike
Illinois lawmakers on Tuesday gave final approval to a plan to raise taxes on
cigarettes and other tobacco products to stave off deeper cuts to the state's
health care program for the poor.
Full Story www.chicagotribune.com

WI: Walker raises $5 million in a month, bringing total to $30
million
Gov. Scott Walker raised more than $5 million in less than one month to fight
off the June 5 recall against him, underscoring the fact that the election will be
the most expensive in the state's history.
Full Story www.jsonline.com

US: Conservatives campaign against insurance exchanges
WASHINGTON – Conservative organizations have canvassed the country in
recent months to try to persuade state legislators not to pass bills to create
health insurance exchanges.
Full Story www.usatoday.com

US: Eight more states get education-law waiver
The Obama administration said Tuesday it will allow eight more states to skirt
key provisions of the No Child Left Behind law, bringing to 19 the number that
no longer have to abide by main tenets of the unpopular legislation.
Full Story online.wsj.com

ME: LePage says he won’t issue bonds until spending ‘under control’
Maine voters will have at least four bond proposals to consider when they go to
the polls in November. But even if they sign off on borrowing $75 million for
transportation, water, higher education and land conservation investments,
Gov. Paul LePage says he’ll make sure the bonds aren’t sold until the state’s
fiscal house is in order.
Full Story bangordailynews.com

DC: District officials optimistic about getting budgetary
independence
D.C. officials remain upbeat about their prospects for getting the right to spend
local funds without prior approval from Congress, despite a lack of tangible
progress on Capitol Hill more than a year after a powerful House member
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floated a plan to grant the city “budget autonomy.”
Full Story www.washingtontimes.com

WI: McDonnell, O’Malley also in spotlight in Walker recall
Next week’s recall election in Wisconsin between Gov. Scott Walker and
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett sets up not only a high-profile battle between
the two candidates but a side skirmish between Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell
and Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley, chairmen of their parties’ governors
associations and rising national political stars.
Full Story www.washingtontimes.com

LA: Gun rights constitutional amendment clears Senate, headed for
November ballot
Louisiana voters will decide this November whether to amend the state
Constitution to limit ability of the Legislature and other arms of government to
restrict the right to carry guns.
Full Story www.nola.com

RI: R.I. Gov. Chafee to Schilling: Don't blame my comments for 38
Studios' problems
Governor Chafee on Tuesday rebutted criticism from ex-baseball star Curt
Schilling in an exclusive interview with The Providence Journal that Chafee's
comments had killed investor interest in Schilling's 38 Studios videogame
company.
Full Story news.providencejournal.com

VA: McDonnell says Romney not vetting him for VP
Pundits — and reporters — can’t seem to stop speculating that Virginia Gov.
Bob McDonnell will be on presumed GOP presidential nominee Mitt Romney’s
short list for vice president. But McDonnell, speaking on WTOP radio Tuesday,
confirms that the Romney campaign has not asked him for documents to begin
the vetting process.
Full Story www.washingtonpost.com

ME: State lobster-license rules to be scrutinized
Scott Beede is one of 302 people on the waiting list for a Maine lobster license.
By his calculations he'll be nearly 80 years old -- or dead -- by the time his wait
is over.
Full Story www.pressherald.com
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A Message From the Executive Director 
Throughout history God has raised up leaders to
guide the way. He elevates Kings, Presidents, Prime

Ministers, Pastors, Prophets, Evangelists, Generals,

leaders of all kinds. 

Today we have two kinds of leaders, those who are
imploring us to humble ourselves and pray, to
intercede for America and her leaders, and to reject

wickedness both personally and corporately. And those
who remain silent, refusing to recognize our need to

pray and turn to God for intervention in our nation. Or

worse, leaders who pave the way for immorality,

encouraging self-indulgence and pride, disregarding

God's moral order. Though the motives may be varied,

nonetheless, the result is the same. 

Though there is only one God, one King, one Creator, He

designed earthly authority and leadership, and He will

speak His truth through leaders who are submitted to

Him. 

Which leaders are we listening to and following? Are

we blindly following the voices telling us that everything is

fine. No need to be hasty. Are we listening to the voices

that artfully spin wickedness into tolerance. Or are we
heeding the voices of our leaders who are sounding
the alarm, entreating us to fast and pray with humility
and repentance?

America - Hanging In the
Balance 

The Court is due to hand down its

ruling this Thursday on the

Affordable Health Care Act better

known as Obamacare. Odd how

the future of the country hangs on

that ruling. All they have to do is

use the magic words "compelling

state interest" and all individual
rights and liberties go down the
drain. Only by the grace of God

will America continue to enjoy our

God-given liberties codified by our

Constitution. 

Immorality Incompatible
with Freedom 

Samuel Adams, reacting to the

treasonous actions of a former patriot,

wrote to James Warren, that it was

necessary "to have the Principles of
virtue early inculcated on the minds
even of children, and the moral sense
kept alive. " A reason is that "no
People will tamely surrender their
liberties, nor can any be easily
subdued, when knowledge is
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Interesting Image

There is always hope, even when things seem
hopeless, when His people humble themselves, repent

and pray! If we don't hear the alarm sounding, I wonder if

we are listening to the right leaders? If we hear but aren't

acting upon the alarm, I wonder if we are listening to the

right Lord.

Blessings, 

 

Lea Carawan 

Executive Director 

Over 66 Members of Congress Alarmed
Over Military Ban on God 

Anti-God groups have been busy trying to
remove all vestige of God from our nation; and
are aggressively targeting our military. Recent

developments include revoking authorization to print

Bibles with military insignia, Navy ending the use of

Bibles in military hospitals - even by a minister,

AirForce not allowing the use of the word "God" -

even if no religious context, removing the word God

from the AirForce patch, and has even banned all

ethics programs, just to name a few. 

Over 66 Members of Congress, including 6 out of
7 sub-committee chairmen of the Armed Forces
Committee, has written a letter to Secretary
Panetta looking for answers . Also, many of these

Members of Congress are working with an alliance
of 2,000 chaplains to make sure that religious
liberty is protected for those working to protect
us. Read their correspondence.

Moses and The Six Commandments

You may have heard of the recent decision by

Virginia Judge, Michael Urbanski, allowing the Ten

Commandments to be posted in a Giles County high

school's Hall of Historical Documents only if all
references to "God" be eliminated. Congressman

Forbes writes in this outstanding article about the

dangerous trend to remove God from our nation and

the long term repercussions that would result: 

"Many of America's Founding Fathers were resolute
in their faith, and such is evident in the Constitution,

diffused [widely spread] and virtue
is preserved. On the contrary, when
people are universally ignorant, and
debauched in their manners, they
will sink under their own weight
without the aid of foreign invaders."

"Bad men cannot make good
citizens. It is when a people forget
God that tyrants forge their chains.
A vitiated state of morals, a
corrupted public conscience, is
incompatible with freedom. No
free government, or the blessings
of liberty, can be preserved to any
people but by a firm adherence to
justice, moderation, temperance,
frugality, and virtue; and by a
frequent recurrence to fundamental
principles." Patrick Henry

National Prayer Events 
Fortnight for Freedom 
Call 2 Fall 
Cry Out America 
America for Jesus 
40 Days To Save America 
The Summons 

Anti-God Groups Have No
Defense Against It 
The launch of the nation-wide In
God We Trust; Put It Up!
campaign catalyzed by the

successful passage of

Congressional Resolution 13

affirming the official motto of the

United States to be "In God We

Trust" and encouraging its public

display in schools and government

buildings. CPCF is equipping

citizens to display In God We Trust

across America.

Connect with Facebook! 

Lea Carawan had a great
interview with OneNewsNow this
week about this Initiative. Read
the article for the full interview! 
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the Declaration of Independence and numerous
other historical documents. However, the religious
underpinnings of our nation also formed the bedrock
principle on which our nation was founded -- that
our rights are given by God and for that very
reason, government cannot take them away.
Eliminating faith from today's public square puts
that core American principle in jeopardy."

Our Proactive Strategy Is Working 

The battle is heating up all across this nation. The

Secular Coalition of America has recently announced they

are joining forces with 11 other organizations to form a

coalition of anti-God groups with the goal of removing

God from every vestige of America's landscape. 

They are trying to establish chapters to target state

governments in order to further their agenda. Sound

familiar? Their mission would attempt to counter our
effects; removing all hope of religious liberty, all
references to God, remove moral law, and all
evidence of our Judeo-Christian heritage at the state
level. 

The opposition must realize our mission is effective
and a real threat to their agenda - that's good news!
Please pray for us and give whatever support you can
to help us continue to launch and support State Prayer

Caucuses. Our strategy partners prayer with legislative
and citizen action - an unstoppable synergy.

The Faith Report

IMPORTANT VIDEO: Congressman J.
Randy Forbes, Co-Chair of the
Congressional Prayer Caucus, on Fox and
Friends Discussing Attacks on Religious
Liberty in the Military. 

CO: Gov. Appeals Anti-National Day of
Prayer Ruling.

Get in Line" or "Resign" Admiral Tells
Military Chaplain. 

Stop Dividing "Worship-Oriented" From
"Service-Oriented," Nearly 150 Religious
Leaders Tell HHS. 

CA: Mt. Soledad Cross Under Fire Again. 

GA: County Causes Church to Go
Underground. 

Gaining Momentum! 
Thanks to your prayers and

support, we continue to make great

headway. In recent days, we have:

Attained and confirmed new
Congressional Advisors,

including Congressman

Allen West.

Established 12 state
prayer caucuses and are in

process of establishing 8

more states. Up from 4

established and 4 in

process last September. 

State Director Placement:
We have begun placing

State Directors to support

Prayer Caucuses and

facilitate the grassroots

strategy to connect

government leaders with

Christian leaders to form a

prayer and communication

network positioned for

action. Pray for one in your

state.

A growing Internet and
social media presence.

Educational Materials
created to mount a visual

and written campaign in

simple and relevant terms,

designed to reverse the lies

and misinformation that are

eroding principles of liberty.

Prayer Support: The

establishment and ongoing

support of hundreds of 219

prayer groups committed to

praying for America.

Launched a nation-wide
campaign to promote

widespread display of our

national motto," In God We

Trust", in our schools and

public buildings"

Click on the image to give a gift
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TX: Pledge And Prayer Are Back In
Meeting. 

OH: Group Calls Mayor's Prayer Lunch
Illegal. 

MO: Missouri to Vote on 'Right to Pray'
Constitutional Amendment. 

Ministry Challenges IRS 'Muzzling' of
Pastors Talking Politics From the Pulpit.

to CPCFoundation - and America. 

Make a donation today and

receive a "In God We Trust"
decal to put up with your American

Flag! 

You can get involved with CPCF

by starting a 219 Prayer Group,

signing up for Prayer Alerts, or

Sign up for our Newsletter.*

Connect on Facebook or Twitter!

Please email Summer if you will

commit to praying for the CPCF

Team and Vision.*

The Congressional Prayer Caucus Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit organization that was formed to support

the call of America back to prayer and faith in God. The Congressional Prayer Caucus Foundation is

committed to preserving our Judeo-Christian heritage as a nation and protecting the religious liberty of all

Americans. 

Become a Member  Make a Donation 

*Images taken from online sources: Prayer Partners, Get Connected, In God We Trust, Did You Know,

Upcoming Events 

If you no longer wish to receive our emails, click the link below:

 Unsubscribe

Congressional Prayer Caucus Foundation, Inc.

524 Johnstown Rd.

Chesapeake, Virginia 23322

United States

(757) 546-2190

24442

https://crm.infusionsoft.com/go/infs/footer_cpcf/html
http://www.star-telegram.com/2012/06/13/4029704/pledge-and-prayer-are-back-at.html
http://www.star-telegram.com/2012/06/13/4029704/pledge-and-prayer-are-back-at.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/06/12/group-calls-mayors-prayer-lunch-illegal.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/06/12/group-calls-mayors-prayer-lunch-illegal.html
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2012-05-23/news/sns-rt-us-usa-pray-missouribre84n02f-20120523_1_prayer-amendment-missouri-house-public-places
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2012-05-23/news/sns-rt-us-usa-pray-missouribre84n02f-20120523_1_prayer-amendment-missouri-house-public-places
http://global.christianpost.com/news/ministry-challenges-irs-muzzling-of-pastors-talking-politics-from-the-pulpit-75802/
http://global.christianpost.com/news/ministry-challenges-irs-muzzling-of-pastors-talking-politics-from-the-pulpit-75802/
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23362/fec8730b02810a7b/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23364/950dedefca63b4a6/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23366/77e2628724f155f7/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23368/9401cba167e64d06/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/2! 3370/62f07376a8b7834c/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
mailto:summer@cpcfoundation.com
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23312/7ea44b47c29d0445/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23314/3eb0d61624b98492/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23316/57a47d45c8455554/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23318/5cf578940d2ccdfa/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23320/3a1ababe7bd660a8/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23322/5fc09873771e15c6/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23324/9681457ad9e594b6/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/linkClick/23326/6e6ba2ad901db8c7/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1
https://cpcf.infusionsoft.com/app/optOut/0/1977fc2df46512c4/1336672/cb66bad07abcfcf1


From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: In Campus Mergers, Big Changes But Questionable Savings
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 8:19:46 AM

Trouble viewing this e-mail? View it in your browser.

Stateline Daily Edition

    
 July 18, 2012 Forward | Subscribe  

Campus Mergers Bring Big Changes but Questionable Savings 
By Ben Wieder, Stateline Staff Writer

Georgia and New Jersey are hoping to build major public research universities
through mergers. Will their plans work? 
Full Story

Report: Without Major Overhauls, State Budget Crises Will Linger 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

A lack of government transparency and a focus on federal budget woes have
masked state budget crisis, leaving them largely unaddressed, according to a
report released Tuesday. Without major change, the report warns, soaring costs
of Medicaid and shrinking tax collections will only worsen the problem. 
Full Story

Best of #StateReads: Illinois Fails to Investigate Abuse and Neglect
in Deaths of Disabled 
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline Staff Writer

This week’s collection of #StateReads looks at the failure of an Illinois agency to
investigate the deaths of disabled patients who suffered from abuse and neglect,
the methods payday lenders use to avoid New York’s usury laws, and the
sudden attention paid by Kentucky mine inspectors toward a mine that had
been closed by the federal government.
Full Story

US: States to use U.S. immigration list for voter purges
Several presidential battleground states are moving quickly to reach agreements
with federal officials to access a U.S. immigration database to purge noncitizens

24443

mailto:editor@stateline.org
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=zT79Q7ttBv3kkAZPXhfffQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=HvxhznccfoFm2hp12QwjAQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=TviiP--4FwYMrzNn6oZMuQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=zCKaEDVGUbSHxMPAmFt5Og
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=_B4Sl4TYjswIjTcxyPohEQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=S7VDyfTnCx4PazZyg6kXEA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=1RfTqntWLRht3BdAZZAEfw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=WQ7gu0z2gTbo8Yj9w2U2OQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=WQ7gu0z2gTbo8Yj9w2U2OQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=kwUnidvpZGdIFAPMQPb4gw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=nLl0RcPKDzwgXHLA_MWXFw


from voter rolls.
Full Story npr.org

FL: Florida prisons to go ahead with health care privatization plan
The Florida Department of Corrections said Tuesday it will move ahead with
plans to privatize all inmate health care for the nation's third-largest prison
system, even after a stalemate in court and the expiration of legislative budget
language that authorized the sweeping change.
Full Story tampabay.com

US: Study finds costs associated with voter IDs
New laws in 10 states requiring voters to show IDs could present serious
challenges to voters without financial resources and transportation, according
to a report released Wednesday.
Full Story washingtonpost.com

TX: Businesses will push Perry to rethink Medicaid expansion
Though Texas Gov. Rick Perry likens the Medicaid expansion to adding people
"to the Titanic," insurer WellPoint is grabbing for a piece of the business it
thinks will grow in that state.
Full Story kaiserhealthnews.org

GA: State changes lethal injection protocol, reschedules execution
Corrections Commissioner Brian Owens on Tuesday said the state will begin
using only one lethal injection drug — the sedative pentobarbital — instead of
three. In doing so, Owens rescheduled Wednesday's planned execution of
Warren Hill until Monday at 7 p.m.
Full Story ajc.com

CA: California’s Madoff investor suit gets N.Y. court review
California Attorney General Kamala Harris’s $270 million lawsuit against an
alleged beneficiary of Bernard Madoff’s Ponzi scheme is set for a court hearing
today in New York, soon after a similar action went unchallenged.
Full Story bloomberg.com

AK: Parnell says no to state-run health insurance exchange
Alaska Gov. Sean Parnell on Tuesday rejected the idea of a state-run health
insurance exchange under the federal health care law, saying "federally
mandated programs should be paid for by federal dollars." 
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Newsletter

Full Story adn.com

MS: Once focus of health law, some in poverty may be left out
Mississippi family's insurance problems could remain if the state decides to
follow Supreme Court's option to decline Medicaid expansion.
Full Story kaiserhealthnews.org

MA: Teen spirit spurs bill to lower voting age
Upset by budget cuts at their high school, a group of teens in the city of Lowell,
Mass., wanted to do more than merely complain about it. They wanted to vote.
Now, their initiative to lower the voting age in Lowell municipal elections to 17
from 18 has gained traction at the Massachusetts State House.
Full Story wsj.com

PA: Atheist's plan to whip the Quran won't be allowed in the Capitol,
official says
Ernest Perce’s planned protest over a proposed state resolution naming 2012
the “Year of Religious Diversity” would probably not make it through the front
door. On Monday, Perce threatened to bring a whip into the Capitol and use it
to desecrate a Quran if the House doesn’t void the resolution by the time it
reconvenes from summer recess in September. The only problem is, if he does
bring a whip, he won’t be allowed in.
Full Story pennlive.com
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Subject: In Case You Missed It: Shopping for health insurance to find a bargain
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 9:14:49 AM

In Case You Missed It

KJRH: Shopping for health insurance
to find a bargain
Business is good for Scott Trizza. He's one of the owners of Old School Bagel Cafe,

but as a small business there are challenges, like providing health insurance. It's a

perk, they can't afford to do. In fact, Trizza doesn't even have health insurance.

"I'm healthy, and I just pay the doctor when I'm there, and it saves me money that

way," said Trizza.

He says he's been to the doctor twice in 20 years.

Trizza's story isn't uncommon. Many Americans opt not to have health insurance, but

a new initiative is working to change that. 

"You can have access to affordable, high-quality health insurance for you and your

family," said Oklahoma's Commissioner of Health Terry Cline, Ph.D.

In about a year and a half, you'll be able to go online and see a list of all the possible

policies you can get. You can think of it as an online market place. Where insurance is

for sale.

"You can go online. You would be able to see what is available. You would be
able to see what those options are. You'd be able to see what the coverage
was. You'd be able to see what the cost was, and you'd be able to compare that
with other plans," said Cline.
It's something the state's been working on since President George W Bush's
administration. In fact, Oklahoma is so ahead of the game it was one of seven
states that received a federal grant to create the insurance market place.
"We're not being forced to do this. We're not following a pack. We're actually leaders

in this field," said Cline.

While Oklahoma was already working on the project, the health care reform that
passed last year requires states to come up with their own market place of
sorts, or the feds will come in and do it for them.
"If we don't do that, then there will be some controls that are, kind of,
implemented for us," said Cline.
As a business man, Trizza says competition is a good thing.

"I like where I can pick the items that I think would benefit me the most, and I would

be willing to pay that for, like you know, insurance against something catastrophic,"

said Trizza.

Plus, he says, it gives his employees choices too.

"They can shop, and it's theirs. They own it. They maintain it," said Trizza. 

After 20 years of not having insurance, this new market place has a new customer.

"I'll shop around. I most definitely will," said Trizza.

24447

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=PRESS
mailto:press@gov.ok.gov
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/state/shopping-for-health-insurance-to-find-a-bargain?CMP=201103_emailshare


The state of Oklahoma is suing the federal government over parts of its mandated

health care reform. 

Officials say the health insurance exchange that the state is working on, shouldn't

factor into it.
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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In Case You Missed It

KJRH: Shopping for health insurance
to find a bargain
Business is good for Scott Trizza. He's one of the owners of Old School Bagel Cafe,

but as a small business there are challenges, like providing health insurance. It's a

perk, they can't afford to do. In fact, Trizza doesn't even have health insurance.

"I'm healthy, and I just pay the doctor when I'm there, and it saves me money that

way," said Trizza.

He says he's been to the doctor twice in 20 years.

Trizza's story isn't uncommon. Many Americans opt not to have health insurance, but

a new initiative is working to change that. 

"You can have access to affordable, high-quality health insurance for you and your

family," said Oklahoma's Commissioner of Health Terry Cline, Ph.D.

In about a year and a half, you'll be able to go online and see a list of all the possible

policies you can get. You can think of it as an online market place. Where insurance is

for sale.

"You can go online. You would be able to see what is available. You would be
able to see what those options are. You'd be able to see what the coverage
was. You'd be able to see what the cost was, and you'd be able to compare that
with other plans," said Cline.
It's something the state's been working on since President George W Bush's
administration. In fact, Oklahoma is so ahead of the game it was one of seven
states that received a federal grant to create the insurance market place.
"We're not being forced to do this. We're not following a pack. We're actually leaders

in this field," said Cline.

While Oklahoma was already working on the project, the health care reform that
passed last year requires states to come up with their own market place of
sorts, or the feds will come in and do it for them.
"If we don't do that, then there will be some controls that are, kind of,
implemented for us," said Cline.
As a business man, Trizza says competition is a good thing.

"I like where I can pick the items that I think would benefit me the most, and I would

be willing to pay that for, like you know, insurance against something catastrophic,"

said Trizza.

Plus, he says, it gives his employees choices too.

"They can shop, and it's theirs. They own it. They maintain it," said Trizza. 

After 20 years of not having insurance, this new market place has a new customer.

"I'll shop around. I most definitely will," said Trizza.
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Indiana Department of Environmental Management E-News Release 
  
For immediate release 
April 18, 2012 
 
New IDEM report details air quality in U.S. cities   
All Indiana cities meet federal air standards 
 
The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) today has released the 
States’ View of the Air – 2012 report on the air quality in counties and cities in the 
United States. Like a report card, IDEM has graded areas on the state of their air quality 
under the federal standards for ozone and fine particles.  
 
Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are two pollutants that pose the greatest 
threat to human health in this country. The United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) establishes health standards that all states follow. The standards 
have become more and more protective in recent years. The data used for the IDEM 
report comes from air monitors used by state government agencies, including IDEM, 
and U.S. EPA to do annual assessments on these pollutants under the most current 
standards.  
 
For each area contained in the report, pollutant concentrations were averaged to 
determine the average quality of the air that people are breathing. Population density 
was factored into the grading system to reflect the greater potential for negative public 
health impacts in areas where many people live and work. The IDEM report also 
includes information about at-risk groups in all states. 
 
All regions of Indiana meet U.S. EPA’s current ozone standard, as well as U.S. EPA’s 
annual and daily standards for fine particles. Under the population weighted average 
used for the States’ View of the Air – 2012 report, areas meeting the federally-based 
air quality standard are given a C. To earn a C, the area must be better than the 
standard by up to 10 percent. Those areas that are better by more than 10 but less than 
20 percent earn a B, and areas better by more than 20 percent receive an A. All Indiana 
counties included in the report received Bs and Cs for ozone, and As and Bs for fine 
particle pollution.  
 
“The States’ View of the Air – 2012 report gives the public an easy-to-understand air 
quality evaluation that is based on U.S. EPA’s actual standards,” said Keith Baugues, 
Assistant Commissioner of IDEM’s Office of Air Quality and author of the report. 
Baugues worked for U.S. EPA for nine years and has authored more than 60 articles on 
air quality published in various trade and technical publications. He joined IDEM in 
2010, where he oversees IDEM’s air permitting, compliance and monitoring programs.  
 
To assess air quality, air monitors are located in urban and rural areas to watch for 
pollutants. Pollutants can be generated locally, from cars and industry, or they can be 
transported to an area on the wind from facilities that can be located hundreds of miles 
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away. Regulations implemented in recent years have significantly reduced pollutants 
from industry. Cleaner fuel and engine standards have significantly reduced harmful 
vehicle emissions, which contribute significantly to the level of pollution that is 
generated locally.  
 
Nationwide, 95.6 percent of counties monitoring for the daily fine particle standard 
received a C or better; 99.5 percent of counties monitoring for the annual fine particle 
standard received a C or better; and 88.1 percent of counties monitoring air quality for 
the ozone standard received a C or better.   
 
The report does not include an analysis of the sources of pollutants for each area. 
“Each area’s grade is affected by the air quality moving into it. There is nothing an area 
can do when an air mass containing high levels of ozone and fine particles is moved in 
by the wind,” explained Baugues. “This is one reason it is not easy to compare air 
quality in different areas of the country.”  
 
“Our air is healthy. Hoosiers can be proud that Indiana has made great progress toward 
cleaner air and achieved the fine particle and ozone standards in all regions of our 
state,” said IDEM Commissioner Thomas Easterly. “As government, industry, 
communities and special interest groups work together to meet future, more stringent air 
quality standards, it’s important for us to have accurate information about air quality. 
The States’ View of the Air – 2012 report provides accurate, understandable 
information.” 
 
The public can find the report on the IDEM website at www.idem.IN.gov. Air monitoring 
information is provided at www.idem.IN.gov/4116.htm. Daily air quality forecasts are 
provided on the SmogWatch website at www.smogwatch.IN.gov.  
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About IDEM 
Established in 1986, IDEM (www.idem.IN.gov) implements federal and state regulations 
regarding the environment. Through compliance assistance, incentive programs and 
educational outreach, the agency encourages and aids businesses and citizens in 
protecting Hoosiers and our environment.  
  

-30- 
  
Media contact: 
Amy Hartsock 
IDEM's Office of Media and Communications Services 
(317) 233-4927 
ahartsoc@idem.IN.gov  
  
This is an automated e-mail messaging system. Do not reply to this message. To 
remove your e-mail address from this system, click on your region at 
www.idem.IN.gov/4523.htm and scroll down to unsubscribe. 
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From: Mike Fogarty
Subject: In The News - CMS
Date: Thursday, December 22, 2011 4:33:41 PM

Hello,

I take great pride in Oklahoma as I’m sure you do also. From time to time, we find news

articles, studies or other pieces that highlight some of our state’s accomplishments or

feature some of our wonderful residents. I would like to take the opportunity to share this

information with you on occasion. Below is the first such piece. It features a wonderful

story about an Oklahoma mother and her child. I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.

I welcome any thoughts or feedback.

 

Sincerely,
Mike Fogarty
CEO, Oklahoma Health Care Authority
______________________________________________
 
Thursday, November 10, 2011

Faces of Medicaid
Kaiser Family Foundation
 

Medicaid, the public program that provides health and long-term care coverage for low-

income individuals and families, covers about 60 million people currently, or 1 in 5

Americans. Medicaid beneficiaries include pregnant women, children and families,

individuals with disabilities, and seniors. During down economies, Medicaid places

pressure on state and federal budgets as the number of people who qualify for the

program grows. Without Medicaid, most of its beneficiaries would be uninsured or lack

coverage for essential care. Although Medicaid reaches many poor Americans, it does not

reach all of them. Under the new health reform law, beginning in 2014, millions of

uninsured, low-income Americans will gain health coverage through a major expansion of

Medicaid

 

·         Read All The Faces Of Medicaid Profiles

·         Read The Oklahoma Profile

 

 
Anthony Burke, 11
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
 

“…I’m just really grateful. The Medicaid SoonerCare program has had a profound effect on
my family.” – Anthony’s mother, Latrita
 

Latrita McFadden noticed from the beginning that her son, Anthony Burke, now age 11,

always walked on his tiptoes. When he began to complain that his knees were hurting, she

tried to get help. Latrita took him from doctor to doctor, but she was advised each time that

Anthony would probably grow out of it and no one referred her to a specialist. Anthony

fared well enough until he started school, where he was taunted about his walk and also

about a speech impairment. “He used to walk around with his head low and just kind of
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avoid everybody,” Latrita reports. Anthony became withdrawn and would not read aloud in

class. His first-grade teacher held him back, saying that he was immature and unable to

speak well enough to rise to second grade.

 

Things changed dramatically for Anthony when, newly covered by SoonerCare

(Oklahoma’s Medicaid program), he received some much-needed care. Latrita took him to

a new primary care doctor, who referred him to a specialist about his walking. That led

them to an orthopedist, who diagnosed Anthony’s shorter-than-normal Achilles’ tendons

and operated on one of his feet (he will need the same surgery on his other foot). Anthony

also began to get speech therapy as well as some counseling.  According to his mother,

“Once he got that surgery and he stopped walking on his toes like he was doing, his self-

confidence skyrocketed.” Shortly after the operation on his foot, Anthony “graduated out” of

speech therapy, and though he continues his exercises on his own, he no longer needs to

see the physical therapist either.

 

Latrita has trouble containing her amazement as she describes a boy who now has the

self-esteem not only to speak, but to serve as junior deacon in his church and run for

student body president. And in a sharp contrast to a few years ago, his fifth-grade teacher

now has him tutoring other students in his class. Anthony didn’t win the school election,

but he says he’s going to run next year and keep on running until he wins. His mother

enjoys the unintended pun, “It’s funny because he says, literally, I’m going to keep on

running… He knows he can run and his feet are working like they’re supposed to work

now.”
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From: Mike Fogarty
Subject: In The News - Medicaid
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 4:25:08 PM

Hello,
The American Medical Association included an Oklahoma reference in their Jan 27 publication,
American Medical News. Please see below.
Mike
 
 

 

 

States maintain or ease access to Medicaid and CHIP
Twenty-nine states lowered cost-sharing, increased eligibility or improved enrollment systems in 2011,

according to a survey.

By DOUG TRAPP, amednews staff. Posted Jan. 27, 2012.

          

Washington -- Despite continued budget pressures on states, far more states eased than
tightened access to Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program in 2011.

Twenty-nine states increased Medicaid or CHIP eligibility, lowered beneficiary cost-
sharing or improved their enrollment procedures in 2011. That's according to a 50-state
survey of state Medicaid programs released Jan. 18 by the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid
and the Uninsured and the Center for Children and Families at Georgetown University. In
contrast, only two states restricted Medicaid or CHIP eligibility last year, and only seven
increased enrollee cost-sharing.

State Medicaid actions were influenced by federal incentives and requirements in the
national health system reform law, according to the survey. For example, the Dept. of Health
and Human Services announced in April 2011 that it would pay 90% of the costs of
developing new or upgrading existing Medicaid eligibility and enrollment systems until 2015.
Eighteen states have received HHS approval for such upgrades, and 11 more have submitted
applications, according to the report.

The health reform law requires states to maintain their Medicaid eligibility levels, standards
and enrollment procedures through at least 2014, with limited exemptions. States that
expanded eligibility were in some cases eligible for additional federal matching funds made
available by the health reform law and the 2009 CHIP reauthorization.

States' upgraded Medicaid enrollment systems should reduce the number of Medicaid-
eligible people who move in and out of the program. Limiting this so-called churn will help
improve research on the effectiveness of Medicaid programs, said Tricia Brooks, a report co-
author and senior fellow at the Center for Children and Families.

"We can't measure the quality of health care and outcomes unless we keep people
continuously enrolled," she said.

Most states accept Medicaid applications electronically, but so far only one -- Oklahoma --
provides an instant or near-instant response to online applications, according to the report.
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Applicants can be deemed eligible, and physicians can begin billing the state for patient care,
even if state offices are closed. The system verifies identities through state birth records and
Social Security Administration records. About three-quarters of the state's Medicaid
population is eligible for electronic renewal. Of those who enroll or renew, 90% do so
without using any paper forms, said Mike Fogarty, CEO of the Oklahoma Health Care
Authority, the state's Medicaid agency.

Planning for Oklahoma's upgraded system, which went live in September 2010, began
before Congress enacted the national health reform law, Fogarty said. The Medicaid
enrollment system also should allow the state's Medicaid program to integrate easily with a
future health insurance exchange, Fogarty said. The system cost several million dollars, but
all but about a half-million of the cost was paid for by federal grants.

"Obviously, for the state, it was a great deal," Fogarty said.

Diane Rowland, ScD, executive director of the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the
Uninsured, said improving states' Medicaid eligibility and enrollment systems is just a first
step to ensuring continuity of care. "Coverage starts with enrollment, but it doesn't end there,"
she said.

The survey is online (www.kff.org/medicaid/briefing-2012-data-50-state-survey-medicaid.cfm).
BACK TO TOP

Copyright 2012 American Medical Association. All rights reserved.
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From: GOVERNING Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Individual Mandate Debated Before the Supreme Court
Date: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 7:27:46 AM

Subscribe to GOVERNING  |  View in Browser

GOVERNING Daily

 

Sponsor: Kronos

GOVERNING MAGAZINE

Read about Portland's
transit struggle, Kansas'
controversial immigration
crusade, the private deals
that cash-strapped cities
are striking, teachers'
skepticism toward
education data, New
Orleans' Latino boom and
more.

Subscribe | Current Issue

POPULAR on GOVERNING.com

1. States Work To Combat Business
Identity Theft
Business records in many states can be edited
by just about anybody, making them an easy
target for scammers.

2. The Evolution of Rhode Island's
Health Insurance Exchange
This is the second in a series of articles about
Rhode Island’s implementation of its health
insurance exchange.

3. Supreme Court Begins Hearings
on Affordable Care Act
The opening day of the Supreme Court’s

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Nation
Individual Mandate Debated Before the Supreme Court

Can the federal government require people to buy health insurance? The two-year

debate finally came before the Supreme Court Tuesday during the second day of oral

arguments on the Affordable Care Act.

GOVERNING | Read More

MORE HEADLINES

LOCAL NEWS
Sanford Police Tried to Charge Zimmerman in Trayvon Martin's Shooting

Detroit Leaders OK Short-Term Fix: Borrow $137M

Pennsylvania Mayors Fight to Keep Local Gun Control

New York City Police Review Board Given New Powers

Record Low Turnout in Arlington County, Virginia Special Election

Nuclear Blast Wouldn't Destroy District of Columbia, Study Finds

Activists Demand Federal Probe of Albuquerque Police

STATE NEWS
Controversial Growth Bill  Passes Maryland Senate

11 California State Parks Saved from Closing

Bill  to Ban Mountaintop Removal Still at Issue in Tennessee

POLITICS NEWS
Christie Wants to Reorganize Higher Education without New Jersey Legislature's

Approval

North Carolina Annexation Law Ruled Unconstitutional

Poll: Scott Walker in Tight Matchup for Recalls

Joe the Plumber's Lawsuit Rejected by Federal Judge

Sen. Orie's 14 Convictions May Force Her Removal from Pennsylvania Senate

TECHNOLOGY NEWS
Laptops Stolen from Romney Staffers

President Obama Joins Pinterest

Hacking from Within: Ex-Wastewater Official Faces Cybercrime Charges

FEDERAL NEWS
Plastic Water Bottle Sales Stopped in More National Parks

Power-Plant Pollution Limits Set for First Time

U.S. Rep. Rangel to Pay Fine for Campaigning from an Apartment

Vote on Highway, Transportation Bill  Delayed in U.S. House
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hearings on the Affordable Care Act made
strange bedfellows: both the law’s opponents
and the federal government argued that the
Court should rule on the individual mandate now.

WHO SAID THAT?

 Unfortunately, our
instincts can be our own worst
enemy."

More Quotes

DAILY DIGIT

Almost $20
The amount of cost savings for every dollar

spent on an HIV-prevention program that

distributes free female condoms in areas of the

District of Columbia that have high HIV rates,

according to a study.

More Digits

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsor: Kronos

Workforce Central Suite Total Economic Impact:

A First Look

This summary of the commissioned Forrester study

identifies significant savings and benefits organizations

can receive when implementing Workforce Central.

Forrester identified a risk-adjusted ROI of 85 percent

along with benefits like increased staff productivity,

reductions in payroll inflation, payroll error, and overtime,

and more. Click here to download this brief.

FROM THE BLOGS

Doing ‘Big Things’ in Government
Government can’t succeed with massive projects? It can, and it does. But there are
some characteristics that are key to successful major endeavors.

Better, Faster, Cheaper | Read more

Do States Have Standing to Challenge the Individual
Mandate?
Several Supreme Court justices raised the question during Monday's hearing...

FedWatch | Read more
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Dana Wolpert
Subject: info for radio this tuesday
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2011 9:39:32 AM

Reid Mullins with KTOK
Tuesday 7:45-7:50. 

Call in a couple of minutes early on 858-1439, backup 840-1000

Topic: health insurance exchanges, education

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From:
To: Governor Info
Subject: information sharing
Date: Sunday, November 25, 2012 11:00:34 PM

Michael McCarthy

Hayward, CA 94541-3311

November 25, 2012

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

 Governor Fallin:

Obamacare’s Federal mandates pose new challenges for the states. Many
states have hired private business consulting firms to figure out how to
set up an insurance exchange that complies with the federal requirements,
while many other states are soliciting proposals from these companies in
anticipation of creating a future exchange.  State governments are paying
private consulting firms big bucks to lay the groundwork for our
nation’s new healthcare bureaucracies. Just because the federal Congress
is stuck on stupid does not mean the state governments have to follow
suit. State governments ought to merge efforts and expenses so that one
consulting firm figures-out and designs a computer design that complies
with the “health insurance exchange” mandate. The exchanges from these
information sharing states will have to share information any way as
people move from state to state. A shared computer design could make the
health exchanges of the sharing states compatible; provide a similar list
of all the various health insurance policies that are authorized to be
bought and sold in those states; link the respective insurance
companies’ websites; and, include a call center, with a toll-free number
where consumers can get their questions answered. Have these computer
design and implementation consultants compete to provide the best product
and the lowest price. Don't re-invent the wheel.

Sincerely,

Michael McCarthy

Michael McCarthy sent this message via Congress.org, which uses the Capwiz
XC system.  Congress.org is a free public service of CQ Roll Call.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    CONTACT:  Jared Young 
          April 14, 2011               Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov 
          Link to Release 

 

INHOFE: CUTS ARE TOO SMALL 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) today voted against the continuing resolution that 
funds the government for the remainder of fiscal year 2011 (FY11).  The measure passed the Senate by a vote 
of 81-19. 
 
“Supporters of this bill tout the $38 billion in cuts as something to be excited about,” said Inhofe.  “But 
these cuts are clearly insufficient when you consider that our annual deficit is $1.65 trillion.  We are 
running a deficit of $4 billion per day.  Obama’s stimulus was $800 billion, and all we can come up with is 
little under $40 billion in cuts? That just doesn’t cut it.” 
 
Inhofe continued, “Spending has exploded by 25 percent over the past two years under President Obama 
and a Democrat controlled Congress, yet we’re really only cutting under 1 percent.  While the bill does 
fund the military for the remainder of the year, it does so at $513 billion, far below what the Department 
of Defense requested. 
 
“I am also disappointed that measures to defund Planned Parenthood, defund Obamacare, and rescind 
the EPA’s authority to regulate greenhouse gases were not included in the overall package.” 
 
In separate Senate votes that required 60 votes for passage, Inhofe did vote for all three of those items.  
Unfortunately, the vote to defund Planned Parenthood fell short 42-58, and the vote to defund Obamacare fell 
short 47-53.  Inhofe lead the effort to stop the EPA’s regulation of GHGs.  Even though 64 senators voted in 
various ways against EPA's cap-and-trade agenda, the Inhofe measure voted on earlier this month fell short 50-
50.     
 
 

### 
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From: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
Subject: INHOFE CALLS OBAMA SPEECH ON IMMIGRATION NOTHING MORE THAN POLITICS
Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2011 3:04:42 PM
Attachments: INHOFE CALLS OBAMA SPEECH ON IMMIGRATION NOTHING MORE THAN POLITICS.doc

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young
May 10, 2011                                                              Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

Link to Release
 

INHOFE CALLS OBAMA SPEECH ON
IMMIGRATION NOTHING MORE THAN

POLITICS
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senator against amnesty
for illegal immigrants, today reacted to President Obama’s El Paso speech on immigration. 
 
“Every American should know that President Obama’s speech on immigration today
was nothing more than pure politics,” said Inhofe.  “If Obama was really serious about
pushing his amnesty agenda, he would have done so in his first two years of office, when
he enjoyed large Democrat majorities in both Houses of Congress. Instead, Obama
chose to spend his political capital elsewhere, namely increasing government spending
and Obamacare. 
 
Inhofe continued, “After promising during his election campaign that he would
aggressively pursue comprehensive immigration reform during his first year in office,
he failed to even broach the subject on Capitol Hill.  Granting amnesty for those who
are here illegally is a slight against those who have stood in line and gone through the
legal process of becoming U.S. citizens.  Our nation is a country of immigrants, but we
are also a nation of laws.  Respect for those laws is an important aspect of how so many
immigrants have been able to have a positive impact on our nation.  What we need is a
border security bill and meaningful immigration enforcement.”
 
Inhofe has long supported immigration reform that makes border security a priority, and has
repeatedly authored legislation that would make English the official language of the United
States.  Inhofe has supported similar legislation in Oklahoma when it was threatened by the
Department of Justice.  In July of last year, he joined the amicus brief supporting Arizona’s
immigration law.  Inhofe has also been an opponent of the DREAM Act. 
 
As evidence that Americans do not support Obama’s amnesty agenda, Inhofe pointed to news
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young

May 10, 2011                                                              Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

Link to Release

INHOFE CALLS OBAMA SPEECH ON IMMIGRATION NOTHING MORE THAN POLITICS

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senator against amnesty for illegal immigrants, today reacted to President Obama’s El Paso speech on immigration.  


“Every American should know that President Obama’s speech on immigration today was nothing more than pure politics,” said Inhofe.  “If Obama was really serious about pushing his amnesty agenda, he would have done so in his first two years of office, when he enjoyed large Democrat majorities in both Houses of Congress. Instead, Obama chose to spend his political capital elsewhere, namely increasing government spending and Obamacare.  


Inhofe continued, “After promising during his election campaign that he would aggressively pursue comprehensive immigration reform during his first year in office, he failed to even broach the subject on Capitol Hill.  Granting amnesty for those who are here illegally is a slight against those who have stood in line and gone through the legal process of becoming U.S. citizens.  Our nation is a country of immigrants, but we are also a nation of laws.  Respect for those laws is an important aspect of how so many immigrants have been able to have a positive impact on our nation.  What we need is a border security bill and meaningful immigration enforcement.”

Inhofe has long supported immigration reform that makes border security a priority, and has repeatedly authored legislation that would make English the official language of the United States.  Inhofe has supported similar legislation in Oklahoma when it was threatened by the Department of Justice.  In July of last year, he joined the amicus brief supporting Arizona’s immigration law.  Inhofe has also been an opponent of the DREAM Act.  

As evidence that Americans do not support Obama’s amnesty agenda, Inhofe pointed to news reports that Arizona is raising money to build the fence on its own.


According to today’s New York Times, 67 percent of Latino voters sided with Obama in 2008. This support gradually eroded over the course of his first year and a half in office, so last summer Obama gave an impassioned speech on the need for reform at American University.  The speech was nothing more than words intended to appease Latino voters ahead of the 2010 election season. Today’s speech was more of the same.  


###




reports that Arizona is raising money to build the fence on its own.
 
According to today’s New York Times, 67 percent of Latino voters sided with Obama in
2008. This support gradually eroded over the course of his first year and a half in office, so
last summer Obama gave an impassioned speech on the need for reform at American
University.  The speech was nothing more than words intended to appease Latino voters
ahead of the 2010 election season. Today’s speech was more of the same. 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young 
May 10, 2011                                                              Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov 
Link to Release 
 

INHOFE CALLS OBAMA SPEECH ON 
IMMIGRATION NOTHING MORE THAN POLITICS 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senator against amnesty for 
illegal immigrants, today reacted to President Obama’s El Paso speech on immigration.   
 
“Every American should know that President Obama’s speech on immigration today was 
nothing more than pure politics,” said Inhofe.  “If Obama was really serious about pushing 
his amnesty agenda, he would have done so in his first two years of office, when he enjoyed 
large Democrat majorities in both Houses of Congress. Instead, Obama chose to spend his 
political capital elsewhere, namely increasing government spending and Obamacare.   
 
Inhofe continued, “After promising during his election campaign that he would aggressively 
pursue comprehensive immigration reform during his first year in office, he failed to even 
broach the subject on Capitol Hill.  Granting amnesty for those who are here illegally is a 
slight against those who have stood in line and gone through the legal process of becoming 
U.S. citizens.  Our nation is a country of immigrants, but we are also a nation of laws.  
Respect for those laws is an important aspect of how so many immigrants have been able to 
have a positive impact on our nation.  What we need is a border security bill and 
meaningful immigration enforcement.” 
 
Inhofe has long supported immigration reform that makes border security a priority, and has 
repeatedly authored legislation that would make English the official language of the United 
States.  Inhofe has supported similar legislation in Oklahoma when it was threatened by the 
Department of Justice.  In July of last year, he joined the amicus brief supporting Arizona’s 
immigration law.  Inhofe has also been an opponent of the DREAM Act.   
 
As evidence that Americans do not support Obama’s amnesty agenda, Inhofe pointed to news 
reports that Arizona is raising money to build the fence on its own. 
 
According to today’s New York Times, 67 percent of Latino voters sided with Obama in 2008. 
This support gradually eroded over the course of his first year and a half in office, so last 
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summer Obama gave an impassioned speech on the need for reform at American University.  
The speech was nothing more than words intended to appease Latino voters ahead of the 2010 
election season. Today’s speech was more of the same.   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                    CONTACT:  Jared Young 

     June 28, 2012                                                                     Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov 
 

LINK TO RELEASE 
 

INHOFE DISAPPOINTED WITH SUPREME COURT 
RULING ON OBAMACARE 

Law Costs Too Much in Jobs, Taxes and Debt 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senate conservative who has long opposed 
Obamacare today reacted to the Supreme Court’s 5-4 ruling that upholds the constitutionality of President 
Obama’s signature legislative item. 
 
“I am disappointed that the court has upheld the individual mandate as a tax,” said Inhofe.  “By ruling it 
a tax, I suspect that this issue will come up again in 2015 when that portion of the law goes into effect.  In 
the meantime, even though President Obama said in 2009 that this is ‘absolutely not a tax increase,’ it 
turns out that Obama and the Democrats have levied an enormous tax increase on the middle and lower 
classes.  The individual mandate will cost Americans the greater of a per-person flat fee or percentage of 
the household’s income.  The flat fee is up to $695, and the income percentage is up to 2.5 percent.  That 
is just not workable for most families.   
 
“Aspects of the measure have infringed upon religious rights, cost our economy jobs, and will add to our 
skyrocketing federal debt.  Despite promising to bring health care costs down, the Congressional Budget 
Office projects that costs will continue to rise and more people will become dependent upon the federal 
government for their health care coverage.  This law increases premiums for families by $2,100 per year, 
and will put one in six hospitals in the red because of cuts to Medicare, jeopardizing access to treatment.  
In addition to the $52 billion in tax penalties on employers, this law will mean 800,000 fewer jobs at a 
time when unemployment has been at 8 percent or higher for 40 straight months.”   
 
Inhofe continued, “In short, Obamacare costs too much in the form of lost rights, lost jobs, higher taxes, 
and increased debt.  I will join with my colleagues to repeal this law and pursue sensible healthcare 
reform.” 
 
In March, Inhofe joined with Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt to speak out against the law at the 
conclusion of the Supreme Court’s third day of hearing arguments.   
 
In January, Inhofe filed an amicus brief with the Supreme Court urging the court to strike down the law. 
 

### 
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From: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
Subject: INHOFE JOINS GOP COLLEAGUES IN ATTEMPT TO BLOCK OBAMACARE
Date: Friday, February 04, 2011 4:03:16 PM
Attachments: INHOFE JOINS GOP COLLEAGUES IN ATTEMPT TO BLOCK OBAMACARE.docx

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young
February 4, 2011                                                        Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

Link to Release

 
INHOFE JOINS GOP COLLEAGUES IN
ATTEMPT TO BLOCK OBAMACARE

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - After an attempt to repeal Obamacare failed in the U.S. Senate along a party-
line vote of 47-51, U.S. Sen.. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading opponent of socialized medicine, joined
U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-Texas) in introducing S. 281, the Save our States Act. This new
legislation would place a moratorium on any further implementation of the health care bill until a
resolution in the pending lawsuits across the nation has been reached.

“Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate failed to join the U.S. House in repealing Obamacare,” said
Inhofe. “As Democrats continue to ignore the wishes of the American people in repealing and
replacing the unpopular takeover of our healthcare system, Congress must act to protect the
Constitutional rights of both individuals and states.”

Inhofe continued, “Following the decision by Judge Vinson that ruled Obamacare
unconstitutional, my republican colleagues and I introduced S. 281, the Save our States Act. This
legislation will delay implementation of Obamacare until a final resolution is reached within the
court system. With this, it will protect states and citizens from being forced to comply with a
Federal law that has been rightly ruled unconstitutional.”
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:				CONTACT:  Jared Young

 February 4, 2011					Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

	         Link to Release



INHOFE JOINS GOP COLLEAGUES IN ATTEMPT TO BLOCK OBAMACARE



WASHINGTON, D.C. - After an attempt to repeal Obamacare failed in the U.S. Senate along a party-line vote of 47-51, U.S. Sen.. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading opponent of socialized medicine, joined U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-Texas) in introducing S. 281, the Save our States Act. This new legislation would place a moratorium on any further implementation of the health care bill until a resolution in the pending lawsuits across the nation has been reached.

“Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate failed to join the U.S. House in repealing Obamacare,” said Inhofe. “As Democrats continue to ignore the wishes of the American people in repealing and replacing the unpopular takeover of our healthcare system, Congress must act to protect the Constitutional rights of both individuals and states.”

Inhofe continued, “Following the decision by Judge Vinson that ruled Obamacare unconstitutional, my republican colleagues and I introduced S. 281, the Save our States Act. This legislation will delay implementation of Obamacare until a final resolution is reached within the court system. With this, it will protect states and citizens from being forced to comply with a Federal law that has been rightly ruled unconstitutional.”



###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:    CONTACT:  Jared Young 
 February 4, 2011     Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov 

          Link to Release 

 
INHOFE JOINS GOP COLLEAGUES IN ATTEMPT TO 

BLOCK OBAMACARE 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - After an attempt to repeal Obamacare failed in the U.S. Senate along a party-line vote of 47-51, 
U.S. Sen.. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading opponent of socialized medicine, joined U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson (R-
Texas) in introducing S. 281, the Save our States Act. This new legislation would place a moratorium on any further 
implementation of the health care bill until a resolution in the pending lawsuits across the nation has been reached. 
 
“Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate failed to join the U.S. House in repealing Obamacare,” said Inhofe. “As Democrats 
continue to ignore the wishes of the American people in repealing and replacing the unpopular takeover of our 
healthcare system, Congress must act to protect the Constitutional rights of both individuals and states.” 
 
Inhofe continued, “Following the decision by Judge Vinson that ruled Obamacare unconstitutional, my republican 
colleagues and I introduced S. 281, the Save our States Act. This legislation will delay implementation of Obamacare 
until a final resolution is reached within the court system. With this, it will protect states and citizens from being 
forced to comply with a Federal law that has been rightly ruled unconstitutional.” 
 

### 
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From: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
Subject: INHOFE MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF OBAMACARE WITH CRITICISM
Date: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:53:55 AM
Attachments: INHOFE MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF OBAMACARE WITH CRITICISM.docx

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young
March 23, 2011                                                           Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

Link to Release
 

INHOFE MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF
OBAMACARE WITH CRITICISM

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), an outspoken opponent of
Obamacare, today marked the one year anniversary of the measure’s enactment with
continued criticism.
 
“Since President Obama signed the so-called health care reform bill into law, it has
miserably failed American families and businesses,” Inhofe said.  “Even though only a
handful of the law’s provisions have been implemented, it has already resulted in higher
costs and loss of current coverage.  Many who previously supported the measure have
even turned critical.  Under Obamacare, seniors face an uncertain future with the
reduction of Medicare Advantage enrollment, parents are unable to purchase child-only
insurance policies in 19 states, and individual insurance premiums are set to increase
over $2,000.  It places large financial burdens on states during a time when most of
them are facing budget shortfalls, and Oklahoma is not exempted from this hardship. 
Taxpayers in the state are expected to pay over $440.5 million for Obamacare in coming
years. Working with my colleagues, I will continue to pursue and support avenues for
repealing and replacing this law.  In the meantime, I remain hopeful that lawsuits
challenging the law’s Constitutionality, such as the one currently being pursued for the
state of Oklahoma by Attorney General Scott Pruitt, will be successful in stopping the
liberal push towards socialized medicine.”
 
How Obamacare Hurts Oklahoma
Ø  Roughly 46 percent of current Medicare Advantage enrollees will lose their plan by

2017. For those able to keep their plan, they will see a cut of $3,140 in services.
These cuts will disproportionally affect low-income seniors and disabled
beneficiaries.

Ø  Oklahoma is a low-supply state for primary care physicians, with less than 11.5
primary care physicians for every 10,000 people. As a result of Obamacare, the
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:				CONTACT:  Jared Young

	         March 23, 2011					Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

	         Link to Release



INHOFE MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF OBAMACARE WITH CRITICISM



WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), an outspoken opponent of Obamacare, today marked the one year anniversary of the measure’s enactment with continued criticism. 



“Since President Obama signed the so-called health care reform bill into law, it has miserably failed American families and businesses,” Inhofe said.  “Even though only a handful of the law’s provisions have been implemented, it has already resulted in higher costs and loss of current coverage.  Many who previously supported the measure have even turned critical.  Under Obamacare, seniors face an uncertain future with the reduction of Medicare Advantage enrollment, parents are unable to purchase child-only insurance policies in 19 states, and individual insurance premiums are set to increase over $2,000.  It places large financial burdens on states during a time when most of them are facing budget shortfalls, and Oklahoma is not exempted from this hardship.  Taxpayers in the state are expected to pay over $440.5 million for Obamacare in coming years. Working with my colleagues, I will continue to pursue and support avenues for repealing and replacing this law.  In the meantime, I remain hopeful that lawsuits challenging the law’s Constitutionality, such as the one currently being pursued for the state of Oklahoma by Attorney General Scott Pruitt, will be successful in stopping the liberal push towards socialized medicine.”



How Obamacare Hurts Oklahoma

1. Roughly 46 percent of current Medicare Advantage enrollees will lose their plan by 2017. For those able to keep their plan, they will see a cut of $3,140 in services. These cuts will disproportionally affect low-income seniors and disabled beneficiaries.

1. Oklahoma is a low-supply state for primary care physicians, with less than 11.5 primary care physicians for every 10,000 people. As a result of Obamacare, the percentage increase in Medicaid enrollment will be almost four times greater than the percent increase in primary care physicians.

1. Only 26.2 percent of small businesses are eligible for small business tax credits in Obamacare. 

1. Since February 1, only 190 Oklahomans have enrolled in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan that began last September.



Additional Obamacare Facts

1. There are 30 states suing to block the law from taking effect, or requesting waivers from its requirements.

1. The Obama administration itself estimates 51 percentage of American workers who will lose their current health coverage by 2013.

1. The IRS has requested 1,270 new bureaucrats requested to implement the law this year.

1. As of March 14, 2011, the Obama administration has issued 6,578 pages of new regulations to implement the law.

1. According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), provisions of Obamacare result in an 800,000 person reduction in the American labor force.

1. So far, there have been 1,040 waiver granted, exempting over 2 million individuals from the law’s insurance mandates; nearly half of whom participate in union plans.



###
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percentage increase in Medicaid enrollment will be almost four times greater than the
percent increase in primary care physicians.

Ø  Only 26.2 percent of small businesses are eligible for small business tax credits in
Obamacare.

Ø  Since February 1, only 190 Oklahomans have enrolled in the Pre-Existing Condition
Insurance Plan that began last September.

 
Additional Obamacare Facts
Ø  There are 30 states suing to block the law from taking effect, or requesting waivers

from its requirements.
Ø  The Obama administration itself estimates 51 percentage of American workers who

will lose their current health coverage by 2013.
Ø  The IRS has requested 1,270 new bureaucrats requested to implement the law this year.
Ø  As of March 14, 2011, the Obama administration has issued 6,578 pages of new

regulations to implement the law.
Ø  According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), provisions of Obamacare result

in an 800,000 person reduction in the American labor force.
Ø  So far, there have been 1,040 waiver granted, exempting over 2 million individuals

from the law’s insurance mandates; nearly half of whom participate in union plans.
 

###
 

24471



From: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
To: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
Subject: INHOFE ON OBAMACARE RULING
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:50:07 AM
Attachments: INHOFE DISAPPOINTED WITH SCOTUS OBAMACARE RULING.doc

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                    CONTACT:  Jared Young

     June 28, 2012                                                                     Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov
 

LINK TO RELEASE
 

INHOFE DISAPPOINTED WITH SUPREME
COURT RULING ON OBAMACARE
Law Costs Too Much in Jobs, Taxes and Debt

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senate conservative who
has long opposed Obamacare today reacted to the Supreme Court’s 5-4 ruling that upholds
the constitutionality of President Obama’s signature legislative item.
 
“I am disappointed that the court has upheld the individual mandate as a tax,” said
Inhofe.  “By ruling it a tax, I suspect that this issue will come up again in 2015 when that
portion of the law goes into effect.  In the meantime, even though President Obama said
in 2009 that this is ‘absolutely not a tax increase,’ it turns out that Obama and the
Democrats have levied an enormous tax increase on the middle and lower classes.  The
individual mandate will cost Americans the greater of a per-person flat fee or
percentage of the household’s income.  The flat fee is up to $695, and the income
percentage is up to 2.5 percent.  That is just not workable for most families. 
 
“Aspects of the measure have infringed upon religious rights, cost our economy jobs,
and will add to our skyrocketing federal debt.  Despite promising to bring health care
costs down, the Congressional Budget Office projects that costs will continue to rise and
more people will become dependent upon the federal government for their health care
coverage.  This law increases premiums for families by $2,100 per year, and will put one
in six hospitals in the red because of cuts to Medicare, jeopardizing access to treatment. 
In addition to the $52 billion in tax penalties on employers, this law will mean 800,000
fewer jobs at a time when unemployment has been at 8 percent or higher for 40 straight
months.” 
 

24472

mailto:PressOffice_Inhofe@inhofe.senate.gov
mailto:PressOffice_Inhofe@inhofe.senate.gov
mailto:Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov
http://inhofe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=33c5d205-ed6c-662e-a08b-5208580874e7
http://inhofe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=CF94D0D9-B65B-05E7-452E-BF1D21DD4E8A
http://inhofe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.ColumnsOpEds&ContentRecord_id=775ACE70-D80C-0EB3-516F-F02ADAA84A76
http://inhofe.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=3BDD2253-D9A8-B355-69C8-5C7164F478EB



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                                    CONTACT:  Jared Young


     June 28, 2012                                                                     Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

LINK TO RELEASE

INHOFE DISAPPOINTED WITH SUPREME COURT RULING ON OBAMACARE

Law Costs Too Much in Jobs, Taxes and Debt


WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senate conservative who has long opposed Obamacare today reacted to the Supreme Court’s 5-4 ruling that upholds the constitutionality of President Obama’s signature legislative item.


“I am disappointed that the court has upheld the individual mandate as a tax,” said Inhofe.  “By ruling it a tax, I suspect that this issue will come up again in 2015 when that portion of the law goes into effect.  In the meantime, even though President Obama said in 2009 that this is ‘absolutely not a tax increase,’ it turns out that Obama and the Democrats have levied an enormous tax increase on the middle and lower classes.  The individual mandate will cost Americans the greater of a per-person flat fee or percentage of the household’s income.  The flat fee is up to $695, and the income percentage is up to 2.5 percent.  That is just not workable for most families.  

“Aspects of the measure have infringed upon religious rights, cost our economy jobs, and will add to our skyrocketing federal debt.  Despite promising to bring health care costs down, the Congressional Budget Office projects that costs will continue to rise and more people will become dependent upon the federal government for their health care coverage.  This law increases premiums for families by $2,100 per year, and will put one in six hospitals in the red because of cuts to Medicare, jeopardizing access to treatment.  In addition to the $52 billion in tax penalties on employers, this law will mean 800,000 fewer jobs at a time when unemployment has been at 8 percent or higher for 40 straight months.”  

Inhofe continued, “In short, Obamacare costs too much in the form of lost rights, lost jobs, higher taxes, and increased debt.  I will join with my colleagues to repeal this law and pursue sensible healthcare reform.”

In March, Inhofe joined with Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt to speak out against the law at the conclusion of the Supreme Court’s third day of hearing arguments.  

In January, Inhofe filed an amicus brief with the Supreme Court urging the court to strike down the law.


###




Inhofe continued, “In short, Obamacare costs too much in the form of lost rights, lost
jobs, higher taxes, and increased debt.  I will join with my colleagues to repeal this law
and pursue sensible healthcare reform.”
 
In March, Inhofe joined with Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt to speak out against the
law at the conclusion of the Supreme Court’s third day of hearing arguments. 
 
In January, Inhofe filed an amicus brief with the Supreme Court urging the court to strike
down the law.
 

###
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From: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
Subject: INHOFE SUPPORTS 1099 REPEAL
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2011 12:13:13 PM
Attachments: INHOFE SUPPORTS 1099 REPEAL.docx

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young

          April 5, 2011                                                                         
Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

Link to Release
 

INHOFE SUPPORTS 1099 REPEAL
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senate conservative,
today made the following statement after supporting a measure to repeal Obamacare’s
unpopular 1099 tax reporting requirement provision. This measure passed the U.S. Senate by
a vote of 87-12 and now goes to President Obama for his signature:
 
“Today is a victory for Americans and small businesses across the nation. Without this
repeal, this widely unpopular provision would require businesses to file a Form 1099 for
any purchases that total over $600. The impact of this heavy burden would be felt by all
businesses in the U.S, especially by small businesses, and would overload the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) with more data and paperwork than they could handle.  As an
ardent opponent of Obamacare, I am dedicated to repealing and replacing Obamacare
and its provisions that cause further unneeded government intrusion.”
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:				CONTACT:  Jared Young

	         April 5, 2011						         Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

	         Link to Release



INHOFE SUPPORTS 1099 REPEAL



WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), a leading Senate conservative, today made the following statement after supporting a measure to repeal Obamacare’s unpopular 1099 tax reporting requirement provision. This measure passed the U.S. Senate by a vote of 87-12 and now goes to President Obama for his signature:



“Today is a victory for Americans and small businesses across the nation. Without this repeal, this widely unpopular provision would require businesses to file a Form 1099 for any purchases that total over $600. The impact of this heavy burden would be felt by all businesses in the U.S, especially by small businesses, and would overload the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) with more data and paperwork than they could handle.  As an ardent opponent of Obamacare, I am dedicated to repealing and replacing Obamacare and its provisions that cause further unneeded government intrusion.”





###
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From: Inhofe, PressOffice (Inhofe)
Subject: INHOFE: CUTS ARE TOO SMALL
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2011 5:09:52 PM
Attachments: INHOFE - CUTS ARE TOO SMALL.docx

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                            CONTACT:  Jared Young

April 14, 2011                                                                       
Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

Link to Release
 

INHOFE: CUTS ARE TOO SMALL
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) today voted against the continuing
resolution that funds the government for the remainder of fiscal year 2011 (FY11).  The
measure passed the Senate by a vote of 81-19.
 
“Supporters of this bill tout the $38 billion in cuts as something to be excited about,”
said Inhofe.  “But these cuts are clearly insufficient when you consider that our annual
deficit is $1.65 trillion.  We are running a deficit of $4 billion per day.  Obama’s
stimulus was $800 billion, and all we can come up with is little under $40 billion in cuts?
That just doesn’t cut it.”
 
Inhofe continued, “Spending has exploded by 25 percent over the past two years under
President Obama and a Democrat controlled Congress, yet we’re really only cutting
under 1 percent.  While the bill does fund the military for the remainder of the year, it
does so at $513 billion, far below what the Department of Defense requested.
 
“I am also disappointed that measures to defund Planned Parenthood, defund
Obamacare, and rescind the EPA’s authority to regulate greenhouse gases were not
included in the overall package.”
 
In separate Senate votes that required 60 votes for passage, Inhofe did vote for all three of
those items.  Unfortunately, the vote to defund Planned Parenthood fell short 42-58, and the
vote to defund Obamacare fell short 47-53.  Inhofe lead the effort to stop the EPA’s
regulation of GHGs.  Even though 64 senators voted in various ways against EPA's cap-and-
trade agenda, the Inhofe measure voted on earlier this month fell short 50-50.    
 
 

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:				CONTACT:  Jared Young

	         April 14, 2011						         Jared_Young@Inhofe.Senate.Gov

	         Link to Release



INHOFE: CUTS ARE TOO SMALL



WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) today voted against the continuing resolution that funds the government for the remainder of fiscal year 2011 (FY11).  The measure passed the Senate by a vote of 81-19.



“Supporters of this bill tout the $38 billion in cuts as something to be excited about,” said Inhofe.  “But these cuts are clearly insufficient when you consider that our annual deficit is $1.65 trillion.  We are running a deficit of $4 billion per day.  Obama’s stimulus was $800 billion, and all we can come up with is little under $40 billion in cuts? That just doesn’t cut it.”



Inhofe continued, “Spending has exploded by 25 percent over the past two years under President Obama and a Democrat controlled Congress, yet we’re really only cutting under 1 percent.  While the bill does fund the military for the remainder of the year, it does so at $513 billion, far below what the Department of Defense requested.



“I am also disappointed that measures to defund Planned Parenthood, defund Obamacare, and rescind the EPA’s authority to regulate greenhouse gases were not included in the overall package.”



In separate Senate votes that required 60 votes for passage, Inhofe did vote for all three of those items.  Unfortunately, the vote to defund Planned Parenthood fell short 42-58, and the vote to defund Obamacare fell short 47-53.  Inhofe lead the effort to stop the EPA’s regulation of GHGs.  Even though 64 senators voted in various ways against EPA's cap-and-trade agenda, the Inhofe measure voted on earlier this month fell short 50-50.    





###
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DEPARTlVJENT 
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r bl r ct: 

imeline f r lmple entation . 

Commissioner Kim Holland 
Oklahoma Insurance Department 
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Effective Upon Enactment 

• HHS Review of "Unreasonable" Premium Increases 

• State Consumer Assistance/Ombudsman Offices 

• Impose 1 Oo/o Tax on Indoor Tanning Services 
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IOKLAHOIVIA 
NSURANCE 

DEPARTJ\11£.NT 

E ective Upon Enactment 
• Coverage for Children with Preexisting Conditions 

- Prohibits plans from imposing Pre-X conditions on children < 19 

• Limit Deductibility of Executive Compensation to $SOOK 

• Tax Credits for Small Business 
- Employers with 25 or fewer employees and annual wages < $50klyr 

- Tax credit up to 35o/o of employer's contribution to employees' 
premium IF employer contributes at least 50°/o of premium costs. 

• Tax credit phased out as# of employees and annual wages increase 

- Standards developed by Treasury 
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IOKLl\.HOMA 
NSURANCE 

D E P A R T !VI E N T 

E ective 60 Days After Enactment 

• Health and Human Services Web Site 
- Develop standard format for presenting coverage options 
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I~~bi:t~~~ 
DEPARTMENT 

Effective 90 Days After Enactment 

• Temporary High Risk Pool Funds 
- Provides $5 Billion to states to pay claims for individuals with Pre-X 

who have been without coverage for at least 6 months 

- Premium Required - 100°/o of Standard Risk Rate 

- States may default to federal government 

• Temporary Reinsurance Program for Early Retirees 
- Reimburses employers who provide coverage for retirees age 55-64 

who are not yet eligible for Medicare for 80°/o of retiree claims 
between $15,000 and $90,000 
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IOKLi\.HOMA 
NSURANCE 

DEPARTl\'lENT 

Effective 6 onths After Enactment 
• Coverage for Preventive Services 

- Requires plans to provide coverage without cost sharing for: 
• Preventive services, Immunizations recommended by CDC, and 

preventive screenings for infants, children, adolescents & women 

• Prohibition Against Unwarranted Recissions 
- Except in case of fraud/intentional misrepresentation of material fact 

• Prohibition of Lifetime Dollar Limits 
- Applies to plans on their first renewal date after September 23. 2010 
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I~~bi~~~~ 
DEPARTMENT 

Effective 6 onths After Enactment 

• Prohibit Preauthorization Requirement for Emergencies 
- Prohibits insurers from requiring "preauthorization" for straying outside 

provider network for emergency services · 

• Adult Dependent Coverage 
- Requires plans that provide dependent coverage to extend coverage 

to adult children up to age 26 
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IOKLi\HOMA 
NSURANCE 

DEPARTMENT 

E ective December 31, 2010 

• Transparency of Medical Loss Ratios 
- Requires insurers to report proportion of premium dollars spent on 

clinical services, quality and other costs 

- Requires insurers to make report public on their Web site 
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!OKLAHOMA 
NSURANCE 

D E P A R T l'Vl E N T 

• Rebates for Excess Medical Loss Ratios 
- Require insurers to provide rebates to consumers if medical loss ratios 

below 85o/o in large group market and 80% in small group and 
individual markets 

• Prohibit OTC Drugs from Being Reimbursed through 
HSA/FSAs 

• Long-Term Care (CLASS Act) 
- Program for purchasing long-term care insurance 

- Financed through voluntary tax deductions 

24484



I~~ti~~~~ 
DEPARTIVIENT 

Effective 2013 
• Deductibility of Unreimbursed Medical Expenses 

- Increase threshold for itemized deduction from 7.5°/o of 
adjusted gross income to 1 Oo/o of adjusted gross income 

• Flexible Spending Account Contributions 
- Limited to $2,500/year 

- Effective for 2013 tax year 
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Effective 2014 
• Individual Mandate 

Penalty for Noncompliance: 
• Greater of $695/yr (3X that $for family) OR 2.5o/o of household income 

- $95 in 2014 (or 1% taxable income) 

- $325 in 2015 (or 2% taxable income) 

- $695 in 2016 (or 2.5% taxable income) 

• After 2016, penalty will be increased at COLA rate 

• Individual Incentives 
Advanceable Premium Credits 

• Available for those making between 133-400°/o FPL 

Cost-sharing Subsidies 
• Available for those making between 100-400% FPL 

• Native Americans <300'% FPL- No cost sharing (Approx. 8°/o of Population) 

• Available only for Exchange purposes 
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IOKLAHOIVIA 
NSURANCE 

DEPARTMENT 

Effective 2014 
• Employer Mandate 

- Employers with 50+ employees must offer coverage or face a penalty 

- Penalty for Noncompliance: 
• Lesser of $3,000 for each employee who receives a premium credit OR 

$750 per each full-time employee total 

• Employer Incentives 
- Small Business Tax Credits 
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Effective 2014 
• State-Based Exchanges 

- Would allow individuals and small businesses with up to 100 
employees to purchase coverage 

- Beginning in 2017, businesses with more than 100 employees would 
be allowed to purchase coverage 

• Rating Standards 
- Allow rating based only on: 

• age(3:1 ratio) 
• premium rating area 
• family composition 
• tobacco use (1.5:1 ratio) 

- Standards developed by HHS, NAIC 
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• Benefit Design 
- Qualified plans sold in exchange must include "essential" benefits 

• Hospitalization, outpatient/clinic services, physician care, 
services/equipment/supplies, RX, mental health/substance abuse, certain 
preventive services, maternity, well-baby/child, prosthetics, etc. 

- Plan must cover at least 60°/o of actuarial value of benefits 

- ALL PLANS (except grandfathered plans) offered in OR outside 
exchange MUST include at a minimum the "essential" benefits 
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IO KL AH 0 1\11 A 
NSURANCE 

DEPARTlVIENT 

• Benefit Tiers 
Bronze 

Effective 2014 

• "Essential" benefits + covers 60°/o of benefit costs of plan, limit out of pocket 
spending to current HSA limits ($5,950 for individuals; $11,900 for families) 

Silver 
• "Essential" benefits + covers 70o/o of benefit costs of plan, limit out of pocket 

spending to current HSA limits 

Gold 
• "Essential" benefits + covers aoc'lo of benefit costs of plan, limit out of pocket 

spending to current HSA limits 

Platinum 
• "Essential" benefits+ covers 90% of benefit costs of plan, limit out of pocket 

spending to current HSA limits 

Catastrophe 
• Available to those under 30 or those exempt from mandate 

24490



IOKLAHOlVIA 
NSURANCE 

DEPARTl\/iENT 

Effective 2014 
• Guarantee Issue & Renewability 

- Standards developed by HHS 

• Prohibition of Excessive Waiting Periods 
- Group plans may not impose waiting periods that exceed 90 days 

• Prohibition of Annual Dollar Limits on Plans 

• Reinsurance Pool for High Dollar Claims 

• Establishment of National Prevention, Health Promotion and 
Public Health Council 
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IRr~ti~Rr~~ 
DEPART!VlENT 

• Multi-State Health Insurance Compacts 
- Allow two or more states to enter compacts allowing individual 

plans to be offered in all compacting states 

- Plan would be subject to the laws and regulation of the state in 
which it was written 

• Tax on "Cadillac" Employer Sponsored Plans 
- Excise tax on insurers of employer sponsored health plans with 

aggregate values that exceed $10,200 for individual and 
$27 ,500 for family 
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hank you for participating. 

Commissioner Kim Holland 
Oklahoma Insurance Department 
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

, } ' 

". 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor of Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

November 9, 2012 

Over the past !wo years, we have worked together as many of you begiin building yo1ir new 
health insurance marketplaces. The hard work you have engaged ii1 has laid the foundation for 
providing access to quality affordable coverage for millions of Americans. Consumers in all 
fifty states and the District of Columbia will have access to insurance through these new 
marketplaces on January I, 2014, as scheduled, with no delays. 

This Administration is committed to providing significant flexibility for building a marketplace 
that best meets your state's needs. We intend to issue further guidance to assist you in the very 
near future. Funding is now available to you no matter where you are in the process of 
establishing an Exchange and no matter whether you plan to run your own Exchange, partner 
with another state, or work with the federal government. In response to your request, we 
previously announced that states have until the end of2014 to apply for these federal funds and 
have the flexibility to use such funds both for building Exchanges and for associated start-up 
costs provided that a state's Exchange is not yet selt~sustaining. The next application deadline 
for Level 1 and Level 2 Exchange establishment grants is November 15, 2012. I encourage you 
to take advantage of these additional resources. 

As the date approaches for submission of your Blueprint for Approval of State-based and State 
Partnership Exchanges, we have heard from many states that additional time would allow you to 
submit a more comprehensive, complete Blueprint application for your Exchange. 

The deadline for a Declaration Letter for a State-based Exchange remains Friday, November 16, 
2012. However, t0day, in order to continue to provide you with appropriate technical suppo11 if 
you are pursuing a State-based Exchange, HHS is extending the deadline for State-based 
Exchange Blueprint application submissions to Friday, December 14, 2012. HHS will approve 
or conditionally approve the State-based Exchanges for 2014 by the statutory deadline of January 
1, 2013. 

Additionally, if you are pursuing a State Partnership Exchange, we will accept Declaration 
Letters and Blueprint Applications and make approval determinations for State Partnership 
Exchanges on a rolling basis. The final deadline for both the Declaration Letter and Blueprint 
Application for State Partnership Exchanges that would be effective for 2014 has been extended 
to Friday, February 15, 2013. And states will be able to apply to run Exchanges in subsequent 
years. 

~;{l~C:EIVED 

NIJV 16 2012 
OFFICE OF THE 

GOVERNOR 
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The Honorable Mary Fallin 
November 9, 2012 

Page 2 

We are committed to providing you with the flexibility, resources, and technical assistance 
necessary to help you achieve successful implementation of your state's Exchange and look 
forward to continuing to work with you as we implement the health care law. 

Kathleen Sebelius 
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Mary Fallin 

Office of the Governor 

State of Oklahoma 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                March 22, 2011 

 

 

Dear Lawmaker, 

 

As you may know, this Wednesday, March 23, will represent the one year anniversary of the enactment of 

President Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). I believe, as I know many of our 

legislators and the majority of our citizens do, that the PPACA is unconstitutional, fatally flawed and ultimately 

harmful to our economy and the health of our citizens. That is exactly what I told both the Obama administration 

and our federal lawmakers, in no uncertain terms, when I voted against the law as a United States Congresswoman.  

 

As governor of Oklahoma and as a citizen, it is my great hope that the PPACA is either repealed by federal 

legislators or else is struck down by the United States Supreme Court. Our Oklahoma Congressional delegation has 

my full support as they work towards the former option, and Attorney General Scott Pruitt has my support and 

encouragement as he leads Oklahoma’s legal challenge.  As governor, I have sent multiple letters to the White 

House explaining the unreasonable economic burdens the PPACA places on Oklahoma and have requested that the 

White House fast track the lawsuits against President Obama’s health care law to the Supreme Court. In short, I 

have been proud to be part of a united conservative front in Oklahoma opposing what I believe to be one of the most 

dangerous and counterproductive pieces of legislation to come out of Washington in decades. 

 

I remain deeply concerned, however, that the PPACA will remain the law of the land for some time to 

come. As long as that is the case, the president’s law will continue to actively assault both the rights of our citizens 

and the tenth amendment rights of our states. For that reason, I believe Oklahoma’s lawmakers must continue to 

find new ways to prevent a federal takeover of our health care system in Oklahoma.  

 

One of the most important ways we can fight that federal takeover is to implement an Oklahoma-

based, free-market health insurance exchange so that Washington does not force its own model on the state. 

While we have already begun to create that exchange, the next step in the process is the passage of HB 2130, 

which creates a governing board for the program. I am writing now to ask you to support that legislation.  

 

Under current law as outlined by the PPACA, the federal government will begin establishing a federally 

designed and run health insurance exchange in 2013 in all 50 states except those that have begun implementing their 

own state-based exchanges. If we do not develop our own exchange, if we instead do nothing, then we will be 

powerless to oppose the creation of a federally run program in Oklahoma. 

 

As you may know, health insurance exchanges, when done right, have long been a conservative idea. In 

2009, our Legislature authorized the creation of such an exchange based on a proposal introduced by the 

conservative Heritage Foundation.  
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Using that model, the Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange we are seeking to create will be an online 

health insurance market that empowers consumers by providing vastly improved access to information on private 

insurance products and expanding the purchasing power of individuals and small businesses. Private insurance 

products will be sold to meet individual needs, insurers will compete to promote real choices for consumers and the 

free-market will work to lower costs. Unlike the federal exchange Washington may try to force on us, the exchange 

we are trying to build offers a positive, free-market alternative to the big government, tax-and-spend plan that is the 

PPACA.  

 

If we do not pass HB 2130 and implement an Oklahoma-based exchange, the results will be devastating for 

those of us who oppose ObamaCare and the federal intrusion it represents. Without an Oklahoma exchange, the 

state is virtually guaranteed to be subject to a federally run, Washington D.C. substitute. And unlike the one we 

develop here in Oklahoma, that federal exchange will rely on public health care plans and be funded by public debt 

for many years to come.  

 

For that reason, a vote against an Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange and HB 2130 is a vote to leave 

Oklahoma defenseless against a federal takeover, as mandated by ObamaCare, beginning in the year 2013.  

 

As a conservative, I hope the PPACA is long gone by then. I join the majority of our lawmakers, as well as 

the majority of our citizens, in being passionately opposed to the federal health care law. It is my great hope to see it 

overturned or repealed. But I believe we have an obligation to plan for a future where that may not happen. And in 

the event the federal health care law is not overturned by 2013, I am not willing to allow the federal government to 

seize what has been a conservative idea and turn it into something unrecognizable and harmful to the state of 

Oklahoma and its citizens.  

 

For all these reasons, I hope you will join me in supporting a free-market, conservative exchange and defend 

Oklahoma against the federalization of our health insurance by voting for HB 2130. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mary Fallin  

Governor 

Page 2 of 2 pages 
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From: Carson Banks
To: Governor Info
Subject: Insurance Exchange
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 11:24:26 AM

Dear Governor,

This will be short, but I simply want to urge you to take a stand for limited
government at the Federal level. Especially since the “supremacy clause” of the
Federal Constitution only applies to the 17 enumerated powers found in Article 1
Section 8 and should not apply to issues outside of those powers (like Obamacare), I
want to see you make a conservative stand in office like you campaigned for while
seeking office. Please don't take any action whatsoever that encourages the
establishment of an OK State Exchange.

Thank you,
Carson Banks
(Edmond)
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From: Callie Hadley-Turney
To: Governor Info
Subject: Insurance Exchange/Expansion of Medicare
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 9:52:13 AM

Govenor Fallin,
 
I ask that you say no to the creation of an Insurance Exchange and/or the
expanstion of Medicaid coverage. As an individual who has had privately paid
insurance and employer sumplemented insurance, I feel that private sector
competition is best for insurance prices and coverage. Since the passing of
Obamacare, my premiums have skyrocketed and take-up about 5.5% of my monthly
income for a family of 4.
 
I literally cannot afford any more increases to my premiums!
 
Respectfully,

Callie Turney
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From: Brian Anderson
To: tulsa912e
Subject: Insurance Exchanges = OBAMA CARE this is a BAD IDEA
Date: Thursday, April 21, 2011 10:02:35 AM

This YouTube clip is interesting how  it relates to about Obama Care! It is a funny but

not so funny!

 

Brian Anderson

 
ObamaCare = Health Insurance Exchanges - Live
Your Carefree Lifestyle, Hmmm!!!!
 

http://youtu.be/rkH aaaSOP0

 
I am absolute pleased to see that the Governor did send the money back to Washington

D.C. and did what the 62% of the Oklahoma Public wanted done. However she is still bent

on creating a Health Insurance Exchange which = OBAMA CARE. Your voice does matter

and is being heard!! We need to keep voicing right now about NO EXCHANGES!!! First

what is wrong with the system we have now? Why are we not opening the State of

Oklahoma for all Insurance Companies to do business in Oklahoma instated of a SELECT

FEW? After all this is all ready being practiced at all the Federal Agencies we have in the

Great State of Oklahoma. So if the Federal Government can do why can we not do it for

the State? Open competition is the answer and we all ready have an Insurance

Commission who regulates these Insurance Companies. So why are we re-creating the

wheel? Especially when the State of Oklahoma has a $500,000,000.00 to 600,000,000.00

MILLION short fall right now! We cannot meet our own debts in Oklahoma but we are

going to spend money to set up an exchange! Remember all the key words I am

highlighting below are and represent OBAMA CARE they just do not directly come out and

say this.

This is just another ruse and tactic they are using. I do not know about you but I am tired

of these representatives lying to us Citizens and think we are just stupid! Just like

PRESIDENT OBAMA said yesterday (04/14/2011) in Chicago!!! "DO YOU THINK WE ARE

STUPID" (meaning him and the Democrat party) and we are not going to cave in to the

nickel and dime the GOP  is trying to hold him up on the issue of Health Care. TO ALL

GOP Representatives U.S. and State we do not consider them STUPID, in fact I think we

all consider them somewhat intelligent, however very dangerous in their views and the way

they are advocating for bills and law changes which are affecting all the citizens of the U.S.

We should be insulted by the Presidents demander towards the GOP! We should not be

idly standing by with this man's comments!

Every Citizens in the United States should be up in ARMS about these comments because

all he is demonstrating he does not have the best interest of WE THE PEOPLE.

Insurance Exchanges ARE/IS STILL OBAMA CARE. READ BELOW!!!!!!

Everyone write to Governor Mary Fallin and your representatives to have them stop this

Exchange idea and demand open competition with Insurance companies
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across state lines!!! This will eliminate allot of the problems they have targeted below. This

is the best business model for the Citizens of Oklahoma! We all ready have Sooner Care

for the indigent so why are we considering changing this system? All we have to do is

change our current insurance laws to state and Insurance company cannot deny you

coverage, provide coverage to all everyone regardless of the their health and Provide

coverage with or without previous existing conditions.  All these coverage's will be provided

at rates determined by Insurance Commission and to be approved via the public just like

the corporation commission regulates utility companies.

Brian Anderson

 

????WHAT ARE INSURANCE

EXCHANGES?????

READ BELOW
 
1000 AM just announced and played a sound-bite of Mary Fallin saying that Oklahoma will not
accept the $54 million dollars from the Obama administration to develop an insurance exchange
which is the first step of Obamacare. One week ago she was pushing for the Ok House and Senate to
vote to take the money. Her mind was changed by the heat brought by principled Conservatives
from all over Oklahoma. Fallin did however announce that a board will be created and made up of
state regulators and private insurance company representatives to begin the task of creating
Oklahoma’s own state insurance exchange. I have a feeling she still does not get it.
 
Robert
 

          

Explaining Health Care Reform: What Are Health
Insurance Exchanges?
A number of recent health care reform plans call for the creation of a health insurance “exchange,“ a new entity
intended to create a more organized and competitive market for health insurance by offering a choice of plans,
establishing common rules regarding the offering and pricing of insurance, and providing information to help
consumers better understand the options available to them.

An exchange is part of the plan aiming for universal coverage currently being implemented in
Massachusetts
(where it is called the “Connector“). It was also featured in proposals from the major Democratic candidates for
President (including President Obama), in the Healthy Americans Act sponsored by Senators Ron Wyden
and
Bob Bennett (where they are called Health Help Agencies), and in a white paper released by Senate Finance
Committee Chair Max Baucus. In all of these plans, the exchange is a key element in providing coverage
to the
currently uninsured and in facilitating changes to the insurance market, particularly for those who buy
insurance
on their own. Some proposals allow employers or employees to purchase coverage through the exchange as well.

This brief explains the purpose and function of exchanges, how they would relate to greater
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regulation of the
insurance market, and some of the key questions likely to be addressed by any health reform proposal that calls
for the creation of exchanges.
Purpose and Function of an Exchange
In the context of a health reform plan aiming for a substantial expansion in the number of people insured and
universal access to affordable coverage, there are a number of functions envisioned for exchanges, including:
1. O ffering consumers a choice of health plans and focusing competition on price. Exchanges offer enrollees
a choice of private health insurance plans, and some proposals also envision including a public, Medicarelike
plan. Covered services and cost sharing (i.e., deductibles, coinsurance or copayments, and out-ofpocket
limits) would be organized or standardized in ways that make comparisons across plans easier for
consumers. The aim is to focus competition among plans on the price of coverage and minimize the tendency
for plans to vary benefits in order to attract healthier than average enrollees.
2. P roviding information to consumers. In conjunction with offering a choice of health plans, an exchange is
intended to provide consumers with transparent information about plan provisions such as premium costs and
covered benefits, as well as a plan’s performance in encouraging wellness, managing chronic illnesses, and
improving consumer satisfaction. The exchange could also serve a customer assistance function—typical for
large employers—to assist consumers who encounter billing or access problems with their plans.
3. Creating an administrative mechanism for enrollment. For people who obtain private insurance coverage
through work, the employer typically facilitates enrollment in a plan and the payment of the premium. This
is especially true in larger businesses. An exchange could serve a similar function for people without access
to that kind of assistance, including people buying insurance on their own or who work for small businesses.
The exchange could also be used to determine eligibility for and administer income-related subsidies.
Alternatively, these functions could be handled by a government agency or through the tax system.
4. M oving towards portability of coverage. Coverage through an exchange can be de-linked from employment,
helping to make health insurance more portable for people moving from job to job. However, since
employment-based coverage would still exist under some proposals, insurance may not truly be fully
portable. Exchanges also could coordinate enrollment shifts between Medicaid and subsidized private
coverage for people with very low and potentially changing incomes.
MAY 2009
    What Are Health Insurance Exchanges?
5. R eforming the insurance market. Another function of an exchange is to facilitate changes in the rules
governing how insurers sell coverage. In most states today, people buying insurance in the non-group market
can be denied coverage or charged a higher premium based on a pre-existing health condition. Health
insurers are required by federal law to offer health insurance to any small business, but premiums in most
states can vary within prescribed limits based on the health status of workers. Many health reform proposals
would require insurers to accept all applicants without consideration of the applicant’s health, and would
further prohibit or significantly limit premium variation related to health status. Although these types of
changes can be implemented simply by changing insurance laws and do not necessarily require the creation
of exchanges, some argue that exchanges can make these insurance market reforms more effective by
monitoring marketing practices and administering a uniform system for enrolling in a health insurance plan.
Key Questions
1. Who has access to the exchange?
At a minimum, most would envision that people
without access to employer-sponsored insurance
or a public plan like Medicaid could obtain coverage
through an exchange. This would include people
now buying insurance on their own (like the selfemployed),
as well as people receiving incomerelated
subsidies. The exchange could be the
exclusive place where people buying insurance
themselves get coverage, or an outside non-group
market could continue to exist. Some proposals
would also permit workers with access to employer
coverage to join the exchange, or give employers the
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choice of buying insurance through the exchange.
One issue raised by this idea of giving people or
employers a choice of whether to join an exchange
or not is the potential for “risk selection,“ meaning
that sicker-than-average people could end up in
the exchange. This could be mitigated by requiring
that any insurance sold outside the exchange would
have to comply with similar rules operating inside
the exchange, including the guaranteed availability
of coverage and limits on the extent to which
premiums can vary by health status.
2. How is an exchange structured?
The functions of an exchange could all be

accomplished by a single, national exchange, and
likely with the lowest administrative overhead.
However, individual purchasers— consumers
and employers— may feel a greater sense of
ownership with an exchange representing their
region. Negotiations with health plans might be
more effective at the local level, but some sort of
oversight body to ensure that the exchanges are
complying with national and potentially state rules
would likely be needed.
3. How should an exchange be governed?
The functions of an exchange could be handled
by a federal or state government agency. Some
advocates of exchanges, however, see the role
of a purchaser as better served by a private or
quasi-public entity that could operate in a more
nimble way than government regulatory bodies are
typically able to. There are number of important
design questions that have to be addressed in
structuring the governance of an exchange:
• Who oversees the exchange, ensuring that it’s
complying with federal requirements? If the
exchange is facilitating coverage for people
receiving federal subsidies, it has the potential to
affect federal spending in significant ways. This
oversight may be particularly important if there
are multiple state or regional exchanges.
• How is the exchange board structured? A key
issue is whether an exchange operates primarily
as a purchaser (e.g., with only employers and
consumers on its board) or as a broader market
facilitator, potentially with representation by
health plans and providers.

• What is the role of states? Federal law could
permit states to operate exchanges, or give
states authority over the creation and oversight
of exchanges within their borders. If the current
role of states in regulating insurance markets
continues in some form, there would at a
minimum need to be significant coordination
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between exchanges and state insurance
departments.

   
What Are Health Insurance Exchanges?
4. How much purchasing authority should an
exchange have?
An exchange could range from a relatively passive
market facilitator — accepting any plan that
meets specified requirements — to a more active
purchaser with the authority to limit the number
of plans participating to a handful based on a
negotiation or bidding process. The more active
purchasing role might have greater potential to
drive down cost growth and improve quality, and
could simplify decision-making for consumers.
But, it could also be quite controversial, and
create disruption for consumers if their plans
were dropped by the exchange. In addition, if
the exchange covers a substantial share of the     
market, a decision by the exchange to no longer
contract with a plan could in effect make the
insurer commercially non-viable. The authority
to make such far-reaching decisions might
require procedural requirements similar to what
a government agency would face when issuing
regulations, such as a public comment period when
individuals can voice their concerns. Another issue
is whether the exchange offers a public plan in
addition to private plans.
5. What benefits should be offered in an exchange?
From the perspective of encouraging competition
over price, fully standardized benefits are
preferred, making comparisons across plans
as simple as possible for consumers. However,
a uniform benefits package could discourage
innovation by plans and limit choice for consumers
wanting to purchase less or more coverage.
Benefits and cost sharing could alternatively be
standardized in tiers (e.g. low, medium, and high
option plans). In addition, plans could be allowed
to vary benefits and cost sharing so long as the
actuarial value— that is, the average level of
coverage provided to enrollees—meets a defined
threshold and plan variation does not discriminate
against the very sick. This approach complicates
choices for consumers, however, and may require
greater oversight by the exchange or a regulatory
agency.
Key Questions (continued)
Conclusion
The idea of a health insurance exchange holds great appeal to a broad range of policymakers and interest
groups,
in part because they have different notions in mind of what an exchange is and what it would do. To some, it
is a tool for organizing a private insurance marketplace for a relatively narrow group of individuals receiving
subsidized insurance. To others, it’s a mechanism for offering anyone a choice of a public or private insurance
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plan, and providing oversight of insurers beyond current insurance regulations. In many respects, differing
views
of how an exchange would function mirror alternative visions of how health coverage should be delivered in a
reformed system, not only for the currently uninsured but for many who already have insurance as well.

       
      www kff.org

           
               

                

           
Resources
Alliance for Health Reform/Commonwealth Fund – Health Insurance Exchanges: See How They Run.
Webcast provided by kaisernetwork.org:
http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/hcast_index.cfm?display=detail&hc=3134
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities – Health Insurance “Connectors“ Should Be Designed to Supplement
Public Coverage, Not Replace It: http://www.cbpp.org/1-29-07health htm
Community Catalyst – Revisiting Massachusetts Health Reform: 18 Months Later:
http://www.communitycatalyst.org/doc_store/publications/revisiting_MA_health_reform_dec07.pdf
Healthy Americans Act:
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:s391is.txt.pdf
Heritage Foundation – The Significance of Massachusetts Health Reform:
http://www.heritage.org/research/healthcare/wm1035.cfm
Institute for Health Policy Solutions – What Health Insurance Exchanges or Choice Pools Can and Can’t Do
About Risks and Costs: http://allhealth.org/briefingmaterials/WhatHealthInsuranceExchangesorChoicePools
CanandCantDoAboutRisksandCosts-1459.pdf
Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured – President Obama’s Campaign Position on Health Reform
and Other Health Care Issues: http://www.kff.org/uninsured/kcmu112508oth.cfm
Kaiser Family Foundation – How Private Health Coverage Works: http://www.kff.org/insurance/7766.cfm
Kaiser Family Foundation/National Governors Association – Webcast, Creating a Marketplace for Expanding
Coverage: http://www.kaisernetwork.org/health_cast/hcast_index.cfm?display=detail&hc=2063
Kaiser Family Foundation – State Health Facts (State Insurance Rules):
http://www.statehealthfacts.org/comparecat.jsp?cat=7
Massachusetts Connector: http://www.mahealthconnector.org/portal/site/connector/
Senate Finance Committee – Expanding Health Care Coverage: Proposals to Provide Affordable Coverage
to All Americans: http://www.finance.senate.gov/sitepages/leg/LEG%202009/051109%20Health%20Care%20
Description%20of%20Policy%20Options.pdf
Senator Max Baucus White Paper – Call To Action: Health Reform 2009:
http://finance.senate.gov/healthreform2009/finalwhitepaper.pdf
Urban Institute - Health Insurance Exchanges: Organizing Health Insurance Marketplaces to Promote Health
Reform Goals: http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/411875_health_insurance_marketplaces.pdf
This publication (#7908) is available on the Kaiser Family Foundation’s website at www.kff.org.
 
From: newsome [mailto:newsomebt6@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2011 9:19 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FYI: Announcement on Insurance Exchanges
 
 
 
1000 AM just announced and played a sound-bite of Mary Fallin saying that Oklahoma will not
accept the $54 million dollars from the Obama administration to develop an insurance exchange

24505



which is the first step of Obamacare. One week ago she was pushing for the Ok House and Senate to
vote to take the money. Her mind was changed by the heat brought by principled Conservatives
from all over Oklahoma. Fallin did however announce that a board will be created and made up of
state regulators and private insurance company representatives to begin the task of creating
Oklahoma’s own state insurance exchange. I have a feeling she still does not get it.
 
Robert
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From: Molly McKay
To: Governor Info
Subject: Insurance exchanges and expansion of Medicaid in Oklahoma
Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2012 8:36:36 AM

Dear Governor Fallin:

 

It has recently come to my attention that your office is considering whether or not to establish some

sort of insurance exchange in the state of Oklahoma and whether to expand Medicaid in Oklahoma. 

Please do not do this either as a state-based insurance exchange or a federally-partnered insurance

exchange.

 

If you were to take the easy route and do this, you will have broken faith with the Oklahoma people

who:

 

·         voted overwhelmingly against ObamaCare,

·         remember that you campaigned and won your election in 2010 by promising to fight against its

implementation,

·         believe implementation is against our free enterprise system which Republicans claim to

support, and

·         will not vote to reelect Republicans in this state if they cannot trust them to do what they

promise.

 

 

You were elected as Governor to lead, not follow.  I know that leading in the proper direction is not

always the easy route.  But we did not elect you to have you take the easy route. 

 

If you choose to lead in the wrong direction, you and our Party will lose the support of the Independent

voters, and you will personally lose the support of many strong Republicans.  I know this is true,

because I am one of those strong Republicans who will not support you if you fail to lead in the proper

direction on this issue.

 

Sincerely,

 

Molly D. McKay

Molly D. McKay, P.C.

Patent & Trademark Attorney

E-Mail:  molly@mckaypatents.com

6510 E. 24th Street

Tulsa, OK  74129-2004

USA

Phone: (918) 742-5900

Fax: (918) 742-5901

This email contains information intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is

addressed.  The information contained herein may be privileged, confidential and exempt from

disclosure under applicable law.  Any disclosure, dissemination, distribution, forwarding, copying or use

of this communication and the information contained herein, without the express permission of the

sender, is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error or are not the intended

recipient, please notify the sender immediately by telephone at (918) 742-5900 or by replying to this

email, and delete all copies.
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From: Donna Beekman
To: Governor Info
Subject: Insurance exchanges
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 3:11:09 PM
Importance: High

Governor Fallin:

 

I am asking that you do not even come close to establishing any kind of Healthcare Exchange in OK. 

Please do as many other Republican Governors are doing and reject it; one of them being our neighbor

in Kansas, Governor Brownback. Especially reject doing it in light of the vote of Oklahomans several

years ago when the large majority said they do not want anything to do with Obamacare.

 

If you will contact Jonathan Small, the fiscal policy director of OCPA, he can give you more reasons

and ammunition to not implement an exchange.  He also states to not expand Medicaid. Please contact

him if you haven’t already. In fact I will email you just one of their articles in which he along with Nina

Owcharenko give good reasons to not do anything and how it will hurt the state in other ways.  Senator

Tom Coburn also says to not expand Medicaid. Please discuss this with him if needed.

 

We have pictures of you waving a sign against Obamacare in DC and you campaigned against it,

please stick by your original statements and stance.

 

Thank you in advance for doing what your constituents are asking.

 

Best Regards,

Donna Beekman

Tulsa, member of the Tulsa 9.12 Project and OK Safe
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From: Penny Norman
To: Governor Info
Subject: Insurance Exchanges
Date: Thursday, November 15, 2012 1:03:01 PM

Dear Govenor Fallin,
 
The election is over.  Obamacare is the law of the land. There is no way to change
this reality unless there is a huge "wave" election in 2014.  I  read that the
administration  extended the deadline concerning the exchanges to December 14.  It
makes absolutely no sense to ignore this deadline since it would mean that the feds
would set up the exchange for us.  I believe that Oklahoma will be far better off if
we do this ourselves.   Since the exchanges were originally a conservative idea, it
looks silly, petty, stubborn and self-destructive to refuse to embrace this opportunity
to lower health care costs for Oklahoma families.
 
Please consider your options very carefully.
 
Penny Norman

Oklahoma City, OK  73112
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December 20, 2011 
 
James Cooper 

 
Depew, OK 74028 
 
Dear Mr. Cooper: 
 

Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin.  Understanding your ideas and concerns are 
important to Governor Fallin. Your willingness to write to us will only help strengthen the state of Oklahoma. 
 

In recent months, Governor Fallin and Insurance Commissioner John Doak have sought to expand 
insurance options for uninsured children in Oklahoma.  In response to the passage of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and new federal regulations, insurance companies in Oklahoma have not offered any 
new ‘child-only’ policies for the past 18 months.  A large portion of children have been at risk of no coverage for an 
extended period of time because of this Act.  

   
In an attempt to close the gap created by the PPACA, two rule changes were proposed to advance 

participation in the market. The initial rule change occurred in July 2011 and allowed for an open enrollment period 
to encourage insurance companies to rejoin the 0-19 age group market – no companies participated. In a second 
attempt, an emergency rule was drafted so as to immediately revive insurance participation in the child-only market. 
The Oklahoma Insurance Department consulted with carriers to determine what, if any, language in the first set of 
rules was dissuading them from offering new child-only policies. The Insurance Department received strong 
indications from carriers that, along with other changes, removal of birth as a qualifying event would eliminate 
many of their reservations about issuing new child-only policies.  It is our understanding that at least two carriers 
agreed to begin issuing new child-only insurance policies upon approval of the emergency rule.  

 
The Oklahoma Legislature has not mandated that insurance coverage be offered by private companies to 

any person, regardless of age.  While Governor Fallin and Insurance Commissioner Doak are aware that a gap still 
exists in child-only coverage, particularly for those children aged 0-1, they have taken every possible step to ensure 
that child-only coverage remain a viable option for the majority of uninsured children who have no other options—
children who do not qualify for SoonerCare or other government programs; who are ineligible for Oklahoma’s 
Temporary High Risk Pool; and who are not covered under a family policy.  Without these recent efforts to 
reestablish a vibrant market for child-only insurance, no children—including those children aged 1-19—could 
receive child-only coverage; after the passage of PPACA, health insurance carriers were simply not offering any 
new child-only policies in Oklahoma. 

 
Governor Fallin understands the serious implications of the remaining gap in child-only coverage for 

children under one year of age, and is committed to seek solutions to this problem that both foster a strong and 
competitive insurance market and secure coverage for uninsured infants. Persistent and aggressive policies are being 
pursued by the Oklahoma Insurance Department and are supported by Governor Fallin to further bridge the gap for 
uninsured children in Oklahoma. The Governor is uncompromising in finding solutions to healthcare challenges and 
committed to working with other members of our state’s government to make a positive impact so that Oklahoma 
will remain a wonderful place to live. 

 
We have made record of your correspondence and shared your views with the Governor.  Thank you again 

for taking the time to share your point of view with Governor Fallin.  As we address the many challenges facing our 
state, we hope you will continue to share your thoughts with us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cody Inman 
Public Affairs Liaison 
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December 20, 2011 
 
James Cooper 

 
Depew, OK 74028 
 
Dear Mr. Cooper: 
 

Recently, you contacted the Governor regarding an emergency rule that was recently approved concerning 
child-only insurance coverage.   The Governor has asked that I send this letter as an update.  

 
The Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Health Insurance High Risk Pool recently decided to adopt a new 

policy that will effectively closes any remaining gap in child-only insurance coverage.  This policy waives rules 
requiring parents to show that the child was denied insurance by at least two carriers before applying for coverage.  
Additionally, the board also voted to insure ill and premature infants immediately rather than make parents endure a 
previously enforced one-year waiting period on pre-existing conditions.  Immediate coverage is now permitted for 
infants under age 1, whether healthy or sick. 

 
Governor Fallin understands the need for access to insurance coverage for all children in Oklahoma. The 

Governor is committed to finding solutions to our healthcare challenges such as access, affordability, and quality of 
care all while fostering a strong and competitive insurance market.  
 

Thank you again for taking the time to share your views with Governor Fallin.  As we work to address the 
many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to do so. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Cody Inman 
Public Affairs Liaison 
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A In 2003, recognizing that many Oklahomans do not have health care benefits or health care coverage, 
that many small businesses cannot afford to provide health care benefits to their employees, the 
Oklahoma Legislature established Insure Oklahoma to lower the number of uninsured, assist businesses 
in their ability to afford health care benefits and coverage for their employees, and eliminate barriers to 
providing health coverage for citizens of Oklahoma. 

B. To expand on the public private partnership created by Insure Oklahoma, the state expressly approves 
the creation of a public trust to administer Insure Oklahoma. 

C. The Trust shall be governed by a board of trustees. The Network Board shall consist of seven (7) 
members as follows: 
1. One member appointed by the Governor representing health insurance carriers granted a certificate of 
authority by the Oklahoma Department of Insurance; 
2. One member appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a state wide 
organization who represents consumers who purchase policies through Insure Oklahoma; 
3. One member appointed by the Governor who represents health care providers; 
4. One member appointed by the Governor who shall be a representative of employer groups; 
5. One member appointed by the President Pro Tempore of the Senate who shall be an insurance agent 
or broker; 
6. The Insurance Commissioner; and 
7. The Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

_ N ,__t,J. \(,"'~~ e~ 1-ex-)'-\ -to--- \<I ..,,-rJ . 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Andrew Silvestri; Aaron Cooper; Alex Gerszewski; Denise Northrup; Glenn Coffee
Subject: interesting article on ObamaCare high risk pools in The Atlantic
Date: Friday, June 03, 2011 1:44:05 PM

Why Hasn't Anyone Signed Up For the
High-Risk Health Insurance Pools?
By Megan McArdle

Jun 2 2011, 1:38 PM ET 299

I've predicted that lots of parts of Obamacare will not work the way they're expected to.  But here's
one I wouldn't have predicted: the high-risk pools, which were meant to tide people over until 2013,
have signed up just 18,000 people as of March.
 
There were supposed to be millions of people who were uninsurable because of pre-existing
conditions.  We heard lengthy testimony about their terrible plight.  I don't think it's too strong to
say that this fear--that you could get sick and no one would insure you, that's right, you, Mr. & Mrs.
Middle-Class Voter--was one of the main reasons offered for the health care overhaul.  It was
estimated by Medicare's Chief Actuary that around 400,000 would sign up (the CBO estimated
200,000, but only because they assumed that HHS would use its authority to limit enrollment in
order to stay within the $5 billion budgeted for the program).  So where are all the uninsurable
people?
 
The explanations so far offered don't sound very convincing to me.  Suzy Khimm channels Nancy
Pelosi to suggest that the political controversy over Obamacare has somehow prevented people
from finding out about high-risk pools.  I could certainly see how that would account for fewer-than-
expected signups . . . but a 95% reduction?  It sort of strains credulity to say that only 18,000
uninsurable people in the whole country are aware that the pools exist--at least, if you believe that
all the rest of the uninsurable people care about getting health insurance.
 
Then there are those who claim that the problem is excessively stringent requirements.  But the
requirements aren't really all that stringent.  You have to have been denied coverage by an insurer or
offered insurance at a rate twice or more what a healthy person would pay.  Annoying, to be sure.
 But it's not some monumental hurdle that only the most heroic and motivated uninsurables could
surmount; after all, the way that you know you're uninsurable is that, well, companies refuse to
insure you.
 
The only argument that makes even a little bit of sense is that the premiums are high.  But the
people doing the projections knew that the premiums were going to be high.  And besides, they're
not, like, insanely high; the average monthly premium in North Carolina is $285 with a $3500
deductible, down from maybe $400 last year.  I'm not downplaying that amount--it's a big hit on an
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ordinary budget--but for someone who's got a serious pre-existing condition, this should be money
well spent.  I don't know how to reconcile the previous claims of large numbers of uninsurables who
were going without needed insurance and treatment, with the current claim that there are now only
18,000 people in the whole country who are a) uninsurable and b) able to afford several hundred
dollars a month in health care premiums.  Even adding together all three factors, cost, lack of
awareness, and the need to provide proof that insurance was refused, I don't understand how the
estimates could have been so far off.
 
The administration is now loosening the requirements (you just need a note from a doctor or nurse
saying you've been sick in the last year) and lowering premiums.  But this doesn't mean that they're
finally covering more "uninsurables"; it just means they've decided to use the money allocated for
those people to cover someone else.  They're changing the "high-risk pools" to something that looks
a lot more like simply subsidizing insurance.  But the goal wasn't to spend the $5 billion that HHS got
in its budget; the goal was to provide insurance for people who want to buy insurance, but can't
find a company willing to write it.  
 
Since we don't seem to be able to find many of those people, HHS is using the money to cover
anyone who lacks insurance and can get a doctor to attest that they've been sick in the last year.
 They will eventually no doubt claim that the high-risk pools were a success, relaxing the conditions
until they can say they've covered 200,000 or so people.  But the mystery will not have gone away.
 Where are the unsinsurables?  And why didn't they want to buy insurance?
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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November 25, 2012 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Governor Fallin, 

On behalf of the Susan B. Anthony List, I would like to invite you to speak at our 
2013 Campaign for Life Summit in Washington, D.C. 

The Campaign for Life Summit is a collection of three in-depth private sessions with 
key players driving national policy and political strategies. This event is connected 
with our annual Campaign for Life Gala, which will take place on the evening of 
March 15th. The Summit will take placeon the afternoon of Friday, March 15th and 
morning of Saturday, March 16th. 

As you may know, the Susan B. Anthony List is one of the largest pro-life 
organizations in the country. We were founded more than two decades ago with the 
goal of electing pro-life women to high office, dispelling the notion that "women's 
health" entails rejection of the child in the womb, and reclaiming an authentic 
feminism that embraces equality and loving acceptance. 

The annual Gala is our most important event of the year, and we expect more than 
600 of our strongest supporters to attend, all of which are invited to our Summit. In 
years past, our Gala and Summit speakers have included Senator Marco Rubio of 
Florida;Indiana Governor-elect Mike Pence;Tennessee Senator Fred Thompson; 
Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum; VirginiaAttorney General Ken Cuccinelli; Fred 
Barnes, editor of The Weekly Standard; Dr. Laura Lederer, Founder of the Protection 
Project; and Professor Helen Alvare, j.D. 

The goal of the Summit is to engage our supporters by discussing and strategizing 
on important issues facing the pro-life movement. To this end, we would be 
honored to have you speak to the group and participate in discussion during our 
second luncheon session,Protecting the Conscience of Pro-life Taxpayers. This session 
will analyze how taxpayers are being forced to fund abortion under Obamacare, 
subsidize the abortion industry, and how religious institutions and business owners 
of conscience are being forced to pay for coverage of abortion-inducing drugs. We 
will discuss how these attacks are being waged and what Americans of conscience 
must do to fight back. 
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Advancing Pro-Life Leaders/zip 

This session will take place on Friday, March 15th from 12:30-1:30 PM atthe Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel in Washington, D.C. As a Summit speaker, you are welcome to attend the 
other Summit sessions and as well as our Gala reception and dinner as our guest.We 
would like to honor you and your pro-life work during our dinner. We are also planning 
an "Insider's Summit Meeting" which will be an intimate evening cruise on the Potomac 
on Saturday evening, March 16th, with our highest-level hosts and supporters. We 
would be honored to have you join us on the cruise and list you as a headliner for that 
event as well. 

Please let me !mow your interest and availability as soon as possible. We need to 
confirm our speakers by November 29th in order to start advertising the event. 

s· I 
. ~ 

~ 
Marjorie Dannenfelser 
President 
Susan B. Anthony List 

P.S. My Events Manager, Natalie Valentine is standing by to answer any questions 
you may have. She can be reached at nvalentine@sba-list.org or (703) 4 70-1926. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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From: Roger Warren
To: Roger Warren
Subject: Iowa and the Republicans
Date: Wednesday, January 04, 2012 10:40:05 AM

Iowa and the Republicans

A Letter of Opinion by Roger Warren January 4, 2012
The Caucaus of Iowa voters is over. The guy that thinks Obama is
a Nice Guy won. Obamacare won. The East Coast Moderate
Republicans won. These are the same guys that gave us John
McCain in 2008. The Republican National Committee (RNC) won
last night. If you think a Republican should be a Moderate, a
Centerist, our candidate should not attack Obama because he,
Obama, might call him a Racist and that the Republican Party
should be Fiscally Conservative and Sociallly Liberal, this letter is
NOT for you.
Frankly, Ron Paul would be a better President than Romney. Unless Romney should shift his past
pattern,
we are faced with electing a caretaker Government, overseeing the demise of the United States.
Oklahoma already has Four Representative and Two Senators that are Professional Politicians. They are
atuned to the RNC direction. These people have lost touch with the Oklahoma people. They have NOT
lost touch with the Socialist thinking of Washington D.C. Have you heard any one of our 5
Representatives or 2 Senators mention that our National Debt is closer to 30 Trillion than 15 Trillion
Dollars? Europe is failing faster than the United States and the Big Banks of Europe will never pay back
the 16 Trillion that was borrowed from China and loaned to the Big (Foreign) Banks. We are liable and
will be expected to pay the Chinese loan. I am beginning to hear this problem mentioned once in a
while on Talk Radio. Not in the Newspapers. How about the revocation of the first five Amendments to
the Constitution? What is a Terrorist orginization? Is the VFW or Amvets or just a plain old vetern a
Terrorist? Obamas Administration says they are Terrorist. I have heard one mention on Talk Radio and
nothing in the Newspapers.
I received a massmailing letter from Tom Cole the other day. If you live in District four, you also
received this letter. The two problems mentioned above aren’t mentioned in his letter. Each of those
problems are more important to our future than Obamacare. They are things that are of the past. They
are "Done Deals". Obamacare is not. Why are they not front and center of every Representatives and
Senators sentences?
Maybe because, since they personally are immune to either problem, they don’t give a good whatever
what happens to you, Joe and Jane Voter. Do you think Coburn is worried about going to a re education
camp? You had better be worried if you are not a Communist and not an Elected Offical.
We do not need a President that is just one more Moderate (read John McCain).
Let us hope that the three Presidential Candidates that are Conservative put their efforts behind the one
remaining Conservative.
We are not done in today but it can sure happen in November if we don’t pay attention and get
Constitutional Conservatives in office. I will challenge you to find out for yourself how our States
Congressmen voted on revocation of your protections from the Federal Government. If nothing else call
their offices and ask. Their Political Staffs will never report your inquiry to the Office Holder so don’t
worry about making you Representative or Senator angry at you personally. Only " I Love You" things
are reported to the Congressman.

See Ya!
Roger
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From: GovTech Today
To: Governor Mail-In
Subject: iPhone 5 Specs, Facebook Search Engine, Small Businesses Data Dive
Date: Thursday, September 13, 2012 6:15:33 AM

Subscribe to Government Technology  |  View Newsletter in Browser

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Top Story

DMVs Skeptical of Turnkey Business Operations Systems 

Faced with aging legacy vehicle and licensing registration systems, “out of the box” technology is not seen

as a viable answer by some state Departments of Motor Vehicles.

Advertisement

Verizon has the right technology to make a difference. We have the

experience, the network and the strategic alliances to help your agency run

more efficiently than ever before. Learn more.

News and Features

Data Tool Helps Entrepreneurs ‘SizeUp’ the Competition

Small business intelligence informs decisions that impact the bottom line.

The New Features in the Apple iPhone 5

Customers can pre-order the iPhone 5 on Friday.

Hacking of Utah Health Insurance Exchange Raises Security Questions

Other states may want to review security plans for their own health insurance exchanges. 

Facebook to Venture into the Search Biz?

The purported service could fuel innovative applications in government. 

Software Devs Must be Honest About Apps, Feds Say

In a publication released this month, the Federal Trade Commission outlined its expectations for software

developers as many enterprises prepare investments in mobile technology. 

Question of the Day

What percentage of parents these days can't understand text messages from their teens? 
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Mystery Link

We picked a link at random from our website. Click here to try your luck.

Most Popular

Chattanooga’s ‘Gig Tank’ Results in Real-Time Translator and Research Sharing Apps 

Summer program generated innovative ideas for using gigabit Internet access. 

Cities Must Change Facebook Page Names, or Else  

Officials explain how cities can comply, and how new rules help users. 

Editor's Choice

County Government Learns to Catch Online Predators

Law enforcement in Eddy County, N.M., monitors online activity to stop the distribution of child

pornography. 

Top Blog

What Do Intelligent Communities Have in Common?

Collaboration plays big role in what makes Intelligent Communities similar to one another. 

Industry Papers

Secure File Sharing in the Cloud:

Maximizing the Benefits

The Need for Data Loss Prevention

Now

Ease Into The Cloud with JBoss

Enterprise Application Platform 6

Managed Network Services for State

Government Agencies
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Top Story

Is Big Data All Hype?    

Are overinflated expectations causing big data to lose all meaning? 

Advertisement

Government Technology's Library
White papers, case studies, how-to guides, books and contributed solutions...

Download them all here.

News and Features

1-Person IT Teams Get the Job Done 

Three Texas IT leaders discuss working in their small communities.

Report: Big Changes for NYC’s IT Project Management

Mayor will create new organization to handle the city’s biggest technology projects, New York Times says.

Why Farms Need Wireless Broadband (VIDEO) 

Fresno, Calif., works to roll  out wireless broadband across a landscape populated primarily with fruits and

vegetables.

Eight States Awarded Health Insurance Exchange Grants

New health insurance exchange funding will help states offer citizens and small businesses the same

insurance choices offered to members of Congress. 

‘Give Us a Gig’ Helps Narrow Digital Divide in Gigabit City

Community efforts help Google fiber reach schools, libraries and public facilities in more Kansas City

neighborhoods.

Super PAC App Listens for Political Lies

New iPhone app uses audio fingerprinting technology to identify which Super PAC paid for the ad and

how much it's spending on the campaign.
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Question of the Day

What are researchers at the University of Washington studying to curb global warming? 

Most Popular

CIOs Flock to Social Media

Why maintaining a social media presence is important, and how it benefits governments and citizens. 

Cameras Catch Drivers Illegally Passing School Buses

Frederick County, Md., school buses will have cameras installed to catch drivers driving past when buses

are at a stop. 

Editor's Choice

Governments Take a Lean Startup Approach

Can government act more like Silicon Valley when developing applications or services? 

Top Blog

What Went Right: Digital Publishing

Top Headlines from GovTech's Sister Sites

Emergency Management: Simulation Software Aggregates Data from Disparate Sources

GOVERNING: Tampa Improves Its Look for Republican Convention

Digital Communities: Alabama’s Largest County Faces Bankruptcy Without State Help 

Industry Papers

Lessons in Applied Innovation from State

and Local Government

Streamline Your 311 Citizen Service

Center via the Cloud

A Practical Guide for Retiring Legacy

Applications

Five Myths of Cloud Computing
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SENATE DISTRICT 15 RACE

PART 2

THE DEMOCRAT 

 

The Democratic challenger for the Senate District 15 seat is Mrs. Claudia Griffith,  a newcomer herself to politics but she is no stranger. Her husband
sits on the Norman City Council. That raised some red flags immediately. The Norman City Council is quietly implementing the U. N.’s agenda 21 right
under the noses of the public with the help of a corrupt GOP candidate for the state legislature Bobby Cleveland.

 

Mrs. Griffith’s web site   gives her work history as nursing and she claims to be an independent thinker.

 

However there is a complete lack of specifics in her proposals on her website. She believes that throwing more money at schools will solve our
education problem, when it won’t. What is needed in education is more local control and less state and federal interference in education. She fails to
indicate whether or not she supports Obamacare. She also fails to indicate whether or not she supports the size of government.   Sometimes what
people don’t say is more important than what they do say.

 

The Oklahoma State AFL-CIO is her largest contributor by far having contributed $5,000.00 to her campaign. We expect unions to contribute to
Democrats, so this is no big deal.

 

In her filings with the Oklahoma State Ethics Commission three items that stuck out. The first is

·         Evolve Ok

·          the second is Transform Ok

·          the third is Okie Force

 

The reason these three stuck out is that they all three share the same address. Now this would not be unusual if it was an office building, but it’s not;
this is a home in one of the outlying suburbs of Oklahoma City.  All three entities are environmentally oriented organizations. In other words, they
support Norman’s Agenda 21 scheme. Why are we not surprised that they support her?  I wonder if Bobby Cleveland has taken their money as well?

 

This is not a candidate that we can support. There is too much Agenda 21 in her platform to do Oklahoma and Oklahoma jobs any good.

 

 

 

 

The Rat, the Democrat and the Republican

By Ms PM
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Comtec
provides residential
and commercial
security systems in
Oklahoma. 
 
  There is only one
thing you really
need to know
about Comtec's
quality and pricing,
they do not require
a contract for their
services. 
 
Customers are free
to walk away if
their service isn't
top quality.

 

Rodent
ResistantChicken
Feeders! 

$50 + Shipping
 

 

 Advertise Your
Business, Event, Or
Service Here!  
 
 $25.00 per week,
tens of thousands of
Oklahoman 
impressions every
newsletter
 
 

Rep Shumate married

 

This story goes to show that it doesn't matter what party you belong to, the same conclusion is reached...our country is in trouble.

 

Vacationing in California and seeing my old boss and dear friend of 20+ years, we were able to talk about many of the issues facing the nation. This
was a new experience for me as we had never gotten into politics. Armed with more knowledge  following the political foolishness over the past few
years, our conversations were interesting with surprisingly similar thought processes for the most part.

 

The only news I was able to catch was from local stations. During the two week stay the main topics were mostly about local California stupidity and I
began to ask questions to see if my friend knew any of what was really going on. His most disturbing question was, "why haven't I heard about any of
this stuff you're talking about in the news?"

 

He is a person that lives on 350 acres of one of the most beautiful secluded hill tops about five miles inland from the coast just south of Half Moon Bay.
There is no cell coverage and he gets about eleven TV stations with an antenna, with six that are in English. That perturbs him, my word, not his.
Politically correct isn't in his vocabulary. Being a registered Democrat and one that voted for Obama in 08, I could tell that some of what I was saying
was disturbing, but, not at all surprising to him. He had no idea about all the executive orders bypassing Congress nor the acquisition of guns and ammo
being stockpiled by different entities of the government just to name a couple. The information on the NDAA left him speechless.

 

This man has qualities that most others have discarded. His loyalty to people and friends would warm any heart. He's around 70 years old and a
Vietnam Vet. He learned a long time ago that fighting in that war wasn't patriotic when he came back home. Being one of principle, he has become
bitter towards our government because of all the lies told to him and others and absolutely does not trust those in charge. He has chosen not to follow
what is going on because he gets too mad and doesn't believe there is anything he can do to change any of it. Both Obama and Romney scare the hell
out of him. He doesn't believe either will keep their promises and follow what the Founders set up for America. The sadness I saw in his tired face broke
my heart. I saw clearly what a tyrannical government does to its people. And now,  his only choice as he sees it, is to live in an area he loves, eke out a
living to pay his rent and enjoy the hilltop with some semblance of peace.

 

By now you're probably wondering how the rat fits into this. Well...he has an old truck parked that isn't running. I had parked next to it and he said, "I
want to show you something." He raised the hood and this huge pack rat was sitting in the well established nest he had built for himself, just looking at
us. He had been there a while. Two days later we went into town and there was no washer fluid, odd, it had been filled not long ago.

 

I checked it the next morning and Mr. Rat had chewed the hose to the wiper fluid and what I saw laying on the top of the motor was pretty amazing.
There was one of our "Oklahoma Guardian" newspapers. Somehow he had gotten into the truck and swiped a copy to start his nest with under the
hood. I took the paper into the house and had told my friend what had happened.

 

Curiosity got the better of him and he read the article I had written on "Fear and Unrest, What Will You Do?" But...he continued to read the entire
newspaper. From all of our conversations we had had, after reading the newspaper he understood to a greater depth of what I had talked to him
about. It had come clear to him that it didn't matter what party you were registered as, if what both party's are doing is wrong, it's wrong.

 

He understood why we were doing what we do and I understood just how worn out he had become. So...I will continue this fight for America, for him,
and all of us. What an exceptional experience....and all because of a lesson from a rat. It doesn't get any better than that! 

 

I gots me a sugar daddy to go with all these kids!

Stuart and the State Chamber Sitting in a Tree,

K-I-S-S-I-N-G. 

First Comes Love, Then Comes Marriage,

Then Comes Stuart With a Baby Carriage…

 

Do kids still use that childhood ditty that our generation used to use on the playground to tease other kids that were smitten?   Yuck, girls had cooties
after all!  Or so we thought at that young age, later on we wanted all the cooties we could get.   If kids are still using the chant then it applies quite
well to Stuart Jolley the director of Oklahoma’s chapter of Americans For Prosperity (AFP).  This last week found old Stuart (AKA Little Man Viagra
spokesperson) slobbering all over the State Chamber  and supporting their judicial evaluation report that is purported to evaluate judges based on their
“pro business” positions.

 

Now we aren’t knocking the idea of someone keeping up with these judges and letting the voters know when the law isn’t followed and judges
disregard Oklahoma conservative values.  Appellate court judges stand for retention votes every six years and Oklahoma Supreme Court Justices stand
for retention at the next statewide election following their initial appointment.  As the sitting judges usually retain their seat by a two to one margin it is
entirely appropriate for someone to cast a leery eye on their records, our problem is with the State Chamber being the sole judge, jury, and
executioner.

 

24523

http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmjarabqehadajjaxajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmjarabqehadajjaxajbju/click.php
http://t.ymlp328.net/hwmjarabqehadajjaxajbju/click.php


So Stuart Jolly, ever the publicity hound, spooned up with the State Chamber in calling out four Justices for being activist judge:  Yvonne Kauger, James
Edmondson, Douglas Combs, and Noma Gurich.  Stuart said in an interview that he would be publicizing the judicial rankings to “thousands of its
members”.    Right…, I remember back when Stuart was claiming 40,000 member of Oklahoma AFP and we would have to lend him Sooner Tea Party
volunteers to staff his table at events.   People’s email address captured by others forwarding their newsletter hardly constitutes “membership in a
group.  Hell Stuart, don’t stop there, get a phone book and do some robo calls and claim everyone with a working phone number as a member.

 

Interesting enough, Stuart also claimed in a Capitol Beat story that he was considering whether or not to launch an advertising campaign against the
jurists, something that AFP National might be interested in as actually advertising against a candidate violates their 501C 3 status.

 

The problem with AFP endorsing the State Chamber judicial rankings is that the judges are ranked using a narrow set of interests, the big business
interests of the State Chamber with zero use of constitutional or civil rights votes.  The only issues covered were employment, medical malpractice,
product liability, insurance, other liability issues and workers’ compensation, nothing was considered that covered respect for existing law, freedom,
liberty, or justice. 

 

The judges do need reined in, the AT&T v. Oklahoma State Board of Equalization case resulted in a ruling that ruled that “intangible” property could be
assessed for purposes of ad valorem taxation, leading to a quick fix at the Capitol that allowed businesses to pay a token tax, but one that required
more bookkeeping for businesses and was and is a pain in the Stuart Jolley.  State Question 766 is to address this issue on the November ballot, but
allowing the State Chamber even more control over Oklahoman’s affairs is hardly a step forward for conservatives.

Poor Stuart, he reminds me of a blond joke:

Question:   What is the first thing a blond will do in the morning?

Answer:     She walks home…..

 

So once again Stuart Jolley embarrasses Oklahoma values and AFP by supporting the State Chamber instead of the common good.    No doubt someone
will catch him trudging North on the Broadway Extension one of these mornings,  pushing his baby carriage full of illegitimate State Chamber offspring,
already showing signs of his latest love child that he agreed to carry for the State Chamber.

 

 

Give This Man Some Help

Or Would You Rather See a Liberal Democrat Elected Again?

 

Dave Bell, one of our favorite candidates, is running against former representative Jabar Shumate of North Tulsa.   Shumate is a
liberal Democrat, allegedly accused of being a closeted gay man, and is someone that needs sent back to the life he is better suited
for.  Dave put out a request for campaign donations last week so his campaign can purchase more signage and flyers for precinct
walks.

Last week the Sooner Tea Party reached out to Brian Bingman, the President Pro Tem of the Senate and the one that has access to
Senate PAC money.   Bingman’s office did respond and they did talk to Dave Bell on the possibility of considering a PAC donation but
the staffer threw up a smokescreen of requirements before the Senate PAC would donate.  Basically if the candidate had the money
to jump through all their hoops, he wouldn’t need their donation.  Not good Brian, Dave Bell is a constitutional conservative, not a
process that you can size up and categorize.  Last I checked the Senate PAC had over $40,000 sitting in the bank and Dave Bell is
one of the handful of contested Senate races in November.

Let’s remind Brian Bingman that their PAC money was given to promote Republican candidates for Senate office.  You can email
Brian at bingman@oksenate.gov.

Let’s also dig into our pockets and donate directly to Dave Bell.  I will personally match the first $250.00 in donations to Dave so that
your hard earned money is stretched to do more good.  Just reply to this newsletter letting me know how much you donated and I
will send a matching amount to Dave Bell.  Any amount will help, from $5.00 to $5,000.00, and donations under $50 won’t become
public record if you wish, just make sure that you don’t contribute more than $50 per campaign because then the info becomes
public.  If your donation is over $50, include who you work for, your profession, along with your home address.

 

Dave is a hard core constitutional conservative and he will look out for our interests all across the state if we can get him elected.  
You can’t push Dave around, he stands for everything that the Republican Party Platform and the Tea Party stands for, and I think
you would have to kill him before he would break his word.  You can contact Dave at 918-638-9977 to donate or to volunteer. 
Please mail checks to Dave Bell for State Senate, 1312 North Canton, Tulsa Ok, 74115
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No Where to Hide Indeed

Once again State GOP Chairman Matt Pinnell cast aside decency and common sense with his weekly rant against other politicians.   In his blog
“Nowhere to Hide”  Matt takes Obama to task for his record so far, high unemployment, skyrocketing debt, and poor foreign policy.  He reminds us that
Obama said in 2008 that if he didn’t turn things around then he would be a one term president.  Fair enough Matt...

 

Pinnell goes on to brag about Romney’s Massachusetts record,  balancing the budget, cutting taxes, reduced spending, and job growth, all with a
Democrat controlled legislature.

 

Pinnell doesn’t mention though the decline of Oklahoma’s prosperity during his leadership of the GOP.   Our own unemployment is still fairly high, the
Governor that he helped elect and continues to support schemed  to implement Obama Care on Oklahomans, while the Capitol building crumbles
around her desk.  Pinnell himself made huge promises in 2010 to win the Oklahoma GOP State Chairman slot yet few of those promises were delivered. 
Pinnell sat on his hands and watched the two largest budgets in Oklahoma history get passed at the Capital, saw the Governor that he supported join
with the State Chamber of Commerce and RINO Republicans to support a bill that promised prosperity by taxing our way into economic freedom in a
2010  billion dollar state tax increase and Pinnell did this despite having a rock solid majority in the House, Senate, and all of the state agencies.

We can only hope that Republicans in Oklahoma make it to the February Republican precinct meetings, ask to be a delegate, and either remove Pinnell
from office or force him to do his job of supporting the Republican Party Platform.

 

Questioning the State Questions?
 

On September 23rd the Sooner Tea Party Newsletter published a list of State Questions that would be on the November ballot and made
recommendations on how to vote.   However we had to take a second look at one of those State Questions after new information popped up that made
us question if SQ 765 deserved a yes vote.   Sometimes many minds working on a possible corruption case or an attempt to confuse and lead astray
conservative voters will benefit finding the truth or will at least drive the cockroaches from the cracks where we can stomp on them.   Below in blue type
is the bill summary of every one of the State Questions along with the House voting record where it is warranted.  Sometimes knowing who voted for
and against a bill helps to define exactly what the intent of the legislature was.   But skip the blue type if you wish to get to the gist of the matter.

The legislative bill number needs to be linked with the State Question number to avoid confusion:

SQ758 = HJR1002     SQ759 =SJR15     SQ762 = SJR25    SQ764 = HJR1085

SQ765 = HJR1092       SQ766 = SJR52

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1002

                Version:               Senate Amendments

                Request Number:            NA

                Author:                Rep. Dank

                Date:     4/19/2011

                Impact: Change in the Rate of Growth

                                FY-14: $6,558,000 

The Tax Commission indicates the rate of potential growth in the revenue to taxing jurisdictions will be restrained. Analysis
undertaken by the Commission reveals that forty-two percent (42%) of residential and commercial property parcels may be subject
to a full five percent (5.0%) valuation increase at some point in future years. A reduction in the maximum annual rate of assessed
valuation increase to three percent (3.0%) will restrain the revenue growth rate approximately $6.56 million in FY-14. The estimate
is based on current county databases – the actual effect on revenue growth will be a function of changes in valuation in coming
years.

 

The change in growth resulting from a similar cap in agricultural land is not estimated, as the utilization of use value methodology to
value property is not expected to exceed the percentage cap.

 

 

Only around $7,000,000 in savings to the tax payer?  Small change, better than a sharp stick in the eye but they could do much better. 

Vote yes on SQ 758 
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BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR 15

                Version:               Committee Substitute

                Request Number:            1531

                Author:                Sen. Rob Johnson

                Date:     4/26/2011

                Impact: $0

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The CS for SJR 15 ask the voters to approve or reject an amendment that the state shall not grant preferential treatment to any
individual or group on certain specified conditions.  This state question will be on the General Election ballot, so it will cost no
additional funds to be voted upon.

 

Vote Yes on SQ 759

 

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

1st Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: SJR25

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:            N/A

                Author:                Representative Faught

                Date:     2/29/2012

                Impact: Estimated Cost Savings – DOC

                                $3.3 Million Annually

 

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CS for Engrossed SJR 25 sends to a vote of the people a proposed amendment to the State Constitution that would give the
Pardon and Parole Board the power to grant parole for nonviolent offenses and would require the Board to report annually to the
Legislature certain information about all paroles granted.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

The Committee Substitute for Engrossed SJR25 authorizes the Pardon and Parole Board to grant parole to nonviolent offenders.  This
action will allow nonviolent parolees to be released earlier than they are currently and save the Department of Corrections (DOC) the
cost of housing these offenders while awaiting approval from the Governor.

According to the Pardon & Parole Board, approximately 1,200 non-violent offenders are recommended for parole annually.  The
process typically takes about 90 days after the Board recommendation before the offender is released.  SJR25 would shorten that
process by approximately 60 days.  With average daily prison costs of $46/day per offender, SJR25 would save approximately $2,760
per offender, or $3.3 million annually.

 

 

 

                         OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    SENATE JOINT RES 25 Constitutional amendment; modifying parole             

    Steele              authority.  Ballot title.  Filing.                     
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    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   86                                                    RCS# 1194

         NAYS:    8                                                    2/29/2012

         EXC :    5                                                      2:25 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   86

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Blackwell          Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Brown              Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brumbaugh          Holland            Nelson             Shannon           

    Cannaday           Hoskin             Newell             Shelton           

    Casey              Inman              Nollan             Sherrer           

    Cockroft           Jackson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Condit             Johnson            Osborn             Shumate           

    Coody              Jordan             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cooksey            Kern               Peters             Thomsen           

    Cox                Key                Peterson           Tibbs             

    Dank               Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Denney             Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Derby              Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    DeWitt             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Dorman             Martin, St.        Richardson         Wesselhoft        

    Enns               McCullough         Roan               Williams          

    Faught             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ               

    NAYS:    8

    Bennett            Hamilton           Proctor            Ritze             

    Christian          Murphey            Reynolds           Terrill           

    EXCUSED:    5

    Billy              Kouplen            Trebilcock         

    Joyner             Morgan            

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 Vote No on SQ 762

 

 BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.: HJR 1085

                Version:               CS

                Request Number:           

                Author:                Richardson

                Date:     3/8/2012

                Impact: Impact only if bonds need to be issued

 

Research Analysis 

 

The committee substitute to HJR 1085 creates a state question to amend the Oklahoma Constitution by creating the Oklahoma Water
Resources Board (OWRB) Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund which is authorized to issue bonds used for a
reserve fund for water resource and sewage treatment financial assistance programs for subdivisions of the state. OWRB can issue
general obligation bonds up to $300,000,000 only after other monies and sources are used for repayment. The Legislature is required
to provide for administration for the fund, methods for issuing the bonds and sufficient appropriations to pay for the bonds.

 Fiscal Analysis
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CS for HJR 1085 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment creating within the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board the Water Infrastructure Credit Enhancement Reserve Fund.  The purpose of the Fund is to secure the payment on bonds
issued to provide for the Board’s financial assistance programs.  The bonds authorized by the amendment would only be issued in the
event of a future payment default and after all pledged monies, reserved funds required of borrowers, reserved funds required of
OWRB, and any surety bond payments have been used.  According to officials at the OWRB, this kind of default has never happened
in the history of OWRB’s lending and the likelihood of these bonds needing to be issued is minimal.  The purpose of the bond
authority is to allow towns and rural water districts the foundation of the state’s credit as they secure financing for water and
wastewater infrastructure upgrades as outlined by the Comprehensive Water Plan. 

 Other Considerations

 

According to the OWRB, existing financing programs are expected to only cover 10% of the future demand for upgrades and
improvements, leaving many Oklahoma communities to fend for themselves in securing financing. 

 

OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                           

   

   

    HOUSE JOINT RES 1085Constitutional amendment; water resources and          

    Richardson          sewage treatment program; bonds; ballot title;         

   

    THIRD READING       PASSED                                                 

   

         YEAS:   81                                                    RCS# 1407

         NAYS:   11                                                    3/12/2012

         EXC :    7                                                      3:08 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    2                                                             

    YEAS:   81

    Armes              Hall               McPeak             Sanders           

    Banz               Hardin             Moore              Schwartz          

    Billy              Hickman            Morrissette        Scott             

    Blackwell          Hilliard           Mulready           Sears             

    Brown              Holland            Newell             Shannon           

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Nollan             Shelton           

    Cannaday           Inman              Ortega             Sherrer           

    Casey              Jackson            Osborn             Shoemake          

    Cockroft           Jordan             Ownbey             Shumate           

    Condit             Joyner             Peterson           Stiles            

    Coody              Kirby              Pittman            Thomsen           

    Cooksey            Kouplen            Proctor            Vaughan           

    Cox                Liebmann           Pruett             Virgin            

    Dank               Lockhart           Quinn              Walker            

    Denney             Martin, Sc.        Renegar            Watson            

    Derby              Martin, St.        Richardson         Williams          

    DeWitt             McCullough         Roan               Wright            

    Dorman             McDaniel, C.       Roberts, D.        Mr.Speaker        

    Fourkiller         McDaniel, J.       Roberts, S.       

    Glenn              McDaniel, R.       Rousselot         

    Grau               McNiel             Russ              

    NAYS:   11

    Bennett            Hamilton           Key                Ritze             

    Christian          Johnson            Murphey            Terrill           

    Faught             Kern               Reynolds          

    EXCUSED:    7

    Enns               Nelson             Tibbs              Wesselhoft        

    Morgan             Peters             Trebilcock        

    CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE:    0

 

24528



Vote No on SQ 764

 

 

Below is the State Question that we… well, began to question after an email from Representative Osborn was forwarded to us.   When we looked back
at the bill information we found that the bill that was passed didn’t even mention the Governor controlling the DHS organization, it said that the
legislature would create and administrate the agency.

Below is what Osborn had sent out on SQ 765 and it is very close to other legislator’s email recommendations.  We aren’t picking on Osborn, just
pointing out that the misinformation is wide spread and that got us to comparing notes and tying together some loose ends.

SQ 765 Rep. Steele/Sen. Treat

A yes vote on this State Question would abolish the Commission for Human Services, a constitutionally mandated, 9 member group of unelected
volunteers.  It is a 1930’s governance model that can be traced to the agency’s major problems with an unaccountable commission and an insulated
director.  With the passage of this measure The DHS director will be appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.  This would place the
agency’s leadership closer to the people because the Governor is accountable to all the people of the state.  DHS would basically now be answering
directly to the public,  not an unelected, unaccountable commission.

 

Now here is what the legislation actually said about the bill that would become SQ 765:

 

This measure amends the State Constitution.  It provides for the repeal of Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 which relate to the Department of
Public Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  This measure grants the Legislature the authority to
create and direct by law the administration of a department or departments to provide for public welfare for the people of the State of Oklahoma. 

 

Section 6.  For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1
of this Article, the Legislature is hereby authorized to create a department or departments charged with the duty and responsibility of faithfully
administering and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section 1 of this Article and shall perform such other
duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law.

 

 

And a monstrous red flag popped up, on the enrolled (final version) of the bill Democrat Wade Rousselot was one of the House co authors, along with
Speaker Kris Steele, Jason Nelson, Pat Ownbey and Ron Peterson.  That is a rouge’s gallery if I ever saw one.

 

 Here is the header of the enrolled version with the author’s names in red type:

 

ENROLLED HOUSE

JOINT

RESOLUTION NO. 1092                                                                             By:        Steele, Rousselot, Nelson, Ownbey and Peterson of the House 

                                                                                                                                                                                and

                                                                                                                                     Treat, Brinkley and Johnson (Constance) of the Senate

 

 

So what is so ominous about Wade Rousselot’s participation?  We reported last week that Republican Governor Mary Fallin has allowed her
image to be used by incumbent House member Democrat Wade Rousselot’s campaign even though he is running against Republican David Tackett.

 

 

 

Tackett’s campaign put out the word on Fallin’s tactic support of an opposing party candidate against one of her own party’s candidates along with a
letter from Representative Mike Reynolds  and another from Representative Mike Ritze calling for Governor Fallin to set the record straight on allowing
the use of her picture.   This week other legislators joined in calling Fallin to limit the use of her image in supporting opposing candidates and to
publically endorse the Republican candidate for House District  12.  Also the Republican Chairman for Wagoner County called for Governor Fallin to
explain the use of her picture on Rousselot’s campaign material.

The Tackett campaign reported that one GOP official had this to say:

 

 "This is unprecedented.  I can't remember if there was a time that a State Representative sent out campaign literature with a picture of the Governor of
the opposing party.  And the fact that Governor Fallin has yet to endorse the Republican candidate in this race makes it even more troubling."
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We need everyone to contact the Governor about this mess and demand a response.   Governor Fallin's political director is Denise Northrup, and can be
contacted at     Ask her just who the Governor is supporting in the HD 12 race and why the Governor's picture is on a
Democrat's mailer.  Tell her that Oklahomans deserve an answer on this issue.

It would appear to be obvious that the Governor may well have struck a deal with the liberal Democrat, support a power grab to seize power over the
DHS department in exchange for her endorsement.   I ask you how this is different from the Leftwich scandal that generated flimsy Oklahoma County
criminal charges against two legislators in 2011?   Are the unusually worded SQ 765 information emails circulating an effort to subvert the will of the
legislature and potentially the vote of the people to maintain legislative control over the DHS agency?   Is this a Quid Pro Quo between Republican
Governor Fallin and Democrat Wade Rousselot?

Governor Fallin has a staff member read our newsletter every Sunday night right after it comes out.    Andrew Silverstri is the current Deputy Policy
Director for Governor Fallin and I must say he is conscientious about doing his task so we know that Governor Fallin also reads everything we write or at
least the most interesting parts.    It might be a good idea to email Andrew as well and pass along a request that Governor Fallin either endorse the
Republican candidate for House District 12 and put a stop to her support of Democrat Wade Roussselot or switch party her affiliation to Democrat.   

Here are those emails again:

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov

   

 

 

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  HJR 1092

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                10514

                Author:  Speaker Steele et al

                Date:      5/22/2012

                Impact:   $0

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for HJR 1092 sends to a vote of the people a proposed constitutional amendment that would repeal Sections 2, 3 and 4 of Article 25 of the State
Constitution that created the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare position.  The measure would authorize the Legislature to
create and direct by law the administration of the Department of Human Services.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

CCR A for HJR 1092 provides for a proposed amendment to the state Constitution and a ballot title related to repealing sections regarding the Department of Public
Welfare, the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission and the Director of Public Welfare.  In addition, the measure grants the Legislature the authority to create and
direct by law the administration of a department(s) to provide for public welfare for Oklahomans.

 

 

  OKLAHOMA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES                     

                              Fifty-Third Legislature                          

                               First Regular Session                            

   

   

    CCR HJR1092         Constitutional amendment; Oklahoma Public Welfare      

    Steele              Commission; authorizing the Legislature to create      

   

    FOURTH READING      PASSED                                                  

   

         YEAS:   80                                                    RCS# 1948

         NAYS:    7                                                    5/22/2012

         EXC :   11                                                      5:30 PM

         C/P :    0                                                            

         VAC :    3                                                            

    YEAS:   80

    Armes              Grau               McDaniel, J.       Rousselot         

    Banz               Hall               McDaniel, R.       Russ              

    Billy              Hamilton           McNiel             Sanders           

    Blackwell          Hardin             Moore              Schwartz           

    Brown              Hickman            Mulready           Scott             

    Cannaday           Holland            Murphey            Sears             
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    Casey              Inman              Nelson             Shannon           

    Christian          Jackson            Nollan             Sherrer           

    Condit             Johnson            Ortega             Shoemake          

    Coody              Jordan             Osborn             Shumate           

    Cooksey            Joyner             Ownbey             Stiles            

    Cox                Kern               Peters             Terrill           

    Dank               Key                Peterson           Trebilcock        

    Denney             Kirby              Pittman            Vaughan           

    Derby              Kouplen            Proctor            Virgin            

    DeWitt             Liebmann           Pruett             Walker            

    Enns               Lockhart           Quinn              Watson            

    Faught             Martin, Sc.        Roan               Wesselhoft        

    Fourkiller         Martin, St.        Roberts, D.        Wright            

    Glenn              McCullough         Roberts, S.        Mr.Speaker        

    NAYS:    7

    Bennett            Morrissette        Reynolds           Williams          

    Dorman             Renegar            Ritze             

    EXCUSED:   11

    Brumbaugh          Hoskin             Morgan             Shelton           

    Cockroft           McDaniel, C.       Newell             Thomsen           

    Hilliard           McPeak             Richardson        

    And our recommendation on SQ 765? 

We suggest that everyone vote yes on the  condition that they be ready to help keep the legislature in control of the DHS and oppose any power grab
by Governor Mary Fallin.

 

Straight party line voting on this one.

  

BILL SUMMARY

2nd Session of the 53rd Legislature

 

                Bill No.:  SJR 52

                Version: CCRA

                Request Number:                3513

                Author:  Rep. Dank

                Date:      5/23/2012

                Impact:   Tax Commission:

                                Local Revenue Impact

                                FY-13: $0

                                FY-14: Decrease of $50.1 Million

 

Research Analysis 

 

The CCS for SJR52 directs the Secretary of State to refer to the people a proposed amendment to the Oklahoma Constitution exempting all intangible personal
property from ad valorem taxation.

 

 

Fiscal Analysis

 

Tax Commission analysis date May 22, 2012, indicates the resolution amends Section 6A of Aerticle X of the Oklahoma Constitution to provide that, beginning
January 1, 2013, intangible personal property will not be subject to ad valorem taxation or to any other tax in-lieu of ad valorem taxation.

 

The estimated revenue impact of removing intangibles from central/unit valued companies is a $50,139,999 loss of ad valorem revenue to local taxing jurisdictions.

 

Vote yes on SQ 766
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Food Stamp Phone Shumate

 

They call those "free" cell phones that are given away on street  corners by vendors "food stamp phones" because if you are on food stamps you qualify
for a "free" phone that you and I pay for through our phone bill taxes. That sense of entitlement is mirrored in Represenatative Jabar Shumate's
campaign donation records.

Yeah, this one is a long article but you can scroll though the table of info below quickly while paying attention to the the info highlighted in red type.  
This guy is paying campaign workerss to walk for him; I didn’t know that was even legal!  No one has ever paid any Tea Party volunteers to walk
precincts for candidates!   Plus Representative Shumate is buying tires for his car, traveling to San Francisco (I'm going to bite my tounge on that one),
donating to organizations that support gays, lesbians, and transsexuals, and good lord, look at his Starbucks bill!

 

The gay connection was interesting as although there was plenty of rumors and he said/he said info coming out of Tulsa  alledging that Shumate was a
closeted gay this was the first real documented connection between Shumate and a gay supported organization.   Now we aren’t bashing on the gays, 
we tend to leave them alone if they aren't bothering anybody, just pointing out that Shumate supports their issues.  Read this article posted on the
Rainbow Coalition website.  The relevant info is highlighted in red:

 

 

 

February 08, 2012

The Rainbow PUSH CoalitionApplauds Prop 8 Ruling

Please see below a statement, from Rev. Jesse L. Jackson Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, regarding marriage equality. 

“Many years ago in the late 1970s’, I visited South Africa, then deep in the throes of apartheid system. I was asked by the media what I thought of the
situation, and I said something very culturally challenging to them, “I believe in human rights for all human beings. We must measure human rights by
one yardstick.” That principle – our moral center - still applies. Everything flows from this perspective. We all matter. Today let us fix the problem, not
fix the blame – let us come together and build a broad coalition.

We stand together today as equal members of the human family; as consistent principled advocates for human rights for all people. We stand together
today to uphold the principles of due process, of equal protection under the law, of fighting against discrimination against any and all people based on
race, religion, gender or sexual orientation. 

We applaud today's court ruling that supports Marriage Equality, striking down Proposition 8 as unconstitutional. Peoples' right to self-expression, self-
determination be respected and affirmed. It's time to challenge ignorance, a time to break the silence and the chains of hatred, of divisive and
discriminatory bigotry. Marriage is based on love and commitment — not on sexual orientation. Rainbow PUSH supports the right for any person to
marry the person of their choosing..

If Dr. King and our civil rights movement has taught us anything, it’s the fundamental principle of that all people deserve Equal protection under the
law. LGBT people deserve equal rights – including marriage equality – and equal protection under the law. Discrimination against one group of people is
discrimination against all of us. The State – and the Courts - should not sanction discrimination.

To those that believe in and fought for civil rights, that marched to end discrimination and win equality, you must not become that which you hated. It’s
past time to persist in hypocrisy and ignorance, and time to come out of the shadows and darkness to support unequivocally, equality for all people.
Those that support civil and human rights cannot, must not, become perpetrators of discrimination against others based upon race, religion, culture,
sexual orientation. 

African Americans know too well the sting of legal, state sanctioned, constitutionally driven “second class” citizenship – from centuries of legal slavery
and Jim Crow segregation, to classified as 3/5 of a human being in the U.S. Constitution, to facing anti-miscegenation laws that prevented Blacks from
marrying whites.

Marriage is a fundamental right of all individuals. That principle was upheld today — for Blacks and Whites, for straight and gay, for ALL Americans. No
group of people should be denied their fundamental constitutional liberties, like equal protection under the law, simply because of who they are.

Interestingly enough,reportedly the black community hates it when gays compare what they went through in the civil rights struggle to the gay rights
movement.  Many blacks believe that the comparison cheapens their struggle, perverts it if I might be so bold to use that word.   Representative
Shumate is certainly struggling to keep one foot in the black community and in the gay community, risky politics at best.  The Tea Party could care less
what Representative Shumate does to churn his butter but we don’t like hypocrisy, if he is gay he should come right out and admit it.  If he isn’t gay he
should address the allegations and put them to rest.

And take a look at all the “constituent gifts”.   This report reads like it is a slush fund to funnel campaign money to pay for Representative Shumate's
personal expenses.   That needs looking into, they cut off the gifts from lobbyists or at least make them public then allow money from campaign war
chests to be spent on travel, Starbucks, Burlington Coat Factory, Wal-Mart, and so on?  Spending $20 for breakfast at Starbucks on a regular basis? 
That is living high on the hog

Date Brief description of
the expenditure(s) 

Name and
address of the
person/entity to
which expen 

diture was made.  

Beneficiary Explanation of
Purpose 

Amount Year-to-
date total 

Mar 30,
2009 

Shuttle Service Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

2.85 12.85 

Mar 30,
2009 

Gasoline ONCUE Express 101
1 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City,

   Legislative
Business Travel 

8.66 12.31 
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OK 73104 
Mar 30,
2009 

Printing AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

   Legislative
Business 

16.00 128.00 

Mar 30,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

25.00 1,675.28 

Mar 30,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Abuelo's
17 East Sheridan
Oklahonma City,
OK 73104 

   Legislative
Business 

87.26 163.96 

Mar 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Sheraton Hotel
801 N. St. Asaph
Street
Alexandria,
VA 22314 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

155.88 155.88 

Mar 29,
2009 

Hotel Stay Embassy Suites
4650 W. Airport Fwy
Irving, TX 75062 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

148.35 148.35 

Mar 26,
2009 

Airport Shuttle Washington Metro
600 5th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

10.00 12.85 

Mar 26,
2009 

Baggage Check American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

15.00 1,675.28 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Lounge 201
201 Massachusetts
Avenue NE
Washington,
DC 20002 

   Legislative
Business Travel 

22.80 22.80 

Mar 26,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Hyatt Hotel
1000 H Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

30.40 30.40 

Mar 25,
2009 

Coffee Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

3.97 40.99 

Mar 25,
2009 

Volunteer Thank You
Gifts 

Travel Traders
999 9th Street NW
Washington,
DC 20001 

 Volunteer Thank
You Gifts 

26.44 40.99 

Mar 24,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Mar 23,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Cheevers Cafe
2409 Hudson
Avenue
Oklahoma City,
OK 73106 

 Legislative
Business 

29.47 29.47 

Mar 23,
2009 

Office Supplies Cartridge World
1605 North Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Office Supplies 35.36 70.72 

Mar 23,
2009 

Constituant Thank
You Gift 

Bed Bath & Beyond
5352 East Skelly
Drive
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You Gift 

35.69 35.69 

Mar 20,
2009 

Thank You Card Target
2417 W. Main Street
Norman, OK 73069 

 Thank You
Card 

2.11 2.11 

Mar 20,
2009 

Donation Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority
Post Office Box
48608
Tulsa, OK 74148 

 Status of
Women
Luncheon 

100.00 130.00 

Mar 20,
2009 

Advertisement Deborah Brown
Community School
2 South Elgin
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74120 

 Legislative
Travel 

125.00 300.00 

Mar 17,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 40.00 857.24 

Mar 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

18.69 55.63 

Mar 13,
2009 

Parking AMPCO Parking
2800 SW 23rd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73119 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

8.00 128.00 

Mar 13,
2009 

Luggage Check Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run
Place
Brentwood,
TN 37027 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.00 271.89 

Mar 12,
2009 

Hotel Shuttle Blue Cab
1417 Oakland Park
Avenue
Columbus Ohio,
OK 43224 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

29.19 29.19 

Mar 12,
2009 

Printing Staples Office
Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

94.95 875.63 

Mar 09,
2009 

Dinner Meeting Chilis Restaurant
1957 S. Muskogee
Tahlequah,
OK 74464 

 Legislative
Business 

50.96 50.96 
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Mar 08,
2009 

Office Supplies Wal-Mart
1801 Bell Isle Blvd
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Office Supplies 35.22 132.25 

Mar 06,
2009 

Airline Ticket American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Ohio Leg. for
Nat'l Alliance for
Charter Schools 

339.89 1,675.28 

Mar 03,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Mar 02,
2009 

Thank You Notes Reasor's
2429 East 15th
Street
Tulsa, OK 74104 

 Thank You
Notes 

35.68 35.68 

Mar 02,
2009 

Esquire Club Parkhill Warehouse
5111 South Lewis
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Dinner Meeting 90.37 214.26 

Mar 02,
2009 

Airline Ticket Northwest Airlines
1105 Arbor Run
Place
Brentwood,
TN 37027 

 National Urban
League
Conference 

256.89 271.89 

Feb 27,
2009 

Lunch Meeting VZD's Restaurant
4200 North Western
Oklahoma City,
OK 73118 

 Legislative
Business 

29.96 63.63 

Feb 26,
2009 

Constituant Thank
You Gift 

Jensco, Inc
77-C Woodland
Street
Manchester,
CT 06042 

 Constutuant
Thank You Gift 

15.98 15.98 

Feb 25,
2009 

Cellular Phone United States Cellular
6701 East 41st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone 174.56 3,587.08 

Feb 23,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

OETA OK
Broadcasting
Post Office Box
14190
Oklahoma City,
OK 73113 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

30.00 30.00 

Feb 23,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Pearls Oyster Bar
928 NW 63rd
Oklahona City,
OK 73116 

 Legislative
Business 

36.94 55.63 

Feb 23,
2009 

Pikepass Rebill Oklahoma Turnpike
Authority
4401 West Memorial
Road #130
Oklahoma City,
OK 73134 

 Pikepass Rebill 46.70 857.24 

Feb 17,
2009 

Constituant Thank
You 

Mary Murray's Florist
3333 East 31st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74135 

 Constituant
Thank You 

51.91 51.91 

Feb 16,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

9.00 191.03 

Feb 16,
2009 

Printing Staples Office
Supplies
2711 South Harvard
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74114 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

63.47 875.63 

Feb 10,
2009 

Lunch Meeting On The Border
Restaurant
3500 NW
Expressway
Oklahoma City,
OK 73112 

 Legislative
Business 

81.74 109.23 

Feb 09,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Crown Plaza Of Tulsa
100 East 2nd Street
Tulsa, OK 74103 

 Legislative
Business 

16.50 16.50 

Feb 08,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

201.08 394.21 

Feb 07,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

38.56 191.03 

Feb 04,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Feb 03,
2009 

Hotel Stay Residence Inn -
Dallas
7642 LBJ Freeway
Dallas, TX 75251 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

51.75 51.75 

Feb 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Zephyrs Patio Lounge
5628 Sears Street
Dallas, TX 75206 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

25.50 25.50 

Feb 02,
2009 

Car Rental Alamo Car Rental
7777 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74115 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.66 40.66 

Feb 02,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

46.05 138.15 

Feb 02,
2009 

Legislative
Advertisement 

Perry Publishing And
Broadcasting
7030 South Yale
Avenue #302
Tulsa, OK 74136 

 Legislative
Advertisement 

50.00 11,489.70 

Feb 02, Telephone Service Cox Communications  2008 Campaign 389.09 1,113.73 
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2009 1811 East 51st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74136 

HQ 

Jan 30,
2009 

Hotel Stay Lincoln Inn Of OKC
5405 North Lincoln
Oklahoma City,
OK 73105 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

92.10 138.15 

Jan 28,
2009 

Lunch Meeting Brookside By Day
Restaurant
3313 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

 Legislative
Business 

24.27 24.27 

Jan 26,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 26,
2009 

Cellular Phone
Service 

United States Cellular
6701 East 41st
Street
Tulsa, OK 74145 

 Cellular Phone
Service 

174.56 3,587.08 

Jan 24,
2009 

Auto Rental Hotwire
655 Montgomery
Street
San Francisco,
CA 94111 

 Legislative
Travel 

193.13 394.21 

Jan 20,
2009 

Service Charge/Airline
Ticket Change 

American Airlines
Post Office Box
619612 MD 2400
DFW Airport,
TX 75261 

 Legislative
Business Travel 

40.00 1,675.28 

Jan 14,
2009 

Hotel Stay Springhill Suites
3 SE Interstate
Drive
Lawton, OK 73501 

 Legislative Black
Caucus Retreat 

101.02 101.02 

Jan 12,
2009 

Gasoline E Z Go Mart
H. E. Bailey
Turnpike
Chickasha,
OK 73018 

 Legislative
Travel 

15.12 15.12 

Jan 09,
2009 

Antivirus Software DRI Trend Micro
Unkown
Unknown,
OK 00000 

 Antivirus
Software 

35.95 35.95 

Jan 09,
2009 

Cellular Phone Repair The Signal Cellular
Repair
625 Willow Springs
Lane
York, PA 17406 

 Cellular Phone
Repair 

50.00 50.00 

Jan 09,
2009 

Accounting, Clerical,
Typesetting 

Kathryne Horner
1238 West Reading
Street
Tulsa, OK 74127 

 Accounting,
Clerical,
Typesetting 

300.00 7,200.00 

Jan 06,
2009 

Post Office Box
Renewal 

United States
Postmaster
626 East Apache
Street
Tulsa, OK 74106 

 Post Office Box
Renewal 

42.00 442.84 

Jan 02,
2009 

Lunch Meeting The Brook Restaurant
3401 South Peoria
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74105 

Date Brief description of
the expenditure(s)

Name and address
of the
person/entity to
which expenditure
was made.

BeneficiaryExplanation of
Purpose

Amount Year-to-
date total

Jun 11,
2012 

Breakfast Starbuck's Coffee
House
1832 Utica Square
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Camapign Legislative
Business
Meeting 

20.00 504.19 

Jun 11,
2012 

Postage United States Post
Office
626 East Apache
Street
Tulssa, OK 74106 

Camapign Postage 32.00 317.76 

Jun 11,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

62.30 227.08 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement Prairie Production
1637 South Boston
Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74119 

Campaign Advertisement 351.09 696.96 

Jun 11,
2012 

Advertisement The Oklahoma Eagle
624 East Archer
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Campaign Advertisement 1,320.00 5,970.00 

Jun 08,
2012 

Refreshments Walgreens
405 East 2nd Street
Sand Springs,
OK 74063 

Campaign Campaign
Headquarters 

51.68 227.08 

Jun 08,
2012 

Telephone Polling SHO & Associates
2840 Linda Lane
Oklahoma City,
OK 73115 

Campaign Campaign 4,649.48 4,649.48 

Jun 07,
2012 

Campaign Walking Kevin Watkins
1301 North Denver
Tulsa, OK 74106 

Campaign Campaign
Walking 

40.00 430.00 

Jun 07,
2012 

Meal Mazzio's Pizza
2305 West Edison
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walkers 

40.82 155.16 

Jun 07,
2012 

Gasoline Quick Trip
229 N. Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Legislative
Travel 

60.95 2,616.96 

Jun 06,
2012 

Meal McDonald's
Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Campaign Campaign
Walker 

6.04 33.69 

Jun 06, Meal McDonald's Campaign Campaign 14.26
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2012 Restaurant
229 North Gilcrease
Museum Road
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Walkers 

Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Is Nebraska"s cash balance pension a model?
Date: Monday, July 25, 2011 9:02:39 AM

Monday, July 25, 2011

STATELINE
REPORTING

Is Nebraska's cash balance pension a model? 
By Stephen C. Fehr, Stateline Staff Writer

Nebraska uses an unusual hybrid pension plan that blends the traditional fixed-benefit approach with

something resembling a 401(k). Looking to save money, several states are considering copying it.

Texas governor defends New York's right to pass gay marriage law 
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: Hundreds of same-sex couples got married in New York State on Sunday, when a law

legalizing the unions took effect. Just days earlier, Texas Governor Rick Perry, a conservative who may

pursue the Republican presidential nomination, backed New York’s right to pass the law, saying “that’s their

business.”

Ohio's Kasich opts for a health insurance exchange 
By Christine Vestal, Stateline Staff Writer

HEALTH BEAT: Republican Governor John Kasich opposes the federal health care overhaul. But he

announced last week he wants to move ahead with one of its key components, creating a health insurance

exchange, rather than having the federal government do it for Ohio.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: States cut programs that help the poor cool their homes
By Tom Coyne, The Associated Press, The Columbia Missourian
SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Many states hit hardest by this week's searing heat wave have drastically cut or

entirely eliminated programs that help poor people pay their electric bills, forcing thousands to go without

air conditioning when they need it most.

GA: Video of a lethal injection reopens questions on the privacy of
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executions
By Erica Goode, The New York Times
As Andrew Grant DeYoung died by lethal injection in a prison in Jackson, Ga., on Thursday night, a video

camera watched silently.

CO: No dice for casino tax cut 
By Stephanie Simon, The Wall Street Journal
DENVER—A tax cut for casinos has sparked an outcry in Colorado, prompting Gov. John Hickenlooper to

replace the commission that approved the move even as the state was cutting its budget.

KS: Budget chief seeks end to Kansas income tax 
By Dion Lefler, Wichita Eagle
Gov. Sam Brownback's budget chief is working on a renewed effort for next year to dramatically reduce or

do away with state income taxes — a proposal Democrats are calling shameful.

GA: Colleges learn to cash in
By James Salzer and Laura Diamond, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
While billions have been cut from state government's budget during the Great Recession, the University

System of Georgia has been on a comparative spending spree.

FL: Charters get $55 million for upkeep, other schools get zero
By Dave Weber, The Orlando Sentinel
Traditional public schools in Florida will get no money from the state this year for additions or needed

repairs to thousands of aging buildings, but charter schools will score big. All of the state cash budgeted for

school construction and maintenance is going to the independent, tax-financed charters favored by the

Republican-dominated Legislature and Gov.Rick Scott.

ND: Over Fighting Sioux logo, North Dakota fights alone
By Dave Kolpack, The Associated Press, The Bismarck Tribune
North Dakota political leaders are asking the NCAA to back off and let the state's flagship university keep

its Fighting Sioux name and logo, even at the risk of potential blacklisting and scorn by other universities

and its own conference.

CA: From Governor Moonbeam to Governor Sunbeam -- Brown
pushes for alternative energy
By Dana Hull, The Mercury News (San Jose)
During his first two terms nearly four decades ago, Jerry Brown became famously known as Governor

Moonbeam.

CT: Malloy, unions approve new deal 
By Christopher Keating, The Hartford Courant
After marathon, all-day talks, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy reached a deal Friday night with the state employee

unions that would guarantee four years of no layoffs and avert deep budget cuts in many agencies.

OR: Oregon's largest public employee union agrees to tentative
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contract requiring shared health costs
By Michelle Cole, The Oregonian (Portland)
Two of Oregon's largest public employee unions made unprecedented concessions last week, agreeing for

the first time to pay a portion of the cost of their health insurance premiums.

DE: Delaware lawmakers deluged with demand for 'Caylee's Law'
By Chad Livengood, The News Journal (New Castle-Wilmington)
The outrage expressed over Florida mother Casey Anthony being acquitted of murder in the high-profile

death of her 2-year-old daughter has triggered calls for tougher laws on negligent parents in Delaware.

CA: Fiscal and prison overcrowding crises could lead to Three-Strikes
reform
By Paul T. Rosynsky, Contra Costa Times
From almost the day California's Three Strikes sentencing law was approved by voters in 1994, opponents

have tried and failed to repeal or amend the politically popular measure.
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From: Stateline Daily
To: Wendy Gregory
Subject: Is "Romneycare" in danger, too?
Date: Friday, March 30, 2012 8:29:49 AM

Friday, March 30, 2012

STATELINE
REPORTING

States may lose federal help in fighting radon 
By Jim Malewitz, Stateline Staff Writer

Federal budget cuts worry state officials who depend on money from Washington to help combat cancer-

causing radon gas.

Would 'Obamacare' demise mean end of 'Romneycare,' too? 
By John Gramlich, Stateline Staff Writer

TODAY'S TAKE: Legal experts are debating what would happen to Massachusetts' sweeping health

insurance law if the federal legislation it inspired, the Affordable Care Act, is struck down.

Divided Congress resorts to 3-month highway bill 
By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline Staff Writer

TRANSPORTATION BEAT: Congress keeps highway money flowing to the states for another three

months, but the prospects are dim for a longer-term deal.

Here are Stateline's picks for today's most important news from state capitols around
the country.

US: Next step for Supreme Court on Obamacare -- secret Friday vote
By Mark Sherman, The Associated Press, The Christian Science Monitor
While the rest of us have to wait until  June, the justices of the Supreme Court will know the likely outcome

of the historic health care case by the time they go home this weekend.

US: States stick to health law strategies
By Jason Millman, Politico
This week at the Supreme Court showed that President Barack Obama's health care law could face a real

threat of being overturned — but so far, the states don't show any signs that they're going to change their

implementation plans.

24540

http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=hLT3qtt5mEM_hslqrum3kw
mailto:editor@stateline.org
mailto:Wendy.Gregory@gov.ok.gov
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=9dNSt6lWfWrvREGVghj3TA
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=XxdXXydPzD2y6fR2P21MoQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=b1dMZW16Q_Id6BP2boAhAQ
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=aNEKaViIDDND5sMCS7DTDw
http://info.pewtrusts.org/site/R?i=bT5FOQeJWKBeDkLrNeU4xg


LA: Bobby Jindal-backed education bills near the final bell in
Louisiana Legislature
By Bill Barrow, The Times-Picayune (New Orleans)
A vast expansion of charter schools, an overhaul of teacher tenure and establishment of a statewide

program to pay private school tuition with public dollars moved within one step of final passage Thursday,

as the Louisiana Senate Education Committee endorsed the headliner components of Gov. Bobby Jindal's

education agenda without changes or dissent.

GA: Georgia lawmakers pass abortion bill on last, emotional day
By Kristina Torres and Christopher Quinn, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Two of the most contentious issues of this year's General Assembly passed on the last day of this year's

session, salvaged by Republican leaders who wanted to tout them as major victories this election year.

FL: Scott must decide future of pensions bill
By Steve Bousquet, The Miami Herald
On the last day of the 2012 session, state lawmakers voted to reduce contributions to the retirement

accounts of 100,000 public employees, many of whom work in higher education or law enforcement. The

bill (HB 5005) passed both chambers by wide margins with little discussion and will soon reach Gov. Rick

Scott, who said he has not decided whether to sign it.

MD: O'Malley commutes sentences of two convicted for murder
By Aaron C. Davis, The Washington Post
Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley (D) on Thursday commuted the prison terms of inmates serving life

sentences for murder — a first for the governor, who won the state's top office on a reputation as a tough-

on-crime, big-city mayor.

WI: Walker recall is a go
By Scott Bauer, The Associated Press, The Post-Crescent (Appleton)
Wisconsin elections officials said Thursday that nearly 901,000 signatures were collected on petitions to

recall Republican Gov. Scott Walker from office, more than enough for an election to be ordered.

CO: Analysts -- Colorado Democrats' effort to unseat Secretary of
State Gessler a longshot 
By Sara Burnett, The Denver Post
As the Colorado Democratic Party spent Thursday vetting potential ways to remove Republican Secretary

of State Scott Gessler from office, political observers characterized the effort as everything from "off-the-

wall" to a political ploy and — perhaps most important — a longshot.

ID: Idaho cuts taxes for top earners
By Betsy Z. Russell, Spokesman-Review (Spokane)
The Idaho Legislature wrapped up a contentious 81-day session Thursday, passing a $35.7 million tax cut

for top earners and pushing through last-minute changes in Senate ethics rules that were bitterly opposed

by Senate Democrats.

CA: California state colleges weigh asking students about sexual
orientation
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By Larry Gordon, Los Angeles Times
California's state colleges and universities are laying plans to ask students about their sexual orientation

next year on application or enrollment forms, becoming the largest group of schools in the country to do so.

AZ: Brewer lashes out against other states urging high court to void
SB 1070
By Howard Fischer, East Valley Tribune
Gov. Jan Brewer is lashing out at officials from nearly a dozen other states for their bid urging the U.S.

Supreme Court to void Arizona's immigration law.
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[DATE] 
 
 
 
[NAME]  
[UNIT NUMBER & STREET] 
[CITY, STATE, ZIP] 
 
Dear [NAME]: 
 

Thank you for contacting the governor’s office regarding your thoughts regarding the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  The governor is appreciative of your time and 
willingness to share your concerns with her and has asked me to respond.  

 
For many months the governor’s office worked with many parties to ascertain what could 

be done to increase quality and access to health care while containing costs without placing an 
undue burden on taxpayers or the state.  Despite the opposition of the governor and 
overwhelming majority of Oklahomans, the state of Oklahoma has been legally forced to either 
build an exchange that is compliant or default to an exchange run by the federal government.   

 
After consideration of the facts the governor informed the United States Secretary of 

Health Kathleen Sebelus that Oklahoma would not be pursing the creation of its own exchange.  
Furthermore, she has stated any exchange that is PPACA compliant will be ‘state-run’ in name 
only.  It does not benefit the hardworking Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a 
new government program that ultimately will be run by the federal government and is opposed 
by a clear majority of Oklahomans. 

    
Finally, Governor Fallin has clearly defined the state’s directions moving forward as 

twofold.  Firstly her office, and a majority of the state’s citizens, will continue the support for the 
Oklahoma Attorney General’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA.  The second and equally 
important task would be pursuing state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain 
costs for Oklahoma families.  While encouraging serious reform in the areas of Medicaid and 
public health, the governor will also be working with stakeholders to develop a  plan to reduce 
the number of uninsured citizens and cost of healthcare. 

 
Again, thank you for taking the time to write this office and we appreciate your support 

as the governor works to address the many challenges facing our great state of Oklahoma. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Sean Rose 
Public Affairs Liaison  
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<Date> 
 
<Name> 
<Address> 
<City, State, Zip> 
 
<Dear> 

 
 
Thank you for contacting the office of Governor Mary Fallin. The Governor appreciates your 

willingness to express your thoughts regarding healthcare in Oklahoma and asked me to respond. 
 

Over the past few months, the governor has been working with law makers, Oklahoma 
stakeholders and healthcare experts across the country to determine the best course of action for 
Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid 
under the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act (PPACA). It has been the direct priority of Governor 
Fallin's administration to determine the best ways to increase quality and access to health care, contain 
costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. The governor firmly believes 
that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the 
United States while contributing to the nation's growing deficit crisis. 
 

Despite Governor Fallin’s ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of 
Oklahoma is legally obligated to build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama 
administration, or to default to an exchange run by the federal government. Additionally, the people of 
Oklahoma have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their 
support of State Questions 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting implementation of key 
components of PPACA. The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at 
$30 million to $50 million dollars; the cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is 
staggering and unsustainable.  
 

The governor has decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama’s Administration 
proposed optional expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of 
Oklahoma up to 475 million between now and 2020, not including the escalating annual expenses in 
subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma's reliance on federal money that may or may not be 
available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal government. On the state level, 
massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important government 
priorities such as education and public safety. Governor Fallin does not believe that this proposed 
expansion offers meaningful reforms to a massive entitlement program already contributing to an out-of-
control spending of the federal government. Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally 
responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured 
among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that 
allows families in need of health care, real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very 
successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon and continue to create viable healthcare systems that reduce 
costs while improving health outcomes. 
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At this time, 60,000 Oklahomans are currently eligible for Medicaid assistance but are not 

enrolled into the assistance program. Because of PPACA mandates, most of those who are eligible will 
likely enroll in the coming years. The state of Oklahoma is legally obligated by federal law to extend 
Medicaid benefits to these eligible Oklahoman’s that choose to enroll. Therefore, Governor Fallin has 
included in this year’s budget $40 million to cover the cost of annualization and maintenance of these 
benefits to those that choose to enroll into the Medicaid program.     
 

The governor stated that Oklahoma will move forward and pursue two actions simultaneously. 
The first will be to continue the support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal 
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous 
legal, in which the governor remains optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
 

The second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health 
outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. While the governor has opted not to build a state-
based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the 
Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoma’s.  Governor Fallin believes 
that serious reform should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health where effective chronic 
disease prevention and management programs could address skyrocketing medical bills linked to 
avoidable hospital visits. Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured and contain the cost of healthcare. The governor is looking forward to working with leaders 
and lawmakers in both parties to pursue healthcare solutions for Oklahoma families.  

 
Again, we thank you for taking the time to write and share your suggestions. As we address the 

many challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share your thoughts with us. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
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[DATE] 
 
 
 
[NAME]  
[UNIT NUMBER & STREET] 
[CITY, STATE, ZIP] 
 
Dear [NAME]: 
 

Thank you for contacting the governor’s office regarding your thoughts regarding the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  The governor is appreciative of your time 
and willingness to share your concerns with her and has asked me to respond.  

 
For many months the governor’s office worked with many parties to ascertain what could 

be done to increase quality and access to health care while containing costs without placing an 
undue burden on taxpayers or the state.  Despite the opposition of the governor and 
overwhelming majority of Oklahomans, the state of Oklahoma has been legally forced to either 
build an exchange that is compliant or default to an exchange run by the federal government.   

 
After consideration of the facts the governor informed the United States Secretary of 

Health Kathleen Sebelus that Oklahoma would not be pursing the creation of its own exchange.  
Furthermore, she has stated any exchange that is PPACA compliant will be ‘state-run’ in name 
only.  It does not benefit the hardworking Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a 
new government program that ultimately will be run by the federal government and is opposed 
by a clear majority of Oklahomans. 

    
Finally, Governor Fallin has clearly defined the state’s directions moving forward as 

twofold.  Firstly her office, and a majority of the state’s citizens, will continue the support for the 
Oklahoma Attorney General’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA.  The second and equally 
important task would be pursuing state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain 
costs for Oklahoma families.  While encouraging serious reform in the areas of Medicaid and 
public health, the governor will also be working with stakeholders to develop a plan to reduce 
the number of uninsured citizens and cost of healthcare. 

 
Again, thank you for taking the time to write this office and we appreciate your support 

as the governor works to address the many challenges facing our great state of Oklahoma. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Sean Rose 
Public Affairs Liaison  
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[DATE] 
 
 
 
[NAME]  
[UNIT NUMBER & STREET] 
[CITY, STATE, ZIP] 
 
Dear [NAME]: 
 

Thank you for contacting the governor’s office regarding your thoughts regarding the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and expansion of the state’s Medicaid system.  The 
governor is appreciative of your time and willingness to share your concerns with her and has asked me to 
respond.  

 
For many months the governor’s office worked with many parties to ascertain what could be done 

to increase quality and access to health care while containing costs without placing an undue burden on 
taxpayers or the state.  Despite the opposition of the governor and overwhelming majority of 
Oklahomans, the state of Oklahoma has been legally forced to either build an exchange that is compliant 
or default to an exchange run by the federal government.   

 
After consideration of the facts the governor informed the United States Secretary of Health 

Kathleen Sebelus that Oklahoma would not be pursing the creation of its own exchange nor expanding the 
state’s Medicaid system.  Furthermore, she has stated any exchange that is PPACA compliant will be 
‘state-run’ in name only.  It does not benefit the hardworking Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and 
fund a new government program that ultimately will be run by the federal government and is opposed by 
a clear majority of Oklahomans. 

    
Finally, Governor Fallin has clearly defined the state’s directions moving forward as twofold.  

Firstly her office, and a majority of the state’s citizens, will continue the support for the Oklahoma 
Attorney General’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA.  The second and equally important task would be 
pursuing state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families.  
While encouraging serious reform in the areas of Medicaid and public health, the governor will also be 
working with stakeholders to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured citizens and cost of 
healthcare. 

 
Again, thank you for taking the time to write this office and we appreciate your support as the 

governor works to address the many challenges facing our great state of Oklahoma. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Sean Rose 
Public Affairs Liaison  
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Thank you for contacting this office of Governor Mary Fallin. The Governor appreciates your willingness 
to express your thoughts regarding healthcare in Oklahoma and had asked me to respond. 
 

In the past few months, the governor has been working with law makers, Oklahoma stakeholders and 
healthcare experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the 
creation of a health insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Patient Protection Affordable Care 
Act (PPACA). It has been the direct priority of Governor Fallin's administration to ascertain the best ways to 
increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or 
the state. The governor firmly believes that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease the quality 
of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation's growing deficit crisis. 
 

Despite Governor Fallins ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally 
obligated to build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama administration, or to default an 
exchange run by the federal government. Additionally, the people of Oklahoma have overwhelmingly expressed 
their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of State Questions 756, a constitutional 
amendment prohibiting implementation of key components of PPACA. The cost of building a PPACA compliant 
exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars; the cost of implementing PPACA in 
Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  
 

The governor has decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama’s Administration proposed 
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to 475 million 
between now and 2020, not including the escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further 
Oklahoma's reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems 
facing the federal government. On the state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would 
require cuts to important government priorities such as education and public safety. Governor Fallin does not believe 
that this proposed expansion offers meaningful reforms to a massive entitlement program already contributing to an 
out-of-control spending of the federal government. Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally 
responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among 
children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in 
need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to 
build upon and continue to create viable healthcare systems that reduce costs while improving health outcomes. 
 

The governor stated that Oklahoma will move forward and pursue two actions simultaneously. The first 
will be to continue the support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. 
General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than previous legal, in which the governor remains 
optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can succeed. 
 

The second and equally important task will be to pursue state- based solutions that improve health 
outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. While the governor has opted not to build a state-based 
insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature 
remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoma’s.  Governor Fallin believes that serious reform should be 
pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health where effective chronic disease prevention and management 
programs could address skyrocketing medical bills linked to avoidable hospital visits. Oklahoma will be developing 
an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the cost of healthcare. The governor is looking forward to 
working with leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue health care solutions for Oklahoma families.  

 
Again, we thank you for taking the time to write and share your suggestions. As we address the many 

challenges facing our state, we hope you will continue to share your thoughts with us. 
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From: Mike Ryan
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: it was brazen
Date: Thursday, August 30, 2012 2:42:16 PM

Tonda --

Last night, Paul Ryan brazenly lied to the country.
Repeatedly.

He lied about Medicare. He lied about Obamacare. He even
attacked President Obama for a GM plant that closed while
George W. Bush was still President.

We only have 24 hours left before the biggest
fundraising deadline of this election.

Contribute $3 or whatever you can so we can fight
the lies and support President Obama’s agenda >>

In the next 10 weeks, Republicans and their corporate
Super PAC allies are going to repeat all those lies you
heard last night ad nauseam. Romney’s campaign has
already admitted that they won’t let their campaign “be
dictated by fact-checkers.”

They’re willing to say anything to tear down President Obama.

Chip in $3 or more before the deadline so we can fight back.

http://dccc.org/24-Hours-Left

Do your part.

Mike

Mike Ryan
DCCC Policy Director
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Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!
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From: Nancy Pelosi
To: Tonda Fisher
Subject: I"ve seen their ads...
Date: Thursday, October 25, 2012 2:56:34 PM

NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll: Democrats lead the race for
Congress 45% - 43%

Tonda, there’s no time left to sit on the sidelines.

The latest polls show that we’re within range of replacing the Tea Party Congress
with a Democratic majority for President Obama, but the margins in many races
are razor-thin. Our candidates need to have the resources to fight Republican
attack ads and get the facts out to voters.

Donate $3 or more to my campaign today. Your
contribution will allow me to help Democrats
nationwide make sure they have the resources they
need in the final days of this election.

I’ve seen the Republican attack ads. They’re a deliberate effort to mislead voters
on issues like Medicare, Obamacare, and the economy. If we’re going to win, we
need your help to respond immediately.

http://dccc.org/12Days

Thank you,

Nancy

P.S. What you’ve done so far has been incredible. With your help, we’ve proved
we have what it takes to stand up to an unprecedented wave of corporate special
interest cash. Will you step up one more time?

24551

http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsH/
mailto:dccc@dccc.org
mailto:Tonda.Fisher@gov.ok.gov
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsE/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsE/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsE/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsE/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsF/
http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ee/295350055/VEsC/


Paid for by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee | 430 South Capitol Street SE, Washington,

DC 20003

(202) 863-1500 | www.dccc.org | Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee.

This message was sent to: tonda.fisher@gov.ok.gov | We believe that emails are a crucial  way

for our campaign to stay in touch with supporters. Click here if  you'd like to unsubscribe from

these messages. Change or update your email address by clicking here. Thanks for your

support of Democrats!

24552

http://www.dccc.org/page/m/1d63f6c8/1b47cd4e/169aaa/4e0f00ef/295350055/VEsD/
http://www.dccc.org/page/user/manage?_hid=4eEt-cyZ7mwIDAxNrxmNncH_Iws&id=xZcfqTj


From: Twitter
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Jamison Faught (@JamisonFaught) mentioned you on Twitter!
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 9:43:01 AM

   Governor Mary Fallin,
You were mentioned in a Tweet!

 

   

Jamison Faught
@JamisonFaught

RT @cmpokc: Governors Haley and Perry say no to
setting up health care exchanges. @GovMaryFallin
please do the same. #okgop #tcot #obamacare
09:42 AM - 16 Nov 12

Keep the conversation going. Reply to @JamisonFaught

Forgot your Twitter password? Get instructions on how to reset it.

You can also unsubscribe to these emails or change your notification settings. Need help?

If you received this message in error and did not sign up for Twitter, click not my account.

Twitter, Inc. 1355 Market St., Suite 900 San Francisco, CA 94103
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Thursday, January 05, 2012 8:59 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmaiJContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Amber 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Oklahoma City 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73139 

Subject: 
The NDAA bill. 

Message: 
Governor Mary Fallin. I want you to know I did vote for you in the last election. And during that election I 
voted on the ballet not to make Obamacare bill Oklahoman law. I loved that as a state we CAN and WILL 
override the government laws. Now is a time that we need that same kind of action. Mary as your constituent I 
ask you to stand up against the unconstitutional NOAA bill. Section I of amendment 14 of the constitution 
states the following: "No state shall make or enforce any Jaw which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, WITHOUT 
DUE PROCESS, nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." Therefore it is 

1 
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your duty as our governor to nullify such unconstitutional laws. I will also be contacting congress to see if they 
will do something about this also. Stand up for the constitution! May our Heavenly Father & Jesus bless you. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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::;055213353 

~ 
From Tanya Byrd 

Mrs. Tanya Byrd 

January ll, 2012 

Governor Mary Fallin 
S tate Capitol Building, 2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin, 

Far too much money is spent on providing mega! aliens with welfare benefits. The law js very clear on this matter: 
illegal aliens are not entitled to federal, state, or local welfare benefits. With this in mind, I ask that you change 

policies to cut off this flow. 

Americans typically need welfare benefits because they've rut a rough patch. Illegal aliens typically take welfare 
benefits simply because they're there. Does this seem fair to you? Furthermore, there js a finite amount of these 
benefits - there's only so much to go around. The more benefits that are illegal taken by illegal aliens, the less benefits 
there are for Americans in need. I see a problem with this and I hope you do as well. 

This issue greatly impacts our state and prevent illegal aliens from receiving taxpayer-funded benefits is the fair 
and just thing to do. I hope you will make this happen. 

I am a widow, 75 years old, and received less than $8,000 last year. I was cut off of Medicaid because I live with 
my children. I am on my daughters's bank account, and have been for 15 years. Suddenly they wanted me taken off 
the account, where my Social Security is deposited. 

They have always known I was on that account, as every year I have had to report it to DHS. Suddenly they said I 
would be reported as having made the amount of money my son in law deposited. I was on there so I could access my 
money if I needed to, and also if anything happened to my daughter, I would have access to the account. 

1 wondered why, after all these years, they were so picky, and cutting me off medicaid. Then I realize that the 
illegal aliens have more rights that I do. They are recieving benefits that should be reserved for citizens. 

Bokoshe, OK 7 4930 
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) 4055213353 From Tanya Byrd 

I wonder how many others people that deserve help, have been cut off to accomodale these invaders. 

Respectfully resentful, 

Mrs. Tanya Byrd 

P.S. I understand jf Oklahoma is in money trouble for legitimate reasons, but not for illegal aliens. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Saturday, January 07, 2012 9:54 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521 -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Linda Loch 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74011 

Subject: 
Bill HB2130 

Message: 
What is with this bill? I thought Oklahoma was going to fight against Obama Care? I have not seen one thing 
done yet. You are all the same. You will tell us anything to get elected then you don't do anything. You are all a 
bunch of liars. I will not be voting for you or any of your cronies again. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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27 January 2012 

President Obama, US Senator lnhofe, Congressman John Sullivan, Governor Mary Fallin, 

To those of you whom it may concern: 

Please see the enclosed copy of my final letter to our State of Oklahoma's CEO of Oklahoma Healthcare Authority. 
(branch of Medicaid for which the policyowner pays a reduced premium based on income) I have been without 
healthcare insurance of any kind since July 2011. There are two (2) issues to address here. 

A The lack of clarification within the State Unemployment Security Commission. 
B. The lack of consideration for "special circumstances". 

I have been unemployed since November 5, 2010. Being quite distraught after having lost my job of 13+ years, I 
immediately filed for Unemployment through our local agency and immediately began the search for another job. 
Turning up empty-handed, I opted to go to school to fulfill a lifelong dream of becoming a cosmetologist. The online 
site for filing weekly unemployment claims is quite misleading in that it would show a total amount granted along with 
an end-date for which all claims must be filed .... which was a year out from the original claim. Upon visiting with 
unemployment agent at the local office, never was information given on "how it works". So I was under the 
impression that all I had to do was make my job searches and file weekly claims for A YEAR! (provided I didn't find a 
job within that timeframe) Lo and behold, my claim lapsed due to failure to file Tier 2 ... while I knew nothing of the 
need to do that. So because of the one (1) week without Unemployment income, it had a severe trickle-down effect, 
causing me to Jose my Healthcare Insurance through Oklahoma Healthcare Authority (OEPIC) due to my inability to 
pay my $69. 00 premium! 

Upon reapplying for the healthcare coverage, I was denied that coverage being disqualified due to income level 
exceeding qualification specifications .... ALL because I had made a withdrawal on my IRA account! While I fully 
understand that qualifying under the "law" as INCOME, I provided documentation to the appropriate authorities as to 
WHY I opted to make that withdrawal. It wasn't as if I took a luxurious vacation or spent it frivolously, but to pay back 
my Father monies that he'd loaned me for major auto and home repairs that could not be avoided. At the time of the 
first loan, I began making $50.00 payments every pay period to my Father. When a second need for major repairs 
appeared, my Father "bailed me out" once again. The amount to repay, became a real concern of mine and it just so 
happened that my IRA had taken a "hit" and funds had dropped by about 50%. Hence my decision to simply 
withdraw it and pay of my personal load to my Father in early October, 2010. Little did I know that I would be without 
a job soon and unable to "recoup" money for retirement above and beyond taking a "hit" for early withdrawal! 

Without cluttering your desks with more paper, I hope you can clearly see my dilemma and know that I have spent 
since August 2011 trying to justify this with the proper authorities. No mercy is basically the message that I've been 
given ... that "the law" is "the law" is "the Jaw". As was stated in my most recent message to Mr. Mike Fogarty, CEO, 
Oklahoma Healthcare Authority (enclosed), it is my sincere hope that none of you are ever put in a position remotely 
similar to mine. Sheer "error" can cost you far more than the $308.00 weekly claim amount that caused the whole 
problem. And as far as the IRA withdrawal goes, I have absolutely no regret in having withdrawn it with all the 
"givens". (motives/timing), I am a 60 year old woman of integrity and honesty. That is all I have to offer. My knees 
are stiff and my back tired from pleading with those who have the power and insight to truly see the injustice due to 
error here. I am a registered voter and these things DO matter. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Enclosure 
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January 26, 2012 

Mike Fogarty, CEO 
State of Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
2401 NW 23rd. Suite 1A 
Oklahoma City, OK 73107 

Dear Mr. Fogarty: 

Re: Case # 11-364 

I received notification on January 25, 2012 from Tammy Graham, Docket Clerk; that my OHCA case is 
scheduled to be reheard on Tuesday, February 28, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. As suspected, the timeframe that 
it's taken to respond to my letter dated November 18, 2011 makes it entirely too difficult, both emotionally 
and physically; for me to pursue. 

While I am not a scholar of the many LAWS mentioned in your letter of January 17, 2012; I fully 
understand the laws regarding IRA withdrawals being deemed as income. And while decisions based on 
those laws can be made and justified, not every person who is of a mediocre income is out to "doop" the 
system to their benefit. ("mediocre" while employed and POVERTY level on unemployment!) I provided 
documentation in an honest, outright attempt to prove that the decision to make that IRA withdrawal was 
what I thought to be the best decision at the time in order to repay my Father. While the Honorable Judge 
Robert C. Margo was simply doing his job, and fully within "the law"; as a honorable, honest, taxpaying 
citizen, I believe that there should be a law that takes certain circumstances (such as mine) into 
consideration. I've been around long enough Gust a reminder ... I'm not a 21 year brat born with a silver 
spoon in my mouth .. l'm 60, soon to be 61, years of age!) to understand that there will always be those 
that attempt and those who succeed in "milking the system". I assure you that I am NOT one of them and 
the whole ordeal has been humiliating and exhausting. 

So, please see to it that my "case" is taken off the docket. By the time February 28, 2012 rolls around, 
surely (I say that with great reluctance!) I will have received my 1099-G to file my 2011 taxes and will 
reapply for OEPIC and see how many hoops I have to jump through to recover expenses back to January 
1, 2012, with Judge Margo's determination being that "if she files her taxes before March 1, 2012 AND 
her income level is within the allowable limit" that it would be made retroactive to that date. While I 
appreciate your having sent my case back to Judge Margo to be "reheard", I'm confident that it would 
simply be a waste of time and energy on both our parts. Congrats! .. .YOU WIN! And it still sickens me to 
think all of this took place because of unclear operations within the State Unemployment Security 
Commission .. . ONE week without a meager $308.00 had such a drastic effect on my life, that the trickle
down problems have cost far more than that both monetarily and emotionally. It is my sincere hope that 
you aren't ever put in a position even remotely similar to mine. 

cc: President Barack Obama, US Senator James lnhofe, Congressman John Sullivan, Governor Mary 
Fallin 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Tuesday, November 15, 2011 11 :44 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion . If 
your message is an emergency or requires inunediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Macom Cline 

E-mail Address: 

- 1·: 
Address: 

City: 
Ponca City 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74604 

Subject: 
health care mandate 

Message: 
As a lifelong citizen of Oklahoma and a former U.S. Marine 1 feel I must let you know that I \Vas very 
disappointed to see that 26 states wi II be going in front of the U.S. supreme court to fight the health care 
mandate and Oklahoma is not one of them. As governor of this great state it is your job to represent the people 
of Oklahoma and try to do what is best for us and fight for what WE want, and we do not want this health care 
law forced on us. If it's not too late you need to join these other 26 states and fight this mandate. 

1 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To~ 
Subject: 

Governor Fallin; 

Richard Racke 
Sunday, January 
Keili McEwen 
Message from Website: General Information 

congratulations on being sworn in as Oklahoma's governor, and also, congratulations and thank 
you for taking a stance against "Obamacare". 

Obamacare is an affront to every American and our way of life, never in the history of this 
country has our Constitutional Rights been violated like it is by t he Obama administration, 
it's high time the citizens of this country stand up and give notice we won't tolerate this 
Socialist agenda any more. 

Again, congratulations and good luck. 

Richard Racke 

1 

. 1 

24564



January 6th, 2011 

Dear Governor Fal l i n : 

RECEIVil) 

JAN 07 2011 

OFFICE or 1111-
GOVll NOi~ 

We are patiently awaiting a response from our newl y elected state 
governor , whom we cast our vote for , regarding t he very important 
state issue of Obarnacare Nullif i cation and whether or not s h e can 
be counted on to d e fend freedom i n Oklahoma . 

Agai n , all we ask and expect from our elected state officials is 
the courtesy of a reply when we ta ke t he time to contact them . 
Thank you . 

Sincerely , 

~rk Isensee 

~74953 
Enclosures : previous Nov . 17th let ter 

mode l Nu l lification Act 
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November 16th, 2010 

Dear State Representative Pruett: 

My wife and I are deeply concerned with the federal government 
takeover of the health care industry. This is nothing less than 
tyranny and a gross usurpation of clearly enumerated and limited 
powers granted by our U.S. Constitution. It does not empower our 
Congress to regulate health care. Obamacare is unconstitutional! 

For that reason . we contact you today, firmly requesting you will 
support in the 2011 Oklahoma Legislative Session, the introduction 
and passage of a Federal Health Care Nullification Act "to render 
null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress 
of the United States, taking control over the health care and health 
insurance industries and mandating that individuals purchase health 
insurance under penalty of law." 

Enclosed for you is a copy of the "Model Resolution for a State 
Legislature to Nullify the Federal Health Care Bills of 2010." 
This can be downloaded at http://bit.ly/aA3mFf. 

The key provision of this Model Nullification Act declares: "The 
Legislature of the State of Oklahoma declares that the federal 
laws known as the "Patient Protection.::and Affordable Care Act" 
(Public Law 111 - 148) and the "Health Care and Education Recon
ciliation Act of 2010" (Public Law 111-152), signed .bY President 
Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not authorized by the 
Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning 
and intent as given by the Founders and Ratifiers, and are· hereby 
declared to be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized ·by 
this State, are specifically rejected by this State and shall be 
considered nuJ.l and void and of no effect in this State." 

FYI in recent years, ·dozens of states have introduced nullification 
type legislation to stop Real ID, affirm the Tenth Amendment, reject 
federal firearms laws for guns manufactured, sold and used on an 
interstate basis (known as Firear~s Freedom Acts or FFA), and reject 
a federal mandate to buy health care insurance. Many states have 
passed these bills. For example, seven states have already passed 
(and governor has signed) Firearms Freedom Acts. 

We sincerely hope you can be counted on to oppose Obamacare and give 
your support to this critically important Nullification Act. The 
courtesy of a reply would be appreciated, ASAP. 

Respectfully, 

l#v~ &¢[ 4u1e0~"""~~ 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark IJensee Enclosures: Model Nullification Act 

cc's: State Senator Allen 
Governor Elect Fallin 
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Model Resolution for a State Legislature to Nullify the Federal Health Care Bills of2010 

Federal Health Care Nullification Act 

An Act to render null and void certain unconstitutional laws enacted by the Congress of the United States, 
taking control over the health care and health insurance industries and mandating that individuals purchase 
health insurance under threat of penalty. 

SECTION 1. The legislature of the State of finds that: 
1. The people of the several states comprising the United States of America created the federal government to 

be their agent for certain enumerated purposes as set forth in the United States Constitution, and nothing 
more. 

2. The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution defines the total scope of federal powers as being 
those which have been delegated by the people of the several states to the federal government, and all 
powers not delegated to the federal government in the Constitution of the United States are reserved to the 
states respectively, or to the people themselves. Furthermore, as stated in the Ninth Amendment, "The 
enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people." 

3. The assumption of power that the federal government has made by enacting the ''Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act" (Public Law 111-148, March 23, 2010) and "Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act of2010" (Public Law 111-152, March 30, 2010) is nowhere expressly granted by the 
United States Constitution and interferes with the right of the people of the State of to regulate 
health care as they see fit. 

SECTION 2. NEW LAW 
A new section oflaw to be codified in the Statutes as Section [NUMBER] of Title [NUMBER], 
unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows: 

A. The legislature of the State of declares that the federal laws known as the "Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act" (Public Law 111-148) and the "Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 
2010" (Public Law 111-152), signed by President Barack Obama on March 23 and 30, 2010, are not 
authorized by the Constitution of the United States and violate its true meaning and intent as given by the 
Founders and Ratifiers, and are hereby declared to be invalid in this State, shall not be recognized by this 
State, are specifically rejected by this State, and shall be considered null and void and of no effect in this 
State. 

B. It shall be the duty of the legislature of this State to adopt and enact any and all measures as may be 
necessary to prevent the enforcement of the ''Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act" and the "Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of2010" within the limits of this State. 

C. Any official, agent, or employee of the United States government or any employee of a corporation 
providing services to the United States government that enforces or attempts to enforce an act, order, law, 
statute, rule or regulation of the government of the United States in violation of this act shall be guilty of a 
felony and upon conviction must be punished by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars ($5,000), or a 
term of imprisonment not exceeding five (5) years, or both. 

:O. Any public officer or employee of the State of that enforces or attempts to enforce an act, order, 
law, statute, rule, or regulation of the government of the United States in violation of this act shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding two (2) years, or by a fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both such fine and imprisonment. 

E. Any aggrieved ·party shall also have a private action against any person violating the provisions of 
subsections ( C) or (D ). 

SECTION 3. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. 
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Dear Governor Elect Mary Fallin, 

• Long Tenn are • Skilled Nursing 
Assisted Living • Village Apartments 

605 E. State Road · Fairview, OK 73737 
Phone (580)227-3783 ·Fax (580)227-3328 

My name is George Emmert RN BSN and I want to congratulate you on your successful run for 
the governorship of this great state. The reason for my correspondence is to give you a suggestion on 
spending less in the long-term care environment. Currently I am the Director of Nursing at Fairview 
Fellowship Home. I relocated from Ohio with my family this past February to take this position. I have 
been in long-term care for over 10 years now and have watched what Ohio has done to try to keep its 
budget in control. 

Since being here, I have noticed that residents who are receiving Medicaid/Medicare benefits 
often times have numerous routine laboratory tests ordered. Sometimes yearly, some every 6 months 
and even some still every 3 months. In my experience, Ohio eliminated the concept of "routine "labs 
many years back In the nursing home. The rational was that if a doctor is mandated to see each nursing 
home resident at least every 60 days, then the doctor could order what tests they felt prudent at that 
time. What was happening is that expensive laboratory tests were being drawn as a routine outside of 
regular visits and then the doctor would turn around and order the same tests when the resident 
experienced a change of condition anyway. I see this happening in our long-term care environment in 
Oklahoma now. I wonder if working toward eliminating "routine" laboratory tests, may help reduce 
some of the Medicaid/Medicare costs associated with delivering care to our residents. 

My administrator, Mrs. Ramona Lantz, wanted me to mention to you as well about working to 
change the Worker Compensation System that exists in this state. I was very surprised with how much 
our small facility is burdened each year with premiums, in spite of a very successful safety program. If 
the system was similar to Kansas, the same policy would cost us $100,000 dollars less a year. That would 
free up our budget significantly to absorb reimbursement cuts, offer medical insurance to our 
employees and provide better care to our residents. I know that we are not the only nursing home 
facing this problem. We all have very little margin. We would all appreciate if you would work toward 
making Worker Compensation fair and equitable for all residents of this state. I'm sure that the financial 
bottom line for our state would improve for all types of businesses in addition to reducing what the 
state spends as a direct and indirect result of the high workers compensation premiums that now exist. 

Thank you for your time considering our ideas and your effort to improve Oklahoma. May God 
bless you, your staff and your endeavors. 

Sincerely, 
George Emmert RN BSN 
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Obamacare Vrs. Ambulance Insurance 

January 24, 20 l l 

Mnry Fallon - Oklahoma State Capitol 
2300 N_ Lincoln Blvd., Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Mary Fallon: 

RECEIVED 
JAN 2 5 REC'O 

C -=.=tCE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

There are pending lawsuits from 28 states on the legality of forced health insurance by the 
Federal Government known as 'Obamacare'. The claim is that the tentll amendment to the 
constitution forbids it. Oklahoma is one of the signanu-e states. Yet, Oklalloma, and perllaps 
the others, are guilty of this ve1y same practice when we look the other way and allow 
Jnc01voratecl communities to establish themselves as instmmce companies, and add 
Ambulance Tnsurnnce to utility bills. You can call it fees or anything you want, but it is 
'Ambulance Insurance', which is govenunent imposed taxation without representation for a 
large mmiber of people. 

Those who need ambulance se1·vices the most are the elderly. Medicare covert;; 80% and any 
supplementruy policy pays the other 20%. Medicaid pays the fuJl 100% of auy ambulance. 
Those who rarely or never need ambulance service, the young and healthy, are expected to 
distribute their wealth and pay for this insurance. According to the Western Payne County 
Ambulance Authoiity, half of those comnm1liries that do this do not allow citizens to opt
out. 

These ambulance services are quite profitable operations when they get this insurance 
money in addition to their nonnal coJJected revenues. 

Ask Yourself the following Questions: 

l. Is it legal for a local comnuutity goveming cow1cil to establish itself as insurance 
company? 

2. Is it legal for them to force everyone to redistribute the wealth in tltis way? 

3. If it is unconstih1tional for the federal government to force citizens to have health 
insm-auce, how is it legal for Oklahomans to allow municipalities to force citizens to 
have ambulance insurance? 

ls this hypocritical? What would Obama say? • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • , • • • , • • • • • • • 
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The actual Western Payne County Ambulance Trust Authority (WPCAT A) 5 is a public trust 
established to privatize the Stillwater Ambulance Service and remove its operation from the Fire 
Department. The trust asked for bids6 to select a private operator. The winning operator selected was 
LifeNet3 out of Texas. They would take over our ambulances and dispatch out of their home office in 
Texas. After the selection process was complete, the TRUSTOR or head of the Trustees, "Moeller 
asked Baumgartner ifLifeNet would consider raising their ambulance rates, in order to bring in more 
reimbursement."4 Was this legal? Was he looking out for the interests of the beneficiaries? 

The WPCAT A cost analysis broke down to $430,000-$450,000 needed to make LifeNet profitable 
after they take over the Stillwater Ambulance's and the services that are provided by the Fire 
Department starting on May I•\ 2011 . With nearly 21,428 potential victims of this insurance scan, it 
boils down to about $1.75 each per month (this is WPCATA numbers1

) . Naturally, we have to 
burden that with more bureaucracy for collecting the money and splitting it among different pockets, 
so the discussion increased it to $3.00 per month for a total of$771 ,428.00, but that is not enough. 
Our resident humanitarian for the elite, Jerry Moeller, CEO - Stillwater Medical Center and 
TRUSTOR of the WPCATA trust, came to the rescue. He decided we should settle on $5 .00 per 
month, for an annual income of$1,285,714 to WPCATA1

. This complies with the Trust's "program 
to maximize participation in the program." 

This is a nice round number for the loyal and unconcerned citizen to absorb. It doesn't matter that 
this is exactly the same thing as 'Obamacare', government forcing citizens to buy insurance. This is 
how Jerry does things at the Stillwater Medical Center. He has taken SMC from $46,000,000 in 
revenue in 2001 to $162,000,000.00 in 2009, a period of nine years. Think about that ... ls it 
legitimate to blame the decades of double-digit increases in the medical industry on the insurance 
companies? Absolutely not. .. This is the classic example of GREED among public servants while 
they fill their pockets. 

It is almost kind of the WPCATA to allow citizens to opt out of this 'service', during 2-4 weeks of 
the year2

. For those who do not know about the impending charges, or fail to go to city hall to get the 
appropriate form, or to fill it out with all the required information properly, or mail it in to the 
Stillwater Medical Center, they will be charged $5.00 per month for the entire year. I believe they 
have to opt-out each year. As 1 understand it, twenty-six other Oklahoma communities have a similar 
practice and half of them do not allow anyone to opt-out. This establishes firm legal precedent for 
the defense of Obamacare. 

I respectfully disagree with the finding of the former Democratic Attorney General, W.A. Drew 
Edmonson7

, in his opinion, establishing precedent. This is a bag of worms that directly conflicts with 
our claim that 'Obamacare' is unconstitutional under the tenth amendment. The practice of forced 
Municipal Ambulance Insurance should be forbidden at the State level, ASAP. 

Mr. Dennis Gronquist, citizen voter 
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References: 
I.) Minutes ofWPCATA meeting, Aug. 26, 2010, 

2.) Opt out fonn, Western Payne County Ambulance Trust Authority, c/o Stillwater Medical Center, 
Attn. Susan Taylor, 1323 W. 6111 Street, Stillwater, OK 74074-4306 

3.) LifeNet, Inc. 6300 Hampton Rd. Texarkana, TX, 75503, (903) 832-8531, (800) 832-6395, (903) 832-
0287 fax, Financial Assistance Application. 

4.) Minutes of WPCATA meeting, Oct. 27, 2010, 

5.) Tmst Indenture creating the Western Payne County Ambulance Trust Authority. 

6.) WPCAT A Request for Credentials/Proposals for Emergency and Non-Emergency Ambulance 
Services beginning Feb. I, 2011. (now delayed to May l, 2011) 

7.) htt p://www.oag.slatc.ok .us/oagwcb.11sf/a04cdf%20 Ib5cf.l862572b4007b9753/64lb1 5074c95c49d862 
577b90053 b5f9/$FILE/201 0- l l.pdJ 
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--Bartlesville, OK 74003~4232 

January 23, 201 l 

The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Governor of Oklahoma 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Re: Healthcare 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

RECEIVED 
.IAN !>. 5 REC'O 

c -: ?ICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

Why waste your time and the taxpayer's money with a lawsuit fighting the healthcare refo1m bill? 
Why not spend your time improving the system and changing what needs to be changed rather 
than wasting time on political maneuvering? 
In the end, however, don't forget that there are many people out here that need healthcare and 
cannot afford to pay for it 
In our own state we have people who even though they are on Soonercare they cannot afford to 
see the doctor or pay for all the medications that they need because of the new restrictions and 
co-pays. 
Are you aware that an individual on Soonercare only has 6 prescriptions a month paid for by the 
system and only 2 of those can be a brand name drug? What do people do if they require more 
than 6 prescriptions a month, as many on disability do? Often, they do without. 
In addition, they are only allowed 4 visits to a physician a month. 
Why can't everyone get the level of healthcare that members of congress do? Is our society so 
corrupt that only those in power deserve to be able to enjoy good health and be able to access 
healthcare when needed without it destroying them financially? 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Mary Fallin 
Govemor of Oklahoma 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Room 212 
Oklahoma City, OK 73 105 

Re: Obama Care 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

Jackie Custer 

~74016-0495 
January 23, 20 I I 

The United Stales Congress has now reached loo far by demanding that citizens be required to purchase 
health insurance or face stiff penalties. l find this action intrusive on my personal rights as a citizen and a 
constitutional violation of our state's rigbts. 

I implore you lo join the fourteen other states which arc protecting slates rights by filing a lawsuit against 
the federal government's healthcare mandate. As my Governor .a~ please let me know 
yon are standing with me and our state. Please provide a public email. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Q1~ldc1) 
Jackie Custer 

RECEJ\/EL> 
JAN 2 7 2011 

OFFICE Or Ti 11:
GOVERNOn 
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: JD Price commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 10:55:44 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

JD Price commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

JD wrote: "http://www.thenationalpatriot.com/2012/07/02/obamacare-is-a-
fundamental-transformation-tax/"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: John Miller commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Saturday, July 07, 2012 6:14:57 PM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

John Miller commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

John wrote: "http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-taking-heat-for-
supporting-obamacare-measure/article/3551207

I have supported our Governor to this point, but some things I am seeing in
the news says it is time to prove you stand for Oklahoma and the United
States of America or be replaced."

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Matt Glanville
To: Matt Glanville
Subject: Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law delivers final report
Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 11:04:13 AM
Attachments: Final Report of the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law 02-22-12.pdf

Oklahoma State Senate
Communications Division

State Capitol
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

 
February 22, 2012

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Sen. Gary Stanislawski            Rep. Glen Mulready                                                   
405.521.5624                          405.521.2771                                                 
stanislawski@oksenate.gov     glen.mulready@okhouse.gov             
 

Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law
delivers final report

 
The Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law delivered its final report to legislative

leadership today after spending the legislative interim studying the federal Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and the effect it will have on Oklahoma.

“Our committee did a lot of tough work digging into the Oklahoma-specific implications of
this law. Whether we like it or not, this flawed federal law is going to have a very real impact on
Oklahoma’s health care system,” said Sen. Gary Stanislawski, a Tulsa Republican and co-chairman
of the committee. “While we didn’t like everything we found, we were encouraged that we do
have options as a state to head off some of this law’s harmful mandates so we can keep as much of
our health care system as possible under the market’s control.”

“The only true way to overturn this law is through the courts, which Oklahoma and other
states are already pursuing, and at the ballot box, where we hope Republicans are victorious in the
presidential election in November. Since neither of those options are guarantees, we must be
proactive in the event that those outcomes don’t materialize,” said Rep. Glen Mulready, a Tulsa
Republican and co-chairman of the committee. “As the elected leaders of this state, we must
protect Oklahoma’s best interests rather than burying our heads in the sand. That’s why our
committee has worked diligently to find proactive, protective ways for Oklahoma to address this
law.”

Senate President Pro Tempore Brian Bingman, R-Sapulpa, and House Speaker Kris Steele,
R-Shawnee, formed the Joint Committee on Federal Health Care Law near the conclusion of the
2011 legislative session. Beginning in September, the committee held five public meetings and
received testimony from dozens of experts from the public and private sectors. The report includes
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a synopsis of information presented at those meetings and resulting recommendations from the
committee.

“We hope our report proves useful to the Legislature and that our colleagues give these
issues the careful attention our committee did,” Mulready said.

The committee has established a clearinghouse website, www.okhealthcare.info, for
convenient public access to video and audio recorded committee meetings as well as an electronic
copy of the final committee report.

Stanislawski added: “I would like to commend my fellow committee members for taking
on a complex topic and working toward solutions that are in Oklahoma’s best interest. We brought
the public and private sectors together to develop fact-based options for Oklahoma to consider as
we tackle this new federal law.”

The committee’s final report (attached) recommends that Oklahoma: Continue to fight the
federal health care law in court; better educate the public about ways to improve their health;
prepare for a dramatic expansion of Medicaid eligibility due to PPACA; begin developing a
market-based state health insurance exchange in order to prevent imposition of a federal exchange
in Oklahoma; form a permanent legislative committee to monitor issues related to the federal
health care law; and increase medical residency programs in order to address current and future
doctor shortages – particularly in rural areas.

Regarding health insurance exchanges, the report recommends Oklahoma begin taking
steps to implement a state-based, free market health insurance exchange.  The recommended
exchange is similar to the one in development by the state of Utah since before PPACA’s
existence. Utah’s exchange model was recommended to the committee by U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn. 
The recommended Oklahoma exchange would be housed in Insure Oklahoma, which would be
spun off from the Oklahoma Health Care Authority and turned into a public trust.

“Beginning development of our own state-based, free market exchange is clearly the best
way to stop the federal government from barging into Oklahoma to build a highly-regulated, anti-
free market federal exchange we don’t want or need. The last thing any state needs is a
government health care takeover,” Stanislawski said.

Under PPACA, states must have a framework for an exchange in place by Jan. 1, 2013 or
the federal government will begin setting up a federal exchange in the state to be operational by
January 2014. Health insurance exchanges are online marketplaces where businesses and
consumers can shop for health insurance.

“Working toward a state exchange is the most realistic step Oklahoma can take to prevent
an unwanted federal takeover in our health care system and insurance markets,” Mulready said.
“This would be an Oklahoma exchange run by Oklahomans the way Oklahomans want it run. It

would have no federal hands on it whatsoever. If you’re opposed to the federal health care law, you
should be for this state-based exchange because it is the most defensive position we can take to

prevent Barack Obama’s team from coming in and imposing their own exchange upon Oklahoma.
We know Oklahomans can serve Oklahomans far better than Barack Obama.”

-END-
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Judy Albright Wesselhoft commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s link
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 10:19:14 AM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Judy Albright Wesselhoft commented on Governor Mary Fallin's link.

Judy wrote: "No comments on the SC decision on Obamacare?"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this link. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please click: unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc. Attention: Department 415 P.O Box 10005 Palo Alto CA 94303
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From: Facebook
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Julia Politichick commented on Governor Mary Fallin"s photo
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 2:09:07 PM

facebook

Hi A.k.,

Julia Politichick commented on Governor Mary Fallin's photo.

Julia wrote: "NO ON OBAMACARE EXCHANGES!!!!"

Go to comments

Reply to this email to comment on this photo. 

See Comment

This message was sent to aaron.cooper@gov.ok.gov. If you don't want to receive these emails from Facebook
in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303
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The Honorable Mary Fallin 

Oklahoma State Capital 

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Roorn 212 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

Dear Governor Fallin: 

My name is Kelly Barton and I live at 

RECEIVED 
JUL 02 2012 

OFFICE OF THE 
GOVERNOR 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107. My 

phone number is I work for American Fidelity Assurance and am attending an American 

Federal Government Class through Oklahoma City Community College. 

I am writing you In response to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. I am aware the 

Supreme Court has decided to uphold the health care law as "Constitutional." What the Court did not 

rule on was whether the law was good legislation. It was a unique situation where the House and 

Senate were primarily Democratic which allowed the bill to go through both houses. This law will 
reduce the amount off unds someone can place in there Flexible Spending account which has the 

potential of crippling families across the nation who rely on these non-taxable funds to pay their medical 

bills. tn essence increasing the amount these families are paying for medical bills. It will also make 

employers less likely to offer some insurances such as Cancer Insurance to their employees as they 

would have to pay an additional tax. Cancer is the ttl killer in the United States. It kills over 1,500 

citizens every day. By adding a "Cadillac Tax", you are reducing the number of companies who can 

afford to offer a Cancer Insurance opportunity to their employees. 

I urge you to choose to not have Oklahoma comply with the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act. The ruling by the Supreme Court denied the Federal Government the right to withhold 

established Medicaid funds from any states choosing not to comply. Oklahoma will not be censured for 

non-compliance; however, its citizens will be financially harmed if we do comply. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Barton 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Monday, July 02, 2012 8:45 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user'has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 
• •• •••·-·•---·--···-·-.. ------·- ·-·- - .. - - - ·- · · - ··-·-·--------·-·-·--··- - ·-···-·-···--··-•·-.. ··-·-•---.. -.~,.....-· ,·-••n""' "..,..""" '.....,''" ""•'"'" '"'.......,.~ "'....,....,•_.,,-... ....... ,..-•-_.•,.• •••-••••••••-•••-•••-•••• .. • , ....... ... ·-· -••••••• •- •o• •• 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Joe Craven 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Guthrie 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73044 

Subject: 
Obama care 

Message: 
I recently moved back to Oklahoma after living in Kansas City for 27 years. It is GREAT to be back home! 1 
just wanted to pass along my complete agreement with the following statement from the communications 
director of the Tenth Amendment Center, Mike Maharrey: a€reThe states simply need to follow Thomas 
Jeffersona€TMs prescription and nullify the entire act. They should just refuse to implement this monstrosity. 
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker has already indicated he will refuse, and other states should follow his 
lead.a€ Thank you, Joe Craven 

1 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Monday, July 02, 2012 11:52 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
La Wayne Schrader 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Dallas 

State : 
TX 

Zipcode: 
75204 

Subject: 
Obama Care 

Message: 
1 am a third generation Oklahoman, and my values and heart remain in my homestate, in fact, I'm moving back 
because I want to live in a real AJl-American place. I want to volunteer to head up a committee to go to the mat 
with the Supreme Court decision on Obamacare. Please let me know how I can help? 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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Kaili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Monday, July 02, 2012 2:27 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's. Office receives a large volume of conespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
ROSE MARY POSEY 

E-mail Address: 

City: 
PERKINS 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74059 

Subject: 
H.ealth Care 

Message: 
My brother is one of those individuals who works but yet only makes around $15,000.00/yr-does not get any 
assistance from the government in any way, but found himself homeless last year after living in conditions 
without water, ale, cook stove, holes in the floor fol' 6 years. I was able to pull him out of that situation and get 
him an apa11ment that only cost him $275.00/month.still not getting any assistance from any programs. He did 
go to our local dept of human services and was turned away and told to get a second job. The guy has 
NOTHING! and yet the government wants to assess a fine on him for not having health insurance?'??? Please 
explain to me how he is going to pay this fine. If my brother had the money he would have insurance. I know he 
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would much rather be able to go to the doctor rather than have to suffer when he is ill or has a problem. Why 
don't you try walking in his shoes for just I day ... you couldn't!!! 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system {noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Monday, July 02, 2012 3:04 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "ErnailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmaiJ ContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Eva Roberts 

E-mail Address: 

Address: 

City: 
Tyrone 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73951 

Subject: 
Affordable Health Care Act. (HR3962 

Message: 
Dear Gov. Mary Fallin: I am one of the leaders of the Oklahoma Panhandle Patriots and 'We the People' of 
Oklahoma wish to opt out of the Affordable Health Care for America Act. (HR3962) We believe it to be 
unconstitutional and a terrible burden on small business' and families. Also we would like to know why you, 
claiming to be a conservative, have not already opted out of this terrible law. Florida and Louisiana have 
already opted out and we believe that the state of Oklahoma should always be one of the fi rst to stand for the 
conservative values that our forefathers put fo1th in the Cons1itution and Bill of Rights. We believe in.LESS 
GOVERNMENT not more govcrrunent. Let the people of tltis great country rule over themselves because we do 
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a better job than the government anyway. Thank you for taking the time to read this email. We will be watching 
to see what you do. Sincerely, Mrs. Eva Robe1is Panhandle Patriots Live Free or Die! 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 5:57 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the uEmailContactForm" 

A user bas completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Jeff Hill 

--r: 
Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74012 

Subject: 
Healthcare 

Message: 
Good morning, I am writing simply to add my voice to all those who would encourage you to follow the 
examples of Scott Walker, Governor of Wisconsin and Rick Scott, Governor of Florida, to not implement 
"Obamacare" in our great state. It is a tax increase we cannot afford and a killer of jobs and an enemy of small 
business. I would encourage you also to bring to bear all the power at your disposal to help repeal this 
ridiculous. harmful, socialist law and work with other states to find better, more workable insurance solutions 
that allow freedom of individual medical care choices and to keep government from intruding intoi and 
controlling our lives. You're doing a good job, Governor. Keep up the good work and know you have our 
suppmt. Stand firm. Stand strong. Stand up! Thank you. 

1 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 8:14 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e~mail a question or comment to Governol' Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Jon Wolfe 

-r: 
Address: 

City: 
Warr Acres 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73122123 

Subject: 
obamacare 

Message: 
Are you going to opt out of the Medicare option like the other 26 states? 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:09 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user bas completed the "EmailContactForm11 form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a Jarge volume of conespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Govemor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Denise Terrill 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74114 

Subject: 
Affordable Care Act 

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin, As a resident of the state of Oklahoma, I am writing to ask you to accept the Medicaid 
expansion that is part of the Affordable Care Act. It will provide a measure of health insurance protection for 
those who cannot afford it otherwise, and it will be in the best interest of those Oklahomans who are fortunate 
enough to have health insurance coverage, and who end up indirectly paying for those who do not. Thank you. 
Denise Terrill 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

l 
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov} 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:45 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailConlactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on yom Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin ------··----·---

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the fonn below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of conespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 l -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
cberyl fairchild 

E-mail Address: 

Address: 

City: 
Glenpool 

State: 
OK 

Zipcocle: 
74033 

Subject: 
Obama care 

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, What stance will you be taking regarding the Supreme Court decision on Obamacare. Will you 
suppo11 the other Republican Governors in not enforcing an increase in Medicare or support for this 
monstros ity? Here is one Oklahoma voter who is hoping you stand with the conservatives of the Great State of 
Oklahoma and support the repllblicans who refuse to allow this overreach. It's time that states stand up even if it 
costs federal dollars and yes, l appreciate what that means. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 

1 
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Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Kaili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@1ivww.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 11:16 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "Emai1ContactF01m" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Gover11or Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of conespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 I-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Mr Harold Jackson Comer Jr 

e . I . 

Address: 

City: 
Bristow 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74010 

Subject: 

r: 

Affordable Care Act 

Message: 
I am writing to urge you to enact the Affordable Care Act that has been determined to be constitutional by the 
Supreme Court. Oklahoma has a LOT of uninsured people who would benefit from the expanded medicaid 
provisions. A GREAT deal of this expense will be paid by the federal government. Additionally, since 
Oklahoma's medicaid requirements are such that very few people currently receive it -- the proportionate 
funding for Oklahoma to expand it's program would financially benefit us FAR greater than other states 
(California, PelUlsylvania, Vermont, New York, plus others) To choose NOT to enact and take pm1 in the 
benefits of the ACA legislation would be a true dis-service to the constituents that you were put into office to 

1 
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serve. Don't be partisan on this issue. Do what is right for Oklahoma. Help your state provide insurance 
coverage to those who reside here. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.govJ 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 12:36 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailConlactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a Jarge volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 l -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Shane 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
74501 

Subject: 
PPACA 

Message: 
Gov. Fallin, I am emailing you in hopes that you are as upset as I am about the SCOTUS upholding of the 
Avordable Care Act (Obamacare). Obamaca1·e is a tax and I hope that you agree with Justice Roberts. I know 
that for my family times are hard. I am a veteran who is going back to school full time and my wife works full 
time. Our children are covered under Sooner Care. I think Sooner Care is something Oklahoma has done right 
and other states could Jearn from it. However there are nine new taxes in Obamacare that will impact my family 
and 13 new taxes that are going to effect Oklahomas small businesses. Amongst all this bad news I was 
encouraged to see the Gov. of Louisiana and Flordia declare that their states will not implement Obamacare. I 
will suppmt you 100% if you would do the same. I am a proud Okie and im proud of our freedom and love my 
country. I know that you are too. PLEASE Stand with Louisiana and Florida. Shane Schlueter 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 12:58 PM 
Kelli McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the 11EmailContactForm11 form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use lhe fonn below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at (405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Dennis Goodnight 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73034 

Subject: 
State Health Exchanges in Oklahoma 

Message: 
Gov. FalBn, I respectfully urge you to stand with other states and refuse to have Obamacare forced upon this 
state. Conservatives Republicans, like myself, will stand by you if you tell Obama Oklahoma will not be force 
fed socialism! v/r D. Goodnight Edmond, OK 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

1 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 1:14 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-1nail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Richard Gibson 

E-mail Address: 

Address: 

City: 
Mountain View 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73062 

Subject: 
Obama care 

Message: 
Governor Mary Fallin, I was thrilled when you were elected as the Governor of the Great State of Oklahoma. 
\Vatching hold the banner during the illegal voting of Obamacare. But was very disappointed in you when I saw 
that Oklahoma was not one of the s tates that has said no to the Obamacare mandate. Almost all of the 
surrounding states have refused to accept the mandate. I would have thought you one of the first to say "NO" to 
Obamacare. I hope to hear in the near future Governor Fallin that Oklahoma will not fall prey to the Obama 
mandate. Thank you for yout time. 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov} 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 1:23 PM 
Kelli McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the 11Emai1ContactForm11 form on your Web site. 

E-1nail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of conespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 I -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Donna V Carlton 

E~mail Address: 

• I . . . 

City: 
Edmond 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73013 

Subject: 
Medicaid 

Message: 

r: 

I hope Oklahoma will join the other states that are refusing to expand Medicaid (per ObamaCare). 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

1 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 3:00 PM 
Keill McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailConlactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Jerry Coulter 

Phone Ntunber: 

Address: 

City: 
Antlers 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
745239431 

Subject: 
Obamacare 

Message: 
Governor Fallin: I urge you to stand firm and tall in resisting implementation IN ANY FORM of the PP A CA 
(Obamacare). The only way to protect America from this bullying President is to RESIST HIM, the same way 
you resist any bully. There are other brave and courageous governors (Jindal, Walker, Lynch, Scott ... ) There's 
this: "A report in the Atlantic points out that if the states wonA¢i'(,Yzi'lY2t set up their own exchanges, the federal 
government will run the exchanges for them. But a long history of state noncompliance has shown that WHEN 
DONE IN LARGER NUMBERS - AND IN UNISON A¢'flYzl lYz the federal government often doesnA¢'ilYzi'lYzt 
have the resom·ces to implement such laws on their own." 
http://blog.tenthamendmentcenter.com/20 12/07/states-are-resisting-obamacare/ Please add Oklahoma and 
yourself to the list. 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 9:25 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Govemor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's 0 ffice at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Hiu Yee Rivers 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74104 

Subject: 
Obama Care 

Message: 
Dear Governor Fallin: I heard that Florida is opting out of Obamacare at the state level. I think we ought to do 
the same, opt out at the state level. Please consider doing this. Thank yo\1 for your time and consideration in this 
matter. Sincerely, Hiu-Yee Rivers 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

1 
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Wednesday, July 04, 201212:12 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactFonn" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin -- ·------- ·--------------

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires jmmediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 1-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Lisa 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Broken Arrow 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74011 

Subject: 
Medicaid expansion under new law 

Message: 
Jam writing as a concerned citizen of the state to urge you to accept the proposed expansion of Medicaid under 
the AffordabJe Care Act. It is now the law of the land and the state should accept it to help its poor citizens 
receive the healthcare coverage they need. The federal government wiJI help us by paying for 90% of the cost so 
you owe it to Oklahomans to take this offer. There is no doubt that Oklahoma needs to improve the health of its 
people since the state ends up on the worst state lists for healthcare so often and this is our chance to improve 
the outlook for many. I read that some legislators are pressuring you to turn the offer down to push for a repeal 
of the law and you mentioned that your goal is to elect Romney as the next president. You should fulfill your 
responsiblity as the elected governor and do what is best for the people of the state instead of trying to play 
political football with t hls important subject. Please do not turn down this funding. 

1 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Wednesday, July 04, 2012 7:52 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "Emai!ContactFonn" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 1-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Russell Edwards 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Afton 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
7433 1 

Subject: 
medicaid 

Message: 
MY WIFE AND I ARE CONSERVATIVES IN NE OKLAHOMA AND SUPPORTED YOUR CAMPAIGN 
WITH $ AND VOTES. WE WANT TO SAY THAT WE DO NOT WANT THE MEDICAJD INCREASE IN 
OBAMA CARE AND WANT YOU NOT TO BE A JUDGE ROBERTS. MY SUGGESTION IS OPT OUT 
AND DO IT SOON. I WILL NEVER. SUPPORT ANYONE WITH THEIR FINGERPRINTS ON ANY PART 
OF OBAMA CAREi!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 9:57 PM 
Kei!i McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

.A user has completed the 11EmaiJContactForm11 form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governo1· Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of colTespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. ff 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Edith Kraycik 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa 

State: 
OK 

Zip code: 
741 33 

Subject: 
Enhanced Mediciad 

Message: 
Dear Govemor Fallin: I am urging you lo not let the good people of OK down by refusing the federal dollars to 
expand the Medicaid program. As a hospital Social Worker I work with people every day who are not rich 
enough but not "poor enough" to qualify for Medicaid and consequently go without care or wait until their 
health problems are so serious they require costly care. Please do not let partisan politics keep you from 
considering what is 1 the best interest of the citizens of oh State. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
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No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 10:22 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactF01m" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Ofllce receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
John Warrior 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Tulsa 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74105 

Subject: 
Affordable Care Act 

Message: 
It is your duty as governor of this state to lead, support and protect the people. Turning your back on the 
Affordable Care Act docs not do this. In fact it shows you are willing to put your selfish political agenda before 
the welfare of the people. Suppo11 this law, improve the well-being of the people of this state. Do it so that no 
one bas to choose between eating and their medicine. Do it so everyone has access to care that will save their 
lives and give them a standard of living they deserve. If you doubt the power of being insured, go to a cancer 
ward and ask the families what they would do without medical coverage? Think about all of the wounded 
veterans that now have "preexisting conditions'' due to their service, like me. Conditions that may or may not be 
covered by the VA. So before casting your lot with the least popular Congress and their lame policies. Think 
about Oklahoma, think about the people of th is state, and ask yourself, are you serving the people? 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 11 :44 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-1nail Governor Fallin 

To e-m~il a question or comment to Governor Mary Fal lin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
charles Wedemeyer 

E-mail Address: 

Address: 

City: 
Nichols Hills 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73 11 6 

Subject: 
Obamacare 

Message: 
My wife and I request that you refuse to implement Obamacare because it is unconstitutional. Let's not wait for 
November. You are in your position of power in order to protect and de.lend our citizens in our pursuit of li fe, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. This opportunity is your moment. We appreciate your leadership and are 
thankfuJ to have you as our Governor. Your action in rejecting the money for Health Exchanges was very 
encouraging. Let's work to make Oklahoma an oasis of freedom and prosperity! 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 

24625



Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 10:03 PM 
Kelli McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "Emai!ContactForm11 form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mai l a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of col1'espondence and we work to respond in a timely fasluon. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 52 1-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Jim Wood 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Nmnber: 

Address: 

City: 
beggs 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
7442 1 

Subject: 
Ignore Obamacare 

Message: 
The Honorable Governor Fallin I strongly urge you to follow Florida's Governor, Rick Scott, and not recognize 
nor implement any part of the so call.ed Obamacare law. I would further encourage you to lead Oklahoma to 
work with Florida and like minded states to nullify the law. A stand needs to be made to suppott The 
Constitution and work to co11'ect an error made by this Supreme Court. My prayers and suppo11 are with you 
and our state as we fight to correct this threat to our liberties. 

Do you require a reply from the govemor•s office? 
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Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 8:37 AM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note. the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Max Bese 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zipcode: 
73735 

Subject: 
Obama care 

Message: 
Governor Fall in, We support Senator Patrick Anderson's call for you to reject Obamacare. As concerned 
citizens we have followed this subject very closely and we are convinced that this is NOT good for the citizens 
<>f this state. Please reject this federal usurpation of our rights. Thank you for your hard work and service lo this 
state and nation. Sincerely, Max and Linda Bese 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 
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Kem McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Saturday, July 07, 2012 12:06 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of cotTespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521 -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
John Wright 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73020 

Subject: 
owebamacare 

Message: 
Good Morning Govenor, I am contacting you ith the hopes of letting you know how impo1iant it is to us 
Oklahomans that you do everyting in your power to shield us from "owebamacare". Alos, we need your effo11s 
to shield us from the "N.D.A.A." which is a very bad ting for all Americans too. The current admistration in the 
White House is socialist at best and communist at worst. Please help protect us from him and his policies. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

1 
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Kem McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Saturday, July 07. 2012 2: 19 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a quest ion or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
KeMeth Hammond 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
oklahoma city 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73t12 

Subject: 
Obama Care 

Message: 
I support the President and his health care plan and you should too. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
No 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Sunday, July 08, 2012 1:06 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site . 

.E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of conespondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Patrick H Roark 

E-mail Address: 

Address: 

City: 
Brutlesville 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74006 

Subject: 
Obamacare 

Message: 
Please do what several governors have done and do not expand Medicaid eligibility, rather take advantage of 
the provisions of the law and reduce our Medicaid rolls. Our state and the nation can not afford this additional 
entitlement which like the others we have will grow and grow and grow. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Kem McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system {noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Monday, July 09, 2012 1 :40 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the 11EmaHContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Govemor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521 -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
marsha shilman 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
bixby 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74008 

Subject: 
Health care 

Message: 
I urge you to implement the Affordable Health Care act now that it has be affirmed by the US Supreme court. 
Please do not play politics with the health of Oklahomans. We have one of the worst percentages of uninsured 
citizens in the country and we all end up paying for the uninsured when they visit the emergency room as their 
primary care resource. Federnl money is there to use, please accept it and move on for the good of all 
Oklahomans 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 

1 
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Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov] 
Sunday, July 08, 2012 1:31 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "ErnailContactForrn" 

A user has completed the "Emai lContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Ofiice receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fash ion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office ac ( 405) 521 -
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Shelly Co\van 

" . :,; . 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
Pryor 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74361 

Subject: 
Medicaid Expansion Ruling 

Message: 
ls Oklahoma going to sign up for Obama's program or reject it. 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Ple<1se do not respond. 

1 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Sunday, July 08, 2012 12:07 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmaHContactForm" 

A user has completed the "Emai1ContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Harold David Claver 

E-mail Address: 

. " .. ~ 
Address: 

City: 
tu Isa 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74115 

Subject: 
health care 

Message: 

er: 

DEAR GOV. FALLIN lets put obama care on the NOV. ballet nation wide and let WE THE PEOPLE vote it up 
or down. Harold Claver 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
24638



Brett Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

• 

Governor Info 
Monday, July 09, 2012 8:57 AM 
Brett Thomas 
FW: ObamaCare 

From 
Sent: I'·' l'lo e •t•• 

To~ Governor Info 
Subject: ObamaCare 

To the Hon. Governer Fallin, 

As your constituent I hope you will heed Senator Anderson's call for you to not implement ObamaCare which in part is: 

"State Sen. Patrick Anderson urged Oklahoma's chief executive to join her fellow Republican governors across the 
country and state for the record that she will not implement ObamaCare." 
(http://www. oksenate. gov/news/press releases/press releases 2012/pr20120703a.html ) 

I fully agree with him as do most others in this state. We must not let this law be implemented. If we can not get this 
overturned by means of the November election and subsequent legislative action in Washington, then it will truly be left to 
the States and the People to do it Just as a juror has the Rights of Nullification against bad law in the jury box, so do the 
States against an out of control Federal government. 

You should first declare that the 'Exchanges' will not be implemented and then the Oklahoma Legislature should follow up 
next session to further move to absolve the citizens of Oklahoma of any liability pertaining to ObamaCare. If Oklahoma 
were to do this, we would be leading the Nation in the effort to restore this country back on it's intended path, which is life. 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. As it stands now we are no longer Sovereign Citizens, but mere subjects to the 
whims of an all powerful Federal government. This goes for the State of Oklahoma as well. Further, the positive economic 
impact would more than make up any loss of Federal funds that they may choose to penalize us with. Imagine the number 
of businesses that would flood to a state that is free of this horrible law. 

All three branches of our Federal government have failed us. I hope that you and our State Legislature will not do the 
same. 

Sincerely, 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system [noreply@www.ok.gov} 
Monday, July 09, 2012 1:02 PM 
Kei!i McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the ''EmailContactForm" form 011 your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. lf 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Jon Jones 

E-mail Aadress: 

Address: 

City: 
Oologah 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
74053 

Subject: 
Obamacare 

Message: 
Governor: With several recent aru1ouncements by conservative governors in other states concerning non
compliance with "Obamacare", what is your position? I believe the only hope for federalism is for the states to 
stand up and say 11No". Nullification seems to be out of the question, but surely the states have some power to 
resist the tyranny coming from Washington . 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov} 
Monday, July 09, 2012 6:52 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Kara Schardt 

E-mail Address: 

Address: 

City: 
Edmond 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73025 

Subject: 
Affordable "Care" Act 

Message: 
Governor Fallin: Please consider immediately following the lead of Texas Governor Rick Perry and other 
governors who refuse to implement "Obamacare"s onerous burdens on the states. a€reif anyone was in doubt, 
we in Texas have no intention to implement so-called state exchanges or to expand Medicaid under Obamacare. 
Gov. Perry says "I will not be paity to socializing healthcare and bankrupting my state in direct contradiction to 
our Constitution and our founding p1'inciples of limited government." Please consider making a similar 
statement at your earliest convenience. We are counting on you to save us. 

1 
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Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 

This is an automatic message notifying you of a new form completion. Please do not respond. 

2 
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Keili McEwen 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

CMS form builder system (noreply@www.ok.gov) 
Monday, July 09, 2012 12:39 PM 
Keili McEwen 
A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" 

A user has completed the "EmailContactForm" form on your Web site. 

E-mail Governor Fallin 

To e-mail a question or comment to Governor Mary Fallin, please use the form below. Please note, the 
Governor's Office receives a large volume of correspondence and we work to respond in a timely fashion. If 
your message is an emergency or requires immediate attention, please call the Governor's Office at ( 405) 521-
2342. Thank you for your patience. 

Name: 
Daniel Sowers 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: 
yuk on 

State: 
OK 

Zipcode: 
73099 

Subject: 
PP A CA 

Message: 
I think that you should also write a letter to Kathleen Sebelius and take a similar stance on the impending 
Affordable Care Act. I would like to see our state take a stand on the issue of Obama Care. If we can, as 
conservatives, stop this atrocious law before it is implemented it would be a victory for all Americans. Thank 
you 

Do you require a reply from the governor's office? 
Yes 
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Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
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Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
 
The City Wire – Arkansas part of 22-state effort in CNG push
http://www.thecitywire.com/node/24250
 
Edmond Sun – Opinion: Oklahoma taking lead in energy independence
http://www.edmondsun.com/opinion/x1241989353/Oklahoma-taking-lead-in-energy-
independence
 
Tahlequah Daily Press – Lawmakers to tackle ACA regulations
http://tahlequahdailypress.com/local/x403303752/Lawmakers-to-tackle-ACA-regulations
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman - Chesapeake amends loan agreement
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-amends-loan-agreement/article/3714942
The Oklahoman - CVR Energy planning public offering for refining unit 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cvr-energy-planning-public-offering-for-refining-
unit/article/3714941#ixzz2893EwAoF
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma's economy continues to do well despite low performance from
energy sector 

Read more: http://newsok.com/oklahomas-economy-continues-to-do-well-despite-low-
performance-from-energy-sector/article/3714939#ixzz2893I1pFn
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma ranks No. 44 in infant mortality
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ranks-no.-44-in-infant-mortality/article/3714965
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The Oklahoman - Afghanistan bomber kills 14, including 3 Americans
http://newsok.com/feed/afghanistan-bomber-kills-14-including-3-americans/article/3715087?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman - Sky diver aims to break sound barrier in free fall 

Read more: http://newsok.com/sky-diver-aims-to-break-sound-barrier-in-free-
fall/article/3715085#ixzz2893VmVys
The Oklahoman – Editorial: As tobacco experience shows, tax increases affect peoples'
behavior 

Read more: http://newsok.com/as-tobacco-experience-shows-tax-increases-affect-peoples-
behavior/article/3714892#ixzz2893d9lLS
The Oklahoman - Administration efforts to punish wealthy won't aid the nation's poor 

Read more: http://newsok.com/administration-efforts-to-punish-wealthy-wont-aid-the-
nations-poor/article/3714362#ixzz2893gRczl
The Washington Examiner - Morning Examiner: A vote for Obama is a vote for 9 percent
unemployment
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-a-vote-for-obama-is-a-vote-for-9-
percent-unemployment/article/2509573?custom_click=rss
 
The Oklahoman - Edmond utility to host open house
http://newsok.com/edmond-utility-to-host-open-house/article/3714906
The Oklahoman - Anti-Obama video protests ‘our taxpayer dollars promoting Communism’
in China 

Read more: http://newsok.com/anti-obama-video-protests-our-taxpayer-dollars-promoting-
communism-in-china/article/feed/441645#ixzz289421Ajz
 
The Oklahoman - AEI scholar offers vacuous ‘conservative case for Obamacare’ 

Read more: http://newsok.com/aei-scholar-offers-vacuous-conservative-case-for-
obamacare/article/feed/441795#ixzz28945cmQh
 
The Oklahoman - How Obama’s green energy policies are bad for the poor

Read more: http://newsok.com/how-obamas-green-energy-policies-are-bad-for-the-
poor/article/feed/441675#ixzz28948xWsZ
 
Tulsa World – County commissioner: Raising rent fair if airport tenants get Vision2 funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121002_16_A1_CUTLIN816188
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines bookings hurt by late, canceled flights
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20121002_45_E1_Flight502846
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Tulsa World – At least 20 injured in California train crash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121002_13_0_HANFOR634509
 
Tulsa World – Bacon shortage called hogwash, but price is rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20121002_47_E3_CUTLIN608105
 
Tulsa World – 'FBI scam' malware popping up frequently
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121002_52_E1_JimInh749608
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines inspecting jets for loose seats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121002_45_E2_DALLAS66832
 
Tulsa World – American Express paying $112 million to settle regulator accusations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121002_51_E3_WASHIN587663
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Westside plan in the works for river development
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121002_61_A13_Aplanf546419
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Approval of SQ 766 needed to ensure fair, stable business climate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121002_61_A13_Oklaho808981
 
Tulsa World – County commissioner: Raising rent fair if airport tenants get Vision2 funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121002_16_A1_CUTLIN816188
 
Tulsa World – State revenues up nearly 3 percent in September
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121002_16_A14_OKLAHO23785
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court rejects Oklahoma death row inmate's final appeal
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121002_16_A5_WASHIN317334
 
Tulsa World – Investigators say VA wasted $762,000 at events
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121002_13_A5_WASHIN518563
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma sees boost in voter registrations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121002_16_A14_Statee984999
 
Tulsa World – Bridenstine, Olson continue Fair Tax debate at Sand Springs forum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121002_16_A9_CUTLIN455029
The Journal Record – Capital concerns: State leaders, bankers ask Fed to reconsider Basel III
requirements
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/capital-concerns-state-leaders-bankers-ask-fed-to-
reconsider-basel-iii-requirements-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Records: Claremore Veterans Center cited for noncompliance
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/records-claremore-veterans-center-cited-for-
noncompliance-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. treasurer: Revenue collections resume climb
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/okla-treasurer-revenue-collections-resume-climb-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – CVR Energy gives update on refinery explosion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/cvr-energy-gives-update-on-refinery-explosion-energy/
 
 
The Journal Record – Huge tax increase looms at year-end ‘fiscal cliff’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/huge-tax-increase-looms-at-year-end-fiscal-cliff-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. manufacturing grows for 1st time in 4 months
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/u-s-manufacturing-grows-for-1st-time-in-4-months-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Survey suggests little economic growth in Midwest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/survey-suggests-little-economic-growth-in-midwest-
general-news/
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
 
The City Wire – Arkansas part of 22-state effort in CNG push
http://www.thecitywire.com/node/24250
 
Edmond Sun – Opinion: Oklahoma taking lead in energy independence
http://www.edmondsun.com/opinion/x1241989353/Oklahoma-taking-lead-in-energy-
independence
 
Tahlequah Daily Press – Lawmakers to tackle ACA regulations
http://tahlequahdailypress.com/local/x403303752/Lawmakers-to-tackle-ACA-regulations
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman - Chesapeake amends loan agreement
http://newsok.com/chesapeake-amends-loan-agreement/article/3714942
The Oklahoman - CVR Energy planning public offering for refining unit 

Read more: http://newsok.com/cvr-energy-planning-public-offering-for-refining-
unit/article/3714941#ixzz2893EwAoF
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma's economy continues to do well despite low performance from
energy sector 

Read more: http://newsok.com/oklahomas-economy-continues-to-do-well-despite-low-
performance-from-energy-sector/article/3714939#ixzz2893I1pFn
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma ranks No. 44 in infant mortality
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ranks-no.-44-in-infant-mortality/article/3714965
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The Oklahoman - Afghanistan bomber kills 14, including 3 Americans
http://newsok.com/feed/afghanistan-bomber-kills-14-including-3-americans/article/3715087?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman - Sky diver aims to break sound barrier in free fall 

Read more: http://newsok.com/sky-diver-aims-to-break-sound-barrier-in-free-
fall/article/3715085#ixzz2893VmVys
The Oklahoman – Editorial: As tobacco experience shows, tax increases affect peoples'
behavior 

Read more: http://newsok.com/as-tobacco-experience-shows-tax-increases-affect-peoples-
behavior/article/3714892#ixzz2893d9lLS
The Oklahoman - Administration efforts to punish wealthy won't aid the nation's poor 

Read more: http://newsok.com/administration-efforts-to-punish-wealthy-wont-aid-the-
nations-poor/article/3714362#ixzz2893gRczl
The Washington Examiner - Morning Examiner: A vote for Obama is a vote for 9 percent
unemployment
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-a-vote-for-obama-is-a-vote-for-9-
percent-unemployment/article/2509573?custom_click=rss
 
The Oklahoman - Edmond utility to host open house
http://newsok.com/edmond-utility-to-host-open-house/article/3714906
The Oklahoman - Anti-Obama video protests ‘our taxpayer dollars promoting Communism’
in China 

Read more: http://newsok.com/anti-obama-video-protests-our-taxpayer-dollars-promoting-
communism-in-china/article/feed/441645#ixzz289421Ajz
 
The Oklahoman - AEI scholar offers vacuous ‘conservative case for Obamacare’ 

Read more: http://newsok.com/aei-scholar-offers-vacuous-conservative-case-for-
obamacare/article/feed/441795#ixzz28945cmQh
 
The Oklahoman - How Obama’s green energy policies are bad for the poor

Read more: http://newsok.com/how-obamas-green-energy-policies-are-bad-for-the-
poor/article/feed/441675#ixzz28948xWsZ
 
Tulsa World – County commissioner: Raising rent fair if airport tenants get Vision2 funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121002_16_A1_CUTLIN816188
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines bookings hurt by late, canceled flights
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20121002_45_E1_Flight502846
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Tulsa World – At least 20 injured in California train crash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121002_13_0_HANFOR634509
 
Tulsa World – Bacon shortage called hogwash, but price is rising
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20121002_47_E3_CUTLIN608105
 
Tulsa World – 'FBI scam' malware popping up frequently
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121002_52_E1_JimInh749608
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines inspecting jets for loose seats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121002_45_E2_DALLAS66832
 
Tulsa World – American Express paying $112 million to settle regulator accusations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121002_51_E3_WASHIN587663
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Westside plan in the works for river development
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121002_61_A13_Aplanf546419
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Approval of SQ 766 needed to ensure fair, stable business climate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121002_61_A13_Oklaho808981
 
Tulsa World – County commissioner: Raising rent fair if airport tenants get Vision2 funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121002_16_A1_CUTLIN816188
 
Tulsa World – State revenues up nearly 3 percent in September
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121002_16_A14_OKLAHO23785
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court rejects Oklahoma death row inmate's final appeal
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121002_16_A5_WASHIN317334
 
Tulsa World – Investigators say VA wasted $762,000 at events
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121002_13_A5_WASHIN518563
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma sees boost in voter registrations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121002_16_A14_Statee984999
 
Tulsa World – Bridenstine, Olson continue Fair Tax debate at Sand Springs forum
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=336&articleid=20121002_16_A9_CUTLIN455029
The Journal Record – Capital concerns: State leaders, bankers ask Fed to reconsider Basel III
requirements
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/capital-concerns-state-leaders-bankers-ask-fed-to-
reconsider-basel-iii-requirements-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Records: Claremore Veterans Center cited for noncompliance
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/records-claremore-veterans-center-cited-for-
noncompliance-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. treasurer: Revenue collections resume climb
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/okla-treasurer-revenue-collections-resume-climb-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – CVR Energy gives update on refinery explosion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/cvr-energy-gives-update-on-refinery-explosion-energy/
 
 
The Journal Record – Huge tax increase looms at year-end ‘fiscal cliff’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/huge-tax-increase-looms-at-year-end-fiscal-cliff-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. manufacturing grows for 1st time in 4 months
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/u-s-manufacturing-grows-for-1st-time-in-4-months-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Survey suggests little economic growth in Midwest
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/01/survey-suggests-little-economic-growth-in-midwest-
general-news/
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
Tulsa World – State legislator makes case to Fallin for expanded Medicaid
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121027_16_A12_ULNSbm143485
Fox 23 – Open Carry: Are we ready?
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Open-Carry-Are-We-
Ready/qU80ekgf8UqwHNGuIXJs6A.cspx
Tulsa World - Sunday Morning Quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107
 
Tulsa World - Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn offers Fallin advice on Obamacare
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_A26_USSenT258027
 
Altus Times - DAs oppose SQ #762 taking the Governor out of the parole process
Altus Times - DAs oppose SQ 762 taking the Governor out of the parole process
 
Tulsa World - Voters will have six proposals on ballot
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO4_CUTLIN351984
 
Tulsa World - Oklahoma's Electoral Time Line
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO3_FirstO70526
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Foundation for the Disabled provides opportunities, activities 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-foundation-for-the-disabled-provides-opportunities-
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activities/article/3723532#ixzz2Agwp0hFd
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood'
dispute 
http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-personhood-
dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AgwsNx00
 
The Oklahoman – Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't
welcome diversity 

Read more: http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-
doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2AgwvVwPL
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-
expensive/article/3723045
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain
financial impact on homeowners 
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-uncertain-
financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Agx3Y8f3
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma lawmaker's idea about state worker pay is worth a
close look 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-idea-about-state-worker-pay-is-worth-a-close-
look/article/3722635#ixzz2Agx76yrN
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: The Oklahoman endorsement: Mitt Romney is the best choice
for America 
http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-endorsement-mitt-romney-is-the-best-choice-for-
america/article/3722627#ixzz2AgxBwr13
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: ScissorTales: Tax cut still a top priority, OCPA president insists 
http://newsok.com/scissortales-tax-cut-still-a-top-priority-ocpa-president-
insists/article/3722616#ixzz2AgxGPRf2
 
The Oklahoman – An uneasy economy, and those living through it
http://newsok.com/an-uneasy-economy-and-those-living-through-
it/article/feed/454483#ixzz2AgxLXbJQ
 
The Oklahoman – Libertarian presidential candidate visiting Colo
http://newsok.com/libertarian-presidential-candidate-visiting-colo./article/feed/454543
 
The Oklahoman – Obama cancels Florida campaign trip, returns to DC
http://newsok.com/obama-cancels-florida-campaign-trip-returns-to-
dc/article/feed/454447#ixzz2Agxco6QF
 
The Oklahoman – Obama hopes Nevada turnout team trumps bad economy
http://newsok.com/obama-hopes-nevada-turnout-team-trumps-bad-
economy/article/feed/454478#ixzz2Agxf3IGm
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The Oklahoman – Advantage Obama in hunt for 270 electoral votes
http://newsok.com/advantage-obama-in-hunt-for-270-electoral-
votes/article/feed/454241#ixzz2Agxh6qUA
 
The Oklahoman – AP analysis of electoral map in presidential race 
http://newsok.com/ap-analysis-of-electoral-map-in-presidential-
race/article/feed/454242#ixzz2Agxjo9Xo
Tulsa World – City of Tulsa nearly at pre-recession employment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_A1_CUTLIN317222
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa higher-ed schools slated to get $22 million in Vision2 funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967
 
Tulsa World – Cousins Park project put on hold for bridge talks
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighing whether to hear personhood case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_WASHIN846471
 
Tulsa World – House District 71 campaign has candidates stuck on repeat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_16_A11_CUTLIN173827
 
Tulsa World – New pipeline will allow Broken Arrow to buy water from Tulsa
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_12_A11_BROKEN408135
 
Tulsa World – City identifies space for needed growth
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_61_A9_ForTul855841
 
Tulsa World – For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_11_A9_Twelve603963
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Ltsbrn482128
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines maintenance base's management, labor endorse Vision2
package
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A5_CUTLIN229397
 
Tulsa World – Storm wreaks havoc on presidential race
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_CUTLIN544733
 
Tulsa World – State Question 765 will decide fate of Human Services panel
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A13_CUTLIN681125
 
The Journal Record – Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-contributors-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Diabetes center receives $10.8 million grant
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/25/ous-harold-hamm-diabetes-center-receives-10-8-
million-grant-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Lawmakers study state employee pay
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-forum-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-news/
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 10/29/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, October 29, 2012 8:02:46 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker
 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
Tulsa World – State legislator makes case to Fallin for expanded Medicaid
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121027_16_A12_ULNSbm143485
Fox 23 – Open Carry: Are we ready?
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Open-Carry-Are-We-
Ready/qU80ekgf8UqwHNGuIXJs6A.cspx
Tulsa World - Sunday Morning Quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121028_16_A26_hGovMa841107
 
Tulsa World - Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn offers Fallin advice on Obamacare
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_A26_USSenT258027
 
Altus Times - DAs oppose SQ #762 taking the Governor out of the parole process
Altus Times - DAs oppose SQ 762 taking the Governor out of the parole process
 
Tulsa World - Voters will have six proposals on ballot
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO4_CUTLIN351984
 
Tulsa World - Oklahoma's Electoral Time Line
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121028_16_VO3_FirstO70526
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Foundation for the Disabled provides opportunities, activities 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-foundation-for-the-disabled-provides-opportunities-
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activities/article/3723532#ixzz2Agwp0hFd
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. Supreme Court to decide if it will hear Oklahoma's 'personhood'
dispute 
http://newsok.com/u.s.-supreme-court-to-decide-if-it-will-hear-oklahomas-personhood-
dispute/article/3723528#ixzz2AgwsNx00
 
The Oklahoman – Ongoing online survey finds many Oklahoma believe state doesn't
welcome diversity 

Read more: http://newsok.com/ongoing-online-survey-finds-many-oklahoma-believe-state-
doesnt-welcome-diversity/article/3722991#ixzz2AgwvVwPL
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma congressional candidates campaigns are expensive
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-congressional-candidates-campaigns-are-
expensive/article/3723045
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma's vote on intangible property tax exemption to have uncertain
financial impact on homeowners 
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-vote-on-intangible-property-tax-exemption-to-have-uncertain-
financial-impact-on-homeowners/article/3723041#ixzz2Agx3Y8f3
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma lawmaker's idea about state worker pay is worth a
close look 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-idea-about-state-worker-pay-is-worth-a-close-
look/article/3722635#ixzz2Agx76yrN
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: The Oklahoman endorsement: Mitt Romney is the best choice
for America 
http://newsok.com/the-oklahoman-endorsement-mitt-romney-is-the-best-choice-for-
america/article/3722627#ixzz2AgxBwr13
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: ScissorTales: Tax cut still a top priority, OCPA president insists 
http://newsok.com/scissortales-tax-cut-still-a-top-priority-ocpa-president-
insists/article/3722616#ixzz2AgxGPRf2
 
The Oklahoman – An uneasy economy, and those living through it
http://newsok.com/an-uneasy-economy-and-those-living-through-
it/article/feed/454483#ixzz2AgxLXbJQ
 
The Oklahoman – Libertarian presidential candidate visiting Colo
http://newsok.com/libertarian-presidential-candidate-visiting-colo./article/feed/454543
 
The Oklahoman – Obama cancels Florida campaign trip, returns to DC
http://newsok.com/obama-cancels-florida-campaign-trip-returns-to-
dc/article/feed/454447#ixzz2Agxco6QF
 
The Oklahoman – Obama hopes Nevada turnout team trumps bad economy
http://newsok.com/obama-hopes-nevada-turnout-team-trumps-bad-
economy/article/feed/454478#ixzz2Agxf3IGm
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The Oklahoman – Advantage Obama in hunt for 270 electoral votes
http://newsok.com/advantage-obama-in-hunt-for-270-electoral-
votes/article/feed/454241#ixzz2Agxh6qUA
 
The Oklahoman – AP analysis of electoral map in presidential race 
http://newsok.com/ap-analysis-of-electoral-map-in-presidential-
race/article/feed/454242#ixzz2Agxjo9Xo
Tulsa World – City of Tulsa nearly at pre-recession employment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_11_A1_CUTLIN317222
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa higher-ed schools slated to get $22 million in Vision2 funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN321967
 
Tulsa World – Cousins Park project put on hold for bridge talks
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_CUTLIN228279
 
Tulsa World – Supreme Court weighing whether to hear personhood case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_16_A1_WASHIN846471
 
Tulsa World – House District 71 campaign has candidates stuck on repeat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=12&articleid=20121029_16_A11_CUTLIN173827
 
Tulsa World – New pipeline will allow Broken Arrow to buy water from Tulsa
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121029_12_A11_BROKEN408135
 
Tulsa World – City identifies space for needed growth
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_61_A9_ForTul855841
 
Tulsa World – For retention: 12 judges on Nov. 6 ballot
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121029_11_A9_Twelve603963
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Vision2 plan supportable
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121028_61_G6_Ltsbrn482128
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines maintenance base's management, labor endorse Vision2
package
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A5_CUTLIN229397
 
Tulsa World – Storm wreaks havoc on presidential race
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121029_13_A14_CUTLIN544733
 
Tulsa World – State Question 765 will decide fate of Human Services panel
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121029_16_A13_CUTLIN681125
 
The Journal Record – Chasing oil-field outlaws: Theft of crude, equipment increases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/oil-theft-difficult-to-stop-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa’s Future leads Vision 2 campaign contributors
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/tulsas-future-leads-vision-2-campaign-contributors-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Diabetes center receives $10.8 million grant
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/25/ous-harold-hamm-diabetes-center-receives-10-8-
million-grant-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Lawmakers study state employee pay
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/lawmakers-study-state-employee-pay-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Economy, debt dominate Oklahoma 5th District forum
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/economy-debt-dominate-oklahoma-5th-district-forum-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Texas Brine billed $321,000 for sinkhole
http://journalrecord.com/2012/10/26/texas-brine-billed-321000-for-sinkhole-general-news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker
 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Fallin postpones decision on health insurance exchange
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20121117_16_A15_GovMar696702
 
Huffington Post – Scott Walker, Wisconsin Governor, rejects key health care reform
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/16/scott-walker-health-care_n_2144605.html
 
The Oklahoman, Letter to the Editor – To pass on Medicaid expansion would be cruel
http://newsok.com/to-pass-on-medicaid-expansion-would-be-
cruel/article/3729195#axzz2CfxJpIh0
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Elections force nation’s governors to face reality on Obamacare
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=211&articleid=20121118_11_G1_ULNShs98580
 
The Norman Transcript – Honoring their service
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x2120604067/Honoring-their-service
 
The Wichita Eagle, Editorial blog – Kansas’ tax cuts making neighbors nervous
http://blogs.kansas.com/weblog/2012/11/kansas-tax-cuts-making-neighbors-nervous/
 
Pauls Valley Democrat – Caught between SORC and a hard place
http://paulsvalleydailydemocrat.com/local/x942828457/Caught-between-SORC-and-a-hard-
place
 
AQHA Journal – Governor visits world show
http://www.aqha.com/Showing/World-Show/Blog/11172012-Governor-Visits-World-
Show.aspx
 
Associated Press – Former Oklahoma lawmaker to be promoted to general
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http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Former-Okla-lawmaker-to-be-promoted-to-general-
4049097.php
 
The Journal Record – Fallin delays decision on Okla. insurance exchange
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/fallin-delays-decision-on-okla-insurance-exchange-
capitol/
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City
experts say 
http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-city-
experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2CfzfB481
 
The Oklahoman – Rising Starlight wins 'Superhorse' title at American Quarter Horse
Association World Championship Show in Oklahoma City 
: http://newsok.com/rising-starlight-wins-superhorse-title-at-american-quarter-horse-
association-world-championship-show-in-oklahoma-city/article/3729997#ixzz2CfzhSw61
 
The Oklahoman – IRS disaster fund advice followed in OKC, ignored elsewhere 
http://newsok.com/irs-disaster-fund-advice-followed-in-okc-ignored-
elsewhere/article/3729581#ixzz2CfzkBQQf
 
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma sales tax enforcement measure draws concerns from
business owners 
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-sales-tax-enforcement-measure-draws-concerns-from-
business-owners/article/3729982#ixzz2CfzmREyw
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma agency — Commission on Marginally Producing Oil and Gas
Wells — faces criticism 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agency-commission-on-marginally-producing-oil-and-gas-
wells-faces-criticism/article/3729336#ixzz2CfzoTPFj
 
The Oklahoman – Fiscal cliff makes tax planning more difficult, important, Oklahoma City
experts say 
http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-makes-tax-planning-more-difficult-important-oklahoma-city-
experts-say/article/3729638#ixzz2CfzsUw2f
 
The Oklahoman – Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach 
http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-
approach/article/3729205#ixzz2CfzuNACf
 
The Oklahoman – Current lawmakers can learn a little from outgoing House speaker 
http://newsok.com/current-lawmakers-can-learn-a-little-from-outgoing-house-
speaker/article/3729186#ixzz2CfzwLB9K
 
The Oklahoman – Proposed federal tax increases no cure for weak economy 
http://newsok.com/proposed-federal-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-
economy/article/3729185#ixzz2CfzysIyG
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http://newsok.com/proposed-federal-tax-increases-no-cure-for-weak-economy/article/3729185#ixzz2CfzysIyG


The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Democrats face tough chore in attracting support 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-democrats-face-tough-chore-in-attracting-
support/article/3728838#ixzz2Cg01LFVi
 
The Oklahoman – Workers' comp costs continue to hurt Oklahoma business 
http://newsok.com/workers-comp-costs-continue-to-hurt-oklahoma-
business/article/3728836#ixzz2Cg03fE9C
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. oil future is bright, if policies will allow it
http://newsok.com/u.s.-oil-future-is-bright-if-policies-will-allow-
it/article/3728835#ixzz2Cg06D9AM
 
The Oklahoman – Fiscal cliff negotiators are facing high hurdles
http://newsok.com/fiscal-cliff-negotiators-are-facing-high-
hurdles/article/feed/464416#axzz2CfxJpIh0
 
The Oklahoman – American Muslim allowed boarding passes on third attempt to fly to
Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/american-muslim-allowed-boarding-passes-on-third-attempt-to-fly-to-
oklahoma/article/3729998#ixzz2Cg0Bxvid
 
The Oklahoman – Liquor store numbers continue to rise in Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/liquor-store-numbers-continue-to-rise-in-
oklahoma/article/3729986#ixzz2Cg0GdDWJ
Tulsa World – Struggling Oklahoma schools are caught in funding limbo
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20121119_19_A1_Afterb711047
 
Tulsa World – Inhofe: Hope is not lost for low-water dam improvements
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121119_336_A1_USSenJ716460
 
Tulsa World – Obama in Cambodia after rousing Myanmar welcome
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121119_13_0_PHNOMP470013
 
Tulsa World – Oil rises as Israel-Hamas fight continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121119_49_0_Thepri693833
 
Tulsa World – Health care: More businesses let employees pick their own coverage
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20121118_46_E1_Forsom881216
 
Tulsa World – Small Business Saturday a chance to help the local retailers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_OKweal665947
 
Tulsa World – Affirmative action
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
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subjectid=61&articleid=20121119_61_A9_Afeder688271
 
Tulsa World – BP paying for its negligence
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121117_61_A20_Itsbee920509
 
Tulsa World – New Oklahoma law on collecting late sales taxes draws criticism
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121119_16_A14_Anewla456310
 
Tulsa World – Obama touts Asia's role in US prosperity, security
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121118_13_0_BANGKO529401
 
Tulsa World – Air National Guard hosts training exercise in Oklahoma City
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121118_16_A12_CUTLIN624430
 
Tulsa World – Democrats stiffen spine against trimming benefits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121118_13_A16_CUTLIN324391
 
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Coburn says he won't run in 2016, but
spidey-sense isn't so sure
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A26_Iguess133502
 
Tulsa World – Fiscal cliff more like a rocky slope
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A16_Teiclc875347
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Senate Republicans say education, workers comp reform will be
top issues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121118_16_A19_OKLAHO107953
 
The Journal Record – UCO payouts: Records show school settles 2 lawsuits for $157,500
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/uco-payouts-records-show-school-settles-2-lawsuits-
for-157500-law/
 
The Journal Record – McClendon’s big bet: Chesapeake CEO not hedging natural gas in
2013
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/mcclendons-big-bet-chesapeake-ceo-isnt-hedging-
natural-gas-in-2013-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Air Assurance open house conditions students for HVAC careers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/air-assurance-open-house-conditions-students-for-hvac-
careers-general-news/
The Journal Record – Lawsuits possible over 10 Commandments monument
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/lawsuits-possible-over-10-commandments-monument-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Steele takes position with OKC-based nonprofit TEEM
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/steele-takes-position-with-okc-based-nonprofit-teem-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Local retailers say no to Black Friday
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/16/local-retailers-say-no-to-black-friday-general-news/
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Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Gov. Mary Fallin says Oklahoma will not develop health care exchange under
Affordable Care Act
 
The Oklahoman - http://newsok.com/fallin-oklahoma-will-not-develop-health-care-
exchange-under-affordable-health-care-act/article/3730120
 
The Oklahoman – Timeline: Health care law
http://newsok.com/timeline-health-care-law/article/3730222
 
Tulsa World http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20121120_16_A1_CUTLIN244929
 
Tulsa World – cartoon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?
subjectid=63&articleid=20121120_11_A13_BRUCEP387684
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20121120_61_A13_CUTLIN815292
 
The Journal Record - http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/okla-rejects-state-run-health-
insurance-exchange-capitol/
 
KOCO Channel 5 - http://www.koco.com/news/politics/Gov-Fallin-announces-Oklahoma-
health-care-decisions/-/9843896/17473688/-/o7sb1k/-/index.html
 
KRMG News Talk Radio - http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/governor-fallin-says-no-
obamacare-oklahoma/nS9q8/
 
Associated Press - http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-rejects-state-run-health-
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insurance-exchange-4050544.php
 
The Hill - http://thehill.com/blogs/healthwatch/health-reform-implementation/268747-
oklahoma-says-no-to-state-based-health-exchange
 
PR Newswire - Doak Supports Gov. Fallin's Decision to Reject a State-Based Exchange
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/doak-supports-gov-fallins-decision-to-reject-a-
state-based-exchange-180027801.html
 
Business Insider – Republican governors are stonewalling Obamacare
http://www.businessinsider.com/republicans-refuse-obamacare-ruling-2012-11
 
Mary Fallin’s Feeding Oklahoma Food and Fund drive
 
The Oklahoman – http://newsok.com/mary-fallins-feeding-oklahoma-food-and-fund-
drive/multimedia/video/1978278798001
 
The Oklahoman - http://newsok.com/food-drive-results-announced/article/3730346
 
Tulsa World - http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_16_A5_GovMar146288
 
Tulsa World - Lawmaker wants Fair Meadows closure probed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=334&articleid=20121120_16_A9_CUTLIN585645
 
Other Oklahoma News

Judge rules Hobby Lobby must cover employees' contraception
 
The Oklahoman – http://newsok.com/judge-rejects-hobby-lobby-bid-to-prevent-enforcement-
of-government-contraception-rules/article/3730168
 
The Journal Record - http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/judge-denies-hobby-lobby-
request-to-stop-emergency-contraceptives-mandate-law/
 
The Oklahoman - The look of hotels, not the number is the dilemma in downtown OKC
http://newsok.com/the-look-of-hotels-not-the-number-is-the-dilemma-in-downtown-
okc/article/3730153?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman - Colorado law has Oklahoma boarder county poised to respond
http://newsok.com/colorado-law-has-oklahoma-boarder-county-poised-to-
respond/article/3730155?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma ethics panel fails to police campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman - Obsessing on income gap not a sound policymaking approach
http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-panel-fails-to-police-campaigns/article/3730154?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/obsessing-on-income-gap-not-a-sound-policymaking-approach/article/3729205?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials


approach/article/3729205?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman - Deadline nears for W.Va. election recount requests
http://newsok.com/deadline-nears-for-w.va.-election-recount-requests/article/feed/465097
 
The Oklahoman - Morning Examiner: Rubio vs the liberal media
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-rubio-vs-the-liberal-media/article/feed/465196
 
The Oklahoman - Hearing set in Planned Parenthood lawsuit against Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/hearing-set-in-planned-parenthood-lawsuit-against-
oklahoma/article/3730121
 
Tulsa World - More states have one-party legislative domination
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121120_13_A8_CUTLIN642695
 
Tulsa World – EMSA among employers seeking out veterans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20121120_11_A1_CUTLIN135910
 
Tulsa World – Senior Hamas military chief urges continued battle
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20121120_13_0_GAZACI699750
 
The Journal Record - SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-takeover-
attempts-energy/
 
The Journal Record - Developing an appetite for capitalism: ASTEC course teaches students
business skills
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/developing-an-appetite-for-capitalism-astec-course-
teaches-students-business-skills/
 
The Journal Record - Looming fiscal cliff could pose problems in Okla.
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/looming-fiscal-cliff-could-pose-problems-in-okla-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record - SandRidge Energy adopts plan to stave off takeover attempts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/sandridge-energy-adopts-plan-to-stave-off-takeover-
attempts-energy/
 
The Journal Record - Report: Rich getting richer in Oklahoma
http://journalrecord.com/2012/11/19/report-rich-getting-richer-in-oklahoma-finance/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
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MEMORANDUM  

TO: CHIEFS OF STAFFS, ACTION OFFICERS, HEALTH CARE ADVISORS 

FROM: MARIE SANDERSON 

SUBJECT: ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 

DATE: 9/27/2012 

CC: PHIL COX, LINDSAY RUSSELL 

Background: 

 

On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a Bulletin describing 

the approach it intends to take in future rulemaking to define the essential health benefits (EHB) under the 

Affordable Care Act. http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  

 

Under the health reform law, every insurance plan will be required to cover a set of “essential health benefits.” 

The Affordable Care Act defines 10 broad categories. 

http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf.  

 

HHS announced that every state will have the option to determine essential health benefits themselves, by using 

standards that already exist in their states. http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-

benefits12162011a.html.  

 

HHS has given the states an October 1 deadline to decide a benchmark plan but has not provided a proposed or 

final rule. HHS is conducting regional and local information calls but has declined to put anything in writing. 

Several states have stated that they are receiving conflicting information.  

 

Republican states tend to fall into two buckets regarding their approach to this deadline: 

 

1) Not responding due to lack of regulation, not bound to respond to a HHS bulletin (see LA and PA letters 

attached as examples)  

 

2) Responding to the deadline with caveats and possible criticism (see VA letter attached)  

 

A previously circulated, a STAFF conference call will be held tomorrow/ Thursday, 9/27 to discuss EHBs 

and Healthcare exchanges, tomorrow, Conference line: 

  

1 800 653 7913 

Access code:  4341764 
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Attachments to this memo: 

1) LA DRAFT HHS letter re Oct 1 deadline, attached 

2) PA Final HHS letter and EHB study re Oct 1 deadline, attached 

3) VA DRAFT HHS letter  re Oct 1 deadline, attached 

4) Survey: A survey providing confidential and unofficial information regarding the path states are 

considering regarding the Oct 1 decision. The survey is updated as states provide new information, 

attached  

5) Briefing Material regarding PPACA and EHB: 

http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf from Indiana.  Speaks 

to overall PPACA implications but see slides 41 – 52 which outlines EHB, see link 

 

 

Below is a list of list of articles and position papers regarding EHB:  

  

Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health Benefits’ Mandate?  

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/ 

 

What counts as ‘essential’ health care? White House tells states to decide. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-

states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html  

 

State Progress on Essential Health Benefits- http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-

benefits  

 

INDIANA’s Health Finance Committee Update on Federal Health Initiatives. EHB- (Pages 42-52) 

http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf  

 

In Capitol Hill’s shadow, health reform gets underway 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-

underway  
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PPACA Costs to the States: 
  

Alabama 
  
The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near 
future. 
  
The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the 
beginning of the 2020 fiscal year. 
 Medicaid Expansion Details 

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated 
eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level. 

 
· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children 

with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the 
current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population.  

 
· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population. 
 
· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that 

support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020.  
 
· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new 

recipients. 
 
· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system 

changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. 
previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth 
between subsidy plans and Medicaid. 

  
Alaska 

  
Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see 
Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and 
Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to 
continue to grow ahead of inflation.  
  
For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with 
program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid 
funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and 
forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures.  
  
The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. 
However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund 
spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset 
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by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's 
future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues 
to decline. 
  
Arizona, Gov Brewer 
  
The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected 
to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this 
decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per 
year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the 
PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will 
initially receive full federal financing).  
  
Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 
63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-
completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of 
aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this 
effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the 
mandated increases in population due to the PPACA. 
  
Florida, Gov Scott 
  
According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force 
Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in 
four years. 
  

Georgia 
  

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 
650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated 
expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the 
cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending 
could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is 
continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate. 
  

Idaho 
  

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new 
expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s 
current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of 
Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 
2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be 
$3.48 million.  
  
Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the 
uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which 
could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost 
to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the 
cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.   
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In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased 
approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, 
expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.   
  

Indiana 
  
The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the 
period 2014 to 2020. 
  
A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in 
addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will 
still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected 
to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually. 

  
Iowa 

  
As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid 
spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund 
expenditures. 
  
When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that 
was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health 
care that we manage very carefully.  
  
It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid 
enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid 
population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just 
over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with 
mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost 
over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern.  
  
Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less 
flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our 
vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state 
policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need 
them most.   
  

Kansas 
  

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see 
increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset 
of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 
without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all 
before the mandated PPACA expansion.  
  
An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal 
response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a 
month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have 
amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium.  
  
Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 
demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, 
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person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and 
services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more 
specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally 
redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's 
statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need. 
  

Louisiana 
  

Pending 
  

Maine 
  

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in 
June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 
2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to 
address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a 
result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly 
reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be 
exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial 
budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature 
have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary 
changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program.  
  

Mississippi 
  

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, 
including an additional $443 million in year ten. 
  

Nebraska 
  
In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it 
will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due 
to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s 
promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget 
would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016.  
  

Nevada 
  

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of 
implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019. 
  

New Mexico 
  

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 
individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 
2019. 
  

North Dakota 
  
With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is 
$106 million over 10 years.  
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Ohio 
  
The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These 
estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of 
the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program. 
  
  

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett 
Pending 
  

South Carolina 
  

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care 
Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state 
taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion 
dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician 
shortages created by the new law. 
  

South Dakota 
  

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the 
Medicaid requirements of the PPACA. 
  
This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE 
requirements will result in rate cuts to providers. 
  
Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing 
services altogether. 
  
This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for 
their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended 
consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counter-productive of its larger goal to help Americans 
get access to the health care they need. 
  

Tennessee 
  

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as 
state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements 
limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For 
instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements 
that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in 
order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings 
while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we 
have yet to receive approval to make such a change.  
  
At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in 
excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense 
adjustments to the program. 
  

Texas 
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Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget 
in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program. 
  
ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 
10 years. 
States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases 
which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, 
eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions. 
Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid 
caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to 
determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make 
federally-required 
changes. 
ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP 
programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives. 
  

Utah 
  
The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by 
the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is 
personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from 
HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have 
been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary 
  

Virginia 
  

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be 
between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but 
because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments 
in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For 
example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the 
PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost 
Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not 
included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in 
addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in 
preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better 
reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact 
based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.” 
  
Wisconsin, Gov Walker 
Pending 
  

Wyoming 
  

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. 
The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. 
This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of 
Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 
enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the 
fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost 
Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new 
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eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 
federal match.  
  
The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health 
insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman 
Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the 
individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact 
of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% 
to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market.  
  
Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s 
not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move 
their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, 
a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not 
providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of 
over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market.  
  
With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain 
uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state.  
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To: Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors 

From: Lindsay Russell 

Re: Essential Benefit and Innovative grant Survey Responses 

Date: August 23, 2012 

*New responses to email request highlighted in red 

1. The Final rule on Essential benefits provided 10 proposed benefit package options. Which of these 10 

options did your state chose or which do you believe your state will chose? 

ALABAMA- Alabama has not made the choice yet, but is likely to choose on the state level 

ALASKA- Have not decided which selection is best for Alaska 

ARIZONA- We have not decided on which option to choose, but will do so before the September 30, 2012 deadline 

FLORIDA- Florida has not elected to choose a “benchmark” option from among those benchmark options provided per 

federal HHS guidance. Ultimately, policy decisions are made by Florida’s policymakers: Governor Scott and the Florida 

Legislature. The Florida Legislature has not had an opportunity to meet since the U.S. Supreme Court decision on June 

28, 2012 and for logistical reasons, most likely will not be able to weigh-in on this issue until after the November 

elections. Therefore, the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) deadline of October 1, 2012 to make the EHB 

selection is problematic for our state 

GEORGIA- Georgia is not likely to make an EHB selection 

IDAHO- Final rule on data submissions is out - but no proposed rule on general EHB is out yet - but expected before long. 

Looking primarily at the small employer plans 

INDIANA-Has not made a decision yet 

IOWA- No decision yet. 

KANSAS- Will not be making a selection 

LOUISIANA - There are 10 benefits that are required to be covered and 3 optional programs that can be picked by the 

state 

MAINE- We are still evaluating our options. 

MISSISSIPPI- The Advisory Board Recommendation was Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi Small Group Plan 

NEBRASKA-The State of Nebraska is working from the only federal guidance that has been issued (we are not aware of a 

final regulation on EHB). Our state selected one plan from each of the 10 plans and contracted for an actuarial analysis 

of each of those 4 plans to compare costs and plan benefit coverage Add: Nebraska is not now planning to submit a final 

EHB decision until the US DHHS issues regulations 

NEVADA-Nevada is still reviewing options. Recommendation will likely be submitted by Nevada Insurance Commissioner 

on September 30, 2012. 
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NEW JERSEY-we are still evaluating our options 

North Dakota-ND has not made a decision 

OKLAHOMA- Not decided yet 

PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania has not selected a benchmark plan yet. Our analysis is mid-stream so we cannot state 

whether we prefer one option over another at this time. The contractor performing the detailed analysis is set to have 

the study completed within the next month 

SOUTH DAKOTA- Revised: We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then 

decide whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 

TENNESSEE- We are still gathering public input. It is unclear at this time which package would ultimately be selected 

UTAH- The Legislative Task Force recommended on a unanimous (bipartisan) vote that the insurance commissioner 

select the PEHP Basic Plus (lowest level state employee plan). 

VIRGINIA- It is likely that Virginia will have an EHB benchmark package that resembles the Anthem Small Group PPO 

with the children's dental and vision benefits modeling the CHIP plan 

WYOMING- WY has not chosen. We will likely select one of the three largest small group plans in WY 

2. If you did not chose between the 10 options, has your state decided to go with the default Federal benefit 

package? 

ALABAMA- Likely to chose State benefit package 

ALASKA- Undecided at this point  

ARIZONA- While we have not chosen a benchmark plan, we don't anticipate going with the default plan 

FLORIDA- If a state does not select a plan or otherwise designate an EHB Plan, HHS will select a plan for the state; the 

default benchmark plan would be the largest small group plan in Florida. The OIR is not aware of any communication 

between our State’s leadership and the HHS regarding the benchmark 

GEORGIA- Georgia will likely defer to the Federal benefit package (the default “Benchmark” which was a Blue Cross Blue 

Shield Health Care Plan of Georgia POS (Point-of-Service) Plan, which federal authorities identified as their federal 

product code 49046GA028) 

IDAHO- State will likely declare 

INDIANA- No 

IOWA- We are aware that if no decision is made by the deadline, Iowa will default. 

LOUISIANA- Still reviewing options  

MAINE- Undecided at this point. 

MISSISSIPPI- N/A 
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NEBRASKA- Our state is studying the costs and benefits associated with the 4 plans that have been identified as 1) the 

largest small group plan; 2) one of the state employee group plan; 3) the federal employee health plan; and 4) the 

largest commercial non-Medicaid HMO operating in our state. No decision has yet been made on which plan will be 

selected as the EHB plan 

NEW JERSEY- Still evaluating our options  

OKLAHOMA- Has not decided yet 

PENNSYLVANIA- At this point in time Pennsylvania has not made a decision regarding the selection of a benchmark plan. 

The analysis of the benchmark plans is not complete and therefore details on the default plan as well as the other 

options are not available. No decision will be made until all options have been analyzed and reviewed 

SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 

whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 

TENNESSEE- After listening to the public feedback, a decision will be made whether to select an option or default to the  

UTAH-N/A 

VIRGINIA- If Virginia does not choose an EHB benchmark, the default benefit package with be the Anthem Small Group 

PPO plan. It is unknown at this time what the federal government will use to supplement the children's dental and vision 

benefit 

WYOMING- No, have not made a decision yet  

3. Has your state conducted an actuarial cost of benefits analysis on the difference between benefit 

packages in your state? 

ALABAMA-Yes 

ALASKA -No 

ARIZONA- No 

FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency review or cost/benefit analysis on various benchmark options 

GEORGIA- No, we did not conduct an actuarial analysis. We looked most closely at the 3 largest plans that were offered 

in the small group market as identified by HHS. Those 3 plans were substantially similar, were offered in a highly 

competitive market and actuarial analysis of them would have provided limited beneficial information. Additionally, ¬as 

we reached our internal deadlines to commit resources to make the Benchmark plan decisions, HHS had not released 

final EHB regulations, and it would have been difficult to do an actuarial analysis of these or other potential Benchmark 

plans without knowing how that regulation would affect the final EHB selection 

IDAHO- No 

INDIANA- Yes 

IOWA- NO, A review was done of the options but not a full actuarial study.  

LOUISIANA- No, we have asked the Department of Insurance to conduct an actuarial study 
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MAINE- No 

MISSISSIPPI- No, comparison was based on scope of benefits covered 

NEW JERSEY- We have not yet received the proposed federal rule that we had been told would be coming soon 

NEBRASKA- Yes 

North Dokota- ND Insurance Dept. has completed a comparison analysis of the EHB choices in ND. The report is 

available on the Insurance Dept. website. 

OKLAHOMA-Yes, It is underway 

PENNSYLVANIA- No, although federal guidance states that this information should not be used as a factor to determine 

the EHB package chosen, Pennsylvania believes it is useful information. Our contractor is providing some cost benefit 

analysis information as part of its study. We have not determined at this point if additional analysis will be pursued 

SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 

whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 

TENNESSEE- No, not as of yet, but it is under discussion 

UTAH- No 

VIRGINIA- No, Virginia worked closely with the health plans during the evaluation process. there was little variance 

among the small group plans and the association participants recommended the Anthem Small Group PPO as the 

benchmark 

WYOMING -No 

4. If so and if it has been completed, may the RGPPC attain a copy of the analysis? 

ALABAMA- When it is complete  

ALASKA –N/A 

ARIZONA- It has not been completed but can be shared when it is finished 

FLORIDA-N/A 

GEORGIA- N/A 

IDAHO-N/A 

INDIANA- Yes 

IOWA- We would be willing to provide the analysis that was completed  

LOUISIANA- Yes, when it is complete 

MAINE- N/A 

MISSISSIPPI- N/A 
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NEBRASKA- yes, a copy of the study completed for the State of Nebraska is found at 

http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf  

NEW JERSEY- N/A 

OKLAHOMA- Yes, when it is finished 

PENNSYLVANIA- If further cost analysis is performed, Pennsylvania will share it with the RGPPC. The report produced by 

our contractor will also be made public once it is completed and will be available on the Pennsylvania Insurance 

Department's website 

SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes, when it is completed 

TENNESSEE- N/A 

UTAH- N/A 

VIRGINIA- N/A 

WYOMING – N/A 

5. If your state has not done so already, do you plan on conducting an actuarial cost analysis? 

ALABAMA- Yes 

ALASKA- Yes, once a decision is made regarding a benefit package it is likely an actuarial analysis will be completed 

ARIZONA- Yes, we are researching the potential average premium 

FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency’s assignment to conduct an actuarial cost analysis 

GEORGIA- No, we do not plan to conduct such an actuarial cost analysis. Given the limited options, the lack of final EHB 

regulations to date, and the stated deadline of September 30th, Georgia will not likely conduct an actuarial cost analysis 

IDAHO- No, Not planning on it; DOI does not yet have a staff actuary  

INDIANA- Yes, already been completed  

IOWA- Yes, Gov. Branstad believes if an exchange will be forced on Iowa, then it should be built by Iowa. At that time, a 

study would be necessary and would be completed. 

LOUISIANA – Yes, the DOI will do it 

MAINE- No plans at present 

MISSISSIPPI- No, we will conduct an analysis once able to determine cost sharing parameters  

NEBRASKA- Yes 

NEW JERSEY- It seems unlikely, given the delay in issuing the federal rule, that we can complete an analysis before we 

must decide 

OKLAHOMA-Yes 
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PENNSYLVANIA- No. Pennsylvania has not conducted this type of analysis, and we are discussing the possibility of 

pursuing this option. We do believe it will be useful information 

SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes 

TENNESSEE- Possibly but timing and finding are issues 

UTAH- No, probably not 

VIRGINIA- Yes, it is possible that Virginia will conduct an analysis if it is found to be appropriate / needed 

WYOMING -No 

6. If have not done so already, is your state planning to apply for an innovation grant either for funding or 

model testing? 

ALABAMA- Alabama is considering applying for an innovative grant 

ALASKA -No 

ARIZONA- We are still reviewing the FOA and have not made a final decision 

FLORIDA- Not at this time 

GEORGIA- We have not finalized our decision on applying for an innovation grant 

IDAHO- Not at this point 

INDIANA- N/A 

IOWA- We are drafting an application for the Governor to review before a decision on submission is made.  

LOUISIANA- Probably not but are looking at the opportunities versus the requirements 

MAINE- Not at this point 

MISSISSIPPI- Have not considered this yet  

NEBRASKA- No 

NEW JERSEY- No 

OKLAHOMA- No 

PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania is currently examining the feasibility of applying for a Model Design State Innovation 

Grant through CMMI. We are in the process of compiling the necessary information to complete the application 

SOUTH DAKOTA-No 

TENNESSEE- We are evaluating the grant to determine if it can assist with payment reforms we are currently working on. 

No decision has been made on if we will apply 

UTAH- Still evaluating, we’re not sure whether this would be compatible with innovation projects already in the works  
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VIRGINIA- Virginia is currently exploring the option to apply 

WYOMING - No 
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November 14, 2012 

 

 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

Congratulations on your election victory.  The American people have made their decision 

and Republican governors stand ready to work with your Administration on issues of critical 

importance to our states and the nation.  Our American political system once again showed the 

world democracy in action, where policy differences are debated in the public arena and settled 

with one vote per person.  We wish you well and are hopeful that you and the Congress will 

promptly address the crushing problems of debt, unemployment, and spending reform by the end 

of the year to create certainty for the states and businesses.  

 

We write today on behalf of the 29 Republican governors and two governor-elects 

representing 60 percent of the states, with an urgent matter related to implementation of the 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  It is clear that putting in place the new 

programs you championed will be an enormous strain on state governments and budgets, as well 

as the federal government.  From the financial obligations and complex technicalities to ensuring 

the healthcare workforce and infrastructure will be in place to meet the new demand, the 

timeframe and many of the provisions in the PPACA are simply unworkable.  With the pending 

deadline of November 16 for governors to make a decision on state based health insurance 

exchanges, we ask you to push back the date until your team has answered the numerous 
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previous questions for governors and other groups, and promulgated the final regulations, so that 

all stakeholders have had the opportunity to comment, and those comments have been 

incorporated into a final rule.  The guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date 

only for the election of a partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.  

 

The PPACA, as written, requires many changes, but most immediate are the 

implementation deadlines for the health insurance exchange models.  While the January deadline 

to certify if a state is prepared to implement a state based exchange is statutory, most other 

deadlines are written within the discretion of the United States Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS). Other than the minor amendments made last Friday, to date, HHS has been 

unwilling to establish a more manageable timeline.  The rulemaking process has been unduly 

condensed, and in some cases, important rules have not been promulgated at all. Rather, the 

administrative guidance that has been shared holds limited legal authority for states or the federal 

government.   

 

States are struggling with many unanswered questions and are not able to make 

comprehensive far-reaching decisions prudently.  In the past months, we have sent letters with 

many specific questions to help us make an informed choice, and our letters have been generally 

ignored.  Many important questions remain unanswered as the deadlines loom. We include our 

previous letters as an attachment.   

 

Also, the clear truth is that the PPACA does not contain much-needed Medicaid or 

Medicare reform designed to control costs.  As you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we 

move forward on health reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare 

or Medicaid to increase the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  

And let us repeat this principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very 

difficult for us to expand coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it 

is we can’t simply put more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.”  We governors, 

facing crushing Medicaid budget pressure from Medicaid before PPACA implementation, 

wholeheartedly agree with your statement. Expansion without reform is not responsible and 

would bust the state budgets. With the Supreme Court striking the punitive provisions of PPACA 

to penalize states that do not expand, we renew our pleas for an honest discussion on reform, 

flexibility, and waivers to allow governors to manage Medicaid costs better.   

  

As has been stated many times, before making any final policy decisions, governors must 

carefully consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and 

the consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs. 

In the near term, we need to better understand how the federal government will implement a 

federal exchange as it is clear most states will not be ready on their own.  We also have concerns 

about future cost shifting to states, and need certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which 

are biennial budgets.  We also remain very apprehensive about the unsustainable deficits and 
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national debt, and the reality that imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute 

dramatically to an increase in both.   

 

Lastly, we respectfully request that you meet as soon as possible with a group of concerned 

governors, Republicans and Democrats.  We wish to discuss our specific proposals for Medicaid 

reform that we sent you in August 2011, as you work with the Congress to address the fiscal cliff 

the country faces. We hope you can appreciate the real challenges all states face in implementing 

the PPACA under compressed schedules with insufficient information to make good decisions.   

 

Mr. President, again, congratulations on your team’s impressive victory.  We all look 

forward to working together.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Governor Bob McDonnell      Governor Bobby Jindal 

Commonwealth of Virginia      State of Louisiana  

 

 

 

 

Enclosure 

CC: Republican Governors  
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Healthcare Exchanges: 

 

1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-

opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 

ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 

with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 

 

2) When will final rules be issued on essential health benefits, actuarial value and rating 

areas? 

 

3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for other areas of implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme 

Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 

enrollment functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a 

partnership exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal 

exchange? Can you confirm that states will be able to switch from a federal model to a 

partnership or state model until 2019 and that funding will be available to enable that 

transition? 

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates and how state and federal 

systems are expected to link.  How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated 

healthcare exchanges be sustained? 

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 

use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 

adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 

much will it be? 

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 

procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 

have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 

our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 

money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 

makes more sense for a particular state. 

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 

start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 
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8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 

contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 

regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released? 

 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 

will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 

allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 

to appropriate money? 

 

10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 

their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 

either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 

risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 

subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 

 

12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 

reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 

for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 

the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 

not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 

shrinking? 

 

13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 

are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 

insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered),advance tax credits for 

individual and Small Business Health Options Program(SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 

leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 

programs?  

 

14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of  

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certify multi-state plans that must be 

included in every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements 

and timeline for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very 

disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 
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15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 

pool or an exchange? 

 

16) How do states with a federal exchange ensure that Web Based Entities (WBE) are an 

option in their state? 

 

17) Will HHS and the United States Department of the Treasury offset the advance payments 

of premium assistance tax credits to issuers for an applicant’s outstanding tax, alimony, 

and/or child support debts?   

 

18) Will state-based exchanges have the flexibility to retroactively adjust past due premium 

amounts for interim changes in income?   

 

19) How will  the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIO) handle 

Qualifed Health Plans (QHP) to Medicare transitions to prevent enrollee confusion and 

the potential for unpaid QHP premiums due to the enrollee not terminating the QHP 

timely?  

 

20) How will CCIIO minimize the adverse impact of its overly-broad employer notice 

requirement?  

 

Medicaid: 

 

1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics? 

 

2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 

medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for newly covered populations? 

 

3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100%FPL) 

years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 

 

4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 

current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 

away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 

1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 

requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 

chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 
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5) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 

included in MAGI? 

 

6) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 

chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 

 

7) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 

encourage personal responsibility cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 

high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 

choice? 

 

8) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 

needed reforms? 

 

9) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 

crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 

individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 

individuals? 

 

10) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion? 

 

11) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 

based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 

regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 

decrease in its uninsured population, will the remaining states absorb the full reduction? 

In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 

expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 

uninsured/uncompensated care services?  

 

12) What assurance can states be provided the federal share will be 100 % for the first 3 years 

and 90% into perpetuity?   If the 90% federal match for the expanded population is ever 

reduced, will states be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks.  

Likewise, if the existing match for the current Medicaid population is reduced, will states 

be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks? 

 

13)  How much nationwide will Medicaid expansion contribute to annual federal deficits and 

the national debt? 
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14) Will the Administration approve waivers that will allow states to use limited financial 

incentives to encourage appropriate utilization of services and reduce costs to both the 

state and the federal government? 
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July 10, 2012 

 

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

On June 28 the United States Supreme Court ruled in National Federation of Independent 

Business vs. Sebelius that the Medicaid expansion provisions in the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act (PPACA) were unconstitutionally coercive of state sovereignty.   

 

Despite the ruling which upheld the individual mandate as a tax, we have written before 

and continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously flawed both conceptually and 

technically. It favors dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the 

private insurance market. In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely 

lead to the disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new 

federal subsidies anticipated that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal 

budget deficits and record national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid 

expansions.  For most governors, Medicaid growth even before PPACA, was exorbitant, and 

consuming an even larger share of state budgets. 

 

Three years ago, you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we move forward on health 

reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase 

the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  And let me repeat this 

principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand 
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coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put 

more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.” 

 

Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the 

states, would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system.  Three 

years ago, you stated clearly that would be a mistake.  We fully agree.  Today, states have less 

flexibility over the administration of the program, even though some states pay a share of the 

cost equal to that of the federal government.  Governors of both parties, who are the primary 

managers of Medicaid delivery in our states, were not invited to engage in meaningful dialogue 

with your administration in 2010 when the PPACA was drafted-- and ultimately passed--- on a 

party-line vote.    

 

We are still waiting for the real tools and flexibility we need to reform Medicaid and 

lower costs as you promised.  Last year, Republican governors stressed the need to reform 

Medicaid, and we put forward 31 specific policy ideas to achieve that goal. We sent you and the 

Congressional leadership the detailed plan documents to craft such reforms. Since we received 

virtually no response from you, we are enclosing another copy for your team to review. We now 

renew our call for Medicaid reform.   

 

PPACA uses Medicaid as the vehicle for expansion because it would be cheaper for the 

federal government through cost-shifting to the states.  Despite promises of higher federal 

matches for the expansion populations, we also cannot ignore the policies proposed by your 

Administration that would cut the enhanced match rate for newly eligibles. 

 

While overall spending on health care has slowed, the cost of health care has not.  

Spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason—the lingering recession that has cost jobs and 

thus lost health coverage.  According to the most recent federal government projections, the 

number of individuals without health insurance will have increased from 42.7 million in 2008 to 

48.6 million in 2013. 

 

While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, 

states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the 

Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully 

consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the 

consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  

 

The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs remains 

significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources available to states to spend on 

other meaningful priorities like education, the environment, public safety and infrastructure. 

Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed by 

PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing share of state 

24694



11 
 

budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid without reform would do 

anything other than put more strain on state budgets and the taxpayers, especially when 

considering that many pernicious provisions that curtail state flexibility remain. 

 

While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining whether a 

Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face other PPACA-related 

decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-insurance exchange or accept the default 

of a federal exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being 

tasked with shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  

 

If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it 

is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do not 

qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon the authors of PPACA and your 

Administration to detail precisely how you intend to address this situation.   

 

We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully functional 

exchanges in place by the fall of 2013 in order for millions of Americans to be able to purchase 

coverage beginning January 2014.  We respectfully request the Administration provide the 

detailed work plan that demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the 

responsible course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do not 

understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits 

already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the 

past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion. 

 

The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for 

decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken 

the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical questions that must have answers before 

states can determine best how to proceed in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task 

with a sense of great responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and 

complete knowledge of all the implications of our decision. 

 

Healthcare Exchanges:  

 

1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised 

and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme 

Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to 

interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 

 

2) When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health 

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued? 
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3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court 

ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 

enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing 

a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a 

federal exchange?   

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long 

term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained? 

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a 

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax 

credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance 

programs. 

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? 

The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal 

exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange 

is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will 

be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a 

federal exchange makes more sense for a particular state. 

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to 

have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 

 

8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal 

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when 

will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be 

released? 

 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate 

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment provisions 

of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without 

Congressional action to appropriate money.   

 

10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants 

if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase 
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taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an 

exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, 

and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 

 

12) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange 

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid 

eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others do 

not? 

 

13) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the 

law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people 

will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and 

smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how would 

you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy 

insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking? 

 

14) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to 

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs. Will 

that funding continue?     

 

15) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, 

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for 

all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), 

advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program 

(SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the table.  What 

about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able to create an 

eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism? 

 

16) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of 

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be 

included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the 

requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules can 

be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 

 

17) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high 

risk pool or an exchange? 
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Medicaid 

 

1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics? 

 

2) Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be 

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange 

declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be implemented 

simultaneously in January 2014. 

 

3) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced 

federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly covered” 

populations?  

 

4) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% 

FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 

 

5) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to 

the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal 

match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the 

MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to 

comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion 

funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 

 

6) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, 

are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional 

Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA.   

 

7) Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to MAGI 

for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand to the 

optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility criteria to the 

MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria? 

 

8) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but 

then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 

 

9) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population 

that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the 
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use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at 

the state’s choice?  

 

10) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input 

on the needed reforms? 

 

11) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not 

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be 

exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical 

services given to these individuals?  

 

12) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  

 

13) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a 

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will 

HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that 

does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the 

full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as 

part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs 

for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 

 

There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from 

your Administration.  With just 18 months until the anticipated implementation date of 

PPACA, we would appreciate prompt answers. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We 

look forward to learning from your responses.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
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September 27, 2012 
 

The Honorable Barack Obama  

President of the United States  

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20500  

 

Dear President Obama:  

 

On July 10, 2012, I submitted to you a letter that detailed 30 questions from Republican 

governors regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). We continue to 

wait for answers to most of our questions, and while your administration responded to some of 

them, the answers were not substantial enough to take responsible action. Today, we write again, 

hoping that more information will be provided.  

 

As stated several times before, we continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously 

flawed both conceptually and technically. Our explanation isn’t new, we believe the law favors 

dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the private insurance market. 

In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely lead to the disruption or 

discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new federal subsidies anticipated 

that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal budget deficits and record 

national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid expansions. For most governors, 

Medicaid growth even before PPACA was exorbitant and consuming a growing share of state 

budgets. While we strive to balance our budgets at the state level, we do not understand how the 

federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits already over $1 

trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an 

outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion.  

 

For emphasis, we will again repeat that we wish you would have stood by your statement three 

years ago when you correctly told Senate Democrats, ―[a]s we move forward on health reform, 

it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase the rolls, 
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to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform. And let me repeat this principle: 

If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand coverage. 

These two things go hand in hand. Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put more people 

into a broken system that doesn’t work. 

 

Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the states, 

would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system. A system that 

lacks real tools and flexibility to afford states the opportunity to be creative and implement true 

Medicaid reforms. Twice now, we have sent you and Congressional leadership the detailed plan 

documents to craft such reforms. We continue to wait for a response and have enclosed yet 

another copy for your team to review.  

 

While believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, states continue to 

confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the Supreme Court 

decision. Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short 

and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of 

significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  

 

In addition to determining whether Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, 

states face other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state-based health-

insurance exchange, enter into a partnership exchange or accept the default of a federal 

exchange. As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with 

shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  

 

We respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that demonstrates how 

the aggressive deadlines for the creation of a federally-facilitated health insurance exchange 

deadlines will be met. If they cannot be met, the responsible course would be for HHS to level 

with us and the American people.  

 

The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for decades 

to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken the liberty 

of listing below some of the critical questions that must have answers before states can determine 

best how to proceed. You will notice that of the 30 questions originally put forward in the July 

10 letter, the vast majority remain unanswered. 

 

Healthcare Exchanges:  

 

1)  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and 

re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 

ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 

with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations?  
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2) When will preliminary and subsequent final rules be issued on essential health benefits, 

actuarial value and rating areas be issued?  

 

3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 

Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 

deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court ruling 

and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment 

functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership 

exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange?  

 

4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 

considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long term 

funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained?  

 

5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 

use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 

adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 

much will it be?  

 

6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 

procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 

have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 

our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 

money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 

makes more sense for a particular state.  

 

7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 

states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 

start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.  

 

8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 

contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 

regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?  

 

9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 

will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 

allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 

to appropriate money?  
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10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 

their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 

either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 

risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case?  

 

11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 

subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 

government claw back these grant dollars from the states?  

 

12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 

reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 

for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 

the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 

not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 

shrinking?  

 

13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 

are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 

insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for 

individual and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 

leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 

programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social service 

programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?  

 

14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel 

Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be included in 

every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline 

for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s 

insurance market.  

 

15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 

financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 

pool or an exchange?  

 

Medicaid  
1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 

topics?  
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2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 

medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for ―newly covered‖ populations?  

 

3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% FPL) 

years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?  

 

4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 

current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 

away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 

1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 

requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 

chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective?  

 

5) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, are 

you going to issue rules and guidance in time for implementation? Do you plan on 

extending it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional Republicans have 

expressed opposition to any funding for PPACA.  

 

6) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 

included in MAGI?  

 

7) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 

chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 

enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?  

 

8) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 

encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 

high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 

choice? 

 

9) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 

options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 

needed reforms?  

 

10) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 

crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 

individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 

individuals?  
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11) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 

accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  

 

12) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 

based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 

regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 

decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the full reduction? In 

addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 

expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 

uninsured/uncompensated care services?  

 

There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from your 

Administration. With just 15 months until the anticipated implementation date of PPACA, we 

would appreciate prompt answers.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We look 

forward to learning from your responses.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman  

Commonwealth of Virginia 
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
 
Tulsa World – Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study
implications of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-
implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Avionics Intelligence – Governor Mary Fallin joins Department of homeland security, Oklahoma
National Guard to announce new unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-
homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
 
The Oklahoman Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court
ruling on affordable care act
http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-supreme-court-
ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257
 
Tulsa World – Oklahomans react to the Supreme Court health care decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120628_336_0_Thehig293094
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor announces unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.ktul.com/story/18911284/governor-announces-unmanned-aircraft-systems-program-in-
oklahoma
 
KXII Channel 12 – Texomans weigh in on Affordable care act
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http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Texomans_weigh_in_on_Affordable_Care_Act_160788315.html?
ref=315
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Okla. GOP leaders blast decision on health care
http://www.newson6.com/story/18906057/okla-gop-leaders-blast-decision-on-health-care
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders react to Supreme Court Health Care Act ruling
http://www.newson6.com/story/18904026/oklahoma-leaders-react-to-supreme-court-health-care-act-
ruling
 
The Oklahoman – Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3688262
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
Tulsa World – Health act upheld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health – care ruling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Keystone pipeline is clear for construction in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-oklahoma/article/3688391
 
The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 construction in OKC almost under way
http://newsok.com/feed/maps-3-construction-in-oklahoma-city-almost-under-way/article/3688416?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – OKC economic development trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for
renovation of Osler Building into hotel
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-
for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-hotel/article/3688392?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New federal highway bill offers improvement
http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Acceptance of CNG is slowly growing
http://newsok.com/acceptance-of-cng-is-slowly-growing/article/3688037?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on health care law
http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-
law/article/3688534
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-
candidates/article/3688379
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-
ruling/article/3688399
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition/article/3688312
 
Tulsa World – ‘War room’ type effort places firefighting assets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_ALBUQU173045
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s population grows 1.2 percent
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=492&articleid=20120629_11_A1_Thecit39044
 
Tulsa World – AMR fees climb to $70 million in bankruptcy case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120629_45_E1_WeilGo212250
 
Tulsa World – D&L Oil Tools hopes to add 100 more jobs under Quality Jobs Program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120629_461_E1_DLOilT914905
 
Tulsa World – Crude oil falls to 9-month low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120629_49_E1_Drilli141824
 
Tulsa World – Questions answered on Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233
 
Tulsa World – Congress poised to act on highways, student loans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544
 
The Journal Record – Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from NY DEC
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Mediation continues in Sardis case
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/
 
The Journal Record – Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-development-law/
 
The Journal Record – Super PACs fuel state campaign spending
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/27/super-pacs-fuel-state-campaign-spending-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tepid economic growth weighs on US job market
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Insurgent unions at AA maintenance base seek members
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-
members-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-

results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-electricity-

generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-in/article/feed/399017

Green lobby castigates OG&E's litigation over EPA policy 

http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-

policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM

New federal highway bill offers improvement

http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344

 

Community colleges play vital role in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to hold attorney general in contempt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214
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Chief Justice Roberts delivers surprise in health ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880

 

Supreme Court notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584

 

Tulsa Superintendent Keith Ballard receives $25,000 performance bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131

 

Editorial: Oklahoma faces tough problem after 'Obamacare' upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from N.Y. DEC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-

energy/

 

OHCA official: CNAs needed in rural Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-care/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-revenue-finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
 
Tulsa World – Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study
implications of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-
implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Avionics Intelligence – Governor Mary Fallin joins Department of homeland security, Oklahoma
National Guard to announce new unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-
homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
 
The Oklahoman Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court
ruling on affordable care act
http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-supreme-court-
ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257
 
Tulsa World – Oklahomans react to the Supreme Court health care decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120628_336_0_Thehig293094
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor announces unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.ktul.com/story/18911284/governor-announces-unmanned-aircraft-systems-program-in-
oklahoma
 
KXII Channel 12 – Texomans weigh in on Affordable care act
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http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Texomans_weigh_in_on_Affordable_Care_Act_160788315.html?
ref=315
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Okla. GOP leaders blast decision on health care
http://www.newson6.com/story/18906057/okla-gop-leaders-blast-decision-on-health-care
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders react to Supreme Court Health Care Act ruling
http://www.newson6.com/story/18904026/oklahoma-leaders-react-to-supreme-court-health-care-act-
ruling
 
The Oklahoman – Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3688262
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
Tulsa World – Health act upheld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health – care ruling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Keystone pipeline is clear for construction in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-oklahoma/article/3688391
 
The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 construction in OKC almost under way
http://newsok.com/feed/maps-3-construction-in-oklahoma-city-almost-under-way/article/3688416?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – OKC economic development trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for
renovation of Osler Building into hotel
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-economic-development-trust-approves-1.1-million-in-assistance-
for-renovation-of-osler-building-into-hotel/article/3688392?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obamacare ruling means taxes will go up
http://newsok.com/obamacare-ruling-means-taxes-will-go-up/article/3688346?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New federal highway bill offers improvement
http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Acceptance of CNG is slowly growing
http://newsok.com/acceptance-of-cng-is-slowly-growing/article/3688037?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on health care law
http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-
law/article/3688534
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-
candidates/article/3688379
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-
ruling/article/3688399
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition/article/3688312
 
Tulsa World – ‘War room’ type effort places firefighting assets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_ALBUQU173045
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s population grows 1.2 percent
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=492&articleid=20120629_11_A1_Thecit39044
 
Tulsa World – AMR fees climb to $70 million in bankruptcy case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120629_45_E1_WeilGo212250
 
Tulsa World – D&L Oil Tools hopes to add 100 more jobs under Quality Jobs Program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120629_461_E1_DLOilT914905
 
Tulsa World – Crude oil falls to 9-month low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120629_49_E1_Drilli141824
 
Tulsa World – Questions answered on Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A9_CUTLIN41233
 
Tulsa World – Congress poised to act on highways, student loans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_WASHIN142544
 
The Journal Record – Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from NY DEC
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Mediation continues in Sardis case
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/
 
The Journal Record – Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/geologist-sardis-lawsuit-slowing-lake-development-law/
 
The Journal Record – Super PACs fuel state campaign spending
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/27/super-pacs-fuel-state-campaign-spending-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tepid economic growth weighs on US job market
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Insurgent unions at AA maintenance base seek members
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-
members-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

A look at the federal health care law in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-

oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv

Other MAPS 3 Citizen Advisory Board meeting action 

http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-

action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod

By the numbers: Oklahoma Board of Education graduation appeal results 

http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-

results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9

Oklahoma provides model for other states with new fuel rules for electricity generation 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-electricity-

generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK

Hospital stocks jump after court’s health care ruling 

http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-

ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ

More changes coming as Obamacare phases in

http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-in/article/feed/399017

Green lobby castigates OG&E's litigation over EPA policy 

http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-

policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM

New federal highway bill offers improvement

http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344

 

Community colleges play vital role in Oklahoma

http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

House votes to hold attorney general in contempt

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214

24714

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/27/super-pacs-fuel-state-campaign-spending-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-members-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-members-aerospace/
http://www.newsok.com/
http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv
http://newsok.com/a-look-at-the-federal-health-care-law-in-oklahoma/article/3688256#ixzz1zBqFpjsv
http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod
http://newsok.com/other-maps-3-citizen-advisory-board-meeting-action/article/3688417#ixzz1zBnVcRod
http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9
http://newsok.com/by-the-numbers-oklahoma-board-of-education-graduation-appeal-results/article/3688378#ixzz1zBnra3w9
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-provides-model-for-other-states-with-new-fuel-rules-for-electricity-generation/article/3688436#ixzz1zBocnEEK
http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ
http://newsok.com/hospital-stocks-jump-after-courts-health-care-ruling/article/3688474#ixzz1zBr3CUwZ
http://newsok.com/more-changes-coming-as-obamacare-phases-in/article/feed/399017
http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM
http://newsok.com/green-lobby-castigates-oges-litigation-over-epa-policy/article/3688345#ixzz1zBtlYwoM
http://newsok.com/new-federal-highway-bill-offers-improvement/article/3688344
http://newsok.com/community-colleges-play-vital-role-in-oklahoma/article/3688348
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_A7_CUTLIN716214


 

Chief Justice Roberts delivers surprise in health ruling

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_CUTLIN56880

 

Supreme Court notebook

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_13_A8_hPolit110584

 

Tulsa Superintendent Keith Ballard receives $25,000 performance bonus

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=332&articleid=20120629_19_A13_CUTLIN172131

 

Editorial: Oklahoma faces tough problem after 'Obamacare' upheld

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120629_61_A16_CUTLIN847212

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from N.Y. DEC

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-

energy/

 

OHCA official: CNAs needed in rural Okla.

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/ohca-official-cnas-needed-in-rural-okla-health-care/

 

Okla. rises to third in per-capita gambling revenue

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/okla-rises-to-third-in-per-capita-gambling-revenue-finance/

 

Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition-law/

 

Fourth Reading: Shutting the door on Randy Terrill

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/fourth-reading-shutting-the-door-on-randy-terrill-opinion/

 

Free Market Friday: Lessons from voters

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/free-market-friday-lessons-from-voters-opinion/

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
 
Tulsa World – Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study
implications of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-
implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Avionics Intelligence – Governor Mary Fallin joins Department of homeland security, Oklahoma
National Guard to announce new unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-
homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
 
The Oklahoman Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court
ruling on affordable care act
http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-supreme-court-
ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257
 
Tulsa World – Oklahomans react to the Supreme Court health care decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120628_336_0_Thehig293094
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor announces unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.ktul.com/story/18911284/governor-announces-unmanned-aircraft-systems-program-in-
oklahoma
 
KXII Channel 12 – Texomans weigh in on Affordable care act
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http://www.kxii.com/news/headlines/Texomans_weigh_in_on_Affordable_Care_Act_160788315.html?
ref=315
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Okla. GOP leaders blast decision on health care
http://www.newson6.com/story/18906057/okla-gop-leaders-blast-decision-on-health-care
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma leaders react to Supreme Court Health Care Act ruling
http://www.newson6.com/story/18904026/oklahoma-leaders-react-to-supreme-court-health-care-act-
ruling
 
The Oklahoman – Construction halts on American Indian Cultural Center in Oklahoma City
http://newsok.com/construction-halts-on-american-indian-cultural-center-in-oklahoma-
city/article/3688262
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma chosen as test site for drones
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-chosen-as-test-site-for-drones/article/3688386?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
Tulsa World – Health act upheld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_ULNSup256136
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma Gov. Fallin plans no special session on the health – care ruling
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120629_16_A1_CUTLIN856203
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma news
 
The Oklahoman – Keystone pipeline is clear for construction in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/keystone-pipeline-is-cleared-for-construction-in-oklahoma/article/3688391
 
The Oklahoman – MAPS 3 construction in OKC almost under way
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The Oklahoman – OKC economic development trust approves $1.1 million in assistance for
renovation of Osler Building into hotel
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The Oklahoman – Excerpts from the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on health care law
http://newsok.com/excerpts-from-the-u.s.-supreme-courts-decision-on-health-care-
law/article/3688534
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education advocates demand privacy for waiver candidates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-advocates-demand-privacy-for-waiver-
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The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Young Oklahomans relieved by health care ruling
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-young-oklahomans-relieved-by-health-care-
ruling/article/3688399
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Supreme Court upholds wine initiative petition
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-supreme-court-upholds-wine-initiative-petition/article/3688312
 
Tulsa World – ‘War room’ type effort places firefighting assets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120629_13_0_ALBUQU173045
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa’s population grows 1.2 percent
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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Tulsa World – AMR fees climb to $70 million in bankruptcy case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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Tulsa World – D&L Oil Tools hopes to add 100 more jobs under Quality Jobs Program
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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Tulsa World – Crude oil falls to 9-month low
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Tulsa World – Questions answered on Affordable Care Act
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Tulsa World – Congress poised to act on highways, student loans
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The Journal Record – Environmentalists: Gas industry got inside info from NY DEC
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/environmentalists-gas-industry-got-inside-info-from-n-y-dec-
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The Journal Record – Mediation continues in Sardis case
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/mediation-continues-in-sardis-case-law/
 
The Journal Record – Geologist: Sardis lawsuit slowing lake development
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The Journal Record – Super PACs fuel state campaign spending
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/27/super-pacs-fuel-state-campaign-spending-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Tepid economic growth weighs on US job market
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/28/tepid-economic-growth-weighs-on-u-s-job-market-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Insurgent unions at AA maintenance base seek members
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/26/insurgent-unions-at-american-airlines-maintenance-base-seek-
members-aerospace/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Fallin announces selection in unmanned aircraft research worth at least $1.4 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A18_CUTLIN218005
 
Tulsa World – Construction on half-built American Indian Cultural Center and Museum to halt
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120629_16_A11_CUTLIN255078
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin says state needs to study
implications of the high court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallin-says-state-needs-to-study-
implications-of-the-high-court-decision/article/3688400
 
Avionics Intelligence – Governor Mary Fallin joins Department of homeland security, Oklahoma
National Guard to announce new unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.avionics-intelligence.com/news/2012/06/28/governor-mary-fallin-joins-department-of-
homeland-security-oklahoma-national-guard-to-announce-new-u.html
 
The Oklahoman Health Care: Oklahoma politicians express disappointment with Supreme Court
ruling on affordable care act
http://newsok.com/health-care-oklahoma-politicians-express-disappointment-with-supreme-court-
ruling-on-affordable-care-act/article/3688257
 
Tulsa World – Oklahomans react to the Supreme Court health care decision
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120628_336_0_Thehig293094
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Governor announces unmanned aircraft systems program in Oklahoma
http://www.ktul.com/story/18911284/governor-announces-unmanned-aircraft-systems-program-in-
oklahoma
 
KXII Channel 12 – Texomans weigh in on Affordable care act
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The Oklahoman – Vote results match spending in Oklahoma County primary
http://newsok.com/vote-results-match-spending-in-oklahoma-county-
primary/article/3691152
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma DHS cash payment options
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-dhs-cash-payment-options/article/3691106
 
The Oklahoman – Federal law limits welfare debit card use at casinos, strip clubs
http://newsok.com/federal-law-limits-welfare-debit-card-use-at-casinos-strip-
clubs/article/3691105
 
Tulsa World – Report: Middle-class Oklahomans could receive $3.5 billion in subsidies
under Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120710_16_A1_Middle484957
 
Tulsa World – Goldman’s Hawker Beechraft accepts $1.79 billion Chinese offer
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN290004
 
Tulsa World – United reportedly will buy 100 Boeing 737s
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120710_45_E3_CUTLIN523792
 
Tulsa World – Regulators OK $4.3 million OG&E settlement
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_OKLAHO826821
 
Tulsa World – EPA moving to eliminate ‘real gas’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_49_E1_Gasoli526698
 
Tulsa World – AMR reports industry – leading grown for seat-mile revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120710_45_E2_ARCrha985626
 
Tulsa World – NTSB: Trains in head-on crash weren’t speeding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A12_OKLAHO185282
 
Tulsa World – OU students help ODOT get bridges repaired across the state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A4_CUTLIN102329
 
Tulsa World – Assessor appeals cancellation of care facilities’ taxes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120710_16_A5_CUTLIN461030
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission OKs rate case settlement
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-oks-rate-case-settlement-
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energy/
 
The Journal Record – Corporation Commission keeps field inspectors busy
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-keeps-field-inspectors-busy-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Faught, Mullin spar over health care attack ad
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/faught-mullin-spar-over-health-care-attack-ad-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – OKC school district to begin online classes
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/okc-school-district-to-begin-online-classes-general-
news/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

24731

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-oks-rate-case-settlement-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-keeps-field-inspectors-busy-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/corporation-commission-keeps-field-inspectors-busy-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/faught-mullin-spar-over-health-care-attack-ad-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/okc-school-district-to-begin-online-classes-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/09/okc-school-district-to-begin-online-classes-general-news/
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/12/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:58:58 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/both-parties-block-quick-votes-on-obama-tax-plan-
finance/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-this-

fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249

 

Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

 
 
The Journal Record 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-codes-

real-estate/
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temporary
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
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The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-this-
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Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property code
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act
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Ozone exceeding EPA's standards
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Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits
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Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging
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The Journal Record 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes
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temporary
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/both-parties-block-quick-votes-on-obama-tax-plan-
finance/
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma City public high schools will start career academies this fall

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-public-high-schools-will-start-career-academies-this-

fall/article/3691713#ixzz20PnpbrEm

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District property code

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806

 

Washington briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195

 

Soldiers oppose ruling on Stolen Valor Act

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_CUTLIN757575

 

Ozone exceeding EPA's standards

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_11_A11_ULNSin955249

 

Tulsa officials plan to hire downtown consultant

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=689&articleid=20120712_11_A8_Acoali920179

 

OSU-Tulsa president named chairman of National Council for Nonprofits

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=330&articleid=20120712_11_A13_CUTLIN291017

 

Editorial: State, local revenue reports encouraging

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120712_61_A14_Theres769926

 

 
 
The Journal Record 

Tulsa may reduce test area for form-based codes

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/tulsa-may-reduce-test-area-for-form-based-codes-

real-estate/
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Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-

bonuses-health-care/

 

US unemployment benefit applications fall to 350,000, lowest in 4 years; drop may be

temporary

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_UNEMPLOYMENT_BENEFITS?

SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html

 

Oil prices bounce back near $86

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oil-prices-bounce-back-near-86-energy/

 

Electric rates not falling along with fuel costs

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/electric-rates-not-falling-along-with-fuel-costs-energy/

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Journal record
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Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Internet sales tax proposals may be gaining ground
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OKLAHO560266
 
Tulsa World – Fallin undecided on Internet sales tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120717_11_0_OKLAHO139483
 
Okemah News Leader – Gov. Mary Fallin names Wes Lane new chairman of DHS
commission
http://www.okemahnewsleader.com/v2/content.aspx?ID=50545&MemberID=1578
 
Tulsa World – Governor says youth expo can keep its funding
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_OLHMIY168373
 
Tulsa World – CNG vehicle purchases by 13 states planned
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A5_CUTLIN311027
 
Northern Colorado Business Report – Hickenlooper asks automakers to make natural – gas
vehicles
http://www.ncbr.com/article/20120717/NEWS/120719924
 
The Oklahoman – Future of American Indian Cultural Center to be announced Thursday
http://newsok.com/future-of-american-indian-cultural-center-to-be-announced-
thursday/article/3688254
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Livestock show appropriation offers reason for Oklahoma
taxpayers to be concerned about budget-writing process
http://newsok.com/livestock-show-appropriation-offers-reason-for-oklahoma-taxpayers-to-
be-concerned-about-budget-writing-process/article/3693208?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Federal budget cuts could lead to 16,000 job losses in Oklahoma, report
says
http://newsok.com/federal-budget-cuts-could-lead-to-16000-job-losses-in-oklahoma-report-
says/article/3693296
 
The Oklahoman – Bush Institute issues book on economic growth
http://newsok.com/bush-institute-issues-book-on-economic-growth/article/3693326
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City based GMX Resources plans to sell East Texas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-based-gmx-resources-plans-to-sell-east-texas-
production/article/3693319
 
The Oklahoman – OSU, Stillwater officials develop plan to connect campus to downtown
http://newsok.com/osu-stillwater-officials-develop-plan-to-connect-campus-to-
downtown/article/3693466
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City survey shows residents are increasingly satisfied
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-survey-shows-residents-are-increasingly-
satisfied/article/3693320
 
The Oklahoman – Lawmakers’ letter urges against endangered listing for lesser prairie
chicken
http://newsok.com/lawmakers-letter-urges-against-endangered-listing-for-lesser-prairie-
chicken/article/3693293
 
The Oklahoman – Ariz. Sheriff says Obama birth certificate is fake
http://newsok.com/ariz.-sheriff-says-obama-birth-certificate-is-fake/article/feed/405198
 
The Oklahoman – Court approves talks on sale of Hawker Beechcraft
http://newsok.com/court-approves-talks-on-sale-of-hawker-beechcraft/article/3693448?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – FDA: BPA no longer allowed in baby bottles
http://newsok.com/fda-bpa-no-longer-allowed-in-baby-bottles/article/3693447?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
Tulsa World – Families, businesses see rebate due to health law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120718_16_A1_Tosnso429887
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Tulsa World – Levee official’s $11,148 raise draws questions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A1_ATulsa314530
 
Tulsa World – NORDAM fined $2 million in bribe case
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120718_45_E1_NORDAM255978
 
Tulsa World – Romney pushes Obama attacks into Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120718_688_0_hrimgs339639
 
Tulsa World – Hawker Beechcraft OK’d to enter sale talks with Chinese company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_45_E2_WICHIT101952
 
Tulsa World – OKC Chesapeake employees could split $123 million if company changes
hands
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120718_49_E1_Agroup118462
 
Tulsa World – Report: 8,000 Oklahoma defense-related jobs could be at risk with federal cuts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120718_16_A14_WASHIN897531
 
Tulsa World – Pakistan, U.S. to resume talks on drone strikes
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_CUTLIN468426
 
Tulsa World – Romney accuses Obama of casting shame on success
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120718_13_A7_IRWINP229917
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves $1.25M contract for downtown park
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/oklahoma-city-council-approves-1-25m-contract-for-
downtown-park-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – ONG to provide incentives for switching to CNG vehicles
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/ong-to-provide-incentives-for-switching-to-cng-
vehicles-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Cole, James to be featured speakers at Indian Country Business
Summit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/cole-james-to-be-featured-speakers-at-indian-country-
business-summit-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – States saying no to ‘Obamacare’ could see downside
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/states-saying-no-to-obamacare-could-see-downside-
health-care/
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The Journal Record – Bernanke: Recession likely if Congress doesn’t act
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/bernanke-recession-likely-if-congress-doesnt-act-
finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: July 18, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/17/business-briefs-july-18-2012-general-news/
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:55:10 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
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site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
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bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
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Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
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site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
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bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
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Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-maintain-

staffing-levels

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-wine-

fight

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:21:59 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
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site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
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bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
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Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-maintain-

staffing-levels

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-wine-

fight

 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips (UPDATED)
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 9:21:59 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
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site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-

24768

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-say/article/3689223
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-say/article/3689223
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-helping-hand/article/3689218
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?custom_click=pod_lead_news
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?custom_click=pod_lead_news
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-employees/article/3689046
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-employees/article/3689046
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-complaints/article/3688769
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-complaints/article/3688769
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-bill/article/3688751


bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
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Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing complaints 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-

complaints/article/3688769#ixzz1zTM57I00

 

Oklahoma Capitol news briefs, June 30

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-capitol-news-briefs-june-30/article/3688803

 

Oklahoma education group doesn't make grade in trying to sway campaigns 

http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-

campaigns/article/3688619#ixzz1zTNeemHa

Real tax credit reform would benefit all taxpayers 

http://newsok.com/real-tax-credit-reform-would-benefit-all-

taxpayers/article/3688622#ixzz1zTO0Zgm9

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com
Homeowners say some banks still a stumbling block on refinancing

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN80950

Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886

Super PACs get Tulsans' cash

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338

City prepares for high water use

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=100&articleid=20120701_11_A1_CUTLIN1121

Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters named

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_11_A15_CUTLIN418238

Roll Call

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_16_A8_WSIGOe265806

Daily U.S. Casualties

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_11_A6_bAfgha776654

Students' loan relief only good for one year

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_11_A21_Congre527958

Oil: Price falls below $84 amid waning EU euphoria

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?

subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_501_0_Thepri172644

Hardesdy, Gilcrease centers more good news for Tulsa

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_Itwaso175077

Instant economic development for Oklahoma

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=215&articleid=20120701_215_G1_Oklaho545735

The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

U.S. consumer spending and wages flat in May

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/u-s-consumer-spending-and-wages-flat-in-may-

general-news/

 

Lawmakers consider next move for museum

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/lawmakers-consider-next-move-for-museum-capitol/

 

Osage Manhattan to build two casinos
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/osage-manhattan-to-build-two-casinos-real-estate/

 

Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/

 

Oklahoma rig count up by 10 to 200

http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/oklahoma-rig-count-up-by-10-to-200-energy/

 

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Okla. prisons struggle to maintain staffing levels

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x1395106372/Okla-prisons-struggle-to-maintain-

staffing-levels

 

State liquor retailers prepare for wine fight

http://normantranscript.com/statenews/x691118604/State-liquor-retailers-prepare-for-wine-

fight
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/2/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, July 02, 2012 7:55:10 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KWON News Talk Radio – Tobacco ban in state-owned buildings
http://bartlesvilleradio.com/pages/news/34722012/tobacco-ban-is-state-owned-buildings
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Sunday Morning Quarterback: Gov. Mary Fallin… Wayne
Pettigrew… Dan Boren
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_hGovMa527900
 
The Oklahoman – Health care ruling: Oklahomans react to Supreme Court decision
http://newsok.com/health-care-ruling-oklahomans-react-to-supreme-court-
decision/article/3688412
 
Tulsa World – New pseudoephedrine law takes effect Sunday
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A13_OLHMIY115177
 
Capitol Beat OK – 36 hours: Affordable Care Act in Oklahoma
http://watchdog.org/24354/36-hours-obamacare-in-oklahoma/
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s Capitol, other state buildings become tobacco free Sunday
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-in-state-office-buildings-begins-sunday/article/3689020
 
Associated Press – Okla. seeks return of Ark. Brothers in slaying
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/Okla-seeks-return-of-Ark-brothers-in-slaying-
3675799.php
 
The Oklahoman – State prepares to apply for unmanned aerial vehicle test site
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-prepares-to-apply-for-unmanned-aerial-vehicle-test-
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site/article/3688925?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma officials must get busy creating insurance exchange
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-officials-must-get-busy-creating-insurance-
exchange/article/3688629?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma seeks return of Arkansas brothers in slaying
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-seeks-return-of-arkansas-brothers-in-slaying/article/3689032
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Sunlight is damaging Oklahoma Capitol’s paintings, experts say
http://newsok.com/sunlight-is-damaging-paintings-at-oklahoma-capitol-experts-
say/article/3689223
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ag Dept. program gives starting farmers a helping hand
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-agricultural-department-program-gives-starting-farmers-a-
helping-hand/article/3689218
 
The Oklahoman – Lingering drought effects in Oklahoma slow river flows
http://newsok.com/lingering-drought-effects-in-oklahoma-slow-river-flows/article/3689222?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – high court ruling on Obamacare muddies Medicaid picture in Okla.
http://newsok.com/high-court-ruling-on-obamacare-muddies-medicaid-picture-in-
oklahoma/article/3688620?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma education group doesn’t make grade in trying to sway
campaigns
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-education-group-doesnt-make-grade-in-trying-to-sway-
campaigns/article/3688619?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – New health clinic opens Monday for Oklahoma County employees
http://newsok.com/new-health-clinic-opens-monday-for-oklahoma-county-
employees/article/3689046
 
The Oklahoman – Gas under graveyards raises moral, money questions
http://newsok.com/gas-under-graveyards-raises-moral-money-questions/article/3689054
 
The Oklahoman – Frustrated states test boundaries of immigration laws
http://newsok.com/frustrated-states-test-boundaries-of-immigration-laws/article/3689172
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Ethics Commission considers blackout period for filing
complaints
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ethics-commission-considers-blackout-period-for-filing-
complaints/article/3688769
 
the Oklahoman – Oklahoma Transportation Secretary Gary Ridley praises highway bill
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-transportation-secretary-gary-ridley-praises-highway-
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bill/article/3688751
 
Tulsa World – Teachers to be evaluated with new statewide models
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120702_19_A1_Public746463
 
Tulsa World – Paramedics kept waiting in emergency rooms a growing problem
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN612976
 
Tulsa World – Delaware County tax increase begins as jail investigation continues
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120702_11_A1_CUTLIN248141
 
Tulsa World – Investing: Emerging markets, yes. Europe, not so much
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120702_526_0_hrimgs804090
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Grocery- store wine-sales measure advances
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120702_61_A9_TheOkl798398
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State leaders still resisting compliance with ‘obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_GovMar864243
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: How much more public money needs to be spent on Indian Cultural
Center?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120630_61_A20_Itcame877436
 
Tulsa World – Committee begins divvying up $5.1 million in grant funds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120702_16_A11_Acityc41886
 
Tulsa World – White House calls health – care mandate a penalty, not a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120702_13_A5_WASHIN924077
 
Tulsa World – Super PACs get Tulsans’ cash
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120701_13_A1_CUTLIN294338
 
Tulsa World – Affordable Care Act questions and answers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A11_Whatwi339132
 
Political Report, Wayne Greene: Tea party voice amplified in Republican politics
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120701_16_A21_CUTLIN495778
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Tulsa World – For Obama, a transcendent win still not assured
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120701_13_A8_WASHIN983082
 
The Journal Record – Tulsa corps office OKs pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/tulsa-corps-office-oks-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – New War Veterans Commission members take on challenges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/new-wvc-members-take-on-challenges-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Two utilities, two approaches to hazy skies
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/two-utilities-two-approaches-to-hazy-skies-energy/
 
The journal Record – Law students to study health care ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/law-students-to-study-health-care-ruling-law/
 
The Journal Record – AB InBev to buy out Modelo for $20.1 billion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/ab-inbev-to-buy-out-modelo-for-20-1-billion-finance/
 
The Journal Record – RIM turnaround tougher, stock hits 9-year low
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/rim-turnaround-tougher-stock-hits-9-year-low-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record – Delta pilots ratify new contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/06/29/delta-pilots-ratify-new-contract-aerospace/
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin declares drought emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/19149822/okla-gov-mary-fallin-declares-drought-emergency
 
NewsMax – Obamacare a tough sell in Oklahoma
 
http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obamacare-Oklahoma-carinsurance-
mandate/2012/07/30/id/446976
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin declares state of emergency for all 77
counties due to drought
 
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-
emergency-for-all-77-counties-due-to-drought
 
CNBC – Drought spurs ethanol push-back; World Bank watchful
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48406752
 
Shawnee News Star – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://www.news-star.com/news/x1814083357/Conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-
Republicans?zc_p=0
 
Tulsa World – Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712
 
Tulsa World – At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-
emergency/article/3696825
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern
plains
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-southern-
plains/article/3696978
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
The Oklahoman – Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoma to
appeals court post
http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-oklahoman-to-
appeals-court-post/article/3696782
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers hope back to college buying spurs big ticket purchases
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-
purchases/article/3696822?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern
urban planning
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-
modern-urban-planning/article/3696824?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas prices increases
http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve-outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: August not majestic, but month had a royal role to play
http://newsok.com/august-not-majestic-but-month-had-a-royal-role-to-play/article/3696027?
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custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans face possible water rationing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445
 
Tulsa World – State malpractice judgments at 10 year low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
 
Tulsa World – Romney garners Polish praise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_CUTLIN296007
 
Tulsa World – Boeing 787 engine spews debris
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120731_45_E2_CUTLIN950118
 
Tulsa World – AMR starts merger review process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Americ226382
 
Tulsa World – Bankrupt Solyndra files plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_49_E1_Solynd144838
 
Tulsa World – World, Oklahoma business travel up, US down slightly
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Global18463
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Cautionary tale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Coburn helping to advance deficit debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120730_61_A9_USSenT691279
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
 
Tulsa World – Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396
 
The Journal Record – Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-
values-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – AG reports Medicaid fraud cases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
 
The Journal Record – No ruling yet on Continental Resources meeting
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuits blamed for demise of gas can maker Blitz
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
 
The Journal Record – OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
 
The Journal Record – State gets poor marks for disclosure
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Democratic reports blasts for – profit colleges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
 
The journal Record – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – State senator faces uphill marijuana battle
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

24780

http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-values-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-values-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-estate/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/31/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, July 31, 2012 8:01:03 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Okla. Gov. Mary Fallin declares drought emergency
http://www.ktul.com/story/19149822/okla-gov-mary-fallin-declares-drought-emergency
 
NewsMax – Obamacare a tough sell in Oklahoma
 
http://www.newsmax.com/US/Obamacare-Oklahoma-carinsurance-
mandate/2012/07/30/id/446976
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin declares state of emergency for all 77
counties due to drought
 
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/local_news/oklahoma-governor-mary-fallin-declares-state-of-
emergency-for-all-77-counties-due-to-drought
 
CNBC – Drought spurs ethanol push-back; World Bank watchful
http://www.cnbc.com/id/48406752
 
Shawnee News Star – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://www.news-star.com/news/x1814083357/Conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-
Republicans?zc_p=0
 
Tulsa World – Top veterans affairs officials out amid neglect, abuse investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120731_17_A1_CUTLIN455712
 
Tulsa World – At least 10 homes damaged in Oklahoma grass fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_11_0_OKLAHO976945
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The Oklahoman – Oklahoma’s drought conditions prompt governor to declare emergency
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-drought-conditions-prompt-governor-to-declare-
emergency/article/3696825
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to bake in summer heat wave that grips southern
plains
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-bake-in-summer-heat-wave-that-grips-southern-
plains/article/3696978
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma cities, towns forfeit state fuel taxes for failing to file audit
reports
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-cities-towns-forfeit-state-fuel-taxes-for-failing-to-file-audit-
reports/article/3696794
 
The Oklahoman – Republican opposition in Senate kills move to confirm Oklahoma to
appeals court post
http://newsok.com/republican-opposition-in-senate-kills-move-to-confirm-oklahoman-to-
appeals-court-post/article/3696782
 
The Oklahoman – Retailers hope back to college buying spurs big ticket purchases
http://newsok.com/retailers-hope-back-to-college-buying-spurs-big-ticket-
purchases/article/3696822?custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://newsok.com/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development/article/3696955?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Boulevard fight represents divide between traditional road design, modern
urban planning
http://newsok.com/boulevard-fight-represents-divide-between-traditional-road-design-
modern-urban-planning/article/3696824?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Natural gas prices increases
http://newsok.com/natural-gas-price-increases/article/3696823?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Claims by Obamacare backers about lack of GOP alternative are
unfounded
http://newsok.com/claims-by-obamacare-backers-about-lack-of-gop-alternative-are-
unfounded/article/3696764?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma economy may be off with fewer tax carve-outs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-economy-may-be-off-with-fewer-tax-carve-
outs/article/3696036?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: August not majestic, but month had a royal role to play
http://newsok.com/august-not-majestic-but-month-had-a-royal-role-to-play/article/3696027?
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custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Group appeals personhood ruling to U.S. Supreme Court
http://newsok.com/group-appeals-personhood-ruling-to-u.s.-supreme-court/article/3696786
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans face possible water rationing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120731_16_A1_CUTLIN8445
 
Tulsa World – State malpractice judgments at 10 year low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120731_16_A9_Tenmef134018
 
Tulsa World – Romney garners Polish praise
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_CUTLIN296007
 
Tulsa World – Boeing 787 engine spews debris
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120731_45_E2_CUTLIN950118
 
Tulsa World – AMR starts merger review process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Americ226382
 
Tulsa World – Bankrupt Solyndra files plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_49_E1_Solynd144838
 
Tulsa World – World, Oklahoma business travel up, US down slightly
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120731_45_E1_Global18463
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Cautionary tale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120731_61_A13_Whatsh849332
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Coburn helping to advance deficit debate
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120730_61_A9_USSenT691279
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma cities lose gas tax revenue
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120731_16_A14_OKLAHO223327
 
Tulsa World – Democrats rumored to add gay unions to party platform
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120731_13_A7_WSIGOh678396
 
The Journal Record – Corn, soybean and wheat prices drive up farmland values
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http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/corn-soybean-and-wheat-prices-drive-up-farmland-
values-real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – AG reports Medicaid fraud cases
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/ag-reports-medicaid-fraud-cases-law/
 
The Journal Record – No ruling yet on Continental Resources meeting
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/no-ruling-yet-on-continental-resources-meeting-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Lawsuits blamed for demise of gas can maker Blitz
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/lawsuits-blamed-for-demise-of-gas-can-maker-law/
 
The Journal Record – OKC officials tout boost in tax revenues
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/okc-officials-tout-boost-in-tax-revenues-finance/
 
The Journal Record – State gets poor marks for disclosure
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-gets-poor-marks-for-disclosure-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Personhood backers appeal Okla. Supreme Court ruling
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/personhood-backers-appeal-okla-supreme-court-ruling-
law/
 
The Journal Record – Democratic reports blasts for – profit colleges
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/democratic-report-blasts-for-profit-colleges-capitol/
 
The journal Record – Conservatives work to cull moderate Republicans
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/conservatives-work-to-cull-moderate-republicans-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Obama signs bill to expedite tribal development
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/obama-signs-bill-to-expedite-tribal-development-real-
estate/
 
The Journal Record – State senator faces uphill marijuana battle
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/30/state-senator-faces-uphill-marijuana-battle-capitol/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Air show in England to draw state, industry officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A1_CUTLIN422594
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Is Oklahoma ready for Healthcare reform?
http://www.ktul.com/story/18906999/is-oklahoma-ready-for-healthcare-reform
 
Tulsa World – Lawmaker pushes Fallin to refuse to implement health – care law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120704_16_A4_CUTLIN775458
 
1520 News Talk – Coburn asks governor not to implement Obamacare
http://www.kokcradio.com/localnews/channels/Story.aspx?ID=1732653
 
Capitol Beat OK – OK: Coburn joins GOP lawmakers pushing to stall health exchanges
http://watchdog.org/24814/ok-coburn-joins-gop-lawmakers-pushing-to-stall-health-
exchanges/
 
The City Sentinel – 36 Hours: ObamaCare in Oklahoma
http://city-sentinel.com/?p=2757
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Payne County officials OK agreement with TransCanada
http://www.newson6.com/story/18942240/payne-county-officials-okay-agreement-with-
transcanada
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fallin’s office says no special session
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x2004678224/Fallin-s-office-says-no-special-session
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The Oklahoman – OKC metro-area briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-news-briefs/article/3689655
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin will take her time on Obamacare Medicaid decision
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-will-take-her-time-obamacare-medicaid-
decis/nPmJK/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma teacher evaluation system to begin test year
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-teacher-evaluation-system-to-begin-test-
year/article/3689746
 
The Oklahoman – Iowa governor leaves hospital after choking on carrot
http://newsok.com/feed/iowa-governor-leaves-hospital-after-choking-on-
carrot/article/3689807?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Agritourism tour help Okla farms, wineries grow
http://newsok.com/agritourism-tour-helps-oklahoma-farms-wineries-grow/article/3689764?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – On pension reform, Oklahoma cant rest on laurels
http://newsok.com/on-pension-reform-oklahoma-cant-rest-on-laurels/article/3689636?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. James Lankford answers constituent questions about health care
http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-answers-constituent-questions-about-health-
care/article/3689687
 
The Oklahoman – Republican congressional candidates in Oklahoma spar over campaign ad
about health care
http://newsok.com/republican-congressional-candidates-in-oklahoma-spar-over-campaign-
ad-about-health-care/article/3689673
 
The Oklahoman – Many American Indians concerned about living next to power plants
http://newsok.com/many-american-indians-concerned-about-living-next-to-power-
plants/article/3689810
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council votes to expand city landfill near Baptist church
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-votes-to-expand-city-landfill-near-baptist-
church/article/3689665
 
The Oklahoman – Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance
payment
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-
noncompliance-payment/article/3689677
 
The Oklahoman – Obama administration lawsuit could finally decide freedmen issue,
Cherokee Nation says
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http://newsok.com/obama-administration-lawsuit-could-finally-decide-freedmen-issue-
cherokee-nation-says/article/3689660
 
The Oklahoman – Investigation finds missing ballots accounted for in OK HD 71 race
http://newsok.com/investigation-finds-missing-ballots-accounted-for-in-oklahoma-hd-71-
race/article/3689678
 
Tulsa World – 36th FreedomFest draws crowds to River Parks for $40,000 fireworks show
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_11_A1_ULNSie379033
 
Tulsa World – AP Survey: Next president faces high unemployment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=48&articleid=20120705_48_0_WASHIN807691
 
Tulsa World  - Storms – on – steroids ‘derechos’ not uncommon for Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120705_100_A13_Aftera441272
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Odd couple Inhofe, Boxer get transportation bill approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_Dsiete234604
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State Capitol’s problems an embarrassment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
 
Tulsa World – Obama thanks military families at White House Fourth of July
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
 
Tulsa World – Obama back on the bus
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
 
Tulsa World – Romney calls Obama health-care requirement a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN72239
 
Tulsa World – Henryetta city manager trying to cheat system, firefighter pension officials
allege
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma bankruptcies decline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/oklahoma-bankruptcies-decline-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Drilling boom boosts D&L Oil Tools
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/drilling-boom-boosts-dl-oil-tools-energy/
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The Journal Record – Website aims to help royalty owners
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-energy/
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves construction of Chesapeake CNG station
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-chesapeake-cng-
station-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Investors pay $2.57M for south Tulsa Sleep Inn, plot renovations
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-inn-plot-
renovations-real-estate/
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance payment

http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-

noncompliance-payment/article/3689677#ixzz1zktvZ24G

 

Malware may knock thousands off Internet on Monday

http://newsok.com/malware-may-knock-thousands-off-internet-on-

monday/article/feed/400767#ixzz1zkp5tOrO

 

 

Council approves anti-smoking sign for Oklahoma City parks

http://newsok.com/council-approves-anti-smoking-sign-for-oklahoma-city-

parks/article/3689743#ixzz1zkpZVqiY

 

 

 

Military base closures, mergers save less money than Pentagon projected

http://newsok.com/military-base-closures-mergers-save-less-money-than-pentagon-

projected/article/3689808#ixzz1zksFBGRp

 

New Oklahoma wind farm begins operation

http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-wind-farm-begins-operation/article/3689652

 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

Didn't send your kid to war? Couples say send money, instead

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A8_WASHIN461566

 

Good choice

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?

subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_TulsaB228436

 
 
The Journal Record 
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http://newsok.com/republican-congressional-candidates-in-oklahoma-spar-over-campaign-
ad-about-health-care/article/3689673
 
The Oklahoman – Many American Indians concerned about living next to power plants
http://newsok.com/many-american-indians-concerned-about-living-next-to-power-
plants/article/3689810
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council votes to expand city landfill near Baptist church
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-votes-to-expand-city-landfill-near-baptist-
church/article/3689665
 
The Oklahoman – Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance
payment
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-
noncompliance-payment/article/3689677
 
The Oklahoman – Obama administration lawsuit could finally decide freedmen issue,
Cherokee Nation says
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http://newsok.com/obama-administration-lawsuit-could-finally-decide-freedmen-issue-
cherokee-nation-says/article/3689660
 
The Oklahoman – Investigation finds missing ballots accounted for in OK HD 71 race
http://newsok.com/investigation-finds-missing-ballots-accounted-for-in-oklahoma-hd-71-
race/article/3689678
 
Tulsa World – 36th FreedomFest draws crowds to River Parks for $40,000 fireworks show
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_11_A1_ULNSie379033
 
Tulsa World – AP Survey: Next president faces high unemployment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=48&articleid=20120705_48_0_WASHIN807691
 
Tulsa World  - Storms – on – steroids ‘derechos’ not uncommon for Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120705_100_A13_Aftera441272
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Odd couple Inhofe, Boxer get transportation bill approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_Dsiete234604
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State Capitol’s problems an embarrassment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
 
Tulsa World – Obama thanks military families at White House Fourth of July
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
 
Tulsa World – Obama back on the bus
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
 
Tulsa World – Romney calls Obama health-care requirement a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN72239
 
Tulsa World – Henryetta city manager trying to cheat system, firefighter pension officials
allege
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma bankruptcies decline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/oklahoma-bankruptcies-decline-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Drilling boom boosts D&L Oil Tools
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/drilling-boom-boosts-dl-oil-tools-energy/
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The Journal Record – Website aims to help royalty owners
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-energy/
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves construction of Chesapeake CNG station
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-chesapeake-cng-
station-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Investors pay $2.57M for south Tulsa Sleep Inn, plot renovations
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-inn-plot-
renovations-real-estate/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Air show in England to draw state, industry officials
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A1_CUTLIN422594
 
KTUL Channel 8 – Is Oklahoma ready for Healthcare reform?
http://www.ktul.com/story/18906999/is-oklahoma-ready-for-healthcare-reform
 
Tulsa World – Lawmaker pushes Fallin to refuse to implement health – care law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120704_16_A4_CUTLIN775458
 
1520 News Talk – Coburn asks governor not to implement Obamacare
http://www.kokcradio.com/localnews/channels/Story.aspx?ID=1732653
 
Capitol Beat OK – OK: Coburn joins GOP lawmakers pushing to stall health exchanges
http://watchdog.org/24814/ok-coburn-joins-gop-lawmakers-pushing-to-stall-health-
exchanges/
 
The City Sentinel – 36 Hours: ObamaCare in Oklahoma
http://city-sentinel.com/?p=2757
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Payne County officials OK agreement with TransCanada
http://www.newson6.com/story/18942240/payne-county-officials-okay-agreement-with-
transcanada
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Fallin’s office says no special session
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x2004678224/Fallin-s-office-says-no-special-session
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The Oklahoman – OKC metro-area briefs
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-metro-area-news-briefs/article/3689655
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin will take her time on Obamacare Medicaid decision
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-will-take-her-time-obamacare-medicaid-
decis/nPmJK/
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
The Oklahoman – New Oklahoma teacher evaluation system to begin test year
http://newsok.com/new-oklahoma-teacher-evaluation-system-to-begin-test-
year/article/3689746
 
The Oklahoman – Iowa governor leaves hospital after choking on carrot
http://newsok.com/feed/iowa-governor-leaves-hospital-after-choking-on-
carrot/article/3689807?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Agritourism tour help Okla farms, wineries grow
http://newsok.com/agritourism-tour-helps-oklahoma-farms-wineries-grow/article/3689764?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – On pension reform, Oklahoma cant rest on laurels
http://newsok.com/on-pension-reform-oklahoma-cant-rest-on-laurels/article/3689636?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. James Lankford answers constituent questions about health care
http://newsok.com/rep.-james-lankford-answers-constituent-questions-about-health-
care/article/3689687
 
The Oklahoman – Republican congressional candidates in Oklahoma spar over campaign ad
about health care
http://newsok.com/republican-congressional-candidates-in-oklahoma-spar-over-campaign-
ad-about-health-care/article/3689673
 
The Oklahoman – Many American Indians concerned about living next to power plants
http://newsok.com/many-american-indians-concerned-about-living-next-to-power-
plants/article/3689810
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma City Council votes to expand city landfill near Baptist church
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-council-votes-to-expand-city-landfill-near-baptist-
church/article/3689665
 
The Oklahoman – Debate goes on about what to call health care insurance noncompliance
payment
http://newsok.com/debate-goes-on-about-what-to-call-health-care-insurance-
noncompliance-payment/article/3689677
 
The Oklahoman – Obama administration lawsuit could finally decide freedmen issue,
Cherokee Nation says
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http://newsok.com/obama-administration-lawsuit-could-finally-decide-freedmen-issue-
cherokee-nation-says/article/3689660
 
The Oklahoman – Investigation finds missing ballots accounted for in OK HD 71 race
http://newsok.com/investigation-finds-missing-ballots-accounted-for-in-oklahoma-hd-71-
race/article/3689678
 
Tulsa World – 36th FreedomFest draws crowds to River Parks for $40,000 fireworks show
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_11_A1_ULNSie379033
 
Tulsa World – AP Survey: Next president faces high unemployment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=48&articleid=20120705_48_0_WASHIN807691
 
Tulsa World  - Storms – on – steroids ‘derechos’ not uncommon for Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=100&articleid=20120705_100_A13_Aftera441272
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Odd couple Inhofe, Boxer get transportation bill approved
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120705_61_A16_Dsiete234604
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: State Capitol’s problems an embarrassment
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120704_61_A18_CUTLIN800208
 
Tulsa World – Obama thanks military families at White House Fourth of July
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120705_13_A9_CUTLIN481291
 
Tulsa World – Obama back on the bus
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN181992
 
Tulsa World – Romney calls Obama health-care requirement a tax
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120705_13_A10_CUTLIN72239
 
Tulsa World – Henryetta city manager trying to cheat system, firefighter pension officials
allege
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120705_16_A11_Offici146544
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma bankruptcies decline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/oklahoma-bankruptcies-decline-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Drilling boom boosts D&L Oil Tools
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/drilling-boom-boosts-dl-oil-tools-energy/
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The Journal Record – Website aims to help royalty owners
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/website-aims-to-help-royalty-owners-energy/
 
The Journal Record – OKC Council approves construction of Chesapeake CNG station
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/okc-council-approves-construction-of-chesapeake-cng-
station-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Investors pay $2.57M for south Tulsa Sleep Inn, plot renovations
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/03/investors-pay-2-57m-for-south-tulsa-sleep-inn-plot-
renovations-real-estate/
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State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 million redress fund
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T12 fluorescent lamp ban to take effect
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Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate
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Decline in energy taxes slows Oklahoma growth rate
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The Oklahoman – Continental Resources program helps make relocation to OKC smooth
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-helps-make-relocation-to-okc-smooth/article/3690009
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoma – Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-
production/article/3689888
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. hiring outlook improves, but economy still weak
http://newsok.com/u.s.-hiring-outlook-improves-but-economy-still-weak/article/3690008
 
The Oklahoman – US Airways CEO says merger delays ‘fine by us’
http://newsok.com/us-airways-ceo-says-merger-delays-fine-by-us/article/3690001
 
Tulsa World – State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 M redress fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943
 
Tulsa World – Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won’t know anytime soon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011
 
Tulsa World – US Airways CEO: Merger delay ‘fine by us’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120706_46_E1_CUTLIN973956
 
Tulsa World – Chesapeake a ‘top’ position of New York hedge fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_498_E1_CUTLIN256210
 
Tulsa World – US hiring likely improved only modestly in June
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_48_0_WSIGOi768932
 
Tulsa World – GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over ‘single payer’ comment
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286
 
Tulsa World – State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822
 
Tulsa World – GOP critics attack Romney’s safe approach
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938
 
Tulsa World – OKC gains priceless global exposure during NBA finals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267
 
Tulsa World – New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890
 
The Journal Record – Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-premiums-law/
 
The Journal Record – Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowd funding
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-crowdfunding-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
 
The Journal Record – TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – US economy added 80,000 jobs in June, unemployment rate unchanged at 8.2 percent
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ECONOMY?
SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
The Journal Record – State lawmakers vow to fight ‘obamacare’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Assembly OKs adding bank settlement into Calif. Law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/assembly-oks-adding-bank-settlement-into-calif-law-real-estate/
 
 
 
The Oklahoman
www.newsok.com

Official: More in US convinced of climate change 

http://newsok.com/official-more-in-us-convinced-of-climate-change/article/feed/401172#ixzz1zqv529ZJ

 

More states freed from No Child Left Behind law 

http://newsok.com/more-states-freed-from-no-child-left-behind-law/article/feed/401118#ixzz1zqw77FBE

 

Rain chances could bring Oklahoma City relief from heat this weekend

http://newsok.com/rain-chances-could-bring-oklahoma-city-relief-from-heat-this-

weekend/article/3689884#ixzz1zqwOf2cZ

 

Corrections never fails to present challenge for Oklahoma policymakers 

http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-

policymakers/article/3689940#ixzz1zqweNe3p

 

Proposing reduction in Oklahoma lottery mandate is a ticket to controversy 

http://newsok.com/proposing-reduction-in-oklahoma-lottery-mandate-is-a-ticket-to-
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controversy/article/3689939#ixzz1zqwlsHxj
 

 

Tulsa World 
www.tulsaworld.com

State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 million redress fund

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943

 

State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?

subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822

 

 

Local, State briefs

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A13_CUTLIN878129

Editorial: Rationing? Heat, drought drive water usage

http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_Iohnka600277

 
 
The Journal Record 
www.journalrecord.com

T12 fluorescent lamp ban to take effect
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/t12-fluorescent-lamp-ban-to-take-effect-energy/

 

Terra Construction wins Army Corps of Engineers wind turbine contract
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/terra-construction-wins-wind-turbine-contract-energy/

 

Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/

 

TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/

 

Statewide AP stories
http://normantranscript.com/statenews

 
Decline in energy taxes slows Oklahoma growth rate

 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/6/12 Daily News Clips
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Finding Petroleum, online magazine – Arecon Data develops cloud tubular tracking software
http://www.findingpetroleum.com/n/Arecon_Data_develops_cloud_tubulars_tracking_software/8dd40db8.aspx
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866
 
Politico – GOP women take on higher profile
http://www.politico.com/blogs/charlie-mahtesian/2012/07/gop-women-take-on-higher-profile-128132.html
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin not being vetted to be ‘Veep’
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-not-being-vetted-be-veep/nPnLG/
 
Edmond Sun – Lawmakers address military needs
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x546500274/Lawmakers-address-military-needs
 
The Oklahoman – Plugging In: Business briefs for July 6
http://newsok.com/plugging-in-business-briefs-for-july-6/article/3689999?
custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news
 
The Oklahoman – Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London
http://newsok.com/air-show-visit-could-spur-jobs/article/3690101
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin’s daughter marries three months after annulment
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-daughter-marries-three-months-after-
annulment/article/3689970
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics
Commission
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-aeronautics-
commission/article/3690005
 
Tulsa World (Cartoon) – Money for schools?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?
subjectid=63&articleid=20120706_63_A16_BRUCEP512369
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin’s daughter married seven weeks after annulment
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026
 
Tulsa World – Romney’s wife says women being eyed for ticket
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797
 
Tulsa World – Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Officials: Romney, RNC haul in $100 million-plus
http://newsok.com/officials-romney-rnc-haul-in-100-million-plus/article/feed/401015?
custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Jackson treated for more serious ailments
http://newsok.com/rep.-jackson-treated-for-more-serious-ailments/article/feed/400881?
custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
 
The Oklahoman – Tobacco ban takes effect this week at OU
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-oklahoma/article/3689972
 
The Oklahoman – Continental Resources program helps make relocation to OKC smooth
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-helps-make-relocation-to-okc-smooth/article/3690009
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoma – Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-
production/article/3689888
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. hiring outlook improves, but economy still weak
http://newsok.com/u.s.-hiring-outlook-improves-but-economy-still-weak/article/3690008
 
The Oklahoman – US Airways CEO says merger delays ‘fine by us’
http://newsok.com/us-airways-ceo-says-merger-delays-fine-by-us/article/3690001
 
Tulsa World – State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 M redress fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943
 
Tulsa World – Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won’t know anytime soon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011
 
Tulsa World – US Airways CEO: Merger delay ‘fine by us’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120706_46_E1_CUTLIN973956
 
Tulsa World – Chesapeake a ‘top’ position of New York hedge fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_498_E1_CUTLIN256210
 
Tulsa World – US hiring likely improved only modestly in June
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_48_0_WSIGOi768932
 
Tulsa World – GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over ‘single payer’ comment
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286
 
Tulsa World – State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822
 
Tulsa World – GOP critics attack Romney’s safe approach
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938
 
Tulsa World – OKC gains priceless global exposure during NBA finals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267
 
Tulsa World – New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890
 
The Journal Record – Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-premiums-law/
 
The Journal Record – Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowd funding
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-crowdfunding-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
 
The Journal Record – TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – US economy added 80,000 jobs in June, unemployment rate unchanged at 8.2 percent
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ECONOMY?
SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
The Journal Record – State lawmakers vow to fight ‘obamacare’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Assembly OKs adding bank settlement into Calif. Law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/assembly-oks-adding-bank-settlement-into-calif-law-real-estate/
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 7/6/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Friday, July 06, 2012 7:57:40 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Finding Petroleum, online magazine – Arecon Data develops cloud tubular tracking software
http://www.findingpetroleum.com/n/Arecon_Data_develops_cloud_tubulars_tracking_software/8dd40db8.aspx
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: Medicaid expansion would greatly aid state
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120706_61_A16_GvayFl809866
 
Politico – GOP women take on higher profile
http://www.politico.com/blogs/charlie-mahtesian/2012/07/gop-women-take-on-higher-profile-128132.html
 
KRMG News Talk Radio – Fallin not being vetted to be ‘Veep’
http://www.krmg.com/news/news/local/fallin-not-being-vetted-be-veep/nPnLG/
 
Edmond Sun – Lawmakers address military needs
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x546500274/Lawmakers-address-military-needs
 
The Oklahoman – Plugging In: Business briefs for July 6
http://newsok.com/plugging-in-business-briefs-for-july-6/article/3689999?
custom_click=pod_headline_energy-news
 
The Oklahoman – Governor will lead trade delegation to air show near London
http://newsok.com/air-show-visit-could-spur-jobs/article/3690101
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gov. Mary Fallin’s daughter marries three months after annulment
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gov.-mary-fallins-daughter-marries-three-months-after-
annulment/article/3689970
 
The Oklahoman – Questions and answers with Victor Bird, director of the Oklahoma Aeronautics
Commission
http://newsok.com/questions-and-answers-with-victor-bird-director-of-the-oklahoma-aeronautics-
commission/article/3690005
 
Tulsa World (Cartoon) – Money for schools?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?
subjectid=63&articleid=20120706_63_A16_BRUCEP512369
 
Tulsa World – Gov. Fallin’s daughter married seven weeks after annulment
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO492026
 
Tulsa World – Romney’s wife says women being eyed for ticket
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_WOLFEB907797
 
Tulsa World – Law sought to restrict role of governor in parole process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A15_OKLAHO331445
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Officials: Romney, RNC haul in $100 million-plus
http://newsok.com/officials-romney-rnc-haul-in-100-million-plus/article/feed/401015?
custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Jackson treated for more serious ailments
http://newsok.com/rep.-jackson-treated-for-more-serious-ailments/article/feed/400881?
custom_click=pod_headline_usnational-news
 
The Oklahoman – Tobacco ban takes effect this week at OU
http://newsok.com/tobacco-ban-takes-effect-this-week-at-university-of-oklahoma/article/3689972
 
The Oklahoman – Continental Resources program helps make relocation to OKC smooth
http://newsok.com/continental-resources-helps-make-relocation-to-okc-smooth/article/3690009
 
The Oklahoman – Corrections never fails to present challenges for Oklahoma policymakers
http://newsok.com/corrections-never-fails-to-present-challenge-for-oklahoma-
policymakers/article/3689940?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoma – Oklahoma growth rate slows due to declining oil, natural gas production
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-growth-rate-slows-due-to-declining-oil-natural-gas-
production/article/3689888
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. hiring outlook improves, but economy still weak
http://newsok.com/u.s.-hiring-outlook-improves-but-economy-still-weak/article/3690008
 
The Oklahoman – US Airways CEO says merger delays ‘fine by us’
http://newsok.com/us-airways-ceo-says-merger-delays-fine-by-us/article/3690001
 
Tulsa World – State seeking mortgage-victim applicants for $18.6 M redress fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_11_A1_CUTLIN466943
 
Tulsa World – Does your insurance qualify under ACA? Oklahomans won’t know anytime soon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A1_Withth737011
 
Tulsa World – US Airways CEO: Merger delay ‘fine by us’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120706_46_E1_CUTLIN973956
 
Tulsa World – Chesapeake a ‘top’ position of New York hedge fund
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_498_E1_CUTLIN256210
 
Tulsa World – US hiring likely improved only modestly in June
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120706_48_0_WSIGOi768932
 
Tulsa World – GOP runoff candidates Mullin, Faught spar over ‘single payer’ comment
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_16_A7_CUTLIN284286
 
Tulsa World – State revenue rises 7.7 percent in fiscal 2012
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OKLAHO965822
 
Tulsa World – GOP critics attack Romney’s safe approach
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_688_0_hrimgs78938
 
Tulsa World – OKC gains priceless global exposure during NBA finals
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120706_16_A11_OLHMIY260267
 
Tulsa World – New jobs report looms over Obama campaign bus trip
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=688&articleid=20120706_13_A7_SANDUS904890
 
The Journal Record – Ruling could hike tribes’ employer insurance premiums
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/ruling-could-hike-tribes-employer-insurance-premiums-law/
 
The Journal Record – Edmond business iCelebrateDiversity.com tries crowd funding
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/edmond-business-icelebratediversity-com-tries-crowdfunding-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Decline in energy taxes slows Okla. growth rate
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/decline-in-energy-taxes-slows-okla-growth-rate-finance/
 
The Journal Record – TransCanada: Lawsuit won’t stop pipeline
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/transcanada-lawsuit-wont-stop-pipeline-energy/
 
The Journal Record – US economy added 80,000 jobs in June, unemployment rate unchanged at 8.2 percent
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US_ECONOMY?
SITE=OKOKJ&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=ap-business-template.html
 
The Journal Record – State lawmakers vow to fight ‘obamacare’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/state-lawmakers-vow-to-fight-obamacare-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Assembly OKs adding bank settlement into Calif. Law
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/05/assembly-oks-adding-bank-settlement-into-calif-law-real-estate/
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Subject: 8/131/12 Daily news clips
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Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
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Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – Operational grants sent to aid rural fire departments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=716&articleid=20120811_16_A4_OKLAHO468717
 
 
KOTV Channel 6 – Oklahoma legislature grants $3.87 million to rural fire departments
http://www.newson6.com/story/19249588/oklahoma-legislature-grants-38-to-863-rural-fire-
departments
 
Shawnee News Star – Passing stopped school buses carries consequence
http://www.news-star.com/news/x65940184/Passing-stopped-school-buses-carries-
consequence
 
Associated Press – Okla., federal officials assess wildfire damage
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/19764462/article-Okla--federal-officials-
assess-wildfire-damage?instance=popular
 
Enid News & Eagle – Insurance commissioner shares info on health care exchanges
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1555259322/Insurance-commissioner-shares-info-on-health-
care-exchanges
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma AG investigates Pardon and Parole Board practices
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120810_11_0_Attorn541945
 
The Oklahoman (Blog) – Gov. Mary Fallin comments on Paul Ryan selection
http://blog.newsok.com/politics/2012/08/11/gov-mary-fallin-comments-on-paul-ryan-
selection/
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NY Daily News – What they said: Oklahoma political leaders comment on choice of Rep.
Paul Ryan as GOP running mate
http://india.nydailynews.com/politicsarticle/3ab637956d5dbaeb2196932d0e08d3a3/what-
they-said-oklahoma-political-leaders-comment-on-choice-of-rep-paul-ryan-as-gop-running-
mate
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board accused of secretly expediting release
of ineligible inmates
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-accused-of-secretly-expediting-
release-of-ineligible-inmates/article/3699192
 
Tulsa World – Analysis: Fallin could lose debate with herself over ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120812_16_A13_CUTLIN577885
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: CNG deserves same incentives as electric cars
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=213&articleid=20120812_213_G1_Idonto881730
 
The Oklahoman – DA holds firm on stance that parole board is violating law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_11_A13_Oklaho452842
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Okla. Gov. praises Mitt Romney’s pick for running mate
http://www.news9.com/story/19253426/oklahoma-governor-praises-mitt-romneys-pick-for-
running-mate
 
Tulsa World – Political Report, Wayne Greene: Fallin made good move as consoler- in –
chief after fires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN790864
 
Tampa Bay Online – Like everything at RNC, who speaks is a matter of politics
http://www2.tbo.com/news/politics/2012/aug/12/like-everything-at-rnc-who-speaks-is-a-
matter-of-p-ar-461801/
 
 
Tulsa World – Sunday Morning Quarterback: Mary Fallin… Rickard Morrissette…
Oklahoma democrats
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_hGovMa738966
 
Enid News & Eagle – State fire depts. Awarded $4million to help with finances
 
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1744864719/State-fire-departments-awarded-4-million-to-
help-with-finances
 
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Kansas primaries offer some lessons for Oklahoma Republicans
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http://newsok.com/kansas-primaries-offer-some-lessons-for-oklahoma-
republicans/article/3699824?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Data shows most concealed carry applications are approved in Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/data-shows-most-concealed-carry-applications-are-approved-in-
oklahoma/article/3700203
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma continues to lag in submitting mental health records to federal
database
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-continues-to-lag-in-submitting-mental-health-records-to-
federal-database/article/3700199
 
The Oklahoman – Failed airline deal grounds hundreds of flights
http://newsok.com/feed/failed-airline-deal-grounds-hundreds-of-flights/article/3700488?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Steel mill polluted town as Romney firm profited
http://newsok.com/steel-mill-polluted-town-as-romney-firm-profited/article/feed/418038?
custom_click=pod_lead_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Obama’s divisive ads a drawback to Olympic TV experience
http://newsok.com/scissortales-obamas-divisive-ads-a-drawback-to-olympic-tv-
experience/article/3699803?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost- shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: In Oklahoma, Americans Elect ticket remains theoretical
http://newsok.com/in-oklahoma-americans-elect-ticket-remains-theoretical/article/3699813?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Increase in gas prices produces a mouthful of rhetoric
http://newsok.com/increase-in-gas-prices-produces-a-mouthful-of-rhetoric/article/3699812?
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custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – As school begins again in Oklahoma, so will debate over students’ time in
classroom
http://newsok.com/as-school-begins-again-in-oklahoma-so-will-debate-over-students-time-
in-classroom/article/3699507?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Allegations against Oklahoma parole board demand serious
attention
http://newsok.com/allegations-against-oklahoma-parole-board-demand-serious-
attention/article/3699443?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Tea party gets its man in Ryan for VP
http://newsok.com/tea-party-gets-its-man-in-ryan-for-vice-president/article/feed/418841
 
The Oklahoman – Michelle Obama: Barrack is not Spiderman
http://newsok.com/michelle-obama-barack-is-not-spiderman/article/feed/418903
 
The Oklahoman – records to help ID persons prohibited from buying or owning a firearm are
extensive
http://newsok.com/records-to-help-identify-persons-prohibited-from-buying-or-owning-a-
firearm-are-extensive/article/3700201
 
The Oklahoman – New Romney/ Ryan ad touts the ‘Romney plan’
http://newsok.com/new-romneyryan-ad-touts-the-romney-plan/article/feed/418499
 
The Oklahoman – Paul Ryan, the GOP, and the Jack Kemp model
http://newsok.com/paul-ryan-the-gop-and-the-jack-kemp-model/article/feed/418563
 
The Oklahoman – DNC chair claims not to know if Obama super PAC is Democratic
http://newsok.com/dnc-chair-claims-not-to-know-if-obama-super-pac-is-
democratic/article/feed/418677
 
The Oklahoman – Rep. Paul Ryan, Mitt Romney’s running mate, has strong Oklahoma ties
http://newsok.com/rep.-paul-ryan-mitt-romneys-running-mate-has-strong-oklahoma-
ties/article/3700257
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – I-244 bridge construction on schedule despite record heat
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN681818
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa – area DHS official sees bright future with reforms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120813_11_A1_CUTLIN168574
 
Tulsa World – New U.S. attorney sees opportunity, some uncertainty
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=14&articleid=20120813_14_A1_CUTLIN32193
 
Tulsa World – Fort Worth TWU workers could take Tulsa jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=585&articleid=20120812_46_E1_CUTLIN161530
 
Tulsa World – A ‘pox’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_CUTLIN971840
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Latest Mars probe searches for signs of life
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120813_61_A7_Snehmn19888
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Highway help
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Thefut242181
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Note to parole board: Follow the law
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120811_61_A20_Heresa916696
 
Tulsa World – Tulsa County seeks fund to attract, assist potential employers
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120813_16_A1_JmFaas957418
 
Tulsa World – Romney seeks distance from Ryan’s budget plans
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120813_13_A5_CUTLIN193301
 
Tulsa World – Political Notebook: Budget discussion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120812_16_A20_CUTLIN100204
 
Tulsa World – State law bars data on mentally ill from criminal database
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120812_16_A18_OKLAHO731234
 
The Journal Record – Continental Resources shareholders approve Wheatland Oil purchase
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/continental-resources-shareholders-overwhelmingly-
approve-purchase-of-wheatland-oil-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Syntroleum boosts its production
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/syntroleum-boosts-its-production-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Donations dwindling for state’s juvenile justice system gift program
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/donations-dwindling-for-states-juvenile-justice-system-
gift-program-capitol/
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The Journal Record – US budget deficit totals $974 billion through july
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/u-s-budget-deficit-totals-974b-through-july-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Government wont put liens on divided tribal lands
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/10/government-wont-put-liens-on-divided-tribal-lands-
real-estate/
 
The Journal Record – Agencies survey fire damage
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/09/agencies-survey-fire-damage-capitol/
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Alex Weintz (aweintz@gmail.com); Andrew Silvestri;

Brett Thomas; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup; Glenn
Coffee; Goeas; Jana Staples; Jessica Rogers; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Liz Wood; Madeline
Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Mary Fallin; maryfallin@sbcglobal.net; Michelle Waddell; Phyllis
Hudecki; Preston Doerflinger; Rebecca Frazier; Rita Aragon; Scott Mason; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Tom
Hockaday (t_hockaday@yahoo.com); Tonda Fisher; Travis Brauer; Wade Christensen; Wendy Gregory; Alex
Pettit; Bob Sullivan ; Dave Lopez; Gary Ridley; Gary Sherrer; Glenn Coffee; Jim Reese; Michael Ming; Michael
Thompson; Phyllis Hudecki; Rita Aragon; Stephen McKeever; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Todd Lamb

Subject: 8/14/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 8:03:44 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Governor Mary Fallin requests federal assistance from statewide wildfires
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/state/governor-mary-fallin-requests-federal-assistance-from-
statewide-wildfires
 
 
The Oklahoman – Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma
 
http://newsok.com/governor-requests-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-four-
counties/article/3700671
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN847966
 
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Gov. Fallin requests federal help following wildfires
http://www.news9.com/story/19267225/gov-fallin-requests-federal-help-following-wildfires
 
The Burlington County Times (Pennsylvania) – Christie still a key GOP figure, despite VP
pass
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/christie-still-a-key-
gop-figure-despite-vp-pass/article_e8caadbe-8aca-5402-8f0d-f4c5fe5f497f.html
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The Oklahoman – National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates
http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-
delegates/article/3700626
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general’s
opinion on sentence commutation
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-generals-
opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member
says
http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-member-
says/article/3700529
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma adults among most obese in country, new data show
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-adults-among-most-obese-in-country-new-data-
show/article/3700641
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Chevron facility in Calif. deemed hazardous
http://newsok.com/chevron-facility-in-calif.-deemed-hazardous/article/3700778?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in
campaign
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-
campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in
campaign
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-
campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars
http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-dollars/article/3700582?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Elizabeth Warren’s ‘better roads’ platform is paved with
deception
http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-
deception/article/3700581?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
The Oklahoman – Four more beers! Obama buys Budweiser for Iowa State Fair voters
http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-
voters/article/feed/419352
 
The Oklahoman – Billboard in OKC draws attention to national debt
http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-
debt/article/3700616
 
the Oklahoman – Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say
http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-
say/article/3700617
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma officials praise Quality Jobs program despite firm’s closing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120814_49_E1_CUTLIN376530
 
Tulsa World – Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security
benefits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_Hnrdft475805
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma ranked 6th worst for obesity rates
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A1_Oklaho299643
 
Tulsa World – FedEx to begin offering buyouts to US employees
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=54&articleid=20120814_54_E3_CUTLIN453069
 
Tulsa World – Solyndra agrees to settle with ex-workers for $3.5 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120814_49_E2_Solynd333928
 
Tulsa World – Alaska petroleum reserve plan unveiled, criticized as restrictive
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120814_49_E2_ANCHOR13329
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Poultry – growing plan renews concerns over Ill. Watershed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Thecon704978
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Romney’s choice
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Irsmtv754197
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Tulsa World – Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A5_CUTLIN203093
 
Tulsa World – House files suit against Holder over govt records
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A8_CUTLIN6785
 
Tulsa World – Bartlett lifts Tulsa’s water restrictions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A3_Thecit442626
 
Tulsa World – Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO337431
 
The Journal Record  – Precision calibration service firm Accurate labs grows to meet demand
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/precision-calibration-service-firm-accurate-laboratories-
grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Event will put incentive act to the test
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: Aug. 14, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/business-briefs-aug-14-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: Aaron Cooper; AJ Mallory; Alex Gerszewski; Alex Weintz; Alex Weintz (aweintz@gmail.com); Andrew Silvestri;

Brett Thomas; Chris Bruehl; Cindy Harper; Cody Inman; Craig Perry; Dana Wolpert; Denise Northrup; Glenn
Coffee; Goeas; Jana Staples; Jessica Rogers; Kandi Batts; Katie Altshuler; Keili McEwen; Liz Wood; Madeline
Mitchell; Marcia Crawford; Maria Maule; Mary Fallin; maryfallin@sbcglobal.net; Michelle Waddell; Phyllis
Hudecki; Preston Doerflinger; Rebecca Frazier; Rita Aragon; Scott Mason; Steve Mullins; Tammie Wright; Tom
Hockaday (t_hockaday@yahoo.com); Tonda Fisher; Travis Brauer; Wade Christensen; Wendy Gregory; Alex
Pettit; Bob Sullivan ; Dave Lopez; Gary Ridley; Gary Sherrer; Glenn Coffee; Jim Reese; Michael Ming; Michael
Thompson; Phyllis Hudecki; Rita Aragon; Stephen McKeever; Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Todd Lamb

Subject: 8/14/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 8:03:44 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Governor Mary Fallin requests federal assistance from statewide wildfires
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/state/governor-mary-fallin-requests-federal-assistance-from-
statewide-wildfires
 
 
The Oklahoman – Gov. Mary Fallin seeks federal assistance for wildfire victims in Oklahoma
 
http://newsok.com/governor-requests-federal-assistance-for-wildfire-victims-in-four-
counties/article/3700671
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma governor applies for federal disaster aid
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_CUTLIN847966
 
 
KWTV Channel 9 – Gov. Fallin requests federal help following wildfires
http://www.news9.com/story/19267225/gov-fallin-requests-federal-help-following-wildfires
 
The Burlington County Times (Pennsylvania) – Christie still a key GOP figure, despite VP
pass
http://www.phillyburbs.com/news/local/burlington_county_times_news/christie-still-a-key-
gop-figure-despite-vp-pass/article_e8caadbe-8aca-5402-8f0d-f4c5fe5f497f.html
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The Oklahoman – National GOP committee upholds election of Oklahoma delegates
http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-
delegates/article/3700626
 
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board members seek attorney general’s
opinion on sentence commutation
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-generals-
opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Letters from inmates prompt most early releases, former board member
says
http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-member-
says/article/3700529
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma adults among most obese in country, new data show
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-adults-among-most-obese-in-country-new-data-
show/article/3700641
 
The Oklahoman – Mental health treatment, not gun control, may be key to keeping guns out
of the wrong hands
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-
out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
 
The Oklahoman – Chevron facility in Calif. deemed hazardous
http://newsok.com/chevron-facility-in-calif.-deemed-hazardous/article/3700778?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in
campaign
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-
campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: With choice of Paul Ryan, budget is front and center in
campaign
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-
campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Bridge beam program stretches limited taxpayer dollars
http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-dollars/article/3700582?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Elizabeth Warren’s ‘better roads’ platform is paved with
deception
http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-
deception/article/3700581?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 

24828

http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-delegates/article/3700626
http://newsok.com/national-gop-committee-upholds-election-of-oklahoma-delegates/article/3700626
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-pardon-and-parole-board-members-seek-attorney-generals-opinion-on-sentence-commutation/article/3700632
http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-member-says/article/3700529
http://newsok.com/letters-from-inmates-prompt-most-early-releases-former-board-member-says/article/3700529
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-adults-among-most-obese-in-country-new-data-show/article/3700641
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-adults-among-most-obese-in-country-new-data-show/article/3700641
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
http://newsok.com/mental-health-treatment-not-gun-control-may-be-key-to-keeping-guns-out-of-the-wrong-hands/article/3700207
http://newsok.com/chevron-facility-in-calif.-deemed-hazardous/article/3700778?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/chevron-facility-in-calif.-deemed-hazardous/article/3700778?custom_click=pod_headline_business
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/with-choice-of-paul-ryan-budget-is-front-and-center-in-campaign/article/3700583?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-dollars/article/3700582?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/bridge-beam-program-stretches-limited-taxpayer-dollars/article/3700582?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-deception/article/3700581?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/elizabeth-warrens-better-roads-platform-is-paved-with-deception/article/3700581?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials


The Oklahoman – Editorial: Cost-shifting will only continue under Obamacare
http://newsok.com/cost-shifting-will-only-continue-under-obamacare/article/3699814?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
 
The Oklahoman – Four more beers! Obama buys Budweiser for Iowa State Fair voters
http://newsok.com/four-more-beers-obama-buys-budweiser-for-iowa-state-fair-
voters/article/feed/419352
 
The Oklahoman – Billboard in OKC draws attention to national debt
http://newsok.com/billboard-in-oklahoma-city-draws-attention-to-national-
debt/article/3700616
 
the Oklahoman – Rain, cooler weather helps corn, soybeans, USDA officials say
http://newsok.com/rain-cooler-weather-helps-corn-soybeans-usda-officials-
say/article/3700617
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma officials praise Quality Jobs program despite firm’s closing
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120814_49_E1_CUTLIN376530
 
Tulsa World – Reports shows 1 out of 5 Oklahomans in 2010 received Social Security
benefits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120814_16_A1_Hnrdft475805
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma ranked 6th worst for obesity rates
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120814_17_A1_Oklaho299643
 
Tulsa World – FedEx to begin offering buyouts to US employees
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=54&articleid=20120814_54_E3_CUTLIN453069
 
Tulsa World – Solyndra agrees to settle with ex-workers for $3.5 million
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120814_49_E2_Solynd333928
 
Tulsa World – Alaska petroleum reserve plan unveiled, criticized as restrictive
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120814_49_E2_ANCHOR13329
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Poultry – growing plan renews concerns over Ill. Watershed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Thecon704978
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Romney’s choice
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120814_61_A13_Irsmtv754197
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Tulsa World – Romney running mate Paul Ryan married to Oklahoman
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A5_CUTLIN203093
 
Tulsa World – House files suit against Holder over govt records
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120814_13_A8_CUTLIN6785
 
Tulsa World – Bartlett lifts Tulsa’s water restrictions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A3_Thecit442626
 
Tulsa World – Paul supporters seeking overhaul in Oklahoma delegates
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120814_16_A14_OKLAHO337431
 
The Journal Record  – Precision calibration service firm Accurate labs grows to meet demand
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/precision-calibration-service-firm-accurate-laboratories-
grows-to-meet-demand-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oil boom brings scarcity of workers in small towns
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/oil-boom-brings-scarcity-of-workers-in-small-towns-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Event will put incentive act to the test
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/event-will-put-incentive-act-to-the-test-finance/
 
The Journal Record – Business briefs: Aug. 14, 2012
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/13/business-briefs-aug-14-2012-general-news/
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – State liaison wants to improve tribal interactions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120819_16_A21_CUTLIN645962
 
The Oklahoman – Two are named to ODHS governing board
http://newsok.com/fallin-names-2-women-to-dhs-governing-board/article/3701976
 
Sequoyah County Times – Many cities spray for mosquito control
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/article_d4e5b74e-e891-11e1-8bf9-0019bb30f31a.html
 
The Norman Transcript – Fallin recommends changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1088166350/Fallin-recommends-changes
 
Enid News & Eagle – Retired Enid dentist’s term on commission overseeing DHS has
expired, ending 9 years
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1685969400/Retired-Enid-dentist-s-term-on-commission-
overseeing-DHS-has-expired-ending-9-years
 
Edmond Sun – Gov. appoints 2 Edmond women to commission
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1144044687/Gov-appoints-2-Edmond-women-to-
commission
 
Tulsa World – BA foundation’s $10,000 pledge to help adult learners
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_78_A16_BROKEN502832
 
Tulsa World – Fallin appoints 2 Edmond women to commission for human services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
 
The Norman Transcript – Opinion: Pardon, parole fuss could hurt SQ 762
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x236908953/Pardon-parole-fuss-could-hurt-SQ-762
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Oklahoma hates big government but loves the money
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
 
Enid News & Eagle – Opinion: Thumbs up to CDSA for its move to a new location
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-
location
 
Muskogee Phoenix – HD 14 Dems frown on tax cuts
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x946182782/HD14-Dems-frown-on-tax-cuts
The Journal Record – State IT office receives proposals for cost reductions
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-
capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Drought forces Oklahoma agriculture producers to ponder hard choices
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-
choices/article/3702048
 
The Oklahoman – More openness sought in Oklahoma’s budget process
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-budget-process-criticized-more-openness-
sought/article/3702160
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Borne calls for federal investigation of hospital
auditors
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-rep.-dan-boren-calls-for-investigation-of-hospital-
auditors/article/3702161
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond schools increase security through technology
http://newsok.com/edmond-schools-increase-security-through-technology/article/3702292
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma voters to decide intangible- property tax issue
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-intangible-property-tax-issue/article/3702304?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Continued engagement needed between OKC school
policymakers, patrons
http://newsok.com/continued-engagement-needed-between-okc-school-policymakers-
patrons/article/3701720?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 

24832

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x236908953/Pardon-parole-fuss-could-hurt-SQ-762
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-location
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-location
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x946182782/HD14-Dems-frown-on-tax-cuts
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-capitol/
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-choices/article/3702048
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-choices/article/3702048
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-budget-process-criticized-more-openness-sought/article/3702160
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-budget-process-criticized-more-openness-sought/article/3702160
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-rep.-dan-boren-calls-for-investigation-of-hospital-auditors/article/3702161
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-rep.-dan-boren-calls-for-investigation-of-hospital-auditors/article/3702161
http://newsok.com/edmond-schools-increase-security-through-technology/article/3702292
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-intangible-property-tax-issue/article/3702304?custom_click=pod_lead_news
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-intangible-property-tax-issue/article/3702304?custom_click=pod_lead_news
http://newsok.com/continued-engagement-needed-between-okc-school-policymakers-patrons/article/3701720?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/continued-engagement-needed-between-okc-school-policymakers-patrons/article/3701720?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials


The Oklahoman – Editorial: More gun-control laws won’t necessarily make a positive
difference
http://newsok.com/more-gun-control-laws-wont-necessarily-make-a-positive-
difference/article/3701699?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Giving serious attention to Oklahoma judicial races is a good
thing
http://newsok.com/giving-serious-attention-to-oklahoma-judicial-races-is-a-good-
thing/article/3701698?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Repeated Biden gaffes shouldn’t be overlooked
http://newsok.com/repeated-biden-gaffes-shouldnt-be-overlooked/article/3701697?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Two OKC events put spotlight on energy industry
http://newsok.com/scissortales-two-oklahoma-city-events-put-spotlight-on-energy-
industry/article/3701689?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Washington Examiner – Obama’s abortion distraction
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-obamas-abortion-
distraction/article/2505362?custom_click=rss
 
The Washington Examiner – Gibbs confirms central part of Romney-Ryan attack on
Obamacare’s IPAB
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gibbs-confirms-central-part-of-romney-ryan-attack-on-
obamacares-ipab/article/2505316?custom_click=rss
 
The Associated Press – Ecuador offers subsidized fuel for flights
http://newsok.com/ecuador-offers-subsidized-fuel-for-flights/article/3702247
 
The Oklahoman – Early runoff primary voting begins Friday in Okla.
http://newsok.com/early-runoff-primary-voting-begins-friday-in-oklahoma/article/3702009
 
Tulsa World – New OHP rule limits state troopers joining highway pursuits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120820_11_A1_OKLAHO634037
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Oklahoma voters favor Romney by wide margin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_16_A1_Tetpoh224453
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans lost $3.6 million due to arson this fiscal year
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=450&articleid=20120820_11_A11_Tulsan708193
 
Tulsa World – Open records response varies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN268235
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Ryan to discuss Medicare with New Hampshire voters
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_688_0_hrimgs340380
 
Tulsa World – BOK back in acquisition mode
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_CUTLIN301333
 
Tulsa World – BOK Financial acquires Milestone Group wealth management firm
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_BOKFin394226
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Our music
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_61_A9_Iuioor536113
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Capitol art
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_11_A9_Therea80449
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Need for help continues after the Creek County wildfires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_CUTLIN864991
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Tulsa schools praised nationally, snubbed by state leaders
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_Itsref97797
 
Tulsa World – Okla. tribal cigarette sales at decade low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN482028
 
Tulsa World – Outdated law blocks access to public records
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A5_Oneoft270229
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma poll: School funding is important to state’s voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_16_A1_Almost139894
 
Tulsa World – Obama, Romney compete for undecideds, stoke base
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_13_A10_CUTLIN318343
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma leaders push open budget process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120819_16_A23_OKLAHO628447
 
Tulsa World – Bill would expand fertility coverage for vets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120819_13_A12_CUTLIN554614
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The Journal Record – OCC supervisor: Increased drilling activity can lead to more illegal
dumping incidents
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/illegal-dumping-continues-no-proposed-rule-changes-
yet-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Expo speaker: Energy industry needs to change tactics
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/expo-speaker-energy-industry-needs-to-change-tactics-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma unemployment rate rises slightly in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/oklahoma-unemployment-rate-rises-slightly-in-july-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Measure of U.S. economy rises .4 pct in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/measure-of-u-s-economy-rises-0-4-percent-in-july0-
general-news/
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Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
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Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World – State liaison wants to improve tribal interactions
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120819_16_A21_CUTLIN645962
 
The Oklahoman – Two are named to ODHS governing board
http://newsok.com/fallin-names-2-women-to-dhs-governing-board/article/3701976
 
Sequoyah County Times – Many cities spray for mosquito control
http://www.sequoyahcountytimes.com/article_d4e5b74e-e891-11e1-8bf9-0019bb30f31a.html
 
The Norman Transcript – Fallin recommends changes
http://normantranscript.com/headlines/x1088166350/Fallin-recommends-changes
 
Enid News & Eagle – Retired Enid dentist’s term on commission overseeing DHS has
expired, ending 9 years
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x1685969400/Retired-Enid-dentist-s-term-on-commission-
overseeing-DHS-has-expired-ending-9-years
 
Edmond Sun – Gov. appoints 2 Edmond women to commission
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1144044687/Gov-appoints-2-Edmond-women-to-
commission
 
Tulsa World – BA foundation’s $10,000 pledge to help adult learners
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_78_A16_BROKEN502832
 
Tulsa World – Fallin appoints 2 Edmond women to commission for human services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
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subjectid=11&articleid=20120818_16_A10_OKLAHO574862
 
The Norman Transcript – Opinion: Pardon, parole fuss could hurt SQ 762
http://normantranscript.com/opinion/x236908953/Pardon-parole-fuss-could-hurt-SQ-762
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Oklahoma hates big government but loves the money
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=211&articleid=20120819_211_G1_Whyist633926
 
Enid News & Eagle – Opinion: Thumbs up to CDSA for its move to a new location
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x946182166/Thumbs-up-to-CDSA-for-its-move-to-a-new-
location
 
Muskogee Phoenix – HD 14 Dems frown on tax cuts
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x946182782/HD14-Dems-frown-on-tax-cuts
The Journal Record – State IT office receives proposals for cost reductions
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/state-it-office-receives-proposals-for-cost-reductions-
capitol/
 
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Drought forces Oklahoma agriculture producers to ponder hard choices
http://newsok.com/drought-forces-oklahoma-agriculture-producers-to-ponder-hard-
choices/article/3702048
 
The Oklahoman – More openness sought in Oklahoma’s budget process
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-budget-process-criticized-more-openness-
sought/article/3702160
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma U.S. Rep. Dan Borne calls for federal investigation of hospital
auditors
http://newsok.com/oklahomas-rep.-dan-boren-calls-for-investigation-of-hospital-
auditors/article/3702161
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond schools increase security through technology
http://newsok.com/edmond-schools-increase-security-through-technology/article/3702292
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma voters to decide intangible- property tax issue
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-voters-to-decide-intangible-property-tax-issue/article/3702304?
custom_click=pod_lead_news
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Continued engagement needed between OKC school
policymakers, patrons
http://newsok.com/continued-engagement-needed-between-okc-school-policymakers-
patrons/article/3701720?custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
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The Oklahoman – Editorial: More gun-control laws won’t necessarily make a positive
difference
http://newsok.com/more-gun-control-laws-wont-necessarily-make-a-positive-
difference/article/3701699?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Giving serious attention to Oklahoma judicial races is a good
thing
http://newsok.com/giving-serious-attention-to-oklahoma-judicial-races-is-a-good-
thing/article/3701698?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Repeated Biden gaffes shouldn’t be overlooked
http://newsok.com/repeated-biden-gaffes-shouldnt-be-overlooked/article/3701697?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Two OKC events put spotlight on energy industry
http://newsok.com/scissortales-two-oklahoma-city-events-put-spotlight-on-energy-
industry/article/3701689?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Washington Examiner – Obama’s abortion distraction
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-obamas-abortion-
distraction/article/2505362?custom_click=rss
 
The Washington Examiner – Gibbs confirms central part of Romney-Ryan attack on
Obamacare’s IPAB
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gibbs-confirms-central-part-of-romney-ryan-attack-on-
obamacares-ipab/article/2505316?custom_click=rss
 
The Associated Press – Ecuador offers subsidized fuel for flights
http://newsok.com/ecuador-offers-subsidized-fuel-for-flights/article/3702247
 
The Oklahoman – Early runoff primary voting begins Friday in Okla.
http://newsok.com/early-runoff-primary-voting-begins-friday-in-oklahoma/article/3702009
 
Tulsa World – New OHP rule limits state troopers joining highway pursuits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120820_11_A1_OKLAHO634037
 
Tulsa World – Poll: Oklahoma voters favor Romney by wide margin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_16_A1_Tetpoh224453
 
Tulsa World – Tulsans lost $3.6 million due to arson this fiscal year
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/news/crimewatch/article.aspx?
subjectid=450&articleid=20120820_11_A11_Tulsan708193
 
Tulsa World – Open records response varies
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN268235
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Ryan to discuss Medicare with New Hampshire voters
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120820_688_0_hrimgs340380
 
Tulsa World – BOK back in acquisition mode
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_CUTLIN301333
 
Tulsa World – BOK Financial acquires Milestone Group wealth management firm
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=51&articleid=20120819_51_E1_BOKFin394226
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Our music
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_61_A9_Iuioor536113
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Capitol art
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120820_11_A9_Therea80449
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Need for help continues after the Creek County wildfires
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_CUTLIN864991
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Tulsa schools praised nationally, snubbed by state leaders
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120818_61_A18_Itsref97797
 
Tulsa World – Okla. tribal cigarette sales at decade low
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120820_11_A1_CUTLIN482028
 
Tulsa World – Outdated law blocks access to public records
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=720&articleid=20120820_11_A5_Oneoft270229
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma poll: School funding is important to state’s voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_16_A1_Almost139894
 
Tulsa World – Obama, Romney compete for undecideds, stoke base
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=688&articleid=20120819_13_A10_CUTLIN318343
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma leaders push open budget process
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120819_16_A23_OKLAHO628447
 
Tulsa World – Bill would expand fertility coverage for vets
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120819_13_A12_CUTLIN554614
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The Journal Record – OCC supervisor: Increased drilling activity can lead to more illegal
dumping incidents
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/illegal-dumping-continues-no-proposed-rule-changes-
yet-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Expo speaker: Energy industry needs to change tactics
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/expo-speaker-energy-industry-needs-to-change-tactics-
energy/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma unemployment rate rises slightly in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/oklahoma-unemployment-rate-rises-slightly-in-july-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Measure of U.S. economy rises .4 pct in July
http://journalrecord.com/2012/08/17/measure-of-u-s-economy-rises-0-4-percent-in-july0-
general-news/
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 9/17/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Monday, September 17, 2012 8:08:49 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
 
Fox 23 – Gov. Fallin to hold town hall at OSU-Tulsa
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-Fallin-to-hold-Town-Hall-at-OSU-
Tulsa/X06qeyQGY0qTYy2ElWsjEA.cspx
 
The Lawton Constitution – Assembly focuses on driving, texting dangers
http://www.swoknews.com/news-top/area/item/1252-assembly-focuses-on-driving-texting-
dangers
 
Enid News & Eagle – Vote on NORCE’s future approaches
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x2056649156/Vote-on-NORCEs-future-approaches
 
The Oklahoman – Services will be held in Bristow for Tracy Kelly, chairman of the board for
Spirit Bank
http://newsok.com/services-will-be-held-in-bristow-for-tracy-kelly-chairman-of-the-board-
for-spirit-bank/article/3709894
 
 
Capitol beat OK – OK: We’re still no. 1! Prison crowding plan runs into questions,
comments, awkward silences
http://watchdog.org/56349/ok-ready-or-not-justice-reinvestment-legislation-takes-effect-
november-1/
 
Durant Democrat – Senate bill aims to open school doors after hours
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/20152478/article-Senate-bill-aims-to-open-
school-doors-after-hours
 
The Oklahoman – Helen Ford Wallace: Parties, etc. Sept 16
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http://newsok.com/helen-ford-wallaces-parties-etc.-for-sept.-16/article/3709798
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Oklahoma public education goes wanting
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095&allcom=1
 
The Pryor County Times – Grove’s Grodhaus to chair GRDA board
http://pryordailytimes.com/local/x2056648268/Grove-s-Grodhaus-to-chair-GRDA-board
 
Muskogee Phoenix – County landowner’s work for conservation honored
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1023285622/County-landowner-s-work-for-
conservation-honored
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals 
http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-
goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jNUNMhA
The Oklahoman - Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud 
http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-
fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jNYi7TV
The Oklahoman – Mum's the word for talking politics at work 
http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-
work/article/3710265#ixzz26jNbvC4J
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma judge refuses to let men planning sex-change operations have
feminine names
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-judge-refuses-to-let-men-planning-sex-change-operations-
have-feminine-names/article/3710063#ixzz26jNfgUKJ
The Oklahoman – Report: US banks subject of money-laundering probe
http://newsok.com/report-us-banks-subject-of-money-laundering-probe/article/3710348?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Government regulations can hurt consumers, business
http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-business/article/3709750?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to
give away 
http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-give-
away/article/3709749#ixzz26jNtpnm8
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem
http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to
give away 
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http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-give-
away/article/3709749#ixzz26jO2IGhq
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help 
http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-
help/article/3709739#ixzz26jO6m7WZ
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare
mandate
http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-
mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26jOAyicq
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-
consequence/article/3709447?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic
Party officials 
http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-party-
officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jOKMvI6
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-
scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26jOP8Hvu
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obama’s alternative Middle East reality
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamas-alternative-middle-east-
reality/article/feed/435454
 
The Oklahoman - Fox and Friends punked?
http://newsok.com/fox-and-friends-punked/article/feed/435435
 
Tulsa World - Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264
 
Tulsa World - Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331
 
Tulsa World - Violent clashes over anti-Islam film in 3 nations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120917_13_0_TIMERG804307
 
Tulsa World - Recharged
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120916_49_E1_CUTLIN20686
 
Tulsa World - Insider overview: Southwest Bancorp Inc.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120917_49_A7_Prisci899101
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Tulsa World - OG&E plans to reduce demand to avoid new power plant before 2020
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120916_46_E1_Oklaho632665
 
Tulsa World - School gifts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418
 
Tulsa World - Bipartisanship
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689
 
Tulsa World - Justice act needs to work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186
 
Tulsa World - Israeli PM makes case on Iran to U.S. voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120917_13_A6_CUTLIN695510
 
Tulsa World - Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266
 
Tulsa World - Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813
 
Tulsa World - Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902
 
Tulsa World - Obama, Romney square off on China, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A12_WASHIN558964
 
Tulsa World - Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156
 
Tulsa World - Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668
 
Tulsa World - Sunday Morning Quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744
 
Tulsa World - Poll: Strong support for campaign spending limits

24844

http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120916_46_E1_Oklaho632665
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?subjectid=49&articleid=20120916_46_E1_Oklaho632665
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120917_13_A6_CUTLIN695510
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120917_13_A6_CUTLIN695510
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A12_WASHIN558964
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A12_WASHIN558964
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744


http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A4_WSIGOm678478
 
Tulsa World - GOP activists to Romney: Why aren't you winning?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A12_CUTLIN795362
 
The Journal Record – Ex-DHS worker charged
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/
 
The Journal Record - Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-interest-in-
gulf-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-address-vision-
2-general-news/
 
The Journal Record - Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-coke-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record - Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-general-
news/
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Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
 
Fox 23 – Gov. Fallin to hold town hall at OSU-Tulsa
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-Fallin-to-hold-Town-Hall-at-OSU-
Tulsa/X06qeyQGY0qTYy2ElWsjEA.cspx
 
The Lawton Constitution – Assembly focuses on driving, texting dangers
http://www.swoknews.com/news-top/area/item/1252-assembly-focuses-on-driving-texting-
dangers
 
Enid News & Eagle – Vote on NORCE’s future approaches
http://enidnews.com/opinion/x2056649156/Vote-on-NORCEs-future-approaches
 
The Oklahoman – Services will be held in Bristow for Tracy Kelly, chairman of the board for
Spirit Bank
http://newsok.com/services-will-be-held-in-bristow-for-tracy-kelly-chairman-of-the-board-
for-spirit-bank/article/3709894
 
 
Capitol beat OK – OK: We’re still no. 1! Prison crowding plan runs into questions,
comments, awkward silences
http://watchdog.org/56349/ok-ready-or-not-justice-reinvestment-legislation-takes-effect-
november-1/
 
Durant Democrat – Senate bill aims to open school doors after hours
http://www.durantdemocrat.com/view/full_story/20152478/article-Senate-bill-aims-to-open-
school-doors-after-hours
 
The Oklahoman – Helen Ford Wallace: Parties, etc. Sept 16
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http://newsok.com/helen-ford-wallaces-parties-etc.-for-sept.-16/article/3709798
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Oklahoma public education goes wanting
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=214&articleid=20120916_214_G1_Heresa254095&allcom=1
 
The Pryor County Times – Grove’s Grodhaus to chair GRDA board
http://pryordailytimes.com/local/x2056648268/Grove-s-Grodhaus-to-chair-GRDA-board
 
Muskogee Phoenix – County landowner’s work for conservation honored
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x1023285622/County-landowner-s-work-for-
conservation-honored
 
 
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Report shows Oklahoma City Council generally accomplishes its goals 
http://newsok.com/report-shows-oklahoma-city-council-generally-accomplishes-its-
goals/article/3710514#ixzz26jNUNMhA
The Oklahoman - Former Oklahoma DHS worker charged with wire fraud 
http://newsok.com/former-oklahoma-dhs-worker-charged-with-wire-
fraud/article/3710392#ixzz26jNYi7TV
The Oklahoman – Mum's the word for talking politics at work 
http://newsok.com/mums-the-word-for-talking-politics-at-
work/article/3710265#ixzz26jNbvC4J
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma judge refuses to let men planning sex-change operations have
feminine names
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-judge-refuses-to-let-men-planning-sex-change-operations-
have-feminine-names/article/3710063#ixzz26jNfgUKJ
The Oklahoman – Report: US banks subject of money-laundering probe
http://newsok.com/report-us-banks-subject-of-money-laundering-probe/article/3710348?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Government regulations can hurt consumers, business
http://newsok.com/government-regulations-can-hurt-consumers-business/article/3709750?
custom_click=pod_lead_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to
give away 
http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-give-
away/article/3709749#ixzz26jNtpnm8
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: ScissorTales: Solution worse than the problem
http://newsok.com/scissortales-solution-worse-than-the-problem/article/3709728?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Plan to further tax the rich would leave less for the wealthy to
give away 
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http://newsok.com/plan-to-further-tax-the-rich-would-leave-less-for-the-wealthy-to-give-
away/article/3709749#ixzz26jO2IGhq
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Feed The Children beginning a new era of providing hope, help 
http://newsok.com/feed-the-children-beginning-a-new-era-of-providing-hope-
help/article/3709739#ixzz26jO6m7WZ
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Hobby Lobby adds powerful voice in fight against Obamacare
mandate
http://newsok.com/hobby-lobby-adds-powerful-voice-in-fight-against-obamacare-
mandate/article/3709448#ixzz26jOAyicq
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma special-needs scholarship law has ironic consequence
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-special-needs-scholarship-law-has-ironic-
consequence/article/3709447?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Any glimmer of hope worth grasping for Oklahoma Democratic
Party officials 
http://newsok.com/any-glimmer-of-hope-worth-grasping-for-oklahoma-democratic-party-
officials/article/3709446#ixzz26jOKMvI6
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma corporate tax credits again fall under scrutiny 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-corporate-tax-credits-again-fall-under-
scrutiny/article/3709202#ixzz26jOP8Hvu
 
The Oklahoman – Morning Examiner: Obama’s alternative Middle East reality
http://newsok.com/morning-examiner-obamas-alternative-middle-east-
reality/article/feed/435454
 
The Oklahoman - Fox and Friends punked?
http://newsok.com/fox-and-friends-punked/article/feed/435435
 
Tulsa World - Vision2 package has closing fund that lacks a cap, concerns city councilors
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120917_16_A1_TulsaC33264
 
Tulsa World - Inspection report reveals problems at Claremore veterans center
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=17&articleid=20120917_17_A1_Ainspe20331
 
Tulsa World - Violent clashes over anti-Islam film in 3 nations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120917_13_0_TIMERG804307
 
Tulsa World - Recharged
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120916_49_E1_CUTLIN20686
 
Tulsa World - Insider overview: Southwest Bancorp Inc.
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120917_49_A7_Prisci899101
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Tulsa World - OG&E plans to reduce demand to avoid new power plant before 2020
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120916_46_E1_Oklaho632665
 
Tulsa World - School gifts
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_CUTLIN914418
 
Tulsa World - Bipartisanship
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120917_61_A9_Politi973689
 
Tulsa World - Justice act needs to work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120915_11_A20_TulsaC681186
 
Tulsa World - Israeli PM makes case on Iran to U.S. voters
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120917_13_A6_CUTLIN695510
 
Tulsa World - Absentee ballots popular but face scrutiny
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A1_DanyaC347266
 
Tulsa World - Political Report: Debate continues over tax breaks for big oil
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_USeJhu669813
 
Tulsa World - Janna Little Ryan, wife of VP candidate Paul Ryan, grew up in Oklahoma
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A21_CUTLIN774902
 
Tulsa World - Obama, Romney square off on China, jobs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A12_WASHIN558964
 
Tulsa World - Political Report notebook: Olson knocks Bridenstine on health care
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_loncsB284156
 
Tulsa World - Roll Call: How Oklahoma's congressional delegation voted
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120916_16_A22_WSIGOe977668
 
Tulsa World - Sunday Morning Quarterback
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120916_16_A18_hRepDa528744
 
Tulsa World - Poll: Strong support for campaign spending limits
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A4_WSIGOm678478
 
Tulsa World - GOP activists to Romney: Why aren't you winning?
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120916_13_A12_CUTLIN795362
 
The Journal Record – Ex-DHS worker charged
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/ex-dhs-worker-charged-law/
 
The Journal Record - Hurricane Isaac reveals lack of natural gas interest in Gulf
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/hurricane-isaac-reveals-lack-of-natural-gas-interest-in-
gulf-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Companies at Tulsa International Airport address Vision 2
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/companies-at-tulsa-international-airport-address-vision-
2-general-news/
 
The Journal Record - Buying American in Tehran: Apples, razors and Coke
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/buying-american-in-tehran-apples-razors-and-coke-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – U.S. industrial production falls 1.2 percent
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/u-s-industrial-production-falls-1-2-percent-general-
news/
 
The Journal Record - Higher gas costs drive up U.S. consumer prices
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/14/higher-gas-costs-drive-up-u-s-consumer-prices-general-
news/
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Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
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Tulsa World - Fallin discusses education funding at town hall meeting
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120927_16_A1_CUTLIN403142
 
Fox 23 - Governor Mary Fallin speaks at Town Hall meeting in Tulsa
http://www.fox23.com/news/local/story/Governor-Mary-Fallin-speaks-at-Town-Hall-
meeting/CQWw2Kig6kKEKMNqgys0VA.cspx
 
OKC Friday - YWCA announces $11 mil at Devon gala
http://okcfriday.com/ywca-announces-mil-at-devon-gala-p7293-92.htm
 
The Purcell Register - Burn ban lifted
http://www.purcellregister.com/news/article_b2a8baee-0328-11e2-b8b7-001a4bcf887a.html
 
 
Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman - Obama makes new appeal in 2-minute ad
http://newsok.com/obama-makes-new-appeal-in-2-minute-ad/article/feed/439657
 
The Oklahoman - Public Service Co. of Oklahoma plans to spend $350 million for
environmental compliance 

Read more: http://newsok.com/public-service-co.-of-oklahoma-plans-to-spend-350-million-
for-environmental-compliance/article/3713344#ixzz27fqoawGO
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Military or civilian, curbing suicide must continue as a priority 
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Read more: http://newsok.com/military-or-civilian-curbing-suicide-must-continue-as-a-
priority/article/3713285#ixzz27fqt5pKj
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Compassion helps make Oklahoma's top teacher shine
http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-shine/article/3713286?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma lawmakers should study Florida Medicaid reforms
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-should-study-florida-medicaid-
reforms/article/3713002?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma City bombing museum in midst of worthwhile capital
campaign 
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campaign/article/3713001#ixzz27fr7OfvD
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http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-discuss-plans-to-repair-crumbling-state-
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The Washington Examiner - Morning Examiner: Obama’s Libya lies crumble
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-obamas-libya-lies-
crumble/article/2509174?custom_click=rss
 
The Oklahoman - Possible subsidy dangled for potential MAPS 3 senior center partners in
Oklahoma City 

Read more: http://newsok.com/possible-subsidy-dangled-for-potential-maps-3-senior-center-
partners-in-oklahoma-city/article/3713348#ixzz27frQaNPl
 
The oklahoman - Group releases rating system of Oklahoma's justices
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The Oklahoman - Oklahoma lawmaker seeks to eliminate blasphemy law
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Islam video
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The Oklahoman - Campaign Roundup: Team Romney: The polls are wrong 

Read more: http://newsok.com/campaign-roundup-team-romney-the-polls-are-
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Tulsa World – EMSA board signs off on 4 percent raises
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Tulsa World – Groups ask that state Supreme Court allow dam bond sale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120927_16_A1_OKLAHO640260
 
Tulsa World – Price of compliance
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E1_CUTLIN106046
 
Tulsa World – New fracking tests show inconsistency
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E2_CUTLIN655298
 
Tulsa World – Prices rise as new home sales dip
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=32&articleid=20120927_32_E3_CUTLIN802217
 
Tulsa World – More than 1,500 accept AA's early retirement plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_45_E1_Nalmrc376743
 
Tulsa World – Oil prices drops, but gas prices liable to hold
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E1_Ntsath694298
 
Tulsa World – Williams nets long-term deal with Canadian oil-sands producer
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E1_Willia74743
 
Tulsa World – US stock futures push higher as worries ease
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_51_0_NEWYOR456273
 
Tulsa World - Editorial: South Tulsa dam funding plan unveiled
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Leader870807
Tulsa World – Editorial: State fails in answering question on A-to-F school grading scale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Inresp83970
Tulsa World – Editorial: Poor health contributes to Oklahoma's No. 2 ranking for prescription
drug use
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120926_61_A14_Heresy146036
Tulsa World – Groups ask that state Supreme Court allow dam bond sale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120927_16_A1_OKLAHO640260
 
Tulsa World – Cherokee chief calls tactics in U.S. Senate campaign 'racist, offensive'
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Tulsa World – State Chamber evaluates Oklahoma judges on liability rulings
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A7_OKLAHO315238
 
Tulsa World – Former Expo Square electricians charged in theft of copper wiring
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A8_Threef572678
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lawmaker takes aim at growth, use of state tax credits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A7_OKLAHO312630
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Obama descend on battleground Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120927_13_A12_CUTLIN575585
 
Tulsa World – Government seizes $266,000 from Oklahoma tribal tobacco company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A8_OLHMIY297276
 
The Journal Record – OETA appoints interim executive director
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/oeta-appoints-interim-executive-director-capitol/
The Journal Record – 2 lawmakers sue to stop Okla. Youth Expo donation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/2-lawmakers-sue-to-stop-okla-youth-expo-donation-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Blackburn pitches for OK Pop museum
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/blackburn-pitches-for-ok-pop-museum-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Architect: $153M needed for state Capitol restoration
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/architect-153m-needed-for-state-capitol-restoration-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Arkansas governor changes course on health care
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/arkansas-governor-changes-course-on-health-care/

The Journal Record - Kan. governor asked to set health exchange ‘benchmark’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/kan-governor-asked-to-set-health-exchange-benchmark-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record - Corporation Commission hears PSO plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/corporation-commission-hears-pso-plan-energy/
 
The Journal Record - Low-water dam dominates Vision 2 sales tax discussion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/low-water-dam-dominates-vision-2-sales-tax-
discussion-finance/
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The Journal Record - Industry experts: More infrastructure needed for energy independence
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/industry-experts-more-infrastructure-needed-for-
energy-independence-energy/
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
 
 

24855

http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/industry-experts-more-infrastructure-needed-for-energy-independence-energy/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/industry-experts-more-infrastructure-needed-for-energy-independence-energy/
mailto:Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov


From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: 9/27/12 Daily News Clips
Date: Thursday, September 27, 2012 8:15:58 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Tulsa World - Fallin discusses education funding at town hall meeting
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Fox 23 - Governor Mary Fallin speaks at Town Hall meeting in Tulsa
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OKC Friday - YWCA announces $11 mil at Devon gala
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The Purcell Register - Burn ban lifted
http://www.purcellregister.com/news/article_b2a8baee-0328-11e2-b8b7-001a4bcf887a.html
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The Oklahoman - Obama makes new appeal in 2-minute ad
http://newsok.com/obama-makes-new-appeal-in-2-minute-ad/article/feed/439657
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http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-shine/article/3713286?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma lawmakers should study Florida Medicaid reforms
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmakers-should-study-florida-medicaid-
reforms/article/3713002?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma City bombing museum in midst of worthwhile capital
campaign 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-bombing-museum-in-midst-of-worthwhile-capital-
campaign/article/3713001#ixzz27fr7OfvD
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma legislators discuss plans to repair crumbling state Capitol 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-legislators-discuss-plans-to-repair-crumbling-state-
capitol/article/3713097#ixzz27frCMPWx
 
The Washington Examiner - Morning Examiner: Obama’s Libya lies crumble
http://washingtonexaminer.com/morning-examiner-obamas-libya-lies-
crumble/article/2509174?custom_click=rss
 
The Oklahoman - Possible subsidy dangled for potential MAPS 3 senior center partners in
Oklahoma City 

Read more: http://newsok.com/possible-subsidy-dangled-for-potential-maps-3-senior-center-
partners-in-oklahoma-city/article/3713348#ixzz27frQaNPl
 
The oklahoman - Group releases rating system of Oklahoma's justices
http://newsok.com/group-releases-rating-system-of-oklahomas-justices/article/3713379
 
The Oklahoman - Oklahoma lawmaker seeks to eliminate blasphemy law
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-lawmaker-seeks-to-eliminate-blasphemy-law/article/3713259
 
The Washington Examiner - The slow death of Obama’s high speed rail continues
http://washingtonexaminer.com/the-slow-death-of-obamas-high-speed-rail-
continues/article/2509100?custom_click=rss
 
The Washington Examiner - Muslim-Americans call for ‘deterrent legal measures’ over anti-
Islam video
http://washingtonexaminer.com/muslim-americans-call-for-deterrent-legal-measures-over-
anti-islam-video/article/2509118?custom_click=rss
The Oklahoman - Campaign Roundup: Team Romney: The polls are wrong 

Read more: http://newsok.com/campaign-roundup-team-romney-the-polls-are-
wrong/article/feed/439962#ixzz27fsHGa9Y
 
Tulsa World – EMSA board signs off on 4 percent raises
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_11_A1_CUTLIN680518
 
Tulsa World – Groups ask that state Supreme Court allow dam bond sale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120927_16_A1_OKLAHO640260
 
Tulsa World – Price of compliance
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E1_CUTLIN106046
 
Tulsa World – New fracking tests show inconsistency
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E2_CUTLIN655298
 
Tulsa World – Prices rise as new home sales dip
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=32&articleid=20120927_32_E3_CUTLIN802217
 
Tulsa World – More than 1,500 accept AA's early retirement plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_45_E1_Nalmrc376743
 
Tulsa World – Oil prices drops, but gas prices liable to hold
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E1_Ntsath694298
 
Tulsa World – Williams nets long-term deal with Canadian oil-sands producer
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_49_E1_Willia74743
 
Tulsa World – US stock futures push higher as worries ease
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=49&articleid=20120927_51_0_NEWYOR456273
 
Tulsa World - Editorial: South Tulsa dam funding plan unveiled
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Leader870807
Tulsa World – Editorial: State fails in answering question on A-to-F school grading scale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Inresp83970
Tulsa World – Editorial: Poor health contributes to Oklahoma's No. 2 ranking for prescription
drug use
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120926_61_A14_Heresy146036
Tulsa World – Groups ask that state Supreme Court allow dam bond sale
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=16&articleid=20120927_16_A1_OKLAHO640260
 
Tulsa World – Cherokee chief calls tactics in U.S. Senate campaign 'racist, offensive'
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120927_16_A12_CUTLIN979573
 
Tulsa World – State Chamber evaluates Oklahoma judges on liability rulings
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A7_OKLAHO315238
 
Tulsa World – Former Expo Square electricians charged in theft of copper wiring
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A8_Threef572678
 
Tulsa World – Oklahoma lawmaker takes aim at growth, use of state tax credits
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A7_OKLAHO312630
 
Tulsa World – Romney, Obama descend on battleground Ohio
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120927_13_A12_CUTLIN575585
 
Tulsa World – Government seizes $266,000 from Oklahoma tribal tobacco company
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120927_16_A8_OLHMIY297276
 
The Journal Record – OETA appoints interim executive director
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/oeta-appoints-interim-executive-director-capitol/
The Journal Record – 2 lawmakers sue to stop Okla. Youth Expo donation
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/2-lawmakers-sue-to-stop-okla-youth-expo-donation-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Blackburn pitches for OK Pop museum
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/blackburn-pitches-for-ok-pop-museum-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Architect: $153M needed for state Capitol restoration
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/architect-153m-needed-for-state-capitol-restoration-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Arkansas governor changes course on health care
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/arkansas-governor-changes-course-on-health-care/

The Journal Record - Kan. governor asked to set health exchange ‘benchmark’
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/25/kan-governor-asked-to-set-health-exchange-benchmark-
health-care/
 
The Journal Record - Corporation Commission hears PSO plan
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/corporation-commission-hears-pso-plan-energy/
 
The Journal Record - Low-water dam dominates Vision 2 sales tax discussion
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/low-water-dam-dominates-vision-2-sales-tax-
discussion-finance/
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The Journal Record - Industry experts: More infrastructure needed for energy independence
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/26/industry-experts-more-infrastructure-needed-for-
energy-independence-energy/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Federal wildfire assistance approved for Cleveland County
http://www.koco.com/news/politics/Federal-wildfire-assistance-approved-for-Cleveland-
County/-/9843896/16768428/-/xd3wqh/-/index.html
 
Pauls Valley Democrat – A SORC thumbs up to governor
http://paulsvalleydailydemocrat.com/local/x766449984/A-SORC-thumb-s-up-to-governor
 
KOKH Fox 25 – Okla. lawmakers file lawsuit challenging funding
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/3f4a6054-
www.okcfox.com.shtml
 
Associated Press – Gov. Mary Fallin says federal wildfire aid appeal approved for Cleveland
Co., 2 other denied
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/a57c1fe6af7447d9a560b82631ce1de3/OK--Wildfires-
Disaster-Assistance
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Gov. Mary Fallin announces 22 more county burn ban repeals, 33 still
under restriction
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/state/gov-mary-fallin-announces-22-more-county-burn-ban-
repeals-33-still-under-restriction
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Governor lifts burn ban in Muskogee, other counties
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x325742849/Governor-lifts-burn-ban-in-Muskogee-other-
counties
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Money talks and education will listen
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516
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Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-
oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27leNB9KO
 
The Oklahoman – Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-
contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lePJR4D
The Oklahoman – Safety is key in the oil field, experts say 

http://newsok.com/safety-is-key-in-the-oil-field-experts-say/article/3713643#ixzz27leRPcJN
The Oklahoman – Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley
says at University of Oklahoma event 

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-crowley-
says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27leWaYzy
The Oklahoman – Syrian military's text to rebels: 'Game Over'
http://newsok.com/feed/syrian-militarys-text-to-rebels-game-over/article/3713776?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – $42.6 million FEMA trailer settlements approved
http://newsok.com/feed/42.6-million-fema-trailer-settlements-approved/article/3713775?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Grandad's brings 'old school' back to Uptown NW 23rd Street in
Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/grandads-brings-old-school-back-to-uptown-nw-23rd-street-in-
oklahoma-city/article/3713657#ixzz27lehop2V
The Oklahoman – U.S. economic data looks better on closer inspection 
http://newsok.com/u.s.-economic-data-looks-better-on-closer-
inspection/article/3713741#ixzz27lekUcnH
The Oklahoman – Editorial: One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 
http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-
envy/article/3713558#ixzz27les542p
The Oklahoman – Editorial: As Oklahoma Capitol crumbles, lawmakers continue to dismiss
bond issue as solution 
http://newsok.com/as-oklahoma-capitol-crumbles-lawmakers-continue-to-dismiss-bond-
issue-as-solution/article/3713560#ixzz27letvGhH
The Oklahoman – Editorial : Obamacare promises defy real-world trends
http://newsok.com/obamacare-promises-defy-real-world-trends/article/3713559?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 
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http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-
envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lf1qYSD
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Compassion helps make Oklahoma's top teacher shine
http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-shine/article/3713286?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-oklahoma/article/3713633
 
The Oklahoman – Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-
contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lfINtWq
The Oklahoman – Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-
oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lfKR8zi
 
The Oklahoman – Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 
http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-
told/article/3713729#ixzz27lfMiI9N                                           
The Oklahoman – Mitt Romney calls for bigger military, while President Barack Obama
touts ending wars 
http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-obama-
touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lfPHWSV
Tulsa World – City Council approves Vision2 plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860
 
Tulsa World – As debate looms, Romney looks to Pennsylvania
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=338&articleid=20120928_338_0_hrimgs141068
 
Tulsa World – Senate panel grills veterans centers heads
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN380774
 
Tulsa World – School grade cards to be released Oct. 8
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A1_CUTLIN809585
 
Tulsa World – Higher-security beds for Oklahoma's juvenile offenders discussed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Money talks and education will listen
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516
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Tulsa World – Opinion: Rating system for justices overrated
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Agroup540633
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: South Tulsa dam funding plan unveiled
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Leader870807
 
Tulsa World – (Toon) Oklahoma school daze
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?
subjectid=63&articleid=20120928_63_A14_BRUCEP552224
 
The Journal Record – Testimony: Staff turnover high at veterans centers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Aerospace history lands in Tulsa: Museum features vintage World War
II bomber
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aerospace-history-lands-in-tulsa-museum-features-
vintage-world-war-ii-bomber-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – Former Windstream official charged with perjury
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/former-windstream-official-charged-with-perjury-law/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. woman shares human trafficking story
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/okla-woman-shares-human-trafficking-story-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Testimony: Staff turnover high at veterans centers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – State to start monitoring groundwater
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/state-groundwater-monitoring-system-is-a-step-in-the-
right-directoin-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Possible end of price compensation program poses worries for dairy
farmers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/possible-end-of-price-compensation-program-poses-
worries-for-dairy-farmers-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Presidential election giving economy slight boost
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/experts-presidential-election-giving-economy-slight-
boost-general-news/
 
The Journal Record –        Data suggest U.S. economy growing only modestly
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/data-suggest-u-s-economy-growing-only-modestly-
general-news/
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
KOCO Channel 5 – Federal wildfire assistance approved for Cleveland County
http://www.koco.com/news/politics/Federal-wildfire-assistance-approved-for-Cleveland-
County/-/9843896/16768428/-/xd3wqh/-/index.html
 
Pauls Valley Democrat – A SORC thumbs up to governor
http://paulsvalleydailydemocrat.com/local/x766449984/A-SORC-thumb-s-up-to-governor
 
KOKH Fox 25 – Okla. lawmakers file lawsuit challenging funding
http://www.okcfox.com/template/inews_wire/wires.regional.ok/3f4a6054-
www.okcfox.com.shtml
 
Associated Press – Gov. Mary Fallin says federal wildfire aid appeal approved for Cleveland
Co., 2 other denied
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/a57c1fe6af7447d9a560b82631ce1de3/OK--Wildfires-
Disaster-Assistance
 
KJRH Channel 2 – Gov. Mary Fallin announces 22 more county burn ban repeals, 33 still
under restriction
http://www.kjrh.com/dpp/news/state/gov-mary-fallin-announces-22-more-county-burn-ban-
repeals-33-still-under-restriction
 
Muskogee Phoenix – Governor lifts burn ban in Muskogee, other counties
http://muskogeephoenix.com/local/x325742849/Governor-lifts-burn-ban-in-Muskogee-other-
counties
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Money talks and education will listen
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516
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Other Oklahoma News

The Oklahoman – Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-
oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27leNB9KO
 
The Oklahoman – Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract 

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-
contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lePJR4D
The Oklahoman – Safety is key in the oil field, experts say 

http://newsok.com/safety-is-key-in-the-oil-field-experts-say/article/3713643#ixzz27leRPcJN
The Oklahoman – Both Obama and Romney have cause for concern, CNN's Candy Crowley
says at University of Oklahoma event 

http://newsok.com/both-obama-and-romney-have-cause-for-concern-cnns-candy-crowley-
says-at-university-of-oklahoma-event/article/3713740#ixzz27leWaYzy
The Oklahoman – Syrian military's text to rebels: 'Game Over'
http://newsok.com/feed/syrian-militarys-text-to-rebels-game-over/article/3713776?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – $42.6 million FEMA trailer settlements approved
http://newsok.com/feed/42.6-million-fema-trailer-settlements-approved/article/3713775?
custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Grandad's brings 'old school' back to Uptown NW 23rd Street in
Oklahoma City 

http://newsok.com/grandads-brings-old-school-back-to-uptown-nw-23rd-street-in-
oklahoma-city/article/3713657#ixzz27lehop2V
The Oklahoman – U.S. economic data looks better on closer inspection 
http://newsok.com/u.s.-economic-data-looks-better-on-closer-
inspection/article/3713741#ixzz27lekUcnH
The Oklahoman – Editorial: One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 
http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-
envy/article/3713558#ixzz27les542p
The Oklahoman – Editorial: As Oklahoma Capitol crumbles, lawmakers continue to dismiss
bond issue as solution 
http://newsok.com/as-oklahoma-capitol-crumbles-lawmakers-continue-to-dismiss-bond-
issue-as-solution/article/3713560#ixzz27letvGhH
The Oklahoman – Editorial : Obamacare promises defy real-world trends
http://newsok.com/obamacare-promises-defy-real-world-trends/article/3713559?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: One constant in push to raise taxes on the wealthy: envy 
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http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-
envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lf1qYSD
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Compassion helps make Oklahoma's top teacher shine
http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-shine/article/3713286?
custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – Justice Department announces tribal grants for Oklahoma
http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-oklahoma/article/3713633
 
The Oklahoman – Legislator still miffed over failed juvenile center contract

http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-
contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lfINtWq
The Oklahoman – Federal aid approved for wildfire-ravaged Cleveland County in Oklahoma 
http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-
oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lfKR8zi
 
The Oklahoman – Human sex trafficking is growing in Oklahoma, legislators told 
http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-
told/article/3713729#ixzz27lfMiI9N                                           
The Oklahoman – Mitt Romney calls for bigger military, while President Barack Obama
touts ending wars 
http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-obama-
touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lfPHWSV
Tulsa World – City Council approves Vision2 plan
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860
 
Tulsa World – As debate looms, Romney looks to Pennsylvania
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=338&articleid=20120928_338_0_hrimgs141068
 
Tulsa World – Senate panel grills veterans centers heads
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN380774
 
Tulsa World – School grade cards to be released Oct. 8
 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A1_CUTLIN809585
 
Tulsa World – Higher-security beds for Oklahoma's juvenile offenders discussed
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191
 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Money talks and education will listen
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516

24868

http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lf1qYSD
http://newsok.com/one-constant-in-push-to-raise-taxes-on-the-wealthy-envy/article/3713558#ixzz27lf1qYSD
http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-shine/article/3713286?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/compassion-helps-make-oklahomas-top-teacher-shine/article/3713286?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
http://newsok.com/justice-department-announces-tribal-grants-for-oklahoma/article/3713633
http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lfINtWq
http://newsok.com/legislator-still-miffed-over-failed-juvenile-center-contract/article/3713645#ixzz27lfINtWq
http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lfKR8zi
http://newsok.com/federal-aid-approved-for-wildfire-ravaged-cleveland-county-in-oklahoma/article/3713721#ixzz27lfKR8zi
http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-told/article/3713729#ixzz27lfMiI9N
http://newsok.com/human-sex-trafficking-is-growing-in-oklahoma-legislators-told/article/3713729#ixzz27lfMiI9N
http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-obama-touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lfPHWSV
http://newsok.com/mitt-romney-calls-for-bigger-military-while-president-barack-obama-touts-ending-wars/article/3713651#ixzz27lfPHWSV
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20120928_16_A1_Alticy388860
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=338&articleid=20120928_338_0_hrimgs141068
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=338&articleid=20120928_338_0_hrimgs141068
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN380774
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN380774
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A1_CUTLIN809585
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=19&articleid=20120928_19_A1_CUTLIN809585
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?subjectid=336&articleid=20120928_16_A1_CUTLIN241191
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Thelas841516


 
Tulsa World – Opinion: Rating system for justices overrated
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Agroup540633
 
Tulsa World – Editorial: South Tulsa dam funding plan unveiled
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?
subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Leader870807
 
Tulsa World – (Toon) Oklahoma school daze
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?
subjectid=63&articleid=20120928_63_A14_BRUCEP552224
 
The Journal Record – Testimony: Staff turnover high at veterans centers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Aerospace history lands in Tulsa: Museum features vintage World War
II bomber
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aerospace-history-lands-in-tulsa-museum-features-
vintage-world-war-ii-bomber-aerospace/
 
The Journal Record – Former Windstream official charged with perjury
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/former-windstream-official-charged-with-perjury-law/
 
The Journal Record – Okla. woman shares human trafficking story
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/okla-woman-shares-human-trafficking-story-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Testimony: Staff turnover high at veterans centers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-
capitol/
 
The Journal Record – State to start monitoring groundwater
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/state-groundwater-monitoring-system-is-a-step-in-the-
right-directoin-capitol/
 
The Journal Record – Possible end of price compensation program poses worries for dairy
farmers
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/possible-end-of-price-compensation-program-poses-
worries-for-dairy-farmers-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Experts: Presidential election giving economy slight boost
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/experts-presidential-election-giving-economy-slight-
boost-general-news/
 
The Journal Record –        Data suggest U.S. economy growing only modestly
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/data-suggest-u-s-economy-growing-only-modestly-
general-news/
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http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Agroup540633
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120928_61_A14_Agroup540633
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Leader870807
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/article.aspx?subjectid=61&articleid=20120927_61_A16_Leader870807
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?subjectid=63&articleid=20120928_63_A14_BRUCEP552224
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/BrucePlante.aspx?subjectid=63&articleid=20120928_63_A14_BRUCEP552224
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aerospace-history-lands-in-tulsa-museum-features-vintage-world-war-ii-bomber-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/aerospace-history-lands-in-tulsa-museum-features-vintage-world-war-ii-bomber-aerospace/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/former-windstream-official-charged-with-perjury-law/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/okla-woman-shares-human-trafficking-story-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/testimony-staff-turnover-high-at-veterans-centers-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/state-groundwater-monitoring-system-is-a-step-in-the-right-directoin-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/state-groundwater-monitoring-system-is-a-step-in-the-right-directoin-capitol/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/possible-end-of-price-compensation-program-poses-worries-for-dairy-farmers-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/possible-end-of-price-compensation-program-poses-worries-for-dairy-farmers-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/experts-presidential-election-giving-economy-slight-boost-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/experts-presidential-election-giving-economy-slight-boost-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/data-suggest-u-s-economy-growing-only-modestly-general-news/
http://journalrecord.com/2012/09/27/data-suggest-u-s-economy-growing-only-modestly-general-news/


 
 
 
Alex Gerszewski
Deputy Press Secretary
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Phone - (405)522-8858
Cell - (405)568-1319
Alex.Gerszewski@gov.ok.gov
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From: Cindy Roberts
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler (Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov)
Subject: ACA Follow-Up Information
Date: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 11:54:06 AM
Attachments: OHCA Dual Eligible Proposal May 2012.pdf

Summary of Dual Eligible efforts September 2012.pdf
Medicaid Policy Oppositions 9.28.12.docx
Comparison of InsureOk and SoonerCare benefit plans Sept 2012.pdf
Comparison of OK Benefits Plans Sept 2012.pdf
ACA Timeline OHCA 9.28.12.pdf
globalcerts.txt
globalcerts.html

Julie / Katie –
Attached are most of the requests from last Wednesday’s meeting.  Please let us know if (when)
you have additional questions.
Cindy

 
 

1)       Duals proposal submitted in May 2012
2)       Duals update May-Sept 2012
3)       Push-back list of ACA policy changes we would change (Ty & Traylor are looking over this

copy)
4)       Benefit comparison of Insure Okahoma and SoonerCare (with cost sharing)
5)       Benefit comparison of IO, SoonerCare and the Oklahoma benchmark plans as listed in the

ACA
6)       Expanded Timeline of ACA planning

 
In the works - Additional administrative cost analysis specific to the Medicaid Expansion and for
processing applications 5 ways (online, paper, fax, phone, partners).
 
Julie  / Nicole / John have been added to all scheduled meetings as requested. We’ll continue this
practice moving forward.
 
 
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 


This document is Oklahoma’s proposal for “State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals”.  The document 
describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Oklahoma’s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and 
operate an integrated delivery system and payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of 
care for dual eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI), 
Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state’s dual eligible population.   
 


1) Oklahoma’s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery mechanisms for Medicare and 
Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma’s dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an 
interdisciplinary care team, this approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member’s care.  This level of 
integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by SoonerCare and Medicare.  
Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks to improve member access to appropriate services, 
integrate a comprehensive range of services for individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 


2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), the second approach to care 
integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the 
practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to 
facilitate the management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the development of 
community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and e) the integration of these methodologies 
into graduate medical education.  


 


3) Oklahoma’s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated Care Sites (ICS) 
demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
model, while making some modifications to the existing PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to 
benefit from the proven high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 
demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the PACE model. 


 


Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 
In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has designed a model of care 
coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the target population by improving care management and 
access, while reducing costs by improving efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has 
historically been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 


The OHCA care coordination program known as “SoonerCare Silver” aims to improve the integration of care by adding care 
coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a 
bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure 
the member is receiving all the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
work collectively to develop and implement the member’s action plan to achieve a positive health outcome.   
 


Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 


Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 


Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) Statewide  
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Summary of Covered Benefits  
Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits, care 
coordination services will be offered to the eligible full benefit 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   


Financing Model Fee-for-Service 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   September 2011 thru March 2012 
Workgroup meetings:  October  2011 thru February 2012 
Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both Medicare and SoonerCare. 
Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered 
“full benefit” duals. The bulk of Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 
coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-term care services.  Fragmented 
care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  
Recently, national attention is being directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 


In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually eligible SoonerCare members 
by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to 
primary care and behavioral health services, 2) improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to 
the target population.   
 


The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and SoonerCare while providing care 
coordination at the point of member access to services through the two healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this 
program, these dually eligible SoonerCare members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health 
providers in an efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery system as 
quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been differences in benefits, different 
billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination 
of services will reduce member barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the 
comprehensive benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can direct 
members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, and who are more thoroughly 
educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently reoccurring comorbidities.  


 


Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 727,369 SoonerCare 
members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people who were eligible in both categories at the same 
time, and are called dually eligible1.  In June 2011, there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide2.  Total 
enrollment for dual eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 1%, African 
American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 0.7%3.  By age and gender, the demographics 
of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than 
age 65 -22%4.  


                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a different point in time than overall numbers. 
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The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or SoonerCare.  They are 
characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral 
health impairments and have a higher rate of being low-income5.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports 
national trending in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge as they 
constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher percentage of spending.  Looking at those 
without existing case management services, 62 percent were characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates 
of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 
are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 


The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 


 Overall Individuals receiving LTSS in 
institutional settings 


Individuals receiving LTSS in HCBS 
settings 


other 


Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  
Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  
Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  
Individuals with a serious mental illness 8,421 383 1,085 6,953 


 


Care Model Overview 
Oklahoma’s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban counties, Cleveland, Comanche, 
Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state’s population.  Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed 
counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state’s citizens living in one of the remaining 
68 rural counties6.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible members residing in all of 
Oklahoma’s counties with limited exceptions.  
 


Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa’s Health Innovation Zone (THIZ), PACE and the ICS will 
be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care 
coordination services through their current benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare 
Silver program.  
 


General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid Eligibility guidelines are 
described in Appendix B. 
 


Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States.  If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits at age 
65 without having to pay premiums. 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits under 
age 65 without having to pay premiums. 
 
 


In general, the following groups of individuals may qualify for SoonerCare 
services: 
Adults with children under 19  
Children under 19 and pregnant women  
Individuals 65 and older  
Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  
Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer treatment  
Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family planning needs 
In addition to the citizenship and the state residency requirements, a 
SoonerCare applicant must meet categorical and financial requirements. 
SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA’s website 
www.okhca.org 


                                                 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State’s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 
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As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid and Medicare will automatically 
be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the 
program, should they choose to no longer participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential 
members prior to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside vendor, OHCA, 
and CMS. 
 


Oklahoma’s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support for implementation, with a 
variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support for dual eligible members.  These members will now 
be offered the additional service of care coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit 
of care coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member’s services together.  The care coordinator will work directly 
with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such as the nurse case manager, social worker and other 
providers who are currently providing services to the member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing 
Part D services.  Care coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve as a 
liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the community or a facility.  
 


The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA care management program.  This 
program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-
one staff assistance, called “practice facilitation”.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 
software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, practice facilitators 
collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of care through implementation of enhanced 
disease management protocols and improved patient tracking and reporting systems7.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care 
management.  This program is offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive 
modeling software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in education, an 
individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 


Lessons learned from OHCA’s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing appropriate and proficient 
services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  People who are dually eligible, even those with the most 
complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that 
can be modeled for the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population to identify 
opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 


Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management (SCCM).  SCCM is for 
members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are directed to specific programs that address their 
exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited 
to: the coordination of out of state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 
and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for supportive services, such as 
private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 


OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with 
chronic mental illnesses.  Children diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who 
qualify, and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, who coordinates a team 
of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 


Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health centers (CMHCs) and their 
satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, 
                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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assessment and referral services, emergency services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community 
support services designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 
therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All CMHCs provide services to both 
adults and children.  
 


With the integration of health homes, the CMHC’s will have the additional offering of providing wrap around comprehensive behavioral 
health services to eligible members with an established PCP relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated 
facilities and the other ten are contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 
centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about numbers of health homes 
participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as 
Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS’ website www.odmhsas.org.   
 


Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. The purpose is to reduce 
inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS 
Child Welfare Worker, counselor, teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a 
task to be completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a month. 
 


As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually eligible, (HMP excludes dual 
eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) these programs still provide a rich array of information that 
can be used to significantly improve the delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to 
the need for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program’s steady responses to a population who resides in the 
same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of Care are additional programs that will help 
provide a framework of information for providing care coordination to the duals.  


 


Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these programs, members are offered 
case management services.  While case management provides some help with support services and other programs along with 
monitoring a member’s health and welfare, case management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 


A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  complementary to existing 
services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental 
disabilities are assigned a care coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be 
responsible for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual’s needs.  No services will be added to 
those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering care coordination on their existing services. 
 


These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would receive would be oriented toward 
quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a 
member.  Those members not in a waiver or HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare 
and Medicaid savings.8  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual eligible member; 
notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 


Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 


Name Operator Targeted Population Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


Advantage 
Waiver 


OKDHS-
Aging 


Elderly, physically 
disabled 21+ 


HCBS OKDHS 


Case managers from private industry provider agencies develop a 
waiver services plan that takes into account the member’s informal 
supports and other programs.  These providers are responsible for 
monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and 
welfare.  Disease management is not in case management scope. 


                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Community 
Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3 and 
older 


HCBS OKDHS 


For each of these waiver programs, State agency case managers 
develop service plans, which include residential services.  These case 
managers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 


Homeward 
Bound Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


Class members HCBS OKDHS 


In-home 
Supports for 
Adults Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD 18 and older HCBS OKDHS 


In-home 
Supports for 
Children Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3- 17 HCBS OKDHS 


PACE 
OHCA-
OLL 


55 and older 
Capitated 
model 


Medicare 
& Medicaid 


The PACE provider furnishes case management and is responsible for 
development of a service plan. 


Living Choice 
demonstration 


OHCA-
OLL 


19 and older HCBS OHCA 


For these waiver programs, case managers from private industry 
provider agencies develop a transition/community plan that takes into 
account the member’s informal supports and other programs.  These 
providers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 
 
 


My Life; My 
Choice Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates with 
physical disabilities 
and younger than 65 


HCBS OHCA 


Sooner Seniors 
Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates who are 65 
and older 


HCBS OHCA 


Medically Fragile 
Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


19 and older HCBS OHCA 


Nursing 
Facilities or 
ICFs-MR 


OHCA   OHCA 


Member is admitted to facility under physician’s orders and is monitored 
24/7 by staff.  A Minimum Data Set is completed and the care plan is 
developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at least quarterly or when 
a significant change in the member’s condition occurs. 


State Plan 
Personal Care 


OKDHS-
Aging 


All ages 
Personal 
care 


OKDHS 


Nurses from private industry provider agencies develop a personal care 
services plan that takes into account the member’s informal supports 
and other programs.  These providers are responsible for monitoring 
the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and welfare.  Disease 
management is not in the scope of personal care services.  In addition, 
the State agency nurse who assesses the member performs ongoing 
monitoring and makes a determination regarding level of care. 


Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental 
Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the 
Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care Facilities for Mental Retardation 


 
Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care coordinator will review the 
member’s current level of participation to determine if the member is already enrolled in any existing program.  The care 
coordinator will specifically check other OHCA programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers 
and/or State plan services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing specialty 
behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans (SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other 
state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care coordination staff can monitor the member’s participation through 
the case manager or through case management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 
utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 


In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct populations.  
1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 
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2) Nursing facility residents;  
3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  
4) “Target” group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  


 


Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 


Population 
Chronically Ill 
Dual Eligibles 


Medicare 
Member 
Months 


Total Medicare/ 
Medicaid Spending 


PMPM 
Spending 


Total IP 
Admissions 
per 1,000 


Total OP 
Visits 
per 1,000 


Total SNF Days 
per 1,000 


Total Physician 
Visits 


per 1,000 


Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 


ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 


Nursing Facility 10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 


DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 


TOTAL 
(Unduplicated) 


 
78,115 


 
879,729 


 
$2,181,710,259 


 
$2,480 


 
627 


 
5,039 


 
3,319 


 
5,982 


 


Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section will briefly describe potential 
sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service 
system, and will require a new approach to solve an old problem.  
 


ER Utilization Program 
People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital admissions.  As a part of 
implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their professional associations will need to be strengthened.  
The hospitals serve as a significant provider of medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now 
presented to discuss hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 
inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 
2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that is, by definition, “hospitalizations that could have been avoided, 
either because the condition could have been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care”.  Collaborating around the 
issue of Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of care for duals and reduce 
expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of the recent initiative “Partnership for Patients” which lists 
reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of its goals. 
 


Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect members to their PCP, and 
schedule appointments for their care around the member’s personal schedule.  This anticipated relationship is intended to help the 
member plan for health care services and visit the emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by 
their PCP. 


 


Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent hospitalizations will result 
in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health 
care providers prepare daily to address the specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health 
history and chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced earlier, educate 
providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each member/patient. 
 


Hospital Integrations 
Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that “Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from CMS to cut readmissions.  
In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more 
attention to patients after discharge.  A key component of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high 
numbers of patients are readmitted, prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.” 
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The article continues, “With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial consequences to take action.  
Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to 
their home.  The Medicare reimbursement change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about 
patients on an outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.”  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to foster a new 
type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality care and reduced costs.  The care 
coordinator will work with the member’s hospital to allow a better coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  


As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up with a patient’s action plan.  This 
will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, pharmacists, and others, who can review the member’s initial 
completed assessment data and make a recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The 
review team can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient’s records. 
 


Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 


 
 


SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 
Care Coordinator  
This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical experience is required and preference will be given to 
those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: 
Notifying the member of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 
manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress of a member.  Routinely 
the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the improvement of a member’s health care.  It will also be 
essential to maintain interaction with the member’s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member 
and the provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will also address any 
language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 


Social Services Coordinator 
The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical science or related field.  Also 
requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with 
people with disabilities.  The Social Service Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which 
involve the member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator will also 
address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community resources/social agencies in a 
member’s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a member how to care for their individual medical or 
behavioral health care needs. 
 


Nurse Care Management Supervisor  
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This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of experience in a medical or behavioral health setting 
and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret 
governmental regulations as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 
Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the public in general.  
Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and tracking performance. 
 


Behavioral Health Specialist 
The staff for this position will possess a master’s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a program which qualifies for 
licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This 
position also calls for at least four years of full time professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative 
or management position. This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 
communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 


Administrative/Management 
The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be responsible for: 


• Hiring staff 
• Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 
• Enrollment/disenrollment of members 
• Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 
• Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 
• Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 
• Referral and authorization processes 
• Assist with claims submission 
• Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 
• Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the care coordinator will be 


handled 
 


Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 
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The flow chart above describes the member’s movement through the care coordination system, and the services that are available 
as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit 
the system at any time during the process.  The member’s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered 
a vital part of the support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member’s care plan.  This 
caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the member receives needed services 
and the best quality of care.  
 


The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA’s experience with existing care 
coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear to have relevance for Oklahoma’s dual eligible population.  
OHCA will implement a care coordination program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program 
success and that appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features are: 
• Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 
• Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  
• Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 
• Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient’s hospitalization and enhance the care coordinator’s potential to 


manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 
• Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 
• Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  Some practices have made 


onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients privately before or after their visits. 
• Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 
• Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 
• Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 


After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform ongoing assessments.  Should a 
member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may 
also be given a referral from a behavioral health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information 
on behavioral health resources convenient to their geographic location.   
 
Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-morbidities.  Behavioral health is an 
important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities 
(including substance abuse issues) and must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  
Currently, both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute psychiatric 
hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a care coordination model with such a 
focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have 
access to and are knowledgeable about the importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the 
service system.  It is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through the 
vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting with community-based 
resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  
Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement 
with the vendor(s).  Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service available in 
the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and 
other community resources, the member can be referred to help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
             


OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are necessary for a 
comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project staff will oversee the procurement process 
and subsequent contract award and development; the implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the 
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information services platform to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and 
member service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward project outcomes. 
A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to obtain stakeholder input from 
beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared 
savings to include in the financing structure. 
 


Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by predictive modeling software, which 
will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, 
based on the risk assessment for each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 
SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling and measurement, clinical 
surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to 
identify members with the most complex and comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to 
use the MedAI software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care management 
systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical and financial decisions.  MedAI’s website 
describes its strength as a provider of analytics for healthcare9.  
 


The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting members’ participation, 
progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for 
multiple professional users to access health records, and a care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if 
a face-to-face meeting is not warranted for the decision about the members’ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 
coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, care coordinators will receive 
claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims 
information, member history information, PCP information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to 
develop an action plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of concerns, 
develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall coordination of care among various 
disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management 
(Atlantes Levels of Care) are: Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. Additional 
levels of care can be added as needed.  
 


Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of quality metrics that will be used 
to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and 
the care coordinator can support the member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational 
entity that provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that comprise 
effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active engagement by the member, family and 
others involved with the healthcare of the member.  
 


As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at a minimum) the standards 
already established in the state’s existing care management programs.  In regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be 
available for the care coordinator to access the history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been 
reviewed, the care coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the individual’s 
family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the member through the developed care 
plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for 
tracking adjustments, claims, finance information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, 
and contracts on a member’s account. 
 


                                                 
9 www.medai.com. 
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The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be contracted out to vendors.  At this 
time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination 
services provided by the vendor through contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and 
monitoring cost savings. 
 


In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and concluded that care 
coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared factors that build on existing services.  Studies 
conducted regarding care coordination and evidence based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  
1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in person per month for the 


care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 
2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk for hospitalizations to have 


an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of readmissions. 
3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 
4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital staff to provide programs 


with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 
5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member’s cases.  Physicians that participated in the studies 


ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet prior to or after health care appointments.          
6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 
7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 


The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care coordination will apply all of 
these elements to provide the best quality of services to members addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, 
diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer’s, Arthritis, and 
Affective and other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, and other 
aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 


This chart shows how all components of a member’s care will have to work together, with the Care Coordinator being the missing 
link between the member and any of these services. 
 


Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 
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Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled the timelines and intent of the 
demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the 
project design.  Since September of 2011, dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, 
including, but not limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose membership includes 
dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, government staff, elected officials and anyone who has 
an interest in the design of a service delivery model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid10.  
 


The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  Project staff members also 
see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of workgroups are aware of the related tasks and 
recommendations of other workgroups, and those principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder 
Meeting dates and location(s): 
1st Stakeholder Meeting September 29th, 2011  Boldt Construction Center    
2nd Stakeholder Meeting  November 30th, 2011  Metro Technology Center 
3rd Stakeholder Meeting  January 19th, 2012  OHCA 
4th Stakeholder Meeting  March 22nd, 2012  OUHSC College of Allied Health 
5th Stakeholder Meeting April 20th, 2012  OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 
6th Stakeholder Meeting May 3rd, 2012  Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 
7th Stakeholder Meeting May 14th, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 
     


Workgroups were assembled into four groups.  They are: All things Communications; Care Coordination; Behavioral Health; and 
Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder 
Meetings.  The majority of our workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 


Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health  
 


Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders and workgroup invitations 
were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited 
to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an 
overview of the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our community partners 
from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and community mental health centers.  This proved to be very 
effective and gathered excellent feedback for our member’s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create 
relationships with stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving 
the citizens of our state. 
 


People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare members.  Complaints are 
to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 
of the Member Handbook, written in English and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member’s denial of services or treatment, 
as requested by their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission appeals11.  
 


OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders to focus on 
planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency 


                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at www.okhca.org/Dual-el 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf  
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challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff 
conducted numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task 
oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The 
planning and development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 
design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and involvement of many 
stakeholders.  
 


Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the involvement and support around the 
agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting 
to discuss the opportunity, and then follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller 
sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 


After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through email, web updates, and 
attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to provide feedback, starting with their comments about the 
program design, and thereafter.  Upon implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as 
advisors to dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a scheduled basis, along 
with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to OHCA’s public information office, “a number of voices 
help to shape SoonerCare programs and policies.” 
 


The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care services and make 
recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial concerns related to the administration of the 
agency; Information related to the management, and operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well 
as consumers and other state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 


 


Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive feedback about the project.  
www.okhca.org/dual-el. 
 


Financing and Payment 
OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying the resources needed to enter 
into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the 
challenges of the upfront investment in care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from 
resulting savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or exceeding 
established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 


Oklahoma’s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing Medicare and Medicaid enrollment 
figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it 
seems a logical conclusion to examine increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of 
services.  OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are dually eligible. 
 


PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health care initiatives for government-
sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for 
SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually 
eligible in Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually eligible in that time period 
was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid 
not covered by Medicare, without the full range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for 
the period of time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model creates potential 
for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for the target population.  Targeted for reduction 
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are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is 
supported by patterns of expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 
current care coordination model literature). 
 


Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 
  Medicare      Medicaid                                    Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 
Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 
LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 
Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 
Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 


High-level analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these 
members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial 
years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and 
projections for subsequent years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive 
modeling that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where 
cost savings may be achieved.  
 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 
Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category PMPM Spending Total IP 
Admissions 


Total OP Visits Total SNF Days Total Physician 
Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 
5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 
9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 
These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first year due to Care Coordination. 
 


A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to refine savings estimates, to 
reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic 
care coordination program will ultimately encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of 
behavioral health conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of co-
morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member’s behavioral health needs before seeking to improve their physical 
health and chronic care self-management skills12.  The first year of the project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an 
integrated services model.  In future years, the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more 
effectively prevent or reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits13.  
 


                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk based contract with an outside 
vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be 
accomplished by releasing a request for proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a 
qualified vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  The vendor(s) will 
receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   
The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP has been released, the OHCA 
will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver 
program is intended to be statewide covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 


Expected Outcomes 
The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to CMS.  Program data is organized 
and distributed monthly via “Fast Facts.” Member satisfaction will be tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance 
Department monitors claim accuracy and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key 
metrics related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes of evaluation by 
CMS. 
 
After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following services:  Emergency Room 
visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services 
will be reported monthly, along with methods of reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated 
into the care coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care management 
offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital admissions with the dual eligible population.  
Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in 
reducing costs to overall patient services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure 
education from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of Michigan Hospital 
who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge.  This study showed 
improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination 
could reduce emergency room visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 
decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall lower expenditures 
 


Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting adherence to pharmacologic 
regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. However, after three years, with care coordination overall 
reduction in prescription coverage is likely to occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of 
durable medical equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor’s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to show the 
following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 


Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 


Outcome Results 
• Increase member participation  in health literacy and medical 


adherence   
• Increased member scheduled appointments with PCP 
• Increased kept appointments with PCP 


• Increased member participation in disease –specific 
education and self-directed care 


• Increased number of action plans being followed 


• Increase in primary care provider use and expenditures.  
increased expenditures in year 1 , year 2, and leveling off in 
year 3 


• Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab work. 
• No change in annual expenditures 


• Increase in physician specialty use with decreased expenses 
 


• Decrease in total expenditures related to physician specialty 
services 


• Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- decreased • Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 
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expenses in year 1 and subsequent decreased visits by people 
who are dually eligible 


• Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions (within 30 
days, 60 days, 90 days) 


• Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 


• Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare skilled 
nursing days 


• Better management of overall health for duals 
• Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  


• Increase in home- and community-based service use and 
expenditures.   


• Increase in HCBS expenditures 


 


Analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these members could 
yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more 
specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent 
years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  that can be used in 
advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. 
Based on current spending and applying anticipated cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care 
coordination. 


Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 


Services Total Spending % quality outcomes Yr. 3 for RX year 1 year 2 year 3 
Inpatient $428,856,323.40 0.05    


 
  


$21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 
Outpatient $142,411,656.10 0.03 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 
LTC $517,853,846.08 0.03 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 
Prescriptions $324,698,399.00 0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95 $16,234,919.95 $32,469,839.90 
Physicians $157,435,269.40 0.05 


 
$7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 


 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
The state’s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for the Oklahoma Medicaid 
(SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma heading and controlling costs of state-purchased 
health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external 
vendor(s) so additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 


The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange for the release an RFP that 
supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to 
follow regarding adherence to documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 
selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for day to day operations of the 
proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for 
Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible 
for hiring prospective staff to include: 
• Program Management 
• Nurse Care Coordinators 
• Social services workers 
• IT staff 
• Administrative staff 
 


Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules have been identified as needing 
to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or 
rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
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There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the SoonerCare Silver program 
will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except 
for those areas covered by the THIZ, PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 
program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care coordination services as part 
of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 


The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by most states.  The Oklahoma 
State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, 
and requests for legislative funding would be considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely 
solely on the costs savings projected through the reductions available through implementation14. 
 


Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination program for people who are 
dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively implement the project that will require funding for three primary 
components very early on.  Those components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring 
for dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care coordination RFP; and 3) 
funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about people who are dual eligible and their patterns of 
hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after 
implementation, it will be difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 


There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with implementation.  Care coordination 
services may have an impact on services already in the state plan and within waiver administration.   
 


Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform that will manage dual eligible 
enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual 
eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible 
activity in the service delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the projected costs 
savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a platform for services to the duals, and 
administer the program for the eighteen months until the first reimbursement payment. 
 


The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, 
serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state’s 
mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for 
member enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state health department 
(OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have significant impact and state level agencies in any state 
should be able to use the care coordination program to deliver a complex range of services. 


 


Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use assistance at some time.  As a 
result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more 
fully engaged in, more fully informed about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care 
services. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  


                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


19 
 


The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs striving to 
improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 
• Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired conditions would decrease 


by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 
60,000 lives saved over three years.  


• Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during a transition from one care 
setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions would be reduced by 20% compared to 
2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 million patients would recover from illness without suffering a 
preventable complication requiring re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  


 


OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce health care acquired conditions, and 
work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop 
collaborative learning for hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 


HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  
OHCA’s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care Strategies (CHCS) for reducing 
racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA continues to build on key actions steps that include: 


1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation of silos.  
2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the HHS Disparities Action Plan.  


 


OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing “Improving Health Care Quality 
for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,” to ensure programs provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations 
while improving health disparities. 
 


Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a 
multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the 
inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated 
care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of 
these methodologies into graduate medical education. 
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a 
Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of population level 
protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of these methods into the graduate medical 
education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 
Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary care services 
through participating practices. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 
Statewide 


79,891 


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration Approximately 3,200 
Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 


Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 
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Financing Model PMPM Payment 
Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed 
information) 


THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 
Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 
Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 
Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three or more comorbidities. These members require extended 
coordination of care and in many instances benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a 
mental health diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in unnecessary hospital 
admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor coordination between primary care and behavioral health 
remains a major barrier to care. Further, members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based 
support services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The integration of primary 
care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are necessary to address gaps and barriers to care 
present in the current health system.  
 


While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the clinician’s lack of access to data 
about the entirety of the members’ clinical history or current clinical utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician’s 
ability to provide timely and appropriate care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in 
addressing this issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the emergency 
department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other complex or acute health needs. 
Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care 
physicians will have an enhanced capability through the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and 
identification of those in need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 
member care plans of providers across the community. 
 


Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each provider often acts alone, 
unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the 
patient. In addition, communication amongst providers across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. 
Medications and orders often change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care 
plan are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as physical therapy, 
hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational 
therapy, as well as environmental modification, personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to 
communicate back to the prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 
barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this issue. Through such a 
mechanism the member’s care plan would be centrally held within the community health information exchange and, ideally, managed 
by the member’s primary care physician. Evidenced based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated 
into the integrated care plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 


Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and diabetes directly benefit from the 
integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a 
well-developed practice and the capacity to coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease 
management protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been unattainable in 
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most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the clinical practice to maximize quality and 
lower cost.  
 


While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery system, it is critical to focus on 
those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new 
providers represent the physician leaders of tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, 
demanding an environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be tightly 
integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in which advanced tools can be 
leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
 


To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to 
incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 
management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence 
based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 
education.   
 


Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University of Oklahoma, SOCM 
operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the “Health Access Network”. This program builds 
upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. 
The HAN contributes skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, epidemiology and 
biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation and training methodologies. Through this 
program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to receive services at which point all those members assigned to the 
providers’ Patient Centered Medical Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly 
successful in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. Currently, the HAN 
provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model could easily be extended to support the dually 
eligible population within the state.  
 


We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN’s administrative function will allow for the 
enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for 
example). Upon joining, those practices and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service 
and/or payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 


Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK region and who are identified as 
receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members 
across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified Health Centers spanning 
six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of Home and Community Based Providers, numerous 
hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services 
providers are brought together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 


Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient interviews, CMS utilization patterns, 
as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach 
focusing on: 


1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  
2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population 
3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  
4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease,  
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5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
 


Redesign of the Care Team: 
SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost dually eligible members.  
Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). 
Teams are comprised not only of individuals in traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral 
health specialists, Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central facilitator of the 
member’s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social settings. This key role serves to ensure all 
necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most 
members will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, 
‘high-touch’ interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. A proposed 
care coordination tier model follows: 
 


Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   
• Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and automated health 


reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care 
needs and alert the provider to send notices to the Member.    


 


Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    
• Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman’s Care Transitions Intervention 


(CTI) and Mary Naylor’s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals 
Medicare Beneficiary readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by managing 
disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and improving access to social, community and 
home based support services. Such interventions will improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  
This program would allow the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 
addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health Information Exchange (HIE). 
 


Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such as immunizations and wellness 
exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support 
for managing targeted chronic diseases. Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices 
are being followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are achieving desired quality 
and adherence standards.   
 


Community Level Integrated Care Plan 
At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed of discreet sections 
pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP captures and summarizes all pertinent information 
that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated 
medications, allergies, and the primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates 
not only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient’s desired health goals, listing actions plans for 
each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list “reading better” and “walking daily” as two principal health goals. 
Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on improving the patient’s glycemic control and preventing vascular 
complications. Meanwhile, the Care Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus 
reducing the symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review progress with the 
primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder 
and member focus groups indicate that when patients, physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals 
facilitated by a coordinated ICP, health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
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Long term support and Community Based Services: 
Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and community based and long 
term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or disabilities often need long term monitoring and 
assistance with disease self-management, activities of daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must 
engage with community social service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 
stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health services, elder care, FQHC’s, 
housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, 
allowing us to better shape our efforts toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community’s backing, 
care Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which includes those 
members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state’s home and community based long term care services 
system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate 
transitions of care amongst those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 
acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient and quality health care.    
 


Evidence Based Protocols 
Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, diabetes, and COPD.  All 
participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients 
receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and 
establish better information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients are 
empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary hospitalizations, readmissions and 
emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending best practices will be made available for the physicians and care 
coordinators that includes, but is not limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care 
delivery strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and monitored by a 
committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This group will meet as needed on a regular basis 
to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 


Graduate Medical Education 
As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from practice models based on volume 
to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for 
graduating physicians toward accomplishing the ‘Triple aim’ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 
populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods described above into new 
curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such 
as Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of population 
level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon which begin the transformation of the 
future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated in the planning of this 
proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage 
ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program 
stakeholders will continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the outcomes of 
the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements follow: 
 


Meeting        Date 
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Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC)  07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   07/27/2011 
 Provider Focus Group       08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   08/18/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/14/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/15/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services     09/27/2011 
 Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City    09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting     11/02/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       11/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   02/06/2012 
 OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting     03/22/2012 
 


In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged Dual Eligible members within 
the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to determine the presence of gaps in care among members and 
their caregivers. Physician uptake of the Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 


Through focus groups our members told us: 
1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  
2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  
3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   


These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 


Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 
1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such recommendations at home. 
2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, costs of drugs, uncertainty of 


why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians and pharmacists. 
3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of life. 
4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-pharmacologic therapies (e.g. 


counseling) is particularly underutilized. 
5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients – but actual execution of 


such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in coordination are often not communicated back to the 
prescribing physician. 


6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service support but often lack the 
knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 


7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the knowledge/coordination 
with the primary care physician.  


8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, laboratory results) 
inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be time-consuming for care coordinators and 
providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 


9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain unknown to their providers. 
10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. Physicians’ understanding of their 


patients’ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens remains poorly understood. 
 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


25 
 


Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 
1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers to benefit patient care. 
2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each other. 
3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient’s goals of care. The Care Coordinator can 


capture the ICP. 
4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 
5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients will require regular, high-touch 


interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the level/extent of services patients will require. 
6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to excessively high levels of 


dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  
7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be integrated with office personnel 


and operational systems. 
8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, to ensure that data is shared 


among providers and coordinators. 
9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no more than four to six 


homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 
10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the Care Coordinator, and shared 


with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress 
toward their stated goals in the ICP. 


 


Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a patient-centered, population 
health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. Providers shall actively engage members, families and 
caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that 
incorporate strong linkages to community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 
recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of members in decision making.  
Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint and grievance process and are encouraged to express their 
concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 


Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, language, sexual orientation, 
disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in languages other than English to include, but not limited to 
Spanish. Members have access to care, timely post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments 
within normal hours of operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 
coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and implementation of their care 
plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to further enhance and strengthen their support, and 
promote their own self-care, independence, culture and autonomy. 


 


Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality medical care, which is often 
delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and 
emergency room visits whenever possible.  


 


Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by member rights that support 
individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 


Financing and Payment 
The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk adjusted based on a three 
year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the 
initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving 
achieved to reflect efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core function 
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support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this enhanced, non-visit based compensation 
to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams (care managers, community health workers social workers, 
pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data 
analysts. 
 


Expected Outcomes 
The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics related to the model’s clinical 
quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of services, and cost outcomes for the target population. 
Member experience will be reported by participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices’ standard 
business operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate continued best practices 
and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of 
performance.  
 


The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 
Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  
Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B 
Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 


NQF 0064  


Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient Facility NQF 0097  
Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be avoided B) 
Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 


NQF 0022  


Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 
Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty care MyHealth 15  
Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the actual visit, 
but the time at which the appointment is made) 


MyHealth 16  


Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  
Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 
Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 
CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 
All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  
30 Day Readmission CHF   
CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   
The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for the population enrolled. The 
PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care coordination, analytics other services necessary to support 
the effective implementation of the program and associated care model within participating practices.  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
Tulsa proposes an extension of the state’s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in place. The HAN provides focused 
care management, care coordination, and care transition services as well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid 
population within the state.  The HAN further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates 
improvements in care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation and 
assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid Health Access Network provides an 
economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the 
following measures will be undertaken: 
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• Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and metrics unique to this proposal.  
• All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home model.  
• Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and provider level quality metrics.  
 


Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption of standard processes 
across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the included appendices) 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the future may impact the ability to 
implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the 
combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 


Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health Access network program 
throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 
39,000 members. As enrollment increases, additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and 
productivity. This program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be expanded to support 
additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 


A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 


CMS Implementation Support—Budget Request 
A proposed budget is included within the appendices. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, “all in” approach to CMS initiatives to improve care for individuals and 
populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded either to the community, or a community partner of the 
University. Programs which may positively impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 


Awarded:  
Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 
Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 


Submitted:  
CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 
    Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact of its use. 
CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 
    3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in community 
 


Pending Submission:  
3026, MyHealth – community partner 
    Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 
Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – community partner 
 


Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 


Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and older living in 
the geographic region of proposed ICS site. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  


Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 
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Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and a rural area of 
the state.   


Summary of Covered Benefits  
All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits currently available to 
members enrolled in a PACE program 


Financing Model Capitated model 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 
detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 
Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care program.  The PACE model is 
centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with chronic care needs and their families to be served in the 
community whenever possible.  PACE is a federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their 
communities and out of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and rehabilitation 
facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally 
to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential 
growth.  There are 86 operating PACE programs in 29 states15.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  Although, PACE 
has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 


There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and only PACE program sponsored 
by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible individuals living within the five surrounding counties of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are 
eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as a result of 
being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much independence as possible within the 
community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves 
approximately $103,587 a month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 


Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to establish a design that utilizes the 
solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better 
care, better health, and increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 
integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for substantially more people than it 
currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 


There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible 
for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic 
service area will be eligible to participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 
who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who are dually eligible and do not 
reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City 
and/or Lawton and in at least one other area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, 
Lawton and three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both Medicare and 
Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be eligible for the ICS program.  
 


Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 


                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 


Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 
Cleveland County 3,730 
Muskogee County 3,128 
Leflore County 2,651 


 


Care Model Overview 
The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 
Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 


• Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 
• Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of care as defined by the state. 
• Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 


well as some functional limitations as determined by at the minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 


Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 
• The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs of the individual participant 


with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social 
Worker. 


• The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as consistent with state law and 
have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to assessments, care planning, and providing primary care 
to participants. 


• The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided to participants. 
 


The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability potential and growth of the traditional 
PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who 
are age 45 or older in the state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential of 
allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility will allow the states to utilize the 
ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the 
traditional PACE model is the notion of preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent 
on an individual’s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed upon preventive care 
services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve care and better manage the use of Medicare and 
Medicaid covered services provided to these individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of 
individuals who would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 


The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of expanding the growth and 
capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based 
on the needs of the individual participant with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed 
modification would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team with 
requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the participant’s individual health needs has 
the potential to enhance program efficiency without compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for 
Nurse Practitioners as consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs a 
challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is limited by the PACE center’s 
ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of 
finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is 
not intended to eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the provision of all 
necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult day health care center, senior centers, 
etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming 
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PACE providers.  This modification will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior 
center and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of constructing a building, that 
comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 


OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the state where a high 
concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of 
the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the 
modifications requested. The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is being 
piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the ICS provider.  The specified 
geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 


Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in the Medicaid program at their 
county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if 
they have not met the automatic qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 
inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those individuals who reside in the 
service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may 
qualify for. 
 


Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  The eligibility criteria for the 
ICS program will be as follows: 


• An individual must be 45 years of age or older 
• An individual must live in the defined service area 
• An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 
• An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 


limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of Care 
• An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as determined by the ICS provider 


 


Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation period where they will be assessed 
by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the 
individual.  After the plan of care is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 
staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns with the plan of care.  Following 
this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed by the individual, thereby establishing the individual’s 
enrollment in the program.  
 


The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the delivery and management of all 
covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated 
primary and behavioral health care to program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of 
participants across providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and providers 
of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative processes, including outreach and education, 
customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 


The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through Medicare will be available to 
participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care 
by the IDT will be provided.  The services that are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an 
emergency service.  A more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in Appendix G.  
 


The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE model is an innovative, fully-
integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of society.  The PACE model’s focus on prevention and wellness 
has resulted in health improvements and cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and 
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experience less pain, fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost to the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 


In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a comprehensive, primary care 
model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical 
processes16.  Those four processes are the development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of 
all medical, psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care that addresses 
all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for the care of the patient; and promotion of 
patients’ and their family caregivers’ engagement in their own health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care 
and better outcomes among PACE participants compared to HCBS clients17.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 
status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal vaccines; fewer unmet 
needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of depression; and better management of health care.  
 


PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of improving participants’ 
quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low 
risks of long term nursing home placement.  The risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period 
of 3 years.  Fewer than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their enrollment18.  
PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations than their counterparts in other Medicaid 
funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of 
Medicaid home and community based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 
day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible members in 200819.  These 
numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE participants.  
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a variety of entities across the 
State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we garnered the attention of some who had previously shown 
interest in PACE and enlightened individuals who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-
mail, phone, and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to gain the insight of 
individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and spoke at various board and advisory committees, 
and conferences.  We also had two member attended focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed 
increased interest and had additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 
stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 


Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,  
Aging Services      July 21st, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Tulsa Health Community Leaders    August 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Daily Living Centers     August 2nd, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation     August 3rd, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  August 4th, 2011  Wilburton, OK 
Share Medical Center     August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Eastern Economic Development District   August 11th, 2011  Muskogee, OK 
Metropolitan Better Living Center    August 12th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
St. John’s Metropolitan Baptist Church   August 16th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 


                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach’s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The 
Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Ada Senior Care Center     August 17th, 2011  Ada, OK 
Morton Comprehensive Health Care    September 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center     September 8th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Chickasaw Health Administration    September 12th, 2011 Ada, OK 
Full Circle Senior Adult day Center    September 20th, 201 1Norman, OK 
Shawnee Senior Center     September 21st, 2011 Shawnee, OK 
Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions   November 1st, 2011  Ada, OK 
Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum)  September 29th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 


Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental meetings attended. 
 


Via Christi HOPE PACE Center    August 18th, 2011  Wichita, KS 
OHCA Board Retreat     August 24th, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting  October 12th, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Medical Advisory Committee     November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors Meeting January 10th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
County Health Department     January 12th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference   March 13th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting  April 10th, 2012  Talihina, OK 
 


Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the challenges that are presented with 
the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up 
and operations costs, not being able to provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, 
and the inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic and ADHC and staff).  
Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing 
the requirement to meet nursing facility level of care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current 
members.  Also, in response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a participant 
can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to provide services to participants while a 
physical center is being established or in place of the establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE 
requirements.  The proposed design offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is 
both accessible and highly efficient.  
 


The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of rights will be designed to protect 
and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for 
establishing an internal grievance and appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve 
medical and non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a formal written 
appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal 
ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA 
will provide ongoing monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 


Financing and Payment 
The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS model.  The State plans to 
enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide 
comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 


Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk capitation payment type. CMS 
and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates 
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based on the identified participant sub-populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants 
who meet the minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 
limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state will set another standard rate for those 
who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost 
of long term care services.  
 


Expected Outcomes 
The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such program utilized by OHCA is 
MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs 
associated with those members. Dual eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state 
and chronic illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient compliance, and 
provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed 
care, partially capitated managed care and patient centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. 
Oklahoma’s MMIS uses HP’s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims per 
month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 


The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are based on the outcomes that 
have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 


Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 
Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 


Decrease in avoidable hospitalizations Decrease in admissions after 60 days 
Decrease in admissions after 90 days 
Decrease in admissions after 120 days 


10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 


Decrease in Emergency Room utilization Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 
Decrease in number of prescribed drugs Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 


Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 
5% Decrease 


Increase in preventive care services Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 
Increase in participant satisfaction with care Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans 
were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total 
operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a 
contract agreement with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 


OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement the proposed demonstration.  The 
1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and 
comment, public hearings to seek public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 


The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope 
to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design 
and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix I. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the proposal.  The proposed plan must 
be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the 
proposed plan is not found to be budget neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and 
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Demonstration application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the proposed 
demonstration.  
 


The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability and desire to make 
application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is not limited to participation by the current PACE 
organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program 
agreement requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as a PACE 
organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and CMS to review.  The RFP and 
application process will have to be completed before full implementation of the design can begin.  
 


The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE program model progressed from 
inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and 
a Medicaid state plan option.  The proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from 
a single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the possibility increased 
program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the potential of being replicated at other current PACE 
sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple states.  
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Appendix A 
Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 


 
The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial Infarction, Chronic Kidney 
Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive 
Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use20.  


 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 


Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 
Diagnostic Category Members % of Total Members Member Months Total Medicare/ Medicaid 


Spending 
1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  
2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  
3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  
4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  
5. Ischemic Heart Disease  19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  
6. Chronic Kidney Disease  10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  
7. Coronary Artery Disease  11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  
8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  
9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  
10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 


 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  


PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 
Spending 


Total IP 
Admissions 


Total OP 
Visits 


Total SNF 
Days 


Total Physician 
Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  
5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  
9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  


 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Appendix B 
Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibilty 


 
Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States. If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
Here are some simple guidelines: 
You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay premiums if:  


• You already get retirement benefits from Social Security or 
the Railroad Retirement Board.  


• You are eligible to get Social Security or Railroad benefits 
but have not filed for them.  


• You or your spouse had Medicare-covered government 
employment.  


 
If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having to pay 
premiums if you have:  


• Received Social Security or Railroad Retirement Board 
disability benefits for 24 months.  


• End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain requirements.  
While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if you meet one of 
those conditions, you must pay for Part B if you want it. The Part B 
monthly premium in 2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 
titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when you turn 65 even if 
you are not eligible for Social Security retirement benefits. 
 
 
 


• Adults with children under age 18 
• Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 


(TANF) program are automatically eligible for health 
benefits.   


• Adults with children under the age of 18 who do not receive 
TANF may, in some circumstances, also be eligible for 
medical services.  


• Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 
• Children under the age of 19 and pregnant women whose 


family incomes meet  
• Aged, Blind or Disabled 
• Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if they meet the 


financial criteria.  
 


To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a person will need to 
apply for and receive a disability determination from the Social 
Security Administration. To be considered disabled, a person must 
have a physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that appears 
reasonably certain to continue at least 12 months without significant 
improvement and that substantially impairs his/her ability to perform 
labor or services or to engage in a useful occupation.  
 
In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may qualify to have 
medical benefits pay their Medicare premiums, co-payments and 
deductibles as a Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified 
Disabled and Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low Income 
Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more information about these 
programs).  
 
The recipient's monthly income and resources must meet guidelines. 
People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" group may also 
qualify for a State Supplemental Payment. 
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Appendix C 
CMHC Service Areas 


 
City   Program  Telephone  


El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


405-262-3209  


Elk  City   
Beckham County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


580-323-6021  


Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  
supportive residential program  


580-357-7967  


Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  


405-321-7331  


Norman  
Transition House, Inc.  
supportive residential program 
http://www.thouse.org  


405-360-7926  


Oklahoma 
City   


NAMI Oklahoma   
advocacy group  


405-230-1900  


Oklahoma 
City   


Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 
advocacy group  


405-604-6975  
or toll-free at 1-888-
424-1305  


Oklahoma 
City   


Oklahoma County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


405-858-2880  


Oklahoma 
City   


Parents as Partners 
Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 


Health  


405-232-2796 
or toll-free at 


1-866-492-KIDS  


Oklahoma 
City   


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 
Department of Pediatrics  
screening for effects of prenatal  
substance abuse exposure  


405-271-6824  
Ext. 110  


Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  580-762-8121  


Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  
youth crisis intervention  


918-647-4196  


Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  


918-749-2141  


Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 
homeless  


918-585-3337  


Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa   
advocacy program  


918-582-8264  


Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  918-495-0770  


Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  
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Appendix D 
SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 


 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Feb 1 thru 29, 2012 


Draft proposal document 
Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 
Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 
Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK duals 


Dual eligible staff 


Feb 1 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 


Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 


Dual eligible staff 
PHPG consultants 


Feb 27 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 


Create  draft dual eligible proposal Dual eligible staff 


Mar 15 thru  
May20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and leaders 
Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


Dual eligible staff  
Stakeholders 


Mar 22 to  
May 20, 2012 


Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS Dual eligible staff 


May 31  thru  
Jun 15, 2012 


Determine requirements for implementation and start date 
Clarify potential rule changes and SPA’s 
Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, identification and data exchange 
Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 


OHCA staff 


May 31 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 


CMS proposal review 
CMS 
OHCA staff 


June 15 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 


Develop MOU with CMS 
Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 


CMS 
OHCA staff 


Jun 1 thru  
Jul 30, 2012 


Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 


Aug 15 thru  
Sep 30, 2012 


Finalize MOU with CMS  
Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 


CMS 
OHCA staff 


Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 


Sep 1 thru Oct 1, 2012 Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 


Dec 1, 2012 thru  
Feb 1, 2013 


Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  implementation,  Dual eligible staff 


Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 


Oct 31 thru  
Dec 31, 2012 


Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 
OHCA staff, vendor, 
CMS 


Jan 1 thru Jul 1, 2013 Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation strategy. OHCA staff, vendor  


Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration OHCA staff, vendor 
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Appendix E 
THIZ Workplan/Timeline 


 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 
Integrate stakeholder comments 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


OHCA/THIZ and 
Stakeholders 


Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 


Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 


Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 


Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 


Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 


Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 


Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 
Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 


THIZ 


Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  


Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 
Budget Requested for THIZ 


 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 


Staff Project Manager 
 


Project Management, program development, staff and 
contract supervision 


1.0 $87,619 


 Clinical Analyst 
 


Develop new systems as necessary to support the 
implementation for the proposal. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Data Analyst 
 


Develop metrics and measurement tools necessary for 
evaluation of the program. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of system. 
Make recommendations for change based on data 
available. 


.5 $40,200 


 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 
organizations in fulfilling the model 


1.0 $67,464 


 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and report 
measurement metrics. 


1.0 $67,464 


Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 
HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and analysis 


platform, data transfer and management 
 $100,000 


Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem for 
required meetings 
Mileage for meetings 
 


Use funds for state staff travel necessary to support 
the design activities and discussions with federal 
partners ,Quarterly Project meetings, community 
meeting mileage  


3 staff 
@ 4 meetings 
 
Mileage 


$ 22,000 
 
 
 


Meetings Member/Stakeholder 
Community  


Regional meetings to introduce care coordination 
model, meals for guests, facilities 


 $ 40,000 


Supplies and Materials  Member mailings, brochures, training materials, and 
publications 


 $ 10,000 
$105,000 


Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 
Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 
Integrated Care Sites Benefits 


 
The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 


 


 
 


• Primary Care Services
• Nursing Center
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Recreational Therapy
• Nutritional Counseling
• Social Services
• Meals


ICS 
Facility/Contracted 


Facility 


• Dentistry
• Optometry
• Audiology
• Podiatry
• Cardiology
• Rheumatology


Medical Specialists


• Home Health Care Services
• Personal Care ServicesHome Care Services


• To and from the PACE Center
• To and from all medical appointmentsTransportation Services


• All Necessary prescription Drugs
• Pharmacy Services


Prescription and 
Medication Management


• Acute Hospital Care
• Respite Care
• Family/Caregiver Support Services
• Medical Equipment and Supplies
• Laboratory Tests
• Hearing/Vision Services
• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary)
• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team


Other Services
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Appendix H 
Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 


Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 
Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE 


• Overview of Duals Project 
• Cherokee Elder Care 
• Adult Day Center vs. PACE 
• PACE Enrollment 
• PACE Disenrollment 
• Availability of Partnerships 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Partnerships would avoid duplication services 
• Transportation is major barrier 
• Funding is major Barrier 
• Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 
• Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 


 


Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 
Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 14 
Discussion Topics • Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 


• Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 
• Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 
• Overview of PACE 
• Challenges of PACE 
• Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• PACE marketing may be challenging 
• Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 
• Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in PACE due to age 


 


Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 
Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 6 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• Financial Impact of PACE 
• Cost of Starting a PACE program 
• Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 
• Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 
• Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 
• Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 


 


Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  
Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• Possible partnership to develop PACE 
• PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  
• Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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• Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 
Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 
• Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 
• Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 


 


Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 
Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• City’s involvement in establishing PACE 
• Possible locations for PACE in Alva 
• Infrastructure and Transportation 
• Stability of PACE 
• Financial Model of PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 
• No adult day health program in the town 
• Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 
• Area is very rural 


 


Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 
Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of Duals Project 


• Overview of PACE Expansion 
• Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 
• Locations for possible PACE Center 
• Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Start-up costs is a barrier 
• Location for PACE center/services 


    


Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 
# of Attendees 32  


Questions Responses 
How many people receive Medicare benefits? • Majority of hands raised 
How many people receive Medicaid benefits? • Some hands raised 
What are some things you like about your current health plan? • Medicare pays the bills 


• Medicare does the paperwork 
• Likes supplemental insurance plan 
• Likes mostly everything about plan 


What are some things you dislike about your current health plan? • Does not cover eye care 
• Does not cover vision care 
• Does not cover dental care 


Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor’s visit. • Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 
• Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 
• Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  
• No time spent on answering questions about personal health 


What health benefits/services are most important to you?  • Eye care 
• Ear care 
• Dental care 
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• Foot Care 
• Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 


How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan? • Most people fairly satisfied 
• Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity of 


medications for what they pay 
• Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 


How would you feel if your health services, social interaction, meals, 
and therapy were located in one location? 


• Too Good to Be True 
• Sounds like Obamacare – don’t like it 


 
Additional Comments/Concerns • Wants a health care plan that does not charge a premium 


• Does not want to travel outside home area for routine care 
• Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 
• Would like PCP to listen more 
• Would change PCP if necessary to get better care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 
Parties 


July – September 
2011 


• Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 
• Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 
• Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE expansion 


State PACE Staff  


October – December  
2011 


• Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
• Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather information regarding trends 


in PACE implementation 
• Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to organizations 


State PACE Staff 


January – February 
2012 


• Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 
• Create draft dual eligible proposal 


State PACE Staff 


March – May 
2012 


• Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 
• Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 
• Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 
• Submitted Final Proposal 
• Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 


State PACE Staff 


June – July  
2012 


• CMS proposal review 
• Release RFI 


CMS/OHCA 


July – December 
2012 


• 1115 Waiver application process 
• Review RFI 
• Release RFP 


PACE Staff/OHCA  


January – March 2013 
• Review RFP responses 
• Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 


State PACE Staff 


March – December 2013 
• Review ICS Applications 
• Approve  ICS Application 


State PACE Staff 


January 2014 • Program Implementation ICS organization 
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Member is determined a 


Care Coordinator 
Contacts member 


Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 


most acute primary 
care needs 


Intake 
Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 
Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 
disease(s) and adherence to 
prescribed drug treatments. 


Assessment 
CC will look at other services member 
has access to including but not 
limited to having a case manager or 
monitoring and supporting one’s own 
health. 


Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 
of care and other guidelines. 
Adherence to their doctor’s 
treatment plans, motivation to adopt 
healthful lifestyle changes. After 
Action plan is agreed upon, determine 
method of future contact. 


Future methods of contact est. 


Approval 
Satisfaction 


Survey 


Acceptance 
And member 
continues to 


manage health 
effectively Next steps 


Determine next 
intervention 


Reassess action plan 


Reassess member and revisit 
action plan 


ICT 
ICT and CC identifies appropriate 
steps to enhancing member’s needs 
developing a care plan. CC may only 
need to review member’s records. 
Based on ICT, patient is now in 
(SoonerCare Silver) Care 
Coordination.  
For example: Specific behavioral and 
cognitive goals are set for each 
patient and monitored regularly.  
(Regular contact with Case Manager) 
 


Intake process 


Action Plan 
developed with 


(ICT) 


Review Action 
Plan with Member 


Continued contact with 
member 


Follow up is action being 
followed? 


Member Follow up 


FLOW CHART is BASED on: 
• Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 


Wellness Principles 
• Self-directed Care with a liaison to 


PCP office and to member 
• Evidence based Proven principles 


from OHCA 








September 28, 2012 
 
Summary of Duals effort over the past 5 months: 
We submitted the final Dual Eligibles proposal to CMS on May 30th after posting it on 
the OHCA website for thirty days.  Once CMS received the final proposal, it was posted 
on the CMS website for public comment until June 30th.  The submitted proposal 
contained a three pronged approach to care integration for dual eligible including a state 
wide Care Coordination model known as SoonerCare Silver, OU’s care coordination 
model through their THIZ, and the creation of Integrated Care Sites (PACE-like model).  
 
What’s occurred, what feedback/info we’ve gotten from CMS, info shared on calls 
(managed FFS & cap models?), etc.  
 
The proposal was posted on the CMS website and the end date for removal from public 
comment was July 1st.  On June 27, 2012 we received an e-mail from Kerry Branick, our 
CMS lead, stating that she had received 5 public comments on the proposal.  We were 
instructed that after the comment period closed, all comments were taken into 
consideration for formal feedback to the state.  We had our first question and answer call 
with CMS on August 31st. This call was targeted at questions regarding the State wide 
care coordination model only.  We have been instructed that follow up calls for the other 
two parts of the proposal will be scheduled for a future date.   
 
Updated instructions from CMS so far have clarified that for the managed fee for service 
model; there will not be a three way contract between OHCA, CMS and the Vendor.  A 
MOU between CMS and OHCA will be created and any money paid from the shared 
savings model will be paid to OHCA.  OHCA will then need to contract with the Vendor 
and pay out savings received from CMS to the Vendor.  There will be no payments made 
for a minimum of 18 to 24 months after the MOU is signed.  
 
Internally, OHCA staff has been working on the RFP for the care coordination model and 
received instruction that OHCA could release the RFP prior to the final MOU being 
signed.  Language will be included in the RFP making the award of the contract 
contingent upon a successful MOU with CMS.  The final revisions are being made to the 
RFP and it will be circulated internally prior to public release.  
 
Discussion on the needed waiver application for the ICS model has been initiated.  At this 
time, we are awaiting some clarification from CMS on the most appropriate waiver to use.  
To date we still have not received formal feedback from CMS regarding the ICS model.   
 
OHCA staff has been in regular contact with OU, but they are waiting for formal 
feedback from CMS before progressing with implementation plans for their care 
coordination model.  
 
On August 6th, we participated in the discussion with other states on the quality strategy 
for the demonstration and minimum savings rates.   
 







A timeline of next steps i.e. Fed negotiations, RFP, award, implementation, etc. 
Over the last few months (July and August) we have been working with OHCA’s Legal 
department, finalizing our Request for Proposal.  The release has been postponed 
awaiting some clarification from CMS regarding the timeline for the MOU. The tentative 
date for release to the public is the end of October. 
  
Tentative Timeline: 


• June 30, 2012-October 31, 2012 Develop MOU with CMS 
• June 30th-October 1st: Develop terms and conditions for RFP 
• August 1, 2012-October 31, 2012: Finalize MOU with CMS  
• October 31, 2012: Release RFP  
• November 1, 2012- December 1, 2012: Review RFP responses and select 


proposal 
• December 1 to December 31, 2012: Award contract 
• January 2013: Begin implementation meetings to develop final project design and 


implementation strategy. 
• July 2013: Begin demonstration 






ACA Medicaid Policy & Guidance

Major Parts Opposed by Oklahoma

Medicaid Eligibility (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 435)

Parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults (should a state choose to pursue the Medicaid Expansion option) are excluded from Advanced Premium Tax Credits (APTC) and coverage through the exchange if their household Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) is under 133 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Additionally, if the above mentioned groups are otherwise eligible and enrolled in Medicaid, they are ineligible for APTC and coverage through the exchange.  

Policy Recommendation: Provide parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults the opportunity to choose between coverage through Medicaid, the exchange (with use of APTC), or other non-public coverage.

Medicaid Benefits for Medicaid Expansion (ACA Title II Section 2001 and Title I Section 1302)

The ACA mandates that Qualified Health Plans offered on the exchange provide a federally mandated “essential benefit package.” The ACA also mandates that newly qualified Medicaid adults receive a benchmark benefit which must be at least as generous as the essential benefit package. The essential benefit package must contain at minimum ten categories including: (1) ambulatory patient services; (2) emergency services; (3) hospitalization; (4) maternity and newborn care; (5) mental health and substance abuse services, including behavioral health treatment; (6) prescription drugs; (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices; (8) laboratory services; (9) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management; and (10) pediatric services, including oral and vision care. Federal regulations require that mandatory Medicaid benefits include all essential health benefit categories and  Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT) services; family planning services; and non-emergency transportation to medical care. 

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to define a benefit package for newly qualified adults that may or may not include mandatory Medicaid benefits that aren’t typically offered on non-public health plans. Specifically, States should not be required to include coverage for non-emergency transportation. 

Medicaid Cost-Sharing for Medicaid Expansion (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 457)

Additional guidance from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) per the State Operational Technical Assistance (SOTA) Team received on August 22, 2012 indicated, “Nothing in ACA changed 1916 or 1916A of the [Social Security] Act so current cost sharing rules will continue to apply in 2014, including for the new [Medicaid Expansion adult] group. The cost sharing rules in place under the State plan apply to groups subject to benchmark coverage. If the State wants to apply a different cost sharing to the groups covered under a benchmark, it must submit a 1916A cost sharing SPA that subject to the requirements of 1916A of the Act and the regulations at 42 CFR Part 457, including the public notice requirements at 447.56.” Current Medicaid regulations bound by Section 1916 indicate that states can charge limited premiums, enrollment fees, copayments, and other out-of-pocket costs on limited groups of Medicaid enrollees with income above 150 percent FPL. For all groups with income below 150 percent FPL, the nominal Medicaid cost sharing rules must apply. Current nominal cost sharing for some services ranges from $0.50 to $3.00 per service.

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to assess cost sharing amounts for newly qualified adults that exceed nominal Medicaid levels. Specifically, States should be allowed to define cost sharing policies that mirror those offered by non-public health plans.

Sources:  

http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Topics/Cost-Sharing/Cost-Sharing.html

http://www.nashp.org/sites/default/files/maxenroll%20Bachrach%20033011.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ148/html/PLAW-111publ148.htm

http://www.medicaid.gov/AffordableCareAct/Provisions/Provisions.html

http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8090.pdf
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Comparison of Adult Health Coverage in SoonerCare, Insure Oklahoma (IP)


Type of Service / SoonerCare Traditional SoonerCare Choice Insure Oklahoma


Cost-Sharing Feature Individual Plan (IP)


Out-of-Pocket Limit
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income


Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income


Copay/Deductible Nominal copays Nominal copays Various Copays


Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage


Behavioral health and substance abuse services
Covered - some services may require 


a $3 copay


Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay


Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 


physician services limit per month. Copays 


vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per 


visit
Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various 


health assessments and counseling; lab & 


screening tests and necessary follow-up care)


N/A N/A No coverage


Dental services 


Emergency extractions; $3 copay per 


service. Limited benefits for pregnant 


women.


Emergency extractions; $3 


copay per service. Limited 


benefits for pregnant women.


Limited dental benefits for pregnant women


Diabetic supplies for self-management Covered Covered Covered - $5 copay


Durable medical equipment


Covered when prescribed by medical 


provider and may require prior 


authorization. $3 copay per claim


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization. $3 


copay per claim


Covered when prescribed by medical 


provider with copay ($5 for supplies and 


oxygen; $25 for DME) $15,000 annual 


maximum limit


Emergency Department (ER services)


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-emergency 


diagnosis 


Covered medically necessary - 


$3 copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis  


Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)


Family Planning services 


Birth control information and supplies - 


Pap smears - Pregnancy tests - Tubal 


ligations and vasectomies


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal 


ligations and vasectomies


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Hearing services Covered evaluation only Covered evaluation only No coverage


Home health care services


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when prescribed by 


a physician - $3 copay per visit


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization 


when prescribed by a physician - 


$3 copay per visit


No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 


intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only


Inpatient hospital services 
Covered - $10 copay per day up to 


$90 max per admission


Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
Covered - $50 copay per admission


Immunizations (as recommended by the 


Advisory Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered as recommended for adults


Covered as recommended for 


adults


Covered as recommended for adults - $10 


copay towards medication, administration 


not covered


Laboratory and X-ray
Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist


Covered - $3 copay per service 


at specialist


Covered - no copay for standard radiology 


($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, 


MRA, PET, CT)
Long-term care Covered No coverage No coverage


Mammograms Covered Covered Covered - no copay 


Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered


Orthodontic services No coverage No coverage No coverage


Outpatient hospital and surgery services
Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 


Covered medically necessary - 


$3 copay per day per visit 


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay 


per visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay 


per visit
Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered - no copay 


Optometric Services
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only


Coverage for eye diseases or 


eye injuries only


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 


only - $10 copay


Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered service


Personal care
Covered as prescribed in treatment 


plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan
No coverage


Physician services
4 visits per month; including any 


specialist visits- $3 copay per visit


Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 


visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-


PCP visits per month - $3 copay 


per visit


Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 


Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 


per visit


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered


Covered - $50 copay for inpatient 


admission


Prescription drugs 


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug costing 


$10.00 or less, $1.20 copay per drug 


costing $10.01 - $25.00, $2.40 copay 


per drug costing $25.01 - $50.00, 


$3.50 copay per drug costing $50.01 


or more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 


or more; no copay for 


maintenance drugs


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 


copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 







Prosthetic devices


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Limited coverage with prior authorization


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 


copay per admission


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services
Covered Covered No coverage


Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization
90 days without an 


authorization


90 days without an authorization - Copay 


same as prescription drugs
Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)
Covered Covered Inpatient - $50


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, 


Occupational
15 visits per year - hospital outpatient


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient


15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - 


$10 copay per visit


Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage


Vision equipment & therapy No coverage No coverage No coverage








Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan


Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO


Out-of-Pocket Limit n/a
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income
n/a


Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income
n/a


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income
$5,000/family $5,000/family $5,000/family


Copay/Deductible None Nominal copays None Nominal copays None Various Copays Various Copays $350 individual/$700 family None $350/$700 family


Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage No coverage
Covered as medically necessary $50 copay per 


occurrence; waived if admitted


Covered - $100 per-day copay, no 


deductible. $150 copay for air/sea 


transport.


Covered - $100 per-day copay. 


$150 copay for air/sea transport.


Covered - no copay or deductible if 


accident-related; 15% copay if not.


Behavioral health and substance abuse services Covered
Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay
Covered


Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay
No coverage


Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 


physician services limit per month. Copays 


vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per visit


Covered; Copays vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - 


$10 per visit


Licensed professional services - $20 


copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 


precert required, $250 copay per 


admission, no deductible, unlimited 


days


Licensed professional services -$25 


copay. Inpatient - precert 


required, $150 copay per day up 


to $750, unlimited days.


Licensed professional services - $10 


copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 


precert required, 15% copay.


Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered


Case- and disease-management 


services offered.


Case- and disease-management 


services offered.


Non mentioned. Lab Card pays 


100% outpt lab work. 


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various health 


assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 


and necessary follow-up care)


Covered N/A Covered N/A No coverage No coverage
No copay for preventive visits and well 


baby/well child
Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Dental services 
Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 


fillings & crowns


Emergency extractions; $3 copay 


per service. Limited benefits for 


pregnant women.


Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 


fillings & crowns


Emergency extractions; $3 copay 


per service. Limited benefits for 


pregnant women.


No coverage Limited dental benefits for pregnant women
Various dental benefits and copays effective 


October 2010


Cleaning 2X year paid at $16 for 


adults, $22 for children <13, no 


copay or deductible. Other services 


simularly capped. Filling paid $25 


for <13 hrs old, $16 for >13.


Cleaning 2X year covered with $25 


copay. No coverage for fillings or 


most other dental procedures.


Cleaning 2X year covered with 50% 


coinsurance. X-ray capped at $150. 


Filling paid at $21.


Diabetic supplies for self-management
Covered, plus one glucometer 


per year
Covered


Covered, plus one glucometer 


per year
Covered No coverage Covered - $5 copay Covered - $5 copay Not covered. Not covered. Not  covered.


Durable medical equipment


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may require 


prior authorization. $3 copay per 


claim


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may require 


prior authorization. $3 copay per 


claim


No coverage


Covered when prescribed by medical provider 


with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 


for DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit


Covered when prescribed by medical provider 


with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 for 


DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit


Covered when prescribed - 15% 


coinsurance.


Covered when prescribed - 30% 


coinsurance.


Covered when prescribed - 15% 


coinsurance.


Emergency Department (ER services) Covered


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis 


Covered


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis  


No coverage Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted) Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)


Covered - no deductibe or copay 


for accident, 15% coinsurance for 


other emergency.


Covered - $125 copay


Covered - no copay or deductible 


for accident; 15% coninsurance for 


emergency.


Family Planning services 


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 


and vasectomies


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 


and vasectomies


Men and women age 19 and over - Birth 


control information, services and supplies. 


Gardasil for men and women through age 


26. Tubal ligation & vasectomy for persons 


age 21 and older - no copay for any family 


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Covered - 15% coninsurance for 


services.


Covered - $25 copay for services, 


$150 copay for surgery,
Covered - 15% coinsurance.


Hearing services
Covered - evaluations, hearing 


aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only


Covered - evaluations, hearing 


aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only No coverage No coverage Newborn screening only


Covered if due to illness/injury - 


$15 coinsurnace; hearing aids paid 


with no deductible up to 


$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 


set in 3 years)


Covered if due to illness/injury - 


$25 copay; hearing aids paid with 


no deductible up to 


$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 


set in 3 years)


Covered if by MD/DO/audiologist - 


15% coinsurance.  Hearing aids 


$250/each copay, no deductible, 1 


set every 5 yrs


Home health care services


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician - $3 


copay per visit


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician 


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician - $3 


copay per visit


No coverage
No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 


intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only


36 visits covered annually without prior 


authorization when prescribed by a physician: 


$10 copay per visit


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 


visits/yr


Covered - $25 copay per visit, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 


visits/yr


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 50 


visits/yr. 


Inpatient hospital services Covered 
Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
Covered


Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
No coverage Covered - $50 copay per admission Covered - $50 copay per admission


Covered - $250/admission, no limit 


to days.


Covered - $150/day up to 


$750/admission, no limit to days.


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


precert. required


Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 


Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered


Covered as recommended for 


adults
Covered


Covered as recommended for 


adults
No coverage


Covered as recommended for adults - $10 


copay towards medication, administration not 


covered


Covered - No copay  Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Laboratory and X-ray Covered
Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist
Covered


Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist


Services related to family planning only - 


no copay 


Covered - no copay for standard radiology 


($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, 


PET, CT)


Covered - no copay for standard radiology ($25 


copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, PET, 


CT)


 Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 


levels


Covered - No copay for lab/EKG; 


$25 copay for x-ray, EEG, 


ultrasound; $75 for specialized 


scan


Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 


levels; no copay or deductible if 


LabCard


Long-term care Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Mammograms Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - No copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice


SoonerPlan


OHCA Planning Development 4 10/2/2012







Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan


Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice


SoonerPlan


Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered


Orthodontic services Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered when prior authorized Not  covered. Not  covered. No coverage


Outpatient hospital and surgery services Covered medically necessary
Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 
Covered medically necessary


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 


Services related to family planning only - 


no copay 


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 


visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per 


visit


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 


visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per visit
Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $75 copay/day/facility Covered - 15% coinsurance


Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered Covered Contraceptives only - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay No coverage No coverage No coverage


Optometric Services Covered
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only
Covered


Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only
No coverage


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 


only - $10 copay


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries only - 


$10 copay


Exams only related to medical 


condition - $20 copay


Exams only related to medical 


condition - $25 copay


1 exam annually for Children < 22 - 


no copay; adult coverage for eye 


diseases/injuries only - 15% 


coinsurance


Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered service Covered service Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7


Personal care
Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Physician services Covered
4 visits per month; including any 


specialist visits- $3 copay per visit
Covered


Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 


visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-


PCP visits per month - $3 copay 


per visit


Physician visits and physical exams related 


to family planning only - no copay 


Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 


Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 


per visit


No copay for preventive visits and well 


baby/well child. Other visits $10 copay


Covered - $20 copay PC provider, 


$30 copay specialist (no deductible)


Covered - $25 copay PC provider, 


$35 copay specialist


Covered - $10 copay PC provider, 


$20 specialist (no deductible)


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered Covered Covered Pregnancy tests for women - no copay Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Prescription drugs Unlimited coverage


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 or 


more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


Unlimited coverage


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 or 


more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


Contraceptives only - no copay 
6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 


copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 


6 per month limit; generic preferred. $5 for 


generic - $10 for brand name 


Retail and internet pharmacy - 


limited to 90-day supply, 20% 


coinsurance generic, 30-45% for 


brand name.  Mail Service - $15 


copay generic, $70-95 for brand 


name


Retail and internet pharmacy - 


limited to 34-day supply initially 


(then 90-day), $10 copay generic, 


$40 to 50% brand name. Mail-


order - no benefit. 


Retail pharmacy - limited to 30-day 


supply, $5 copay for generics, 50% 


or $200  max for brand name. Mail-


order - 90-day supply, no initial 


copay (then $15 copay), 50% or 


$500  max for brand name


Prosthetic devices
Covered when prior authorized; 


Orthotics are Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Covered when prior authorized; 


Orthotics are Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


No coverage Limited coverage with prior authorization Limited coverage with prior authorization Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - 30% coinsurance
Covered - 15% coinsurnace, not 


foot orthotics


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 copay 


per admission


Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage
Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered 15% coinsurance


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services
Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization No coverage
90 days without an authorization - Copay 


same as prescription drugs


90 days without an authorization - Copay same 


as prescription drugs
Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, no copay if prescribed.


Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)
Covered when prior authorized Covered Covered when prior authorized. Covered No coverage Inpatient - $50  Covered with prior authorization - $50 copay


No mention. RSAT Centers 


ineligible.


No mention. RSAT Centers 


ineligible.


Covered - $10 copay per visit, no 


deductible 


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational


Covered when prior authorized 


except initial treatment which 


does not require PA


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient


Covered when prior authorized 


except initial treatment which 


does not require PA


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient
No coverage


15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - $10 


copay per visit


 Covered with prior authorization - $10 copay 


per visit


Covered with prior authorization - 


$20 copay/visit, no deductibe, 


limited to 75 visits/year


Covered with prior authorization - 


$25 copay/visit, limited to 50 


visits/year


Covered with prior authorization - 


15% coinsurance, limited to 60 


vistis/yr for OT & PT, and 30/yr 


speech.


Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $150 copay/surgeon
Covered - 15% coinsurance, no 


deductible


Vision equipment & therapy
Eyeglasses only unless medically 


necessary. No therapy.
No coverage


Eyeglasses only unless medically 


necessary. No therapy.
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 15% 


coninsurance


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 30% 


coninsurance


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 15% 


coninsurance; Outpatient vision 


Methodology and Footnotes
1. Largest three state employee plans were provided by Diana O’Neal, Director of Finance, OSEEGIB, 2/29/12.
2. Largest HMO identified by Oklahoma Association of Health Plans executive director Laura Brookins in 3/22/12 e-mail.
3. The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
4. The health plans have not verified the accuracy of this comparison. More detailed descriptions, and perhaps a uniform questionnaire, would be necessary to perfectly compare coverage differences and limitations.
5. Largest three federal plans were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12.
6. Largest three small-group plans in Oklahoma were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12 based on 6/30/11 enrollment, http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125.pdf


Plan information was provided to OHCA by the carrier, using the reference number of the plan provided in the HHS guidance.
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Type of Service /


Cost-Sharing Feature


Out-of-Pocket Limit


Copay/Deductible


Ambulance or emergency transportation


Behavioral health and substance abuse services


Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various health 


assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 


and necessary follow-up care)


Dental services 


Diabetic supplies for self-management


Durable medical equipment


Emergency Department (ER services)


Family Planning services 


Hearing services


Home health care services


Inpatient hospital services 


Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 


Committee of Immunization Practices)


Laboratory and X-ray


Long-term care


Mammograms


State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO


HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care


$2,800 individual, $8,400-


$9,900/family depending on 


network status. Limit excludes 


copays, ER deductibles.


$2,500 individual, $5,000 family $3,000 individual, $5,000 family


$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$2,000-$8,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$1000 individual, $2000 family


$500/$1,500 family None None $1,000/$3,000 family $5,000/$15,000 family $1,000/$3,000 family


Most popular is       $750/$1500 


family &       $1000/$2000 family 


amounts;  $500/$1000 family 


available .


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - $50 copay


Covered - 20% coinsurance. No 


limit on visits or treatment days


Covered - Inpatient, $1,000 


copay/admission; outpatient, $35 


copay.


Covered - Inpatient, $250/day 


copay up to $750 max; outpatient, 


$25 copay.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$500 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


Covered - Inpatient $250 copay; 


partial inpatient $125 copay; 


intensive outpatient $62.50 


copay; outpatient $45 copay.


Medical Case Management during 


business hours.


Medical Case management during 


business hours
Not covered Non mentioned Non mentioned Non mentioned 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline


Covered - no copay or deductible, 


limited to 8 in first year, 4/yr for 


age 1-2, 2/re for age 3-5, 1/yr 


thereafter.  


Covered - no copay Covered - no copay
Covered - $20 copay. Deductible 


and coinsurance waived. 


Covered - $35 copay. Deductible 


and coinsurance waived. 


Covered - $20 copay. Preventive 


services rated A/B covered 100%.
Covered - no copay


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for stabilization of natural 


teeth due to injury only.


Covered for stabilization of natural 


teeth due to accidental damage 


only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Not for accidental injury to teeth 


within 72 hours of injury.


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $35 copay Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance
Covered - 20% copay, exempt 


from out-of-pocket limits


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance
Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 


Limited to $5,000 per year.


Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 


Limited to $5,000 per year.
Covered -20-40% coinsurance


Covered - 20% copay, annual 


max benefit of $3000.


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional ER deductible of $100, 


waived if admitted


Covered - $200 copay, waived if 


admitted


Covered - $150 copay, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - $150 copay


Covered - 20% coinsurance; 


diaphrams & other devices 


excluded.


Covered - $35 copay for PCP, $50 


specialist. $500 copay for surgery.


Covered - $50 copay for services in 


office setting
Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-40% coinsurance


Unstated coverage. Surgically 


implanted devices and diaphrams 


excluded.


Covered - Standard copay, limited 


to one/year, excludes 


comprehensive exam. Hearing aids 


covered only for children <18. one 


set every 4 years.


Covered - No copay with PCP. 


Hearing aids covered only for 


children <18, one set every 3 


years, $5,000 max/yr.


Covered for children with no copay 


if by PCP. Hearing aids covered 


only for children <18, one set every 


4 years. 


Covered for children < 18 - 20-


50% coinsurance, one set hearing 


aids every 4 years. Adults - 


Covered only in connection with 


treatment of disease or injury


Covered for children < 19 - 20-


50% coinsurance, one set hearing 


aids every 4 years. Adults - 


Covered only in connection with 


treatment of disease or injury


Covered for children < 19 - 20-50% 


coinsurance, one set hearing aids 


every 4 years. Adults - Covered 


only in connection with treatment 


of disease or injury


Covered - screening through PCP 


only. Hearing aids covered only 


for children <18. 


Covered - 20% coinsurance. 


Limited to 100 visits.
Covered - $50 copay. Covered - $25 copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits
Covered - 20% copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible


Covered - $1,000 copay per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $750 max.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$500 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $1000 max.


Covered - no copay or deductible. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay.


Covered - 20% coinsurance.


Covered - No copay for standard 


lab, radiology; $200 copay for 


specialized scans.


Covered - No copay for lab or 


radiology; $250 copay for 


specialized scans.


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center 


- 20-50% coinsurance


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center 


- 20-50% coinsurance


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center - 


20-40% coinsurance


Covered - No copay for lab or 


outpatient radiology; $150 copay 


for specialized scans.


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered - < 40,  1/year, $30 copay 
PCP and $50 copay specialist; >40, 


no cost if network.


Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  


per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 


per year for 40+.


Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  


per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 


per year for 40+.


Covered - no copay or deductible; Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
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Type of Service /


Cost-Sharing Feature


Nurse midwife and birthing center services


Orthodontic services


Outpatient hospital and surgery services


Over-the-counter contraceptives


Optometric Services


Patient Advice Line 


Personal care


Physician services


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)


Prescription drugs 


Prosthetic devices


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center 


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment 


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services


Stop Smoking (cessation) products


Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational


Transplant services


Vision equipment & therapy


1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.


State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO


HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma


Covered No coverage for births at home No coverage
Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


No coverage for births at home or 


non-network provider. 


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $500 copay per surgery Covered - $250 copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$200 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for surgery


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$200 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for surgery


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered  - $200 copay.


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery.


No coverage No coverage Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage Not covered


Covered - $30 copay PCP, $50 


specialist; 20-50% coinsurance


Covered - $35 copay PCP, $50 


specialist


Covered - $25 copay PCP, $50 


specialist


Covered - $20 copay, 20-50% 


coinsurance, waived for first 6 


visits


Covered - $35 copay, 20-50% 


coinsurance, waived for first 6 visits


Covered - $20 copay, 20-40% 


coinsurance


Covered - $35 copay PCP, $45 


specialist


Covered - 20% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay first visit only 


to PCP, $50 specialist; $1,000 


copay for hospital admit.


Covered - $25 copay first visit only; 


$250/day copay for hospital admit, 


$750 max.


Covered - $20 copay 1st visit only; 


20-50% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay 1st visit only; 


20-50% coinsurance.


Covered -$20 copay 1st visit only; 


20-40% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay first visit 


only; $250/day copay for hospital 


admit, $1000 max.


Limited to 30-day supply, up to $10 


copay generic, $15-30 preferred 


brand, $60-120 non-preferred 


brand.


Limited to 30-day/100-unit supply; 


$5 copay generic, $30 preferred 


brand, $60 non-preferred brand.


Limited to 30-day supply; $10 


copay generic, $50 preferred 


brand, $75 non-preferred brand.


50% coinsurance in-network, not 


subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 


max. $10,000 stop-loss.


50% coinsurance in-network, not 


subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 


max. $10,000 stop-loss.


$12/30% copay for generic, $25 for 


preferred brand; $25/30% for non-


preferred brand. Dispensing limits, 


prior authorization, step therapy, 


specialty program apply.


Covered as a rider only.


Covered - 20% coinsurance No coverage Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered - 20% copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible for non-network. 


Limited to 30 days.


Covered - Copay?
Covered - only thru MHNet 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible for non-network.


Covered - COPAY?
Covered if contractually affiliated 


with a hospital
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage


Not covered Not covered No coverage No coverage No coverage
No coverage except for 


authorized transplants.


Covered - $5 copay Covered - $10-50 copay Not mentioned Not mentioned No coverage Not covered


Covered Covered Covered Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered -  $250 copay


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


limited to 60 visits.


Covered - no copay if inpatient, 


$35 copay if PCP, $50 if specialist; 


limited to 60 days per episode.


Covered - no copay if inpatient, $50 


copay if outpatient; limited to 60 


days per event.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-40% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered - $35 copay , limited to 


60 days per disability per year.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - $1,000 per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $750 max.
Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance


Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $1000 max.


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery.


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-40% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is corrective lenses 


after cataract surgery (1 per 


lifetime).


The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
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ID Task Name Start Finish


1 1 Policy Sat 3/3/12 Mon 2/24/14


2 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/30/12


3 i) Populations Served Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


4 (1) New Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


5 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


6 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


7 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


8 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


9 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


10 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


11 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


12 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


13 i) Populations Served Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


14 (1) New Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12


15 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12


16 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


17 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


18 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


19 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


20 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


21 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


22 ii) Enrollment Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


23 (1) Online Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


24 (2) Paper Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


25 (3) Fax Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


26 (4) Telephone Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


27 (5) Agency Partners Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


28 iii) Eligibility Determination Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


29 (1) Income - MAGI Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


30 (2) Household makeup Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


31 (3) Verifications Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


32 c) State Plan Amendments Eff. 10/1/13 Sun 4/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


33 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


34 ii) Draft to public Tue 1/1/13 Wed 4/3/13


35 iii) Public Review of Plan Tue 11/6/12 Mon 3/25/13


36 (1) Tribal Consultation Tue 11/6/12 Thu 1/24/13


37 (2) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


38 (a) Board of Directors Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


39 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


40 (c)  Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


41 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


42 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


43 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


44 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


45 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


46 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


47 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


48 iv) Final to CMS Fri 5/10/13 Mon 9/30/13


49 d) Waiver Amendment for 1/1/13 Sat 3/3/12 Sat 12/15/12


50 i) Draft Plan for Waiver Populations Sat 3/3/12 Thu 8/30/12


51 ii) Feedback from CMS Tue 4/3/12 Thu 8/30/12


52 iii) Submit transition plan to CMS Sat 9/1/12 Sat 9/1/12


53 iv) Modify plan based on Leadership guidance Tue 11/6/12 Sat 12/15/12


54 d) Permanent Policy (effective date 10/1/13) Sun 4/1/12 Thu 5/9/13


55 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Fri 12/28/12


56 ii) Public Review of Plan Wed 10/31/12 Wed 3/13/13


57 (1) Publish Notice of Rulemaking Intent Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12


58 (2) Tribal Consultation Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12


59 (3) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


60 (a) Board of Directors Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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61 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


62 (c) Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


63 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


64 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


65 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


66 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


67 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


68 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


69 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


70 iii) OHCA Board Consideration Thu 3/14/13 Thu 3/14/13


71 iv) Legislative Consideration / Approval by May 6, 2013


– Rules Committee


Mon 3/25/13 Mon 5/6/13


72 v) Governor Consideration / Approval by May 9, 2013 Mon 3/25/13 Thu 5/9/13


73 e) Rates & Standards Tue 1/1/13 Mon 2/24/14


74 i) SPARC approval Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13


75 ii) Final approval Sat 3/30/13 Mon 2/24/14


76 2  Insure Oklahoma Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14


77 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


78 b) Seek Guidance from CMS re: MAGI, Elig., Enrollment Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


79 c) Incorporate IO Changes into SPA, Waiver, Rules Sun 4/1/12 Sun 3/31/13


80 d) Develop seamless transition plan for IO members Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/2/13


81 e) Outreach to members, employers, providers, agents Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


82 f) Implement Changes Tue 10/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


83 g) Monitor transition impact Tue 10/1/13 Tue 12/30/14


84 3 Provider Network Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14


85 a) Assess areas for recruitment Tue 5/15/12 Wed 1/1/14


86 i) Develop recruitment plan Tue 5/15/12 Fri 7/13/12


87 ii) Pursue recruitment areas Sun 7/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


88 b) Design and draft changes/amendments to contracts Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


89 i) Draft new language in contract Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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90 ii) Circulate for approvals (CMS, legal, advisories) Tue 1/1/13 Mon 3/25/13


91 iii) Finalize new contract / amendment June 2013 Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


92 c) New/modified (amendment) contracts executed Thu 8/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


93 i) Provider Info entered into system Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13


94 ii) Provider info available through OE Mon 9/2/13 Mon 9/30/13


95 iii) Providers available to be selected at application Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


96 d) Outreach to medical 


schools/residency/associations/licensure boards


Sat 1/1/11 Tue 10/1/13


97 e) Recruitment of contract candidates Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


98 f) Onsite visits with contract candidates Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


99 h) Semi-annual recruitment session Mon 4/1/13 Tue 4/30/13


100 i) Semi-annual recruitment session Tue 10/1/13 Wed 10/30/13


101 4) SoonerCare Operations Sat 1/1/11 Wed 12/31/14


102 a) Assess Programmatic Impact Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


103 i) Dental Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


104 ii) Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


105 iii) Medical Authorization Unit Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


106 iv) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


107 v) Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


108 vi) Quality Assurance Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


109 vii) Child Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


110 viii) Behavioral Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


111 ix) NET / SoonerRide Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


112 x) Indian Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


113 xi) SoonerCare Supports Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


114 (1) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


115 (2) Patient Centered Medical Home Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


116 (3) Non-emergency Transportation Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


117 b) Assess Quality Improvement Areas Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


118 (i) Chronic conditions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


10/1
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119 (ii) Preventive education / services Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


120 (iii) Functional families Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


121 (iv) Work capability considerations Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


122 c) Implement Quality Improvement Strategies Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14


123 d) Monitor Care Coordination/integration with HIX Wed 1/1/14 Tue 12/30/14


124 e) Monitor Member Transitions Wed 1/1/14 Wed 12/31/14


125 f) Refine Process/Training Tue 4/1/14 Wed 12/31/14


126 5 Benefits Package Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


127 (a) Seek guidance from state leaders Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


128 (b) Seek guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


129 ( c) Analyze regulation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


130 (d) Identify draft package and PCMH/HAN delivery model Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


131 (e) Collaborate with external agencies Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


132 (f) Prepare cost analysis Sun 7/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


133 (g) Incorporate into SPA/Rules/Waivers Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


134 (h) Public Review of Package Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


135 (i) Rules approval/disapproval by Legislature / Governor Mon 4/1/13 Thu 5/30/13


136 (j) SPA / Waiver approval/disapproval by CMS Fri 5/31/13 Mon 9/30/13


137 6 Marketing, Outreach & Education Tue 5/1/12 Mon 12/30/13


138 a) Tribal Consultation Tue 5/1/12 Mon 7/2/12


139 b) Statewide and County-level needs assessment Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


140 c) Conduct Surveys, Interviews, Focus Groups Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


141 1) Providers Mon 10/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


142 2) Members Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13


143 3) Communit Partners Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


144 d) Survey Results to Workgroups Mon 4/1/13 Sat 6/1/13


145 e) Develop Outreach / Education Plan Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


146 f) Conduct webinars, regional meetings, media 


advertisement


Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


147 7 Finance & Reporting Sun 1/1/12 Mon 6/30/14
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148 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on FMAP/Reporting Changes Sun 1/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


149 b) Appropriation Requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


150 Estimate cost increases Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


151  IT programming (no FFP for shadow system) Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


152 Additional FTE Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


153 Revised cost estimates from budget requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


154 Increased claim volume & financial projections Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


155 c) FMAP Claiming Wed 5/16/12 Mon 9/30/13


156 10-state pilot results from CMS Wed 5/16/12 Thu 11/1/12


157  Determine best method for OHCA Thu 11/1/12 Fri 1/18/13


158 Design workflow for FMAP determination Fri 1/18/13 Mon 9/30/13


159 d) New Third-party Liability matches Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


160 e) Identify Changes to Financial Reports Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


161 i) MAR Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


162 ii) CMS 64 Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


163 iii) 283 Reports (enrollment) Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


164 iv) Other / New Reports required? Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


165 f) Fast Facts Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


166 i) Enrollment: new aid categories Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


167 g) Annual Report Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


168 h) Quality Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


169 i) HEDIS, CAHPS Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


170 ii) PCMH Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


171 iii) P’s & Q’s Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


172 i) Monitor / Refine Financing Impact Tue 10/1/13 Mon 6/30/14


173 8 Audit Fri 6/1/12 Mon 6/30/14


174 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on Audit Changes Fri 6/1/12 Tue 12/31/13


175 b) Establish new / changed audit program Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


176 i) State based = OHCA internal, OHCA controls, AG, 


SA&I


Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13
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177 ii) Federal based = PERM, PAM, RAC, etc Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


178 c) Monitor / refine audit procedures Wed 1/1/14 Mon 6/30/14


179 9 Information Services Mon 4/30/12 Tue 12/30/14


180 a) Seek Guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


181 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


182 i) MAGI Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


183 ii) Eligibillity Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


184 iii) Enrollment Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


185 c) Advanced Planning Document / Enhanced FMAP Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14


186 d) Define Aid Categories (newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


187 e) Define Aid Categories (non-newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


188 f) Seek guidance from CMS re: Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


189 g) Identify Eligiblity Process Changes Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


190 i) MAGI Income considerations Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


191 ii) House Composition Sun 1/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


192 iii) State / federal verifications Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


193 iv) Rules engine Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


194 h) Identify Enrollment Process Changes Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


195 i) Capabilities for online, paper, fax, phone, partners Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


196 ii) Member notices / letters Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


197 iii) ID / Membership cards Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


198 i) Identify Changes on Online Enrollment Applications Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


199 i) New Questions required Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


200 ii) Revised Questions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


201 iii) Community Partner Connectivity / use / training Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


202 iv) Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


203 j) Requirements Validation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


204 k) Programming Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


205 l) Testing Mon 4/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


206 m) Training Thu 6/7/01 Mon 6/30/14


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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207 n) System Operational (go-live) Tue 10/1/13 Mon 3/31/14


208 10 Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 6/30/14


209 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


210 b) Assess New / Changed caller questions Sun 4/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


211 c) Identify Options/scripts/assistance from call center Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


212 d) Assess need for Outbound Calls Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


213 e) Work with call center vendor to implement changes Tue 1/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


214 f) Conduct  readiness reviews, refine training Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


215 g) Monitor volume, satisfaction Mon 7/1/13 Mon 6/30/14


216 11 Administrative Agreements / Professional Contracts Sat 1/1/11 Sun 3/30/14


217 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


218 b) Identify necessary new / changed contracts Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


219 (i) Health Management Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


220 (ii) Telligen - Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


221 (iii) HP MMIS Maintenance Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


222 (iv) Integrated Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


223 (v) Logisticare Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


224 (vi) MedSolutions Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


225 (vii) BH prior authorizations Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


226 (viii) ALJ outside contractors Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


227 (ix) AG for appeals Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


228 (x) College of Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


229 (xi) Clinical consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


230 (xii) OT/PT/SLP consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


231 (xiii) HP Call center charges (assume one-time set up fee) Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


232 (xiv) OU – University Printing Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


233 (xv) Automated Mail Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


234 (xvi) Marketing campaign Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


235 (xvii) United States Postal Service - Postage Costs Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


236 (xviii) OU Tulsa - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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237 (xix) OU OKC - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


238 c) Evaluate Required Resources Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


239 d) State Procurement Processes Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


240 e) Issue P.O.'s / Change Orders Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


241 f) Execute Contracts Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14


242 12 Human Resources Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14


243 a) Assessment of Staffing / Training Needs Sat 1/1/11 Sun 9/30/12


244 b) Secure FTE approval from State Leadership Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


245 c) Secure Resources (funding/space/equipment) Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


246 i) Staffing tracks Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


247 (1) Start date July 2013 – Member services staff for 


enrollment activities 10/1


Sat 6/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


248 (a) positions posted Sat 6/1/13 Sat 6/15/13


249 (b) hiring starts Mon 7/1/13 Tue 7/30/13


250 ( c) training Mon 7/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


251 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


252 (2) Start date October 2013 – Call center staff for 


enrollment 10/1


Mon 7/1/13 Tue 10/15/13


253 (a) positions posted Mon 7/1/13 Mon 7/15/13


254 (b) hiring starts Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13


255 ( c) training Thu 8/15/13 Tue 10/15/13


256 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


257 (3) Start date January 2014 – Medicaid 


authorization, care management, claims resolution 


for activities 1/1/14


Tue 10/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


258 (a) positions posted Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/15/13


259 (b) hiring starts Fri 11/1/13 Fri 11/15/13


260 ( c) training Fri 11/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


261 (d) operations start Wed 1/1/14 Wed 1/1/14


262 d) New organizational charts Mon 7/2/12 Wed 1/1/14


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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1 1 Policy


SoonerCare expansions mandated by the ACA will require policy changes that must be approved by federal (CMS) and state (OHCA boards, legislature) policymakers.
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    Verified certificate from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>
      at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT: robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org  
	Email aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us




SecureMail Gateway has certified
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		Part 1  (the whole message):

		Encrypted		Y		This part was successfully decrypted.

		Integrity		Y		Verified integrity check from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT

		Origin		robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org

Email Aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us

		Certificate		Y		Verified certificate from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT

		Origin		robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org
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From: Cindy Roberts
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler (Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov)
Subject: ACA Follow-Up Information
Date: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 11:54:06 AM
Attachments: OHCA Dual Eligible Proposal May 2012.pdf

Summary of Dual Eligible efforts September 2012.pdf
Medicaid Policy Oppositions 9.28.12.docx
Comparison of InsureOk and SoonerCare benefit plans Sept 2012.pdf
Comparison of OK Benefits Plans Sept 2012.pdf
ACA Timeline OHCA 9.28.12.pdf
globalcerts.txt
globalcerts.html

Julie / Katie –
Attached are most of the requests from last Wednesday’s meeting.  Please let us know if (when)
you have additional questions.
Cindy

 
 

1)       Duals proposal submitted in May 2012
2)       Duals update May-Sept 2012
3)       Push-back list of ACA policy changes we would change (Ty & Traylor are looking over this

copy)
4)       Benefit comparison of Insure Okahoma and SoonerCare (with cost sharing)
5)       Benefit comparison of IO, SoonerCare and the Oklahoma benchmark plans as listed in the

ACA
6)       Expanded Timeline of ACA planning

 
In the works - Additional administrative cost analysis specific to the Medicaid Expansion and for
processing applications 5 ways (online, paper, fax, phone, partners).
 
Julie  / Nicole / John have been added to all scheduled meetings as requested. We’ll continue this
practice moving forward.
 
 
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 

24872
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 


This document is Oklahoma’s proposal for “State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals”.  The document 
describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Oklahoma’s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and 
operate an integrated delivery system and payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of 
care for dual eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI), 
Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state’s dual eligible population.   
 


1) Oklahoma’s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery mechanisms for Medicare and 
Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma’s dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an 
interdisciplinary care team, this approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member’s care.  This level of 
integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by SoonerCare and Medicare.  
Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks to improve member access to appropriate services, 
integrate a comprehensive range of services for individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 


2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), the second approach to care 
integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the 
practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to 
facilitate the management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the development of 
community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and e) the integration of these methodologies 
into graduate medical education.  


 


3) Oklahoma’s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated Care Sites (ICS) 
demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
model, while making some modifications to the existing PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to 
benefit from the proven high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 
demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the PACE model. 


 


Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 
In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has designed a model of care 
coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the target population by improving care management and 
access, while reducing costs by improving efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has 
historically been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 


The OHCA care coordination program known as “SoonerCare Silver” aims to improve the integration of care by adding care 
coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a 
bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure 
the member is receiving all the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
work collectively to develop and implement the member’s action plan to achieve a positive health outcome.   
 


Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 


Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 


Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) Statewide  
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Summary of Covered Benefits  
Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits, care 
coordination services will be offered to the eligible full benefit 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   


Financing Model Fee-for-Service 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   September 2011 thru March 2012 
Workgroup meetings:  October  2011 thru February 2012 
Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both Medicare and SoonerCare. 
Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered 
“full benefit” duals. The bulk of Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 
coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-term care services.  Fragmented 
care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  
Recently, national attention is being directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 


In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually eligible SoonerCare members 
by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to 
primary care and behavioral health services, 2) improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to 
the target population.   
 


The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and SoonerCare while providing care 
coordination at the point of member access to services through the two healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this 
program, these dually eligible SoonerCare members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health 
providers in an efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery system as 
quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been differences in benefits, different 
billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination 
of services will reduce member barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the 
comprehensive benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can direct 
members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, and who are more thoroughly 
educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently reoccurring comorbidities.  


 


Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 727,369 SoonerCare 
members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people who were eligible in both categories at the same 
time, and are called dually eligible1.  In June 2011, there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide2.  Total 
enrollment for dual eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 1%, African 
American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 0.7%3.  By age and gender, the demographics 
of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than 
age 65 -22%4.  


                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a different point in time than overall numbers. 
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The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or SoonerCare.  They are 
characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral 
health impairments and have a higher rate of being low-income5.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports 
national trending in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge as they 
constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher percentage of spending.  Looking at those 
without existing case management services, 62 percent were characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates 
of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 
are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 


The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 


 Overall Individuals receiving LTSS in 
institutional settings 


Individuals receiving LTSS in HCBS 
settings 


other 


Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  
Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  
Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  
Individuals with a serious mental illness 8,421 383 1,085 6,953 


 


Care Model Overview 
Oklahoma’s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban counties, Cleveland, Comanche, 
Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state’s population.  Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed 
counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state’s citizens living in one of the remaining 
68 rural counties6.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible members residing in all of 
Oklahoma’s counties with limited exceptions.  
 


Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa’s Health Innovation Zone (THIZ), PACE and the ICS will 
be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care 
coordination services through their current benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare 
Silver program.  
 


General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid Eligibility guidelines are 
described in Appendix B. 
 


Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States.  If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits at age 
65 without having to pay premiums. 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits under 
age 65 without having to pay premiums. 
 
 


In general, the following groups of individuals may qualify for SoonerCare 
services: 
Adults with children under 19  
Children under 19 and pregnant women  
Individuals 65 and older  
Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  
Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer treatment  
Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family planning needs 
In addition to the citizenship and the state residency requirements, a 
SoonerCare applicant must meet categorical and financial requirements. 
SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA’s website 
www.okhca.org 


                                                 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State’s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 
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As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid and Medicare will automatically 
be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the 
program, should they choose to no longer participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential 
members prior to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside vendor, OHCA, 
and CMS. 
 


Oklahoma’s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support for implementation, with a 
variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support for dual eligible members.  These members will now 
be offered the additional service of care coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit 
of care coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member’s services together.  The care coordinator will work directly 
with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such as the nurse case manager, social worker and other 
providers who are currently providing services to the member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing 
Part D services.  Care coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve as a 
liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the community or a facility.  
 


The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA care management program.  This 
program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-
one staff assistance, called “practice facilitation”.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 
software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, practice facilitators 
collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of care through implementation of enhanced 
disease management protocols and improved patient tracking and reporting systems7.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care 
management.  This program is offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive 
modeling software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in education, an 
individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 


Lessons learned from OHCA’s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing appropriate and proficient 
services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  People who are dually eligible, even those with the most 
complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that 
can be modeled for the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population to identify 
opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 


Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management (SCCM).  SCCM is for 
members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are directed to specific programs that address their 
exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited 
to: the coordination of out of state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 
and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for supportive services, such as 
private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 


OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with 
chronic mental illnesses.  Children diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who 
qualify, and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, who coordinates a team 
of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 


Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health centers (CMHCs) and their 
satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, 
                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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assessment and referral services, emergency services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community 
support services designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 
therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All CMHCs provide services to both 
adults and children.  
 


With the integration of health homes, the CMHC’s will have the additional offering of providing wrap around comprehensive behavioral 
health services to eligible members with an established PCP relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated 
facilities and the other ten are contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 
centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about numbers of health homes 
participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as 
Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS’ website www.odmhsas.org.   
 


Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. The purpose is to reduce 
inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS 
Child Welfare Worker, counselor, teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a 
task to be completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a month. 
 


As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually eligible, (HMP excludes dual 
eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) these programs still provide a rich array of information that 
can be used to significantly improve the delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to 
the need for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program’s steady responses to a population who resides in the 
same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of Care are additional programs that will help 
provide a framework of information for providing care coordination to the duals.  


 


Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these programs, members are offered 
case management services.  While case management provides some help with support services and other programs along with 
monitoring a member’s health and welfare, case management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 


A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  complementary to existing 
services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental 
disabilities are assigned a care coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be 
responsible for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual’s needs.  No services will be added to 
those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering care coordination on their existing services. 
 


These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would receive would be oriented toward 
quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a 
member.  Those members not in a waiver or HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare 
and Medicaid savings.8  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual eligible member; 
notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 


Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 


Name Operator Targeted Population Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


Advantage 
Waiver 


OKDHS-
Aging 


Elderly, physically 
disabled 21+ 


HCBS OKDHS 


Case managers from private industry provider agencies develop a 
waiver services plan that takes into account the member’s informal 
supports and other programs.  These providers are responsible for 
monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and 
welfare.  Disease management is not in case management scope. 


                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Community 
Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3 and 
older 


HCBS OKDHS 


For each of these waiver programs, State agency case managers 
develop service plans, which include residential services.  These case 
managers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 


Homeward 
Bound Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


Class members HCBS OKDHS 


In-home 
Supports for 
Adults Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD 18 and older HCBS OKDHS 


In-home 
Supports for 
Children Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3- 17 HCBS OKDHS 


PACE 
OHCA-
OLL 


55 and older 
Capitated 
model 


Medicare 
& Medicaid 


The PACE provider furnishes case management and is responsible for 
development of a service plan. 


Living Choice 
demonstration 


OHCA-
OLL 


19 and older HCBS OHCA 


For these waiver programs, case managers from private industry 
provider agencies develop a transition/community plan that takes into 
account the member’s informal supports and other programs.  These 
providers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 
 
 


My Life; My 
Choice Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates with 
physical disabilities 
and younger than 65 


HCBS OHCA 


Sooner Seniors 
Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates who are 65 
and older 


HCBS OHCA 


Medically Fragile 
Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


19 and older HCBS OHCA 


Nursing 
Facilities or 
ICFs-MR 


OHCA   OHCA 


Member is admitted to facility under physician’s orders and is monitored 
24/7 by staff.  A Minimum Data Set is completed and the care plan is 
developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at least quarterly or when 
a significant change in the member’s condition occurs. 


State Plan 
Personal Care 


OKDHS-
Aging 


All ages 
Personal 
care 


OKDHS 


Nurses from private industry provider agencies develop a personal care 
services plan that takes into account the member’s informal supports 
and other programs.  These providers are responsible for monitoring 
the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and welfare.  Disease 
management is not in the scope of personal care services.  In addition, 
the State agency nurse who assesses the member performs ongoing 
monitoring and makes a determination regarding level of care. 


Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental 
Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the 
Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care Facilities for Mental Retardation 


 
Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care coordinator will review the 
member’s current level of participation to determine if the member is already enrolled in any existing program.  The care 
coordinator will specifically check other OHCA programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers 
and/or State plan services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing specialty 
behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans (SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other 
state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care coordination staff can monitor the member’s participation through 
the case manager or through case management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 
utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 


In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct populations.  
1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 
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2) Nursing facility residents;  
3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  
4) “Target” group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  


 


Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 


Population 
Chronically Ill 
Dual Eligibles 


Medicare 
Member 
Months 


Total Medicare/ 
Medicaid Spending 


PMPM 
Spending 


Total IP 
Admissions 
per 1,000 


Total OP 
Visits 
per 1,000 


Total SNF Days 
per 1,000 


Total Physician 
Visits 


per 1,000 


Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 


ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 


Nursing Facility 10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 


DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 


TOTAL 
(Unduplicated) 


 
78,115 


 
879,729 


 
$2,181,710,259 


 
$2,480 


 
627 


 
5,039 


 
3,319 


 
5,982 


 


Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section will briefly describe potential 
sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service 
system, and will require a new approach to solve an old problem.  
 


ER Utilization Program 
People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital admissions.  As a part of 
implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their professional associations will need to be strengthened.  
The hospitals serve as a significant provider of medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now 
presented to discuss hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 
inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 
2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that is, by definition, “hospitalizations that could have been avoided, 
either because the condition could have been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care”.  Collaborating around the 
issue of Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of care for duals and reduce 
expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of the recent initiative “Partnership for Patients” which lists 
reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of its goals. 
 


Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect members to their PCP, and 
schedule appointments for their care around the member’s personal schedule.  This anticipated relationship is intended to help the 
member plan for health care services and visit the emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by 
their PCP. 


 


Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent hospitalizations will result 
in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health 
care providers prepare daily to address the specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health 
history and chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced earlier, educate 
providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each member/patient. 
 


Hospital Integrations 
Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that “Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from CMS to cut readmissions.  
In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more 
attention to patients after discharge.  A key component of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high 
numbers of patients are readmitted, prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.” 
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The article continues, “With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial consequences to take action.  
Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to 
their home.  The Medicare reimbursement change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about 
patients on an outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.”  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to foster a new 
type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality care and reduced costs.  The care 
coordinator will work with the member’s hospital to allow a better coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  


As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up with a patient’s action plan.  This 
will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, pharmacists, and others, who can review the member’s initial 
completed assessment data and make a recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The 
review team can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient’s records. 
 


Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 


 
 


SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 
Care Coordinator  
This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical experience is required and preference will be given to 
those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: 
Notifying the member of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 
manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress of a member.  Routinely 
the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the improvement of a member’s health care.  It will also be 
essential to maintain interaction with the member’s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member 
and the provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will also address any 
language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 


Social Services Coordinator 
The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical science or related field.  Also 
requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with 
people with disabilities.  The Social Service Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which 
involve the member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator will also 
address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community resources/social agencies in a 
member’s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a member how to care for their individual medical or 
behavioral health care needs. 
 


Nurse Care Management Supervisor  







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


9 
 


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of experience in a medical or behavioral health setting 
and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret 
governmental regulations as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 
Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the public in general.  
Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and tracking performance. 
 


Behavioral Health Specialist 
The staff for this position will possess a master’s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a program which qualifies for 
licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This 
position also calls for at least four years of full time professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative 
or management position. This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 
communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 


Administrative/Management 
The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be responsible for: 


• Hiring staff 
• Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 
• Enrollment/disenrollment of members 
• Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 
• Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 
• Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 
• Referral and authorization processes 
• Assist with claims submission 
• Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 
• Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the care coordinator will be 


handled 
 


Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 
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The flow chart above describes the member’s movement through the care coordination system, and the services that are available 
as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit 
the system at any time during the process.  The member’s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered 
a vital part of the support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member’s care plan.  This 
caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the member receives needed services 
and the best quality of care.  
 


The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA’s experience with existing care 
coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear to have relevance for Oklahoma’s dual eligible population.  
OHCA will implement a care coordination program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program 
success and that appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features are: 
• Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 
• Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  
• Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 
• Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient’s hospitalization and enhance the care coordinator’s potential to 


manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 
• Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 
• Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  Some practices have made 


onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients privately before or after their visits. 
• Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 
• Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 
• Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 


After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform ongoing assessments.  Should a 
member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may 
also be given a referral from a behavioral health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information 
on behavioral health resources convenient to their geographic location.   
 
Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-morbidities.  Behavioral health is an 
important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities 
(including substance abuse issues) and must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  
Currently, both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute psychiatric 
hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a care coordination model with such a 
focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have 
access to and are knowledgeable about the importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the 
service system.  It is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through the 
vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting with community-based 
resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  
Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement 
with the vendor(s).  Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service available in 
the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and 
other community resources, the member can be referred to help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
             


OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are necessary for a 
comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project staff will oversee the procurement process 
and subsequent contract award and development; the implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the 
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information services platform to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and 
member service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward project outcomes. 
A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to obtain stakeholder input from 
beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared 
savings to include in the financing structure. 
 


Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by predictive modeling software, which 
will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, 
based on the risk assessment for each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 
SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling and measurement, clinical 
surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to 
identify members with the most complex and comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to 
use the MedAI software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care management 
systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical and financial decisions.  MedAI’s website 
describes its strength as a provider of analytics for healthcare9.  
 


The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting members’ participation, 
progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for 
multiple professional users to access health records, and a care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if 
a face-to-face meeting is not warranted for the decision about the members’ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 
coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, care coordinators will receive 
claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims 
information, member history information, PCP information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to 
develop an action plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of concerns, 
develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall coordination of care among various 
disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management 
(Atlantes Levels of Care) are: Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. Additional 
levels of care can be added as needed.  
 


Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of quality metrics that will be used 
to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and 
the care coordinator can support the member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational 
entity that provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that comprise 
effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active engagement by the member, family and 
others involved with the healthcare of the member.  
 


As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at a minimum) the standards 
already established in the state’s existing care management programs.  In regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be 
available for the care coordinator to access the history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been 
reviewed, the care coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the individual’s 
family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the member through the developed care 
plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for 
tracking adjustments, claims, finance information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, 
and contracts on a member’s account. 
 


                                                 
9 www.medai.com. 
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The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be contracted out to vendors.  At this 
time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination 
services provided by the vendor through contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and 
monitoring cost savings. 
 


In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and concluded that care 
coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared factors that build on existing services.  Studies 
conducted regarding care coordination and evidence based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  
1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in person per month for the 


care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 
2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk for hospitalizations to have 


an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of readmissions. 
3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 
4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital staff to provide programs 


with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 
5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member’s cases.  Physicians that participated in the studies 


ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet prior to or after health care appointments.          
6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 
7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 


The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care coordination will apply all of 
these elements to provide the best quality of services to members addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, 
diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer’s, Arthritis, and 
Affective and other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, and other 
aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 


This chart shows how all components of a member’s care will have to work together, with the Care Coordinator being the missing 
link between the member and any of these services. 
 


Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 
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Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled the timelines and intent of the 
demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the 
project design.  Since September of 2011, dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, 
including, but not limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose membership includes 
dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, government staff, elected officials and anyone who has 
an interest in the design of a service delivery model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid10.  
 


The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  Project staff members also 
see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of workgroups are aware of the related tasks and 
recommendations of other workgroups, and those principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder 
Meeting dates and location(s): 
1st Stakeholder Meeting September 29th, 2011  Boldt Construction Center    
2nd Stakeholder Meeting  November 30th, 2011  Metro Technology Center 
3rd Stakeholder Meeting  January 19th, 2012  OHCA 
4th Stakeholder Meeting  March 22nd, 2012  OUHSC College of Allied Health 
5th Stakeholder Meeting April 20th, 2012  OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 
6th Stakeholder Meeting May 3rd, 2012  Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 
7th Stakeholder Meeting May 14th, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 
     


Workgroups were assembled into four groups.  They are: All things Communications; Care Coordination; Behavioral Health; and 
Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder 
Meetings.  The majority of our workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 


Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health  
 


Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders and workgroup invitations 
were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited 
to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an 
overview of the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our community partners 
from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and community mental health centers.  This proved to be very 
effective and gathered excellent feedback for our member’s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create 
relationships with stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving 
the citizens of our state. 
 


People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare members.  Complaints are 
to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 
of the Member Handbook, written in English and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member’s denial of services or treatment, 
as requested by their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission appeals11.  
 


OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders to focus on 
planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency 


                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at www.okhca.org/Dual-el 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf  
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challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff 
conducted numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task 
oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The 
planning and development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 
design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and involvement of many 
stakeholders.  
 


Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the involvement and support around the 
agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting 
to discuss the opportunity, and then follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller 
sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 


After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through email, web updates, and 
attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to provide feedback, starting with their comments about the 
program design, and thereafter.  Upon implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as 
advisors to dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a scheduled basis, along 
with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to OHCA’s public information office, “a number of voices 
help to shape SoonerCare programs and policies.” 
 


The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care services and make 
recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial concerns related to the administration of the 
agency; Information related to the management, and operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well 
as consumers and other state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 


 


Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive feedback about the project.  
www.okhca.org/dual-el. 
 


Financing and Payment 
OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying the resources needed to enter 
into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the 
challenges of the upfront investment in care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from 
resulting savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or exceeding 
established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 


Oklahoma’s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing Medicare and Medicaid enrollment 
figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it 
seems a logical conclusion to examine increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of 
services.  OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are dually eligible. 
 


PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health care initiatives for government-
sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for 
SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually 
eligible in Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually eligible in that time period 
was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid 
not covered by Medicare, without the full range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for 
the period of time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model creates potential 
for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for the target population.  Targeted for reduction 
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are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is 
supported by patterns of expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 
current care coordination model literature). 
 


Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 
  Medicare      Medicaid                                    Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 
Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 
LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 
Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 
Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 


High-level analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these 
members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial 
years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and 
projections for subsequent years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive 
modeling that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where 
cost savings may be achieved.  
 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 
Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category PMPM Spending Total IP 
Admissions 


Total OP Visits Total SNF Days Total Physician 
Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 
5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 
9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 
These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first year due to Care Coordination. 
 


A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to refine savings estimates, to 
reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic 
care coordination program will ultimately encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of 
behavioral health conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of co-
morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member’s behavioral health needs before seeking to improve their physical 
health and chronic care self-management skills12.  The first year of the project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an 
integrated services model.  In future years, the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more 
effectively prevent or reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits13.  
 


                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 


 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


16 
 


With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk based contract with an outside 
vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be 
accomplished by releasing a request for proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a 
qualified vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  The vendor(s) will 
receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   
The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP has been released, the OHCA 
will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver 
program is intended to be statewide covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 


Expected Outcomes 
The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to CMS.  Program data is organized 
and distributed monthly via “Fast Facts.” Member satisfaction will be tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance 
Department monitors claim accuracy and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key 
metrics related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes of evaluation by 
CMS. 
 
After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following services:  Emergency Room 
visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services 
will be reported monthly, along with methods of reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated 
into the care coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care management 
offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital admissions with the dual eligible population.  
Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in 
reducing costs to overall patient services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure 
education from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of Michigan Hospital 
who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge.  This study showed 
improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination 
could reduce emergency room visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 
decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall lower expenditures 
 


Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting adherence to pharmacologic 
regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. However, after three years, with care coordination overall 
reduction in prescription coverage is likely to occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of 
durable medical equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor’s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to show the 
following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 


Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 


Outcome Results 
• Increase member participation  in health literacy and medical 


adherence   
• Increased member scheduled appointments with PCP 
• Increased kept appointments with PCP 


• Increased member participation in disease –specific 
education and self-directed care 


• Increased number of action plans being followed 


• Increase in primary care provider use and expenditures.  
increased expenditures in year 1 , year 2, and leveling off in 
year 3 


• Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab work. 
• No change in annual expenditures 


• Increase in physician specialty use with decreased expenses 
 


• Decrease in total expenditures related to physician specialty 
services 


• Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- decreased • Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 
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expenses in year 1 and subsequent decreased visits by people 
who are dually eligible 


• Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions (within 30 
days, 60 days, 90 days) 


• Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 


• Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare skilled 
nursing days 


• Better management of overall health for duals 
• Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  


• Increase in home- and community-based service use and 
expenditures.   


• Increase in HCBS expenditures 


 


Analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these members could 
yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more 
specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent 
years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  that can be used in 
advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. 
Based on current spending and applying anticipated cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care 
coordination. 


Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 


Services Total Spending % quality outcomes Yr. 3 for RX year 1 year 2 year 3 
Inpatient $428,856,323.40 0.05    


 
  


$21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 
Outpatient $142,411,656.10 0.03 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 
LTC $517,853,846.08 0.03 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 
Prescriptions $324,698,399.00 0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95 $16,234,919.95 $32,469,839.90 
Physicians $157,435,269.40 0.05 


 
$7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 


 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
The state’s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for the Oklahoma Medicaid 
(SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma heading and controlling costs of state-purchased 
health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external 
vendor(s) so additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 


The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange for the release an RFP that 
supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to 
follow regarding adherence to documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 
selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for day to day operations of the 
proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for 
Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible 
for hiring prospective staff to include: 
• Program Management 
• Nurse Care Coordinators 
• Social services workers 
• IT staff 
• Administrative staff 
 


Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules have been identified as needing 
to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or 
rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
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There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the SoonerCare Silver program 
will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except 
for those areas covered by the THIZ, PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 
program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care coordination services as part 
of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 


The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by most states.  The Oklahoma 
State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, 
and requests for legislative funding would be considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely 
solely on the costs savings projected through the reductions available through implementation14. 
 


Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination program for people who are 
dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively implement the project that will require funding for three primary 
components very early on.  Those components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring 
for dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care coordination RFP; and 3) 
funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about people who are dual eligible and their patterns of 
hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after 
implementation, it will be difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 


There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with implementation.  Care coordination 
services may have an impact on services already in the state plan and within waiver administration.   
 


Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform that will manage dual eligible 
enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual 
eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible 
activity in the service delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the projected costs 
savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a platform for services to the duals, and 
administer the program for the eighteen months until the first reimbursement payment. 
 


The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, 
serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state’s 
mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for 
member enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state health department 
(OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have significant impact and state level agencies in any state 
should be able to use the care coordination program to deliver a complex range of services. 


 


Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use assistance at some time.  As a 
result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more 
fully engaged in, more fully informed about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care 
services. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  


                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 
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The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs striving to 
improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 
• Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired conditions would decrease 


by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 
60,000 lives saved over three years.  


• Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during a transition from one care 
setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions would be reduced by 20% compared to 
2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 million patients would recover from illness without suffering a 
preventable complication requiring re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  


 


OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce health care acquired conditions, and 
work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop 
collaborative learning for hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 


HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  
OHCA’s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care Strategies (CHCS) for reducing 
racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA continues to build on key actions steps that include: 


1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation of silos.  
2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the HHS Disparities Action Plan.  


 


OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing “Improving Health Care Quality 
for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,” to ensure programs provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations 
while improving health disparities. 
 


Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a 
multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the 
inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated 
care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of 
these methodologies into graduate medical education. 
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a 
Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of population level 
protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of these methods into the graduate medical 
education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 
Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary care services 
through participating practices. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 
Statewide 


79,891 


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration Approximately 3,200 
Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 


Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 
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Financing Model PMPM Payment 
Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed 
information) 


THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 
Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 
Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 
Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three or more comorbidities. These members require extended 
coordination of care and in many instances benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a 
mental health diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in unnecessary hospital 
admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor coordination between primary care and behavioral health 
remains a major barrier to care. Further, members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based 
support services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The integration of primary 
care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are necessary to address gaps and barriers to care 
present in the current health system.  
 


While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the clinician’s lack of access to data 
about the entirety of the members’ clinical history or current clinical utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician’s 
ability to provide timely and appropriate care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in 
addressing this issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the emergency 
department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other complex or acute health needs. 
Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care 
physicians will have an enhanced capability through the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and 
identification of those in need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 
member care plans of providers across the community. 
 


Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each provider often acts alone, 
unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the 
patient. In addition, communication amongst providers across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. 
Medications and orders often change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care 
plan are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as physical therapy, 
hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational 
therapy, as well as environmental modification, personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to 
communicate back to the prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 
barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this issue. Through such a 
mechanism the member’s care plan would be centrally held within the community health information exchange and, ideally, managed 
by the member’s primary care physician. Evidenced based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated 
into the integrated care plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 


Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and diabetes directly benefit from the 
integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a 
well-developed practice and the capacity to coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease 
management protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been unattainable in 
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most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the clinical practice to maximize quality and 
lower cost.  
 


While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery system, it is critical to focus on 
those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new 
providers represent the physician leaders of tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, 
demanding an environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be tightly 
integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in which advanced tools can be 
leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
 


To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to 
incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 
management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence 
based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 
education.   
 


Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University of Oklahoma, SOCM 
operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the “Health Access Network”. This program builds 
upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. 
The HAN contributes skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, epidemiology and 
biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation and training methodologies. Through this 
program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to receive services at which point all those members assigned to the 
providers’ Patient Centered Medical Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly 
successful in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. Currently, the HAN 
provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model could easily be extended to support the dually 
eligible population within the state.  
 


We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN’s administrative function will allow for the 
enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for 
example). Upon joining, those practices and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service 
and/or payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 


Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK region and who are identified as 
receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members 
across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified Health Centers spanning 
six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of Home and Community Based Providers, numerous 
hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services 
providers are brought together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 


Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient interviews, CMS utilization patterns, 
as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach 
focusing on: 


1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  
2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population 
3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  
4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease,  
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5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
 


Redesign of the Care Team: 
SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost dually eligible members.  
Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). 
Teams are comprised not only of individuals in traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral 
health specialists, Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central facilitator of the 
member’s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social settings. This key role serves to ensure all 
necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most 
members will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, 
‘high-touch’ interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. A proposed 
care coordination tier model follows: 
 


Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   
• Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and automated health 


reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care 
needs and alert the provider to send notices to the Member.    


 


Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    
• Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman’s Care Transitions Intervention 


(CTI) and Mary Naylor’s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals 
Medicare Beneficiary readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by managing 
disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and improving access to social, community and 
home based support services. Such interventions will improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  
This program would allow the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 
addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health Information Exchange (HIE). 
 


Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such as immunizations and wellness 
exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support 
for managing targeted chronic diseases. Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices 
are being followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are achieving desired quality 
and adherence standards.   
 


Community Level Integrated Care Plan 
At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed of discreet sections 
pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP captures and summarizes all pertinent information 
that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated 
medications, allergies, and the primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates 
not only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient’s desired health goals, listing actions plans for 
each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list “reading better” and “walking daily” as two principal health goals. 
Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on improving the patient’s glycemic control and preventing vascular 
complications. Meanwhile, the Care Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus 
reducing the symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review progress with the 
primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder 
and member focus groups indicate that when patients, physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals 
facilitated by a coordinated ICP, health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
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Long term support and Community Based Services: 
Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and community based and long 
term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or disabilities often need long term monitoring and 
assistance with disease self-management, activities of daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must 
engage with community social service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 
stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health services, elder care, FQHC’s, 
housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, 
allowing us to better shape our efforts toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community’s backing, 
care Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which includes those 
members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state’s home and community based long term care services 
system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate 
transitions of care amongst those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 
acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient and quality health care.    
 


Evidence Based Protocols 
Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, diabetes, and COPD.  All 
participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients 
receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and 
establish better information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients are 
empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary hospitalizations, readmissions and 
emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending best practices will be made available for the physicians and care 
coordinators that includes, but is not limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care 
delivery strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and monitored by a 
committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This group will meet as needed on a regular basis 
to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 


Graduate Medical Education 
As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from practice models based on volume 
to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for 
graduating physicians toward accomplishing the ‘Triple aim’ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 
populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods described above into new 
curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such 
as Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of population 
level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon which begin the transformation of the 
future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated in the planning of this 
proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage 
ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program 
stakeholders will continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the outcomes of 
the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements follow: 
 


Meeting        Date 
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Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC)  07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   07/27/2011 
 Provider Focus Group       08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   08/18/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/14/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/15/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services     09/27/2011 
 Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City    09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting     11/02/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       11/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   02/06/2012 
 OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting     03/22/2012 
 


In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged Dual Eligible members within 
the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to determine the presence of gaps in care among members and 
their caregivers. Physician uptake of the Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 


Through focus groups our members told us: 
1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  
2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  
3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   


These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 


Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 
1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such recommendations at home. 
2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, costs of drugs, uncertainty of 


why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians and pharmacists. 
3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of life. 
4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-pharmacologic therapies (e.g. 


counseling) is particularly underutilized. 
5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients – but actual execution of 


such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in coordination are often not communicated back to the 
prescribing physician. 


6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service support but often lack the 
knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 


7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the knowledge/coordination 
with the primary care physician.  


8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, laboratory results) 
inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be time-consuming for care coordinators and 
providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 


9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain unknown to their providers. 
10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. Physicians’ understanding of their 


patients’ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens remains poorly understood. 
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Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 
1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers to benefit patient care. 
2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each other. 
3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient’s goals of care. The Care Coordinator can 


capture the ICP. 
4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 
5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients will require regular, high-touch 


interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the level/extent of services patients will require. 
6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to excessively high levels of 


dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  
7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be integrated with office personnel 


and operational systems. 
8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, to ensure that data is shared 


among providers and coordinators. 
9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no more than four to six 


homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 
10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the Care Coordinator, and shared 


with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress 
toward their stated goals in the ICP. 


 


Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a patient-centered, population 
health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. Providers shall actively engage members, families and 
caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that 
incorporate strong linkages to community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 
recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of members in decision making.  
Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint and grievance process and are encouraged to express their 
concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 


Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, language, sexual orientation, 
disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in languages other than English to include, but not limited to 
Spanish. Members have access to care, timely post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments 
within normal hours of operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 
coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and implementation of their care 
plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to further enhance and strengthen their support, and 
promote their own self-care, independence, culture and autonomy. 


 


Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality medical care, which is often 
delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and 
emergency room visits whenever possible.  


 


Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by member rights that support 
individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 


Financing and Payment 
The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk adjusted based on a three 
year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the 
initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving 
achieved to reflect efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core function 
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support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this enhanced, non-visit based compensation 
to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams (care managers, community health workers social workers, 
pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data 
analysts. 
 


Expected Outcomes 
The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics related to the model’s clinical 
quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of services, and cost outcomes for the target population. 
Member experience will be reported by participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices’ standard 
business operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate continued best practices 
and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of 
performance.  
 


The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 
Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  
Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B 
Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 


NQF 0064  


Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient Facility NQF 0097  
Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be avoided B) 
Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 


NQF 0022  


Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 
Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty care MyHealth 15  
Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the actual visit, 
but the time at which the appointment is made) 


MyHealth 16  


Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  
Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 
Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 
CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 
All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  
30 Day Readmission CHF   
CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   
The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for the population enrolled. The 
PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care coordination, analytics other services necessary to support 
the effective implementation of the program and associated care model within participating practices.  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
Tulsa proposes an extension of the state’s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in place. The HAN provides focused 
care management, care coordination, and care transition services as well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid 
population within the state.  The HAN further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates 
improvements in care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation and 
assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid Health Access Network provides an 
economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the 
following measures will be undertaken: 
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• Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and metrics unique to this proposal.  
• All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home model.  
• Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and provider level quality metrics.  
 


Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption of standard processes 
across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the included appendices) 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the future may impact the ability to 
implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the 
combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 


Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health Access network program 
throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 
39,000 members. As enrollment increases, additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and 
productivity. This program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be expanded to support 
additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 


A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 


CMS Implementation Support—Budget Request 
A proposed budget is included within the appendices. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, “all in” approach to CMS initiatives to improve care for individuals and 
populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded either to the community, or a community partner of the 
University. Programs which may positively impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 


Awarded:  
Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 
Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 


Submitted:  
CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 
    Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact of its use. 
CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 
    3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in community 
 


Pending Submission:  
3026, MyHealth – community partner 
    Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 
Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – community partner 
 


Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 


Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and older living in 
the geographic region of proposed ICS site. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  


Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 
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Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and a rural area of 
the state.   


Summary of Covered Benefits  
All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits currently available to 
members enrolled in a PACE program 


Financing Model Capitated model 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 
detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 
Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care program.  The PACE model is 
centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with chronic care needs and their families to be served in the 
community whenever possible.  PACE is a federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their 
communities and out of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and rehabilitation 
facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally 
to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential 
growth.  There are 86 operating PACE programs in 29 states15.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  Although, PACE 
has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 


There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and only PACE program sponsored 
by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible individuals living within the five surrounding counties of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are 
eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as a result of 
being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much independence as possible within the 
community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves 
approximately $103,587 a month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 


Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to establish a design that utilizes the 
solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better 
care, better health, and increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 
integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for substantially more people than it 
currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 


There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible 
for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic 
service area will be eligible to participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 
who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who are dually eligible and do not 
reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City 
and/or Lawton and in at least one other area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, 
Lawton and three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both Medicare and 
Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be eligible for the ICS program.  
 


Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 


                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 


Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 
Cleveland County 3,730 
Muskogee County 3,128 
Leflore County 2,651 


 


Care Model Overview 
The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 
Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 


• Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 
• Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of care as defined by the state. 
• Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 


well as some functional limitations as determined by at the minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 


Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 
• The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs of the individual participant 


with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social 
Worker. 


• The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as consistent with state law and 
have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to assessments, care planning, and providing primary care 
to participants. 


• The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided to participants. 
 


The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability potential and growth of the traditional 
PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who 
are age 45 or older in the state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential of 
allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility will allow the states to utilize the 
ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the 
traditional PACE model is the notion of preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent 
on an individual’s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed upon preventive care 
services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve care and better manage the use of Medicare and 
Medicaid covered services provided to these individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of 
individuals who would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 


The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of expanding the growth and 
capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based 
on the needs of the individual participant with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed 
modification would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team with 
requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the participant’s individual health needs has 
the potential to enhance program efficiency without compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for 
Nurse Practitioners as consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs a 
challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is limited by the PACE center’s 
ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of 
finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is 
not intended to eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the provision of all 
necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult day health care center, senior centers, 
etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming 
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PACE providers.  This modification will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior 
center and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of constructing a building, that 
comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 


OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the state where a high 
concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of 
the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the 
modifications requested. The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is being 
piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the ICS provider.  The specified 
geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 


Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in the Medicaid program at their 
county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if 
they have not met the automatic qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 
inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those individuals who reside in the 
service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may 
qualify for. 
 


Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  The eligibility criteria for the 
ICS program will be as follows: 


• An individual must be 45 years of age or older 
• An individual must live in the defined service area 
• An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 
• An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 


limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of Care 
• An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as determined by the ICS provider 


 


Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation period where they will be assessed 
by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the 
individual.  After the plan of care is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 
staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns with the plan of care.  Following 
this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed by the individual, thereby establishing the individual’s 
enrollment in the program.  
 


The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the delivery and management of all 
covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated 
primary and behavioral health care to program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of 
participants across providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and providers 
of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative processes, including outreach and education, 
customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 


The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through Medicare will be available to 
participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care 
by the IDT will be provided.  The services that are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an 
emergency service.  A more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in Appendix G.  
 


The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE model is an innovative, fully-
integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of society.  The PACE model’s focus on prevention and wellness 
has resulted in health improvements and cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and 
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experience less pain, fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost to the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 


In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a comprehensive, primary care 
model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical 
processes16.  Those four processes are the development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of 
all medical, psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care that addresses 
all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for the care of the patient; and promotion of 
patients’ and their family caregivers’ engagement in their own health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care 
and better outcomes among PACE participants compared to HCBS clients17.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 
status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal vaccines; fewer unmet 
needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of depression; and better management of health care.  
 


PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of improving participants’ 
quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low 
risks of long term nursing home placement.  The risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period 
of 3 years.  Fewer than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their enrollment18.  
PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations than their counterparts in other Medicaid 
funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of 
Medicaid home and community based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 
day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible members in 200819.  These 
numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE participants.  
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a variety of entities across the 
State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we garnered the attention of some who had previously shown 
interest in PACE and enlightened individuals who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-
mail, phone, and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to gain the insight of 
individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and spoke at various board and advisory committees, 
and conferences.  We also had two member attended focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed 
increased interest and had additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 
stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 


Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,  
Aging Services      July 21st, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Tulsa Health Community Leaders    August 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Daily Living Centers     August 2nd, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation     August 3rd, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  August 4th, 2011  Wilburton, OK 
Share Medical Center     August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Eastern Economic Development District   August 11th, 2011  Muskogee, OK 
Metropolitan Better Living Center    August 12th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
St. John’s Metropolitan Baptist Church   August 16th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 


                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach’s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The 
Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Ada Senior Care Center     August 17th, 2011  Ada, OK 
Morton Comprehensive Health Care    September 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center     September 8th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Chickasaw Health Administration    September 12th, 2011 Ada, OK 
Full Circle Senior Adult day Center    September 20th, 201 1Norman, OK 
Shawnee Senior Center     September 21st, 2011 Shawnee, OK 
Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions   November 1st, 2011  Ada, OK 
Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum)  September 29th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 


Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental meetings attended. 
 


Via Christi HOPE PACE Center    August 18th, 2011  Wichita, KS 
OHCA Board Retreat     August 24th, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting  October 12th, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Medical Advisory Committee     November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors Meeting January 10th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
County Health Department     January 12th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference   March 13th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting  April 10th, 2012  Talihina, OK 
 


Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the challenges that are presented with 
the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up 
and operations costs, not being able to provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, 
and the inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic and ADHC and staff).  
Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing 
the requirement to meet nursing facility level of care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current 
members.  Also, in response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a participant 
can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to provide services to participants while a 
physical center is being established or in place of the establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE 
requirements.  The proposed design offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is 
both accessible and highly efficient.  
 


The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of rights will be designed to protect 
and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for 
establishing an internal grievance and appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve 
medical and non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a formal written 
appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal 
ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA 
will provide ongoing monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 


Financing and Payment 
The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS model.  The State plans to 
enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide 
comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 


Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk capitation payment type. CMS 
and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates 
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based on the identified participant sub-populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants 
who meet the minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 
limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state will set another standard rate for those 
who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost 
of long term care services.  
 


Expected Outcomes 
The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such program utilized by OHCA is 
MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs 
associated with those members. Dual eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state 
and chronic illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient compliance, and 
provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed 
care, partially capitated managed care and patient centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. 
Oklahoma’s MMIS uses HP’s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims per 
month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 


The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are based on the outcomes that 
have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 


Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 
Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 


Decrease in avoidable hospitalizations Decrease in admissions after 60 days 
Decrease in admissions after 90 days 
Decrease in admissions after 120 days 


10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 


Decrease in Emergency Room utilization Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 
Decrease in number of prescribed drugs Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 


Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 
5% Decrease 


Increase in preventive care services Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 
Increase in participant satisfaction with care Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans 
were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total 
operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a 
contract agreement with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 


OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement the proposed demonstration.  The 
1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and 
comment, public hearings to seek public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 


The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope 
to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design 
and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix I. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the proposal.  The proposed plan must 
be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the 
proposed plan is not found to be budget neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and 
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Demonstration application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the proposed 
demonstration.  
 


The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability and desire to make 
application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is not limited to participation by the current PACE 
organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program 
agreement requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as a PACE 
organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and CMS to review.  The RFP and 
application process will have to be completed before full implementation of the design can begin.  
 


The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE program model progressed from 
inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and 
a Medicaid state plan option.  The proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from 
a single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the possibility increased 
program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the potential of being replicated at other current PACE 
sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple states.  
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Appendix A 
Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 


 
The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial Infarction, Chronic Kidney 
Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive 
Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use20.  


 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 


Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 
Diagnostic Category Members % of Total Members Member Months Total Medicare/ Medicaid 


Spending 
1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  
2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  
3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  
4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  
5. Ischemic Heart Disease  19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  
6. Chronic Kidney Disease  10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  
7. Coronary Artery Disease  11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  
8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  
9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  
10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 


 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  


PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 
Spending 


Total IP 
Admissions 


Total OP 
Visits 


Total SNF 
Days 


Total Physician 
Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  
5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  
9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  


 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Appendix B 
Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibilty 


 
Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States. If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
Here are some simple guidelines: 
You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay premiums if:  


• You already get retirement benefits from Social Security or 
the Railroad Retirement Board.  


• You are eligible to get Social Security or Railroad benefits 
but have not filed for them.  


• You or your spouse had Medicare-covered government 
employment.  


 
If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having to pay 
premiums if you have:  


• Received Social Security or Railroad Retirement Board 
disability benefits for 24 months.  


• End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain requirements.  
While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if you meet one of 
those conditions, you must pay for Part B if you want it. The Part B 
monthly premium in 2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 
titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when you turn 65 even if 
you are not eligible for Social Security retirement benefits. 
 
 
 


• Adults with children under age 18 
• Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 


(TANF) program are automatically eligible for health 
benefits.   


• Adults with children under the age of 18 who do not receive 
TANF may, in some circumstances, also be eligible for 
medical services.  


• Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 
• Children under the age of 19 and pregnant women whose 


family incomes meet  
• Aged, Blind or Disabled 
• Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if they meet the 


financial criteria.  
 


To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a person will need to 
apply for and receive a disability determination from the Social 
Security Administration. To be considered disabled, a person must 
have a physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that appears 
reasonably certain to continue at least 12 months without significant 
improvement and that substantially impairs his/her ability to perform 
labor or services or to engage in a useful occupation.  
 
In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may qualify to have 
medical benefits pay their Medicare premiums, co-payments and 
deductibles as a Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified 
Disabled and Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low Income 
Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more information about these 
programs).  
 
The recipient's monthly income and resources must meet guidelines. 
People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" group may also 
qualify for a State Supplemental Payment. 
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Appendix C 
CMHC Service Areas 


 
City   Program  Telephone  


El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


405-262-3209  


Elk  City   
Beckham County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


580-323-6021  


Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  
supportive residential program  


580-357-7967  


Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  


405-321-7331  


Norman  
Transition House, Inc.  
supportive residential program 
http://www.thouse.org  


405-360-7926  


Oklahoma 
City   


NAMI Oklahoma   
advocacy group  


405-230-1900  


Oklahoma 
City   


Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 
advocacy group  


405-604-6975  
or toll-free at 1-888-
424-1305  


Oklahoma 
City   


Oklahoma County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


405-858-2880  


Oklahoma 
City   


Parents as Partners 
Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 


Health  


405-232-2796 
or toll-free at 


1-866-492-KIDS  


Oklahoma 
City   


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 
Department of Pediatrics  
screening for effects of prenatal  
substance abuse exposure  


405-271-6824  
Ext. 110  


Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  580-762-8121  


Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  
youth crisis intervention  


918-647-4196  


Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  


918-749-2141  


Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 
homeless  


918-585-3337  


Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa   
advocacy program  


918-582-8264  


Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  918-495-0770  


Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  
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Appendix D 
SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 


 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Feb 1 thru 29, 2012 


Draft proposal document 
Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 
Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 
Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK duals 


Dual eligible staff 


Feb 1 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 


Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 


Dual eligible staff 
PHPG consultants 


Feb 27 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 


Create  draft dual eligible proposal Dual eligible staff 


Mar 15 thru  
May20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and leaders 
Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


Dual eligible staff  
Stakeholders 


Mar 22 to  
May 20, 2012 


Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS Dual eligible staff 


May 31  thru  
Jun 15, 2012 


Determine requirements for implementation and start date 
Clarify potential rule changes and SPA’s 
Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, identification and data exchange 
Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 


OHCA staff 


May 31 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 


CMS proposal review 
CMS 
OHCA staff 


June 15 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 


Develop MOU with CMS 
Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 


CMS 
OHCA staff 


Jun 1 thru  
Jul 30, 2012 


Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 


Aug 15 thru  
Sep 30, 2012 


Finalize MOU with CMS  
Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 


CMS 
OHCA staff 


Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 


Sep 1 thru Oct 1, 2012 Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 


Dec 1, 2012 thru  
Feb 1, 2013 


Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  implementation,  Dual eligible staff 


Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 


Oct 31 thru  
Dec 31, 2012 


Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 
OHCA staff, vendor, 
CMS 


Jan 1 thru Jul 1, 2013 Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation strategy. OHCA staff, vendor  


Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration OHCA staff, vendor 
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Appendix E 
THIZ Workplan/Timeline 


 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 
Integrate stakeholder comments 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


OHCA/THIZ and 
Stakeholders 


Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 


Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 


Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 


Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 


Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 


Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 


Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 
Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 


THIZ 


Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  


Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 
Budget Requested for THIZ 


 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 


Staff Project Manager 
 


Project Management, program development, staff and 
contract supervision 


1.0 $87,619 


 Clinical Analyst 
 


Develop new systems as necessary to support the 
implementation for the proposal. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Data Analyst 
 


Develop metrics and measurement tools necessary for 
evaluation of the program. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of system. 
Make recommendations for change based on data 
available. 


.5 $40,200 


 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 
organizations in fulfilling the model 


1.0 $67,464 


 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and report 
measurement metrics. 


1.0 $67,464 


Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 
HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and analysis 


platform, data transfer and management 
 $100,000 


Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem for 
required meetings 
Mileage for meetings 
 


Use funds for state staff travel necessary to support 
the design activities and discussions with federal 
partners ,Quarterly Project meetings, community 
meeting mileage  


3 staff 
@ 4 meetings 
 
Mileage 


$ 22,000 
 
 
 


Meetings Member/Stakeholder 
Community  


Regional meetings to introduce care coordination 
model, meals for guests, facilities 


 $ 40,000 


Supplies and Materials  Member mailings, brochures, training materials, and 
publications 


 $ 10,000 
$105,000 


Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 
Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 
Integrated Care Sites Benefits 


 
The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 


 


 
 


• Primary Care Services
• Nursing Center
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Recreational Therapy
• Nutritional Counseling
• Social Services
• Meals


ICS 
Facility/Contracted 


Facility 


• Dentistry
• Optometry
• Audiology
• Podiatry
• Cardiology
• Rheumatology


Medical Specialists


• Home Health Care Services
• Personal Care ServicesHome Care Services


• To and from the PACE Center
• To and from all medical appointmentsTransportation Services


• All Necessary prescription Drugs
• Pharmacy Services


Prescription and 
Medication Management


• Acute Hospital Care
• Respite Care
• Family/Caregiver Support Services
• Medical Equipment and Supplies
• Laboratory Tests
• Hearing/Vision Services
• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary)
• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team


Other Services
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Appendix H 
Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 


Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 
Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE 


• Overview of Duals Project 
• Cherokee Elder Care 
• Adult Day Center vs. PACE 
• PACE Enrollment 
• PACE Disenrollment 
• Availability of Partnerships 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Partnerships would avoid duplication services 
• Transportation is major barrier 
• Funding is major Barrier 
• Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 
• Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 


 


Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 
Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 14 
Discussion Topics • Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 


• Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 
• Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 
• Overview of PACE 
• Challenges of PACE 
• Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• PACE marketing may be challenging 
• Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 
• Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in PACE due to age 


 


Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 
Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 6 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• Financial Impact of PACE 
• Cost of Starting a PACE program 
• Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 
• Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 
• Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 
• Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 


 


Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  
Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• Possible partnership to develop PACE 
• PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  
• Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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• Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 
Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 
• Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 
• Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 


 


Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 
Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• City’s involvement in establishing PACE 
• Possible locations for PACE in Alva 
• Infrastructure and Transportation 
• Stability of PACE 
• Financial Model of PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 
• No adult day health program in the town 
• Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 
• Area is very rural 


 


Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 
Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of Duals Project 


• Overview of PACE Expansion 
• Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 
• Locations for possible PACE Center 
• Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Start-up costs is a barrier 
• Location for PACE center/services 


    


Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 
# of Attendees 32  


Questions Responses 
How many people receive Medicare benefits? • Majority of hands raised 
How many people receive Medicaid benefits? • Some hands raised 
What are some things you like about your current health plan? • Medicare pays the bills 


• Medicare does the paperwork 
• Likes supplemental insurance plan 
• Likes mostly everything about plan 


What are some things you dislike about your current health plan? • Does not cover eye care 
• Does not cover vision care 
• Does not cover dental care 


Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor’s visit. • Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 
• Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 
• Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  
• No time spent on answering questions about personal health 


What health benefits/services are most important to you?  • Eye care 
• Ear care 
• Dental care 
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• Foot Care 
• Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 


How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan? • Most people fairly satisfied 
• Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity of 


medications for what they pay 
• Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 


How would you feel if your health services, social interaction, meals, 
and therapy were located in one location? 


• Too Good to Be True 
• Sounds like Obamacare – don’t like it 


 
Additional Comments/Concerns • Wants a health care plan that does not charge a premium 


• Does not want to travel outside home area for routine care 
• Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 
• Would like PCP to listen more 
• Would change PCP if necessary to get better care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 
Parties 


July – September 
2011 


• Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 
• Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 
• Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE expansion 


State PACE Staff  


October – December  
2011 


• Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
• Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather information regarding trends 


in PACE implementation 
• Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to organizations 


State PACE Staff 


January – February 
2012 


• Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 
• Create draft dual eligible proposal 


State PACE Staff 


March – May 
2012 


• Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 
• Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 
• Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 
• Submitted Final Proposal 
• Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 


State PACE Staff 


June – July  
2012 


• CMS proposal review 
• Release RFI 


CMS/OHCA 


July – December 
2012 


• 1115 Waiver application process 
• Review RFI 
• Release RFP 


PACE Staff/OHCA  


January – March 2013 
• Review RFP responses 
• Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 


State PACE Staff 


March – December 2013 
• Review ICS Applications 
• Approve  ICS Application 


State PACE Staff 


January 2014 • Program Implementation ICS organization 
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Member is determined a 


Care Coordinator 
Contacts member 


Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 


most acute primary 
care needs 


Intake 
Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 
Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 
disease(s) and adherence to 
prescribed drug treatments. 


Assessment 
CC will look at other services member 
has access to including but not 
limited to having a case manager or 
monitoring and supporting one’s own 
health. 


Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 
of care and other guidelines. 
Adherence to their doctor’s 
treatment plans, motivation to adopt 
healthful lifestyle changes. After 
Action plan is agreed upon, determine 
method of future contact. 


Future methods of contact est. 


Approval 
Satisfaction 


Survey 


Acceptance 
And member 
continues to 


manage health 
effectively Next steps 


Determine next 
intervention 


Reassess action plan 


Reassess member and revisit 
action plan 


ICT 
ICT and CC identifies appropriate 
steps to enhancing member’s needs 
developing a care plan. CC may only 
need to review member’s records. 
Based on ICT, patient is now in 
(SoonerCare Silver) Care 
Coordination.  
For example: Specific behavioral and 
cognitive goals are set for each 
patient and monitored regularly.  
(Regular contact with Case Manager) 
 


Intake process 


Action Plan 
developed with 


(ICT) 


Review Action 
Plan with Member 


Continued contact with 
member 


Follow up is action being 
followed? 


Member Follow up 


FLOW CHART is BASED on: 
• Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 


Wellness Principles 
• Self-directed Care with a liaison to 


PCP office and to member 
• Evidence based Proven principles 


from OHCA 








September 28, 2012 
 
Summary of Duals effort over the past 5 months: 
We submitted the final Dual Eligibles proposal to CMS on May 30th after posting it on 
the OHCA website for thirty days.  Once CMS received the final proposal, it was posted 
on the CMS website for public comment until June 30th.  The submitted proposal 
contained a three pronged approach to care integration for dual eligible including a state 
wide Care Coordination model known as SoonerCare Silver, OU’s care coordination 
model through their THIZ, and the creation of Integrated Care Sites (PACE-like model).  
 
What’s occurred, what feedback/info we’ve gotten from CMS, info shared on calls 
(managed FFS & cap models?), etc.  
 
The proposal was posted on the CMS website and the end date for removal from public 
comment was July 1st.  On June 27, 2012 we received an e-mail from Kerry Branick, our 
CMS lead, stating that she had received 5 public comments on the proposal.  We were 
instructed that after the comment period closed, all comments were taken into 
consideration for formal feedback to the state.  We had our first question and answer call 
with CMS on August 31st. This call was targeted at questions regarding the State wide 
care coordination model only.  We have been instructed that follow up calls for the other 
two parts of the proposal will be scheduled for a future date.   
 
Updated instructions from CMS so far have clarified that for the managed fee for service 
model; there will not be a three way contract between OHCA, CMS and the Vendor.  A 
MOU between CMS and OHCA will be created and any money paid from the shared 
savings model will be paid to OHCA.  OHCA will then need to contract with the Vendor 
and pay out savings received from CMS to the Vendor.  There will be no payments made 
for a minimum of 18 to 24 months after the MOU is signed.  
 
Internally, OHCA staff has been working on the RFP for the care coordination model and 
received instruction that OHCA could release the RFP prior to the final MOU being 
signed.  Language will be included in the RFP making the award of the contract 
contingent upon a successful MOU with CMS.  The final revisions are being made to the 
RFP and it will be circulated internally prior to public release.  
 
Discussion on the needed waiver application for the ICS model has been initiated.  At this 
time, we are awaiting some clarification from CMS on the most appropriate waiver to use.  
To date we still have not received formal feedback from CMS regarding the ICS model.   
 
OHCA staff has been in regular contact with OU, but they are waiting for formal 
feedback from CMS before progressing with implementation plans for their care 
coordination model.  
 
On August 6th, we participated in the discussion with other states on the quality strategy 
for the demonstration and minimum savings rates.   
 







A timeline of next steps i.e. Fed negotiations, RFP, award, implementation, etc. 
Over the last few months (July and August) we have been working with OHCA’s Legal 
department, finalizing our Request for Proposal.  The release has been postponed 
awaiting some clarification from CMS regarding the timeline for the MOU. The tentative 
date for release to the public is the end of October. 
  
Tentative Timeline: 


• June 30, 2012-October 31, 2012 Develop MOU with CMS 
• June 30th-October 1st: Develop terms and conditions for RFP 
• August 1, 2012-October 31, 2012: Finalize MOU with CMS  
• October 31, 2012: Release RFP  
• November 1, 2012- December 1, 2012: Review RFP responses and select 


proposal 
• December 1 to December 31, 2012: Award contract 
• January 2013: Begin implementation meetings to develop final project design and 


implementation strategy. 
• July 2013: Begin demonstration 






ACA Medicaid Policy & Guidance

Major Parts Opposed by Oklahoma

Medicaid Eligibility (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 435)

Parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults (should a state choose to pursue the Medicaid Expansion option) are excluded from Advanced Premium Tax Credits (APTC) and coverage through the exchange if their household Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) is under 133 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Additionally, if the above mentioned groups are otherwise eligible and enrolled in Medicaid, they are ineligible for APTC and coverage through the exchange.  

Policy Recommendation: Provide parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults the opportunity to choose between coverage through Medicaid, the exchange (with use of APTC), or other non-public coverage.

Medicaid Benefits for Medicaid Expansion (ACA Title II Section 2001 and Title I Section 1302)

The ACA mandates that Qualified Health Plans offered on the exchange provide a federally mandated “essential benefit package.” The ACA also mandates that newly qualified Medicaid adults receive a benchmark benefit which must be at least as generous as the essential benefit package. The essential benefit package must contain at minimum ten categories including: (1) ambulatory patient services; (2) emergency services; (3) hospitalization; (4) maternity and newborn care; (5) mental health and substance abuse services, including behavioral health treatment; (6) prescription drugs; (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices; (8) laboratory services; (9) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management; and (10) pediatric services, including oral and vision care. Federal regulations require that mandatory Medicaid benefits include all essential health benefit categories and  Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT) services; family planning services; and non-emergency transportation to medical care. 

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to define a benefit package for newly qualified adults that may or may not include mandatory Medicaid benefits that aren’t typically offered on non-public health plans. Specifically, States should not be required to include coverage for non-emergency transportation. 

Medicaid Cost-Sharing for Medicaid Expansion (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 457)

Additional guidance from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) per the State Operational Technical Assistance (SOTA) Team received on August 22, 2012 indicated, “Nothing in ACA changed 1916 or 1916A of the [Social Security] Act so current cost sharing rules will continue to apply in 2014, including for the new [Medicaid Expansion adult] group. The cost sharing rules in place under the State plan apply to groups subject to benchmark coverage. If the State wants to apply a different cost sharing to the groups covered under a benchmark, it must submit a 1916A cost sharing SPA that subject to the requirements of 1916A of the Act and the regulations at 42 CFR Part 457, including the public notice requirements at 447.56.” Current Medicaid regulations bound by Section 1916 indicate that states can charge limited premiums, enrollment fees, copayments, and other out-of-pocket costs on limited groups of Medicaid enrollees with income above 150 percent FPL. For all groups with income below 150 percent FPL, the nominal Medicaid cost sharing rules must apply. Current nominal cost sharing for some services ranges from $0.50 to $3.00 per service.

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to assess cost sharing amounts for newly qualified adults that exceed nominal Medicaid levels. Specifically, States should be allowed to define cost sharing policies that mirror those offered by non-public health plans.

Sources:  

http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Topics/Cost-Sharing/Cost-Sharing.html

http://www.nashp.org/sites/default/files/maxenroll%20Bachrach%20033011.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ148/html/PLAW-111publ148.htm

http://www.medicaid.gov/AffordableCareAct/Provisions/Provisions.html

http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8090.pdf
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Comparison of Adult Health Coverage in SoonerCare, Insure Oklahoma (IP)


Type of Service / SoonerCare Traditional SoonerCare Choice Insure Oklahoma


Cost-Sharing Feature Individual Plan (IP)


Out-of-Pocket Limit
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income


Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income


Copay/Deductible Nominal copays Nominal copays Various Copays


Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage


Behavioral health and substance abuse services
Covered - some services may require 


a $3 copay


Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay


Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 


physician services limit per month. Copays 


vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per 


visit
Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various 


health assessments and counseling; lab & 


screening tests and necessary follow-up care)


N/A N/A No coverage


Dental services 


Emergency extractions; $3 copay per 


service. Limited benefits for pregnant 


women.


Emergency extractions; $3 


copay per service. Limited 


benefits for pregnant women.


Limited dental benefits for pregnant women


Diabetic supplies for self-management Covered Covered Covered - $5 copay


Durable medical equipment


Covered when prescribed by medical 


provider and may require prior 


authorization. $3 copay per claim


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization. $3 


copay per claim


Covered when prescribed by medical 


provider with copay ($5 for supplies and 


oxygen; $25 for DME) $15,000 annual 


maximum limit


Emergency Department (ER services)


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-emergency 


diagnosis 


Covered medically necessary - 


$3 copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis  


Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)


Family Planning services 


Birth control information and supplies - 


Pap smears - Pregnancy tests - Tubal 


ligations and vasectomies


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal 


ligations and vasectomies


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Hearing services Covered evaluation only Covered evaluation only No coverage


Home health care services


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when prescribed by 


a physician - $3 copay per visit


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization 


when prescribed by a physician - 


$3 copay per visit


No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 


intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only


Inpatient hospital services 
Covered - $10 copay per day up to 


$90 max per admission


Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
Covered - $50 copay per admission


Immunizations (as recommended by the 


Advisory Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered as recommended for adults


Covered as recommended for 


adults


Covered as recommended for adults - $10 


copay towards medication, administration 


not covered


Laboratory and X-ray
Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist


Covered - $3 copay per service 


at specialist


Covered - no copay for standard radiology 


($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, 


MRA, PET, CT)
Long-term care Covered No coverage No coverage


Mammograms Covered Covered Covered - no copay 


Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered


Orthodontic services No coverage No coverage No coverage


Outpatient hospital and surgery services
Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 


Covered medically necessary - 


$3 copay per day per visit 


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay 


per visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay 


per visit
Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered - no copay 


Optometric Services
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only


Coverage for eye diseases or 


eye injuries only


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 


only - $10 copay


Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered service


Personal care
Covered as prescribed in treatment 


plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan
No coverage


Physician services
4 visits per month; including any 


specialist visits- $3 copay per visit


Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 


visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-


PCP visits per month - $3 copay 


per visit


Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 


Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 


per visit


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered


Covered - $50 copay for inpatient 


admission


Prescription drugs 


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug costing 


$10.00 or less, $1.20 copay per drug 


costing $10.01 - $25.00, $2.40 copay 


per drug costing $25.01 - $50.00, 


$3.50 copay per drug costing $50.01 


or more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 


or more; no copay for 


maintenance drugs


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 


copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 







Prosthetic devices


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Limited coverage with prior authorization


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 


copay per admission


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services
Covered Covered No coverage


Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization
90 days without an 


authorization


90 days without an authorization - Copay 


same as prescription drugs
Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)
Covered Covered Inpatient - $50


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, 


Occupational
15 visits per year - hospital outpatient


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient


15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - 


$10 copay per visit


Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage


Vision equipment & therapy No coverage No coverage No coverage








Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan


Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO


Out-of-Pocket Limit n/a
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income
n/a


Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income
n/a


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income
$5,000/family $5,000/family $5,000/family


Copay/Deductible None Nominal copays None Nominal copays None Various Copays Various Copays $350 individual/$700 family None $350/$700 family


Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage No coverage
Covered as medically necessary $50 copay per 


occurrence; waived if admitted


Covered - $100 per-day copay, no 


deductible. $150 copay for air/sea 


transport.


Covered - $100 per-day copay. 


$150 copay for air/sea transport.


Covered - no copay or deductible if 


accident-related; 15% copay if not.


Behavioral health and substance abuse services Covered
Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay
Covered


Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay
No coverage


Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 


physician services limit per month. Copays 


vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per visit


Covered; Copays vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - 


$10 per visit


Licensed professional services - $20 


copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 


precert required, $250 copay per 


admission, no deductible, unlimited 


days


Licensed professional services -$25 


copay. Inpatient - precert 


required, $150 copay per day up 


to $750, unlimited days.


Licensed professional services - $10 


copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 


precert required, 15% copay.


Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered


Case- and disease-management 


services offered.


Case- and disease-management 


services offered.


Non mentioned. Lab Card pays 


100% outpt lab work. 


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various health 


assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 


and necessary follow-up care)


Covered N/A Covered N/A No coverage No coverage
No copay for preventive visits and well 


baby/well child
Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Dental services 
Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 


fillings & crowns


Emergency extractions; $3 copay 


per service. Limited benefits for 


pregnant women.


Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 


fillings & crowns


Emergency extractions; $3 copay 


per service. Limited benefits for 


pregnant women.


No coverage Limited dental benefits for pregnant women
Various dental benefits and copays effective 


October 2010


Cleaning 2X year paid at $16 for 


adults, $22 for children <13, no 


copay or deductible. Other services 


simularly capped. Filling paid $25 


for <13 hrs old, $16 for >13.


Cleaning 2X year covered with $25 


copay. No coverage for fillings or 


most other dental procedures.


Cleaning 2X year covered with 50% 


coinsurance. X-ray capped at $150. 


Filling paid at $21.


Diabetic supplies for self-management
Covered, plus one glucometer 


per year
Covered


Covered, plus one glucometer 


per year
Covered No coverage Covered - $5 copay Covered - $5 copay Not covered. Not covered. Not  covered.


Durable medical equipment


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may require 


prior authorization. $3 copay per 


claim


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may require 


prior authorization. $3 copay per 


claim


No coverage


Covered when prescribed by medical provider 


with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 


for DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit


Covered when prescribed by medical provider 


with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 for 


DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit


Covered when prescribed - 15% 


coinsurance.


Covered when prescribed - 30% 


coinsurance.


Covered when prescribed - 15% 


coinsurance.


Emergency Department (ER services) Covered


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis 


Covered


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis  


No coverage Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted) Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)


Covered - no deductibe or copay 


for accident, 15% coinsurance for 


other emergency.


Covered - $125 copay


Covered - no copay or deductible 


for accident; 15% coninsurance for 


emergency.


Family Planning services 


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 


and vasectomies


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 


and vasectomies


Men and women age 19 and over - Birth 


control information, services and supplies. 


Gardasil for men and women through age 


26. Tubal ligation & vasectomy for persons 


age 21 and older - no copay for any family 


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Covered - 15% coninsurance for 


services.


Covered - $25 copay for services, 


$150 copay for surgery,
Covered - 15% coinsurance.


Hearing services
Covered - evaluations, hearing 


aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only


Covered - evaluations, hearing 


aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only No coverage No coverage Newborn screening only


Covered if due to illness/injury - 


$15 coinsurnace; hearing aids paid 


with no deductible up to 


$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 


set in 3 years)


Covered if due to illness/injury - 


$25 copay; hearing aids paid with 


no deductible up to 


$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 


set in 3 years)


Covered if by MD/DO/audiologist - 


15% coinsurance.  Hearing aids 


$250/each copay, no deductible, 1 


set every 5 yrs


Home health care services


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician - $3 


copay per visit


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician 


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician - $3 


copay per visit


No coverage
No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 


intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only


36 visits covered annually without prior 


authorization when prescribed by a physician: 


$10 copay per visit


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 


visits/yr


Covered - $25 copay per visit, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 


visits/yr


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 50 


visits/yr. 


Inpatient hospital services Covered 
Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
Covered


Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
No coverage Covered - $50 copay per admission Covered - $50 copay per admission


Covered - $250/admission, no limit 


to days.


Covered - $150/day up to 


$750/admission, no limit to days.


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


precert. required


Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 


Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered


Covered as recommended for 


adults
Covered


Covered as recommended for 


adults
No coverage


Covered as recommended for adults - $10 


copay towards medication, administration not 


covered


Covered - No copay  Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Laboratory and X-ray Covered
Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist
Covered


Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist


Services related to family planning only - 


no copay 


Covered - no copay for standard radiology 


($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, 


PET, CT)


Covered - no copay for standard radiology ($25 


copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, PET, 


CT)


 Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 


levels


Covered - No copay for lab/EKG; 


$25 copay for x-ray, EEG, 


ultrasound; $75 for specialized 


scan


Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 


levels; no copay or deductible if 


LabCard


Long-term care Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Mammograms Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - No copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice


SoonerPlan
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Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan


Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice


SoonerPlan


Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered


Orthodontic services Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered when prior authorized Not  covered. Not  covered. No coverage


Outpatient hospital and surgery services Covered medically necessary
Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 
Covered medically necessary


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 


Services related to family planning only - 


no copay 


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 


visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per 


visit


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 


visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per visit
Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $75 copay/day/facility Covered - 15% coinsurance


Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered Covered Contraceptives only - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay No coverage No coverage No coverage


Optometric Services Covered
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only
Covered


Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only
No coverage


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 


only - $10 copay


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries only - 


$10 copay


Exams only related to medical 


condition - $20 copay


Exams only related to medical 


condition - $25 copay


1 exam annually for Children < 22 - 


no copay; adult coverage for eye 


diseases/injuries only - 15% 


coinsurance


Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered service Covered service Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7


Personal care
Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Physician services Covered
4 visits per month; including any 


specialist visits- $3 copay per visit
Covered


Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 


visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-


PCP visits per month - $3 copay 


per visit


Physician visits and physical exams related 


to family planning only - no copay 


Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 


Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 


per visit


No copay for preventive visits and well 


baby/well child. Other visits $10 copay


Covered - $20 copay PC provider, 


$30 copay specialist (no deductible)


Covered - $25 copay PC provider, 


$35 copay specialist


Covered - $10 copay PC provider, 


$20 specialist (no deductible)


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered Covered Covered Pregnancy tests for women - no copay Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Prescription drugs Unlimited coverage


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 or 


more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


Unlimited coverage


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 or 


more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


Contraceptives only - no copay 
6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 


copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 


6 per month limit; generic preferred. $5 for 


generic - $10 for brand name 


Retail and internet pharmacy - 


limited to 90-day supply, 20% 


coinsurance generic, 30-45% for 


brand name.  Mail Service - $15 


copay generic, $70-95 for brand 


name


Retail and internet pharmacy - 


limited to 34-day supply initially 


(then 90-day), $10 copay generic, 


$40 to 50% brand name. Mail-


order - no benefit. 


Retail pharmacy - limited to 30-day 


supply, $5 copay for generics, 50% 


or $200  max for brand name. Mail-


order - 90-day supply, no initial 


copay (then $15 copay), 50% or 


$500  max for brand name


Prosthetic devices
Covered when prior authorized; 


Orthotics are Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Covered when prior authorized; 


Orthotics are Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


No coverage Limited coverage with prior authorization Limited coverage with prior authorization Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - 30% coinsurance
Covered - 15% coinsurnace, not 


foot orthotics


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 copay 


per admission


Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage
Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered 15% coinsurance


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services
Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization No coverage
90 days without an authorization - Copay 


same as prescription drugs


90 days without an authorization - Copay same 


as prescription drugs
Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, no copay if prescribed.


Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)
Covered when prior authorized Covered Covered when prior authorized. Covered No coverage Inpatient - $50  Covered with prior authorization - $50 copay


No mention. RSAT Centers 


ineligible.


No mention. RSAT Centers 


ineligible.


Covered - $10 copay per visit, no 


deductible 


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational


Covered when prior authorized 


except initial treatment which 


does not require PA


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient


Covered when prior authorized 


except initial treatment which 


does not require PA


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient
No coverage


15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - $10 


copay per visit


 Covered with prior authorization - $10 copay 


per visit


Covered with prior authorization - 


$20 copay/visit, no deductibe, 


limited to 75 visits/year


Covered with prior authorization - 


$25 copay/visit, limited to 50 


visits/year


Covered with prior authorization - 


15% coinsurance, limited to 60 


vistis/yr for OT & PT, and 30/yr 


speech.


Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $150 copay/surgeon
Covered - 15% coinsurance, no 


deductible


Vision equipment & therapy
Eyeglasses only unless medically 


necessary. No therapy.
No coverage


Eyeglasses only unless medically 


necessary. No therapy.
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 15% 


coninsurance


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 30% 


coninsurance


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 15% 


coninsurance; Outpatient vision 


Methodology and Footnotes
1. Largest three state employee plans were provided by Diana O’Neal, Director of Finance, OSEEGIB, 2/29/12.
2. Largest HMO identified by Oklahoma Association of Health Plans executive director Laura Brookins in 3/22/12 e-mail.
3. The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
4. The health plans have not verified the accuracy of this comparison. More detailed descriptions, and perhaps a uniform questionnaire, would be necessary to perfectly compare coverage differences and limitations.
5. Largest three federal plans were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12.
6. Largest three small-group plans in Oklahoma were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12 based on 6/30/11 enrollment, http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125.pdf


Plan information was provided to OHCA by the carrier, using the reference number of the plan provided in the HHS guidance.
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Type of Service /


Cost-Sharing Feature


Out-of-Pocket Limit


Copay/Deductible


Ambulance or emergency transportation


Behavioral health and substance abuse services


Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various health 


assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 


and necessary follow-up care)


Dental services 


Diabetic supplies for self-management


Durable medical equipment


Emergency Department (ER services)


Family Planning services 


Hearing services


Home health care services


Inpatient hospital services 


Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 


Committee of Immunization Practices)


Laboratory and X-ray


Long-term care


Mammograms


State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO


HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care


$2,800 individual, $8,400-


$9,900/family depending on 


network status. Limit excludes 


copays, ER deductibles.


$2,500 individual, $5,000 family $3,000 individual, $5,000 family


$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$2,000-$8,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$1000 individual, $2000 family


$500/$1,500 family None None $1,000/$3,000 family $5,000/$15,000 family $1,000/$3,000 family


Most popular is       $750/$1500 


family &       $1000/$2000 family 


amounts;  $500/$1000 family 


available .


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - $50 copay


Covered - 20% coinsurance. No 


limit on visits or treatment days


Covered - Inpatient, $1,000 


copay/admission; outpatient, $35 


copay.


Covered - Inpatient, $250/day 


copay up to $750 max; outpatient, 


$25 copay.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$500 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


Covered - Inpatient $250 copay; 


partial inpatient $125 copay; 


intensive outpatient $62.50 


copay; outpatient $45 copay.


Medical Case Management during 


business hours.


Medical Case management during 


business hours
Not covered Non mentioned Non mentioned Non mentioned 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline


Covered - no copay or deductible, 


limited to 8 in first year, 4/yr for 


age 1-2, 2/re for age 3-5, 1/yr 


thereafter.  


Covered - no copay Covered - no copay
Covered - $20 copay. Deductible 


and coinsurance waived. 


Covered - $35 copay. Deductible 


and coinsurance waived. 


Covered - $20 copay. Preventive 


services rated A/B covered 100%.
Covered - no copay


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for stabilization of natural 


teeth due to injury only.


Covered for stabilization of natural 


teeth due to accidental damage 


only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Not for accidental injury to teeth 


within 72 hours of injury.


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $35 copay Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance
Covered - 20% copay, exempt 


from out-of-pocket limits


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance
Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 


Limited to $5,000 per year.


Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 


Limited to $5,000 per year.
Covered -20-40% coinsurance


Covered - 20% copay, annual 


max benefit of $3000.


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional ER deductible of $100, 


waived if admitted


Covered - $200 copay, waived if 


admitted


Covered - $150 copay, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - $150 copay


Covered - 20% coinsurance; 


diaphrams & other devices 


excluded.


Covered - $35 copay for PCP, $50 


specialist. $500 copay for surgery.


Covered - $50 copay for services in 


office setting
Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-40% coinsurance


Unstated coverage. Surgically 


implanted devices and diaphrams 


excluded.


Covered - Standard copay, limited 


to one/year, excludes 


comprehensive exam. Hearing aids 


covered only for children <18. one 


set every 4 years.


Covered - No copay with PCP. 


Hearing aids covered only for 


children <18, one set every 3 


years, $5,000 max/yr.


Covered for children with no copay 


if by PCP. Hearing aids covered 


only for children <18, one set every 


4 years. 


Covered for children < 18 - 20-


50% coinsurance, one set hearing 


aids every 4 years. Adults - 


Covered only in connection with 


treatment of disease or injury


Covered for children < 19 - 20-


50% coinsurance, one set hearing 


aids every 4 years. Adults - 


Covered only in connection with 


treatment of disease or injury


Covered for children < 19 - 20-50% 


coinsurance, one set hearing aids 


every 4 years. Adults - Covered 


only in connection with treatment 


of disease or injury


Covered - screening through PCP 


only. Hearing aids covered only 


for children <18. 


Covered - 20% coinsurance. 


Limited to 100 visits.
Covered - $50 copay. Covered - $25 copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits
Covered - 20% copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible


Covered - $1,000 copay per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $750 max.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$500 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $1000 max.


Covered - no copay or deductible. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay.


Covered - 20% coinsurance.


Covered - No copay for standard 


lab, radiology; $200 copay for 


specialized scans.


Covered - No copay for lab or 


radiology; $250 copay for 


specialized scans.


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center 


- 20-50% coinsurance


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center 


- 20-50% coinsurance


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center - 


20-40% coinsurance


Covered - No copay for lab or 


outpatient radiology; $150 copay 


for specialized scans.


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered - < 40,  1/year, $30 copay 
PCP and $50 copay specialist; >40, 


no cost if network.


Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  


per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 


per year for 40+.


Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  


per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 


per year for 40+.


Covered - no copay or deductible; Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
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Type of Service /


Cost-Sharing Feature


Nurse midwife and birthing center services


Orthodontic services


Outpatient hospital and surgery services


Over-the-counter contraceptives


Optometric Services


Patient Advice Line 


Personal care


Physician services


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)


Prescription drugs 


Prosthetic devices


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center 


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment 


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services


Stop Smoking (cessation) products


Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational


Transplant services


Vision equipment & therapy


1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.


State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO


HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma


Covered No coverage for births at home No coverage
Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


No coverage for births at home or 


non-network provider. 


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $500 copay per surgery Covered - $250 copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$200 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for surgery


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$200 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for surgery


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered  - $200 copay.


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery.


No coverage No coverage Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage Not covered


Covered - $30 copay PCP, $50 


specialist; 20-50% coinsurance


Covered - $35 copay PCP, $50 


specialist


Covered - $25 copay PCP, $50 


specialist


Covered - $20 copay, 20-50% 


coinsurance, waived for first 6 


visits


Covered - $35 copay, 20-50% 


coinsurance, waived for first 6 visits


Covered - $20 copay, 20-40% 


coinsurance


Covered - $35 copay PCP, $45 


specialist


Covered - 20% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay first visit only 


to PCP, $50 specialist; $1,000 


copay for hospital admit.


Covered - $25 copay first visit only; 


$250/day copay for hospital admit, 


$750 max.


Covered - $20 copay 1st visit only; 


20-50% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay 1st visit only; 


20-50% coinsurance.


Covered -$20 copay 1st visit only; 


20-40% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay first visit 


only; $250/day copay for hospital 


admit, $1000 max.


Limited to 30-day supply, up to $10 


copay generic, $15-30 preferred 


brand, $60-120 non-preferred 


brand.


Limited to 30-day/100-unit supply; 


$5 copay generic, $30 preferred 


brand, $60 non-preferred brand.


Limited to 30-day supply; $10 


copay generic, $50 preferred 


brand, $75 non-preferred brand.


50% coinsurance in-network, not 


subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 


max. $10,000 stop-loss.


50% coinsurance in-network, not 


subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 


max. $10,000 stop-loss.


$12/30% copay for generic, $25 for 


preferred brand; $25/30% for non-


preferred brand. Dispensing limits, 


prior authorization, step therapy, 


specialty program apply.


Covered as a rider only.


Covered - 20% coinsurance No coverage Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered - 20% copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible for non-network. 


Limited to 30 days.


Covered - Copay?
Covered - only thru MHNet 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible for non-network.


Covered - COPAY?
Covered if contractually affiliated 


with a hospital
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage


Not covered Not covered No coverage No coverage No coverage
No coverage except for 


authorized transplants.


Covered - $5 copay Covered - $10-50 copay Not mentioned Not mentioned No coverage Not covered


Covered Covered Covered Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered -  $250 copay


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


limited to 60 visits.


Covered - no copay if inpatient, 


$35 copay if PCP, $50 if specialist; 


limited to 60 days per episode.


Covered - no copay if inpatient, $50 


copay if outpatient; limited to 60 


days per event.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-40% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered - $35 copay , limited to 


60 days per disability per year.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - $1,000 per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $750 max.
Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance


Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $1000 max.


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery.


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-40% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is corrective lenses 


after cataract surgery (1 per 


lifetime).


The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
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ID Task Name Start Finish


1 1 Policy Sat 3/3/12 Mon 2/24/14


2 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/30/12


3 i) Populations Served Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


4 (1) New Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


5 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


6 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


7 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


8 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


9 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


10 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


11 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


12 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


13 i) Populations Served Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


14 (1) New Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12


15 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12


16 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


17 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


18 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


19 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


20 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


21 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


22 ii) Enrollment Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


23 (1) Online Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


24 (2) Paper Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


25 (3) Fax Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


26 (4) Telephone Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


27 (5) Agency Partners Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


28 iii) Eligibility Determination Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


29 (1) Income - MAGI Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


30 (2) Household makeup Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


31 (3) Verifications Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


32 c) State Plan Amendments Eff. 10/1/13 Sun 4/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


33 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


34 ii) Draft to public Tue 1/1/13 Wed 4/3/13


35 iii) Public Review of Plan Tue 11/6/12 Mon 3/25/13


36 (1) Tribal Consultation Tue 11/6/12 Thu 1/24/13


37 (2) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


38 (a) Board of Directors Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


39 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


40 (c)  Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


41 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


42 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


43 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


44 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


45 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


46 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


47 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


48 iv) Final to CMS Fri 5/10/13 Mon 9/30/13


49 d) Waiver Amendment for 1/1/13 Sat 3/3/12 Sat 12/15/12


50 i) Draft Plan for Waiver Populations Sat 3/3/12 Thu 8/30/12


51 ii) Feedback from CMS Tue 4/3/12 Thu 8/30/12


52 iii) Submit transition plan to CMS Sat 9/1/12 Sat 9/1/12


53 iv) Modify plan based on Leadership guidance Tue 11/6/12 Sat 12/15/12


54 d) Permanent Policy (effective date 10/1/13) Sun 4/1/12 Thu 5/9/13


55 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Fri 12/28/12


56 ii) Public Review of Plan Wed 10/31/12 Wed 3/13/13


57 (1) Publish Notice of Rulemaking Intent Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12


58 (2) Tribal Consultation Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12


59 (3) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


60 (a) Board of Directors Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


61 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


62 (c) Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


63 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


64 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


65 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


66 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


67 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


68 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


69 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


70 iii) OHCA Board Consideration Thu 3/14/13 Thu 3/14/13


71 iv) Legislative Consideration / Approval by May 6, 2013


– Rules Committee


Mon 3/25/13 Mon 5/6/13


72 v) Governor Consideration / Approval by May 9, 2013 Mon 3/25/13 Thu 5/9/13


73 e) Rates & Standards Tue 1/1/13 Mon 2/24/14


74 i) SPARC approval Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13


75 ii) Final approval Sat 3/30/13 Mon 2/24/14


76 2  Insure Oklahoma Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14


77 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


78 b) Seek Guidance from CMS re: MAGI, Elig., Enrollment Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


79 c) Incorporate IO Changes into SPA, Waiver, Rules Sun 4/1/12 Sun 3/31/13


80 d) Develop seamless transition plan for IO members Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/2/13


81 e) Outreach to members, employers, providers, agents Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


82 f) Implement Changes Tue 10/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


83 g) Monitor transition impact Tue 10/1/13 Tue 12/30/14


84 3 Provider Network Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14


85 a) Assess areas for recruitment Tue 5/15/12 Wed 1/1/14


86 i) Develop recruitment plan Tue 5/15/12 Fri 7/13/12


87 ii) Pursue recruitment areas Sun 7/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


88 b) Design and draft changes/amendments to contracts Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


89 i) Draft new language in contract Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12
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ID Task Name Start Finish


90 ii) Circulate for approvals (CMS, legal, advisories) Tue 1/1/13 Mon 3/25/13


91 iii) Finalize new contract / amendment June 2013 Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


92 c) New/modified (amendment) contracts executed Thu 8/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


93 i) Provider Info entered into system Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13


94 ii) Provider info available through OE Mon 9/2/13 Mon 9/30/13


95 iii) Providers available to be selected at application Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


96 d) Outreach to medical 


schools/residency/associations/licensure boards


Sat 1/1/11 Tue 10/1/13


97 e) Recruitment of contract candidates Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


98 f) Onsite visits with contract candidates Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


99 h) Semi-annual recruitment session Mon 4/1/13 Tue 4/30/13


100 i) Semi-annual recruitment session Tue 10/1/13 Wed 10/30/13


101 4) SoonerCare Operations Sat 1/1/11 Wed 12/31/14


102 a) Assess Programmatic Impact Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


103 i) Dental Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


104 ii) Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


105 iii) Medical Authorization Unit Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


106 iv) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


107 v) Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


108 vi) Quality Assurance Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


109 vii) Child Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


110 viii) Behavioral Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


111 ix) NET / SoonerRide Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


112 x) Indian Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


113 xi) SoonerCare Supports Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


114 (1) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


115 (2) Patient Centered Medical Home Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


116 (3) Non-emergency Transportation Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


117 b) Assess Quality Improvement Areas Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


118 (i) Chronic conditions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


10/1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


119 (ii) Preventive education / services Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


120 (iii) Functional families Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


121 (iv) Work capability considerations Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


122 c) Implement Quality Improvement Strategies Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14


123 d) Monitor Care Coordination/integration with HIX Wed 1/1/14 Tue 12/30/14


124 e) Monitor Member Transitions Wed 1/1/14 Wed 12/31/14


125 f) Refine Process/Training Tue 4/1/14 Wed 12/31/14


126 5 Benefits Package Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


127 (a) Seek guidance from state leaders Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


128 (b) Seek guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


129 ( c) Analyze regulation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


130 (d) Identify draft package and PCMH/HAN delivery model Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


131 (e) Collaborate with external agencies Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


132 (f) Prepare cost analysis Sun 7/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


133 (g) Incorporate into SPA/Rules/Waivers Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


134 (h) Public Review of Package Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


135 (i) Rules approval/disapproval by Legislature / Governor Mon 4/1/13 Thu 5/30/13


136 (j) SPA / Waiver approval/disapproval by CMS Fri 5/31/13 Mon 9/30/13


137 6 Marketing, Outreach & Education Tue 5/1/12 Mon 12/30/13


138 a) Tribal Consultation Tue 5/1/12 Mon 7/2/12


139 b) Statewide and County-level needs assessment Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


140 c) Conduct Surveys, Interviews, Focus Groups Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


141 1) Providers Mon 10/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


142 2) Members Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13


143 3) Communit Partners Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


144 d) Survey Results to Workgroups Mon 4/1/13 Sat 6/1/13


145 e) Develop Outreach / Education Plan Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


146 f) Conduct webinars, regional meetings, media 


advertisement


Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


147 7 Finance & Reporting Sun 1/1/12 Mon 6/30/14
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ID Task Name Start Finish


148 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on FMAP/Reporting Changes Sun 1/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


149 b) Appropriation Requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


150 Estimate cost increases Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


151  IT programming (no FFP for shadow system) Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


152 Additional FTE Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


153 Revised cost estimates from budget requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


154 Increased claim volume & financial projections Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


155 c) FMAP Claiming Wed 5/16/12 Mon 9/30/13


156 10-state pilot results from CMS Wed 5/16/12 Thu 11/1/12


157  Determine best method for OHCA Thu 11/1/12 Fri 1/18/13


158 Design workflow for FMAP determination Fri 1/18/13 Mon 9/30/13


159 d) New Third-party Liability matches Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


160 e) Identify Changes to Financial Reports Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


161 i) MAR Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


162 ii) CMS 64 Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


163 iii) 283 Reports (enrollment) Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


164 iv) Other / New Reports required? Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


165 f) Fast Facts Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


166 i) Enrollment: new aid categories Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


167 g) Annual Report Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


168 h) Quality Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


169 i) HEDIS, CAHPS Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


170 ii) PCMH Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


171 iii) P’s & Q’s Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


172 i) Monitor / Refine Financing Impact Tue 10/1/13 Mon 6/30/14


173 8 Audit Fri 6/1/12 Mon 6/30/14


174 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on Audit Changes Fri 6/1/12 Tue 12/31/13


175 b) Establish new / changed audit program Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


176 i) State based = OHCA internal, OHCA controls, AG, 


SA&I


Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13
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ID Task Name Start Finish


177 ii) Federal based = PERM, PAM, RAC, etc Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


178 c) Monitor / refine audit procedures Wed 1/1/14 Mon 6/30/14


179 9 Information Services Mon 4/30/12 Tue 12/30/14


180 a) Seek Guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


181 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


182 i) MAGI Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


183 ii) Eligibillity Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


184 iii) Enrollment Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


185 c) Advanced Planning Document / Enhanced FMAP Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14


186 d) Define Aid Categories (newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


187 e) Define Aid Categories (non-newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


188 f) Seek guidance from CMS re: Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


189 g) Identify Eligiblity Process Changes Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


190 i) MAGI Income considerations Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


191 ii) House Composition Sun 1/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


192 iii) State / federal verifications Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


193 iv) Rules engine Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


194 h) Identify Enrollment Process Changes Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


195 i) Capabilities for online, paper, fax, phone, partners Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


196 ii) Member notices / letters Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


197 iii) ID / Membership cards Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


198 i) Identify Changes on Online Enrollment Applications Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


199 i) New Questions required Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


200 ii) Revised Questions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


201 iii) Community Partner Connectivity / use / training Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


202 iv) Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


203 j) Requirements Validation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


204 k) Programming Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


205 l) Testing Mon 4/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


206 m) Training Thu 6/7/01 Mon 6/30/14
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207 n) System Operational (go-live) Tue 10/1/13 Mon 3/31/14


208 10 Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 6/30/14


209 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


210 b) Assess New / Changed caller questions Sun 4/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


211 c) Identify Options/scripts/assistance from call center Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


212 d) Assess need for Outbound Calls Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


213 e) Work with call center vendor to implement changes Tue 1/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


214 f) Conduct  readiness reviews, refine training Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


215 g) Monitor volume, satisfaction Mon 7/1/13 Mon 6/30/14


216 11 Administrative Agreements / Professional Contracts Sat 1/1/11 Sun 3/30/14


217 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


218 b) Identify necessary new / changed contracts Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


219 (i) Health Management Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


220 (ii) Telligen - Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


221 (iii) HP MMIS Maintenance Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


222 (iv) Integrated Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


223 (v) Logisticare Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


224 (vi) MedSolutions Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


225 (vii) BH prior authorizations Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


226 (viii) ALJ outside contractors Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


227 (ix) AG for appeals Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


228 (x) College of Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


229 (xi) Clinical consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


230 (xii) OT/PT/SLP consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


231 (xiii) HP Call center charges (assume one-time set up fee) Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


232 (xiv) OU – University Printing Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


233 (xv) Automated Mail Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


234 (xvi) Marketing campaign Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


235 (xvii) United States Postal Service - Postage Costs Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


236 (xviii) OU Tulsa - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1


2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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ID Task Name Start Finish


237 (xix) OU OKC - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


238 c) Evaluate Required Resources Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


239 d) State Procurement Processes Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


240 e) Issue P.O.'s / Change Orders Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


241 f) Execute Contracts Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14


242 12 Human Resources Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14


243 a) Assessment of Staffing / Training Needs Sat 1/1/11 Sun 9/30/12


244 b) Secure FTE approval from State Leadership Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


245 c) Secure Resources (funding/space/equipment) Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


246 i) Staffing tracks Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


247 (1) Start date July 2013 – Member services staff for 


enrollment activities 10/1


Sat 6/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


248 (a) positions posted Sat 6/1/13 Sat 6/15/13


249 (b) hiring starts Mon 7/1/13 Tue 7/30/13


250 ( c) training Mon 7/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


251 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


252 (2) Start date October 2013 – Call center staff for 


enrollment 10/1


Mon 7/1/13 Tue 10/15/13


253 (a) positions posted Mon 7/1/13 Mon 7/15/13


254 (b) hiring starts Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13


255 ( c) training Thu 8/15/13 Tue 10/15/13


256 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


257 (3) Start date January 2014 – Medicaid 


authorization, care management, claims resolution 


for activities 1/1/14


Tue 10/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


258 (a) positions posted Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/15/13


259 (b) hiring starts Fri 11/1/13 Fri 11/15/13


260 ( c) training Fri 11/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


261 (d) operations start Wed 1/1/14 Wed 1/1/14


262 d) New organizational charts Mon 7/2/12 Wed 1/1/14


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1


2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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1 1 Policy


SoonerCare expansions mandated by the ACA will require policy changes that must be approved by federal (CMS) and state (OHCA boards, legislature) policymakers.
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SecureMail Gateway has certified this message:

Part 1  (the whole message):
  This part was successfully decrypted.
    Verified integrity check from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>
      at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT: robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org  
	Email aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
    Verified certificate from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>
      at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT: robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org  
	Email aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us




SecureMail Gateway has certified
  this message:








		Part 1  (the whole message):

		Encrypted		Y		This part was successfully decrypted.

		Integrity		Y		Verified integrity check from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT

		Origin		robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org

Email Aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us

		Certificate		Y		Verified certificate from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT

		Origin		robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org

Email Aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us






From: Cindy Roberts
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler (Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov)
Subject: ACA Follow-Up Information
Date: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 11:54:06 AM
Attachments: OHCA Dual Eligible Proposal May 2012.pdf

Summary of Dual Eligible efforts September 2012.pdf
Medicaid Policy Oppositions 9.28.12.docx
Comparison of InsureOk and SoonerCare benefit plans Sept 2012.pdf
Comparison of OK Benefits Plans Sept 2012.pdf
ACA Timeline OHCA 9.28.12.pdf
globalcerts.txt
globalcerts.html

Julie / Katie –
Attached are most of the requests from last Wednesday’s meeting.  Please let us know if (when)
you have additional questions.
Cindy

 
 

1)       Duals proposal submitted in May 2012
2)       Duals update May-Sept 2012
3)       Push-back list of ACA policy changes we would change (Ty & Traylor are looking over this

copy)
4)       Benefit comparison of Insure Okahoma and SoonerCare (with cost sharing)
5)       Benefit comparison of IO, SoonerCare and the Oklahoma benchmark plans as listed in the

ACA
6)       Expanded Timeline of ACA planning

 
In the works - Additional administrative cost analysis specific to the Medicaid Expansion and for
processing applications 5 ways (online, paper, fax, phone, partners).
 
Julie  / Nicole / John have been added to all scheduled meetings as requested. We’ll continue this
practice moving forward.
 
 
 
Cindy Roberts, CPA, CGFM 
Deputy, Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma Health Care Authority / Policy, Planning & Integrity
(405) 522-7253 
cindy.roberts@okhca.org
 
 

24873

mailto:Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org
mailto:/o=Oklahoma State Department of Health/ou=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=Juliek
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:cindy.roberts@okhca.org
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 


This document is Oklahoma’s proposal for “State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals”.  The document 
describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Oklahoma’s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and 
operate an integrated delivery system and payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of 
care for dual eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI), 
Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state’s dual eligible population.   
 


1) Oklahoma’s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery mechanisms for Medicare and 
Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma’s dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an 
interdisciplinary care team, this approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member’s care.  This level of 
integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by SoonerCare and Medicare.  
Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks to improve member access to appropriate services, 
integrate a comprehensive range of services for individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 


2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), the second approach to care 
integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the 
practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to 
facilitate the management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the development of 
community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and e) the integration of these methodologies 
into graduate medical education.  


 


3) Oklahoma’s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated Care Sites (ICS) 
demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
model, while making some modifications to the existing PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to 
benefit from the proven high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 
demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the PACE model. 


 


Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 
In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has designed a model of care 
coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the target population by improving care management and 
access, while reducing costs by improving efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has 
historically been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 


The OHCA care coordination program known as “SoonerCare Silver” aims to improve the integration of care by adding care 
coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a 
bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure 
the member is receiving all the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
work collectively to develop and implement the member’s action plan to achieve a positive health outcome.   
 


Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 


Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 


Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) Statewide  
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Summary of Covered Benefits  
Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits, care 
coordination services will be offered to the eligible full benefit 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   


Financing Model Fee-for-Service 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   September 2011 thru March 2012 
Workgroup meetings:  October  2011 thru February 2012 
Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both Medicare and SoonerCare. 
Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered 
“full benefit” duals. The bulk of Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 
coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-term care services.  Fragmented 
care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  
Recently, national attention is being directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 


In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually eligible SoonerCare members 
by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to 
primary care and behavioral health services, 2) improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to 
the target population.   
 


The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and SoonerCare while providing care 
coordination at the point of member access to services through the two healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this 
program, these dually eligible SoonerCare members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health 
providers in an efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery system as 
quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been differences in benefits, different 
billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination 
of services will reduce member barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the 
comprehensive benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can direct 
members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, and who are more thoroughly 
educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently reoccurring comorbidities.  


 


Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 727,369 SoonerCare 
members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people who were eligible in both categories at the same 
time, and are called dually eligible1.  In June 2011, there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide2.  Total 
enrollment for dual eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 1%, African 
American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 0.7%3.  By age and gender, the demographics 
of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than 
age 65 -22%4.  


                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a different point in time than overall numbers. 
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The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or SoonerCare.  They are 
characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral 
health impairments and have a higher rate of being low-income5.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports 
national trending in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge as they 
constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher percentage of spending.  Looking at those 
without existing case management services, 62 percent were characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates 
of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 
are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 


The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 


 Overall Individuals receiving LTSS in 
institutional settings 


Individuals receiving LTSS in HCBS 
settings 


other 


Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  
Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  
Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  
Individuals with a serious mental illness 8,421 383 1,085 6,953 


 


Care Model Overview 
Oklahoma’s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban counties, Cleveland, Comanche, 
Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state’s population.  Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed 
counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state’s citizens living in one of the remaining 
68 rural counties6.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible members residing in all of 
Oklahoma’s counties with limited exceptions.  
 


Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa’s Health Innovation Zone (THIZ), PACE and the ICS will 
be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care 
coordination services through their current benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare 
Silver program.  
 


General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid Eligibility guidelines are 
described in Appendix B. 
 


Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States.  If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits at age 
65 without having to pay premiums. 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits under 
age 65 without having to pay premiums. 
 
 


In general, the following groups of individuals may qualify for SoonerCare 
services: 
Adults with children under 19  
Children under 19 and pregnant women  
Individuals 65 and older  
Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  
Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer treatment  
Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family planning needs 
In addition to the citizenship and the state residency requirements, a 
SoonerCare applicant must meet categorical and financial requirements. 
SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA’s website 
www.okhca.org 


                                                 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State’s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 
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As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid and Medicare will automatically 
be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the 
program, should they choose to no longer participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential 
members prior to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside vendor, OHCA, 
and CMS. 
 


Oklahoma’s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support for implementation, with a 
variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support for dual eligible members.  These members will now 
be offered the additional service of care coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit 
of care coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member’s services together.  The care coordinator will work directly 
with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such as the nurse case manager, social worker and other 
providers who are currently providing services to the member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing 
Part D services.  Care coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve as a 
liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the community or a facility.  
 


The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA care management program.  This 
program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-
one staff assistance, called “practice facilitation”.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 
software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, practice facilitators 
collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of care through implementation of enhanced 
disease management protocols and improved patient tracking and reporting systems7.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care 
management.  This program is offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive 
modeling software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in education, an 
individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 


Lessons learned from OHCA’s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing appropriate and proficient 
services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  People who are dually eligible, even those with the most 
complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that 
can be modeled for the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population to identify 
opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 


Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management (SCCM).  SCCM is for 
members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are directed to specific programs that address their 
exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited 
to: the coordination of out of state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 
and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for supportive services, such as 
private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 


OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with 
chronic mental illnesses.  Children diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who 
qualify, and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, who coordinates a team 
of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 


Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health centers (CMHCs) and their 
satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, 
                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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assessment and referral services, emergency services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community 
support services designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 
therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All CMHCs provide services to both 
adults and children.  
 


With the integration of health homes, the CMHC’s will have the additional offering of providing wrap around comprehensive behavioral 
health services to eligible members with an established PCP relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated 
facilities and the other ten are contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 
centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about numbers of health homes 
participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as 
Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS’ website www.odmhsas.org.   
 


Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. The purpose is to reduce 
inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS 
Child Welfare Worker, counselor, teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a 
task to be completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a month. 
 


As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually eligible, (HMP excludes dual 
eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) these programs still provide a rich array of information that 
can be used to significantly improve the delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to 
the need for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program’s steady responses to a population who resides in the 
same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of Care are additional programs that will help 
provide a framework of information for providing care coordination to the duals.  


 


Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these programs, members are offered 
case management services.  While case management provides some help with support services and other programs along with 
monitoring a member’s health and welfare, case management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 


A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  complementary to existing 
services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental 
disabilities are assigned a care coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be 
responsible for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual’s needs.  No services will be added to 
those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering care coordination on their existing services. 
 


These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would receive would be oriented toward 
quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a 
member.  Those members not in a waiver or HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare 
and Medicaid savings.8  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual eligible member; 
notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 


Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 


Name Operator Targeted Population Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


Advantage 
Waiver 


OKDHS-
Aging 


Elderly, physically 
disabled 21+ 


HCBS OKDHS 


Case managers from private industry provider agencies develop a 
waiver services plan that takes into account the member’s informal 
supports and other programs.  These providers are responsible for 
monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and 
welfare.  Disease management is not in case management scope. 


                                                 
8 PHPG 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


6 
 


Community 
Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3 and 
older 


HCBS OKDHS 


For each of these waiver programs, State agency case managers 
develop service plans, which include residential services.  These case 
managers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 


Homeward 
Bound Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


Class members HCBS OKDHS 


In-home 
Supports for 
Adults Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD 18 and older HCBS OKDHS 


In-home 
Supports for 
Children Waiver 


OKDHS-
DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3- 17 HCBS OKDHS 


PACE 
OHCA-
OLL 


55 and older 
Capitated 
model 


Medicare 
& Medicaid 


The PACE provider furnishes case management and is responsible for 
development of a service plan. 


Living Choice 
demonstration 


OHCA-
OLL 


19 and older HCBS OHCA 


For these waiver programs, case managers from private industry 
provider agencies develop a transition/community plan that takes into 
account the member’s informal supports and other programs.  These 
providers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 
 
 


My Life; My 
Choice Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates with 
physical disabilities 
and younger than 65 


HCBS OHCA 


Sooner Seniors 
Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates who are 65 
and older 


HCBS OHCA 


Medically Fragile 
Waiver 


OHCA-
OLL 


19 and older HCBS OHCA 


Nursing 
Facilities or 
ICFs-MR 


OHCA   OHCA 


Member is admitted to facility under physician’s orders and is monitored 
24/7 by staff.  A Minimum Data Set is completed and the care plan is 
developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at least quarterly or when 
a significant change in the member’s condition occurs. 


State Plan 
Personal Care 


OKDHS-
Aging 


All ages 
Personal 
care 


OKDHS 


Nurses from private industry provider agencies develop a personal care 
services plan that takes into account the member’s informal supports 
and other programs.  These providers are responsible for monitoring 
the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and welfare.  Disease 
management is not in the scope of personal care services.  In addition, 
the State agency nurse who assesses the member performs ongoing 
monitoring and makes a determination regarding level of care. 


Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental 
Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the 
Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care Facilities for Mental Retardation 


 
Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care coordinator will review the 
member’s current level of participation to determine if the member is already enrolled in any existing program.  The care 
coordinator will specifically check other OHCA programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers 
and/or State plan services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing specialty 
behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans (SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other 
state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care coordination staff can monitor the member’s participation through 
the case manager or through case management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 
utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 


In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct populations.  
1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 
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2) Nursing facility residents;  
3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  
4) “Target” group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  


 


Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 


Population 
Chronically Ill 
Dual Eligibles 


Medicare 
Member 
Months 


Total Medicare/ 
Medicaid Spending 


PMPM 
Spending 


Total IP 
Admissions 
per 1,000 


Total OP 
Visits 
per 1,000 


Total SNF Days 
per 1,000 


Total Physician 
Visits 


per 1,000 


Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 


ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 


Nursing Facility 10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 


DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 


TOTAL 
(Unduplicated) 


 
78,115 


 
879,729 


 
$2,181,710,259 


 
$2,480 


 
627 


 
5,039 


 
3,319 


 
5,982 


 


Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section will briefly describe potential 
sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service 
system, and will require a new approach to solve an old problem.  
 


ER Utilization Program 
People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital admissions.  As a part of 
implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their professional associations will need to be strengthened.  
The hospitals serve as a significant provider of medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now 
presented to discuss hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 
inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 
2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that is, by definition, “hospitalizations that could have been avoided, 
either because the condition could have been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care”.  Collaborating around the 
issue of Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of care for duals and reduce 
expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of the recent initiative “Partnership for Patients” which lists 
reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of its goals. 
 


Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect members to their PCP, and 
schedule appointments for their care around the member’s personal schedule.  This anticipated relationship is intended to help the 
member plan for health care services and visit the emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by 
their PCP. 


 


Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent hospitalizations will result 
in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health 
care providers prepare daily to address the specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health 
history and chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced earlier, educate 
providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each member/patient. 
 


Hospital Integrations 
Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that “Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from CMS to cut readmissions.  
In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more 
attention to patients after discharge.  A key component of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high 
numbers of patients are readmitted, prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.” 
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The article continues, “With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial consequences to take action.  
Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to 
their home.  The Medicare reimbursement change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about 
patients on an outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.”  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to foster a new 
type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality care and reduced costs.  The care 
coordinator will work with the member’s hospital to allow a better coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  


As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up with a patient’s action plan.  This 
will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, pharmacists, and others, who can review the member’s initial 
completed assessment data and make a recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The 
review team can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient’s records. 
 


Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 


 
 


SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 
Care Coordinator  
This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical experience is required and preference will be given to 
those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: 
Notifying the member of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 
manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress of a member.  Routinely 
the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the improvement of a member’s health care.  It will also be 
essential to maintain interaction with the member’s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member 
and the provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will also address any 
language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 


Social Services Coordinator 
The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical science or related field.  Also 
requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with 
people with disabilities.  The Social Service Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which 
involve the member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator will also 
address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community resources/social agencies in a 
member’s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a member how to care for their individual medical or 
behavioral health care needs. 
 


Nurse Care Management Supervisor  
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This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of experience in a medical or behavioral health setting 
and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret 
governmental regulations as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 
Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the public in general.  
Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and tracking performance. 
 


Behavioral Health Specialist 
The staff for this position will possess a master’s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a program which qualifies for 
licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This 
position also calls for at least four years of full time professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative 
or management position. This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 
communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 


Administrative/Management 
The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be responsible for: 


• Hiring staff 
• Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 
• Enrollment/disenrollment of members 
• Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 
• Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 
• Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 
• Referral and authorization processes 
• Assist with claims submission 
• Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 
• Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the care coordinator will be 


handled 
 


Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 
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The flow chart above describes the member’s movement through the care coordination system, and the services that are available 
as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit 
the system at any time during the process.  The member’s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered 
a vital part of the support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member’s care plan.  This 
caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the member receives needed services 
and the best quality of care.  
 


The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA’s experience with existing care 
coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear to have relevance for Oklahoma’s dual eligible population.  
OHCA will implement a care coordination program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program 
success and that appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features are: 
• Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 
• Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  
• Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 
• Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient’s hospitalization and enhance the care coordinator’s potential to 


manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 
• Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 
• Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  Some practices have made 


onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients privately before or after their visits. 
• Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 
• Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 
• Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 


After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform ongoing assessments.  Should a 
member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may 
also be given a referral from a behavioral health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information 
on behavioral health resources convenient to their geographic location.   
 
Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-morbidities.  Behavioral health is an 
important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities 
(including substance abuse issues) and must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  
Currently, both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute psychiatric 
hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a care coordination model with such a 
focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have 
access to and are knowledgeable about the importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the 
service system.  It is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through the 
vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting with community-based 
resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  
Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement 
with the vendor(s).  Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service available in 
the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and 
other community resources, the member can be referred to help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
             


OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are necessary for a 
comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project staff will oversee the procurement process 
and subsequent contract award and development; the implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the 
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information services platform to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and 
member service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward project outcomes. 
A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to obtain stakeholder input from 
beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared 
savings to include in the financing structure. 
 


Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by predictive modeling software, which 
will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, 
based on the risk assessment for each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 
SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling and measurement, clinical 
surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to 
identify members with the most complex and comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to 
use the MedAI software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care management 
systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical and financial decisions.  MedAI’s website 
describes its strength as a provider of analytics for healthcare9.  
 


The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting members’ participation, 
progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for 
multiple professional users to access health records, and a care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if 
a face-to-face meeting is not warranted for the decision about the members’ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 
coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, care coordinators will receive 
claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims 
information, member history information, PCP information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to 
develop an action plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of concerns, 
develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall coordination of care among various 
disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management 
(Atlantes Levels of Care) are: Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. Additional 
levels of care can be added as needed.  
 


Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of quality metrics that will be used 
to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and 
the care coordinator can support the member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational 
entity that provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that comprise 
effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active engagement by the member, family and 
others involved with the healthcare of the member.  
 


As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at a minimum) the standards 
already established in the state’s existing care management programs.  In regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be 
available for the care coordinator to access the history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been 
reviewed, the care coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the individual’s 
family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the member through the developed care 
plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for 
tracking adjustments, claims, finance information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, 
and contracts on a member’s account. 
 


                                                 
9 www.medai.com. 
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The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be contracted out to vendors.  At this 
time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination 
services provided by the vendor through contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and 
monitoring cost savings. 
 


In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and concluded that care 
coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared factors that build on existing services.  Studies 
conducted regarding care coordination and evidence based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  
1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in person per month for the 


care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 
2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk for hospitalizations to have 


an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of readmissions. 
3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 
4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital staff to provide programs 


with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 
5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member’s cases.  Physicians that participated in the studies 


ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet prior to or after health care appointments.          
6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 
7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 


The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care coordination will apply all of 
these elements to provide the best quality of services to members addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, 
diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer’s, Arthritis, and 
Affective and other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, and other 
aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 


This chart shows how all components of a member’s care will have to work together, with the Care Coordinator being the missing 
link between the member and any of these services. 
 


Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 
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Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled the timelines and intent of the 
demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the 
project design.  Since September of 2011, dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, 
including, but not limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose membership includes 
dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, government staff, elected officials and anyone who has 
an interest in the design of a service delivery model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid10.  
 


The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  Project staff members also 
see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of workgroups are aware of the related tasks and 
recommendations of other workgroups, and those principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder 
Meeting dates and location(s): 
1st Stakeholder Meeting September 29th, 2011  Boldt Construction Center    
2nd Stakeholder Meeting  November 30th, 2011  Metro Technology Center 
3rd Stakeholder Meeting  January 19th, 2012  OHCA 
4th Stakeholder Meeting  March 22nd, 2012  OUHSC College of Allied Health 
5th Stakeholder Meeting April 20th, 2012  OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 
6th Stakeholder Meeting May 3rd, 2012  Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 
7th Stakeholder Meeting May 14th, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 
     


Workgroups were assembled into four groups.  They are: All things Communications; Care Coordination; Behavioral Health; and 
Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder 
Meetings.  The majority of our workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 


Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health  
 


Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders and workgroup invitations 
were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited 
to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an 
overview of the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our community partners 
from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and community mental health centers.  This proved to be very 
effective and gathered excellent feedback for our member’s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create 
relationships with stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving 
the citizens of our state. 
 


People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare members.  Complaints are 
to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 
of the Member Handbook, written in English and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member’s denial of services or treatment, 
as requested by their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission appeals11.  
 


OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders to focus on 
planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency 


                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at www.okhca.org/Dual-el 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf  
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challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff 
conducted numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task 
oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The 
planning and development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 
design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and involvement of many 
stakeholders.  
 


Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the involvement and support around the 
agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting 
to discuss the opportunity, and then follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller 
sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 


After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through email, web updates, and 
attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to provide feedback, starting with their comments about the 
program design, and thereafter.  Upon implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as 
advisors to dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a scheduled basis, along 
with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to OHCA’s public information office, “a number of voices 
help to shape SoonerCare programs and policies.” 
 


The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care services and make 
recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial concerns related to the administration of the 
agency; Information related to the management, and operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well 
as consumers and other state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 


 


Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive feedback about the project.  
www.okhca.org/dual-el. 
 


Financing and Payment 
OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying the resources needed to enter 
into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the 
challenges of the upfront investment in care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from 
resulting savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or exceeding 
established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 


Oklahoma’s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing Medicare and Medicaid enrollment 
figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it 
seems a logical conclusion to examine increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of 
services.  OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are dually eligible. 
 


PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health care initiatives for government-
sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for 
SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually 
eligible in Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually eligible in that time period 
was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid 
not covered by Medicare, without the full range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for 
the period of time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model creates potential 
for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for the target population.  Targeted for reduction 
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are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is 
supported by patterns of expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 
current care coordination model literature). 
 


Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 
  Medicare      Medicaid                                    Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 
Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 
LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 
Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 
Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 


High-level analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these 
members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial 
years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and 
projections for subsequent years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive 
modeling that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where 
cost savings may be achieved.  
 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 
Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category PMPM Spending Total IP 
Admissions 


Total OP Visits Total SNF Days Total Physician 
Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 
5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 
9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 
These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first year due to Care Coordination. 
 


A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to refine savings estimates, to 
reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic 
care coordination program will ultimately encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of 
behavioral health conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of co-
morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member’s behavioral health needs before seeking to improve their physical 
health and chronic care self-management skills12.  The first year of the project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an 
integrated services model.  In future years, the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more 
effectively prevent or reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits13.  
 


                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk based contract with an outside 
vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be 
accomplished by releasing a request for proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a 
qualified vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  The vendor(s) will 
receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   
The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP has been released, the OHCA 
will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver 
program is intended to be statewide covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 


Expected Outcomes 
The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to CMS.  Program data is organized 
and distributed monthly via “Fast Facts.” Member satisfaction will be tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance 
Department monitors claim accuracy and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key 
metrics related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes of evaluation by 
CMS. 
 
After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following services:  Emergency Room 
visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services 
will be reported monthly, along with methods of reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated 
into the care coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care management 
offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital admissions with the dual eligible population.  
Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in 
reducing costs to overall patient services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure 
education from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of Michigan Hospital 
who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge.  This study showed 
improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination 
could reduce emergency room visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 
decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall lower expenditures 
 


Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting adherence to pharmacologic 
regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. However, after three years, with care coordination overall 
reduction in prescription coverage is likely to occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of 
durable medical equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor’s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to show the 
following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 


Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 


Outcome Results 
• Increase member participation  in health literacy and medical 


adherence   
• Increased member scheduled appointments with PCP 
• Increased kept appointments with PCP 


• Increased member participation in disease –specific 
education and self-directed care 


• Increased number of action plans being followed 


• Increase in primary care provider use and expenditures.  
increased expenditures in year 1 , year 2, and leveling off in 
year 3 


• Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab work. 
• No change in annual expenditures 


• Increase in physician specialty use with decreased expenses 
 


• Decrease in total expenditures related to physician specialty 
services 


• Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- decreased • Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 
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expenses in year 1 and subsequent decreased visits by people 
who are dually eligible 


• Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions (within 30 
days, 60 days, 90 days) 


• Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 


• Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare skilled 
nursing days 


• Better management of overall health for duals 
• Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  


• Increase in home- and community-based service use and 
expenditures.   


• Increase in HCBS expenditures 


 


Analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these members could 
yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more 
specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent 
years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  that can be used in 
advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. 
Based on current spending and applying anticipated cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care 
coordination. 


Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 


Services Total Spending % quality outcomes Yr. 3 for RX year 1 year 2 year 3 
Inpatient $428,856,323.40 0.05    


 
  


$21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 
Outpatient $142,411,656.10 0.03 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 
LTC $517,853,846.08 0.03 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 
Prescriptions $324,698,399.00 0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95 $16,234,919.95 $32,469,839.90 
Physicians $157,435,269.40 0.05 


 
$7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 


 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
The state’s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for the Oklahoma Medicaid 
(SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma heading and controlling costs of state-purchased 
health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external 
vendor(s) so additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 


The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange for the release an RFP that 
supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to 
follow regarding adherence to documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 
selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for day to day operations of the 
proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for 
Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible 
for hiring prospective staff to include: 
• Program Management 
• Nurse Care Coordinators 
• Social services workers 
• IT staff 
• Administrative staff 
 


Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules have been identified as needing 
to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or 
rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
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There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the SoonerCare Silver program 
will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except 
for those areas covered by the THIZ, PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 
program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care coordination services as part 
of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 


The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by most states.  The Oklahoma 
State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, 
and requests for legislative funding would be considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely 
solely on the costs savings projected through the reductions available through implementation14. 
 


Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination program for people who are 
dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively implement the project that will require funding for three primary 
components very early on.  Those components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring 
for dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care coordination RFP; and 3) 
funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about people who are dual eligible and their patterns of 
hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after 
implementation, it will be difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 


There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with implementation.  Care coordination 
services may have an impact on services already in the state plan and within waiver administration.   
 


Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform that will manage dual eligible 
enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual 
eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible 
activity in the service delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the projected costs 
savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a platform for services to the duals, and 
administer the program for the eighteen months until the first reimbursement payment. 
 


The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, 
serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state’s 
mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for 
member enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state health department 
(OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have significant impact and state level agencies in any state 
should be able to use the care coordination program to deliver a complex range of services. 


 


Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use assistance at some time.  As a 
result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more 
fully engaged in, more fully informed about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care 
services. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  


                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 
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The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs striving to 
improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 
• Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired conditions would decrease 


by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 
60,000 lives saved over three years.  


• Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during a transition from one care 
setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions would be reduced by 20% compared to 
2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 million patients would recover from illness without suffering a 
preventable complication requiring re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  


 


OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce health care acquired conditions, and 
work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop 
collaborative learning for hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 


HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  
OHCA’s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care Strategies (CHCS) for reducing 
racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA continues to build on key actions steps that include: 


1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation of silos.  
2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the HHS Disparities Action Plan.  


 


OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing “Improving Health Care Quality 
for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,” to ensure programs provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations 
while improving health disparities. 
 


Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a 
multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the 
inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated 
care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of 
these methodologies into graduate medical education. 
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a 
Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of population level 
protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of these methods into the graduate medical 
education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 
Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary care services 
through participating practices. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 
Statewide 


79,891 


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration Approximately 3,200 
Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 


Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 
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Financing Model PMPM Payment 
Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed 
information) 


THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 
Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 
Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 
Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three or more comorbidities. These members require extended 
coordination of care and in many instances benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a 
mental health diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in unnecessary hospital 
admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor coordination between primary care and behavioral health 
remains a major barrier to care. Further, members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based 
support services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The integration of primary 
care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are necessary to address gaps and barriers to care 
present in the current health system.  
 


While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the clinician’s lack of access to data 
about the entirety of the members’ clinical history or current clinical utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician’s 
ability to provide timely and appropriate care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in 
addressing this issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the emergency 
department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other complex or acute health needs. 
Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care 
physicians will have an enhanced capability through the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and 
identification of those in need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 
member care plans of providers across the community. 
 


Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each provider often acts alone, 
unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the 
patient. In addition, communication amongst providers across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. 
Medications and orders often change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care 
plan are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as physical therapy, 
hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational 
therapy, as well as environmental modification, personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to 
communicate back to the prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 
barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this issue. Through such a 
mechanism the member’s care plan would be centrally held within the community health information exchange and, ideally, managed 
by the member’s primary care physician. Evidenced based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated 
into the integrated care plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 


Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and diabetes directly benefit from the 
integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a 
well-developed practice and the capacity to coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease 
management protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been unattainable in 
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most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the clinical practice to maximize quality and 
lower cost.  
 


While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery system, it is critical to focus on 
those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new 
providers represent the physician leaders of tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, 
demanding an environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be tightly 
integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in which advanced tools can be 
leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
 


To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to 
incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 
management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence 
based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 
education.   
 


Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University of Oklahoma, SOCM 
operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the “Health Access Network”. This program builds 
upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. 
The HAN contributes skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, epidemiology and 
biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation and training methodologies. Through this 
program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to receive services at which point all those members assigned to the 
providers’ Patient Centered Medical Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly 
successful in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. Currently, the HAN 
provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model could easily be extended to support the dually 
eligible population within the state.  
 


We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN’s administrative function will allow for the 
enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for 
example). Upon joining, those practices and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service 
and/or payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 


Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK region and who are identified as 
receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members 
across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified Health Centers spanning 
six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of Home and Community Based Providers, numerous 
hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services 
providers are brought together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 


Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient interviews, CMS utilization patterns, 
as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach 
focusing on: 


1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  
2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population 
3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  
4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease,  
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5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
 


Redesign of the Care Team: 
SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost dually eligible members.  
Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). 
Teams are comprised not only of individuals in traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral 
health specialists, Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central facilitator of the 
member’s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social settings. This key role serves to ensure all 
necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most 
members will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, 
‘high-touch’ interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. A proposed 
care coordination tier model follows: 
 


Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   
• Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and automated health 


reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care 
needs and alert the provider to send notices to the Member.    


 


Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    
• Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman’s Care Transitions Intervention 


(CTI) and Mary Naylor’s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals 
Medicare Beneficiary readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by managing 
disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and improving access to social, community and 
home based support services. Such interventions will improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  
This program would allow the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 
addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health Information Exchange (HIE). 
 


Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such as immunizations and wellness 
exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support 
for managing targeted chronic diseases. Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices 
are being followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are achieving desired quality 
and adherence standards.   
 


Community Level Integrated Care Plan 
At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed of discreet sections 
pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP captures and summarizes all pertinent information 
that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated 
medications, allergies, and the primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates 
not only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient’s desired health goals, listing actions plans for 
each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list “reading better” and “walking daily” as two principal health goals. 
Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on improving the patient’s glycemic control and preventing vascular 
complications. Meanwhile, the Care Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus 
reducing the symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review progress with the 
primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder 
and member focus groups indicate that when patients, physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals 
facilitated by a coordinated ICP, health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
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Long term support and Community Based Services: 
Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and community based and long 
term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or disabilities often need long term monitoring and 
assistance with disease self-management, activities of daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must 
engage with community social service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 
stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health services, elder care, FQHC’s, 
housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, 
allowing us to better shape our efforts toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community’s backing, 
care Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which includes those 
members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state’s home and community based long term care services 
system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate 
transitions of care amongst those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 
acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient and quality health care.    
 


Evidence Based Protocols 
Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, diabetes, and COPD.  All 
participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients 
receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and 
establish better information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients are 
empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary hospitalizations, readmissions and 
emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending best practices will be made available for the physicians and care 
coordinators that includes, but is not limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care 
delivery strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and monitored by a 
committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This group will meet as needed on a regular basis 
to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 


Graduate Medical Education 
As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from practice models based on volume 
to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for 
graduating physicians toward accomplishing the ‘Triple aim’ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 
populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods described above into new 
curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such 
as Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of population 
level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon which begin the transformation of the 
future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated in the planning of this 
proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage 
ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program 
stakeholders will continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the outcomes of 
the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements follow: 
 


Meeting        Date 
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Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC)  07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   07/27/2011 
 Provider Focus Group       08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   08/18/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/14/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/15/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services     09/27/2011 
 Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City    09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting     11/02/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       11/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   02/06/2012 
 OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting     03/22/2012 
 


In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged Dual Eligible members within 
the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to determine the presence of gaps in care among members and 
their caregivers. Physician uptake of the Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 


Through focus groups our members told us: 
1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  
2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  
3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   


These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 


Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 
1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such recommendations at home. 
2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, costs of drugs, uncertainty of 


why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians and pharmacists. 
3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of life. 
4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-pharmacologic therapies (e.g. 


counseling) is particularly underutilized. 
5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients – but actual execution of 


such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in coordination are often not communicated back to the 
prescribing physician. 


6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service support but often lack the 
knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 


7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the knowledge/coordination 
with the primary care physician.  


8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, laboratory results) 
inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be time-consuming for care coordinators and 
providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 


9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain unknown to their providers. 
10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. Physicians’ understanding of their 


patients’ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens remains poorly understood. 
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Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 
1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers to benefit patient care. 
2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each other. 
3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient’s goals of care. The Care Coordinator can 


capture the ICP. 
4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 
5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients will require regular, high-touch 


interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the level/extent of services patients will require. 
6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to excessively high levels of 


dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  
7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be integrated with office personnel 


and operational systems. 
8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, to ensure that data is shared 


among providers and coordinators. 
9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no more than four to six 


homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 
10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the Care Coordinator, and shared 


with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress 
toward their stated goals in the ICP. 


 


Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a patient-centered, population 
health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. Providers shall actively engage members, families and 
caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that 
incorporate strong linkages to community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 
recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of members in decision making.  
Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint and grievance process and are encouraged to express their 
concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 


Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, language, sexual orientation, 
disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in languages other than English to include, but not limited to 
Spanish. Members have access to care, timely post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments 
within normal hours of operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 
coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and implementation of their care 
plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to further enhance and strengthen their support, and 
promote their own self-care, independence, culture and autonomy. 


 


Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality medical care, which is often 
delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and 
emergency room visits whenever possible.  


 


Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by member rights that support 
individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 


Financing and Payment 
The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk adjusted based on a three 
year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the 
initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving 
achieved to reflect efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core function 
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support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this enhanced, non-visit based compensation 
to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams (care managers, community health workers social workers, 
pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data 
analysts. 
 


Expected Outcomes 
The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics related to the model’s clinical 
quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of services, and cost outcomes for the target population. 
Member experience will be reported by participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices’ standard 
business operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate continued best practices 
and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of 
performance.  
 


The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 
Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  
Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B 
Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 


NQF 0064  


Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient Facility NQF 0097  
Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be avoided B) 
Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 


NQF 0022  


Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 
Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty care MyHealth 15  
Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the actual visit, 
but the time at which the appointment is made) 


MyHealth 16  


Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  
Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 
Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 
CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 
All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  
30 Day Readmission CHF   
CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   
The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for the population enrolled. The 
PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care coordination, analytics other services necessary to support 
the effective implementation of the program and associated care model within participating practices.  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
Tulsa proposes an extension of the state’s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in place. The HAN provides focused 
care management, care coordination, and care transition services as well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid 
population within the state.  The HAN further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates 
improvements in care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation and 
assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid Health Access Network provides an 
economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the 
following measures will be undertaken: 
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• Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and metrics unique to this proposal.  
• All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home model.  
• Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and provider level quality metrics.  
 


Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption of standard processes 
across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the included appendices) 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the future may impact the ability to 
implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the 
combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 


Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health Access network program 
throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 
39,000 members. As enrollment increases, additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and 
productivity. This program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be expanded to support 
additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 


A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 


CMS Implementation Support—Budget Request 
A proposed budget is included within the appendices. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, “all in” approach to CMS initiatives to improve care for individuals and 
populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded either to the community, or a community partner of the 
University. Programs which may positively impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 


Awarded:  
Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 
Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 


Submitted:  
CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 
    Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact of its use. 
CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 
    3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in community 
 


Pending Submission:  
3026, MyHealth – community partner 
    Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 
Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – community partner 
 


Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 


Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and older living in 
the geographic region of proposed ICS site. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  


Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 
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Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and a rural area of 
the state.   


Summary of Covered Benefits  
All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits currently available to 
members enrolled in a PACE program 


Financing Model Capitated model 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 
detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 
Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 
The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care program.  The PACE model is 
centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with chronic care needs and their families to be served in the 
community whenever possible.  PACE is a federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their 
communities and out of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and rehabilitation 
facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally 
to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential 
growth.  There are 86 operating PACE programs in 29 states15.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  Although, PACE 
has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 


There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and only PACE program sponsored 
by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible individuals living within the five surrounding counties of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are 
eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as a result of 
being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much independence as possible within the 
community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves 
approximately $103,587 a month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 


Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to establish a design that utilizes the 
solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better 
care, better health, and increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 
integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for substantially more people than it 
currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 


There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible 
for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic 
service area will be eligible to participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 
who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who are dually eligible and do not 
reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City 
and/or Lawton and in at least one other area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, 
Lawton and three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both Medicare and 
Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be eligible for the ICS program.  
 


Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 


                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 


Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 
Cleveland County 3,730 
Muskogee County 3,128 
Leflore County 2,651 


 


Care Model Overview 
The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 
Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 


• Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 
• Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of care as defined by the state. 
• Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 


well as some functional limitations as determined by at the minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 


Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 
• The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs of the individual participant 


with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social 
Worker. 


• The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as consistent with state law and 
have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to assessments, care planning, and providing primary care 
to participants. 


• The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided to participants. 
 


The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability potential and growth of the traditional 
PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who 
are age 45 or older in the state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential of 
allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility will allow the states to utilize the 
ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the 
traditional PACE model is the notion of preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent 
on an individual’s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed upon preventive care 
services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve care and better manage the use of Medicare and 
Medicaid covered services provided to these individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of 
individuals who would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 


The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of expanding the growth and 
capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based 
on the needs of the individual participant with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed 
modification would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team with 
requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the participant’s individual health needs has 
the potential to enhance program efficiency without compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for 
Nurse Practitioners as consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs a 
challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is limited by the PACE center’s 
ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of 
finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is 
not intended to eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the provision of all 
necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult day health care center, senior centers, 
etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming 
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PACE providers.  This modification will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior 
center and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of constructing a building, that 
comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 


OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the state where a high 
concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of 
the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the 
modifications requested. The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is being 
piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the ICS provider.  The specified 
geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 


Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in the Medicaid program at their 
county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if 
they have not met the automatic qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 
inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those individuals who reside in the 
service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may 
qualify for. 
 


Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  The eligibility criteria for the 
ICS program will be as follows: 


• An individual must be 45 years of age or older 
• An individual must live in the defined service area 
• An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 
• An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 


limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of Care 
• An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as determined by the ICS provider 


 


Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation period where they will be assessed 
by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the 
individual.  After the plan of care is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 
staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns with the plan of care.  Following 
this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed by the individual, thereby establishing the individual’s 
enrollment in the program.  
 


The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the delivery and management of all 
covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated 
primary and behavioral health care to program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of 
participants across providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and providers 
of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative processes, including outreach and education, 
customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 


The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through Medicare will be available to 
participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care 
by the IDT will be provided.  The services that are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an 
emergency service.  A more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in Appendix G.  
 


The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE model is an innovative, fully-
integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of society.  The PACE model’s focus on prevention and wellness 
has resulted in health improvements and cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and 
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experience less pain, fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost to the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 


In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a comprehensive, primary care 
model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical 
processes16.  Those four processes are the development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of 
all medical, psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care that addresses 
all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for the care of the patient; and promotion of 
patients’ and their family caregivers’ engagement in their own health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care 
and better outcomes among PACE participants compared to HCBS clients17.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 
status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal vaccines; fewer unmet 
needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of depression; and better management of health care.  
 


PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of improving participants’ 
quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low 
risks of long term nursing home placement.  The risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period 
of 3 years.  Fewer than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their enrollment18.  
PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations than their counterparts in other Medicaid 
funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of 
Medicaid home and community based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 
day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible members in 200819.  These 
numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE participants.  
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a variety of entities across the 
State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we garnered the attention of some who had previously shown 
interest in PACE and enlightened individuals who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-
mail, phone, and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to gain the insight of 
individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and spoke at various board and advisory committees, 
and conferences.  We also had two member attended focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed 
increased interest and had additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 
stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 


Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,  
Aging Services      July 21st, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Tulsa Health Community Leaders    August 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Daily Living Centers     August 2nd, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation     August 3rd, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  August 4th, 2011  Wilburton, OK 
Share Medical Center     August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Eastern Economic Development District   August 11th, 2011  Muskogee, OK 
Metropolitan Better Living Center    August 12th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
St. John’s Metropolitan Baptist Church   August 16th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 


                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach’s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The 
Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Ada Senior Care Center     August 17th, 2011  Ada, OK 
Morton Comprehensive Health Care    September 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center     September 8th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Chickasaw Health Administration    September 12th, 2011 Ada, OK 
Full Circle Senior Adult day Center    September 20th, 201 1Norman, OK 
Shawnee Senior Center     September 21st, 2011 Shawnee, OK 
Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions   November 1st, 2011  Ada, OK 
Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum)  September 29th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 


Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental meetings attended. 
 


Via Christi HOPE PACE Center    August 18th, 2011  Wichita, KS 
OHCA Board Retreat     August 24th, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting  October 12th, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Medical Advisory Committee     November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors Meeting January 10th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
County Health Department     January 12th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference   March 13th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting  April 10th, 2012  Talihina, OK 
 


Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the challenges that are presented with 
the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up 
and operations costs, not being able to provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, 
and the inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic and ADHC and staff).  
Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing 
the requirement to meet nursing facility level of care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current 
members.  Also, in response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a participant 
can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to provide services to participants while a 
physical center is being established or in place of the establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE 
requirements.  The proposed design offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is 
both accessible and highly efficient.  
 


The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of rights will be designed to protect 
and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for 
establishing an internal grievance and appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve 
medical and non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a formal written 
appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal 
ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA 
will provide ongoing monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 


Financing and Payment 
The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS model.  The State plans to 
enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide 
comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 


Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk capitation payment type. CMS 
and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates 
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based on the identified participant sub-populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants 
who meet the minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 
limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state will set another standard rate for those 
who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost 
of long term care services.  
 


Expected Outcomes 
The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such program utilized by OHCA is 
MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs 
associated with those members. Dual eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state 
and chronic illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient compliance, and 
provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed 
care, partially capitated managed care and patient centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. 
Oklahoma’s MMIS uses HP’s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims per 
month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 


The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are based on the outcomes that 
have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 


Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 
Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 


Decrease in avoidable hospitalizations Decrease in admissions after 60 days 
Decrease in admissions after 90 days 
Decrease in admissions after 120 days 


10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 


Decrease in Emergency Room utilization Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 
Decrease in number of prescribed drugs Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 


Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 
5% Decrease 


Increase in preventive care services Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 
Increase in participant satisfaction with care Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 
OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans 
were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total 
operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a 
contract agreement with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 


OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement the proposed demonstration.  The 
1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and 
comment, public hearings to seek public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 


The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope 
to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design 
and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix I. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 
State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the proposal.  The proposed plan must 
be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the 
proposed plan is not found to be budget neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and 
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Demonstration application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the proposed 
demonstration.  
 


The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability and desire to make 
application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is not limited to participation by the current PACE 
organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program 
agreement requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as a PACE 
organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and CMS to review.  The RFP and 
application process will have to be completed before full implementation of the design can begin.  
 


The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE program model progressed from 
inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and 
a Medicaid state plan option.  The proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from 
a single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the possibility increased 
program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the potential of being replicated at other current PACE 
sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple states.  
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Appendix A 
Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 


 
The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial Infarction, Chronic Kidney 
Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive 
Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use20.  


 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 


Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 
Diagnostic Category Members % of Total Members Member Months Total Medicare/ Medicaid 


Spending 
1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  
2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  
3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  
4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  
5. Ischemic Heart Disease  19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  
6. Chronic Kidney Disease  10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  
7. Coronary Artery Disease  11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  
8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  
9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  
10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 


 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  


PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 
Spending 


Total IP 
Admissions 


Total OP 
Visits 


Total SNF 
Days 


Total Physician 
Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  
5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  
9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  


 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Appendix B 
Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibilty 


 
Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States. If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
Here are some simple guidelines: 
You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay premiums if:  


• You already get retirement benefits from Social Security or 
the Railroad Retirement Board.  


• You are eligible to get Social Security or Railroad benefits 
but have not filed for them.  


• You or your spouse had Medicare-covered government 
employment.  


 
If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having to pay 
premiums if you have:  


• Received Social Security or Railroad Retirement Board 
disability benefits for 24 months.  


• End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain requirements.  
While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if you meet one of 
those conditions, you must pay for Part B if you want it. The Part B 
monthly premium in 2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 
titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when you turn 65 even if 
you are not eligible for Social Security retirement benefits. 
 
 
 


• Adults with children under age 18 
• Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 


(TANF) program are automatically eligible for health 
benefits.   


• Adults with children under the age of 18 who do not receive 
TANF may, in some circumstances, also be eligible for 
medical services.  


• Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 
• Children under the age of 19 and pregnant women whose 


family incomes meet  
• Aged, Blind or Disabled 
• Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if they meet the 


financial criteria.  
 


To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a person will need to 
apply for and receive a disability determination from the Social 
Security Administration. To be considered disabled, a person must 
have a physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that appears 
reasonably certain to continue at least 12 months without significant 
improvement and that substantially impairs his/her ability to perform 
labor or services or to engage in a useful occupation.  
 
In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may qualify to have 
medical benefits pay their Medicare premiums, co-payments and 
deductibles as a Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified 
Disabled and Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low Income 
Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more information about these 
programs).  
 
The recipient's monthly income and resources must meet guidelines. 
People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" group may also 
qualify for a State Supplemental Payment. 
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Appendix C 
CMHC Service Areas 


 
City   Program  Telephone  


El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


405-262-3209  


Elk  City   
Beckham County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


580-323-6021  


Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  
supportive residential program  


580-357-7967  


Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  


405-321-7331  


Norman  
Transition House, Inc.  
supportive residential program 
http://www.thouse.org  


405-360-7926  


Oklahoma 
City   


NAMI Oklahoma   
advocacy group  


405-230-1900  


Oklahoma 
City   


Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 
advocacy group  


405-604-6975  
or toll-free at 1-888-
424-1305  


Oklahoma 
City   


Oklahoma County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  


405-858-2880  


Oklahoma 
City   


Parents as Partners 
Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 


Health  


405-232-2796 
or toll-free at 


1-866-492-KIDS  


Oklahoma 
City   


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 
Department of Pediatrics  
screening for effects of prenatal  
substance abuse exposure  


405-271-6824  
Ext. 110  


Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  580-762-8121  


Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  
youth crisis intervention  


918-647-4196  


Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  


918-749-2141  


Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 
homeless  


918-585-3337  


Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa   
advocacy program  


918-582-8264  


Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  918-495-0770  


Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  
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Appendix D 
SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 


 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Feb 1 thru 29, 2012 


Draft proposal document 
Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 
Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 
Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK duals 


Dual eligible staff 


Feb 1 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 


Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 


Dual eligible staff 
PHPG consultants 


Feb 27 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 


Create  draft dual eligible proposal Dual eligible staff 


Mar 15 thru  
May20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and leaders 
Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


Dual eligible staff  
Stakeholders 


Mar 22 to  
May 20, 2012 


Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS Dual eligible staff 


May 31  thru  
Jun 15, 2012 


Determine requirements for implementation and start date 
Clarify potential rule changes and SPA’s 
Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, identification and data exchange 
Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 


OHCA staff 


May 31 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 


CMS proposal review 
CMS 
OHCA staff 


June 15 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 


Develop MOU with CMS 
Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 


CMS 
OHCA staff 


Jun 1 thru  
Jul 30, 2012 


Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 


Aug 15 thru  
Sep 30, 2012 


Finalize MOU with CMS  
Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 


CMS 
OHCA staff 


Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 


Sep 1 thru Oct 1, 2012 Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 


Dec 1, 2012 thru  
Feb 1, 2013 


Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  implementation,  Dual eligible staff 


Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 


Oct 31 thru  
Dec 31, 2012 


Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 
OHCA staff, vendor, 
CMS 


Jan 1 thru Jul 1, 2013 Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation strategy. OHCA staff, vendor  


Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration OHCA staff, vendor 
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Appendix E 
THIZ Workplan/Timeline 


 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 
Integrate stakeholder comments 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


OHCA/THIZ and 
Stakeholders 


Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 


Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 


Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 


Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 


Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 


Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 


Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 
Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 


THIZ 


Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  


Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 
Budget Requested for THIZ 


 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 


Staff Project Manager 
 


Project Management, program development, staff and 
contract supervision 


1.0 $87,619 


 Clinical Analyst 
 


Develop new systems as necessary to support the 
implementation for the proposal. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Data Analyst 
 


Develop metrics and measurement tools necessary for 
evaluation of the program. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of system. 
Make recommendations for change based on data 
available. 


.5 $40,200 


 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 
organizations in fulfilling the model 


1.0 $67,464 


 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and report 
measurement metrics. 


1.0 $67,464 


Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 
HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and analysis 


platform, data transfer and management 
 $100,000 


Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem for 
required meetings 
Mileage for meetings 
 


Use funds for state staff travel necessary to support 
the design activities and discussions with federal 
partners ,Quarterly Project meetings, community 
meeting mileage  


3 staff 
@ 4 meetings 
 
Mileage 


$ 22,000 
 
 
 


Meetings Member/Stakeholder 
Community  


Regional meetings to introduce care coordination 
model, meals for guests, facilities 


 $ 40,000 


Supplies and Materials  Member mailings, brochures, training materials, and 
publications 


 $ 10,000 
$105,000 


Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 
Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 
Integrated Care Sites Benefits 


 
The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 


 


 
 


• Primary Care Services
• Nursing Center
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Recreational Therapy
• Nutritional Counseling
• Social Services
• Meals


ICS 
Facility/Contracted 


Facility 


• Dentistry
• Optometry
• Audiology
• Podiatry
• Cardiology
• Rheumatology


Medical Specialists


• Home Health Care Services
• Personal Care ServicesHome Care Services


• To and from the PACE Center
• To and from all medical appointmentsTransportation Services


• All Necessary prescription Drugs
• Pharmacy Services


Prescription and 
Medication Management


• Acute Hospital Care
• Respite Care
• Family/Caregiver Support Services
• Medical Equipment and Supplies
• Laboratory Tests
• Hearing/Vision Services
• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary)
• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team


Other Services
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Appendix H 
Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 


Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 
Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE 


• Overview of Duals Project 
• Cherokee Elder Care 
• Adult Day Center vs. PACE 
• PACE Enrollment 
• PACE Disenrollment 
• Availability of Partnerships 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Partnerships would avoid duplication services 
• Transportation is major barrier 
• Funding is major Barrier 
• Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 
• Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 


 


Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 
Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 14 
Discussion Topics • Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 


• Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 
• Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 
• Overview of PACE 
• Challenges of PACE 
• Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• PACE marketing may be challenging 
• Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 
• Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in PACE due to age 


 


Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 
Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 6 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• Financial Impact of PACE 
• Cost of Starting a PACE program 
• Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 
• Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 
• Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 
• Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 


 


Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  
Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• Possible partnership to develop PACE 
• PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  
• Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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• Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 
Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 
• Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 
• Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 


 


Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 
Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 


• City’s involvement in establishing PACE 
• Possible locations for PACE in Alva 
• Infrastructure and Transportation 
• Stability of PACE 
• Financial Model of PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 
• No adult day health program in the town 
• Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 
• Area is very rural 


 


Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 
Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of Duals Project 


• Overview of PACE Expansion 
• Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 
• Locations for possible PACE Center 
• Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 


• Start-up costs is a barrier 
• Location for PACE center/services 


    


Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 
# of Attendees 32  


Questions Responses 
How many people receive Medicare benefits? • Majority of hands raised 
How many people receive Medicaid benefits? • Some hands raised 
What are some things you like about your current health plan? • Medicare pays the bills 


• Medicare does the paperwork 
• Likes supplemental insurance plan 
• Likes mostly everything about plan 


What are some things you dislike about your current health plan? • Does not cover eye care 
• Does not cover vision care 
• Does not cover dental care 


Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor’s visit. • Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 
• Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 
• Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  
• No time spent on answering questions about personal health 


What health benefits/services are most important to you?  • Eye care 
• Ear care 
• Dental care 
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• Foot Care 
• Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 


How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan? • Most people fairly satisfied 
• Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity of 


medications for what they pay 
• Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 


How would you feel if your health services, social interaction, meals, 
and therapy were located in one location? 


• Too Good to Be True 
• Sounds like Obamacare – don’t like it 


 
Additional Comments/Concerns • Wants a health care plan that does not charge a premium 


• Does not want to travel outside home area for routine care 
• Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 
• Would like PCP to listen more 
• Would change PCP if necessary to get better care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 
Parties 


July – September 
2011 


• Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 
• Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 
• Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE expansion 


State PACE Staff  


October – December  
2011 


• Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
• Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather information regarding trends 


in PACE implementation 
• Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to organizations 


State PACE Staff 


January – February 
2012 


• Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 
• Create draft dual eligible proposal 


State PACE Staff 


March – May 
2012 


• Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 
• Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 
• Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 
• Submitted Final Proposal 
• Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 


State PACE Staff 


June – July  
2012 


• CMS proposal review 
• Release RFI 


CMS/OHCA 


July – December 
2012 


• 1115 Waiver application process 
• Review RFI 
• Release RFP 


PACE Staff/OHCA  


January – March 2013 
• Review RFP responses 
• Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 


State PACE Staff 


March – December 2013 
• Review ICS Applications 
• Approve  ICS Application 


State PACE Staff 


January 2014 • Program Implementation ICS organization 
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Member is determined a 


Care Coordinator 
Contacts member 


Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 


most acute primary 
care needs 


Intake 
Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 
Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 
disease(s) and adherence to 
prescribed drug treatments. 


Assessment 
CC will look at other services member 
has access to including but not 
limited to having a case manager or 
monitoring and supporting one’s own 
health. 


Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 
of care and other guidelines. 
Adherence to their doctor’s 
treatment plans, motivation to adopt 
healthful lifestyle changes. After 
Action plan is agreed upon, determine 
method of future contact. 


Future methods of contact est. 


Approval 
Satisfaction 


Survey 


Acceptance 
And member 
continues to 


manage health 
effectively Next steps 


Determine next 
intervention 


Reassess action plan 


Reassess member and revisit 
action plan 


ICT 
ICT and CC identifies appropriate 
steps to enhancing member’s needs 
developing a care plan. CC may only 
need to review member’s records. 
Based on ICT, patient is now in 
(SoonerCare Silver) Care 
Coordination.  
For example: Specific behavioral and 
cognitive goals are set for each 
patient and monitored regularly.  
(Regular contact with Case Manager) 
 


Intake process 


Action Plan 
developed with 


(ICT) 


Review Action 
Plan with Member 


Continued contact with 
member 


Follow up is action being 
followed? 


Member Follow up 


FLOW CHART is BASED on: 
• Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 


Wellness Principles 
• Self-directed Care with a liaison to 


PCP office and to member 
• Evidence based Proven principles 


from OHCA 








September 28, 2012 
 
Summary of Duals effort over the past 5 months: 
We submitted the final Dual Eligibles proposal to CMS on May 30th after posting it on 
the OHCA website for thirty days.  Once CMS received the final proposal, it was posted 
on the CMS website for public comment until June 30th.  The submitted proposal 
contained a three pronged approach to care integration for dual eligible including a state 
wide Care Coordination model known as SoonerCare Silver, OU’s care coordination 
model through their THIZ, and the creation of Integrated Care Sites (PACE-like model).  
 
What’s occurred, what feedback/info we’ve gotten from CMS, info shared on calls 
(managed FFS & cap models?), etc.  
 
The proposal was posted on the CMS website and the end date for removal from public 
comment was July 1st.  On June 27, 2012 we received an e-mail from Kerry Branick, our 
CMS lead, stating that she had received 5 public comments on the proposal.  We were 
instructed that after the comment period closed, all comments were taken into 
consideration for formal feedback to the state.  We had our first question and answer call 
with CMS on August 31st. This call was targeted at questions regarding the State wide 
care coordination model only.  We have been instructed that follow up calls for the other 
two parts of the proposal will be scheduled for a future date.   
 
Updated instructions from CMS so far have clarified that for the managed fee for service 
model; there will not be a three way contract between OHCA, CMS and the Vendor.  A 
MOU between CMS and OHCA will be created and any money paid from the shared 
savings model will be paid to OHCA.  OHCA will then need to contract with the Vendor 
and pay out savings received from CMS to the Vendor.  There will be no payments made 
for a minimum of 18 to 24 months after the MOU is signed.  
 
Internally, OHCA staff has been working on the RFP for the care coordination model and 
received instruction that OHCA could release the RFP prior to the final MOU being 
signed.  Language will be included in the RFP making the award of the contract 
contingent upon a successful MOU with CMS.  The final revisions are being made to the 
RFP and it will be circulated internally prior to public release.  
 
Discussion on the needed waiver application for the ICS model has been initiated.  At this 
time, we are awaiting some clarification from CMS on the most appropriate waiver to use.  
To date we still have not received formal feedback from CMS regarding the ICS model.   
 
OHCA staff has been in regular contact with OU, but they are waiting for formal 
feedback from CMS before progressing with implementation plans for their care 
coordination model.  
 
On August 6th, we participated in the discussion with other states on the quality strategy 
for the demonstration and minimum savings rates.   
 







A timeline of next steps i.e. Fed negotiations, RFP, award, implementation, etc. 
Over the last few months (July and August) we have been working with OHCA’s Legal 
department, finalizing our Request for Proposal.  The release has been postponed 
awaiting some clarification from CMS regarding the timeline for the MOU. The tentative 
date for release to the public is the end of October. 
  
Tentative Timeline: 


• June 30, 2012-October 31, 2012 Develop MOU with CMS 
• June 30th-October 1st: Develop terms and conditions for RFP 
• August 1, 2012-October 31, 2012: Finalize MOU with CMS  
• October 31, 2012: Release RFP  
• November 1, 2012- December 1, 2012: Review RFP responses and select 


proposal 
• December 1 to December 31, 2012: Award contract 
• January 2013: Begin implementation meetings to develop final project design and 


implementation strategy. 
• July 2013: Begin demonstration 






ACA Medicaid Policy & Guidance

Major Parts Opposed by Oklahoma

Medicaid Eligibility (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 435)

Parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults (should a state choose to pursue the Medicaid Expansion option) are excluded from Advanced Premium Tax Credits (APTC) and coverage through the exchange if their household Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) is under 133 percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Additionally, if the above mentioned groups are otherwise eligible and enrolled in Medicaid, they are ineligible for APTC and coverage through the exchange.  

Policy Recommendation: Provide parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults the opportunity to choose between coverage through Medicaid, the exchange (with use of APTC), or other non-public coverage.

Medicaid Benefits for Medicaid Expansion (ACA Title II Section 2001 and Title I Section 1302)

The ACA mandates that Qualified Health Plans offered on the exchange provide a federally mandated “essential benefit package.” The ACA also mandates that newly qualified Medicaid adults receive a benchmark benefit which must be at least as generous as the essential benefit package. The essential benefit package must contain at minimum ten categories including: (1) ambulatory patient services; (2) emergency services; (3) hospitalization; (4) maternity and newborn care; (5) mental health and substance abuse services, including behavioral health treatment; (6) prescription drugs; (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices; (8) laboratory services; (9) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management; and (10) pediatric services, including oral and vision care. Federal regulations require that mandatory Medicaid benefits include all essential health benefit categories and  Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT) services; family planning services; and non-emergency transportation to medical care. 

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to define a benefit package for newly qualified adults that may or may not include mandatory Medicaid benefits that aren’t typically offered on non-public health plans. Specifically, States should not be required to include coverage for non-emergency transportation. 

Medicaid Cost-Sharing for Medicaid Expansion (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 457)

Additional guidance from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) per the State Operational Technical Assistance (SOTA) Team received on August 22, 2012 indicated, “Nothing in ACA changed 1916 or 1916A of the [Social Security] Act so current cost sharing rules will continue to apply in 2014, including for the new [Medicaid Expansion adult] group. The cost sharing rules in place under the State plan apply to groups subject to benchmark coverage. If the State wants to apply a different cost sharing to the groups covered under a benchmark, it must submit a 1916A cost sharing SPA that subject to the requirements of 1916A of the Act and the regulations at 42 CFR Part 457, including the public notice requirements at 447.56.” Current Medicaid regulations bound by Section 1916 indicate that states can charge limited premiums, enrollment fees, copayments, and other out-of-pocket costs on limited groups of Medicaid enrollees with income above 150 percent FPL. For all groups with income below 150 percent FPL, the nominal Medicaid cost sharing rules must apply. Current nominal cost sharing for some services ranges from $0.50 to $3.00 per service.

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to assess cost sharing amounts for newly qualified adults that exceed nominal Medicaid levels. Specifically, States should be allowed to define cost sharing policies that mirror those offered by non-public health plans.

Sources:  

http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Topics/Cost-Sharing/Cost-Sharing.html

http://www.nashp.org/sites/default/files/maxenroll%20Bachrach%20033011.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ148/html/PLAW-111publ148.htm

http://www.medicaid.gov/AffordableCareAct/Provisions/Provisions.html

http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8090.pdf
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Comparison of Adult Health Coverage in SoonerCare, Insure Oklahoma (IP)


Type of Service / SoonerCare Traditional SoonerCare Choice Insure Oklahoma


Cost-Sharing Feature Individual Plan (IP)


Out-of-Pocket Limit
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income


Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income


Copay/Deductible Nominal copays Nominal copays Various Copays


Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage


Behavioral health and substance abuse services
Covered - some services may require 


a $3 copay


Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay


Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 


physician services limit per month. Copays 


vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per 


visit
Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various 


health assessments and counseling; lab & 


screening tests and necessary follow-up care)


N/A N/A No coverage


Dental services 


Emergency extractions; $3 copay per 


service. Limited benefits for pregnant 


women.


Emergency extractions; $3 


copay per service. Limited 


benefits for pregnant women.


Limited dental benefits for pregnant women


Diabetic supplies for self-management Covered Covered Covered - $5 copay


Durable medical equipment


Covered when prescribed by medical 


provider and may require prior 


authorization. $3 copay per claim


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization. $3 


copay per claim


Covered when prescribed by medical 


provider with copay ($5 for supplies and 


oxygen; $25 for DME) $15,000 annual 


maximum limit


Emergency Department (ER services)


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-emergency 


diagnosis 


Covered medically necessary - 


$3 copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis  


Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)


Family Planning services 


Birth control information and supplies - 


Pap smears - Pregnancy tests - Tubal 


ligations and vasectomies


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal 


ligations and vasectomies


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Hearing services Covered evaluation only Covered evaluation only No coverage


Home health care services


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when prescribed by 


a physician - $3 copay per visit


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization 


when prescribed by a physician - 


$3 copay per visit


No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 


intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only


Inpatient hospital services 
Covered - $10 copay per day up to 


$90 max per admission


Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
Covered - $50 copay per admission


Immunizations (as recommended by the 


Advisory Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered as recommended for adults


Covered as recommended for 


adults


Covered as recommended for adults - $10 


copay towards medication, administration 


not covered


Laboratory and X-ray
Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist


Covered - $3 copay per service 


at specialist


Covered - no copay for standard radiology 


($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, 


MRA, PET, CT)
Long-term care Covered No coverage No coverage


Mammograms Covered Covered Covered - no copay 


Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered


Orthodontic services No coverage No coverage No coverage


Outpatient hospital and surgery services
Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 


Covered medically necessary - 


$3 copay per day per visit 


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay 


per visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay 


per visit
Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered - no copay 


Optometric Services
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only


Coverage for eye diseases or 


eye injuries only


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 


only - $10 copay


Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered service


Personal care
Covered as prescribed in treatment 


plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan
No coverage


Physician services
4 visits per month; including any 


specialist visits- $3 copay per visit


Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 


visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-


PCP visits per month - $3 copay 


per visit


Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 


Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 


per visit


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered


Covered - $50 copay for inpatient 


admission


Prescription drugs 


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug costing 


$10.00 or less, $1.20 copay per drug 


costing $10.01 - $25.00, $2.40 copay 


per drug costing $25.01 - $50.00, 


$3.50 copay per drug costing $50.01 


or more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 


or more; no copay for 


maintenance drugs


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 


copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 







Prosthetic devices


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Limited coverage with prior authorization


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 


copay per admission


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services
Covered Covered No coverage


Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization
90 days without an 


authorization


90 days without an authorization - Copay 


same as prescription drugs
Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)
Covered Covered Inpatient - $50


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, 


Occupational
15 visits per year - hospital outpatient


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient


15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - 


$10 copay per visit


Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage


Vision equipment & therapy No coverage No coverage No coverage








Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan


Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO


Out-of-Pocket Limit n/a
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income
n/a


Copays  capped at 5% of gross 


household income
n/a


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income


Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 


household income
$5,000/family $5,000/family $5,000/family


Copay/Deductible None Nominal copays None Nominal copays None Various Copays Various Copays $350 individual/$700 family None $350/$700 family


Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage No coverage
Covered as medically necessary $50 copay per 


occurrence; waived if admitted


Covered - $100 per-day copay, no 


deductible. $150 copay for air/sea 


transport.


Covered - $100 per-day copay. 


$150 copay for air/sea transport.


Covered - no copay or deductible if 


accident-related; 15% copay if not.


Behavioral health and substance abuse services Covered
Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay
Covered


Covered - some services may 


require a $3 copay
No coverage


Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 


physician services limit per month. Copays 


vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per visit


Covered; Copays vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - 


$10 per visit


Licensed professional services - $20 


copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 


precert required, $250 copay per 


admission, no deductible, unlimited 


days


Licensed professional services -$25 


copay. Inpatient - precert 


required, $150 copay per day up 


to $750, unlimited days.


Licensed professional services - $10 


copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 


precert required, 15% copay.


Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered


Case- and disease-management 


services offered.


Case- and disease-management 


services offered.


Non mentioned. Lab Card pays 


100% outpt lab work. 


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various health 


assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 


and necessary follow-up care)


Covered N/A Covered N/A No coverage No coverage
No copay for preventive visits and well 


baby/well child
Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Dental services 
Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 


fillings & crowns


Emergency extractions; $3 copay 


per service. Limited benefits for 


pregnant women.


Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 


fillings & crowns


Emergency extractions; $3 copay 


per service. Limited benefits for 


pregnant women.


No coverage Limited dental benefits for pregnant women
Various dental benefits and copays effective 


October 2010


Cleaning 2X year paid at $16 for 


adults, $22 for children <13, no 


copay or deductible. Other services 


simularly capped. Filling paid $25 


for <13 hrs old, $16 for >13.


Cleaning 2X year covered with $25 


copay. No coverage for fillings or 


most other dental procedures.


Cleaning 2X year covered with 50% 


coinsurance. X-ray capped at $150. 


Filling paid at $21.


Diabetic supplies for self-management
Covered, plus one glucometer 


per year
Covered


Covered, plus one glucometer 


per year
Covered No coverage Covered - $5 copay Covered - $5 copay Not covered. Not covered. Not  covered.


Durable medical equipment


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may require 


prior authorization. $3 copay per 


claim


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may 


require prior authorization


Covered when prescribed by 


medical provider and may require 


prior authorization. $3 copay per 


claim


No coverage


Covered when prescribed by medical provider 


with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 


for DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit


Covered when prescribed by medical provider 


with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 for 


DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit


Covered when prescribed - 15% 


coinsurance.


Covered when prescribed - 30% 


coinsurance.


Covered when prescribed - 15% 


coinsurance.


Emergency Department (ER services) Covered


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis 


Covered


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per visit for non-


emergency diagnosis  


No coverage Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted) Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)


Covered - no deductibe or copay 


for accident, 15% coinsurance for 


other emergency.


Covered - $125 copay


Covered - no copay or deductible 


for accident; 15% coninsurance for 


emergency.


Family Planning services 


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 


and vasectomies


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests


Birth control information and 


supplies - Pap smears - 


Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 


and vasectomies


Men and women age 19 and over - Birth 


control information, services and supplies. 


Gardasil for men and women through age 


26. Tubal ligation & vasectomy for persons 


age 21 and older - no copay for any family 


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Birth control information and supplies - Pap 


smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay


Covered - 15% coninsurance for 


services.


Covered - $25 copay for services, 


$150 copay for surgery,
Covered - 15% coinsurance.


Hearing services
Covered - evaluations, hearing 


aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only


Covered - evaluations, hearing 


aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only No coverage No coverage Newborn screening only


Covered if due to illness/injury - 


$15 coinsurnace; hearing aids paid 


with no deductible up to 


$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 


set in 3 years)


Covered if due to illness/injury - 


$25 copay; hearing aids paid with 


no deductible up to 


$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 


set in 3 years)


Covered if by MD/DO/audiologist - 


15% coinsurance.  Hearing aids 


$250/each copay, no deductible, 1 


set every 5 yrs


Home health care services


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician - $3 


copay per visit


36 visits covered annually 


without prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician 


36 visits covered annually without 


prior authorization when 


prescribed by a physician - $3 


copay per visit


No coverage
No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 


intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only


36 visits covered annually without prior 


authorization when prescribed by a physician: 


$10 copay per visit


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 


visits/yr


Covered - $25 copay per visit, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 


visits/yr


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


capped at 2 hrs daily up to 50 


visits/yr. 


Inpatient hospital services Covered 
Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
Covered


Covered - $10 copay per day up 


to $90 max per admission
No coverage Covered - $50 copay per admission Covered - $50 copay per admission


Covered - $250/admission, no limit 


to days.


Covered - $150/day up to 


$750/admission, no limit to days.


Covered - 15% coninsurance, 


precert. required


Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 


Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered


Covered as recommended for 


adults
Covered


Covered as recommended for 


adults
No coverage


Covered as recommended for adults - $10 


copay towards medication, administration not 


covered


Covered - No copay  Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Laboratory and X-ray Covered
Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist
Covered


Covered - $3 copay per service at 


specialist


Services related to family planning only - 


no copay 


Covered - no copay for standard radiology 


($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, 


PET, CT)


Covered - no copay for standard radiology ($25 


copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, PET, 


CT)


 Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 


levels


Covered - No copay for lab/EKG; 


$25 copay for x-ray, EEG, 


ultrasound; $75 for specialized 


scan


Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 


levels; no copay or deductible if 


LabCard


Long-term care Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Mammograms Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - No copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice


SoonerPlan
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Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan


Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice


SoonerPlan


Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered


Orthodontic services Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered when prior authorized Not  covered. Not  covered. No coverage


Outpatient hospital and surgery services Covered medically necessary
Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 
Covered medically necessary


Covered medically necessary - $3 


copay per day per visit 


Services related to family planning only - 


no copay 


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 


visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per 


visit


Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 


visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per visit
Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $75 copay/day/facility Covered - 15% coinsurance


Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered Covered Contraceptives only - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay No coverage No coverage No coverage


Optometric Services Covered
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only
Covered


Coverage for eye diseases or eye 


injuries only
No coverage


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 


only - $10 copay


Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries only - 


$10 copay


Exams only related to medical 


condition - $20 copay


Exams only related to medical 


condition - $25 copay


1 exam annually for Children < 22 - 


no copay; adult coverage for eye 


diseases/injuries only - 15% 


coinsurance


Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered service Covered service Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7


Personal care
Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan


Covered as prescribed in 


treatment plan
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Physician services Covered
4 visits per month; including any 


specialist visits- $3 copay per visit
Covered


Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 


visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-


PCP visits per month - $3 copay 


per visit


Physician visits and physical exams related 


to family planning only - no copay 


Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 


Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 


per visit


No copay for preventive visits and well 


baby/well child. Other visits $10 copay


Covered - $20 copay PC provider, 


$30 copay specialist (no deductible)


Covered - $25 copay PC provider, 


$35 copay specialist


Covered - $10 copay PC provider, 


$20 specialist (no deductible)


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered Covered Covered Pregnancy tests for women - no copay Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible


Prescription drugs Unlimited coverage


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 or 


more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


Unlimited coverage


6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-


name. $0.65 copay per drug 


costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 


copay per drug costing $10.01 - 


$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 


costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 


copay per drug costing $50.01 or 


more; no copay for maintenance 


drugs


Contraceptives only - no copay 
6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 


copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 


6 per month limit; generic preferred. $5 for 


generic - $10 for brand name 


Retail and internet pharmacy - 


limited to 90-day supply, 20% 


coinsurance generic, 30-45% for 


brand name.  Mail Service - $15 


copay generic, $70-95 for brand 


name


Retail and internet pharmacy - 


limited to 34-day supply initially 


(then 90-day), $10 copay generic, 


$40 to 50% brand name. Mail-


order - no benefit. 


Retail pharmacy - limited to 30-day 


supply, $5 copay for generics, 50% 


or $200  max for brand name. Mail-


order - 90-day supply, no initial 


copay (then $15 copay), 50% or 


$500  max for brand name


Prosthetic devices
Covered when prior authorized; 


Orthotics are Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


Covered when prior authorized; 


Orthotics are Covered


Limited coverage with prior 


authorization; Orthotics are Not 


Covered


No coverage Limited coverage with prior authorization Limited coverage with prior authorization Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - 30% coinsurance
Covered - 15% coinsurnace, not 


foot orthotics


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 copay 


per admission


Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage
Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered 15% coinsurance


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services
Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization No coverage
90 days without an authorization - Copay 


same as prescription drugs


90 days without an authorization - Copay same 


as prescription drugs
Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, no copay if prescribed.


Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)
Covered when prior authorized Covered Covered when prior authorized. Covered No coverage Inpatient - $50  Covered with prior authorization - $50 copay


No mention. RSAT Centers 


ineligible.


No mention. RSAT Centers 


ineligible.


Covered - $10 copay per visit, no 


deductible 


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational


Covered when prior authorized 


except initial treatment which 


does not require PA


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient


Covered when prior authorized 


except initial treatment which 


does not require PA


15 visits per year - hospital 


outpatient
No coverage


15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - $10 


copay per visit


 Covered with prior authorization - $10 copay 


per visit


Covered with prior authorization - 


$20 copay/visit, no deductibe, 


limited to 75 visits/year


Covered with prior authorization - 


$25 copay/visit, limited to 50 


visits/year


Covered with prior authorization - 


15% coinsurance, limited to 60 


vistis/yr for OT & PT, and 30/yr 


speech.


Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $150 copay/surgeon
Covered - 15% coinsurance, no 


deductible


Vision equipment & therapy
Eyeglasses only unless medically 


necessary. No therapy.
No coverage


Eyeglasses only unless medically 


necessary. No therapy.
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 15% 


coninsurance


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 30% 


coninsurance


1 pr contacts/glasses after 


accident/surgery only - 15% 


coninsurance; Outpatient vision 


Methodology and Footnotes
1. Largest three state employee plans were provided by Diana O’Neal, Director of Finance, OSEEGIB, 2/29/12.
2. Largest HMO identified by Oklahoma Association of Health Plans executive director Laura Brookins in 3/22/12 e-mail.
3. The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
4. The health plans have not verified the accuracy of this comparison. More detailed descriptions, and perhaps a uniform questionnaire, would be necessary to perfectly compare coverage differences and limitations.
5. Largest three federal plans were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12.
6. Largest three small-group plans in Oklahoma were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12 based on 6/30/11 enrollment, http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125.pdf


Plan information was provided to OHCA by the carrier, using the reference number of the plan provided in the HHS guidance.
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Type of Service /


Cost-Sharing Feature


Out-of-Pocket Limit


Copay/Deductible


Ambulance or emergency transportation


Behavioral health and substance abuse services


Care management services for complex and/or 


unusual needs 


Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 


immunization history; physical exams, various health 


assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 


and necessary follow-up care)


Dental services 


Diabetic supplies for self-management


Durable medical equipment


Emergency Department (ER services)


Family Planning services 


Hearing services


Home health care services


Inpatient hospital services 


Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 


Committee of Immunization Practices)


Laboratory and X-ray


Long-term care


Mammograms


State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO


HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care


$2,800 individual, $8,400-


$9,900/family depending on 


network status. Limit excludes 


copays, ER deductibles.


$2,500 individual, $5,000 family $3,000 individual, $5,000 family


$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$2,000-$8,000/family depending on 


network status of provider. Limit 


excludes copays, prescription 


drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 


outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.


$1000 individual, $2000 family


$500/$1,500 family None None $1,000/$3,000 family $5,000/$15,000 family $1,000/$3,000 family


Most popular is       $750/$1500 


family &       $1000/$2000 family 


amounts;  $500/$1000 family 


available .


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - $50 copay


Covered - 20% coinsurance. No 


limit on visits or treatment days


Covered - Inpatient, $1,000 


copay/admission; outpatient, $35 


copay.


Covered - Inpatient, $250/day 


copay up to $750 max; outpatient, 


$25 copay.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$500 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 


after deductible, 30-day limit 


inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 


groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for inpat.


Covered - Inpatient $250 copay; 


partial inpatient $125 copay; 


intensive outpatient $62.50 


copay; outpatient $45 copay.


Medical Case Management during 


business hours.


Medical Case management during 


business hours
Not covered Non mentioned Non mentioned Non mentioned 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline


Covered - no copay or deductible, 


limited to 8 in first year, 4/yr for 


age 1-2, 2/re for age 3-5, 1/yr 


thereafter.  


Covered - no copay Covered - no copay
Covered - $20 copay. Deductible 


and coinsurance waived. 


Covered - $35 copay. Deductible 


and coinsurance waived. 


Covered - $20 copay. Preventive 


services rated A/B covered 100%.
Covered - no copay


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for stabilization of natural 


teeth due to injury only.


Covered for stabilization of natural 


teeth due to accidental damage 


only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Covered for accidental damage to 


natural teeth only.


Not for accidental injury to teeth 


within 72 hours of injury.


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $35 copay Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance
Covered - 20% copay, exempt 


from out-of-pocket limits


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance
Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 


Limited to $5,000 per year.


Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 


Limited to $5,000 per year.
Covered -20-40% coinsurance


Covered - 20% copay, annual 


max benefit of $3000.


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional ER deductible of $100, 


waived if admitted


Covered - $200 copay, waived if 


admitted


Covered - $150 copay, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - 20% coinsurance, 


additional per-occurrrence 


deductible of $100, waived if 


admitted


Covered - $150 copay


Covered - 20% coinsurance; 


diaphrams & other devices 


excluded.


Covered - $35 copay for PCP, $50 


specialist. $500 copay for surgery.


Covered - $50 copay for services in 


office setting
Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-40% coinsurance


Unstated coverage. Surgically 


implanted devices and diaphrams 


excluded.


Covered - Standard copay, limited 


to one/year, excludes 


comprehensive exam. Hearing aids 


covered only for children <18. one 


set every 4 years.


Covered - No copay with PCP. 


Hearing aids covered only for 


children <18, one set every 3 


years, $5,000 max/yr.


Covered for children with no copay 


if by PCP. Hearing aids covered 


only for children <18, one set every 


4 years. 


Covered for children < 18 - 20-


50% coinsurance, one set hearing 


aids every 4 years. Adults - 


Covered only in connection with 


treatment of disease or injury


Covered for children < 19 - 20-


50% coinsurance, one set hearing 


aids every 4 years. Adults - 


Covered only in connection with 


treatment of disease or injury


Covered for children < 19 - 20-50% 


coinsurance, one set hearing aids 


every 4 years. Adults - Covered 


only in connection with treatment 


of disease or injury


Covered - screening through PCP 


only. Hearing aids covered only 


for children <18. 


Covered - 20% coinsurance. 


Limited to 100 visits.
Covered - $50 copay. Covered - $25 copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance. 


Limted to 30 visits
Covered - 20% copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible


Covered - $1,000 copay per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $750 max.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$500 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$750 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $1000 max.


Covered - no copay or deductible. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay.


Covered - 20% coinsurance.


Covered - No copay for standard 


lab, radiology; $200 copay for 


specialized scans.


Covered - No copay for lab or 


radiology; $250 copay for 


specialized scans.


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center 


- 20-50% coinsurance


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center 


- 20-50% coinsurance


pending               Covered if in 


hospital/ambulatory surgical center - 


20-40% coinsurance


Covered - No copay for lab or 


outpatient radiology; $150 copay 


for specialized scans.


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered - < 40,  1/year, $30 copay 
PCP and $50 copay specialist; >40, 


no cost if network.


Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  


per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 


per year for 40+.


Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  


per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 


per year for 40+.


Covered - no copay or deductible; Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
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Type of Service /


Cost-Sharing Feature


Nurse midwife and birthing center services


Orthodontic services


Outpatient hospital and surgery services


Over-the-counter contraceptives


Optometric Services


Patient Advice Line 


Personal care


Physician services


Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 


prenatal, delivery and postpartum)


Prescription drugs 


Prosthetic devices


Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center 


Residential Substance Abuse Treatment 


SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 


covered medical services


Stop Smoking (cessation) products


Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 


detoxification only)


Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational


Transplant services


Vision equipment & therapy


1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.


State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO


HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care


Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma


Covered No coverage for births at home No coverage
Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


Birthing center if licensed as 


hospital. Midwife not covered.


No coverage for births at home or 


non-network provider. 


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $500 copay per surgery Covered - $250 copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$200 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for surgery


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


$200 add'l per-occurrence 


deductible for surgery


Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered  - $200 copay.


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage


Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery.


No coverage No coverage Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline


No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage Not covered


Covered - $30 copay PCP, $50 


specialist; 20-50% coinsurance


Covered - $35 copay PCP, $50 


specialist


Covered - $25 copay PCP, $50 


specialist


Covered - $20 copay, 20-50% 


coinsurance, waived for first 6 


visits


Covered - $35 copay, 20-50% 


coinsurance, waived for first 6 visits


Covered - $20 copay, 20-40% 


coinsurance


Covered - $35 copay PCP, $45 


specialist


Covered - 20% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay first visit only 


to PCP, $50 specialist; $1,000 


copay for hospital admit.


Covered - $25 copay first visit only; 


$250/day copay for hospital admit, 


$750 max.


Covered - $20 copay 1st visit only; 


20-50% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay 1st visit only; 


20-50% coinsurance.


Covered -$20 copay 1st visit only; 


20-40% coinsurance.


Covered - $35 copay first visit 


only; $250/day copay for hospital 


admit, $1000 max.


Limited to 30-day supply, up to $10 


copay generic, $15-30 preferred 


brand, $60-120 non-preferred 


brand.


Limited to 30-day/100-unit supply; 


$5 copay generic, $30 preferred 


brand, $60 non-preferred brand.


Limited to 30-day supply; $10 


copay generic, $50 preferred 


brand, $75 non-preferred brand.


50% coinsurance in-network, not 


subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 


max. $10,000 stop-loss.


50% coinsurance in-network, not 


subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 


max. $10,000 stop-loss.


$12/30% copay for generic, $25 for 


preferred brand; $25/30% for non-


preferred brand. Dispensing limits, 


prior authorization, step therapy, 


specialty program apply.


Covered as a rider only.


Covered - 20% coinsurance No coverage Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered - 20% copay.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible for non-network. 


Limited to 30 days.


Covered - Copay?
Covered - only thru MHNet 


authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


additional $300/admission 


deductible for non-network.


Covered - COPAY?
Covered if contractually affiliated 


with a hospital
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage


Not covered Not covered No coverage No coverage No coverage
No coverage except for 


authorized transplants.


Covered - $5 copay Covered - $10-50 copay Not mentioned Not mentioned No coverage Not covered


Covered Covered Covered Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered -  $250 copay


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 


limited to 60 visits.


Covered - no copay if inpatient, 


$35 copay if PCP, $50 if specialist; 


limited to 60 days per episode.


Covered - no copay if inpatient, $50 


copay if outpatient; limited to 60 


days per event.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered OT & PT only - 20-40% 


coinsurance, 25-visit limit.


Covered - $35 copay , limited to 


60 days per disability per year.


Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - $1,000 per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $750 max.
Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance


Covered - $250 copay per day up 


to $1000 max.


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery.


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-50% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is eyeglasses only 


after cataract surgery - 20-40% 


coinsurance


Only coverage is corrective lenses 


after cataract surgery (1 per 


lifetime).


The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
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ID Task Name Start Finish


1 1 Policy Sat 3/3/12 Mon 2/24/14


2 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/30/12


3 i) Populations Served Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


4 (1) New Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


5 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12


6 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


7 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


8 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


9 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


10 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


11 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12


12 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


13 i) Populations Served Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


14 (1) New Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12


15 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12


16 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


17 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


18 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


19 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


20 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


21 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


22 ii) Enrollment Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


23 (1) Online Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


24 (2) Paper Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


25 (3) Fax Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


26 (4) Telephone Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


27 (5) Agency Partners Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


28 iii) Eligibility Determination Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


29 (1) Income - MAGI Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


30 (2) Household makeup Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1


2011 2012 2013 2014 2015


OHCA Plan for ACA'14 Compliance


Page 1







ID Task Name Start Finish


31 (3) Verifications Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13


32 c) State Plan Amendments Eff. 10/1/13 Sun 4/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


33 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


34 ii) Draft to public Tue 1/1/13 Wed 4/3/13


35 iii) Public Review of Plan Tue 11/6/12 Mon 3/25/13


36 (1) Tribal Consultation Tue 11/6/12 Thu 1/24/13


37 (2) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


38 (a) Board of Directors Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


39 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


40 (c)  Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


41 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


42 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


43 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


44 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


45 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


46 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


47 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13


48 iv) Final to CMS Fri 5/10/13 Mon 9/30/13


49 d) Waiver Amendment for 1/1/13 Sat 3/3/12 Sat 12/15/12


50 i) Draft Plan for Waiver Populations Sat 3/3/12 Thu 8/30/12


51 ii) Feedback from CMS Tue 4/3/12 Thu 8/30/12


52 iii) Submit transition plan to CMS Sat 9/1/12 Sat 9/1/12


53 iv) Modify plan based on Leadership guidance Tue 11/6/12 Sat 12/15/12


54 d) Permanent Policy (effective date 10/1/13) Sun 4/1/12 Thu 5/9/13


55 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Fri 12/28/12


56 ii) Public Review of Plan Wed 10/31/12 Wed 3/13/13


57 (1) Publish Notice of Rulemaking Intent Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12


58 (2) Tribal Consultation Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12


59 (3) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


60 (a) Board of Directors Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


61 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


62 (c) Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


63 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


64 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


65 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


66 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


67 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


68 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


69 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13


70 iii) OHCA Board Consideration Thu 3/14/13 Thu 3/14/13


71 iv) Legislative Consideration / Approval by May 6, 2013


– Rules Committee


Mon 3/25/13 Mon 5/6/13


72 v) Governor Consideration / Approval by May 9, 2013 Mon 3/25/13 Thu 5/9/13


73 e) Rates & Standards Tue 1/1/13 Mon 2/24/14


74 i) SPARC approval Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13


75 ii) Final approval Sat 3/30/13 Mon 2/24/14


76 2  Insure Oklahoma Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14


77 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


78 b) Seek Guidance from CMS re: MAGI, Elig., Enrollment Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


79 c) Incorporate IO Changes into SPA, Waiver, Rules Sun 4/1/12 Sun 3/31/13


80 d) Develop seamless transition plan for IO members Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/2/13


81 e) Outreach to members, employers, providers, agents Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


82 f) Implement Changes Tue 10/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


83 g) Monitor transition impact Tue 10/1/13 Tue 12/30/14


84 3 Provider Network Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14


85 a) Assess areas for recruitment Tue 5/15/12 Wed 1/1/14


86 i) Develop recruitment plan Tue 5/15/12 Fri 7/13/12


87 ii) Pursue recruitment areas Sun 7/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


88 b) Design and draft changes/amendments to contracts Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


89 i) Draft new language in contract Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


90 ii) Circulate for approvals (CMS, legal, advisories) Tue 1/1/13 Mon 3/25/13


91 iii) Finalize new contract / amendment June 2013 Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


92 c) New/modified (amendment) contracts executed Thu 8/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


93 i) Provider Info entered into system Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13


94 ii) Provider info available through OE Mon 9/2/13 Mon 9/30/13


95 iii) Providers available to be selected at application Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


96 d) Outreach to medical 


schools/residency/associations/licensure boards


Sat 1/1/11 Tue 10/1/13


97 e) Recruitment of contract candidates Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


98 f) Onsite visits with contract candidates Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


99 h) Semi-annual recruitment session Mon 4/1/13 Tue 4/30/13


100 i) Semi-annual recruitment session Tue 10/1/13 Wed 10/30/13


101 4) SoonerCare Operations Sat 1/1/11 Wed 12/31/14


102 a) Assess Programmatic Impact Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


103 i) Dental Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


104 ii) Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


105 iii) Medical Authorization Unit Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


106 iv) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


107 v) Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


108 vi) Quality Assurance Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


109 vii) Child Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


110 viii) Behavioral Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


111 ix) NET / SoonerRide Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


112 x) Indian Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


113 xi) SoonerCare Supports Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


114 (1) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


115 (2) Patient Centered Medical Home Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


116 (3) Non-emergency Transportation Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


117 b) Assess Quality Improvement Areas Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


118 (i) Chronic conditions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


10/1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


119 (ii) Preventive education / services Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


120 (iii) Functional families Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


121 (iv) Work capability considerations Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12


122 c) Implement Quality Improvement Strategies Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14


123 d) Monitor Care Coordination/integration with HIX Wed 1/1/14 Tue 12/30/14


124 e) Monitor Member Transitions Wed 1/1/14 Wed 12/31/14


125 f) Refine Process/Training Tue 4/1/14 Wed 12/31/14


126 5 Benefits Package Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


127 (a) Seek guidance from state leaders Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


128 (b) Seek guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


129 ( c) Analyze regulation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


130 (d) Identify draft package and PCMH/HAN delivery model Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


131 (e) Collaborate with external agencies Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


132 (f) Prepare cost analysis Sun 7/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


133 (g) Incorporate into SPA/Rules/Waivers Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12


134 (h) Public Review of Package Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


135 (i) Rules approval/disapproval by Legislature / Governor Mon 4/1/13 Thu 5/30/13


136 (j) SPA / Waiver approval/disapproval by CMS Fri 5/31/13 Mon 9/30/13


137 6 Marketing, Outreach & Education Tue 5/1/12 Mon 12/30/13


138 a) Tribal Consultation Tue 5/1/12 Mon 7/2/12


139 b) Statewide and County-level needs assessment Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


140 c) Conduct Surveys, Interviews, Focus Groups Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


141 1) Providers Mon 10/1/12 Sun 12/30/12


142 2) Members Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13


143 3) Communit Partners Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


144 d) Survey Results to Workgroups Mon 4/1/13 Sat 6/1/13


145 e) Develop Outreach / Education Plan Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


146 f) Conduct webinars, regional meetings, media 


advertisement


Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


147 7 Finance & Reporting Sun 1/1/12 Mon 6/30/14


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


148 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on FMAP/Reporting Changes Sun 1/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


149 b) Appropriation Requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


150 Estimate cost increases Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


151  IT programming (no FFP for shadow system) Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


152 Additional FTE Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


153 Revised cost estimates from budget requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


154 Increased claim volume & financial projections Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14


155 c) FMAP Claiming Wed 5/16/12 Mon 9/30/13


156 10-state pilot results from CMS Wed 5/16/12 Thu 11/1/12


157  Determine best method for OHCA Thu 11/1/12 Fri 1/18/13


158 Design workflow for FMAP determination Fri 1/18/13 Mon 9/30/13


159 d) New Third-party Liability matches Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13


160 e) Identify Changes to Financial Reports Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


161 i) MAR Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


162 ii) CMS 64 Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


163 iii) 283 Reports (enrollment) Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


164 iv) Other / New Reports required? Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13


165 f) Fast Facts Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


166 i) Enrollment: new aid categories Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


167 g) Annual Report Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


168 h) Quality Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


169 i) HEDIS, CAHPS Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


170 ii) PCMH Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


171 iii) P’s & Q’s Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13


172 i) Monitor / Refine Financing Impact Tue 10/1/13 Mon 6/30/14


173 8 Audit Fri 6/1/12 Mon 6/30/14


174 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on Audit Changes Fri 6/1/12 Tue 12/31/13


175 b) Establish new / changed audit program Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


176 i) State based = OHCA internal, OHCA controls, AG, 


SA&I


Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


177 ii) Federal based = PERM, PAM, RAC, etc Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13


178 c) Monitor / refine audit procedures Wed 1/1/14 Mon 6/30/14


179 9 Information Services Mon 4/30/12 Tue 12/30/14


180 a) Seek Guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


181 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


182 i) MAGI Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


183 ii) Eligibillity Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


184 iii) Enrollment Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


185 c) Advanced Planning Document / Enhanced FMAP Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14


186 d) Define Aid Categories (newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


187 e) Define Aid Categories (non-newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


188 f) Seek guidance from CMS re: Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13


189 g) Identify Eligiblity Process Changes Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


190 i) MAGI Income considerations Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


191 ii) House Composition Sun 1/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


192 iii) State / federal verifications Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


193 iv) Rules engine Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13


194 h) Identify Enrollment Process Changes Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


195 i) Capabilities for online, paper, fax, phone, partners Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


196 ii) Member notices / letters Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


197 iii) ID / Membership cards Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


198 i) Identify Changes on Online Enrollment Applications Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


199 i) New Questions required Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


200 ii) Revised Questions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


201 iii) Community Partner Connectivity / use / training Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


202 iv) Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13


203 j) Requirements Validation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


204 k) Programming Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


205 l) Testing Mon 4/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


206 m) Training Thu 6/7/01 Mon 6/30/14


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


207 n) System Operational (go-live) Tue 10/1/13 Mon 3/31/14


208 10 Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 6/30/14


209 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12


210 b) Assess New / Changed caller questions Sun 4/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


211 c) Identify Options/scripts/assistance from call center Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


212 d) Assess need for Outbound Calls Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13


213 e) Work with call center vendor to implement changes Tue 1/1/13 Sun 6/30/13


214 f) Conduct  readiness reviews, refine training Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


215 g) Monitor volume, satisfaction Mon 7/1/13 Mon 6/30/14


216 11 Administrative Agreements / Professional Contracts Sat 1/1/11 Sun 3/30/14


217 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


218 b) Identify necessary new / changed contracts Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


219 (i) Health Management Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


220 (ii) Telligen - Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


221 (iii) HP MMIS Maintenance Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


222 (iv) Integrated Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


223 (v) Logisticare Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


224 (vi) MedSolutions Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


225 (vii) BH prior authorizations Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


226 (viii) ALJ outside contractors Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


227 (ix) AG for appeals Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


228 (x) College of Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


229 (xi) Clinical consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


230 (xii) OT/PT/SLP consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


231 (xiii) HP Call center charges (assume one-time set up fee) Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


232 (xiv) OU – University Printing Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


233 (xv) Automated Mail Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


234 (xvi) Marketing campaign Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


235 (xvii) United States Postal Service - Postage Costs Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


236 (xviii) OU Tulsa - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish


237 (xix) OU OKC - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13


238 c) Evaluate Required Resources Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


239 d) State Procurement Processes Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


240 e) Issue P.O.'s / Change Orders Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


241 f) Execute Contracts Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14


242 12 Human Resources Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14


243 a) Assessment of Staffing / Training Needs Sat 1/1/11 Sun 9/30/12


244 b) Secure FTE approval from State Leadership Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13


245 c) Secure Resources (funding/space/equipment) Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


246 i) Staffing tracks Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


247 (1) Start date July 2013 – Member services staff for 


enrollment activities 10/1


Sat 6/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


248 (a) positions posted Sat 6/1/13 Sat 6/15/13


249 (b) hiring starts Mon 7/1/13 Tue 7/30/13


250 ( c) training Mon 7/1/13 Mon 9/30/13


251 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


252 (2) Start date October 2013 – Call center staff for 


enrollment 10/1


Mon 7/1/13 Tue 10/15/13


253 (a) positions posted Mon 7/1/13 Mon 7/15/13


254 (b) hiring starts Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13


255 ( c) training Thu 8/15/13 Tue 10/15/13


256 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13


257 (3) Start date January 2014 – Medicaid 


authorization, care management, claims resolution 


for activities 1/1/14


Tue 10/1/13 Wed 1/1/14


258 (a) positions posted Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/15/13


259 (b) hiring starts Fri 11/1/13 Fri 11/15/13


260 ( c) training Fri 11/1/13 Mon 12/30/13


261 (d) operations start Wed 1/1/14 Wed 1/1/14


262 d) New organizational charts Mon 7/2/12 Wed 1/1/14


Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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1 1 Policy


SoonerCare expansions mandated by the ACA will require policy changes that must be approved by federal (CMS) and state (OHCA boards, legislature) policymakers.
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SecureMail Gateway has certified this message:

Part 1  (the whole message):
  This part was successfully decrypted.
    Verified integrity check from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>
      at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT: robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org  
	Email aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
    Verified certificate from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org>
      at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT: robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org  
	Email aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us




SecureMail Gateway has certified
  this message:








		Part 1  (the whole message):

		Encrypted		Y		This part was successfully decrypted.

		Integrity		Y		Verified integrity check from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT

		Origin		robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org

Email Aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us

		Certificate		Y		Verified certificate from  <Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org> at 03 Oct 2012 11:53:52 CDT

		Origin		robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us
emailAddress=Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org

Email Aliases: Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org, robertsc@ohca.state.ok.us






ID Task Name Start Finish

1 1 Policy Sat 3/3/12 Mon 2/24/14

2 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/30/12

3 i) Populations Served Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12

4 (1) New Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12

5 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Thu 6/28/12 Fri 11/30/12

6 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12

7 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12

8 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12

9 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12

10 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12

11 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 10/30/12

12 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

13 i) Populations Served Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

14 (1) New Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12

15 (a) Adults 0-133% FPL Tue 5/15/12 Fri 11/16/12

16 (2) Changed Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

17 (a) FPW Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

18 (b) BCC Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

19 (c) Insure Oklahoma Adults Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

20 (d) Insure Oklahoma Children Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

21 (e) Pregnant Women Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

22 ii) Enrollment Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

23 (1) Online Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

24 (2) Paper Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

25 (3) Fax Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

26 (4) Telephone Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

27 (5) Agency Partners Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

28 iii) Eligibility Determination Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

29 (1) Income - MAGI Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

30 (2) Household makeup Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish

31 (3) Verifications Tue 5/15/12 Tue 1/1/13

32 c) State Plan Amendments Eff. 10/1/13 Sun 4/1/12 Mon 9/30/13

33 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12

34 ii) Draft to public Tue 1/1/13 Wed 4/3/13

35 iii) Public Review of Plan Tue 11/6/12 Mon 3/25/13

36 (1) Tribal Consultation Tue 11/6/12 Thu 1/24/13

37 (2) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

38 (a) Board of Directors Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

39 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

40 (c)  Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

41 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

42 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

43 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

44 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

45 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

46 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

47 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 1/3/13 Mon 3/25/13

48 iv) Final to CMS Fri 5/10/13 Mon 9/30/13

49 d) Waiver Amendment for 1/1/13 Sat 3/3/12 Sat 12/15/12

50 i) Draft Plan for Waiver Populations Sat 3/3/12 Thu 8/30/12

51 ii) Feedback from CMS Tue 4/3/12 Thu 8/30/12

52 iii) Submit transition plan to CMS Sat 9/1/12 Sat 9/1/12

53 iv) Modify plan based on Leadership guidance Tue 11/6/12 Sat 12/15/12

54 d) Permanent Policy (effective date 10/1/13) Sun 4/1/12 Thu 5/9/13

55 i) Drafting process Sun 4/1/12 Fri 12/28/12

56 ii) Public Review of Plan Wed 10/31/12 Wed 3/13/13

57 (1) Publish Notice of Rulemaking Intent Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12

58 (2) Tribal Consultation Mon 10/1/12 Wed 12/19/12

59 (3) Advisory Boards / Committees Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

60 (a) Board of Directors Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish

61 (b) Med. Advisory Commission Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

62 (c) Med. Advisory Task Force Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

63 (d) Behavioral Health Advistory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

64 (e) Perinatal/Child Advisory TFs Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

65 (f) Member Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

66 (g) Drug Utilization Review Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

67 (h) Focus on Excellence / Living Choice Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

68 (i) Durable Medical Equipment Advisory TF Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

69 (j) Dental Workgroup Thu 11/1/12 Wed 3/13/13

70 iii) OHCA Board Consideration Thu 3/14/13 Thu 3/14/13

71 iv) Legislative Consideration / Approval by May 6, 2013

– Rules Committee

Mon 3/25/13 Mon 5/6/13

72 v) Governor Consideration / Approval by May 9, 2013 Mon 3/25/13 Thu 5/9/13

73 e) Rates & Standards Tue 1/1/13 Mon 2/24/14

74 i) SPARC approval Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13

75 ii) Final approval Sat 3/30/13 Mon 2/24/14

76 2  Insure Oklahoma Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14

77 a) Seek Guidance from State Leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12

78 b) Seek Guidance from CMS re: MAGI, Elig., Enrollment Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

79 c) Incorporate IO Changes into SPA, Waiver, Rules Sun 4/1/12 Sun 3/31/13

80 d) Develop seamless transition plan for IO members Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/2/13

81 e) Outreach to members, employers, providers, agents Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

82 f) Implement Changes Tue 10/1/13 Mon 12/30/13

83 g) Monitor transition impact Tue 10/1/13 Tue 12/30/14

84 3 Provider Network Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14

85 a) Assess areas for recruitment Tue 5/15/12 Wed 1/1/14

86 i) Develop recruitment plan Tue 5/15/12 Fri 7/13/12

87 ii) Pursue recruitment areas Sun 7/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

88 b) Design and draft changes/amendments to contracts Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

89 i) Draft new language in contract Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish

90 ii) Circulate for approvals (CMS, legal, advisories) Tue 1/1/13 Mon 3/25/13

91 iii) Finalize new contract / amendment June 2013 Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13

92 c) New/modified (amendment) contracts executed Thu 8/1/13 Tue 10/1/13

93 i) Provider Info entered into system Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13

94 ii) Provider info available through OE Mon 9/2/13 Mon 9/30/13

95 iii) Providers available to be selected at application Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13

96 d) Outreach to medical 

schools/residency/associations/licensure boards

Sat 1/1/11 Tue 10/1/13

97 e) Recruitment of contract candidates Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13

98 f) Onsite visits with contract candidates Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

99 h) Semi-annual recruitment session Mon 4/1/13 Tue 4/30/13

100 i) Semi-annual recruitment session Tue 10/1/13 Wed 10/30/13

101 4) SoonerCare Operations Sat 1/1/11 Wed 12/31/14

102 a) Assess Programmatic Impact Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

103 i) Dental Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

104 ii) Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

105 iii) Medical Authorization Unit Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

106 iv) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

107 v) Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

108 vi) Quality Assurance Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

109 vii) Child Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

110 viii) Behavioral Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

111 ix) NET / SoonerRide Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

112 x) Indian Health Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

113 xi) SoonerCare Supports Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

114 (1) Care Management Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

115 (2) Patient Centered Medical Home Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

116 (3) Non-emergency Transportation Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

117 b) Assess Quality Improvement Areas Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

118 (i) Chronic conditions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

10/1
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ID Task Name Start Finish

119 (ii) Preventive education / services Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12

120 (iii) Functional families Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12

121 (iv) Work capability considerations Sat 1/1/11 Thu 3/1/12

122 c) Implement Quality Improvement Strategies Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14

123 d) Monitor Care Coordination/integration with HIX Wed 1/1/14 Tue 12/30/14

124 e) Monitor Member Transitions Wed 1/1/14 Wed 12/31/14

125 f) Refine Process/Training Tue 4/1/14 Wed 12/31/14

126 5 Benefits Package Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

127 (a) Seek guidance from state leaders Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12

128 (b) Seek guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

129 ( c) Analyze regulation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 12/30/12

130 (d) Identify draft package and PCMH/HAN delivery model Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12

131 (e) Collaborate with external agencies Sun 4/1/12 Sun 12/30/12

132 (f) Prepare cost analysis Sun 7/1/12 Mon 12/31/12

133 (g) Incorporate into SPA/Rules/Waivers Sun 4/1/12 Mon 12/31/12

134 (h) Public Review of Package Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13

135 (i) Rules approval/disapproval by Legislature / Governor Mon 4/1/13 Thu 5/30/13

136 (j) SPA / Waiver approval/disapproval by CMS Fri 5/31/13 Mon 9/30/13

137 6 Marketing, Outreach & Education Tue 5/1/12 Mon 12/30/13

138 a) Tribal Consultation Tue 5/1/12 Mon 7/2/12

139 b) Statewide and County-level needs assessment Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

140 c) Conduct Surveys, Interviews, Focus Groups Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

141 1) Providers Mon 10/1/12 Sun 12/30/12

142 2) Members Tue 1/1/13 Sat 3/30/13

143 3) Communit Partners Mon 4/1/13 Sun 6/30/13

144 d) Survey Results to Workgroups Mon 4/1/13 Sat 6/1/13

145 e) Develop Outreach / Education Plan Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

146 f) Conduct webinars, regional meetings, media 

advertisement

Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13

147 7 Finance & Reporting Sun 1/1/12 Mon 6/30/14

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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OHCA Plan for ACA'14 Compliance

Page 5

24878



ID Task Name Start Finish

148 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on FMAP/Reporting Changes Sun 1/1/12 Mon 9/30/13

149 b) Appropriation Requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

150 Estimate cost increases Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

151  IT programming (no FFP for shadow system) Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

152 Additional FTE Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

153 Revised cost estimates from budget requests Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

154 Increased claim volume & financial projections Thu 11/1/12 Wed 1/1/14

155 c) FMAP Claiming Wed 5/16/12 Mon 9/30/13

156 10-state pilot results from CMS Wed 5/16/12 Thu 11/1/12

157  Determine best method for OHCA Thu 11/1/12 Fri 1/18/13

158 Design workflow for FMAP determination Fri 1/18/13 Mon 9/30/13

159 d) New Third-party Liability matches Mon 10/1/12 Mon 9/30/13

160 e) Identify Changes to Financial Reports Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13

161 i) MAR Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13

162 ii) CMS 64 Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13

163 iii) 283 Reports (enrollment) Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13

164 iv) Other / New Reports required? Mon 10/1/12 Thu 8/29/13

165 f) Fast Facts Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

166 i) Enrollment: new aid categories Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

167 g) Annual Report Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

168 h) Quality Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

169 i) HEDIS, CAHPS Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

170 ii) PCMH Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

171 iii) P’s & Q’s Thu 11/1/12 Tue 10/1/13

172 i) Monitor / Refine Financing Impact Tue 10/1/13 Mon 6/30/14

173 8 Audit Fri 6/1/12 Mon 6/30/14

174 a) Seek Guidance from CMS on Audit Changes Fri 6/1/12 Tue 12/31/13

175 b) Establish new / changed audit program Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13

176 i) State based = OHCA internal, OHCA controls, AG, 

SA&I

Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish

177 ii) Federal based = PERM, PAM, RAC, etc Tue 1/1/13 Tue 12/31/13

178 c) Monitor / refine audit procedures Wed 1/1/14 Mon 6/30/14

179 9 Information Services Mon 4/30/12 Tue 12/30/14

180 a) Seek Guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12

181 b) Seek Guidance from CMS Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

182 i) MAGI Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

183 ii) Eligibillity Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

184 iii) Enrollment Changes Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

185 c) Advanced Planning Document / Enhanced FMAP Sat 1/1/11 Tue 12/30/14

186 d) Define Aid Categories (newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13

187 e) Define Aid Categories (non-newly eligible) Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13

188 f) Seek guidance from CMS re: Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Mon 9/30/13

189 g) Identify Eligiblity Process Changes Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13

190 i) MAGI Income considerations Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13

191 ii) House Composition Sun 1/1/12 Sat 3/30/13

192 iii) State / federal verifications Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13

193 iv) Rules engine Sat 1/1/11 Sat 3/30/13

194 h) Identify Enrollment Process Changes Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

195 i) Capabilities for online, paper, fax, phone, partners Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

196 ii) Member notices / letters Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

197 iii) ID / Membership cards Sun 4/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

198 i) Identify Changes on Online Enrollment Applications Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

199 i) New Questions required Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

200 ii) Revised Questions Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

201 iii) Community Partner Connectivity / use / training Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

202 iv) Interoperability with HIX Sat 1/1/11 Sun 6/30/13

203 j) Requirements Validation Sun 1/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

204 k) Programming Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

205 l) Testing Mon 4/1/13 Mon 12/30/13

206 m) Training Thu 6/7/01 Mon 6/30/14

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

OHCA Plan for ACA'14 Compliance

Page 7

24880



ID Task Name Start Finish

207 n) System Operational (go-live) Tue 10/1/13 Mon 3/31/14

208 10 Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 6/30/14

209 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Sun 12/30/12

210 b) Assess New / Changed caller questions Sun 4/1/12 Sat 3/30/13

211 c) Identify Options/scripts/assistance from call center Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13

212 d) Assess need for Outbound Calls Mon 10/1/12 Sat 3/30/13

213 e) Work with call center vendor to implement changes Tue 1/1/13 Sun 6/30/13

214 f) Conduct  readiness reviews, refine training Mon 4/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

215 g) Monitor volume, satisfaction Mon 7/1/13 Mon 6/30/14

216 11 Administrative Agreements / Professional Contracts Sat 1/1/11 Sun 3/30/14

217 a) Seek guidance / Decisions from State leaders Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

218 b) Identify necessary new / changed contracts Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

219 (i) Health Management Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

220 (ii) Telligen - Health Management Program Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

221 (iii) HP MMIS Maintenance Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

222 (iv) Integrated Call Center Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

223 (v) Logisticare Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

224 (vi) MedSolutions Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

225 (vii) BH prior authorizations Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

226 (viii) ALJ outside contractors Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

227 (ix) AG for appeals Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

228 (x) College of Pharmacy Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

229 (xi) Clinical consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

230 (xii) OT/PT/SLP consultants Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

231 (xiii) HP Call center charges (assume one-time set up fee) Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

232 (xiv) OU – University Printing Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

233 (xv) Automated Mail Services Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

234 (xvi) Marketing campaign Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

235 (xvii) United States Postal Service - Postage Costs Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

236 (xviii) OU Tulsa - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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ID Task Name Start Finish

237 (xix) OU OKC - Pediatric Diabetes Disease Sat 1/1/11 Mon 12/30/13

238 c) Evaluate Required Resources Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

239 d) State Procurement Processes Tue 1/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

240 e) Issue P.O.'s / Change Orders Mon 7/1/13 Mon 12/30/13

241 f) Execute Contracts Mon 7/1/13 Sun 3/30/14

242 12 Human Resources Sat 1/1/11 Wed 1/1/14

243 a) Assessment of Staffing / Training Needs Sat 1/1/11 Sun 9/30/12

244 b) Secure FTE approval from State Leadership Mon 10/1/12 Sun 6/30/13

245 c) Secure Resources (funding/space/equipment) Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14

246 i) Staffing tracks Sat 6/1/13 Wed 1/1/14

247 (1) Start date July 2013 – Member services staff for 

enrollment activities 10/1

Sat 6/1/13 Tue 10/1/13

248 (a) positions posted Sat 6/1/13 Sat 6/15/13

249 (b) hiring starts Mon 7/1/13 Tue 7/30/13

250 ( c) training Mon 7/1/13 Mon 9/30/13

251 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13

252 (2) Start date October 2013 – Call center staff for 

enrollment 10/1

Mon 7/1/13 Tue 10/15/13

253 (a) positions posted Mon 7/1/13 Mon 7/15/13

254 (b) hiring starts Thu 8/1/13 Fri 8/30/13

255 ( c) training Thu 8/15/13 Tue 10/15/13

256 (d) operations start Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/1/13

257 (3) Start date January 2014 – Medicaid 

authorization, care management, claims resolution 

for activities 1/1/14

Tue 10/1/13 Wed 1/1/14

258 (a) positions posted Tue 10/1/13 Tue 10/15/13

259 (b) hiring starts Fri 11/1/13 Fri 11/15/13

260 ( c) training Fri 11/1/13 Mon 12/30/13

261 (d) operations start Wed 1/1/14 Wed 1/1/14

262 d) New organizational charts Mon 7/2/12 Wed 1/1/14

Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1 Qtr 2 Qtr 3 Qtr 4 Qtr 1
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1 1 Policy

SoonerCare expansions mandated by the ACA will require policy changes that must be approved by federal (CMS) and state (OHCA boards, legislature) policymakers.

OHCA Plan for ACA'14 Compliance

Page 10

24883



24884



E
R
R
O
R
:
 
s
y
n
t
a
x
e
r
r
o
r

O
F
F
E
N
D
I
N
G
 
C
O
M
M
A
N
D
:
 
-
-
n
o
s
t
r
i
n
g
v
a
l
-
-

S
T
A
C
K
:

/
T
i
t
l
e
 

(
)
/
S
u
b
j
e
c
t
 

(
D
:
2
0
1
2
1
0
0
2
1
1
1
7
0
5
-
0
5
’
0
0
’
)

/
M
o
d
D
a
t
e
 

(
)
/
K
e
y
w
o
r
d
s
 

(
P
D
F
C
r
e
a
t
o
r
 
V
e
r
s
i
o
n
 
0
.
9
.
5
)

/
C
r
e
a
t
o
r
 

(
D
:
2
0
1
2
1
0
0
2
1
1
1
7
0
5
-
0
5
’
0
0
’
)

/
C
r
e
a
t
i
o
n
D
a
t
e
 

(
H
e
a
t
e
r
B
)

/
A
u
t
h
o
r
 

-
m
a
r
k
-
 

24885



 
Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges 
(draft) 
By Tom Miller  
American Enterprise  Institute 
 
The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a 
classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway 
to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care 
decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help 
coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to 
reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most 
workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the 
workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features 
and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could 
help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even 
consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple 
employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform. 
 

The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems 
of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small 
businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the 
health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their 
customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by 
insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers 
lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool 
and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by 
counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-
employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices.  
 

Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for 
years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and 
perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying 
problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can 
be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some 
standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by 
insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private 
payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce 
transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with 
redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases.  

 
 The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include 
whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for 
customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does 
it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? 
Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand 
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choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory 
complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down 
the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.     
 

The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more 
controversial, role. Their duties include 
 

• Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance; 
• Expanding state Medicaid programs; 
• Enforcing the individual coverage mandate; 
• Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies; 
• Policing insurers’ premium prices; and  
• Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market. 

 
In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than 

less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to 
adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their 
fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and 
benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s 
politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what 
is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what 
they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of 
course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the 
criterion used is political or personal.  
 

The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and 
specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified 
benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility 
limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more 
than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more 
millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster 
timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically 
disruptive.1 In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community 
rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans 
operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  

 
The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those 

largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as 
to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the 
law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 
100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, 
and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for 
Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains 
of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering 
and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from 
the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)2 that are biased toward an early 
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expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a 
roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but 
are not allowed to check out. 
  
 It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more 
unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe 
they will have to control almost everything.    
 
 Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for 
“state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking 
control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather 
than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and 
state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a 
cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the 
Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional).  
 
 At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial 
deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be 
ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance 
coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health 
exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least 
some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new 
name for federally run exchanges).3 However, any of those approaches to developing functional 
health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: 
 

1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so 
for political or technical reasons. 

  
2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple 

sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” 
insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting 
and unprecedented. 

  
3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges 

to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of 
any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a 
federally run exchange in their state.4 
 
 What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run 
exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and 
administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the 
ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms 
may still be needed within states. 
 

Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that 
operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current 
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Obama administration regulatory guidance.5 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be 
likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an 
active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and 
ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They 
would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking 
individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group 
coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to 
Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than 
standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  

 
Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and 

employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal 
oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand 
them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the 
state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a 
minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for 
innovation and preference-sensitive variation.  

 
Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-

empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and 
enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance 
plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they 
adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus 
on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They 
would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain 
the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an 
exclusive destination for political control.     
 
 Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation 
for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s 
underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a 
distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials 
involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s 
mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously 
resisting them.  
 
  Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small 
firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate 
primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for 
health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls 
of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only 
as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the 
further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-
sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive 
advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market 
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share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political 
brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money.  
 
                                                        
1 As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White 
House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about 
disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while 
offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component 
necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” 
money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. 
Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted 
coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates 
for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who 
feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly 
expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized 
health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on 
politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of 
Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred 
decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of 
traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a 
vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—
fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening 
appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially 
expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred 
Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5. 
2 Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of 
Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19). 
3 Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges 
and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), 
www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-
establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans. 
4 Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual 
statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and 
Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the 
PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. 
Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and 
Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended_complaint.pdf; and James F. 
Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, 
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house_ways_and_means_testimony92112.pdf. 
5 Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 
2010. 
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Comparison of Adult Health Coverage in SoonerCare, Insure Oklahoma (IP)

Type of Service / SoonerCare Traditional SoonerCare Choice Insure Oklahoma

Cost-Sharing Feature Individual Plan (IP)

Out-of-Pocket Limit
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 

household income

Copays  capped at 5% of gross 

household income

Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 

household income

Copay/Deductible Nominal copays Nominal copays Various Copays

Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage

Behavioral health and substance abuse services
Covered - some services may require 

a $3 copay

Covered - some services may 

require a $3 copay

Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 

physician services limit per month. Copays 

vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per 

visit
Care management services for complex and/or 

unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered

Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 

immunization history; physical exams, various 

health assessments and counseling; lab & 

screening tests and necessary follow-up care)

N/A N/A No coverage

Dental services 

Emergency extractions; $3 copay per 

service. Limited benefits for pregnant 

women.

Emergency extractions; $3 

copay per service. Limited 

benefits for pregnant women.

Limited dental benefits for pregnant women

Diabetic supplies for self-management Covered Covered Covered - $5 copay

Durable medical equipment

Covered when prescribed by medical 

provider and may require prior 

authorization. $3 copay per claim

Covered when prescribed by 

medical provider and may 

require prior authorization. $3 

copay per claim

Covered when prescribed by medical 

provider with copay ($5 for supplies and 

oxygen; $25 for DME) $15,000 annual 

maximum limit

Emergency Department (ER services)

Covered medically necessary - $3 

copay per visit for non-emergency 

diagnosis 

Covered medically necessary - 

$3 copay per visit for non-

emergency diagnosis  

Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)

Family Planning services 

Birth control information and supplies - 

Pap smears - Pregnancy tests - Tubal 

ligations and vasectomies

Birth control information and 

supplies - Pap smears - 

Pregnancy tests - Tubal 

ligations and vasectomies

Birth control information and supplies - Pap 

smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay

Hearing services Covered evaluation only Covered evaluation only No coverage

Home health care services

36 visits covered annually without 

prior authorization when prescribed by 

a physician - $3 copay per visit

36 visits covered annually 

without prior authorization 

when prescribed by a physician - 

$3 copay per visit

No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 

intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only

Inpatient hospital services 
Covered - $10 copay per day up to 

$90 max per admission

Covered - $10 copay per day up 

to $90 max per admission
Covered - $50 copay per admission

Immunizations (as recommended by the 

Advisory Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered as recommended for adults

Covered as recommended for 

adults

Covered as recommended for adults - $10 

copay towards medication, administration 

not covered

Laboratory and X-ray
Covered - $3 copay per service at 

specialist

Covered - $3 copay per service 

at specialist

Covered - no copay for standard radiology 

($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, 

MRA, PET, CT)
Long-term care Covered No coverage No coverage

Mammograms Covered Covered Covered - no copay 

Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered

Orthodontic services No coverage No coverage No coverage

Outpatient hospital and surgery services
Covered medically necessary - $3 

copay per day per visit 

Covered medically necessary - 

$3 copay per day per visit 

Covered medically necessary - $25 copay 

per visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay 

per visit
Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered - no copay 

Optometric Services
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 

injuries only

Coverage for eye diseases or 

eye injuries only

Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 

only - $10 copay

Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered service

Personal care
Covered as prescribed in treatment 

plan

Covered as prescribed in 

treatment plan
No coverage

Physician services
4 visits per month; including any 

specialist visits- $3 copay per visit

Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 

visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-

PCP visits per month - $3 copay 

per visit

Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 

Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 

per visit

Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 

prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered

Covered - $50 copay for inpatient 

admission

Prescription drugs 

6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-

name. $0.65 copay per drug costing 

$10.00 or less, $1.20 copay per drug 

costing $10.01 - $25.00, $2.40 copay 

per drug costing $25.01 - $50.00, 

$3.50 copay per drug costing $50.01 

or more; no copay for maintenance 

drugs

6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-

name. $0.65 copay per drug 

costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 

copay per drug costing $10.01 - 

$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 

costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 

copay per drug costing $50.01 

or more; no copay for 

maintenance drugs

6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 

copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 
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Prosthetic devices

Limited coverage with prior 

authorization; Orthotics are Not 

Covered

Limited coverage with prior 

authorization; Orthotics are Not 

Covered

Limited coverage with prior authorization

Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 

copay per admission

Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage

SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 

covered medical services
Covered Covered No coverage

Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization
90 days without an 

authorization

90 days without an authorization - Copay 

same as prescription drugs
Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 

detoxification only)
Covered Covered Inpatient - $50

Therapy services - Physical, Speech, 

Occupational
15 visits per year - hospital outpatient

15 visits per year - hospital 

outpatient

15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - 

$10 copay per visit

Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage

Vision equipment & therapy No coverage No coverage No coverage
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Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan

Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO

Out-of-Pocket Limit n/a
Copays  capped at 5% of gross 

household income
n/a

Copays  capped at 5% of gross 

household income
n/a

Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 

household income

Copays and premiums capped at 5% of 

household income
$5,000/family $5,000/family $5,000/family

Copay/Deductible None Nominal copays None Nominal copays None Various Copays Various Copays $350 individual/$700 family None $350/$700 family

Ambulance or emergency transportation Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only Covered - emergency only No coverage No coverage
Covered as medically necessary $50 copay per 

occurrence; waived if admitted

Covered - $100 per-day copay, no 

deductible. $150 copay for air/sea 

transport.

Covered - $100 per-day copay. 

$150 copay for air/sea transport.

Covered - no copay or deductible if 

accident-related; 15% copay if not.

Behavioral health and substance abuse services Covered
Covered - some services may 

require a $3 copay
Covered

Covered - some services may 

require a $3 copay
No coverage

Covered - Psychiatrist visits included in 4 

physician services limit per month. Copays 

vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - $10 per visit

Covered; Copays vary:  Physicians & Outpatient - 

$10 per visit

Licensed professional services - $20 

copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 

precert required, $250 copay per 

admission, no deductible, unlimited 

days

Licensed professional services -$25 

copay. Inpatient - precert 

required, $150 copay per day up 

to $750, unlimited days.

Licensed professional services - $10 

copay, no deductible. Inpatient - 

precert required, 15% copay.

Care management services for complex and/or 

unusual needs 
Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered

Case- and disease-management 

services offered.

Case- and disease-management 

services offered.

Non mentioned. Lab Card pays 

100% outpt lab work. 

Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 

immunization history; physical exams, various health 

assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 

and necessary follow-up care)

Covered N/A Covered N/A No coverage No coverage
No copay for preventive visits and well 

baby/well child
Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible

Dental services 
Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 

fillings & crowns

Emergency extractions; $3 copay 

per service. Limited benefits for 

pregnant women.

Cleaning twice a year, X-rays, 

fillings & crowns

Emergency extractions; $3 copay 

per service. Limited benefits for 

pregnant women.

No coverage Limited dental benefits for pregnant women
Various dental benefits and copays effective 

October 2010

Cleaning 2X year paid at $16 for 

adults, $22 for children <13, no 

copay or deductible. Other services 

simularly capped. Filling paid $25 

for <13 hrs old, $16 for >13.

Cleaning 2X year covered with $25 

copay. No coverage for fillings or 

most other dental procedures.

Cleaning 2X year covered with 50% 

coinsurance. X-ray capped at $150. 

Filling paid at $21.

Diabetic supplies for self-management
Covered, plus one glucometer 

per year
Covered

Covered, plus one glucometer 

per year
Covered No coverage Covered - $5 copay Covered - $5 copay Not covered. Not covered. Not  covered.

Durable medical equipment

Covered when prescribed by 

medical provider and may 

require prior authorization

Covered when prescribed by 

medical provider and may require 

prior authorization. $3 copay per 

claim

Covered when prescribed by 

medical provider and may 

require prior authorization

Covered when prescribed by 

medical provider and may require 

prior authorization. $3 copay per 

claim

No coverage

Covered when prescribed by medical provider 

with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 

for DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit

Covered when prescribed by medical provider 

with copay ($5 for supplies and oxygen; $25 for 

DME) $15,000 annual maximum limit

Covered when prescribed - 15% 

coinsurance.

Covered when prescribed - 30% 

coinsurance.

Covered when prescribed - 15% 

coinsurance.

Emergency Department (ER services) Covered

Covered medically necessary - $3 

copay per visit for non-

emergency diagnosis 

Covered

Covered medically necessary - $3 

copay per visit for non-

emergency diagnosis  

No coverage Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted) Covered - $30 copay (waived if admitted)

Covered - no deductibe or copay 

for accident, 15% coinsurance for 

other emergency.

Covered - $125 copay

Covered - no copay or deductible 

for accident; 15% coninsurance for 

emergency.

Family Planning services 

Birth control information and 

supplies - Pap smears - 

Pregnancy tests

Birth control information and 

supplies - Pap smears - 

Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 

and vasectomies

Birth control information and 

supplies - Pap smears - 

Pregnancy tests

Birth control information and 

supplies - Pap smears - 

Pregnancy tests - Tubal ligations 

and vasectomies

Men and women age 19 and over - Birth 

control information, services and supplies. 

Gardasil for men and women through age 

26. Tubal ligation & vasectomy for persons 

age 21 and older - no copay for any family 

Birth control information and supplies - Pap 

smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay

Birth control information and supplies - Pap 

smears - Pregnancy tests - No copay

Covered - 15% coninsurance for 

services.

Covered - $25 copay for services, 

$150 copay for surgery,
Covered - 15% coinsurance.

Hearing services
Covered - evaluations, hearing 

aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only

Covered - evaluations, hearing 

aids and supplies
Covered evaluation only No coverage No coverage Newborn screening only

Covered if due to illness/injury - 

$15 coinsurnace; hearing aids paid 

with no deductible up to 

$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 

set in 3 years)

Covered if due to illness/injury - 

$25 copay; hearing aids paid with 

no deductible up to 

$1,250/year/aid (adults >22 one 

set in 3 years)

Covered if by MD/DO/audiologist - 

15% coinsurance.  Hearing aids 

$250/each copay, no deductible, 1 

set every 5 yrs

Home health care services

36 visits covered annually 

without prior authorization when 

prescribed by a physician

36 visits covered annually without 

prior authorization when 

prescribed by a physician - $3 

copay per visit

36 visits covered annually 

without prior authorization when 

prescribed by a physician 

36 visits covered annually without 

prior authorization when 

prescribed by a physician - $3 

copay per visit

No coverage
No Coverage; Coverage for medications, 

intravenous (IV) therapy and supplies only

36 visits covered annually without prior 

authorization when prescribed by a physician: 

$10 copay per visit

Covered - 15% coninsurance, 

capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 

visits/yr

Covered - $25 copay per visit, 

capped at 2 hrs daily up to 25 

visits/yr

Covered - 15% coninsurance, 

capped at 2 hrs daily up to 50 

visits/yr. 

Inpatient hospital services Covered 
Covered - $10 copay per day up 

to $90 max per admission
Covered

Covered - $10 copay per day up 

to $90 max per admission
No coverage Covered - $50 copay per admission Covered - $50 copay per admission

Covered - $250/admission, no limit 

to days.

Covered - $150/day up to 

$750/admission, no limit to days.

Covered - 15% coninsurance, 

precert. required

Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 

Committee of Immunization Practices)
Covered

Covered as recommended for 

adults
Covered

Covered as recommended for 

adults
No coverage

Covered as recommended for adults - $10 

copay towards medication, administration not 

covered

Covered - No copay  Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible

Laboratory and X-ray Covered
Covered - $3 copay per service at 

specialist
Covered

Covered - $3 copay per service at 

specialist

Services related to family planning only - 

no copay 

Covered - no copay for standard radiology 

($25 copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, 

PET, CT)

Covered - no copay for standard radiology ($25 

copay per specialized scan - MRI, MRA, PET, 

CT)

 Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 

levels

Covered - No copay for lab/EKG; 

$25 copay for x-ray, EEG, 

ultrasound; $75 for specialized 

scan

Covered - 15% coinsurance for all 

levels; no copay or deductible if 

LabCard

Long-term care Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

Mammograms Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - No copay Covered - no copay or deductible

Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice

SoonerPlan
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Type of Service / Insure Oklahoma Insure Oklahoma Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan Federal Employee Plan

Cost-Sharing Feature Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Children Under 21 Adults 21 and Over Individual Plan Adults (IP) Individual Plan Children (IP) BCBS Standard Option PPO BCBS Basic Option PPO GEHA Standard Option PPO

Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
SoonerCare  Traditional SoonerCare  Choice

SoonerPlan

Nurse midwife and birthing center services Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered

Orthodontic services Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered when prior authorized Not  covered. Not  covered. No coverage

Outpatient hospital and surgery services Covered medically necessary
Covered medically necessary - $3 

copay per day per visit 
Covered medically necessary

Covered medically necessary - $3 

copay per day per visit 

Services related to family planning only - 

no copay 

Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 

visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per 

visit

Covered medically necessary - $25 copay per 

visit. Therapeutic radiology - $10 copay per visit
Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $75 copay/day/facility Covered - 15% coinsurance

Over-the-counter contraceptives Covered Covered Covered Covered Contraceptives only - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no copay No coverage No coverage No coverage

Optometric Services Covered
Coverage for eye diseases or eye 

injuries only
Covered

Coverage for eye diseases or eye 

injuries only
No coverage

Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries 

only - $10 copay

Coverage for eye diseases or eye injuries only - 

$10 copay

Exams only related to medical 

condition - $20 copay

Exams only related to medical 

condition - $25 copay

1 exam annually for Children < 22 - 

no copay; adult coverage for eye 

diseases/injuries only - 15% 

coinsurance

Patient Advice Line Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage Covered service Covered service Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7

Personal care
Covered as prescribed in 

treatment plan

Covered as prescribed in 

treatment plan

Covered as prescribed in 

treatment plan

Covered as prescribed in 

treatment plan
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

Physician services Covered
4 visits per month; including any 

specialist visits- $3 copay per visit
Covered

Unlimited Medical Home/PCP 

visits. Up to 4 specialist or non-

PCP visits per month - $3 copay 

per visit

Physician visits and physical exams related 

to family planning only - no copay 

Limited to 4 Primary Care Provider and 

Specialists visits per month with $10 copay 

per visit

No copay for preventive visits and well 

baby/well child. Other visits $10 copay

Covered - $20 copay PC provider, 

$30 copay specialist (no deductible)

Covered - $25 copay PC provider, 

$35 copay specialist

Covered - $10 copay PC provider, 

$20 specialist (no deductible)

Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 

prenatal, delivery and postpartum)
Covered Covered Covered Covered Pregnancy tests for women - no copay Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - $50 copay for inpatient admission Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay Covered - no copay or deductible

Prescription drugs Unlimited coverage

6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-

name. $0.65 copay per drug 

costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 

copay per drug costing $10.01 - 

$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 

costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 

copay per drug costing $50.01 or 

more; no copay for maintenance 

drugs

Unlimited coverage

6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-

name. $0.65 copay per drug 

costing $10.00 or less, $1.20 

copay per drug costing $10.01 - 

$25.00, $2.40 copay per drug 

costing $25.01 - $50.00, $3.50 

copay per drug costing $50.01 or 

more; no copay for maintenance 

drugs

Contraceptives only - no copay 
6 per month limit; up to 2 brand-name with 

copay. $5 for generic - $10 for brand name 

6 per month limit; generic preferred. $5 for 

generic - $10 for brand name 

Retail and internet pharmacy - 

limited to 90-day supply, 20% 

coinsurance generic, 30-45% for 

brand name.  Mail Service - $15 

copay generic, $70-95 for brand 

name

Retail and internet pharmacy - 

limited to 34-day supply initially 

(then 90-day), $10 copay generic, 

$40 to 50% brand name. Mail-

order - no benefit. 

Retail pharmacy - limited to 30-day 

supply, $5 copay for generics, 50% 

or $200  max for brand name. Mail-

order - 90-day supply, no initial 

copay (then $15 copay), 50% or 

$500  max for brand name

Prosthetic devices
Covered when prior authorized; 

Orthotics are Covered

Limited coverage with prior 

authorization; Orthotics are Not 

Covered

Covered when prior authorized; 

Orthotics are Covered

Limited coverage with prior 

authorization; Orthotics are Not 

Covered

No coverage Limited coverage with prior authorization Limited coverage with prior authorization Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - 30% coinsurance
Covered - 15% coinsurnace, not 

foot orthotics

Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center Covered when prior authorized No coverage Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage
Inpatient acute care only (DRG) - $50 copay 

per admission

Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 

authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance

Residential Substance Abuse Treatment No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage
Covered up to 30 days per year with prior 

authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered 15% coinsurance

SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 

covered medical services
Covered Covered Covered Covered Covered No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

Stop Smoking (cessation) products 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization 90 days without an authorization No coverage
90 days without an authorization - Copay 

same as prescription drugs

90 days without an authorization - Copay same 

as prescription drugs
Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, nopay, if prescribed. Covered, no copay if prescribed.

Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 

detoxification only)
Covered when prior authorized Covered Covered when prior authorized. Covered No coverage Inpatient - $50  Covered with prior authorization - $50 copay

No mention. RSAT Centers 

ineligible.

No mention. RSAT Centers 

ineligible.

Covered - $10 copay per visit, no 

deductible 

Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational

Covered when prior authorized 

except initial treatment which 

does not require PA

15 visits per year - hospital 

outpatient

Covered when prior authorized 

except initial treatment which 

does not require PA

15 visits per year - hospital 

outpatient
No coverage

15 visits per year - hospital outpatient - $10 

copay per visit

 Covered with prior authorization - $10 copay 

per visit

Covered with prior authorization - 

$20 copay/visit, no deductibe, 

limited to 75 visits/year

Covered with prior authorization - 

$25 copay/visit, limited to 50 

visits/year

Covered with prior authorization - 

15% coinsurance, limited to 60 

vistis/yr for OT & PT, and 30/yr 

speech.

Transplant services Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized Covered when prior authorized No coverage No coverage No coverage Covered - 15% coinsurance Covered - $150 copay/surgeon
Covered - 15% coinsurance, no 

deductible

Vision equipment & therapy
Eyeglasses only unless medically 

necessary. No therapy.
No coverage

Eyeglasses only unless medically 

necessary. No therapy.
No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

1 pr contacts/glasses after 

accident/surgery only - 15% 

coninsurance

1 pr contacts/glasses after 

accident/surgery only - 30% 

coninsurance

1 pr contacts/glasses after 

accident/surgery only - 15% 

coninsurance; Outpatient vision 

Methodology and Footnotes
1. Largest three state employee plans were provided by Diana O’Neal, Director of Finance, OSEEGIB, 2/29/12.
2. Largest HMO identified by Oklahoma Association of Health Plans executive director Laura Brookins in 3/22/12 e-mail.
3. The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
4. The health plans have not verified the accuracy of this comparison. More detailed descriptions, and perhaps a uniform questionnaire, would be necessary to perfectly compare coverage differences and limitations.
5. Largest three federal plans were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12.
6. Largest three small-group plans in Oklahoma were enumerated by HHS Guidance dated 1/25/12 based on 6/30/11 enrollment, http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125.pdf

Plan information was provided to OHCA by the carrier, using the reference number of the plan provided in the HHS guidance.
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Type of Service /

Cost-Sharing Feature

Out-of-Pocket Limit

Copay/Deductible

Ambulance or emergency transportation

Behavioral health and substance abuse services

Care management services for complex and/or 

unusual needs 

Child Health Wellness Screens (including health & 

immunization history; physical exams, various health 

assessments and counseling; lab & screening tests 

and necessary follow-up care)

Dental services 

Diabetic supplies for self-management

Durable medical equipment

Emergency Department (ER services)

Family Planning services 

Hearing services

Home health care services

Inpatient hospital services 

Immunizations (as recommended by the Advisory 

Committee of Immunization Practices)

Laboratory and X-ray

Long-term care

Mammograms

State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO

HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care

$2,800 individual, $8,400-

$9,900/family depending on 

network status. Limit excludes 

copays, ER deductibles.

$2,500 individual, $5,000 family $3,000 individual, $5,000 family

$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 

network status of provider. Limit 

excludes copays, prescription 

drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 

outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.

$2,000-$5,000/family depending on 

network status of provider. Limit 

excludes copays, prescription 

drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 

outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.

$2,000-$8,000/family depending on 

network status of provider. Limit 

excludes copays, prescription 

drugs, deductibles on inpatient, 

outpatient, ER, MH/SA charges.

$1000 individual, $2000 family

$500/$1,500 family None None $1,000/$3,000 family $5,000/$15,000 family $1,000/$3,000 family

Most popular is       $750/$1500 

family &       $1000/$2000 family 

amounts;  $500/$1000 family 

available .

Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - no copay Covered - no copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - no deductible or copay Covered - $50 copay

Covered - 20% coinsurance. No 

limit on visits or treatment days

Covered - Inpatient, $1,000 

copay/admission; outpatient, $35 

copay.

Covered - Inpatient, $250/day 

copay up to $750 max; outpatient, 

$25 copay.

For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 

after deductible, 30-day limit 

inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 

groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 

$500 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible for inpat.

For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 

after deductible, 30-day limit 

inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 

groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 

$750 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible for inpat.

For groups <50, 50% coinsurance 

after deductible, 30-day limit 

inpatient, 20-visit limit outpt. For 

groups >50, 20-50% coinsurance, 

$750 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible for inpat.

Covered - Inpatient $250 copay; 

partial inpatient $125 copay; 

intensive outpatient $62.50 

copay; outpatient $45 copay.

Medical Case Management during 

business hours.

Medical Case management during 

business hours
Not covered Non mentioned Non mentioned Non mentioned 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline

Covered - no copay or deductible, 

limited to 8 in first year, 4/yr for 

age 1-2, 2/re for age 3-5, 1/yr 

thereafter.  

Covered - no copay Covered - no copay
Covered - $20 copay. Deductible 

and coinsurance waived. 

Covered - $35 copay. Deductible 

and coinsurance waived. 

Covered - $20 copay. Preventive 

services rated A/B covered 100%.
Covered - no copay

Covered for accidental damage to 

natural teeth only.

Covered for stabilization of natural 

teeth due to injury only.

Covered for stabilization of natural 

teeth due to accidental damage 

only.

Covered for accidental damage to 

natural teeth only.

Covered for accidental damage to 

natural teeth only.

Covered for accidental damage to 

natural teeth only.

Not for accidental injury to teeth 

within 72 hours of injury.

Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $35 copay Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance
Covered - 20% copay, exempt 

from out-of-pocket limits

Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - 20% coinsurance
Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 

Limited to $5,000 per year.

Covered -20-50% coinsurance. 

Limited to $5,000 per year.
Covered -20-40% coinsurance

Covered - 20% copay, annual 

max benefit of $3000.

Covered - 20% coinsurance, 

additional ER deductible of $100, 

waived if admitted

Covered - $200 copay, waived if 

admitted

Covered - $150 copay, waived if 

admitted

Covered - 20% coinsurance, 

additional per-occurrence 

deductible of $100, waived if 

admitted

Covered - 20% coinsurance, 

additional per-occurrence 

deductible of $100, waived if 

admitted

Covered - 20% coinsurance, 

additional per-occurrrence 

deductible of $100, waived if 

admitted

Covered - $150 copay

Covered - 20% coinsurance; 

diaphrams & other devices 

excluded.

Covered - $35 copay for PCP, $50 

specialist. $500 copay for surgery.

Covered - $50 copay for services in 

office setting
Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-50% coinsurance Covered -20-40% coinsurance

Unstated coverage. Surgically 

implanted devices and diaphrams 

excluded.

Covered - Standard copay, limited 

to one/year, excludes 

comprehensive exam. Hearing aids 

covered only for children <18. one 

set every 4 years.

Covered - No copay with PCP. 

Hearing aids covered only for 

children <18, one set every 3 

years, $5,000 max/yr.

Covered for children with no copay 

if by PCP. Hearing aids covered 

only for children <18, one set every 

4 years. 

Covered for children < 18 - 20-

50% coinsurance, one set hearing 

aids every 4 years. Adults - 

Covered only in connection with 

treatment of disease or injury

Covered for children < 19 - 20-

50% coinsurance, one set hearing 

aids every 4 years. Adults - 

Covered only in connection with 

treatment of disease or injury

Covered for children < 19 - 20-50% 

coinsurance, one set hearing aids 

every 4 years. Adults - Covered 

only in connection with treatment 

of disease or injury

Covered - screening through PCP 

only. Hearing aids covered only 

for children <18. 

Covered - 20% coinsurance. 

Limited to 100 visits.
Covered - $50 copay. Covered - $25 copay.

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 

Limted to 30 visits

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance. 

Limted to 30 visits

Covered - 20-40% coinsurance. 

Limted to 30 visits
Covered - 20% copay.

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

additional $300/admission 

deductible

Covered - $1,000 copay per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 

to $750 max.

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

$500 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

$750 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible

Covered - 20-40% coinsurance
Covered - $250 copay per day up 

to $1000 max.

Covered - no copay or deductible. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay. Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay.

Covered - 20% coinsurance.

Covered - No copay for standard 

lab, radiology; $200 copay for 

specialized scans.

Covered - No copay for lab or 

radiology; $250 copay for 

specialized scans.

pending               Covered if in 

hospital/ambulatory surgical center 

- 20-50% coinsurance

pending               Covered if in 

hospital/ambulatory surgical center 

- 20-50% coinsurance

pending               Covered if in 

hospital/ambulatory surgical center - 

20-40% coinsurance

Covered - No copay for lab or 

outpatient radiology; $150 copay 

for specialized scans.

No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

Covered - < 40,  1/year, $30 copay 
PCP and $50 copay specialist; >40, 

no cost if network.

Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  

per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 

per year for 40+.

Covered for ages 35+; limited to 1  

per 5 years from age 35-40, and 1 

per year for 40+.

Covered - no copay or deductible; Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay or deductible Covered - no copay

Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma
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Type of Service /

Cost-Sharing Feature

Nurse midwife and birthing center services

Orthodontic services

Outpatient hospital and surgery services

Over-the-counter contraceptives

Optometric Services

Patient Advice Line 

Personal care

Physician services

Pregnancy and Maternity services (including 

prenatal, delivery and postpartum)

Prescription drugs 

Prosthetic devices

Psychiatric Residential Treatment Center 

Residential Substance Abuse Treatment 

SoonerRide - Transportation to non-emergency 

covered medical services

Stop Smoking (cessation) products

Substance Abuse Treatment (medical 

detoxification only)

Therapy services - Physical, Speech, Occupational

Transplant services

Vision equipment & therapy

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

State Employee Plan State Employee Plan State Employee Plan Small Group Insurance Products Largest HMO

HealthChoice High United Healthcare HMO GlobalHealth HMO Blue Options PPO  (YB05) Blue Options PPO (YB11) Blue Choice PPO (X485) Community Care

Health Plans Eligible for Designation as Benchmark Benefits Package in Oklahoma

Covered No coverage for births at home No coverage
Birthing center if licensed as 

hospital. Midwife not covered.

Birthing center if licensed as 

hospital. Midwife not covered.

Birthing center if licensed as 

hospital. Midwife not covered.

No coverage for births at home or 

non-network provider. 

No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

Covered - 20% coinsurance Covered - $500 copay per surgery Covered - $250 copay.

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

$200 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible for surgery

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

$200 add'l per-occurrence 

deductible for surgery

Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered  - $200 copay.

No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage

Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery. Covered if after lens surgery.

No coverage No coverage Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 Covered - 24/7 24-Hour toll-free Nurseline

No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage No coverage Not covered

Covered - $30 copay PCP, $50 

specialist; 20-50% coinsurance

Covered - $35 copay PCP, $50 

specialist

Covered - $25 copay PCP, $50 

specialist

Covered - $20 copay, 20-50% 

coinsurance, waived for first 6 

visits

Covered - $35 copay, 20-50% 

coinsurance, waived for first 6 visits

Covered - $20 copay, 20-40% 

coinsurance

Covered - $35 copay PCP, $45 

specialist

Covered - 20% coinsurance.

Covered - $35 copay first visit only 

to PCP, $50 specialist; $1,000 

copay for hospital admit.

Covered - $25 copay first visit only; 

$250/day copay for hospital admit, 

$750 max.

Covered - $20 copay 1st visit only; 

20-50% coinsurance.

Covered - $35 copay 1st visit only; 

20-50% coinsurance.

Covered -$20 copay 1st visit only; 

20-40% coinsurance.

Covered - $35 copay first visit 

only; $250/day copay for hospital 

admit, $1000 max.

Limited to 30-day supply, up to $10 

copay generic, $15-30 preferred 

brand, $60-120 non-preferred 

brand.

Limited to 30-day/100-unit supply; 

$5 copay generic, $30 preferred 

brand, $60 non-preferred brand.

Limited to 30-day supply; $10 

copay generic, $50 preferred 

brand, $75 non-preferred brand.

50% coinsurance in-network, not 

subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 

max. $10,000 stop-loss.

50% coinsurance in-network, not 

subject to deductible/out-of-pocket 

max. $10,000 stop-loss.

$12/30% copay for generic, $25 for 

preferred brand; $25/30% for non-

preferred brand. Dispensing limits, 

prior authorization, step therapy, 

specialty program apply.

Covered as a rider only.

Covered - 20% coinsurance No coverage Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered - 20% copay.

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

additional $300/admission 

deductible for non-network. 

Limited to 30 days.

Covered - Copay?
Covered - only thru MHNet 

authorization
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

additional $300/admission 

deductible for non-network.

Covered - COPAY?
Covered if contractually affiliated 

with a hospital
No coverage No coverage Covered - 20-40% coinsurance No coverage

Not covered Not covered No coverage No coverage No coverage
No coverage except for 

authorized transplants.

Covered - $5 copay Covered - $10-50 copay Not mentioned Not mentioned No coverage Not covered

Covered Covered Covered Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance Covered -  $250 copay

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance, 

limited to 60 visits.

Covered - no copay if inpatient, 

$35 copay if PCP, $50 if specialist; 

limited to 60 days per episode.

Covered - no copay if inpatient, $50 

copay if outpatient; limited to 60 

days per event.

Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 

coinsurance, 25-visit limit.

Covered OT & PT only - 20-50% 

coinsurance, 25-visit limit.

Covered OT & PT only - 20-40% 

coinsurance, 25-visit limit.

Covered - $35 copay , limited to 

60 days per disability per year.

Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - $1,000 per admit
Covered - $250 copay per day up 

to $750 max.
Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-50% coinsurance Covered - 20-40% coinsurance

Covered - $250 copay per day up 

to $1000 max.

Only coverage is eyeglasses only 

after cataract surgery - 20-50% 

coinsurance

Only coverage is eyeglasses only 

after cataract surgery.

Only coverage is eyeglasses only 

after cataract surgery - 20-50% 

coinsurance

Only coverage is eyeglasses only 

after cataract surgery - 20-50% 

coinsurance

Only coverage is eyeglasses only 

after cataract surgery - 20-40% 

coinsurance

Only coverage is corrective lenses 

after cataract surgery (1 per 

lifetime).

The analysis relies on summary plan description publicly available on the internet or provided to OHCA by the carriers.  Some descriptions provided detailed descriptions of benefit coverage and exclusions while others provided only general information.
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From: Alex Gerszewski
To: undisclosed-recipients
Subject: Daily News Clips 7/12/12
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 7:50:32 AM

Usernames and Passwords
Journal record
User: press@gov.ok.gov 
Pass: capitol@2011

Tulsa world
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: pressclips

Wall Street Journal
User: cindy.harper@gov.ok.gov
Pass: 1infoseeker

 
 
GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
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GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN NEWS
 
Associated Press – Former prosecutor to head Oklahoma DHS Commission
http://enidnews.com/featuredstory/x1447680823/Former-prosecutor-to-head-Oklahoma-
DHS-Commission
 
Edmond Sun – Fallin names Lane as new DHS commission chairman
http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1447680792/Fallin-names-Lane-as-new-DHS-
commission-chairman
 
Enid News & Eagle – Simpson named judge
http://enidnews.com/localnews/x333934631/Simpson-named-judge
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Let’s tap Oklahoma Rainy Day Fund to build new medical
examiner’s office
http://newsok.com/lets-tap-oklahoma-rainy-day-fund-to-build-new-medical-examiners-
office/article/3691572
 
The Oklahoman – Wes Lane, former Oklahoma County prosecutor, is new DHS chairman
http://newsok.com/wes-lane-former-oklahoma-county-prosecutor-is-new-dhs-
chairman/article/3691625
 
Daily Ardmoreite – Gov. Fallin to attend National Governors Association meeting in Virginia
http://www.ardmoreite.com/news/x1903090955/Gov-Fallin-to-attend-National-Governors-
Association-Meeting-in-Virginia
 
Tulsa World – GRDA moves into east Tulsa building despite controversy
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_VINITA110703
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Other Oklahoma News
 
The Oklahoman – Judge orders Chesapeake to pay $100 million to complete Texas lease sale
http://newsok.com/judge-orders-chesapeake-to-pay-100-million-to-complete-texas-lease-
sale/article/3691652
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. finishes third in customer satisfaction
survey
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gas-and-electric-co.-finishes-third-in-customer-satisfaction-
survey/article/3691622
 
The Oklahoman – Edmond’s July sales tax check tops $5 million, sets single – month record
http://newsok.com/edmonds-july-sales-tax-check-tops-5-million-sets-single-month-
record/article/3691592
 
The Oklahoman – Democratic leaders seek update from absent lawmaker
http://newsok.com/feed/democratic-leaders-seek-update-from-absent-
lawmaker/article/3691778?custom_click=pod_headline_news
 
The Oklahoman – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://newsok.com/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses/article/3691765?custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Department of Energy study looks at question: Can gas drilling fluids
migrate and pose a threat to drinking water?
http://newsok.com/department-of-energy-study-looks-at-question-can-gas-drilling-fluids-
migrate-and-pose-a-threat-to-drinking-water/article/3691653?
custom_click=pod_headline_business
 
The Oklahoman – Editorial: Oklahoma AG’s decision not to take mortgage settlement is
paying off
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-ags-decision-not-to-take-mortgage-settlement-is-paying-
off/article/3691288?custom_click=pod_headline_opinion-oklahoman-editorials
 
The Oklahoman – U.S. farm bill overcomes challenges in committee
http://newsok.com/u.s.-farm-bill-overcomes-challenges-in-committee/article/3691634
 
The Oklahoman – Oklahoma gets 20 doses of scarce execution drug
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-gets-20-doses-of-scarce-execution-drug/article/3691617
 
The Oklahoman – GOP 2nd District candidates to debate in Claremore
http://newsok.com/gop-2nd-district-candidates-to-debate-in-claremore/article/3691561
 
Tulsa World – House votes to repeal Affordable Care Act
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_16_A1_TheUSH283880
 
Tulsa World – American Airlines’ new offer weighed by TWU members
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
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subjectid=585&articleid=20120712_45_A1_Onceag937247
 
Tulsa World – Boeing cuts down 787 post – assembly work
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=45&articleid=20120712_45_E1_CUTLIN677463
 
Tulsa World – U.S. trade deficit falls to $48.7 billion in May
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=461&articleid=20120712_461_E2_ULNStc447792
 
Tulsa World – Some corn farmers cut their losses as drought worsens
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/article.aspx?
subjectid=47&articleid=20120712_47_E3_CUTLIN937472
 
Tulsa World – Zoning board directs Planning Department to hold meeting on Pearl District
property code
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=11&articleid=20120712_16_A8_TheTul980806
 
Tulsa World – State secures more doses of key execution drug
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=336&articleid=20120712_16_A8_OLHMIY495002
 
Tulsa World – Washington briefs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=13&articleid=20120712_13_A7_hBothp582195
 
Tulsa World – Romney faces NAACP, booed for hitting ‘Obamacare’
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?
subjectid=711&articleid=20120712_13_A7_CUTLIN20069
 
The Journal Record – Chesapeake Energy ordered to pay $100 million in land lease lawsuit
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/chesapeake-energy-ordered-to-pay-100-million-in-land-
lease-lawsuit-energy/
 
The Journal Record – Unit to buy Noble assets
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/unit-to-buy-noble-assets-energy/
 
The Journal Record – CNBC ranks Okla. 23rd for business
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/cnbc-ranks-okla-23rd-for-business-general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Oklahoma, Arkansas fear repeat of 2011 drought
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/oklahoma-arkansas-fear-repeat-of-2011-drought-
general-news/
 
The Journal Record – Government auditors doubt legality of Medicare bonuses
http://journalrecord.com/2012/07/11/government-auditors-doubt-legality-of-medicare-
bonuses-health-care/
 
The Journal Record – Both parties block quick votes on Obama tax plan
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October 1, 2012 
 
Via Electronic Submission  
 
The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  
Office of the Secretary  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  
201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20201 
 
RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 
  
Dear Secretary Sebelius,  
 
On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an 
Essential Health Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health 
benefits standards for individual and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of 
this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document was released on February 17, 2012 to 
address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, lacking in sufficient 
detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 
being required to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   
 
Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined 
that we remain deliberate and only act with complete knowledge of the implications of these 
decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to us by HHS, substantive 
information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with this 
task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional 
guidance or formal rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be 
allowed a reasonable period of time after formal rules are issued to declare their intent with 
regard to essential health benefits.  
  
I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the 
healthcare needs of our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, 
the absence of required documentation from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from 
undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health benefit benchmark plan at this 
time.   

 
Sincerely, 
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Mary Fallin 
Governor of Oklahoma 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 1:10:46 PM
Attachments: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Importance: High

As requested -  letter on EHB to Sec. Sebelius.  Let me know if we need to work on this further.
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October 1, 2012



Via Electronic Submission 



The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

201 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20201



RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma

 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 



On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are being required to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.  



Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits. 

 

I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health benefit benchmark plan at this time.  



Sincerely,









Mary Fallin

Governor of Oklahoma



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 1:10:46 PM
Attachments: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Importance: High

As requested -  letter on EHB to Sec. Sebelius.  Let me know if we need to work on this further.
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October 1, 2012



Via Electronic Submission 



The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

201 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20201



RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma

 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 



On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are being required to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.  



Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits. 

 

I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health benefit benchmark plan at this time.  



Sincerely,









Mary Fallin

Governor of Oklahoma



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 1:10:46 PM
Attachments: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Importance: High

As requested -  letter on EHB to Sec. Sebelius.  Let me know if we need to work on this further.
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October 1, 2012



Via Electronic Submission 



The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

201 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20201



RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma

 

Dear Secretary Sebelius, 



On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are being required to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.  



Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits. 

 

I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health benefit benchmark plan at this time.  



Sincerely,









Mary Fallin

Governor of Oklahoma



From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 1:10:46 PM
Attachments: DRAFT OK Letter to Sebelius final2.docx
Importance: High

As requested -  letter on EHB to Sec. Sebelius.  Let me know if we need to work on this further.
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On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are being required to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.  
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October 1, 2012 

 

Via Electronic Submission  

 

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  

Office of the Secretary  

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  

201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  

Washington, DC 20201 

 

RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 

  

Dear Secretary Sebelius,  

 

On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 

Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 

and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 

was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 

lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 

being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   

 

Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 

complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 

us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 

this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 

rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 

formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  

  

I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 

our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 

from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 

benefit benchmark plan at this time.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mary Fallin 

Governor of Oklahoma 
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ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS BULLETIN 

Purpose  

The purpose of this bulletin is to provide information and solicit comments on the 
regulatory approach that the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) plans to 
propose to define essential health benefits (EHB) under section 1302 of the Affordable 
Care Act.  This bulletin begins with an overview of the relevant statutory provisions and 
other background information, reviews research on health care services covered by 
employers today, and then describes the approach HHS plans to propose.  This bulletin 
only relates to covered services.  Plan cost sharing and the calculation of actuarial value 
are not addressed in this bulletin.  We plan to release guidance on calculating actuarial 
value and the provision of minimum value by employer-sponsored coverage in the near 
future.  In addition, we plan to issue future guidance on essential health benefit 
implementation in the Medicaid program. 

The intended regulatory approach utilizes a reference plan based on employer-sponsored 
coverage in the marketplace today, supplemented as necessary to ensure that plans cover 
each of the 10 statutory categories of EHB.  In developing this intended approach, HHS 
sought to balance comprehensiveness, affordability, and State flexibility and to reflect 
public input received to date. 

Public input is welcome on this intended approach.  Please send comments on the bulletin 
by January 31, 2012 to:  EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov. 

Defining Essential Health Benefits 

A. Introduction and Background 

Statutory Provisions 

Section 1302(b) of the Affordable Care Act directs the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (the Secretary) to define essential health benefits (EHB).  Non-grandfathered 
plans in the individual and small group markets both inside and outside of the Exchanges, 
Medicaid benchmark and benchmark-equivalent, and Basic Health Programs must cover 
the EHB beginning in 2014.1  Section 1302(b)(1) provides that EHB include items and 
services within the following 10 benefit categories: (1) ambulatory patient services, (2) 
emergency services (3) hospitalization, (4) maternity and newborn care, (5) mental health 
and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment, (6) 
prescription drugs, (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices, (8) laboratory 
services, (9) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management, and (10) 
pediatric services, including oral and vision care. 

                                                 
1 Self-insured group health plans, health insurance coverage offered in the large group market, and 
grandfathered health plans are not required to cover the essential health benefits.   
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Section 1302(b)(2) of the Affordable Care Act instructs the Secretary that the scope of 
EHB shall equal the scope of benefits provided under a typical employer plan.  In 
defining EHB, section 1302(b)(4) directs the Secretary to establish an appropriate balance 
among the benefit categories.  Further, under this provision, the Secretary must not make 
coverage decisions, determine reimbursement rates, or establish incentive programs.  
Benefits must not be designed in ways that discriminate based on age, disability, or 
expected length of life, but must consider the health care needs of diverse segments of the 
population. The Secretary must submit a report to the appropriate committees of 
Congress along with a certification from the Chief Actuary of the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services that the scope of the EHB is equal to the scope of benefits provided 
under a typical employer plan, as determined by the Secretary.   

In addition, section 1311(d)(3) of the Affordable Care Act requires States to defray the 
cost of any benefits required by State law to be covered by qualified health plans beyond 
the EHB.   

The statute distinguishes between a plan’s covered services and the plan’s cost-sharing 
features, such as deductibles, copayments, and coinsurance.  The cost-sharing features 
will determine the level of actuarial value of the plan, expressed as a “metal level” as 
specified in statute: bronze at 60 percent actuarial value, silver at 70 percent actuarial 
value, gold at 80 percent actuarial value, and platinum at 90 percent actuarial value.2 

Public and Other Input 

To inform the Department’s understanding of the benefits provided by employer plans, 
HHS has considered a report on employer plans submitted by the Department of Labor 
(DOL), recommendations on the process for defining and updating EHB from the 
Institute of Medicine (IOM), and input from the public and other interested stakeholders 
during a series of public listening sessions detailed below. 

Section 1302(b)(2)(A) requires the Secretary of Labor to inform the determination of 
EHB with a survey of employer-sponsored plans.  On April 15, 2011, the DOL issued its 
report, in satisfaction of section 1302(b)(2)(A) of the Affordable Care Act, providing 
results on the scope of benefits offered under employer-sponsored insurance to HHS.3  
The DOL survey provided a broad overview of benefits available to employees enrolled 
in employer sponsored plans.  The report drew on data from the 2008 and 2009 National 
Compensation Survey (which includes large and small employers), as well as DOL’s 
supplemental review of health plan Summary Plan Documents, and provided information 
on the extent to which employees have coverage for approximately 25 services within the 
10 categories of EHB outlined in the Affordable Care Act (e.g., a certain percentage of 
plan participants have coverage for a certain benefit). 

In order to receive independent guidance, HHS also commissioned the IOM to 
recommend a process that would help HHS define the benefits that should be included in 
the EHB and update the benefits to take into account advances in science, gaps in access, 

                                                 
2 As noted, these will be the subject of forthcoming guidance. 
3 Available at http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/sp/selmedbensreport.pdf 
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and the effect of any benefit changes on cost.  The IOM submitted its consensus 
recommendations in a report entitled “Essential Health Benefits: Balancing Coverage and 
Cost” on October 7, 2011.4  In order to balance the cost and comprehensiveness of EHB, 
the IOM recommended that EHB reflect plans in the small employer market and that the 
establishment of an EHB package should be guided by a national premium target.  The 
IOM also recommended the development of a framework for updating EHB that would 
take into account new evidence about effective interventions and changes in provider and 
consumer preferences while ensuring that the cost of the revised package of benefits 
remains within predetermined limits as the benefit standards become more specific.  The 
IOM recommended flexibility across States and suggested that States operating their own 
Exchanges be allowed to substitute a plan that is actuarially equivalent to the national 
EHB package.  The IOM also recommended continued public input throughout the 
process. 

Following the release of the IOM’s recommendations, HHS held a series of sessions with 
stakeholders, including consumers, providers, employers, plans, and State 
representatives, in both Washington, D.C. and around the nation to gather public input.  
Several key themes emerged.  Consumer groups and some provider groups expressed 
concern at the IOM’s emphasis on cost over the comprehensiveness of benefits.  Some 
consumer groups expressed a belief that small group plans may not represent the typical 
employer plan envisioned by the statute, while employers and health insurance issuers 
generally supported the IOM conclusion that EHB should be based on small employer 
plans.  Consumer and provider groups commented that specific benefits should be spelled 
out by the Secretary, while health insurance issuers and employers commented that they 
prefer more general guidance, allowing for greater flexibility.  Both provider and 
consumer groups expressed concern about discrimination against individuals with 
particular conditions.  Employers and health insurance issuers stressed concern about 
resources and urged the Secretary to adopt a more moderate benefit package.  Consumers 
generally favored a uniform benefits package, and many consumers requested that State 
mandates be included in the benefits package.  Some requested a uniform benefit package 
so that consumer choice of plan could focus on other plan features such as premium, 
provider network, and quality improvement.  Some employer, health insurance issuer, 
and State representatives focused on the need for flexibility across the country to reflect 
local preferences and practices.  States, health insurance issuers, and employers 
emphasized the need for timely guidance in preparing for implementation around EHB. 

B. Summary of Research on Employer Sponsored Plan Benefits and State Benefit 
Mandates  

While the Affordable Care Act directs the Secretary to define the scope of EHB as being 
equal to a typical employer plan, the statute does not provide a definition of “typical.”  
Therefore, HHS gathered benefit information on large employer plans (which account for 

                                                 
4 Available at http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-
Cost.aspx 
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the majority of employer plan enrollees), small employer products (which account for the 
majority of employer plans), and plans offered to public employees.5  

There is not yet a national standard for plan reporting of benefits.6  While the DOL 
collects information on benefits offered by employer plans, no single data set includes 
comprehensive data on coverage of each of the 10 statutory essential health benefit 
categories.  Consequently, to supplement information available from the DOL, Mercer,7 
and Kaiser Family Foundation/Health Research & Educational Trust (KFF/HRET)8 
surveys of employer plans, HHS gathered information on employer plan benefits from 
the IOM’s survey of three small group issuers and supplemented this information with an 
internal analysis of publicly available information on State employee plans and Federal 
employee plans,9 and information on benefits submitted to HealthCare.gov by small 
group health insurance issuers.  To inform our understanding of the category of pediatric 
oral and vision care, HHS staff also analyzed dental and vision plans in the Federal 
Employees Dental/Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP).10  The FEDVIP program is a 
standalone vision and dental program where eligible Federal enrollees pay the full cost of 
their coverage.   

Similarities and Differences in Benefit Coverage Across Markets  

Generally, according to this analysis, products in the small group market, State employee 
plans, and the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Blue Cross Blue 
Shield (BCBS) Standard Option and Government Employees Health Association 
(GEHA) plans do not differ significantly in the range of services they cover.  They differ 
mainly in cost-sharing provisions, but cost-sharing is not taken into account in 
determining EHB.  Similarly, these plans and products and the small group issuers 
surveyed by the IOM appear to generally cover health care services in virtually all of the 
10 statutory categories.   

For example, across the markets and plans examined, it appears that the following 
benefits are consistently covered: physician and specialist office visits, inpatient and 

                                                 
5 Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
issuer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific 
benefits and cost-sharing provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with 
different cost-sharing structures and rider options may derive from a single product. 
6 Section 2715 of the Public Health Service Act (PHS Act) requires group health plans and health insurance 
issuers in the group and individual markets to provide a Summary of Benefits and Coverage in a uniform 
format to consumers.   HHS, DOL, and the Department of the Treasury issued proposed rules for PHS Act 
section 2715 at 76 FR 52442 (August 22, 2011).  Further information is available at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-22/pdf/2011-21193.pdf and http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-
aca7.html. 
7 Available at http://www.mercer.com/survey-reports/2009-US-national-health-plan-survey 
8 Available at http://ehbs.kff.org  
9 HHS staff analyzed the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Blue Cross Blue Shield 
(BCBS) Standard Option and Government Employees Health Association Benefit plan booklets. 
10 Further information is available at https://www.benefeds.com/Portal/jsp/LoginPage.jsp  
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outpatient surgery, hospitalization, organ transplants, emergency services, maternity care, 
inpatient and outpatient mental health and substance use disorder services, generic and 
brand prescription drugs, physical, occupational and speech therapy, durable medical 
equipment, prosthetics and orthotics, laboratory and imaging services, preventive care 
and nutritional counseling services for patients with diabetes, and well child and pediatric 
services such as immunizations.  As noted in a previous HHS analysis, variation appears 
to be much greater for cost-sharing than for covered services.11 

While the plans and products in all the markets studied appear to cover a similar general 
scope of services, there was some variation in coverage of a few specific services among 
markets and among plans and products within markets, although there is no systematic 
difference noted in the breadth of services among these markets.  For example, the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan covers preventive and basic dental care, 
acupuncture, bariatric surgery, hearing aids, and smoking cessation programs and 
medications.  These benefits are not all consistently covered by small employer health 
plans.  Coverage of these benefits in State employee plans varies between States. 
However, in some cases, small group products cover some benefits that are not included 
in the FEHBP plans examined and may not be included in State employee plans, 
especially in States for which benefits such as in-vitro fertilization or applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) for children with autism are mandated by State law.12  Finally, there is a 
subset of benefits including mental health and substance use disorder services, pediatric 
oral and vision services, and habilitative services – where there is variation in coverage 
among plans, products, and markets.  These service categories are examined in more 
detail below.  

Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services 

In general, the plans and products studied appear to cover inpatient and outpatient mental 
health and substance use disorder services; however, coverage in the small group market 
often has limits.  As discussed later in this document, coverage will have to be consistent 
with the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act (MHPAEA).13   

The extent to which plans and products cover behavioral health treatment, a component 
of the mental health and substance use disorder EHB category, is unclear.  In general, 
plans do not mention behavioral health treatment as a category of services in summary 

                                                 
11 ASPE Research Brief, “Actuarial Value and Employer Sponsored Insurance,” November 2011.  
Available at: http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/AV-ESI/rb.pdf. 
12 In addition to mandated benefits, it appears that the small group issuers the IOM surveyed also generally 
cover residential treatment centers, which the FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan excludes. However, as 
this analysis compares three small group issuers to one FEHBP plan, it is unclear if this finding can be 
generalized to other plans.   
13 See Affordable Care Act § 1311(j); see also PHS Act § 2726, ERISA § 712, Internal Revenue Code § 
9812.  See also interim final regulations at 75 FR 5410 (February 2, 2010) and guidance published on June 
30, 2010 (http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-mhpaea.html), December 22, 2010 
(http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-aca5.html), and November 17, 2011 (http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-
aca7.html). 
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plan documents.  The exception is behavioral treatment for autism, which small group 
issuers in the IOM survey indicated is usually covered only when mandated by States.  

Pediatric Oral and Vision Care 

Coverage of dental and vision care services are provided through a mix of comprehensive 
health coverage plans and stand-alone coverage separate from the major medical 
coverage, which may be excepted benefits under PHS Act section 2722.14  The FEDVIP 
vision plan with the highest enrollment in 2010 covers routine eye examinations with 
refraction, corrective lenses and contact lenses, and the FEDVIP dental plan covers 
preventive and basic dental services such as cleanings and fillings, as well as advanced 
dental services such as root canals, crowns and medically necessary orthodontia.  In some 
cases, dental or vision services may be covered by a medical plan. For example, the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan covers basic and preventive dental services.  

Habilitative Services 

There is no generally accepted definition of habilitative services among health plans, and 
in general, health insurance plans do not identify habilitative services as a distinct group 
of services.  However, many States, consumer groups, and other organizations have 
suggested definitions of habilitative services which focus on: learning new skills or 
functions – as distinguished from rehabilitation which focuses on relearning existing 
skills or functions, or defining “habilitative services” as the term is used in the Medicaid 
program.15,16,17  An example of habilitative services is speech therapy for a child who is 
not talking at the expected age . 

Two of the three small group issuers surveyed by the IOM indicated that they do not 
cover habilitative services.  However, data submitted by small group issuers for display 
on HealthCare.gov indicates that about 70 percent of small group products offer at least 
limited coverage of habilitative services.18

  Physical therapy (PT), occupational therapy 
(OT), and speech therapy (ST) for habilitative purposes may be covered under the 
rehabilitation benefit of health insurance plans, which often includes visit limits.  All 
three issuers reporting to the IOM covered PT, OT, and ST, though one issuer did not 
cover these services for patients with an autism diagnosis.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard 
Option plan also covers PT, OT, and ST.  State employee plans examined appear to 
generally cover PT, OT, and ST.  

                                                 
14 When dental or vision coverage is provided in plan that is separate from or otherwise not an integral part 
of a major medical plan, that separate coverage is not subject to the insurance market reforms in title 
XXVII of the PHS Act.  See PHS Act §§ 2722(c)(1), 2791(c)(2). 
15 For State definitions, see Md. Code Ins. § 15-835(a)(3); D.C. Code § 31-3271(3); 215 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
5/356z.14(i). 
16 See 76 Fed. Reg. 52,442 and 76 Fed. Reg. 52,475.  
17 For Medicaid definition, see Social Security Act, § 1915(c)(5)(A). 
18 Data submitted in October 2011. 
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Comparison to Other Employer Plan Surveys 

These findings are generally consistent with other surveys of employer sponsored health 
coverage conducted by DOL, Mercer, and KFF/HRET.  The Department of Labor survey 
found that employees had widespread coverage for medical services such as inpatient 
hospital services, hospital room and board, emergency room visits, ambulance service, 
maternity, durable medical equipment, and physical therapy.  Similarly, Mercer found 
employers provided widespread coverage for medical services such as durable medical 
equipment, outpatient facility charges, and physical, occupational, and speech therapy.  
The KFF/HRET survey also found widespread coverage of prescription drugs among 
employees with employer-sponsored coverage. 

State Benefit Mandates 

State laws regarding required coverage of benefits vary widely in number, scope, and 
topic, so that generalizing about mandates and their impact on typical employer plans is 
difficult.  All States have adopted at least one health insurance mandate, and there are 
more than 1,600 specific service and provider coverage requirements across the 50 States 
and the District of Columbia.19  

Almost all State mandated services are typically included in benefit packages in States 
without the mandate – such as immunizations and emergency services. In order to better 
understand the variation in State mandates, their impact on the benefits covered by plans, 
and their cost, HHS analyzed 150 categories of benefit and provider mandates across all 
50 States and the District of Columbia.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard and Basic Options 
are not subject to any State mandates, but our analysis indicates that they cover nearly all 
of the benefit and provider mandate categories required under State mandates. The 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option is not subject to any State mandates, but our analysis 
indicates that it covers about 95 percent of the benefit and provider mandate categories 
required under State mandates. The primary exceptions are mandates requiring coverage 
of in-vitro fertilization and ABA therapy for autism, which are not covered by the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan but are required in 8 and 29 States, respectively.  

These two mandates commonly permit annual dollar limits, annual lifetime or frequency 
limits, and/or age limits.  Research by States with these two mandates indicates that the 
cost of covering in-vitro fertilization benefits raises average premiums by about one 
percent20,21 and the cost of covering ABA therapy for autism raises average premiums by 
approximately 0.3 percent.22  Approximately 10 percent of people covered by small 
                                                 
19 Of these 1,600 mandates, about 1,150 are benefit mandates and 450 are provider mandates.  
20 Maryland Health Care Commission. Study of Mandated Health Insurance Services: A Comparative 
Evaluation. January 1, 2008. Available at: http://mhcc.maryland.gov/health_insurance/mandated_1207.pdf 
21 University of Connecticut Center for Public Health and Health Policy. Connecticut Mandated Health 
Insurance Benefit Reviews. January, 2011. Available at: 
http://www.ct.gov/cid/lib/cid/2010_CT_Mandated_Health_Insurance_Benefits_Reviews_-
_General_Overview.pdf 
22 California Health Benefits Review Program. Analysis of Senate Bill TBD 1: Autism. March 20, 2011. 
Available at: http://www.chbrp.org/docs/index.php?action=read&bill_id=113&doc_type=3. 
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group policies live in a State requiring coverage of in-vitro fertilization, and 
approximately 50 percent live in a State requiring coverage of ABA.   

The small group issuers surveyed by the IOM indicated they cover ABA only when 
required by State benefit mandates.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard Option does not cover 
ABA.  The extent to which these services are covered by State employee plans is unclear, 
as there is variation between States in whether benefit mandates apply (either by statute 
or voluntarily) to State employee plans. 

C. Intended Regulatory Approach 

As noted in the introduction, the Affordable Care Act authorizes the Secretary to define 
EHB.  In response to the research and recommendations described above, as a general 
matter, our goal is to pursue an approach that will: 

• Encompass the 10 categories of services identified  in the statute;  
• Reflect typical employer health benefit plans; 
• Reflect balance among the categories; 
• Account for diverse health needs across many populations; 
• Ensure there are no incentives for coverage decisions, cost sharing or 

reimbursement rates to discriminate impermissibly against individuals because of 
their age, disability, or expected length of life; 

• Ensure compliance with the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 
2008 (MHPAEA); 

• Provide States a role in defining EHB; and 
• Balance comprehensiveness and affordability for those purchasing coverage. 

As recommended by the IOM, HHS aims to balance comprehensiveness, affordability, 
and State flexibility while taking into account public input throughout the process of 
establishing and implementing EHB.23  Our intended approach to EHB incorporates plans 
typically offered by small employers and benefits that are covered across the current 
employer marketplace.  

We intend to propose that EHB be defined by a benchmark plan selected by each State.  
The selected benchmark plan would serve as a reference plan, reflecting both the scope of 
services and any limits offered by a “typical employer plan” in that State as required by 
section 1302(b)(2)(A) of the Affordable Care Act.  This approach is based on the 
approach established by Congress for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), 
created in 1997, and for certain Medicaid populations.24,25  A major advantage of the 
benchmark approach is that it recognizes that issuers make a holistic decision in 
constructing a package of benefits and adopt packages they believe balance consumers’ 
needs for comprehensiveness and affordability.  As described below, health insurance 

                                                 
23 Available at http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-
Cost.aspx. 
24 Balanced Budget Act of 1997; Public Law 105-33  
25 Section 42 CFR 457.410 and 457.420 
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issuers could adopt the scope of services and limits of the State benchmark, or vary it 
within the parameters described below. 

Four Benchmark Plan Types 

Our analysis of offerings that exist today suggests that the following four benchmark plan 
types for 2014 and 2015  best reflect the statutory standards for EHB in the Affordable 
Care Act:  

(1) the largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group insurance 
products in the State’s small group market;26 

(2) any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment;  
(3) any of the largest three national FEHBP plan options by enrollment; or 
(4) the largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance Organization 

(HMO) operating in the State. 

HHS intends to assess the benchmark process for the year 2016 and beyond based on 
evaluation and feedback.   

To reflect the State flexibility recommended by the IOM, under our intended approach, 
States are permitted to select a single benchmark to serve as the standard for qualified 
health plans inside the Exchange operating in their State and plans offered in the 
individual and small group markets in their State.  To determine enrollment in plans for 
specifying the benchmark options, we intend to propose to use enrollment data from the 
first quarter two years prior to the coverage year and that States select a benchmark in the 
third quarter two years prior to the coverage year.  For example, enrollment data from 
HealthCare.gov for the first quarter of calendar year 2012 could be used to determine 
which plans would be potential benchmarks for State selection and the benchmark plan 
specified during the third quarter of 2012 for coverage year 2014.  If a State does not 
exercise the option to select a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the 
default benchmark plan for that State would be the largest plan by enrollment in the 
largest product in the State’s small group market.  

Defraying the Cost of Additional Benefits 

Section 1311(d)(3)(B) of the Affordable Care Act requires States to defray the costs of 
State-mandated benefits in excess of EHB for individuals enrolled in any qualified health 
plan either in the individual market or in the small group market.  Similar to other 
Exchange decisions, the State may select the benchmark plan.  The approach for 2014 
and 2015 would provide a transition period for States to coordinate their benefit mandates 
while minimizing the likelihood the State would be required to defray  the costs of these 
mandates in excess of EHB.  In the transitional years of 2014 and 2015, if a State chooses 
a benchmark subject to State mandates – such as a small group market plan – that 
benchmark would include those mandates in the State EHB package.  Alternatively, 
                                                 
26 Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
issuer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific 
benefits and cost-sharing provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with 
different cost-sharing structures and rider options may derive from a single product. 
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under our intended approach a State could also select a benchmark such as an FEHBP 
plan that may not include some or all of the State’s benefit mandates, and therefore under 
Section 1311(d)(3)(B), the State would be required to cover the cost of those mandates 
outside the State EHB package.  HHS intends to evaluate the benchmark approach for the 
calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach that may exclude some State benefit 
mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package.   

Benchmark Plan Approach and the 10 Benefit Categories 

One of the challenges with the described benchmark plan approach to defining EHB is 
meeting both the test of a “typical employer plan” and ensuring coverage of all 10 
categories of services set forth in section 1302(b)(1) of the Affordable Care Act.   Not 
every benchmark plan includes coverage of all 10 categories of benefits identified in the 
Affordable Care Act (e.g., some of the benchmark plans do not routinely cover 
habilitative services or pediatric oral or vision services). The Affordable Care Act 
requires all issuers subject to the EHB standard in section 1302(a) to cover each of the 10 
benefit categories.27  If a category is missing in the benchmark plan, it must nevertheless 
be covered by health plans required to offer EHB.  In selecting a benchmark plan, a State 
may need to supplement the benchmark plan to cover each of the 10 categories.  We are 
considering policy options for how a State supplements its benchmark benefits if the 
selected benchmark is missing a category of benefits. The most commonly non-covered 
categories of benefits among typical employer plans are habilitative services, pediatric 
oral services, and pediatric vision services.   

Below, we discuss several specific options for habilitative services, pediatric oral care 
and pediatric vision care. Generally, we intend to propose that if a benchmark is missing 
other categories of benefits, the State must supplement the missing categories using the 
benefits from any other benchmark option. In a State with a default benchmark with 
missing categories, the benchmark plan would be supplemented using the largest plan in 
the benchmark type (e.g. small group plans or State employee plans or FEHBP) by 
enrollment offering the benefit. If none of the benchmark options in that benchmark type 
offer the benefit, the benefit will be supplemented using the FEHBP plan with the largest 
enrollment.  For example, in a State where the default benchmark is in place but that 
default plan did not offer prescription drug benefits, the benchmark would be 
supplemented using the prescription drug benefits offered in the largest small group 
benchmark plan option with coverage for prescription drugs.  If none of the three small 
group market benchmark options offer prescription drug benefits, that category would be 
based on the largest plan offering prescription drug benefits in FEHBP.  We are 
continuing to consider options for supplementing missing categories such as habilitative 
care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care if States do not select one of the options 
discussed below. 

                                                 
27 A qualified health plan may choose to not offer coverage for pediatric oral services provided that a 
standalone dental benefit plan which covers pediatric oral services as defined by EHB is offered through 
the same Exchange. 
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Habilitation 

Because habilitative services are a less well defined area of care, there is uncertainty on 
what is included in it.  The NAIC has proposed a definition of habilitation in materials 
transmitted to the Department as required under Section 2715 of the PHSA, and Medicaid 
has also adopted a definition of habilitative services.28,29  These definitions include the 
concept of “keeping” or “maintaining” function, but this concept is virtually unknown in 
commercial insurance, which focuses on creating skills and functions (in habilitation) or 
restoring skills and function (for rehabilitation).  Private insurance and Medicare may use 
different definitions when relating to coverage of these services.30  We seek comment on 
the advantages and disadvantages of including maintenance of function as part of the 
definition of habilitative services. We are considering two options if a benchmark plan 
does not include coverage for habilitative services: 

1) Habilitative services would be offered at parity with rehabilitative services -- a 
plan covering services such as PT, OT, and ST for rehabilitation must also cover 
those services in similar scope, amount, and duration for habilitation; or  

2) As a transitional approach, plans would decide which habilitative services to 
cover, and would report on that coverage to HHS.  HHS would evaluate those 
decisions, and further define habilitative services in the future.   

Pediatric Oral and Vision 

For pediatric oral services, we are considering two options for supplementing 
benchmarks that do not include these categories.  The State may select supplemental 
benefits from either:  

1) The Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) dental 
plan with the largest national enrollment; or 

2) The State’s separate CHIP program.31 

We intend to propose the EHB definition would not include non-medically necessary 
orthodontic benefits.   

For pediatric vision services we intend to propose the plan must supplement with the 
benefits covered by the FEDVIP vision plan with the largest enrollment. The rationale for 
a different treatment of this category is that CHIP does not require vision services.  As 
with habilitative services, we also seek comment on an approach that lets plans define the 
pediatric oral and vision services with required reporting as a transition policy. 

                                                 
28 See 76Fed. Reg. 52,442 and 76 Fed. Reg. 52,475. 
29 For Medicaid definition, see Social Security Act, Section 1915(c)(5)(A). 
30 See section 220.2(c) and (d) in the Medicare Benefits Policy Manual available here: 
http://www.cms.gov/manuals/Downloads/bp102c15.pdf 
31 If a State does not have a separate CHIP program, it may establish a benchmark that is consistent with 
the applicable CHIP standards.  
http://www.cms.gov/SMDL/downloads/CHIPRA%20Dental%20SHO%20Final%20100709revised.pdf     
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Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services and Parity 

The MHPAEA expanded on previous Federal parity legislation addressing the potential 
for discrimination in mental health and substance use disorder benefits to occur by 
generally requiring that the financial requirements or treatment limitations for mental 
health and substance use disorder benefits be no more restrictive than those for medical 
and surgical benefits.  However, although parity was applied for covered mental health 
and substance use disorder benefits, there was no requirement to offer such a benefit in 
the first instance.  Also, prior to the Affordable Care Act, MHPAEA parity requirements 
did not apply to the individual market or group health coverage sponsored by employers 
with 50 or fewer employees.  

The Affordable Care Act identifies coverage of mental health and substance use disorder 
benefits as one of the 10 categories and therefore as an EHB in both the individual and 
small group markets.  The Affordable Care Act also specifically extends MHPAEA to the 
individual market.  Because the Affordable Care Act requires any issuer that must meet 
the coverage standard set in section 1302(a) to cover each of the 10 categories, all such 
plans must include coverage for mental health and substance use disorder services, 
including behavioral health treatment.  Consistent with Congressional intent, we intend to 
propose that parity applies in the context of EHB.  

Benefit Design Flexibility 

To meet the EHB coverage standard, HHS intends to require that a health plan offer 
benefits that are “substantially equal” to the benefits of the benchmark plan selected by 
the State and  modified as necessary to reflect the 10 coverage categories. This is the 
same equivalency standard that applies to plans under CHIP.32  Similar to CHIP, we 
intend to propose that a health insurance issuer have some flexibility to adjust benefits, 
including both the specific services covered and any quantitative limits provided they 
continue to offer coverage for all 10 statutory EHB categories.  Any flexibility provided 
would be subject to a baseline set of relevant benefits, reflected in the benchmark plan as 
modified.  Permitting flexibility would provide greater choice to consumers, promoting 
plan innovation through coverage and design options, while ensuring that plans providing 
EHB offer a certain level of benefits.  We are considering permitting substitutions that 
may occur only within each of the 10 categories specified by the Affordable Care Act.  
However, we are also considering whether to allow substitution across the benefit 
categories.  If such flexibility is permitted, we seek input on whether substitution across 
categories should be subject to a higher level of scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential 
for eliminating important services or benefits in particular categories.  In addition, we 
intend to require that the substitution be actuarially equivalent, using the same measures 
defined in CHIP.33 

To ensure competition within pharmacy benefits, we intend to propose a standard that 
reflects the flexibility permitted in Medicare Part D in which plans must cover the 

                                                 
32 42 CFR 457.420. 
33 42 CFR 457.431 
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categories and classes set forth in the benchmark, but may choose the specific drugs that 
are covered within categories and classes.34  If a benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain 
category or class, all plans must offer at least one drug in that same category or class, 
even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary. 

The Affordable Care Act also directs the Secretary to consider balance in defining 
benefits and to ensure that health insurance issuers do not discriminate against enrollees 
or applicants with health conditions.  Providing guidelines for substitution will ensure 
that health insurance issuers meet these standards.   

Updating Essential Health Benefits 

Section 1302(b)(4)(G) and (H) direct the Secretary to periodically review and update 
EHB.  As required by the Affordable Care Act, we will assess whether enrollees have 
difficulties with access for reasons of coverage or cost, changes in medical evidence or 
scientific advancement, market changes not reflected in the benchmarks and the 
affordability of coverage as it relates to EHB. We invite comment on approaches to 
gathering information and making this assessment.  Under the benchmark framework, we 
note that the provision of a “substantially equal” standard would allow health insurance 
issuers to update their benefits on an annual basis and they would be expected on an 
ongoing basis to reflect improvements in the quality and practice of medicine.  We also 
intend to propose a process to evaluate the benchmark approach.  

                                                 
34 Drug category and class lists would be provided by the U.S. Pharmacopoeia, AHMS, or through a similar 
standard. Note: we do not intend to adopt the protected class of drug policy in Part D. 
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Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health
Benefits’ Mandate?

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post‘s Sarah Kliff writes that the Department of Health and Human Services has decided to “punt” on the

“monumental” task of dictating exactly what types of coverage those who get health insurance through the individual

market or small employers must purchase. HHS has decided to let each state decide for its own residents what constitutes

“essential health benefits.” It was a shrewd move: under the guise of decentralized decision-making, HHS is offering to let

state officials take the blame for an inevitably controversial decision and the inevitable higher costs that will result. Yay,

federalism! States have until the end of this month to decide just how much coverage they are going to help ObamaCare

force their citizens to purchase.

Kliff reports that many states are now wrestling with the unanswerable question, “What health-care benefits are absolutely

essential?”

Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose…

California legislators say acupuncture makes the cut. Michigan regulators would include chiropractic services. Oregon

officials would leave both of those benefits on the cutting-room floor. Colorado has deemed pre-vacation visits to travel

clinics necessary, while leaving costly fertility treatments out of its preliminary package…

A Virginia advisory board recommended that the state adopt a plan that includes speech therapy and chiropractic care.

A District subcommittee has endorsed a plan pegged to an existing BlueCross BlueShield package, and public comment

remains open through Friday Sept. 28…

Of course, an objective definition of “essential” coverage is impossible. Like “medical necessity,” the only way to determine

whether health coverage is “essential” is if the benefits exceed the costs. That is an inherently subjective question that no

legislator or regulator, state or federal, can or should try to answer for a diverse population of consumers. When they do,

health care providers invariably hijack the process, demanding that consumers be required to purchase coverage

of their services. Since the legislators/regulators are handing out benefits while consumers and taxpayers shoulder the

costs, the result is predictable: health insurance premiums rise.

Thanks to HHS’s punt, providers now have an even greater incentive to lobby states to mandate coverage of their services.

If a state creates its own list of “essential health benefits,” then any benefits the state mandates will be eligible for federal

subsidies. If not, the cost of state-mandated benefits continues to fall on consumers or employers, who tend to complain.

(Again, shrewd. Corrupt and irresponsible. But shrewd.)

But since ObamaCare is on the books, and HHS gave states a choice, what should states do?

The choice is identical to what states face with regard to health insurance Exchanges: states have the option to implement

part of ObamaCare themselves, but no matter what they decide, Washington is ultimately running the show.

The federal government will not let states pick a menu of “essential health benefits” or establish an Exchange with fewer

regulatory controls than HHS would impose itself. Since less regulation than the federal government would impose is not
an option, implementing these parts of the law can only lead to more regulation, fewer choices, and higher costs. And of

course, state officials will take the blame when ObamaCare starts increasing costs and denying care to people. There is
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simply no good reason for states to assume this impossible, harmful, and thankless task.

Instead of doing the feds’ dirty work, states should use this opportunity to show how ObamaCare rigs the game against

states and consumers alike. State officials that want to rid the nation of ObamaCare should submit to HHS a “benchmark”

EHB plan that they know HHS will refuse. It could be either the most affordable health plan they can find in their individual

or small group markets, or a plan that state officials designed themselves. Leave out benefits that HHS considers deal-

breakers. Push the deductible as high as you dare. Allow annual or lifetime limits. The less coverage you include in your

EHB benchmark, the more choice consumers will have and the lower the premiums will be. Submit such a proposal to HHS

and dare them to reject it. Let your voters see that under ObamaCare, choice is a mirage. Dare HHS to explain why they

rejected affordable health plans and forced the Treasury to subsidize more-expensive health plans.

Alternatively, state officials who are not inclined to confrontation can tell the Obama administration the same thing they

should say with regard to health insurance Exchanges: it’s your stupid law, you implement it.

Michael F. Cannon • September 25, 2012 @ 8:47 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

24929

http://www.cato.org/people/michael-cannon
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/2012/09/
http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/


From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: Should States Implement ObamaCare"s "Essential Health Benefits" Mandate?
Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 10:29:15 AM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:MCannon@cato.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 8:49 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: Should States Implement ObamaCare's 'Essential Health Benefits' Mandate?
 
Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health
Benefits’ Mandate?

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post‘s Sarah Kliff writes that the Department of Health and Human Services has decided to “punt” on the

“monumental” task of dictating exactly what types of coverage those who get health insurance through the individual

market or small employers must purchase. HHS has decided to let each state decide for its own residents what constitutes

“essential health benefits.” It was a shrewd move: under the guise of decentralized decision-making, HHS is offering to let

state officials take the blame for an inevitably controversial decision and the inevitable higher costs that will result. Yay,

federalism! States have until the end of this month to decide just how much coverage they are going to help ObamaCare

force their citizens to purchase.

Kliff reports that many states are now wrestling with the unanswerable question, “What health-care benefits are absolutely

essential?”

Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose…

California legislators say acupuncture makes the cut. Michigan regulators would include chiropractic services. Oregon

officials would leave both of those benefits on the cutting-room floor. Colorado has deemed pre-vacation visits to travel

clinics necessary, while leaving costly fertility treatments out of its preliminary package…

A Virginia advisory board recommended that the state adopt a plan that includes speech therapy and chiropractic care.

A District subcommittee has endorsed a plan pegged to an existing BlueCross BlueShield package, and public comment

remains open through Friday Sept. 28…

Of course, an objective definition of “essential” coverage is impossible. Like “medical necessity,” the only way to determine

whether health coverage is “essential” is if the benefits exceed the costs. That is an inherently subjective question that no

legislator or regulator, state or federal, can or should try to answer for a diverse population of consumers. When they do,

health care providers invariably hijack the process, demanding that consumers be required to purchase coverage

of their services. Since the legislators/regulators are handing out benefits while consumers and taxpayers shoulder the

costs, the result is predictable: health insurance premiums rise.

Thanks to HHS’s punt, providers now have an even greater incentive to lobby states to mandate coverage of their services.

If a state creates its own list of “essential health benefits,” then any benefits the state mandates will be eligible for federal

subsidies. If not, the cost of state-mandated benefits continues to fall on consumers or employers, who tend to complain.

(Again, shrewd. Corrupt and irresponsible. But shrewd.)

But since ObamaCare is on the books, and HHS gave states a choice, what should states do?

The choice is identical to what states face with regard to health insurance Exchanges: states have the option to implement

part of ObamaCare themselves, but no matter what they decide, Washington is ultimately running the show.

The federal government will not let states pick a menu of “essential health benefits” or establish an Exchange with fewer

regulatory controls than HHS would impose itself. Since less regulation than the federal government would impose is not
an option, implementing these parts of the law can only lead to more regulation, fewer choices, and higher costs. And of

course, state officials will take the blame when ObamaCare starts increasing costs and denying care to people. There is
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simply no good reason for states to assume this impossible, harmful, and thankless task.

Instead of doing the feds’ dirty work, states should use this opportunity to show how ObamaCare rigs the game against

states and consumers alike. State officials that want to rid the nation of ObamaCare should submit to HHS a “benchmark”

EHB plan that they know HHS will refuse. It could be either the most affordable health plan they can find in their individual

or small group markets, or a plan that state officials designed themselves. Leave out benefits that HHS considers deal-

breakers. Push the deductible as high as you dare. Allow annual or lifetime limits. The less coverage you include in your

EHB benchmark, the more choice consumers will have and the lower the premiums will be. Submit such a proposal to HHS

and dare them to reject it. Let your voters see that under ObamaCare, choice is a mirage. Dare HHS to explain why they

rejected affordable health plans and forced the Treasury to subsidize more-expensive health plans.

Alternatively, state officials who are not inclined to confrontation can tell the Obama administration the same thing they

should say with regard to health insurance Exchanges: it’s your stupid law, you implement it.

Michael F. Cannon • September 25, 2012 @ 8:47 am 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: Cato@Liberty: Should States Implement ObamaCare"s "Essential Health Benefits" Mandate?
Date: Wednesday, September 26, 2012 10:29:15 AM

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Michael Cannon [mailto:MCannon@cato.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 8:49 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Cato@Liberty: Should States Implement ObamaCare's 'Essential Health Benefits' Mandate?
 
Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health
Benefits’ Mandate?

Posted by Michael F. Cannon

The Washington Post‘s Sarah Kliff writes that the Department of Health and Human Services has decided to “punt” on the

“monumental” task of dictating exactly what types of coverage those who get health insurance through the individual

market or small employers must purchase. HHS has decided to let each state decide for its own residents what constitutes

“essential health benefits.” It was a shrewd move: under the guise of decentralized decision-making, HHS is offering to let

state officials take the blame for an inevitably controversial decision and the inevitable higher costs that will result. Yay,

federalism! States have until the end of this month to decide just how much coverage they are going to help ObamaCare

force their citizens to purchase.

Kliff reports that many states are now wrestling with the unanswerable question, “What health-care benefits are absolutely

essential?”

Is acupuncture essential health care? Weight-loss surgery? Under Obamacare, states choose…

California legislators say acupuncture makes the cut. Michigan regulators would include chiropractic services. Oregon

officials would leave both of those benefits on the cutting-room floor. Colorado has deemed pre-vacation visits to travel

clinics necessary, while leaving costly fertility treatments out of its preliminary package…

A Virginia advisory board recommended that the state adopt a plan that includes speech therapy and chiropractic care.

A District subcommittee has endorsed a plan pegged to an existing BlueCross BlueShield package, and public comment

remains open through Friday Sept. 28…

Of course, an objective definition of “essential” coverage is impossible. Like “medical necessity,” the only way to determine

whether health coverage is “essential” is if the benefits exceed the costs. That is an inherently subjective question that no

legislator or regulator, state or federal, can or should try to answer for a diverse population of consumers. When they do,

health care providers invariably hijack the process, demanding that consumers be required to purchase coverage

of their services. Since the legislators/regulators are handing out benefits while consumers and taxpayers shoulder the

costs, the result is predictable: health insurance premiums rise.

Thanks to HHS’s punt, providers now have an even greater incentive to lobby states to mandate coverage of their services.

If a state creates its own list of “essential health benefits,” then any benefits the state mandates will be eligible for federal

subsidies. If not, the cost of state-mandated benefits continues to fall on consumers or employers, who tend to complain.

(Again, shrewd. Corrupt and irresponsible. But shrewd.)

But since ObamaCare is on the books, and HHS gave states a choice, what should states do?

The choice is identical to what states face with regard to health insurance Exchanges: states have the option to implement

part of ObamaCare themselves, but no matter what they decide, Washington is ultimately running the show.

The federal government will not let states pick a menu of “essential health benefits” or establish an Exchange with fewer

regulatory controls than HHS would impose itself. Since less regulation than the federal government would impose is not
an option, implementing these parts of the law can only lead to more regulation, fewer choices, and higher costs. And of

course, state officials will take the blame when ObamaCare starts increasing costs and denying care to people. There is
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simply no good reason for states to assume this impossible, harmful, and thankless task.

Instead of doing the feds’ dirty work, states should use this opportunity to show how ObamaCare rigs the game against

states and consumers alike. State officials that want to rid the nation of ObamaCare should submit to HHS a “benchmark”

EHB plan that they know HHS will refuse. It could be either the most affordable health plan they can find in their individual

or small group markets, or a plan that state officials designed themselves. Leave out benefits that HHS considers deal-

breakers. Push the deductible as high as you dare. Allow annual or lifetime limits. The less coverage you include in your

EHB benchmark, the more choice consumers will have and the lower the premiums will be. Submit such a proposal to HHS

and dare them to reject it. Let your voters see that under ObamaCare, choice is a mirage. Dare HHS to explain why they

rejected affordable health plans and forced the Treasury to subsidize more-expensive health plans.

Alternatively, state officials who are not inclined to confrontation can tell the Obama administration the same thing they

should say with regard to health insurance Exchanges: it’s your stupid law, you implement it.

Michael F. Cannon • September 25, 2012 @ 8:47 am 

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:21:02 AM
Attachments: globalcerts.txt

globalcerts.html

FYI
 
From: Holli Brown 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:17 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
So I researched the matter and it appears in her original e-mail to you in June, Susan Harris mentions
wanting to set up a Health Care Forum for Insure Oklahoma.  However, at the time you told her that
you really wouldn’t have anything new for several months.  After that she contacted me directly
about setting up a time to meet and I did not make the connection between the meeting she was
setting up and the previous FYI to me.  My apologies!!!
 

Holli D. Brown
 
From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Holli Brown
Subject: FW: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
 
 
From: Matthew Lucas 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 10:04 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
Here is the notice
 

10.08.12

Health Care Forum to discuss Insure Oklahoma 
and the Affordable Care Act

The Chamber will host a health care forum

Wednesday, Oct. 24. The forum will feature Nico

Gomez, Director of Public Information for the

Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA).
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		Origin		gomezn@ohca.state.ok.us
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Wednesday, Oct. 24
8-9:30 a.m.
OSU in Tulsa, North Hall, Room 150
700 N. Greenwood Ave.

Gomez will provide insight into the upcoming

changes surrounding health care in Oklahoma as

the Affordable Care Act is implemented.

Specifically he will discuss the status of Insure

Oklahoma and prospects for its future. Insure

Oklahoma is one of two programs administered by OHCA.

The forum is free to attend and open to the public. Please note the different location, courtesy of OSU.  To

register, contact Joanna Slyter at 918.560.0276 or joannaslyter@tulsachamber.com.

Presented by

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Benefit Plan Strategies

Hillcrest HealthCare System

KWB Oil Property Management, Inc.

OSU Medical Center

Ostepathic Founders Foundation

SNB Bank of Tulsa

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 10:02 AM
To: Matthew Lucas
Cc: Garth L. Splinter; Holli Brown
Subject: RE: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
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There may be some confusion here. I don’t have a chamber forum on my calendar but I do have a
meeting with Susan Harris from the Tulsa Chamber but I thought it was a meeting here at OHCA. Let
me get more information and get back to everyone asap.
 
From: Matthew Lucas 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Cc: Garth L. Splinter
Subject: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
Nico,
Do you need someone to go with you to this?
 
I would like to know what you plan on discussing so we are ready when the questions come
in.
Thanks
Matt
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From: Nico Gomez
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
Date: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:21:02 AM
Attachments: globalcerts.txt

globalcerts.html

FYI
 
From: Holli Brown 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:17 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
So I researched the matter and it appears in her original e-mail to you in June, Susan Harris mentions
wanting to set up a Health Care Forum for Insure Oklahoma.  However, at the time you told her that
you really wouldn’t have anything new for several months.  After that she contacted me directly
about setting up a time to meet and I did not make the connection between the meeting she was
setting up and the previous FYI to me.  My apologies!!!
 

Holli D. Brown
 
From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 11:01 AM
To: Holli Brown
Subject: FW: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
 
 
From: Matthew Lucas 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 10:04 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Subject: RE: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
Here is the notice
 

10.08.12

Health Care Forum to discuss Insure Oklahoma 
and the Affordable Care Act

The Chamber will host a health care forum

Wednesday, Oct. 24. The forum will feature Nico

Gomez, Director of Public Information for the

Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA).
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Wednesday, Oct. 24
8-9:30 a.m.
OSU in Tulsa, North Hall, Room 150
700 N. Greenwood Ave.

Gomez will provide insight into the upcoming

changes surrounding health care in Oklahoma as

the Affordable Care Act is implemented.

Specifically he will discuss the status of Insure

Oklahoma and prospects for its future. Insure

Oklahoma is one of two programs administered by OHCA.

The forum is free to attend and open to the public. Please note the different location, courtesy of OSU.  To

register, contact Joanna Slyter at 918.560.0276 or joannaslyter@tulsachamber.com.

Presented by

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Benefit Plan Strategies

Hillcrest HealthCare System

KWB Oil Property Management, Inc.

OSU Medical Center

Ostepathic Founders Foundation

SNB Bank of Tulsa

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From: Nico Gomez 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 10:02 AM
To: Matthew Lucas
Cc: Garth L. Splinter; Holli Brown
Subject: RE: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
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There may be some confusion here. I don’t have a chamber forum on my calendar but I do have a
meeting with Susan Harris from the Tulsa Chamber but I thought it was a meeting here at OHCA. Let
me get more information and get back to everyone asap.
 
From: Matthew Lucas 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 9:57 AM
To: Nico Gomez
Cc: Garth L. Splinter
Subject: Chamber health care forum 10/24 in Tulsa
 
Nico,
Do you need someone to go with you to this?
 
I would like to know what you plan on discussing so we are ready when the questions come
in.
Thanks
Matt
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: CMS Invites You: Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options Stakeholder Call
Date: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 9:31:05 AM

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2012 3:48 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: CMS Invites You: Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options
Stakeholder Call
 
You may already be aware but want to keep you in the loop as best I can even if it is duplicative at
times. I have not forgotten about your other request for information either. Hope you have a great,
long and restful weekend!
 
We will have some staff on the call.
 
From: CMS CQISCO REA [mailto:CQISCOREA@cms.hhs.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 3:58 PM
To: CMS CQISCO REA
Subject: CMS Invites You: Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options Stakeholder
Call
 
 

 

 
 

Region VI Stakeholder Engagement Teleconference with CMS
on Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options

 
 
CMS Dallas Regional Office – Region VI (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, &
Texas)
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012
Time: 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT
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Register at http://cmsdallashie.eventbrite.com

 
Dr. Renard Murray, the CMS Dallas Regional Administrator, and Marjorie McColl Petty, the HHS
Regional Director, invite partners & stakeholders to a regional teleconference with CMS staff to:
 

·         Update you on the latest information regarding implementation of the Health Insurance
Marketplace (Exchanges), part of the Affordable Care Act.

·         Start discussing strategies to educate the uninsured, under-insured, and small businesses
about expanded insurance coverage options. 
 

Registration is required 
Phone lines are limited. Register at http://cmsdallashie.eventbrite.com

If you are unavailable on this date, other regional sessions are available for you to attend.  See a
full list of sessions online at www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/HIMarketplace.
 
Please forward this invitation to any partners and stakeholders who may want to participate. 
 
We look forward to your participation!
 
We value the work you do to ensure that every American is aware of and enrolled in health
insurance.
 
For more information on the Affordable Care Act and Exchanges, please visit
www.healthcare.gov/exchanges or www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/HIMarketplace.
 
This call is not intended for the press. Should press have questions please contact the CMS Regional
Press Office at 214-767-4463.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Scarborough, MPH, CHES
External Affairs Specialist/Provider Liaison
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Region VI Office of External Affairs
1301 Young Street, Room 714
Dallas, Texas  75202
PH: 214-767-4407
FX: 214-767-6400
Melissa.Scarborough@cms.hhs.gov
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.
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If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: CMS Invites You: Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options Stakeholder Call
Date: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 9:31:05 AM

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Nico Gomez [mailto:Nico.Gomez@okhca.org] 
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2012 3:48 PM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: CMS Invites You: Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options
Stakeholder Call
 
You may already be aware but want to keep you in the loop as best I can even if it is duplicative at
times. I have not forgotten about your other request for information either. Hope you have a great,
long and restful weekend!
 
We will have some staff on the call.
 
From: CMS CQISCO REA [mailto:CQISCOREA@cms.hhs.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2012 3:58 PM
To: CMS CQISCO REA
Subject: CMS Invites You: Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options Stakeholder
Call
 
 

 

 
 

Region VI Stakeholder Engagement Teleconference with CMS
on Health Insurance Marketplace & Expanded Insurance Options

 
 
CMS Dallas Regional Office – Region VI (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, &
Texas)
Date: Friday, September 14, 2012
Time: 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. CDT
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Register at http://cmsdallashie.eventbrite.com

 
Dr. Renard Murray, the CMS Dallas Regional Administrator, and Marjorie McColl Petty, the HHS
Regional Director, invite partners & stakeholders to a regional teleconference with CMS staff to:
 

·         Update you on the latest information regarding implementation of the Health Insurance
Marketplace (Exchanges), part of the Affordable Care Act.

·         Start discussing strategies to educate the uninsured, under-insured, and small businesses
about expanded insurance coverage options. 
 

Registration is required 
Phone lines are limited. Register at http://cmsdallashie.eventbrite.com

If you are unavailable on this date, other regional sessions are available for you to attend.  See a
full list of sessions online at www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/HIMarketplace.
 
Please forward this invitation to any partners and stakeholders who may want to participate. 
 
We look forward to your participation!
 
We value the work you do to ensure that every American is aware of and enrolled in health
insurance.
 
For more information on the Affordable Care Act and Exchanges, please visit
www.healthcare.gov/exchanges or www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/HIMarketplace.
 
This call is not intended for the press. Should press have questions please contact the CMS Regional
Press Office at 214-767-4463.
 
Sincerely,
 
Melissa Scarborough, MPH, CHES
External Affairs Specialist/Provider Liaison
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Region VI Office of External Affairs
1301 Young Street, Room 714
Dallas, Texas  75202
PH: 214-767-4407
FX: 214-767-6400
Melissa.Scarborough@cms.hhs.gov
 

=================
DISCLAIMER - This e-mail message, including any attachments, 
is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential and privileged information.
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If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate,
distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail from your system.

The sender does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail
transmission. If verification is required please request a
hard-copy version.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: EHB Letter Attached
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 3:24:52 PM
Attachments: EHB_MaryFallin_10_01_12.pdf

The approved letter is ATTACHED, can you all submit it or does OID need to do it? Thanks, Katie
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 02:40 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: EHB Letter Attached 
 
 
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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October 1, 2012 


 


Via Electronic Submission  


 


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  


Office of the Secretary  


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  


201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  


Washington, DC 20201 


 


RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 


  


Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


 


On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 


Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 


and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 


was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 


lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 


being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   


 


Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 


Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 


complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 


us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 


this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 


rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 


formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  


  


I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 


our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 


from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 


benefit benchmark plan at this time.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin 


Governor of Oklahoma 







From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: EHB Letter Attached
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 3:24:52 PM
Attachments: EHB_MaryFallin_10_01_12.pdf

The approved letter is ATTACHED, can you all submit it or does OID need to do it? Thanks, Katie
 
From: Andrew Silvestri 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 02:40 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: EHB Letter Attached 
 
 
 
Andrew Silvestri
Deputy Policy Director

Office of Governor Mary Fallin

Phone:  405.521.2342

andrew.silvestri@gov.ok.gov
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Via Electronic Submission  


 


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  


Office of the Secretary  


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  


201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  


Washington, DC 20201 


 


RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 


  


Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


 


On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 


Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 


and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 


was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 


lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 


being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   


 


Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 


Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 


complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 


us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 


this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 


rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 


formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  


  


I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 


our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 


from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 


benefit benchmark plan at this time.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin 


Governor of Oklahoma 







From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:37 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ICYMI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of
the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a
chance to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the
state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only
logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia.
They're telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-
in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation
in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
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Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges

(draft)

By Tom Miller 

American Enterprise  Institute



The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform.



The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices. 



Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases. 



	The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.    



The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more controversial, role. Their duties include



· Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance;

· Expanding state Medicaid programs;

· Enforcing the individual coverage mandate;

· Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies;

· Policing insurers’ premium prices; and 

· Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market.



In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the criterion used is political or personal. 



The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically disruptive.[endnoteRef:1] In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  [1:  As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5.] 




The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)[endnoteRef:2] that are biased toward an early expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but are not allowed to check out. [2:  Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19).] 


 

	It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe they will have to control almost everything.   



	Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for “state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional). 



	At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new name for federally run exchanges).[endnoteRef:3] However, any of those approaches to developing functional health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: [3:  Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans.] 




1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so for political or technical reasons.

 

2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting and unprecedented.

 

3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a federally run exchange in their state.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended_complaint.pdf; and James F. Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house_ways_and_means_testimony92112.pdf.] 




	What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms may still be needed within states.



Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current Obama administration regulatory guidance.[endnoteRef:5] 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  [5:  Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 2010.] 




Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for innovation and preference-sensitive variation. 



Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an exclusive destination for political control.    



	Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously resisting them. 



 	Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money. 





 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal
health care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance
exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability
of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition
for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people
in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s
Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this
work.” With benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican
governors seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build
online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can
shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-
income people.
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a
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state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:37 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ICYMI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of
the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a
chance to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the
state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only
logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia.
They're telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-
in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation
in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
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Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges

(draft)

By Tom Miller 

American Enterprise  Institute



The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform.



The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices. 



Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases. 



	The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.    



The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more controversial, role. Their duties include



· Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance;

· Expanding state Medicaid programs;

· Enforcing the individual coverage mandate;

· Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies;

· Policing insurers’ premium prices; and 

· Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market.



In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the criterion used is political or personal. 



The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically disruptive.[endnoteRef:1] In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  [1:  As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5.] 




The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)[endnoteRef:2] that are biased toward an early expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but are not allowed to check out. [2:  Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19).] 


 

	It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe they will have to control almost everything.   



	Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for “state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional). 



	At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new name for federally run exchanges).[endnoteRef:3] However, any of those approaches to developing functional health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: [3:  Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans.] 




1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so for political or technical reasons.

 

2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting and unprecedented.

 

3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a federally run exchange in their state.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended_complaint.pdf; and James F. Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house_ways_and_means_testimony92112.pdf.] 




	What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms may still be needed within states.



Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current Obama administration regulatory guidance.[endnoteRef:5] 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  [5:  Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 2010.] 




Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for innovation and preference-sensitive variation. 



Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an exclusive destination for political control.    



	Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously resisting them. 



 	Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money. 





 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal
health care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance
exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability
of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition
for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people
in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s
Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this
work.” With benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican
governors seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build
online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can
shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-
income people.
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a
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state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:37 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ICYMI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of
the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a
chance to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the
state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only
logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia.
They're telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-
in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation
in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
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Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges

(draft)

By Tom Miller 

American Enterprise  Institute



The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform.



The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices. 



Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases. 



	The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.    



The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more controversial, role. Their duties include



· Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance;

· Expanding state Medicaid programs;

· Enforcing the individual coverage mandate;

· Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies;

· Policing insurers’ premium prices; and 

· Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market.



In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the criterion used is political or personal. 



The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically disruptive.[endnoteRef:1] In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  [1:  As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5.] 




The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)[endnoteRef:2] that are biased toward an early expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but are not allowed to check out. [2:  Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19).] 


 

	It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe they will have to control almost everything.   



	Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for “state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional). 



	At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new name for federally run exchanges).[endnoteRef:3] However, any of those approaches to developing functional health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: [3:  Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans.] 




1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so for political or technical reasons.

 

2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting and unprecedented.

 

3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a federally run exchange in their state.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended_complaint.pdf; and James F. Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house_ways_and_means_testimony92112.pdf.] 




	What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms may still be needed within states.



Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current Obama administration regulatory guidance.[endnoteRef:5] 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  [5:  Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 2010.] 




Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for innovation and preference-sensitive variation. 



Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an exclusive destination for political control.    



	Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously resisting them. 



 	Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money. 





 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal
health care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance
exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability
of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition
for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people
in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s
Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this
work.” With benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican
governors seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build
online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can
shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-
income people.
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a
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state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Exchange information
Date: Friday, November 09, 2012 9:41:37 AM
Attachments: AEI Making Effective Connections.docx

ICYMI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 09, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Exchange information 
 
Chiefs, Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors:
 
To aid in the exchange conversation, attached is a white paper by Tom Miller of AEI and various
news clips today on the subject matter. Note CQ article hinting at Nov 16 extension at the end of
the email. Please let me know if you have any questions. We will continue to provide you with
information as we access it.
 
Thanks,
Marie
 
 
Analysis: 20 states will run their health-law exchanges (The Hill)
In their choices, Republican governors face a balancing act — not going too far to embrace the law,
which remains divisive with the public and anathema to conservatives, but also not skipping a
chance to wrest authority from the federal government.
 
Feds will run Virginia's health exchange at outset (Daily Press)
McDonnell conceded that Virginia would not meet the Nov. 16 deadline for a blueprint for the
state-run exchange and would default instead to a federally run insurance exchange. "The only
logical decision is to choose the federal option," he said. "I don't have the answers for Virginia.
They're telling us we have two years to build an exchange. It's expensive….I don't want to buy a pig-
in-a-poke for Virginia taxpayers."
 
Ohio iffy on health-insurance exchange (Columbus Dispatch)
“Our concern is (that) the flexibility to design the exchange in an Ohio-specific way really is limited,”
Moody said. “If it’s a federal program, it would be most appropriate for the federal government to
administer.”
 
Federal gov't to create health exchange in Kansas (KWCH)
Kansans feel Obamacare is an overreach by Washington and have rejected the state’s participation
in this federal program. My administration will not partner with the federal government to create a
state-federal partnership insurance exchange because we will not benefit from it and implementing
it could costs Kansas taxpayers millions of dollars.
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Making Effective Connections: With or without Health Benefits Exchanges

(draft)

By Tom Miller 

American Enterprise  Institute



The version of health benefits exchanges envisioned in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a classic example of a limited, but potentially good, idea mutating into a politically driven gateway to overregulation, income redistribution, and greater federal government control of health care decisions. The more benign concept of exchanges envisioned them as mechanisms to help coordinate a common marketplace in which willing insurance buyers and sellers might choose to reach private agreements. Exchanges could expand the range of limited choices available to most workers employed by smaller firms, as well as to individuals seeking coverage outside the workplace. They might serve as impartial clearinghouses for information comparing the features and performance of various health insurance plans in a particular market area. Finally, they could help connect individuals with taxpayer subsidies available for their insurance choices and even consolidate multiple sources of financial contributions for someone’s coverage (multiple employers, public subsidies, personal funds) into a single payment platform.



The original case for establishing health insurance exchanges pointed to clear problems of affordability, access, and choice in current private insurance markets for individuals and small businesses. Although individual insurance markets could not possibly perform as badly as the health policy elites (who recoil from them like vampires avoid garlic) commonly believed, their customers have been burdened by high loading costs for marketing and administration by insurers. The limited role of individual insurance as a residual market product for customers lacking better options elsewhere in the pre-ACA insurance world also strained its ability to pool and manage risk consistently. The small-group insurance market was, and still is, whipsawed by counterproductive state-government regulation, a shrinking base of overburdened small-employer customers, and a shortage of competitive insurance choices. 



Health insurance exchanges are not new ideas. Various types have been proposed for years as intermediaries to manage the relationship between insurers and their customers and perhaps to better organize insurance markets.  However, finding consensus in identifying problems is not the same as agreeing on the actual terms of sustainable solutions. Exchanges can be dialed up or down the regulatory spectrum. At one end, they might simply provide some standardized comparative information on the benefits, premiums, and service quality offered by insurers in a particular market. A little further up the scale, they might distribute private payments and public subsidies, simplify insurance purchasing and enrollment, and reduce transaction costs. At the other end, they could become the exclusive engineers charged with redesigning and overseeing most, if not all, insurance sales and purchases. 



	The policy parameters involving the role and power of an insurance exchange include whether it is voluntary or mandatory. Does it have an exclusive franchise, or must it compete for customers? Over what geographic territory and for which market segments does it operate? Does it exercise substantial market power as a purchaser or even more political power as a regulator? Does it try to pool similar risks or cross-subsidize very different ones? Does it limit or expand choices of carriers, plans, and benefits? The more you want to try to do, the more regulatory complexity you have. You risk overloading each decision with another more sweeping one down the road until the exchange starts looking like a public utility commission.    



The ACA designed its version of state exchanges to play a much greater, and more controversial, role. Their duties include



· Ensuring compliance with tighter federal regulation of health insurance;

· Expanding state Medicaid programs;

· Enforcing the individual coverage mandate;

· Administering the new health law’s income-based subsidies;

· Policing insurers’ premium prices; and 

· Eventually controlling a much larger share of the private insurance market.



In just about every case under the ACA, the decision was made to go for more rather than less, under the assumption that state-run or federally run exchanges would not be able to adequately “reform” the insurance marketplace if they left too many stray sheep outside their fences. The ACA rules interpreted a level playing field and common rules regarding pricing and benefit design as requiring the rest of the private insurance market to conform to the exchange’s politically designated operating rules, rather than the other way around. Competing against what is most commonly done in the rest of the marketplace and leaving consumers to choose what they prefer apparently would be too hard and fail to deliver the desired political outcome.  Of course, whether any resulting selection by consumers is called “adverse” depends on whether the criterion used is political or personal. 



The ACA’s statutory text and subsequent regulatory guidance are full of limits and specifications for the range of the required “essential” and other permitted tiers of qualified benefits, along with tight restrictions on cost sharing. The main factor in setting some eligibility limits (individuals without offers of employer coverage or participating small firms with no more than 100 employees) was budgetary. The on-budget costs to taxpayers for moving even more millions of Americans into new, more heavily subsidized, exchange-based coverage on a faster timetable would be too transparently unaffordable, administratively daunting, and politically disruptive.[endnoteRef:1] In any case, the ACA’s rules for guaranteed-issue and not-so-adjusted community rating will be applied nationwide, even to fully insured (if not yet self-insured) private plans operating outside the ACA’s exchanges.  [1:  As the Obama administration’s principles for health reform were converted into legislative language, the White House had to master a difficult political balancing act. This involved reassuring many Americans anxious about disruptions to their current health coverage and care arrangements or about mounting federal budget deficits, while offering more generously subsidized health benefits to lower-income constituents. The reassurance component necessitated reaching an initial truce with employer-sponsored insurance plans. Keeping employers’ “private” money on the table also helped limit the net budget cost of the first installment of insurance coverage growth. Relying on expanded Medicaid eligibility as a less expensive way to accomplish about half of the total targeted coverage expansion allowed federal dollars to be stretched further, given Medicaid’s very low reimbursement rates for providers. The public-plan option was politically radioactive to highly energized grassroots opponents, who feared that the legislation would quickly lead to a single-payer system. Moreover, the combination of vastly expanded “public plan” Medicaid coverage and much tighter political regulation of “private” insurers in subsidized health insurance exchanges accomplished most of the larger political objective of increasing dependency on politically brokered health care, with fewer of the red lights signaling a more direct and expensive expansion of Medicare-like coverage to displace private insurance intermediaries. The final law relied on ambiguity, deferred decision making, and administrative complexity to dampen political concerns about a federal takeover of traditionally private spheres of health care decision making. However, gaining permanent regulatory authority over a vast expanse of health care operations and decisions—regardless of how many blanks needed to be filled in later—fulfilled a crucial political imperative for Democratic party leaders. It also facilitated the continued, less-threatening appearance of private operation of most current health care arrangements, albeit under tighter—and potentially expanding—political management. See Thomas P. Miller, “Health Reform: Only a Cease-Fire in a Political Hundred Years’ War,” Health Affairs 29, no. 6 (2010): 1–5.] 




The ACA exchanges initially were marketed as a means to provide new choices to those largely shut out of the traditional employer-sponsored group health insurance market, as well as to smaller businesses struggling to offer or maintain group coverage for their workers. But the law authorizes states to expand offers of exchange-based coverage to businesses with more than 100 employees, starting in 2017. Critics of the expanding role of federal regulation, mandates, and subsidies under the ACA regime would argue that this would open the door wider for Washington’s dominant market share and more complete regulatory control in whatever remains of “private” insurance markets later this decade. When combined with narrow grandfathering and grace periods for many existing insurance benefits plans (temporarily protecting them from the newer ACA requirements for fully insured health plans)[endnoteRef:2] that are biased toward an early expiration date, the real goal of the federally directed exchanges appears to be to construct a roach motel of centralized regulation, where private plans and their enrollees might check in but are not allowed to check out. [2:  Annie L. Mach and Bernadette Fernandez, “Private Health Insurance Market Reforms in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act,” Congressional Research Service, November 1, 2011. See Appendix B, “Applicability of Market Reforms to Health Plans” (19).] 


 

	It turns out that to control one thing, and then another thing, and then more and more unanticipated things, many congressional legislators and their designated bureaucrats believe they will have to control almost everything.   



	Not surprisingly, many state officials balked at participating in the ACA’s model for “state-run” exchanges, which appeared to be part of a top-down bureaucratic approach for taking control of state insurance markets under the guise of implementing the new health law, rather than offering a more decentralized, market-driven alternative. Several dozen state governors and state legislatures either opposed outright the creation of ACA-compliant exchanges or urged a cautious, go-slow approach to further implementation until more details were provided (or the Supreme Court decided to overturn the health law as unconstitutional). 



	At this point, it appears that a large majority of states will not meet the ACA’s initial deadline of January 1, 2013, for federal certification that their state-based exchanges will be ready to operate one year later, when the law’s expansion of exchange-based health insurance coverage is supposed to begin. HHS has proposed several alternative ways to establish health exchanges by that date, including state-federal partnerships (in which states perform at least some of the required exchange functions) and federally facilitated exchanges (mostly a new name for federally run exchanges).[endnoteRef:3] However, any of those approaches to developing functional health benefits exchanges under the ACA faces major obstacles: [3:  Health and Human Services Department, Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans; Exchange Standards for Employers (Final Rule March 27, 2012), www.federalregister.gov/articles/2012/03/27/2012-6125/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-establishment-of-exchanges-and-qualified-health-plans.] 




1. Most states will either refuse to set up their own exchanges or prove unable to do so for political or technical reasons.

 

2. The administrative challenges in orchestrating necessary data streams from multiple sources (to determine applicants’ eligibility for federal subsidies), creating essentially “new” insurance markets, and handling a potential surge in demand for such coverage remain daunting and unprecedented.

 

3. Serious legal questions about the actual statutory authority of federally run exchanges to administer premium subsidies remain unresolved, and they are likely to dilute the power of any arguments that states must set up their own exchanges to avoid losing control over a federally run exchange in their state.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Critics of an Internal Revenue Service final rule issued in May 2012 argue that it directly contradicts the actual statutory language of the Affordable Care Act for exchange-based health insurance. See Jonathan H. Adler and Michael F. Cannon, “Taxation without Representation: The Illegal IRS Rule to Expand Tax Credits under the PPACA” (Case Research Paper Series in Legal Studies Working Paper 2012-27, July 2012), http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2106789; State of Oklahoma ex rel Scott E. Pruitt v. Kathleen Sebelius and Timothy Geithner (Case No. CIV-11-030-RAW, Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief), www.healthreformgps.org/wp-content/uploads/Amended_complaint.pdf; and James F. Blumstein, Testimony before House Committee on Ways and Means, Health Subcommittee, September 12, 2012, http://waysandmeans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/house_ways_and_means_testimony92112.pdf.] 




	What should states do? One option is to simply stand back and hope that federally run exchanges will be unsuccessful and collapse for a combination of political, legal, and administrative reasons. This is politically appealing in states where opposition to this part of the ACA runs strong, although it leaves unaddressed what other sorts of health insurance reforms may still be needed within states.



Another option is to approve initial versions of their own state-based exchanges that operate under very different and more market-friendly rules not likely to comply with current Obama administration regulatory guidance.[endnoteRef:5] 5   For example, such state-run exchanges would be likely to adopt an “any willing seller” approach to insurer eligibility, rather than operate as an active, exclusive purchaser that prescreens participating insurers to gain bargaining leverage and ensure their compliance with standardized coverage benefits and premium rate limits. They would operate more like a market facilitator of new coverage options (for state residents seeking individual coverage and for small businesses looking for alternatives to traditional group coverage), rather than as administrators of an expanded “public” insurance program similar to Medicaid. Flexibility, choice, and open competition would be more important than standardization, selective contracting, and compulsion.  [5:  Scott Gottlieb and Tom Miller, “How to Reform ObamaCare Starting Now,” Wall Street Journal October 14, 2010.] 




Such exchange-like mechanisms would involve willing consumers, private providers, and employer sponsors as partners rather than as subjects. Administrators would focus on normal oversight to ensure compliance with existing state and federal laws, without trying to expand them further. Exchange rules would be adopted to mesh with current state rules for the rest of the state-regulated market, rather than the opposite. Health benefits guarantees would be kept to a minimum, with a broad interpretation of rough actuarial equivalence ensuring opportunities for innovation and preference-sensitive variation. 



Such state exchanges would rely much more on developing and disseminating consumer-empowering, impartial information about coverage options, rather than on enacting and enforcing choice-limiting regulation. Once a state sets the very basic parameters for insurance plans, it would allow carriers to innovate and differentiate their products, as long as they adequately inform potential consumers at the point of purchase. State administrators would focus on enhancing consumer education, engagement, and empowerment with information tools. They would contractually outsource most of the technical operations to private vendors and maintain the difference between providing a single shopping point for convenience and requiring an exclusive destination for political control.    



	Nevertheless, political suspicion remains widespread in many states that the temptation for regulatory overreach in exchange-like mechanisms cannot be kept in check, given the ACA’s underlying plan to use them primarily as an enforcement arm for its insurance rules and a distribution channel for its income-based premium subsidies. Quite simply, any state officials involved in establishing a state-run exchange in jurisdictions opposed to most of the ACA’s mandates and regulations will be seen as aiding and abetting the latter, rather than vigorously resisting them. 



 	Hence, many states wanting to improve their insurance markets for individuals and small firms will need to consider establishing a different type of mechanism. It would operate primarily to ensure that beneficiaries can be connected seamlessly with taxpayer subsidies for health insurance and useful information for making their coverage choices. To avoid the pitfalls of setting up an exclusive political franchise, states should provide these subsidy connectors only as a competitive option within the larger insurance marketplace. They may also encourage the further growth of nonexclusive private exchanges as either competitors or replacements for state-sponsored ones. If any such nonexchange exchanges serve a useful role and provide competitive advantages, consumers will choose voluntarily to purchase insurance through them. Their market share would be determined by the decisions of willing buyers, rather than the designs of political brokers. Consumers can redesign their local insurance markets by voting with their own money. 





 
Gov suggests Ga. unlikely to run health exchange (CBS News)
Deal told The Associated Press on Wednesday that he wouldn't disclose his decision until notifying
federal authorities. But he noted that the state stopped planning an exchange once federal agencies
wrote regulations that he says restrict Georgia's ability to design its own program.
 
Haslam still studying health exchange in wake of election (Memphis Business Journal)
Haslam, who has previously said he favors a state-run exchange, said Wednesday that's still his
thinking, but that he's awaiting additional information from the federal government. The deadline
for the state to declare its intentions is Nov. 16.
 
Nixon: Missouri won’t run health insurance exchange by 2014 (AP)
Gov. Jay Nixon said Thursday his administration will inform the federal government that it won't be
running a state-based health insurance exchange when they're due to begin under the federal
health care law. That means that the federal government will step in to create an insurance
exchange in Missouri.
 
What Does the Election Mean for Obamacare? (Heritage Morning Bell)
Two of the largest elements of the health care law—the massive Medicaid expansion and the costly
subsidies scheme funneled through government exchanges—are heavily dependent on state
compliance. But the June Supreme Court decision reaffirmed that states are not at the mercy of the
federal government. Many state officials realize that there is little upside to joining forces with
Washington in implementing this disastrous endeavor, thus further eroding the long-term viability
of Obamacare.
 
Obamacare: America’s Last Entitlement (Forbes)
America’s unsustainable fiscal situation means that Obamacare is destined to be the last major
entitlement enacted by the United States. Indeed, Obamacare’s victory sets off a stiff competition
for taxpayer dollars between Obamacare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It’s a battle that the elderly, in
particular, are likely to lose.
 
Republican governors scramble over next Obamacare steps (Washington Post)
States are working on a tight timeline: After the Nov. 16 deadline, they face another checkpoint on
Jan. 1, when they have to demonstrate that their marketplace is on track to begin enrolling people
in one year. “If were a governor, I’d be less concerned about the November deadline,” Leavitt’s
Smith said. “I would be focused on the actual deadline, in January, to show you can make this
work.” With benchmarks looming, and the election barely hitting rearview mirror, many Republican
governors seem to be in the middle of weighing the best next steps.
 
With Obama Re-Elected, States Scramble Over Health Law (NYT)
Much depends on the states as they decide in the coming weeks and months whether to build
online marketplaces known as insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can
shop for health plans, and whether to expand their Medicaid programs to reach many more low-
income people.
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Obamacare Is Here To Stay, But In What Form? (NPR)
So far, according to Weil, only 13 states and Washington, D.C., have said they plan to set up their
own exchanges. If states decide not to set up their own exchanges, the federal government will step
in and do it instead. But federal officials still haven't spelled out exactly how that will work.
 
 

HHS Expected to Give States More Time on Exchange
Decisions
By Rebecca Adams, CQ HealthBeat Associate Editor

 

The federal government is likely to extend the Nov. 16 deadline for states to decide whether

they will run their own health insurance exchanges, according to several state officials.

State officials were supposed to notify the Department of Health and Human Services by that

date about whether they plan to run the insurance exchanges that will launch in 2014, create a

state-federal partnership or let the federal government operate the exchange in their area.

Instead, HHS officials are expected to set a new deadline for states that want to operate the

marketplaces alone but have a rolling deadline with ongoing discussions for states that are

interested in a partnership.

A Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services spokesman declined to comment.

The additional time will be a relief for many state officials who are trying to determine whether

there is enough political will, technical knowledge and time for them to set up their own new

health benefit marketplaces.

Although many governors, especially critics of the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-

152), were not ready to commit to a state-run or state-federal hybrid exchange before the

election because they did not want it to be interpreted as a show of support for the statute, many

may be interested in exerting some control over an exchange in their jurisdictions since the

alternative would be one run by Washington.

Before the election, nine states were expected to let the federal government operate an

exchange. On Tuesday, Missouri voters in a ballot initiative also banned the state government

from creating a state exchange, bringing the total of states refusing to run a state-administered

exchange to 10. (See related story, CQ HealthBeat, Nov. 7, 2012)

Sixteen states have indicated that they would like to proceed with their own state-run

exchange and 14 of them have sent official letters to CMS officials that are posted on the

agency’s website.

The decision about how to run an exchange is complicated and in many cases, governors

who would like to go ahead will have to win the support of state legislators. On Wednesday,

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill Haslam said he would prefer to have the state run its own

insurance exchange program than leave it to federal officials. But state legislators in his party

chimed in with criticism, saying that the legislature would not go along with the creation of a
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state-based exchange. Governors in many states will have to navigate similar political climates.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: FYI: GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare
Date: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:14:13 PM

FYI
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Alex Weintz 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 3:11 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Denise Northrup
Subject: FYI: GOP governors vow to ignore Obamacare
 
http://washingtonexaminer.com/gop-governors-vow-to-ignore-obamacare/article/2500862
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Denise Northrup
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Cc: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Governing magazine
Date: Thursday, July 12, 2012 10:17:44 AM

I cant imagine we would have done anything like this…right?
 
From: Aaron Cooper 
Sent: Thursday, July 12, 2012 9:21 AM
To: Denise Northrup; Katie Altshuler; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Subject: FW: Governing magazine
 
FYI.

 

From: Dylan Scott [mailto:dscott@erepublic.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 4:03 PM
To: Aaron Cooper
Subject: Governing magazine
 
Hey Aaron,
 
Doing a little fishing, but had a question for you: HHS has confirmed to me that 9 states applied for
the most recent round of health exchange establishment grants (deadline was June 28), and I’m
taking an educated guess that OK was one of them (already confirmed CA and NY). If so, I was
wondering if you could confirm that for me and if you’d mind passing along how much the state
requested. Happy to attribute on-background if that’s helpful. Thanks for the assist.
 
- Dylan
 
_____

 

Dylan Scott

Staff Writer

GOVERNING | governing.com

A division of e.Republic | Smart Media for Public Sector Innovation

1100 Connecticut Ave N.W., Suite 1300

Washington, D.C. 20036

202-862-1437

740-398-7949 mobile
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "joelnicogomez@cox.net"; "Cindy.Roberts@okhca.org"; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
Date: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:07:25 PM

 
From: Patti Davis [mailto:davis@okoha.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:06 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
OHCA probably is only reporting projections under the Medicaid DSH program, which is modest in comparison to other states. 
The $539M is for Medicare DSH, not Medicaid DSH.  I haven’t seen a $475M projection done by the OHCA.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:02 PM
To: Patti Davis
Cc: Craig Jones; Rick Snyder
Subject: Re: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
475 came from OHCA. Is that DSH figure for OK? OHCA says OK DSH payments will not be cut.
 
From: Patti Davis [mailto:davis@okoha.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Craig Jones <jones@okoha.com>; Rick Snyder <rsnyder@okoha.com> 
Subject: RE: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion) 
 
Thanks for sending this.  A couple of points: 1.  Where did the $475 million come from? and 2.  While DSH cuts under Medicaid
are yet to be determined, DSH Medicare cuts to hospitals are projected to be $539M from 2015-2022.
 
Patti Davis
Executive Vice President
Oklahoma Hospital Association
4000 N. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK  73105
405-427-9537
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 19, 2012 11:43 AM
To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: Governor Mary Fallin Announcment re/ PPACA (Health Insurance Exchange & Medicaid Expansion)
 
 

 
Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR MARY FALLIN
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Alex Weintz, Communications Director

Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8819

 
Aaron Cooper, Press Secretary

Aaron.Cooper@gov.ok.gov
(405) 522-8878
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end
result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.
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·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the
escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health
outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations

to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how
much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be
so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will
continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-
line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the
very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the
costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying
workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their
employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their
employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma

hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it
should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system
into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance
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market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by

reducing the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov


From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:04:46 AM
Attachments: PA EHB Study Report 2012 08 29 Final.pdf

PA Sebelius Letter re EHB Final 9.26.12.pdf
LA EHB Letter Draft.pdf
VA EHB letter.pdf
2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf
2012-09-27 EHB RGPPC Survey Final.pdf

Importance: High

Thx fir the update yesterday. I was at doctor. Nicole is drafting the letter and I will forward tonight
or today. 

I met with CCIIO but don't have a lot of additional info yet. None on EHB. I will begin a series of
calls with them next week. They indicated we could select a state exchange on blueprint but also
develop contingency plans for certain sections just in case. 

I'm reaching out to OHCA for the weekly meeting. I'm hoping Thursdays. I will try to let you know
what I think is on the agenda so you can decide if you need to be there or we can touch base after.
Also going to be touching base with Mike Rhoades this week. . He met with CCIIO this week
actually. Anyway I want to really dig into the insurance market issues and I'm hopeful he can help
move the analysis along a bit, participate in calls and get info from other states. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 01:23 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org>; Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org>; Mike Schrimpf
<mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET 
 
Good Afternoon,  Chief of Staffs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
As we approach the HHS EHB Oct 1 deadline, many of you are seeking feedback regarding various
Republican states’ approaches.  Attached is a memo (2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf) which
highlights feedback regarding state efforts on the EHB issue.  Also provided are attachments of
letters, studies, and our latest- up to date EHB survey. See memo above for description of other
attachments.
 
As a reminder, RGPPC will host a conference call today at 5 PM ET to discuss these moving parts. 
Conference line is 1 800 653-7913 and access code is 4341764.
 
To state the obvious but to reiterate:   Please do not forward this email outside of your governor’s
office so that we may continue maintain the ability of our governors to share thoughts
confidentially.
 
Best,
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1. Executive Summary 
 


A. Issue 
Under the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”)1 the federal Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) 
contemplates that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Commonwealth”) is permitted to define the 
minimum required health care services covered by new comprehensive health insurance plans sold in the 
individual and small group markets, both outside and inside the Health Insurance Exchange (“Exchange”) in 
2014 and later years. This minimum set of covered health care services is referred to as the essential health 
benefits (“EHB”).  


The selection of the EHB package would allow the Commonwealth to define the minimum services that will 
be covered by health insurance policies for approximately 1.6 million2 Pennsylvania consumers in 2014. HHS 
has determined a default EHB package for each state, and this selection will serve as the EHB package 
absent a state identifying a different benchmark health plan other than the default.  


A state identifying an EHB package (other than the default) to be effective in 2014 and 2015 must report this 
to the federal government during the third quarter of 2012. The federal guidance is incomplete and in some 
cases ambiguous regarding the specific requirements for EHB, so interpretations and assumptions must be 
made in any effort to comply with this deadline. Deloitte Consulting LLP (“Deloitte Consulting”) has prepared 
this report exploring various issues to assist the Commonwealth in making its decisions regarding EHB. 


  


B. Options 
Proposed guidance from HHS provides that the Commonwealth may choose an EHB “benchmark” plan from 
among the ten options listed below.  Pennsylvania’s EHB would then be defined by reference to the scope 
and limitations of covered services under that benchmark plan.  The four benchmark plan types (1st column) 
identified in the guidance provide for ten benchmark plan options for the Commonwealth to consider (2nd 
column). All of these options need to be supplemented because they do not cover the ACA’s ten required 
benefit categories. If a state does not make a selection, the proposed guidance from HHS indicates the 
default EHB package would be the largest plan (according to enrollment) among the three largest small 
group products in the state.   


 


  


 


                                                      
1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148) and Healthcare and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public 


Law 111-152). 
 
2 Estimates provided by Deloitte Consulting’s proprietary model; this number represents estimated enrollment for the non-grandfathered 
plans sold through the individual and small group markets, both on and off the Health Insurance Exchange. 
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Benchmark Plan Types Benchmark Plan Options 


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of the 
three largest small group 
insurance products in the 
State’s small group market 


 


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 -  
$2,500 Deductible 100% Coinsurance 


 


One of the three largest 
State employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment 


 


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP 


One of the three largest 
federal employee insurer 
options 


 


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option 


The largest HMO plan 
offered in the State’s 
commercial market 


 


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 


 


C. Findings 
Following are key findings resulting from the analysis of the Commonwealth’s available EHB options. 
 
1. The benchmark plan option selected will have only a small financial impact on the total level of 


Pennsylvania’s EHB – the difference in total value or cost between the highest and lowest of the ten 
options is approximately 1% (as shown by the blue bars in the chart below).  Because significant adult 
dental services are covered by some of the benchmark option plans, these plans have higher values and 
costs (with the adult dental services reflected in the green bars below).   
 
The ACA requires that the EHB reflect a scope of services “equal to the scope of benefits provided under 
a typical employer plan”, and the ten benchmark plan options proposed by HHS are therefore intended to 
reflect a typical employer plan.  The employer health benefits market is mature, and covered services are 
often quite similar among plans with large enrollment, so the narrow range of observed variation in the 
benchmark options is not unreasonable. 
 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over 
the lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that 
each of the ten benchmark plan options include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits 
in order to be compliant with the ACA. 
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Note that the 1% variation in cost level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB 
options.  It does not include the general increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from 
cost inflation and other ACA provisions such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community 
rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


2. The benchmark options are also substantially consistent with respect to the details of coverage 
of specific items and services – As would be expected, the benchmark plan options do not differ 
materially with respect to their scope of coverage of inpatient hospital and surgical services, major 
categories of prescription drugs, diagnostic testing, emergency services, etc.    


3. Some coverage differences do exist among the options – The most significant differences among 
the options with respect to scope of covered services are dental, specialized services (e.g., chiropractic 
care, private duty nursing), long term care, skilled nursing facility, hospice, mental health, and substance 
abuse. 


4. All benchmark options will need to be supplemented – All ten benchmarks need to be supplemented 
because they do not generally cover habilitative services and some do not cover pediatric oral and 
pediatric vision services.  ACA requires supplementation of the current benefits in these cases. 


5. The highest-value benchmark options are the Federal employees’ plans – due to coverage of dental 
benefits for adults as well as children. 
 


6. The lowest-value benchmark option is the Keystone Health Plan East HMO in Pennsylvania’s 
small group market – due to limited benefit coverage in services such as inpatient hospital, mental 
health, and substance abuse. 
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D. Considerations 
Following are considerations that should be taken into account when reviewing the identified benchmark plan 
options for an EHB package and to gather an understanding of potential impacts and related decisions 
regarding insurance regulation in Pennsylvania. 
 


1. Advantages and disadvantages of higher-value EHB options - A relatively higher-value EHB 
package will ensure that Pennsylvanians insured under new individual and small group policies 
beginning in 2014 are covered for a larger scope of medical services, such as full coverage of mental 
health and substance abuse.  Higher-value EHB options tend to have fewer qualitative limits on 
coverage, and may be simpler to communicate and comprehend.  A relatively higher-value EHB 
package would result in less affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Decreased affordability would tend to increase the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers less latitude for flexibility and innovation in plan 
design. 
 


2. Advantages and disadvantages of lower-value EHB options – A relatively lower-value EHB 
package would allow for more affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Increased affordability would tend to reduce the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers greater latitude for flexibility and innovation in 
plan design. A relatively lower-value EHB package may expose covered Pennsylvanians, including 
vulnerable populations, to greater costs at point of service by more narrowly defining the scope of 
covered items and services. 
 


3. Impact on vulnerable populations – The Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations, like other 
Pennsylvanians, will experience trade-offs.  For example, there is a balance to be achieved between 
scope of coverage and affordability as EHB options are reviewed.  Some specific benefits (e.g., 
mental health, substance abuse, children’s preventative services) will be of particular importance to 
some vulnerable (and less vulnerable) individuals, but it is not possible to identify any option that 
produces an ’optimal’ result for all vulnerable populations or for the people of the Commonwealth in 
general.  All options will involve trade-offs of the kinds listed above. 
 


4. It is important to reiterate that all of the Commonwealth’s benchmark options are similar in 
overall value and scope of covered services, other than adult dental services – The 
considerations listed above should be evaluated accordingly.  That is, any impact of the decision on 
benefit levels, affordability, consumer understanding, and vulnerable populations is likely to be small. 
 


5. Dental benefits – Private sector employee medical benefit plans typically do not include substantial 
dental services (routine check-ups and preventive services are sometimes included).  If the 
Commonwealth chooses a benchmark plan option including dental services, it could extend basic 
dental coverage to Pennsylvanians who otherwise would not purchase it.  The disadvantages of 
such a choice would include a decrease in affordability and a disruption of current typical benefit 
designs. 


6. Supplementation - Federal guidance is not clear on the process to determine whether a particular 
plan adequately covers each of the ten ACA required benefit categories. The approach followed for 
this analysis is to determine whether some coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service 
areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to require supplementation in any case in which a 
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benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified service area (e.g. hospitalization, 
pediatric oral services). 


7. State-mandated benefits – ACA requires that states defray the additional federal cost associated 
with any additional state-mandated benefits (beyond the EHB) or state-mandated benefits enacted 
after 12/31/11 for individuals receiving federal subsidies on the Exchange.  However,  


a. Nine of the ten benchmark options include all relevant state-mandated benefits, so additional 
costs would be incurred only if the Commonwealth selected the Government Employees 
Health Association Standard Option (i.e., one of the federal employee plans) as the EHB and 
continued to mandate the medical foods benefit.  Costs of approximately $430,080 for 2014 
would be incurred by the Commonwealth for an estimated 224,000 average monthly 
subsidized members. These costs will increase over time, as more people are anticipated to 
purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  The costs are estimated to grow to 
approximately $1 million in 2016 based on 467,000 average monthly subsidized members.   


b. Costs associated with the “Dental Care for Special Needs and Young Children” mandate 
enacted after 12/31/11 have been determined to be nil for 2014 since these services were 
covered by all of the ten benchmark option plans prior to the mandate.   


EHB rules regarding state benefit mandates for 2016 and later years are not yet defined, but could 
result in additional Commonwealth costs or decisions.  Federal guidance indicates that while state- 
mandated benefits currently included in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond.  The Commonwealth may also take the 
opportunity to evaluate current state benefit requirements and consider revisions to manage the 
transition to EHB smoothly or minimize costs, disruptions, and regulatory inconsistencies across 
insurance market segments as EHB takes effect.   


The balance of this report describes: 


• The analysis of Pennsylvania’s EHB options, including approach, federal guidance, and results, 
• The EHB options, including details of the ten benchmark plan options, and 
• The data, assumptions, and methodology used in the analysis.  


 
Appendices are referenced throughout the report and are provided at the end of the report. 
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2. Analysis 
This section describes the federal guidance available at the time of the analysis and findings with respect to 
questions specified by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department (the “Department”). 


A.  Federal Guidance 
Section 1302 of the ACA requires that the Secretary of HHS define the EHB to reflect the scope of benefits 
covered by a typical employer plan.  EHB must cover at least 
ten general categories of items and services specified in the 
ACA (see table on right). The proposed guidance provides 
states with a process to choose from ten benchmark plans 
available in the market today. Key points from the federal 
guidance are summarized below: 


• EHB Options & Selection Process - The December 
2011 EHB Bulletin from HHS provided a process for 
states to select their EHB and proposes that states 
must select an EHB benchmark plan in the third 
quarter two years prior to the coverage year. Thus, 
HHS anticipates that the selection of the benchmark 
plan for 2014 and 2015 would need to take place in 
the third quarter of 2012 for states to choose from the 
ten benchmark options and provide their EHB 
package to HHS.  The submission process includes 
an indication of the plan chosen and confirmation of 
coverage of the ten ACA mandated categories of service. Recent verbal requests from HHS indicate 
that additional information may be required, and that HHS will “complete” the selection of EHBs for a 
state if the state does not select a benchmark plan and determine if supplementary coverage is 
needed. 


• EHB Level of Detail – Insurers are required to provide HHS with summary information on potential 
benchmark plans.  HHS has specified 45 different categories of service (plus an “other” category of 
service) for purposes of this reporting. These service categories are listed in the EHB Data Collection 
Final Rule Appendix G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package, and have not been 
identified as services that must be included in EHB. 


• Defining EHB - Cost sharing components such as deductible, copayments and coinsurance are not 
part of the definition of the EHB; instead, the cost sharing features are part of the actuarial value 
calculation used to determine the metallic tier of the plan.   


• Inclusion of the ten ACA statutory benefit categories – Federal guidance is not clear on the process 
to determine whether a particular plan design adequately covers each of the ten ACA required 
benefit categories. For purposes of this study, it is assumed that coverage of each of the specific 
items or services within the statutory description of the category constitutes coverage of that 
statutory category.    For example for the ACA benefit category of “rehabilitative & habilitative 


10 ACA Required Benefit Categories 
1. Ambulatory patient services 
2. Emergency services 
3. Hospitalization 
4. Maternity & newborn care 
5. Mental health & substance use 


disorder services 
6. Prescription drugs 
7. Rehabilitative & habilitative 


services & devices 
8. Laboratory services 
9. Preventive & wellness services 


& chronic disease management 
10. Pediatric services, including oral 


& vision  
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services & devices”, plans were reviewed for coverage of both rehabilitative and habilitative services 
and devices (i.e., durable medical equipment, hearing aids) to determine whether supplementing 
benefits was necessary. 


 


Federal guidance referenced during this study is listed in Appendix A. 


B. Pennsylvania’s EHB Options 
The ten benchmark plan options the Commonwealth may consider for the EHB package are outlined in the 
table below. The federal guidance allows states to select a benchmark plan from among plans offered:  


o in the small group market,  
o to the state employees, 
o to federal government employees, and 
o in the HMO commercial market. 


 
The guidance is specific in describing which plans are to be considered (e.g., those plans with the highest 
enrollment within the products with the highest enrollment in the small group market) and distinguishes 
between plan and product aggregation levels3.  Each benchmark plan option must be reviewed against the 
ten ACA mandated benefit categories and supplemented as necessary (as reflected in the last column of the 
table below). Additional detail on the benefits and any required supplementation for each of these options is 
provided in Section 3. 
 


4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of 
the three largest 
small group 
insurance products 
in the State’s small 
group market 


  


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay Yes 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) Yes 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 - $2500 Deductible 
100% Coinsurance 


Yes 


One of the three 
largest State 
employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment  


  


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO Yes 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO Yes 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP Yes 


                                                      
3  Per the EHB Bulletin: “Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
insurer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific benefits and cost-sharing 
provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with different cost-sharing structures and rider options may 
derive from a single product.” 
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4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


One of the three 
largest federal 
employee insurer 
options 


  


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option Yes 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option Yes 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option Yes 


The largest HMO 
plan offered in the 
State’s commercial 
market 


  


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 Yes 


 
C. Considerations in Selecting EHB  
This section includes items for the Commonwealth to consider as benchmark options are evaluated. 
 
1. Affordability 


 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over the 
lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that all ten 
plans fall within a range of approximately 1% of premium as shown in the blue bars below, which translates 
to approximately $5 per member per month (PMPM).  The green bars reflected the additional increase to 
cover some adult dental benefits which are included in the federal plan options.  
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Because premium differences among the ten options are within this relatively narrow range when adult 
dental is removed (assumed to be possible if a federal option is selected), the impact of the Commonwealth’s 
selection of an EHB benchmark plan can be expected to have a corresponding limited impact on affordability 
of coverage in the individual and small group markets. Note that each of the ten benchmark plan options 
include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits in order to be compliant with the ACA.  This 
process and these estimates are described in Section 4.   


2. Consumers’ understanding of benefit package  
 


As the Commonwealth reviews the benchmark options, another item to keep in mind is how well consumers 
will be able to understand the benefits. When limitations and other specific exclusions are placed on benefits, 
this typically increases the potential for consumer misunderstanding.  For example, the Health Assurance 
PPO plan design includes the limit of 45 inpatient days per year (which is a combined limit for physical 
therapy, speech therapy, and occupational therapy) and a limit of 30 outpatient visits per year (combined 
limit for same three services) for rehabilitation services.  Those complications make it more difficult for 
consumers to understand versus other benchmark options that have no constraints on the service.  
However, many of these differences are minor. 


In the table below, additional considerations regarding consumers’ understanding of the EHB package are 
presented. 


Consideration Discussion 
Ø Level of detail the 


Commonwealth provides 
to consumers (and 
insurers) 


Ø The Commonwealth can define the level of detail to be provided on 
the EHB and provide the public and industry with this information 
(e.g., the 46 categories of service used in this analysis) so 
consumers would have more information about the minimum 
coverage (vs. providing only the ten ACA mandated categories of 
service).  The additional detail would most likely help consumers 
better understand what is covered in the EHB package.  


Ø Consistency across 
markets 


Ø The public understanding of the EHB package will improve as it is 
used consistently across markets.  For example, if the same 
requirements are also applied to the large group market4, 
understanding will improve. 


 


3. Insurers’ Flexibility 
 
Selecting an EHB package from one of the ten available benchmark options should not materially impact the 
level of insurers’ flexibility or innovation as they design products and plans.  If the Commonwealth selects an 
option that has the lowest level of coverage, insurers would have more flexibility to add to it.  If the 
Commonwealth selects an option with the more comprehensive coverage, there may be slightly more 
consistency across plans being offered, but there is slightly less opportunity for insurers to innovate.   
 
In addition, under current federal guidance, insurers may offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the 
EHB and modify as necessary to reflect the ten required ACA benefit categories.  This flexibility applies to 


                                                      
4 Applying the EHB requirements to the large group market would require legislative action by the General Assembly mandating its 
application to the large group market. 
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both the specific service and quantitative limits. HHS is considering allowing insurers to substitute both 
across and within the ten ACA mandated categories. Additional HHS guidance is expected on the allowable 
methods to substitute and conditions that must be met (e.g., actuarial equivalence). 


4. Commonwealth’s Most Vulnerable Populations 
 


The needs of vulnerable populations should be considered as the Commonwealth evaluates the ten 
benchmark options: 
 


Considerations Discussion 
Ø Who are the vulnerable 


populations? 
Vulnerable populations are groups that may need additional assistance 
in accessing appropriate medical care due to social or economic 
situations. Examples may include consumers: 


• In particular geographic locations, 
• With primary languages other than English, 
• With disabilities, certain medical needs, or high health needs,  
• That have low incomes, or 
• Who have limited education. 


Ø How do their health 
care needs differ from 
others? 


The vulnerable populations’ health care needs differ from those of others 
in a variety of ways, for example: 


• They may have transportation issues getting to an appointment 
either because they can’t drive or don’t own a car, 


• They may have language barriers and need help reading in 
English and/or translating to another language, 


• They may have physical or behavioral health conditions that limit 
their abilities to make or keep appointments, or 


• They may have trouble understanding the health care system, 
their benefits, and possible providers. 


Ø What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
benchmark options as it 
relates to the vulnerable 
population? 


All ten benchmark options have been supplemented to cover the ten 
ACA mandated benefit categories including those that specifically 
address children.  However, the benchmark options vary in specific 
services in terms of the degree of coverage.  For example, mental health 
and substance abuse services vary across the ten benchmark options 
as different limitations apply on outpatient and inpatient services. 


Ø Other Considerations • One way protect to the vulnerable population is to appropriately 
compensate insurers for these populations through the 
Commonwealth’s risk adjustment mechanisms. 


• Many of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations currently 
have access to public programs (e.g., Medical Assistance, CHIP, 
Medicare), and will therefore not be impacted by the decisions 
regarding EHB. 


 
5. Commonwealth Uninsured Residents  
 
As stated earlier, the estimated premium cost levels for the seven benchmark options that do not cover 
significant adult dental services fall within a range of approximately 1%.  Note that the 1% variation in cost 
level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB options.  It does not include the general 
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increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from cost inflation and other ACA provisions 
such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


The number of the currently uninsured population that will obtain individual or small group insurance in 2014 
and beyond will depend on the affordability of the EHB package selected.  Assuming that the price elasticity 
of demand is 20% on average, a 1% increase in premium rates would reduce enrollment in the market by 
0.2%.   
 
6. Commonwealth’s residents with employer sponsored coverage 


 
The selection of the EHB package will directly impact employer sponsored coverage in the small group 
market.  The selection of the EHB from the ten options could result in small group employers needing to 
adjust their plans to include or reduce benefits or modify limitations on some services (e.g., home health 
care, skilled nursing facility, mental health, substance abuse).   However, these adjustments are expected to 
have a small impact on total small group enrollment.  
 
7. Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 
 
Based on information provided by the Department, no portion of the Commonwealth’s current Medical 
Assistance program has elected the 2006 option (under Social Security Law Section 1937) to align benefit 
packages to a “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plan.  If that option had been selected, those plan 
designs would also have to meet (or be supplemented to meet) the ten required ACA benefit categories.  
Note that these “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plans could be different from the EHB selected for 
the individual and small group market and that there are some overlapping benchmark options. This 
requirement would pertain to any Medical Assistance expansion as well.  Similarly, the Commonwealth’s 
CHIP program has not been based upon a benchmark plan, with the exception of dental coverage. 
 
Therefore, the establishment of an EHB package as required by the ACA will not have a direct impact on the 
Medical Assistance or CHIP programs.  However, if the Commonwealth proceeds with the Medicaid 
expansion authorized under the ACA, benefits for the newly-eligible members will be required to be 
consistent with a section 1937 benchmark plan and cover the ten statutory EHB benefit categories. 


In comparing the ten benchmark options to the Commonwealth’s current Medical Assistance and CHIP 
programs, we note the following relative advantages and disadvantages: 


Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Benchmark options cover specialist visits, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans do not 
Ø Benchmark options cover unlimited outpatient coverage, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans 


provide coverage with limits 
Ø Medical Assistance covers skilled nursing care and hospice care, where most of the benchmark options 


provide limited coverage 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


Medical Assistance plans 
Ø Drug coverage is limited by number of prescriptions for Medical Assistance plans, but not for the benchmark 


plans 
Ø Dental and oral services for children are covered for the Medical Assistance plans and are only covered in the 


federal benchmark plans (with some limits on visits per year) 







  Page 13 
 


Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams for children are not covered for the Medical Assistance plans, while the 
Keystone Health Plan East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits)  


Ø All benchmark plans, excluding the federal plans, do not include adult dental services, while the Medical 
Assistance plans have very restrictive coverage on dental and oral services 
 


Benchmark Options comparison to CHIP 


Ø CHIP is limited in annual visits to several providers and places of service (e.g., primary care physician, 
specialists, outpatient or ambulatory surgery, outpatient hospitalization), where the benchmark options are 
rarely limited 


Ø CHIP is limited in the number of inpatient days covered, where most of the benchmark plans provide coverage 
without limitations 


Ø CHIP covers skilled nursing care and hospice care with limits similar to most of the benchmark options 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


CHIP plans 
Ø Dental and oral services are covered for CHIP, and are only covered in the federal benchmark plans (with 


some limits on visits per year) 
Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams are covered with some limits for CHIP, while the Keystone Health Plan 


East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits) 
 


 


D. State-mandated Benefits  
This section addresses state-mandated benefits as the Commonwealth considers their EHB options. 


 
1. Considerations 
 
As the Commonwealth reviews the EHB benchmark options, applicable state-mandated benefits (refer to 
detailed description of state-mandated benefits in Appendix B) should be considered.  The advantages of 
continuing these mandates are less disruption in the marketplace and less burdensome insurer 
administrative costs to transition to the applicable EHB option.   The advantage of repealing the mandates is 
that there would not be mandated benefits to regulate, separate from those required under the ACA.  
Critically, repealing the mandates would also mean that if those mandated benefits are not included in the 
EHB package for 2016 and beyond, there would be no state budgetary impact to covering those benefits: 
proposed guidance indicates that while mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the 
state in 2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond, with the result that the state would have to cover 
the cost for those excluded mandates.  Below is a list of specific considerations (in addition to costs which 
are discussed below) that should inform the Commonwealth regarding continuation, modification, or 
termination of benefit mandates.   
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Consideration Relevant state-mandated benefit examples 
Benefit is mandated in federal law and 
therefore could be repealed since 
coverage would still be provided 


Ø Childhood Immunizations  
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Mammography Screenings 


Benefit is routinely covered in the 
industry and therefore, if repealed, has a 
potential lower risk of being removed 
from plans  


Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
 


Benefit impacts large numbers of people Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Newborn Children 


Repealing mandate would position this 
coverage back to market averages 


Ø Medical Foods 
 


 
The table below identifies which of the relevant state-mandated services (as rows) are covered by each of 
the ten benchmark options (as columns), and provides an estimated PMPM cost of the mandated benefit (in 
the far right column), if the cost is expected to be over $0.10 PMPM which was the materiality threshold for 
this study.  Note FEHBP’s GEHA PPO option does not cover the current mandate on medical foods.  The 
numbering scheme in the table below corresponds to the ordering of the state-mandated benefits in 
Appendix B.   
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Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Insurers FEHBP Benchmark Plans Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


Estimated Cost 
of Mandated 


Benefit PMPM 
  


Commonwealth-
specific Benefit 


Mandate 


1 
Highmark 


PPO 


2 
Aetna 
HMO 
(POS) 


3 
Health 


Assurance 
PPO 


4 
Highmark 


Health 
Insurance 
Company 


PPO 


5 
Keystone 


Health 
Plan 


Central 
HMO 


6 
UHC 


CDHP 


7 
BCBS 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


8 
BCBS 
Basic 
Option 
PPO 


9 
GEHA 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


10 
Keystone 


Health Plan 
East HMO 


G
ro


up
 


Po
lic


y 
B


en
ef


its
 


1 Alcohol/Substance 
Abuse [a] Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under  threshold 


G
ro


up
 a


nd
 In


di
vi


du
al


 P
ol


ic
y 


B
en


ef
its


 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer Hormone 
Treatment 


Yes [b] Yes Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Under threshold 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


10 Diabetic Supplies & 
Education Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / Pap 
Smear 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


15 Mammography 
Screenings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes $0.25 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


17 Maternity Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 
18 Medical Foods Yes Yes Yes Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [d] Yes [d] No [e] Yes $0.16 
19 Newborn Children Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


21 
Dental Anesthesia for 
Special Needs and 
Young Children [f] 


No [g] No [g] No [g] Not 
specified [h]] 


Not 
specified [h] No Not 


specified [h] 
Not 
specified [h] 


Not 
specified [h] No [g] Under threshold 


 
[a] Benefits appear to be covered, however plan documents may not specify the level of detail described within the mandate. 
[b] Chemotherapy included.  Cancer hormone treatment not specified. 
[c] Exclusion on page 72 of the SPD states that "enteral formula may be covered with certain diagnoses".  The mandated diagnoses are not specified explicitly. 
[d] Medical foods are included only when administered by catheter or nasogastric tubes. 
[e] Enteral formula that is available without a prescription is not covered. 
[f] Mandated benefit effective 2012 and not yet included in the plan documents reviewed. 
[g] Dental services are neither offered through the base policy nor offered as a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer. 
[h] Dental services are provided under a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer.  The PEBTF HMO is closed to new entrants. 
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2. Costs 
 
The ACA requires that states cover certain costs related to mandated benefits unless included in the 
selected benchmark plan and enacted prior to 12/31/11. If a particular mandated benefit is not reflected in 
the EHB package, or if the mandate was enacted after 12/31/11, there will be associated costs for the 
Commonwealth to continue to require inclusion of the mandated coverage in health insurance policies.   
 
Proposed guidance indicates that mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015.  For 2016 and beyond, however, a decision has not been communicated.  For example, HHS 
may develop an approach which excludes some of the state-mandated benefits and requires states to cover 
the additional costs related to subsidized members. 
 
These Commonwealth costs are described below in two parts: 
 


a) The Commonwealth will need to pay a portion of the premium for consumers eligible for federal 
premium subsidies and 


b) The Commonwealth will have to pay the cost of reduced cost sharing applicable to the mandated 
benefit for eligible consumers. 


 
If the Commonwealth were to select benchmark option #9 (i.e., GEHA Standard Option PPO plan) as the 
EHB benchmark plan, the Commonwealth would incur a cost associated with mandating medical foods, 
estimated to be $0.16 PMPM or $430,080,5 per year assuming 224,000 average monthly subsidized 
individual members being covered through the Exchange in 2014.  These costs will increase over time, as 
more people are anticipated to purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  Notwithstanding the so-
called individual mandate in the ACA, many states and industry experts working on designing Exchanges 
expect that the peak enrollment through Exchanges will not be seen until perhaps the third year of Exchange 
operation. The costs are estimated to grow to approximately $1 million6 in 2016 based on 467,000 average 
monthly subsidized members. 
 
Note that these costs represent item (a) from above – that is, the portion of the costs associated with paying 
for a portion of the premium subsidies only. Costs associated with (b) noted above are more difficult to 
quantify since they would be dependent on whether the mandated benefit was part of service that had 
reduced cost sharing (which is determined by the insurers, not the states) and the degree to which the 
benefit was utilized by those consumers eligible for the cost sharing reductions.    
 
 
3. Funding Options 
 
If the Commonwealth does continue to require mandated benefits above the level of EHB, either through 
benefits not included in one of the benchmark options (i.e., Option #9 does not cover the medical foods 
mandate) or through new mandates, potential funding sources to generate additional revenue are as follows:   
 


                                                      
5 $430,080 = $0.16 PMPM x 224,000 average members x 12 months enrolled 
6 $1 million = $0.18 PMPM x 467,000 average members x 12 months enrolled; two years of 6.5% trend is applied to $0.16 PMPM to 
arrive at $0.18 PMPM 
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Funding Option Advantages Disadvantages 


Insurer/Premium Fee – 
percentage of premium, per 
member enrolled fee, or variation 
applied to on and off Exchange 
insurers 
 
Note – Commonwealth would 
need to define which markets 
would be responsible for the fee 
(e.g., individual, small group, large 
group), and would need to 
consider how/whether it could be 
applied to self-funded plans 


ü Should not result in different 
premiums purchased on vs. 
off Exchange 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Assessing fee to a broader 
group will result in a lower 
cost per individual than fees 
charged on Exchange only, 
since it spreads costs across 
a larger number of people 


ü Predictable due to size of 
market the fee is spread 
across. 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing  fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates 


ü Individuals and businesses 
purchasing coverage outside 
the Exchange are required to 
pay a part of the premium of 
those who purchase through 
an Exchange and get federal 
subsidization.  


Insurer/Premium Fee on 
Exchange Only – similar to above 
fee, but collected from on 
Exchange insurers only 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 
 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates on Exchange 


ü Premiums for similar policies 
off Exchange may be cheaper 
than those on Exchange, 
resulting in possible adverse 
selection for off Exchange 
policies 


Exchange User Fee – percentage 
of premium or flat dollar amount 
collected from consumers or small 
business for policies issued on the 
Exchange.   
 


ü May be feasible to implement 
and collect ongoing through 
Exchange 


ü Can adjust amount as funding 
needs change 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 


ü May discourage participation 
in Exchange transactions due 
to extra cost 


ü May be difficult to estimate 
since fees are dependent on 
Exchange participation 


Exchange Revenue Models – third 
party(ies) sell products or services 
or advertise on the Exchange and 
the Commonwealth/Exchange 
receives a portion of the revenue 


ü No expected impact on cost of 
premiums purchased either on 
or off Exchange 


ü Additional services being 
offered on Exchange may 
result in more policies being 
purchased on the Exchange 


ü Revenue may be difficult to 
predict 


ü Potential to take time to 
incorporate into Exchange 
and collect revenue 
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As noted above, it is not clear how EHB will be defined for 2016 and later (i.e., after the transition period), 
which state-mandated benefits will be allowed to be part of that package, and the potential costs incurred by 
the Commonwealth. For example, HHS may remove some of the state-mandated benefits and require states 
to cover the additional costs related to subsidized members. The estimated cost of the relevant current state-
mandated benefits is $0.47 PMPM7 which translates to approximately $2.6 million8 per year assuming 
467,000 average consumers purchasing subsidized insurance on Exchange in 2016.  This amount may 
increase with any new mandated benefits enacted in the Commonwealth. 
 
4. Exemption from State-mandated Benefits for Policies Sold On Exchange 


 
The table below lists advantages and disadvantages associated with requiring state-mandated benefits for 
the off Exchange markets only.  Note that four of the relevant mandates will be required under federal law, 
regardless of Pennsylvania requirements. These four include childhood immunizations, emergency 
reimbursement, gynecological examinations/pap smear, and mammography screenings. Note that benefit 
mandates tend to increase costs for affected employers, making it harder to provide employee coverage and 
making it more likely that some employers will stop offering coverage. 


Requiring state-mandated benefits only for policies sold off Exchange  
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Allows for somewhat greater flexibility and innovation 
in benefit design for insurers 


Ø Inconsistent benefit packages off vs. on Exchange 


Ø Variation in options for consumers and small 
businesses 


Ø Potentially confusing for consumers and small 
businesses  


Ø No additional cost to the Commonwealth to cover a 
portion of the premium and cost sharing subsidies 


Ø Potential political and consumer resistance 


 
Requiring mandated benefits off Exchange would create an uneven marketplace in which benefits could 
differ causing differences in premium. The Exchange could have plans with lower premiums since those 
plans may not include state-mandated benefits.  This difference in premium could result in more people 
purchasing their insurance on the Exchange.   
 
 


E. Large Group Considerations 
Below we list some other considerations specifically for the large group market. 
 
1. EHB Applicability to Large Group Market 


 
The ACA does not require large group employers (currently defined as over 50 employees in Pennsylvania, 
but to be defined as over 100 employees effective 1/1/2016) to cover the EHB package in their insured 
plans.  The Commonwealth could examine the possibility of mandating the EHB package for the insured 
large group market.  The table below lists some advantages and disadvantages to consider: 
 


                                                      
7 $0.47 PMPM = $0.25 PMPM for mammography screenings + $0.16 PMPM for medical foods, both trended at 6.5% for two years. 
8 $2.6 million = $0.47 PMPM x 467,000 average monthly members x 12 months. 
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Requiring EHB for Large Group Market 
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Promotes consistency across markets  (i.e., individual, 
small group, and large group) 


Ø Potential resistance from large employers, due to 
resulting cost and administrative burdens 


Ø Easier for consumers to understand Ø Inconsistency between insured and self-funded benefit 
plans 


 
Note also that the ACA requirement for EHB does not apply to any self-insured plans or grandfathered plans. 
 
2. Impact on large group plans not subject to EHB requirements 
 


The ACA does not require that large group plans offer EHB.  However, large group plans may not impose 
annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB (but may impose non-dollar limits as can the individual and small 
group markets). In addition, large group plans may continue to impose annual and lifetime dollar limits on 
benefits that do not fall within the definition of EHB (just as individual and small group plans may).  
 
Therefore, large group employers will in any event need to evaluate the EHB against their plan designs and 
make appropriate adjustments to comply with the no annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB requirement.  
The EHB requirement is likely to impact the majority of the large group plans with annual and dollar 
maximums, since they will need to be adjusted so they don’t apply to EHB.  The ten benchmark options are 
generally consistent; however there are some differences (e.g., private duty nursing, infertility treatment) that 
could impact the number of revisions required in large group policies. 
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3. EHB Options 
 
This section of the report details the EHB benchmark plan options available to Pennsylvania. 
 
EHB must cover at least ten general categories of items and services specified in the ACA, as previously 
specified in the report.  The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options, as shown on the following 
pages, are reflective of the 46 benefit categories provided in HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  There is 
no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 benefit categories to be required to demonstrate 
compliance with the ten categories.    
 
Detailed benefit information was reviewed for the ten benchmark plan options and summarized in the table 
contained in the following pages.  The table presents the ten benchmark plan options across the columns 
and the benefits as rows of the table (note the detailed benefit rows identified in HHS’ delineation for the web 
portal are grouped into the ten ACA statutory required benefit categories as shown in light blue rows).  Also 
note the contents of each of the cells reflect a:  


o “Yes” if the benefit is covered without quantitative limits,  
o “No” if the benefit is not covered, or  
o Includes language to describe the quantitative limit that applies to the benefit. 


 
Some of the ten ACA required benefit categories were missing from the ten benchmark plan options, as 
indicated by the light yellow shading in the table. The supplementing process needed for these benefits is 
described in Section 4. 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


1 
Ambulatory Patient 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Primary Care to Treat An 
Illness or Injury Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialist Visit Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Other Practitioner Office 
Visit (Nurse, Physician 
Assistant) 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


  Private Duty Nursing 
Limit 240 hours 


per year 


Only for non-
hospitalizatio
n of acute-
illness or 


injury Not Specified 


Limit 240 hours 
per year and 8 
hours per day No 


Limit 240 hours per 
year and 8 hours 


per day No No No 


Limit 360 hours 
per calendar year 


for outpatient 
service.  Inpatient 


private duty 
nursing not 
included. 


  
Chiropractic Care/Spinal 
Manipulations 


Limit 20 visits 
per year Yes 


Limit 20 visits per 
year 


Yes; treatment 
plan required 


after six visits per 
year 


Subject to 60 
outpatient visit 


per year 
maximum 


Yes; treatment plan 
required after six 


visits per year 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiro


practic 
manipulations per 


year; benefits 
may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved 
areas 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiropr
actic manipulations 
per year; benefits 


may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved areas 


Limit 12 
chiropractic 


manipulations 
per year and 
$25 for x-rays 
per person per 


year 
Limit 20 visits per 


year 


  


Outpatient Facility Fee 
(e.g., Ambulatory Surgery 
Center) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Outpatient Surgery 
Physician/Surgical 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Non-Emergency Care 
When Traveling Outside 
the U.S. Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Home Health Care 
Services 


Limit 90 days 
per year 


Limit 60 
visits per 


year 
Limit 120 visits 


per year 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 
medically 
necessary 


days per 90-
day period 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 


hours per day 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 hours 


per day 


Limit 50 visits 
per year, up to 
2 hours per day 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Routine Dental Services 
(Adult) Not Specified No No No No No 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, 


radiographs, tests 
and lab tests, 


palliative 
treatment, 2 
prophylaxis 


(limited to 2 per 
person year, 


fluoride,  space 
maintenance, 
radio graphs, 


palliative 
treatment, space 


maintenance, 
amalgam 


restorations, filled 
or unfilled resin 


restorations, inlay 
restorations, 


other restorative 
care, extractions, 


oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, radio 


graphs (some 
limited to 4 
films/year), 


prophylaxis (limited 
to 2 per person per 


year), oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  Routine Eye Exam 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
program 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No No No 


Outpatient 
Vision therapy 


visits by an 
ophthalmologist 
or optometrist 


included 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 


  Routine Foot Care 
Only for 


diabetic care Not Specified 
Only for diabetic 


care 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for 
diabetic care; 
limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Covered when 
under treatment 


for a metabolic or 
peripheral 


vascular disease, 
such as diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment for 


a metabolic or 
peripheral vascular 
disease, such as 


diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment 
for a metabolic 
or peripheral 


vascular 
disease, such 
as diabetes 


Only for diabetic 
care 


  Infertility Treatment 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis and 
surgical 


treatment of 
the underlying 
medical cause; 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis 
and surgical 
treatment of 


the 
underlying 


medical 
cause, 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Counseling and 
voluntary 


sterilization 
covered.  All 


other services 
subject to $2,400 
combined lifetime 


limit. No No No 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; diagnosis 
and treatment 


of infertility 
covered with 


limits such as: 
$3,000 per 


person per year 


Artificial 
Insemination 
included only 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Acupuncture  Not Specified No Not Specified No No No 
Limit 24 visits per 


year Yes 


Limit 20 
procedures per 
person per year No 


  Cosmetic Surgery No No No No No No No No No No 


2 Emergency Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Emergency Room 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Emergency 
Transportation/Ambulance Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Urgent Care Centers or 
Facilities Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


3 Hospitalization YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Inpatient Hospital Services 
(e.g., Hospital Stay) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  
Inpatient Physician and 
Surgical Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Bariatric Surgery Yes Yes No No No No 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: Requiring 


Morbid Obesity 
Diagnosis for 2+ 


Years, 
participation in 
medical weight 
loss programs 
and nutritional 


counseling for 3+ 
months, 


psychological 
clearance, 


smoking/substan
ce abuse 


clearance, and 
evidence that 


prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 


18 and over 
where BMI >=40, 
or BMI >=35 w/1+ 


Co-Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such as: 


requires Morbid 
Obesity Diagnosis 


for 2+ Years, 
participation in 


medical weight loss 
programs and 


nutritional 
counseling for 3+ 


months, 
psychological 


clearance, 
smoking/substance 
abuse clearance, 
and evidence that 
prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 
18 and over where 
BMI >=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such 


as: requires 
documentation 


of failure to 
lower the BMI 
within the last 
12 months of 


diet and 
exercise of at 


least 6 months’ 
duration, must 


be over age 18, 
and have BMI 
>=40 or BMI 


between 35-40  
with Co-


Morbidities for 6 
months. 
Gastric 


restrictive 
procedures: 
Ages 18 and 


over where BMI 
>=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Limit 1 procedure 
per lifetime 


  
Long-Term/Custodial 
Nursing Home Care No No Not Specified No No No No No No 


Yes for Home 
Health Care 


Services 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Skilled Nursing Facility 


Unlimited: In 
network; limit 
100 days per 


benefit period: 
Out of network 


Limit 120 
days per 


member per 
year 


Limit 100 
inpatient days per 


year 
Limit 240 days 


per year 
Limit 180 days 


per year 
Limit 240 days per 


year 


Yes; Provides 
coverage only 


when Medicare 
Part A is primary 
and for days 21 - 


30. No 


Limit 14 days 
following acute 


care, up to 
$700 per day 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  Hospice Services Yes Yes Yes 
Limit $7,500 per 


lifetime 
Limit $7,500 
per lifetime 


Limit $7,500 per 
lifetime 


Yes; with limits 
on inpatient care 


such as: 
maximum of 7 


continuous days 
of coverage with 
each inpatient 


stay being 
separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 


Yes; with limits on 
inpatient care such 
as: maximum of 7 
continuous days of 
coverage with each 
inpatient stay being 


separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 
Limit $15,000 


per lifetime Yes 


4 
Maternity & Newborn 
Care YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Prenatal and Postnatal 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Delivery and All Inpatient 
Services for Maternity 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 


limits of up to 48 
hours after a 


regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a cesarean 
delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with inpatient 
stay limits of up to 
48 hours after a 
regular delivery 


and 96 hours after 
a cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 
limits of up to 


48 hours after a 
regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a 
cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary Yes 


5 


Mental Health & 
Substance Use Disorder 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Inpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days 


per year 


Limit 30 days per 
year for general 


and serious 
mental illness. 
Maximum 90 


days per lifetime 
for general 


mental illness.  


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day 
unless covered 


by per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit 
per covered 
day unless 
covered by 
per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day unless 
covered by per 


diem 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days per 


year 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; 
additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who 


have a 
diagnosis of 


autism 
spectrum 


disorder (limit 
of $36,000 per 


year). 


Limit 60 
visits per 
year for 
serious 
mental 


illness.  Limit 
20 visits per 


year for 
general 
mental 
illness. 


Limit 20 visits per 
year for general 
mental illness.  


Limit 60 visits per 
year for serious 
mental illness.  
Additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who have 


a diagnosis of 
autism spectrum 


disorder 
(diagnostic 


assessment limit 
1 per year). 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 20 visits per 
year; each 


inpatient visit can 
be exchanged for 


2 additional 
outpatient visits.  
Limit 60 visits for 
serious mental 


health  


  
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Inpatient Services Yes 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 30 
days per 


year; limit 90 
days per 
lifetime 
Detox: 


unlimited 
days per 
year at 


participating 
centers/limit 
7 days per 
admission 
and non-


participating 
centers; limit 
4 admissions 
per lifetime 


(participating 
and non-


participating 
combined) 


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 30 days per 
year; limit 90 


days per lifetime. 
Each inpatient 


visit can be 
exchanged for 2 


additional 
outpatient visits.   


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


 
 


 
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


visits 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 60 
visits per 
year; limit 


120 visits per 
lifetime. 30 


full or partial 
session visits 


of the 60 
visits may be 
exchanged 
on a 2 for 1 
basis for up 


to 
15 non-
hospital 


residential 
substance 


abuse 
treatment 


days. 
Detox: 


unlimited 


Limit 30 non-
hospital days per 
year and 90 non-
hospital days per 
lifetime.  Limit 60 
visits per year for 
outpatient care 
and transitional 


partial 
hospitalization.  


Up to 30 inpatient 
days can be 


exchanged on a 
2 for 1 basis to 
secure up to 15 


additional 
outpatient days. 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 visits per 
calendar year; 


limit 120 visits per 
lifetime 


6 Prescription Drugs YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  Generic Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Preferred Brand Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Non-Preferred Brand 
Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialty Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


7 


Rehabilitative & 
Habilitative Services & 
Devices NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Services 


Yes; physical 
medicine limit 
20 visits per 


year.  Limit 20 
ST visits and 
20 OT visits 


per year. 


Yes; limit 30 
visits per 


year 
combined for 
PT/OT; limit 
30 visits per 
year for ST 


Yes; limit 45 
inpatient days per 
year (combined 


limit for 
PT/ST/OT); limit 


30 outpatient 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/ST/OT) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; subject 
to combined 
OP visit limit 


of 60 visits per 
year 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; limit 75 visits 
per year 


(individual or 
combined limit for 
PT/ST/OT), plus 


cognitive 
rehabilitation 


therapy 


Yes; limit 50 visits 
per year (individual 
or combined limit 


for PT/ST/OT), plus 
cognitive 


rehabilitation 
therapy 


Yes; limit 60 
visits per year 
combined for 


PT/OT; limit 30 
visits per year 


for ST (a visit is 
defined as 2 


hours or less of 
care) 


Yes; with limits 
such as: cardiac 


rehabilitation 
therapy limited to 
36 visits per year, 
orthoptic/pleoptic 
therapy limited to 


8 session per 
lifetime, 


pulmonary 
rehabilitation 


therapy limited to 
36 sessions per 


year; limit 30 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/OT); limit 
20 visits per year 


for ST 


  Habilitation Services** No No No No No No No No No No 


  
Durable Medical 
Equipment Yes 


Limit $2,500 
per year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Hearing Aids No No No No No No 


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 
children up to 
age 22; limit 


$1,250 per 36 
months for adults 


ages 22+  


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 


children up to age 
22; limit $1,250 per 


36 months for 
adults ages 22+ 


Limit $500 per 
ear payable 


every five years No 


8 Laboratory Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Diagnostic Test (X-Ray 
and Laboratory Tests) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Imaging (CT/PET Scans, 
MRIs) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


9 


Preventive & Wellness 
Services & Chronic 
Disease Management YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  


Preventive 
Care/Screening/ 
Immunization 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; 
specified list 
of services 


and 
frequencies 


including 
routine adult 


physical 
exams 


limited to 1 
every 12 
months 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


  Weight Loss Program No No 
Limit $150 per 


year 
No; Online health 


coaching only 


No; Online 
health 


coaching only 
No; Online health 


coaching only No No No 


Yes; nutrition 
counseling 
included 


10 


Pediatric Services, 
Including Oral & Vision 
Care NO NO NO NO NO NO YES YES YES NO 


  
Dental Check-Up for 
Children 


Not specifically 
included/ 
excluded 


beyond regular 
limits No No No No No Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  
Routine Eye Exam for 
Children 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
programs 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Yes; limit 1 
exam per 


person per year 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Eye Glasses for Children 


Not specifically 
included/exclud


ed beyond 
regular limits 


Not 
specifically 


included/excl
uded beyond 
regular limits No No No No 


Limited one pair 
of eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per 


incident with 
limits such as 


those prescribed 
to correct an 
impairment 


directly caused 
by a single 
instance of 


accidental ocular 
injury or 


intraocular 
surgery 


Limited one pair of 
eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per incident 
with limits such as 
those prescribed to 


correct an 
impairment directly 
caused by a single 


instance of 
accidental ocular 


injury or intraocular 
surgery 


First pair of 
contact lenses 


or standard 
ocular implant 


lenses if 
required to 
correct an 
impairment 


existing after 
intraocular 
surgery or 


accidental injury Yes 


  Other                     


  
Most Recent 
Membership Snapshot 39,500*** Not Available 19,404             25,506 


  Date of Snapshot 3/31/2012 3/31/2012 3/31/2012             3/31/2012 


Department of Human Health and Services provided no mapping of the 10 ACA benefit categories to the 46 HHS defined categories; an exact mapping is not possible due to lack of definitions for categories 
and overlap in categories; mapping is therefore approximate      
            
      
*Some plans classify the brand prescription drug benefit by multi-source and single-source brand rather than preferred and non-preferred brand. While these two classifications are not equivalent in all cases, in 
general terms they indicate similar levels of coverage.      
**Habilitation benefits are not specified, and as such will need to be supplemented.   
***Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central basis.     
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4. Data, Methodology & 
Assumptions 


 
This section of the report provides background on the data, methodology and assumptions used in the 
analysis. 
 
 
A. Data 
Data was provided primarily through the Department and consisted of the following items. 
 
1. Benefit and Enrollment Information on the ten Benchmark Options 


 
The table below shows information received on the ten benchmark options.  The first three rows represent 
the largest three small group plans within each of the three largest small group products.  The three largest 
small group products were identified in the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight’s 
(“CCIIO”) “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest Three Small Group Products by State” memo issued 
July 3, 2012 (see Appendix A) and confirmed by the Department.   
 
Although the Department confirmed the three largest small group products, upon reviewing data reported to 
the Department by the insurers, the Department is not sure that the CCIIO ranking was accurate.  The 
enrollment reported by CCIIO for the Highmark Health Insurance Company represented only the 
membership in that product for Highmark’s Western region and did not acknowledge the membership in that 
product in Highmark’s Central region. If total membership were examined for the Highmark product, it would 
be the largest product in the small group market. At this time, it is unclear whether CCIIO will revise its 
product enrollment numbers to reflect this distinction or whether it will maintain its original determination for 
what would serve as the default in Pennsylvania.  
 
Note that most commonly purchased riders for plans with the largest enrollment were also reviewed (e.g., 
HealthAssurance’s pharmacy rider).  However, separate plans covering dental or vision benefits and benefit 
coverage under health reimbursement accounts were not reviewed for this study, since those plans were not 
indicated as part of the EHB determination process in the federal guidance. 
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Insurer Name Plan Name 
Rider(s) 


Provided? 
Plan 


Enrollment9 
Product 


Type 


Plan Document 
Analyzed and 
Effective Year 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
m


al
l G


ro
up


 P
la


ns
 Highmark Health 


Insurance 
Company 


Premium PPO Blue 
$10 


Yes 39,50010 PPO 


Certificate of 
Coverage 


(COC); 
6/1/2012 


Aetna Health 
Inc. (a PA 
corporation) 


Aetna Health 
Maintenance 
Organization 


Yes 
Not 


Available11 
POS 


COC; 
Effective year 
not specified  


HealthAssurance 
PA, Inc. 


Plan 91234 - $2,500 
Deductible, 100% 
Coinsurance 


Yes 19,404 PPO 


COC; 


Effective year 
not specified 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
ta


te
 


E
m


pl
oy


ee
 In


su
re


rs
 


Highmark Health 
Insurance 
Company 


Highmark PPO N/A   


Summary Plan 
Design (SPD); 
SPD Released 


7/1/2012 


Capital 
BlueCross 


Keystone Health 
Plan Central HMO 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


United 
Healthcare 


United Healthcare 
Consumer Directed 
Health Plan 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t F
ed


er
al


 E
m


pl
oy


ee
 


H
ea


lth
 B


en
ef


it 
In


su
re


rs
 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Standard Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Basic Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 
Government 
Employees 
Health 
Association 
(GEHA) 


Standard Option N/A  PPO 
SPD; 


SPD Released 
1/1/2012 


MetLife FEDVIP Dental N/A  
Stand-
Alone 
Dental 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


La
rg


es
t 


C
om


m
er


ci
al


  
(n


on
-


M
ed


ic
ai


d)
 


H
M


O
 


Keystone Health 
Plan East 


Blue Solutions 
(Small Group) HMO 
5/5.1 


Yes 25,506 PPO 
COC; 


Effective Date 
1/1/2012 


                                                      
9 See Appendix A – CCIIO 12/16/11 Memo page 9 
10 Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central 
basis 
11 Aetna’s HMO plan (POS) is one of the Commonwealth’s largest three small group products, however enrollment at the plan level 
could not be provided 
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2. Commonwealth-specific Mandated Benefits 


 
The Department provided a list of 26 state-mandated benefits for accidental and health insurance policies 
which are summarized in Appendix B.  
 
3. Commonwealth Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 


 
The Department provided benefit descriptions of the current Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits used in 
the Section 2 analysis.  
 
 
In performing our analysis, we relied on data and other information provided to us by the insurers (through 
the Department) and available publicly. We have not audited or verified this data. If the underlying 
information is inaccurate or incomplete, the results of our analysis may likewise be inaccurate or incomplete.   
 
 


B. Methodology 
In order to summarize the information and analyze EHB options, we: 
 


1. determined the level of detail to be included in the comparison,  
2. determined which options needed to be supplemented in order to be cover missing benefit 


categories, and  
3. reviewed the mandated benefits to determine applicability to EHB and determined which mandates 


were included in each of the options.  
 
Each of these steps is described in more detail below: 
 
1. Level of Detail 
 
The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options as shown in the Section 3 table are reflective of 
the 46 benefit categories provided in the HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  According to the Appendix 
G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package referenced in that final rule, HHS will be 
collecting information from the insurers summarized into 46 (45 plus “other”) benefit elements. For purposes 
of this analysis, these benefit categories were grouped into the one of the ten ACA statutory benefit 
categories. Note that there is no federal guidance on how the 45 services should map into the ten ACA 
required benefit categories, if at all.  Further, there is no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 
benefit categories to be required to demonstrate compliance with the ten categories, but since it is the data 
being collected for the web portal, and the final rule recognizes that the data will be helpful in defining the 
EHB, it is unlikely that HHS will expand beyond these 46 categories. 


 
We determined whether or not a benefit was covered or limited by reviewing the plan documents provided. 
Note that the benefits included in the table in Section 3 do not constitute a complete list of every benefit 
included in every benchmark plan; it does include all benefits specified by the federal rule on EHB data 
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collection. Also note that the benefit table in Section 3 does not reflect a complete list of benefits, benefit 
limits, or other overall service limits that may be included in one of the ten benchmark options. 
 
2. Supplements 
 
The ACA requires that the EHB cover each of the ten benefit categories and in the instance where a 
category is missing from a benchmark plan, the benchmark must be supplemented to cover the category.  
Federal guidance to date is ambiguous as to how states may determine whether a plan covers the ten 
required ACA benefit categories.  The approach followed for this analysis is to determine whether some 
coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to 
require supplementation in any case in which a benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified 
service area (e.g. hospitalization, pediatric oral services). 


If benefits do need to be supplemented, they may be substituted with the relevant benefit category coverage 
from one of the other benchmark options.12 For example, because the following specific benefit categories 
are not now included in health plan coverage, the HHS guidance has additional instructions for 
supplementing them: 


                                                      
12 However, in a state with a default benchmark plan (i.e., the state did not select the EHB), the benchmark plan would be supplemented   
using the largest plan in the benchmark type.  Refer to EHB Bulletin for additional information. 
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Benefit Categories Supplemental Option per HHS Estimated Costs 


Habilitation Services 


May be supplemented with either of two 
options: 


• Offer habilitative services at parity 
with rehabilitative services or 


• Insurers could decide which 
habilitative services would be 
covered.  


Habilitative Services were estimated 
to be $2.48 PMPM assuming parity 
with the rehabilitative services and 
reflecting assumptions for differences 
in utilization and mix of services. 


 


Pediatric Oral 
Services 


May be supplemented by either of the 
two options: 


• The FEDVIP dental plan with the 
largest national enrollment, or 


• The Commonwealth’s CHIP 
program. 


Pediatric Oral Services were 
estimated from two plan designs: 


• $13.65 PMPM was estimated for 
the FEDVIP plan (for the High 
Option since it had the largest 
enrollment). 


• $11.79 PMPM was estimated for 
the individual and small group 
market based on the CHIP plan 
design. 


Note, for purposes of this study, we 
used the larger of these amounts 
($13.65 PMPM) in the analysis. 


Pediatric Vision 
Services 


May be supplemented by FEDVIP vision 
plan with the largest enrollment 


Pediatric Vision Services were 
estimated to be $0.45 PMPM for the 
FEDVIP plan (for the High Option 
since it had the largest enrollment). 


 
3. State-specific Benefit Mandates 


 
The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Twelve of the 26 mandated 
benefits were applicable to EHB because they did impact covered medical services. Other mandates did not 
impact the coverage of specific benefits or providers.  For example, some mandates addressed provider 
reimbursement or continuation of coverage under certain circumstances.   


 
For the applicable mandates, we produced cost estimates for those benefits whose cost was determined to 
be greater than $0.10 PMPM, which was the threshold established for this study.  Only the mammography 
screenings and medical foods mandates exceed this threshold. 
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C. Assumptions 
EHB regulatory clarifications and rules continue to evolve and are not yet complete. For example, HHS 
issued the EHB Data Collection Final Rules during the preparation of this report.  Also, HHS recently verbally 
instructed states to provide more detailed information on the drug coverage included in the EHB. We have 
reflected the federal guidance currently available, as shown in Appendix A; given the absence of either 
proposed or final rules on EHB, we collaborated with the Department to make decisions on what to include in 
the analysis. 
 
Also, we reviewed plan documents provide by the Department and did not confirm that they reflected the 
plans with the largest enrollment.  The plan documents were reviewed to complete the benefits and 
limitations as noted in the table in Section 3; however, the Commonwealth should reference the plan 
documents for exact details on limitations.   
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Appendix A – Federal Guidance  
 


Federal guidance has been provided in the following documents: 


• The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (“ACA”): Sec. 1302. Essential Health Benefits 
Requirements; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf 


• ASPE Research Brief: “Essential Health Benefits: Comparing Benefits in Small Group Products and 
State and Federal Employee Plans”; December 2011; 
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; July 3, 2012; http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-
smgroup-products-7-2-2012.pdf.PDF  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; January 25, 2012; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125
.pdf   


• CCIIO Bulletin: “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; December 16, 2011; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf  


• Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Memo in response to CCIIO Bulletin: 
“Frequently Asked Questions on Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


• HHS Proposed Rules Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of 
Entities for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; June 7, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 
108; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf 


• HHS Final Rule Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of Entities 
for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; July 20, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 140; 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf 


• Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (45 CFR Part 159): Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995; Appendix G and H-3; https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing-Items/CMS1247405.html 


  



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf

http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
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Appendix B – State-Mandated Benefits Summary  


The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Fourteen of the 26 mandated benefits were not applicable to EHB because they do not 
mandate coverage of a specific medical service (i.e., they did not impact eligible expenses).  Large Group Insurance mandates currently do not affect the EHB study for 
2014 & 2015 when small group is defined as 50 or fewer employees; but should be revisited in 2016 when the definition of a small group is increased to 100 or fewer 
employees. 


Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


1 
Alcohol/ 
Substance 
Abuse 


Act 106 of 1989, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §§908-1 – 
908-8 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI-
A);  
 
31 Pa Code 
§§89.601 - 89.623 


Inpatient Benefits 
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and Dietary Services 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addiction, counselor and trained staff services 
[3] Diagnostic x-ray 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory testing 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies 
Treatment under this section may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any covered individual of four 
admissions for detoxification and reimbursement per admissions may be limited to seven (7) days 
of treatment or an equivalent amount.  
Inpatient detoxification services which are included as a covered benefit under Article VI-A of the 
act (40 P. S. § §  908-1—908-8) shall be provided in a facility which meets Department of Health 
minimum drug and alcohol standards for client-to-staff ratios and staff qualifications and which is 
one of the following: 
   (1)  A hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 157  
   (2)  A psychiatric hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 Subchapter K (relating to 
standards for inpatient hospital drug and alcohol activities offered in a freestanding psychiatric 
hospital)  
   (3)  A freestanding treatment facility licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 (relating to 
standards for licensure of freestanding treatment facilities) and which has a written affiliation 
agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and psychiatric or psychological support 
services. 
   (4)  A health care facility issued a certificate of compliance under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 711 
(relating to standards for certification of treatment activities which are a part of a health care 
facility) and which has a written affiliation agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and 
psychiatric or psychological support services. 
 


Outpatient Benefits 
Outpatient Alcohol or Other Drug Services. Minimal additional treatment as a covered benefit 
under this article shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[2] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[3] Family counseling and intervention. 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
Treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a minimum of thirty 
outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial visits per year. Treatment may be subject to a 
lifetime limit, for any covered individual, of 120 outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial 
visits. In addition, treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a 
minimum of 30 separate sessions of outpatient or partial hospitalization services per year, which 
may be exchanged on a two-to-one basis to secure up to 15 additional non-hospital, residential 
alcohol treatment days. 


 
Other Benefits 


 ü  ü  ü  Yes  
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


Non-hospital Residential Alcohol or Other Drug Services: Minimal additional treatment as a 
covered benefit shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and dietary services. 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[3] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[4] Family counseling and intervention. 
[5] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[6] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
The treatment under this section shall be covered, as required by this act, for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days per year for residential care. Treatment may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any 
covered individual, of ninety (90) days. The minimum of 30 days per year may not be exchanged 
for outpatient alcohol treatment services. 


2 Conversion 


§2 of P.L. 807 of 
Dec. 9, 1955, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §756.2 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Most group accident and sickness policies providing hospital, surgical or major medical expense 
coverage contain a conversion privilege, whereby an employee or member whose insurance under 
the group policy has been terminated for any reason and who has been continuously insured under 
the group policy for at least three months immediately prior to termination, shall be entitled to have 
issued to him by the insurer a policy of health insurance. The converted policy may not contain 
provisions less favorable to the insured than the group policy. 


 ü  ü   No 


3 


Serious Mental 
Illness (for 
groups of 50 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 150 of 1998, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §764g (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


General Benefits 
Health insurance policies shall provide coverage for serious mental illnesses as defined by the 
American Psychiatric Association, including: 
Schizophrenia; bipolar disorder; obsessive-compulsive disorder;  major depressive disorder; panic 
disorder;  anorexia nervosa; bulimia nervosa;  schizo-affective disorder; and delusional disorder. 


Inpatient Benefits 
The plan requires coverage for “serious mental illnesses” that meet at least these minimum 
standards: 
1. 30 inpatient days per year 
2. 60 outpatient visits per year 
3. The ability to convert inpatient days to outpatient visits at the rate of one inpatient day for two 
outpatient visits. The plan does not require (or prohibit) conversion of outpatient days to inpatient 
days. 


 


 


ü   No 


4 


Autism Services 
(for groups of 
51 or more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764h (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI Section 
(b)) 


(a)  A health insurance policy or government program covered under this section shall provide to 
covered individuals or recipients under twenty-one (21) years of age coverage for the diagnostic 
assessment of autism spectrum disorders and for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders. 
(b)  Coverage provided under this section by an insurer shall be subject to a maximum benefit of 
thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000) per year but shall not be subject to any limits on the number of 
visits to an autism service provider for treatment of autism spectrum disorders. After December 30, 
2011, the Insurance Commissioner shall, on or before April 1 of each calendar year, publish in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin an adjustment to the maximum benefit equal to the change in the United 
States Department of Labor Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) in the 
preceding year, and the published adjusted maximum benefit shall be applicable to the following 
calendar years to health insurance policies issued or renewed in those calendar years. Payments 
made by an insurer on behalf of a covered individual for treatment of a health condition unrelated to 
or distinguishable from the individual's autism spectrum disorder shall not be applied toward any 
maximum benefit established under this subsection. 


 


 


ü   No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


5 


Colorectal 
Screening (for 
groups of 51 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764i (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are fifty (50) years of age or older shall 
include, but not be limited to: 
(i) An annual fecal occult blood test. 
(ii) A sigmoidoscopy, a screening barium enema or a test consistent with approved medical 
standards and practices to detect colon cancer, at least once every five (5) years. 
(iii) A colonoscopy at least once every ten (10) years. 
(2) Coverage for symptomatic covered individuals shall include a colonoscopy, sigmoidoscopy or 
any combination of colorectal cancer screening tests at a frequency determined by a treating 
physician. 
(3) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are at high or increased risk for 
colorectal cancer who are under fifty (50) years of age shall include a colonoscopy or any 
combination of colorectal cancer screening tests in accordance with the American Cancer Society 
guidelines on screening for colorectal cancer published as of January 1, 2008. 
 
Applicable definitions:  
(2) “Colonoscopy” means an examination of the rectum and the entire colon using a lighted 
instrument called a colonoscope. 
(3) “Colorectal cancer screening” means any of the following procedures that are furnished to an 
individual for the purpose of early detection of colorectal cancer: 
(i) Screening fecal-occult blood or fecal immunochemical test. 
(ii) Screening flexible sigmoidoscopy. 
(iii) Screening colonoscopy. 
(iv) Screening barium enema. 
(v) Screening test consistent with approved medical standards and practices to detect colon cancer. 


 


 


ü  ü  No 


6 
Mini-COBRA 
(for groups of 2-
19 employees) 


Act 2 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764j (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Continuation shall only be available to a covered employee or eligible dependent who has been 
continuously insured under a group policy, or for similar benefits under any group policy which it 
replaced, during the entire three-month period ending with such termination. If employment is 
reinstated during the continuation period, then coverage under the group policy must be reinstated 
for the covered employee and any eligible dependents who were covered under continuation. 
(2) Continuation shall not be available for any person covered under the group policy who: 
(i) Is covered or is eligible for coverage under Medicare; 
(ii) Fails to verify that he is ineligible for employer-based group health insurance as an eligible 
dependent; or 
(iii) Is or could be covered by any other insured or uninsured arrangement which provides hospital, 
surgical or major medical coverage for individuals in a group and under which the person was not 
covered immediately prior to such termination, excluding the Medical Assistance Program 
established under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31, No. 21), [FN1] known as the “Public Welfare 
Code,” the children's health care program established under Article XXIII [FN2] or the Adult Basic 
Coverage Insurance Program established under chapter 13 of the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L. 755, 
No. 77), [FN3] known as the “Tobacco Settlement Act,” and any successors thereto. 
(3) Continuation must include any benefits provided under the group policy. 
(4)(i) The group policy shall provide notice to the policyholder of the rights provided under this 
section. Unless already provided in the group policy, an insurer who has issued a group policy in 
effect as of the effective date of this section shall provide such notice to the policyholder within forty-
five days of the effective date. 
(5)(i) The covered employee or eligible dependent requesting the continuation of coverage must pay 
to the administrator or its designee, on a monthly basis, the amount of contribution required to be 
paid by the covered employee or eligible dependent to continue the coverage. 


 ü    No 


7 Adult Children 


Act 4 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752.1 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Expands health insurance coverage for children of insured parents. It allows adults up through and 
including the age of 29, at the insured employee's expense, under certain conditions, to remain 
covered by their parents’ health insurance. Those eligible children are: 
  • unmarried 
  • have no dependents 
  • are residents of the commonwealth or enrolled as a fulltime student at an institution of higher 
education and 
  • are not provided private insurance coverage or enrolled in, or eligible for, government benefits. 
The coverage occurs at the discretion of the employer and does not preclude an increase in 
premiums related to covering children for these additional years. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer 
Hormone 
Treatment 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764b (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Inpatient and Outpatient Benefits 
Whenever any individual or group health, sickness or accident insurance policy...providing hospital 
or medical/surgical coverage includes within their coverage benefits for cancer chemotherapy and 
cancer hormone treatments and services which have been approved by the United States Food 
and Drug Administration for general use in treatment of cancer, the covered individual shall be 
entitled to benefits for cancer chemotherapy and cancer hormone treatments, whether performed 
in a physician's office, in an outpatient department of a hospital, in a hospital as a hospital 
inpatient or in any other medically appropriate treatment setting. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations 


Act 35 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
 
40 P.S. §§3501 – 
3508 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 15); 
 
 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.801 -89.809 


...any health insurance policy...by any health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance 
benefits applicable under the policy include coverage for child immunizations. A health insurance 
policy shall provide for coverage for medically necessary booster doses of all immunizing agents 
used in child immunizations. 
 
Benefits for child immunization services shall be exempt from deductible or dollar limit provisions in a 
health insurance policy. This exemption must be explicitly provided for in the policy.  Copays and 
coinsurances may still apply; 
 
A health insurance policy which is not exempt from this subchapter under §  89.809 (relating to 
exempt policies) and which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth on or after November 22, 1992, shall include coverage for child immunizations. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


10 
Diabetic 
Supplies & 
Education 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764e (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


[Policies] shall provide coverage of the equipment, supplies and outpatient self-management training 
and education, including medical nutrition therapy for the treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes, 
insulin-using diabetes, gestational diabetes and noninsulin-using diabetes if prescribed by a health 
care professional legally authorized to prescribe such items under law. The benefits specified in this 
section may be provided through a combination of policies, contracts, certificates or riders, including 
major medical contracts. 
 
Outpatient Benefits 
Equipment and supplies shall include the following: blood glucose monitors, monitor supplies, 
insulin, injection aids, syringes, insulin infusion devices, pharmacological agents for controlling blood 
sugar and orthotics. 
Diabetes outpatient self-management training and education shall be provided under the supervision 
of a licensed health care professional with expertise in diabetes to ensure that persons with diabetes 
are educated as to the proper self-management and treatment of their diabetes, including 
information on proper diets. Coverage for self-management education and education relating to diet 
and prescribed by a licensed physician shall include: 
(1) visits medically necessary upon the diagnosis of diabetes; 
(2) visits under circumstances whereby a physician identifies or diagnoses a significant change in 
the patient's symptoms or conditions that necessitates changes in a patient's self-management; and 
(3) where a new medication or therapeutic process relating to the person's treatment and/or 
management of diabetes has been identified as medically necessary by a licensed physician. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement 


Act 112 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3041 – 
3042 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10C) 


An insurer shall reimburse an insured or provider for medically necessary services that are provided 
in a hospital emergency facility due to a medical emergency. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / 
Pap Smear 


Act 20 of 1994, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1571 – 
1577 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in 
this Commonwealth by a health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance benefits 
applicable under the policy include coverage for periodic health maintenance to include: 
(1) Annual gynecological examination, including a pelvic examination and clinical breast 
examination. 
(2) Routine pap smears in accordance with the recommendations of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


13 Hearing Aid 
Coverage 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764f (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Applies to Medicare and Medicaid program coverage: Any insurer that underwrites Medicare or 
Medicaid insurance for insureds residing in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage in such 
insurance for a hearing aid sold in accordance with section 403 of the act of November 24, 1976 
(P.L. 1182, No. 262), [FN1] known as the “Hearing Aid Sales Registration Law.” ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


14 
Inclusion of 
Child Medical 
Support 


Act 114 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
23 Pa. C.S.A. §4326 
(Title 23 Pa. C.S.A., 
Part V, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter B) 


In every proceeding to establish or modify an order which requires the payment of child support, the 
court shall ascertain the ability of each parent to provide health care coverage for the children of the 
parties, and the order shall provide health care coverage for each child as appropriate.  If the court 
finds that health care coverage is not available to either parent at a reasonable cost on an 
employment-related or other group basis, the court shall order either parent or both parents to obtain 
for the parties' children health insurance coverage which is available at reasonable cost. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


15 Mammography 
Screenings 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764c (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Policies shall provide coverage for mammographic examinations. The minimum coverage required 
shall include all costs associated with a mammogram every year for women 40 years of age or older 
and with any mammogram based on a physician's recommendation for women under 40 years of 
age. Prior to payment for a screening mammogram, insurers shall verify that the screening 
mammography service provider is properly licensed by the department in accordance with the act of 
July 9, 1992 (P.L. 449, No. 93), known as the “Mammography Quality Assurance Act.” [FN3] Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to cover the surgical procedure known as 
mastectomy or to prevent application of deductible or copayment provisions contained in the policy 
or plan. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Act 51 of 1997, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764d (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Every health care policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth by a health care insurer which provides coverage for the surgical procedure known 
as mastectomy shall also include coverage for: 
(i) prosthetic devices; 
(ii) physical complications including lymphedemas; and 
(iii) reconstructive surgery incident to any mastectomy in a manner determined in consultation with 
the attending physician and the patient. Written notice of the availability of such coverage shall be 
delivered to the participant upon enrollment and annually thereafter. 
 
Inpatient Benefits 
Policies described in this subsection shall provide coverage for inpatient care following a 
mastectomy for the length of stay that the treating physician determines is necessary to meet 
generally accepted criteria for safe discharge.  
 
Outpatient Benefits 
No health insurance policy delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after 
the effective date of this section shall require outpatient care following a mastectomy performed in a 
health care facility. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


17 Maternity 


Act 85 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1581-
1584 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


(a) General rule.--Every health insurance policy that provides maternity benefits and is delivered, 
issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after the effective date of this act shall 
provide coverage for a minimum of 48 hours of inpatient care following normal vaginal delivery and 
96 hours of inpatient care following Caesarean delivery. 
 
(b) Other lengths of stay.--In addition to the coverage in subsection (a), a health insurance policy 
may also provide for a shorter length of stay, but only if the treating or attending physician 
determines that the mother and newborn meet medical criteria for safe discharge contained within 
guidelines developed by or in cooperation with treating physicians which recognize treatment 
standards, including those of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, that determine appropriate length of stay based upon, but not 
limited to, the following: the evaluation of the antepartum, intrapartum and postpartum course of the 
mother and infant; the gestational stage, birth weight and clinical condition of the infant; the 
demonstrated ability of the mother to care for the infant post-discharge; and the availability of the 
post-discharge follow-up care to verify the condition of the infant and mother within 48 hours after 
discharge. 
 
(c) Home health care visits.--The health insurance policy shall provide coverage for at least one 
home health care visit within 48 hours after discharge when discharge occurs prior to the times set 
forth in subsection (a). Such visits shall be made by a licensed health care provider whose scope of 
practice includes post-partum care. Home health care visits shall include parent education, 
assistance and training in breast and bottle feeding, infant screening and clinical tests and the 
performance of any necessary maternal and neonatal physical assessments. At the mother's sole 
discretion, any visits may occur at the facility of the provider. The health insurance policy shall not 
include any copayment, coinsurance or deductible amount for any post-partum home health care 
visits. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


18 Medical Foods 


Act 191 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3901-
3909 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 19) 


Applies to certain group or individual plans that cover prescription drugs: Any health insurance 
policy...shall provide that the health insurance benefits applicable under the policy include coverage 
for the cost of nutritional supplements (formulas) as medically necessary for the therapeutic 
treatment of phenylketonuria, branched-chain ketonuria, galactosemia and homocystinuria as 
administered under the direction of a physician. 
 
These will be exempt from deductible provisions. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


19 Newborn 
Children 


Act 81 of 1975, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§771 – 774 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.201 - 89.209 


The coverage for newborn children shall consist of coverage of injury or sickness including the 
necessary care and treatment of medically diagnosed congenital defects, birth abnormalities, 
prematurity and routine nursery care, but need not include routine well-baby care, immunizations 
and medical examinations or tests not necessary for the treatment of a covered injury, illness, defect, 
deformity or disease except to the extent that such coverages are provided the insured or for 
dependent children under the same class of coverage for the first 31 days after the date of birth. 
 
Definitions:  
Routine nursery care—Hospital or other qualified health care institution, room, board or 
miscellaneous institutional care or care rendered by a licensed medical practitioner, performing 
within the scope of his license, associated with hospital confinement.  
Routine well-baby care—Expense for which coverage is available under a form to a covered person 
for preventive health care, rendered either on an inpatient or outpatient basis, not associated with 
treatment of an ill or injured person, such as, but not limited to, immunizations, medical examinations 
or tests not necessary for the treatment of covered injuries, illnesses, birth defects, deformities or 
diseases, and hospital room, board or miscellaneous institutional expenses. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


20 


Physically 
Handicapped 
Or Mentally 
Retarded 
Dependent 


§1 of P.L. (1967) 969 
(Jan. 18, 1968), as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752(A)(9) 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.82(b) 


A policy under which coverage of a dependent of a policyholder terminates at a specified age shall, 
with respect to an unmarried child covered by the policy prior to the attainment of the age of nineteen 
who is incapable of self-sustaining employment by reason of mental retardation or physical handicap 
and who became so incapable prior to attainment of age nineteen and who is chiefly dependent 
upon such policyholder for support and maintenance, not so terminate while the policy remains in 
force and the dependent remains in such condition, if the policyholder has within thirty-one days of 
such dependent's attainment of the limiting age submitted proof of such dependent's incapacity as 
described herein. The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall not require an insurer to insure a 
dependent who is a mentally retarded or physically handicapped child where the policy is 
underwritten on evidence of insurability based on health factors set forth in the application or where 
such dependent does not satisfy the conditions of the policy as to any requirement for evidence of 
insurability or other provisions of the policy, satisfaction of which is required for coverage thereunder 
to take effect. In any such case the terms of the policy shall apply with regard to the coverage or 
exclusion from coverage of such dependent. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


21 


Dental Care for 
Special Needs 
and Young 
Children 


Act 94 of July 5, 
2012 (eff. 1/1/13) 


Every Health Insurance Policy shall provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated medical 
costs provided to an eligible dental patient.  This act shall not be construed to require coverage for 
dental care for which general anesthesia is provided. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
general anesthesia for dental care rendered for temporal mandibular joint disorders. "Eligible dental 
patient" is defined as a patient who is seven years of age or younger or developmentally disabled for 
whom a successful result cannot be expected for treatment under local anesthesia and for whom a 
superior result can be expected for treatment under general anesthesia. 
 
Dental Care is defined as the diagnosis, treatment, planning and implementation of services directed 
at the prevention and treatment of diseases, conditions and dysfunctions relating to the oral cavity 
and its associated structures and their impact upon the human body or the implementation of 
professional dental care provided to dental patients by a legally qualified dentist or physician 
operating within the scope of the dentist's or physician's training and licensure. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


22 


Licensed 
Certified Nurse 
Midwife 
Services 


Act 168 of 1981, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3001 – 
3003 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.451 (Statement 
of Policy) 


Whenever an insurance policy, contract or certificate or health services reimbursement program 
provides for reimbursement for any health care service which is within those areas of practice for 
which a midwife may be licensed pursuant to the act of April 4, 1929 (P.L.160, No.155) or pursuant 
to statute in the state where the service is delivered, the insured or any other person covered by the 
policy, contract or certificate, or health services reimbursement program shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly licensed physician or an 
osteopath or a duly licensed certified nurse midwife practicing within those areas for which the 
certified nurse midwife is licensed in the state where the licensed certified nurse midwife is 
practicing. Whenever such service is performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife and 
reimbursed by a professional health services plan corporation, the licensed certified nurse midwife 
shall be granted such rights of participation, plan admission and registration as may be granted by 
the professional health services plan corporation, under 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional 
health services plan corporations) to a physician or osteopath performing such service. When 
payment is made for health care services performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife, no 
payment or reimbursement shall be payable to a physician or osteopath for the service performed by 
the licensed certified nurse midwife. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


23 


Medicine, 
Osteopathy, 
Dentistry, 
Chiropractic, 
Podiatry And 
Physical 
Therapy 
Services 


Act 78 of 1971, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1511 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 6) 


Notwithstanding any provision of any policy of insurance, self-insured sickness, health and/or welfare 
plan providing benefits issued or renewed after the effective date of this act, whenever such policy or 
plan provides for reimbursement for any service which may be legally performed by a person 
licensed under the laws of the Commonwealth for the practice of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 
chiropractic, podiatry, or physical therapy, reimbursement under such policy or plan shall not be 
denied when such service is rendered by a person so licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


24 Optometric 
Services 


Act 251 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1501-
1503 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


Whenever any insurer, under any contract, policy or plan of insurance, any self-insured sickness, 
health or welfare plan, shall provide for a service or for the reimbursement of a service to or on 
behalf of any of its policyholders, group policyholders, subscribers or group subscribers or any other 
person or groups of persons, which service is within the lawful scope of practice of a duly licensed 
optometrist, the person rendering such service or such policyholder, subscriber or other person shall 
be entitled to the same reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly 
licensed physician or by a duly licensed optometrist: Provided, however, That under any such 
contract, policy or plan which pays on the basis of usual, customary and reasonable charges or on 
some similar basis, only the method of determining the amount of reimbursement shall be the same. 
Unless such policy employed shall otherwise provide, there shall be no reimbursement for 
ophthalmic materials, lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses and/or appurtenances thereto. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


25 Psychological 
Services 


Act 16 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§767-769 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)) 


Whenever a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for any psychologically 
necessary service which is within those areas for which the psychologist is licensed pursuant to the 
act of March 23, 1972 (P.L. 136, No. 52), referred to as the Psychologists License Act, [FN1] the 
insured, or any other person covered by the policy, contract or certificate, shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a physician or a psychologist 
operating within those areas for which he is licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


26 Registered 
Nurse Services 


Act 209 of 1986, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3021 – 
3026 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10A) 


When a service is performed by a certified registered nurse anesthetist, certified registered nurse 
practitioner, certified enterostomal therapy nurse, certified community health nurse, certified 
psychiatric mental health nurse or certified clinical nurse specialist, certified by the State Board of 
Nursing or a national nursing organization recognized by the State Board of Nursing and lawfully 
permitted to perform that service under the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L. 317, No. 69), known as The 
Professional Nursing Law, [FN1] and a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for 
that service, the insured or any other person covered shall be entitled to reimbursement either to the 
insured or to the registered professional nurse providing that service. This section does not apply to 
registered professional nurses who are employees of health care facilities as the term “health care 
facilities” is defined in the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities 
Act, [FN2] or anesthesiology groups. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW  
Washington, DC 20201  


 
September 26, 2012  


 
Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


The State of Louisiana is writing you concerning the selection of an essential health benefit 


benchmark plan for the State.  


On December 16, 2011, the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 


released a document entitled “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin.” This document stated a proposed 


approach to define the essential health benefits for a State’s individual and small group market, as 


required by Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). This 


proposed approach allows for States to select a benchmark plan from products currently on the state 


and federal insurance markets. The bulletin states: 


“[W]e intend to propose to use enrollment data from the first quarter two years prior to the coverage year 


and that States select a benchmark in the third quarter two years prior to the coverage year [note: which 


ends September 30, 2012 for coverage year 2014]…. If a State does not exercise the option to select 


a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the default benchmark plan for that State would be 


the largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in the State’s small group market.” 


Essential Health Benefits Bulletin, p. 9 (emphasis added) 


Following the release of this guidance, a frequently asked questions document was released on 


February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits. Of significant note is that 


neither of these documents has the force of law, nor commits federal regulators to any particular 


course of action.  


The State of Louisiana has done its due diligence to review all guidance issued by CCIIO, the 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Department of Health and Human 


Services (HHS) concerning the essential health benefits and has consistently requested further 


guidance through formal rulemaking. With the essential health benefits package, regulations have 


been non-existent. It is apparent that the federal government does not appreciate the urgency of 


clear rules regarding an issue that will transform the private insurance market in each of the 


respective states on January 1, 2014. 


 


Bobby Jindal 
GOVERNOR 


 


Bruce D. Greenstein 
SECRETARY 


 
 State of Louisiana 


Department of Health and Hospitals 
Office of the Secretary 







 


 


For over a year, HHS has told States that a proposed rule on essential health benefits would be 


coming “soon.”  As the months have passed there still is no sign of formal rulemaking regarding this 


issue.  States have every reason to be concerned that HHS can change this approach through the 


formal rulemaking process.  HHS representatives have already alluded to the potential for changes in 


the area of pharmaceuticals just as one example.    


It is unreasonable for the federal government to ask the States to comply with a deadline on 


determining a benchmark plan when the federal government had not even formalized the procedure. 


However, in order to point out the potential problems the state could have implementing this 


particular piece of the PPACA, the state of Louisiana attempted to do so. Louisiana identified the 


three largest small group products in the market, collected benefit information on those products, 


made a comparison of the benefits offered, and participated in all informational sessions on the 


subject. Working with the limited guidance provided, the State of Louisiana attempted to evaluate 


the best benchmark plan option for the State’s residents. Some of the inadequacies in the guidance 


provided so far include: 


 Lack of Plan Information. While HHS identified and provided an illustrative list of the 


three largest products in each State ranked by enrollment in the small group market along 


with the largest three nationally available Federal Employee Health Benefit Program 


(FEHBP) plans on January 25, 2012 this information was based on the “product” rather 


than “plan” level. Plan information is necessary because it provides more detailed 


information as to the scope of benefits covered under the respective plan.  Only on 


September 14, 2012, two weeks prior to the end of the third quarter of 2012, HHS released 


specific plan information to the States to assist in their efforts to select a benchmark plan. 


Clearly, this did not allow states enough time to analyze the plan information provided when 


comments were due less than a week after the States received such information. 


 Lack of Clear Definitions of Service Categories. How will the category “habilitative 


services” be defined since this term appears to be used differently in the private market and 


Medicare? The frequently asked questions document released on February 17, 2012 provides 


two possible approaches, neither of which has been formalized in rulemaking.  


 Supplementation of Services. How will supplementation take place relative to habilitative 


care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care?  Although comments were solicited, no 


further guidance has been released by HHS leaving it unclear for states as to how to define 


or supplement these areas.   


 Substitution of Categories. Will HHS allow health plans to substitute across benefit 


categories?  And if so, will HHS require that such substitution be subject to a higher level of 


scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential for eliminating important services or benefits in 


particular categories? Since plans are allowed to perform actuarially equivalent substitutions 


that may vary from the EHB, are States required to accept such substitutions?  That is, can a 


State modify these substitutions through limitations or restrictions?  
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 Payment of State Mandates. If a State selects a benchmark plan that does not contain all 


or some of the State mandates, the State would be required to “defray” the costs of those 


mandates outside the EHB package for qualified health plans.  HHS has not indicated how 


these mandates are to be paid by the State or even how the cost of the mandates will be 


calculated. 


 Future of the Essential Health Benefits Package. HHS indicated that it “intends” to 


evaluate the benchmark approach for the calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach 


that may exclude some State benefit mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package. 


HHS has not provided states with any standards that it intends to use to make such 


evaluation, the approach it will take to exclude certain state mandates in the EHB package, 


or even if the benchmark approach for essential health benefits will continue past 2015. 


 
After considerable time and effort, it was determined that the State lacks the significant information 


necessary to evaluate what would be the best possible benchmark plan for Louisiana’s essential 


health benefits. 


Furthermore, it is our State’s conclusion that while the bulletin states a decision is to be made by the 


third quarter of this year, this “deadline” has never been formalized through the official rulemaking 


process. As long as formal rules do not exist, the federal government can change its approach. Since 


the federal government is not bound by these bulletins, neither are the States. As such, the State of 


Louisiana is not legally required to submit a benchmark preference by the end of the third quarter of 


2012. The State of Louisiana will not permit the federal government to dictate to our residents a 


default benchmark plan, as the federal government, in its disregard of the requirements of the 


Administrative Procedure Act regarding essential health benefits and other provisions of the 


PPACA, has no authority to do so under federal or Louisiana law until regulations are published in 


the Federal Register, following established notice and comment procedure.  


As stated on the CMS website, previous bulletins were “used to communicate with states and other 


stakeholders interested in Medicaid and CHIP… communications do not establish new policy; they 


are designed to highlight recently released policy and regulations and also to share important 


operational and technical information.” The process developed for defining the essential health 


benefit benchmark has been a completely new method of establishing law without proper 


rulemaking.  Implementation of new policies without open and public comment and publication in 


the Federal Register is in clear violation of the law. The pre-rule bulletin has been out since 


December, providing more than an adequate amount of time to begin the process of formal 


rulemaking with an open comment period.  


The essential health benefits issue is one of many issues with the implementation of the Patient 


Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  The administration has charged states to build what 


the federal government mandates, but the federal government has provided informal guidance and 


incomplete rules and regulations.  No state, even those fully embracing implementation of what we 







 


 


believe to be an overall bad policy, could possibly determine an essential health benefits package 


with the guidance currently provided.  Accordingly, there will be no essential health benefits package 


for the State of Louisiana, and we will pursue all avenues to prevent the federal government from 


selecting one on behalf of the state.  


Sincerely, 


 


 


 
Bruce D. Greenstein      James J. Donelon 
Secretary       Commissioner 
Department of Health and Hospitals    Department of Insurance 
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MEMORANDUM  


TO: CHIEFS OF STAFFS, ACTION OFFICERS, HEALTH CARE ADVISORS 


FROM: MARIE SANDERSON 


SUBJECT: ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


DATE: 9/27/2012 


CC: PHIL COX, LINDSAY RUSSELL 


Background: 


 


On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a Bulletin describing 


the approach it intends to take in future rulemaking to define the essential health benefits (EHB) under the 


Affordable Care Act. http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


 


Under the health reform law, every insurance plan will be required to cover a set of “essential health benefits.” 


The Affordable Care Act defines 10 broad categories. 


http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf.  


 


HHS announced that every state will have the option to determine essential health benefits themselves, by using 


standards that already exist in their states. http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-


benefits12162011a.html.  


 


HHS has given the states an October 1 deadline to decide a benchmark plan but has not provided a proposed or 


final rule. HHS is conducting regional and local information calls but has declined to put anything in writing. 


Several states have stated that they are receiving conflicting information.  


 


Republican states tend to fall into two buckets regarding their approach to this deadline: 


 


1) Not responding due to lack of regulation, not bound to respond to a HHS bulletin (see LA and PA letters 


attached as examples)  


 


2) Responding to the deadline with caveats and possible criticism (see VA letter attached)  


 


A previously circulated, a STAFF conference call will be held tomorrow/ Thursday, 9/27 to discuss EHBs 


and Healthcare exchanges, tomorrow, Conference line: 


  


1 800 653 7913 


Access code:  4341764 


 


 



http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
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Attachments to this memo: 


1) LA DRAFT HHS letter re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


2) PA Final HHS letter and EHB study re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


3) VA DRAFT HHS letter  re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


4) Survey: A survey providing confidential and unofficial information regarding the path states are 


considering regarding the Oct 1 decision. The survey is updated as states provide new information, 


attached  


5) Briefing Material regarding PPACA and EHB: 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf from Indiana.  Speaks 


to overall PPACA implications but see slides 41 – 52 which outlines EHB, see link 


 


 


Below is a list of list of articles and position papers regarding EHB:  


  


Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health Benefits’ Mandate?  


http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/ 


 


What counts as ‘essential’ health care? White House tells states to decide. 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-


states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html  


 


State Progress on Essential Health Benefits- http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-


benefits  


 


INDIANA’s Health Finance Committee Update on Federal Health Initiatives. EHB- (Pages 42-52) 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf  


 


In Capitol Hill’s shadow, health reform gets underway 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-


underway  



http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway






 


 


To: Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors 


From: Lindsay Russell 


Re: Essential Benefit and Innovative grant Survey Responses 


Date: August 23, 2012 


*New responses to email request highlighted in red 


1. The Final rule on Essential benefits provided 10 proposed benefit package options. Which of these 10 


options did your state chose or which do you believe your state will chose? 


ALABAMA- Alabama has not made the choice yet, but is likely to choose on the state level 


ALASKA- Have not decided which selection is best for Alaska 


ARIZONA- We have not decided on which option to choose, but will do so before the September 30, 2012 deadline 


FLORIDA- Florida has not elected to choose a “benchmark” option from among those benchmark options provided per 


federal HHS guidance. Ultimately, policy decisions are made by Florida’s policymakers: Governor Scott and the Florida 


Legislature. The Florida Legislature has not had an opportunity to meet since the U.S. Supreme Court decision on June 


28, 2012 and for logistical reasons, most likely will not be able to weigh-in on this issue until after the November 


elections. Therefore, the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) deadline of October 1, 2012 to make the EHB 


selection is problematic for our state 


GEORGIA- Georgia is not likely to make an EHB selection 


IDAHO- Final rule on data submissions is out - but no proposed rule on general EHB is out yet - but expected before long. 


Looking primarily at the small employer plans 


INDIANA-Has not made a decision yet 


IOWA- No decision yet. 


KANSAS- Will not be making a selection 


LOUISIANA - There are 10 benefits that are required to be covered and 3 optional programs that can be picked by the 


state 


MAINE- We are still evaluating our options. 


MISSISSIPPI- The Advisory Board Recommendation was Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi Small Group Plan 


NEBRASKA-The State of Nebraska is working from the only federal guidance that has been issued (we are not aware of a 


final regulation on EHB). Our state selected one plan from each of the 10 plans and contracted for an actuarial analysis 


of each of those 4 plans to compare costs and plan benefit coverage Add: Nebraska is not now planning to submit a final 


EHB decision until the US DHHS issues regulations 


NEVADA-Nevada is still reviewing options. Recommendation will likely be submitted by Nevada Insurance Commissioner 


on September 30, 2012. 







 


 


NEW JERSEY-we are still evaluating our options 


North Dakota-ND has not made a decision 


OKLAHOMA- Not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania has not selected a benchmark plan yet. Our analysis is mid-stream so we cannot state 


whether we prefer one option over another at this time. The contractor performing the detailed analysis is set to have 


the study completed within the next month 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Revised: We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then 


decide whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- We are still gathering public input. It is unclear at this time which package would ultimately be selected 


UTAH- The Legislative Task Force recommended on a unanimous (bipartisan) vote that the insurance commissioner 


select the PEHP Basic Plus (lowest level state employee plan). 


VIRGINIA- It is likely that Virginia will have an EHB benchmark package that resembles the Anthem Small Group PPO 


with the children's dental and vision benefits modeling the CHIP plan 


WYOMING- WY has not chosen. We will likely select one of the three largest small group plans in WY 


2. If you did not chose between the 10 options, has your state decided to go with the default Federal benefit 


package? 


ALABAMA- Likely to chose State benefit package 


ALASKA- Undecided at this point  


ARIZONA- While we have not chosen a benchmark plan, we don't anticipate going with the default plan 


FLORIDA- If a state does not select a plan or otherwise designate an EHB Plan, HHS will select a plan for the state; the 


default benchmark plan would be the largest small group plan in Florida. The OIR is not aware of any communication 


between our State’s leadership and the HHS regarding the benchmark 


GEORGIA- Georgia will likely defer to the Federal benefit package (the default “Benchmark” which was a Blue Cross Blue 


Shield Health Care Plan of Georgia POS (Point-of-Service) Plan, which federal authorities identified as their federal 


product code 49046GA028) 


IDAHO- State will likely declare 


INDIANA- No 


IOWA- We are aware that if no decision is made by the deadline, Iowa will default. 


LOUISIANA- Still reviewing options  


MAINE- Undecided at this point. 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- Our state is studying the costs and benefits associated with the 4 plans that have been identified as 1) the 


largest small group plan; 2) one of the state employee group plan; 3) the federal employee health plan; and 4) the 


largest commercial non-Medicaid HMO operating in our state. No decision has yet been made on which plan will be 


selected as the EHB plan 


NEW JERSEY- Still evaluating our options  


OKLAHOMA- Has not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- At this point in time Pennsylvania has not made a decision regarding the selection of a benchmark plan. 


The analysis of the benchmark plans is not complete and therefore details on the default plan as well as the other 


options are not available. No decision will be made until all options have been analyzed and reviewed 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- After listening to the public feedback, a decision will be made whether to select an option or default to the  


UTAH-N/A 


VIRGINIA- If Virginia does not choose an EHB benchmark, the default benefit package with be the Anthem Small Group 


PPO plan. It is unknown at this time what the federal government will use to supplement the children's dental and vision 


benefit 


WYOMING- No, have not made a decision yet  


3. Has your state conducted an actuarial cost of benefits analysis on the difference between benefit 


packages in your state? 


ALABAMA-Yes 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- No 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency review or cost/benefit analysis on various benchmark options 


GEORGIA- No, we did not conduct an actuarial analysis. We looked most closely at the 3 largest plans that were offered 


in the small group market as identified by HHS. Those 3 plans were substantially similar, were offered in a highly 


competitive market and actuarial analysis of them would have provided limited beneficial information. Additionally, ¬as 


we reached our internal deadlines to commit resources to make the Benchmark plan decisions, HHS had not released 


final EHB regulations, and it would have been difficult to do an actuarial analysis of these or other potential Benchmark 


plans without knowing how that regulation would affect the final EHB selection 


IDAHO- No 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- NO, A review was done of the options but not a full actuarial study.  


LOUISIANA- No, we have asked the Department of Insurance to conduct an actuarial study 







 


 


MAINE- No 


MISSISSIPPI- No, comparison was based on scope of benefits covered 


NEW JERSEY- We have not yet received the proposed federal rule that we had been told would be coming soon 


NEBRASKA- Yes 


North Dokota- ND Insurance Dept. has completed a comparison analysis of the EHB choices in ND. The report is 


available on the Insurance Dept. website. 


OKLAHOMA-Yes, It is underway 


PENNSYLVANIA- No, although federal guidance states that this information should not be used as a factor to determine 


the EHB package chosen, Pennsylvania believes it is useful information. Our contractor is providing some cost benefit 


analysis information as part of its study. We have not determined at this point if additional analysis will be pursued 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- No, not as of yet, but it is under discussion 


UTAH- No 


VIRGINIA- No, Virginia worked closely with the health plans during the evaluation process. there was little variance 


among the small group plans and the association participants recommended the Anthem Small Group PPO as the 


benchmark 


WYOMING -No 


4. If so and if it has been completed, may the RGPPC attain a copy of the analysis? 


ALABAMA- When it is complete  


ALASKA –N/A 


ARIZONA- It has not been completed but can be shared when it is finished 


FLORIDA-N/A 


GEORGIA- N/A 


IDAHO-N/A 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- We would be willing to provide the analysis that was completed  


LOUISIANA- Yes, when it is complete 


MAINE- N/A 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- yes, a copy of the study completed for the State of Nebraska is found at 


http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf  


NEW JERSEY- N/A 


OKLAHOMA- Yes, when it is finished 


PENNSYLVANIA- If further cost analysis is performed, Pennsylvania will share it with the RGPPC. The report produced by 


our contractor will also be made public once it is completed and will be available on the Pennsylvania Insurance 


Department's website 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes, when it is completed 


TENNESSEE- N/A 


UTAH- N/A 


VIRGINIA- N/A 


WYOMING – N/A 


5. If your state has not done so already, do you plan on conducting an actuarial cost analysis? 


ALABAMA- Yes 


ALASKA- Yes, once a decision is made regarding a benefit package it is likely an actuarial analysis will be completed 


ARIZONA- Yes, we are researching the potential average premium 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency’s assignment to conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


GEORGIA- No, we do not plan to conduct such an actuarial cost analysis. Given the limited options, the lack of final EHB 


regulations to date, and the stated deadline of September 30th, Georgia will not likely conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


IDAHO- No, Not planning on it; DOI does not yet have a staff actuary  


INDIANA- Yes, already been completed  


IOWA- Yes, Gov. Branstad believes if an exchange will be forced on Iowa, then it should be built by Iowa. At that time, a 


study would be necessary and would be completed. 


LOUISIANA – Yes, the DOI will do it 


MAINE- No plans at present 


MISSISSIPPI- No, we will conduct an analysis once able to determine cost sharing parameters  


NEBRASKA- Yes 


NEW JERSEY- It seems unlikely, given the delay in issuing the federal rule, that we can complete an analysis before we 


must decide 


OKLAHOMA-Yes 



http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf





 


 


PENNSYLVANIA- No. Pennsylvania has not conducted this type of analysis, and we are discussing the possibility of 


pursuing this option. We do believe it will be useful information 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes 


TENNESSEE- Possibly but timing and finding are issues 


UTAH- No, probably not 


VIRGINIA- Yes, it is possible that Virginia will conduct an analysis if it is found to be appropriate / needed 


WYOMING -No 


6. If have not done so already, is your state planning to apply for an innovation grant either for funding or 


model testing? 


ALABAMA- Alabama is considering applying for an innovative grant 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- We are still reviewing the FOA and have not made a final decision 


FLORIDA- Not at this time 


GEORGIA- We have not finalized our decision on applying for an innovation grant 


IDAHO- Not at this point 


INDIANA- N/A 


IOWA- We are drafting an application for the Governor to review before a decision on submission is made.  


LOUISIANA- Probably not but are looking at the opportunities versus the requirements 


MAINE- Not at this point 


MISSISSIPPI- Have not considered this yet  


NEBRASKA- No 


NEW JERSEY- No 


OKLAHOMA- No 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania is currently examining the feasibility of applying for a Model Design State Innovation 


Grant through CMMI. We are in the process of compiling the necessary information to complete the application 


SOUTH DAKOTA-No 


TENNESSEE- We are evaluating the grant to determine if it can assist with payment reforms we are currently working on. 


No decision has been made on if we will apply 


UTAH- Still evaluating, we’re not sure whether this would be compatible with innovation projects already in the works  







 


 


VIRGINIA- Virginia is currently exploring the option to apply 


WYOMING - No 


 


 







Marie
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:04:46 AM
Attachments: PA EHB Study Report 2012 08 29 Final.pdf

PA Sebelius Letter re EHB Final 9.26.12.pdf
LA EHB Letter Draft.pdf
VA EHB letter.pdf
2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf
2012-09-27 EHB RGPPC Survey Final.pdf

Importance: High

Thx fir the update yesterday. I was at doctor. Nicole is drafting the letter and I will forward tonight
or today. 

I met with CCIIO but don't have a lot of additional info yet. None on EHB. I will begin a series of
calls with them next week. They indicated we could select a state exchange on blueprint but also
develop contingency plans for certain sections just in case. 

I'm reaching out to OHCA for the weekly meeting. I'm hoping Thursdays. I will try to let you know
what I think is on the agenda so you can decide if you need to be there or we can touch base after.
Also going to be touching base with Mike Rhoades this week. . He met with CCIIO this week
actually. Anyway I want to really dig into the insurance market issues and I'm hopeful he can help
move the analysis along a bit, participate in calls and get info from other states. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 01:23 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org>; Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org>; Mike Schrimpf
<mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET 
 
Good Afternoon,  Chief of Staffs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
As we approach the HHS EHB Oct 1 deadline, many of you are seeking feedback regarding various
Republican states’ approaches.  Attached is a memo (2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf) which
highlights feedback regarding state efforts on the EHB issue.  Also provided are attachments of
letters, studies, and our latest- up to date EHB survey. See memo above for description of other
attachments.
 
As a reminder, RGPPC will host a conference call today at 5 PM ET to discuss these moving parts. 
Conference line is 1 800 653-7913 and access code is 4341764.
 
To state the obvious but to reiterate:   Please do not forward this email outside of your governor’s
office so that we may continue maintain the ability of our governors to share thoughts
confidentially.
 
Best,

24977
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mailto:katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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1. Executive Summary 
 


A. Issue 
Under the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”)1 the federal Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) 
contemplates that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Commonwealth”) is permitted to define the 
minimum required health care services covered by new comprehensive health insurance plans sold in the 
individual and small group markets, both outside and inside the Health Insurance Exchange (“Exchange”) in 
2014 and later years. This minimum set of covered health care services is referred to as the essential health 
benefits (“EHB”).  


The selection of the EHB package would allow the Commonwealth to define the minimum services that will 
be covered by health insurance policies for approximately 1.6 million2 Pennsylvania consumers in 2014. HHS 
has determined a default EHB package for each state, and this selection will serve as the EHB package 
absent a state identifying a different benchmark health plan other than the default.  


A state identifying an EHB package (other than the default) to be effective in 2014 and 2015 must report this 
to the federal government during the third quarter of 2012. The federal guidance is incomplete and in some 
cases ambiguous regarding the specific requirements for EHB, so interpretations and assumptions must be 
made in any effort to comply with this deadline. Deloitte Consulting LLP (“Deloitte Consulting”) has prepared 
this report exploring various issues to assist the Commonwealth in making its decisions regarding EHB. 


  


B. Options 
Proposed guidance from HHS provides that the Commonwealth may choose an EHB “benchmark” plan from 
among the ten options listed below.  Pennsylvania’s EHB would then be defined by reference to the scope 
and limitations of covered services under that benchmark plan.  The four benchmark plan types (1st column) 
identified in the guidance provide for ten benchmark plan options for the Commonwealth to consider (2nd 
column). All of these options need to be supplemented because they do not cover the ACA’s ten required 
benefit categories. If a state does not make a selection, the proposed guidance from HHS indicates the 
default EHB package would be the largest plan (according to enrollment) among the three largest small 
group products in the state.   


 


  


 


                                                      
1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148) and Healthcare and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public 


Law 111-152). 
 
2 Estimates provided by Deloitte Consulting’s proprietary model; this number represents estimated enrollment for the non-grandfathered 
plans sold through the individual and small group markets, both on and off the Health Insurance Exchange. 
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Benchmark Plan Types Benchmark Plan Options 


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of the 
three largest small group 
insurance products in the 
State’s small group market 


 


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 -  
$2,500 Deductible 100% Coinsurance 


 


One of the three largest 
State employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment 


 


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP 


One of the three largest 
federal employee insurer 
options 


 


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option 


The largest HMO plan 
offered in the State’s 
commercial market 


 


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 


 


C. Findings 
Following are key findings resulting from the analysis of the Commonwealth’s available EHB options. 
 
1. The benchmark plan option selected will have only a small financial impact on the total level of 


Pennsylvania’s EHB – the difference in total value or cost between the highest and lowest of the ten 
options is approximately 1% (as shown by the blue bars in the chart below).  Because significant adult 
dental services are covered by some of the benchmark option plans, these plans have higher values and 
costs (with the adult dental services reflected in the green bars below).   
 
The ACA requires that the EHB reflect a scope of services “equal to the scope of benefits provided under 
a typical employer plan”, and the ten benchmark plan options proposed by HHS are therefore intended to 
reflect a typical employer plan.  The employer health benefits market is mature, and covered services are 
often quite similar among plans with large enrollment, so the narrow range of observed variation in the 
benchmark options is not unreasonable. 
 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over 
the lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that 
each of the ten benchmark plan options include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits 
in order to be compliant with the ACA. 
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Note that the 1% variation in cost level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB 
options.  It does not include the general increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from 
cost inflation and other ACA provisions such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community 
rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


2. The benchmark options are also substantially consistent with respect to the details of coverage 
of specific items and services – As would be expected, the benchmark plan options do not differ 
materially with respect to their scope of coverage of inpatient hospital and surgical services, major 
categories of prescription drugs, diagnostic testing, emergency services, etc.    


3. Some coverage differences do exist among the options – The most significant differences among 
the options with respect to scope of covered services are dental, specialized services (e.g., chiropractic 
care, private duty nursing), long term care, skilled nursing facility, hospice, mental health, and substance 
abuse. 


4. All benchmark options will need to be supplemented – All ten benchmarks need to be supplemented 
because they do not generally cover habilitative services and some do not cover pediatric oral and 
pediatric vision services.  ACA requires supplementation of the current benefits in these cases. 


5. The highest-value benchmark options are the Federal employees’ plans – due to coverage of dental 
benefits for adults as well as children. 
 


6. The lowest-value benchmark option is the Keystone Health Plan East HMO in Pennsylvania’s 
small group market – due to limited benefit coverage in services such as inpatient hospital, mental 
health, and substance abuse. 
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D. Considerations 
Following are considerations that should be taken into account when reviewing the identified benchmark plan 
options for an EHB package and to gather an understanding of potential impacts and related decisions 
regarding insurance regulation in Pennsylvania. 
 


1. Advantages and disadvantages of higher-value EHB options - A relatively higher-value EHB 
package will ensure that Pennsylvanians insured under new individual and small group policies 
beginning in 2014 are covered for a larger scope of medical services, such as full coverage of mental 
health and substance abuse.  Higher-value EHB options tend to have fewer qualitative limits on 
coverage, and may be simpler to communicate and comprehend.  A relatively higher-value EHB 
package would result in less affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Decreased affordability would tend to increase the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers less latitude for flexibility and innovation in plan 
design. 
 


2. Advantages and disadvantages of lower-value EHB options – A relatively lower-value EHB 
package would allow for more affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Increased affordability would tend to reduce the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers greater latitude for flexibility and innovation in 
plan design. A relatively lower-value EHB package may expose covered Pennsylvanians, including 
vulnerable populations, to greater costs at point of service by more narrowly defining the scope of 
covered items and services. 
 


3. Impact on vulnerable populations – The Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations, like other 
Pennsylvanians, will experience trade-offs.  For example, there is a balance to be achieved between 
scope of coverage and affordability as EHB options are reviewed.  Some specific benefits (e.g., 
mental health, substance abuse, children’s preventative services) will be of particular importance to 
some vulnerable (and less vulnerable) individuals, but it is not possible to identify any option that 
produces an ’optimal’ result for all vulnerable populations or for the people of the Commonwealth in 
general.  All options will involve trade-offs of the kinds listed above. 
 


4. It is important to reiterate that all of the Commonwealth’s benchmark options are similar in 
overall value and scope of covered services, other than adult dental services – The 
considerations listed above should be evaluated accordingly.  That is, any impact of the decision on 
benefit levels, affordability, consumer understanding, and vulnerable populations is likely to be small. 
 


5. Dental benefits – Private sector employee medical benefit plans typically do not include substantial 
dental services (routine check-ups and preventive services are sometimes included).  If the 
Commonwealth chooses a benchmark plan option including dental services, it could extend basic 
dental coverage to Pennsylvanians who otherwise would not purchase it.  The disadvantages of 
such a choice would include a decrease in affordability and a disruption of current typical benefit 
designs. 


6. Supplementation - Federal guidance is not clear on the process to determine whether a particular 
plan adequately covers each of the ten ACA required benefit categories. The approach followed for 
this analysis is to determine whether some coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service 
areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to require supplementation in any case in which a 
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benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified service area (e.g. hospitalization, 
pediatric oral services). 


7. State-mandated benefits – ACA requires that states defray the additional federal cost associated 
with any additional state-mandated benefits (beyond the EHB) or state-mandated benefits enacted 
after 12/31/11 for individuals receiving federal subsidies on the Exchange.  However,  


a. Nine of the ten benchmark options include all relevant state-mandated benefits, so additional 
costs would be incurred only if the Commonwealth selected the Government Employees 
Health Association Standard Option (i.e., one of the federal employee plans) as the EHB and 
continued to mandate the medical foods benefit.  Costs of approximately $430,080 for 2014 
would be incurred by the Commonwealth for an estimated 224,000 average monthly 
subsidized members. These costs will increase over time, as more people are anticipated to 
purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  The costs are estimated to grow to 
approximately $1 million in 2016 based on 467,000 average monthly subsidized members.   


b. Costs associated with the “Dental Care for Special Needs and Young Children” mandate 
enacted after 12/31/11 have been determined to be nil for 2014 since these services were 
covered by all of the ten benchmark option plans prior to the mandate.   


EHB rules regarding state benefit mandates for 2016 and later years are not yet defined, but could 
result in additional Commonwealth costs or decisions.  Federal guidance indicates that while state- 
mandated benefits currently included in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond.  The Commonwealth may also take the 
opportunity to evaluate current state benefit requirements and consider revisions to manage the 
transition to EHB smoothly or minimize costs, disruptions, and regulatory inconsistencies across 
insurance market segments as EHB takes effect.   


The balance of this report describes: 


• The analysis of Pennsylvania’s EHB options, including approach, federal guidance, and results, 
• The EHB options, including details of the ten benchmark plan options, and 
• The data, assumptions, and methodology used in the analysis.  


 
Appendices are referenced throughout the report and are provided at the end of the report. 
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2. Analysis 
This section describes the federal guidance available at the time of the analysis and findings with respect to 
questions specified by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department (the “Department”). 


A.  Federal Guidance 
Section 1302 of the ACA requires that the Secretary of HHS define the EHB to reflect the scope of benefits 
covered by a typical employer plan.  EHB must cover at least 
ten general categories of items and services specified in the 
ACA (see table on right). The proposed guidance provides 
states with a process to choose from ten benchmark plans 
available in the market today. Key points from the federal 
guidance are summarized below: 


• EHB Options & Selection Process - The December 
2011 EHB Bulletin from HHS provided a process for 
states to select their EHB and proposes that states 
must select an EHB benchmark plan in the third 
quarter two years prior to the coverage year. Thus, 
HHS anticipates that the selection of the benchmark 
plan for 2014 and 2015 would need to take place in 
the third quarter of 2012 for states to choose from the 
ten benchmark options and provide their EHB 
package to HHS.  The submission process includes 
an indication of the plan chosen and confirmation of 
coverage of the ten ACA mandated categories of service. Recent verbal requests from HHS indicate 
that additional information may be required, and that HHS will “complete” the selection of EHBs for a 
state if the state does not select a benchmark plan and determine if supplementary coverage is 
needed. 


• EHB Level of Detail – Insurers are required to provide HHS with summary information on potential 
benchmark plans.  HHS has specified 45 different categories of service (plus an “other” category of 
service) for purposes of this reporting. These service categories are listed in the EHB Data Collection 
Final Rule Appendix G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package, and have not been 
identified as services that must be included in EHB. 


• Defining EHB - Cost sharing components such as deductible, copayments and coinsurance are not 
part of the definition of the EHB; instead, the cost sharing features are part of the actuarial value 
calculation used to determine the metallic tier of the plan.   


• Inclusion of the ten ACA statutory benefit categories – Federal guidance is not clear on the process 
to determine whether a particular plan design adequately covers each of the ten ACA required 
benefit categories. For purposes of this study, it is assumed that coverage of each of the specific 
items or services within the statutory description of the category constitutes coverage of that 
statutory category.    For example for the ACA benefit category of “rehabilitative & habilitative 


10 ACA Required Benefit Categories 
1. Ambulatory patient services 
2. Emergency services 
3. Hospitalization 
4. Maternity & newborn care 
5. Mental health & substance use 


disorder services 
6. Prescription drugs 
7. Rehabilitative & habilitative 


services & devices 
8. Laboratory services 
9. Preventive & wellness services 


& chronic disease management 
10. Pediatric services, including oral 


& vision  







  Page 8 
 


services & devices”, plans were reviewed for coverage of both rehabilitative and habilitative services 
and devices (i.e., durable medical equipment, hearing aids) to determine whether supplementing 
benefits was necessary. 


 


Federal guidance referenced during this study is listed in Appendix A. 


B. Pennsylvania’s EHB Options 
The ten benchmark plan options the Commonwealth may consider for the EHB package are outlined in the 
table below. The federal guidance allows states to select a benchmark plan from among plans offered:  


o in the small group market,  
o to the state employees, 
o to federal government employees, and 
o in the HMO commercial market. 


 
The guidance is specific in describing which plans are to be considered (e.g., those plans with the highest 
enrollment within the products with the highest enrollment in the small group market) and distinguishes 
between plan and product aggregation levels3.  Each benchmark plan option must be reviewed against the 
ten ACA mandated benefit categories and supplemented as necessary (as reflected in the last column of the 
table below). Additional detail on the benefits and any required supplementation for each of these options is 
provided in Section 3. 
 


4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of 
the three largest 
small group 
insurance products 
in the State’s small 
group market 


  


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay Yes 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) Yes 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 - $2500 Deductible 
100% Coinsurance 


Yes 


One of the three 
largest State 
employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment  


  


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO Yes 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO Yes 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP Yes 


                                                      
3  Per the EHB Bulletin: “Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
insurer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific benefits and cost-sharing 
provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with different cost-sharing structures and rider options may 
derive from a single product.” 
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4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


One of the three 
largest federal 
employee insurer 
options 


  


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option Yes 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option Yes 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option Yes 


The largest HMO 
plan offered in the 
State’s commercial 
market 


  


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 Yes 


 
C. Considerations in Selecting EHB  
This section includes items for the Commonwealth to consider as benchmark options are evaluated. 
 
1. Affordability 


 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over the 
lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that all ten 
plans fall within a range of approximately 1% of premium as shown in the blue bars below, which translates 
to approximately $5 per member per month (PMPM).  The green bars reflected the additional increase to 
cover some adult dental benefits which are included in the federal plan options.  
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Because premium differences among the ten options are within this relatively narrow range when adult 
dental is removed (assumed to be possible if a federal option is selected), the impact of the Commonwealth’s 
selection of an EHB benchmark plan can be expected to have a corresponding limited impact on affordability 
of coverage in the individual and small group markets. Note that each of the ten benchmark plan options 
include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits in order to be compliant with the ACA.  This 
process and these estimates are described in Section 4.   


2. Consumers’ understanding of benefit package  
 


As the Commonwealth reviews the benchmark options, another item to keep in mind is how well consumers 
will be able to understand the benefits. When limitations and other specific exclusions are placed on benefits, 
this typically increases the potential for consumer misunderstanding.  For example, the Health Assurance 
PPO plan design includes the limit of 45 inpatient days per year (which is a combined limit for physical 
therapy, speech therapy, and occupational therapy) and a limit of 30 outpatient visits per year (combined 
limit for same three services) for rehabilitation services.  Those complications make it more difficult for 
consumers to understand versus other benchmark options that have no constraints on the service.  
However, many of these differences are minor. 


In the table below, additional considerations regarding consumers’ understanding of the EHB package are 
presented. 


Consideration Discussion 
Ø Level of detail the 


Commonwealth provides 
to consumers (and 
insurers) 


Ø The Commonwealth can define the level of detail to be provided on 
the EHB and provide the public and industry with this information 
(e.g., the 46 categories of service used in this analysis) so 
consumers would have more information about the minimum 
coverage (vs. providing only the ten ACA mandated categories of 
service).  The additional detail would most likely help consumers 
better understand what is covered in the EHB package.  


Ø Consistency across 
markets 


Ø The public understanding of the EHB package will improve as it is 
used consistently across markets.  For example, if the same 
requirements are also applied to the large group market4, 
understanding will improve. 


 


3. Insurers’ Flexibility 
 
Selecting an EHB package from one of the ten available benchmark options should not materially impact the 
level of insurers’ flexibility or innovation as they design products and plans.  If the Commonwealth selects an 
option that has the lowest level of coverage, insurers would have more flexibility to add to it.  If the 
Commonwealth selects an option with the more comprehensive coverage, there may be slightly more 
consistency across plans being offered, but there is slightly less opportunity for insurers to innovate.   
 
In addition, under current federal guidance, insurers may offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the 
EHB and modify as necessary to reflect the ten required ACA benefit categories.  This flexibility applies to 


                                                      
4 Applying the EHB requirements to the large group market would require legislative action by the General Assembly mandating its 
application to the large group market. 
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both the specific service and quantitative limits. HHS is considering allowing insurers to substitute both 
across and within the ten ACA mandated categories. Additional HHS guidance is expected on the allowable 
methods to substitute and conditions that must be met (e.g., actuarial equivalence). 


4. Commonwealth’s Most Vulnerable Populations 
 


The needs of vulnerable populations should be considered as the Commonwealth evaluates the ten 
benchmark options: 
 


Considerations Discussion 
Ø Who are the vulnerable 


populations? 
Vulnerable populations are groups that may need additional assistance 
in accessing appropriate medical care due to social or economic 
situations. Examples may include consumers: 


• In particular geographic locations, 
• With primary languages other than English, 
• With disabilities, certain medical needs, or high health needs,  
• That have low incomes, or 
• Who have limited education. 


Ø How do their health 
care needs differ from 
others? 


The vulnerable populations’ health care needs differ from those of others 
in a variety of ways, for example: 


• They may have transportation issues getting to an appointment 
either because they can’t drive or don’t own a car, 


• They may have language barriers and need help reading in 
English and/or translating to another language, 


• They may have physical or behavioral health conditions that limit 
their abilities to make or keep appointments, or 


• They may have trouble understanding the health care system, 
their benefits, and possible providers. 


Ø What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
benchmark options as it 
relates to the vulnerable 
population? 


All ten benchmark options have been supplemented to cover the ten 
ACA mandated benefit categories including those that specifically 
address children.  However, the benchmark options vary in specific 
services in terms of the degree of coverage.  For example, mental health 
and substance abuse services vary across the ten benchmark options 
as different limitations apply on outpatient and inpatient services. 


Ø Other Considerations • One way protect to the vulnerable population is to appropriately 
compensate insurers for these populations through the 
Commonwealth’s risk adjustment mechanisms. 


• Many of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations currently 
have access to public programs (e.g., Medical Assistance, CHIP, 
Medicare), and will therefore not be impacted by the decisions 
regarding EHB. 


 
5. Commonwealth Uninsured Residents  
 
As stated earlier, the estimated premium cost levels for the seven benchmark options that do not cover 
significant adult dental services fall within a range of approximately 1%.  Note that the 1% variation in cost 
level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB options.  It does not include the general 
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increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from cost inflation and other ACA provisions 
such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


The number of the currently uninsured population that will obtain individual or small group insurance in 2014 
and beyond will depend on the affordability of the EHB package selected.  Assuming that the price elasticity 
of demand is 20% on average, a 1% increase in premium rates would reduce enrollment in the market by 
0.2%.   
 
6. Commonwealth’s residents with employer sponsored coverage 


 
The selection of the EHB package will directly impact employer sponsored coverage in the small group 
market.  The selection of the EHB from the ten options could result in small group employers needing to 
adjust their plans to include or reduce benefits or modify limitations on some services (e.g., home health 
care, skilled nursing facility, mental health, substance abuse).   However, these adjustments are expected to 
have a small impact on total small group enrollment.  
 
7. Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 
 
Based on information provided by the Department, no portion of the Commonwealth’s current Medical 
Assistance program has elected the 2006 option (under Social Security Law Section 1937) to align benefit 
packages to a “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plan.  If that option had been selected, those plan 
designs would also have to meet (or be supplemented to meet) the ten required ACA benefit categories.  
Note that these “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plans could be different from the EHB selected for 
the individual and small group market and that there are some overlapping benchmark options. This 
requirement would pertain to any Medical Assistance expansion as well.  Similarly, the Commonwealth’s 
CHIP program has not been based upon a benchmark plan, with the exception of dental coverage. 
 
Therefore, the establishment of an EHB package as required by the ACA will not have a direct impact on the 
Medical Assistance or CHIP programs.  However, if the Commonwealth proceeds with the Medicaid 
expansion authorized under the ACA, benefits for the newly-eligible members will be required to be 
consistent with a section 1937 benchmark plan and cover the ten statutory EHB benefit categories. 


In comparing the ten benchmark options to the Commonwealth’s current Medical Assistance and CHIP 
programs, we note the following relative advantages and disadvantages: 


Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Benchmark options cover specialist visits, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans do not 
Ø Benchmark options cover unlimited outpatient coverage, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans 


provide coverage with limits 
Ø Medical Assistance covers skilled nursing care and hospice care, where most of the benchmark options 


provide limited coverage 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


Medical Assistance plans 
Ø Drug coverage is limited by number of prescriptions for Medical Assistance plans, but not for the benchmark 


plans 
Ø Dental and oral services for children are covered for the Medical Assistance plans and are only covered in the 


federal benchmark plans (with some limits on visits per year) 
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Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams for children are not covered for the Medical Assistance plans, while the 
Keystone Health Plan East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits)  


Ø All benchmark plans, excluding the federal plans, do not include adult dental services, while the Medical 
Assistance plans have very restrictive coverage on dental and oral services 
 


Benchmark Options comparison to CHIP 


Ø CHIP is limited in annual visits to several providers and places of service (e.g., primary care physician, 
specialists, outpatient or ambulatory surgery, outpatient hospitalization), where the benchmark options are 
rarely limited 


Ø CHIP is limited in the number of inpatient days covered, where most of the benchmark plans provide coverage 
without limitations 


Ø CHIP covers skilled nursing care and hospice care with limits similar to most of the benchmark options 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


CHIP plans 
Ø Dental and oral services are covered for CHIP, and are only covered in the federal benchmark plans (with 


some limits on visits per year) 
Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams are covered with some limits for CHIP, while the Keystone Health Plan 


East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits) 
 


 


D. State-mandated Benefits  
This section addresses state-mandated benefits as the Commonwealth considers their EHB options. 


 
1. Considerations 
 
As the Commonwealth reviews the EHB benchmark options, applicable state-mandated benefits (refer to 
detailed description of state-mandated benefits in Appendix B) should be considered.  The advantages of 
continuing these mandates are less disruption in the marketplace and less burdensome insurer 
administrative costs to transition to the applicable EHB option.   The advantage of repealing the mandates is 
that there would not be mandated benefits to regulate, separate from those required under the ACA.  
Critically, repealing the mandates would also mean that if those mandated benefits are not included in the 
EHB package for 2016 and beyond, there would be no state budgetary impact to covering those benefits: 
proposed guidance indicates that while mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the 
state in 2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond, with the result that the state would have to cover 
the cost for those excluded mandates.  Below is a list of specific considerations (in addition to costs which 
are discussed below) that should inform the Commonwealth regarding continuation, modification, or 
termination of benefit mandates.   
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Consideration Relevant state-mandated benefit examples 
Benefit is mandated in federal law and 
therefore could be repealed since 
coverage would still be provided 


Ø Childhood Immunizations  
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Mammography Screenings 


Benefit is routinely covered in the 
industry and therefore, if repealed, has a 
potential lower risk of being removed 
from plans  


Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
 


Benefit impacts large numbers of people Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Newborn Children 


Repealing mandate would position this 
coverage back to market averages 


Ø Medical Foods 
 


 
The table below identifies which of the relevant state-mandated services (as rows) are covered by each of 
the ten benchmark options (as columns), and provides an estimated PMPM cost of the mandated benefit (in 
the far right column), if the cost is expected to be over $0.10 PMPM which was the materiality threshold for 
this study.  Note FEHBP’s GEHA PPO option does not cover the current mandate on medical foods.  The 
numbering scheme in the table below corresponds to the ordering of the state-mandated benefits in 
Appendix B.   
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Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Insurers FEHBP Benchmark Plans Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


Estimated Cost 
of Mandated 


Benefit PMPM 
  


Commonwealth-
specific Benefit 


Mandate 


1 
Highmark 


PPO 


2 
Aetna 
HMO 
(POS) 


3 
Health 


Assurance 
PPO 


4 
Highmark 


Health 
Insurance 
Company 


PPO 


5 
Keystone 


Health 
Plan 


Central 
HMO 


6 
UHC 


CDHP 


7 
BCBS 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


8 
BCBS 
Basic 
Option 
PPO 


9 
GEHA 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


10 
Keystone 


Health Plan 
East HMO 


G
ro


up
 


Po
lic


y 
B


en
ef


its
 


1 Alcohol/Substance 
Abuse [a] Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under  threshold 


G
ro


up
 a


nd
 In


di
vi


du
al


 P
ol


ic
y 


B
en


ef
its


 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer Hormone 
Treatment 


Yes [b] Yes Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Under threshold 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


10 Diabetic Supplies & 
Education Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / Pap 
Smear 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


15 Mammography 
Screenings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes $0.25 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


17 Maternity Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 
18 Medical Foods Yes Yes Yes Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [d] Yes [d] No [e] Yes $0.16 
19 Newborn Children Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


21 
Dental Anesthesia for 
Special Needs and 
Young Children [f] 


No [g] No [g] No [g] Not 
specified [h]] 


Not 
specified [h] No Not 


specified [h] 
Not 
specified [h] 


Not 
specified [h] No [g] Under threshold 


 
[a] Benefits appear to be covered, however plan documents may not specify the level of detail described within the mandate. 
[b] Chemotherapy included.  Cancer hormone treatment not specified. 
[c] Exclusion on page 72 of the SPD states that "enteral formula may be covered with certain diagnoses".  The mandated diagnoses are not specified explicitly. 
[d] Medical foods are included only when administered by catheter or nasogastric tubes. 
[e] Enteral formula that is available without a prescription is not covered. 
[f] Mandated benefit effective 2012 and not yet included in the plan documents reviewed. 
[g] Dental services are neither offered through the base policy nor offered as a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer. 
[h] Dental services are provided under a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer.  The PEBTF HMO is closed to new entrants. 
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2. Costs 
 
The ACA requires that states cover certain costs related to mandated benefits unless included in the 
selected benchmark plan and enacted prior to 12/31/11. If a particular mandated benefit is not reflected in 
the EHB package, or if the mandate was enacted after 12/31/11, there will be associated costs for the 
Commonwealth to continue to require inclusion of the mandated coverage in health insurance policies.   
 
Proposed guidance indicates that mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015.  For 2016 and beyond, however, a decision has not been communicated.  For example, HHS 
may develop an approach which excludes some of the state-mandated benefits and requires states to cover 
the additional costs related to subsidized members. 
 
These Commonwealth costs are described below in two parts: 
 


a) The Commonwealth will need to pay a portion of the premium for consumers eligible for federal 
premium subsidies and 


b) The Commonwealth will have to pay the cost of reduced cost sharing applicable to the mandated 
benefit for eligible consumers. 


 
If the Commonwealth were to select benchmark option #9 (i.e., GEHA Standard Option PPO plan) as the 
EHB benchmark plan, the Commonwealth would incur a cost associated with mandating medical foods, 
estimated to be $0.16 PMPM or $430,080,5 per year assuming 224,000 average monthly subsidized 
individual members being covered through the Exchange in 2014.  These costs will increase over time, as 
more people are anticipated to purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  Notwithstanding the so-
called individual mandate in the ACA, many states and industry experts working on designing Exchanges 
expect that the peak enrollment through Exchanges will not be seen until perhaps the third year of Exchange 
operation. The costs are estimated to grow to approximately $1 million6 in 2016 based on 467,000 average 
monthly subsidized members. 
 
Note that these costs represent item (a) from above – that is, the portion of the costs associated with paying 
for a portion of the premium subsidies only. Costs associated with (b) noted above are more difficult to 
quantify since they would be dependent on whether the mandated benefit was part of service that had 
reduced cost sharing (which is determined by the insurers, not the states) and the degree to which the 
benefit was utilized by those consumers eligible for the cost sharing reductions.    
 
 
3. Funding Options 
 
If the Commonwealth does continue to require mandated benefits above the level of EHB, either through 
benefits not included in one of the benchmark options (i.e., Option #9 does not cover the medical foods 
mandate) or through new mandates, potential funding sources to generate additional revenue are as follows:   
 


                                                      
5 $430,080 = $0.16 PMPM x 224,000 average members x 12 months enrolled 
6 $1 million = $0.18 PMPM x 467,000 average members x 12 months enrolled; two years of 6.5% trend is applied to $0.16 PMPM to 
arrive at $0.18 PMPM 
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Funding Option Advantages Disadvantages 


Insurer/Premium Fee – 
percentage of premium, per 
member enrolled fee, or variation 
applied to on and off Exchange 
insurers 
 
Note – Commonwealth would 
need to define which markets 
would be responsible for the fee 
(e.g., individual, small group, large 
group), and would need to 
consider how/whether it could be 
applied to self-funded plans 


ü Should not result in different 
premiums purchased on vs. 
off Exchange 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Assessing fee to a broader 
group will result in a lower 
cost per individual than fees 
charged on Exchange only, 
since it spreads costs across 
a larger number of people 


ü Predictable due to size of 
market the fee is spread 
across. 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing  fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates 


ü Individuals and businesses 
purchasing coverage outside 
the Exchange are required to 
pay a part of the premium of 
those who purchase through 
an Exchange and get federal 
subsidization.  


Insurer/Premium Fee on 
Exchange Only – similar to above 
fee, but collected from on 
Exchange insurers only 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 
 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates on Exchange 


ü Premiums for similar policies 
off Exchange may be cheaper 
than those on Exchange, 
resulting in possible adverse 
selection for off Exchange 
policies 


Exchange User Fee – percentage 
of premium or flat dollar amount 
collected from consumers or small 
business for policies issued on the 
Exchange.   
 


ü May be feasible to implement 
and collect ongoing through 
Exchange 


ü Can adjust amount as funding 
needs change 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 


ü May discourage participation 
in Exchange transactions due 
to extra cost 


ü May be difficult to estimate 
since fees are dependent on 
Exchange participation 


Exchange Revenue Models – third 
party(ies) sell products or services 
or advertise on the Exchange and 
the Commonwealth/Exchange 
receives a portion of the revenue 


ü No expected impact on cost of 
premiums purchased either on 
or off Exchange 


ü Additional services being 
offered on Exchange may 
result in more policies being 
purchased on the Exchange 


ü Revenue may be difficult to 
predict 


ü Potential to take time to 
incorporate into Exchange 
and collect revenue 
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As noted above, it is not clear how EHB will be defined for 2016 and later (i.e., after the transition period), 
which state-mandated benefits will be allowed to be part of that package, and the potential costs incurred by 
the Commonwealth. For example, HHS may remove some of the state-mandated benefits and require states 
to cover the additional costs related to subsidized members. The estimated cost of the relevant current state-
mandated benefits is $0.47 PMPM7 which translates to approximately $2.6 million8 per year assuming 
467,000 average consumers purchasing subsidized insurance on Exchange in 2016.  This amount may 
increase with any new mandated benefits enacted in the Commonwealth. 
 
4. Exemption from State-mandated Benefits for Policies Sold On Exchange 


 
The table below lists advantages and disadvantages associated with requiring state-mandated benefits for 
the off Exchange markets only.  Note that four of the relevant mandates will be required under federal law, 
regardless of Pennsylvania requirements. These four include childhood immunizations, emergency 
reimbursement, gynecological examinations/pap smear, and mammography screenings. Note that benefit 
mandates tend to increase costs for affected employers, making it harder to provide employee coverage and 
making it more likely that some employers will stop offering coverage. 


Requiring state-mandated benefits only for policies sold off Exchange  
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Allows for somewhat greater flexibility and innovation 
in benefit design for insurers 


Ø Inconsistent benefit packages off vs. on Exchange 


Ø Variation in options for consumers and small 
businesses 


Ø Potentially confusing for consumers and small 
businesses  


Ø No additional cost to the Commonwealth to cover a 
portion of the premium and cost sharing subsidies 


Ø Potential political and consumer resistance 


 
Requiring mandated benefits off Exchange would create an uneven marketplace in which benefits could 
differ causing differences in premium. The Exchange could have plans with lower premiums since those 
plans may not include state-mandated benefits.  This difference in premium could result in more people 
purchasing their insurance on the Exchange.   
 
 


E. Large Group Considerations 
Below we list some other considerations specifically for the large group market. 
 
1. EHB Applicability to Large Group Market 


 
The ACA does not require large group employers (currently defined as over 50 employees in Pennsylvania, 
but to be defined as over 100 employees effective 1/1/2016) to cover the EHB package in their insured 
plans.  The Commonwealth could examine the possibility of mandating the EHB package for the insured 
large group market.  The table below lists some advantages and disadvantages to consider: 
 


                                                      
7 $0.47 PMPM = $0.25 PMPM for mammography screenings + $0.16 PMPM for medical foods, both trended at 6.5% for two years. 
8 $2.6 million = $0.47 PMPM x 467,000 average monthly members x 12 months. 
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Requiring EHB for Large Group Market 
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Promotes consistency across markets  (i.e., individual, 
small group, and large group) 


Ø Potential resistance from large employers, due to 
resulting cost and administrative burdens 


Ø Easier for consumers to understand Ø Inconsistency between insured and self-funded benefit 
plans 


 
Note also that the ACA requirement for EHB does not apply to any self-insured plans or grandfathered plans. 
 
2. Impact on large group plans not subject to EHB requirements 
 


The ACA does not require that large group plans offer EHB.  However, large group plans may not impose 
annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB (but may impose non-dollar limits as can the individual and small 
group markets). In addition, large group plans may continue to impose annual and lifetime dollar limits on 
benefits that do not fall within the definition of EHB (just as individual and small group plans may).  
 
Therefore, large group employers will in any event need to evaluate the EHB against their plan designs and 
make appropriate adjustments to comply with the no annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB requirement.  
The EHB requirement is likely to impact the majority of the large group plans with annual and dollar 
maximums, since they will need to be adjusted so they don’t apply to EHB.  The ten benchmark options are 
generally consistent; however there are some differences (e.g., private duty nursing, infertility treatment) that 
could impact the number of revisions required in large group policies. 
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3. EHB Options 
 
This section of the report details the EHB benchmark plan options available to Pennsylvania. 
 
EHB must cover at least ten general categories of items and services specified in the ACA, as previously 
specified in the report.  The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options, as shown on the following 
pages, are reflective of the 46 benefit categories provided in HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  There is 
no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 benefit categories to be required to demonstrate 
compliance with the ten categories.    
 
Detailed benefit information was reviewed for the ten benchmark plan options and summarized in the table 
contained in the following pages.  The table presents the ten benchmark plan options across the columns 
and the benefits as rows of the table (note the detailed benefit rows identified in HHS’ delineation for the web 
portal are grouped into the ten ACA statutory required benefit categories as shown in light blue rows).  Also 
note the contents of each of the cells reflect a:  


o “Yes” if the benefit is covered without quantitative limits,  
o “No” if the benefit is not covered, or  
o Includes language to describe the quantitative limit that applies to the benefit. 


 
Some of the ten ACA required benefit categories were missing from the ten benchmark plan options, as 
indicated by the light yellow shading in the table. The supplementing process needed for these benefits is 
described in Section 4. 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


1 
Ambulatory Patient 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Primary Care to Treat An 
Illness or Injury Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialist Visit Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Other Practitioner Office 
Visit (Nurse, Physician 
Assistant) 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


  Private Duty Nursing 
Limit 240 hours 


per year 


Only for non-
hospitalizatio
n of acute-
illness or 


injury Not Specified 


Limit 240 hours 
per year and 8 
hours per day No 


Limit 240 hours per 
year and 8 hours 


per day No No No 


Limit 360 hours 
per calendar year 


for outpatient 
service.  Inpatient 


private duty 
nursing not 
included. 


  
Chiropractic Care/Spinal 
Manipulations 


Limit 20 visits 
per year Yes 


Limit 20 visits per 
year 


Yes; treatment 
plan required 


after six visits per 
year 


Subject to 60 
outpatient visit 


per year 
maximum 


Yes; treatment plan 
required after six 


visits per year 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiro


practic 
manipulations per 


year; benefits 
may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved 
areas 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiropr
actic manipulations 
per year; benefits 


may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved areas 


Limit 12 
chiropractic 


manipulations 
per year and 
$25 for x-rays 
per person per 


year 
Limit 20 visits per 


year 


  


Outpatient Facility Fee 
(e.g., Ambulatory Surgery 
Center) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Outpatient Surgery 
Physician/Surgical 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Non-Emergency Care 
When Traveling Outside 
the U.S. Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Home Health Care 
Services 


Limit 90 days 
per year 


Limit 60 
visits per 


year 
Limit 120 visits 


per year 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 
medically 
necessary 


days per 90-
day period 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 


hours per day 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 hours 


per day 


Limit 50 visits 
per year, up to 
2 hours per day 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Routine Dental Services 
(Adult) Not Specified No No No No No 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, 


radiographs, tests 
and lab tests, 


palliative 
treatment, 2 
prophylaxis 


(limited to 2 per 
person year, 


fluoride,  space 
maintenance, 
radio graphs, 


palliative 
treatment, space 


maintenance, 
amalgam 


restorations, filled 
or unfilled resin 


restorations, inlay 
restorations, 


other restorative 
care, extractions, 


oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, radio 


graphs (some 
limited to 4 
films/year), 


prophylaxis (limited 
to 2 per person per 


year), oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  Routine Eye Exam 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
program 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No No No 


Outpatient 
Vision therapy 


visits by an 
ophthalmologist 
or optometrist 


included 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 


  Routine Foot Care 
Only for 


diabetic care Not Specified 
Only for diabetic 


care 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for 
diabetic care; 
limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Covered when 
under treatment 


for a metabolic or 
peripheral 


vascular disease, 
such as diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment for 


a metabolic or 
peripheral vascular 
disease, such as 


diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment 
for a metabolic 
or peripheral 


vascular 
disease, such 
as diabetes 


Only for diabetic 
care 


  Infertility Treatment 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis and 
surgical 


treatment of 
the underlying 
medical cause; 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis 
and surgical 
treatment of 


the 
underlying 


medical 
cause, 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Counseling and 
voluntary 


sterilization 
covered.  All 


other services 
subject to $2,400 
combined lifetime 


limit. No No No 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; diagnosis 
and treatment 


of infertility 
covered with 


limits such as: 
$3,000 per 


person per year 


Artificial 
Insemination 
included only 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Acupuncture  Not Specified No Not Specified No No No 
Limit 24 visits per 


year Yes 


Limit 20 
procedures per 
person per year No 


  Cosmetic Surgery No No No No No No No No No No 


2 Emergency Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Emergency Room 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Emergency 
Transportation/Ambulance Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Urgent Care Centers or 
Facilities Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


3 Hospitalization YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Inpatient Hospital Services 
(e.g., Hospital Stay) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  
Inpatient Physician and 
Surgical Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Bariatric Surgery Yes Yes No No No No 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: Requiring 


Morbid Obesity 
Diagnosis for 2+ 


Years, 
participation in 
medical weight 
loss programs 
and nutritional 


counseling for 3+ 
months, 


psychological 
clearance, 


smoking/substan
ce abuse 


clearance, and 
evidence that 


prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 


18 and over 
where BMI >=40, 
or BMI >=35 w/1+ 


Co-Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such as: 


requires Morbid 
Obesity Diagnosis 


for 2+ Years, 
participation in 


medical weight loss 
programs and 


nutritional 
counseling for 3+ 


months, 
psychological 


clearance, 
smoking/substance 
abuse clearance, 
and evidence that 
prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 
18 and over where 
BMI >=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such 


as: requires 
documentation 


of failure to 
lower the BMI 
within the last 
12 months of 


diet and 
exercise of at 


least 6 months’ 
duration, must 


be over age 18, 
and have BMI 
>=40 or BMI 


between 35-40  
with Co-


Morbidities for 6 
months. 
Gastric 


restrictive 
procedures: 
Ages 18 and 


over where BMI 
>=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Limit 1 procedure 
per lifetime 


  
Long-Term/Custodial 
Nursing Home Care No No Not Specified No No No No No No 


Yes for Home 
Health Care 


Services 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Skilled Nursing Facility 


Unlimited: In 
network; limit 
100 days per 


benefit period: 
Out of network 


Limit 120 
days per 


member per 
year 


Limit 100 
inpatient days per 


year 
Limit 240 days 


per year 
Limit 180 days 


per year 
Limit 240 days per 


year 


Yes; Provides 
coverage only 


when Medicare 
Part A is primary 
and for days 21 - 


30. No 


Limit 14 days 
following acute 


care, up to 
$700 per day 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  Hospice Services Yes Yes Yes 
Limit $7,500 per 


lifetime 
Limit $7,500 
per lifetime 


Limit $7,500 per 
lifetime 


Yes; with limits 
on inpatient care 


such as: 
maximum of 7 


continuous days 
of coverage with 
each inpatient 


stay being 
separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 


Yes; with limits on 
inpatient care such 
as: maximum of 7 
continuous days of 
coverage with each 
inpatient stay being 


separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 
Limit $15,000 


per lifetime Yes 


4 
Maternity & Newborn 
Care YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Prenatal and Postnatal 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Delivery and All Inpatient 
Services for Maternity 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 


limits of up to 48 
hours after a 


regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a cesarean 
delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with inpatient 
stay limits of up to 
48 hours after a 
regular delivery 


and 96 hours after 
a cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 
limits of up to 


48 hours after a 
regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a 
cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary Yes 


5 


Mental Health & 
Substance Use Disorder 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Inpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days 


per year 


Limit 30 days per 
year for general 


and serious 
mental illness. 
Maximum 90 


days per lifetime 
for general 


mental illness.  


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day 
unless covered 


by per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit 
per covered 
day unless 
covered by 
per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day unless 
covered by per 


diem 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days per 


year 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; 
additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who 


have a 
diagnosis of 


autism 
spectrum 


disorder (limit 
of $36,000 per 


year). 


Limit 60 
visits per 
year for 
serious 
mental 


illness.  Limit 
20 visits per 


year for 
general 
mental 
illness. 


Limit 20 visits per 
year for general 
mental illness.  


Limit 60 visits per 
year for serious 
mental illness.  
Additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who have 


a diagnosis of 
autism spectrum 


disorder 
(diagnostic 


assessment limit 
1 per year). 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 20 visits per 
year; each 


inpatient visit can 
be exchanged for 


2 additional 
outpatient visits.  
Limit 60 visits for 
serious mental 


health  


  
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Inpatient Services Yes 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 30 
days per 


year; limit 90 
days per 
lifetime 
Detox: 


unlimited 
days per 
year at 


participating 
centers/limit 
7 days per 
admission 
and non-


participating 
centers; limit 
4 admissions 
per lifetime 


(participating 
and non-


participating 
combined) 


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 30 days per 
year; limit 90 


days per lifetime. 
Each inpatient 


visit can be 
exchanged for 2 


additional 
outpatient visits.   


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


 
 


 
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


visits 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 60 
visits per 
year; limit 


120 visits per 
lifetime. 30 


full or partial 
session visits 


of the 60 
visits may be 
exchanged 
on a 2 for 1 
basis for up 


to 
15 non-
hospital 


residential 
substance 


abuse 
treatment 


days. 
Detox: 


unlimited 


Limit 30 non-
hospital days per 
year and 90 non-
hospital days per 
lifetime.  Limit 60 
visits per year for 
outpatient care 
and transitional 


partial 
hospitalization.  


Up to 30 inpatient 
days can be 


exchanged on a 
2 for 1 basis to 
secure up to 15 


additional 
outpatient days. 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 visits per 
calendar year; 


limit 120 visits per 
lifetime 


6 Prescription Drugs YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  Generic Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Preferred Brand Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Non-Preferred Brand 
Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialty Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


7 


Rehabilitative & 
Habilitative Services & 
Devices NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Services 


Yes; physical 
medicine limit 
20 visits per 


year.  Limit 20 
ST visits and 
20 OT visits 


per year. 


Yes; limit 30 
visits per 


year 
combined for 
PT/OT; limit 
30 visits per 
year for ST 


Yes; limit 45 
inpatient days per 
year (combined 


limit for 
PT/ST/OT); limit 


30 outpatient 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/ST/OT) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; subject 
to combined 
OP visit limit 


of 60 visits per 
year 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; limit 75 visits 
per year 


(individual or 
combined limit for 
PT/ST/OT), plus 


cognitive 
rehabilitation 


therapy 


Yes; limit 50 visits 
per year (individual 
or combined limit 


for PT/ST/OT), plus 
cognitive 


rehabilitation 
therapy 


Yes; limit 60 
visits per year 
combined for 


PT/OT; limit 30 
visits per year 


for ST (a visit is 
defined as 2 


hours or less of 
care) 


Yes; with limits 
such as: cardiac 


rehabilitation 
therapy limited to 
36 visits per year, 
orthoptic/pleoptic 
therapy limited to 


8 session per 
lifetime, 


pulmonary 
rehabilitation 


therapy limited to 
36 sessions per 


year; limit 30 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/OT); limit 
20 visits per year 


for ST 


  Habilitation Services** No No No No No No No No No No 


  
Durable Medical 
Equipment Yes 


Limit $2,500 
per year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Hearing Aids No No No No No No 


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 
children up to 
age 22; limit 


$1,250 per 36 
months for adults 


ages 22+  


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 


children up to age 
22; limit $1,250 per 


36 months for 
adults ages 22+ 


Limit $500 per 
ear payable 


every five years No 


8 Laboratory Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Diagnostic Test (X-Ray 
and Laboratory Tests) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Imaging (CT/PET Scans, 
MRIs) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


9 


Preventive & Wellness 
Services & Chronic 
Disease Management YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  


Preventive 
Care/Screening/ 
Immunization 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; 
specified list 
of services 


and 
frequencies 


including 
routine adult 


physical 
exams 


limited to 1 
every 12 
months 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


  Weight Loss Program No No 
Limit $150 per 


year 
No; Online health 


coaching only 


No; Online 
health 


coaching only 
No; Online health 


coaching only No No No 


Yes; nutrition 
counseling 
included 


10 


Pediatric Services, 
Including Oral & Vision 
Care NO NO NO NO NO NO YES YES YES NO 


  
Dental Check-Up for 
Children 


Not specifically 
included/ 
excluded 


beyond regular 
limits No No No No No Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  
Routine Eye Exam for 
Children 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
programs 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Yes; limit 1 
exam per 


person per year 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Eye Glasses for Children 


Not specifically 
included/exclud


ed beyond 
regular limits 


Not 
specifically 


included/excl
uded beyond 
regular limits No No No No 


Limited one pair 
of eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per 


incident with 
limits such as 


those prescribed 
to correct an 
impairment 


directly caused 
by a single 
instance of 


accidental ocular 
injury or 


intraocular 
surgery 


Limited one pair of 
eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per incident 
with limits such as 
those prescribed to 


correct an 
impairment directly 
caused by a single 


instance of 
accidental ocular 


injury or intraocular 
surgery 


First pair of 
contact lenses 


or standard 
ocular implant 


lenses if 
required to 
correct an 
impairment 


existing after 
intraocular 
surgery or 


accidental injury Yes 


  Other                     


  
Most Recent 
Membership Snapshot 39,500*** Not Available 19,404             25,506 


  Date of Snapshot 3/31/2012 3/31/2012 3/31/2012             3/31/2012 


Department of Human Health and Services provided no mapping of the 10 ACA benefit categories to the 46 HHS defined categories; an exact mapping is not possible due to lack of definitions for categories 
and overlap in categories; mapping is therefore approximate      
            
      
*Some plans classify the brand prescription drug benefit by multi-source and single-source brand rather than preferred and non-preferred brand. While these two classifications are not equivalent in all cases, in 
general terms they indicate similar levels of coverage.      
**Habilitation benefits are not specified, and as such will need to be supplemented.   
***Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central basis.     
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4. Data, Methodology & 
Assumptions 


 
This section of the report provides background on the data, methodology and assumptions used in the 
analysis. 
 
 
A. Data 
Data was provided primarily through the Department and consisted of the following items. 
 
1. Benefit and Enrollment Information on the ten Benchmark Options 


 
The table below shows information received on the ten benchmark options.  The first three rows represent 
the largest three small group plans within each of the three largest small group products.  The three largest 
small group products were identified in the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight’s 
(“CCIIO”) “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest Three Small Group Products by State” memo issued 
July 3, 2012 (see Appendix A) and confirmed by the Department.   
 
Although the Department confirmed the three largest small group products, upon reviewing data reported to 
the Department by the insurers, the Department is not sure that the CCIIO ranking was accurate.  The 
enrollment reported by CCIIO for the Highmark Health Insurance Company represented only the 
membership in that product for Highmark’s Western region and did not acknowledge the membership in that 
product in Highmark’s Central region. If total membership were examined for the Highmark product, it would 
be the largest product in the small group market. At this time, it is unclear whether CCIIO will revise its 
product enrollment numbers to reflect this distinction or whether it will maintain its original determination for 
what would serve as the default in Pennsylvania.  
 
Note that most commonly purchased riders for plans with the largest enrollment were also reviewed (e.g., 
HealthAssurance’s pharmacy rider).  However, separate plans covering dental or vision benefits and benefit 
coverage under health reimbursement accounts were not reviewed for this study, since those plans were not 
indicated as part of the EHB determination process in the federal guidance. 
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Insurer Name Plan Name 
Rider(s) 


Provided? 
Plan 


Enrollment9 
Product 


Type 


Plan Document 
Analyzed and 
Effective Year 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
m


al
l G


ro
up


 P
la


ns
 Highmark Health 


Insurance 
Company 


Premium PPO Blue 
$10 


Yes 39,50010 PPO 


Certificate of 
Coverage 


(COC); 
6/1/2012 


Aetna Health 
Inc. (a PA 
corporation) 


Aetna Health 
Maintenance 
Organization 


Yes 
Not 


Available11 
POS 


COC; 
Effective year 
not specified  


HealthAssurance 
PA, Inc. 


Plan 91234 - $2,500 
Deductible, 100% 
Coinsurance 


Yes 19,404 PPO 


COC; 


Effective year 
not specified 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
ta


te
 


E
m


pl
oy


ee
 In


su
re


rs
 


Highmark Health 
Insurance 
Company 


Highmark PPO N/A   


Summary Plan 
Design (SPD); 
SPD Released 


7/1/2012 


Capital 
BlueCross 


Keystone Health 
Plan Central HMO 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


United 
Healthcare 


United Healthcare 
Consumer Directed 
Health Plan 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t F
ed


er
al


 E
m


pl
oy


ee
 


H
ea


lth
 B


en
ef


it 
In


su
re


rs
 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Standard Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Basic Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 
Government 
Employees 
Health 
Association 
(GEHA) 


Standard Option N/A  PPO 
SPD; 


SPD Released 
1/1/2012 


MetLife FEDVIP Dental N/A  
Stand-
Alone 
Dental 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


La
rg


es
t 


C
om


m
er


ci
al


  
(n


on
-


M
ed


ic
ai


d)
 


H
M


O
 


Keystone Health 
Plan East 


Blue Solutions 
(Small Group) HMO 
5/5.1 


Yes 25,506 PPO 
COC; 


Effective Date 
1/1/2012 


                                                      
9 See Appendix A – CCIIO 12/16/11 Memo page 9 
10 Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central 
basis 
11 Aetna’s HMO plan (POS) is one of the Commonwealth’s largest three small group products, however enrollment at the plan level 
could not be provided 
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2. Commonwealth-specific Mandated Benefits 


 
The Department provided a list of 26 state-mandated benefits for accidental and health insurance policies 
which are summarized in Appendix B.  
 
3. Commonwealth Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 


 
The Department provided benefit descriptions of the current Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits used in 
the Section 2 analysis.  
 
 
In performing our analysis, we relied on data and other information provided to us by the insurers (through 
the Department) and available publicly. We have not audited or verified this data. If the underlying 
information is inaccurate or incomplete, the results of our analysis may likewise be inaccurate or incomplete.   
 
 


B. Methodology 
In order to summarize the information and analyze EHB options, we: 
 


1. determined the level of detail to be included in the comparison,  
2. determined which options needed to be supplemented in order to be cover missing benefit 


categories, and  
3. reviewed the mandated benefits to determine applicability to EHB and determined which mandates 


were included in each of the options.  
 
Each of these steps is described in more detail below: 
 
1. Level of Detail 
 
The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options as shown in the Section 3 table are reflective of 
the 46 benefit categories provided in the HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  According to the Appendix 
G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package referenced in that final rule, HHS will be 
collecting information from the insurers summarized into 46 (45 plus “other”) benefit elements. For purposes 
of this analysis, these benefit categories were grouped into the one of the ten ACA statutory benefit 
categories. Note that there is no federal guidance on how the 45 services should map into the ten ACA 
required benefit categories, if at all.  Further, there is no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 
benefit categories to be required to demonstrate compliance with the ten categories, but since it is the data 
being collected for the web portal, and the final rule recognizes that the data will be helpful in defining the 
EHB, it is unlikely that HHS will expand beyond these 46 categories. 


 
We determined whether or not a benefit was covered or limited by reviewing the plan documents provided. 
Note that the benefits included in the table in Section 3 do not constitute a complete list of every benefit 
included in every benchmark plan; it does include all benefits specified by the federal rule on EHB data 
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collection. Also note that the benefit table in Section 3 does not reflect a complete list of benefits, benefit 
limits, or other overall service limits that may be included in one of the ten benchmark options. 
 
2. Supplements 
 
The ACA requires that the EHB cover each of the ten benefit categories and in the instance where a 
category is missing from a benchmark plan, the benchmark must be supplemented to cover the category.  
Federal guidance to date is ambiguous as to how states may determine whether a plan covers the ten 
required ACA benefit categories.  The approach followed for this analysis is to determine whether some 
coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to 
require supplementation in any case in which a benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified 
service area (e.g. hospitalization, pediatric oral services). 


If benefits do need to be supplemented, they may be substituted with the relevant benefit category coverage 
from one of the other benchmark options.12 For example, because the following specific benefit categories 
are not now included in health plan coverage, the HHS guidance has additional instructions for 
supplementing them: 


                                                      
12 However, in a state with a default benchmark plan (i.e., the state did not select the EHB), the benchmark plan would be supplemented   
using the largest plan in the benchmark type.  Refer to EHB Bulletin for additional information. 
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Benefit Categories Supplemental Option per HHS Estimated Costs 


Habilitation Services 


May be supplemented with either of two 
options: 


• Offer habilitative services at parity 
with rehabilitative services or 


• Insurers could decide which 
habilitative services would be 
covered.  


Habilitative Services were estimated 
to be $2.48 PMPM assuming parity 
with the rehabilitative services and 
reflecting assumptions for differences 
in utilization and mix of services. 


 


Pediatric Oral 
Services 


May be supplemented by either of the 
two options: 


• The FEDVIP dental plan with the 
largest national enrollment, or 


• The Commonwealth’s CHIP 
program. 


Pediatric Oral Services were 
estimated from two plan designs: 


• $13.65 PMPM was estimated for 
the FEDVIP plan (for the High 
Option since it had the largest 
enrollment). 


• $11.79 PMPM was estimated for 
the individual and small group 
market based on the CHIP plan 
design. 


Note, for purposes of this study, we 
used the larger of these amounts 
($13.65 PMPM) in the analysis. 


Pediatric Vision 
Services 


May be supplemented by FEDVIP vision 
plan with the largest enrollment 


Pediatric Vision Services were 
estimated to be $0.45 PMPM for the 
FEDVIP plan (for the High Option 
since it had the largest enrollment). 


 
3. State-specific Benefit Mandates 


 
The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Twelve of the 26 mandated 
benefits were applicable to EHB because they did impact covered medical services. Other mandates did not 
impact the coverage of specific benefits or providers.  For example, some mandates addressed provider 
reimbursement or continuation of coverage under certain circumstances.   


 
For the applicable mandates, we produced cost estimates for those benefits whose cost was determined to 
be greater than $0.10 PMPM, which was the threshold established for this study.  Only the mammography 
screenings and medical foods mandates exceed this threshold. 
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C. Assumptions 
EHB regulatory clarifications and rules continue to evolve and are not yet complete. For example, HHS 
issued the EHB Data Collection Final Rules during the preparation of this report.  Also, HHS recently verbally 
instructed states to provide more detailed information on the drug coverage included in the EHB. We have 
reflected the federal guidance currently available, as shown in Appendix A; given the absence of either 
proposed or final rules on EHB, we collaborated with the Department to make decisions on what to include in 
the analysis. 
 
Also, we reviewed plan documents provide by the Department and did not confirm that they reflected the 
plans with the largest enrollment.  The plan documents were reviewed to complete the benefits and 
limitations as noted in the table in Section 3; however, the Commonwealth should reference the plan 
documents for exact details on limitations.   
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Appendix A – Federal Guidance  
 


Federal guidance has been provided in the following documents: 


• The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (“ACA”): Sec. 1302. Essential Health Benefits 
Requirements; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf 


• ASPE Research Brief: “Essential Health Benefits: Comparing Benefits in Small Group Products and 
State and Federal Employee Plans”; December 2011; 
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; July 3, 2012; http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-
smgroup-products-7-2-2012.pdf.PDF  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; January 25, 2012; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125
.pdf   


• CCIIO Bulletin: “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; December 16, 2011; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf  


• Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Memo in response to CCIIO Bulletin: 
“Frequently Asked Questions on Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


• HHS Proposed Rules Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of 
Entities for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; June 7, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 
108; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf 


• HHS Final Rule Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of Entities 
for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; July 20, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 140; 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf 


• Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (45 CFR Part 159): Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995; Appendix G and H-3; https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing-Items/CMS1247405.html 


  



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf

http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
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Appendix B – State-Mandated Benefits Summary  


The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Fourteen of the 26 mandated benefits were not applicable to EHB because they do not 
mandate coverage of a specific medical service (i.e., they did not impact eligible expenses).  Large Group Insurance mandates currently do not affect the EHB study for 
2014 & 2015 when small group is defined as 50 or fewer employees; but should be revisited in 2016 when the definition of a small group is increased to 100 or fewer 
employees. 


Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


1 
Alcohol/ 
Substance 
Abuse 


Act 106 of 1989, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §§908-1 – 
908-8 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI-
A);  
 
31 Pa Code 
§§89.601 - 89.623 


Inpatient Benefits 
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and Dietary Services 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addiction, counselor and trained staff services 
[3] Diagnostic x-ray 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory testing 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies 
Treatment under this section may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any covered individual of four 
admissions for detoxification and reimbursement per admissions may be limited to seven (7) days 
of treatment or an equivalent amount.  
Inpatient detoxification services which are included as a covered benefit under Article VI-A of the 
act (40 P. S. § §  908-1—908-8) shall be provided in a facility which meets Department of Health 
minimum drug and alcohol standards for client-to-staff ratios and staff qualifications and which is 
one of the following: 
   (1)  A hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 157  
   (2)  A psychiatric hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 Subchapter K (relating to 
standards for inpatient hospital drug and alcohol activities offered in a freestanding psychiatric 
hospital)  
   (3)  A freestanding treatment facility licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 (relating to 
standards for licensure of freestanding treatment facilities) and which has a written affiliation 
agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and psychiatric or psychological support 
services. 
   (4)  A health care facility issued a certificate of compliance under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 711 
(relating to standards for certification of treatment activities which are a part of a health care 
facility) and which has a written affiliation agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and 
psychiatric or psychological support services. 
 


Outpatient Benefits 
Outpatient Alcohol or Other Drug Services. Minimal additional treatment as a covered benefit 
under this article shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[2] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[3] Family counseling and intervention. 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
Treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a minimum of thirty 
outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial visits per year. Treatment may be subject to a 
lifetime limit, for any covered individual, of 120 outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial 
visits. In addition, treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a 
minimum of 30 separate sessions of outpatient or partial hospitalization services per year, which 
may be exchanged on a two-to-one basis to secure up to 15 additional non-hospital, residential 
alcohol treatment days. 


 
Other Benefits 


 ü  ü  ü  Yes  
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


Non-hospital Residential Alcohol or Other Drug Services: Minimal additional treatment as a 
covered benefit shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and dietary services. 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[3] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[4] Family counseling and intervention. 
[5] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[6] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
The treatment under this section shall be covered, as required by this act, for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days per year for residential care. Treatment may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any 
covered individual, of ninety (90) days. The minimum of 30 days per year may not be exchanged 
for outpatient alcohol treatment services. 


2 Conversion 


§2 of P.L. 807 of 
Dec. 9, 1955, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §756.2 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Most group accident and sickness policies providing hospital, surgical or major medical expense 
coverage contain a conversion privilege, whereby an employee or member whose insurance under 
the group policy has been terminated for any reason and who has been continuously insured under 
the group policy for at least three months immediately prior to termination, shall be entitled to have 
issued to him by the insurer a policy of health insurance. The converted policy may not contain 
provisions less favorable to the insured than the group policy. 


 ü  ü   No 


3 


Serious Mental 
Illness (for 
groups of 50 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 150 of 1998, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §764g (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


General Benefits 
Health insurance policies shall provide coverage for serious mental illnesses as defined by the 
American Psychiatric Association, including: 
Schizophrenia; bipolar disorder; obsessive-compulsive disorder;  major depressive disorder; panic 
disorder;  anorexia nervosa; bulimia nervosa;  schizo-affective disorder; and delusional disorder. 


Inpatient Benefits 
The plan requires coverage for “serious mental illnesses” that meet at least these minimum 
standards: 
1. 30 inpatient days per year 
2. 60 outpatient visits per year 
3. The ability to convert inpatient days to outpatient visits at the rate of one inpatient day for two 
outpatient visits. The plan does not require (or prohibit) conversion of outpatient days to inpatient 
days. 


 


 


ü   No 


4 


Autism Services 
(for groups of 
51 or more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764h (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI Section 
(b)) 


(a)  A health insurance policy or government program covered under this section shall provide to 
covered individuals or recipients under twenty-one (21) years of age coverage for the diagnostic 
assessment of autism spectrum disorders and for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders. 
(b)  Coverage provided under this section by an insurer shall be subject to a maximum benefit of 
thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000) per year but shall not be subject to any limits on the number of 
visits to an autism service provider for treatment of autism spectrum disorders. After December 30, 
2011, the Insurance Commissioner shall, on or before April 1 of each calendar year, publish in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin an adjustment to the maximum benefit equal to the change in the United 
States Department of Labor Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) in the 
preceding year, and the published adjusted maximum benefit shall be applicable to the following 
calendar years to health insurance policies issued or renewed in those calendar years. Payments 
made by an insurer on behalf of a covered individual for treatment of a health condition unrelated to 
or distinguishable from the individual's autism spectrum disorder shall not be applied toward any 
maximum benefit established under this subsection. 


 


 


ü   No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


5 


Colorectal 
Screening (for 
groups of 51 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764i (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are fifty (50) years of age or older shall 
include, but not be limited to: 
(i) An annual fecal occult blood test. 
(ii) A sigmoidoscopy, a screening barium enema or a test consistent with approved medical 
standards and practices to detect colon cancer, at least once every five (5) years. 
(iii) A colonoscopy at least once every ten (10) years. 
(2) Coverage for symptomatic covered individuals shall include a colonoscopy, sigmoidoscopy or 
any combination of colorectal cancer screening tests at a frequency determined by a treating 
physician. 
(3) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are at high or increased risk for 
colorectal cancer who are under fifty (50) years of age shall include a colonoscopy or any 
combination of colorectal cancer screening tests in accordance with the American Cancer Society 
guidelines on screening for colorectal cancer published as of January 1, 2008. 
 
Applicable definitions:  
(2) “Colonoscopy” means an examination of the rectum and the entire colon using a lighted 
instrument called a colonoscope. 
(3) “Colorectal cancer screening” means any of the following procedures that are furnished to an 
individual for the purpose of early detection of colorectal cancer: 
(i) Screening fecal-occult blood or fecal immunochemical test. 
(ii) Screening flexible sigmoidoscopy. 
(iii) Screening colonoscopy. 
(iv) Screening barium enema. 
(v) Screening test consistent with approved medical standards and practices to detect colon cancer. 


 


 


ü  ü  No 


6 
Mini-COBRA 
(for groups of 2-
19 employees) 


Act 2 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764j (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Continuation shall only be available to a covered employee or eligible dependent who has been 
continuously insured under a group policy, or for similar benefits under any group policy which it 
replaced, during the entire three-month period ending with such termination. If employment is 
reinstated during the continuation period, then coverage under the group policy must be reinstated 
for the covered employee and any eligible dependents who were covered under continuation. 
(2) Continuation shall not be available for any person covered under the group policy who: 
(i) Is covered or is eligible for coverage under Medicare; 
(ii) Fails to verify that he is ineligible for employer-based group health insurance as an eligible 
dependent; or 
(iii) Is or could be covered by any other insured or uninsured arrangement which provides hospital, 
surgical or major medical coverage for individuals in a group and under which the person was not 
covered immediately prior to such termination, excluding the Medical Assistance Program 
established under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31, No. 21), [FN1] known as the “Public Welfare 
Code,” the children's health care program established under Article XXIII [FN2] or the Adult Basic 
Coverage Insurance Program established under chapter 13 of the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L. 755, 
No. 77), [FN3] known as the “Tobacco Settlement Act,” and any successors thereto. 
(3) Continuation must include any benefits provided under the group policy. 
(4)(i) The group policy shall provide notice to the policyholder of the rights provided under this 
section. Unless already provided in the group policy, an insurer who has issued a group policy in 
effect as of the effective date of this section shall provide such notice to the policyholder within forty-
five days of the effective date. 
(5)(i) The covered employee or eligible dependent requesting the continuation of coverage must pay 
to the administrator or its designee, on a monthly basis, the amount of contribution required to be 
paid by the covered employee or eligible dependent to continue the coverage. 


 ü    No 


7 Adult Children 


Act 4 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752.1 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Expands health insurance coverage for children of insured parents. It allows adults up through and 
including the age of 29, at the insured employee's expense, under certain conditions, to remain 
covered by their parents’ health insurance. Those eligible children are: 
  • unmarried 
  • have no dependents 
  • are residents of the commonwealth or enrolled as a fulltime student at an institution of higher 
education and 
  • are not provided private insurance coverage or enrolled in, or eligible for, government benefits. 
The coverage occurs at the discretion of the employer and does not preclude an increase in 
premiums related to covering children for these additional years. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer 
Hormone 
Treatment 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764b (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Inpatient and Outpatient Benefits 
Whenever any individual or group health, sickness or accident insurance policy...providing hospital 
or medical/surgical coverage includes within their coverage benefits for cancer chemotherapy and 
cancer hormone treatments and services which have been approved by the United States Food 
and Drug Administration for general use in treatment of cancer, the covered individual shall be 
entitled to benefits for cancer chemotherapy and cancer hormone treatments, whether performed 
in a physician's office, in an outpatient department of a hospital, in a hospital as a hospital 
inpatient or in any other medically appropriate treatment setting. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations 


Act 35 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
 
40 P.S. §§3501 – 
3508 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 15); 
 
 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.801 -89.809 


...any health insurance policy...by any health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance 
benefits applicable under the policy include coverage for child immunizations. A health insurance 
policy shall provide for coverage for medically necessary booster doses of all immunizing agents 
used in child immunizations. 
 
Benefits for child immunization services shall be exempt from deductible or dollar limit provisions in a 
health insurance policy. This exemption must be explicitly provided for in the policy.  Copays and 
coinsurances may still apply; 
 
A health insurance policy which is not exempt from this subchapter under §  89.809 (relating to 
exempt policies) and which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth on or after November 22, 1992, shall include coverage for child immunizations. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


10 
Diabetic 
Supplies & 
Education 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764e (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


[Policies] shall provide coverage of the equipment, supplies and outpatient self-management training 
and education, including medical nutrition therapy for the treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes, 
insulin-using diabetes, gestational diabetes and noninsulin-using diabetes if prescribed by a health 
care professional legally authorized to prescribe such items under law. The benefits specified in this 
section may be provided through a combination of policies, contracts, certificates or riders, including 
major medical contracts. 
 
Outpatient Benefits 
Equipment and supplies shall include the following: blood glucose monitors, monitor supplies, 
insulin, injection aids, syringes, insulin infusion devices, pharmacological agents for controlling blood 
sugar and orthotics. 
Diabetes outpatient self-management training and education shall be provided under the supervision 
of a licensed health care professional with expertise in diabetes to ensure that persons with diabetes 
are educated as to the proper self-management and treatment of their diabetes, including 
information on proper diets. Coverage for self-management education and education relating to diet 
and prescribed by a licensed physician shall include: 
(1) visits medically necessary upon the diagnosis of diabetes; 
(2) visits under circumstances whereby a physician identifies or diagnoses a significant change in 
the patient's symptoms or conditions that necessitates changes in a patient's self-management; and 
(3) where a new medication or therapeutic process relating to the person's treatment and/or 
management of diabetes has been identified as medically necessary by a licensed physician. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement 


Act 112 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3041 – 
3042 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10C) 


An insurer shall reimburse an insured or provider for medically necessary services that are provided 
in a hospital emergency facility due to a medical emergency. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / 
Pap Smear 


Act 20 of 1994, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1571 – 
1577 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in 
this Commonwealth by a health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance benefits 
applicable under the policy include coverage for periodic health maintenance to include: 
(1) Annual gynecological examination, including a pelvic examination and clinical breast 
examination. 
(2) Routine pap smears in accordance with the recommendations of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


13 Hearing Aid 
Coverage 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764f (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Applies to Medicare and Medicaid program coverage: Any insurer that underwrites Medicare or 
Medicaid insurance for insureds residing in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage in such 
insurance for a hearing aid sold in accordance with section 403 of the act of November 24, 1976 
(P.L. 1182, No. 262), [FN1] known as the “Hearing Aid Sales Registration Law.” ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


14 
Inclusion of 
Child Medical 
Support 


Act 114 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
23 Pa. C.S.A. §4326 
(Title 23 Pa. C.S.A., 
Part V, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter B) 


In every proceeding to establish or modify an order which requires the payment of child support, the 
court shall ascertain the ability of each parent to provide health care coverage for the children of the 
parties, and the order shall provide health care coverage for each child as appropriate.  If the court 
finds that health care coverage is not available to either parent at a reasonable cost on an 
employment-related or other group basis, the court shall order either parent or both parents to obtain 
for the parties' children health insurance coverage which is available at reasonable cost. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


15 Mammography 
Screenings 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764c (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Policies shall provide coverage for mammographic examinations. The minimum coverage required 
shall include all costs associated with a mammogram every year for women 40 years of age or older 
and with any mammogram based on a physician's recommendation for women under 40 years of 
age. Prior to payment for a screening mammogram, insurers shall verify that the screening 
mammography service provider is properly licensed by the department in accordance with the act of 
July 9, 1992 (P.L. 449, No. 93), known as the “Mammography Quality Assurance Act.” [FN3] Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to cover the surgical procedure known as 
mastectomy or to prevent application of deductible or copayment provisions contained in the policy 
or plan. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Act 51 of 1997, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764d (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Every health care policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth by a health care insurer which provides coverage for the surgical procedure known 
as mastectomy shall also include coverage for: 
(i) prosthetic devices; 
(ii) physical complications including lymphedemas; and 
(iii) reconstructive surgery incident to any mastectomy in a manner determined in consultation with 
the attending physician and the patient. Written notice of the availability of such coverage shall be 
delivered to the participant upon enrollment and annually thereafter. 
 
Inpatient Benefits 
Policies described in this subsection shall provide coverage for inpatient care following a 
mastectomy for the length of stay that the treating physician determines is necessary to meet 
generally accepted criteria for safe discharge.  
 
Outpatient Benefits 
No health insurance policy delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after 
the effective date of this section shall require outpatient care following a mastectomy performed in a 
health care facility. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


17 Maternity 


Act 85 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1581-
1584 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


(a) General rule.--Every health insurance policy that provides maternity benefits and is delivered, 
issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after the effective date of this act shall 
provide coverage for a minimum of 48 hours of inpatient care following normal vaginal delivery and 
96 hours of inpatient care following Caesarean delivery. 
 
(b) Other lengths of stay.--In addition to the coverage in subsection (a), a health insurance policy 
may also provide for a shorter length of stay, but only if the treating or attending physician 
determines that the mother and newborn meet medical criteria for safe discharge contained within 
guidelines developed by or in cooperation with treating physicians which recognize treatment 
standards, including those of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, that determine appropriate length of stay based upon, but not 
limited to, the following: the evaluation of the antepartum, intrapartum and postpartum course of the 
mother and infant; the gestational stage, birth weight and clinical condition of the infant; the 
demonstrated ability of the mother to care for the infant post-discharge; and the availability of the 
post-discharge follow-up care to verify the condition of the infant and mother within 48 hours after 
discharge. 
 
(c) Home health care visits.--The health insurance policy shall provide coverage for at least one 
home health care visit within 48 hours after discharge when discharge occurs prior to the times set 
forth in subsection (a). Such visits shall be made by a licensed health care provider whose scope of 
practice includes post-partum care. Home health care visits shall include parent education, 
assistance and training in breast and bottle feeding, infant screening and clinical tests and the 
performance of any necessary maternal and neonatal physical assessments. At the mother's sole 
discretion, any visits may occur at the facility of the provider. The health insurance policy shall not 
include any copayment, coinsurance or deductible amount for any post-partum home health care 
visits. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


18 Medical Foods 


Act 191 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3901-
3909 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 19) 


Applies to certain group or individual plans that cover prescription drugs: Any health insurance 
policy...shall provide that the health insurance benefits applicable under the policy include coverage 
for the cost of nutritional supplements (formulas) as medically necessary for the therapeutic 
treatment of phenylketonuria, branched-chain ketonuria, galactosemia and homocystinuria as 
administered under the direction of a physician. 
 
These will be exempt from deductible provisions. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


19 Newborn 
Children 


Act 81 of 1975, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§771 – 774 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.201 - 89.209 


The coverage for newborn children shall consist of coverage of injury or sickness including the 
necessary care and treatment of medically diagnosed congenital defects, birth abnormalities, 
prematurity and routine nursery care, but need not include routine well-baby care, immunizations 
and medical examinations or tests not necessary for the treatment of a covered injury, illness, defect, 
deformity or disease except to the extent that such coverages are provided the insured or for 
dependent children under the same class of coverage for the first 31 days after the date of birth. 
 
Definitions:  
Routine nursery care—Hospital or other qualified health care institution, room, board or 
miscellaneous institutional care or care rendered by a licensed medical practitioner, performing 
within the scope of his license, associated with hospital confinement.  
Routine well-baby care—Expense for which coverage is available under a form to a covered person 
for preventive health care, rendered either on an inpatient or outpatient basis, not associated with 
treatment of an ill or injured person, such as, but not limited to, immunizations, medical examinations 
or tests not necessary for the treatment of covered injuries, illnesses, birth defects, deformities or 
diseases, and hospital room, board or miscellaneous institutional expenses. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


20 


Physically 
Handicapped 
Or Mentally 
Retarded 
Dependent 


§1 of P.L. (1967) 969 
(Jan. 18, 1968), as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752(A)(9) 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.82(b) 


A policy under which coverage of a dependent of a policyholder terminates at a specified age shall, 
with respect to an unmarried child covered by the policy prior to the attainment of the age of nineteen 
who is incapable of self-sustaining employment by reason of mental retardation or physical handicap 
and who became so incapable prior to attainment of age nineteen and who is chiefly dependent 
upon such policyholder for support and maintenance, not so terminate while the policy remains in 
force and the dependent remains in such condition, if the policyholder has within thirty-one days of 
such dependent's attainment of the limiting age submitted proof of such dependent's incapacity as 
described herein. The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall not require an insurer to insure a 
dependent who is a mentally retarded or physically handicapped child where the policy is 
underwritten on evidence of insurability based on health factors set forth in the application or where 
such dependent does not satisfy the conditions of the policy as to any requirement for evidence of 
insurability or other provisions of the policy, satisfaction of which is required for coverage thereunder 
to take effect. In any such case the terms of the policy shall apply with regard to the coverage or 
exclusion from coverage of such dependent. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


21 


Dental Care for 
Special Needs 
and Young 
Children 


Act 94 of July 5, 
2012 (eff. 1/1/13) 


Every Health Insurance Policy shall provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated medical 
costs provided to an eligible dental patient.  This act shall not be construed to require coverage for 
dental care for which general anesthesia is provided. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
general anesthesia for dental care rendered for temporal mandibular joint disorders. "Eligible dental 
patient" is defined as a patient who is seven years of age or younger or developmentally disabled for 
whom a successful result cannot be expected for treatment under local anesthesia and for whom a 
superior result can be expected for treatment under general anesthesia. 
 
Dental Care is defined as the diagnosis, treatment, planning and implementation of services directed 
at the prevention and treatment of diseases, conditions and dysfunctions relating to the oral cavity 
and its associated structures and their impact upon the human body or the implementation of 
professional dental care provided to dental patients by a legally qualified dentist or physician 
operating within the scope of the dentist's or physician's training and licensure. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


22 


Licensed 
Certified Nurse 
Midwife 
Services 


Act 168 of 1981, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3001 – 
3003 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.451 (Statement 
of Policy) 


Whenever an insurance policy, contract or certificate or health services reimbursement program 
provides for reimbursement for any health care service which is within those areas of practice for 
which a midwife may be licensed pursuant to the act of April 4, 1929 (P.L.160, No.155) or pursuant 
to statute in the state where the service is delivered, the insured or any other person covered by the 
policy, contract or certificate, or health services reimbursement program shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly licensed physician or an 
osteopath or a duly licensed certified nurse midwife practicing within those areas for which the 
certified nurse midwife is licensed in the state where the licensed certified nurse midwife is 
practicing. Whenever such service is performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife and 
reimbursed by a professional health services plan corporation, the licensed certified nurse midwife 
shall be granted such rights of participation, plan admission and registration as may be granted by 
the professional health services plan corporation, under 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional 
health services plan corporations) to a physician or osteopath performing such service. When 
payment is made for health care services performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife, no 
payment or reimbursement shall be payable to a physician or osteopath for the service performed by 
the licensed certified nurse midwife. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


23 


Medicine, 
Osteopathy, 
Dentistry, 
Chiropractic, 
Podiatry And 
Physical 
Therapy 
Services 


Act 78 of 1971, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1511 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 6) 


Notwithstanding any provision of any policy of insurance, self-insured sickness, health and/or welfare 
plan providing benefits issued or renewed after the effective date of this act, whenever such policy or 
plan provides for reimbursement for any service which may be legally performed by a person 
licensed under the laws of the Commonwealth for the practice of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 
chiropractic, podiatry, or physical therapy, reimbursement under such policy or plan shall not be 
denied when such service is rendered by a person so licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 
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24 Optometric 
Services 


Act 251 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1501-
1503 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


Whenever any insurer, under any contract, policy or plan of insurance, any self-insured sickness, 
health or welfare plan, shall provide for a service or for the reimbursement of a service to or on 
behalf of any of its policyholders, group policyholders, subscribers or group subscribers or any other 
person or groups of persons, which service is within the lawful scope of practice of a duly licensed 
optometrist, the person rendering such service or such policyholder, subscriber or other person shall 
be entitled to the same reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly 
licensed physician or by a duly licensed optometrist: Provided, however, That under any such 
contract, policy or plan which pays on the basis of usual, customary and reasonable charges or on 
some similar basis, only the method of determining the amount of reimbursement shall be the same. 
Unless such policy employed shall otherwise provide, there shall be no reimbursement for 
ophthalmic materials, lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses and/or appurtenances thereto. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


25 Psychological 
Services 


Act 16 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§767-769 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)) 


Whenever a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for any psychologically 
necessary service which is within those areas for which the psychologist is licensed pursuant to the 
act of March 23, 1972 (P.L. 136, No. 52), referred to as the Psychologists License Act, [FN1] the 
insured, or any other person covered by the policy, contract or certificate, shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a physician or a psychologist 
operating within those areas for which he is licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


26 Registered 
Nurse Services 


Act 209 of 1986, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3021 – 
3026 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10A) 


When a service is performed by a certified registered nurse anesthetist, certified registered nurse 
practitioner, certified enterostomal therapy nurse, certified community health nurse, certified 
psychiatric mental health nurse or certified clinical nurse specialist, certified by the State Board of 
Nursing or a national nursing organization recognized by the State Board of Nursing and lawfully 
permitted to perform that service under the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L. 317, No. 69), known as The 
Professional Nursing Law, [FN1] and a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for 
that service, the insured or any other person covered shall be entitled to reimbursement either to the 
insured or to the registered professional nurse providing that service. This section does not apply to 
registered professional nurses who are employees of health care facilities as the term “health care 
facilities” is defined in the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities 
Act, [FN2] or anesthesiology groups. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW  
Washington, DC 20201  


 
September 26, 2012  


 
Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


The State of Louisiana is writing you concerning the selection of an essential health benefit 


benchmark plan for the State.  


On December 16, 2011, the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 


released a document entitled “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin.” This document stated a proposed 


approach to define the essential health benefits for a State’s individual and small group market, as 


required by Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). This 


proposed approach allows for States to select a benchmark plan from products currently on the state 


and federal insurance markets. The bulletin states: 


“[W]e intend to propose to use enrollment data from the first quarter two years prior to the coverage year 


and that States select a benchmark in the third quarter two years prior to the coverage year [note: which 


ends September 30, 2012 for coverage year 2014]…. If a State does not exercise the option to select 


a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the default benchmark plan for that State would be 


the largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in the State’s small group market.” 


Essential Health Benefits Bulletin, p. 9 (emphasis added) 


Following the release of this guidance, a frequently asked questions document was released on 


February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits. Of significant note is that 


neither of these documents has the force of law, nor commits federal regulators to any particular 


course of action.  


The State of Louisiana has done its due diligence to review all guidance issued by CCIIO, the 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Department of Health and Human 


Services (HHS) concerning the essential health benefits and has consistently requested further 


guidance through formal rulemaking. With the essential health benefits package, regulations have 


been non-existent. It is apparent that the federal government does not appreciate the urgency of 


clear rules regarding an issue that will transform the private insurance market in each of the 


respective states on January 1, 2014. 


 


Bobby Jindal 
GOVERNOR 


 


Bruce D. Greenstein 
SECRETARY 


 
 State of Louisiana 


Department of Health and Hospitals 
Office of the Secretary 







 


 


For over a year, HHS has told States that a proposed rule on essential health benefits would be 


coming “soon.”  As the months have passed there still is no sign of formal rulemaking regarding this 


issue.  States have every reason to be concerned that HHS can change this approach through the 


formal rulemaking process.  HHS representatives have already alluded to the potential for changes in 


the area of pharmaceuticals just as one example.    


It is unreasonable for the federal government to ask the States to comply with a deadline on 


determining a benchmark plan when the federal government had not even formalized the procedure. 


However, in order to point out the potential problems the state could have implementing this 


particular piece of the PPACA, the state of Louisiana attempted to do so. Louisiana identified the 


three largest small group products in the market, collected benefit information on those products, 


made a comparison of the benefits offered, and participated in all informational sessions on the 


subject. Working with the limited guidance provided, the State of Louisiana attempted to evaluate 


the best benchmark plan option for the State’s residents. Some of the inadequacies in the guidance 


provided so far include: 


 Lack of Plan Information. While HHS identified and provided an illustrative list of the 


three largest products in each State ranked by enrollment in the small group market along 


with the largest three nationally available Federal Employee Health Benefit Program 


(FEHBP) plans on January 25, 2012 this information was based on the “product” rather 


than “plan” level. Plan information is necessary because it provides more detailed 


information as to the scope of benefits covered under the respective plan.  Only on 


September 14, 2012, two weeks prior to the end of the third quarter of 2012, HHS released 


specific plan information to the States to assist in their efforts to select a benchmark plan. 


Clearly, this did not allow states enough time to analyze the plan information provided when 


comments were due less than a week after the States received such information. 


 Lack of Clear Definitions of Service Categories. How will the category “habilitative 


services” be defined since this term appears to be used differently in the private market and 


Medicare? The frequently asked questions document released on February 17, 2012 provides 


two possible approaches, neither of which has been formalized in rulemaking.  


 Supplementation of Services. How will supplementation take place relative to habilitative 


care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care?  Although comments were solicited, no 


further guidance has been released by HHS leaving it unclear for states as to how to define 


or supplement these areas.   


 Substitution of Categories. Will HHS allow health plans to substitute across benefit 


categories?  And if so, will HHS require that such substitution be subject to a higher level of 


scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential for eliminating important services or benefits in 


particular categories? Since plans are allowed to perform actuarially equivalent substitutions 


that may vary from the EHB, are States required to accept such substitutions?  That is, can a 


State modify these substitutions through limitations or restrictions?  
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 Payment of State Mandates. If a State selects a benchmark plan that does not contain all 


or some of the State mandates, the State would be required to “defray” the costs of those 


mandates outside the EHB package for qualified health plans.  HHS has not indicated how 


these mandates are to be paid by the State or even how the cost of the mandates will be 


calculated. 


 Future of the Essential Health Benefits Package. HHS indicated that it “intends” to 


evaluate the benchmark approach for the calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach 


that may exclude some State benefit mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package. 


HHS has not provided states with any standards that it intends to use to make such 


evaluation, the approach it will take to exclude certain state mandates in the EHB package, 


or even if the benchmark approach for essential health benefits will continue past 2015. 


 
After considerable time and effort, it was determined that the State lacks the significant information 


necessary to evaluate what would be the best possible benchmark plan for Louisiana’s essential 


health benefits. 


Furthermore, it is our State’s conclusion that while the bulletin states a decision is to be made by the 


third quarter of this year, this “deadline” has never been formalized through the official rulemaking 


process. As long as formal rules do not exist, the federal government can change its approach. Since 


the federal government is not bound by these bulletins, neither are the States. As such, the State of 


Louisiana is not legally required to submit a benchmark preference by the end of the third quarter of 


2012. The State of Louisiana will not permit the federal government to dictate to our residents a 


default benchmark plan, as the federal government, in its disregard of the requirements of the 


Administrative Procedure Act regarding essential health benefits and other provisions of the 


PPACA, has no authority to do so under federal or Louisiana law until regulations are published in 


the Federal Register, following established notice and comment procedure.  


As stated on the CMS website, previous bulletins were “used to communicate with states and other 


stakeholders interested in Medicaid and CHIP… communications do not establish new policy; they 


are designed to highlight recently released policy and regulations and also to share important 


operational and technical information.” The process developed for defining the essential health 


benefit benchmark has been a completely new method of establishing law without proper 


rulemaking.  Implementation of new policies without open and public comment and publication in 


the Federal Register is in clear violation of the law. The pre-rule bulletin has been out since 


December, providing more than an adequate amount of time to begin the process of formal 


rulemaking with an open comment period.  


The essential health benefits issue is one of many issues with the implementation of the Patient 


Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  The administration has charged states to build what 


the federal government mandates, but the federal government has provided informal guidance and 


incomplete rules and regulations.  No state, even those fully embracing implementation of what we 







 


 


believe to be an overall bad policy, could possibly determine an essential health benefits package 


with the guidance currently provided.  Accordingly, there will be no essential health benefits package 


for the State of Louisiana, and we will pursue all avenues to prevent the federal government from 


selecting one on behalf of the state.  


Sincerely, 


 


 


 
Bruce D. Greenstein      James J. Donelon 
Secretary       Commissioner 
Department of Health and Hospitals    Department of Insurance 
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MEMORANDUM  


TO: CHIEFS OF STAFFS, ACTION OFFICERS, HEALTH CARE ADVISORS 


FROM: MARIE SANDERSON 


SUBJECT: ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


DATE: 9/27/2012 


CC: PHIL COX, LINDSAY RUSSELL 


Background: 


 


On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a Bulletin describing 


the approach it intends to take in future rulemaking to define the essential health benefits (EHB) under the 


Affordable Care Act. http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


 


Under the health reform law, every insurance plan will be required to cover a set of “essential health benefits.” 


The Affordable Care Act defines 10 broad categories. 


http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf.  


 


HHS announced that every state will have the option to determine essential health benefits themselves, by using 


standards that already exist in their states. http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-


benefits12162011a.html.  


 


HHS has given the states an October 1 deadline to decide a benchmark plan but has not provided a proposed or 


final rule. HHS is conducting regional and local information calls but has declined to put anything in writing. 


Several states have stated that they are receiving conflicting information.  


 


Republican states tend to fall into two buckets regarding their approach to this deadline: 


 


1) Not responding due to lack of regulation, not bound to respond to a HHS bulletin (see LA and PA letters 


attached as examples)  


 


2) Responding to the deadline with caveats and possible criticism (see VA letter attached)  


 


A previously circulated, a STAFF conference call will be held tomorrow/ Thursday, 9/27 to discuss EHBs 


and Healthcare exchanges, tomorrow, Conference line: 


  


1 800 653 7913 


Access code:  4341764 


 


 



http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
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Attachments to this memo: 


1) LA DRAFT HHS letter re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


2) PA Final HHS letter and EHB study re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


3) VA DRAFT HHS letter  re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


4) Survey: A survey providing confidential and unofficial information regarding the path states are 


considering regarding the Oct 1 decision. The survey is updated as states provide new information, 


attached  


5) Briefing Material regarding PPACA and EHB: 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf from Indiana.  Speaks 


to overall PPACA implications but see slides 41 – 52 which outlines EHB, see link 


 


 


Below is a list of list of articles and position papers regarding EHB:  


  


Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health Benefits’ Mandate?  


http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/ 


 


What counts as ‘essential’ health care? White House tells states to decide. 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-


states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html  


 


State Progress on Essential Health Benefits- http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-


benefits  


 


INDIANA’s Health Finance Committee Update on Federal Health Initiatives. EHB- (Pages 42-52) 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf  


 


In Capitol Hill’s shadow, health reform gets underway 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-


underway  



http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway






 


 


To: Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors 


From: Lindsay Russell 


Re: Essential Benefit and Innovative grant Survey Responses 


Date: August 23, 2012 


*New responses to email request highlighted in red 


1. The Final rule on Essential benefits provided 10 proposed benefit package options. Which of these 10 


options did your state chose or which do you believe your state will chose? 


ALABAMA- Alabama has not made the choice yet, but is likely to choose on the state level 


ALASKA- Have not decided which selection is best for Alaska 


ARIZONA- We have not decided on which option to choose, but will do so before the September 30, 2012 deadline 


FLORIDA- Florida has not elected to choose a “benchmark” option from among those benchmark options provided per 


federal HHS guidance. Ultimately, policy decisions are made by Florida’s policymakers: Governor Scott and the Florida 


Legislature. The Florida Legislature has not had an opportunity to meet since the U.S. Supreme Court decision on June 


28, 2012 and for logistical reasons, most likely will not be able to weigh-in on this issue until after the November 


elections. Therefore, the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) deadline of October 1, 2012 to make the EHB 


selection is problematic for our state 


GEORGIA- Georgia is not likely to make an EHB selection 


IDAHO- Final rule on data submissions is out - but no proposed rule on general EHB is out yet - but expected before long. 


Looking primarily at the small employer plans 


INDIANA-Has not made a decision yet 


IOWA- No decision yet. 


KANSAS- Will not be making a selection 


LOUISIANA - There are 10 benefits that are required to be covered and 3 optional programs that can be picked by the 


state 


MAINE- We are still evaluating our options. 


MISSISSIPPI- The Advisory Board Recommendation was Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi Small Group Plan 


NEBRASKA-The State of Nebraska is working from the only federal guidance that has been issued (we are not aware of a 


final regulation on EHB). Our state selected one plan from each of the 10 plans and contracted for an actuarial analysis 


of each of those 4 plans to compare costs and plan benefit coverage Add: Nebraska is not now planning to submit a final 


EHB decision until the US DHHS issues regulations 


NEVADA-Nevada is still reviewing options. Recommendation will likely be submitted by Nevada Insurance Commissioner 


on September 30, 2012. 







 


 


NEW JERSEY-we are still evaluating our options 


North Dakota-ND has not made a decision 


OKLAHOMA- Not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania has not selected a benchmark plan yet. Our analysis is mid-stream so we cannot state 


whether we prefer one option over another at this time. The contractor performing the detailed analysis is set to have 


the study completed within the next month 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Revised: We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then 


decide whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- We are still gathering public input. It is unclear at this time which package would ultimately be selected 


UTAH- The Legislative Task Force recommended on a unanimous (bipartisan) vote that the insurance commissioner 


select the PEHP Basic Plus (lowest level state employee plan). 


VIRGINIA- It is likely that Virginia will have an EHB benchmark package that resembles the Anthem Small Group PPO 


with the children's dental and vision benefits modeling the CHIP plan 


WYOMING- WY has not chosen. We will likely select one of the three largest small group plans in WY 


2. If you did not chose between the 10 options, has your state decided to go with the default Federal benefit 


package? 


ALABAMA- Likely to chose State benefit package 


ALASKA- Undecided at this point  


ARIZONA- While we have not chosen a benchmark plan, we don't anticipate going with the default plan 


FLORIDA- If a state does not select a plan or otherwise designate an EHB Plan, HHS will select a plan for the state; the 


default benchmark plan would be the largest small group plan in Florida. The OIR is not aware of any communication 


between our State’s leadership and the HHS regarding the benchmark 


GEORGIA- Georgia will likely defer to the Federal benefit package (the default “Benchmark” which was a Blue Cross Blue 


Shield Health Care Plan of Georgia POS (Point-of-Service) Plan, which federal authorities identified as their federal 


product code 49046GA028) 


IDAHO- State will likely declare 


INDIANA- No 


IOWA- We are aware that if no decision is made by the deadline, Iowa will default. 


LOUISIANA- Still reviewing options  


MAINE- Undecided at this point. 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- Our state is studying the costs and benefits associated with the 4 plans that have been identified as 1) the 


largest small group plan; 2) one of the state employee group plan; 3) the federal employee health plan; and 4) the 


largest commercial non-Medicaid HMO operating in our state. No decision has yet been made on which plan will be 


selected as the EHB plan 


NEW JERSEY- Still evaluating our options  


OKLAHOMA- Has not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- At this point in time Pennsylvania has not made a decision regarding the selection of a benchmark plan. 


The analysis of the benchmark plans is not complete and therefore details on the default plan as well as the other 


options are not available. No decision will be made until all options have been analyzed and reviewed 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- After listening to the public feedback, a decision will be made whether to select an option or default to the  


UTAH-N/A 


VIRGINIA- If Virginia does not choose an EHB benchmark, the default benefit package with be the Anthem Small Group 


PPO plan. It is unknown at this time what the federal government will use to supplement the children's dental and vision 


benefit 


WYOMING- No, have not made a decision yet  


3. Has your state conducted an actuarial cost of benefits analysis on the difference between benefit 


packages in your state? 


ALABAMA-Yes 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- No 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency review or cost/benefit analysis on various benchmark options 


GEORGIA- No, we did not conduct an actuarial analysis. We looked most closely at the 3 largest plans that were offered 


in the small group market as identified by HHS. Those 3 plans were substantially similar, were offered in a highly 


competitive market and actuarial analysis of them would have provided limited beneficial information. Additionally, ¬as 


we reached our internal deadlines to commit resources to make the Benchmark plan decisions, HHS had not released 


final EHB regulations, and it would have been difficult to do an actuarial analysis of these or other potential Benchmark 


plans without knowing how that regulation would affect the final EHB selection 


IDAHO- No 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- NO, A review was done of the options but not a full actuarial study.  


LOUISIANA- No, we have asked the Department of Insurance to conduct an actuarial study 







 


 


MAINE- No 


MISSISSIPPI- No, comparison was based on scope of benefits covered 


NEW JERSEY- We have not yet received the proposed federal rule that we had been told would be coming soon 


NEBRASKA- Yes 


North Dokota- ND Insurance Dept. has completed a comparison analysis of the EHB choices in ND. The report is 


available on the Insurance Dept. website. 


OKLAHOMA-Yes, It is underway 


PENNSYLVANIA- No, although federal guidance states that this information should not be used as a factor to determine 


the EHB package chosen, Pennsylvania believes it is useful information. Our contractor is providing some cost benefit 


analysis information as part of its study. We have not determined at this point if additional analysis will be pursued 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- No, not as of yet, but it is under discussion 


UTAH- No 


VIRGINIA- No, Virginia worked closely with the health plans during the evaluation process. there was little variance 


among the small group plans and the association participants recommended the Anthem Small Group PPO as the 


benchmark 


WYOMING -No 


4. If so and if it has been completed, may the RGPPC attain a copy of the analysis? 


ALABAMA- When it is complete  


ALASKA –N/A 


ARIZONA- It has not been completed but can be shared when it is finished 


FLORIDA-N/A 


GEORGIA- N/A 


IDAHO-N/A 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- We would be willing to provide the analysis that was completed  


LOUISIANA- Yes, when it is complete 


MAINE- N/A 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- yes, a copy of the study completed for the State of Nebraska is found at 


http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf  


NEW JERSEY- N/A 


OKLAHOMA- Yes, when it is finished 


PENNSYLVANIA- If further cost analysis is performed, Pennsylvania will share it with the RGPPC. The report produced by 


our contractor will also be made public once it is completed and will be available on the Pennsylvania Insurance 


Department's website 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes, when it is completed 


TENNESSEE- N/A 


UTAH- N/A 


VIRGINIA- N/A 


WYOMING – N/A 


5. If your state has not done so already, do you plan on conducting an actuarial cost analysis? 


ALABAMA- Yes 


ALASKA- Yes, once a decision is made regarding a benefit package it is likely an actuarial analysis will be completed 


ARIZONA- Yes, we are researching the potential average premium 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency’s assignment to conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


GEORGIA- No, we do not plan to conduct such an actuarial cost analysis. Given the limited options, the lack of final EHB 


regulations to date, and the stated deadline of September 30th, Georgia will not likely conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


IDAHO- No, Not planning on it; DOI does not yet have a staff actuary  


INDIANA- Yes, already been completed  


IOWA- Yes, Gov. Branstad believes if an exchange will be forced on Iowa, then it should be built by Iowa. At that time, a 


study would be necessary and would be completed. 


LOUISIANA – Yes, the DOI will do it 


MAINE- No plans at present 


MISSISSIPPI- No, we will conduct an analysis once able to determine cost sharing parameters  


NEBRASKA- Yes 


NEW JERSEY- It seems unlikely, given the delay in issuing the federal rule, that we can complete an analysis before we 


must decide 


OKLAHOMA-Yes 



http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf





 


 


PENNSYLVANIA- No. Pennsylvania has not conducted this type of analysis, and we are discussing the possibility of 


pursuing this option. We do believe it will be useful information 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes 


TENNESSEE- Possibly but timing and finding are issues 


UTAH- No, probably not 


VIRGINIA- Yes, it is possible that Virginia will conduct an analysis if it is found to be appropriate / needed 


WYOMING -No 


6. If have not done so already, is your state planning to apply for an innovation grant either for funding or 


model testing? 


ALABAMA- Alabama is considering applying for an innovative grant 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- We are still reviewing the FOA and have not made a final decision 


FLORIDA- Not at this time 


GEORGIA- We have not finalized our decision on applying for an innovation grant 


IDAHO- Not at this point 


INDIANA- N/A 


IOWA- We are drafting an application for the Governor to review before a decision on submission is made.  


LOUISIANA- Probably not but are looking at the opportunities versus the requirements 


MAINE- Not at this point 


MISSISSIPPI- Have not considered this yet  


NEBRASKA- No 


NEW JERSEY- No 


OKLAHOMA- No 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania is currently examining the feasibility of applying for a Model Design State Innovation 


Grant through CMMI. We are in the process of compiling the necessary information to complete the application 


SOUTH DAKOTA-No 


TENNESSEE- We are evaluating the grant to determine if it can assist with payment reforms we are currently working on. 


No decision has been made on if we will apply 


UTAH- Still evaluating, we’re not sure whether this would be compatible with innovation projects already in the works  







 


 


VIRGINIA- Virginia is currently exploring the option to apply 


WYOMING - No 
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Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:04:46 AM
Attachments: PA EHB Study Report 2012 08 29 Final.pdf

PA Sebelius Letter re EHB Final 9.26.12.pdf
LA EHB Letter Draft.pdf
VA EHB letter.pdf
2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf
2012-09-27 EHB RGPPC Survey Final.pdf

Importance: High

Thx fir the update yesterday. I was at doctor. Nicole is drafting the letter and I will forward tonight
or today. 

I met with CCIIO but don't have a lot of additional info yet. None on EHB. I will begin a series of
calls with them next week. They indicated we could select a state exchange on blueprint but also
develop contingency plans for certain sections just in case. 

I'm reaching out to OHCA for the weekly meeting. I'm hoping Thursdays. I will try to let you know
what I think is on the agenda so you can decide if you need to be there or we can touch base after.
Also going to be touching base with Mike Rhoades this week. . He met with CCIIO this week
actually. Anyway I want to really dig into the insurance market issues and I'm hopeful he can help
move the analysis along a bit, participate in calls and get info from other states. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 01:23 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org>; Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org>; Mike Schrimpf
<mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET 
 
Good Afternoon,  Chief of Staffs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
As we approach the HHS EHB Oct 1 deadline, many of you are seeking feedback regarding various
Republican states’ approaches.  Attached is a memo (2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf) which
highlights feedback regarding state efforts on the EHB issue.  Also provided are attachments of
letters, studies, and our latest- up to date EHB survey. See memo above for description of other
attachments.
 
As a reminder, RGPPC will host a conference call today at 5 PM ET to discuss these moving parts. 
Conference line is 1 800 653-7913 and access code is 4341764.
 
To state the obvious but to reiterate:   Please do not forward this email outside of your governor’s
office so that we may continue maintain the ability of our governors to share thoughts
confidentially.
 
Best,

24979
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1. Executive Summary 
 


A. Issue 
Under the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”)1 the federal Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) 
contemplates that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Commonwealth”) is permitted to define the 
minimum required health care services covered by new comprehensive health insurance plans sold in the 
individual and small group markets, both outside and inside the Health Insurance Exchange (“Exchange”) in 
2014 and later years. This minimum set of covered health care services is referred to as the essential health 
benefits (“EHB”).  


The selection of the EHB package would allow the Commonwealth to define the minimum services that will 
be covered by health insurance policies for approximately 1.6 million2 Pennsylvania consumers in 2014. HHS 
has determined a default EHB package for each state, and this selection will serve as the EHB package 
absent a state identifying a different benchmark health plan other than the default.  


A state identifying an EHB package (other than the default) to be effective in 2014 and 2015 must report this 
to the federal government during the third quarter of 2012. The federal guidance is incomplete and in some 
cases ambiguous regarding the specific requirements for EHB, so interpretations and assumptions must be 
made in any effort to comply with this deadline. Deloitte Consulting LLP (“Deloitte Consulting”) has prepared 
this report exploring various issues to assist the Commonwealth in making its decisions regarding EHB. 


  


B. Options 
Proposed guidance from HHS provides that the Commonwealth may choose an EHB “benchmark” plan from 
among the ten options listed below.  Pennsylvania’s EHB would then be defined by reference to the scope 
and limitations of covered services under that benchmark plan.  The four benchmark plan types (1st column) 
identified in the guidance provide for ten benchmark plan options for the Commonwealth to consider (2nd 
column). All of these options need to be supplemented because they do not cover the ACA’s ten required 
benefit categories. If a state does not make a selection, the proposed guidance from HHS indicates the 
default EHB package would be the largest plan (according to enrollment) among the three largest small 
group products in the state.   


 


  


 


                                                      
1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148) and Healthcare and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public 


Law 111-152). 
 
2 Estimates provided by Deloitte Consulting’s proprietary model; this number represents estimated enrollment for the non-grandfathered 
plans sold through the individual and small group markets, both on and off the Health Insurance Exchange. 
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Benchmark Plan Types Benchmark Plan Options 


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of the 
three largest small group 
insurance products in the 
State’s small group market 


 


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 -  
$2,500 Deductible 100% Coinsurance 


 


One of the three largest 
State employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment 


 


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP 


One of the three largest 
federal employee insurer 
options 


 


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option 


The largest HMO plan 
offered in the State’s 
commercial market 


 


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 


 


C. Findings 
Following are key findings resulting from the analysis of the Commonwealth’s available EHB options. 
 
1. The benchmark plan option selected will have only a small financial impact on the total level of 


Pennsylvania’s EHB – the difference in total value or cost between the highest and lowest of the ten 
options is approximately 1% (as shown by the blue bars in the chart below).  Because significant adult 
dental services are covered by some of the benchmark option plans, these plans have higher values and 
costs (with the adult dental services reflected in the green bars below).   
 
The ACA requires that the EHB reflect a scope of services “equal to the scope of benefits provided under 
a typical employer plan”, and the ten benchmark plan options proposed by HHS are therefore intended to 
reflect a typical employer plan.  The employer health benefits market is mature, and covered services are 
often quite similar among plans with large enrollment, so the narrow range of observed variation in the 
benchmark options is not unreasonable. 
 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over 
the lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that 
each of the ten benchmark plan options include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits 
in order to be compliant with the ACA. 
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Note that the 1% variation in cost level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB 
options.  It does not include the general increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from 
cost inflation and other ACA provisions such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community 
rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


2. The benchmark options are also substantially consistent with respect to the details of coverage 
of specific items and services – As would be expected, the benchmark plan options do not differ 
materially with respect to their scope of coverage of inpatient hospital and surgical services, major 
categories of prescription drugs, diagnostic testing, emergency services, etc.    


3. Some coverage differences do exist among the options – The most significant differences among 
the options with respect to scope of covered services are dental, specialized services (e.g., chiropractic 
care, private duty nursing), long term care, skilled nursing facility, hospice, mental health, and substance 
abuse. 


4. All benchmark options will need to be supplemented – All ten benchmarks need to be supplemented 
because they do not generally cover habilitative services and some do not cover pediatric oral and 
pediatric vision services.  ACA requires supplementation of the current benefits in these cases. 


5. The highest-value benchmark options are the Federal employees’ plans – due to coverage of dental 
benefits for adults as well as children. 
 


6. The lowest-value benchmark option is the Keystone Health Plan East HMO in Pennsylvania’s 
small group market – due to limited benefit coverage in services such as inpatient hospital, mental 
health, and substance abuse. 
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D. Considerations 
Following are considerations that should be taken into account when reviewing the identified benchmark plan 
options for an EHB package and to gather an understanding of potential impacts and related decisions 
regarding insurance regulation in Pennsylvania. 
 


1. Advantages and disadvantages of higher-value EHB options - A relatively higher-value EHB 
package will ensure that Pennsylvanians insured under new individual and small group policies 
beginning in 2014 are covered for a larger scope of medical services, such as full coverage of mental 
health and substance abuse.  Higher-value EHB options tend to have fewer qualitative limits on 
coverage, and may be simpler to communicate and comprehend.  A relatively higher-value EHB 
package would result in less affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Decreased affordability would tend to increase the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers less latitude for flexibility and innovation in plan 
design. 
 


2. Advantages and disadvantages of lower-value EHB options – A relatively lower-value EHB 
package would allow for more affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Increased affordability would tend to reduce the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers greater latitude for flexibility and innovation in 
plan design. A relatively lower-value EHB package may expose covered Pennsylvanians, including 
vulnerable populations, to greater costs at point of service by more narrowly defining the scope of 
covered items and services. 
 


3. Impact on vulnerable populations – The Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations, like other 
Pennsylvanians, will experience trade-offs.  For example, there is a balance to be achieved between 
scope of coverage and affordability as EHB options are reviewed.  Some specific benefits (e.g., 
mental health, substance abuse, children’s preventative services) will be of particular importance to 
some vulnerable (and less vulnerable) individuals, but it is not possible to identify any option that 
produces an ’optimal’ result for all vulnerable populations or for the people of the Commonwealth in 
general.  All options will involve trade-offs of the kinds listed above. 
 


4. It is important to reiterate that all of the Commonwealth’s benchmark options are similar in 
overall value and scope of covered services, other than adult dental services – The 
considerations listed above should be evaluated accordingly.  That is, any impact of the decision on 
benefit levels, affordability, consumer understanding, and vulnerable populations is likely to be small. 
 


5. Dental benefits – Private sector employee medical benefit plans typically do not include substantial 
dental services (routine check-ups and preventive services are sometimes included).  If the 
Commonwealth chooses a benchmark plan option including dental services, it could extend basic 
dental coverage to Pennsylvanians who otherwise would not purchase it.  The disadvantages of 
such a choice would include a decrease in affordability and a disruption of current typical benefit 
designs. 


6. Supplementation - Federal guidance is not clear on the process to determine whether a particular 
plan adequately covers each of the ten ACA required benefit categories. The approach followed for 
this analysis is to determine whether some coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service 
areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to require supplementation in any case in which a 
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benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified service area (e.g. hospitalization, 
pediatric oral services). 


7. State-mandated benefits – ACA requires that states defray the additional federal cost associated 
with any additional state-mandated benefits (beyond the EHB) or state-mandated benefits enacted 
after 12/31/11 for individuals receiving federal subsidies on the Exchange.  However,  


a. Nine of the ten benchmark options include all relevant state-mandated benefits, so additional 
costs would be incurred only if the Commonwealth selected the Government Employees 
Health Association Standard Option (i.e., one of the federal employee plans) as the EHB and 
continued to mandate the medical foods benefit.  Costs of approximately $430,080 for 2014 
would be incurred by the Commonwealth for an estimated 224,000 average monthly 
subsidized members. These costs will increase over time, as more people are anticipated to 
purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  The costs are estimated to grow to 
approximately $1 million in 2016 based on 467,000 average monthly subsidized members.   


b. Costs associated with the “Dental Care for Special Needs and Young Children” mandate 
enacted after 12/31/11 have been determined to be nil for 2014 since these services were 
covered by all of the ten benchmark option plans prior to the mandate.   


EHB rules regarding state benefit mandates for 2016 and later years are not yet defined, but could 
result in additional Commonwealth costs or decisions.  Federal guidance indicates that while state- 
mandated benefits currently included in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond.  The Commonwealth may also take the 
opportunity to evaluate current state benefit requirements and consider revisions to manage the 
transition to EHB smoothly or minimize costs, disruptions, and regulatory inconsistencies across 
insurance market segments as EHB takes effect.   


The balance of this report describes: 


• The analysis of Pennsylvania’s EHB options, including approach, federal guidance, and results, 
• The EHB options, including details of the ten benchmark plan options, and 
• The data, assumptions, and methodology used in the analysis.  


 
Appendices are referenced throughout the report and are provided at the end of the report. 
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2. Analysis 
This section describes the federal guidance available at the time of the analysis and findings with respect to 
questions specified by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department (the “Department”). 


A.  Federal Guidance 
Section 1302 of the ACA requires that the Secretary of HHS define the EHB to reflect the scope of benefits 
covered by a typical employer plan.  EHB must cover at least 
ten general categories of items and services specified in the 
ACA (see table on right). The proposed guidance provides 
states with a process to choose from ten benchmark plans 
available in the market today. Key points from the federal 
guidance are summarized below: 


• EHB Options & Selection Process - The December 
2011 EHB Bulletin from HHS provided a process for 
states to select their EHB and proposes that states 
must select an EHB benchmark plan in the third 
quarter two years prior to the coverage year. Thus, 
HHS anticipates that the selection of the benchmark 
plan for 2014 and 2015 would need to take place in 
the third quarter of 2012 for states to choose from the 
ten benchmark options and provide their EHB 
package to HHS.  The submission process includes 
an indication of the plan chosen and confirmation of 
coverage of the ten ACA mandated categories of service. Recent verbal requests from HHS indicate 
that additional information may be required, and that HHS will “complete” the selection of EHBs for a 
state if the state does not select a benchmark plan and determine if supplementary coverage is 
needed. 


• EHB Level of Detail – Insurers are required to provide HHS with summary information on potential 
benchmark plans.  HHS has specified 45 different categories of service (plus an “other” category of 
service) for purposes of this reporting. These service categories are listed in the EHB Data Collection 
Final Rule Appendix G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package, and have not been 
identified as services that must be included in EHB. 


• Defining EHB - Cost sharing components such as deductible, copayments and coinsurance are not 
part of the definition of the EHB; instead, the cost sharing features are part of the actuarial value 
calculation used to determine the metallic tier of the plan.   


• Inclusion of the ten ACA statutory benefit categories – Federal guidance is not clear on the process 
to determine whether a particular plan design adequately covers each of the ten ACA required 
benefit categories. For purposes of this study, it is assumed that coverage of each of the specific 
items or services within the statutory description of the category constitutes coverage of that 
statutory category.    For example for the ACA benefit category of “rehabilitative & habilitative 


10 ACA Required Benefit Categories 
1. Ambulatory patient services 
2. Emergency services 
3. Hospitalization 
4. Maternity & newborn care 
5. Mental health & substance use 


disorder services 
6. Prescription drugs 
7. Rehabilitative & habilitative 


services & devices 
8. Laboratory services 
9. Preventive & wellness services 


& chronic disease management 
10. Pediatric services, including oral 


& vision  







  Page 8 
 


services & devices”, plans were reviewed for coverage of both rehabilitative and habilitative services 
and devices (i.e., durable medical equipment, hearing aids) to determine whether supplementing 
benefits was necessary. 


 


Federal guidance referenced during this study is listed in Appendix A. 


B. Pennsylvania’s EHB Options 
The ten benchmark plan options the Commonwealth may consider for the EHB package are outlined in the 
table below. The federal guidance allows states to select a benchmark plan from among plans offered:  


o in the small group market,  
o to the state employees, 
o to federal government employees, and 
o in the HMO commercial market. 


 
The guidance is specific in describing which plans are to be considered (e.g., those plans with the highest 
enrollment within the products with the highest enrollment in the small group market) and distinguishes 
between plan and product aggregation levels3.  Each benchmark plan option must be reviewed against the 
ten ACA mandated benefit categories and supplemented as necessary (as reflected in the last column of the 
table below). Additional detail on the benefits and any required supplementation for each of these options is 
provided in Section 3. 
 


4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of 
the three largest 
small group 
insurance products 
in the State’s small 
group market 


  


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay Yes 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) Yes 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 - $2500 Deductible 
100% Coinsurance 


Yes 


One of the three 
largest State 
employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment  


  


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO Yes 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO Yes 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP Yes 


                                                      
3  Per the EHB Bulletin: “Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
insurer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific benefits and cost-sharing 
provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with different cost-sharing structures and rider options may 
derive from a single product.” 
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4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


One of the three 
largest federal 
employee insurer 
options 


  


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option Yes 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option Yes 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option Yes 


The largest HMO 
plan offered in the 
State’s commercial 
market 


  


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 Yes 


 
C. Considerations in Selecting EHB  
This section includes items for the Commonwealth to consider as benchmark options are evaluated. 
 
1. Affordability 


 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over the 
lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that all ten 
plans fall within a range of approximately 1% of premium as shown in the blue bars below, which translates 
to approximately $5 per member per month (PMPM).  The green bars reflected the additional increase to 
cover some adult dental benefits which are included in the federal plan options.  
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Because premium differences among the ten options are within this relatively narrow range when adult 
dental is removed (assumed to be possible if a federal option is selected), the impact of the Commonwealth’s 
selection of an EHB benchmark plan can be expected to have a corresponding limited impact on affordability 
of coverage in the individual and small group markets. Note that each of the ten benchmark plan options 
include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits in order to be compliant with the ACA.  This 
process and these estimates are described in Section 4.   


2. Consumers’ understanding of benefit package  
 


As the Commonwealth reviews the benchmark options, another item to keep in mind is how well consumers 
will be able to understand the benefits. When limitations and other specific exclusions are placed on benefits, 
this typically increases the potential for consumer misunderstanding.  For example, the Health Assurance 
PPO plan design includes the limit of 45 inpatient days per year (which is a combined limit for physical 
therapy, speech therapy, and occupational therapy) and a limit of 30 outpatient visits per year (combined 
limit for same three services) for rehabilitation services.  Those complications make it more difficult for 
consumers to understand versus other benchmark options that have no constraints on the service.  
However, many of these differences are minor. 


In the table below, additional considerations regarding consumers’ understanding of the EHB package are 
presented. 


Consideration Discussion 
Ø Level of detail the 


Commonwealth provides 
to consumers (and 
insurers) 


Ø The Commonwealth can define the level of detail to be provided on 
the EHB and provide the public and industry with this information 
(e.g., the 46 categories of service used in this analysis) so 
consumers would have more information about the minimum 
coverage (vs. providing only the ten ACA mandated categories of 
service).  The additional detail would most likely help consumers 
better understand what is covered in the EHB package.  


Ø Consistency across 
markets 


Ø The public understanding of the EHB package will improve as it is 
used consistently across markets.  For example, if the same 
requirements are also applied to the large group market4, 
understanding will improve. 


 


3. Insurers’ Flexibility 
 
Selecting an EHB package from one of the ten available benchmark options should not materially impact the 
level of insurers’ flexibility or innovation as they design products and plans.  If the Commonwealth selects an 
option that has the lowest level of coverage, insurers would have more flexibility to add to it.  If the 
Commonwealth selects an option with the more comprehensive coverage, there may be slightly more 
consistency across plans being offered, but there is slightly less opportunity for insurers to innovate.   
 
In addition, under current federal guidance, insurers may offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the 
EHB and modify as necessary to reflect the ten required ACA benefit categories.  This flexibility applies to 


                                                      
4 Applying the EHB requirements to the large group market would require legislative action by the General Assembly mandating its 
application to the large group market. 
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both the specific service and quantitative limits. HHS is considering allowing insurers to substitute both 
across and within the ten ACA mandated categories. Additional HHS guidance is expected on the allowable 
methods to substitute and conditions that must be met (e.g., actuarial equivalence). 


4. Commonwealth’s Most Vulnerable Populations 
 


The needs of vulnerable populations should be considered as the Commonwealth evaluates the ten 
benchmark options: 
 


Considerations Discussion 
Ø Who are the vulnerable 


populations? 
Vulnerable populations are groups that may need additional assistance 
in accessing appropriate medical care due to social or economic 
situations. Examples may include consumers: 


• In particular geographic locations, 
• With primary languages other than English, 
• With disabilities, certain medical needs, or high health needs,  
• That have low incomes, or 
• Who have limited education. 


Ø How do their health 
care needs differ from 
others? 


The vulnerable populations’ health care needs differ from those of others 
in a variety of ways, for example: 


• They may have transportation issues getting to an appointment 
either because they can’t drive or don’t own a car, 


• They may have language barriers and need help reading in 
English and/or translating to another language, 


• They may have physical or behavioral health conditions that limit 
their abilities to make or keep appointments, or 


• They may have trouble understanding the health care system, 
their benefits, and possible providers. 


Ø What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
benchmark options as it 
relates to the vulnerable 
population? 


All ten benchmark options have been supplemented to cover the ten 
ACA mandated benefit categories including those that specifically 
address children.  However, the benchmark options vary in specific 
services in terms of the degree of coverage.  For example, mental health 
and substance abuse services vary across the ten benchmark options 
as different limitations apply on outpatient and inpatient services. 


Ø Other Considerations • One way protect to the vulnerable population is to appropriately 
compensate insurers for these populations through the 
Commonwealth’s risk adjustment mechanisms. 


• Many of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations currently 
have access to public programs (e.g., Medical Assistance, CHIP, 
Medicare), and will therefore not be impacted by the decisions 
regarding EHB. 


 
5. Commonwealth Uninsured Residents  
 
As stated earlier, the estimated premium cost levels for the seven benchmark options that do not cover 
significant adult dental services fall within a range of approximately 1%.  Note that the 1% variation in cost 
level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB options.  It does not include the general 
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increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from cost inflation and other ACA provisions 
such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


The number of the currently uninsured population that will obtain individual or small group insurance in 2014 
and beyond will depend on the affordability of the EHB package selected.  Assuming that the price elasticity 
of demand is 20% on average, a 1% increase in premium rates would reduce enrollment in the market by 
0.2%.   
 
6. Commonwealth’s residents with employer sponsored coverage 


 
The selection of the EHB package will directly impact employer sponsored coverage in the small group 
market.  The selection of the EHB from the ten options could result in small group employers needing to 
adjust their plans to include or reduce benefits or modify limitations on some services (e.g., home health 
care, skilled nursing facility, mental health, substance abuse).   However, these adjustments are expected to 
have a small impact on total small group enrollment.  
 
7. Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 
 
Based on information provided by the Department, no portion of the Commonwealth’s current Medical 
Assistance program has elected the 2006 option (under Social Security Law Section 1937) to align benefit 
packages to a “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plan.  If that option had been selected, those plan 
designs would also have to meet (or be supplemented to meet) the ten required ACA benefit categories.  
Note that these “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plans could be different from the EHB selected for 
the individual and small group market and that there are some overlapping benchmark options. This 
requirement would pertain to any Medical Assistance expansion as well.  Similarly, the Commonwealth’s 
CHIP program has not been based upon a benchmark plan, with the exception of dental coverage. 
 
Therefore, the establishment of an EHB package as required by the ACA will not have a direct impact on the 
Medical Assistance or CHIP programs.  However, if the Commonwealth proceeds with the Medicaid 
expansion authorized under the ACA, benefits for the newly-eligible members will be required to be 
consistent with a section 1937 benchmark plan and cover the ten statutory EHB benefit categories. 


In comparing the ten benchmark options to the Commonwealth’s current Medical Assistance and CHIP 
programs, we note the following relative advantages and disadvantages: 


Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Benchmark options cover specialist visits, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans do not 
Ø Benchmark options cover unlimited outpatient coverage, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans 


provide coverage with limits 
Ø Medical Assistance covers skilled nursing care and hospice care, where most of the benchmark options 


provide limited coverage 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


Medical Assistance plans 
Ø Drug coverage is limited by number of prescriptions for Medical Assistance plans, but not for the benchmark 


plans 
Ø Dental and oral services for children are covered for the Medical Assistance plans and are only covered in the 


federal benchmark plans (with some limits on visits per year) 
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Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams for children are not covered for the Medical Assistance plans, while the 
Keystone Health Plan East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits)  


Ø All benchmark plans, excluding the federal plans, do not include adult dental services, while the Medical 
Assistance plans have very restrictive coverage on dental and oral services 
 


Benchmark Options comparison to CHIP 


Ø CHIP is limited in annual visits to several providers and places of service (e.g., primary care physician, 
specialists, outpatient or ambulatory surgery, outpatient hospitalization), where the benchmark options are 
rarely limited 


Ø CHIP is limited in the number of inpatient days covered, where most of the benchmark plans provide coverage 
without limitations 


Ø CHIP covers skilled nursing care and hospice care with limits similar to most of the benchmark options 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


CHIP plans 
Ø Dental and oral services are covered for CHIP, and are only covered in the federal benchmark plans (with 


some limits on visits per year) 
Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams are covered with some limits for CHIP, while the Keystone Health Plan 


East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits) 
 


 


D. State-mandated Benefits  
This section addresses state-mandated benefits as the Commonwealth considers their EHB options. 


 
1. Considerations 
 
As the Commonwealth reviews the EHB benchmark options, applicable state-mandated benefits (refer to 
detailed description of state-mandated benefits in Appendix B) should be considered.  The advantages of 
continuing these mandates are less disruption in the marketplace and less burdensome insurer 
administrative costs to transition to the applicable EHB option.   The advantage of repealing the mandates is 
that there would not be mandated benefits to regulate, separate from those required under the ACA.  
Critically, repealing the mandates would also mean that if those mandated benefits are not included in the 
EHB package for 2016 and beyond, there would be no state budgetary impact to covering those benefits: 
proposed guidance indicates that while mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the 
state in 2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond, with the result that the state would have to cover 
the cost for those excluded mandates.  Below is a list of specific considerations (in addition to costs which 
are discussed below) that should inform the Commonwealth regarding continuation, modification, or 
termination of benefit mandates.   
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Consideration Relevant state-mandated benefit examples 
Benefit is mandated in federal law and 
therefore could be repealed since 
coverage would still be provided 


Ø Childhood Immunizations  
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Mammography Screenings 


Benefit is routinely covered in the 
industry and therefore, if repealed, has a 
potential lower risk of being removed 
from plans  


Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
 


Benefit impacts large numbers of people Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Newborn Children 


Repealing mandate would position this 
coverage back to market averages 


Ø Medical Foods 
 


 
The table below identifies which of the relevant state-mandated services (as rows) are covered by each of 
the ten benchmark options (as columns), and provides an estimated PMPM cost of the mandated benefit (in 
the far right column), if the cost is expected to be over $0.10 PMPM which was the materiality threshold for 
this study.  Note FEHBP’s GEHA PPO option does not cover the current mandate on medical foods.  The 
numbering scheme in the table below corresponds to the ordering of the state-mandated benefits in 
Appendix B.   
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Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Insurers FEHBP Benchmark Plans Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


Estimated Cost 
of Mandated 


Benefit PMPM 
  


Commonwealth-
specific Benefit 


Mandate 


1 
Highmark 


PPO 


2 
Aetna 
HMO 
(POS) 


3 
Health 


Assurance 
PPO 


4 
Highmark 


Health 
Insurance 
Company 


PPO 


5 
Keystone 


Health 
Plan 


Central 
HMO 


6 
UHC 


CDHP 


7 
BCBS 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


8 
BCBS 
Basic 
Option 
PPO 


9 
GEHA 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


10 
Keystone 


Health Plan 
East HMO 


G
ro


up
 


Po
lic


y 
B


en
ef


its
 


1 Alcohol/Substance 
Abuse [a] Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under  threshold 


G
ro


up
 a


nd
 In


di
vi


du
al


 P
ol


ic
y 


B
en


ef
its


 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer Hormone 
Treatment 


Yes [b] Yes Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Under threshold 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


10 Diabetic Supplies & 
Education Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / Pap 
Smear 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


15 Mammography 
Screenings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes $0.25 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


17 Maternity Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 
18 Medical Foods Yes Yes Yes Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [d] Yes [d] No [e] Yes $0.16 
19 Newborn Children Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


21 
Dental Anesthesia for 
Special Needs and 
Young Children [f] 


No [g] No [g] No [g] Not 
specified [h]] 


Not 
specified [h] No Not 


specified [h] 
Not 
specified [h] 


Not 
specified [h] No [g] Under threshold 


 
[a] Benefits appear to be covered, however plan documents may not specify the level of detail described within the mandate. 
[b] Chemotherapy included.  Cancer hormone treatment not specified. 
[c] Exclusion on page 72 of the SPD states that "enteral formula may be covered with certain diagnoses".  The mandated diagnoses are not specified explicitly. 
[d] Medical foods are included only when administered by catheter or nasogastric tubes. 
[e] Enteral formula that is available without a prescription is not covered. 
[f] Mandated benefit effective 2012 and not yet included in the plan documents reviewed. 
[g] Dental services are neither offered through the base policy nor offered as a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer. 
[h] Dental services are provided under a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer.  The PEBTF HMO is closed to new entrants. 
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2. Costs 
 
The ACA requires that states cover certain costs related to mandated benefits unless included in the 
selected benchmark plan and enacted prior to 12/31/11. If a particular mandated benefit is not reflected in 
the EHB package, or if the mandate was enacted after 12/31/11, there will be associated costs for the 
Commonwealth to continue to require inclusion of the mandated coverage in health insurance policies.   
 
Proposed guidance indicates that mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015.  For 2016 and beyond, however, a decision has not been communicated.  For example, HHS 
may develop an approach which excludes some of the state-mandated benefits and requires states to cover 
the additional costs related to subsidized members. 
 
These Commonwealth costs are described below in two parts: 
 


a) The Commonwealth will need to pay a portion of the premium for consumers eligible for federal 
premium subsidies and 


b) The Commonwealth will have to pay the cost of reduced cost sharing applicable to the mandated 
benefit for eligible consumers. 


 
If the Commonwealth were to select benchmark option #9 (i.e., GEHA Standard Option PPO plan) as the 
EHB benchmark plan, the Commonwealth would incur a cost associated with mandating medical foods, 
estimated to be $0.16 PMPM or $430,080,5 per year assuming 224,000 average monthly subsidized 
individual members being covered through the Exchange in 2014.  These costs will increase over time, as 
more people are anticipated to purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  Notwithstanding the so-
called individual mandate in the ACA, many states and industry experts working on designing Exchanges 
expect that the peak enrollment through Exchanges will not be seen until perhaps the third year of Exchange 
operation. The costs are estimated to grow to approximately $1 million6 in 2016 based on 467,000 average 
monthly subsidized members. 
 
Note that these costs represent item (a) from above – that is, the portion of the costs associated with paying 
for a portion of the premium subsidies only. Costs associated with (b) noted above are more difficult to 
quantify since they would be dependent on whether the mandated benefit was part of service that had 
reduced cost sharing (which is determined by the insurers, not the states) and the degree to which the 
benefit was utilized by those consumers eligible for the cost sharing reductions.    
 
 
3. Funding Options 
 
If the Commonwealth does continue to require mandated benefits above the level of EHB, either through 
benefits not included in one of the benchmark options (i.e., Option #9 does not cover the medical foods 
mandate) or through new mandates, potential funding sources to generate additional revenue are as follows:   
 


                                                      
5 $430,080 = $0.16 PMPM x 224,000 average members x 12 months enrolled 
6 $1 million = $0.18 PMPM x 467,000 average members x 12 months enrolled; two years of 6.5% trend is applied to $0.16 PMPM to 
arrive at $0.18 PMPM 
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Funding Option Advantages Disadvantages 


Insurer/Premium Fee – 
percentage of premium, per 
member enrolled fee, or variation 
applied to on and off Exchange 
insurers 
 
Note – Commonwealth would 
need to define which markets 
would be responsible for the fee 
(e.g., individual, small group, large 
group), and would need to 
consider how/whether it could be 
applied to self-funded plans 


ü Should not result in different 
premiums purchased on vs. 
off Exchange 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Assessing fee to a broader 
group will result in a lower 
cost per individual than fees 
charged on Exchange only, 
since it spreads costs across 
a larger number of people 


ü Predictable due to size of 
market the fee is spread 
across. 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing  fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates 


ü Individuals and businesses 
purchasing coverage outside 
the Exchange are required to 
pay a part of the premium of 
those who purchase through 
an Exchange and get federal 
subsidization.  


Insurer/Premium Fee on 
Exchange Only – similar to above 
fee, but collected from on 
Exchange insurers only 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 
 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates on Exchange 


ü Premiums for similar policies 
off Exchange may be cheaper 
than those on Exchange, 
resulting in possible adverse 
selection for off Exchange 
policies 


Exchange User Fee – percentage 
of premium or flat dollar amount 
collected from consumers or small 
business for policies issued on the 
Exchange.   
 


ü May be feasible to implement 
and collect ongoing through 
Exchange 


ü Can adjust amount as funding 
needs change 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 


ü May discourage participation 
in Exchange transactions due 
to extra cost 


ü May be difficult to estimate 
since fees are dependent on 
Exchange participation 


Exchange Revenue Models – third 
party(ies) sell products or services 
or advertise on the Exchange and 
the Commonwealth/Exchange 
receives a portion of the revenue 


ü No expected impact on cost of 
premiums purchased either on 
or off Exchange 


ü Additional services being 
offered on Exchange may 
result in more policies being 
purchased on the Exchange 


ü Revenue may be difficult to 
predict 


ü Potential to take time to 
incorporate into Exchange 
and collect revenue 
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As noted above, it is not clear how EHB will be defined for 2016 and later (i.e., after the transition period), 
which state-mandated benefits will be allowed to be part of that package, and the potential costs incurred by 
the Commonwealth. For example, HHS may remove some of the state-mandated benefits and require states 
to cover the additional costs related to subsidized members. The estimated cost of the relevant current state-
mandated benefits is $0.47 PMPM7 which translates to approximately $2.6 million8 per year assuming 
467,000 average consumers purchasing subsidized insurance on Exchange in 2016.  This amount may 
increase with any new mandated benefits enacted in the Commonwealth. 
 
4. Exemption from State-mandated Benefits for Policies Sold On Exchange 


 
The table below lists advantages and disadvantages associated with requiring state-mandated benefits for 
the off Exchange markets only.  Note that four of the relevant mandates will be required under federal law, 
regardless of Pennsylvania requirements. These four include childhood immunizations, emergency 
reimbursement, gynecological examinations/pap smear, and mammography screenings. Note that benefit 
mandates tend to increase costs for affected employers, making it harder to provide employee coverage and 
making it more likely that some employers will stop offering coverage. 


Requiring state-mandated benefits only for policies sold off Exchange  
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Allows for somewhat greater flexibility and innovation 
in benefit design for insurers 


Ø Inconsistent benefit packages off vs. on Exchange 


Ø Variation in options for consumers and small 
businesses 


Ø Potentially confusing for consumers and small 
businesses  


Ø No additional cost to the Commonwealth to cover a 
portion of the premium and cost sharing subsidies 


Ø Potential political and consumer resistance 


 
Requiring mandated benefits off Exchange would create an uneven marketplace in which benefits could 
differ causing differences in premium. The Exchange could have plans with lower premiums since those 
plans may not include state-mandated benefits.  This difference in premium could result in more people 
purchasing their insurance on the Exchange.   
 
 


E. Large Group Considerations 
Below we list some other considerations specifically for the large group market. 
 
1. EHB Applicability to Large Group Market 


 
The ACA does not require large group employers (currently defined as over 50 employees in Pennsylvania, 
but to be defined as over 100 employees effective 1/1/2016) to cover the EHB package in their insured 
plans.  The Commonwealth could examine the possibility of mandating the EHB package for the insured 
large group market.  The table below lists some advantages and disadvantages to consider: 
 


                                                      
7 $0.47 PMPM = $0.25 PMPM for mammography screenings + $0.16 PMPM for medical foods, both trended at 6.5% for two years. 
8 $2.6 million = $0.47 PMPM x 467,000 average monthly members x 12 months. 
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Requiring EHB for Large Group Market 
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Promotes consistency across markets  (i.e., individual, 
small group, and large group) 


Ø Potential resistance from large employers, due to 
resulting cost and administrative burdens 


Ø Easier for consumers to understand Ø Inconsistency between insured and self-funded benefit 
plans 


 
Note also that the ACA requirement for EHB does not apply to any self-insured plans or grandfathered plans. 
 
2. Impact on large group plans not subject to EHB requirements 
 


The ACA does not require that large group plans offer EHB.  However, large group plans may not impose 
annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB (but may impose non-dollar limits as can the individual and small 
group markets). In addition, large group plans may continue to impose annual and lifetime dollar limits on 
benefits that do not fall within the definition of EHB (just as individual and small group plans may).  
 
Therefore, large group employers will in any event need to evaluate the EHB against their plan designs and 
make appropriate adjustments to comply with the no annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB requirement.  
The EHB requirement is likely to impact the majority of the large group plans with annual and dollar 
maximums, since they will need to be adjusted so they don’t apply to EHB.  The ten benchmark options are 
generally consistent; however there are some differences (e.g., private duty nursing, infertility treatment) that 
could impact the number of revisions required in large group policies. 
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3. EHB Options 
 
This section of the report details the EHB benchmark plan options available to Pennsylvania. 
 
EHB must cover at least ten general categories of items and services specified in the ACA, as previously 
specified in the report.  The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options, as shown on the following 
pages, are reflective of the 46 benefit categories provided in HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  There is 
no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 benefit categories to be required to demonstrate 
compliance with the ten categories.    
 
Detailed benefit information was reviewed for the ten benchmark plan options and summarized in the table 
contained in the following pages.  The table presents the ten benchmark plan options across the columns 
and the benefits as rows of the table (note the detailed benefit rows identified in HHS’ delineation for the web 
portal are grouped into the ten ACA statutory required benefit categories as shown in light blue rows).  Also 
note the contents of each of the cells reflect a:  


o “Yes” if the benefit is covered without quantitative limits,  
o “No” if the benefit is not covered, or  
o Includes language to describe the quantitative limit that applies to the benefit. 


 
Some of the ten ACA required benefit categories were missing from the ten benchmark plan options, as 
indicated by the light yellow shading in the table. The supplementing process needed for these benefits is 
described in Section 4. 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


1 
Ambulatory Patient 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Primary Care to Treat An 
Illness or Injury Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialist Visit Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Other Practitioner Office 
Visit (Nurse, Physician 
Assistant) 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


  Private Duty Nursing 
Limit 240 hours 


per year 


Only for non-
hospitalizatio
n of acute-
illness or 


injury Not Specified 


Limit 240 hours 
per year and 8 
hours per day No 


Limit 240 hours per 
year and 8 hours 


per day No No No 


Limit 360 hours 
per calendar year 


for outpatient 
service.  Inpatient 


private duty 
nursing not 
included. 


  
Chiropractic Care/Spinal 
Manipulations 


Limit 20 visits 
per year Yes 


Limit 20 visits per 
year 


Yes; treatment 
plan required 


after six visits per 
year 


Subject to 60 
outpatient visit 


per year 
maximum 


Yes; treatment plan 
required after six 


visits per year 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiro


practic 
manipulations per 


year; benefits 
may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved 
areas 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiropr
actic manipulations 
per year; benefits 


may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved areas 


Limit 12 
chiropractic 


manipulations 
per year and 
$25 for x-rays 
per person per 


year 
Limit 20 visits per 


year 


  


Outpatient Facility Fee 
(e.g., Ambulatory Surgery 
Center) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Outpatient Surgery 
Physician/Surgical 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Non-Emergency Care 
When Traveling Outside 
the U.S. Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Home Health Care 
Services 


Limit 90 days 
per year 


Limit 60 
visits per 


year 
Limit 120 visits 


per year 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 
medically 
necessary 


days per 90-
day period 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 


hours per day 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 hours 


per day 


Limit 50 visits 
per year, up to 
2 hours per day 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Routine Dental Services 
(Adult) Not Specified No No No No No 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, 


radiographs, tests 
and lab tests, 


palliative 
treatment, 2 
prophylaxis 


(limited to 2 per 
person year, 


fluoride,  space 
maintenance, 
radio graphs, 


palliative 
treatment, space 


maintenance, 
amalgam 


restorations, filled 
or unfilled resin 


restorations, inlay 
restorations, 


other restorative 
care, extractions, 


oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, radio 


graphs (some 
limited to 4 
films/year), 


prophylaxis (limited 
to 2 per person per 


year), oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  Routine Eye Exam 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
program 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No No No 


Outpatient 
Vision therapy 


visits by an 
ophthalmologist 
or optometrist 


included 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 


  Routine Foot Care 
Only for 


diabetic care Not Specified 
Only for diabetic 


care 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for 
diabetic care; 
limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Covered when 
under treatment 


for a metabolic or 
peripheral 


vascular disease, 
such as diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment for 


a metabolic or 
peripheral vascular 
disease, such as 


diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment 
for a metabolic 
or peripheral 


vascular 
disease, such 
as diabetes 


Only for diabetic 
care 


  Infertility Treatment 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis and 
surgical 


treatment of 
the underlying 
medical cause; 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis 
and surgical 
treatment of 


the 
underlying 


medical 
cause, 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Counseling and 
voluntary 


sterilization 
covered.  All 


other services 
subject to $2,400 
combined lifetime 


limit. No No No 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; diagnosis 
and treatment 


of infertility 
covered with 


limits such as: 
$3,000 per 


person per year 


Artificial 
Insemination 
included only 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Acupuncture  Not Specified No Not Specified No No No 
Limit 24 visits per 


year Yes 


Limit 20 
procedures per 
person per year No 


  Cosmetic Surgery No No No No No No No No No No 


2 Emergency Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Emergency Room 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Emergency 
Transportation/Ambulance Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Urgent Care Centers or 
Facilities Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


3 Hospitalization YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Inpatient Hospital Services 
(e.g., Hospital Stay) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  
Inpatient Physician and 
Surgical Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Bariatric Surgery Yes Yes No No No No 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: Requiring 


Morbid Obesity 
Diagnosis for 2+ 


Years, 
participation in 
medical weight 
loss programs 
and nutritional 


counseling for 3+ 
months, 


psychological 
clearance, 


smoking/substan
ce abuse 


clearance, and 
evidence that 


prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 


18 and over 
where BMI >=40, 
or BMI >=35 w/1+ 


Co-Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such as: 


requires Morbid 
Obesity Diagnosis 


for 2+ Years, 
participation in 


medical weight loss 
programs and 


nutritional 
counseling for 3+ 


months, 
psychological 


clearance, 
smoking/substance 
abuse clearance, 
and evidence that 
prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 
18 and over where 
BMI >=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such 


as: requires 
documentation 


of failure to 
lower the BMI 
within the last 
12 months of 


diet and 
exercise of at 


least 6 months’ 
duration, must 


be over age 18, 
and have BMI 
>=40 or BMI 


between 35-40  
with Co-


Morbidities for 6 
months. 
Gastric 


restrictive 
procedures: 
Ages 18 and 


over where BMI 
>=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Limit 1 procedure 
per lifetime 


  
Long-Term/Custodial 
Nursing Home Care No No Not Specified No No No No No No 


Yes for Home 
Health Care 


Services 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Skilled Nursing Facility 


Unlimited: In 
network; limit 
100 days per 


benefit period: 
Out of network 


Limit 120 
days per 


member per 
year 


Limit 100 
inpatient days per 


year 
Limit 240 days 


per year 
Limit 180 days 


per year 
Limit 240 days per 


year 


Yes; Provides 
coverage only 


when Medicare 
Part A is primary 
and for days 21 - 


30. No 


Limit 14 days 
following acute 


care, up to 
$700 per day 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  Hospice Services Yes Yes Yes 
Limit $7,500 per 


lifetime 
Limit $7,500 
per lifetime 


Limit $7,500 per 
lifetime 


Yes; with limits 
on inpatient care 


such as: 
maximum of 7 


continuous days 
of coverage with 
each inpatient 


stay being 
separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 


Yes; with limits on 
inpatient care such 
as: maximum of 7 
continuous days of 
coverage with each 
inpatient stay being 


separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 
Limit $15,000 


per lifetime Yes 


4 
Maternity & Newborn 
Care YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Prenatal and Postnatal 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Delivery and All Inpatient 
Services for Maternity 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 


limits of up to 48 
hours after a 


regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a cesarean 
delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with inpatient 
stay limits of up to 
48 hours after a 
regular delivery 


and 96 hours after 
a cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 
limits of up to 


48 hours after a 
regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a 
cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary Yes 


5 


Mental Health & 
Substance Use Disorder 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Inpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days 


per year 


Limit 30 days per 
year for general 


and serious 
mental illness. 
Maximum 90 


days per lifetime 
for general 


mental illness.  


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day 
unless covered 


by per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit 
per covered 
day unless 
covered by 
per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day unless 
covered by per 


diem 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days per 


year 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; 
additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who 


have a 
diagnosis of 


autism 
spectrum 


disorder (limit 
of $36,000 per 


year). 


Limit 60 
visits per 
year for 
serious 
mental 


illness.  Limit 
20 visits per 


year for 
general 
mental 
illness. 


Limit 20 visits per 
year for general 
mental illness.  


Limit 60 visits per 
year for serious 
mental illness.  
Additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who have 


a diagnosis of 
autism spectrum 


disorder 
(diagnostic 


assessment limit 
1 per year). 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 20 visits per 
year; each 


inpatient visit can 
be exchanged for 


2 additional 
outpatient visits.  
Limit 60 visits for 
serious mental 


health  


  
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Inpatient Services Yes 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 30 
days per 


year; limit 90 
days per 
lifetime 
Detox: 


unlimited 
days per 
year at 


participating 
centers/limit 
7 days per 
admission 
and non-


participating 
centers; limit 
4 admissions 
per lifetime 


(participating 
and non-


participating 
combined) 


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 30 days per 
year; limit 90 


days per lifetime. 
Each inpatient 


visit can be 
exchanged for 2 


additional 
outpatient visits.   


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


 
 


 
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


visits 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 60 
visits per 
year; limit 


120 visits per 
lifetime. 30 


full or partial 
session visits 


of the 60 
visits may be 
exchanged 
on a 2 for 1 
basis for up 


to 
15 non-
hospital 


residential 
substance 


abuse 
treatment 


days. 
Detox: 


unlimited 


Limit 30 non-
hospital days per 
year and 90 non-
hospital days per 
lifetime.  Limit 60 
visits per year for 
outpatient care 
and transitional 


partial 
hospitalization.  


Up to 30 inpatient 
days can be 


exchanged on a 
2 for 1 basis to 
secure up to 15 


additional 
outpatient days. 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 visits per 
calendar year; 


limit 120 visits per 
lifetime 


6 Prescription Drugs YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  Generic Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Preferred Brand Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Non-Preferred Brand 
Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialty Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


7 


Rehabilitative & 
Habilitative Services & 
Devices NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Services 


Yes; physical 
medicine limit 
20 visits per 


year.  Limit 20 
ST visits and 
20 OT visits 


per year. 


Yes; limit 30 
visits per 


year 
combined for 
PT/OT; limit 
30 visits per 
year for ST 


Yes; limit 45 
inpatient days per 
year (combined 


limit for 
PT/ST/OT); limit 


30 outpatient 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/ST/OT) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; subject 
to combined 
OP visit limit 


of 60 visits per 
year 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; limit 75 visits 
per year 


(individual or 
combined limit for 
PT/ST/OT), plus 


cognitive 
rehabilitation 


therapy 


Yes; limit 50 visits 
per year (individual 
or combined limit 


for PT/ST/OT), plus 
cognitive 


rehabilitation 
therapy 


Yes; limit 60 
visits per year 
combined for 


PT/OT; limit 30 
visits per year 


for ST (a visit is 
defined as 2 


hours or less of 
care) 


Yes; with limits 
such as: cardiac 


rehabilitation 
therapy limited to 
36 visits per year, 
orthoptic/pleoptic 
therapy limited to 


8 session per 
lifetime, 


pulmonary 
rehabilitation 


therapy limited to 
36 sessions per 


year; limit 30 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/OT); limit 
20 visits per year 


for ST 


  Habilitation Services** No No No No No No No No No No 


  
Durable Medical 
Equipment Yes 


Limit $2,500 
per year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Hearing Aids No No No No No No 


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 
children up to 
age 22; limit 


$1,250 per 36 
months for adults 


ages 22+  


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 


children up to age 
22; limit $1,250 per 


36 months for 
adults ages 22+ 


Limit $500 per 
ear payable 


every five years No 


8 Laboratory Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Diagnostic Test (X-Ray 
and Laboratory Tests) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Imaging (CT/PET Scans, 
MRIs) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


9 


Preventive & Wellness 
Services & Chronic 
Disease Management YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  


Preventive 
Care/Screening/ 
Immunization 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; 
specified list 
of services 


and 
frequencies 


including 
routine adult 


physical 
exams 


limited to 1 
every 12 
months 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


  Weight Loss Program No No 
Limit $150 per 


year 
No; Online health 


coaching only 


No; Online 
health 


coaching only 
No; Online health 


coaching only No No No 


Yes; nutrition 
counseling 
included 


10 


Pediatric Services, 
Including Oral & Vision 
Care NO NO NO NO NO NO YES YES YES NO 


  
Dental Check-Up for 
Children 


Not specifically 
included/ 
excluded 


beyond regular 
limits No No No No No Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  
Routine Eye Exam for 
Children 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
programs 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Yes; limit 1 
exam per 


person per year 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Eye Glasses for Children 


Not specifically 
included/exclud


ed beyond 
regular limits 


Not 
specifically 


included/excl
uded beyond 
regular limits No No No No 


Limited one pair 
of eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per 


incident with 
limits such as 


those prescribed 
to correct an 
impairment 


directly caused 
by a single 
instance of 


accidental ocular 
injury or 


intraocular 
surgery 


Limited one pair of 
eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per incident 
with limits such as 
those prescribed to 


correct an 
impairment directly 
caused by a single 


instance of 
accidental ocular 


injury or intraocular 
surgery 


First pair of 
contact lenses 


or standard 
ocular implant 


lenses if 
required to 
correct an 
impairment 


existing after 
intraocular 
surgery or 


accidental injury Yes 


  Other                     


  
Most Recent 
Membership Snapshot 39,500*** Not Available 19,404             25,506 


  Date of Snapshot 3/31/2012 3/31/2012 3/31/2012             3/31/2012 


Department of Human Health and Services provided no mapping of the 10 ACA benefit categories to the 46 HHS defined categories; an exact mapping is not possible due to lack of definitions for categories 
and overlap in categories; mapping is therefore approximate      
            
      
*Some plans classify the brand prescription drug benefit by multi-source and single-source brand rather than preferred and non-preferred brand. While these two classifications are not equivalent in all cases, in 
general terms they indicate similar levels of coverage.      
**Habilitation benefits are not specified, and as such will need to be supplemented.   
***Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central basis.     
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4. Data, Methodology & 
Assumptions 


 
This section of the report provides background on the data, methodology and assumptions used in the 
analysis. 
 
 
A. Data 
Data was provided primarily through the Department and consisted of the following items. 
 
1. Benefit and Enrollment Information on the ten Benchmark Options 


 
The table below shows information received on the ten benchmark options.  The first three rows represent 
the largest three small group plans within each of the three largest small group products.  The three largest 
small group products were identified in the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight’s 
(“CCIIO”) “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest Three Small Group Products by State” memo issued 
July 3, 2012 (see Appendix A) and confirmed by the Department.   
 
Although the Department confirmed the three largest small group products, upon reviewing data reported to 
the Department by the insurers, the Department is not sure that the CCIIO ranking was accurate.  The 
enrollment reported by CCIIO for the Highmark Health Insurance Company represented only the 
membership in that product for Highmark’s Western region and did not acknowledge the membership in that 
product in Highmark’s Central region. If total membership were examined for the Highmark product, it would 
be the largest product in the small group market. At this time, it is unclear whether CCIIO will revise its 
product enrollment numbers to reflect this distinction or whether it will maintain its original determination for 
what would serve as the default in Pennsylvania.  
 
Note that most commonly purchased riders for plans with the largest enrollment were also reviewed (e.g., 
HealthAssurance’s pharmacy rider).  However, separate plans covering dental or vision benefits and benefit 
coverage under health reimbursement accounts were not reviewed for this study, since those plans were not 
indicated as part of the EHB determination process in the federal guidance. 
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Insurer Name Plan Name 
Rider(s) 


Provided? 
Plan 


Enrollment9 
Product 


Type 


Plan Document 
Analyzed and 
Effective Year 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
m


al
l G


ro
up


 P
la


ns
 Highmark Health 


Insurance 
Company 


Premium PPO Blue 
$10 


Yes 39,50010 PPO 


Certificate of 
Coverage 


(COC); 
6/1/2012 


Aetna Health 
Inc. (a PA 
corporation) 


Aetna Health 
Maintenance 
Organization 


Yes 
Not 


Available11 
POS 


COC; 
Effective year 
not specified  


HealthAssurance 
PA, Inc. 


Plan 91234 - $2,500 
Deductible, 100% 
Coinsurance 


Yes 19,404 PPO 


COC; 


Effective year 
not specified 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
ta


te
 


E
m


pl
oy


ee
 In


su
re


rs
 


Highmark Health 
Insurance 
Company 


Highmark PPO N/A   


Summary Plan 
Design (SPD); 
SPD Released 


7/1/2012 


Capital 
BlueCross 


Keystone Health 
Plan Central HMO 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


United 
Healthcare 


United Healthcare 
Consumer Directed 
Health Plan 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t F
ed


er
al


 E
m


pl
oy


ee
 


H
ea


lth
 B


en
ef


it 
In


su
re


rs
 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Standard Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Basic Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 
Government 
Employees 
Health 
Association 
(GEHA) 


Standard Option N/A  PPO 
SPD; 


SPD Released 
1/1/2012 


MetLife FEDVIP Dental N/A  
Stand-
Alone 
Dental 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


La
rg


es
t 


C
om


m
er


ci
al


  
(n


on
-


M
ed


ic
ai


d)
 


H
M


O
 


Keystone Health 
Plan East 


Blue Solutions 
(Small Group) HMO 
5/5.1 


Yes 25,506 PPO 
COC; 


Effective Date 
1/1/2012 


                                                      
9 See Appendix A – CCIIO 12/16/11 Memo page 9 
10 Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central 
basis 
11 Aetna’s HMO plan (POS) is one of the Commonwealth’s largest three small group products, however enrollment at the plan level 
could not be provided 
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2. Commonwealth-specific Mandated Benefits 


 
The Department provided a list of 26 state-mandated benefits for accidental and health insurance policies 
which are summarized in Appendix B.  
 
3. Commonwealth Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 


 
The Department provided benefit descriptions of the current Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits used in 
the Section 2 analysis.  
 
 
In performing our analysis, we relied on data and other information provided to us by the insurers (through 
the Department) and available publicly. We have not audited or verified this data. If the underlying 
information is inaccurate or incomplete, the results of our analysis may likewise be inaccurate or incomplete.   
 
 


B. Methodology 
In order to summarize the information and analyze EHB options, we: 
 


1. determined the level of detail to be included in the comparison,  
2. determined which options needed to be supplemented in order to be cover missing benefit 


categories, and  
3. reviewed the mandated benefits to determine applicability to EHB and determined which mandates 


were included in each of the options.  
 
Each of these steps is described in more detail below: 
 
1. Level of Detail 
 
The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options as shown in the Section 3 table are reflective of 
the 46 benefit categories provided in the HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  According to the Appendix 
G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package referenced in that final rule, HHS will be 
collecting information from the insurers summarized into 46 (45 plus “other”) benefit elements. For purposes 
of this analysis, these benefit categories were grouped into the one of the ten ACA statutory benefit 
categories. Note that there is no federal guidance on how the 45 services should map into the ten ACA 
required benefit categories, if at all.  Further, there is no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 
benefit categories to be required to demonstrate compliance with the ten categories, but since it is the data 
being collected for the web portal, and the final rule recognizes that the data will be helpful in defining the 
EHB, it is unlikely that HHS will expand beyond these 46 categories. 


 
We determined whether or not a benefit was covered or limited by reviewing the plan documents provided. 
Note that the benefits included in the table in Section 3 do not constitute a complete list of every benefit 
included in every benchmark plan; it does include all benefits specified by the federal rule on EHB data 
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collection. Also note that the benefit table in Section 3 does not reflect a complete list of benefits, benefit 
limits, or other overall service limits that may be included in one of the ten benchmark options. 
 
2. Supplements 
 
The ACA requires that the EHB cover each of the ten benefit categories and in the instance where a 
category is missing from a benchmark plan, the benchmark must be supplemented to cover the category.  
Federal guidance to date is ambiguous as to how states may determine whether a plan covers the ten 
required ACA benefit categories.  The approach followed for this analysis is to determine whether some 
coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to 
require supplementation in any case in which a benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified 
service area (e.g. hospitalization, pediatric oral services). 


If benefits do need to be supplemented, they may be substituted with the relevant benefit category coverage 
from one of the other benchmark options.12 For example, because the following specific benefit categories 
are not now included in health plan coverage, the HHS guidance has additional instructions for 
supplementing them: 


                                                      
12 However, in a state with a default benchmark plan (i.e., the state did not select the EHB), the benchmark plan would be supplemented   
using the largest plan in the benchmark type.  Refer to EHB Bulletin for additional information. 
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Benefit Categories Supplemental Option per HHS Estimated Costs 


Habilitation Services 


May be supplemented with either of two 
options: 


• Offer habilitative services at parity 
with rehabilitative services or 


• Insurers could decide which 
habilitative services would be 
covered.  


Habilitative Services were estimated 
to be $2.48 PMPM assuming parity 
with the rehabilitative services and 
reflecting assumptions for differences 
in utilization and mix of services. 


 


Pediatric Oral 
Services 


May be supplemented by either of the 
two options: 


• The FEDVIP dental plan with the 
largest national enrollment, or 


• The Commonwealth’s CHIP 
program. 


Pediatric Oral Services were 
estimated from two plan designs: 


• $13.65 PMPM was estimated for 
the FEDVIP plan (for the High 
Option since it had the largest 
enrollment). 


• $11.79 PMPM was estimated for 
the individual and small group 
market based on the CHIP plan 
design. 


Note, for purposes of this study, we 
used the larger of these amounts 
($13.65 PMPM) in the analysis. 


Pediatric Vision 
Services 


May be supplemented by FEDVIP vision 
plan with the largest enrollment 


Pediatric Vision Services were 
estimated to be $0.45 PMPM for the 
FEDVIP plan (for the High Option 
since it had the largest enrollment). 


 
3. State-specific Benefit Mandates 


 
The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Twelve of the 26 mandated 
benefits were applicable to EHB because they did impact covered medical services. Other mandates did not 
impact the coverage of specific benefits or providers.  For example, some mandates addressed provider 
reimbursement or continuation of coverage under certain circumstances.   


 
For the applicable mandates, we produced cost estimates for those benefits whose cost was determined to 
be greater than $0.10 PMPM, which was the threshold established for this study.  Only the mammography 
screenings and medical foods mandates exceed this threshold. 
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C. Assumptions 
EHB regulatory clarifications and rules continue to evolve and are not yet complete. For example, HHS 
issued the EHB Data Collection Final Rules during the preparation of this report.  Also, HHS recently verbally 
instructed states to provide more detailed information on the drug coverage included in the EHB. We have 
reflected the federal guidance currently available, as shown in Appendix A; given the absence of either 
proposed or final rules on EHB, we collaborated with the Department to make decisions on what to include in 
the analysis. 
 
Also, we reviewed plan documents provide by the Department and did not confirm that they reflected the 
plans with the largest enrollment.  The plan documents were reviewed to complete the benefits and 
limitations as noted in the table in Section 3; however, the Commonwealth should reference the plan 
documents for exact details on limitations.   
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Appendix A – Federal Guidance  
 


Federal guidance has been provided in the following documents: 


• The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (“ACA”): Sec. 1302. Essential Health Benefits 
Requirements; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf 


• ASPE Research Brief: “Essential Health Benefits: Comparing Benefits in Small Group Products and 
State and Federal Employee Plans”; December 2011; 
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; July 3, 2012; http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-
smgroup-products-7-2-2012.pdf.PDF  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; January 25, 2012; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125
.pdf   


• CCIIO Bulletin: “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; December 16, 2011; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf  


• Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Memo in response to CCIIO Bulletin: 
“Frequently Asked Questions on Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


• HHS Proposed Rules Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of 
Entities for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; June 7, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 
108; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf 


• HHS Final Rule Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of Entities 
for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; July 20, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 140; 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf 


• Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (45 CFR Part 159): Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995; Appendix G and H-3; https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing-Items/CMS1247405.html 


  



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf

http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
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Appendix B – State-Mandated Benefits Summary  


The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Fourteen of the 26 mandated benefits were not applicable to EHB because they do not 
mandate coverage of a specific medical service (i.e., they did not impact eligible expenses).  Large Group Insurance mandates currently do not affect the EHB study for 
2014 & 2015 when small group is defined as 50 or fewer employees; but should be revisited in 2016 when the definition of a small group is increased to 100 or fewer 
employees. 


Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


1 
Alcohol/ 
Substance 
Abuse 


Act 106 of 1989, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §§908-1 – 
908-8 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI-
A);  
 
31 Pa Code 
§§89.601 - 89.623 


Inpatient Benefits 
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and Dietary Services 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addiction, counselor and trained staff services 
[3] Diagnostic x-ray 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory testing 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies 
Treatment under this section may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any covered individual of four 
admissions for detoxification and reimbursement per admissions may be limited to seven (7) days 
of treatment or an equivalent amount.  
Inpatient detoxification services which are included as a covered benefit under Article VI-A of the 
act (40 P. S. § §  908-1—908-8) shall be provided in a facility which meets Department of Health 
minimum drug and alcohol standards for client-to-staff ratios and staff qualifications and which is 
one of the following: 
   (1)  A hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 157  
   (2)  A psychiatric hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 Subchapter K (relating to 
standards for inpatient hospital drug and alcohol activities offered in a freestanding psychiatric 
hospital)  
   (3)  A freestanding treatment facility licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 (relating to 
standards for licensure of freestanding treatment facilities) and which has a written affiliation 
agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and psychiatric or psychological support 
services. 
   (4)  A health care facility issued a certificate of compliance under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 711 
(relating to standards for certification of treatment activities which are a part of a health care 
facility) and which has a written affiliation agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and 
psychiatric or psychological support services. 
 


Outpatient Benefits 
Outpatient Alcohol or Other Drug Services. Minimal additional treatment as a covered benefit 
under this article shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[2] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[3] Family counseling and intervention. 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
Treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a minimum of thirty 
outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial visits per year. Treatment may be subject to a 
lifetime limit, for any covered individual, of 120 outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial 
visits. In addition, treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a 
minimum of 30 separate sessions of outpatient or partial hospitalization services per year, which 
may be exchanged on a two-to-one basis to secure up to 15 additional non-hospital, residential 
alcohol treatment days. 


 
Other Benefits 


 ü  ü  ü  Yes  
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


Non-hospital Residential Alcohol or Other Drug Services: Minimal additional treatment as a 
covered benefit shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and dietary services. 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[3] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[4] Family counseling and intervention. 
[5] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[6] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
The treatment under this section shall be covered, as required by this act, for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days per year for residential care. Treatment may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any 
covered individual, of ninety (90) days. The minimum of 30 days per year may not be exchanged 
for outpatient alcohol treatment services. 


2 Conversion 


§2 of P.L. 807 of 
Dec. 9, 1955, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §756.2 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Most group accident and sickness policies providing hospital, surgical or major medical expense 
coverage contain a conversion privilege, whereby an employee or member whose insurance under 
the group policy has been terminated for any reason and who has been continuously insured under 
the group policy for at least three months immediately prior to termination, shall be entitled to have 
issued to him by the insurer a policy of health insurance. The converted policy may not contain 
provisions less favorable to the insured than the group policy. 


 ü  ü   No 


3 


Serious Mental 
Illness (for 
groups of 50 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 150 of 1998, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §764g (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


General Benefits 
Health insurance policies shall provide coverage for serious mental illnesses as defined by the 
American Psychiatric Association, including: 
Schizophrenia; bipolar disorder; obsessive-compulsive disorder;  major depressive disorder; panic 
disorder;  anorexia nervosa; bulimia nervosa;  schizo-affective disorder; and delusional disorder. 


Inpatient Benefits 
The plan requires coverage for “serious mental illnesses” that meet at least these minimum 
standards: 
1. 30 inpatient days per year 
2. 60 outpatient visits per year 
3. The ability to convert inpatient days to outpatient visits at the rate of one inpatient day for two 
outpatient visits. The plan does not require (or prohibit) conversion of outpatient days to inpatient 
days. 


 


 


ü   No 


4 


Autism Services 
(for groups of 
51 or more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764h (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI Section 
(b)) 


(a)  A health insurance policy or government program covered under this section shall provide to 
covered individuals or recipients under twenty-one (21) years of age coverage for the diagnostic 
assessment of autism spectrum disorders and for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders. 
(b)  Coverage provided under this section by an insurer shall be subject to a maximum benefit of 
thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000) per year but shall not be subject to any limits on the number of 
visits to an autism service provider for treatment of autism spectrum disorders. After December 30, 
2011, the Insurance Commissioner shall, on or before April 1 of each calendar year, publish in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin an adjustment to the maximum benefit equal to the change in the United 
States Department of Labor Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) in the 
preceding year, and the published adjusted maximum benefit shall be applicable to the following 
calendar years to health insurance policies issued or renewed in those calendar years. Payments 
made by an insurer on behalf of a covered individual for treatment of a health condition unrelated to 
or distinguishable from the individual's autism spectrum disorder shall not be applied toward any 
maximum benefit established under this subsection. 


 


 


ü   No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


5 


Colorectal 
Screening (for 
groups of 51 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764i (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are fifty (50) years of age or older shall 
include, but not be limited to: 
(i) An annual fecal occult blood test. 
(ii) A sigmoidoscopy, a screening barium enema or a test consistent with approved medical 
standards and practices to detect colon cancer, at least once every five (5) years. 
(iii) A colonoscopy at least once every ten (10) years. 
(2) Coverage for symptomatic covered individuals shall include a colonoscopy, sigmoidoscopy or 
any combination of colorectal cancer screening tests at a frequency determined by a treating 
physician. 
(3) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are at high or increased risk for 
colorectal cancer who are under fifty (50) years of age shall include a colonoscopy or any 
combination of colorectal cancer screening tests in accordance with the American Cancer Society 
guidelines on screening for colorectal cancer published as of January 1, 2008. 
 
Applicable definitions:  
(2) “Colonoscopy” means an examination of the rectum and the entire colon using a lighted 
instrument called a colonoscope. 
(3) “Colorectal cancer screening” means any of the following procedures that are furnished to an 
individual for the purpose of early detection of colorectal cancer: 
(i) Screening fecal-occult blood or fecal immunochemical test. 
(ii) Screening flexible sigmoidoscopy. 
(iii) Screening colonoscopy. 
(iv) Screening barium enema. 
(v) Screening test consistent with approved medical standards and practices to detect colon cancer. 


 


 


ü  ü  No 


6 
Mini-COBRA 
(for groups of 2-
19 employees) 


Act 2 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764j (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Continuation shall only be available to a covered employee or eligible dependent who has been 
continuously insured under a group policy, or for similar benefits under any group policy which it 
replaced, during the entire three-month period ending with such termination. If employment is 
reinstated during the continuation period, then coverage under the group policy must be reinstated 
for the covered employee and any eligible dependents who were covered under continuation. 
(2) Continuation shall not be available for any person covered under the group policy who: 
(i) Is covered or is eligible for coverage under Medicare; 
(ii) Fails to verify that he is ineligible for employer-based group health insurance as an eligible 
dependent; or 
(iii) Is or could be covered by any other insured or uninsured arrangement which provides hospital, 
surgical or major medical coverage for individuals in a group and under which the person was not 
covered immediately prior to such termination, excluding the Medical Assistance Program 
established under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31, No. 21), [FN1] known as the “Public Welfare 
Code,” the children's health care program established under Article XXIII [FN2] or the Adult Basic 
Coverage Insurance Program established under chapter 13 of the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L. 755, 
No. 77), [FN3] known as the “Tobacco Settlement Act,” and any successors thereto. 
(3) Continuation must include any benefits provided under the group policy. 
(4)(i) The group policy shall provide notice to the policyholder of the rights provided under this 
section. Unless already provided in the group policy, an insurer who has issued a group policy in 
effect as of the effective date of this section shall provide such notice to the policyholder within forty-
five days of the effective date. 
(5)(i) The covered employee or eligible dependent requesting the continuation of coverage must pay 
to the administrator or its designee, on a monthly basis, the amount of contribution required to be 
paid by the covered employee or eligible dependent to continue the coverage. 


 ü    No 


7 Adult Children 


Act 4 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752.1 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Expands health insurance coverage for children of insured parents. It allows adults up through and 
including the age of 29, at the insured employee's expense, under certain conditions, to remain 
covered by their parents’ health insurance. Those eligible children are: 
  • unmarried 
  • have no dependents 
  • are residents of the commonwealth or enrolled as a fulltime student at an institution of higher 
education and 
  • are not provided private insurance coverage or enrolled in, or eligible for, government benefits. 
The coverage occurs at the discretion of the employer and does not preclude an increase in 
premiums related to covering children for these additional years. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer 
Hormone 
Treatment 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764b (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Inpatient and Outpatient Benefits 
Whenever any individual or group health, sickness or accident insurance policy...providing hospital 
or medical/surgical coverage includes within their coverage benefits for cancer chemotherapy and 
cancer hormone treatments and services which have been approved by the United States Food 
and Drug Administration for general use in treatment of cancer, the covered individual shall be 
entitled to benefits for cancer chemotherapy and cancer hormone treatments, whether performed 
in a physician's office, in an outpatient department of a hospital, in a hospital as a hospital 
inpatient or in any other medically appropriate treatment setting. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations 


Act 35 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
 
40 P.S. §§3501 – 
3508 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 15); 
 
 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.801 -89.809 


...any health insurance policy...by any health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance 
benefits applicable under the policy include coverage for child immunizations. A health insurance 
policy shall provide for coverage for medically necessary booster doses of all immunizing agents 
used in child immunizations. 
 
Benefits for child immunization services shall be exempt from deductible or dollar limit provisions in a 
health insurance policy. This exemption must be explicitly provided for in the policy.  Copays and 
coinsurances may still apply; 
 
A health insurance policy which is not exempt from this subchapter under §  89.809 (relating to 
exempt policies) and which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth on or after November 22, 1992, shall include coverage for child immunizations. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


10 
Diabetic 
Supplies & 
Education 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764e (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


[Policies] shall provide coverage of the equipment, supplies and outpatient self-management training 
and education, including medical nutrition therapy for the treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes, 
insulin-using diabetes, gestational diabetes and noninsulin-using diabetes if prescribed by a health 
care professional legally authorized to prescribe such items under law. The benefits specified in this 
section may be provided through a combination of policies, contracts, certificates or riders, including 
major medical contracts. 
 
Outpatient Benefits 
Equipment and supplies shall include the following: blood glucose monitors, monitor supplies, 
insulin, injection aids, syringes, insulin infusion devices, pharmacological agents for controlling blood 
sugar and orthotics. 
Diabetes outpatient self-management training and education shall be provided under the supervision 
of a licensed health care professional with expertise in diabetes to ensure that persons with diabetes 
are educated as to the proper self-management and treatment of their diabetes, including 
information on proper diets. Coverage for self-management education and education relating to diet 
and prescribed by a licensed physician shall include: 
(1) visits medically necessary upon the diagnosis of diabetes; 
(2) visits under circumstances whereby a physician identifies or diagnoses a significant change in 
the patient's symptoms or conditions that necessitates changes in a patient's self-management; and 
(3) where a new medication or therapeutic process relating to the person's treatment and/or 
management of diabetes has been identified as medically necessary by a licensed physician. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement 


Act 112 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3041 – 
3042 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10C) 


An insurer shall reimburse an insured or provider for medically necessary services that are provided 
in a hospital emergency facility due to a medical emergency. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / 
Pap Smear 


Act 20 of 1994, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1571 – 
1577 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in 
this Commonwealth by a health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance benefits 
applicable under the policy include coverage for periodic health maintenance to include: 
(1) Annual gynecological examination, including a pelvic examination and clinical breast 
examination. 
(2) Routine pap smears in accordance with the recommendations of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


13 Hearing Aid 
Coverage 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764f (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Applies to Medicare and Medicaid program coverage: Any insurer that underwrites Medicare or 
Medicaid insurance for insureds residing in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage in such 
insurance for a hearing aid sold in accordance with section 403 of the act of November 24, 1976 
(P.L. 1182, No. 262), [FN1] known as the “Hearing Aid Sales Registration Law.” ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


14 
Inclusion of 
Child Medical 
Support 


Act 114 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
23 Pa. C.S.A. §4326 
(Title 23 Pa. C.S.A., 
Part V, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter B) 


In every proceeding to establish or modify an order which requires the payment of child support, the 
court shall ascertain the ability of each parent to provide health care coverage for the children of the 
parties, and the order shall provide health care coverage for each child as appropriate.  If the court 
finds that health care coverage is not available to either parent at a reasonable cost on an 
employment-related or other group basis, the court shall order either parent or both parents to obtain 
for the parties' children health insurance coverage which is available at reasonable cost. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


15 Mammography 
Screenings 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764c (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Policies shall provide coverage for mammographic examinations. The minimum coverage required 
shall include all costs associated with a mammogram every year for women 40 years of age or older 
and with any mammogram based on a physician's recommendation for women under 40 years of 
age. Prior to payment for a screening mammogram, insurers shall verify that the screening 
mammography service provider is properly licensed by the department in accordance with the act of 
July 9, 1992 (P.L. 449, No. 93), known as the “Mammography Quality Assurance Act.” [FN3] Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to cover the surgical procedure known as 
mastectomy or to prevent application of deductible or copayment provisions contained in the policy 
or plan. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Act 51 of 1997, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764d (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Every health care policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth by a health care insurer which provides coverage for the surgical procedure known 
as mastectomy shall also include coverage for: 
(i) prosthetic devices; 
(ii) physical complications including lymphedemas; and 
(iii) reconstructive surgery incident to any mastectomy in a manner determined in consultation with 
the attending physician and the patient. Written notice of the availability of such coverage shall be 
delivered to the participant upon enrollment and annually thereafter. 
 
Inpatient Benefits 
Policies described in this subsection shall provide coverage for inpatient care following a 
mastectomy for the length of stay that the treating physician determines is necessary to meet 
generally accepted criteria for safe discharge.  
 
Outpatient Benefits 
No health insurance policy delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after 
the effective date of this section shall require outpatient care following a mastectomy performed in a 
health care facility. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


17 Maternity 


Act 85 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1581-
1584 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


(a) General rule.--Every health insurance policy that provides maternity benefits and is delivered, 
issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after the effective date of this act shall 
provide coverage for a minimum of 48 hours of inpatient care following normal vaginal delivery and 
96 hours of inpatient care following Caesarean delivery. 
 
(b) Other lengths of stay.--In addition to the coverage in subsection (a), a health insurance policy 
may also provide for a shorter length of stay, but only if the treating or attending physician 
determines that the mother and newborn meet medical criteria for safe discharge contained within 
guidelines developed by or in cooperation with treating physicians which recognize treatment 
standards, including those of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, that determine appropriate length of stay based upon, but not 
limited to, the following: the evaluation of the antepartum, intrapartum and postpartum course of the 
mother and infant; the gestational stage, birth weight and clinical condition of the infant; the 
demonstrated ability of the mother to care for the infant post-discharge; and the availability of the 
post-discharge follow-up care to verify the condition of the infant and mother within 48 hours after 
discharge. 
 
(c) Home health care visits.--The health insurance policy shall provide coverage for at least one 
home health care visit within 48 hours after discharge when discharge occurs prior to the times set 
forth in subsection (a). Such visits shall be made by a licensed health care provider whose scope of 
practice includes post-partum care. Home health care visits shall include parent education, 
assistance and training in breast and bottle feeding, infant screening and clinical tests and the 
performance of any necessary maternal and neonatal physical assessments. At the mother's sole 
discretion, any visits may occur at the facility of the provider. The health insurance policy shall not 
include any copayment, coinsurance or deductible amount for any post-partum home health care 
visits. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


18 Medical Foods 


Act 191 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3901-
3909 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 19) 


Applies to certain group or individual plans that cover prescription drugs: Any health insurance 
policy...shall provide that the health insurance benefits applicable under the policy include coverage 
for the cost of nutritional supplements (formulas) as medically necessary for the therapeutic 
treatment of phenylketonuria, branched-chain ketonuria, galactosemia and homocystinuria as 
administered under the direction of a physician. 
 
These will be exempt from deductible provisions. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


19 Newborn 
Children 


Act 81 of 1975, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§771 – 774 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.201 - 89.209 


The coverage for newborn children shall consist of coverage of injury or sickness including the 
necessary care and treatment of medically diagnosed congenital defects, birth abnormalities, 
prematurity and routine nursery care, but need not include routine well-baby care, immunizations 
and medical examinations or tests not necessary for the treatment of a covered injury, illness, defect, 
deformity or disease except to the extent that such coverages are provided the insured or for 
dependent children under the same class of coverage for the first 31 days after the date of birth. 
 
Definitions:  
Routine nursery care—Hospital or other qualified health care institution, room, board or 
miscellaneous institutional care or care rendered by a licensed medical practitioner, performing 
within the scope of his license, associated with hospital confinement.  
Routine well-baby care—Expense for which coverage is available under a form to a covered person 
for preventive health care, rendered either on an inpatient or outpatient basis, not associated with 
treatment of an ill or injured person, such as, but not limited to, immunizations, medical examinations 
or tests not necessary for the treatment of covered injuries, illnesses, birth defects, deformities or 
diseases, and hospital room, board or miscellaneous institutional expenses. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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20 


Physically 
Handicapped 
Or Mentally 
Retarded 
Dependent 


§1 of P.L. (1967) 969 
(Jan. 18, 1968), as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752(A)(9) 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.82(b) 


A policy under which coverage of a dependent of a policyholder terminates at a specified age shall, 
with respect to an unmarried child covered by the policy prior to the attainment of the age of nineteen 
who is incapable of self-sustaining employment by reason of mental retardation or physical handicap 
and who became so incapable prior to attainment of age nineteen and who is chiefly dependent 
upon such policyholder for support and maintenance, not so terminate while the policy remains in 
force and the dependent remains in such condition, if the policyholder has within thirty-one days of 
such dependent's attainment of the limiting age submitted proof of such dependent's incapacity as 
described herein. The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall not require an insurer to insure a 
dependent who is a mentally retarded or physically handicapped child where the policy is 
underwritten on evidence of insurability based on health factors set forth in the application or where 
such dependent does not satisfy the conditions of the policy as to any requirement for evidence of 
insurability or other provisions of the policy, satisfaction of which is required for coverage thereunder 
to take effect. In any such case the terms of the policy shall apply with regard to the coverage or 
exclusion from coverage of such dependent. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


21 


Dental Care for 
Special Needs 
and Young 
Children 


Act 94 of July 5, 
2012 (eff. 1/1/13) 


Every Health Insurance Policy shall provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated medical 
costs provided to an eligible dental patient.  This act shall not be construed to require coverage for 
dental care for which general anesthesia is provided. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
general anesthesia for dental care rendered for temporal mandibular joint disorders. "Eligible dental 
patient" is defined as a patient who is seven years of age or younger or developmentally disabled for 
whom a successful result cannot be expected for treatment under local anesthesia and for whom a 
superior result can be expected for treatment under general anesthesia. 
 
Dental Care is defined as the diagnosis, treatment, planning and implementation of services directed 
at the prevention and treatment of diseases, conditions and dysfunctions relating to the oral cavity 
and its associated structures and their impact upon the human body or the implementation of 
professional dental care provided to dental patients by a legally qualified dentist or physician 
operating within the scope of the dentist's or physician's training and licensure. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


22 


Licensed 
Certified Nurse 
Midwife 
Services 


Act 168 of 1981, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3001 – 
3003 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.451 (Statement 
of Policy) 


Whenever an insurance policy, contract or certificate or health services reimbursement program 
provides for reimbursement for any health care service which is within those areas of practice for 
which a midwife may be licensed pursuant to the act of April 4, 1929 (P.L.160, No.155) or pursuant 
to statute in the state where the service is delivered, the insured or any other person covered by the 
policy, contract or certificate, or health services reimbursement program shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly licensed physician or an 
osteopath or a duly licensed certified nurse midwife practicing within those areas for which the 
certified nurse midwife is licensed in the state where the licensed certified nurse midwife is 
practicing. Whenever such service is performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife and 
reimbursed by a professional health services plan corporation, the licensed certified nurse midwife 
shall be granted such rights of participation, plan admission and registration as may be granted by 
the professional health services plan corporation, under 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional 
health services plan corporations) to a physician or osteopath performing such service. When 
payment is made for health care services performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife, no 
payment or reimbursement shall be payable to a physician or osteopath for the service performed by 
the licensed certified nurse midwife. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


23 


Medicine, 
Osteopathy, 
Dentistry, 
Chiropractic, 
Podiatry And 
Physical 
Therapy 
Services 


Act 78 of 1971, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1511 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 6) 


Notwithstanding any provision of any policy of insurance, self-insured sickness, health and/or welfare 
plan providing benefits issued or renewed after the effective date of this act, whenever such policy or 
plan provides for reimbursement for any service which may be legally performed by a person 
licensed under the laws of the Commonwealth for the practice of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 
chiropractic, podiatry, or physical therapy, reimbursement under such policy or plan shall not be 
denied when such service is rendered by a person so licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 
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24 Optometric 
Services 


Act 251 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1501-
1503 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


Whenever any insurer, under any contract, policy or plan of insurance, any self-insured sickness, 
health or welfare plan, shall provide for a service or for the reimbursement of a service to or on 
behalf of any of its policyholders, group policyholders, subscribers or group subscribers or any other 
person or groups of persons, which service is within the lawful scope of practice of a duly licensed 
optometrist, the person rendering such service or such policyholder, subscriber or other person shall 
be entitled to the same reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly 
licensed physician or by a duly licensed optometrist: Provided, however, That under any such 
contract, policy or plan which pays on the basis of usual, customary and reasonable charges or on 
some similar basis, only the method of determining the amount of reimbursement shall be the same. 
Unless such policy employed shall otherwise provide, there shall be no reimbursement for 
ophthalmic materials, lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses and/or appurtenances thereto. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


25 Psychological 
Services 


Act 16 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§767-769 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)) 


Whenever a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for any psychologically 
necessary service which is within those areas for which the psychologist is licensed pursuant to the 
act of March 23, 1972 (P.L. 136, No. 52), referred to as the Psychologists License Act, [FN1] the 
insured, or any other person covered by the policy, contract or certificate, shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a physician or a psychologist 
operating within those areas for which he is licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


26 Registered 
Nurse Services 


Act 209 of 1986, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3021 – 
3026 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10A) 


When a service is performed by a certified registered nurse anesthetist, certified registered nurse 
practitioner, certified enterostomal therapy nurse, certified community health nurse, certified 
psychiatric mental health nurse or certified clinical nurse specialist, certified by the State Board of 
Nursing or a national nursing organization recognized by the State Board of Nursing and lawfully 
permitted to perform that service under the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L. 317, No. 69), known as The 
Professional Nursing Law, [FN1] and a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for 
that service, the insured or any other person covered shall be entitled to reimbursement either to the 
insured or to the registered professional nurse providing that service. This section does not apply to 
registered professional nurses who are employees of health care facilities as the term “health care 
facilities” is defined in the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities 
Act, [FN2] or anesthesiology groups. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW  
Washington, DC 20201  


 
September 26, 2012  


 
Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


The State of Louisiana is writing you concerning the selection of an essential health benefit 


benchmark plan for the State.  


On December 16, 2011, the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 


released a document entitled “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin.” This document stated a proposed 


approach to define the essential health benefits for a State’s individual and small group market, as 


required by Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). This 


proposed approach allows for States to select a benchmark plan from products currently on the state 


and federal insurance markets. The bulletin states: 


“[W]e intend to propose to use enrollment data from the first quarter two years prior to the coverage year 


and that States select a benchmark in the third quarter two years prior to the coverage year [note: which 


ends September 30, 2012 for coverage year 2014]…. If a State does not exercise the option to select 


a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the default benchmark plan for that State would be 


the largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in the State’s small group market.” 


Essential Health Benefits Bulletin, p. 9 (emphasis added) 


Following the release of this guidance, a frequently asked questions document was released on 


February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits. Of significant note is that 


neither of these documents has the force of law, nor commits federal regulators to any particular 


course of action.  


The State of Louisiana has done its due diligence to review all guidance issued by CCIIO, the 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Department of Health and Human 


Services (HHS) concerning the essential health benefits and has consistently requested further 


guidance through formal rulemaking. With the essential health benefits package, regulations have 


been non-existent. It is apparent that the federal government does not appreciate the urgency of 


clear rules regarding an issue that will transform the private insurance market in each of the 


respective states on January 1, 2014. 


 


Bobby Jindal 
GOVERNOR 


 


Bruce D. Greenstein 
SECRETARY 


 
 State of Louisiana 


Department of Health and Hospitals 
Office of the Secretary 







 


 


For over a year, HHS has told States that a proposed rule on essential health benefits would be 


coming “soon.”  As the months have passed there still is no sign of formal rulemaking regarding this 


issue.  States have every reason to be concerned that HHS can change this approach through the 


formal rulemaking process.  HHS representatives have already alluded to the potential for changes in 


the area of pharmaceuticals just as one example.    


It is unreasonable for the federal government to ask the States to comply with a deadline on 


determining a benchmark plan when the federal government had not even formalized the procedure. 


However, in order to point out the potential problems the state could have implementing this 


particular piece of the PPACA, the state of Louisiana attempted to do so. Louisiana identified the 


three largest small group products in the market, collected benefit information on those products, 


made a comparison of the benefits offered, and participated in all informational sessions on the 


subject. Working with the limited guidance provided, the State of Louisiana attempted to evaluate 


the best benchmark plan option for the State’s residents. Some of the inadequacies in the guidance 


provided so far include: 


 Lack of Plan Information. While HHS identified and provided an illustrative list of the 


three largest products in each State ranked by enrollment in the small group market along 


with the largest three nationally available Federal Employee Health Benefit Program 


(FEHBP) plans on January 25, 2012 this information was based on the “product” rather 


than “plan” level. Plan information is necessary because it provides more detailed 


information as to the scope of benefits covered under the respective plan.  Only on 


September 14, 2012, two weeks prior to the end of the third quarter of 2012, HHS released 


specific plan information to the States to assist in their efforts to select a benchmark plan. 


Clearly, this did not allow states enough time to analyze the plan information provided when 


comments were due less than a week after the States received such information. 


 Lack of Clear Definitions of Service Categories. How will the category “habilitative 


services” be defined since this term appears to be used differently in the private market and 


Medicare? The frequently asked questions document released on February 17, 2012 provides 


two possible approaches, neither of which has been formalized in rulemaking.  


 Supplementation of Services. How will supplementation take place relative to habilitative 


care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care?  Although comments were solicited, no 


further guidance has been released by HHS leaving it unclear for states as to how to define 


or supplement these areas.   


 Substitution of Categories. Will HHS allow health plans to substitute across benefit 


categories?  And if so, will HHS require that such substitution be subject to a higher level of 


scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential for eliminating important services or benefits in 


particular categories? Since plans are allowed to perform actuarially equivalent substitutions 


that may vary from the EHB, are States required to accept such substitutions?  That is, can a 


State modify these substitutions through limitations or restrictions?  
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 Payment of State Mandates. If a State selects a benchmark plan that does not contain all 


or some of the State mandates, the State would be required to “defray” the costs of those 


mandates outside the EHB package for qualified health plans.  HHS has not indicated how 


these mandates are to be paid by the State or even how the cost of the mandates will be 


calculated. 


 Future of the Essential Health Benefits Package. HHS indicated that it “intends” to 


evaluate the benchmark approach for the calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach 


that may exclude some State benefit mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package. 


HHS has not provided states with any standards that it intends to use to make such 


evaluation, the approach it will take to exclude certain state mandates in the EHB package, 


or even if the benchmark approach for essential health benefits will continue past 2015. 


 
After considerable time and effort, it was determined that the State lacks the significant information 


necessary to evaluate what would be the best possible benchmark plan for Louisiana’s essential 


health benefits. 


Furthermore, it is our State’s conclusion that while the bulletin states a decision is to be made by the 


third quarter of this year, this “deadline” has never been formalized through the official rulemaking 


process. As long as formal rules do not exist, the federal government can change its approach. Since 


the federal government is not bound by these bulletins, neither are the States. As such, the State of 


Louisiana is not legally required to submit a benchmark preference by the end of the third quarter of 


2012. The State of Louisiana will not permit the federal government to dictate to our residents a 


default benchmark plan, as the federal government, in its disregard of the requirements of the 


Administrative Procedure Act regarding essential health benefits and other provisions of the 


PPACA, has no authority to do so under federal or Louisiana law until regulations are published in 


the Federal Register, following established notice and comment procedure.  


As stated on the CMS website, previous bulletins were “used to communicate with states and other 


stakeholders interested in Medicaid and CHIP… communications do not establish new policy; they 


are designed to highlight recently released policy and regulations and also to share important 


operational and technical information.” The process developed for defining the essential health 


benefit benchmark has been a completely new method of establishing law without proper 


rulemaking.  Implementation of new policies without open and public comment and publication in 


the Federal Register is in clear violation of the law. The pre-rule bulletin has been out since 


December, providing more than an adequate amount of time to begin the process of formal 


rulemaking with an open comment period.  


The essential health benefits issue is one of many issues with the implementation of the Patient 


Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  The administration has charged states to build what 


the federal government mandates, but the federal government has provided informal guidance and 


incomplete rules and regulations.  No state, even those fully embracing implementation of what we 







 


 


believe to be an overall bad policy, could possibly determine an essential health benefits package 


with the guidance currently provided.  Accordingly, there will be no essential health benefits package 


for the State of Louisiana, and we will pursue all avenues to prevent the federal government from 


selecting one on behalf of the state.  


Sincerely, 


 


 


 
Bruce D. Greenstein      James J. Donelon 
Secretary       Commissioner 
Department of Health and Hospitals    Department of Insurance 
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MEMORANDUM  


TO: CHIEFS OF STAFFS, ACTION OFFICERS, HEALTH CARE ADVISORS 


FROM: MARIE SANDERSON 


SUBJECT: ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


DATE: 9/27/2012 


CC: PHIL COX, LINDSAY RUSSELL 


Background: 


 


On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a Bulletin describing 


the approach it intends to take in future rulemaking to define the essential health benefits (EHB) under the 


Affordable Care Act. http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


 


Under the health reform law, every insurance plan will be required to cover a set of “essential health benefits.” 


The Affordable Care Act defines 10 broad categories. 


http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf.  


 


HHS announced that every state will have the option to determine essential health benefits themselves, by using 


standards that already exist in their states. http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-


benefits12162011a.html.  


 


HHS has given the states an October 1 deadline to decide a benchmark plan but has not provided a proposed or 


final rule. HHS is conducting regional and local information calls but has declined to put anything in writing. 


Several states have stated that they are receiving conflicting information.  


 


Republican states tend to fall into two buckets regarding their approach to this deadline: 


 


1) Not responding due to lack of regulation, not bound to respond to a HHS bulletin (see LA and PA letters 


attached as examples)  


 


2) Responding to the deadline with caveats and possible criticism (see VA letter attached)  


 


A previously circulated, a STAFF conference call will be held tomorrow/ Thursday, 9/27 to discuss EHBs 


and Healthcare exchanges, tomorrow, Conference line: 


  


1 800 653 7913 


Access code:  4341764 


 


 



http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
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Attachments to this memo: 


1) LA DRAFT HHS letter re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


2) PA Final HHS letter and EHB study re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


3) VA DRAFT HHS letter  re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


4) Survey: A survey providing confidential and unofficial information regarding the path states are 


considering regarding the Oct 1 decision. The survey is updated as states provide new information, 


attached  


5) Briefing Material regarding PPACA and EHB: 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf from Indiana.  Speaks 


to overall PPACA implications but see slides 41 – 52 which outlines EHB, see link 


 


 


Below is a list of list of articles and position papers regarding EHB:  


  


Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health Benefits’ Mandate?  


http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/ 


 


What counts as ‘essential’ health care? White House tells states to decide. 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-


states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html  


 


State Progress on Essential Health Benefits- http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-


benefits  


 


INDIANA’s Health Finance Committee Update on Federal Health Initiatives. EHB- (Pages 42-52) 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf  


 


In Capitol Hill’s shadow, health reform gets underway 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-


underway  



http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway






 


 


To: Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors 


From: Lindsay Russell 


Re: Essential Benefit and Innovative grant Survey Responses 


Date: August 23, 2012 


*New responses to email request highlighted in red 


1. The Final rule on Essential benefits provided 10 proposed benefit package options. Which of these 10 


options did your state chose or which do you believe your state will chose? 


ALABAMA- Alabama has not made the choice yet, but is likely to choose on the state level 


ALASKA- Have not decided which selection is best for Alaska 


ARIZONA- We have not decided on which option to choose, but will do so before the September 30, 2012 deadline 


FLORIDA- Florida has not elected to choose a “benchmark” option from among those benchmark options provided per 


federal HHS guidance. Ultimately, policy decisions are made by Florida’s policymakers: Governor Scott and the Florida 


Legislature. The Florida Legislature has not had an opportunity to meet since the U.S. Supreme Court decision on June 


28, 2012 and for logistical reasons, most likely will not be able to weigh-in on this issue until after the November 


elections. Therefore, the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) deadline of October 1, 2012 to make the EHB 


selection is problematic for our state 


GEORGIA- Georgia is not likely to make an EHB selection 


IDAHO- Final rule on data submissions is out - but no proposed rule on general EHB is out yet - but expected before long. 


Looking primarily at the small employer plans 


INDIANA-Has not made a decision yet 


IOWA- No decision yet. 


KANSAS- Will not be making a selection 


LOUISIANA - There are 10 benefits that are required to be covered and 3 optional programs that can be picked by the 


state 


MAINE- We are still evaluating our options. 


MISSISSIPPI- The Advisory Board Recommendation was Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi Small Group Plan 


NEBRASKA-The State of Nebraska is working from the only federal guidance that has been issued (we are not aware of a 


final regulation on EHB). Our state selected one plan from each of the 10 plans and contracted for an actuarial analysis 


of each of those 4 plans to compare costs and plan benefit coverage Add: Nebraska is not now planning to submit a final 


EHB decision until the US DHHS issues regulations 


NEVADA-Nevada is still reviewing options. Recommendation will likely be submitted by Nevada Insurance Commissioner 


on September 30, 2012. 







 


 


NEW JERSEY-we are still evaluating our options 


North Dakota-ND has not made a decision 


OKLAHOMA- Not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania has not selected a benchmark plan yet. Our analysis is mid-stream so we cannot state 


whether we prefer one option over another at this time. The contractor performing the detailed analysis is set to have 


the study completed within the next month 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Revised: We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then 


decide whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- We are still gathering public input. It is unclear at this time which package would ultimately be selected 


UTAH- The Legislative Task Force recommended on a unanimous (bipartisan) vote that the insurance commissioner 


select the PEHP Basic Plus (lowest level state employee plan). 


VIRGINIA- It is likely that Virginia will have an EHB benchmark package that resembles the Anthem Small Group PPO 


with the children's dental and vision benefits modeling the CHIP plan 


WYOMING- WY has not chosen. We will likely select one of the three largest small group plans in WY 


2. If you did not chose between the 10 options, has your state decided to go with the default Federal benefit 


package? 


ALABAMA- Likely to chose State benefit package 


ALASKA- Undecided at this point  


ARIZONA- While we have not chosen a benchmark plan, we don't anticipate going with the default plan 


FLORIDA- If a state does not select a plan or otherwise designate an EHB Plan, HHS will select a plan for the state; the 


default benchmark plan would be the largest small group plan in Florida. The OIR is not aware of any communication 


between our State’s leadership and the HHS regarding the benchmark 


GEORGIA- Georgia will likely defer to the Federal benefit package (the default “Benchmark” which was a Blue Cross Blue 


Shield Health Care Plan of Georgia POS (Point-of-Service) Plan, which federal authorities identified as their federal 


product code 49046GA028) 


IDAHO- State will likely declare 


INDIANA- No 


IOWA- We are aware that if no decision is made by the deadline, Iowa will default. 


LOUISIANA- Still reviewing options  


MAINE- Undecided at this point. 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- Our state is studying the costs and benefits associated with the 4 plans that have been identified as 1) the 


largest small group plan; 2) one of the state employee group plan; 3) the federal employee health plan; and 4) the 


largest commercial non-Medicaid HMO operating in our state. No decision has yet been made on which plan will be 


selected as the EHB plan 


NEW JERSEY- Still evaluating our options  


OKLAHOMA- Has not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- At this point in time Pennsylvania has not made a decision regarding the selection of a benchmark plan. 


The analysis of the benchmark plans is not complete and therefore details on the default plan as well as the other 


options are not available. No decision will be made until all options have been analyzed and reviewed 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- After listening to the public feedback, a decision will be made whether to select an option or default to the  


UTAH-N/A 


VIRGINIA- If Virginia does not choose an EHB benchmark, the default benefit package with be the Anthem Small Group 


PPO plan. It is unknown at this time what the federal government will use to supplement the children's dental and vision 


benefit 


WYOMING- No, have not made a decision yet  


3. Has your state conducted an actuarial cost of benefits analysis on the difference between benefit 


packages in your state? 


ALABAMA-Yes 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- No 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency review or cost/benefit analysis on various benchmark options 


GEORGIA- No, we did not conduct an actuarial analysis. We looked most closely at the 3 largest plans that were offered 


in the small group market as identified by HHS. Those 3 plans were substantially similar, were offered in a highly 


competitive market and actuarial analysis of them would have provided limited beneficial information. Additionally, ¬as 


we reached our internal deadlines to commit resources to make the Benchmark plan decisions, HHS had not released 


final EHB regulations, and it would have been difficult to do an actuarial analysis of these or other potential Benchmark 


plans without knowing how that regulation would affect the final EHB selection 


IDAHO- No 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- NO, A review was done of the options but not a full actuarial study.  


LOUISIANA- No, we have asked the Department of Insurance to conduct an actuarial study 







 


 


MAINE- No 


MISSISSIPPI- No, comparison was based on scope of benefits covered 


NEW JERSEY- We have not yet received the proposed federal rule that we had been told would be coming soon 


NEBRASKA- Yes 


North Dokota- ND Insurance Dept. has completed a comparison analysis of the EHB choices in ND. The report is 


available on the Insurance Dept. website. 


OKLAHOMA-Yes, It is underway 


PENNSYLVANIA- No, although federal guidance states that this information should not be used as a factor to determine 


the EHB package chosen, Pennsylvania believes it is useful information. Our contractor is providing some cost benefit 


analysis information as part of its study. We have not determined at this point if additional analysis will be pursued 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- No, not as of yet, but it is under discussion 


UTAH- No 


VIRGINIA- No, Virginia worked closely with the health plans during the evaluation process. there was little variance 


among the small group plans and the association participants recommended the Anthem Small Group PPO as the 


benchmark 


WYOMING -No 


4. If so and if it has been completed, may the RGPPC attain a copy of the analysis? 


ALABAMA- When it is complete  


ALASKA –N/A 


ARIZONA- It has not been completed but can be shared when it is finished 


FLORIDA-N/A 


GEORGIA- N/A 


IDAHO-N/A 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- We would be willing to provide the analysis that was completed  


LOUISIANA- Yes, when it is complete 


MAINE- N/A 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- yes, a copy of the study completed for the State of Nebraska is found at 


http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf  


NEW JERSEY- N/A 


OKLAHOMA- Yes, when it is finished 


PENNSYLVANIA- If further cost analysis is performed, Pennsylvania will share it with the RGPPC. The report produced by 


our contractor will also be made public once it is completed and will be available on the Pennsylvania Insurance 


Department's website 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes, when it is completed 


TENNESSEE- N/A 


UTAH- N/A 


VIRGINIA- N/A 


WYOMING – N/A 


5. If your state has not done so already, do you plan on conducting an actuarial cost analysis? 


ALABAMA- Yes 


ALASKA- Yes, once a decision is made regarding a benefit package it is likely an actuarial analysis will be completed 


ARIZONA- Yes, we are researching the potential average premium 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency’s assignment to conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


GEORGIA- No, we do not plan to conduct such an actuarial cost analysis. Given the limited options, the lack of final EHB 


regulations to date, and the stated deadline of September 30th, Georgia will not likely conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


IDAHO- No, Not planning on it; DOI does not yet have a staff actuary  


INDIANA- Yes, already been completed  


IOWA- Yes, Gov. Branstad believes if an exchange will be forced on Iowa, then it should be built by Iowa. At that time, a 


study would be necessary and would be completed. 


LOUISIANA – Yes, the DOI will do it 


MAINE- No plans at present 


MISSISSIPPI- No, we will conduct an analysis once able to determine cost sharing parameters  


NEBRASKA- Yes 


NEW JERSEY- It seems unlikely, given the delay in issuing the federal rule, that we can complete an analysis before we 


must decide 


OKLAHOMA-Yes 



http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf





 


 


PENNSYLVANIA- No. Pennsylvania has not conducted this type of analysis, and we are discussing the possibility of 


pursuing this option. We do believe it will be useful information 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes 


TENNESSEE- Possibly but timing and finding are issues 


UTAH- No, probably not 


VIRGINIA- Yes, it is possible that Virginia will conduct an analysis if it is found to be appropriate / needed 


WYOMING -No 


6. If have not done so already, is your state planning to apply for an innovation grant either for funding or 


model testing? 


ALABAMA- Alabama is considering applying for an innovative grant 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- We are still reviewing the FOA and have not made a final decision 


FLORIDA- Not at this time 


GEORGIA- We have not finalized our decision on applying for an innovation grant 


IDAHO- Not at this point 


INDIANA- N/A 


IOWA- We are drafting an application for the Governor to review before a decision on submission is made.  


LOUISIANA- Probably not but are looking at the opportunities versus the requirements 


MAINE- Not at this point 


MISSISSIPPI- Have not considered this yet  


NEBRASKA- No 


NEW JERSEY- No 


OKLAHOMA- No 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania is currently examining the feasibility of applying for a Model Design State Innovation 


Grant through CMMI. We are in the process of compiling the necessary information to complete the application 


SOUTH DAKOTA-No 


TENNESSEE- We are evaluating the grant to determine if it can assist with payment reforms we are currently working on. 


No decision has been made on if we will apply 


UTAH- Still evaluating, we’re not sure whether this would be compatible with innovation projects already in the works  







 


 


VIRGINIA- Virginia is currently exploring the option to apply 


WYOMING - No 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Fw: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 8:04:46 AM
Attachments: PA EHB Study Report 2012 08 29 Final.pdf

PA Sebelius Letter re EHB Final 9.26.12.pdf
LA EHB Letter Draft.pdf
VA EHB letter.pdf
2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf
2012-09-27 EHB RGPPC Survey Final.pdf

Importance: High

Thx fir the update yesterday. I was at doctor. Nicole is drafting the letter and I will forward tonight
or today. 

I met with CCIIO but don't have a lot of additional info yet. None on EHB. I will begin a series of
calls with them next week. They indicated we could select a state exchange on blueprint but also
develop contingency plans for certain sections just in case. 

I'm reaching out to OHCA for the weekly meeting. I'm hoping Thursdays. I will try to let you know
what I think is on the agenda so you can decide if you need to be there or we can touch base after.
Also going to be touching base with Mike Rhoades this week. . He met with CCIIO this week
actually. Anyway I want to really dig into the insurance market issues and I'm hopeful he can help
move the analysis along a bit, participate in calls and get info from other states. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 01:23 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org>; Dustin Huffman <dhuffman@rgppc.org>; Mike Schrimpf
<mschrimpf@RGA.ORG> 
Subject: HHS EHB deadline update- Reminder CALL TODAY 5 ET 
 
Good Afternoon,  Chief of Staffs, Action Officers, and Healthcare Advisors:
 
As we approach the HHS EHB Oct 1 deadline, many of you are seeking feedback regarding various
Republican states’ approaches.  Attached is a memo (2012 09 27 EHB memo FINAL.pdf) which
highlights feedback regarding state efforts on the EHB issue.  Also provided are attachments of
letters, studies, and our latest- up to date EHB survey. See memo above for description of other
attachments.
 
As a reminder, RGPPC will host a conference call today at 5 PM ET to discuss these moving parts. 
Conference line is 1 800 653-7913 and access code is 4341764.
 
To state the obvious but to reiterate:   Please do not forward this email outside of your governor’s
office so that we may continue maintain the ability of our governors to share thoughts
confidentially.
 
Best,

24981
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1. Executive Summary 
 


A. Issue 
Under the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”)1 the federal Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) 
contemplates that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Commonwealth”) is permitted to define the 
minimum required health care services covered by new comprehensive health insurance plans sold in the 
individual and small group markets, both outside and inside the Health Insurance Exchange (“Exchange”) in 
2014 and later years. This minimum set of covered health care services is referred to as the essential health 
benefits (“EHB”).  


The selection of the EHB package would allow the Commonwealth to define the minimum services that will 
be covered by health insurance policies for approximately 1.6 million2 Pennsylvania consumers in 2014. HHS 
has determined a default EHB package for each state, and this selection will serve as the EHB package 
absent a state identifying a different benchmark health plan other than the default.  


A state identifying an EHB package (other than the default) to be effective in 2014 and 2015 must report this 
to the federal government during the third quarter of 2012. The federal guidance is incomplete and in some 
cases ambiguous regarding the specific requirements for EHB, so interpretations and assumptions must be 
made in any effort to comply with this deadline. Deloitte Consulting LLP (“Deloitte Consulting”) has prepared 
this report exploring various issues to assist the Commonwealth in making its decisions regarding EHB. 


  


B. Options 
Proposed guidance from HHS provides that the Commonwealth may choose an EHB “benchmark” plan from 
among the ten options listed below.  Pennsylvania’s EHB would then be defined by reference to the scope 
and limitations of covered services under that benchmark plan.  The four benchmark plan types (1st column) 
identified in the guidance provide for ten benchmark plan options for the Commonwealth to consider (2nd 
column). All of these options need to be supplemented because they do not cover the ACA’s ten required 
benefit categories. If a state does not make a selection, the proposed guidance from HHS indicates the 
default EHB package would be the largest plan (according to enrollment) among the three largest small 
group products in the state.   


 


  


 


                                                      
1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148) and Healthcare and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public 


Law 111-152). 
 
2 Estimates provided by Deloitte Consulting’s proprietary model; this number represents estimated enrollment for the non-grandfathered 
plans sold through the individual and small group markets, both on and off the Health Insurance Exchange. 
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Benchmark Plan Types Benchmark Plan Options 


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of the 
three largest small group 
insurance products in the 
State’s small group market 


 


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 -  
$2,500 Deductible 100% Coinsurance 


 


One of the three largest 
State employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment 


 


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP 


One of the three largest 
federal employee insurer 
options 


 


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option 


The largest HMO plan 
offered in the State’s 
commercial market 


 


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 


 


C. Findings 
Following are key findings resulting from the analysis of the Commonwealth’s available EHB options. 
 
1. The benchmark plan option selected will have only a small financial impact on the total level of 


Pennsylvania’s EHB – the difference in total value or cost between the highest and lowest of the ten 
options is approximately 1% (as shown by the blue bars in the chart below).  Because significant adult 
dental services are covered by some of the benchmark option plans, these plans have higher values and 
costs (with the adult dental services reflected in the green bars below).   
 
The ACA requires that the EHB reflect a scope of services “equal to the scope of benefits provided under 
a typical employer plan”, and the ten benchmark plan options proposed by HHS are therefore intended to 
reflect a typical employer plan.  The employer health benefits market is mature, and covered services are 
often quite similar among plans with large enrollment, so the narrow range of observed variation in the 
benchmark options is not unreasonable. 
 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over 
the lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that 
each of the ten benchmark plan options include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits 
in order to be compliant with the ACA. 
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Note that the 1% variation in cost level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB 
options.  It does not include the general increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from 
cost inflation and other ACA provisions such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community 
rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


2. The benchmark options are also substantially consistent with respect to the details of coverage 
of specific items and services – As would be expected, the benchmark plan options do not differ 
materially with respect to their scope of coverage of inpatient hospital and surgical services, major 
categories of prescription drugs, diagnostic testing, emergency services, etc.    


3. Some coverage differences do exist among the options – The most significant differences among 
the options with respect to scope of covered services are dental, specialized services (e.g., chiropractic 
care, private duty nursing), long term care, skilled nursing facility, hospice, mental health, and substance 
abuse. 


4. All benchmark options will need to be supplemented – All ten benchmarks need to be supplemented 
because they do not generally cover habilitative services and some do not cover pediatric oral and 
pediatric vision services.  ACA requires supplementation of the current benefits in these cases. 


5. The highest-value benchmark options are the Federal employees’ plans – due to coverage of dental 
benefits for adults as well as children. 
 


6. The lowest-value benchmark option is the Keystone Health Plan East HMO in Pennsylvania’s 
small group market – due to limited benefit coverage in services such as inpatient hospital, mental 
health, and substance abuse. 
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D. Considerations 
Following are considerations that should be taken into account when reviewing the identified benchmark plan 
options for an EHB package and to gather an understanding of potential impacts and related decisions 
regarding insurance regulation in Pennsylvania. 
 


1. Advantages and disadvantages of higher-value EHB options - A relatively higher-value EHB 
package will ensure that Pennsylvanians insured under new individual and small group policies 
beginning in 2014 are covered for a larger scope of medical services, such as full coverage of mental 
health and substance abuse.  Higher-value EHB options tend to have fewer qualitative limits on 
coverage, and may be simpler to communicate and comprehend.  A relatively higher-value EHB 
package would result in less affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Decreased affordability would tend to increase the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers less latitude for flexibility and innovation in plan 
design. 
 


2. Advantages and disadvantages of lower-value EHB options – A relatively lower-value EHB 
package would allow for more affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Increased affordability would tend to reduce the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers greater latitude for flexibility and innovation in 
plan design. A relatively lower-value EHB package may expose covered Pennsylvanians, including 
vulnerable populations, to greater costs at point of service by more narrowly defining the scope of 
covered items and services. 
 


3. Impact on vulnerable populations – The Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations, like other 
Pennsylvanians, will experience trade-offs.  For example, there is a balance to be achieved between 
scope of coverage and affordability as EHB options are reviewed.  Some specific benefits (e.g., 
mental health, substance abuse, children’s preventative services) will be of particular importance to 
some vulnerable (and less vulnerable) individuals, but it is not possible to identify any option that 
produces an ’optimal’ result for all vulnerable populations or for the people of the Commonwealth in 
general.  All options will involve trade-offs of the kinds listed above. 
 


4. It is important to reiterate that all of the Commonwealth’s benchmark options are similar in 
overall value and scope of covered services, other than adult dental services – The 
considerations listed above should be evaluated accordingly.  That is, any impact of the decision on 
benefit levels, affordability, consumer understanding, and vulnerable populations is likely to be small. 
 


5. Dental benefits – Private sector employee medical benefit plans typically do not include substantial 
dental services (routine check-ups and preventive services are sometimes included).  If the 
Commonwealth chooses a benchmark plan option including dental services, it could extend basic 
dental coverage to Pennsylvanians who otherwise would not purchase it.  The disadvantages of 
such a choice would include a decrease in affordability and a disruption of current typical benefit 
designs. 


6. Supplementation - Federal guidance is not clear on the process to determine whether a particular 
plan adequately covers each of the ten ACA required benefit categories. The approach followed for 
this analysis is to determine whether some coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service 
areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to require supplementation in any case in which a 
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benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified service area (e.g. hospitalization, 
pediatric oral services). 


7. State-mandated benefits – ACA requires that states defray the additional federal cost associated 
with any additional state-mandated benefits (beyond the EHB) or state-mandated benefits enacted 
after 12/31/11 for individuals receiving federal subsidies on the Exchange.  However,  


a. Nine of the ten benchmark options include all relevant state-mandated benefits, so additional 
costs would be incurred only if the Commonwealth selected the Government Employees 
Health Association Standard Option (i.e., one of the federal employee plans) as the EHB and 
continued to mandate the medical foods benefit.  Costs of approximately $430,080 for 2014 
would be incurred by the Commonwealth for an estimated 224,000 average monthly 
subsidized members. These costs will increase over time, as more people are anticipated to 
purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  The costs are estimated to grow to 
approximately $1 million in 2016 based on 467,000 average monthly subsidized members.   


b. Costs associated with the “Dental Care for Special Needs and Young Children” mandate 
enacted after 12/31/11 have been determined to be nil for 2014 since these services were 
covered by all of the ten benchmark option plans prior to the mandate.   


EHB rules regarding state benefit mandates for 2016 and later years are not yet defined, but could 
result in additional Commonwealth costs or decisions.  Federal guidance indicates that while state- 
mandated benefits currently included in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond.  The Commonwealth may also take the 
opportunity to evaluate current state benefit requirements and consider revisions to manage the 
transition to EHB smoothly or minimize costs, disruptions, and regulatory inconsistencies across 
insurance market segments as EHB takes effect.   


The balance of this report describes: 


• The analysis of Pennsylvania’s EHB options, including approach, federal guidance, and results, 
• The EHB options, including details of the ten benchmark plan options, and 
• The data, assumptions, and methodology used in the analysis.  


 
Appendices are referenced throughout the report and are provided at the end of the report. 
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2. Analysis 
This section describes the federal guidance available at the time of the analysis and findings with respect to 
questions specified by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department (the “Department”). 


A.  Federal Guidance 
Section 1302 of the ACA requires that the Secretary of HHS define the EHB to reflect the scope of benefits 
covered by a typical employer plan.  EHB must cover at least 
ten general categories of items and services specified in the 
ACA (see table on right). The proposed guidance provides 
states with a process to choose from ten benchmark plans 
available in the market today. Key points from the federal 
guidance are summarized below: 


• EHB Options & Selection Process - The December 
2011 EHB Bulletin from HHS provided a process for 
states to select their EHB and proposes that states 
must select an EHB benchmark plan in the third 
quarter two years prior to the coverage year. Thus, 
HHS anticipates that the selection of the benchmark 
plan for 2014 and 2015 would need to take place in 
the third quarter of 2012 for states to choose from the 
ten benchmark options and provide their EHB 
package to HHS.  The submission process includes 
an indication of the plan chosen and confirmation of 
coverage of the ten ACA mandated categories of service. Recent verbal requests from HHS indicate 
that additional information may be required, and that HHS will “complete” the selection of EHBs for a 
state if the state does not select a benchmark plan and determine if supplementary coverage is 
needed. 


• EHB Level of Detail – Insurers are required to provide HHS with summary information on potential 
benchmark plans.  HHS has specified 45 different categories of service (plus an “other” category of 
service) for purposes of this reporting. These service categories are listed in the EHB Data Collection 
Final Rule Appendix G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package, and have not been 
identified as services that must be included in EHB. 


• Defining EHB - Cost sharing components such as deductible, copayments and coinsurance are not 
part of the definition of the EHB; instead, the cost sharing features are part of the actuarial value 
calculation used to determine the metallic tier of the plan.   


• Inclusion of the ten ACA statutory benefit categories – Federal guidance is not clear on the process 
to determine whether a particular plan design adequately covers each of the ten ACA required 
benefit categories. For purposes of this study, it is assumed that coverage of each of the specific 
items or services within the statutory description of the category constitutes coverage of that 
statutory category.    For example for the ACA benefit category of “rehabilitative & habilitative 


10 ACA Required Benefit Categories 
1. Ambulatory patient services 
2. Emergency services 
3. Hospitalization 
4. Maternity & newborn care 
5. Mental health & substance use 


disorder services 
6. Prescription drugs 
7. Rehabilitative & habilitative 


services & devices 
8. Laboratory services 
9. Preventive & wellness services 


& chronic disease management 
10. Pediatric services, including oral 


& vision  
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services & devices”, plans were reviewed for coverage of both rehabilitative and habilitative services 
and devices (i.e., durable medical equipment, hearing aids) to determine whether supplementing 
benefits was necessary. 


 


Federal guidance referenced during this study is listed in Appendix A. 


B. Pennsylvania’s EHB Options 
The ten benchmark plan options the Commonwealth may consider for the EHB package are outlined in the 
table below. The federal guidance allows states to select a benchmark plan from among plans offered:  


o in the small group market,  
o to the state employees, 
o to federal government employees, and 
o in the HMO commercial market. 


 
The guidance is specific in describing which plans are to be considered (e.g., those plans with the highest 
enrollment within the products with the highest enrollment in the small group market) and distinguishes 
between plan and product aggregation levels3.  Each benchmark plan option must be reviewed against the 
ten ACA mandated benefit categories and supplemented as necessary (as reflected in the last column of the 
table below). Additional detail on the benefits and any required supplementation for each of these options is 
provided in Section 3. 
 


4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of 
the three largest 
small group 
insurance products 
in the State’s small 
group market 


  


1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay Yes 


2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) Yes 


3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 - $2500 Deductible 
100% Coinsurance 


Yes 


One of the three 
largest State 
employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment  


  


4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO Yes 


5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO Yes 


6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP Yes 


                                                      
3  Per the EHB Bulletin: “Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
insurer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific benefits and cost-sharing 
provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with different cost-sharing structures and rider options may 
derive from a single product.” 
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4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 


10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 


need to be 
supplemented?  


One of the three 
largest federal 
employee insurer 
options 


  


7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option Yes 


8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option Yes 


9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option Yes 


The largest HMO 
plan offered in the 
State’s commercial 
market 


  


10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 Yes 


 
C. Considerations in Selecting EHB  
This section includes items for the Commonwealth to consider as benchmark options are evaluated. 
 
1. Affordability 


 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over the 
lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that all ten 
plans fall within a range of approximately 1% of premium as shown in the blue bars below, which translates 
to approximately $5 per member per month (PMPM).  The green bars reflected the additional increase to 
cover some adult dental benefits which are included in the federal plan options.  
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Because premium differences among the ten options are within this relatively narrow range when adult 
dental is removed (assumed to be possible if a federal option is selected), the impact of the Commonwealth’s 
selection of an EHB benchmark plan can be expected to have a corresponding limited impact on affordability 
of coverage in the individual and small group markets. Note that each of the ten benchmark plan options 
include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits in order to be compliant with the ACA.  This 
process and these estimates are described in Section 4.   


2. Consumers’ understanding of benefit package  
 


As the Commonwealth reviews the benchmark options, another item to keep in mind is how well consumers 
will be able to understand the benefits. When limitations and other specific exclusions are placed on benefits, 
this typically increases the potential for consumer misunderstanding.  For example, the Health Assurance 
PPO plan design includes the limit of 45 inpatient days per year (which is a combined limit for physical 
therapy, speech therapy, and occupational therapy) and a limit of 30 outpatient visits per year (combined 
limit for same three services) for rehabilitation services.  Those complications make it more difficult for 
consumers to understand versus other benchmark options that have no constraints on the service.  
However, many of these differences are minor. 


In the table below, additional considerations regarding consumers’ understanding of the EHB package are 
presented. 


Consideration Discussion 
Ø Level of detail the 


Commonwealth provides 
to consumers (and 
insurers) 


Ø The Commonwealth can define the level of detail to be provided on 
the EHB and provide the public and industry with this information 
(e.g., the 46 categories of service used in this analysis) so 
consumers would have more information about the minimum 
coverage (vs. providing only the ten ACA mandated categories of 
service).  The additional detail would most likely help consumers 
better understand what is covered in the EHB package.  


Ø Consistency across 
markets 


Ø The public understanding of the EHB package will improve as it is 
used consistently across markets.  For example, if the same 
requirements are also applied to the large group market4, 
understanding will improve. 


 


3. Insurers’ Flexibility 
 
Selecting an EHB package from one of the ten available benchmark options should not materially impact the 
level of insurers’ flexibility or innovation as they design products and plans.  If the Commonwealth selects an 
option that has the lowest level of coverage, insurers would have more flexibility to add to it.  If the 
Commonwealth selects an option with the more comprehensive coverage, there may be slightly more 
consistency across plans being offered, but there is slightly less opportunity for insurers to innovate.   
 
In addition, under current federal guidance, insurers may offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the 
EHB and modify as necessary to reflect the ten required ACA benefit categories.  This flexibility applies to 


                                                      
4 Applying the EHB requirements to the large group market would require legislative action by the General Assembly mandating its 
application to the large group market. 
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both the specific service and quantitative limits. HHS is considering allowing insurers to substitute both 
across and within the ten ACA mandated categories. Additional HHS guidance is expected on the allowable 
methods to substitute and conditions that must be met (e.g., actuarial equivalence). 


4. Commonwealth’s Most Vulnerable Populations 
 


The needs of vulnerable populations should be considered as the Commonwealth evaluates the ten 
benchmark options: 
 


Considerations Discussion 
Ø Who are the vulnerable 


populations? 
Vulnerable populations are groups that may need additional assistance 
in accessing appropriate medical care due to social or economic 
situations. Examples may include consumers: 


• In particular geographic locations, 
• With primary languages other than English, 
• With disabilities, certain medical needs, or high health needs,  
• That have low incomes, or 
• Who have limited education. 


Ø How do their health 
care needs differ from 
others? 


The vulnerable populations’ health care needs differ from those of others 
in a variety of ways, for example: 


• They may have transportation issues getting to an appointment 
either because they can’t drive or don’t own a car, 


• They may have language barriers and need help reading in 
English and/or translating to another language, 


• They may have physical or behavioral health conditions that limit 
their abilities to make or keep appointments, or 


• They may have trouble understanding the health care system, 
their benefits, and possible providers. 


Ø What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
benchmark options as it 
relates to the vulnerable 
population? 


All ten benchmark options have been supplemented to cover the ten 
ACA mandated benefit categories including those that specifically 
address children.  However, the benchmark options vary in specific 
services in terms of the degree of coverage.  For example, mental health 
and substance abuse services vary across the ten benchmark options 
as different limitations apply on outpatient and inpatient services. 


Ø Other Considerations • One way protect to the vulnerable population is to appropriately 
compensate insurers for these populations through the 
Commonwealth’s risk adjustment mechanisms. 


• Many of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations currently 
have access to public programs (e.g., Medical Assistance, CHIP, 
Medicare), and will therefore not be impacted by the decisions 
regarding EHB. 


 
5. Commonwealth Uninsured Residents  
 
As stated earlier, the estimated premium cost levels for the seven benchmark options that do not cover 
significant adult dental services fall within a range of approximately 1%.  Note that the 1% variation in cost 
level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB options.  It does not include the general 
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increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from cost inflation and other ACA provisions 
such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 


The number of the currently uninsured population that will obtain individual or small group insurance in 2014 
and beyond will depend on the affordability of the EHB package selected.  Assuming that the price elasticity 
of demand is 20% on average, a 1% increase in premium rates would reduce enrollment in the market by 
0.2%.   
 
6. Commonwealth’s residents with employer sponsored coverage 


 
The selection of the EHB package will directly impact employer sponsored coverage in the small group 
market.  The selection of the EHB from the ten options could result in small group employers needing to 
adjust their plans to include or reduce benefits or modify limitations on some services (e.g., home health 
care, skilled nursing facility, mental health, substance abuse).   However, these adjustments are expected to 
have a small impact on total small group enrollment.  
 
7. Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 
 
Based on information provided by the Department, no portion of the Commonwealth’s current Medical 
Assistance program has elected the 2006 option (under Social Security Law Section 1937) to align benefit 
packages to a “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plan.  If that option had been selected, those plan 
designs would also have to meet (or be supplemented to meet) the ten required ACA benefit categories.  
Note that these “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plans could be different from the EHB selected for 
the individual and small group market and that there are some overlapping benchmark options. This 
requirement would pertain to any Medical Assistance expansion as well.  Similarly, the Commonwealth’s 
CHIP program has not been based upon a benchmark plan, with the exception of dental coverage. 
 
Therefore, the establishment of an EHB package as required by the ACA will not have a direct impact on the 
Medical Assistance or CHIP programs.  However, if the Commonwealth proceeds with the Medicaid 
expansion authorized under the ACA, benefits for the newly-eligible members will be required to be 
consistent with a section 1937 benchmark plan and cover the ten statutory EHB benefit categories. 


In comparing the ten benchmark options to the Commonwealth’s current Medical Assistance and CHIP 
programs, we note the following relative advantages and disadvantages: 


Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Benchmark options cover specialist visits, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans do not 
Ø Benchmark options cover unlimited outpatient coverage, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans 


provide coverage with limits 
Ø Medical Assistance covers skilled nursing care and hospice care, where most of the benchmark options 


provide limited coverage 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


Medical Assistance plans 
Ø Drug coverage is limited by number of prescriptions for Medical Assistance plans, but not for the benchmark 


plans 
Ø Dental and oral services for children are covered for the Medical Assistance plans and are only covered in the 


federal benchmark plans (with some limits on visits per year) 
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Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 


Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams for children are not covered for the Medical Assistance plans, while the 
Keystone Health Plan East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits)  


Ø All benchmark plans, excluding the federal plans, do not include adult dental services, while the Medical 
Assistance plans have very restrictive coverage on dental and oral services 
 


Benchmark Options comparison to CHIP 


Ø CHIP is limited in annual visits to several providers and places of service (e.g., primary care physician, 
specialists, outpatient or ambulatory surgery, outpatient hospitalization), where the benchmark options are 
rarely limited 


Ø CHIP is limited in the number of inpatient days covered, where most of the benchmark plans provide coverage 
without limitations 


Ø CHIP covers skilled nursing care and hospice care with limits similar to most of the benchmark options 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 


CHIP plans 
Ø Dental and oral services are covered for CHIP, and are only covered in the federal benchmark plans (with 


some limits on visits per year) 
Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams are covered with some limits for CHIP, while the Keystone Health Plan 


East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits) 
 


 


D. State-mandated Benefits  
This section addresses state-mandated benefits as the Commonwealth considers their EHB options. 


 
1. Considerations 
 
As the Commonwealth reviews the EHB benchmark options, applicable state-mandated benefits (refer to 
detailed description of state-mandated benefits in Appendix B) should be considered.  The advantages of 
continuing these mandates are less disruption in the marketplace and less burdensome insurer 
administrative costs to transition to the applicable EHB option.   The advantage of repealing the mandates is 
that there would not be mandated benefits to regulate, separate from those required under the ACA.  
Critically, repealing the mandates would also mean that if those mandated benefits are not included in the 
EHB package for 2016 and beyond, there would be no state budgetary impact to covering those benefits: 
proposed guidance indicates that while mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the 
state in 2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond, with the result that the state would have to cover 
the cost for those excluded mandates.  Below is a list of specific considerations (in addition to costs which 
are discussed below) that should inform the Commonwealth regarding continuation, modification, or 
termination of benefit mandates.   
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Consideration Relevant state-mandated benefit examples 
Benefit is mandated in federal law and 
therefore could be repealed since 
coverage would still be provided 


Ø Childhood Immunizations  
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Mammography Screenings 


Benefit is routinely covered in the 
industry and therefore, if repealed, has a 
potential lower risk of being removed 
from plans  


Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
 


Benefit impacts large numbers of people Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Newborn Children 


Repealing mandate would position this 
coverage back to market averages 


Ø Medical Foods 
 


 
The table below identifies which of the relevant state-mandated services (as rows) are covered by each of 
the ten benchmark options (as columns), and provides an estimated PMPM cost of the mandated benefit (in 
the far right column), if the cost is expected to be over $0.10 PMPM which was the materiality threshold for 
this study.  Note FEHBP’s GEHA PPO option does not cover the current mandate on medical foods.  The 
numbering scheme in the table below corresponds to the ordering of the state-mandated benefits in 
Appendix B.   
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Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Insurers FEHBP Benchmark Plans Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


Estimated Cost 
of Mandated 


Benefit PMPM 
  


Commonwealth-
specific Benefit 


Mandate 


1 
Highmark 


PPO 


2 
Aetna 
HMO 
(POS) 


3 
Health 


Assurance 
PPO 


4 
Highmark 


Health 
Insurance 
Company 


PPO 


5 
Keystone 


Health 
Plan 


Central 
HMO 


6 
UHC 


CDHP 


7 
BCBS 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


8 
BCBS 
Basic 
Option 
PPO 


9 
GEHA 


Standard 
Option 
PPO 


10 
Keystone 


Health Plan 
East HMO 


G
ro


up
 


Po
lic


y 
B


en
ef


its
 


1 Alcohol/Substance 
Abuse [a] Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under  threshold 


G
ro


up
 a


nd
 In


di
vi


du
al


 P
ol


ic
y 


B
en


ef
its


 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer Hormone 
Treatment 


Yes [b] Yes Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Under threshold 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


10 Diabetic Supplies & 
Education Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / Pap 
Smear 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


15 Mammography 
Screenings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes $0.25 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


17 Maternity Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 
18 Medical Foods Yes Yes Yes Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [d] Yes [d] No [e] Yes $0.16 
19 Newborn Children Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 


21 
Dental Anesthesia for 
Special Needs and 
Young Children [f] 


No [g] No [g] No [g] Not 
specified [h]] 


Not 
specified [h] No Not 


specified [h] 
Not 
specified [h] 


Not 
specified [h] No [g] Under threshold 


 
[a] Benefits appear to be covered, however plan documents may not specify the level of detail described within the mandate. 
[b] Chemotherapy included.  Cancer hormone treatment not specified. 
[c] Exclusion on page 72 of the SPD states that "enteral formula may be covered with certain diagnoses".  The mandated diagnoses are not specified explicitly. 
[d] Medical foods are included only when administered by catheter or nasogastric tubes. 
[e] Enteral formula that is available without a prescription is not covered. 
[f] Mandated benefit effective 2012 and not yet included in the plan documents reviewed. 
[g] Dental services are neither offered through the base policy nor offered as a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer. 
[h] Dental services are provided under a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer.  The PEBTF HMO is closed to new entrants. 
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2. Costs 
 
The ACA requires that states cover certain costs related to mandated benefits unless included in the 
selected benchmark plan and enacted prior to 12/31/11. If a particular mandated benefit is not reflected in 
the EHB package, or if the mandate was enacted after 12/31/11, there will be associated costs for the 
Commonwealth to continue to require inclusion of the mandated coverage in health insurance policies.   
 
Proposed guidance indicates that mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015.  For 2016 and beyond, however, a decision has not been communicated.  For example, HHS 
may develop an approach which excludes some of the state-mandated benefits and requires states to cover 
the additional costs related to subsidized members. 
 
These Commonwealth costs are described below in two parts: 
 


a) The Commonwealth will need to pay a portion of the premium for consumers eligible for federal 
premium subsidies and 


b) The Commonwealth will have to pay the cost of reduced cost sharing applicable to the mandated 
benefit for eligible consumers. 


 
If the Commonwealth were to select benchmark option #9 (i.e., GEHA Standard Option PPO plan) as the 
EHB benchmark plan, the Commonwealth would incur a cost associated with mandating medical foods, 
estimated to be $0.16 PMPM or $430,080,5 per year assuming 224,000 average monthly subsidized 
individual members being covered through the Exchange in 2014.  These costs will increase over time, as 
more people are anticipated to purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  Notwithstanding the so-
called individual mandate in the ACA, many states and industry experts working on designing Exchanges 
expect that the peak enrollment through Exchanges will not be seen until perhaps the third year of Exchange 
operation. The costs are estimated to grow to approximately $1 million6 in 2016 based on 467,000 average 
monthly subsidized members. 
 
Note that these costs represent item (a) from above – that is, the portion of the costs associated with paying 
for a portion of the premium subsidies only. Costs associated with (b) noted above are more difficult to 
quantify since they would be dependent on whether the mandated benefit was part of service that had 
reduced cost sharing (which is determined by the insurers, not the states) and the degree to which the 
benefit was utilized by those consumers eligible for the cost sharing reductions.    
 
 
3. Funding Options 
 
If the Commonwealth does continue to require mandated benefits above the level of EHB, either through 
benefits not included in one of the benchmark options (i.e., Option #9 does not cover the medical foods 
mandate) or through new mandates, potential funding sources to generate additional revenue are as follows:   
 


                                                      
5 $430,080 = $0.16 PMPM x 224,000 average members x 12 months enrolled 
6 $1 million = $0.18 PMPM x 467,000 average members x 12 months enrolled; two years of 6.5% trend is applied to $0.16 PMPM to 
arrive at $0.18 PMPM 
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Funding Option Advantages Disadvantages 


Insurer/Premium Fee – 
percentage of premium, per 
member enrolled fee, or variation 
applied to on and off Exchange 
insurers 
 
Note – Commonwealth would 
need to define which markets 
would be responsible for the fee 
(e.g., individual, small group, large 
group), and would need to 
consider how/whether it could be 
applied to self-funded plans 


ü Should not result in different 
premiums purchased on vs. 
off Exchange 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Assessing fee to a broader 
group will result in a lower 
cost per individual than fees 
charged on Exchange only, 
since it spreads costs across 
a larger number of people 


ü Predictable due to size of 
market the fee is spread 
across. 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing  fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates 


ü Individuals and businesses 
purchasing coverage outside 
the Exchange are required to 
pay a part of the premium of 
those who purchase through 
an Exchange and get federal 
subsidization.  


Insurer/Premium Fee on 
Exchange Only – similar to above 
fee, but collected from on 
Exchange insurers only 


ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 
 


ü May be costs associated with 
implementing fees and 
operational issues 


ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates on Exchange 


ü Premiums for similar policies 
off Exchange may be cheaper 
than those on Exchange, 
resulting in possible adverse 
selection for off Exchange 
policies 


Exchange User Fee – percentage 
of premium or flat dollar amount 
collected from consumers or small 
business for policies issued on the 
Exchange.   
 


ü May be feasible to implement 
and collect ongoing through 
Exchange 


ü Can adjust amount as funding 
needs change 


ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 


ü May discourage participation 
in Exchange transactions due 
to extra cost 


ü May be difficult to estimate 
since fees are dependent on 
Exchange participation 


Exchange Revenue Models – third 
party(ies) sell products or services 
or advertise on the Exchange and 
the Commonwealth/Exchange 
receives a portion of the revenue 


ü No expected impact on cost of 
premiums purchased either on 
or off Exchange 


ü Additional services being 
offered on Exchange may 
result in more policies being 
purchased on the Exchange 


ü Revenue may be difficult to 
predict 


ü Potential to take time to 
incorporate into Exchange 
and collect revenue 
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As noted above, it is not clear how EHB will be defined for 2016 and later (i.e., after the transition period), 
which state-mandated benefits will be allowed to be part of that package, and the potential costs incurred by 
the Commonwealth. For example, HHS may remove some of the state-mandated benefits and require states 
to cover the additional costs related to subsidized members. The estimated cost of the relevant current state-
mandated benefits is $0.47 PMPM7 which translates to approximately $2.6 million8 per year assuming 
467,000 average consumers purchasing subsidized insurance on Exchange in 2016.  This amount may 
increase with any new mandated benefits enacted in the Commonwealth. 
 
4. Exemption from State-mandated Benefits for Policies Sold On Exchange 


 
The table below lists advantages and disadvantages associated with requiring state-mandated benefits for 
the off Exchange markets only.  Note that four of the relevant mandates will be required under federal law, 
regardless of Pennsylvania requirements. These four include childhood immunizations, emergency 
reimbursement, gynecological examinations/pap smear, and mammography screenings. Note that benefit 
mandates tend to increase costs for affected employers, making it harder to provide employee coverage and 
making it more likely that some employers will stop offering coverage. 


Requiring state-mandated benefits only for policies sold off Exchange  
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Allows for somewhat greater flexibility and innovation 
in benefit design for insurers 


Ø Inconsistent benefit packages off vs. on Exchange 


Ø Variation in options for consumers and small 
businesses 


Ø Potentially confusing for consumers and small 
businesses  


Ø No additional cost to the Commonwealth to cover a 
portion of the premium and cost sharing subsidies 


Ø Potential political and consumer resistance 


 
Requiring mandated benefits off Exchange would create an uneven marketplace in which benefits could 
differ causing differences in premium. The Exchange could have plans with lower premiums since those 
plans may not include state-mandated benefits.  This difference in premium could result in more people 
purchasing their insurance on the Exchange.   
 
 


E. Large Group Considerations 
Below we list some other considerations specifically for the large group market. 
 
1. EHB Applicability to Large Group Market 


 
The ACA does not require large group employers (currently defined as over 50 employees in Pennsylvania, 
but to be defined as over 100 employees effective 1/1/2016) to cover the EHB package in their insured 
plans.  The Commonwealth could examine the possibility of mandating the EHB package for the insured 
large group market.  The table below lists some advantages and disadvantages to consider: 
 


                                                      
7 $0.47 PMPM = $0.25 PMPM for mammography screenings + $0.16 PMPM for medical foods, both trended at 6.5% for two years. 
8 $2.6 million = $0.47 PMPM x 467,000 average monthly members x 12 months. 
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Requiring EHB for Large Group Market 
Advantages Disadvantages 


Ø Promotes consistency across markets  (i.e., individual, 
small group, and large group) 


Ø Potential resistance from large employers, due to 
resulting cost and administrative burdens 


Ø Easier for consumers to understand Ø Inconsistency between insured and self-funded benefit 
plans 


 
Note also that the ACA requirement for EHB does not apply to any self-insured plans or grandfathered plans. 
 
2. Impact on large group plans not subject to EHB requirements 
 


The ACA does not require that large group plans offer EHB.  However, large group plans may not impose 
annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB (but may impose non-dollar limits as can the individual and small 
group markets). In addition, large group plans may continue to impose annual and lifetime dollar limits on 
benefits that do not fall within the definition of EHB (just as individual and small group plans may).  
 
Therefore, large group employers will in any event need to evaluate the EHB against their plan designs and 
make appropriate adjustments to comply with the no annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB requirement.  
The EHB requirement is likely to impact the majority of the large group plans with annual and dollar 
maximums, since they will need to be adjusted so they don’t apply to EHB.  The ten benchmark options are 
generally consistent; however there are some differences (e.g., private duty nursing, infertility treatment) that 
could impact the number of revisions required in large group policies. 
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3. EHB Options 
 
This section of the report details the EHB benchmark plan options available to Pennsylvania. 
 
EHB must cover at least ten general categories of items and services specified in the ACA, as previously 
specified in the report.  The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options, as shown on the following 
pages, are reflective of the 46 benefit categories provided in HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  There is 
no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 benefit categories to be required to demonstrate 
compliance with the ten categories.    
 
Detailed benefit information was reviewed for the ten benchmark plan options and summarized in the table 
contained in the following pages.  The table presents the ten benchmark plan options across the columns 
and the benefits as rows of the table (note the detailed benefit rows identified in HHS’ delineation for the web 
portal are grouped into the ten ACA statutory required benefit categories as shown in light blue rows).  Also 
note the contents of each of the cells reflect a:  


o “Yes” if the benefit is covered without quantitative limits,  
o “No” if the benefit is not covered, or  
o Includes language to describe the quantitative limit that applies to the benefit. 


 
Some of the ten ACA required benefit categories were missing from the ten benchmark plan options, as 
indicated by the light yellow shading in the table. The supplementing process needed for these benefits is 
described in Section 4. 
 







  Page 21 
 


Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


1 
Ambulatory Patient 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Primary Care to Treat An 
Illness or Injury Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialist Visit Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Other Practitioner Office 
Visit (Nurse, Physician 
Assistant) 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers 
such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such 
as nurses 


Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 


providers such as 
nurses 


  Private Duty Nursing 
Limit 240 hours 


per year 


Only for non-
hospitalizatio
n of acute-
illness or 


injury Not Specified 


Limit 240 hours 
per year and 8 
hours per day No 


Limit 240 hours per 
year and 8 hours 


per day No No No 


Limit 360 hours 
per calendar year 


for outpatient 
service.  Inpatient 


private duty 
nursing not 
included. 


  
Chiropractic Care/Spinal 
Manipulations 


Limit 20 visits 
per year Yes 


Limit 20 visits per 
year 


Yes; treatment 
plan required 


after six visits per 
year 


Subject to 60 
outpatient visit 


per year 
maximum 


Yes; treatment plan 
required after six 


visits per year 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiro


practic 
manipulations per 


year; benefits 
may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved 
areas 


Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 


and 12 
osteopathic/chiropr
actic manipulations 
per year; benefits 


may also be 
available for 


covered services 
provided from 


chiropractors in 
medically 


underserved areas 


Limit 12 
chiropractic 


manipulations 
per year and 
$25 for x-rays 
per person per 


year 
Limit 20 visits per 


year 


  


Outpatient Facility Fee 
(e.g., Ambulatory Surgery 
Center) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Outpatient Surgery 
Physician/Surgical 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Non-Emergency Care 
When Traveling Outside 
the U.S. Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Home Health Care 
Services 


Limit 90 days 
per year 


Limit 60 
visits per 


year 
Limit 120 visits 


per year 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 
medically 
necessary 


days per 90-
day period 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 


hours per day 


Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 hours 


per day 


Limit 50 visits 
per year, up to 
2 hours per day 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Routine Dental Services 
(Adult) Not Specified No No No No No 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, 


radiographs, tests 
and lab tests, 


palliative 
treatment, 2 
prophylaxis 


(limited to 2 per 
person year, 


fluoride,  space 
maintenance, 
radio graphs, 


palliative 
treatment, space 


maintenance, 
amalgam 


restorations, filled 
or unfilled resin 


restorations, inlay 
restorations, 


other restorative 
care, extractions, 


oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 


plus other 
evaluations, radio 


graphs (some 
limited to 4 
films/year), 


prophylaxis (limited 
to 2 per person per 


year), oral and 
maxillofacial 


surgery 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  Routine Eye Exam 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
program 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No No No 


Outpatient 
Vision therapy 


visits by an 
ophthalmologist 
or optometrist 


included 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 


  Routine Foot Care 
Only for 


diabetic care Not Specified 
Only for diabetic 


care 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for 
diabetic care; 
limit 4 visits 


per year 


Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 


per year 


Covered when 
under treatment 


for a metabolic or 
peripheral 


vascular disease, 
such as diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment for 


a metabolic or 
peripheral vascular 
disease, such as 


diabetes 


Covered when 
under treatment 
for a metabolic 
or peripheral 


vascular 
disease, such 
as diabetes 


Only for diabetic 
care 


  Infertility Treatment 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis and 
surgical 


treatment of 
the underlying 
medical cause; 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Coverage for 
only the 


diagnosis 
and surgical 
treatment of 


the 
underlying 


medical 
cause, 


excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Counseling and 
voluntary 


sterilization 
covered.  All 


other services 
subject to $2,400 
combined lifetime 


limit. No No No 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; excludes 
assisted 


reproduction 
technology 


Yes; diagnosis 
and treatment 


of infertility 
covered with 


limits such as: 
$3,000 per 


person per year 


Artificial 
Insemination 
included only 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Acupuncture  Not Specified No Not Specified No No No 
Limit 24 visits per 


year Yes 


Limit 20 
procedures per 
person per year No 


  Cosmetic Surgery No No No No No No No No No No 


2 Emergency Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Emergency Room 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Emergency 
Transportation/Ambulance Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Urgent Care Centers or 
Facilities Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


3 Hospitalization YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Inpatient Hospital Services 
(e.g., Hospital Stay) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  
Inpatient Physician and 
Surgical Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Bariatric Surgery Yes Yes No No No No 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: Requiring 


Morbid Obesity 
Diagnosis for 2+ 


Years, 
participation in 
medical weight 
loss programs 
and nutritional 


counseling for 3+ 
months, 


psychological 
clearance, 


smoking/substan
ce abuse 


clearance, and 
evidence that 


prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 


18 and over 
where BMI >=40, 
or BMI >=35 w/1+ 


Co-Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such as: 


requires Morbid 
Obesity Diagnosis 


for 2+ Years, 
participation in 


medical weight loss 
programs and 


nutritional 
counseling for 3+ 


months, 
psychological 


clearance, 
smoking/substance 
abuse clearance, 
and evidence that 
prior weight loss 
attempts have 


been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 
18 and over where 
BMI >=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Yes; with 
limitations such 


as: requires 
documentation 


of failure to 
lower the BMI 
within the last 
12 months of 


diet and 
exercise of at 


least 6 months’ 
duration, must 


be over age 18, 
and have BMI 
>=40 or BMI 


between 35-40  
with Co-


Morbidities for 6 
months. 
Gastric 


restrictive 
procedures: 
Ages 18 and 


over where BMI 
>=40, or BMI 


>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 


Limit 1 procedure 
per lifetime 


  
Long-Term/Custodial 
Nursing Home Care No No Not Specified No No No No No No 


Yes for Home 
Health Care 


Services 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Skilled Nursing Facility 


Unlimited: In 
network; limit 
100 days per 


benefit period: 
Out of network 


Limit 120 
days per 


member per 
year 


Limit 100 
inpatient days per 


year 
Limit 240 days 


per year 
Limit 180 days 


per year 
Limit 240 days per 


year 


Yes; Provides 
coverage only 


when Medicare 
Part A is primary 
and for days 21 - 


30. No 


Limit 14 days 
following acute 


care, up to 
$700 per day 


Limit 120 
inpatient days per 


year 


  Hospice Services Yes Yes Yes 
Limit $7,500 per 


lifetime 
Limit $7,500 
per lifetime 


Limit $7,500 per 
lifetime 


Yes; with limits 
on inpatient care 


such as: 
maximum of 7 


continuous days 
of coverage with 
each inpatient 


stay being 
separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 


Yes; with limits on 
inpatient care such 
as: maximum of 7 
continuous days of 
coverage with each 
inpatient stay being 


separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 


hospice care 
Limit $15,000 


per lifetime Yes 


4 
Maternity & Newborn 
Care YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Prenatal and Postnatal 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  


Delivery and All Inpatient 
Services for Maternity 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 


limits of up to 48 
hours after a 


regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a cesarean 
delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with inpatient 
stay limits of up to 
48 hours after a 
regular delivery 


and 96 hours after 
a cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary 


Yes; with 
inpatient stay 
limits of up to 


48 hours after a 
regular delivery 
and 96 hours 


after a 
cesarean 


delivery, with 
extended stay 


allowed if 
medically 
necessary Yes 


5 


Mental Health & 
Substance Use Disorder 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Inpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days 


per year 


Limit 30 days per 
year for general 


and serious 
mental illness. 
Maximum 90 


days per lifetime 
for general 


mental illness.  


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day 
unless covered 


by per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit 
per covered 
day unless 
covered by 
per diem 


Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 


covered day unless 
covered by per 


diem 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of days 


or visits 
Limit 30 days per 


year 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; 
additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who 


have a 
diagnosis of 


autism 
spectrum 


disorder (limit 
of $36,000 per 


year). 


Limit 60 
visits per 
year for 
serious 
mental 


illness.  Limit 
20 visits per 


year for 
general 
mental 
illness. 


Limit 20 visits per 
year for general 
mental illness.  


Limit 60 visits per 
year for serious 
mental illness.  
Additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 


Dependents to 
age 21 who have 


a diagnosis of 
autism spectrum 


disorder 
(diagnostic 


assessment limit 
1 per year). 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning 


disabilities and 
mental 


retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; excludes 
testing and 


treatment for 
learning disabilities 


and mental 
retardation and 


applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 20 visits per 
year; each 


inpatient visit can 
be exchanged for 


2 additional 
outpatient visits.  
Limit 60 visits for 
serious mental 


health  


  
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Inpatient Services Yes 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 30 
days per 


year; limit 90 
days per 
lifetime 
Detox: 


unlimited 
days per 
year at 


participating 
centers/limit 
7 days per 
admission 
and non-


participating 
centers; limit 
4 admissions 
per lifetime 


(participating 
and non-


participating 
combined) 


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


Limit 30 days per 
year; limit 90 


days per lifetime. 
Each inpatient 


visit can be 
exchanged for 2 


additional 
outpatient visits.   


Detox: limit 7 
days per 


admission; limit 4 
admissions per 


lifetime 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


 
 


 
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Outpatient Services 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


visits 


Rehabilitatio
n: limit 60 
visits per 
year; limit 


120 visits per 
lifetime. 30 


full or partial 
session visits 


of the 60 
visits may be 
exchanged 
on a 2 for 1 
basis for up 


to 
15 non-
hospital 


residential 
substance 


abuse 
treatment 


days. 
Detox: 


unlimited 


Limit 30 non-
hospital days per 
year and 90 non-
hospital days per 
lifetime.  Limit 60 
visits per year for 
outpatient care 
and transitional 


partial 
hospitalization.  


Up to 30 inpatient 
days can be 


exchanged on a 
2 for 1 basis to 
secure up to 15 


additional 
outpatient days. 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit 
on number of 


visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 


Limit 60 visits per 
calendar year; 


limit 120 visits per 
lifetime 


6 Prescription Drugs YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  Generic Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Preferred Brand Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Non-Preferred Brand 
Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Specialty Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


7 


Rehabilitative & 
Habilitative Services & 
Devices NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 







  Page 27 
 


Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  
Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Services 


Yes; physical 
medicine limit 
20 visits per 


year.  Limit 20 
ST visits and 
20 OT visits 


per year. 


Yes; limit 30 
visits per 


year 
combined for 
PT/OT; limit 
30 visits per 
year for ST 


Yes; limit 45 
inpatient days per 
year (combined 


limit for 
PT/ST/OT); limit 


30 outpatient 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/ST/OT) 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; subject 
to combined 
OP visit limit 


of 60 visits per 
year 


Yes; no limit on 
number of 


PT/OT/ST visits 


Yes; limit 75 visits 
per year 


(individual or 
combined limit for 
PT/ST/OT), plus 


cognitive 
rehabilitation 


therapy 


Yes; limit 50 visits 
per year (individual 
or combined limit 


for PT/ST/OT), plus 
cognitive 


rehabilitation 
therapy 


Yes; limit 60 
visits per year 
combined for 


PT/OT; limit 30 
visits per year 


for ST (a visit is 
defined as 2 


hours or less of 
care) 


Yes; with limits 
such as: cardiac 


rehabilitation 
therapy limited to 
36 visits per year, 
orthoptic/pleoptic 
therapy limited to 


8 session per 
lifetime, 


pulmonary 
rehabilitation 


therapy limited to 
36 sessions per 


year; limit 30 
visits per year 


(combined limit 
for PT/OT); limit 
20 visits per year 


for ST 


  Habilitation Services** No No No No No No No No No No 


  
Durable Medical 
Equipment Yes 


Limit $2,500 
per year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  Hearing Aids No No No No No No 


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 
children up to 
age 22; limit 


$1,250 per 36 
months for adults 


ages 22+  


Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 


children up to age 
22; limit $1,250 per 


36 months for 
adults ages 22+ 


Limit $500 per 
ear payable 


every five years No 


8 Laboratory Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  
Diagnostic Test (X-Ray 
and Laboratory Tests) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 


  
Imaging (CT/PET Scans, 
MRIs) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


9 


Preventive & Wellness 
Services & Chronic 
Disease Management YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 


  


Preventive 
Care/Screening/ 
Immunization 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; 
specified list 
of services 


and 
frequencies 


including 
routine adult 


physical 
exams 


limited to 1 
every 12 
months 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and 
frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


Yes; specified 
list of services 


and frequencies 


Yes; specified list 
of services and 


frequencies 


  Weight Loss Program No No 
Limit $150 per 


year 
No; Online health 


coaching only 


No; Online 
health 


coaching only 
No; Online health 


coaching only No No No 


Yes; nutrition 
counseling 
included 


10 


Pediatric Services, 
Including Oral & Vision 
Care NO NO NO NO NO NO YES YES YES NO 


  
Dental Check-Up for 
Children 


Not specifically 
included/ 
excluded 


beyond regular 
limits No No No No No Yes Yes 


Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 


year, 2 
cleanings per 


year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 


maximum for 
simple 


extraction)  No 


  
Routine Eye Exam for 
Children 


No, only 
covered under 


Blue365 
discount 
programs 


Routine 
vision 


screening 
included; 


limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Vision screenings 
covered and 


exams covered if 
related to a 


medical condition 


Yes; limit 1 
exam per 


person per year 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 
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Benefits 


Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 


Commercial 
HMO 


1 - Highmark 
PPO 


2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 


3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 


4 - Highmark 
Health 


Insurance 
Company PPO1 


5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 


Central HMO1 


6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 


CDHP1 


7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 


PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 


Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 


Option PPO3 


10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 


HMO 


  Eye Glasses for Children 


Not specifically 
included/exclud


ed beyond 
regular limits 


Not 
specifically 


included/excl
uded beyond 
regular limits No No No No 


Limited one pair 
of eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per 


incident with 
limits such as 


those prescribed 
to correct an 
impairment 


directly caused 
by a single 
instance of 


accidental ocular 
injury or 


intraocular 
surgery 


Limited one pair of 
eyeglasses, 
replacement 


lenses, or contact 
lenses per incident 
with limits such as 
those prescribed to 


correct an 
impairment directly 
caused by a single 


instance of 
accidental ocular 


injury or intraocular 
surgery 


First pair of 
contact lenses 


or standard 
ocular implant 


lenses if 
required to 
correct an 
impairment 


existing after 
intraocular 
surgery or 


accidental injury Yes 


  Other                     


  
Most Recent 
Membership Snapshot 39,500*** Not Available 19,404             25,506 


  Date of Snapshot 3/31/2012 3/31/2012 3/31/2012             3/31/2012 


Department of Human Health and Services provided no mapping of the 10 ACA benefit categories to the 46 HHS defined categories; an exact mapping is not possible due to lack of definitions for categories 
and overlap in categories; mapping is therefore approximate      
            
      
*Some plans classify the brand prescription drug benefit by multi-source and single-source brand rather than preferred and non-preferred brand. While these two classifications are not equivalent in all cases, in 
general terms they indicate similar levels of coverage.      
**Habilitation benefits are not specified, and as such will need to be supplemented.   
***Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central basis.     
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4. Data, Methodology & 
Assumptions 


 
This section of the report provides background on the data, methodology and assumptions used in the 
analysis. 
 
 
A. Data 
Data was provided primarily through the Department and consisted of the following items. 
 
1. Benefit and Enrollment Information on the ten Benchmark Options 


 
The table below shows information received on the ten benchmark options.  The first three rows represent 
the largest three small group plans within each of the three largest small group products.  The three largest 
small group products were identified in the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight’s 
(“CCIIO”) “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest Three Small Group Products by State” memo issued 
July 3, 2012 (see Appendix A) and confirmed by the Department.   
 
Although the Department confirmed the three largest small group products, upon reviewing data reported to 
the Department by the insurers, the Department is not sure that the CCIIO ranking was accurate.  The 
enrollment reported by CCIIO for the Highmark Health Insurance Company represented only the 
membership in that product for Highmark’s Western region and did not acknowledge the membership in that 
product in Highmark’s Central region. If total membership were examined for the Highmark product, it would 
be the largest product in the small group market. At this time, it is unclear whether CCIIO will revise its 
product enrollment numbers to reflect this distinction or whether it will maintain its original determination for 
what would serve as the default in Pennsylvania.  
 
Note that most commonly purchased riders for plans with the largest enrollment were also reviewed (e.g., 
HealthAssurance’s pharmacy rider).  However, separate plans covering dental or vision benefits and benefit 
coverage under health reimbursement accounts were not reviewed for this study, since those plans were not 
indicated as part of the EHB determination process in the federal guidance. 
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Insurer Name Plan Name 
Rider(s) 


Provided? 
Plan 


Enrollment9 
Product 


Type 


Plan Document 
Analyzed and 
Effective Year 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
m


al
l G


ro
up


 P
la


ns
 Highmark Health 


Insurance 
Company 


Premium PPO Blue 
$10 


Yes 39,50010 PPO 


Certificate of 
Coverage 


(COC); 
6/1/2012 


Aetna Health 
Inc. (a PA 
corporation) 


Aetna Health 
Maintenance 
Organization 


Yes 
Not 


Available11 
POS 


COC; 
Effective year 
not specified  


HealthAssurance 
PA, Inc. 


Plan 91234 - $2,500 
Deductible, 100% 
Coinsurance 


Yes 19,404 PPO 


COC; 


Effective year 
not specified 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t S
ta


te
 


E
m


pl
oy


ee
 In


su
re


rs
 


Highmark Health 
Insurance 
Company 


Highmark PPO N/A   


Summary Plan 
Design (SPD); 
SPD Released 


7/1/2012 


Capital 
BlueCross 


Keystone Health 
Plan Central HMO 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


United 
Healthcare 


United Healthcare 
Consumer Directed 
Health Plan 


N/A   
SPD; 


SPD Released 
7/1/2012 


Th
re


e 
La


rg
es


t F
ed


er
al


 E
m


pl
oy


ee
 


H
ea


lth
 B


en
ef


it 
In


su
re


rs
 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Standard Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Basic Option N/A  PPO 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 
Government 
Employees 
Health 
Association 
(GEHA) 


Standard Option N/A  PPO 
SPD; 


SPD Released 
1/1/2012 


MetLife FEDVIP Dental N/A  
Stand-
Alone 
Dental 


SPD; 
SPD Released 


1/1/2012 


La
rg


es
t 


C
om


m
er


ci
al


  
(n


on
-


M
ed


ic
ai


d)
 


H
M


O
 


Keystone Health 
Plan East 


Blue Solutions 
(Small Group) HMO 
5/5.1 


Yes 25,506 PPO 
COC; 


Effective Date 
1/1/2012 


                                                      
9 See Appendix A – CCIIO 12/16/11 Memo page 9 
10 Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central 
basis 
11 Aetna’s HMO plan (POS) is one of the Commonwealth’s largest three small group products, however enrollment at the plan level 
could not be provided 
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2. Commonwealth-specific Mandated Benefits 


 
The Department provided a list of 26 state-mandated benefits for accidental and health insurance policies 
which are summarized in Appendix B.  
 
3. Commonwealth Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 


 
The Department provided benefit descriptions of the current Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits used in 
the Section 2 analysis.  
 
 
In performing our analysis, we relied on data and other information provided to us by the insurers (through 
the Department) and available publicly. We have not audited or verified this data. If the underlying 
information is inaccurate or incomplete, the results of our analysis may likewise be inaccurate or incomplete.   
 
 


B. Methodology 
In order to summarize the information and analyze EHB options, we: 
 


1. determined the level of detail to be included in the comparison,  
2. determined which options needed to be supplemented in order to be cover missing benefit 


categories, and  
3. reviewed the mandated benefits to determine applicability to EHB and determined which mandates 


were included in each of the options.  
 
Each of these steps is described in more detail below: 
 
1. Level of Detail 
 
The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options as shown in the Section 3 table are reflective of 
the 46 benefit categories provided in the HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  According to the Appendix 
G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package referenced in that final rule, HHS will be 
collecting information from the insurers summarized into 46 (45 plus “other”) benefit elements. For purposes 
of this analysis, these benefit categories were grouped into the one of the ten ACA statutory benefit 
categories. Note that there is no federal guidance on how the 45 services should map into the ten ACA 
required benefit categories, if at all.  Further, there is no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 
benefit categories to be required to demonstrate compliance with the ten categories, but since it is the data 
being collected for the web portal, and the final rule recognizes that the data will be helpful in defining the 
EHB, it is unlikely that HHS will expand beyond these 46 categories. 


 
We determined whether or not a benefit was covered or limited by reviewing the plan documents provided. 
Note that the benefits included in the table in Section 3 do not constitute a complete list of every benefit 
included in every benchmark plan; it does include all benefits specified by the federal rule on EHB data 







  Page 33 
 


collection. Also note that the benefit table in Section 3 does not reflect a complete list of benefits, benefit 
limits, or other overall service limits that may be included in one of the ten benchmark options. 
 
2. Supplements 
 
The ACA requires that the EHB cover each of the ten benefit categories and in the instance where a 
category is missing from a benchmark plan, the benchmark must be supplemented to cover the category.  
Federal guidance to date is ambiguous as to how states may determine whether a plan covers the ten 
required ACA benefit categories.  The approach followed for this analysis is to determine whether some 
coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to 
require supplementation in any case in which a benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified 
service area (e.g. hospitalization, pediatric oral services). 


If benefits do need to be supplemented, they may be substituted with the relevant benefit category coverage 
from one of the other benchmark options.12 For example, because the following specific benefit categories 
are not now included in health plan coverage, the HHS guidance has additional instructions for 
supplementing them: 


                                                      
12 However, in a state with a default benchmark plan (i.e., the state did not select the EHB), the benchmark plan would be supplemented   
using the largest plan in the benchmark type.  Refer to EHB Bulletin for additional information. 
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Benefit Categories Supplemental Option per HHS Estimated Costs 


Habilitation Services 


May be supplemented with either of two 
options: 


• Offer habilitative services at parity 
with rehabilitative services or 


• Insurers could decide which 
habilitative services would be 
covered.  


Habilitative Services were estimated 
to be $2.48 PMPM assuming parity 
with the rehabilitative services and 
reflecting assumptions for differences 
in utilization and mix of services. 


 


Pediatric Oral 
Services 


May be supplemented by either of the 
two options: 


• The FEDVIP dental plan with the 
largest national enrollment, or 


• The Commonwealth’s CHIP 
program. 


Pediatric Oral Services were 
estimated from two plan designs: 


• $13.65 PMPM was estimated for 
the FEDVIP plan (for the High 
Option since it had the largest 
enrollment). 


• $11.79 PMPM was estimated for 
the individual and small group 
market based on the CHIP plan 
design. 


Note, for purposes of this study, we 
used the larger of these amounts 
($13.65 PMPM) in the analysis. 


Pediatric Vision 
Services 


May be supplemented by FEDVIP vision 
plan with the largest enrollment 


Pediatric Vision Services were 
estimated to be $0.45 PMPM for the 
FEDVIP plan (for the High Option 
since it had the largest enrollment). 


 
3. State-specific Benefit Mandates 


 
The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Twelve of the 26 mandated 
benefits were applicable to EHB because they did impact covered medical services. Other mandates did not 
impact the coverage of specific benefits or providers.  For example, some mandates addressed provider 
reimbursement or continuation of coverage under certain circumstances.   


 
For the applicable mandates, we produced cost estimates for those benefits whose cost was determined to 
be greater than $0.10 PMPM, which was the threshold established for this study.  Only the mammography 
screenings and medical foods mandates exceed this threshold. 
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C. Assumptions 
EHB regulatory clarifications and rules continue to evolve and are not yet complete. For example, HHS 
issued the EHB Data Collection Final Rules during the preparation of this report.  Also, HHS recently verbally 
instructed states to provide more detailed information on the drug coverage included in the EHB. We have 
reflected the federal guidance currently available, as shown in Appendix A; given the absence of either 
proposed or final rules on EHB, we collaborated with the Department to make decisions on what to include in 
the analysis. 
 
Also, we reviewed plan documents provide by the Department and did not confirm that they reflected the 
plans with the largest enrollment.  The plan documents were reviewed to complete the benefits and 
limitations as noted in the table in Section 3; however, the Commonwealth should reference the plan 
documents for exact details on limitations.   
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Appendix A – Federal Guidance  
 


Federal guidance has been provided in the following documents: 


• The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (“ACA”): Sec. 1302. Essential Health Benefits 
Requirements; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf 


• ASPE Research Brief: “Essential Health Benefits: Comparing Benefits in Small Group Products and 
State and Federal Employee Plans”; December 2011; 
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; July 3, 2012; http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-
smgroup-products-7-2-2012.pdf.PDF  


• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; January 25, 2012; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125
.pdf   


• CCIIO Bulletin: “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; December 16, 2011; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf  


• Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Memo in response to CCIIO Bulletin: 
“Frequently Asked Questions on Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


• HHS Proposed Rules Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of 
Entities for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; June 7, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 
108; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf 


• HHS Final Rule Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of Entities 
for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; July 20, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 140; 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf 


• Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (45 CFR Part 159): Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995; Appendix G and H-3; https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing-Items/CMS1247405.html 


  



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf

http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf

http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
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Appendix B – State-Mandated Benefits Summary  


The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Fourteen of the 26 mandated benefits were not applicable to EHB because they do not 
mandate coverage of a specific medical service (i.e., they did not impact eligible expenses).  Large Group Insurance mandates currently do not affect the EHB study for 
2014 & 2015 when small group is defined as 50 or fewer employees; but should be revisited in 2016 when the definition of a small group is increased to 100 or fewer 
employees. 


Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


1 
Alcohol/ 
Substance 
Abuse 


Act 106 of 1989, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §§908-1 – 
908-8 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI-
A);  
 
31 Pa Code 
§§89.601 - 89.623 


Inpatient Benefits 
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and Dietary Services 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addiction, counselor and trained staff services 
[3] Diagnostic x-ray 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory testing 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies 
Treatment under this section may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any covered individual of four 
admissions for detoxification and reimbursement per admissions may be limited to seven (7) days 
of treatment or an equivalent amount.  
Inpatient detoxification services which are included as a covered benefit under Article VI-A of the 
act (40 P. S. § §  908-1—908-8) shall be provided in a facility which meets Department of Health 
minimum drug and alcohol standards for client-to-staff ratios and staff qualifications and which is 
one of the following: 
   (1)  A hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 157  
   (2)  A psychiatric hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 Subchapter K (relating to 
standards for inpatient hospital drug and alcohol activities offered in a freestanding psychiatric 
hospital)  
   (3)  A freestanding treatment facility licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 (relating to 
standards for licensure of freestanding treatment facilities) and which has a written affiliation 
agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and psychiatric or psychological support 
services. 
   (4)  A health care facility issued a certificate of compliance under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 711 
(relating to standards for certification of treatment activities which are a part of a health care 
facility) and which has a written affiliation agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and 
psychiatric or psychological support services. 
 


Outpatient Benefits 
Outpatient Alcohol or Other Drug Services. Minimal additional treatment as a covered benefit 
under this article shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[2] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[3] Family counseling and intervention. 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
Treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a minimum of thirty 
outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial visits per year. Treatment may be subject to a 
lifetime limit, for any covered individual, of 120 outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial 
visits. In addition, treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a 
minimum of 30 separate sessions of outpatient or partial hospitalization services per year, which 
may be exchanged on a two-to-one basis to secure up to 15 additional non-hospital, residential 
alcohol treatment days. 


 
Other Benefits 


 ü  ü  ü  Yes  
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


Non-hospital Residential Alcohol or Other Drug Services: Minimal additional treatment as a 
covered benefit shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and dietary services. 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[3] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[4] Family counseling and intervention. 
[5] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[6] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
The treatment under this section shall be covered, as required by this act, for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days per year for residential care. Treatment may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any 
covered individual, of ninety (90) days. The minimum of 30 days per year may not be exchanged 
for outpatient alcohol treatment services. 


2 Conversion 


§2 of P.L. 807 of 
Dec. 9, 1955, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §756.2 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Most group accident and sickness policies providing hospital, surgical or major medical expense 
coverage contain a conversion privilege, whereby an employee or member whose insurance under 
the group policy has been terminated for any reason and who has been continuously insured under 
the group policy for at least three months immediately prior to termination, shall be entitled to have 
issued to him by the insurer a policy of health insurance. The converted policy may not contain 
provisions less favorable to the insured than the group policy. 


 ü  ü   No 


3 


Serious Mental 
Illness (for 
groups of 50 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 150 of 1998, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §764g (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


General Benefits 
Health insurance policies shall provide coverage for serious mental illnesses as defined by the 
American Psychiatric Association, including: 
Schizophrenia; bipolar disorder; obsessive-compulsive disorder;  major depressive disorder; panic 
disorder;  anorexia nervosa; bulimia nervosa;  schizo-affective disorder; and delusional disorder. 


Inpatient Benefits 
The plan requires coverage for “serious mental illnesses” that meet at least these minimum 
standards: 
1. 30 inpatient days per year 
2. 60 outpatient visits per year 
3. The ability to convert inpatient days to outpatient visits at the rate of one inpatient day for two 
outpatient visits. The plan does not require (or prohibit) conversion of outpatient days to inpatient 
days. 


 


 


ü   No 


4 


Autism Services 
(for groups of 
51 or more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764h (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI Section 
(b)) 


(a)  A health insurance policy or government program covered under this section shall provide to 
covered individuals or recipients under twenty-one (21) years of age coverage for the diagnostic 
assessment of autism spectrum disorders and for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders. 
(b)  Coverage provided under this section by an insurer shall be subject to a maximum benefit of 
thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000) per year but shall not be subject to any limits on the number of 
visits to an autism service provider for treatment of autism spectrum disorders. After December 30, 
2011, the Insurance Commissioner shall, on or before April 1 of each calendar year, publish in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin an adjustment to the maximum benefit equal to the change in the United 
States Department of Labor Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) in the 
preceding year, and the published adjusted maximum benefit shall be applicable to the following 
calendar years to health insurance policies issued or renewed in those calendar years. Payments 
made by an insurer on behalf of a covered individual for treatment of a health condition unrelated to 
or distinguishable from the individual's autism spectrum disorder shall not be applied toward any 
maximum benefit established under this subsection. 


 


 


ü   No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


5 


Colorectal 
Screening (for 
groups of 51 or 
more 
employees) 


Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764i (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are fifty (50) years of age or older shall 
include, but not be limited to: 
(i) An annual fecal occult blood test. 
(ii) A sigmoidoscopy, a screening barium enema or a test consistent with approved medical 
standards and practices to detect colon cancer, at least once every five (5) years. 
(iii) A colonoscopy at least once every ten (10) years. 
(2) Coverage for symptomatic covered individuals shall include a colonoscopy, sigmoidoscopy or 
any combination of colorectal cancer screening tests at a frequency determined by a treating 
physician. 
(3) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are at high or increased risk for 
colorectal cancer who are under fifty (50) years of age shall include a colonoscopy or any 
combination of colorectal cancer screening tests in accordance with the American Cancer Society 
guidelines on screening for colorectal cancer published as of January 1, 2008. 
 
Applicable definitions:  
(2) “Colonoscopy” means an examination of the rectum and the entire colon using a lighted 
instrument called a colonoscope. 
(3) “Colorectal cancer screening” means any of the following procedures that are furnished to an 
individual for the purpose of early detection of colorectal cancer: 
(i) Screening fecal-occult blood or fecal immunochemical test. 
(ii) Screening flexible sigmoidoscopy. 
(iii) Screening colonoscopy. 
(iv) Screening barium enema. 
(v) Screening test consistent with approved medical standards and practices to detect colon cancer. 


 


 


ü  ü  No 


6 
Mini-COBRA 
(for groups of 2-
19 employees) 


Act 2 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764j (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


(1) Continuation shall only be available to a covered employee or eligible dependent who has been 
continuously insured under a group policy, or for similar benefits under any group policy which it 
replaced, during the entire three-month period ending with such termination. If employment is 
reinstated during the continuation period, then coverage under the group policy must be reinstated 
for the covered employee and any eligible dependents who were covered under continuation. 
(2) Continuation shall not be available for any person covered under the group policy who: 
(i) Is covered or is eligible for coverage under Medicare; 
(ii) Fails to verify that he is ineligible for employer-based group health insurance as an eligible 
dependent; or 
(iii) Is or could be covered by any other insured or uninsured arrangement which provides hospital, 
surgical or major medical coverage for individuals in a group and under which the person was not 
covered immediately prior to such termination, excluding the Medical Assistance Program 
established under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31, No. 21), [FN1] known as the “Public Welfare 
Code,” the children's health care program established under Article XXIII [FN2] or the Adult Basic 
Coverage Insurance Program established under chapter 13 of the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L. 755, 
No. 77), [FN3] known as the “Tobacco Settlement Act,” and any successors thereto. 
(3) Continuation must include any benefits provided under the group policy. 
(4)(i) The group policy shall provide notice to the policyholder of the rights provided under this 
section. Unless already provided in the group policy, an insurer who has issued a group policy in 
effect as of the effective date of this section shall provide such notice to the policyholder within forty-
five days of the effective date. 
(5)(i) The covered employee or eligible dependent requesting the continuation of coverage must pay 
to the administrator or its designee, on a monthly basis, the amount of contribution required to be 
paid by the covered employee or eligible dependent to continue the coverage. 


 ü    No 


7 Adult Children 


Act 4 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752.1 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Expands health insurance coverage for children of insured parents. It allows adults up through and 
including the age of 29, at the insured employee's expense, under certain conditions, to remain 
covered by their parents’ health insurance. Those eligible children are: 
  • unmarried 
  • have no dependents 
  • are residents of the commonwealth or enrolled as a fulltime student at an institution of higher 
education and 
  • are not provided private insurance coverage or enrolled in, or eligible for, government benefits. 
The coverage occurs at the discretion of the employer and does not preclude an increase in 
premiums related to covering children for these additional years. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 


Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 


8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer 
Hormone 
Treatment 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764b (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Inpatient and Outpatient Benefits 
Whenever any individual or group health, sickness or accident insurance policy...providing hospital 
or medical/surgical coverage includes within their coverage benefits for cancer chemotherapy and 
cancer hormone treatments and services which have been approved by the United States Food 
and Drug Administration for general use in treatment of cancer, the covered individual shall be 
entitled to benefits for cancer chemotherapy and cancer hormone treatments, whether performed 
in a physician's office, in an outpatient department of a hospital, in a hospital as a hospital 
inpatient or in any other medically appropriate treatment setting. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


9 Childhood 
Immunizations 


Act 35 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
 
40 P.S. §§3501 – 
3508 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 15); 
 
 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.801 -89.809 


...any health insurance policy...by any health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance 
benefits applicable under the policy include coverage for child immunizations. A health insurance 
policy shall provide for coverage for medically necessary booster doses of all immunizing agents 
used in child immunizations. 
 
Benefits for child immunization services shall be exempt from deductible or dollar limit provisions in a 
health insurance policy. This exemption must be explicitly provided for in the policy.  Copays and 
coinsurances may still apply; 
 
A health insurance policy which is not exempt from this subchapter under §  89.809 (relating to 
exempt policies) and which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth on or after November 22, 1992, shall include coverage for child immunizations. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


10 
Diabetic 
Supplies & 
Education 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764e (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


[Policies] shall provide coverage of the equipment, supplies and outpatient self-management training 
and education, including medical nutrition therapy for the treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes, 
insulin-using diabetes, gestational diabetes and noninsulin-using diabetes if prescribed by a health 
care professional legally authorized to prescribe such items under law. The benefits specified in this 
section may be provided through a combination of policies, contracts, certificates or riders, including 
major medical contracts. 
 
Outpatient Benefits 
Equipment and supplies shall include the following: blood glucose monitors, monitor supplies, 
insulin, injection aids, syringes, insulin infusion devices, pharmacological agents for controlling blood 
sugar and orthotics. 
Diabetes outpatient self-management training and education shall be provided under the supervision 
of a licensed health care professional with expertise in diabetes to ensure that persons with diabetes 
are educated as to the proper self-management and treatment of their diabetes, including 
information on proper diets. Coverage for self-management education and education relating to diet 
and prescribed by a licensed physician shall include: 
(1) visits medically necessary upon the diagnosis of diabetes; 
(2) visits under circumstances whereby a physician identifies or diagnoses a significant change in 
the patient's symptoms or conditions that necessitates changes in a patient's self-management; and 
(3) where a new medication or therapeutic process relating to the person's treatment and/or 
management of diabetes has been identified as medically necessary by a licensed physician. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


11 Emergency 
Reimbursement 


Act 112 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3041 – 
3042 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10C) 


An insurer shall reimburse an insured or provider for medically necessary services that are provided 
in a hospital emergency facility due to a medical emergency. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / 
Pap Smear 


Act 20 of 1994, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1571 – 
1577 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in 
this Commonwealth by a health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance benefits 
applicable under the policy include coverage for periodic health maintenance to include: 
(1) Annual gynecological examination, including a pelvic examination and clinical breast 
examination. 
(2) Routine pap smears in accordance with the recommendations of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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13 Hearing Aid 
Coverage 


Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764f (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Applies to Medicare and Medicaid program coverage: Any insurer that underwrites Medicare or 
Medicaid insurance for insureds residing in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage in such 
insurance for a hearing aid sold in accordance with section 403 of the act of November 24, 1976 
(P.L. 1182, No. 262), [FN1] known as the “Hearing Aid Sales Registration Law.” ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


14 
Inclusion of 
Child Medical 
Support 


Act 114 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
23 Pa. C.S.A. §4326 
(Title 23 Pa. C.S.A., 
Part V, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter B) 


In every proceeding to establish or modify an order which requires the payment of child support, the 
court shall ascertain the ability of each parent to provide health care coverage for the children of the 
parties, and the order shall provide health care coverage for each child as appropriate.  If the court 
finds that health care coverage is not available to either parent at a reasonable cost on an 
employment-related or other group basis, the court shall order either parent or both parents to obtain 
for the parties' children health insurance coverage which is available at reasonable cost. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


15 Mammography 
Screenings 


Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764c (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Policies shall provide coverage for mammographic examinations. The minimum coverage required 
shall include all costs associated with a mammogram every year for women 40 years of age or older 
and with any mammogram based on a physician's recommendation for women under 40 years of 
age. Prior to payment for a screening mammogram, insurers shall verify that the screening 
mammography service provider is properly licensed by the department in accordance with the act of 
July 9, 1992 (P.L. 449, No. 93), known as the “Mammography Quality Assurance Act.” [FN3] Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to cover the surgical procedure known as 
mastectomy or to prevent application of deductible or copayment provisions contained in the policy 
or plan. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 


Act 51 of 1997, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764d (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 


Every health care policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth by a health care insurer which provides coverage for the surgical procedure known 
as mastectomy shall also include coverage for: 
(i) prosthetic devices; 
(ii) physical complications including lymphedemas; and 
(iii) reconstructive surgery incident to any mastectomy in a manner determined in consultation with 
the attending physician and the patient. Written notice of the availability of such coverage shall be 
delivered to the participant upon enrollment and annually thereafter. 
 
Inpatient Benefits 
Policies described in this subsection shall provide coverage for inpatient care following a 
mastectomy for the length of stay that the treating physician determines is necessary to meet 
generally accepted criteria for safe discharge.  
 
Outpatient Benefits 
No health insurance policy delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after 
the effective date of this section shall require outpatient care following a mastectomy performed in a 
health care facility. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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17 Maternity 


Act 85 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1581-
1584 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


(a) General rule.--Every health insurance policy that provides maternity benefits and is delivered, 
issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after the effective date of this act shall 
provide coverage for a minimum of 48 hours of inpatient care following normal vaginal delivery and 
96 hours of inpatient care following Caesarean delivery. 
 
(b) Other lengths of stay.--In addition to the coverage in subsection (a), a health insurance policy 
may also provide for a shorter length of stay, but only if the treating or attending physician 
determines that the mother and newborn meet medical criteria for safe discharge contained within 
guidelines developed by or in cooperation with treating physicians which recognize treatment 
standards, including those of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, that determine appropriate length of stay based upon, but not 
limited to, the following: the evaluation of the antepartum, intrapartum and postpartum course of the 
mother and infant; the gestational stage, birth weight and clinical condition of the infant; the 
demonstrated ability of the mother to care for the infant post-discharge; and the availability of the 
post-discharge follow-up care to verify the condition of the infant and mother within 48 hours after 
discharge. 
 
(c) Home health care visits.--The health insurance policy shall provide coverage for at least one 
home health care visit within 48 hours after discharge when discharge occurs prior to the times set 
forth in subsection (a). Such visits shall be made by a licensed health care provider whose scope of 
practice includes post-partum care. Home health care visits shall include parent education, 
assistance and training in breast and bottle feeding, infant screening and clinical tests and the 
performance of any necessary maternal and neonatal physical assessments. At the mother's sole 
discretion, any visits may occur at the facility of the provider. The health insurance policy shall not 
include any copayment, coinsurance or deductible amount for any post-partum home health care 
visits. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


18 Medical Foods 


Act 191 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3901-
3909 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 19) 


Applies to certain group or individual plans that cover prescription drugs: Any health insurance 
policy...shall provide that the health insurance benefits applicable under the policy include coverage 
for the cost of nutritional supplements (formulas) as medically necessary for the therapeutic 
treatment of phenylketonuria, branched-chain ketonuria, galactosemia and homocystinuria as 
administered under the direction of a physician. 
 
These will be exempt from deductible provisions. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


19 Newborn 
Children 


Act 81 of 1975, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§771 – 774 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.201 - 89.209 


The coverage for newborn children shall consist of coverage of injury or sickness including the 
necessary care and treatment of medically diagnosed congenital defects, birth abnormalities, 
prematurity and routine nursery care, but need not include routine well-baby care, immunizations 
and medical examinations or tests not necessary for the treatment of a covered injury, illness, defect, 
deformity or disease except to the extent that such coverages are provided the insured or for 
dependent children under the same class of coverage for the first 31 days after the date of birth. 
 
Definitions:  
Routine nursery care—Hospital or other qualified health care institution, room, board or 
miscellaneous institutional care or care rendered by a licensed medical practitioner, performing 
within the scope of his license, associated with hospital confinement.  
Routine well-baby care—Expense for which coverage is available under a form to a covered person 
for preventive health care, rendered either on an inpatient or outpatient basis, not associated with 
treatment of an ill or injured person, such as, but not limited to, immunizations, medical examinations 
or tests not necessary for the treatment of covered injuries, illnesses, birth defects, deformities or 
diseases, and hospital room, board or miscellaneous institutional expenses. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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20 


Physically 
Handicapped 
Or Mentally 
Retarded 
Dependent 


§1 of P.L. (1967) 969 
(Jan. 18, 1968), as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752(A)(9) 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.82(b) 


A policy under which coverage of a dependent of a policyholder terminates at a specified age shall, 
with respect to an unmarried child covered by the policy prior to the attainment of the age of nineteen 
who is incapable of self-sustaining employment by reason of mental retardation or physical handicap 
and who became so incapable prior to attainment of age nineteen and who is chiefly dependent 
upon such policyholder for support and maintenance, not so terminate while the policy remains in 
force and the dependent remains in such condition, if the policyholder has within thirty-one days of 
such dependent's attainment of the limiting age submitted proof of such dependent's incapacity as 
described herein. The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall not require an insurer to insure a 
dependent who is a mentally retarded or physically handicapped child where the policy is 
underwritten on evidence of insurability based on health factors set forth in the application or where 
such dependent does not satisfy the conditions of the policy as to any requirement for evidence of 
insurability or other provisions of the policy, satisfaction of which is required for coverage thereunder 
to take effect. In any such case the terms of the policy shall apply with regard to the coverage or 
exclusion from coverage of such dependent. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


21 


Dental Care for 
Special Needs 
and Young 
Children 


Act 94 of July 5, 
2012 (eff. 1/1/13) 


Every Health Insurance Policy shall provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated medical 
costs provided to an eligible dental patient.  This act shall not be construed to require coverage for 
dental care for which general anesthesia is provided. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
general anesthesia for dental care rendered for temporal mandibular joint disorders. "Eligible dental 
patient" is defined as a patient who is seven years of age or younger or developmentally disabled for 
whom a successful result cannot be expected for treatment under local anesthesia and for whom a 
superior result can be expected for treatment under general anesthesia. 
 
Dental Care is defined as the diagnosis, treatment, planning and implementation of services directed 
at the prevention and treatment of diseases, conditions and dysfunctions relating to the oral cavity 
and its associated structures and their impact upon the human body or the implementation of 
professional dental care provided to dental patients by a legally qualified dentist or physician 
operating within the scope of the dentist's or physician's training and licensure. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 


22 


Licensed 
Certified Nurse 
Midwife 
Services 


Act 168 of 1981, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3001 – 
3003 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.451 (Statement 
of Policy) 


Whenever an insurance policy, contract or certificate or health services reimbursement program 
provides for reimbursement for any health care service which is within those areas of practice for 
which a midwife may be licensed pursuant to the act of April 4, 1929 (P.L.160, No.155) or pursuant 
to statute in the state where the service is delivered, the insured or any other person covered by the 
policy, contract or certificate, or health services reimbursement program shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly licensed physician or an 
osteopath or a duly licensed certified nurse midwife practicing within those areas for which the 
certified nurse midwife is licensed in the state where the licensed certified nurse midwife is 
practicing. Whenever such service is performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife and 
reimbursed by a professional health services plan corporation, the licensed certified nurse midwife 
shall be granted such rights of participation, plan admission and registration as may be granted by 
the professional health services plan corporation, under 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional 
health services plan corporations) to a physician or osteopath performing such service. When 
payment is made for health care services performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife, no 
payment or reimbursement shall be payable to a physician or osteopath for the service performed by 
the licensed certified nurse midwife. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


23 


Medicine, 
Osteopathy, 
Dentistry, 
Chiropractic, 
Podiatry And 
Physical 
Therapy 
Services 


Act 78 of 1971, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1511 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 6) 


Notwithstanding any provision of any policy of insurance, self-insured sickness, health and/or welfare 
plan providing benefits issued or renewed after the effective date of this act, whenever such policy or 
plan provides for reimbursement for any service which may be legally performed by a person 
licensed under the laws of the Commonwealth for the practice of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 
chiropractic, podiatry, or physical therapy, reimbursement under such policy or plan shall not be 
denied when such service is rendered by a person so licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 
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24 Optometric 
Services 


Act 251 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1501-
1503 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 


Whenever any insurer, under any contract, policy or plan of insurance, any self-insured sickness, 
health or welfare plan, shall provide for a service or for the reimbursement of a service to or on 
behalf of any of its policyholders, group policyholders, subscribers or group subscribers or any other 
person or groups of persons, which service is within the lawful scope of practice of a duly licensed 
optometrist, the person rendering such service or such policyholder, subscriber or other person shall 
be entitled to the same reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly 
licensed physician or by a duly licensed optometrist: Provided, however, That under any such 
contract, policy or plan which pays on the basis of usual, customary and reasonable charges or on 
some similar basis, only the method of determining the amount of reimbursement shall be the same. 
Unless such policy employed shall otherwise provide, there shall be no reimbursement for 
ophthalmic materials, lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses and/or appurtenances thereto. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


25 Psychological 
Services 


Act 16 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§767-769 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)) 


Whenever a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for any psychologically 
necessary service which is within those areas for which the psychologist is licensed pursuant to the 
act of March 23, 1972 (P.L. 136, No. 52), referred to as the Psychologists License Act, [FN1] the 
insured, or any other person covered by the policy, contract or certificate, shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a physician or a psychologist 
operating within those areas for which he is licensed. 


ü  ü  ü  ü  No 


26 Registered 
Nurse Services 


Act 209 of 1986, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3021 – 
3026 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10A) 


When a service is performed by a certified registered nurse anesthetist, certified registered nurse 
practitioner, certified enterostomal therapy nurse, certified community health nurse, certified 
psychiatric mental health nurse or certified clinical nurse specialist, certified by the State Board of 
Nursing or a national nursing organization recognized by the State Board of Nursing and lawfully 
permitted to perform that service under the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L. 317, No. 69), known as The 
Professional Nursing Law, [FN1] and a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for 
that service, the insured or any other person covered shall be entitled to reimbursement either to the 
insured or to the registered professional nurse providing that service. This section does not apply to 
registered professional nurses who are employees of health care facilities as the term “health care 
facilities” is defined in the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities 
Act, [FN2] or anesthesiology groups. 


 ü  ü  ü  No 
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW  
Washington, DC 20201  


 
September 26, 2012  


 
Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


The State of Louisiana is writing you concerning the selection of an essential health benefit 


benchmark plan for the State.  


On December 16, 2011, the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 


released a document entitled “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin.” This document stated a proposed 


approach to define the essential health benefits for a State’s individual and small group market, as 


required by Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). This 


proposed approach allows for States to select a benchmark plan from products currently on the state 


and federal insurance markets. The bulletin states: 


“[W]e intend to propose to use enrollment data from the first quarter two years prior to the coverage year 


and that States select a benchmark in the third quarter two years prior to the coverage year [note: which 


ends September 30, 2012 for coverage year 2014]…. If a State does not exercise the option to select 


a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the default benchmark plan for that State would be 


the largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in the State’s small group market.” 


Essential Health Benefits Bulletin, p. 9 (emphasis added) 


Following the release of this guidance, a frequently asked questions document was released on 


February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits. Of significant note is that 


neither of these documents has the force of law, nor commits federal regulators to any particular 


course of action.  


The State of Louisiana has done its due diligence to review all guidance issued by CCIIO, the 


Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Department of Health and Human 


Services (HHS) concerning the essential health benefits and has consistently requested further 


guidance through formal rulemaking. With the essential health benefits package, regulations have 


been non-existent. It is apparent that the federal government does not appreciate the urgency of 


clear rules regarding an issue that will transform the private insurance market in each of the 


respective states on January 1, 2014. 


 


Bobby Jindal 
GOVERNOR 


 


Bruce D. Greenstein 
SECRETARY 


 
 State of Louisiana 


Department of Health and Hospitals 
Office of the Secretary 







 


 


For over a year, HHS has told States that a proposed rule on essential health benefits would be 


coming “soon.”  As the months have passed there still is no sign of formal rulemaking regarding this 


issue.  States have every reason to be concerned that HHS can change this approach through the 


formal rulemaking process.  HHS representatives have already alluded to the potential for changes in 


the area of pharmaceuticals just as one example.    


It is unreasonable for the federal government to ask the States to comply with a deadline on 


determining a benchmark plan when the federal government had not even formalized the procedure. 


However, in order to point out the potential problems the state could have implementing this 


particular piece of the PPACA, the state of Louisiana attempted to do so. Louisiana identified the 


three largest small group products in the market, collected benefit information on those products, 


made a comparison of the benefits offered, and participated in all informational sessions on the 


subject. Working with the limited guidance provided, the State of Louisiana attempted to evaluate 


the best benchmark plan option for the State’s residents. Some of the inadequacies in the guidance 


provided so far include: 


 Lack of Plan Information. While HHS identified and provided an illustrative list of the 


three largest products in each State ranked by enrollment in the small group market along 


with the largest three nationally available Federal Employee Health Benefit Program 


(FEHBP) plans on January 25, 2012 this information was based on the “product” rather 


than “plan” level. Plan information is necessary because it provides more detailed 


information as to the scope of benefits covered under the respective plan.  Only on 


September 14, 2012, two weeks prior to the end of the third quarter of 2012, HHS released 


specific plan information to the States to assist in their efforts to select a benchmark plan. 


Clearly, this did not allow states enough time to analyze the plan information provided when 


comments were due less than a week after the States received such information. 


 Lack of Clear Definitions of Service Categories. How will the category “habilitative 


services” be defined since this term appears to be used differently in the private market and 


Medicare? The frequently asked questions document released on February 17, 2012 provides 


two possible approaches, neither of which has been formalized in rulemaking.  


 Supplementation of Services. How will supplementation take place relative to habilitative 


care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care?  Although comments were solicited, no 


further guidance has been released by HHS leaving it unclear for states as to how to define 


or supplement these areas.   


 Substitution of Categories. Will HHS allow health plans to substitute across benefit 


categories?  And if so, will HHS require that such substitution be subject to a higher level of 


scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential for eliminating important services or benefits in 


particular categories? Since plans are allowed to perform actuarially equivalent substitutions 


that may vary from the EHB, are States required to accept such substitutions?  That is, can a 


State modify these substitutions through limitations or restrictions?  
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 Payment of State Mandates. If a State selects a benchmark plan that does not contain all 


or some of the State mandates, the State would be required to “defray” the costs of those 


mandates outside the EHB package for qualified health plans.  HHS has not indicated how 


these mandates are to be paid by the State or even how the cost of the mandates will be 


calculated. 


 Future of the Essential Health Benefits Package. HHS indicated that it “intends” to 


evaluate the benchmark approach for the calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach 


that may exclude some State benefit mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package. 


HHS has not provided states with any standards that it intends to use to make such 


evaluation, the approach it will take to exclude certain state mandates in the EHB package, 


or even if the benchmark approach for essential health benefits will continue past 2015. 


 
After considerable time and effort, it was determined that the State lacks the significant information 


necessary to evaluate what would be the best possible benchmark plan for Louisiana’s essential 


health benefits. 


Furthermore, it is our State’s conclusion that while the bulletin states a decision is to be made by the 


third quarter of this year, this “deadline” has never been formalized through the official rulemaking 


process. As long as formal rules do not exist, the federal government can change its approach. Since 


the federal government is not bound by these bulletins, neither are the States. As such, the State of 


Louisiana is not legally required to submit a benchmark preference by the end of the third quarter of 


2012. The State of Louisiana will not permit the federal government to dictate to our residents a 


default benchmark plan, as the federal government, in its disregard of the requirements of the 


Administrative Procedure Act regarding essential health benefits and other provisions of the 


PPACA, has no authority to do so under federal or Louisiana law until regulations are published in 


the Federal Register, following established notice and comment procedure.  


As stated on the CMS website, previous bulletins were “used to communicate with states and other 


stakeholders interested in Medicaid and CHIP… communications do not establish new policy; they 


are designed to highlight recently released policy and regulations and also to share important 


operational and technical information.” The process developed for defining the essential health 


benefit benchmark has been a completely new method of establishing law without proper 


rulemaking.  Implementation of new policies without open and public comment and publication in 


the Federal Register is in clear violation of the law. The pre-rule bulletin has been out since 


December, providing more than an adequate amount of time to begin the process of formal 


rulemaking with an open comment period.  


The essential health benefits issue is one of many issues with the implementation of the Patient 


Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  The administration has charged states to build what 


the federal government mandates, but the federal government has provided informal guidance and 


incomplete rules and regulations.  No state, even those fully embracing implementation of what we 







 


 


believe to be an overall bad policy, could possibly determine an essential health benefits package 


with the guidance currently provided.  Accordingly, there will be no essential health benefits package 


for the State of Louisiana, and we will pursue all avenues to prevent the federal government from 


selecting one on behalf of the state.  


Sincerely, 


 


 


 
Bruce D. Greenstein      James J. Donelon 
Secretary       Commissioner 
Department of Health and Hospitals    Department of Insurance 
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MEMORANDUM  


TO: CHIEFS OF STAFFS, ACTION OFFICERS, HEALTH CARE ADVISORS 


FROM: MARIE SANDERSON 


SUBJECT: ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS 


DATE: 9/27/2012 


CC: PHIL COX, LINDSAY RUSSELL 


Background: 


 


On December 16, 2011, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a Bulletin describing 


the approach it intends to take in future rulemaking to define the essential health benefits (EHB) under the 


Affordable Care Act. http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  


 


Under the health reform law, every insurance plan will be required to cover a set of “essential health benefits.” 


The Affordable Care Act defines 10 broad categories. 


http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf.  


 


HHS announced that every state will have the option to determine essential health benefits themselves, by using 


standards that already exist in their states. http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-


benefits12162011a.html.  


 


HHS has given the states an October 1 deadline to decide a benchmark plan but has not provided a proposed or 


final rule. HHS is conducting regional and local information calls but has declined to put anything in writing. 


Several states have stated that they are receiving conflicting information.  


 


Republican states tend to fall into two buckets regarding their approach to this deadline: 


 


1) Not responding due to lack of regulation, not bound to respond to a HHS bulletin (see LA and PA letters 


attached as examples)  


 


2) Responding to the deadline with caveats and possible criticism (see VA letter attached)  


 


A previously circulated, a STAFF conference call will be held tomorrow/ Thursday, 9/27 to discuss EHBs 


and Healthcare exchanges, tomorrow, Conference line: 


  


1 800 653 7913 


Access code:  4341764 


 


 



http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf

http://www.naic.org/documents/committees_b_Exchanges.pdf

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html

http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/12/essential-health-benefits12162011a.html
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Attachments to this memo: 


1) LA DRAFT HHS letter re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


2) PA Final HHS letter and EHB study re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


3) VA DRAFT HHS letter  re Oct 1 deadline, attached 


4) Survey: A survey providing confidential and unofficial information regarding the path states are 


considering regarding the Oct 1 decision. The survey is updated as states provide new information, 


attached  


5) Briefing Material regarding PPACA and EHB: 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf from Indiana.  Speaks 


to overall PPACA implications but see slides 41 – 52 which outlines EHB, see link 


 


 


Below is a list of list of articles and position papers regarding EHB:  


  


Should States Implement ObamaCare’s ‘Essential Health Benefits’ Mandate?  


http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/ 


 


What counts as ‘essential’ health care? White House tells states to decide. 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-


states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html  


 


State Progress on Essential Health Benefits- http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-


benefits  


 


INDIANA’s Health Finance Committee Update on Federal Health Initiatives. EHB- (Pages 42-52) 


http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf  


 


In Capitol Hill’s shadow, health reform gets underway 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-


underway  



http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.cato-at-liberty.org/should-states-implement-obamacares-essential-health-benefits-mandate/

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-counts-as-essential-health-care-white-house-tells-states-to-decide/2011/12/16/gIQAzOAmyO_blog.html

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.statereforum.org/state-progress-on-essential-health-benefits

http://www.in.gov/aca/files/Health_Finance_September_19_2012_Final.pdf

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/wp/2012/09/25/in-capitol-hills-shadow-health-reform-gets-underway






 


 


To: Action Officers and Healthcare Advisors 


From: Lindsay Russell 


Re: Essential Benefit and Innovative grant Survey Responses 


Date: August 23, 2012 


*New responses to email request highlighted in red 


1. The Final rule on Essential benefits provided 10 proposed benefit package options. Which of these 10 


options did your state chose or which do you believe your state will chose? 


ALABAMA- Alabama has not made the choice yet, but is likely to choose on the state level 


ALASKA- Have not decided which selection is best for Alaska 


ARIZONA- We have not decided on which option to choose, but will do so before the September 30, 2012 deadline 


FLORIDA- Florida has not elected to choose a “benchmark” option from among those benchmark options provided per 


federal HHS guidance. Ultimately, policy decisions are made by Florida’s policymakers: Governor Scott and the Florida 


Legislature. The Florida Legislature has not had an opportunity to meet since the U.S. Supreme Court decision on June 


28, 2012 and for logistical reasons, most likely will not be able to weigh-in on this issue until after the November 


elections. Therefore, the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) deadline of October 1, 2012 to make the EHB 


selection is problematic for our state 


GEORGIA- Georgia is not likely to make an EHB selection 


IDAHO- Final rule on data submissions is out - but no proposed rule on general EHB is out yet - but expected before long. 


Looking primarily at the small employer plans 


INDIANA-Has not made a decision yet 


IOWA- No decision yet. 


KANSAS- Will not be making a selection 


LOUISIANA - There are 10 benefits that are required to be covered and 3 optional programs that can be picked by the 


state 


MAINE- We are still evaluating our options. 


MISSISSIPPI- The Advisory Board Recommendation was Blue Cross Blue Shield of Mississippi Small Group Plan 


NEBRASKA-The State of Nebraska is working from the only federal guidance that has been issued (we are not aware of a 


final regulation on EHB). Our state selected one plan from each of the 10 plans and contracted for an actuarial analysis 


of each of those 4 plans to compare costs and plan benefit coverage Add: Nebraska is not now planning to submit a final 


EHB decision until the US DHHS issues regulations 


NEVADA-Nevada is still reviewing options. Recommendation will likely be submitted by Nevada Insurance Commissioner 


on September 30, 2012. 







 


 


NEW JERSEY-we are still evaluating our options 


North Dakota-ND has not made a decision 


OKLAHOMA- Not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania has not selected a benchmark plan yet. Our analysis is mid-stream so we cannot state 


whether we prefer one option over another at this time. The contractor performing the detailed analysis is set to have 


the study completed within the next month 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Revised: We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then 


decide whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- We are still gathering public input. It is unclear at this time which package would ultimately be selected 


UTAH- The Legislative Task Force recommended on a unanimous (bipartisan) vote that the insurance commissioner 


select the PEHP Basic Plus (lowest level state employee plan). 


VIRGINIA- It is likely that Virginia will have an EHB benchmark package that resembles the Anthem Small Group PPO 


with the children's dental and vision benefits modeling the CHIP plan 


WYOMING- WY has not chosen. We will likely select one of the three largest small group plans in WY 


2. If you did not chose between the 10 options, has your state decided to go with the default Federal benefit 


package? 


ALABAMA- Likely to chose State benefit package 


ALASKA- Undecided at this point  


ARIZONA- While we have not chosen a benchmark plan, we don't anticipate going with the default plan 


FLORIDA- If a state does not select a plan or otherwise designate an EHB Plan, HHS will select a plan for the state; the 


default benchmark plan would be the largest small group plan in Florida. The OIR is not aware of any communication 


between our State’s leadership and the HHS regarding the benchmark 


GEORGIA- Georgia will likely defer to the Federal benefit package (the default “Benchmark” which was a Blue Cross Blue 


Shield Health Care Plan of Georgia POS (Point-of-Service) Plan, which federal authorities identified as their federal 


product code 49046GA028) 


IDAHO- State will likely declare 


INDIANA- No 


IOWA- We are aware that if no decision is made by the deadline, Iowa will default. 


LOUISIANA- Still reviewing options  


MAINE- Undecided at this point. 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- Our state is studying the costs and benefits associated with the 4 plans that have been identified as 1) the 


largest small group plan; 2) one of the state employee group plan; 3) the federal employee health plan; and 4) the 


largest commercial non-Medicaid HMO operating in our state. No decision has yet been made on which plan will be 


selected as the EHB plan 


NEW JERSEY- Still evaluating our options  


OKLAHOMA- Has not decided yet 


PENNSYLVANIA- At this point in time Pennsylvania has not made a decision regarding the selection of a benchmark plan. 


The analysis of the benchmark plans is not complete and therefore details on the default plan as well as the other 


options are not available. No decision will be made until all options have been analyzed and reviewed 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- After listening to the public feedback, a decision will be made whether to select an option or default to the  


UTAH-N/A 


VIRGINIA- If Virginia does not choose an EHB benchmark, the default benefit package with be the Anthem Small Group 


PPO plan. It is unknown at this time what the federal government will use to supplement the children's dental and vision 


benefit 


WYOMING- No, have not made a decision yet  


3. Has your state conducted an actuarial cost of benefits analysis on the difference between benefit 


packages in your state? 


ALABAMA-Yes 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- No 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency review or cost/benefit analysis on various benchmark options 


GEORGIA- No, we did not conduct an actuarial analysis. We looked most closely at the 3 largest plans that were offered 


in the small group market as identified by HHS. Those 3 plans were substantially similar, were offered in a highly 


competitive market and actuarial analysis of them would have provided limited beneficial information. Additionally, ¬as 


we reached our internal deadlines to commit resources to make the Benchmark plan decisions, HHS had not released 


final EHB regulations, and it would have been difficult to do an actuarial analysis of these or other potential Benchmark 


plans without knowing how that regulation would affect the final EHB selection 


IDAHO- No 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- NO, A review was done of the options but not a full actuarial study.  


LOUISIANA- No, we have asked the Department of Insurance to conduct an actuarial study 







 


 


MAINE- No 


MISSISSIPPI- No, comparison was based on scope of benefits covered 


NEW JERSEY- We have not yet received the proposed federal rule that we had been told would be coming soon 


NEBRASKA- Yes 


North Dokota- ND Insurance Dept. has completed a comparison analysis of the EHB choices in ND. The report is 


available on the Insurance Dept. website. 


OKLAHOMA-Yes, It is underway 


PENNSYLVANIA- No, although federal guidance states that this information should not be used as a factor to determine 


the EHB package chosen, Pennsylvania believes it is useful information. Our contractor is providing some cost benefit 


analysis information as part of its study. We have not determined at this point if additional analysis will be pursued 


SOUTH DAKOTA- We have just completed an actuarial study on EHB and are analyzing the results.  We will then decide 


whether or not to choose an EHB benchmark plan, and if so, which one to choose. 


TENNESSEE- No, not as of yet, but it is under discussion 


UTAH- No 


VIRGINIA- No, Virginia worked closely with the health plans during the evaluation process. there was little variance 


among the small group plans and the association participants recommended the Anthem Small Group PPO as the 


benchmark 


WYOMING -No 


4. If so and if it has been completed, may the RGPPC attain a copy of the analysis? 


ALABAMA- When it is complete  


ALASKA –N/A 


ARIZONA- It has not been completed but can be shared when it is finished 


FLORIDA-N/A 


GEORGIA- N/A 


IDAHO-N/A 


INDIANA- Yes 


IOWA- We would be willing to provide the analysis that was completed  


LOUISIANA- Yes, when it is complete 


MAINE- N/A 


MISSISSIPPI- N/A 







 


 


NEBRASKA- yes, a copy of the study completed for the State of Nebraska is found at 


http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf  


NEW JERSEY- N/A 


OKLAHOMA- Yes, when it is finished 


PENNSYLVANIA- If further cost analysis is performed, Pennsylvania will share it with the RGPPC. The report produced by 


our contractor will also be made public once it is completed and will be available on the Pennsylvania Insurance 


Department's website 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes, when it is completed 


TENNESSEE- N/A 


UTAH- N/A 


VIRGINIA- N/A 


WYOMING – N/A 


5. If your state has not done so already, do you plan on conducting an actuarial cost analysis? 


ALABAMA- Yes 


ALASKA- Yes, once a decision is made regarding a benefit package it is likely an actuarial analysis will be completed 


ARIZONA- Yes, we are researching the potential average premium 


FLORIDA- No, the OIR is not aware of any agency’s assignment to conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


GEORGIA- No, we do not plan to conduct such an actuarial cost analysis. Given the limited options, the lack of final EHB 


regulations to date, and the stated deadline of September 30th, Georgia will not likely conduct an actuarial cost analysis 


IDAHO- No, Not planning on it; DOI does not yet have a staff actuary  


INDIANA- Yes, already been completed  


IOWA- Yes, Gov. Branstad believes if an exchange will be forced on Iowa, then it should be built by Iowa. At that time, a 


study would be necessary and would be completed. 


LOUISIANA – Yes, the DOI will do it 


MAINE- No plans at present 


MISSISSIPPI- No, we will conduct an analysis once able to determine cost sharing parameters  


NEBRASKA- Yes 


NEW JERSEY- It seems unlikely, given the delay in issuing the federal rule, that we can complete an analysis before we 


must decide 


OKLAHOMA-Yes 



http://www.doi.ne.gov/healthcarereform/exchange/EHB_letter.pdf





 


 


PENNSYLVANIA- No. Pennsylvania has not conducted this type of analysis, and we are discussing the possibility of 


pursuing this option. We do believe it will be useful information 


SOUTH DAKOTA- Yes 


TENNESSEE- Possibly but timing and finding are issues 


UTAH- No, probably not 


VIRGINIA- Yes, it is possible that Virginia will conduct an analysis if it is found to be appropriate / needed 


WYOMING -No 


6. If have not done so already, is your state planning to apply for an innovation grant either for funding or 


model testing? 


ALABAMA- Alabama is considering applying for an innovative grant 


ALASKA -No 


ARIZONA- We are still reviewing the FOA and have not made a final decision 


FLORIDA- Not at this time 


GEORGIA- We have not finalized our decision on applying for an innovation grant 


IDAHO- Not at this point 


INDIANA- N/A 


IOWA- We are drafting an application for the Governor to review before a decision on submission is made.  


LOUISIANA- Probably not but are looking at the opportunities versus the requirements 


MAINE- Not at this point 


MISSISSIPPI- Have not considered this yet  


NEBRASKA- No 


NEW JERSEY- No 


OKLAHOMA- No 


PENNSYLVANIA- Pennsylvania is currently examining the feasibility of applying for a Model Design State Innovation 


Grant through CMMI. We are in the process of compiling the necessary information to complete the application 


SOUTH DAKOTA-No 


TENNESSEE- We are evaluating the grant to determine if it can assist with payment reforms we are currently working on. 


No decision has been made on if we will apply 


UTAH- Still evaluating, we’re not sure whether this would be compatible with innovation projects already in the works  







 


 


VIRGINIA- Virginia is currently exploring the option to apply 


WYOMING - No 


 


 







Marie
 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
To: "Alex Weintz"
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:10:01 AM

Alex, have you connected yet with Zeke? - Leslea
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry
 
Leslea:

Any luck regarding my federal funding question?

 
Zeke

 

From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry
Importance: High

Zeke: Yes – we are pulling some info for you. – Leslea Bennett-Webb, OSDH Communications
Director
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Williams, Pamela K.
Subject: Oklahoman inquiry
 
Pamela:

Has Dept. of Health applied for or received any federal funding through the federal Affordable Care

Act, aka the Obamacare legislation?

 
Zeke

 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
To: "Alex Weintz"
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 10:10:01 AM

Alex, have you connected yet with Zeke? - Leslea
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea
Subject: RE: Oklahoman inquiry
 
Leslea:

Any luck regarding my federal funding question?

 
Zeke

 

From: Bennet-Webb, Leslea [mailto:Leslea@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 1:16 PM
To: Zeke Campfield
Subject: FW: Oklahoman inquiry
Importance: High

Zeke: Yes – we are pulling some info for you. – Leslea Bennett-Webb, OSDH Communications
Director
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 20, 2012 12:07 PM
To: Williams, Pamela K.
Subject: Oklahoman inquiry
 
Pamela:

Has Dept. of Health applied for or received any federal funding through the federal Affordable Care

Act, aka the Obamacare legislation?

 
Zeke

 
 

Zeke Campfield 
Reporter

9000 N Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73114 
tel: 405 475-3694 
cell: 405 543-9740 
fax: 405 475-3183 
zcampfield@opubco.com

The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:14 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke

 
The Oklahoman NewsOK.com The Oklahoman Direct
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:14 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:14 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:14 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:14 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Rebecca Frazier
To: Maisch, Don D.; Dewayne Moore (dmoore@odmhsas.org)
Subject: FW: Open Records request
Date: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:44:14 PM

Please see below.  The open records request regarding the Affordable Healthcare Act has been
modified.  Thank you.
 
From: Zeke Campfield [mailto:ZCampfield@opubco.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 4:21 PM
To: Steve Mullins
Subject: Open Records request
 
Dear Mr. Mullins,

While I respectfully disagree with a number of your interpretations of the state Open Records law, I

have revised my public records request to expedite the process by limiting its scope. Please respond to

this request in a timely fashion and indicate any records you have not included and the specific reason

you feel they are exempt.  

 
I would like copies of all correspondence since June, 2012, regarding the national "Affordable

Healthcare Act," "Obamacare" and the "health exchange" between Gov. Fallin and her staff, her

cabinent, all state employees, and elected officials. Obviously we realize that correspondence between

the governor and her legal counsel are exempt from public scrutiny, however, we feel the remainder of

those emails fall well within the purview of the Oklahoma Open Records Act.

 
Thanks!

Zeke
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Questions re SCOTUS decision
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:24:04 PM
Attachments: 2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 04:21 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Questions re SCOTUS decision 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Per our conversation on Tuesday, we have collected a list of questions from you to ask the
President. Many thanks to several of you for working over the holiday with us. Great team
effort.  Below is our compilation of that information into an organized group of questions.
 
In addition, we are updating our cost to states report to include in press materials this week.
Please take time to update/edit/or approve your information from March, attached.  Lindsay
Russell at LRussell@rgppc.org is managing that document. Many of you have already
responded.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, and thanks in advance for not
forwarding this email outside of your office, as it is a work in progress.

Best,
Marie
 
QUESTIONS
 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1)                  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised
and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the
Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange
regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-
issuing these regulations?

 
2)                  When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?
 
3)                  The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1

and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect
extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange
eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for
states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for
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PPACA Costs to the States:

 

Alabama

 

The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near future.

 

The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.

 Medicaid Expansion Details

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level.



· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population. 



· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population.



· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020. 



· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new recipients.



· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid.

 

Alaska

 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation. 

 

For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures. 

 

The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.

 

Arizona, Gov Brewer

 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing). 

 

Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA.

 

Florida, Gov Scott

 

According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 

Georgia

 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.

 

Idaho

 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million. 

 

Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.  

 

In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.  

 

Indiana

 

The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.

 

A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 

Iowa

 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund expenditures.

 

When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 

 

It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern. 

 

Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most.  

 

Kansas

 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion. 

 

An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 

 

Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 

Louisiana

 

Pending

 

Maine

 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program. 

 

Mississippi

 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.

 

Nebraska

 

In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016. 

 

Nevada

 

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019.

 

New Mexico

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 2019.

 

North Dakota

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years. 

 

Ohio

 

The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program.

 

 

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett

Pending

 

South Carolina

 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.

 

South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counterproductive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.

 

Tennessee

 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change. 

 

At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense adjustments to the program.

 

Texas

 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program.

 

ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.

 

Utah

 

The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary

 

Virginia

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 

Wisconsin, Gov Walker

Pending

 

Wyoming

 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match. 

 

The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market. 

 

Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market. 

 

With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state. 
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states implementing a federal exchange? 
 
4)                  When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How
will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be
sustained?

 
5)                  States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance
programs.

 
6)                  When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to
the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-
based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a
federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange
creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more sense for a particular
state.

 
7)                  When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available

for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state
to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)                  If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states,
when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be
released?

 
9)                  It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment
provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges
without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10)              What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation

grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to
increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial
underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government
envision in this case?

 
11)              What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? 
Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)              What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid
eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others
do not?

 
13)              Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the
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law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer
people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller
and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how
would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to
buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14)              CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs.
Will that funding continue?   

 
15)              Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program,

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry
for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where
offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options
Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the
table.  What about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able
to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10
funding mechanism?

 
16)              In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must
be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the
requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules
can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17)              Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they

be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a
high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 
1)                  When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 
2)                  Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if at state will be

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange
declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be
implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3)                  Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4)                  Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 
5)                  Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
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only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the
federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you
waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for
failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of
the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer
effective?

 
6)                  Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7)                  Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand
to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility
criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8)                  If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA,

but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75%
to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9)                  Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability
provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and
other options at the state’s choice.

 
10)              What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give
further input on the needed reforms?

 
11)              You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be
exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12)              Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility,

and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 
13)              The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will
HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state
that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state
absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH
Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new
DSH Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care
services?

 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Questions re SCOTUS decision
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:24:04 PM
Attachments: 2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 04:21 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Questions re SCOTUS decision 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Per our conversation on Tuesday, we have collected a list of questions from you to ask the
President. Many thanks to several of you for working over the holiday with us. Great team
effort.  Below is our compilation of that information into an organized group of questions.
 
In addition, we are updating our cost to states report to include in press materials this week.
Please take time to update/edit/or approve your information from March, attached.  Lindsay
Russell at LRussell@rgppc.org is managing that document. Many of you have already
responded.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, and thanks in advance for not
forwarding this email outside of your office, as it is a work in progress.

Best,
Marie
 
QUESTIONS
 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1)                  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised
and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the
Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange
regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-
issuing these regulations?

 
2)                  When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?
 
3)                  The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1

and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect
extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange
eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for
states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for
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PPACA Costs to the States:

 

Alabama

 

The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near future.

 

The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.

 Medicaid Expansion Details

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level.



· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population. 



· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population.



· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020. 



· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new recipients.



· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid.

 

Alaska

 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation. 

 

For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures. 

 

The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.

 

Arizona, Gov Brewer

 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing). 

 

Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA.

 

Florida, Gov Scott

 

According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 

Georgia

 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.

 

Idaho

 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million. 

 

Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.  

 

In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.  

 

Indiana

 

The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.

 

A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 

Iowa

 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund expenditures.

 

When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 

 

It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern. 

 

Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most.  

 

Kansas

 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion. 

 

An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 

 

Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 

Louisiana

 

Pending

 

Maine

 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program. 

 

Mississippi

 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.

 

Nebraska

 

In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016. 

 

Nevada

 

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019.

 

New Mexico

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 2019.

 

North Dakota

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years. 

 

Ohio

 

The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program.

 

 

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett

Pending

 

South Carolina

 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.

 

South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counterproductive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.

 

Tennessee

 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change. 

 

At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense adjustments to the program.

 

Texas

 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program.

 

ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.

 

Utah

 

The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary

 

Virginia

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 

Wisconsin, Gov Walker

Pending

 

Wyoming

 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match. 

 

The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market. 

 

Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market. 

 

With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state. 
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states implementing a federal exchange? 
 
4)                  When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How
will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be
sustained?

 
5)                  States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance
programs.

 
6)                  When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to
the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-
based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a
federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange
creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more sense for a particular
state.

 
7)                  When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available

for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state
to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)                  If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states,
when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be
released?

 
9)                  It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment
provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges
without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10)              What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation

grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to
increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial
underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government
envision in this case?

 
11)              What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? 
Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)              What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid
eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others
do not?

 
13)              Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the
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law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer
people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller
and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how
would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to
buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14)              CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs.
Will that funding continue?   

 
15)              Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program,

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry
for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where
offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options
Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the
table.  What about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able
to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10
funding mechanism?

 
16)              In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must
be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the
requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules
can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17)              Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they

be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a
high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 
1)                  When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 
2)                  Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if at state will be

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange
declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be
implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3)                  Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4)                  Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 
5)                  Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
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only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the
federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you
waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for
failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of
the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer
effective?

 
6)                  Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7)                  Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand
to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility
criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8)                  If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA,

but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75%
to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9)                  Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability
provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and
other options at the state’s choice.

 
10)              What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give
further input on the needed reforms?

 
11)              You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be
exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12)              Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility,

and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 
13)              The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will
HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state
that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state
absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH
Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new
DSH Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care
services?

 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Questions re SCOTUS decision
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:24:04 PM
Attachments: 2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 04:21 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Questions re SCOTUS decision 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Per our conversation on Tuesday, we have collected a list of questions from you to ask the
President. Many thanks to several of you for working over the holiday with us. Great team
effort.  Below is our compilation of that information into an organized group of questions.
 
In addition, we are updating our cost to states report to include in press materials this week.
Please take time to update/edit/or approve your information from March, attached.  Lindsay
Russell at LRussell@rgppc.org is managing that document. Many of you have already
responded.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, and thanks in advance for not
forwarding this email outside of your office, as it is a work in progress.

Best,
Marie
 
QUESTIONS
 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1)                  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised
and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the
Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange
regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-
issuing these regulations?

 
2)                  When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?
 
3)                  The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1

and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect
extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange
eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for
states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for
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PPACA Costs to the States:

 

Alabama

 

The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near future.

 

The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.

 Medicaid Expansion Details

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level.



· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population. 



· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population.



· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020. 



· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new recipients.



· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid.

 

Alaska

 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation. 

 

For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures. 

 

The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.

 

Arizona, Gov Brewer

 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing). 

 

Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA.

 

Florida, Gov Scott

 

According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 

Georgia

 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.

 

Idaho

 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million. 

 

Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.  

 

In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.  

 

Indiana

 

The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.

 

A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 

Iowa

 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund expenditures.

 

When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 

 

It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern. 

 

Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most.  

 

Kansas

 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion. 

 

An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 

 

Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 

Louisiana

 

Pending

 

Maine

 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program. 

 

Mississippi

 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.

 

Nebraska

 

In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016. 

 

Nevada

 

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019.

 

New Mexico

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 2019.

 

North Dakota

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years. 

 

Ohio

 

The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program.

 

 

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett

Pending

 

South Carolina

 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.

 

South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counterproductive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.

 

Tennessee

 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change. 

 

At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense adjustments to the program.

 

Texas

 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program.

 

ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.

 

Utah

 

The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary

 

Virginia

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 

Wisconsin, Gov Walker

Pending

 

Wyoming

 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match. 

 

The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market. 

 

Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market. 

 

With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state. 
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states implementing a federal exchange? 
 
4)                  When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How
will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be
sustained?

 
5)                  States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance
programs.

 
6)                  When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to
the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-
based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a
federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange
creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more sense for a particular
state.

 
7)                  When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available

for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state
to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)                  If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states,
when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be
released?

 
9)                  It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment
provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges
without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10)              What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation

grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to
increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial
underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government
envision in this case?

 
11)              What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? 
Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)              What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid
eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others
do not?

 
13)              Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the
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law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer
people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller
and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how
would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to
buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14)              CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs.
Will that funding continue?   

 
15)              Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program,

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry
for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where
offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options
Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the
table.  What about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able
to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10
funding mechanism?

 
16)              In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must
be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the
requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules
can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17)              Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they

be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a
high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 
1)                  When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 
2)                  Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if at state will be

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange
declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be
implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3)                  Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4)                  Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 
5)                  Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
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only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the
federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you
waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for
failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of
the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer
effective?

 
6)                  Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7)                  Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand
to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility
criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8)                  If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA,

but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75%
to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9)                  Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability
provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and
other options at the state’s choice.

 
10)              What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give
further input on the needed reforms?

 
11)              You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be
exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12)              Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility,

and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 
13)              The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will
HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state
that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state
absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH
Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new
DSH Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care
services?

 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Questions re SCOTUS decision
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:24:04 PM
Attachments: 2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 04:21 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Questions re SCOTUS decision 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Per our conversation on Tuesday, we have collected a list of questions from you to ask the
President. Many thanks to several of you for working over the holiday with us. Great team
effort.  Below is our compilation of that information into an organized group of questions.
 
In addition, we are updating our cost to states report to include in press materials this week.
Please take time to update/edit/or approve your information from March, attached.  Lindsay
Russell at LRussell@rgppc.org is managing that document. Many of you have already
responded.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, and thanks in advance for not
forwarding this email outside of your office, as it is a work in progress.

Best,
Marie
 
QUESTIONS
 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1)                  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised
and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the
Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange
regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-
issuing these regulations?

 
2)                  When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?
 
3)                  The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1

and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect
extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange
eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for
states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for
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PPACA Costs to the States:

 

Alabama

 

The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near future.

 

The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.

 Medicaid Expansion Details

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level.



· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population. 



· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population.



· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020. 



· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new recipients.



· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid.

 

Alaska

 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation. 

 

For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures. 

 

The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.

 

Arizona, Gov Brewer

 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing). 

 

Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA.

 

Florida, Gov Scott

 

According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 

Georgia

 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.

 

Idaho

 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million. 

 

Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.  

 

In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.  

 

Indiana

 

The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.

 

A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 

Iowa

 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund expenditures.

 

When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 

 

It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern. 

 

Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most.  

 

Kansas

 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion. 

 

An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 

 

Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 

Louisiana

 

Pending

 

Maine

 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program. 

 

Mississippi

 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.

 

Nebraska

 

In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016. 

 

Nevada

 

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019.

 

New Mexico

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 2019.

 

North Dakota

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years. 

 

Ohio

 

The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program.

 

 

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett

Pending

 

South Carolina

 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.

 

South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counterproductive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.

 

Tennessee

 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change. 

 

At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense adjustments to the program.

 

Texas

 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program.

 

ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.

 

Utah

 

The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary

 

Virginia

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 

Wisconsin, Gov Walker

Pending

 

Wyoming

 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match. 

 

The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market. 

 

Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market. 

 

With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state. 
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states implementing a federal exchange? 
 
4)                  When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How
will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be
sustained?

 
5)                  States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance
programs.

 
6)                  When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to
the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-
based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a
federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange
creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more sense for a particular
state.

 
7)                  When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available

for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state
to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)                  If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states,
when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be
released?

 
9)                  It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment
provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges
without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10)              What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation

grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to
increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial
underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government
envision in this case?

 
11)              What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? 
Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)              What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid
eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others
do not?

 
13)              Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the
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law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer
people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller
and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how
would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to
buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14)              CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs.
Will that funding continue?   

 
15)              Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program,

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry
for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where
offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options
Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the
table.  What about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able
to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10
funding mechanism?

 
16)              In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must
be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the
requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules
can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17)              Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they

be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a
high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 
1)                  When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 
2)                  Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if at state will be

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange
declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be
implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3)                  Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4)                  Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 
5)                  Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
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only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the
federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you
waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for
failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of
the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer
effective?

 
6)                  Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7)                  Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand
to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility
criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8)                  If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA,

but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75%
to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9)                  Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability
provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and
other options at the state’s choice.

 
10)              What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give
further input on the needed reforms?

 
11)              You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be
exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12)              Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility,

and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 
13)              The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will
HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state
that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state
absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH
Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new
DSH Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care
services?

 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Questions re SCOTUS decision
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:24:04 PM
Attachments: 2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 04:21 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Questions re SCOTUS decision 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Per our conversation on Tuesday, we have collected a list of questions from you to ask the
President. Many thanks to several of you for working over the holiday with us. Great team
effort.  Below is our compilation of that information into an organized group of questions.
 
In addition, we are updating our cost to states report to include in press materials this week.
Please take time to update/edit/or approve your information from March, attached.  Lindsay
Russell at LRussell@rgppc.org is managing that document. Many of you have already
responded.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, and thanks in advance for not
forwarding this email outside of your office, as it is a work in progress.

Best,
Marie
 
QUESTIONS
 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1)                  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised
and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the
Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange
regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-
issuing these regulations?

 
2)                  When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?
 
3)                  The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1

and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect
extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange
eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for
states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for
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PPACA Costs to the States:

 

Alabama

 

The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near future.

 

The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.

 Medicaid Expansion Details

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level.



· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population. 



· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population.



· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020. 



· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new recipients.



· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid.

 

Alaska

 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation. 

 

For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures. 

 

The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.

 

Arizona, Gov Brewer

 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing). 

 

Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA.

 

Florida, Gov Scott

 

According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 

Georgia

 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.

 

Idaho

 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million. 

 

Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.  

 

In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.  

 

Indiana

 

The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.

 

A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 

Iowa

 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund expenditures.

 

When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 

 

It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern. 

 

Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most.  

 

Kansas

 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion. 

 

An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 

 

Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 

Louisiana

 

Pending

 

Maine

 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program. 

 

Mississippi

 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.

 

Nebraska

 

In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016. 

 

Nevada

 

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019.

 

New Mexico

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 2019.

 

North Dakota

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years. 

 

Ohio

 

The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program.

 

 

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett

Pending

 

South Carolina

 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.

 

South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counterproductive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.

 

Tennessee

 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change. 

 

At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense adjustments to the program.

 

Texas

 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program.

 

ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.

 

Utah

 

The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary

 

Virginia

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 

Wisconsin, Gov Walker

Pending

 

Wyoming

 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match. 

 

The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market. 

 

Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market. 

 

With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state. 
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states implementing a federal exchange? 
 
4)                  When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How
will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be
sustained?

 
5)                  States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance
programs.

 
6)                  When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to
the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-
based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a
federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange
creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more sense for a particular
state.

 
7)                  When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available

for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state
to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)                  If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states,
when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be
released?

 
9)                  It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment
provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges
without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10)              What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation

grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to
increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial
underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government
envision in this case?

 
11)              What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? 
Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)              What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid
eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others
do not?

 
13)              Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the
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law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer
people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller
and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how
would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to
buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14)              CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs.
Will that funding continue?   

 
15)              Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program,

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry
for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where
offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options
Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the
table.  What about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able
to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10
funding mechanism?

 
16)              In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must
be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the
requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules
can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17)              Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they

be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a
high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 
1)                  When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 
2)                  Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if at state will be

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange
declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be
implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3)                  Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4)                  Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 
5)                  Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
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only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the
federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you
waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for
failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of
the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer
effective?

 
6)                  Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7)                  Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand
to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility
criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8)                  If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA,

but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75%
to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9)                  Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability
provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and
other options at the state’s choice.

 
10)              What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give
further input on the needed reforms?

 
11)              You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be
exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12)              Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility,

and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 
13)              The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will
HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state
that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state
absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH
Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new
DSH Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care
services?

 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Glenn Coffee; Denise Northrup
Cc: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Questions re SCOTUS decision
Date: Monday, July 09, 2012 4:24:04 PM
Attachments: 2012-07-03_PPACACoststotheStates.docx

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Monday, July 09, 2012 04:21 PM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: Questions re SCOTUS decision 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
Per our conversation on Tuesday, we have collected a list of questions from you to ask the
President. Many thanks to several of you for working over the holiday with us. Great team
effort.  Below is our compilation of that information into an organized group of questions.
 
In addition, we are updating our cost to states report to include in press materials this week.
Please take time to update/edit/or approve your information from March, attached.  Lindsay
Russell at LRussell@rgppc.org is managing that document. Many of you have already
responded.
 
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, and thanks in advance for not
forwarding this email outside of your office, as it is a work in progress.

Best,
Marie
 
QUESTIONS
 
Healthcare Exchanges:
 

1)                  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised
and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the
Supreme Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange
regulations related to interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-
issuing these regulations?

 
2)                  When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health

benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued?
 
3)                  The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1

and Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect
extensions of the deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the
Supreme Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange
eligibility and enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for
states implementing a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for
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PPACA Costs to the States:

 

Alabama

 

The implementation of Obamacare will increase the costs of state government immediately and in the near future.

 

The overall Medicaid budget alone is expected to increase from $6.3 Billion in 2012 to $13.2 Billion at the beginning of the 2020 fiscal year.

 Medicaid Expansion Details

· By 2014, Alabama expects to add up to 534,000 new enrollees to Medicaid. This is due to mandated eligibility to anyone under age 65 who has an income of less than 133% of the federal poverty level.



· Alabama is also required to provide subsidies to adults earning between 134% and 400% and children with incomes between 301% and 400%. This expansion would increase Medicaid eligibility from the current 21% of the state’s population to about 40% of the population. 



· Nearly 1,000 new primary care physicians will be needed to care for this new population.



· This cost of services for the new eligibles would initially be borne by the federal government, but that support would fade to 90% of the cost by 2020. 



· HCR legislation does not provide any additional funds to the state to certify enroll and manage the new recipients.



· Administrative costs alone will require an estimated $389 million in state funds. Eligibility system changes will be required to add new enrollees, to differentiate between those eligible under new vs. previous rules (each with different matching rates) and to allow information to flow back and forth between subsidy plans and Medicaid.

 

Alaska

 

Alaska continues to be hampered in its efforts to manage the costs of its Medicaid program and continues to see Medicaid population increases.  For the first time in recent history the Budget of the Department of Health and Social Services (Medicaid Authority) has surpassed that of the Department of Education and is projected to continue to grow ahead of inflation. 

 

For FY2013 it is projected that Alaska will need an additional $45 million in state general funds to cope with program growth and another $129 million in state general funds to offset the loss of enhanced federal Medicaid funding.  Alaska continues to be faced with substantial growth in Medicaid caseloads and utilization and forecasts an over 20 percent increase in Medicaid state general fund expenditures. 

 

The State of Alaska continues to narrow projections on estimating the total cost of the ACA over the long term. However, a June 2010 preliminary analysis of the Medicaid impacts reflects that cumulative state general fund spending will increase by $100M million, through 2020. While direct care spending in the early years is offset by increased federal match rates, spending in later years paints an even more concerning picture for Alaska's future and the ever increasing impact of Medicaid expansion on the State budget while oil throughput continues to decline.

 

Arizona, Gov Brewer

 

The mandatory Medicaid expansions in PPACA, and the woodwork created by these expansions, are expected to cost Arizona over $550 million in the next three fiscal years. Once fully implemented in the latter half of this decade, PPACA is anticipated to increase Arizona’s annual Medicaid obligations by almost $500 million per year. Furthermore, because Arizona expanded to 100% of the Federal Poverty Level before the passage of the PPACA, it receives a lower matching rate for those populations than other states that did not expand (who will initially receive full federal financing). 

 

Over the four year period of the recession, while overall state spending decreased, Medicaid spending soared by 63 percent, to the point where it accounted for nearly 30 percent of the state general fund in the recently-completed FY 2011. During the recession, Arizona’s projected deficits spiked, which necessitated a series of aggressive, unprecedented steps in order to return the State to fiscal stability. An important element of this effort was the paring back of Arizona’s Medicaid program in FY 2012, which will be undermined by the mandated increases in population due to the PPACA.

 

Florida, Gov Scott

 

According to Florida’s Agency for Health Care Administration, ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion will force Florida to spend an additional $1.5 billion and force an additional 1.8 million Floridians to enroll in Medicaid in four years.

 

Georgia

 

The projected impact of the Medicaid expansion in Georgia is significant.  In January 2014, an estimated 650,000 additional members will be added to our state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  This federally mandated expansion will increase state spending by at least $2.4 billion between FY2010-FY2020 alone. That said, the cost could soar substantially higher because there are more federal regulations to come and initial spending could spike because of the pent-up demand of new members. The Georgia Department of Community Health is continually reassessing the impact of the Medicaid expansion mandate.

 

Idaho

 

Idaho estimates between 150,000 and 200,000 new eligibles could be added to the Medicaid caseload when new expansion rules are implemented which could mean an 40-percent increase in participation compared to Idaho’s current caseloads.  The overall Medicaid benefit cost attributed to PPACA Medicaid provisions in the State of Idaho is conservatively estimated to be $228 million in State funds by 2020.  In preparation for the PPACA 2014 changes, Medicaid system readiness is estimated to cost $34.8 million, of which Idaho’s share will be $3.48 million. 

 

Idaho is purposely holding off on changes related to the Medicaid expansion requirement because of the uncertainty surrounding the Supreme Court’s decision, 2012 elections and State legislative decisions which could drastically impact how Medicaid expansion is implemented and designed.  The State anticipates the cost to meet the new Medicaid expansion requirement will be approximately $9 million.  That does not include the cost of operational and personnel needs related to the expansion.  

 

In addition, the limited nature of the federal timelines and lack of final rules has forced Idaho to design a phased approach to accommodate the uncertainty surrounding Medicaid.  Idaho is working on modernization, expansion and connection phases – all of which depend on the Supreme Court decision and 2012 elections.  

 

Indiana

 

The additional enrollees will cost between $2.5 and $3.1 billion to Indiana’s Medicaid expenditures for the period 2014 to 2020.

 

A fully state-operated Exchange is expected to cost the State between $57.7-$83.4M, annually. This is in addition to the cost of the Medicaid expansion. Even if the State decides not to operate an Exchange, there will still be costs associated with eligibility for premium tax credits.  Therefore, a fully federal Exchange is expected to cost the State between $10.4-$18.3M annually.

 

Iowa

 

As recently as eight years ago, Iowa spent less than $2.5 billion in total Medicaid expenditures. Total Medicaid spending in Iowa now approaches $4 billion and accounts for more than 15% of Iowa General Fund expenditures.

 

When we entered office in January 2011, we were faced with replacing $540 million in one-time money that was used to fund the on-going Medicaid entitlement. Medicaid remains a complex funding source for health care that we manage very carefully. 

 

It is anticipated that the federal takeover of health care under the Affordable Care Act will increase Medicaid enrollment by at least 150,000 people in Iowa. In 2014, the first year of implementation, our Medicaid population will grow from 400,000 to more than 550,000 covered lives in a state where our population is just over 3 million people. The total cost of this expansion is estimated to be between $180 to $818 million (with mid-point estimate of $255 million) in the first year, with the state picking up an increasing share of this cost over time. The uncertainty surrounding the wide range of potential costs is alone cause for concern. 

 

Despite the federally mandated expansion of the Medicaid program, Iowa and other states will have less flexibility than ever before to effectively and efficiently manage this entitlement that is vital for so many of our vulnerable citizens. Federal maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements continue to tie the hands of state policymakers, forcing a continual squeeze on health care providers and diverting benefits from those who need them most.  

 

Kansas

 

Without flexibility to reform Medicaid to improve outcomes and reduce costs, Kansas will continue to see increases in Medicaid spending. Kansas’ Medicaid budget has ballooned from $2.4 billion in 2008, at the onset of federally mandated maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements, to what will reach nearly $3 billion in 2013 without reforms. In the same period, enrollment will have increased from 293,000 to almost 400,000 -- all before the mandated PPACA expansion. 

 

An example of the rigidity of the MOE requirements in the ARRA, and extended by PPACA, is the federal response to the Kansas Legislature's move in 2010 to adjust family premiums in the CHIP program by $40 a month. CMS did not approve it, citing MOE. Instead, HHS offered an option to raise premiums that would have amounted to about 50 cents per month on a typical premium. 

 

Kansas has proposed to acquire the flexibility it needs to remake Medicaid in a two-track Section 1115 demonstration project. The first track will address authorities needed to implement KanCare, an integrated, person-centered care coordination model that will incorporate nearly all Medicaid and CHIP populations and services, including long term services and supports. The second track proposes a global waiver, more specifically an outcomes-based Medicaid and CHIP program under a per capita block grant, fundamentally redefining the federal-state relationship in Medicaid and providing a model for reform that honors the program's statutory goal of improving the health of Americans in the greatest need.

 

Louisiana

 

Pending

 

Maine

 

Maine’s Medicaid program has experienced an increase in enrollment from 314,000 in June 2009 to 336,000 in June, 2010, and total spending in Maine’s Medicaid program has increased by over one billion dollars since 2002. Over the last several years, Medicaid rates for healthcare providers have also been repeatedly cut to address the ongoing financial shortfalls in Medicaid as a result of increasing enrollment and utilization. As a result of these reductions, some Maine physicians have closed their practices to Medicaid patients significantly reducing access to primary care services for Medicaid beneficiaries. All of the above challenges will be exacerbated by ACA. As Maine struggles to confront a shortfall of more than $800 million in the next biennial budget and the requirement to adopt a balanced budget, it is imperative that the Governor and the Legislature have the necessary flexibility to comprehensively manage the Medicaid program and to make necessary changes to effectively reduce total spending in the program. 

 

Mississippi

 

The overall cost to implement PPACA in Mississippi is estimated to be $1.7 billion over the next ten years, including an additional $443 million in year ten.

 

Nebraska

 

In addition, based upon preliminary professional consultant projections, the State of Nebraska estimates that it will cost anywhere from $61.4 million to $86.9 million to build a Health Insurance Exchange in Nebraska. Due to the changing nature of the health insurance exchange project and the instability of the federal government’s promulgation of final rules and regulations, the State projects that a state exchange annual operating budget would be $17.5 million per year starting in 2016. 

 

Nevada

 

In April of 2010, the Nevada Department of Health and Human Services estimated the General Fund impact of implementing the Affordable Care Act was $574 million from 2014 through 2019.

 

New Mexico

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, New Mexico is poised to add an additional 130,000 – 175,000 individuals to the Medicaid program with an additional cost of $300 million - $600 million between 2014 and 2019.

 

North Dakota

 

With the implementation of Obamacare, North Dakota’s current estimate for additional Medicaid spending is $106 million over 10 years. 

 

Ohio

 

The estimated cost to Ohio from the first year to 2019 is over $2.7 billion for Medicaid services. These estimates do not include the cost of increases in administration of the program. The long-term sustainability of the program is called into question, unless Ohio is given new options on how to manage the program.

 

 

Pennsylvania, Gov Corbett

Pending

 

South Carolina

 

Medicaid enrollment will increase by 54% or 510,000 individuals in 2015 as a result of the Affordable Care Act.  176,000 of these persons will drop private insurance to go on Medicaid. The additional costs to state taxpayers between State Fiscal Year 2014 and State Fiscal Year 2020 ranges from $1.15 billion to $2.5 billion dollars depending on assumptions of participation rate and increases in physician fees resulting from physician shortages created by the new law.

 

South Dakota

 

South Dakota estimates it will cost at least $99.7 million in state funds through 2019 to comply with the Medicaid requirements of the PPACA.

 

This burden coupled with the inability to change other parts of the Medicaid program due to the MOE requirements will result in rate cuts to providers.

 

Providers that cannot absorb these cuts may stop taking people eligible for Medicaid, or may stop providing services altogether.

 

This would have a hugely detrimental effect on a very rural state, including citizens that rely on Medicaid for their health care and communities that may see their health care providers leave or quit. These unintended consequences of the MOE provisions in the PPACA are counterproductive of its larger goal to help Americans get access to the health care they need.

 

Tennessee

 

Tennessee's Medicaid program is continuing to experience budgetary challenges in the coming fiscal year, as state revenues continue their slow climb back to pre-recession levels. Unfortunately, the MOE requirements limit the flexibility needed to make important changes to the program as we deal with such issues. For instance, TennCare could save $16 million alone just by modifying nursing facility level of care requirements that would bring Tennessee in line with the criteria of other states and rebalance its long-term care system in order to serve more people with lesser levels of need in more cost-effective home and community-based settings while targeting the more expensive long-term care services to persons with higher acuity of need. However, we have yet to receive approval to make such a change. 

 

At a time when Tennessee is already facing budget difficulties and the ACA is expected to cost the state in excess of $1.5 billion over five years, we must have the flexibility necessary to make common sense adjustments to the program.

 

Texas

 

Medicaid is consistently one of the biggest expenses all states face. It accounts for a quarter of the state budget in Texas. The Affordable Care Act expands Medicaid without reforming the program.

 

ACA will increase Medicaid enrollment in Texas by nearly 2 million people and cost the state $27 billion over 10 years.

States have received little federal guidance on key ACA provisions, including the primary care rate increases which is required starting in 2013.  Additionally, guidance is needed on Medicaid Benchmark Benefits, eligibility changes, FMAP methodology and numerous other provisions.

Lack of timely guidance makes it impossible for states to effectively plan for the mushrooming Medicaid caseloads that the law will create. HHSC needs final, detailed guidance from the federal government to determine the full impact of certain ACA provisions on the Texas Medicaid and CHIP programs, and to make federally-required
changes.

ACA does not recognize states’ unique needs and prevents each state from tailoring its Medicaid and CHIP programs in accordance with the intent of its elected and appointed representatives.

 

Utah

 

The Insurance Department has been tracking hours of work to account for the additional burdens imposed by the ACA.  During FY11, we are able to account for over 5,700 hours, equating to approximately $182,000 is personnel costs.  Included in the estimate is time spent on rate review which has been supported by a grant from HHS, reimbursing the department $112,757 in personnel costs.  In additional to the above, numerous hours have been incurred by the Commissioner or our actuary

 

Virginia

 

The Commonwealth of Virginia has estimated the Medicaid cost of federal health reform to the State to be between $1.5 and $2.2 billion through 2022.  These estimates have not been updated since August 2010, but because of the length of the recession and the current pace of economic growth, along with other developments in our understanding of the full impact of PPACA, the higher end of the cost range seems more realistic.  For example, in a study completed for Medicaid Health Plans of America, Milliman, Inc. has estimated that the PPACA-mandated tax on health insurance companies, which did not exclude Medicaid health plans, will cost Virginia, a heavily managed Medicaid state, approximately $430 - $500 million through 2023; this was not included in Virginia’s 2010 estimates of the PPACA cost, meaning this $430 - $500 million would be in addition to the $1.5 to $2.2 billion already estimated. Virginia is in the process of re-estimating impacts in preparation for the 2012 Medicaid forecast due in the fall of 2012.  At that time, the estimates should better reflect the current economic environment in Virginia, and reflect a better understanding of the PPACA impact based on subsequent analysis and federal guidance that was not available for the 2010 estimates.”

 

Wisconsin, Gov Walker

Pending

 

Wyoming

 

The costs of maintaining our Medicaid program are fast becoming a serious threat to our state general funds. The 2013-2014 biennial budget for Medicaid in Wyoming includes $560 million in state general fund dollars. This is just the cost to provide care to the current population of approximately 76,000 enrollees. A study of Wyoming impacts from PPACA conducted by The Lewin Group in 2010 estimates an additional 31,000 enrollees due to the Medicaid expansion in 2014 – an increase of over 40%. It is difficult to estimate what the fiscal impact of this huge bolus of new enrollees will be. The State legislature commissioned a Medicaid Cost Study in 2011 and we expect findings in mid-2012.  We do know, however, that the cost of implementing a new eligibility and enrollment system for Medicaid will cost over $3.5 million in state general funds after the 90/10 federal match. 

 

The larger and more detrimental impact of the implementation of PPACA is likely to be to our private health insurance markets.  An actuarial study of our small group and individual markets conducted by Gorman Actuarial, LLC in 2011 indicates that we can expect premiums to go up an average of 30% to 40% in the individual market due solely to new insurance regulations effective in 2014. When you add the projected impact of higher morbidity of new entrants into the market and essential benefit mandates, we can expect overall 40% to 60% increases in premiums in the individual market. 

 

Given that Wyoming already has a higher percentage of small employers that self-insure than other states, it’s not unreasonable to expect a number of small employers to stop providing insured coverage and either move their employees to the individual market or to self-insure to avoid regulation. During recent town hall meetings, a number of small employers indicated that it would be cheaper for them to pay the PPACA penalties for not providing coverage than it will be to continue to provide coverage. The Lewin Group estimates a net loss of over 8,000 covered lives in the employer sponsored insurance market. 

 

With all the changes in PPACA, Gorman Actuarial estimates over 41,000 people in Wyoming will remain uninsured by 2016. This represents about half of the 83,000 people currently uninsured in our state. 
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states implementing a federal exchange? 
 
4)                  When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These

cannot be considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How
will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be
sustained?

 
5)                  States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a

charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax
credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance
programs.

 
6)                  When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal

exchange? The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to
the federal exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-
based exchange is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a
federal exchange will be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange
creation may be wasted if a federal exchange makes more sense for a particular
state.

 
7)                  When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available

for states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state
to have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.

 
8)                  If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal

government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states,
when will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be
released?

 
9)                  It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate

money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment
provisions of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges
without Congressional action to appropriate money. 

 
10)              What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation

grants if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to
increase taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial
underpinning of an exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government
envision in this case?

 
11)              What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state

exchange, and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? 
Will the federal government claw back these grant dollars from the states?

 
12)              What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange

implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid
eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others
do not?

 
13)              Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the
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law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer
people will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller
and smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how
would you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to
buy insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking?

 
14)              CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to

improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs.
Will that funding continue?   

 
15)              Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program,

states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry
for all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where
offered), advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options
Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the
table.  What about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able
to create an eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10
funding mechanism?

 
16)              In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of

Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must
be included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the
requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules
can be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market.

 
17)              Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they

be financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a
high risk pool or an exchange?

 
 
Medicaid
 
1)                  When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and

related topics?
 
2)                  Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if at state will be

participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange
declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be
implemented simultaneously in January 2014.

 
3)                  Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the

federal poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the
enhanced federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly
covered” populations?

 
4)                  Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or

100% FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?
 
5)                  Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply
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only to the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the
federal match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you
waive the MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for
failure to comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of
the expansion funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer
effective?

 
6)                  Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care

codes, are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it?
Congressional Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA. 

 
7)                  Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to

MAGI for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand
to the optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility
criteria to the MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria?

 
8)                  If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA,

but then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75%
to 90% enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?

 
9)                  Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion

population that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability
provisions, the use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and
other options at the state’s choice.

 
10)              What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and

flexibility options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give
further input on the needed reforms?

 
11)              You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not

committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be
exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for
medical services given to these individuals?

 
12)              Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility,

and accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?
 
13)              The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a

methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will
HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state
that does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state
absorb the full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH
Diversion program as part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new
DSH Diversion programs for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care
services?

 
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
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Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:41:24 PM
Attachments: 2012-11-14-POTUS_Letter.pdf

I think you are already on this email list, yes?
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:40 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
 
FYI.
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
 
 
 
From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:37 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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November 14, 2012 


 


 


 


The Honorable Barack Obama 


President of the United States 


The White House 


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 


Washington, DC 20500 


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


Congratulations on your election victory.  The American people have made their decision 


and Republican governors stand ready to work with your Administration on issues of critical 


importance to our states and the nation.  Our American political system once again showed the 


world democracy in action, where policy differences are debated in the public arena and settled 


with one vote per person.  We wish you well and are hopeful that you and the Congress will 


promptly address the crushing problems of debt, unemployment, and spending reform by the end 


of the year to create certainty for the states and businesses.  


 


We write today on behalf of the 29 Republican governors and two governor-elects 


representing 60 percent of the states, with an urgent matter related to implementation of the 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  It is clear that putting in place the new 


programs you championed will be an enormous strain on state governments and budgets, as well 


as the federal government.  From the financial obligations and complex technicalities to ensuring 


the healthcare workforce and infrastructure will be in place to meet the new demand, the 


timeframe and many of the provisions in the PPACA are simply unworkable.  With the pending 


deadline of November 16 for governors to make a decision on state based health insurance 


exchanges, we ask you to push back the date until your team has answered the numerous 
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previous questions for governors and other groups, and promulgated the final regulations, so that 


all stakeholders have had the opportunity to comment, and those comments have been 


incorporated into a final rule.  The guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date 


only for the election of a partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.  


 


The PPACA, as written, requires many changes, but most immediate are the 


implementation deadlines for the health insurance exchange models.  While the January deadline 


to certify if a state is prepared to implement a state based exchange is statutory, most other 


deadlines are written within the discretion of the United States Department of Health and Human 


Services (HHS). Other than the minor amendments made last Friday, to date, HHS has been 


unwilling to establish a more manageable timeline.  The rulemaking process has been unduly 


condensed, and in some cases, important rules have not been promulgated at all. Rather, the 


administrative guidance that has been shared holds limited legal authority for states or the federal 


government.   


 


States are struggling with many unanswered questions and are not able to make 


comprehensive far-reaching decisions prudently.  In the past months, we have sent letters with 


many specific questions to help us make an informed choice, and our letters have been generally 


ignored.  Many important questions remain unanswered as the deadlines loom. We include our 


previous letters as an attachment.   


 


Also, the clear truth is that the PPACA does not contain much-needed Medicaid or 


Medicare reform designed to control costs.  As you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we 


move forward on health reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare 


or Medicaid to increase the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  


And let us repeat this principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very 


difficult for us to expand coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it 


is we can’t simply put more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.”  We governors, 


facing crushing Medicaid budget pressure from Medicaid before PPACA implementation, 


wholeheartedly agree with your statement. Expansion without reform is not responsible and 


would bust the state budgets. With the Supreme Court striking the punitive provisions of PPACA 


to penalize states that do not expand, we renew our pleas for an honest discussion on reform, 


flexibility, and waivers to allow governors to manage Medicaid costs better.   


  


As has been stated many times, before making any final policy decisions, governors must 


carefully consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and 


the consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs. 


In the near term, we need to better understand how the federal government will implement a 


federal exchange as it is clear most states will not be ready on their own.  We also have concerns 


about future cost shifting to states, and need certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which 


are biennial budgets.  We also remain very apprehensive about the unsustainable deficits and 
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national debt, and the reality that imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute 


dramatically to an increase in both.   


 


Lastly, we respectfully request that you meet as soon as possible with a group of concerned 


governors, Republicans and Democrats.  We wish to discuss our specific proposals for Medicaid 


reform that we sent you in August 2011, as you work with the Congress to address the fiscal cliff 


the country faces. We hope you can appreciate the real challenges all states face in implementing 


the PPACA under compressed schedules with insufficient information to make good decisions.   


 


Mr. President, again, congratulations on your team’s impressive victory.  We all look 


forward to working together.  


 


 


Sincerely,  


 


 


 


 


Governor Bob McDonnell      Governor Bobby Jindal 


Commonwealth of Virginia      State of Louisiana  


 


 


 


 


Enclosure 


CC: Republican Governors  
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Healthcare Exchanges: 


 


1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-


opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 


ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 


with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 


 


2) When will final rules be issued on essential health benefits, actuarial value and rating 


areas? 


 


3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for other areas of implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme 


Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 


enrollment functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a 


partnership exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal 


exchange? Can you confirm that states will be able to switch from a federal model to a 


partnership or state model until 2019 and that funding will be available to enable that 


transition? 


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates and how state and federal 


systems are expected to link.  How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated 


healthcare exchanges be sustained? 


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 


use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 


adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 


much will it be? 


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 


procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 


have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 


our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 


money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 


makes more sense for a particular state. 


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 


start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 
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8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 


contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 


regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released? 


 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 


will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 


allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 


to appropriate money? 


 


10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 


their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 


either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 


risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 


subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 


 


12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 


reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 


for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 


the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 


not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 


shrinking? 


 


13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 


are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 


insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 


Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered),advance tax credits for 


individual and Small Business Health Options Program(SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 


leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 


programs?  


 


14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of  


Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certify multi-state plans that must be 


included in every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements 


and timeline for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very 


disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 
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15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 


pool or an exchange? 


 


16) How do states with a federal exchange ensure that Web Based Entities (WBE) are an 


option in their state? 


 


17) Will HHS and the United States Department of the Treasury offset the advance payments 


of premium assistance tax credits to issuers for an applicant’s outstanding tax, alimony, 


and/or child support debts?   


 


18) Will state-based exchanges have the flexibility to retroactively adjust past due premium 


amounts for interim changes in income?   


 


19) How will  the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIO) handle 


Qualifed Health Plans (QHP) to Medicare transitions to prevent enrollee confusion and 


the potential for unpaid QHP premiums due to the enrollee not terminating the QHP 


timely?  


 


20) How will CCIIO minimize the adverse impact of its overly-broad employer notice 


requirement?  


 


Medicaid: 


 


1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics? 


 


2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 


medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for newly covered populations? 


 


3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100%FPL) 


years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 


 


4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 


current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 


away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 


1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 


requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 


chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 
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5) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 


included in MAGI? 


 


6) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 


chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 


 


7) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 


encourage personal responsibility cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 


high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 


choice? 


 


8) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 


needed reforms? 


 


9) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 


crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 


individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 


individuals? 


 


10) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion? 


 


11) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 


based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 


regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 


decrease in its uninsured population, will the remaining states absorb the full reduction? 


In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 


expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 


uninsured/uncompensated care services?  


 


12) What assurance can states be provided the federal share will be 100 % for the first 3 years 


and 90% into perpetuity?   If the 90% federal match for the expanded population is ever 


reduced, will states be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks.  


Likewise, if the existing match for the current Medicaid population is reduced, will states 


be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks? 


 


13)  How much nationwide will Medicaid expansion contribute to annual federal deficits and 


the national debt? 
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14) Will the Administration approve waivers that will allow states to use limited financial 


incentives to encourage appropriate utilization of services and reduce costs to both the 


state and the federal government? 
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July 10, 2012 


 


 


The Honorable Barack Obama 


President of the United States 


The White House 


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 


Washington, DC 20500 


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


On June 28 the United States Supreme Court ruled in National Federation of Independent 


Business vs. Sebelius that the Medicaid expansion provisions in the Patient Protection and 


Affordable Care Act (PPACA) were unconstitutionally coercive of state sovereignty.   


 


Despite the ruling which upheld the individual mandate as a tax, we have written before 


and continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously flawed both conceptually and 


technically. It favors dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the 


private insurance market. In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely 


lead to the disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new 


federal subsidies anticipated that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal 


budget deficits and record national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid 


expansions.  For most governors, Medicaid growth even before PPACA, was exorbitant, and 


consuming an even larger share of state budgets. 


 


Three years ago, you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we move forward on health 


reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase 


the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  And let me repeat this 


principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand 
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coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put 


more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.” 


 


Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the 


states, would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system.  Three 


years ago, you stated clearly that would be a mistake.  We fully agree.  Today, states have less 


flexibility over the administration of the program, even though some states pay a share of the 


cost equal to that of the federal government.  Governors of both parties, who are the primary 


managers of Medicaid delivery in our states, were not invited to engage in meaningful dialogue 


with your administration in 2010 when the PPACA was drafted-- and ultimately passed--- on a 


party-line vote.    


 


We are still waiting for the real tools and flexibility we need to reform Medicaid and 


lower costs as you promised.  Last year, Republican governors stressed the need to reform 


Medicaid, and we put forward 31 specific policy ideas to achieve that goal. We sent you and the 


Congressional leadership the detailed plan documents to craft such reforms. Since we received 


virtually no response from you, we are enclosing another copy for your team to review. We now 


renew our call for Medicaid reform.   


 


PPACA uses Medicaid as the vehicle for expansion because it would be cheaper for the 


federal government through cost-shifting to the states.  Despite promises of higher federal 


matches for the expansion populations, we also cannot ignore the policies proposed by your 


Administration that would cut the enhanced match rate for newly eligibles. 


 


While overall spending on health care has slowed, the cost of health care has not.  


Spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason—the lingering recession that has cost jobs and 


thus lost health coverage.  According to the most recent federal government projections, the 


number of individuals without health insurance will have increased from 42.7 million in 2008 to 


48.6 million in 2013. 


 


While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, 


states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the 


Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully 


consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the 


consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  


 


The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs remains 


significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources available to states to spend on 


other meaningful priorities like education, the environment, public safety and infrastructure. 


Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed by 


PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing share of state 
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budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid without reform would do 


anything other than put more strain on state budgets and the taxpayers, especially when 


considering that many pernicious provisions that curtail state flexibility remain. 


 


While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining whether a 


Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face other PPACA-related 


decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-insurance exchange or accept the default 


of a federal exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being 


tasked with shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  


 


If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it 


is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do not 


qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon the authors of PPACA and your 


Administration to detail precisely how you intend to address this situation.   


 


We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully functional 


exchanges in place by the fall of 2013 in order for millions of Americans to be able to purchase 


coverage beginning January 2014.  We respectfully request the Administration provide the 


detailed work plan that demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the 


responsible course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do not 


understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits 


already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the 


past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion. 


 


The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for 


decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken 


the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical questions that must have answers before 


states can determine best how to proceed in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task 


with a sense of great responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and 


complete knowledge of all the implications of our decision. 


 


Healthcare Exchanges:  


 


1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised 


and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme 


Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to 


interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 


 


2) When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health 


benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued? 
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3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court 


ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 


enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing 


a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a 


federal exchange?   


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long 


term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained? 


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a 


charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax 


credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance 


programs. 


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? 


The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal 


exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange 


is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will 


be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a 


federal exchange makes more sense for a particular state. 


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to 


have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 


 


8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal 


government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when 


will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be 


released? 


 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate 


money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment provisions 


of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without 


Congressional action to appropriate money.   


 


10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants 


if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase 
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taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an 


exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, 


and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 


 


12) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange 


implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid 


eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others do 


not? 


 


13) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the 


law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people 


will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and 


smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how would 


you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy 


insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking? 


 


14) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to 


improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs. Will 


that funding continue?     


 


15) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, 


states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for 


all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the 


Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), 


advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program 


(SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the table.  What 


about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able to create an 


eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism? 


 


16) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of 


Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be 


included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the 


requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules can 


be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 


 


17) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high 


risk pool or an exchange? 
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Medicaid 


 


1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics? 


 


2) Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be 


participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange 


declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be implemented 


simultaneously in January 2014. 


 


3) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced 


federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly covered” 


populations?  


 


4) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% 


FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 


 


5) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to 


the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal 


match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the 


MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to 


comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion 


funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 


 


6) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, 


are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional 


Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA.   


 


7) Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to MAGI 


for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand to the 


optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility criteria to the 


MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria? 


 


8) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but 


then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 


 


9) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population 


that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the 
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use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at 


the state’s choice?  


 


10) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input 


on the needed reforms? 


 


11) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not 


committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be 


exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical 


services given to these individuals?  


 


12) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  


 


13) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a 


methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will 


HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that 


does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the 


full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as 


part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs 


for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 


 


There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from 


your Administration.  With just 18 months until the anticipated implementation date of 


PPACA, we would appreciate prompt answers. 


 


Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We 


look forward to learning from your responses.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
 


Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman 


Commonwealth of Virginia 
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September 27, 2012 
 


The Honorable Barack Obama  


President of the United States  


The White House  


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  


Washington, DC 20500  


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


On July 10, 2012, I submitted to you a letter that detailed 30 questions from Republican 


governors regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). We continue to 


wait for answers to most of our questions, and while your administration responded to some of 


them, the answers were not substantial enough to take responsible action. Today, we write again, 


hoping that more information will be provided.  


 


As stated several times before, we continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously 


flawed both conceptually and technically. Our explanation isn’t new, we believe the law favors 


dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the private insurance market. 


In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely lead to the disruption or 


discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new federal subsidies anticipated 


that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal budget deficits and record 


national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid expansions. For most governors, 


Medicaid growth even before PPACA was exorbitant and consuming a growing share of state 


budgets. While we strive to balance our budgets at the state level, we do not understand how the 


federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits already over $1 


trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an 


outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion.  


 


For emphasis, we will again repeat that we wish you would have stood by your statement three 


years ago when you correctly told Senate Democrats, ―[a]s we move forward on health reform, 


it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase the rolls, 
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to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform. And let me repeat this principle: 


If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand coverage. 


These two things go hand in hand. Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put more people 


into a broken system that doesn’t work. 


 


Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the states, 


would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system. A system that 


lacks real tools and flexibility to afford states the opportunity to be creative and implement true 


Medicaid reforms. Twice now, we have sent you and Congressional leadership the detailed plan 


documents to craft such reforms. We continue to wait for a response and have enclosed yet 


another copy for your team to review.  


 


While believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, states continue to 


confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the Supreme Court 


decision. Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short 


and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of 


significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  


 


In addition to determining whether Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, 


states face other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state-based health-


insurance exchange, enter into a partnership exchange or accept the default of a federal 


exchange. As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with 


shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  


 


We respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that demonstrates how 


the aggressive deadlines for the creation of a federally-facilitated health insurance exchange 


deadlines will be met. If they cannot be met, the responsible course would be for HHS to level 


with us and the American people.  


 


The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for decades 


to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken the liberty 


of listing below some of the critical questions that must have answers before states can determine 


best how to proceed. You will notice that of the 30 questions originally put forward in the July 


10 letter, the vast majority remain unanswered. 


 


Healthcare Exchanges:  


 


1)  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and 


re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 


ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 


with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations?  
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2) When will preliminary and subsequent final rules be issued on essential health benefits, 


actuarial value and rating areas be issued?  


 


3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court ruling 


and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment 


functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership 


exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange?  


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long term 


funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained?  


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 


use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 


adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 


much will it be?  


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 


procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 


have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 


our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 


money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 


makes more sense for a particular state.  


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 


start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.  


 


8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 


contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 


regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?  


 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 


will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 


allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 


to appropriate money?  
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10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 


their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 


either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 


risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case?  


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 


subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states?  


 


12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 


reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 


for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 


the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 


not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 


shrinking?  


 


13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 


are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 


insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 


Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for 


individual and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 


leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 


programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social service 


programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?  


 


14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel 


Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be included in 


every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline 


for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s 


insurance market.  


 


15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 


pool or an exchange?  


 


Medicaid  
1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics?  
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2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 


medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for ―newly covered‖ populations?  


 


3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% FPL) 


years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?  


 


4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 


current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 


away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 


1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 


requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 


chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective?  


 


5) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, are 


you going to issue rules and guidance in time for implementation? Do you plan on 


extending it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional Republicans have 


expressed opposition to any funding for PPACA.  


 


6) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 


included in MAGI?  


 


7) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 


chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?  


 


8) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 


encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 


high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 


choice? 


 


9) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 


needed reforms?  


 


10) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 


crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 


individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 


individuals?  
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11) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  


 


12) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 


based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 


regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 


decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the full reduction? In 


addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 


expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 


uninsured/uncompensated care services?  


 


There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from your 


Administration. With just 15 months until the anticipated implementation date of PPACA, we 


would appreciate prompt answers.  


 


Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We look 


forward to learning from your responses.  


 


Sincerely,  


 
 


Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman  


Commonwealth of Virginia 
 







CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-839
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on

Healthcare
RGA Chairman Governor Bob McDonnell and Governor Bobby Jindal sent a letter today to
President Obama asking him to extend the deadline for choosing a health insurance exchange
and requesting a meeting with him to discuss the many state responsibilities required under
the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and the lack of guidance provide by his
Administration thus far.
 
In order to be compliant with federal guidance states must decide whether or not they will
choose to move forward with a state based healthcare exchange by November 16.  The
guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date only for the election of a
partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.
 
As it stands, current guidance contains numerous instances where it mentions that further
rulemaking or guidance will be issued, making it difficult for states to make the best decision
for their unique populations.  In addition, last Thursday, HHS submitted two proposed
regulations to OMB, hinting that the Administration had the information necessary for states
to make their decisions but was waiting until after the election to release. 
 
 “The lack of a complete and open rulemaking process and the deficit of information being
shared with states have created a virtual roadblock for governors, who must decipher what
type of exchange is appropriate for their state,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell. “We
are asking for the President to intervene with HHS, push the deadline and engage directly
with governors of both parties in a serious dialogue about healthcare exchanges and overall
healthcare reform in our states.” 
 
In their letter, the governors’ wrote: “As has been stated many times, before making any final
policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications of
an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly increasing the size of
government to manage these programs. In the near term, we need to better understand how
the federal government will implement a federal exchange as it is clear most states will not
be ready on their own.  We also have concerns about future cost shifting to states, and need
certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which are biennial budgets.  We also remain
very concerned about the unsustainable deficits and national debt, and the reality that
imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute dramatically to an increase in both.” 
 In August of 2011, the Republican governors submitted 31 specific solutions for Medicaid
reform to improve the delivery of service and reduce costs for the federal government and
states. When healthcare reform was discussed in 2010 and PPACA ultimately passed, no
governor was invited to provide input into the nation’s healthcare overhaul.
“The American people want Republicans and Democrats to work together to move our
country forward, and we ask the President and his Cabinet to work with governors to
honestly address the real concerns we have about the health care law and our nation’s
healthcare system as a whole,” said Governor Bobby Jindal.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: FW: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
Date: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:41:24 PM
Attachments: 2012-11-14-POTUS_Letter.pdf

I think you are already on this email list, yes?
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov

 
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:40 PM
To: Marie Sanderson
Cc: Dustin Huffman
Subject: FW: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
 
FYI.
 
Thank you,
Marie
 
 
Marie Thomas Sanderson
Policy Director
Republican Governors Association (RGA)
MSanderson@rga.org
Republican Governors Public Policy Committee (RGPPC)
MSanderson@rgppc.org
Office (202) 464- 8556
Cell (601) 946-4529
 
 
 
From: Mike Schrimpf 
Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2012 1:37 PM
To: Mike Schrimpf
Subject: RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on Healthcare
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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November 14, 2012 


 


 


 


The Honorable Barack Obama 


President of the United States 


The White House 


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 


Washington, DC 20500 


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


Congratulations on your election victory.  The American people have made their decision 


and Republican governors stand ready to work with your Administration on issues of critical 


importance to our states and the nation.  Our American political system once again showed the 


world democracy in action, where policy differences are debated in the public arena and settled 


with one vote per person.  We wish you well and are hopeful that you and the Congress will 


promptly address the crushing problems of debt, unemployment, and spending reform by the end 


of the year to create certainty for the states and businesses.  


 


We write today on behalf of the 29 Republican governors and two governor-elects 


representing 60 percent of the states, with an urgent matter related to implementation of the 


Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  It is clear that putting in place the new 


programs you championed will be an enormous strain on state governments and budgets, as well 


as the federal government.  From the financial obligations and complex technicalities to ensuring 


the healthcare workforce and infrastructure will be in place to meet the new demand, the 


timeframe and many of the provisions in the PPACA are simply unworkable.  With the pending 


deadline of November 16 for governors to make a decision on state based health insurance 


exchanges, we ask you to push back the date until your team has answered the numerous 
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previous questions for governors and other groups, and promulgated the final regulations, so that 


all stakeholders have had the opportunity to comment, and those comments have been 


incorporated into a final rule.  The guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date 


only for the election of a partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.  


 


The PPACA, as written, requires many changes, but most immediate are the 


implementation deadlines for the health insurance exchange models.  While the January deadline 


to certify if a state is prepared to implement a state based exchange is statutory, most other 


deadlines are written within the discretion of the United States Department of Health and Human 


Services (HHS). Other than the minor amendments made last Friday, to date, HHS has been 


unwilling to establish a more manageable timeline.  The rulemaking process has been unduly 


condensed, and in some cases, important rules have not been promulgated at all. Rather, the 


administrative guidance that has been shared holds limited legal authority for states or the federal 


government.   


 


States are struggling with many unanswered questions and are not able to make 


comprehensive far-reaching decisions prudently.  In the past months, we have sent letters with 


many specific questions to help us make an informed choice, and our letters have been generally 


ignored.  Many important questions remain unanswered as the deadlines loom. We include our 


previous letters as an attachment.   


 


Also, the clear truth is that the PPACA does not contain much-needed Medicaid or 


Medicare reform designed to control costs.  As you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we 


move forward on health reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare 


or Medicaid to increase the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  


And let us repeat this principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very 


difficult for us to expand coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it 


is we can’t simply put more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.”  We governors, 


facing crushing Medicaid budget pressure from Medicaid before PPACA implementation, 


wholeheartedly agree with your statement. Expansion without reform is not responsible and 


would bust the state budgets. With the Supreme Court striking the punitive provisions of PPACA 


to penalize states that do not expand, we renew our pleas for an honest discussion on reform, 


flexibility, and waivers to allow governors to manage Medicaid costs better.   


  


As has been stated many times, before making any final policy decisions, governors must 


carefully consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and 


the consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs. 


In the near term, we need to better understand how the federal government will implement a 


federal exchange as it is clear most states will not be ready on their own.  We also have concerns 


about future cost shifting to states, and need certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which 


are biennial budgets.  We also remain very apprehensive about the unsustainable deficits and 
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national debt, and the reality that imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute 


dramatically to an increase in both.   


 


Lastly, we respectfully request that you meet as soon as possible with a group of concerned 


governors, Republicans and Democrats.  We wish to discuss our specific proposals for Medicaid 


reform that we sent you in August 2011, as you work with the Congress to address the fiscal cliff 


the country faces. We hope you can appreciate the real challenges all states face in implementing 


the PPACA under compressed schedules with insufficient information to make good decisions.   


 


Mr. President, again, congratulations on your team’s impressive victory.  We all look 


forward to working together.  


 


 


Sincerely,  


 


 


 


 


Governor Bob McDonnell      Governor Bobby Jindal 


Commonwealth of Virginia      State of Louisiana  


 


 


 


 


Enclosure 


CC: Republican Governors  
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Healthcare Exchanges: 


 


1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and re-


opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 


ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 


with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 


 


2) When will final rules be issued on essential health benefits, actuarial value and rating 


areas? 


 


3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for other areas of implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme 


Court ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 


enrollment functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a 


partnership exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal 


exchange? Can you confirm that states will be able to switch from a federal model to a 


partnership or state model until 2019 and that funding will be available to enable that 


transition? 


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates and how state and federal 


systems are expected to link.  How will the long term funding of the federally-facilitated 


healthcare exchanges be sustained? 


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 


use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 


adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 


much will it be? 


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 


procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 


have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 


our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 


money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 


makes more sense for a particular state. 


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 


start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 
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8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 


contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 


regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released? 


 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 


will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 


allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 


to appropriate money? 


 


10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 


their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 


either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 


risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 


subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 


 


12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 


reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 


for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 


the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 


not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 


shrinking? 


 


13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 


are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 


insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 


Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered),advance tax credits for 


individual and Small Business Health Options Program(SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 


leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 


programs?  


 


14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of  


Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certify multi-state plans that must be 


included in every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements 


and timeline for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very 


disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 
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15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 


pool or an exchange? 


 


16) How do states with a federal exchange ensure that Web Based Entities (WBE) are an 


option in their state? 


 


17) Will HHS and the United States Department of the Treasury offset the advance payments 


of premium assistance tax credits to issuers for an applicant’s outstanding tax, alimony, 


and/or child support debts?   


 


18) Will state-based exchanges have the flexibility to retroactively adjust past due premium 


amounts for interim changes in income?   


 


19) How will  the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIO) handle 


Qualifed Health Plans (QHP) to Medicare transitions to prevent enrollee confusion and 


the potential for unpaid QHP premiums due to the enrollee not terminating the QHP 


timely?  


 


20) How will CCIIO minimize the adverse impact of its overly-broad employer notice 


requirement?  


 


Medicaid: 


 


1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics? 


 


2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 


medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for newly covered populations? 


 


3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100%FPL) 


years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 


 


4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 


current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 


away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 


1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 


requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 


chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 
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5) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 


included in MAGI? 


 


6) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 


chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 


 


7) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 


encourage personal responsibility cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 


high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 


choice? 


 


8) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 


needed reforms? 


 


9) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 


crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 


individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 


individuals? 


 


10) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion? 


 


11) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 


based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 


regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 


decrease in its uninsured population, will the remaining states absorb the full reduction? 


In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 


expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 


uninsured/uncompensated care services?  


 


12) What assurance can states be provided the federal share will be 100 % for the first 3 years 


and 90% into perpetuity?   If the 90% federal match for the expanded population is ever 


reduced, will states be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks.  


Likewise, if the existing match for the current Medicaid population is reduced, will states 


be able to repeal the expansion without penalty or clawbacks? 


 


13)  How much nationwide will Medicaid expansion contribute to annual federal deficits and 


the national debt? 
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14) Will the Administration approve waivers that will allow states to use limited financial 


incentives to encourage appropriate utilization of services and reduce costs to both the 


state and the federal government? 
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July 10, 2012 


 


 


The Honorable Barack Obama 


President of the United States 


The White House 


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 


Washington, DC 20500 


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


On June 28 the United States Supreme Court ruled in National Federation of Independent 


Business vs. Sebelius that the Medicaid expansion provisions in the Patient Protection and 


Affordable Care Act (PPACA) were unconstitutionally coercive of state sovereignty.   


 


Despite the ruling which upheld the individual mandate as a tax, we have written before 


and continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously flawed both conceptually and 


technically. It favors dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the 


private insurance market. In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely 


lead to the disruption or discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new 


federal subsidies anticipated that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal 


budget deficits and record national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid 


expansions.  For most governors, Medicaid growth even before PPACA, was exorbitant, and 


consuming an even larger share of state budgets. 


 


Three years ago, you correctly told Senate Democrats, “[a]s we move forward on health 


reform, it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase 


the rolls, to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform.  And let me repeat this 


principle: If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand 
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coverage.  These two things go hand in hand.  Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put 


more people into a broken system that doesn’t work.” 


 


Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the 


states, would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system.  Three 


years ago, you stated clearly that would be a mistake.  We fully agree.  Today, states have less 


flexibility over the administration of the program, even though some states pay a share of the 


cost equal to that of the federal government.  Governors of both parties, who are the primary 


managers of Medicaid delivery in our states, were not invited to engage in meaningful dialogue 


with your administration in 2010 when the PPACA was drafted-- and ultimately passed--- on a 


party-line vote.    


 


We are still waiting for the real tools and flexibility we need to reform Medicaid and 


lower costs as you promised.  Last year, Republican governors stressed the need to reform 


Medicaid, and we put forward 31 specific policy ideas to achieve that goal. We sent you and the 


Congressional leadership the detailed plan documents to craft such reforms. Since we received 


virtually no response from you, we are enclosing another copy for your team to review. We now 


renew our call for Medicaid reform.   


 


PPACA uses Medicaid as the vehicle for expansion because it would be cheaper for the 


federal government through cost-shifting to the states.  Despite promises of higher federal 


matches for the expansion populations, we also cannot ignore the policies proposed by your 


Administration that would cut the enhanced match rate for newly eligibles. 


 


While overall spending on health care has slowed, the cost of health care has not.  


Spending has slowed, but for the wrong reason—the lingering recession that has cost jobs and 


thus lost health coverage.  According to the most recent federal government projections, the 


number of individuals without health insurance will have increased from 42.7 million in 2008 to 


48.6 million in 2013. 


 


While we continue to believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, 


states now confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the 


Supreme Court decision.   Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully 


consider the short and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the 


consequences of significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  


 


The states’ burden of the expansion population as well as administrative costs remains 


significant.  Increased spending on Medicaid crowds out resources available to states to spend on 


other meaningful priorities like education, the environment, public safety and infrastructure. 


Moreover, even before increasing the Medicaid-eligible population as prescribed by 


PPACA, Medicaid has been on an unsustainable path, comprising a growing share of state 
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budgets every year.  It is difficult to see how expanding Medicaid without reform would do 


anything other than put more strain on state budgets and the taxpayers, especially when 


considering that many pernicious provisions that curtail state flexibility remain. 


 


While the Supreme Court decision focused on the states’ role in determining whether a 


Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, states also face other PPACA-related 


decisions, like whether to establish a state based health-insurance exchange or accept the default 


of a federal exchange.  As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being 


tasked with shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  


 


If states determine that a Medicaid expansion is not in the best interests of its citizens, it 


is likely that there will be a significant gap in coverage for low-income individuals who do not 


qualify for tax credits.  We believe it is incumbent upon the authors of PPACA and your 


Administration to detail precisely how you intend to address this situation.   


 


We also believe that it is unlikely that the federal government will have fully functional 


exchanges in place by the fall of 2013 in order for millions of Americans to be able to purchase 


coverage beginning January 2014.  We respectfully request the Administration provide the 


detailed work plan that demonstrates these deadlines will be met.  If they cannot be met, the 


responsible course would be for HHS to level with us and the American people.  We also do not 


understand how the federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits 


already over $1 trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the 


past 3 years to an outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion. 


 


The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for 


decades to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken 


the liberty of compiling below just some of the critical questions that must have answers before 


states can determine best how to proceed in light of the Court’s decision. We undertake this task 


with a sense of great responsibility, and resolve to only move forward when we have full and 


complete knowledge of all the implications of our decision. 


 


Healthcare Exchanges:  


 


1) Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised 


and re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme 


Court ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to 


interface with Medicaid)? What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations? 


 


2) When will either additional guidance or actual rules be issued on essential health 


benefits, actuarial value and rating areas be issued? 
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3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014.  Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court 


ruling and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and 


enrollment functions?  In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing 


a partnership exchange?  Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a 


federal exchange?   


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long 


term funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained? 


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a 


charge and by how much to use the federal data hub, advance premium tax 


credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk adjustment and transitional reinsurance 


programs. 


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? 


The procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal 


exchange have not been released.  It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange 


is better for our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will 


be.  Taking grant money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a 


federal exchange makes more sense for a particular state. 


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to 


have to start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work. 


 


8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal 


government contribute now and in the future?  For the federal exchange states, when 


will the regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be 


released? 


 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate 


money will seek to defund exchanges. Please explain how the enactment provisions 


of the law allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without 


Congressional action to appropriate money.   


 


10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants 


if their exchange is not financially viable after 2015?  Can a state refuse to increase 
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taxes on either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an 


exchange at risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case? 


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, 


and subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better?  Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states? 


 


12) What impact will changes to the Medicaid expansion have on exchange 


implementation? The federal exchange is currently structured to provide Medicaid 


eligibility determination. How will this work if some states participate and others do 


not? 


 


13) Last month the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pointed out a provision in the 


law that reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people 


will qualify for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and 


smaller subsidy. Does the Administration support that change, and if so, how would 


you pay for it? If you do not, why do you think people should be forced to buy 


insurance if federal subsidies are shrinking? 


 


14) CMS has released 90/10 funding under ARRA and HITECH in order for states to 


improve their eligibility systems for Medicaid and other social service programs. Will 


that funding continue?     


 


15) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, 


states are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for 


all of the insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the 


Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), 


advance tax credits for individual and Small Business Health Options Program 


(SHOP) exchange enrollees.  This leaves another major question on the table.  What 


about all of the other social service programs? Will states still be able to create an 


eligibility system for all social service programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism? 


 


16) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of 


Personnel Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be 


included in every exchange, when will the rules be released detailing the 


requirements and timeline for multi-state plans. How OPM structures these rules can 


be very disruptive to a state’s insurance market. 


 


17) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high 


risk pool or an exchange? 
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Medicaid 


 


1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics? 


 


2) Is there a deadline for letting the federal government know if a state will be 


participating in the Medicaid expansion? How does that relate to the exchange 


declaration deadline? The two programs are currently scheduled to be implemented 


simultaneously in January 2014. 


 


3) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced 


federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for “newly covered” 


populations?  


 


4) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% 


FPL) years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP? 


 


5) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to 


the current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal 


match goes away, can we drop out of the expansion program?  Will you waive the 


MOE under your 1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to 


comply with MOE requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion 


funding, if a state chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective? 


 


6) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, 


are you going to extend it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional 


Republicans have expressed opposition to any funded for PPACA.   


 


7) Will states still be required to convert their income counting methodology to MAGI 


for purposes of determining eligibility regardless of whether they expand to the 


optional adult group?  If so, how do states link the categorical eligibility criteria to the 


MAGI? How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria? 


 


8) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but 


then chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population? 


 


9) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population 


that encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the 
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use of high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at 


the state’s choice?  


 


10) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009?  When can states give further input 


on the needed reforms? 


 


11) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not 


committed a crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be 


exempt from the individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical 


services given to these individuals?  


 


12) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  


 


13) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a 


methodology based in the reduction in the number of uninsured.  One, when will 


HHS issue the regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that 


does not see a decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the 


full reduction?  In addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as 


part of the optional expansion?  Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs 


for services to the uninsured/uncompensated care services? 


 


There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from 


your Administration.  With just 18 months until the anticipated implementation date of 


PPACA, we would appreciate prompt answers. 


 


Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We 


look forward to learning from your responses.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
 


Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman 


Commonwealth of Virginia 
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September 27, 2012 
 


The Honorable Barack Obama  


President of the United States  


The White House  


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  


Washington, DC 20500  


 


Dear President Obama:  


 


On July 10, 2012, I submitted to you a letter that detailed 30 questions from Republican 


governors regarding the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). We continue to 


wait for answers to most of our questions, and while your administration responded to some of 


them, the answers were not substantial enough to take responsible action. Today, we write again, 


hoping that more information will be provided.  


 


As stated several times before, we continue to maintain that the PPACA remains seriously 


flawed both conceptually and technically. Our explanation isn’t new, we believe the law favors 


dependency over personal responsibility and will ultimately destroy the private insurance market. 


In its current form, the law will increase health care costs and likely lead to the disruption or 


discontinuation of millions of Americans’ insurance plans. The new federal subsidies anticipated 


that enable exchanges are unaffordable given the crushing federal budget deficits and record 


national debt, and states cannot afford significant Medicaid expansions. For most governors, 


Medicaid growth even before PPACA was exorbitant and consuming a growing share of state 


budgets. While we strive to balance our budgets at the state level, we do not understand how the 


federal government can begin to afford to implement PPACA, with deficits already over $1 


trillion in every year of your presidency, and the debt growing $5 trillion in the past 3 years to an 


outrageous record of nearly $16 trillion.  


 


For emphasis, we will again repeat that we wish you would have stood by your statement three 


years ago when you correctly told Senate Democrats, ―[a]s we move forward on health reform, 


it is not sufficient for us to simply add more people to Medicare or Medicaid to increase the rolls, 
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to increase coverage in the absence of cost controls and reform. And let me repeat this principle: 


If we don’t get control over costs, then it is going to be very difficult for us to expand coverage. 


These two things go hand in hand. Another way of putting it is we can’t simply put more people 


into a broken system that doesn’t work. 


 


Unfortunately, that is precisely what has been done—PPACA, if implemented by the states, 


would put more people, 16-20 million individuals, into a broken Medicaid system. A system that 


lacks real tools and flexibility to afford states the opportunity to be creative and implement true 


Medicaid reforms. Twice now, we have sent you and Congressional leadership the detailed plan 


documents to craft such reforms. We continue to wait for a response and have enclosed yet 


another copy for your team to review.  


 


While believe the best option is to fully repeal and replace the PPACA, states continue to 


confront numerous deadlines and face major policy decisions in the wake of the Supreme Court 


decision. Before making any final policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short 


and long-term implications of an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of 


significantly increasing the size of government to manage these programs.  


 


In addition to determining whether Medicaid expansion is in the best interest of its citizens, 


states face other PPACA-related decisions, like whether to establish a state-based health-


insurance exchange, enter into a partnership exchange or accept the default of a federal 


exchange. As the exchange issue is currently interpreted, states are essentially being tasked with 


shouldering all the responsibility without any authority.  


 


We respectfully request the Administration provide the detailed work plan that demonstrates how 


the aggressive deadlines for the creation of a federally-facilitated health insurance exchange 


deadlines will be met. If they cannot be met, the responsible course would be for HHS to level 


with us and the American people.  


 


The consequences of governors’ decisions will impact our states – and the nation – for decades 


to come, so we must have all the information needed to choose wisely. We have taken the liberty 


of listing below some of the critical questions that must have answers before states can determine 


best how to proceed. You will notice that of the 30 questions originally put forward in the July 


10 letter, the vast majority remain unanswered. 


 


Healthcare Exchanges:  


 


1)  Please provide a complete list of regulations that will have to be reviewed, revised and 


re-opened for public comment prior to implementation as a result of the Supreme Court 


ruling (e.g., the Medicaid eligibility regulations, exchange regulations related to interface 


with Medicaid). What is the schedule for re-issuing these regulations?  
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2) When will preliminary and subsequent final rules be issued on essential health benefits, 


actuarial value and rating areas be issued?  


 


3) The federal government has already extended deadlines for applying for Level 1 and 


Level 2 Exchange Establishment funding into 2014. Can we expect extensions of the 


deadlines for implementation given the uncertainty caused by the Supreme Court ruling 


and the linkage between Medicaid expansion and exchange eligibility and enrollment 


functions? In addition, will the deadlines change for states implementing a partnership 


exchange? Will the deadlines be extended for states implementing a federal exchange?  


 


4) When will the details of the federal partnership options be available? These cannot be 


considered as an option without details including cost estimates. How will the long term 


funding of the federally-facilitated healthcare exchanges be sustained?  


 


5) States considering a state-based exchange need to know whether there will be a charge to 


use the federal data hub, advance premium tax credit/cost-sharing reduction service, risk 


adjustment and transitional reinsurance programs. Will there be a charge? And, if so, how 


much will it be?  


 


6) When will states learn the details of the operational systems for a federal exchange? The 


procedural, technical, and architectural requirements for linking to the federal exchange 


have not been released. It is not feasible to know if a state-based exchange is better for 


our citizens until we know what the contents of a federal exchange will be. Taking grant 


money at this time for state exchange creation may be wasted if a federal exchange 


makes more sense for a particular state.  


 


7) When will information from the establishment of a federal exchange be available for 


states to use if a state opts to build its own exchange? It is costly for each state to have to 


start from scratch and still not know how interfaces will work.  


 


8) If states choose to build a state-based exchange, what dollars will the federal government 


contribute now and in the future? For the federal exchange states, when will the 


regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on a state’s insurers be released?  


 


9) It has been widely reported that Congressional leaders who have to appropriate money 


will seek to defund exchanges. Can you explain how the enactment provisions of the law 


allow the Executive Branch to continue to fund exchanges without Congressional action 


to appropriate money?  
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10) What happens to a state that has taken exchange planning and implementation grants if 


their exchange is not financially viable after 2015? Can a state refuse to increase taxes on 


either its residents or insurers, thus putting the financial underpinning of an exchange at 


risk? What penalties does the federal government envision in this case?  


 


11) What happens if a state accepts grant money now to begin to build a state exchange, and 


subsequently determines that a federal exchange may be better? Will the federal 


government claw back these grant dollars from the states?  


 


12) The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has pointed out a provision in the law that 


reduces exchange subsidies after 2018, which means fewer and fewer people will qualify 


for subsidies, and the people who do qualify will get a smaller and smaller subsidy. Does 


the Administration support that change, and if so, how would you pay for it? If you do 


not, why do you think people should be forced to buy insurance if federal subsidies are 


shrinking?  


 


13) Alongside the considerable challenge of greatly expanding the Medicaid program, states 


are charged by the PPACA with creating a single, seamless point of entry for all of the 


insurance affordability programs affected by the Act--Medicaid, the Children’s Health 


Insurance Program (CHIP), the Basic Health Plan (where offered), advance tax credits for 


individual and Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange enrollees. This 


leaves another major question on the table. What about all of the other social service 


programs? Will states still be able to create an eligibility system for all social service 


programs under the 90/10 funding mechanism?  


 


14) In order to minimize disruptions to a state’s insurance market, The Office of Personnel 


Management (OPM) is required to certified multi-state plans that must be included in 


every exchange. When will the rules be released detailing the requirements and timeline 


for multi-state plans? How OPM structures these rules can be very disruptive to a state’s 


insurance market.  


 


15) Does the federal government intend to maintain high risk pools and how will they be 


financed? What actions will they take in a state that has opted not to operate a high risk 


pool or an exchange?  


 


Medicaid  
1) When can we expect to receive updated guidance on Medicaid expansion and related 


topics?  
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2) Will states that expand Medicaid coverage up to a level below 138% of the federal 


poverty level (FPL), for example up to 100% of FPL, still receive the enhanced federal 


medical assistance percentage (FMAP) available for ―newly covered‖ populations?  


 


3) Will states be allowed to phase in Medicaid coverage up to 138% of FPL (or 100% FPL) 


years after 2013 and still receive the enhanced FMAP?  


 


4) Does the MOE requirement apply to the expansion population or does it apply only to the 


current Medicaid population? If a state accepts the expansion, but the federal match goes 


away, can we drop out of the expansion program? Will you waive the MOE under your 


1115 waiver authority? What will be the penalties for failure to comply with MOE 


requirements? Since the MOE was a direct result of the expansion funding, if a state 


chooses not to expand is the MOE no longer effective?  


 


5) Regarding the two year increase in Medicaid reimbursement for primary care codes, are 


you going to issue rules and guidance in time for implementation? Do you plan on 


extending it? If so, how are you going to pay for it? Congressional Republicans have 


expressed opposition to any funding for PPACA.  


 


6) How will the federal exchanges utilize the state’s criteria for eligibility that will be 


included in MAGI?  


 


7) If a state expanded Medicaid through a waiver prior to enactment of the PPACA, but then 


chooses not to expand coverage further, are they still eligible for the 75% to 90% 


enhanced FMAP for the previously expanded population?  


 


8) Will the federal government support options for the Medicaid expansion population that 


encourage personal responsibility – cost sharing or accountability provisions, the use of 


high deductible plans such as Health Savings Accounts, and other options at the state’s 


choice? 


 


9) What specific plans and timeline do you have for enacting the reforms and flexibility 


options for Medicaid that you spoke of in 2009? When can states give further input on the 


needed reforms?  


 


10) You have stated that you will not deport undocumented aliens who have not committed a 


crime. You have also said that these undocumented aliens will be exempt from the 


individual mandate. How will the state be reimbursed for medical services given to these 


individuals?  
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11) Will CMS approve global waivers with an aggregate allotment, state flexibility, and 


accountability if states are willing to initiate a portion of the expansion?  


 


12) The Disproportionate Share allotments will be reduced every year with a methodology 


based in the reduction in the number of uninsured. One, when will HHS issue the 


regulations and methodology for this reduction? Two, for a state that does not see a 


decrease in its uninsured population will the remaining state absorb the full reduction? In 


addition, can a state implement a new DSH Diversion program as part of the optional 


expansion? Can a state implement new DSH Diversion programs for services to the 


uninsured/uncompensated care services?  


 


There will inevitably be more questions that will arise as additional guidance flows from your 


Administration. With just 15 months until the anticipated implementation date of PPACA, we 


would appreciate prompt answers.  


 


Thank you for your attention to this important matter facing states and the country. We look 


forward to learning from your responses.  


 


Sincerely,  


 
 


Governor Bob McDonnell, RGA Chairman  


Commonwealth of Virginia 
 







CONTACT
Mike Schrimpf, 202-367-839
mschrimpf@rga.org

 
RGA Letter to the President: Time to Engage on

Healthcare
RGA Chairman Governor Bob McDonnell and Governor Bobby Jindal sent a letter today to
President Obama asking him to extend the deadline for choosing a health insurance exchange
and requesting a meeting with him to discuss the many state responsibilities required under
the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and the lack of guidance provide by his
Administration thus far.
 
In order to be compliant with federal guidance states must decide whether or not they will
choose to move forward with a state based healthcare exchange by November 16.  The
guidance Friday from Secretary Sebelius extends the date only for the election of a
partnership exchange, and subsequently for the federal exchange.
 
As it stands, current guidance contains numerous instances where it mentions that further
rulemaking or guidance will be issued, making it difficult for states to make the best decision
for their unique populations.  In addition, last Thursday, HHS submitted two proposed
regulations to OMB, hinting that the Administration had the information necessary for states
to make their decisions but was waiting until after the election to release. 
 
 “The lack of a complete and open rulemaking process and the deficit of information being
shared with states have created a virtual roadblock for governors, who must decipher what
type of exchange is appropriate for their state,” said RGA Chairman Bob McDonnell. “We
are asking for the President to intervene with HHS, push the deadline and engage directly
with governors of both parties in a serious dialogue about healthcare exchanges and overall
healthcare reform in our states.” 
 
In their letter, the governors’ wrote: “As has been stated many times, before making any final
policy decisions, governors must carefully consider the short and long-term implications of
an expanded entitlement program and the consequences of significantly increasing the size of
government to manage these programs. In the near term, we need to better understand how
the federal government will implement a federal exchange as it is clear most states will not
be ready on their own.  We also have concerns about future cost shifting to states, and need
certainty as we prepare our budgets, many of which are biennial budgets.  We also remain
very concerned about the unsustainable deficits and national debt, and the reality that
imprudent implementation of PPACA will contribute dramatically to an increase in both.” 
 In August of 2011, the Republican governors submitted 31 specific solutions for Medicaid
reform to improve the delivery of service and reduce costs for the federal government and
states. When healthcare reform was discussed in 2010 and PPACA ultimately passed, no
governor was invited to provide input into the nation’s healthcare overhaul.
“The American people want Republicans and Democrats to work together to move our
country forward, and we ask the President and his Cabinet to work with governors to
honestly address the real concerns we have about the health care law and our nation’s
healthcare system as a whole,” said Governor Bobby Jindal.
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Subject: FW: Some Research- Dual Eligibles
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 10:22:38 PM
Attachments: OKProposal.pdf

This is the proposal for dual eligibles and it is pretty lengthy but the bottom line is mutli-
disciplinary care coordination for fully dual eligible population.  I haven’t read the whole thing but
just under 80,000 should qualify.  They are taking a three pronged approach summarized below.   
 
From: Giles, John F. 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Some Research- Dual Eligibles
 
Julie,
 
This is the proposal from OHCA on the Dual Eligible demonstration.  Phase 1 (planning grant) is
complete and has been officially sent to CMS and released for public comment.  They expect to

have their comments somewhere around July 1st.
 
It is a three prong approach:

1.       Care Coordination (18-24 months) between OHCA, CMS, and a vendor
a.       Must demonstrate saved dollars
b.      OHCA looking to release RFP if they receive funding; they already have several

statewide vendors interested
2.       PACE (but not PACE, because the eligibility requirements will differ), so I’ll call this a PACE-

lookalike
a.       OHCA is also pursuing an 1115 waiver for what they are calling ICS (Integrated Care

Sites/Services) to demonstrate Medicaid savings outside of the dual eligible project
3.       OU/Tulsa

a.       PMPM cost to provide dual eligibles with care coordination
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Financial Models to Support State Efforts to Coordinate Care for Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 


Demonstration Proposal 


Oklahoma 


Summary:  In July 2011, CMS released a State Medicaid Directors' letter regarding two new models CMS 


will test for States to better align the financing of the Medicare and Medicaid programs, and integrate 


primary, acute, behavioral health and long term supports and services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  


These two models include: 


 Capitated Model: A State, CMS, and a health plan enter into a three-way contract, and the plan 
receives a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive, coordinated care.  


 Managed Fee-for-Service Model: A State and CMS enter into an agreement by which the State 
would be eligible to benefit from savings resulting from initiatives designed to improve quality 
and reduce costs for both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


To participate, States must demonstrate their ability to meet or exceed certain CMS established 


standards and conditions in either/both of these models. These standards and conditions include factors 


such as beneficiary protections, stakeholder engagement, and network adequacy among others.  In 


order for CMS to determine whether the standards and conditions have been met, States are asked to 


submit a demonstration proposal that outlines their proposed approach for the selected financial 


model(s). The Oklahoma Health Care Authority has submitted this proposal for CMS review. 


As part of the review process, CMS will seek public comment through a 30-day notice period.  During 


this time, interested individuals or groups may submit comments to help inform CMS’ review of the 


proposal. 


CMS will make all decisions related to the implementation of proposed demonstrations following a 


thorough review of the proposal and supporting documentation. Further discussion and/or 


development of certain aspects of the demonstration (e.g., quality measures, rate methodology, etc.)  


may be required before any formal agreement is finalized.    


Publication of this proposal does not imply CMS approval of the demonstration.   


Invitation for public comment:  We welcome public input on this proposal.  To be assured 


consideration, please submit comments by 5 p.m. EDT, July 1, 2012.  You may submit comments on this 


proposal to OK-MedicareMedicaidCoordination@cms.hhs.gov. 
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 


This document is Oklahoma‘s proposal for ―State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible 


Individuals‖.  The document describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), 


Oklahoma‘s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and operate an integrated delivery system and 


payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of care for dual 


eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 


Innovation (CMMI), Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state‘s 


dual eligible population.   
 


1) Oklahoma‘s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery 


mechanisms for Medicare and Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma‘s 


dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an interdisciplinary care team, this 


approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member‘s care.  This level of 


integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by 


SoonerCare and Medicare.  Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks 


to improve member access to appropriate services, integrate a comprehensive range of services for 


individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 


2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), 


the second approach to care integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care 


coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care 


coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 


management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the 


development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, 


and e) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.  
 


3) Oklahoma‘s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated 


Care Sites (ICS) demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of 


All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) model, while making some modifications to the existing 


PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to benefit from the proven 


high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 


demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the 


PACE model. 
 


Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 


In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has 


designed a model of care coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the 


target population by improving care management and access, while reducing costs by improving 


efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has historically 


been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 


The OHCA care coordination program known as ―SoonerCare Silver‖ aims to improve the integration of 


care by adding care coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently 


receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the 


member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure the member is receiving all 


the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
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work collectively to develop and implement the member‘s action plan to achieve a positive health 


outcome.   
 


Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 


Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ 


subset/etc.) 
All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 


Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service 


areas) 
Statewide  


Summary of Covered Benefits  


Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health 


benefits, care coordination services will be offered to 


the eligible full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   


Financing Model Fee-for-Service 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 


detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:  September 2011 thru 


March 2012 


Workgroup meetings: October  2011 thru February 


2012 


Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 


Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 


2012 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both 


Medicare and SoonerCare. Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries 


(SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered ―full benefit‖ duals. The bulk of 


Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 


coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-


term care services.  Fragmented care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services 


often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  Recently, national attention is being 


directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 


In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually 


eligible SoonerCare members by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care 


delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to primary care and behavioral health services, 2) 


improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to the target population.   
 


The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and 


SoonerCare while providing care coordination at the point of member access to services through the two 


healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this program, these dually eligible SoonerCare 


members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health providers in an 


efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery 


system as quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been 


differences in benefits, different billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and 


appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination of services will reduce member 


barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the comprehensive 
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benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can 


direct members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, 


and who are more thoroughly educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently 


reoccurring comorbidities.  
 


Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 


727,369 SoonerCare members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people 


who were eligible in both categories at the same time, and are called dually eligible
1
.  In June 2011, 


there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide
2
.  Total enrollment for dual 


eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 


1%, African American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 


0.7%
3
.  By age and gender, the demographics of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females 


less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than age 65 -22%
4
.  


The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or 


SoonerCare.  They are characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also 


may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral health impairments and have a higher rate of 


being low-income
5
.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports national trending 


in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge 


as they constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher 


percentage of spending.  Looking at those without existing case management services, 62 percent were 


characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled 


Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 


are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 


The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all 


Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 


 Overall Individuals receiving 


LTSS in institutional 


settings 


Individuals receiving 


LTSS in HCBS settings 


other 


Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  


Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  


Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  


Individuals with a serious mental 


illness 


8,421 383 1,085 6,953 


 


Care Model Overview 


Oklahoma‘s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban 


counties, Cleveland, Comanche, Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state‘s population.  


Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, 


McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state‘s citizens living in one of the remaining 


68 rural counties
6
.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible 


members residing in all of Oklahoma‘s counties with limited exceptions.  
 


                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a 


different point in time than overall numbers. 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State‘s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 



http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma

http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg
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Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa‘s Health Innovation Zone 


(THIZ), PACE and the ICS will be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All 


other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care coordination services through their current 


benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare Silver program.  
 


General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid 


Eligibility guidelines are described in Appendix B. 
 


Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 


spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-


covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 


a citizen or permanent resident of the United States.  If 


you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 


if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease 


(permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 


transplant). 


There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 


A benefits at age 65 without having to pay premiums. 


There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 


A benefits under age 65 without having to pay 


premiums. 


 


 


In general, the following groups of individuals may 


qualify for SoonerCare services: 


Adults with children under 19  


Children under 19 and pregnant women  


Individuals 65 and older  


Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  


Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer 


treatment  


Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family 


planning needs 


In addition to the citizenship and the state residency 


requirements, a SoonerCare applicant must meet 


categorical and financial requirements. 


SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA‘s 


website http://www.okhca.org/  


 


As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid 


and Medicare will automatically be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be 


required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the program, should they choose to no longer 


participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential members prior 


to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside 


vendor, OHCA, and CMS. 
 


Oklahoma‘s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support 


for implementation, with a variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support 


for dual eligible members.  These members will now be offered the additional service of care 


coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit of care 


coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member‘s services together.  The care 


coordinator will work directly with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such 


as the nurse case manager, social worker and other providers who are currently providing services to the 


member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing Part D services.  Care 


coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve 


as a liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the 


community or a facility.  
 


The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA 


care management program.  This program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected 


SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-one staff assistance, called 


―practice facilitation‖.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 


software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, 
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practice facilitators collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of 


care through implementation of enhanced disease management protocols and improved patient tracking 


and reporting systems
7
.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care management.  This program is 


offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive modeling 


software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in 


education, an individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 


Lessons learned from OHCA‘s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing 


appropriate and proficient services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  


People who are dually eligible, even those with the most complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  


But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that can be modeled for 


the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population 


to identify opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 


Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management 


(SCCM).  SCCM is for members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are 


directed to specific programs that address their exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  


SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited to: the coordination of out of 


state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 


and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for 


supportive services, such as private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 


OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma 


Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health 


homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with chronic mental illnesses.  Children 


diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who qualify, 


and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, 


who coordinates a team of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 


Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health 


centers (CMHCs) and their satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based 


mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, assessment and referral services, emergency 


services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community support services 


designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 


therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All 


CMHCs provide services to both adults and children.  
 


With the integration of health homes, the CMHC‘s will have the additional offering of providing wrap 


around comprehensive behavioral health services to eligible members with an established PCP 


relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated facilities and the other ten are 


contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 


centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about 


numbers of health homes participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual 


eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS‘ website 


http://ok.gov/odmhsas/.  
 


Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. 


The purpose is to reduce inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care 


                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS Child Welfare Worker, counselor, 


teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a task to be 


completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a 


month. 
 


As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually 


eligible, (HMP excludes dual eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) 


these programs still provide a rich array of information that can be used to significantly improve the 


delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to the need 


for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program‘s steady responses to a population who 


resides in the same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of 


Care are additional programs that will help provide a framework of information for providing care 


coordination to the duals.  
 


Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these 


programs, members are offered case management services.  While case management provides some help 


with support services and other programs along with monitoring a member‘s health and welfare, case 


management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 


A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  


complementary to existing services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, 


individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental disabilities are assigned a care 


coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be responsible 


for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual‘s needs.  No 


services will be added to those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering 


care coordination on their existing services. 
 


These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would 


receive would be oriented toward quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care 


coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a member.  Those members not in a waiver or 


HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare and Medicaid 


savings.
8
  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual 


eligible member; notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 


Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 


Name Operator 
Targeted 


Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


Advantage 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


Aging 


Elderly, 


physically 


disabled 21+ 


HCBS OKDHS 


Case managers from private industry provider 


agencies develop a waiver services plan that takes 


into account the member‘s informal supports and 


other programs.  These providers are responsible 


for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in case management scope. 


Community 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3 


and older 
HCBS OKDHS 


For each of these waiver programs, State agency 


case managers develop service plans, which include 


residential services.  These case managers are 


responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan 


and the member‘s health and welfare.  Disease 


Homeward 


Bound 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 
Class members HCBS OKDHS 


                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Name Operator 
Targeted 


Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


In-home 


Supports for 


Adults 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD 18 and 


older 
HCBS OKDHS 


management is not in case management scope. 


In-home 


Supports for 


Children 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3- 


17 
HCBS OKDHS 


PACE 
OHCA-


OLL 
55 and older 


Capitated 


model 


Medicare 


& 


Medicaid 


The PACE provider furnishes case management 


and is responsible for development of a service 


plan. 


Living 


Choice 


demonstration 


OHCA-


OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 


For these waiver programs, case managers from 


private industry provider agencies develop a 


transition/community plan that takes into account 


the member‘s informal supports and other 


programs.  These providers are responsible for 


monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in case management scope. 


 


 


My Life; My 


Choice 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 


Living Choice 


(MFP) 


graduates with 


physical 


disabilities and 


younger than 65 


HCBS OHCA 


Sooner 


Seniors 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 


Living Choice 


(MFP) 


graduates who 


are 65 and older 


HCBS OHCA 


Medically 


Fragile 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 


Nursing 


Facilities or 


ICFs-MR 


OHCA   OHCA 


Member is admitted to facility under physician‘s 


orders and is monitored 24/7 by staff.  A Minimum 


Data Set is completed and the care plan is 


developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at 


least quarterly or when a significant change in the 


member‘s condition occurs. 


State Plan 


Personal Care 


OKDHS-


Aging 
All ages 


Personal 


care 
OKDHS 


Nurses from private industry provider agencies 


develop a personal care services plan that takes into 


account the member‘s informal supports and other 


programs.  These providers are responsible for 


monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in the scope of personal care services.  In 


addition, the State agency nurse who assesses the 


member performs ongoing monitoring and makes a 


determination regarding level of care. 


Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; 


OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally 


Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care 


Facilities for Mental Retardation 
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Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care 


coordinator will review the member‘s current level of participation to determine if the member is 


already enrolled in any existing program.  The care coordinator will specifically check other OHCA 


programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers and/or State plan 


services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing 


specialty behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans 


(SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care 


coordination staff can monitor the member‘s participation through the case manager or through case 


management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 


utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 


In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct 


populations.  


1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and 


Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 


2) Nursing facility residents;  


3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental 


Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  


4) ―Target‖ group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  
 


Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 


Population 


Chronically 


Ill Dual 


Eligibles 


Medicare 


Member 


Months 


Total Medicare/ 


Medicaid 


Spending 


PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


per 1,000 


Total 


OP 


Visits 


per 


1,000 


Total SNF 


Days 


per 1,000 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


per 1,000 


Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 


ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 


Nursing 


Facility 
10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 


DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 


TOTAL 
(Unduplicated


) 


 


78,115 


 


879,729 


 


$2,181,710,259 


 


$2,480 


 


627 


 


5,039 


 


3,319 


 


5,982 
 


Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section 


will briefly describe potential sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a 


slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service system, and will require a new approach to solve an 


old problem.  
 


ER Utilization Program 


People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital 


admissions.  As a part of implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their 


professional associations will need to be strengthened.  The hospitals serve as a significant provider of 


medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now presented to discuss 


hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 


inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a 


recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that 


is, by definition, ―hospitalizations that could have been avoided, either because the condition could have 


been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care‖.  Collaborating around the issue of 


Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of 


care for duals and reduce expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of 
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the recent initiative ―Partnership for Patients‖ which lists reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of 


its goals. 
 


Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect 


members to their PCP, and schedule appointments for their care around the member‘s personal schedule.  


This anticipated relationship is intended to help the member plan for health care services and visit the 


emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by their PCP. 
 


Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent 


hospitalizations will result in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their 


PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health care providers prepare daily to address the 


specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health history and 


chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced 


earlier, educate providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each 


member/patient. 
 


Hospital Integrations 


Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that ―Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from 


CMS to cut readmissions.  In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a 


final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more attention to patients after discharge.  A key component 


of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high numbers of patients are readmitted, 


prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.‖ 
 


The article continues, ―With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial 


consequences to take action.  Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs 


that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to their home.  The Medicare reimbursement 


change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about patients on an 


outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.‖  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to 


foster a new type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality 


care and reduced costs.  The care coordinator will work with the member‘s hospital to allow a better 


coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  


As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up 


with a patient‘s action plan.  This will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, 


pharmacists, and others, who can review the member‘s initial completed assessment data and make a 


recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The review team 


can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient‘s records. 
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Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 


 
 


SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 


Care Coordinator  


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 


license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical 


experience is required and preference will be given to those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience 


and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: Notifying the member 


of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 


manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress 


of a member.  Routinely the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the 


improvement of a member‘s health care.  It will also be essential to maintain interaction with the 


member‘s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member and the 


provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will 


also address any language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require 


a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 


Social Services Coordinator 


The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical 


science or related field.  Also requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in 


an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with people with disabilities.  The Social Service 


Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which involve the 


member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator 


will also address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community 


resources/social agencies in a member‘s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a 


member how to care for their individual medical or behavioral health care needs. 
 


Nurse Care Management Supervisor  


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 


license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of 


experience in a medical or behavioral health setting and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working 


with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret governmental regulations 


as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 


Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the 


public in general.  Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and 


tracking performance. 
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Behavioral Health Specialist 


The staff for this position will possess a master‘s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a 


program which qualifies for licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed 


marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This position also calls for at least four years of full time 


professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative or management position. 


This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 


communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 


Administrative/Management 


The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be 


responsible for: 


 Hiring staff 


 Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 


 Enrollment/disenrollment of members 


 Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 


 Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 


 Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 


 Referral and authorization processes 


 Assist with claims submission 


 Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 


 Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the 


care coordinator will be handled 
 


Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The flow chart above describes the member‘s movement through the care coordination system, and the 


services that are available as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination 


process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit the system at any time during the process.  The 


member‘s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered a vital part of the 


support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member‘s care plan.  
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This caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the 


member receives needed services and the best quality of care.  
 


The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA‘s 


experience with existing care coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear 


to have relevance for Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population.  OHCA will implement a care coordination 


program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program success and that 


appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features 


are: 


 Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 


 Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  


 Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 


 Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient‘s hospitalization and enhance the care 


coordinator‘s potential to manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 


 Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 


 Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  


Some practices have made onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients 


privately before or after their visits. 


 Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 


 Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 


 Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 


After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform 


ongoing assessments.  Should a member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care 


coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may also be given a referral from a behavioral 


health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information on behavioral 


health resources convenient to their geographic location.   


 


Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-


morbidities.  Behavioral health is an important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible 


population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities (including substance abuse issues) and 


must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  Currently, 


both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute 


psychiatric hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a 


care coordination model with such a focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health 


concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have access to and are knowledgeable about the 


importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the service system.  It 


is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through 


the vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting 


with community-based resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, 


emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the 


community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement with the vendor(s).  


Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service 


available in the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community 


Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and other community resources, the member can be referred to 


help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
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OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are 


necessary for a comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project 


staff will oversee the procurement process and subsequent contract award and development; the 


implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the information services platform 


to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and member 


service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward 


project outcomes. 


A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to 


obtain stakeholder input from beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to 


conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared savings to include in the financing structure. 
 


Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by 


predictive modeling software, which will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing 


interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, based on the risk assessment for 


each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 


SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling 


and measurement, clinical surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care 


Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to identify members with the most complex and 


comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to use the MedAI 


software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care 


management systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical 


and financial decisions.  MedAI‘s website describes its strength as a provider of analytics for 


healthcare
9
.  


 


The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting 


members‘ participation, progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made 


to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for multiple professional users to access health records, and a 


care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if a face-to-face meeting is not 


warranted for the decision about the members‘ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 


coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, 


care coordinators will receive claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care 


coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims information, member history information, PCP 


information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to develop an action 


plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of 


concerns, develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall 


coordination of care among various disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective 


outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management (Atlantes Levels of Care) are: 


Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. 


Additional levels of care can be added as needed.  
 


Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of 


quality metrics that will be used to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, 


vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and the care coordinator can support the 


member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational entity that 


provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that 


comprise effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active 


engagement by the member, family and others involved with the healthcare of the member.  


                                                 
9 http://www.medai.com/. 



http://www.medai.com/
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As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at 


a minimum) the standards already established in the state‘s existing care management programs.  In 


regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be available for the care coordinator to access the 


history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been reviewed, the care 


coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the 


individual‘s family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the 


member through the developed care plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress 


and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for tracking adjustments, claims, finance 


information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, and 


contracts on a member‘s account. 
 


The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be 


contracted out to vendors.  At this time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current 


infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination services provided by the vendor through 


contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and monitoring cost 


savings. 
 


In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and 


concluded that care coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared 


factors that build on existing services.  Studies conducted regarding care coordination and evidence 


based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  


1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in 


person per month for the care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 


2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk 


for hospitalizations to have an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of 


readmissions. 


3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 


4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital 


staff to provide programs with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 


5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member‘s cases.  Physicians that 


participated in the studies ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet 


prior to or after health care appointments.          


6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 


7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 


The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care 


coordination will apply all of these elements to provide the best quality of services to members 


addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary 


disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer‘s, Arthritis, and Affective and 


other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, 


and other aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 


This chart shows how all components of a member‘s care will have to work together, with the Care 


Coordinator being the missing link between the member and any of these services. 
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Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 


 


 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled 


the timelines and intent of the demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into 


workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the project design.  Since September of 2011, 


dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, including, but not 


limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose 


membership includes dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, 


government staff, elected officials and anyone who has an interest in the design of a service delivery 


model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid
10


.  
 


The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  


Project staff members also see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of 


workgroups are aware of the related tasks and recommendations of other workgroups, and those 


principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder Meeting dates and 


location(s): 


 
1


st
 Stakeholder Meeting September 29


th
, 2011 Boldt Construction Center 


2
nd


 Stakeholder Meeting November 30
th
, 2011 Metro Technology Center 


3
rd


 Stakeholder Meeting January 19
th
, 2012 OHCA 


4
th
 Stakeholder Meeting March 22


nd
, 2012 OUHSC College of Allied Health 


5
th
 Stakeholder Meeting April 20


th
, 2012 OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 


6
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 3


rd
, 2012 Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 


7
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 14


th
, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 


 


Workgroups were assembled into four groups. They are: All things Communications; Care 


Coordination; Behavioral Health; and Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent 


meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder Meetings.  The majority of our 


workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 


                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291  



http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291
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Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 


 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health 
 


Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders 


and workgroup invitations were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal 


consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health 


Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an overview of 


the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our 


community partners from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and 


community mental health centers.  This proved to be very effective and gathered excellent feedback for 


our member‘s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with 


stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs 


serving the citizens of our state. 
 


People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare 


members.  Complaints are to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted 


directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 of the Member Handbook, written in English 


and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member‘s denial of services or treatment, as requested by 


their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission 


appeals
11


.  
 


OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other 


stakeholders to focus on planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency 


upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 


strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff conducted numerous 


formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small 


workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of 


seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The planning and development unit is 


comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 


design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and 


involvement of many stakeholders.  
 


Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the 


involvement and support around the agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will 


seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting to discuss the opportunity, and then 


follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller sub-


groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 


After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through 


email, web updates, and attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to 


provide feedback, starting with their comments about the program design, and thereafter.  Upon 


implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as advisors to 


dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a 


                                                 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf   
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scheduled basis, along with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to 


OHCA‘s public information office, ―a number of voices help to shape SoonerCare programs and 


policies.‖ 
 


The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care 


services and make recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial 


concerns related to the administration of the agency; Information related to the management, and 


operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well as consumers and other 


state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 
 


Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive 


feedback about the project.  http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291. 
 


Financing and Payment 


OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying 


the resources needed to enter into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from 


savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the challenges of the upfront investment in 


care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from resulting 


savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or 


exceeding established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 


Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing 


Medicare and Medicaid enrollment figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing 


enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it seems a logical conclusion to examine 


increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of services.  


OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are 


dually eligible. 
 


PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health 


care initiatives for government-sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review 


Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their 


most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually eligible in 


Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually 


eligible in that time period was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of 


Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid not covered by Medicare, without the full 


range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for the period of 


time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model 


creates potential for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for 


the target population.  Targeted for reduction are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient 


visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is supported by patterns of 


expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 


current care coordination model literature). 
 


Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 


                                            


 Medicare Medicaid Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 


Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 


LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 


Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 



http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291
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Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 


High-level analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 


management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 


from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 


have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  


Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling 


that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 


factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved.  
 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 


Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial 


Infarction  


$6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 


2. Chronic Kidney 


Disease  


$5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 


3. Other Psychotic 


Disorders  


$5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 


4. Developmental 


Disorders  


$5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 


5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 


6. Substance Related 


Disorders  


$5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 


7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 


8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 


9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 


10. Other Depressive 


Disorders  


$4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 


These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first 


year due to Care Coordination. 
 


A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to 


refine savings estimates, to reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, 


and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic care coordination program will ultimately 


encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of behavioral health 


conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of 


co-morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member‘s behavioral health needs before 


seeking to improve their physical health and chronic care self-management skills
12


.  The first year of the 


project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an integrated services model.  In future years, 


the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more effectively prevent or 


reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits
13


.  
 


                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk 


based contract with an outside vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and 


receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be accomplished by releasing a request for 


proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a qualified 


vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  


The vendor(s) will receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality 


measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   


The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP 


has been released, the OHCA will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single 


vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver program is intended to be statewide 


covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 


Expected Outcomes 


The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to 


CMS.  Program data is organized and distributed monthly via ―Fast Facts.‖ Member satisfaction will be 


tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance Department monitors claim accuracy 


and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key metrics 


related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes 


of evaluation by CMS. 


 


After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following 


services:  Emergency Room visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, 


prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services will be reported monthly, along with methods of 


reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated into the care 


coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care 


management offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital 


admissions with the dual eligible population.  Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, 


discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in reducing costs to overall patient 


services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure education 


from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of 


Michigan Hospital who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart 


failure due to discharge.  This study showed improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic 


heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination could reduce emergency room 


visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 


decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall 


lower expenditures 
 


Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting 


adherence to pharmacologic regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. 


However, after three years, with care coordination overall reduction in prescription coverage is likely to 


occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of durable medical 


equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor‘s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to 


show the following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 


Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 


Outcome Results 


 Increase member participation  in health literacy and 


medical adherence   


 Increased member scheduled appointments with 


PCP 


 Increased kept appointments with PCP 
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Outcome Results 


 Increased member participation in disease –specific 


education and self-directed care 


 Increased number of action plans being followed 


 Increase in primary care provider use and 


expenditures.  increased expenditures in year 1 , year 


2, and leveling off in year 3 


 Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab 


work. 


 No change in annual expenditures 


 Increase in physician specialty use with decreased 


expenses 


 Decrease in total expenditures related to physician 


specialty services 


 Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- 


decreased expenses in year 1 and subsequent 


decreased visits by people who are dually eligible 


 Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 


 Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions 


(within 30 days, 60 days, 90 days) 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 


 Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare 


skilled nursing days 


 Better management of overall health for duals 


 Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  


 Increase in home- and community-based service use 


and expenditures.   


 Increase in HCBS expenditures 


 


Analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 


management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 


from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 


have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  


Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  


that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 


factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. Based on current spending and applying anticipated 


cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care coordination. 


Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 


Services Total Spending 


% quality 


outcomes 


Yr. 3 for 


RX year 1 year 2 year 3 


Inpatient $428,856,323.40  0.05    


 


  


$21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  


Outpatient $142,411,656.10  0.03 $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  


LTC $517,853,846.08  0.03 $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  


Prescriptions $324,698,399.00  0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95  $16,234,919.95  $32,469,839.90  


Physicians $157,435,269.40  0.05 


 


$7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


The state‘s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for 


the Oklahoma Medicaid (SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma 


heading and controlling costs of state-purchased health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee 


multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external vendor(s) so 


additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 


The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange 


for the release an RFP that supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  


Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to follow regarding adherence to 


documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 


selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for 
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day to day operations of the proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage 


enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to 


lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible for hiring prospective 


staff to include: 


 Program Management 


 Nurse Care Coordinators 


 Social services workers 


 IT staff 


 Administrative staff 
 


Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules 


have been identified as needing to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to 


determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service 


programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
 


There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the 


SoonerCare Silver program will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full 


benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except for those areas covered by the THIZ, 


PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 


program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care 


coordination services as part of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 


The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by 


most states.  The Oklahoma State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From 


all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, and requests for legislative funding would be 


considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely solely on the costs 


savings projected through the reductions available through implementation
14


. 
 


Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination 


program for people who are dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively 


implement the project that will require funding for three primary components very early on.  Those 


components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring for 


dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care 


coordination RFP; and 3) funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about 


people who are dual eligible and their patterns of hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and 


the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after implementation, it will be 


difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 


There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with 


implementation.  Care coordination services may have an impact on services already in the state plan 


and within waiver administration.   
 


Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform 


that will manage dual eligible enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars 


will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, 


                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 
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and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible activity in the service 


delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the 


projected costs savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a 


platform for services to the duals, and administer the program for the eighteen months until the first 


reimbursement payment. 
 


The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and 


Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, 


OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state‘s mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for 


the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for member 


enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state 


health department (OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have 


significant impact and state level agencies in any state should be able to use the care coordination 


program to deliver a complex range of services. 
 


Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use 


assistance at some time.  As a result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in 


Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more fully engaged in, more fully informed 


about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care services. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 


Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  


The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, 


Lower Costs striving to improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all 


Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 


 Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired 


conditions would decrease by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean 


approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 60,000 lives saved over three 


years.  


 Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during 


a transition from one care setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions 


would be reduced by 20% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 


million patients would recover from illness without suffering a preventable complication requiring 


re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  
 


OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce 


health care acquired conditions, and work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care 


providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop collaborative learning for 


hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 


HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  


OHCA‘s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care 


Strategies (CHCS) for reducing racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA 


continues to build on key actions steps that include: 


1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation 


of silos.  


2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the 


HHS Disparities Action Plan.  
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OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing 


―Improving Health Care Quality for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,‖ to ensure programs 


provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations while improving health disparities. 
 


Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 


The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 


spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of 


Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the 


redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 


population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 


community level integrated care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 


to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 


education. 
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 


is delivered to complex beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, 


but also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and 


negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a Health 


Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of 


population level protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of 


these methods into the graduate medical education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to 


begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary 


care services through participating practices. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 


79,891 


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for 


Demonstration 


Approximately 3,200 


Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 


Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 


Financing Model PMPM Payment 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 


detailed information) 


THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 


Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 


Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 


Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 


Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 


spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three 


or more comorbidities. These members require extended coordination of care and in many instances 


benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a mental health 


diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in 


unnecessary hospital admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor 
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coordination between primary care and behavioral health remains a major barrier to care. Further, 


members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based support 


services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The 


integration of primary care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are 


necessary to address gaps and barriers to care present in the current health system.  
 


While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the 


clinician‘s lack of access to data about the entirety of the members‘ clinical history or current clinical 


utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician‘s ability to provide timely and appropriate 


care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in addressing this 


issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the 


emergency department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other 


complex or acute health needs. Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits 


to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care physicians will have an enhanced capability through 


the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and identification of those in 


need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 


member care plans of providers across the community. 
 


Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each 


provider often acts alone, unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider 


clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the patient. In addition, communication amongst providers 


across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. Medications and orders often 


change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care plan 


are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as 


physical therapy, hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, 


speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational therapy, as well as environmental modification, 


personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to communicate back to the 


prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 


barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this 


issue. Through such a mechanism the member‘s care plan would be centrally held within the community 


health information exchange and, ideally, managed by the member‘s primary care physician. Evidenced 


based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated into the integrated care 


plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 


Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and 


diabetes directly benefit from the integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. 


The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a well-developed practice and the capacity to 


coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease management 


protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been 


unattainable in most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the 


clinical practice to maximize quality and lower cost.  
 


While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery 


system, it is critical to focus on those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents 


within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new providers represent the physician leaders of 


tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, demanding an 


environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be 


tightly integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in 


which advanced tools can be leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
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To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign 


of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 


population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 


community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 


in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate 


medical education.   
 


Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University 


of Oklahoma, SOCM operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the 


―Health Access Network‖. This program builds upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical 


Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. The HAN contributes 


skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, 


epidemiology and biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation 


and training methodologies. Through this program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to 


receive services at which point all those members assigned to the providers‘ Patient Centered Medical 


Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly successful 


in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. 


Currently, the HAN provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model 


could easily be extended to support the dually eligible population within the state.  
 


We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN‘s 


administrative function will allow for the enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty 


care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for example). Upon joining, those practices 


and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service and/or 


payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 


Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK 


region and who are identified as receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health 


Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region 


provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the National 


Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified 


Health Centers spanning six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of 


Home and Community Based Providers, numerous hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social 


support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services providers are brought 


together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 


Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient 


interviews, CMS utilization patterns, as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM 


proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach focusing on: 


1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  


2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the 


population 


3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  


4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of 


chronic disease,  


5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
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Redesign of the Care Team: 


SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost 


dually eligible members.  Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult 


Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). Teams are comprised not only of individuals in 


traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral health specialists, 


Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central 


facilitator of the member‘s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social 


settings. This key role serves to ensure all necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and 


outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most members will need brief, infrequent Care 


Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, ‗high-touch‘ 


interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. 


A proposed care coordination tier model follows: 
 


Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   


 Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and 


automated health reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The 


MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care needs and alert the provider to send notices to the 


Member.    
 


Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    


 Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman‘s 


Care Transitions Intervention (CTI) and Mary Naylor‘s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The 


eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals Medicare Beneficiary 


readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by 


managing disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and 


improving access to social, community and home based support services. Such interventions will 


improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  This program would allow 


the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 


addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health 


Information Exchange (HIE). 
 


Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such 


as immunizations and wellness exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  


Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support for managing targeted chronic diseases. 


Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices are being 


followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are 


achieving desired quality and adherence standards.   
 


Community Level Integrated Care Plan 


At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed 


of discreet sections pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP 


captures and summarizes all pertinent information that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like 


many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated medications, allergies, and the 


primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates not 


only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient‘s desired health goals, 


listing actions plans for each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list ―reading better‖ and 


―walking daily‖ as two principal health goals. Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on 


improving the patient‘s glycemic control and preventing vascular complications. Meanwhile, the Care 
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Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus reducing the 


symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review 


progress with the primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best 


meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder and member focus groups indicate that when patients, 


physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals facilitated by a coordinated ICP, 


health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
 


Long term support and Community Based Services: 


Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and 


community based and long term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or 


disabilities often need long term monitoring and assistance with disease self-management, activities of 


daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must engage with community social 


service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 


stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health 


services, elder care, FQHC‘s, housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native 


American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, allowing us to better shape our efforts 


toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community‘s backing, care 


Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which 


includes those members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state‘s home 


and community based long term care services system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in 


their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate transitions of care amongst 


those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 


acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient 


and quality health care.    
 


Evidence Based Protocols 


Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, 


diabetes, and COPD.  All participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the 


same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa 


will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and establish better 


information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients 


are empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary 


hospitalizations, readmissions and emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending 


best practices will be made available for the physicians and care coordinators that includes, but is not 


limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care delivery 


strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and 


monitored by a committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This 


group will meet as needed on a regular basis to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and 


recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 


Graduate Medical Education 


As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from 


practice models based on volume to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical 


school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for graduating physicians toward 


accomplishing the ‗Triple aim‘ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 


populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods 


described above into new curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as 


visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
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Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 


is delivered to complex members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but 


also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and negatively 


affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as Health Information 


Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of 


population level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon 


which begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated 


in the planning of this proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups 


formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups 


to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program stakeholders will 


continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the 


outcomes of the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements 


follow: 
 


Meeting Data 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC) 07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 07/27/2011 


Provider Focus Group  08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 08/18/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/14/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/15/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services 09/27/2011 
Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City 09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting 11/02/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 11/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 02/06/2012 
OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting 03/22/2012 
 


In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged 


Dual Eligible members within the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to 


determine the presence of gaps in care among members and their caregivers. Physician uptake of the 


Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 


Through focus groups our members told us: 


1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  


2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  


3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   


These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 


Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 


1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such 


recommendations at home. 
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2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, 


costs of drugs, uncertainty of why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians 


and pharmacists. 


3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of 


life. 


4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-


pharmacologic therapies (e.g. counseling) is particularly underutilized. 


5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients 


– but actual execution of such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in 


coordination are often not communicated back to the prescribing physician. 


6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service 


support but often lack the knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 


7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the 


knowledge/coordination with the primary care physician.  


8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, 


laboratory results) inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be 


time-consuming for care coordinators and providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to 


aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 


9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain 


unknown to their providers. 


10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. 


Physicians‘ understanding of their patients‘ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens 


remains poorly understood. 
 


Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 


1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers 


to benefit patient care. 


2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each 


other. 


3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient‘s goals of care. 


The Care Coordinator can capture the ICP. 


4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 


5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients 


will require regular, high-touch interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the 


level/extent of services patients will require. 


6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to 


excessively high levels of dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  


7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be 


integrated with office personnel and operational systems. 


8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, 


to ensure that data is shared among providers and coordinators. 


9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no 


more than four to six homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 


10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the 


Care Coordinator, and shared with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a 


routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress toward their stated goals in the ICP. 
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Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a 


patient-centered, population health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. 


Providers shall actively engage members, families and caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision 


making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that incorporate strong linkages to 


community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 


recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of 


members in decision making.  Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint 


and grievance process and are encouraged to express their concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 


Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 


language, sexual orientation, disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in 


languages other than English to include, but not limited to Spanish. Members have access to care, timely 


post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments within normal hours of 


operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 


coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and 


implementation of their care plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to 


further enhance and strengthen their support, and promote their own self-care, independence, culture and 


autonomy. 
 


Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality 


medical care, which is often delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding 


unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and emergency room visits whenever possible.  
 


Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by 


member rights that support individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 


Financing and Payment 


The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk 


adjusted based on a three year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical 


condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. 


Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving achieved to reflect 


efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core 


function support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this 


enhanced, non-visit based compensation to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams 


(care managers, community health workers social workers, pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) 


through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data analysts. 
 


Expected Outcomes 


The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics 


related to the model‘s clinical quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of 


services, and cost outcomes for the target population. Member experience will be reported by 


participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices‘ standard business 


operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate 


continued best practices and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be 


trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of performance.  
 


The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 


Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  


Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein NQF 0064  
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Name of Measure Standard Target 


Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 


Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient 


Facility 


NQF 0097  


Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be 


avoided B) Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 


NQF 0022  


Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 


Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty 


care 


MyHealth 15  


Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the 


actual visit, but the time at which the appointment is made) 


MyHealth 16  


Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  


Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 


Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 


CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 


All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  


30 Day Readmission CHF   


CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   


 


The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for 


the population enrolled. The PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care 


coordination, analytics other services necessary to support the effective implementation of the program 


and associated care model within participating practices.  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


Tulsa proposes an extension of the state‘s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in 


place. The HAN provides focused care management, care coordination, and care transition services as 


well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid population within the state.  The HAN 


further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates improvements in 


care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation 


and assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid 


Health Access Network provides an economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider 


implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the following measures will be undertaken: 


 Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and 


metrics unique to this proposal.  


 All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home 


model.  


 Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and 


provider level quality metrics.  
 


Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption 


of standard processes across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the 


included appendices) 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the 


future may impact the ability to implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues 
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discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers 


to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 


Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health 


Access network program throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma 


School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 39,000 members. As enrollment increases, 


additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and productivity. This 


program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be 


expanded to support additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 


A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 


The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, ―all in‖ approach to CMS initiatives to 


improve care for individuals and populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded 


either to the community, or a community partner of the University. Programs which may positively 


impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 


Awarded:  


Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 


Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 


Submitted:  


CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 


Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact    


of its use. 


 


CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 


3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in 


community 
 


Pending Submission:  


3026, MyHealth – community partner 


Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 


Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – 


community partner 
 


Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 


Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and 


older living in the geographic region of proposed ICS 


site. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  


Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 


Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and 


a rural area of the state.   


Summary of Covered Benefits  


All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits 


currently available to members enrolled in a PACE 


program 
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Financing Model Capitated model 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  


(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D 


asks for more detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 


Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 


Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 


2012 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care 


program.  The PACE model is centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with 


chronic care needs and their families to be served in the community whenever possible.  PACE is a 


federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their communities and out 


of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and 


rehabilitation facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive 


continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The 


current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential growth.  There are 86 


operating PACE programs in 29 states
15


.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  


Although, PACE has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it 


has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 


There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and 


only PACE program sponsored by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible 


individuals living within the five surrounding counties of Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care 


has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are eligible for both 


Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as 


a result of being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much 


independence as possible within the community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant 


savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves approximately $103,587 a 


month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 


Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to 


establish a design that utilizes the solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some 


modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better care, better health, and 


increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 


integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for 


substantially more people than it currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 


There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of 


Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age 


or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic service area will be eligible to 


participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 


who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who 


are dually eligible and do not reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the 


ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and/or Lawton and in at least one other 


area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, Lawton and 


three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both 


                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Medicare and Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be 


eligible for the ICS program.  
 


Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 


Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 


Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 


Cleveland County 3,730 


Muskogee County 3,128 


Leflore County 2,651 
 


Care Model Overview 


The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 


Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 


 Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 


 Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of 


care as defined by the state. 


 Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and 


chronic medical conditions as well as some functional limitations as determined by at the 


minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 


Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 


 The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs 


of the individual participant with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a 


Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social Worker. 


 The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as 


consistent with state law and have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to 


assessments, care planning, and providing primary care to participants. 


 The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are 


provided to participants. 
 


The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability 


potential and growth of the traditional PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed 


there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who are age 45 or older in the 


state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential 


of allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility 


will allow the states to utilize the ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger 


proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the traditional PACE model is the notion of 


preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent on an 


individual‘s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed 


upon preventive care services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve 


care and better manage the use of Medicare and Medicaid covered services provided to these 


individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of individuals who 


would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 


The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of 


expanding the growth and capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing 


that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based on the needs of the individual participant 


with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed modification 
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would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team 


with requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the 


participant‘s individual health needs has the potential to enhance program efficiency without 


compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for Nurse Practitioners as 


consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs 


a challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is 


limited by the PACE center‘s ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent 


with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational 


modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is not intended to 


eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the 


provision of all necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult 


day health care center, senior centers, etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building 


are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming PACE providers.  This modification 


will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior center 


and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of 


constructing a building, that comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 


OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the 


state where a high concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to 


mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot 


program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the modifications requested. 


The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is 


being piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the 


ICS provider.  The specified geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street 


boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 


Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in 


the Medicaid program at their county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office 


also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if they have not met the automatic 


qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 


inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those 


individuals who reside in the service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the 


option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may qualify for. 
 


Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  


The eligibility criteria for the ICS program will be as follows: 


 An individual must be 45 years of age or older 


 An individual must live in the defined service area 


 An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either 


Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 


 An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 


well as some functional limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of 


Care 


 An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as 


determined by the ICS provider 
 


Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation 


period where they will be assessed by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the 


evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the individual.  After the plan of care 
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is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 


staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns 


with the plan of care.  Following this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed 


by the individual, thereby establishing the individual‘s enrollment in the program.  
 


The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the 


delivery and management of all covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or 


contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated primary and behavioral health care to 


program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of participants across 


providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and 


providers of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative 


processes, including outreach and education, customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 


The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through 


Medicare will be available to participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services 


and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care by the IDT will be provided.  The services that 


are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an emergency service.  A 


more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in 


Appendix G.  
 


The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE 


model is an innovative, fully-integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of 


society.  The PACE model‘s focus on prevention and wellness has resulted in health improvements and 


cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and experience less pain, 


fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost 


to the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 


In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a 


comprehensive, primary care model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for 


its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical processes
16


.  Those four processes are the 


development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of all medical, 


psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care 


that addresses all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for 


the care of the patient; and promotion of patients‘ and their family caregivers‘ engagement in their own 


health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care and better outcomes among 


PACE participants compared to HCBS clients
17


.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 


status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal 


vaccines; fewer unmet needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of 


depression; and better management of health care.  
 


PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of 


improving participants‘ quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  


A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low risks of long term nursing home placement.  The 


risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period of 3 years.  Fewer 


than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their 


                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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enrollment
18


.  PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations 


than their counterparts in other Medicaid funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 


2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of Medicaid home and community 


based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 


day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible 


members in 2008
19


.  These numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE 


participants.  
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a 


variety of entities across the State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we 


garnered the attention of some who had previously shown interest in PACE and enlightened individuals 


who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-mail, phone, 


and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to 


gain the insight of individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and 


spoke at various board and advisory committees, and conferences.  We also had two member attended 


focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed increased interest and had 


additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 


stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 


Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,   


Aging Services July 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Tulsa Health Community Leaders August 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


Daily Living Centers August 2
nd


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Citizen Potawatomi Nation August 3
rd


, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma August 4
th


, 2011 Wilburton, OK 


Share Medical Center  August 9
th


, 2011 Alva, OK 


Eastern Economic Development District August 11
th


, 2011 Muskogee, OK 


Metropolitan Better Living Center August 12
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


St. John‘s Metropolitan Baptist Church August 16
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Ada Senior Care Center August 17
th


, 2011 Ada, OK 


Morton Comprehensive Health Care September 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center September 8
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Chickasaw Health Administration September 12
th


, 2011 Ada, OK 


Full Circle Senior Adult day Center September 20
th


, 2011 Norman, OK 


Shawnee Senior Center September 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions November 1
st
, 2011 Ada, OK 


Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011 Alva, OK 


Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum) September 29
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 


Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental 


meetings attended. 
 


Via Christi HOPE PACE Center August 18th, 2011 Wichita, KS 


OHCA Board Retreat August 24th, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting October 12th, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


                                                 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach‘s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of 


All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Medical Advisory Committee  November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors 


Meeting 


January 10th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


County Health Department January 12th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference March 13th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting April 10th, 2012 Talihina, OK 


       


Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the 


challenges that are presented with the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard 


from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up and operations costs, not being able to 


provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, and the 


inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic 


and ADHC and staff).  Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design 


such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing the requirement to meet nursing facility level of 


care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current members.  Also, in 


response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a 


participant can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to 


provide services to participants while a physical center is being established or in place of the 


establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE requirements.  The proposed design 


offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is both 


accessible and highly efficient.  
 


The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of 


rights will be designed to protect and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are 


included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for establishing an internal grievance and 


appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve medical and 


non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a 


formal written appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is 


unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the 


opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA will provide ongoing 


monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 


Financing and Payment 


The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS 


model.  The State plans to enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS 


provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 


Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk 


capitation payment type. CMS and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per 


member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates based on the identified participant sub-


populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants who meet the 


minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some 


functional limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state 


will set another standard rate for those who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter 


sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost of long term care services.  
 


Expected Outcomes 


The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such 


program utilized by OHCA is MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive 
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modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs associated with those members. Dual 


eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state and chronic 


illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient 


compliance, and provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and 


payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed care, partially capitated managed care and patient 


centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. Oklahoma‘s MMIS uses 


HP‘s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims 


per month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 


The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are 


based on the outcomes that have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 


Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 


Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 


Decrease in avoidable 


hospitalizations 


Decrease in admissions after 60 days 


Decrease in admissions after 90 days 


Decrease in admissions after 120 days 


10% Decrease 


10% Decrease 


10% Decrease 


Decrease in Emergency Room 


utilization 


Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 


Decrease in number of prescribed 


drugs 


Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 


Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 


5% Decrease 


Increase in preventive care 


services 


Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 


Increase in participant satisfaction 


with care 


Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 


 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal 


year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the 


top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize 


a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a contract agreement 


with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 


OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement 


the proposed demonstration.  The 1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states 


assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and comment, public hearings to seek 


public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 


The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas 


of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured 


and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix 


I. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the 


proposal.  The proposed plan must be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the 


State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the proposed plan is not found to be budget 


neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and Demonstration 


application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the 


proposed demonstration.  
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The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability 


and desire to make application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is 


not limited to participation by the current PACE organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be 


considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program agreement 


requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as 


a PACE organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and 


CMS to review.  The RFP and application process will have to be completed before full implementation 


of the design can begin.  
 


The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE 


program model progressed from inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further 


progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and a Medicaid state plan option.  The 


proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from a 


single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the 


possibility increased program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the 


potential of being replicated at other current PACE sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple 


states.  
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Attachments 
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Appendix A 


Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 
 


The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial 


Infarction, Chronic Kidney Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, 


HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, 


Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use
20


.  


 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 


Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category Member


s 


% of Total 


Members 


Member 


Months 


Total Medicare/ 


Medicaid Spending 


1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  


2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  


3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  


4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  


5. Ischemic Heart 


Disease  


19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  


6. Chronic Kidney 


Disease  


10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  


7. Coronary Artery 


Disease  


11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  


8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  


9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  


10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 


 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  


PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total 


SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial 


Infarction  


$6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  


2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  


3. Other Psychotic 


Disorders  


$5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  


4. Developmental 


Disorders  


$5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  


5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  


6. Substance Related 


Disorders  


$5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  


7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  


8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  


9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  


                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total 


SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


10. Other Depressive 


Disorders  


$4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  
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Appendix B 


Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibility 
 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 


spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-


covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 


a citizen or permanent resident of the United States. If 


you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 


if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal 


disease (permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 


transplant). 


Here are some simple guidelines: 


You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay 


premiums if:  


 You already get retirement benefits from Social 


Security or the Railroad Retirement Board.  


 You are eligible to get Social Security or 


Railroad benefits but have not filed for them.  


 You or your spouse had Medicare-covered 


government employment.  


 


If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having 


to pay premiums if you have:  


 Received Social Security or Railroad 


Retirement Board disability benefits for 24 


months.  


 End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain 


requirements.  


While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if 


you meet one of those conditions, you must pay for 


Part B if you want it. The Part B monthly premium in 


2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 


titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when 


you turn 65 even if you are not eligible for Social 


Security retirement benefits. 


 


 


 


 Adults with children under age 18 


 Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to 


Needy Families (TANF) program are 


automatically eligible for health benefits.   


 Adults with children under the age of 18 who 


do not receive TANF may, in some 


circumstances, also be eligible for medical 


services.  


 Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 


 Children under the age of 19 and pregnant 


women whose family incomes meet  


 Aged, Blind or Disabled 


 Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if 


they meet the financial criteria.  


 


To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a 


person will need to apply for and receive a disability 


determination from the Social Security Administration. 


To be considered disabled, a person must have a 


physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that 


appears reasonably certain to continue at least 12 


months without significant improvement and that 


substantially impairs his/her ability to perform labor or 


services or to engage in a useful occupation.  


 


In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may 


qualify to have medical benefits pay their Medicare 


premiums, co-payments and deductibles as a Qualified 


Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified Disabled and 


Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low 


Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more 


information about these programs).  


 


The recipient's monthly income and resources must 


meet guidelines. 


People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" 


group may also qualify for a State Supplemental 


Payment. 
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Appendix C 


CMHC Service Areas 


 


City  Program  Telephone  


El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
405-262-3209  


Elk City  
Beckham County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
580-323-6021  


Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  


supportive residential program  
580-357-7967  


Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  


psychosocial clubhouse  
405-321-7331  


Norman  


Transition House, Inc.  


supportive residential program 


http://www.thouse.org  


405-360-7926  


Oklahoma 


City  


NAMI Oklahoma  


advocacy group  
405-230-1900  


Oklahoma 


City  


Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 


advocacy group  


405-604-6975  


or toll-free at 1-888-


424-1305  


Oklahoma 


City  


Oklahoma County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
405-858-2880  


Oklahoma 


City  


Parents as Partners 


Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 


Health  


405-232-2796 


or toll-free at 


1-866-492-KIDS  


Oklahoma 


City  


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 


Department of Pediatrics  


screening for effects of prenatal  


substance abuse exposure  


405-271-6824  


Ext. 110  


Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
580-762-8121  


Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  


youth crisis intervention  
918-647-4196  


Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  


psychosocial clubhouse  
918-749-2141  


Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 


homeless  
918-585-3337  


Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa  


advocacy program  
918-582-8264  


Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
918-495-0770  


Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  


 


 


 



http://www.thouse.org/
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Appendix D 


SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 
 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


Feb 1 thru 29, 


2012 


Draft proposal document 


Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 


Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 


Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK 


duals 


Dual eligible 


staff 


Feb 1 thru  


Apr 20, 2012 


Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 


Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 


Dual eligible 


staff 


PHPG 


consultants 


Feb 27 thru  


Apr 20, 2012 
Create  draft dual eligible proposal 


Dual eligible 


staff 


Mar 15 thru  


May20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 


Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and 


leaders 


Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 


Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


Dual eligible 


staff  


Stakeholders 


Mar 22 to  


May 20, 2012 
Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS 
Dual eligible 


staff 


May 31  thru  


Jun 15, 2012 


Determine requirements for implementation and start date 


Clarify potential rule changes and SPA‘s 


Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, 


identification and data exchange 


Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 


OHCA staff 


May 31 thru  


Aug 15, 2012 
CMS proposal review 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


June 15 thru  


Aug 15, 2012 


Develop MOU with CMS 


Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


Jun 1 thru  


Jul 30, 2012 
Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 


Aug 15 thru  


Sep 30, 2012 


Finalize MOU with CMS  


Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 


Sep 1 thru Oct 


1, 2012 
Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 


Dec 1, 2012 


thru  


Feb 1, 2013 


Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  


implementation,  


Dual eligible 


staff 


Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 


Oct 31 thru  


Dec 31, 2012 
Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 


OHCA staff, 


vendor, CMS 


Jan 1 thru Jul 1, Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation OHCA staff, 
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Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


2013 strategy. vendor  


Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration 
OHCA staff, 


vendor 
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Appendix E 


THIZ Workplan/Timeline 
 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 


Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 


Integrate stakeholder comments 


Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


OHCA/THIZ and 


Stakeholders 


Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 


Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 


Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 


Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 


Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 


Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 


Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 


Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 
THIZ 


Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  


Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 


Budget Requested for THIZ 


 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 


Staff Project Manager 


 


Project Management, program development, 


staff and contract supervision 


1.0 $87,619 


 Clinical Analyst 


 


Develop new systems as necessary to support 


the implementation for the proposal. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Data Analyst 


 


Develop metrics and measurement tools 


necessary for evaluation of the program. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of 


system. Make recommendations for change 


based on data available. 


.5 $40,200 


 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 


organizations in fulfilling the model 


1.0 $67,464 


 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and 


report measurement metrics. 


1.0 $67,464 


Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 


HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and 


analysis platform, data transfer and 


management 


 $100,000 


Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem 


for required meetings 


Mileage for meetings 


 


Use funds for state staff travel necessary to 


support the design activities and discussions 


with federal partners ,Quarterly Project 


meetings, community meeting mileage  


3 staff 


@ 4 


meetings 


 


Mileage 


$ 22,000 


 


 


 


Meetings Member/Stakeholder 


Community  


Regional meetings to introduce care 


coordination model, meals for guests, facilities 


 $ 40,000 


Supplies and 


Materials 


 Member mailings, brochures, training 


materials, and publications 


 $ 10,000 


$105,000 


Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 


Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 


Integrated Care Sites Benefits 
 


The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 


 


 
 


  


• Primary Care Services 


• Nursing Center 


• Physical Therapy 


• Occupational Therapy 


• Recreational Therapy 


• Nutritional Counseling 


• Social Services 


• Meals 


ICS 
Facility/Contracted 


Facility  


• Dentistry 


• Optometry 


• Audiology 


• Podiatry 


• Cardiology 


• Rheumatology 


Medical Specialists 


• Home Health Care Services 


• Personal Care Services Home Care Services 


• To and from the PACE Center 


• To and from all medical appointments Transportation Services 


• All Necessary prescription Drugs 


• Pharmacy Services 


Prescription and 
Medication Management 


• Acute Hospital Care 


• Respite Care 


• Family/Caregiver Support Services 


• Medical Equipment and Supplies 


• Laboratory Tests 


• Hearing/Vision Services 


• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary) 


• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team 


Other Services 
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Appendix H 


Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 
Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 


Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 


# of Attendees 7 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE 


 Overview of Duals Project 


 Cherokee Elder Care 


 Adult Day Center vs. PACE 


 PACE Enrollment 


 PACE Disenrollment 


 Availability of Partnerships 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Partnerships would avoid duplication services 


 Transportation is major barrier 


 Funding is major Barrier 


 Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 


 Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 
 


Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 


Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 14 


Discussion Topics  Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 


 Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 


 Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 


 Overview of PACE 


 Challenges of PACE 


 Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 PACE marketing may be challenging 


 Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 


 Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in 


PACE due to age 
 


Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 


Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 6 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 Financial Impact of PACE 


 Cost of Starting a PACE program 


 Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 


 Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 


 Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 


 Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 
 


Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  


Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 8 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 Possible partnership to develop PACE 


 PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  


 Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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 Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 


 Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 


 Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 
 


Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 


Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 8 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 City‘s involvement in establishing PACE 


 Possible locations for PACE in Alva 


 Infrastructure and Transportation 


 Stability of PACE 


 Financial Model of PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 


 No adult day health program in the town 


 Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 


 Area is very rural 
 


Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 


Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 7 


Discussion Topics  Overview of Duals Project 


 Overview of PACE Expansion 


 Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 


 Locations for possible PACE Center 


 Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Start-up costs is a barrier 


 Location for PACE center/services 
    


Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 


# of Attendees 32  


Questions Responses 


How many people receive Medicare benefits?  Majority of hands raised 


How many people receive Medicaid benefits?  Some hands raised 


What are some things you like about your current health 


plan? 
 Medicare pays the bills 


 Medicare does the paperwork 


 Likes supplemental insurance plan 


 Likes mostly everything about plan 


What are some things you dislike about your current health 


plan? 
 Does not cover eye care 


 Does not cover vision care 


 Does not cover dental care 


Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor‘s visit.  Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 


 Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 


 Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  


 No time spent on answering questions about 


personal health 


What health benefits/services are most important to you?   Eye care 


 Ear care 


 Dental care 


 Foot Care 
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 Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 


How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan?  Most people fairly satisfied 


 Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity 


of medications for what they pay 


 Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 


How would you feel if your health services, social 


interaction, meals, and therapy were located in one location? 
 Too Good to Be True 


 Sounds like Obamacare – don‘t like it 


 


Additional Comments/Concerns  Wants a health care plan that does not charge a 


premium 


 Does not want to travel outside home area for 


routine care 


 Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 


 Would like PCP to listen more 


 Would change PCP if necessary to get better 


care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


July – September 


2011 


 Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 


 Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 


 Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE 


expansion 


State PACE 


Staff  


October – December  


2011 


 Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns 


of utilization 


 Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather 


information regarding trends in PACE implementation 


 Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to 


organizations 


State PACE 


Staff 


January – February 


2012 


 Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 


 Create draft dual eligible proposal 


State PACE 


Staff 


March – May 


2012 


 Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 


 Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 


 Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 


 Submitted Final Proposal 


 Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 


State PACE 


Staff 


June – July  


2012 


 CMS proposal review 


 Release RFI 
CMS/OHCA 


July – December 


2012 


 1115 Waiver application process 


 Review RFI 


 Release RFP 


PACE 


Staff/OHCA  


January – March 


2013 


 Review RFP responses 


 Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 


State PACE 


Staff 


March – December 


2013 


 Review ICS Applications 


 Approve  ICS Application 


State PACE 


Staff 


January 2014  Program Implementation 
ICS 


organization 
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Member is determined a 


Care Coordinator 


Contacts member 


Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 


most acute primary 


Intake 


Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 


Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 


disease(s) and adherence to 


prescribed drug treatments. 


Assessment 
CC will look at other services 


member has access to including but 


not limited to having a case manager 


or monitoring and supporting one’s 


own health. 


Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 


of care and other guidelines. 


Adherence to their doctor’s 


treatment plans, motivation to adopt 


healthful lifestyle changes. After 


Action plan is agreed upon, determine 


method of future contact. 


Future methods of contact est. 


Approval 
Satisfaction 


Survey 


Acceptance 


And member 


continues to 


manage health 


effectively Next steps 
Determine next 


intervention 


Reassess action plan 


Reassess member and revisit 


action plan 


ICT 


ICT and CC identifies appropriate 


steps to enhancing member’s needs 


developing a care plan. CC may only 


need to review member’s records. 


Based on ICT, patient is now in 


(SoonerCare Silver) Care 


Coordination.  


For example: Specific behavioral and 


cognitive goals are set for each 


patient and monitored regularly.  


(Regular contact with Case Manager) 


 


Intake process 


Action Plan 


developed with 


(ICT) 


Review Action 


Plan with Member 


Continued contact with 
member 


Follow up is action being 


followed? 


Member Follow up 


FLOW CHART is BASED on: 


 Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 
Wellness Principles 


 Self-directed Care with a liaison to 
PCP office and to member 


 Evidence based Proven principles 


from OHCA 


 


“dual” 


care needs 
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To: Katie Altshuler
Subject: FW: Some Research- Dual Eligibles
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 10:21:29 PM
Attachments: OKProposal.pdf

This is the proposal for dual eligibles and it is pretty lengthy but the bottom line is mutli-
disciplinary case management/care coordination for fully dual eligible population.  I haven’t read
the whole thing but just under 80,000 should qualify.   
 
From: Giles, John F. 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Some Research- Dual Eligibles
 
Julie,
 
This is the proposal from OHCA on the Dual Eligible demonstration.  Phase 1 (planning grant) is
complete and has been officially sent to CMS and released for public comment.  They expect to

have their comments somewhere around July 1st.
 
It is a three prong approach:

1.       Care Coordination (18-24 months) between OHCA, CMS, and a vendor
a.       Must demonstrate saved dollars
b.      OHCA looking to release RFP if they receive funding; they already have several

statewide vendors interested
2.       PACE (but not PACE, because the eligibility requirements will differ), so I’ll call this a PACE-

lookalike
a.       OHCA is also pursuing an 1115 waiver for what they are calling ICS (Integrated Care

Sites/Services) to demonstrate Medicaid savings outside of the dual eligible project
3.       OU/Tulsa

a.       PMPM cost to provide dual eligibles with care coordination
 
 

25028
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Financial Models to Support State Efforts to Coordinate Care for Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 


Demonstration Proposal 


Oklahoma 


Summary:  In July 2011, CMS released a State Medicaid Directors' letter regarding two new models CMS 


will test for States to better align the financing of the Medicare and Medicaid programs, and integrate 


primary, acute, behavioral health and long term supports and services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  


These two models include: 


 Capitated Model: A State, CMS, and a health plan enter into a three-way contract, and the plan 
receives a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive, coordinated care.  


 Managed Fee-for-Service Model: A State and CMS enter into an agreement by which the State 
would be eligible to benefit from savings resulting from initiatives designed to improve quality 
and reduce costs for both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


To participate, States must demonstrate their ability to meet or exceed certain CMS established 


standards and conditions in either/both of these models. These standards and conditions include factors 


such as beneficiary protections, stakeholder engagement, and network adequacy among others.  In 


order for CMS to determine whether the standards and conditions have been met, States are asked to 


submit a demonstration proposal that outlines their proposed approach for the selected financial 


model(s). The Oklahoma Health Care Authority has submitted this proposal for CMS review. 


As part of the review process, CMS will seek public comment through a 30-day notice period.  During 


this time, interested individuals or groups may submit comments to help inform CMS’ review of the 


proposal. 


CMS will make all decisions related to the implementation of proposed demonstrations following a 


thorough review of the proposal and supporting documentation. Further discussion and/or 


development of certain aspects of the demonstration (e.g., quality measures, rate methodology, etc.)  


may be required before any formal agreement is finalized.    


Publication of this proposal does not imply CMS approval of the demonstration.   


Invitation for public comment:  We welcome public input on this proposal.  To be assured 


consideration, please submit comments by 5 p.m. EDT, July 1, 2012.  You may submit comments on this 


proposal to OK-MedicareMedicaidCoordination@cms.hhs.gov. 
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 


This document is Oklahoma‘s proposal for ―State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible 


Individuals‖.  The document describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), 


Oklahoma‘s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and operate an integrated delivery system and 


payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of care for dual 


eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 


Innovation (CMMI), Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state‘s 


dual eligible population.   
 


1) Oklahoma‘s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery 


mechanisms for Medicare and Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma‘s 


dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an interdisciplinary care team, this 


approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member‘s care.  This level of 


integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by 


SoonerCare and Medicare.  Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks 


to improve member access to appropriate services, integrate a comprehensive range of services for 


individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 


2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), 


the second approach to care integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care 


coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care 


coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 


management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the 


development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, 


and e) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.  
 


3) Oklahoma‘s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated 


Care Sites (ICS) demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of 


All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) model, while making some modifications to the existing 


PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to benefit from the proven 


high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 


demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the 


PACE model. 
 


Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 


In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has 


designed a model of care coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the 


target population by improving care management and access, while reducing costs by improving 


efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has historically 


been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 


The OHCA care coordination program known as ―SoonerCare Silver‖ aims to improve the integration of 


care by adding care coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently 


receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the 


member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure the member is receiving all 


the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
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work collectively to develop and implement the member‘s action plan to achieve a positive health 


outcome.   
 


Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 


Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ 


subset/etc.) 
All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 


Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service 


areas) 
Statewide  


Summary of Covered Benefits  


Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health 


benefits, care coordination services will be offered to 


the eligible full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   


Financing Model Fee-for-Service 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 


detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:  September 2011 thru 


March 2012 


Workgroup meetings: October  2011 thru February 


2012 


Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 


Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 


2012 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both 


Medicare and SoonerCare. Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries 


(SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered ―full benefit‖ duals. The bulk of 


Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 


coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-


term care services.  Fragmented care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services 


often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  Recently, national attention is being 


directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 


In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually 


eligible SoonerCare members by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care 


delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to primary care and behavioral health services, 2) 


improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to the target population.   
 


The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and 


SoonerCare while providing care coordination at the point of member access to services through the two 


healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this program, these dually eligible SoonerCare 


members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health providers in an 


efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery 


system as quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been 


differences in benefits, different billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and 


appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination of services will reduce member 


barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the comprehensive 
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benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can 


direct members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, 


and who are more thoroughly educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently 


reoccurring comorbidities.  
 


Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 


727,369 SoonerCare members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people 


who were eligible in both categories at the same time, and are called dually eligible
1
.  In June 2011, 


there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide
2
.  Total enrollment for dual 


eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 


1%, African American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 


0.7%
3
.  By age and gender, the demographics of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females 


less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than age 65 -22%
4
.  


The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or 


SoonerCare.  They are characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also 


may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral health impairments and have a higher rate of 


being low-income
5
.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports national trending 


in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge 


as they constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher 


percentage of spending.  Looking at those without existing case management services, 62 percent were 


characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled 


Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 


are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 


The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all 


Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 


 Overall Individuals receiving 


LTSS in institutional 


settings 


Individuals receiving 


LTSS in HCBS settings 


other 


Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  


Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  


Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  


Individuals with a serious mental 


illness 


8,421 383 1,085 6,953 


 


Care Model Overview 


Oklahoma‘s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban 


counties, Cleveland, Comanche, Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state‘s population.  


Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, 


McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state‘s citizens living in one of the remaining 


68 rural counties
6
.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible 


members residing in all of Oklahoma‘s counties with limited exceptions.  
 


                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a 


different point in time than overall numbers. 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State‘s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 



http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma

http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg
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Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa‘s Health Innovation Zone 


(THIZ), PACE and the ICS will be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All 


other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care coordination services through their current 


benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare Silver program.  
 


General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid 


Eligibility guidelines are described in Appendix B. 
 


Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 


spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-


covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 


a citizen or permanent resident of the United States.  If 


you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 


if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease 


(permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 


transplant). 


There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 


A benefits at age 65 without having to pay premiums. 


There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 


A benefits under age 65 without having to pay 


premiums. 


 


 


In general, the following groups of individuals may 


qualify for SoonerCare services: 


Adults with children under 19  


Children under 19 and pregnant women  


Individuals 65 and older  


Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  


Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer 


treatment  


Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family 


planning needs 


In addition to the citizenship and the state residency 


requirements, a SoonerCare applicant must meet 


categorical and financial requirements. 


SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA‘s 


website http://www.okhca.org/  


 


As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid 


and Medicare will automatically be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be 


required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the program, should they choose to no longer 


participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential members prior 


to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside 


vendor, OHCA, and CMS. 
 


Oklahoma‘s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support 


for implementation, with a variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support 


for dual eligible members.  These members will now be offered the additional service of care 


coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit of care 


coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member‘s services together.  The care 


coordinator will work directly with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such 


as the nurse case manager, social worker and other providers who are currently providing services to the 


member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing Part D services.  Care 


coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve 


as a liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the 


community or a facility.  
 


The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA 


care management program.  This program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected 


SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-one staff assistance, called 


―practice facilitation‖.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 


software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, 
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practice facilitators collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of 


care through implementation of enhanced disease management protocols and improved patient tracking 


and reporting systems
7
.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care management.  This program is 


offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive modeling 


software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in 


education, an individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 


Lessons learned from OHCA‘s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing 


appropriate and proficient services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  


People who are dually eligible, even those with the most complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  


But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that can be modeled for 


the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population 


to identify opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 


Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management 


(SCCM).  SCCM is for members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are 


directed to specific programs that address their exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  


SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited to: the coordination of out of 


state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 


and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for 


supportive services, such as private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 


OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma 


Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health 


homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with chronic mental illnesses.  Children 


diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who qualify, 


and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, 


who coordinates a team of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 


Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health 


centers (CMHCs) and their satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based 


mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, assessment and referral services, emergency 


services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community support services 


designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 


therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All 


CMHCs provide services to both adults and children.  
 


With the integration of health homes, the CMHC‘s will have the additional offering of providing wrap 


around comprehensive behavioral health services to eligible members with an established PCP 


relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated facilities and the other ten are 


contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 


centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about 


numbers of health homes participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual 


eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS‘ website 


http://ok.gov/odmhsas/.  
 


Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. 


The purpose is to reduce inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care 


                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS Child Welfare Worker, counselor, 


teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a task to be 


completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a 


month. 
 


As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually 


eligible, (HMP excludes dual eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) 


these programs still provide a rich array of information that can be used to significantly improve the 


delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to the need 


for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program‘s steady responses to a population who 


resides in the same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of 


Care are additional programs that will help provide a framework of information for providing care 


coordination to the duals.  
 


Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these 


programs, members are offered case management services.  While case management provides some help 


with support services and other programs along with monitoring a member‘s health and welfare, case 


management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 


A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  


complementary to existing services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, 


individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental disabilities are assigned a care 


coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be responsible 


for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual‘s needs.  No 


services will be added to those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering 


care coordination on their existing services. 
 


These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would 


receive would be oriented toward quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care 


coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a member.  Those members not in a waiver or 


HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare and Medicaid 


savings.
8
  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual 


eligible member; notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 


Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 


Name Operator 
Targeted 


Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


Advantage 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


Aging 


Elderly, 


physically 


disabled 21+ 


HCBS OKDHS 


Case managers from private industry provider 


agencies develop a waiver services plan that takes 


into account the member‘s informal supports and 


other programs.  These providers are responsible 


for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in case management scope. 


Community 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3 


and older 
HCBS OKDHS 


For each of these waiver programs, State agency 


case managers develop service plans, which include 


residential services.  These case managers are 


responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan 


and the member‘s health and welfare.  Disease 


Homeward 


Bound 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 
Class members HCBS OKDHS 


                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Name Operator 
Targeted 


Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


In-home 


Supports for 


Adults 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD 18 and 


older 
HCBS OKDHS 


management is not in case management scope. 


In-home 


Supports for 


Children 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3- 


17 
HCBS OKDHS 


PACE 
OHCA-


OLL 
55 and older 


Capitated 


model 


Medicare 


& 


Medicaid 


The PACE provider furnishes case management 


and is responsible for development of a service 


plan. 


Living 


Choice 


demonstration 


OHCA-


OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 


For these waiver programs, case managers from 


private industry provider agencies develop a 


transition/community plan that takes into account 


the member‘s informal supports and other 


programs.  These providers are responsible for 


monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in case management scope. 


 


 


My Life; My 


Choice 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 


Living Choice 


(MFP) 


graduates with 


physical 


disabilities and 


younger than 65 


HCBS OHCA 


Sooner 


Seniors 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 


Living Choice 


(MFP) 


graduates who 


are 65 and older 


HCBS OHCA 


Medically 


Fragile 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 


Nursing 


Facilities or 


ICFs-MR 


OHCA   OHCA 


Member is admitted to facility under physician‘s 


orders and is monitored 24/7 by staff.  A Minimum 


Data Set is completed and the care plan is 


developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at 


least quarterly or when a significant change in the 


member‘s condition occurs. 


State Plan 


Personal Care 


OKDHS-


Aging 
All ages 


Personal 


care 
OKDHS 


Nurses from private industry provider agencies 


develop a personal care services plan that takes into 


account the member‘s informal supports and other 


programs.  These providers are responsible for 


monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in the scope of personal care services.  In 


addition, the State agency nurse who assesses the 


member performs ongoing monitoring and makes a 


determination regarding level of care. 


Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; 


OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally 


Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care 


Facilities for Mental Retardation 
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Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care 


coordinator will review the member‘s current level of participation to determine if the member is 


already enrolled in any existing program.  The care coordinator will specifically check other OHCA 


programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers and/or State plan 


services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing 


specialty behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans 


(SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care 


coordination staff can monitor the member‘s participation through the case manager or through case 


management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 


utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 


In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct 


populations.  


1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and 


Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 


2) Nursing facility residents;  


3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental 


Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  


4) ―Target‖ group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  
 


Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 


Population 


Chronically 


Ill Dual 


Eligibles 


Medicare 


Member 


Months 


Total Medicare/ 


Medicaid 


Spending 


PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


per 1,000 


Total 


OP 


Visits 


per 


1,000 


Total SNF 


Days 


per 1,000 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


per 1,000 


Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 


ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 


Nursing 


Facility 
10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 


DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 


TOTAL 
(Unduplicated


) 


 


78,115 


 


879,729 


 


$2,181,710,259 


 


$2,480 


 


627 


 


5,039 


 


3,319 


 


5,982 
 


Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section 


will briefly describe potential sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a 


slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service system, and will require a new approach to solve an 


old problem.  
 


ER Utilization Program 


People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital 


admissions.  As a part of implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their 


professional associations will need to be strengthened.  The hospitals serve as a significant provider of 


medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now presented to discuss 


hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 


inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a 


recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that 


is, by definition, ―hospitalizations that could have been avoided, either because the condition could have 


been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care‖.  Collaborating around the issue of 


Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of 


care for duals and reduce expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of 
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the recent initiative ―Partnership for Patients‖ which lists reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of 


its goals. 
 


Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect 


members to their PCP, and schedule appointments for their care around the member‘s personal schedule.  


This anticipated relationship is intended to help the member plan for health care services and visit the 


emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by their PCP. 
 


Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent 


hospitalizations will result in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their 


PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health care providers prepare daily to address the 


specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health history and 


chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced 


earlier, educate providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each 


member/patient. 
 


Hospital Integrations 


Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that ―Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from 


CMS to cut readmissions.  In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a 


final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more attention to patients after discharge.  A key component 


of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high numbers of patients are readmitted, 


prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.‖ 
 


The article continues, ―With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial 


consequences to take action.  Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs 


that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to their home.  The Medicare reimbursement 


change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about patients on an 


outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.‖  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to 


foster a new type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality 


care and reduced costs.  The care coordinator will work with the member‘s hospital to allow a better 


coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  


As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up 


with a patient‘s action plan.  This will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, 


pharmacists, and others, who can review the member‘s initial completed assessment data and make a 


recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The review team 


can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient‘s records. 
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Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 


 
 


SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 


Care Coordinator  


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 


license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical 


experience is required and preference will be given to those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience 


and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: Notifying the member 


of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 


manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress 


of a member.  Routinely the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the 


improvement of a member‘s health care.  It will also be essential to maintain interaction with the 


member‘s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member and the 


provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will 


also address any language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require 


a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 


Social Services Coordinator 


The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical 


science or related field.  Also requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in 


an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with people with disabilities.  The Social Service 


Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which involve the 


member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator 


will also address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community 


resources/social agencies in a member‘s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a 


member how to care for their individual medical or behavioral health care needs. 
 


Nurse Care Management Supervisor  


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 


license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of 


experience in a medical or behavioral health setting and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working 


with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret governmental regulations 


as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 


Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the 


public in general.  Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and 


tracking performance. 
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Behavioral Health Specialist 


The staff for this position will possess a master‘s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a 


program which qualifies for licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed 


marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This position also calls for at least four years of full time 


professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative or management position. 


This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 


communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 


Administrative/Management 


The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be 


responsible for: 


 Hiring staff 


 Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 


 Enrollment/disenrollment of members 


 Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 


 Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 


 Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 


 Referral and authorization processes 


 Assist with claims submission 


 Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 


 Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the 


care coordinator will be handled 
 


Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The flow chart above describes the member‘s movement through the care coordination system, and the 


services that are available as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination 


process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit the system at any time during the process.  The 


member‘s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered a vital part of the 


support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member‘s care plan.  







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


12 


 


This caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the 


member receives needed services and the best quality of care.  
 


The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA‘s 


experience with existing care coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear 


to have relevance for Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population.  OHCA will implement a care coordination 


program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program success and that 


appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features 


are: 


 Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 


 Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  


 Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 


 Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient‘s hospitalization and enhance the care 


coordinator‘s potential to manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 


 Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 


 Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  


Some practices have made onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients 


privately before or after their visits. 


 Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 


 Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 


 Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 


After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform 


ongoing assessments.  Should a member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care 


coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may also be given a referral from a behavioral 


health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information on behavioral 


health resources convenient to their geographic location.   


 


Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-


morbidities.  Behavioral health is an important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible 


population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities (including substance abuse issues) and 


must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  Currently, 


both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute 


psychiatric hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a 


care coordination model with such a focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health 


concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have access to and are knowledgeable about the 


importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the service system.  It 


is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through 


the vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting 


with community-based resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, 


emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the 


community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement with the vendor(s).  


Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service 


available in the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community 


Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and other community resources, the member can be referred to 


help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
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OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are 


necessary for a comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project 


staff will oversee the procurement process and subsequent contract award and development; the 


implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the information services platform 


to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and member 


service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward 


project outcomes. 


A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to 


obtain stakeholder input from beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to 


conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared savings to include in the financing structure. 
 


Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by 


predictive modeling software, which will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing 


interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, based on the risk assessment for 


each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 


SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling 


and measurement, clinical surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care 


Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to identify members with the most complex and 


comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to use the MedAI 


software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care 


management systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical 


and financial decisions.  MedAI‘s website describes its strength as a provider of analytics for 


healthcare
9
.  


 


The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting 


members‘ participation, progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made 


to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for multiple professional users to access health records, and a 


care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if a face-to-face meeting is not 


warranted for the decision about the members‘ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 


coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, 


care coordinators will receive claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care 


coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims information, member history information, PCP 


information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to develop an action 


plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of 


concerns, develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall 


coordination of care among various disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective 


outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management (Atlantes Levels of Care) are: 


Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. 


Additional levels of care can be added as needed.  
 


Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of 


quality metrics that will be used to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, 


vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and the care coordinator can support the 


member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational entity that 


provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that 


comprise effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active 


engagement by the member, family and others involved with the healthcare of the member.  


                                                 
9 http://www.medai.com/. 



http://www.medai.com/
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As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at 


a minimum) the standards already established in the state‘s existing care management programs.  In 


regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be available for the care coordinator to access the 


history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been reviewed, the care 


coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the 


individual‘s family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the 


member through the developed care plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress 


and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for tracking adjustments, claims, finance 


information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, and 


contracts on a member‘s account. 
 


The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be 


contracted out to vendors.  At this time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current 


infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination services provided by the vendor through 


contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and monitoring cost 


savings. 
 


In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and 


concluded that care coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared 


factors that build on existing services.  Studies conducted regarding care coordination and evidence 


based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  


1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in 


person per month for the care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 


2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk 


for hospitalizations to have an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of 


readmissions. 


3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 


4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital 


staff to provide programs with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 


5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member‘s cases.  Physicians that 


participated in the studies ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet 


prior to or after health care appointments.          


6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 


7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 


The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care 


coordination will apply all of these elements to provide the best quality of services to members 


addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary 


disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer‘s, Arthritis, and Affective and 


other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, 


and other aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 


This chart shows how all components of a member‘s care will have to work together, with the Care 


Coordinator being the missing link between the member and any of these services. 
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Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 


 


 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled 


the timelines and intent of the demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into 


workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the project design.  Since September of 2011, 


dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, including, but not 


limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose 


membership includes dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, 


government staff, elected officials and anyone who has an interest in the design of a service delivery 


model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid
10


.  
 


The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  


Project staff members also see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of 


workgroups are aware of the related tasks and recommendations of other workgroups, and those 


principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder Meeting dates and 


location(s): 


 
1


st
 Stakeholder Meeting September 29


th
, 2011 Boldt Construction Center 


2
nd


 Stakeholder Meeting November 30
th
, 2011 Metro Technology Center 


3
rd


 Stakeholder Meeting January 19
th
, 2012 OHCA 


4
th
 Stakeholder Meeting March 22


nd
, 2012 OUHSC College of Allied Health 


5
th
 Stakeholder Meeting April 20


th
, 2012 OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 


6
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 3


rd
, 2012 Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 


7
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 14


th
, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 


 


Workgroups were assembled into four groups. They are: All things Communications; Care 


Coordination; Behavioral Health; and Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent 


meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder Meetings.  The majority of our 


workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 


                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291  



http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291
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Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 


 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health 
 


Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders 


and workgroup invitations were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal 


consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health 


Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an overview of 


the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our 


community partners from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and 


community mental health centers.  This proved to be very effective and gathered excellent feedback for 


our member‘s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with 


stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs 


serving the citizens of our state. 
 


People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare 


members.  Complaints are to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted 


directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 of the Member Handbook, written in English 


and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member‘s denial of services or treatment, as requested by 


their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission 


appeals
11


.  
 


OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other 


stakeholders to focus on planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency 


upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 


strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff conducted numerous 


formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small 


workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of 


seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The planning and development unit is 


comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 


design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and 


involvement of many stakeholders.  
 


Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the 


involvement and support around the agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will 


seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting to discuss the opportunity, and then 


follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller sub-


groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 


After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through 


email, web updates, and attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to 


provide feedback, starting with their comments about the program design, and thereafter.  Upon 


implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as advisors to 


dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a 


                                                 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf   
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scheduled basis, along with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to 


OHCA‘s public information office, ―a number of voices help to shape SoonerCare programs and 


policies.‖ 
 


The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care 


services and make recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial 


concerns related to the administration of the agency; Information related to the management, and 


operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well as consumers and other 


state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 
 


Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive 


feedback about the project.  http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291. 
 


Financing and Payment 


OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying 


the resources needed to enter into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from 


savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the challenges of the upfront investment in 


care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from resulting 


savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or 


exceeding established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 


Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing 


Medicare and Medicaid enrollment figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing 


enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it seems a logical conclusion to examine 


increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of services.  


OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are 


dually eligible. 
 


PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health 


care initiatives for government-sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review 


Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their 


most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually eligible in 


Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually 


eligible in that time period was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of 


Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid not covered by Medicare, without the full 


range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for the period of 


time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model 


creates potential for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for 


the target population.  Targeted for reduction are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient 


visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is supported by patterns of 


expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 


current care coordination model literature). 
 


Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 


                                            


 Medicare Medicaid Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 


Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 


LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 


Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 



http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291
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Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 


High-level analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 


management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 


from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 


have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  


Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling 


that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 


factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved.  
 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 


Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial 


Infarction  


$6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 


2. Chronic Kidney 


Disease  


$5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 


3. Other Psychotic 


Disorders  


$5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 


4. Developmental 


Disorders  


$5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 


5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 


6. Substance Related 


Disorders  


$5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 


7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 


8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 


9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 


10. Other Depressive 


Disorders  


$4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 


These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first 


year due to Care Coordination. 
 


A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to 


refine savings estimates, to reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, 


and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic care coordination program will ultimately 


encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of behavioral health 


conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of 


co-morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member‘s behavioral health needs before 


seeking to improve their physical health and chronic care self-management skills
12


.  The first year of the 


project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an integrated services model.  In future years, 


the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more effectively prevent or 


reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits
13


.  
 


                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk 


based contract with an outside vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and 


receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be accomplished by releasing a request for 


proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a qualified 


vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  


The vendor(s) will receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality 


measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   


The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP 


has been released, the OHCA will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single 


vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver program is intended to be statewide 


covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 


Expected Outcomes 


The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to 


CMS.  Program data is organized and distributed monthly via ―Fast Facts.‖ Member satisfaction will be 


tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance Department monitors claim accuracy 


and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key metrics 


related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes 


of evaluation by CMS. 


 


After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following 


services:  Emergency Room visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, 


prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services will be reported monthly, along with methods of 


reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated into the care 


coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care 


management offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital 


admissions with the dual eligible population.  Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, 


discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in reducing costs to overall patient 


services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure education 


from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of 


Michigan Hospital who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart 


failure due to discharge.  This study showed improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic 


heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination could reduce emergency room 


visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 


decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall 


lower expenditures 
 


Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting 


adherence to pharmacologic regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. 


However, after three years, with care coordination overall reduction in prescription coverage is likely to 


occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of durable medical 


equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor‘s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to 


show the following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 


Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 


Outcome Results 


 Increase member participation  in health literacy and 


medical adherence   


 Increased member scheduled appointments with 


PCP 


 Increased kept appointments with PCP 
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Outcome Results 


 Increased member participation in disease –specific 


education and self-directed care 


 Increased number of action plans being followed 


 Increase in primary care provider use and 


expenditures.  increased expenditures in year 1 , year 


2, and leveling off in year 3 


 Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab 


work. 


 No change in annual expenditures 


 Increase in physician specialty use with decreased 


expenses 


 Decrease in total expenditures related to physician 


specialty services 


 Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- 


decreased expenses in year 1 and subsequent 


decreased visits by people who are dually eligible 


 Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 


 Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions 


(within 30 days, 60 days, 90 days) 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 


 Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare 


skilled nursing days 


 Better management of overall health for duals 


 Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  


 Increase in home- and community-based service use 


and expenditures.   


 Increase in HCBS expenditures 


 


Analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 


management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 


from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 


have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  


Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  


that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 


factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. Based on current spending and applying anticipated 


cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care coordination. 


Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 


Services Total Spending 


% quality 


outcomes 


Yr. 3 for 


RX year 1 year 2 year 3 


Inpatient $428,856,323.40  0.05    


 


  


$21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  


Outpatient $142,411,656.10  0.03 $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  


LTC $517,853,846.08  0.03 $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  


Prescriptions $324,698,399.00  0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95  $16,234,919.95  $32,469,839.90  


Physicians $157,435,269.40  0.05 


 


$7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


The state‘s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for 


the Oklahoma Medicaid (SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma 


heading and controlling costs of state-purchased health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee 


multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external vendor(s) so 


additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 


The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange 


for the release an RFP that supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  


Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to follow regarding adherence to 


documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 


selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for 
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day to day operations of the proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage 


enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to 


lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible for hiring prospective 


staff to include: 


 Program Management 


 Nurse Care Coordinators 


 Social services workers 


 IT staff 


 Administrative staff 
 


Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules 


have been identified as needing to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to 


determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service 


programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
 


There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the 


SoonerCare Silver program will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full 


benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except for those areas covered by the THIZ, 


PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 


program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care 


coordination services as part of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 


The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by 


most states.  The Oklahoma State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From 


all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, and requests for legislative funding would be 


considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely solely on the costs 


savings projected through the reductions available through implementation
14


. 
 


Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination 


program for people who are dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively 


implement the project that will require funding for three primary components very early on.  Those 


components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring for 


dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care 


coordination RFP; and 3) funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about 


people who are dual eligible and their patterns of hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and 


the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after implementation, it will be 


difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 


There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with 


implementation.  Care coordination services may have an impact on services already in the state plan 


and within waiver administration.   
 


Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform 


that will manage dual eligible enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars 


will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, 


                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


22 


 


and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible activity in the service 


delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the 


projected costs savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a 


platform for services to the duals, and administer the program for the eighteen months until the first 


reimbursement payment. 
 


The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and 


Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, 


OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state‘s mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for 


the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for member 


enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state 


health department (OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have 


significant impact and state level agencies in any state should be able to use the care coordination 


program to deliver a complex range of services. 
 


Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use 


assistance at some time.  As a result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in 


Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more fully engaged in, more fully informed 


about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care services. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 


Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  


The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, 


Lower Costs striving to improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all 


Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 


 Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired 


conditions would decrease by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean 


approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 60,000 lives saved over three 


years.  


 Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during 


a transition from one care setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions 


would be reduced by 20% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 


million patients would recover from illness without suffering a preventable complication requiring 


re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  
 


OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce 


health care acquired conditions, and work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care 


providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop collaborative learning for 


hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 


HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  


OHCA‘s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care 


Strategies (CHCS) for reducing racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA 


continues to build on key actions steps that include: 


1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation 


of silos.  


2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the 


HHS Disparities Action Plan.  
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OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing 


―Improving Health Care Quality for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,‖ to ensure programs 


provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations while improving health disparities. 
 


Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 


The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 


spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of 


Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the 


redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 


population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 


community level integrated care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 


to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 


education. 
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 


is delivered to complex beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, 


but also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and 


negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a Health 


Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of 


population level protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of 


these methods into the graduate medical education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to 


begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary 


care services through participating practices. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 


79,891 


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for 


Demonstration 


Approximately 3,200 


Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 


Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 


Financing Model PMPM Payment 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 


detailed information) 


THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 


Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 


Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 


Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 


Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 


spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three 


or more comorbidities. These members require extended coordination of care and in many instances 


benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a mental health 


diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in 


unnecessary hospital admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor 
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coordination between primary care and behavioral health remains a major barrier to care. Further, 


members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based support 


services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The 


integration of primary care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are 


necessary to address gaps and barriers to care present in the current health system.  
 


While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the 


clinician‘s lack of access to data about the entirety of the members‘ clinical history or current clinical 


utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician‘s ability to provide timely and appropriate 


care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in addressing this 


issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the 


emergency department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other 


complex or acute health needs. Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits 


to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care physicians will have an enhanced capability through 


the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and identification of those in 


need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 


member care plans of providers across the community. 
 


Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each 


provider often acts alone, unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider 


clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the patient. In addition, communication amongst providers 


across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. Medications and orders often 


change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care plan 


are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as 


physical therapy, hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, 


speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational therapy, as well as environmental modification, 


personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to communicate back to the 


prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 


barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this 


issue. Through such a mechanism the member‘s care plan would be centrally held within the community 


health information exchange and, ideally, managed by the member‘s primary care physician. Evidenced 


based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated into the integrated care 


plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 


Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and 


diabetes directly benefit from the integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. 


The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a well-developed practice and the capacity to 


coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease management 


protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been 


unattainable in most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the 


clinical practice to maximize quality and lower cost.  
 


While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery 


system, it is critical to focus on those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents 


within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new providers represent the physician leaders of 


tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, demanding an 


environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be 


tightly integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in 


which advanced tools can be leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
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To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign 


of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 


population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 


community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 


in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate 


medical education.   
 


Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University 


of Oklahoma, SOCM operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the 


―Health Access Network‖. This program builds upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical 


Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. The HAN contributes 


skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, 


epidemiology and biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation 


and training methodologies. Through this program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to 


receive services at which point all those members assigned to the providers‘ Patient Centered Medical 


Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly successful 


in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. 


Currently, the HAN provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model 


could easily be extended to support the dually eligible population within the state.  
 


We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN‘s 


administrative function will allow for the enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty 


care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for example). Upon joining, those practices 


and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service and/or 


payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 


Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK 


region and who are identified as receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health 


Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region 


provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the National 


Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified 


Health Centers spanning six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of 


Home and Community Based Providers, numerous hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social 


support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services providers are brought 


together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 


Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient 


interviews, CMS utilization patterns, as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM 


proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach focusing on: 


1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  


2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the 


population 


3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  


4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of 


chronic disease,  


5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


26 


 


Redesign of the Care Team: 


SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost 


dually eligible members.  Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult 


Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). Teams are comprised not only of individuals in 


traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral health specialists, 


Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central 


facilitator of the member‘s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social 


settings. This key role serves to ensure all necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and 


outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most members will need brief, infrequent Care 


Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, ‗high-touch‘ 


interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. 


A proposed care coordination tier model follows: 
 


Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   


 Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and 


automated health reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The 


MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care needs and alert the provider to send notices to the 


Member.    
 


Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    


 Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman‘s 


Care Transitions Intervention (CTI) and Mary Naylor‘s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The 


eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals Medicare Beneficiary 


readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by 


managing disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and 


improving access to social, community and home based support services. Such interventions will 


improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  This program would allow 


the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 


addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health 


Information Exchange (HIE). 
 


Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such 


as immunizations and wellness exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  


Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support for managing targeted chronic diseases. 


Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices are being 


followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are 


achieving desired quality and adherence standards.   
 


Community Level Integrated Care Plan 


At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed 


of discreet sections pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP 


captures and summarizes all pertinent information that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like 


many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated medications, allergies, and the 


primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates not 


only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient‘s desired health goals, 


listing actions plans for each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list ―reading better‖ and 


―walking daily‖ as two principal health goals. Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on 


improving the patient‘s glycemic control and preventing vascular complications. Meanwhile, the Care 
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Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus reducing the 


symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review 


progress with the primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best 


meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder and member focus groups indicate that when patients, 


physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals facilitated by a coordinated ICP, 


health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
 


Long term support and Community Based Services: 


Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and 


community based and long term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or 


disabilities often need long term monitoring and assistance with disease self-management, activities of 


daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must engage with community social 


service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 


stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health 


services, elder care, FQHC‘s, housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native 


American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, allowing us to better shape our efforts 


toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community‘s backing, care 


Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which 


includes those members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state‘s home 


and community based long term care services system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in 


their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate transitions of care amongst 


those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 


acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient 


and quality health care.    
 


Evidence Based Protocols 


Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, 


diabetes, and COPD.  All participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the 


same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa 


will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and establish better 


information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients 


are empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary 


hospitalizations, readmissions and emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending 


best practices will be made available for the physicians and care coordinators that includes, but is not 


limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care delivery 


strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and 


monitored by a committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This 


group will meet as needed on a regular basis to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and 


recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 


Graduate Medical Education 


As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from 


practice models based on volume to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical 


school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for graduating physicians toward 


accomplishing the ‗Triple aim‘ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 


populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods 


described above into new curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as 


visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
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Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 


is delivered to complex members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but 


also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and negatively 


affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as Health Information 


Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of 


population level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon 


which begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated 


in the planning of this proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups 


formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups 


to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program stakeholders will 


continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the 


outcomes of the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements 


follow: 
 


Meeting Data 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC) 07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 07/27/2011 


Provider Focus Group  08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 08/18/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/14/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/15/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services 09/27/2011 
Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City 09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting 11/02/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 11/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 02/06/2012 
OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting 03/22/2012 
 


In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged 


Dual Eligible members within the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to 


determine the presence of gaps in care among members and their caregivers. Physician uptake of the 


Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 


Through focus groups our members told us: 


1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  


2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  


3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   


These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 


Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 


1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such 


recommendations at home. 
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2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, 


costs of drugs, uncertainty of why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians 


and pharmacists. 


3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of 


life. 


4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-


pharmacologic therapies (e.g. counseling) is particularly underutilized. 


5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients 


– but actual execution of such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in 


coordination are often not communicated back to the prescribing physician. 


6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service 


support but often lack the knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 


7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the 


knowledge/coordination with the primary care physician.  


8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, 


laboratory results) inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be 


time-consuming for care coordinators and providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to 


aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 


9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain 


unknown to their providers. 


10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. 


Physicians‘ understanding of their patients‘ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens 


remains poorly understood. 
 


Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 


1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers 


to benefit patient care. 


2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each 


other. 


3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient‘s goals of care. 


The Care Coordinator can capture the ICP. 


4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 


5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients 


will require regular, high-touch interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the 


level/extent of services patients will require. 


6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to 


excessively high levels of dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  


7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be 


integrated with office personnel and operational systems. 


8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, 


to ensure that data is shared among providers and coordinators. 


9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no 


more than four to six homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 


10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the 


Care Coordinator, and shared with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a 


routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress toward their stated goals in the ICP. 
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Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a 


patient-centered, population health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. 


Providers shall actively engage members, families and caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision 


making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that incorporate strong linkages to 


community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 


recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of 


members in decision making.  Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint 


and grievance process and are encouraged to express their concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 


Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 


language, sexual orientation, disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in 


languages other than English to include, but not limited to Spanish. Members have access to care, timely 


post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments within normal hours of 


operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 


coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and 


implementation of their care plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to 


further enhance and strengthen their support, and promote their own self-care, independence, culture and 


autonomy. 
 


Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality 


medical care, which is often delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding 


unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and emergency room visits whenever possible.  
 


Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by 


member rights that support individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 


Financing and Payment 


The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk 


adjusted based on a three year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical 


condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. 


Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving achieved to reflect 


efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core 


function support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this 


enhanced, non-visit based compensation to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams 


(care managers, community health workers social workers, pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) 


through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data analysts. 
 


Expected Outcomes 


The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics 


related to the model‘s clinical quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of 


services, and cost outcomes for the target population. Member experience will be reported by 


participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices‘ standard business 


operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate 


continued best practices and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be 


trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of performance.  
 


The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 


Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  


Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein NQF 0064  
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Name of Measure Standard Target 


Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 


Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient 


Facility 


NQF 0097  


Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be 


avoided B) Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 


NQF 0022  


Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 


Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty 


care 


MyHealth 15  


Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the 


actual visit, but the time at which the appointment is made) 


MyHealth 16  


Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  


Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 


Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 


CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 


All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  


30 Day Readmission CHF   


CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   


 


The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for 


the population enrolled. The PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care 


coordination, analytics other services necessary to support the effective implementation of the program 


and associated care model within participating practices.  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


Tulsa proposes an extension of the state‘s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in 


place. The HAN provides focused care management, care coordination, and care transition services as 


well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid population within the state.  The HAN 


further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates improvements in 


care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation 


and assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid 


Health Access Network provides an economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider 


implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the following measures will be undertaken: 


 Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and 


metrics unique to this proposal.  


 All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home 


model.  


 Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and 


provider level quality metrics.  
 


Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption 


of standard processes across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the 


included appendices) 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the 


future may impact the ability to implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues 
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discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers 


to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 


Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health 


Access network program throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma 


School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 39,000 members. As enrollment increases, 


additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and productivity. This 


program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be 


expanded to support additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 


A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 


The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, ―all in‖ approach to CMS initiatives to 


improve care for individuals and populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded 


either to the community, or a community partner of the University. Programs which may positively 


impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 


Awarded:  


Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 


Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 


Submitted:  


CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 


Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact    


of its use. 


 


CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 


3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in 


community 
 


Pending Submission:  


3026, MyHealth – community partner 


Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 


Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – 


community partner 
 


Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 


Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and 


older living in the geographic region of proposed ICS 


site. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  


Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 


Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and 


a rural area of the state.   


Summary of Covered Benefits  


All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits 


currently available to members enrolled in a PACE 


program 
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Financing Model Capitated model 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  


(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D 


asks for more detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 


Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 


Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 


2012 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care 


program.  The PACE model is centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with 


chronic care needs and their families to be served in the community whenever possible.  PACE is a 


federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their communities and out 


of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and 


rehabilitation facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive 


continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The 


current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential growth.  There are 86 


operating PACE programs in 29 states
15


.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  


Although, PACE has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it 


has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 


There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and 


only PACE program sponsored by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible 


individuals living within the five surrounding counties of Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care 


has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are eligible for both 


Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as 


a result of being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much 


independence as possible within the community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant 


savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves approximately $103,587 a 


month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 


Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to 


establish a design that utilizes the solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some 


modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better care, better health, and 


increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 


integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for 


substantially more people than it currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 


There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of 


Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age 


or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic service area will be eligible to 


participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 


who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who 


are dually eligible and do not reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the 


ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and/or Lawton and in at least one other 


area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, Lawton and 


three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both 


                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Medicare and Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be 


eligible for the ICS program.  
 


Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 


Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 


Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 


Cleveland County 3,730 


Muskogee County 3,128 


Leflore County 2,651 
 


Care Model Overview 


The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 


Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 


 Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 


 Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of 


care as defined by the state. 


 Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and 


chronic medical conditions as well as some functional limitations as determined by at the 


minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 


Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 


 The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs 


of the individual participant with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a 


Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social Worker. 


 The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as 


consistent with state law and have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to 


assessments, care planning, and providing primary care to participants. 


 The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are 


provided to participants. 
 


The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability 


potential and growth of the traditional PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed 


there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who are age 45 or older in the 


state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential 


of allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility 


will allow the states to utilize the ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger 


proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the traditional PACE model is the notion of 


preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent on an 


individual‘s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed 


upon preventive care services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve 


care and better manage the use of Medicare and Medicaid covered services provided to these 


individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of individuals who 


would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 


The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of 


expanding the growth and capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing 


that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based on the needs of the individual participant 


with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed modification 
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would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team 


with requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the 


participant‘s individual health needs has the potential to enhance program efficiency without 


compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for Nurse Practitioners as 


consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs 


a challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is 


limited by the PACE center‘s ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent 


with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational 


modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is not intended to 


eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the 


provision of all necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult 


day health care center, senior centers, etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building 


are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming PACE providers.  This modification 


will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior center 


and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of 


constructing a building, that comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 


OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the 


state where a high concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to 


mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot 


program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the modifications requested. 


The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is 


being piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the 


ICS provider.  The specified geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street 


boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 


Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in 


the Medicaid program at their county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office 


also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if they have not met the automatic 


qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 


inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those 


individuals who reside in the service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the 


option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may qualify for. 
 


Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  


The eligibility criteria for the ICS program will be as follows: 


 An individual must be 45 years of age or older 


 An individual must live in the defined service area 


 An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either 


Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 


 An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 


well as some functional limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of 


Care 


 An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as 


determined by the ICS provider 
 


Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation 


period where they will be assessed by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the 


evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the individual.  After the plan of care 
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is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 


staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns 


with the plan of care.  Following this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed 


by the individual, thereby establishing the individual‘s enrollment in the program.  
 


The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the 


delivery and management of all covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or 


contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated primary and behavioral health care to 


program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of participants across 


providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and 


providers of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative 


processes, including outreach and education, customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 


The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through 


Medicare will be available to participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services 


and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care by the IDT will be provided.  The services that 


are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an emergency service.  A 


more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in 


Appendix G.  
 


The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE 


model is an innovative, fully-integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of 


society.  The PACE model‘s focus on prevention and wellness has resulted in health improvements and 


cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and experience less pain, 


fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost 


to the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 


In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a 


comprehensive, primary care model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for 


its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical processes
16


.  Those four processes are the 


development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of all medical, 


psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care 


that addresses all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for 


the care of the patient; and promotion of patients‘ and their family caregivers‘ engagement in their own 


health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care and better outcomes among 


PACE participants compared to HCBS clients
17


.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 


status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal 


vaccines; fewer unmet needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of 


depression; and better management of health care.  
 


PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of 


improving participants‘ quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  


A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low risks of long term nursing home placement.  The 


risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period of 3 years.  Fewer 


than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their 


                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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enrollment
18


.  PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations 


than their counterparts in other Medicaid funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 


2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of Medicaid home and community 


based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 


day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible 


members in 2008
19


.  These numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE 


participants.  
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a 


variety of entities across the State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we 


garnered the attention of some who had previously shown interest in PACE and enlightened individuals 


who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-mail, phone, 


and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to 


gain the insight of individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and 


spoke at various board and advisory committees, and conferences.  We also had two member attended 


focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed increased interest and had 


additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 


stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 


Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,   


Aging Services July 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Tulsa Health Community Leaders August 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


Daily Living Centers August 2
nd


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Citizen Potawatomi Nation August 3
rd


, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma August 4
th


, 2011 Wilburton, OK 


Share Medical Center  August 9
th


, 2011 Alva, OK 


Eastern Economic Development District August 11
th


, 2011 Muskogee, OK 


Metropolitan Better Living Center August 12
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


St. John‘s Metropolitan Baptist Church August 16
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Ada Senior Care Center August 17
th


, 2011 Ada, OK 


Morton Comprehensive Health Care September 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center September 8
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Chickasaw Health Administration September 12
th


, 2011 Ada, OK 


Full Circle Senior Adult day Center September 20
th


, 2011 Norman, OK 


Shawnee Senior Center September 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions November 1
st
, 2011 Ada, OK 


Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011 Alva, OK 


Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum) September 29
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 


Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental 


meetings attended. 
 


Via Christi HOPE PACE Center August 18th, 2011 Wichita, KS 


OHCA Board Retreat August 24th, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting October 12th, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


                                                 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach‘s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of 


All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Medical Advisory Committee  November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors 


Meeting 


January 10th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


County Health Department January 12th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference March 13th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting April 10th, 2012 Talihina, OK 


       


Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the 


challenges that are presented with the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard 


from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up and operations costs, not being able to 


provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, and the 


inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic 


and ADHC and staff).  Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design 


such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing the requirement to meet nursing facility level of 


care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current members.  Also, in 


response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a 


participant can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to 


provide services to participants while a physical center is being established or in place of the 


establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE requirements.  The proposed design 


offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is both 


accessible and highly efficient.  
 


The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of 


rights will be designed to protect and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are 


included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for establishing an internal grievance and 


appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve medical and 


non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a 


formal written appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is 


unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the 


opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA will provide ongoing 


monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 


Financing and Payment 


The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS 


model.  The State plans to enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS 


provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 


Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk 


capitation payment type. CMS and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per 


member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates based on the identified participant sub-


populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants who meet the 


minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some 


functional limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state 


will set another standard rate for those who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter 


sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost of long term care services.  
 


Expected Outcomes 


The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such 


program utilized by OHCA is MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive 
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modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs associated with those members. Dual 


eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state and chronic 


illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient 


compliance, and provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and 


payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed care, partially capitated managed care and patient 


centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. Oklahoma‘s MMIS uses 


HP‘s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims 


per month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 


The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are 


based on the outcomes that have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 


Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 


Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 


Decrease in avoidable 


hospitalizations 


Decrease in admissions after 60 days 


Decrease in admissions after 90 days 


Decrease in admissions after 120 days 


10% Decrease 


10% Decrease 


10% Decrease 


Decrease in Emergency Room 


utilization 


Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 


Decrease in number of prescribed 


drugs 


Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 


Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 


5% Decrease 


Increase in preventive care 


services 


Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 


Increase in participant satisfaction 


with care 


Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 


 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal 


year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the 


top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize 


a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a contract agreement 


with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 


OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement 


the proposed demonstration.  The 1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states 


assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and comment, public hearings to seek 


public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 


The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas 


of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured 


and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix 


I. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the 


proposal.  The proposed plan must be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the 


State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the proposed plan is not found to be budget 


neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and Demonstration 


application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the 


proposed demonstration.  
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The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability 


and desire to make application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is 


not limited to participation by the current PACE organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be 


considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program agreement 


requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as 


a PACE organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and 


CMS to review.  The RFP and application process will have to be completed before full implementation 


of the design can begin.  
 


The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE 


program model progressed from inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further 


progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and a Medicaid state plan option.  The 


proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from a 


single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the 


possibility increased program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the 


potential of being replicated at other current PACE sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple 


states.  
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Attachments 
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Appendix A 


Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 
 


The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial 


Infarction, Chronic Kidney Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, 


HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, 


Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use
20


.  


 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 


Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category Member


s 


% of Total 


Members 


Member 


Months 


Total Medicare/ 


Medicaid Spending 


1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  


2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  


3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  


4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  


5. Ischemic Heart 


Disease  


19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  


6. Chronic Kidney 


Disease  


10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  


7. Coronary Artery 


Disease  


11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  


8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  


9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  


10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 


 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  


PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total 


SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial 


Infarction  


$6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  


2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  


3. Other Psychotic 


Disorders  


$5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  


4. Developmental 


Disorders  


$5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  


5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  


6. Substance Related 


Disorders  


$5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  


7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  


8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  


9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  


                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total 


SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


10. Other Depressive 


Disorders  


$4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  
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Appendix B 


Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibility 
 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 


spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-


covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 


a citizen or permanent resident of the United States. If 


you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 


if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal 


disease (permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 


transplant). 


Here are some simple guidelines: 


You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay 


premiums if:  


 You already get retirement benefits from Social 


Security or the Railroad Retirement Board.  


 You are eligible to get Social Security or 


Railroad benefits but have not filed for them.  


 You or your spouse had Medicare-covered 


government employment.  


 


If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having 


to pay premiums if you have:  


 Received Social Security or Railroad 


Retirement Board disability benefits for 24 


months.  


 End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain 


requirements.  


While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if 


you meet one of those conditions, you must pay for 


Part B if you want it. The Part B monthly premium in 


2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 


titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when 


you turn 65 even if you are not eligible for Social 


Security retirement benefits. 


 


 


 


 Adults with children under age 18 


 Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to 


Needy Families (TANF) program are 


automatically eligible for health benefits.   


 Adults with children under the age of 18 who 


do not receive TANF may, in some 


circumstances, also be eligible for medical 


services.  


 Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 


 Children under the age of 19 and pregnant 


women whose family incomes meet  


 Aged, Blind or Disabled 


 Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if 


they meet the financial criteria.  


 


To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a 


person will need to apply for and receive a disability 


determination from the Social Security Administration. 


To be considered disabled, a person must have a 


physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that 


appears reasonably certain to continue at least 12 


months without significant improvement and that 


substantially impairs his/her ability to perform labor or 


services or to engage in a useful occupation.  


 


In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may 


qualify to have medical benefits pay their Medicare 


premiums, co-payments and deductibles as a Qualified 


Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified Disabled and 


Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low 


Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more 


information about these programs).  


 


The recipient's monthly income and resources must 


meet guidelines. 


People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" 


group may also qualify for a State Supplemental 


Payment. 
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Appendix C 


CMHC Service Areas 


 


City  Program  Telephone  


El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
405-262-3209  


Elk City  
Beckham County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
580-323-6021  


Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  


supportive residential program  
580-357-7967  


Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  


psychosocial clubhouse  
405-321-7331  


Norman  


Transition House, Inc.  


supportive residential program 


http://www.thouse.org  


405-360-7926  


Oklahoma 


City  


NAMI Oklahoma  


advocacy group  
405-230-1900  


Oklahoma 


City  


Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 


advocacy group  


405-604-6975  


or toll-free at 1-888-


424-1305  


Oklahoma 


City  


Oklahoma County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
405-858-2880  


Oklahoma 


City  


Parents as Partners 


Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 


Health  


405-232-2796 


or toll-free at 


1-866-492-KIDS  


Oklahoma 


City  


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 


Department of Pediatrics  


screening for effects of prenatal  


substance abuse exposure  


405-271-6824  


Ext. 110  


Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
580-762-8121  


Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  


youth crisis intervention  
918-647-4196  


Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  


psychosocial clubhouse  
918-749-2141  


Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 


homeless  
918-585-3337  


Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa  


advocacy program  
918-582-8264  


Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
918-495-0770  


Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  


 


 


 



http://www.thouse.org/
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Appendix D 


SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 
 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


Feb 1 thru 29, 


2012 


Draft proposal document 


Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 


Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 


Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK 


duals 


Dual eligible 


staff 


Feb 1 thru  


Apr 20, 2012 


Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 


Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 


Dual eligible 


staff 


PHPG 


consultants 


Feb 27 thru  


Apr 20, 2012 
Create  draft dual eligible proposal 


Dual eligible 


staff 


Mar 15 thru  


May20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 


Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and 


leaders 


Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 


Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


Dual eligible 


staff  


Stakeholders 


Mar 22 to  


May 20, 2012 
Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS 
Dual eligible 


staff 


May 31  thru  


Jun 15, 2012 


Determine requirements for implementation and start date 


Clarify potential rule changes and SPA‘s 


Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, 


identification and data exchange 


Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 


OHCA staff 


May 31 thru  


Aug 15, 2012 
CMS proposal review 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


June 15 thru  


Aug 15, 2012 


Develop MOU with CMS 


Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


Jun 1 thru  


Jul 30, 2012 
Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 


Aug 15 thru  


Sep 30, 2012 


Finalize MOU with CMS  


Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 


Sep 1 thru Oct 


1, 2012 
Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 


Dec 1, 2012 


thru  


Feb 1, 2013 


Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  


implementation,  


Dual eligible 


staff 


Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 


Oct 31 thru  


Dec 31, 2012 
Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 


OHCA staff, 


vendor, CMS 


Jan 1 thru Jul 1, Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation OHCA staff, 
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Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


2013 strategy. vendor  


Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration 
OHCA staff, 


vendor 
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Appendix E 


THIZ Workplan/Timeline 
 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 


Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 


Integrate stakeholder comments 


Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


OHCA/THIZ and 


Stakeholders 


Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 


Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 


Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 


Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 


Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 


Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 


Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 


Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 
THIZ 


Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  


Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 


Budget Requested for THIZ 


 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 


Staff Project Manager 


 


Project Management, program development, 


staff and contract supervision 


1.0 $87,619 


 Clinical Analyst 


 


Develop new systems as necessary to support 


the implementation for the proposal. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Data Analyst 


 


Develop metrics and measurement tools 


necessary for evaluation of the program. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of 


system. Make recommendations for change 


based on data available. 


.5 $40,200 


 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 


organizations in fulfilling the model 


1.0 $67,464 


 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and 


report measurement metrics. 


1.0 $67,464 


Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 


HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and 


analysis platform, data transfer and 


management 


 $100,000 


Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem 


for required meetings 


Mileage for meetings 


 


Use funds for state staff travel necessary to 


support the design activities and discussions 


with federal partners ,Quarterly Project 


meetings, community meeting mileage  


3 staff 


@ 4 


meetings 


 


Mileage 


$ 22,000 


 


 


 


Meetings Member/Stakeholder 


Community  


Regional meetings to introduce care 


coordination model, meals for guests, facilities 


 $ 40,000 


Supplies and 


Materials 


 Member mailings, brochures, training 


materials, and publications 


 $ 10,000 


$105,000 


Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 


Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 


Integrated Care Sites Benefits 
 


The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 


 


 
 


  


• Primary Care Services 


• Nursing Center 


• Physical Therapy 


• Occupational Therapy 


• Recreational Therapy 


• Nutritional Counseling 


• Social Services 


• Meals 


ICS 
Facility/Contracted 


Facility  


• Dentistry 


• Optometry 


• Audiology 


• Podiatry 


• Cardiology 


• Rheumatology 


Medical Specialists 


• Home Health Care Services 


• Personal Care Services Home Care Services 


• To and from the PACE Center 


• To and from all medical appointments Transportation Services 


• All Necessary prescription Drugs 


• Pharmacy Services 


Prescription and 
Medication Management 


• Acute Hospital Care 


• Respite Care 


• Family/Caregiver Support Services 


• Medical Equipment and Supplies 


• Laboratory Tests 


• Hearing/Vision Services 


• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary) 


• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team 


Other Services 
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Appendix H 


Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 
Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 


Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 


# of Attendees 7 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE 


 Overview of Duals Project 


 Cherokee Elder Care 


 Adult Day Center vs. PACE 


 PACE Enrollment 


 PACE Disenrollment 


 Availability of Partnerships 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Partnerships would avoid duplication services 


 Transportation is major barrier 


 Funding is major Barrier 


 Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 


 Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 
 


Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 


Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 14 


Discussion Topics  Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 


 Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 


 Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 


 Overview of PACE 


 Challenges of PACE 


 Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 PACE marketing may be challenging 


 Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 


 Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in 


PACE due to age 
 


Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 


Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 6 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 Financial Impact of PACE 


 Cost of Starting a PACE program 


 Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 


 Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 


 Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 


 Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 
 


Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  


Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 8 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 Possible partnership to develop PACE 


 PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  


 Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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 Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 


 Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 


 Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 
 


Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 


Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 8 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 City‘s involvement in establishing PACE 


 Possible locations for PACE in Alva 


 Infrastructure and Transportation 


 Stability of PACE 


 Financial Model of PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 


 No adult day health program in the town 


 Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 


 Area is very rural 
 


Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 


Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 7 


Discussion Topics  Overview of Duals Project 


 Overview of PACE Expansion 


 Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 


 Locations for possible PACE Center 


 Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Start-up costs is a barrier 


 Location for PACE center/services 
    


Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 


# of Attendees 32  


Questions Responses 


How many people receive Medicare benefits?  Majority of hands raised 


How many people receive Medicaid benefits?  Some hands raised 


What are some things you like about your current health 


plan? 
 Medicare pays the bills 


 Medicare does the paperwork 


 Likes supplemental insurance plan 


 Likes mostly everything about plan 


What are some things you dislike about your current health 


plan? 
 Does not cover eye care 


 Does not cover vision care 


 Does not cover dental care 


Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor‘s visit.  Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 


 Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 


 Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  


 No time spent on answering questions about 


personal health 


What health benefits/services are most important to you?   Eye care 


 Ear care 


 Dental care 


 Foot Care 
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 Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 


How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan?  Most people fairly satisfied 


 Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity 


of medications for what they pay 


 Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 


How would you feel if your health services, social 


interaction, meals, and therapy were located in one location? 
 Too Good to Be True 


 Sounds like Obamacare – don‘t like it 


 


Additional Comments/Concerns  Wants a health care plan that does not charge a 


premium 


 Does not want to travel outside home area for 


routine care 


 Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 


 Would like PCP to listen more 


 Would change PCP if necessary to get better 


care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


July – September 


2011 


 Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 


 Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 


 Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE 


expansion 


State PACE 


Staff  


October – December  


2011 


 Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns 


of utilization 


 Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather 


information regarding trends in PACE implementation 


 Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to 


organizations 


State PACE 


Staff 


January – February 


2012 


 Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 


 Create draft dual eligible proposal 


State PACE 


Staff 


March – May 


2012 


 Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 


 Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 


 Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 


 Submitted Final Proposal 


 Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 


State PACE 


Staff 


June – July  


2012 


 CMS proposal review 


 Release RFI 
CMS/OHCA 


July – December 


2012 


 1115 Waiver application process 


 Review RFI 


 Release RFP 


PACE 


Staff/OHCA  


January – March 


2013 


 Review RFP responses 


 Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 


State PACE 


Staff 


March – December 


2013 


 Review ICS Applications 


 Approve  ICS Application 


State PACE 


Staff 


January 2014  Program Implementation 
ICS 


organization 
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Member is determined a 


Care Coordinator 


Contacts member 


Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 


most acute primary 


Intake 


Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 


Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 


disease(s) and adherence to 


prescribed drug treatments. 


Assessment 
CC will look at other services 


member has access to including but 


not limited to having a case manager 


or monitoring and supporting one’s 


own health. 


Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 


of care and other guidelines. 


Adherence to their doctor’s 


treatment plans, motivation to adopt 


healthful lifestyle changes. After 


Action plan is agreed upon, determine 


method of future contact. 


Future methods of contact est. 


Approval 
Satisfaction 


Survey 


Acceptance 


And member 


continues to 


manage health 


effectively Next steps 
Determine next 


intervention 


Reassess action plan 


Reassess member and revisit 


action plan 


ICT 


ICT and CC identifies appropriate 


steps to enhancing member’s needs 


developing a care plan. CC may only 


need to review member’s records. 


Based on ICT, patient is now in 


(SoonerCare Silver) Care 


Coordination.  


For example: Specific behavioral and 


cognitive goals are set for each 


patient and monitored regularly.  


(Regular contact with Case Manager) 


 


Intake process 


Action Plan 


developed with 


(ICT) 


Review Action 


Plan with Member 


Continued contact with 
member 


Follow up is action being 


followed? 


Member Follow up 


FLOW CHART is BASED on: 


 Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 
Wellness Principles 


 Self-directed Care with a liaison to 
PCP office and to member 


 Evidence based Proven principles 


from OHCA 


 


“dual” 


care needs 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Subject: FW: Some Research- Dual Eligibles
Date: Sunday, July 01, 2012 10:22:38 PM
Attachments: OKProposal.pdf

This is the proposal for dual eligibles and it is pretty lengthy but the bottom line is mutli-
disciplinary care coordination for fully dual eligible population.  I haven’t read the whole thing but
just under 80,000 should qualify.  They are taking a three pronged approach summarized below.   
 
From: Giles, John F. 
Sent: Friday, June 29, 2012 4:51 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Some Research- Dual Eligibles
 
Julie,
 
This is the proposal from OHCA on the Dual Eligible demonstration.  Phase 1 (planning grant) is
complete and has been officially sent to CMS and released for public comment.  They expect to

have their comments somewhere around July 1st.
 
It is a three prong approach:

1.       Care Coordination (18-24 months) between OHCA, CMS, and a vendor
a.       Must demonstrate saved dollars
b.      OHCA looking to release RFP if they receive funding; they already have several

statewide vendors interested
2.       PACE (but not PACE, because the eligibility requirements will differ), so I’ll call this a PACE-

lookalike
a.       OHCA is also pursuing an 1115 waiver for what they are calling ICS (Integrated Care

Sites/Services) to demonstrate Medicaid savings outside of the dual eligible project
3.       OU/Tulsa

a.       PMPM cost to provide dual eligibles with care coordination
 
 

25029
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Financial Models to Support State Efforts to Coordinate Care for Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 


Demonstration Proposal 


Oklahoma 


Summary:  In July 2011, CMS released a State Medicaid Directors' letter regarding two new models CMS 


will test for States to better align the financing of the Medicare and Medicaid programs, and integrate 


primary, acute, behavioral health and long term supports and services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  


These two models include: 


 Capitated Model: A State, CMS, and a health plan enter into a three-way contract, and the plan 
receives a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive, coordinated care.  


 Managed Fee-for-Service Model: A State and CMS enter into an agreement by which the State 
would be eligible to benefit from savings resulting from initiatives designed to improve quality 
and reduce costs for both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


To participate, States must demonstrate their ability to meet or exceed certain CMS established 


standards and conditions in either/both of these models. These standards and conditions include factors 


such as beneficiary protections, stakeholder engagement, and network adequacy among others.  In 


order for CMS to determine whether the standards and conditions have been met, States are asked to 


submit a demonstration proposal that outlines their proposed approach for the selected financial 


model(s). The Oklahoma Health Care Authority has submitted this proposal for CMS review. 


As part of the review process, CMS will seek public comment through a 30-day notice period.  During 


this time, interested individuals or groups may submit comments to help inform CMS’ review of the 


proposal. 


CMS will make all decisions related to the implementation of proposed demonstrations following a 


thorough review of the proposal and supporting documentation. Further discussion and/or 


development of certain aspects of the demonstration (e.g., quality measures, rate methodology, etc.)  


may be required before any formal agreement is finalized.    


Publication of this proposal does not imply CMS approval of the demonstration.   


Invitation for public comment:  We welcome public input on this proposal.  To be assured 


consideration, please submit comments by 5 p.m. EDT, July 1, 2012.  You may submit comments on this 


proposal to OK-MedicareMedicaidCoordination@cms.hhs.gov. 


 



mailto:OK-MedicareMedicaidCoordination@cms.hhs.gov
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 


This document is Oklahoma‘s proposal for ―State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible 


Individuals‖.  The document describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), 


Oklahoma‘s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and operate an integrated delivery system and 


payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of care for dual 


eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 


Innovation (CMMI), Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state‘s 


dual eligible population.   
 


1) Oklahoma‘s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery 


mechanisms for Medicare and Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma‘s 


dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an interdisciplinary care team, this 


approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member‘s care.  This level of 


integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by 


SoonerCare and Medicare.  Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks 


to improve member access to appropriate services, integrate a comprehensive range of services for 


individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 


2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), 


the second approach to care integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care 


coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care 


coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 


management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the 


development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, 


and e) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.  
 


3) Oklahoma‘s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated 


Care Sites (ICS) demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of 


All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) model, while making some modifications to the existing 


PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to benefit from the proven 


high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 


demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the 


PACE model. 
 


Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 


In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has 


designed a model of care coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the 


target population by improving care management and access, while reducing costs by improving 


efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has historically 


been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 


The OHCA care coordination program known as ―SoonerCare Silver‖ aims to improve the integration of 


care by adding care coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently 


receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the 


member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure the member is receiving all 


the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


2 


 


work collectively to develop and implement the member‘s action plan to achieve a positive health 


outcome.   
 


Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 


Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ 


subset/etc.) 
All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 


Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service 


areas) 
Statewide  


Summary of Covered Benefits  


Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health 


benefits, care coordination services will be offered to 


the eligible full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   


Financing Model Fee-for-Service 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 


detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:  September 2011 thru 


March 2012 


Workgroup meetings: October  2011 thru February 


2012 


Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 


Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 


2012 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both 


Medicare and SoonerCare. Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries 


(SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered ―full benefit‖ duals. The bulk of 


Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 


coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-


term care services.  Fragmented care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services 


often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  Recently, national attention is being 


directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 


In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually 


eligible SoonerCare members by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care 


delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to primary care and behavioral health services, 2) 


improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to the target population.   
 


The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and 


SoonerCare while providing care coordination at the point of member access to services through the two 


healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this program, these dually eligible SoonerCare 


members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health providers in an 


efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery 


system as quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 


Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been 


differences in benefits, different billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and 


appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination of services will reduce member 


barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the comprehensive 
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benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can 


direct members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, 


and who are more thoroughly educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently 


reoccurring comorbidities.  
 


Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 


727,369 SoonerCare members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people 


who were eligible in both categories at the same time, and are called dually eligible
1
.  In June 2011, 


there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide
2
.  Total enrollment for dual 


eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 


1%, African American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 


0.7%
3
.  By age and gender, the demographics of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females 


less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than age 65 -22%
4
.  


The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or 


SoonerCare.  They are characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also 


may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral health impairments and have a higher rate of 


being low-income
5
.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports national trending 


in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge 


as they constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher 


percentage of spending.  Looking at those without existing case management services, 62 percent were 


characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled 


Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 


are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 


The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all 


Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 


 Overall Individuals receiving 


LTSS in institutional 


settings 


Individuals receiving 


LTSS in HCBS settings 


other 


Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  


Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  


Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  


Individuals with a serious mental 


illness 


8,421 383 1,085 6,953 


 


Care Model Overview 


Oklahoma‘s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban 


counties, Cleveland, Comanche, Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state‘s population.  


Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, 


McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state‘s citizens living in one of the remaining 


68 rural counties
6
.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible 


members residing in all of Oklahoma‘s counties with limited exceptions.  
 


                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a 


different point in time than overall numbers. 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State‘s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 



http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma

http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg
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Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa‘s Health Innovation Zone 


(THIZ), PACE and the ICS will be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All 


other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care coordination services through their current 


benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare Silver program.  
 


General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid 


Eligibility guidelines are described in Appendix B. 
 


Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 


spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-


covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 


a citizen or permanent resident of the United States.  If 


you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 


if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease 


(permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 


transplant). 


There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 


A benefits at age 65 without having to pay premiums. 


There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 


A benefits under age 65 without having to pay 


premiums. 


 


 


In general, the following groups of individuals may 


qualify for SoonerCare services: 


Adults with children under 19  


Children under 19 and pregnant women  


Individuals 65 and older  


Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  


Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer 


treatment  


Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family 


planning needs 


In addition to the citizenship and the state residency 


requirements, a SoonerCare applicant must meet 


categorical and financial requirements. 


SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA‘s 


website http://www.okhca.org/  


 


As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid 


and Medicare will automatically be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be 


required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the program, should they choose to no longer 


participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential members prior 


to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside 


vendor, OHCA, and CMS. 
 


Oklahoma‘s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support 


for implementation, with a variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support 


for dual eligible members.  These members will now be offered the additional service of care 


coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit of care 


coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member‘s services together.  The care 


coordinator will work directly with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such 


as the nurse case manager, social worker and other providers who are currently providing services to the 


member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing Part D services.  Care 


coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve 


as a liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the 


community or a facility.  
 


The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA 


care management program.  This program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected 


SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-one staff assistance, called 


―practice facilitation‖.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 


software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, 



http://www.okhca.org/





Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


5 


 


practice facilitators collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of 


care through implementation of enhanced disease management protocols and improved patient tracking 


and reporting systems
7
.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care management.  This program is 


offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive modeling 


software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in 


education, an individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 


Lessons learned from OHCA‘s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing 


appropriate and proficient services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  


People who are dually eligible, even those with the most complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  


But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that can be modeled for 


the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population 


to identify opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 


Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management 


(SCCM).  SCCM is for members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are 


directed to specific programs that address their exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  


SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited to: the coordination of out of 


state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 


and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for 


supportive services, such as private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 


OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma 


Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health 


homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with chronic mental illnesses.  Children 


diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who qualify, 


and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, 


who coordinates a team of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 


Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health 


centers (CMHCs) and their satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based 


mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, assessment and referral services, emergency 


services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community support services 


designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 


therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All 


CMHCs provide services to both adults and children.  
 


With the integration of health homes, the CMHC‘s will have the additional offering of providing wrap 


around comprehensive behavioral health services to eligible members with an established PCP 


relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated facilities and the other ten are 


contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 


centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about 


numbers of health homes participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual 


eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS‘ website 


http://ok.gov/odmhsas/.  
 


Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. 


The purpose is to reduce inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care 


                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS Child Welfare Worker, counselor, 


teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a task to be 


completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a 


month. 
 


As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually 


eligible, (HMP excludes dual eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) 


these programs still provide a rich array of information that can be used to significantly improve the 


delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to the need 


for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program‘s steady responses to a population who 


resides in the same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of 


Care are additional programs that will help provide a framework of information for providing care 


coordination to the duals.  
 


Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these 


programs, members are offered case management services.  While case management provides some help 


with support services and other programs along with monitoring a member‘s health and welfare, case 


management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 


A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  


complementary to existing services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, 


individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental disabilities are assigned a care 


coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be responsible 


for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual‘s needs.  No 


services will be added to those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering 


care coordination on their existing services. 
 


These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would 


receive would be oriented toward quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care 


coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a member.  Those members not in a waiver or 


HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare and Medicaid 


savings.
8
  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual 


eligible member; notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 


Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 


Name Operator 
Targeted 


Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


Advantage 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


Aging 


Elderly, 


physically 


disabled 21+ 


HCBS OKDHS 


Case managers from private industry provider 


agencies develop a waiver services plan that takes 


into account the member‘s informal supports and 


other programs.  These providers are responsible 


for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in case management scope. 


Community 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3 


and older 
HCBS OKDHS 


For each of these waiver programs, State agency 


case managers develop service plans, which include 


residential services.  These case managers are 


responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan 


and the member‘s health and welfare.  Disease 


Homeward 


Bound 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 
Class members HCBS OKDHS 


                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Name Operator 
Targeted 


Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 


In-home 


Supports for 


Adults 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD 18 and 


older 
HCBS OKDHS 


management is not in case management scope. 


In-home 


Supports for 


Children 


Waiver 


OKDHS-


DDSD 


MR/DD ages 3- 


17 
HCBS OKDHS 


PACE 
OHCA-


OLL 
55 and older 


Capitated 


model 


Medicare 


& 


Medicaid 


The PACE provider furnishes case management 


and is responsible for development of a service 


plan. 


Living 


Choice 


demonstration 


OHCA-


OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 


For these waiver programs, case managers from 


private industry provider agencies develop a 


transition/community plan that takes into account 


the member‘s informal supports and other 


programs.  These providers are responsible for 


monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in case management scope. 


 


 


My Life; My 


Choice 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 


Living Choice 


(MFP) 


graduates with 


physical 


disabilities and 


younger than 65 


HCBS OHCA 


Sooner 


Seniors 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 


Living Choice 


(MFP) 


graduates who 


are 65 and older 


HCBS OHCA 


Medically 


Fragile 


Waiver 


OHCA-


OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 


Nursing 


Facilities or 


ICFs-MR 


OHCA   OHCA 


Member is admitted to facility under physician‘s 


orders and is monitored 24/7 by staff.  A Minimum 


Data Set is completed and the care plan is 


developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at 


least quarterly or when a significant change in the 


member‘s condition occurs. 


State Plan 


Personal Care 


OKDHS-


Aging 
All ages 


Personal 


care 
OKDHS 


Nurses from private industry provider agencies 


develop a personal care services plan that takes into 


account the member‘s informal supports and other 


programs.  These providers are responsible for 


monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 


member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 


is not in the scope of personal care services.  In 


addition, the State agency nurse who assesses the 


member performs ongoing monitoring and makes a 


determination regarding level of care. 


Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; 


OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally 


Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care 


Facilities for Mental Retardation 
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Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care 


coordinator will review the member‘s current level of participation to determine if the member is 


already enrolled in any existing program.  The care coordinator will specifically check other OHCA 


programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers and/or State plan 


services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing 


specialty behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans 


(SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care 


coordination staff can monitor the member‘s participation through the case manager or through case 


management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 


utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 


In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct 


populations.  


1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and 


Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 


2) Nursing facility residents;  


3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental 


Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  


4) ―Target‖ group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  
 


Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 


Population 


Chronically 


Ill Dual 


Eligibles 


Medicare 


Member 


Months 


Total Medicare/ 


Medicaid 


Spending 


PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


per 1,000 


Total 


OP 


Visits 


per 


1,000 


Total SNF 


Days 


per 1,000 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


per 1,000 


Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 


ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 


Nursing 


Facility 
10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 


DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 


TOTAL 
(Unduplicated


) 


 


78,115 


 


879,729 


 


$2,181,710,259 


 


$2,480 


 


627 


 


5,039 


 


3,319 


 


5,982 
 


Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section 


will briefly describe potential sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a 


slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service system, and will require a new approach to solve an 


old problem.  
 


ER Utilization Program 


People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital 


admissions.  As a part of implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their 


professional associations will need to be strengthened.  The hospitals serve as a significant provider of 


medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now presented to discuss 


hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 


inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a 


recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that 


is, by definition, ―hospitalizations that could have been avoided, either because the condition could have 


been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care‖.  Collaborating around the issue of 


Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of 


care for duals and reduce expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of 
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the recent initiative ―Partnership for Patients‖ which lists reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of 


its goals. 
 


Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect 


members to their PCP, and schedule appointments for their care around the member‘s personal schedule.  


This anticipated relationship is intended to help the member plan for health care services and visit the 


emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by their PCP. 
 


Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent 


hospitalizations will result in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their 


PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health care providers prepare daily to address the 


specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health history and 


chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced 


earlier, educate providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each 


member/patient. 
 


Hospital Integrations 


Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that ―Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from 


CMS to cut readmissions.  In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a 


final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more attention to patients after discharge.  A key component 


of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high numbers of patients are readmitted, 


prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.‖ 
 


The article continues, ―With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial 


consequences to take action.  Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs 


that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to their home.  The Medicare reimbursement 


change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about patients on an 


outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.‖  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to 


foster a new type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality 


care and reduced costs.  The care coordinator will work with the member‘s hospital to allow a better 


coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  


As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up 


with a patient‘s action plan.  This will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, 


pharmacists, and others, who can review the member‘s initial completed assessment data and make a 


recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The review team 


can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient‘s records. 
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Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 


 
 


SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 


Care Coordinator  


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 


license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical 


experience is required and preference will be given to those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience 


and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: Notifying the member 


of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 


manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress 


of a member.  Routinely the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the 


improvement of a member‘s health care.  It will also be essential to maintain interaction with the 


member‘s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member and the 


provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will 


also address any language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require 


a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 


Social Services Coordinator 


The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical 


science or related field.  Also requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in 


an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with people with disabilities.  The Social Service 


Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which involve the 


member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator 


will also address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community 


resources/social agencies in a member‘s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a 


member how to care for their individual medical or behavioral health care needs. 
 


Nurse Care Management Supervisor  


This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 


license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of 


experience in a medical or behavioral health setting and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working 


with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret governmental regulations 


as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 


Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the 


public in general.  Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and 


tracking performance. 
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Behavioral Health Specialist 


The staff for this position will possess a master‘s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a 


program which qualifies for licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed 


marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This position also calls for at least four years of full time 


professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative or management position. 


This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 


communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 


Administrative/Management 


The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be 


responsible for: 


 Hiring staff 


 Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 


 Enrollment/disenrollment of members 


 Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 


 Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 


 Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 


 Referral and authorization processes 


 Assist with claims submission 


 Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 


 Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the 


care coordinator will be handled 
 


Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The flow chart above describes the member‘s movement through the care coordination system, and the 


services that are available as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination 


process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit the system at any time during the process.  The 


member‘s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered a vital part of the 


support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member‘s care plan.  
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This caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the 


member receives needed services and the best quality of care.  
 


The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA‘s 


experience with existing care coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear 


to have relevance for Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population.  OHCA will implement a care coordination 


program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program success and that 


appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features 


are: 


 Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 


 Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  


 Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 


 Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient‘s hospitalization and enhance the care 


coordinator‘s potential to manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 


 Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 


 Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  


Some practices have made onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients 


privately before or after their visits. 


 Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 


 Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 


 Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 


After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform 


ongoing assessments.  Should a member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care 


coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may also be given a referral from a behavioral 


health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information on behavioral 


health resources convenient to their geographic location.   


 


Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-


morbidities.  Behavioral health is an important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible 


population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities (including substance abuse issues) and 


must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  Currently, 


both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute 


psychiatric hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a 


care coordination model with such a focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health 


concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have access to and are knowledgeable about the 


importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the service system.  It 


is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through 


the vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting 


with community-based resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, 


emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the 


community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement with the vendor(s).  


Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service 


available in the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community 


Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and other community resources, the member can be referred to 


help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
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OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are 


necessary for a comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project 


staff will oversee the procurement process and subsequent contract award and development; the 


implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the information services platform 


to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and member 


service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward 


project outcomes. 


A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to 


obtain stakeholder input from beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to 


conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared savings to include in the financing structure. 
 


Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by 


predictive modeling software, which will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing 


interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, based on the risk assessment for 


each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 


SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling 


and measurement, clinical surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care 


Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to identify members with the most complex and 


comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to use the MedAI 


software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care 


management systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical 


and financial decisions.  MedAI‘s website describes its strength as a provider of analytics for 


healthcare
9
.  


 


The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting 


members‘ participation, progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made 


to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for multiple professional users to access health records, and a 


care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if a face-to-face meeting is not 


warranted for the decision about the members‘ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 


coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, 


care coordinators will receive claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care 


coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims information, member history information, PCP 


information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to develop an action 


plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of 


concerns, develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall 


coordination of care among various disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective 


outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management (Atlantes Levels of Care) are: 


Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. 


Additional levels of care can be added as needed.  
 


Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of 


quality metrics that will be used to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, 


vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and the care coordinator can support the 


member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational entity that 


provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that 


comprise effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active 


engagement by the member, family and others involved with the healthcare of the member.  


                                                 
9 http://www.medai.com/. 



http://www.medai.com/
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As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at 


a minimum) the standards already established in the state‘s existing care management programs.  In 


regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be available for the care coordinator to access the 


history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been reviewed, the care 


coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the 


individual‘s family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the 


member through the developed care plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress 


and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for tracking adjustments, claims, finance 


information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, and 


contracts on a member‘s account. 
 


The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be 


contracted out to vendors.  At this time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current 


infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination services provided by the vendor through 


contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and monitoring cost 


savings. 
 


In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and 


concluded that care coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared 


factors that build on existing services.  Studies conducted regarding care coordination and evidence 


based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  


1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in 


person per month for the care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 


2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk 


for hospitalizations to have an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of 


readmissions. 


3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 


4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital 


staff to provide programs with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 


5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member‘s cases.  Physicians that 


participated in the studies ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet 


prior to or after health care appointments.          


6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 


7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 


The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care 


coordination will apply all of these elements to provide the best quality of services to members 


addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary 


disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer‘s, Arthritis, and Affective and 


other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, 


and other aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 


This chart shows how all components of a member‘s care will have to work together, with the Care 


Coordinator being the missing link between the member and any of these services. 
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Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 


 


 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled 


the timelines and intent of the demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into 


workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the project design.  Since September of 2011, 


dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, including, but not 


limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose 


membership includes dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, 


government staff, elected officials and anyone who has an interest in the design of a service delivery 


model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid
10


.  
 


The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  


Project staff members also see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of 


workgroups are aware of the related tasks and recommendations of other workgroups, and those 


principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder Meeting dates and 


location(s): 


 
1


st
 Stakeholder Meeting September 29


th
, 2011 Boldt Construction Center 


2
nd


 Stakeholder Meeting November 30
th
, 2011 Metro Technology Center 


3
rd


 Stakeholder Meeting January 19
th
, 2012 OHCA 


4
th
 Stakeholder Meeting March 22


nd
, 2012 OUHSC College of Allied Health 


5
th
 Stakeholder Meeting April 20


th
, 2012 OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 


6
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 3


rd
, 2012 Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 


7
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 14


th
, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 


 


Workgroups were assembled into four groups. They are: All things Communications; Care 


Coordination; Behavioral Health; and Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent 


meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder Meetings.  The majority of our 


workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 


                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291  



http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291
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Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 


 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health 
 


Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders 


and workgroup invitations were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal 


consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health 


Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an overview of 


the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our 


community partners from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and 


community mental health centers.  This proved to be very effective and gathered excellent feedback for 


our member‘s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with 


stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs 


serving the citizens of our state. 
 


People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare 


members.  Complaints are to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted 


directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 of the Member Handbook, written in English 


and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member‘s denial of services or treatment, as requested by 


their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission 


appeals
11


.  
 


OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other 


stakeholders to focus on planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency 


upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 


strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff conducted numerous 


formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 


The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small 


workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of 


seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The planning and development unit is 


comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 


design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and 


involvement of many stakeholders.  
 


Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the 


involvement and support around the agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will 


seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting to discuss the opportunity, and then 


follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller sub-


groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 


After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through 


email, web updates, and attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to 


provide feedback, starting with their comments about the program design, and thereafter.  Upon 


implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as advisors to 


dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a 


                                                 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf   


 



http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf
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scheduled basis, along with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to 


OHCA‘s public information office, ―a number of voices help to shape SoonerCare programs and 


policies.‖ 
 


The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care 


services and make recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial 


concerns related to the administration of the agency; Information related to the management, and 


operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well as consumers and other 


state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 
 


Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive 


feedback about the project.  http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291. 
 


Financing and Payment 


OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying 


the resources needed to enter into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from 


savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the challenges of the upfront investment in 


care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from resulting 


savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or 


exceeding established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 


Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing 


Medicare and Medicaid enrollment figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing 


enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it seems a logical conclusion to examine 


increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of services.  


OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are 


dually eligible. 
 


PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health 


care initiatives for government-sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review 


Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their 


most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually eligible in 


Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually 


eligible in that time period was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of 


Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid not covered by Medicare, without the full 


range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for the period of 


time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model 


creates potential for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for 


the target population.  Targeted for reduction are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient 


visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is supported by patterns of 


expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 


current care coordination model literature). 
 


Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 


                                            


 Medicare Medicaid Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 


Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 


LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 


Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 



http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291
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Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 


High-level analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 


management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 


from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 


have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  


Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling 


that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 


factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved.  
 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 


Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial 


Infarction  


$6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 


2. Chronic Kidney 


Disease  


$5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 


3. Other Psychotic 


Disorders  


$5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 


4. Developmental 


Disorders  


$5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 


5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 


6. Substance Related 


Disorders  


$5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 


7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 


8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 


9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 


10. Other Depressive 


Disorders  


$4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 


These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first 


year due to Care Coordination. 
 


A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to 


refine savings estimates, to reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, 


and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic care coordination program will ultimately 


encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of behavioral health 


conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of 


co-morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member‘s behavioral health needs before 


seeking to improve their physical health and chronic care self-management skills
12


.  The first year of the 


project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an integrated services model.  In future years, 


the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more effectively prevent or 


reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits
13


.  
 


                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk 


based contract with an outside vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and 


receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be accomplished by releasing a request for 


proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a qualified 


vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  


The vendor(s) will receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality 


measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   


The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP 


has been released, the OHCA will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single 


vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver program is intended to be statewide 


covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 


Expected Outcomes 


The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to 


CMS.  Program data is organized and distributed monthly via ―Fast Facts.‖ Member satisfaction will be 


tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance Department monitors claim accuracy 


and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key metrics 


related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes 


of evaluation by CMS. 


 


After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following 


services:  Emergency Room visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, 


prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services will be reported monthly, along with methods of 


reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated into the care 


coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care 


management offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital 


admissions with the dual eligible population.  Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, 


discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in reducing costs to overall patient 


services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure education 


from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of 


Michigan Hospital who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart 


failure due to discharge.  This study showed improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic 


heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination could reduce emergency room 


visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 


decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall 


lower expenditures 
 


Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting 


adherence to pharmacologic regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. 


However, after three years, with care coordination overall reduction in prescription coverage is likely to 


occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of durable medical 


equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor‘s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to 


show the following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 


Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 


Outcome Results 


 Increase member participation  in health literacy and 


medical adherence   


 Increased member scheduled appointments with 


PCP 


 Increased kept appointments with PCP 
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Outcome Results 


 Increased member participation in disease –specific 


education and self-directed care 


 Increased number of action plans being followed 


 Increase in primary care provider use and 


expenditures.  increased expenditures in year 1 , year 


2, and leveling off in year 3 


 Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab 


work. 


 No change in annual expenditures 


 Increase in physician specialty use with decreased 


expenses 


 Decrease in total expenditures related to physician 


specialty services 


 Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- 


decreased expenses in year 1 and subsequent 


decreased visits by people who are dually eligible 


 Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 


 Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions 


(within 30 days, 60 days, 90 days) 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 


 Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 


 Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare 


skilled nursing days 


 Better management of overall health for duals 


 Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  


 Increase in home- and community-based service use 


and expenditures.   


 Increase in HCBS expenditures 


 


Analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 


management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 


from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 


have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  


Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  


that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 


factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. Based on current spending and applying anticipated 


cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care coordination. 


Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 


Services Total Spending 


% quality 


outcomes 


Yr. 3 for 


RX year 1 year 2 year 3 


Inpatient $428,856,323.40  0.05    


 


  


$21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  


Outpatient $142,411,656.10  0.03 $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  


LTC $517,853,846.08  0.03 $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  


Prescriptions $324,698,399.00  0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95  $16,234,919.95  $32,469,839.90  


Physicians $157,435,269.40  0.05 


 


$7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


The state‘s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for 


the Oklahoma Medicaid (SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma 


heading and controlling costs of state-purchased health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee 


multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external vendor(s) so 


additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 


The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange 


for the release an RFP that supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  


Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to follow regarding adherence to 


documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 


selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for 
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day to day operations of the proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage 


enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to 


lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible for hiring prospective 


staff to include: 


 Program Management 


 Nurse Care Coordinators 


 Social services workers 


 IT staff 


 Administrative staff 
 


Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules 


have been identified as needing to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to 


determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service 


programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
 


There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the 


SoonerCare Silver program will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full 


benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except for those areas covered by the THIZ, 


PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 


program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care 


coordination services as part of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 


The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by 


most states.  The Oklahoma State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From 


all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, and requests for legislative funding would be 


considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely solely on the costs 


savings projected through the reductions available through implementation
14


. 
 


Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination 


program for people who are dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively 


implement the project that will require funding for three primary components very early on.  Those 


components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring for 


dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care 


coordination RFP; and 3) funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about 


people who are dual eligible and their patterns of hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and 


the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after implementation, it will be 


difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 


There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with 


implementation.  Care coordination services may have an impact on services already in the state plan 


and within waiver administration.   
 


Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform 


that will manage dual eligible enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars 


will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, 


                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 
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and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible activity in the service 


delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the 


projected costs savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a 


platform for services to the duals, and administer the program for the eighteen months until the first 


reimbursement payment. 
 


The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and 


Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, 


OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state‘s mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for 


the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for member 


enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state 


health department (OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have 


significant impact and state level agencies in any state should be able to use the care coordination 


program to deliver a complex range of services. 
 


Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use 


assistance at some time.  As a result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in 


Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more fully engaged in, more fully informed 


about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care services. 
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 


Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  


The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, 


Lower Costs striving to improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all 


Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 


 Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired 


conditions would decrease by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean 


approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 60,000 lives saved over three 


years.  


 Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during 


a transition from one care setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions 


would be reduced by 20% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 


million patients would recover from illness without suffering a preventable complication requiring 


re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  
 


OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce 


health care acquired conditions, and work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care 


providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop collaborative learning for 


hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 


HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  


OHCA‘s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care 


Strategies (CHCS) for reducing racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA 


continues to build on key actions steps that include: 


1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation 


of silos.  


2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the 


HHS Disparities Action Plan.  
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OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing 


―Improving Health Care Quality for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,‖ to ensure programs 


provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations while improving health disparities. 
 


Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 


The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 


spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of 


Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the 


redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 


population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 


community level integrated care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 


to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 


education. 
 


Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 


is delivered to complex beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, 


but also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and 


negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a Health 


Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of 


population level protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of 


these methods into the graduate medical education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to 


begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary 


care services through participating practices. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 


79,891 


Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for 


Demonstration 


Approximately 3,200 


Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 


Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 


Financing Model PMPM Payment 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 


detailed information) 


THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 


Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 


Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 


Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 


Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 


spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three 


or more comorbidities. These members require extended coordination of care and in many instances 


benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a mental health 


diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in 


unnecessary hospital admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor 
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coordination between primary care and behavioral health remains a major barrier to care. Further, 


members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based support 


services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The 


integration of primary care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are 


necessary to address gaps and barriers to care present in the current health system.  
 


While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the 


clinician‘s lack of access to data about the entirety of the members‘ clinical history or current clinical 


utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician‘s ability to provide timely and appropriate 


care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in addressing this 


issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the 


emergency department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other 


complex or acute health needs. Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits 


to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care physicians will have an enhanced capability through 


the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and identification of those in 


need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 


member care plans of providers across the community. 
 


Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each 


provider often acts alone, unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider 


clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the patient. In addition, communication amongst providers 


across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. Medications and orders often 


change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care plan 


are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as 


physical therapy, hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, 


speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational therapy, as well as environmental modification, 


personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to communicate back to the 


prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 


barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this 


issue. Through such a mechanism the member‘s care plan would be centrally held within the community 


health information exchange and, ideally, managed by the member‘s primary care physician. Evidenced 


based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated into the integrated care 


plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 


Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and 


diabetes directly benefit from the integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. 


The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a well-developed practice and the capacity to 


coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease management 


protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been 


unattainable in most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the 


clinical practice to maximize quality and lower cost.  
 


While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery 


system, it is critical to focus on those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents 


within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new providers represent the physician leaders of 


tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, demanding an 


environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be 


tightly integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in 


which advanced tools can be leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
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To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign 


of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 


population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 


community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 


in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate 


medical education.   
 


Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University 


of Oklahoma, SOCM operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the 


―Health Access Network‖. This program builds upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical 


Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. The HAN contributes 


skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, 


epidemiology and biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation 


and training methodologies. Through this program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to 


receive services at which point all those members assigned to the providers‘ Patient Centered Medical 


Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly successful 


in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. 


Currently, the HAN provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model 


could easily be extended to support the dually eligible population within the state.  
 


We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN‘s 


administrative function will allow for the enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty 


care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for example). Upon joining, those practices 


and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service and/or 


payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 


Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK 


region and who are identified as receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health 


Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region 


provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the National 


Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified 


Health Centers spanning six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of 


Home and Community Based Providers, numerous hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social 


support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services providers are brought 


together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 


Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient 


interviews, CMS utilization patterns, as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM 


proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach focusing on: 


1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  


2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the 


population 


3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  


4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of 


chronic disease,  


5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
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Redesign of the Care Team: 


SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost 


dually eligible members.  Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult 


Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). Teams are comprised not only of individuals in 


traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral health specialists, 


Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central 


facilitator of the member‘s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social 


settings. This key role serves to ensure all necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and 


outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most members will need brief, infrequent Care 


Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, ‗high-touch‘ 


interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. 


A proposed care coordination tier model follows: 
 


Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   


 Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and 


automated health reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The 


MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care needs and alert the provider to send notices to the 


Member.    
 


Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    


 Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman‘s 


Care Transitions Intervention (CTI) and Mary Naylor‘s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The 


eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals Medicare Beneficiary 


readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by 


managing disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and 


improving access to social, community and home based support services. Such interventions will 


improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  This program would allow 


the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 


addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health 


Information Exchange (HIE). 
 


Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such 


as immunizations and wellness exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  


Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support for managing targeted chronic diseases. 


Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices are being 


followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are 


achieving desired quality and adherence standards.   
 


Community Level Integrated Care Plan 


At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed 


of discreet sections pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP 


captures and summarizes all pertinent information that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like 


many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated medications, allergies, and the 


primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates not 


only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient‘s desired health goals, 


listing actions plans for each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list ―reading better‖ and 


―walking daily‖ as two principal health goals. Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on 


improving the patient‘s glycemic control and preventing vascular complications. Meanwhile, the Care 
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Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus reducing the 


symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review 


progress with the primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best 


meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder and member focus groups indicate that when patients, 


physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals facilitated by a coordinated ICP, 


health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
 


Long term support and Community Based Services: 


Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and 


community based and long term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or 


disabilities often need long term monitoring and assistance with disease self-management, activities of 


daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must engage with community social 


service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 


stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health 


services, elder care, FQHC‘s, housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native 


American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, allowing us to better shape our efforts 


toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community‘s backing, care 


Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which 


includes those members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state‘s home 


and community based long term care services system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in 


their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate transitions of care amongst 


those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 


acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient 


and quality health care.    
 


Evidence Based Protocols 


Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, 


diabetes, and COPD.  All participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the 


same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa 


will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and establish better 


information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients 


are empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary 


hospitalizations, readmissions and emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending 


best practices will be made available for the physicians and care coordinators that includes, but is not 


limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care delivery 


strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and 


monitored by a committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This 


group will meet as needed on a regular basis to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and 


recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 


Graduate Medical Education 


As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from 


practice models based on volume to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical 


school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for graduating physicians toward 


accomplishing the ‗Triple aim‘ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 


populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods 


described above into new curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as 


visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
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Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 


is delivered to complex members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but 


also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and negatively 


affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as Health Information 


Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of 


population level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon 


which begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated 


in the planning of this proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups 


formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups 


to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program stakeholders will 


continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the 


outcomes of the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements 


follow: 
 


Meeting Data 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC) 07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 07/27/2011 


Provider Focus Group  08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 08/18/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/14/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/15/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services 09/27/2011 
Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City 09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting 11/02/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 11/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 02/06/2012 
OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting 03/22/2012 
 


In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged 


Dual Eligible members within the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to 


determine the presence of gaps in care among members and their caregivers. Physician uptake of the 


Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 


Through focus groups our members told us: 


1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  


2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  


3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   


These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 


Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 


1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such 


recommendations at home. 
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2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, 


costs of drugs, uncertainty of why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians 


and pharmacists. 


3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of 


life. 


4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-


pharmacologic therapies (e.g. counseling) is particularly underutilized. 


5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients 


– but actual execution of such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in 


coordination are often not communicated back to the prescribing physician. 


6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service 


support but often lack the knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 


7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the 


knowledge/coordination with the primary care physician.  


8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, 


laboratory results) inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be 


time-consuming for care coordinators and providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to 


aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 


9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain 


unknown to their providers. 


10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. 


Physicians‘ understanding of their patients‘ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens 


remains poorly understood. 
 


Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 


1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers 


to benefit patient care. 


2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each 


other. 


3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient‘s goals of care. 


The Care Coordinator can capture the ICP. 


4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 


5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients 


will require regular, high-touch interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the 


level/extent of services patients will require. 


6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to 


excessively high levels of dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  


7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be 


integrated with office personnel and operational systems. 


8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, 


to ensure that data is shared among providers and coordinators. 


9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no 


more than four to six homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 


10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the 


Care Coordinator, and shared with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a 


routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress toward their stated goals in the ICP. 
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Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a 


patient-centered, population health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. 


Providers shall actively engage members, families and caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision 


making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that incorporate strong linkages to 


community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 


recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of 


members in decision making.  Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint 


and grievance process and are encouraged to express their concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 


Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 


language, sexual orientation, disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in 


languages other than English to include, but not limited to Spanish. Members have access to care, timely 


post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments within normal hours of 


operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 


coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and 


implementation of their care plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to 


further enhance and strengthen their support, and promote their own self-care, independence, culture and 


autonomy. 
 


Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality 


medical care, which is often delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding 


unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and emergency room visits whenever possible.  
 


Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by 


member rights that support individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 


Financing and Payment 


The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk 


adjusted based on a three year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical 


condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. 


Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving achieved to reflect 


efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core 


function support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this 


enhanced, non-visit based compensation to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams 


(care managers, community health workers social workers, pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) 


through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data analysts. 
 


Expected Outcomes 


The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics 


related to the model‘s clinical quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of 


services, and cost outcomes for the target population. Member experience will be reported by 


participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices‘ standard business 


operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate 


continued best practices and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be 


trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of performance.  
 


The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 


Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  


Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein NQF 0064  







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


31 


 


Name of Measure Standard Target 


Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 


Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient 


Facility 


NQF 0097  


Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be 


avoided B) Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 


NQF 0022  


Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 


Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty 


care 


MyHealth 15  


Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the 


actual visit, but the time at which the appointment is made) 


MyHealth 16  


Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  


Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 


Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 


CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 


Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 


All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  


30 Day Readmission CHF   


CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   


 


The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for 


the population enrolled. The PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care 


coordination, analytics other services necessary to support the effective implementation of the program 


and associated care model within participating practices.  
 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


Tulsa proposes an extension of the state‘s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in 


place. The HAN provides focused care management, care coordination, and care transition services as 


well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid population within the state.  The HAN 


further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates improvements in 


care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation 


and assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid 


Health Access Network provides an economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider 


implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the following measures will be undertaken: 


 Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and 


metrics unique to this proposal.  


 All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home 


model.  


 Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and 


provider level quality metrics.  
 


Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption 


of standard processes across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the 


included appendices) 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the 


future may impact the ability to implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues 
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discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers 


to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 


Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health 


Access network program throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma 


School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 39,000 members. As enrollment increases, 


additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and productivity. This 


program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be 


expanded to support additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 


A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 


Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 


The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, ―all in‖ approach to CMS initiatives to 


improve care for individuals and populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded 


either to the community, or a community partner of the University. Programs which may positively 


impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 


Awarded:  


Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 


Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 


Submitted:  


CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 


Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact    


of its use. 


 


CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 


3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in 


community 
 


Pending Submission:  


3026, MyHealth – community partner 


Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 


Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – 


community partner 
 


Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 


Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 


Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 


All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and 


older living in the geographic region of proposed ICS 


site. 


Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 


Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  


Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 


Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 


In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and 


a rural area of the state.   


Summary of Covered Benefits  


All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits 


currently available to members enrolled in a PACE 


program 
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Financing Model Capitated model 


Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  


(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D 


asks for more detailed information) 


Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 


Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 


Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 


2012 


Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 


Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 


Background 


The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care 


program.  The PACE model is centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with 


chronic care needs and their families to be served in the community whenever possible.  PACE is a 


federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their communities and out 


of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and 


rehabilitation facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive 


continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The 


current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential growth.  There are 86 


operating PACE programs in 29 states
15


.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  


Although, PACE has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it 


has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 


There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and 


only PACE program sponsored by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible 


individuals living within the five surrounding counties of Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care 


has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are eligible for both 


Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as 


a result of being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much 


independence as possible within the community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant 


savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves approximately $103,587 a 


month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 


Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to 


establish a design that utilizes the solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some 


modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better care, better health, and 


increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 


integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for 


substantially more people than it currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 


There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of 


Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age 


or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic service area will be eligible to 


participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 


who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who 


are dually eligible and do not reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the 


ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and/or Lawton and in at least one other 


area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, Lawton and 


three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both 


                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Medicare and Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be 


eligible for the ICS program.  
 


Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 


Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 


Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 


Cleveland County 3,730 


Muskogee County 3,128 


Leflore County 2,651 
 


Care Model Overview 


The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 


Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 


 Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 


 Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of 


care as defined by the state. 


 Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and 


chronic medical conditions as well as some functional limitations as determined by at the 


minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 


Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 


 The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs 


of the individual participant with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a 


Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social Worker. 


 The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as 


consistent with state law and have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to 


assessments, care planning, and providing primary care to participants. 


 The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are 


provided to participants. 
 


The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability 


potential and growth of the traditional PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed 


there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who are age 45 or older in the 


state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential 


of allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility 


will allow the states to utilize the ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger 


proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the traditional PACE model is the notion of 


preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent on an 


individual‘s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed 


upon preventive care services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve 


care and better manage the use of Medicare and Medicaid covered services provided to these 


individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of individuals who 


would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 


The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of 


expanding the growth and capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing 


that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based on the needs of the individual participant 


with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed modification 
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would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team 


with requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the 


participant‘s individual health needs has the potential to enhance program efficiency without 


compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for Nurse Practitioners as 


consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs 


a challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is 


limited by the PACE center‘s ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent 


with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational 


modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is not intended to 


eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the 


provision of all necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult 


day health care center, senior centers, etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building 


are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming PACE providers.  This modification 


will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior center 


and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of 


constructing a building, that comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 


OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the 


state where a high concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to 


mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot 


program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the modifications requested. 


The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is 


being piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the 


ICS provider.  The specified geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street 


boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 


Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in 


the Medicaid program at their county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office 


also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if they have not met the automatic 


qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 


inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those 


individuals who reside in the service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the 


option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may qualify for. 
 


Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  


The eligibility criteria for the ICS program will be as follows: 


 An individual must be 45 years of age or older 


 An individual must live in the defined service area 


 An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either 


Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 


 An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 


well as some functional limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of 


Care 


 An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as 


determined by the ICS provider 
 


Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation 


period where they will be assessed by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the 


evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the individual.  After the plan of care 
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is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 


staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns 


with the plan of care.  Following this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed 


by the individual, thereby establishing the individual‘s enrollment in the program.  
 


The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the 


delivery and management of all covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or 


contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated primary and behavioral health care to 


program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of participants across 


providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and 


providers of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative 


processes, including outreach and education, customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 


The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through 


Medicare will be available to participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services 


and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care by the IDT will be provided.  The services that 


are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an emergency service.  A 


more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in 


Appendix G.  
 


The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE 


model is an innovative, fully-integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of 


society.  The PACE model‘s focus on prevention and wellness has resulted in health improvements and 


cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and experience less pain, 


fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost 


to the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 


In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a 


comprehensive, primary care model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for 


its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical processes
16


.  Those four processes are the 


development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of all medical, 


psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care 


that addresses all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for 


the care of the patient; and promotion of patients‘ and their family caregivers‘ engagement in their own 


health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care and better outcomes among 


PACE participants compared to HCBS clients
17


.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 


status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal 


vaccines; fewer unmet needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of 


depression; and better management of health care.  
 


PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of 


improving participants‘ quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  


A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low risks of long term nursing home placement.  The 


risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period of 3 years.  Fewer 


than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their 


                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 







Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 


37 


 


enrollment
18


.  PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations 


than their counterparts in other Medicaid funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 


2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of Medicaid home and community 


based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 


day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible 


members in 2008
19


.  These numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE 


participants.  
 


Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 


The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a 


variety of entities across the State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we 


garnered the attention of some who had previously shown interest in PACE and enlightened individuals 


who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-mail, phone, 


and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to 


gain the insight of individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and 


spoke at various board and advisory committees, and conferences.  We also had two member attended 


focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed increased interest and had 


additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 


stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 


Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,   


Aging Services July 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Tulsa Health Community Leaders August 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


Daily Living Centers August 2
nd


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Citizen Potawatomi Nation August 3
rd


, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma August 4
th


, 2011 Wilburton, OK 


Share Medical Center  August 9
th


, 2011 Alva, OK 


Eastern Economic Development District August 11
th


, 2011 Muskogee, OK 


Metropolitan Better Living Center August 12
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


St. John‘s Metropolitan Baptist Church August 16
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Ada Senior Care Center August 17
th


, 2011 Ada, OK 


Morton Comprehensive Health Care September 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center September 8
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Chickasaw Health Administration September 12
th


, 2011 Ada, OK 


Full Circle Senior Adult day Center September 20
th


, 2011 Norman, OK 


Shawnee Senior Center September 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions November 1
st
, 2011 Ada, OK 


Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011 Alva, OK 


Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum) September 29
th


, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 


Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental 


meetings attended. 
 


Via Christi HOPE PACE Center August 18th, 2011 Wichita, KS 


OHCA Board Retreat August 24th, 2011 Tulsa, OK 


OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting October 12th, 2011 Shawnee, OK 


                                                 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach‘s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of 


All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Medical Advisory Committee  November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors 


Meeting 


January 10th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


County Health Department January 12th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference March 13th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 


Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting April 10th, 2012 Talihina, OK 


       


Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the 


challenges that are presented with the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard 


from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up and operations costs, not being able to 


provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, and the 


inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic 


and ADHC and staff).  Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design 


such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing the requirement to meet nursing facility level of 


care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current members.  Also, in 


response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a 


participant can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to 


provide services to participants while a physical center is being established or in place of the 


establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE requirements.  The proposed design 


offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is both 


accessible and highly efficient.  
 


The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of 


rights will be designed to protect and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are 


included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for establishing an internal grievance and 


appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve medical and 


non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a 


formal written appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is 


unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the 


opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA will provide ongoing 


monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 


Financing and Payment 


The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS 


model.  The State plans to enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS 


provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 


Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk 


capitation payment type. CMS and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per 


member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates based on the identified participant sub-


populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants who meet the 


minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some 


functional limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state 


will set another standard rate for those who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter 


sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost of long term care services.  
 


Expected Outcomes 


The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such 


program utilized by OHCA is MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive 
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modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs associated with those members. Dual 


eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state and chronic 


illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient 


compliance, and provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and 


payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed care, partially capitated managed care and patient 


centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. Oklahoma‘s MMIS uses 


HP‘s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims 


per month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 


The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are 


based on the outcomes that have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 


Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 


Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 


Decrease in avoidable 


hospitalizations 


Decrease in admissions after 60 days 


Decrease in admissions after 90 days 


Decrease in admissions after 120 days 


10% Decrease 


10% Decrease 


10% Decrease 


Decrease in Emergency Room 


utilization 


Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 


Decrease in number of prescribed 


drugs 


Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 


Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 


5% Decrease 


Increase in preventive care 


services 


Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 


Increase in participant satisfaction 


with care 


Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 


 


Infrastructure and Implementation 


OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal 


year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the 


top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize 


a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a contract agreement 


with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 


OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement 


the proposed demonstration.  The 1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states 


assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and comment, public hearings to seek 


public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 


The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas 


of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured 


and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix 


I. 
 


Feasibility and Sustainability 


State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the 


proposal.  The proposed plan must be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the 


State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the proposed plan is not found to be budget 


neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and Demonstration 


application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the 


proposed demonstration.  
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The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability 


and desire to make application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is 


not limited to participation by the current PACE organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be 


considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program agreement 


requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as 


a PACE organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and 


CMS to review.  The RFP and application process will have to be completed before full implementation 


of the design can begin.  
 


The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE 


program model progressed from inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further 


progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and a Medicaid state plan option.  The 


proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from a 


single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the 


possibility increased program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the 


potential of being replicated at other current PACE sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple 


states.  
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Attachments 
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Appendix A 


Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 
 


The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial 


Infarction, Chronic Kidney Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, 


HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, 


Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use
20


.  


 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 


Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 


Diagnostic Category Member


s 


% of Total 


Members 


Member 


Months 


Total Medicare/ 


Medicaid Spending 


1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  


2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  


3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  


4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  


5. Ischemic Heart 


Disease  


19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  


6. Chronic Kidney 


Disease  


10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  


7. Coronary Artery 


Disease  


11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  


8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  


9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  


10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 


 


Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  


PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 


Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total 


SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


1. Acute Myocardial 


Infarction  


$6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  


2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  


3. Other Psychotic 


Disorders  


$5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  


4. Developmental 


Disorders  


$5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  


5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  


6. Substance Related 


Disorders  


$5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  


7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  


8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  


9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  


                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Diagnostic Category PMPM 


Spending 


Total IP 


Admissions 


Total OP 


Visits 


Total 


SNF 


Days 


Total 


Physician 


Visits 


10. Other Depressive 


Disorders  


$4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  
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Appendix B 


Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibility 
 


Medicare Medicaid 


Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 


spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-


covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 


a citizen or permanent resident of the United States. If 


you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 


if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal 


disease (permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 


transplant). 


Here are some simple guidelines: 


You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay 


premiums if:  


 You already get retirement benefits from Social 


Security or the Railroad Retirement Board.  


 You are eligible to get Social Security or 


Railroad benefits but have not filed for them.  


 You or your spouse had Medicare-covered 


government employment.  


 


If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having 


to pay premiums if you have:  


 Received Social Security or Railroad 


Retirement Board disability benefits for 24 


months.  


 End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain 


requirements.  


While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if 


you meet one of those conditions, you must pay for 


Part B if you want it. The Part B monthly premium in 


2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 


titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when 


you turn 65 even if you are not eligible for Social 


Security retirement benefits. 


 


 


 


 Adults with children under age 18 


 Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to 


Needy Families (TANF) program are 


automatically eligible for health benefits.   


 Adults with children under the age of 18 who 


do not receive TANF may, in some 


circumstances, also be eligible for medical 


services.  


 Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 


 Children under the age of 19 and pregnant 


women whose family incomes meet  


 Aged, Blind or Disabled 


 Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if 


they meet the financial criteria.  


 


To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a 


person will need to apply for and receive a disability 


determination from the Social Security Administration. 


To be considered disabled, a person must have a 


physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that 


appears reasonably certain to continue at least 12 


months without significant improvement and that 


substantially impairs his/her ability to perform labor or 


services or to engage in a useful occupation.  


 


In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may 


qualify to have medical benefits pay their Medicare 


premiums, co-payments and deductibles as a Qualified 


Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified Disabled and 


Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low 


Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more 


information about these programs).  


 


The recipient's monthly income and resources must 


meet guidelines. 


People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" 


group may also qualify for a State Supplemental 


Payment. 
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Appendix C 


CMHC Service Areas 


 


City  Program  Telephone  


El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
405-262-3209  


Elk City  
Beckham County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
580-323-6021  


Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  


supportive residential program  
580-357-7967  


Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  


psychosocial clubhouse  
405-321-7331  


Norman  


Transition House, Inc.  


supportive residential program 


http://www.thouse.org  


405-360-7926  


Oklahoma 


City  


NAMI Oklahoma  


advocacy group  
405-230-1900  


Oklahoma 


City  


Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 


advocacy group  


405-604-6975  


or toll-free at 1-888-


424-1305  


Oklahoma 


City  


Oklahoma County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
405-858-2880  


Oklahoma 


City  


Parents as Partners 


Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 


Health  


405-232-2796 


or toll-free at 


1-866-492-KIDS  


Oklahoma 


City  


University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 


Department of Pediatrics  


screening for effects of prenatal  


substance abuse exposure  


405-271-6824  


Ext. 110  


Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
580-762-8121  


Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  


youth crisis intervention  
918-647-4196  


Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  


psychosocial clubhouse  
918-749-2141  


Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 


homeless  
918-585-3337  


Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa  


advocacy program  
918-582-8264  


Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  


comprehensive services support for children  
918-495-0770  


Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  


 


 


 



http://www.thouse.org/
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Appendix D 


SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 
 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


Feb 1 thru 29, 


2012 


Draft proposal document 


Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 


Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 


Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK 


duals 


Dual eligible 


staff 


Feb 1 thru  


Apr 20, 2012 


Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 


Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 


Dual eligible 


staff 


PHPG 


consultants 


Feb 27 thru  


Apr 20, 2012 
Create  draft dual eligible proposal 


Dual eligible 


staff 


Mar 15 thru  


May20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 


Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and 


leaders 


Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 


Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


Dual eligible 


staff  


Stakeholders 


Mar 22 to  


May 20, 2012 
Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS 
Dual eligible 


staff 


May 31  thru  


Jun 15, 2012 


Determine requirements for implementation and start date 


Clarify potential rule changes and SPA‘s 


Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, 


identification and data exchange 


Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 


OHCA staff 


May 31 thru  


Aug 15, 2012 
CMS proposal review 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


June 15 thru  


Aug 15, 2012 


Develop MOU with CMS 


Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


Jun 1 thru  


Jul 30, 2012 
Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 


Aug 15 thru  


Sep 30, 2012 


Finalize MOU with CMS  


Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 


CMS 


OHCA staff 


Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 


Sep 1 thru Oct 


1, 2012 
Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 


Dec 1, 2012 


thru  


Feb 1, 2013 


Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  


implementation,  


Dual eligible 


staff 


Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 


Oct 31 thru  


Dec 31, 2012 
Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 


OHCA staff, 


vendor, CMS 


Jan 1 thru Jul 1, Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation OHCA staff, 
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Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


2013 strategy. vendor  


Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration 
OHCA staff, 


vendor 
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Appendix E 


THIZ Workplan/Timeline 
 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 


Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 


Draft proposal review 


Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 


Integrate stakeholder comments 


Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 


OHCA/THIZ and 


Stakeholders 


Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 


May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 


Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 


Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 


Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 


Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 


Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 


Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 


Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 
THIZ 


Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  


Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 


Budget Requested for THIZ 


 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 


Staff Project Manager 


 


Project Management, program development, 


staff and contract supervision 


1.0 $87,619 


 Clinical Analyst 


 


Develop new systems as necessary to support 


the implementation for the proposal. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Data Analyst 


 


Develop metrics and measurement tools 


necessary for evaluation of the program. 


1.0 $67,464 


 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of 


system. Make recommendations for change 


based on data available. 


.5 $40,200 


 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 


organizations in fulfilling the model 


1.0 $67,464 


 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and 


report measurement metrics. 


1.0 $67,464 


Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 


HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and 


analysis platform, data transfer and 


management 


 $100,000 


Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem 


for required meetings 


Mileage for meetings 


 


Use funds for state staff travel necessary to 


support the design activities and discussions 


with federal partners ,Quarterly Project 


meetings, community meeting mileage  


3 staff 


@ 4 


meetings 


 


Mileage 


$ 22,000 


 


 


 


Meetings Member/Stakeholder 


Community  


Regional meetings to introduce care 


coordination model, meals for guests, facilities 


 $ 40,000 


Supplies and 


Materials 


 Member mailings, brochures, training 


materials, and publications 


 $ 10,000 


$105,000 


Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 


Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 


Integrated Care Sites Benefits 
 


The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 


 


 
 


  


• Primary Care Services 


• Nursing Center 


• Physical Therapy 


• Occupational Therapy 


• Recreational Therapy 


• Nutritional Counseling 


• Social Services 


• Meals 


ICS 
Facility/Contracted 


Facility  


• Dentistry 


• Optometry 


• Audiology 


• Podiatry 


• Cardiology 


• Rheumatology 


Medical Specialists 


• Home Health Care Services 


• Personal Care Services Home Care Services 


• To and from the PACE Center 


• To and from all medical appointments Transportation Services 


• All Necessary prescription Drugs 


• Pharmacy Services 


Prescription and 
Medication Management 


• Acute Hospital Care 


• Respite Care 


• Family/Caregiver Support Services 


• Medical Equipment and Supplies 


• Laboratory Tests 


• Hearing/Vision Services 


• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary) 


• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team 


Other Services 
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Appendix H 


Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 
Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 


Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 


# of Attendees 7 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE 


 Overview of Duals Project 


 Cherokee Elder Care 


 Adult Day Center vs. PACE 


 PACE Enrollment 


 PACE Disenrollment 


 Availability of Partnerships 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Partnerships would avoid duplication services 


 Transportation is major barrier 


 Funding is major Barrier 


 Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 


 Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 
 


Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 


Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 14 


Discussion Topics  Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 


 Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 


 Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 


 Overview of PACE 


 Challenges of PACE 


 Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 PACE marketing may be challenging 


 Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 


 Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in 


PACE due to age 
 


Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 


Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 6 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 Financial Impact of PACE 


 Cost of Starting a PACE program 


 Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 


 Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 


 Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 


 Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 
 


Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  


Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 8 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 Possible partnership to develop PACE 


 PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  


 Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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 Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 


 Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 


 Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 
 


Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 


Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 8 


Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 


 City‘s involvement in establishing PACE 


 Possible locations for PACE in Alva 


 Infrastructure and Transportation 


 Stability of PACE 


 Financial Model of PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 


 No adult day health program in the town 


 Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 


 Area is very rural 
 


Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 


Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 


# of Attendees 7 


Discussion Topics  Overview of Duals Project 


 Overview of PACE Expansion 


 Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 


 Locations for possible PACE Center 


 Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 


Feedback: Concerns/ 


Barriers/Interests 
 Start-up costs is a barrier 


 Location for PACE center/services 
    


Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 


# of Attendees 32  


Questions Responses 


How many people receive Medicare benefits?  Majority of hands raised 


How many people receive Medicaid benefits?  Some hands raised 


What are some things you like about your current health 


plan? 
 Medicare pays the bills 


 Medicare does the paperwork 


 Likes supplemental insurance plan 


 Likes mostly everything about plan 


What are some things you dislike about your current health 


plan? 
 Does not cover eye care 


 Does not cover vision care 


 Does not cover dental care 


Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor‘s visit.  Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 


 Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 


 Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  


 No time spent on answering questions about 


personal health 


What health benefits/services are most important to you?   Eye care 


 Ear care 


 Dental care 


 Foot Care 
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 Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 


How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan?  Most people fairly satisfied 


 Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity 


of medications for what they pay 


 Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 


How would you feel if your health services, social 


interaction, meals, and therapy were located in one location? 
 Too Good to Be True 


 Sounds like Obamacare – don‘t like it 


 


Additional Comments/Concerns  Wants a health care plan that does not charge a 


premium 


 Does not want to travel outside home area for 


routine care 


 Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 


 Would like PCP to listen more 


 Would change PCP if necessary to get better 


care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 


Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 


Parties 


July – September 


2011 


 Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 


 Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 


 Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE 


expansion 


State PACE 


Staff  


October – December  


2011 


 Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns 


of utilization 


 Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather 


information regarding trends in PACE implementation 


 Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to 


organizations 


State PACE 


Staff 


January – February 


2012 


 Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 


 Create draft dual eligible proposal 


State PACE 


Staff 


March – May 


2012 


 Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 


 Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 


 Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 


 Submitted Final Proposal 


 Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 


State PACE 


Staff 


June – July  


2012 


 CMS proposal review 


 Release RFI 
CMS/OHCA 


July – December 


2012 


 1115 Waiver application process 


 Review RFI 


 Release RFP 


PACE 


Staff/OHCA  


January – March 


2013 


 Review RFP responses 


 Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 


State PACE 


Staff 


March – December 


2013 


 Review ICS Applications 


 Approve  ICS Application 


State PACE 


Staff 


January 2014  Program Implementation 
ICS 


organization 
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Member is determined a 


Care Coordinator 


Contacts member 


Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 


most acute primary 


Intake 


Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 


Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 


disease(s) and adherence to 


prescribed drug treatments. 


Assessment 
CC will look at other services 


member has access to including but 


not limited to having a case manager 


or monitoring and supporting one’s 


own health. 


Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 


of care and other guidelines. 


Adherence to their doctor’s 


treatment plans, motivation to adopt 


healthful lifestyle changes. After 


Action plan is agreed upon, determine 


method of future contact. 


Future methods of contact est. 


Approval 
Satisfaction 


Survey 


Acceptance 


And member 


continues to 


manage health 


effectively Next steps 
Determine next 


intervention 


Reassess action plan 


Reassess member and revisit 


action plan 


ICT 


ICT and CC identifies appropriate 


steps to enhancing member’s needs 


developing a care plan. CC may only 


need to review member’s records. 


Based on ICT, patient is now in 


(SoonerCare Silver) Care 


Coordination.  


For example: Specific behavioral and 


cognitive goals are set for each 


patient and monitored regularly.  


(Regular contact with Case Manager) 


 


Intake process 


Action Plan 


developed with 


(ICT) 


Review Action 


Plan with Member 


Continued contact with 
member 


Follow up is action being 


followed? 


Member Follow up 


FLOW CHART is BASED on: 


 Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 
Wellness Principles 


 Self-directed Care with a liaison to 
PCP office and to member 


 Evidence based Proven principles 


from OHCA 


 


“dual” 


care needs 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Fw: Three Questions
Date: Thursday, August 02, 2012 11:22:47 AM
Attachments: essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf

 
From: Mike Rhoads 
Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2012 11:21 AM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Frank Stone 
Subject: Three Questions 
 
Katie:  The highlighted section below is the latest on the September 30 deadline on EHB.  As you can see 9/30 is now being called a ‘soft deadline’ for states to respond. 
On the question of the 10 options available to make the selection of EHB look at the attached bulletin on page 9 that outlines the options.
Frank says that the actuarial work will be completed late next week.  He will prepare a comparison of the 10 options and make a recommendation.  We will make ourselves available to discuss the report and recommendation.
 
Michael Rhoads
Deputy Commissioner of Life/Health
Oklahoma Insurance Department
7645 E. 63rd St. Suite 102 -Triad II
Tulsa, OK 74133
918-295-3702 --o
405-924-0239--c
 
From: James Mills 
Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2012 11:10 AM
To: Mike Rhoads
Subject: FW: Health Reform Update - Friday, July 20, 2012
 
See highlighting below.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Webb, Brian R. [mailto:BWebb@naic.org] 
Sent: Friday, July 20, 2012 9:23 AM
To: Health Reform Implementation IR
Subject: Health Reform Update - Friday, July 20, 2012
 
I.  CCIIO Call on Essential Health Benefits
 
On Thursday, July 26, CCIIO held a conference call on the EHB data regulation and benchmark plan selection.  Following is a quick summary.
 
      HHS provided some information on their recent EHB data collection final rule and on benchmark plan selection during a conference call on July 19.  The issuers of the 3 largest small group market products in each state will be required to provide quantitative data on the benefits offered in the largest plan within
those products.  In finalizing the regulation, they made a change to the definition of "plan," which will now include any riders that may be included in the plan.  Those had previously been excluded.   Issuers will be required to submit this data to HIOS between August 20 and September 4.
 
      It was also announced on the call that there would be a "soft deadline" for state benchmark plan submission through HIOS of September 30.  HHS explained that they "recommend, but do not require" submission by this date.  HHS will then release a draft notice containing a detailed list of benefits for each state
benchmark plan, which states and others could comment on before a final notice is issued.  Plans would have to offer benefits that are "substantially equal" to the benefits of the benchmark.  They did not define this term, but said that benefits would have to be "very close" to those in the benchmark.  They also
mentioned that they are still undecided as to whether actuarially equivalent benefit substitutions would be allowed.
 
There will be another call next week, but the focus will be on IT and Troubleshooting:
 
      *IT, HIOS, and Troubleshooting Call and Webinar
      Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012
      Time (two options): 10:00 - 11:30 am EST or 3:00 - 4:30 pm EST
      Call-in Number (for both times): 877-267-1577
      Passcode: 5075 (option 1) and 0326 (option 2)
      Webinar Link: https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/ehb-benchmark-plan/<http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?
type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwNzEyLjkwMDA1NDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTIwNzEyLjkwMDA1NDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjkxMjk0NyZlbWFpbGlkPWxpc2FtYXJpZS5nb21lekBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bGlzYW1hcmllLmdvbWV6QGNtcy5oaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&117&&&https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/ehb-
benchmark-plan/>
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.  NAIC Response to Stop Loss Request for Information
 
The US Departments of Health and Human Services and Labor requested information on the current stop loss products and regulations in the states.  The NAIC ERISA Working Group surveyed the states on the questions relevant to state regulators and drafted the attached response, which has been approved by the Government
Relations Leadership Council and forwarded to the Departments.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---
You are currently subscribed to the "Health Care Reform Implementation Activities" electronic service as james.mills@oid.ok.gov. For information regarding this service, please contact the NAIC Central Office, Member Services, 1100 Walnut Street, Suite 1500, Kansas City, MO 64106, 816-783-8008.
 
To unsubscribe from the "Health Care Reform Implementation Activities" service, send a blank email to mailto:unsubscribe-healthcarereform@intlist.naic.org
 
To unsubscribe from all NAIC Electronic Services, send a blank email to mailto:optoutservices@naic.org
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
 
This message and any attachments are from the NAIC and are intended only for the addressee. Information contained herein is confidential, and may be privileged or exempt from disclosure pursuant to applicable federal or state law. This message is not intended as a waiver of the confidential, privileged or exempted status
of the information transmitted. Unauthorized forwarding, printing, copying, distribution or use of such information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the addressee, please promptly delete this message and notify the sender of the delivery error by e-mail or by calling the NAIC Help Desk at
(816)783-8500.

25030

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/o=Oklahoma State Department of Health/ou=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=Juliek
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ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS BULLETIN 


Purpose  


The purpose of this bulletin is to provide information and solicit comments on the 
regulatory approach that the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) plans to 
propose to define essential health benefits (EHB) under section 1302 of the Affordable 
Care Act.  This bulletin begins with an overview of the relevant statutory provisions and 
other background information, reviews research on health care services covered by 
employers today, and then describes the approach HHS plans to propose.  This bulletin 
only relates to covered services.  Plan cost sharing and the calculation of actuarial value 
are not addressed in this bulletin.  We plan to release guidance on calculating actuarial 
value and the provision of minimum value by employer-sponsored coverage in the near 
future.  In addition, we plan to issue future guidance on essential health benefit 
implementation in the Medicaid program. 


The intended regulatory approach utilizes a reference plan based on employer-sponsored 
coverage in the marketplace today, supplemented as necessary to ensure that plans cover 
each of the 10 statutory categories of EHB.  In developing this intended approach, HHS 
sought to balance comprehensiveness, affordability, and State flexibility and to reflect 
public input received to date. 


Public input is welcome on this intended approach.  Please send comments on the bulletin 
by January 31, 2012 to:  EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov. 


Defining Essential Health Benefits 


A. Introduction and Background 


Statutory Provisions 


Section 1302(b) of the Affordable Care Act directs the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (the Secretary) to define essential health benefits (EHB).  Non-grandfathered 
plans in the individual and small group markets both inside and outside of the Exchanges, 
Medicaid benchmark and benchmark-equivalent, and Basic Health Programs must cover 
the EHB beginning in 2014.1  Section 1302(b)(1) provides that EHB include items and 
services within the following 10 benefit categories: (1) ambulatory patient services, (2) 
emergency services (3) hospitalization, (4) maternity and newborn care, (5) mental health 
and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment, (6) 
prescription drugs, (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices, (8) laboratory 
services, (9) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management, and (10) 
pediatric services, including oral and vision care. 


                                                 
1 Self-insured group health plans, health insurance coverage offered in the large group market, and 
grandfathered health plans are not required to cover the essential health benefits.   
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Section 1302(b)(2) of the Affordable Care Act instructs the Secretary that the scope of 
EHB shall equal the scope of benefits provided under a typical employer plan.  In 
defining EHB, section 1302(b)(4) directs the Secretary to establish an appropriate balance 
among the benefit categories.  Further, under this provision, the Secretary must not make 
coverage decisions, determine reimbursement rates, or establish incentive programs.  
Benefits must not be designed in ways that discriminate based on age, disability, or 
expected length of life, but must consider the health care needs of diverse segments of the 
population. The Secretary must submit a report to the appropriate committees of 
Congress along with a certification from the Chief Actuary of the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services that the scope of the EHB is equal to the scope of benefits provided 
under a typical employer plan, as determined by the Secretary.   


In addition, section 1311(d)(3) of the Affordable Care Act requires States to defray the 
cost of any benefits required by State law to be covered by qualified health plans beyond 
the EHB.   


The statute distinguishes between a plan’s covered services and the plan’s cost-sharing 
features, such as deductibles, copayments, and coinsurance.  The cost-sharing features 
will determine the level of actuarial value of the plan, expressed as a “metal level” as 
specified in statute: bronze at 60 percent actuarial value, silver at 70 percent actuarial 
value, gold at 80 percent actuarial value, and platinum at 90 percent actuarial value.2 


Public and Other Input 


To inform the Department’s understanding of the benefits provided by employer plans, 
HHS has considered a report on employer plans submitted by the Department of Labor 
(DOL), recommendations on the process for defining and updating EHB from the 
Institute of Medicine (IOM), and input from the public and other interested stakeholders 
during a series of public listening sessions detailed below. 


Section 1302(b)(2)(A) requires the Secretary of Labor to inform the determination of 
EHB with a survey of employer-sponsored plans.  On April 15, 2011, the DOL issued its 
report, in satisfaction of section 1302(b)(2)(A) of the Affordable Care Act, providing 
results on the scope of benefits offered under employer-sponsored insurance to HHS.3  
The DOL survey provided a broad overview of benefits available to employees enrolled 
in employer sponsored plans.  The report drew on data from the 2008 and 2009 National 
Compensation Survey (which includes large and small employers), as well as DOL’s 
supplemental review of health plan Summary Plan Documents, and provided information 
on the extent to which employees have coverage for approximately 25 services within the 
10 categories of EHB outlined in the Affordable Care Act (e.g., a certain percentage of 
plan participants have coverage for a certain benefit). 


In order to receive independent guidance, HHS also commissioned the IOM to 
recommend a process that would help HHS define the benefits that should be included in 
the EHB and update the benefits to take into account advances in science, gaps in access, 


                                                 
2 As noted, these will be the subject of forthcoming guidance. 
3 Available at http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/sp/selmedbensreport.pdf 
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and the effect of any benefit changes on cost.  The IOM submitted its consensus 
recommendations in a report entitled “Essential Health Benefits: Balancing Coverage and 
Cost” on October 7, 2011.4  In order to balance the cost and comprehensiveness of EHB, 
the IOM recommended that EHB reflect plans in the small employer market and that the 
establishment of an EHB package should be guided by a national premium target.  The 
IOM also recommended the development of a framework for updating EHB that would 
take into account new evidence about effective interventions and changes in provider and 
consumer preferences while ensuring that the cost of the revised package of benefits 
remains within predetermined limits as the benefit standards become more specific.  The 
IOM recommended flexibility across States and suggested that States operating their own 
Exchanges be allowed to substitute a plan that is actuarially equivalent to the national 
EHB package.  The IOM also recommended continued public input throughout the 
process. 


Following the release of the IOM’s recommendations, HHS held a series of sessions with 
stakeholders, including consumers, providers, employers, plans, and State 
representatives, in both Washington, D.C. and around the nation to gather public input.  
Several key themes emerged.  Consumer groups and some provider groups expressed 
concern at the IOM’s emphasis on cost over the comprehensiveness of benefits.  Some 
consumer groups expressed a belief that small group plans may not represent the typical 
employer plan envisioned by the statute, while employers and health insurance issuers 
generally supported the IOM conclusion that EHB should be based on small employer 
plans.  Consumer and provider groups commented that specific benefits should be spelled 
out by the Secretary, while health insurance issuers and employers commented that they 
prefer more general guidance, allowing for greater flexibility.  Both provider and 
consumer groups expressed concern about discrimination against individuals with 
particular conditions.  Employers and health insurance issuers stressed concern about 
resources and urged the Secretary to adopt a more moderate benefit package.  Consumers 
generally favored a uniform benefits package, and many consumers requested that State 
mandates be included in the benefits package.  Some requested a uniform benefit package 
so that consumer choice of plan could focus on other plan features such as premium, 
provider network, and quality improvement.  Some employer, health insurance issuer, 
and State representatives focused on the need for flexibility across the country to reflect 
local preferences and practices.  States, health insurance issuers, and employers 
emphasized the need for timely guidance in preparing for implementation around EHB. 


B. Summary of Research on Employer Sponsored Plan Benefits and State Benefit 
Mandates  


While the Affordable Care Act directs the Secretary to define the scope of EHB as being 
equal to a typical employer plan, the statute does not provide a definition of “typical.”  
Therefore, HHS gathered benefit information on large employer plans (which account for 


                                                 
4 Available at http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-
Cost.aspx 
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the majority of employer plan enrollees), small employer products (which account for the 
majority of employer plans), and plans offered to public employees.5  


There is not yet a national standard for plan reporting of benefits.6  While the DOL 
collects information on benefits offered by employer plans, no single data set includes 
comprehensive data on coverage of each of the 10 statutory essential health benefit 
categories.  Consequently, to supplement information available from the DOL, Mercer,7 
and Kaiser Family Foundation/Health Research & Educational Trust (KFF/HRET)8 
surveys of employer plans, HHS gathered information on employer plan benefits from 
the IOM’s survey of three small group issuers and supplemented this information with an 
internal analysis of publicly available information on State employee plans and Federal 
employee plans,9 and information on benefits submitted to HealthCare.gov by small 
group health insurance issuers.  To inform our understanding of the category of pediatric 
oral and vision care, HHS staff also analyzed dental and vision plans in the Federal 
Employees Dental/Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP).10  The FEDVIP program is a 
standalone vision and dental program where eligible Federal enrollees pay the full cost of 
their coverage.   


Similarities and Differences in Benefit Coverage Across Markets  


Generally, according to this analysis, products in the small group market, State employee 
plans, and the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Blue Cross Blue 
Shield (BCBS) Standard Option and Government Employees Health Association 
(GEHA) plans do not differ significantly in the range of services they cover.  They differ 
mainly in cost-sharing provisions, but cost-sharing is not taken into account in 
determining EHB.  Similarly, these plans and products and the small group issuers 
surveyed by the IOM appear to generally cover health care services in virtually all of the 
10 statutory categories.   


For example, across the markets and plans examined, it appears that the following 
benefits are consistently covered: physician and specialist office visits, inpatient and 


                                                 
5 Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
issuer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific 
benefits and cost-sharing provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with 
different cost-sharing structures and rider options may derive from a single product. 
6 Section 2715 of the Public Health Service Act (PHS Act) requires group health plans and health insurance 
issuers in the group and individual markets to provide a Summary of Benefits and Coverage in a uniform 
format to consumers.   HHS, DOL, and the Department of the Treasury issued proposed rules for PHS Act 
section 2715 at 76 FR 52442 (August 22, 2011).  Further information is available at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-22/pdf/2011-21193.pdf and http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-
aca7.html. 
7 Available at http://www.mercer.com/survey-reports/2009-US-national-health-plan-survey 
8 Available at http://ehbs.kff.org  
9 HHS staff analyzed the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Blue Cross Blue Shield 
(BCBS) Standard Option and Government Employees Health Association Benefit plan booklets. 
10 Further information is available at https://www.benefeds.com/Portal/jsp/LoginPage.jsp  
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outpatient surgery, hospitalization, organ transplants, emergency services, maternity care, 
inpatient and outpatient mental health and substance use disorder services, generic and 
brand prescription drugs, physical, occupational and speech therapy, durable medical 
equipment, prosthetics and orthotics, laboratory and imaging services, preventive care 
and nutritional counseling services for patients with diabetes, and well child and pediatric 
services such as immunizations.  As noted in a previous HHS analysis, variation appears 
to be much greater for cost-sharing than for covered services.11 


While the plans and products in all the markets studied appear to cover a similar general 
scope of services, there was some variation in coverage of a few specific services among 
markets and among plans and products within markets, although there is no systematic 
difference noted in the breadth of services among these markets.  For example, the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan covers preventive and basic dental care, 
acupuncture, bariatric surgery, hearing aids, and smoking cessation programs and 
medications.  These benefits are not all consistently covered by small employer health 
plans.  Coverage of these benefits in State employee plans varies between States. 
However, in some cases, small group products cover some benefits that are not included 
in the FEHBP plans examined and may not be included in State employee plans, 
especially in States for which benefits such as in-vitro fertilization or applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) for children with autism are mandated by State law.12  Finally, there is a 
subset of benefits including mental health and substance use disorder services, pediatric 
oral and vision services, and habilitative services – where there is variation in coverage 
among plans, products, and markets.  These service categories are examined in more 
detail below.  


Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services 


In general, the plans and products studied appear to cover inpatient and outpatient mental 
health and substance use disorder services; however, coverage in the small group market 
often has limits.  As discussed later in this document, coverage will have to be consistent 
with the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act (MHPAEA).13   


The extent to which plans and products cover behavioral health treatment, a component 
of the mental health and substance use disorder EHB category, is unclear.  In general, 
plans do not mention behavioral health treatment as a category of services in summary 


                                                 
11 ASPE Research Brief, “Actuarial Value and Employer Sponsored Insurance,” November 2011.  
Available at: http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/AV-ESI/rb.pdf. 
12 In addition to mandated benefits, it appears that the small group issuers the IOM surveyed also generally 
cover residential treatment centers, which the FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan excludes. However, as 
this analysis compares three small group issuers to one FEHBP plan, it is unclear if this finding can be 
generalized to other plans.   
13 See Affordable Care Act § 1311(j); see also PHS Act § 2726, ERISA § 712, Internal Revenue Code § 
9812.  See also interim final regulations at 75 FR 5410 (February 2, 2010) and guidance published on June 
30, 2010 (http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-mhpaea.html), December 22, 2010 
(http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-aca5.html), and November 17, 2011 (http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-
aca7.html). 
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plan documents.  The exception is behavioral treatment for autism, which small group 
issuers in the IOM survey indicated is usually covered only when mandated by States.  


Pediatric Oral and Vision Care 


Coverage of dental and vision care services are provided through a mix of comprehensive 
health coverage plans and stand-alone coverage separate from the major medical 
coverage, which may be excepted benefits under PHS Act section 2722.14  The FEDVIP 
vision plan with the highest enrollment in 2010 covers routine eye examinations with 
refraction, corrective lenses and contact lenses, and the FEDVIP dental plan covers 
preventive and basic dental services such as cleanings and fillings, as well as advanced 
dental services such as root canals, crowns and medically necessary orthodontia.  In some 
cases, dental or vision services may be covered by a medical plan. For example, the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan covers basic and preventive dental services.  


Habilitative Services 


There is no generally accepted definition of habilitative services among health plans, and 
in general, health insurance plans do not identify habilitative services as a distinct group 
of services.  However, many States, consumer groups, and other organizations have 
suggested definitions of habilitative services which focus on: learning new skills or 
functions – as distinguished from rehabilitation which focuses on relearning existing 
skills or functions, or defining “habilitative services” as the term is used in the Medicaid 
program.15,16,17  An example of habilitative services is speech therapy for a child who is 
not talking at the expected age . 


Two of the three small group issuers surveyed by the IOM indicated that they do not 
cover habilitative services.  However, data submitted by small group issuers for display 
on HealthCare.gov indicates that about 70 percent of small group products offer at least 
limited coverage of habilitative services.18


  Physical therapy (PT), occupational therapy 
(OT), and speech therapy (ST) for habilitative purposes may be covered under the 
rehabilitation benefit of health insurance plans, which often includes visit limits.  All 
three issuers reporting to the IOM covered PT, OT, and ST, though one issuer did not 
cover these services for patients with an autism diagnosis.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard 
Option plan also covers PT, OT, and ST.  State employee plans examined appear to 
generally cover PT, OT, and ST.  


                                                 
14 When dental or vision coverage is provided in plan that is separate from or otherwise not an integral part 
of a major medical plan, that separate coverage is not subject to the insurance market reforms in title 
XXVII of the PHS Act.  See PHS Act §§ 2722(c)(1), 2791(c)(2). 
15 For State definitions, see Md. Code Ins. § 15-835(a)(3); D.C. Code § 31-3271(3); 215 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
5/356z.14(i). 
16 See 76 Fed. Reg. 52,442 and 76 Fed. Reg. 52,475.  
17 For Medicaid definition, see Social Security Act, § 1915(c)(5)(A). 
18 Data submitted in October 2011. 
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Comparison to Other Employer Plan Surveys 


These findings are generally consistent with other surveys of employer sponsored health 
coverage conducted by DOL, Mercer, and KFF/HRET.  The Department of Labor survey 
found that employees had widespread coverage for medical services such as inpatient 
hospital services, hospital room and board, emergency room visits, ambulance service, 
maternity, durable medical equipment, and physical therapy.  Similarly, Mercer found 
employers provided widespread coverage for medical services such as durable medical 
equipment, outpatient facility charges, and physical, occupational, and speech therapy.  
The KFF/HRET survey also found widespread coverage of prescription drugs among 
employees with employer-sponsored coverage. 


State Benefit Mandates 


State laws regarding required coverage of benefits vary widely in number, scope, and 
topic, so that generalizing about mandates and their impact on typical employer plans is 
difficult.  All States have adopted at least one health insurance mandate, and there are 
more than 1,600 specific service and provider coverage requirements across the 50 States 
and the District of Columbia.19  


Almost all State mandated services are typically included in benefit packages in States 
without the mandate – such as immunizations and emergency services. In order to better 
understand the variation in State mandates, their impact on the benefits covered by plans, 
and their cost, HHS analyzed 150 categories of benefit and provider mandates across all 
50 States and the District of Columbia.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard and Basic Options 
are not subject to any State mandates, but our analysis indicates that they cover nearly all 
of the benefit and provider mandate categories required under State mandates. The 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option is not subject to any State mandates, but our analysis 
indicates that it covers about 95 percent of the benefit and provider mandate categories 
required under State mandates. The primary exceptions are mandates requiring coverage 
of in-vitro fertilization and ABA therapy for autism, which are not covered by the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan but are required in 8 and 29 States, respectively.  


These two mandates commonly permit annual dollar limits, annual lifetime or frequency 
limits, and/or age limits.  Research by States with these two mandates indicates that the 
cost of covering in-vitro fertilization benefits raises average premiums by about one 
percent20,21 and the cost of covering ABA therapy for autism raises average premiums by 
approximately 0.3 percent.22  Approximately 10 percent of people covered by small 
                                                 
19 Of these 1,600 mandates, about 1,150 are benefit mandates and 450 are provider mandates.  
20 Maryland Health Care Commission. Study of Mandated Health Insurance Services: A Comparative 
Evaluation. January 1, 2008. Available at: http://mhcc.maryland.gov/health_insurance/mandated_1207.pdf 
21 University of Connecticut Center for Public Health and Health Policy. Connecticut Mandated Health 
Insurance Benefit Reviews. January, 2011. Available at: 
http://www.ct.gov/cid/lib/cid/2010_CT_Mandated_Health_Insurance_Benefits_Reviews_-
_General_Overview.pdf 
22 California Health Benefits Review Program. Analysis of Senate Bill TBD 1: Autism. March 20, 2011. 
Available at: http://www.chbrp.org/docs/index.php?action=read&bill_id=113&doc_type=3. 



http://mhcc.maryland.gov/health_insurance/mandated_1207.pdf

http://www.ct.gov/cid/lib/cid/2010_CT_Mandated_Health_Insurance_Benefits_Reviews_-_General_Overview.pdf

http://www.ct.gov/cid/lib/cid/2010_CT_Mandated_Health_Insurance_Benefits_Reviews_-_General_Overview.pdf

http://www.chbrp.org/docs/index.php?action=read&bill_id=113&doc_type=3
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group policies live in a State requiring coverage of in-vitro fertilization, and 
approximately 50 percent live in a State requiring coverage of ABA.   


The small group issuers surveyed by the IOM indicated they cover ABA only when 
required by State benefit mandates.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard Option does not cover 
ABA.  The extent to which these services are covered by State employee plans is unclear, 
as there is variation between States in whether benefit mandates apply (either by statute 
or voluntarily) to State employee plans. 


C. Intended Regulatory Approach 


As noted in the introduction, the Affordable Care Act authorizes the Secretary to define 
EHB.  In response to the research and recommendations described above, as a general 
matter, our goal is to pursue an approach that will: 


• Encompass the 10 categories of services identified  in the statute;  
• Reflect typical employer health benefit plans; 
• Reflect balance among the categories; 
• Account for diverse health needs across many populations; 
• Ensure there are no incentives for coverage decisions, cost sharing or 


reimbursement rates to discriminate impermissibly against individuals because of 
their age, disability, or expected length of life; 


• Ensure compliance with the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 
2008 (MHPAEA); 


• Provide States a role in defining EHB; and 
• Balance comprehensiveness and affordability for those purchasing coverage. 


As recommended by the IOM, HHS aims to balance comprehensiveness, affordability, 
and State flexibility while taking into account public input throughout the process of 
establishing and implementing EHB.23  Our intended approach to EHB incorporates plans 
typically offered by small employers and benefits that are covered across the current 
employer marketplace.  


We intend to propose that EHB be defined by a benchmark plan selected by each State.  
The selected benchmark plan would serve as a reference plan, reflecting both the scope of 
services and any limits offered by a “typical employer plan” in that State as required by 
section 1302(b)(2)(A) of the Affordable Care Act.  This approach is based on the 
approach established by Congress for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), 
created in 1997, and for certain Medicaid populations.24,25  A major advantage of the 
benchmark approach is that it recognizes that issuers make a holistic decision in 
constructing a package of benefits and adopt packages they believe balance consumers’ 
needs for comprehensiveness and affordability.  As described below, health insurance 


                                                 
23 Available at http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-
Cost.aspx. 
24 Balanced Budget Act of 1997; Public Law 105-33  
25 Section 42 CFR 457.410 and 457.420 



http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-Cost.aspx

http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-Cost.aspx
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issuers could adopt the scope of services and limits of the State benchmark, or vary it 
within the parameters described below. 


Four Benchmark Plan Types 


Our analysis of offerings that exist today suggests that the following four benchmark plan 
types for 2014 and 2015  best reflect the statutory standards for EHB in the Affordable 
Care Act:  


(1) the largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group insurance 
products in the State’s small group market;26 


(2) any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment;  
(3) any of the largest three national FEHBP plan options by enrollment; or 
(4) the largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance Organization 


(HMO) operating in the State. 


HHS intends to assess the benchmark process for the year 2016 and beyond based on 
evaluation and feedback.   


To reflect the State flexibility recommended by the IOM, under our intended approach, 
States are permitted to select a single benchmark to serve as the standard for qualified 
health plans inside the Exchange operating in their State and plans offered in the 
individual and small group markets in their State.  To determine enrollment in plans for 
specifying the benchmark options, we intend to propose to use enrollment data from the 
first quarter two years prior to the coverage year and that States select a benchmark in the 
third quarter two years prior to the coverage year.  For example, enrollment data from 
HealthCare.gov for the first quarter of calendar year 2012 could be used to determine 
which plans would be potential benchmarks for State selection and the benchmark plan 
specified during the third quarter of 2012 for coverage year 2014.  If a State does not 
exercise the option to select a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the 
default benchmark plan for that State would be the largest plan by enrollment in the 
largest product in the State’s small group market.  


Defraying the Cost of Additional Benefits 


Section 1311(d)(3)(B) of the Affordable Care Act requires States to defray the costs of 
State-mandated benefits in excess of EHB for individuals enrolled in any qualified health 
plan either in the individual market or in the small group market.  Similar to other 
Exchange decisions, the State may select the benchmark plan.  The approach for 2014 
and 2015 would provide a transition period for States to coordinate their benefit mandates 
while minimizing the likelihood the State would be required to defray  the costs of these 
mandates in excess of EHB.  In the transitional years of 2014 and 2015, if a State chooses 
a benchmark subject to State mandates – such as a small group market plan – that 
benchmark would include those mandates in the State EHB package.  Alternatively, 
                                                 
26 Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
issuer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific 
benefits and cost-sharing provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with 
different cost-sharing structures and rider options may derive from a single product. 
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under our intended approach a State could also select a benchmark such as an FEHBP 
plan that may not include some or all of the State’s benefit mandates, and therefore under 
Section 1311(d)(3)(B), the State would be required to cover the cost of those mandates 
outside the State EHB package.  HHS intends to evaluate the benchmark approach for the 
calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach that may exclude some State benefit 
mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package.   


Benchmark Plan Approach and the 10 Benefit Categories 


One of the challenges with the described benchmark plan approach to defining EHB is 
meeting both the test of a “typical employer plan” and ensuring coverage of all 10 
categories of services set forth in section 1302(b)(1) of the Affordable Care Act.   Not 
every benchmark plan includes coverage of all 10 categories of benefits identified in the 
Affordable Care Act (e.g., some of the benchmark plans do not routinely cover 
habilitative services or pediatric oral or vision services). The Affordable Care Act 
requires all issuers subject to the EHB standard in section 1302(a) to cover each of the 10 
benefit categories.27  If a category is missing in the benchmark plan, it must nevertheless 
be covered by health plans required to offer EHB.  In selecting a benchmark plan, a State 
may need to supplement the benchmark plan to cover each of the 10 categories.  We are 
considering policy options for how a State supplements its benchmark benefits if the 
selected benchmark is missing a category of benefits. The most commonly non-covered 
categories of benefits among typical employer plans are habilitative services, pediatric 
oral services, and pediatric vision services.   


Below, we discuss several specific options for habilitative services, pediatric oral care 
and pediatric vision care. Generally, we intend to propose that if a benchmark is missing 
other categories of benefits, the State must supplement the missing categories using the 
benefits from any other benchmark option. In a State with a default benchmark with 
missing categories, the benchmark plan would be supplemented using the largest plan in 
the benchmark type (e.g. small group plans or State employee plans or FEHBP) by 
enrollment offering the benefit. If none of the benchmark options in that benchmark type 
offer the benefit, the benefit will be supplemented using the FEHBP plan with the largest 
enrollment.  For example, in a State where the default benchmark is in place but that 
default plan did not offer prescription drug benefits, the benchmark would be 
supplemented using the prescription drug benefits offered in the largest small group 
benchmark plan option with coverage for prescription drugs.  If none of the three small 
group market benchmark options offer prescription drug benefits, that category would be 
based on the largest plan offering prescription drug benefits in FEHBP.  We are 
continuing to consider options for supplementing missing categories such as habilitative 
care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care if States do not select one of the options 
discussed below. 


                                                 
27 A qualified health plan may choose to not offer coverage for pediatric oral services provided that a 
standalone dental benefit plan which covers pediatric oral services as defined by EHB is offered through 
the same Exchange. 
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Habilitation 


Because habilitative services are a less well defined area of care, there is uncertainty on 
what is included in it.  The NAIC has proposed a definition of habilitation in materials 
transmitted to the Department as required under Section 2715 of the PHSA, and Medicaid 
has also adopted a definition of habilitative services.28,29  These definitions include the 
concept of “keeping” or “maintaining” function, but this concept is virtually unknown in 
commercial insurance, which focuses on creating skills and functions (in habilitation) or 
restoring skills and function (for rehabilitation).  Private insurance and Medicare may use 
different definitions when relating to coverage of these services.30  We seek comment on 
the advantages and disadvantages of including maintenance of function as part of the 
definition of habilitative services. We are considering two options if a benchmark plan 
does not include coverage for habilitative services: 


1) Habilitative services would be offered at parity with rehabilitative services -- a 
plan covering services such as PT, OT, and ST for rehabilitation must also cover 
those services in similar scope, amount, and duration for habilitation; or  


2) As a transitional approach, plans would decide which habilitative services to 
cover, and would report on that coverage to HHS.  HHS would evaluate those 
decisions, and further define habilitative services in the future.   


Pediatric Oral and Vision 


For pediatric oral services, we are considering two options for supplementing 
benchmarks that do not include these categories.  The State may select supplemental 
benefits from either:  


1) The Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) dental 
plan with the largest national enrollment; or 


2) The State’s separate CHIP program.31 


We intend to propose the EHB definition would not include non-medically necessary 
orthodontic benefits.   


For pediatric vision services we intend to propose the plan must supplement with the 
benefits covered by the FEDVIP vision plan with the largest enrollment. The rationale for 
a different treatment of this category is that CHIP does not require vision services.  As 
with habilitative services, we also seek comment on an approach that lets plans define the 
pediatric oral and vision services with required reporting as a transition policy. 


                                                 
28 See 76Fed. Reg. 52,442 and 76 Fed. Reg. 52,475. 
29 For Medicaid definition, see Social Security Act, Section 1915(c)(5)(A). 
30 See section 220.2(c) and (d) in the Medicare Benefits Policy Manual available here: 
http://www.cms.gov/manuals/Downloads/bp102c15.pdf 
31 If a State does not have a separate CHIP program, it may establish a benchmark that is consistent with 
the applicable CHIP standards.  
http://www.cms.gov/SMDL/downloads/CHIPRA%20Dental%20SHO%20Final%20100709revised.pdf     



http://www.cms.gov/manuals/Downloads/bp102c15.pdf

http://www.cms.gov/SMDL/downloads/CHIPRA%20Dental%20SHO%20Final%20100709revised.pdf
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Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services and Parity 


The MHPAEA expanded on previous Federal parity legislation addressing the potential 
for discrimination in mental health and substance use disorder benefits to occur by 
generally requiring that the financial requirements or treatment limitations for mental 
health and substance use disorder benefits be no more restrictive than those for medical 
and surgical benefits.  However, although parity was applied for covered mental health 
and substance use disorder benefits, there was no requirement to offer such a benefit in 
the first instance.  Also, prior to the Affordable Care Act, MHPAEA parity requirements 
did not apply to the individual market or group health coverage sponsored by employers 
with 50 or fewer employees.  


The Affordable Care Act identifies coverage of mental health and substance use disorder 
benefits as one of the 10 categories and therefore as an EHB in both the individual and 
small group markets.  The Affordable Care Act also specifically extends MHPAEA to the 
individual market.  Because the Affordable Care Act requires any issuer that must meet 
the coverage standard set in section 1302(a) to cover each of the 10 categories, all such 
plans must include coverage for mental health and substance use disorder services, 
including behavioral health treatment.  Consistent with Congressional intent, we intend to 
propose that parity applies in the context of EHB.  


Benefit Design Flexibility 


To meet the EHB coverage standard, HHS intends to require that a health plan offer 
benefits that are “substantially equal” to the benefits of the benchmark plan selected by 
the State and  modified as necessary to reflect the 10 coverage categories. This is the 
same equivalency standard that applies to plans under CHIP.32  Similar to CHIP, we 
intend to propose that a health insurance issuer have some flexibility to adjust benefits, 
including both the specific services covered and any quantitative limits provided they 
continue to offer coverage for all 10 statutory EHB categories.  Any flexibility provided 
would be subject to a baseline set of relevant benefits, reflected in the benchmark plan as 
modified.  Permitting flexibility would provide greater choice to consumers, promoting 
plan innovation through coverage and design options, while ensuring that plans providing 
EHB offer a certain level of benefits.  We are considering permitting substitutions that 
may occur only within each of the 10 categories specified by the Affordable Care Act.  
However, we are also considering whether to allow substitution across the benefit 
categories.  If such flexibility is permitted, we seek input on whether substitution across 
categories should be subject to a higher level of scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential 
for eliminating important services or benefits in particular categories.  In addition, we 
intend to require that the substitution be actuarially equivalent, using the same measures 
defined in CHIP.33 


To ensure competition within pharmacy benefits, we intend to propose a standard that 
reflects the flexibility permitted in Medicare Part D in which plans must cover the 


                                                 
32 42 CFR 457.420. 
33 42 CFR 457.431 
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categories and classes set forth in the benchmark, but may choose the specific drugs that 
are covered within categories and classes.34  If a benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain 
category or class, all plans must offer at least one drug in that same category or class, 
even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary. 


The Affordable Care Act also directs the Secretary to consider balance in defining 
benefits and to ensure that health insurance issuers do not discriminate against enrollees 
or applicants with health conditions.  Providing guidelines for substitution will ensure 
that health insurance issuers meet these standards.   


Updating Essential Health Benefits 


Section 1302(b)(4)(G) and (H) direct the Secretary to periodically review and update 
EHB.  As required by the Affordable Care Act, we will assess whether enrollees have 
difficulties with access for reasons of coverage or cost, changes in medical evidence or 
scientific advancement, market changes not reflected in the benchmarks and the 
affordability of coverage as it relates to EHB. We invite comment on approaches to 
gathering information and making this assessment.  Under the benchmark framework, we 
note that the provision of a “substantially equal” standard would allow health insurance 
issuers to update their benefits on an annual basis and they would be expected on an 
ongoing basis to reflect improvements in the quality and practice of medicine.  We also 
intend to propose a process to evaluate the benchmark approach.  


                                                 
34 Drug category and class lists would be provided by the U.S. Pharmacopoeia, AHMS, or through a similar 
standard. Note: we do not intend to adopt the protected class of drug policy in Part D. 
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Katie:  The highlighted section below is the latest on the September 30 deadline on EHB.  As you can see 9/30 is now being called a ‘soft deadline’ for states to respond. 
On the question of the 10 options available to make the selection of EHB look at the attached bulletin on page 9 that outlines the options.
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Subject: Health Reform Update - Friday, July 20, 2012
 
I.  CCIIO Call on Essential Health Benefits
 
On Thursday, July 26, CCIIO held a conference call on the EHB data regulation and benchmark plan selection.  Following is a quick summary.
 
      HHS provided some information on their recent EHB data collection final rule and on benchmark plan selection during a conference call on July 19.  The issuers of the 3 largest small group market products in each state will be required to provide quantitative data on the benefits offered in the largest plan within
those products.  In finalizing the regulation, they made a change to the definition of "plan," which will now include any riders that may be included in the plan.  Those had previously been excluded.   Issuers will be required to submit this data to HIOS between August 20 and September 4.
 
      It was also announced on the call that there would be a "soft deadline" for state benchmark plan submission through HIOS of September 30.  HHS explained that they "recommend, but do not require" submission by this date.  HHS will then release a draft notice containing a detailed list of benefits for each state
benchmark plan, which states and others could comment on before a final notice is issued.  Plans would have to offer benefits that are "substantially equal" to the benefits of the benchmark.  They did not define this term, but said that benefits would have to be "very close" to those in the benchmark.  They also
mentioned that they are still undecided as to whether actuarially equivalent benefit substitutions would be allowed.
 
There will be another call next week, but the focus will be on IT and Troubleshooting:
 
      *IT, HIOS, and Troubleshooting Call and Webinar
      Date: Wednesday, July 25, 2012
      Time (two options): 10:00 - 11:30 am EST or 3:00 - 4:30 pm EST
      Call-in Number (for both times): 877-267-1577
      Passcode: 5075 (option 1) and 0326 (option 2)
      Webinar Link: https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/ehb-benchmark-plan/<http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?
type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwNzEyLjkwMDA1NDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTIwNzEyLjkwMDA1NDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjkxMjk0NyZlbWFpbGlkPWxpc2FtYXJpZS5nb21lekBjbXMuaGhzLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9bGlzYW1hcmllLmdvbWV6QGNtcy5oaHMuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&117&&&https://webinar.cms.hhs.gov/ehb-
benchmark-plan/>
 
 
 
 
 
 
II.  NAIC Response to Stop Loss Request for Information
 
The US Departments of Health and Human Services and Labor requested information on the current stop loss products and regulations in the states.  The NAIC ERISA Working Group surveyed the states on the questions relevant to state regulators and drafted the attached response, which has been approved by the Government
Relations Leadership Council and forwarded to the Departments.
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ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS BULLETIN 


Purpose  


The purpose of this bulletin is to provide information and solicit comments on the 
regulatory approach that the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) plans to 
propose to define essential health benefits (EHB) under section 1302 of the Affordable 
Care Act.  This bulletin begins with an overview of the relevant statutory provisions and 
other background information, reviews research on health care services covered by 
employers today, and then describes the approach HHS plans to propose.  This bulletin 
only relates to covered services.  Plan cost sharing and the calculation of actuarial value 
are not addressed in this bulletin.  We plan to release guidance on calculating actuarial 
value and the provision of minimum value by employer-sponsored coverage in the near 
future.  In addition, we plan to issue future guidance on essential health benefit 
implementation in the Medicaid program. 


The intended regulatory approach utilizes a reference plan based on employer-sponsored 
coverage in the marketplace today, supplemented as necessary to ensure that plans cover 
each of the 10 statutory categories of EHB.  In developing this intended approach, HHS 
sought to balance comprehensiveness, affordability, and State flexibility and to reflect 
public input received to date. 


Public input is welcome on this intended approach.  Please send comments on the bulletin 
by January 31, 2012 to:  EssentialHealthBenefits@cms.hhs.gov. 


Defining Essential Health Benefits 


A. Introduction and Background 


Statutory Provisions 


Section 1302(b) of the Affordable Care Act directs the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (the Secretary) to define essential health benefits (EHB).  Non-grandfathered 
plans in the individual and small group markets both inside and outside of the Exchanges, 
Medicaid benchmark and benchmark-equivalent, and Basic Health Programs must cover 
the EHB beginning in 2014.1  Section 1302(b)(1) provides that EHB include items and 
services within the following 10 benefit categories: (1) ambulatory patient services, (2) 
emergency services (3) hospitalization, (4) maternity and newborn care, (5) mental health 
and substance use disorder services, including behavioral health treatment, (6) 
prescription drugs, (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices, (8) laboratory 
services, (9) preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management, and (10) 
pediatric services, including oral and vision care. 


                                                 
1 Self-insured group health plans, health insurance coverage offered in the large group market, and 
grandfathered health plans are not required to cover the essential health benefits.   
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Section 1302(b)(2) of the Affordable Care Act instructs the Secretary that the scope of 
EHB shall equal the scope of benefits provided under a typical employer plan.  In 
defining EHB, section 1302(b)(4) directs the Secretary to establish an appropriate balance 
among the benefit categories.  Further, under this provision, the Secretary must not make 
coverage decisions, determine reimbursement rates, or establish incentive programs.  
Benefits must not be designed in ways that discriminate based on age, disability, or 
expected length of life, but must consider the health care needs of diverse segments of the 
population. The Secretary must submit a report to the appropriate committees of 
Congress along with a certification from the Chief Actuary of the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services that the scope of the EHB is equal to the scope of benefits provided 
under a typical employer plan, as determined by the Secretary.   


In addition, section 1311(d)(3) of the Affordable Care Act requires States to defray the 
cost of any benefits required by State law to be covered by qualified health plans beyond 
the EHB.   


The statute distinguishes between a plan’s covered services and the plan’s cost-sharing 
features, such as deductibles, copayments, and coinsurance.  The cost-sharing features 
will determine the level of actuarial value of the plan, expressed as a “metal level” as 
specified in statute: bronze at 60 percent actuarial value, silver at 70 percent actuarial 
value, gold at 80 percent actuarial value, and platinum at 90 percent actuarial value.2 


Public and Other Input 


To inform the Department’s understanding of the benefits provided by employer plans, 
HHS has considered a report on employer plans submitted by the Department of Labor 
(DOL), recommendations on the process for defining and updating EHB from the 
Institute of Medicine (IOM), and input from the public and other interested stakeholders 
during a series of public listening sessions detailed below. 


Section 1302(b)(2)(A) requires the Secretary of Labor to inform the determination of 
EHB with a survey of employer-sponsored plans.  On April 15, 2011, the DOL issued its 
report, in satisfaction of section 1302(b)(2)(A) of the Affordable Care Act, providing 
results on the scope of benefits offered under employer-sponsored insurance to HHS.3  
The DOL survey provided a broad overview of benefits available to employees enrolled 
in employer sponsored plans.  The report drew on data from the 2008 and 2009 National 
Compensation Survey (which includes large and small employers), as well as DOL’s 
supplemental review of health plan Summary Plan Documents, and provided information 
on the extent to which employees have coverage for approximately 25 services within the 
10 categories of EHB outlined in the Affordable Care Act (e.g., a certain percentage of 
plan participants have coverage for a certain benefit). 


In order to receive independent guidance, HHS also commissioned the IOM to 
recommend a process that would help HHS define the benefits that should be included in 
the EHB and update the benefits to take into account advances in science, gaps in access, 


                                                 
2 As noted, these will be the subject of forthcoming guidance. 
3 Available at http://www.bls.gov/ncs/ebs/sp/selmedbensreport.pdf 
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and the effect of any benefit changes on cost.  The IOM submitted its consensus 
recommendations in a report entitled “Essential Health Benefits: Balancing Coverage and 
Cost” on October 7, 2011.4  In order to balance the cost and comprehensiveness of EHB, 
the IOM recommended that EHB reflect plans in the small employer market and that the 
establishment of an EHB package should be guided by a national premium target.  The 
IOM also recommended the development of a framework for updating EHB that would 
take into account new evidence about effective interventions and changes in provider and 
consumer preferences while ensuring that the cost of the revised package of benefits 
remains within predetermined limits as the benefit standards become more specific.  The 
IOM recommended flexibility across States and suggested that States operating their own 
Exchanges be allowed to substitute a plan that is actuarially equivalent to the national 
EHB package.  The IOM also recommended continued public input throughout the 
process. 


Following the release of the IOM’s recommendations, HHS held a series of sessions with 
stakeholders, including consumers, providers, employers, plans, and State 
representatives, in both Washington, D.C. and around the nation to gather public input.  
Several key themes emerged.  Consumer groups and some provider groups expressed 
concern at the IOM’s emphasis on cost over the comprehensiveness of benefits.  Some 
consumer groups expressed a belief that small group plans may not represent the typical 
employer plan envisioned by the statute, while employers and health insurance issuers 
generally supported the IOM conclusion that EHB should be based on small employer 
plans.  Consumer and provider groups commented that specific benefits should be spelled 
out by the Secretary, while health insurance issuers and employers commented that they 
prefer more general guidance, allowing for greater flexibility.  Both provider and 
consumer groups expressed concern about discrimination against individuals with 
particular conditions.  Employers and health insurance issuers stressed concern about 
resources and urged the Secretary to adopt a more moderate benefit package.  Consumers 
generally favored a uniform benefits package, and many consumers requested that State 
mandates be included in the benefits package.  Some requested a uniform benefit package 
so that consumer choice of plan could focus on other plan features such as premium, 
provider network, and quality improvement.  Some employer, health insurance issuer, 
and State representatives focused on the need for flexibility across the country to reflect 
local preferences and practices.  States, health insurance issuers, and employers 
emphasized the need for timely guidance in preparing for implementation around EHB. 


B. Summary of Research on Employer Sponsored Plan Benefits and State Benefit 
Mandates  


While the Affordable Care Act directs the Secretary to define the scope of EHB as being 
equal to a typical employer plan, the statute does not provide a definition of “typical.”  
Therefore, HHS gathered benefit information on large employer plans (which account for 


                                                 
4 Available at http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-
Cost.aspx 
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the majority of employer plan enrollees), small employer products (which account for the 
majority of employer plans), and plans offered to public employees.5  


There is not yet a national standard for plan reporting of benefits.6  While the DOL 
collects information on benefits offered by employer plans, no single data set includes 
comprehensive data on coverage of each of the 10 statutory essential health benefit 
categories.  Consequently, to supplement information available from the DOL, Mercer,7 
and Kaiser Family Foundation/Health Research & Educational Trust (KFF/HRET)8 
surveys of employer plans, HHS gathered information on employer plan benefits from 
the IOM’s survey of three small group issuers and supplemented this information with an 
internal analysis of publicly available information on State employee plans and Federal 
employee plans,9 and information on benefits submitted to HealthCare.gov by small 
group health insurance issuers.  To inform our understanding of the category of pediatric 
oral and vision care, HHS staff also analyzed dental and vision plans in the Federal 
Employees Dental/Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP).10  The FEDVIP program is a 
standalone vision and dental program where eligible Federal enrollees pay the full cost of 
their coverage.   


Similarities and Differences in Benefit Coverage Across Markets  


Generally, according to this analysis, products in the small group market, State employee 
plans, and the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Blue Cross Blue 
Shield (BCBS) Standard Option and Government Employees Health Association 
(GEHA) plans do not differ significantly in the range of services they cover.  They differ 
mainly in cost-sharing provisions, but cost-sharing is not taken into account in 
determining EHB.  Similarly, these plans and products and the small group issuers 
surveyed by the IOM appear to generally cover health care services in virtually all of the 
10 statutory categories.   


For example, across the markets and plans examined, it appears that the following 
benefits are consistently covered: physician and specialist office visits, inpatient and 


                                                 
5 Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
issuer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific 
benefits and cost-sharing provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with 
different cost-sharing structures and rider options may derive from a single product. 
6 Section 2715 of the Public Health Service Act (PHS Act) requires group health plans and health insurance 
issuers in the group and individual markets to provide a Summary of Benefits and Coverage in a uniform 
format to consumers.   HHS, DOL, and the Department of the Treasury issued proposed rules for PHS Act 
section 2715 at 76 FR 52442 (August 22, 2011).  Further information is available at 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-22/pdf/2011-21193.pdf and http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-
aca7.html. 
7 Available at http://www.mercer.com/survey-reports/2009-US-national-health-plan-survey 
8 Available at http://ehbs.kff.org  
9 HHS staff analyzed the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Blue Cross Blue Shield 
(BCBS) Standard Option and Government Employees Health Association Benefit plan booklets. 
10 Further information is available at https://www.benefeds.com/Portal/jsp/LoginPage.jsp  
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outpatient surgery, hospitalization, organ transplants, emergency services, maternity care, 
inpatient and outpatient mental health and substance use disorder services, generic and 
brand prescription drugs, physical, occupational and speech therapy, durable medical 
equipment, prosthetics and orthotics, laboratory and imaging services, preventive care 
and nutritional counseling services for patients with diabetes, and well child and pediatric 
services such as immunizations.  As noted in a previous HHS analysis, variation appears 
to be much greater for cost-sharing than for covered services.11 


While the plans and products in all the markets studied appear to cover a similar general 
scope of services, there was some variation in coverage of a few specific services among 
markets and among plans and products within markets, although there is no systematic 
difference noted in the breadth of services among these markets.  For example, the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan covers preventive and basic dental care, 
acupuncture, bariatric surgery, hearing aids, and smoking cessation programs and 
medications.  These benefits are not all consistently covered by small employer health 
plans.  Coverage of these benefits in State employee plans varies between States. 
However, in some cases, small group products cover some benefits that are not included 
in the FEHBP plans examined and may not be included in State employee plans, 
especially in States for which benefits such as in-vitro fertilization or applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) for children with autism are mandated by State law.12  Finally, there is a 
subset of benefits including mental health and substance use disorder services, pediatric 
oral and vision services, and habilitative services – where there is variation in coverage 
among plans, products, and markets.  These service categories are examined in more 
detail below.  


Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services 


In general, the plans and products studied appear to cover inpatient and outpatient mental 
health and substance use disorder services; however, coverage in the small group market 
often has limits.  As discussed later in this document, coverage will have to be consistent 
with the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act (MHPAEA).13   


The extent to which plans and products cover behavioral health treatment, a component 
of the mental health and substance use disorder EHB category, is unclear.  In general, 
plans do not mention behavioral health treatment as a category of services in summary 


                                                 
11 ASPE Research Brief, “Actuarial Value and Employer Sponsored Insurance,” November 2011.  
Available at: http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/AV-ESI/rb.pdf. 
12 In addition to mandated benefits, it appears that the small group issuers the IOM surveyed also generally 
cover residential treatment centers, which the FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan excludes. However, as 
this analysis compares three small group issuers to one FEHBP plan, it is unclear if this finding can be 
generalized to other plans.   
13 See Affordable Care Act § 1311(j); see also PHS Act § 2726, ERISA § 712, Internal Revenue Code § 
9812.  See also interim final regulations at 75 FR 5410 (February 2, 2010) and guidance published on June 
30, 2010 (http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-mhpaea.html), December 22, 2010 
(http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-aca5.html), and November 17, 2011 (http://www.dol.gov/ebsa/faqs/faq-
aca7.html). 
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plan documents.  The exception is behavioral treatment for autism, which small group 
issuers in the IOM survey indicated is usually covered only when mandated by States.  


Pediatric Oral and Vision Care 


Coverage of dental and vision care services are provided through a mix of comprehensive 
health coverage plans and stand-alone coverage separate from the major medical 
coverage, which may be excepted benefits under PHS Act section 2722.14  The FEDVIP 
vision plan with the highest enrollment in 2010 covers routine eye examinations with 
refraction, corrective lenses and contact lenses, and the FEDVIP dental plan covers 
preventive and basic dental services such as cleanings and fillings, as well as advanced 
dental services such as root canals, crowns and medically necessary orthodontia.  In some 
cases, dental or vision services may be covered by a medical plan. For example, the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan covers basic and preventive dental services.  


Habilitative Services 


There is no generally accepted definition of habilitative services among health plans, and 
in general, health insurance plans do not identify habilitative services as a distinct group 
of services.  However, many States, consumer groups, and other organizations have 
suggested definitions of habilitative services which focus on: learning new skills or 
functions – as distinguished from rehabilitation which focuses on relearning existing 
skills or functions, or defining “habilitative services” as the term is used in the Medicaid 
program.15,16,17  An example of habilitative services is speech therapy for a child who is 
not talking at the expected age . 


Two of the three small group issuers surveyed by the IOM indicated that they do not 
cover habilitative services.  However, data submitted by small group issuers for display 
on HealthCare.gov indicates that about 70 percent of small group products offer at least 
limited coverage of habilitative services.18


  Physical therapy (PT), occupational therapy 
(OT), and speech therapy (ST) for habilitative purposes may be covered under the 
rehabilitation benefit of health insurance plans, which often includes visit limits.  All 
three issuers reporting to the IOM covered PT, OT, and ST, though one issuer did not 
cover these services for patients with an autism diagnosis.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard 
Option plan also covers PT, OT, and ST.  State employee plans examined appear to 
generally cover PT, OT, and ST.  


                                                 
14 When dental or vision coverage is provided in plan that is separate from or otherwise not an integral part 
of a major medical plan, that separate coverage is not subject to the insurance market reforms in title 
XXVII of the PHS Act.  See PHS Act §§ 2722(c)(1), 2791(c)(2). 
15 For State definitions, see Md. Code Ins. § 15-835(a)(3); D.C. Code § 31-3271(3); 215 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
5/356z.14(i). 
16 See 76 Fed. Reg. 52,442 and 76 Fed. Reg. 52,475.  
17 For Medicaid definition, see Social Security Act, § 1915(c)(5)(A). 
18 Data submitted in October 2011. 
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Comparison to Other Employer Plan Surveys 


These findings are generally consistent with other surveys of employer sponsored health 
coverage conducted by DOL, Mercer, and KFF/HRET.  The Department of Labor survey 
found that employees had widespread coverage for medical services such as inpatient 
hospital services, hospital room and board, emergency room visits, ambulance service, 
maternity, durable medical equipment, and physical therapy.  Similarly, Mercer found 
employers provided widespread coverage for medical services such as durable medical 
equipment, outpatient facility charges, and physical, occupational, and speech therapy.  
The KFF/HRET survey also found widespread coverage of prescription drugs among 
employees with employer-sponsored coverage. 


State Benefit Mandates 


State laws regarding required coverage of benefits vary widely in number, scope, and 
topic, so that generalizing about mandates and their impact on typical employer plans is 
difficult.  All States have adopted at least one health insurance mandate, and there are 
more than 1,600 specific service and provider coverage requirements across the 50 States 
and the District of Columbia.19  


Almost all State mandated services are typically included in benefit packages in States 
without the mandate – such as immunizations and emergency services. In order to better 
understand the variation in State mandates, their impact on the benefits covered by plans, 
and their cost, HHS analyzed 150 categories of benefit and provider mandates across all 
50 States and the District of Columbia.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard and Basic Options 
are not subject to any State mandates, but our analysis indicates that they cover nearly all 
of the benefit and provider mandate categories required under State mandates. The 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option is not subject to any State mandates, but our analysis 
indicates that it covers about 95 percent of the benefit and provider mandate categories 
required under State mandates. The primary exceptions are mandates requiring coverage 
of in-vitro fertilization and ABA therapy for autism, which are not covered by the 
FEHBP BCBS Standard Option plan but are required in 8 and 29 States, respectively.  


These two mandates commonly permit annual dollar limits, annual lifetime or frequency 
limits, and/or age limits.  Research by States with these two mandates indicates that the 
cost of covering in-vitro fertilization benefits raises average premiums by about one 
percent20,21 and the cost of covering ABA therapy for autism raises average premiums by 
approximately 0.3 percent.22  Approximately 10 percent of people covered by small 
                                                 
19 Of these 1,600 mandates, about 1,150 are benefit mandates and 450 are provider mandates.  
20 Maryland Health Care Commission. Study of Mandated Health Insurance Services: A Comparative 
Evaluation. January 1, 2008. Available at: http://mhcc.maryland.gov/health_insurance/mandated_1207.pdf 
21 University of Connecticut Center for Public Health and Health Policy. Connecticut Mandated Health 
Insurance Benefit Reviews. January, 2011. Available at: 
http://www.ct.gov/cid/lib/cid/2010_CT_Mandated_Health_Insurance_Benefits_Reviews_-
_General_Overview.pdf 
22 California Health Benefits Review Program. Analysis of Senate Bill TBD 1: Autism. March 20, 2011. 
Available at: http://www.chbrp.org/docs/index.php?action=read&bill_id=113&doc_type=3. 
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group policies live in a State requiring coverage of in-vitro fertilization, and 
approximately 50 percent live in a State requiring coverage of ABA.   


The small group issuers surveyed by the IOM indicated they cover ABA only when 
required by State benefit mandates.  The FEHBP BCBS Standard Option does not cover 
ABA.  The extent to which these services are covered by State employee plans is unclear, 
as there is variation between States in whether benefit mandates apply (either by statute 
or voluntarily) to State employee plans. 


C. Intended Regulatory Approach 


As noted in the introduction, the Affordable Care Act authorizes the Secretary to define 
EHB.  In response to the research and recommendations described above, as a general 
matter, our goal is to pursue an approach that will: 


• Encompass the 10 categories of services identified  in the statute;  
• Reflect typical employer health benefit plans; 
• Reflect balance among the categories; 
• Account for diverse health needs across many populations; 
• Ensure there are no incentives for coverage decisions, cost sharing or 


reimbursement rates to discriminate impermissibly against individuals because of 
their age, disability, or expected length of life; 


• Ensure compliance with the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 
2008 (MHPAEA); 


• Provide States a role in defining EHB; and 
• Balance comprehensiveness and affordability for those purchasing coverage. 


As recommended by the IOM, HHS aims to balance comprehensiveness, affordability, 
and State flexibility while taking into account public input throughout the process of 
establishing and implementing EHB.23  Our intended approach to EHB incorporates plans 
typically offered by small employers and benefits that are covered across the current 
employer marketplace.  


We intend to propose that EHB be defined by a benchmark plan selected by each State.  
The selected benchmark plan would serve as a reference plan, reflecting both the scope of 
services and any limits offered by a “typical employer plan” in that State as required by 
section 1302(b)(2)(A) of the Affordable Care Act.  This approach is based on the 
approach established by Congress for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), 
created in 1997, and for certain Medicaid populations.24,25  A major advantage of the 
benchmark approach is that it recognizes that issuers make a holistic decision in 
constructing a package of benefits and adopt packages they believe balance consumers’ 
needs for comprehensiveness and affordability.  As described below, health insurance 


                                                 
23 Available at http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Essential-Health-Benefits-Balancing-Coverage-and-
Cost.aspx. 
24 Balanced Budget Act of 1997; Public Law 105-33  
25 Section 42 CFR 457.410 and 457.420 
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issuers could adopt the scope of services and limits of the State benchmark, or vary it 
within the parameters described below. 


Four Benchmark Plan Types 


Our analysis of offerings that exist today suggests that the following four benchmark plan 
types for 2014 and 2015  best reflect the statutory standards for EHB in the Affordable 
Care Act:  


(1) the largest plan by enrollment in any of the three largest small group insurance 
products in the State’s small group market;26 


(2) any of the largest three State employee health benefit plans by enrollment;  
(3) any of the largest three national FEHBP plan options by enrollment; or 
(4) the largest insured commercial non-Medicaid Health Maintenance Organization 


(HMO) operating in the State. 


HHS intends to assess the benchmark process for the year 2016 and beyond based on 
evaluation and feedback.   


To reflect the State flexibility recommended by the IOM, under our intended approach, 
States are permitted to select a single benchmark to serve as the standard for qualified 
health plans inside the Exchange operating in their State and plans offered in the 
individual and small group markets in their State.  To determine enrollment in plans for 
specifying the benchmark options, we intend to propose to use enrollment data from the 
first quarter two years prior to the coverage year and that States select a benchmark in the 
third quarter two years prior to the coverage year.  For example, enrollment data from 
HealthCare.gov for the first quarter of calendar year 2012 could be used to determine 
which plans would be potential benchmarks for State selection and the benchmark plan 
specified during the third quarter of 2012 for coverage year 2014.  If a State does not 
exercise the option to select a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the 
default benchmark plan for that State would be the largest plan by enrollment in the 
largest product in the State’s small group market.  


Defraying the Cost of Additional Benefits 


Section 1311(d)(3)(B) of the Affordable Care Act requires States to defray the costs of 
State-mandated benefits in excess of EHB for individuals enrolled in any qualified health 
plan either in the individual market or in the small group market.  Similar to other 
Exchange decisions, the State may select the benchmark plan.  The approach for 2014 
and 2015 would provide a transition period for States to coordinate their benefit mandates 
while minimizing the likelihood the State would be required to defray  the costs of these 
mandates in excess of EHB.  In the transitional years of 2014 and 2015, if a State chooses 
a benchmark subject to State mandates – such as a small group market plan – that 
benchmark would include those mandates in the State EHB package.  Alternatively, 
                                                 
26 Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
issuer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific 
benefits and cost-sharing provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with 
different cost-sharing structures and rider options may derive from a single product. 
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under our intended approach a State could also select a benchmark such as an FEHBP 
plan that may not include some or all of the State’s benefit mandates, and therefore under 
Section 1311(d)(3)(B), the State would be required to cover the cost of those mandates 
outside the State EHB package.  HHS intends to evaluate the benchmark approach for the 
calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach that may exclude some State benefit 
mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package.   


Benchmark Plan Approach and the 10 Benefit Categories 


One of the challenges with the described benchmark plan approach to defining EHB is 
meeting both the test of a “typical employer plan” and ensuring coverage of all 10 
categories of services set forth in section 1302(b)(1) of the Affordable Care Act.   Not 
every benchmark plan includes coverage of all 10 categories of benefits identified in the 
Affordable Care Act (e.g., some of the benchmark plans do not routinely cover 
habilitative services or pediatric oral or vision services). The Affordable Care Act 
requires all issuers subject to the EHB standard in section 1302(a) to cover each of the 10 
benefit categories.27  If a category is missing in the benchmark plan, it must nevertheless 
be covered by health plans required to offer EHB.  In selecting a benchmark plan, a State 
may need to supplement the benchmark plan to cover each of the 10 categories.  We are 
considering policy options for how a State supplements its benchmark benefits if the 
selected benchmark is missing a category of benefits. The most commonly non-covered 
categories of benefits among typical employer plans are habilitative services, pediatric 
oral services, and pediatric vision services.   


Below, we discuss several specific options for habilitative services, pediatric oral care 
and pediatric vision care. Generally, we intend to propose that if a benchmark is missing 
other categories of benefits, the State must supplement the missing categories using the 
benefits from any other benchmark option. In a State with a default benchmark with 
missing categories, the benchmark plan would be supplemented using the largest plan in 
the benchmark type (e.g. small group plans or State employee plans or FEHBP) by 
enrollment offering the benefit. If none of the benchmark options in that benchmark type 
offer the benefit, the benefit will be supplemented using the FEHBP plan with the largest 
enrollment.  For example, in a State where the default benchmark is in place but that 
default plan did not offer prescription drug benefits, the benchmark would be 
supplemented using the prescription drug benefits offered in the largest small group 
benchmark plan option with coverage for prescription drugs.  If none of the three small 
group market benchmark options offer prescription drug benefits, that category would be 
based on the largest plan offering prescription drug benefits in FEHBP.  We are 
continuing to consider options for supplementing missing categories such as habilitative 
care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care if States do not select one of the options 
discussed below. 


                                                 
27 A qualified health plan may choose to not offer coverage for pediatric oral services provided that a 
standalone dental benefit plan which covers pediatric oral services as defined by EHB is offered through 
the same Exchange. 
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Habilitation 


Because habilitative services are a less well defined area of care, there is uncertainty on 
what is included in it.  The NAIC has proposed a definition of habilitation in materials 
transmitted to the Department as required under Section 2715 of the PHSA, and Medicaid 
has also adopted a definition of habilitative services.28,29  These definitions include the 
concept of “keeping” or “maintaining” function, but this concept is virtually unknown in 
commercial insurance, which focuses on creating skills and functions (in habilitation) or 
restoring skills and function (for rehabilitation).  Private insurance and Medicare may use 
different definitions when relating to coverage of these services.30  We seek comment on 
the advantages and disadvantages of including maintenance of function as part of the 
definition of habilitative services. We are considering two options if a benchmark plan 
does not include coverage for habilitative services: 


1) Habilitative services would be offered at parity with rehabilitative services -- a 
plan covering services such as PT, OT, and ST for rehabilitation must also cover 
those services in similar scope, amount, and duration for habilitation; or  


2) As a transitional approach, plans would decide which habilitative services to 
cover, and would report on that coverage to HHS.  HHS would evaluate those 
decisions, and further define habilitative services in the future.   


Pediatric Oral and Vision 


For pediatric oral services, we are considering two options for supplementing 
benchmarks that do not include these categories.  The State may select supplemental 
benefits from either:  


1) The Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) dental 
plan with the largest national enrollment; or 


2) The State’s separate CHIP program.31 


We intend to propose the EHB definition would not include non-medically necessary 
orthodontic benefits.   


For pediatric vision services we intend to propose the plan must supplement with the 
benefits covered by the FEDVIP vision plan with the largest enrollment. The rationale for 
a different treatment of this category is that CHIP does not require vision services.  As 
with habilitative services, we also seek comment on an approach that lets plans define the 
pediatric oral and vision services with required reporting as a transition policy. 


                                                 
28 See 76Fed. Reg. 52,442 and 76 Fed. Reg. 52,475. 
29 For Medicaid definition, see Social Security Act, Section 1915(c)(5)(A). 
30 See section 220.2(c) and (d) in the Medicare Benefits Policy Manual available here: 
http://www.cms.gov/manuals/Downloads/bp102c15.pdf 
31 If a State does not have a separate CHIP program, it may establish a benchmark that is consistent with 
the applicable CHIP standards.  
http://www.cms.gov/SMDL/downloads/CHIPRA%20Dental%20SHO%20Final%20100709revised.pdf     



http://www.cms.gov/manuals/Downloads/bp102c15.pdf

http://www.cms.gov/SMDL/downloads/CHIPRA%20Dental%20SHO%20Final%20100709revised.pdf
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Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services and Parity 


The MHPAEA expanded on previous Federal parity legislation addressing the potential 
for discrimination in mental health and substance use disorder benefits to occur by 
generally requiring that the financial requirements or treatment limitations for mental 
health and substance use disorder benefits be no more restrictive than those for medical 
and surgical benefits.  However, although parity was applied for covered mental health 
and substance use disorder benefits, there was no requirement to offer such a benefit in 
the first instance.  Also, prior to the Affordable Care Act, MHPAEA parity requirements 
did not apply to the individual market or group health coverage sponsored by employers 
with 50 or fewer employees.  


The Affordable Care Act identifies coverage of mental health and substance use disorder 
benefits as one of the 10 categories and therefore as an EHB in both the individual and 
small group markets.  The Affordable Care Act also specifically extends MHPAEA to the 
individual market.  Because the Affordable Care Act requires any issuer that must meet 
the coverage standard set in section 1302(a) to cover each of the 10 categories, all such 
plans must include coverage for mental health and substance use disorder services, 
including behavioral health treatment.  Consistent with Congressional intent, we intend to 
propose that parity applies in the context of EHB.  


Benefit Design Flexibility 


To meet the EHB coverage standard, HHS intends to require that a health plan offer 
benefits that are “substantially equal” to the benefits of the benchmark plan selected by 
the State and  modified as necessary to reflect the 10 coverage categories. This is the 
same equivalency standard that applies to plans under CHIP.32  Similar to CHIP, we 
intend to propose that a health insurance issuer have some flexibility to adjust benefits, 
including both the specific services covered and any quantitative limits provided they 
continue to offer coverage for all 10 statutory EHB categories.  Any flexibility provided 
would be subject to a baseline set of relevant benefits, reflected in the benchmark plan as 
modified.  Permitting flexibility would provide greater choice to consumers, promoting 
plan innovation through coverage and design options, while ensuring that plans providing 
EHB offer a certain level of benefits.  We are considering permitting substitutions that 
may occur only within each of the 10 categories specified by the Affordable Care Act.  
However, we are also considering whether to allow substitution across the benefit 
categories.  If such flexibility is permitted, we seek input on whether substitution across 
categories should be subject to a higher level of scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential 
for eliminating important services or benefits in particular categories.  In addition, we 
intend to require that the substitution be actuarially equivalent, using the same measures 
defined in CHIP.33 


To ensure competition within pharmacy benefits, we intend to propose a standard that 
reflects the flexibility permitted in Medicare Part D in which plans must cover the 


                                                 
32 42 CFR 457.420. 
33 42 CFR 457.431 
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categories and classes set forth in the benchmark, but may choose the specific drugs that 
are covered within categories and classes.34  If a benchmark plan offers a drug in a certain 
category or class, all plans must offer at least one drug in that same category or class, 
even though the specific drugs on the formulary may vary. 


The Affordable Care Act also directs the Secretary to consider balance in defining 
benefits and to ensure that health insurance issuers do not discriminate against enrollees 
or applicants with health conditions.  Providing guidelines for substitution will ensure 
that health insurance issuers meet these standards.   


Updating Essential Health Benefits 


Section 1302(b)(4)(G) and (H) direct the Secretary to periodically review and update 
EHB.  As required by the Affordable Care Act, we will assess whether enrollees have 
difficulties with access for reasons of coverage or cost, changes in medical evidence or 
scientific advancement, market changes not reflected in the benchmarks and the 
affordability of coverage as it relates to EHB. We invite comment on approaches to 
gathering information and making this assessment.  Under the benchmark framework, we 
note that the provision of a “substantially equal” standard would allow health insurance 
issuers to update their benefits on an annual basis and they would be expected on an 
ongoing basis to reflect improvements in the quality and practice of medicine.  We also 
intend to propose a process to evaluate the benchmark approach.  


                                                 
34 Drug category and class lists would be provided by the U.S. Pharmacopoeia, AHMS, or through a similar 
standard. Note: we do not intend to adopt the protected class of drug policy in Part D. 





		ESSENTIAL HEALTH BENEFITS BULLETIN

		Purpose



		Defining Essential Health Benefits

		A. Introduction and Background

		Statutory Provisions

		Public and Other Input



		B. Summary of Research on Employer Sponsored Plan Benefits and State Benefit Mandates

		Similarities and Differences in Benefit Coverage Across Markets

		Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services

		Pediatric Oral and Vision Care

		Habilitative Services

		Comparison to Other Employer Plan Surveys

		State Benefit Mandates



		C. Intended Regulatory Approach

		Four Benchmark Plan Types

		Defraying the Cost of Additional Benefits

		Benchmark Plan Approach and the 10 Benefit Categories

		Habilitation

		Pediatric Oral and Vision

		Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Services and Parity

		Benefit Design Flexibility

		Updating Essential Health Benefits









From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; "nico.gomez@okhca.org"
Subject: Fw: Washington Control of "State" Exchanges
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 11:53:48 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
Washington Control of Exchanges.doc

FYI
 
From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: FW: Washington Control of "State" Exchanges 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
FYI….
 
I thought this document would be useful to folks in the wake of the Supreme Court ruling.  The
document is a representative list of 20 specific authorities given to HHS over “state” exchanges
under ObamaCare.  A few points worth considering:

·         The document is by no means exhaustive, but it clearly demonstrates how the law severely
limits and eliminates in many instances state flexibility over the design and operation of
an exchange. 

·         These requirement apply REGARDLESS of whether a state chooses to run an exchange or
allows HHS to run a federal exchange in the state (or some hybrid in between). 

·         The authority provided to HHS under Sections 1311(c) and 1311(k) of ObamaCare is
extremely broad.  Consequently, our staff has concluded that there is no real substantive
limitation on the Secretary’s statutory authority to micro-manage a “state” exchange. 

·         It is also important to note that HHS’ authority extends to any point in the exchange
process – meaning the Department can change the rules of the road for a state exchange
at nearly any point.  Indications of regulatory flexibility from HHS today by no means
indicates flexibility tomorrow if a state moves forward with an exchange.

 
Paul Edattel
Professional Staff
House Energy and Commerce Committee
2322B Rayburn HOB
202-225-2927
paul.edattel@mail.house.gov
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Examples of how Washington, D.C. will control “state” exchanges under ObamaCare

The Department of Health and Human Services will…


· choose the essential benefits that must be paid for by individuals and families (Section 1302)

· control whether Health Savings Accounts and other consumer-driven plans can be offered (Section 1302(d)(2))

· select the doctors and other health care professionals that are allowed to provide care in Exchange plans (Section 1311(h))

· decide if your plan’s provider network is “adequate”(regardless of whether it covers your doctor) (Section 1311(c)(1)(B))

· decide whether a plans provides linguistically appropriate and culturally sensitive information (Section 1311(i))

· impose price controls on health coverage (Section 1003)

· pick who gets a waiver from annual limit requirements (Section 1001)

· establish cost-sharing requirements regardless of their effect on premiums (Section 1302(c))

· enforce marketing requirements (Section 1311(c)(1)(A))

· determine whether a plan is properly accredited (Section 1311(c)(1)(D))

· compel plans to follow a federal quality improvement strategy (Section 1311(c)(1)(E))

· decide when individuals can enroll in an Exchange plan (Section 1311(c)(1)(I)(6))

· write rules related to the offering stand-alone dental plans in the Exchange (1311(d)(2))

· force state government to pay for existing benefit requirements (1311(d)(3))

· impose certification and decertification plan requirements written by HHS ((1311(d)(4))

· judge the adequacy of an Exchange’s internet website ((1311(d)(4))

· impose a rating system consistent with federal rules (1311(d)(3))

· create notification requirements for states to inform employers of employee enrollment in an Exchange (1311(d)(3))

· restrict plans from offering coverage in an Exchange if they fail to meet federal certification requirements or other rules promulgated by HHS (1311(e))

· determine whether an exchange established rules that conflict with or prevent the application of regulations promulgated by the Secretary (1311(k))
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From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: FW: Washington Control of "State" Exchanges 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
FYI….
 
I thought this document would be useful to folks in the wake of the Supreme Court ruling.  The
document is a representative list of 20 specific authorities given to HHS over “state” exchanges
under ObamaCare.  A few points worth considering:

·         The document is by no means exhaustive, but it clearly demonstrates how the law severely
limits and eliminates in many instances state flexibility over the design and operation of
an exchange. 

·         These requirement apply REGARDLESS of whether a state chooses to run an exchange or
allows HHS to run a federal exchange in the state (or some hybrid in between). 

·         The authority provided to HHS under Sections 1311(c) and 1311(k) of ObamaCare is
extremely broad.  Consequently, our staff has concluded that there is no real substantive
limitation on the Secretary’s statutory authority to micro-manage a “state” exchange. 

·         It is also important to note that HHS’ authority extends to any point in the exchange
process – meaning the Department can change the rules of the road for a state exchange
at nearly any point.  Indications of regulatory flexibility from HHS today by no means
indicates flexibility tomorrow if a state moves forward with an exchange.

 
Paul Edattel
Professional Staff
House Energy and Commerce Committee
2322B Rayburn HOB
202-225-2927
paul.edattel@mail.house.gov
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Examples of how Washington, D.C. will control “state” exchanges under ObamaCare

The Department of Health and Human Services will…


· choose the essential benefits that must be paid for by individuals and families (Section 1302)

· control whether Health Savings Accounts and other consumer-driven plans can be offered (Section 1302(d)(2))

· select the doctors and other health care professionals that are allowed to provide care in Exchange plans (Section 1311(h))

· decide if your plan’s provider network is “adequate”(regardless of whether it covers your doctor) (Section 1311(c)(1)(B))

· decide whether a plans provides linguistically appropriate and culturally sensitive information (Section 1311(i))

· impose price controls on health coverage (Section 1003)

· pick who gets a waiver from annual limit requirements (Section 1001)

· establish cost-sharing requirements regardless of their effect on premiums (Section 1302(c))

· enforce marketing requirements (Section 1311(c)(1)(A))

· determine whether a plan is properly accredited (Section 1311(c)(1)(D))

· compel plans to follow a federal quality improvement strategy (Section 1311(c)(1)(E))

· decide when individuals can enroll in an Exchange plan (Section 1311(c)(1)(I)(6))

· write rules related to the offering stand-alone dental plans in the Exchange (1311(d)(2))

· force state government to pay for existing benefit requirements (1311(d)(3))

· impose certification and decertification plan requirements written by HHS ((1311(d)(4))

· judge the adequacy of an Exchange’s internet website ((1311(d)(4))

· impose a rating system consistent with federal rules (1311(d)(3))

· create notification requirements for states to inform employers of employee enrollment in an Exchange (1311(d)(3))

· restrict plans from offering coverage in an Exchange if they fail to meet federal certification requirements or other rules promulgated by HHS (1311(e))

· determine whether an exchange established rules that conflict with or prevent the application of regulations promulgated by the Secretary (1311(k))
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From: Marie Sanderson [mailto:msanderson@rgppc.org] 
Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2012 11:55 AM
To: Marie Sanderson <msanderson@rgppc.org> 
Cc: Lindsay Russell <lrussell@rgppc.org> 
Subject: FW: Washington Control of "State" Exchanges 
 
Healthcare Advisors and Action Officers:
 
FYI….
 
I thought this document would be useful to folks in the wake of the Supreme Court ruling.  The
document is a representative list of 20 specific authorities given to HHS over “state” exchanges
under ObamaCare.  A few points worth considering:

·         The document is by no means exhaustive, but it clearly demonstrates how the law severely
limits and eliminates in many instances state flexibility over the design and operation of
an exchange. 

·         These requirement apply REGARDLESS of whether a state chooses to run an exchange or
allows HHS to run a federal exchange in the state (or some hybrid in between). 

·         The authority provided to HHS under Sections 1311(c) and 1311(k) of ObamaCare is
extremely broad.  Consequently, our staff has concluded that there is no real substantive
limitation on the Secretary’s statutory authority to micro-manage a “state” exchange. 

·         It is also important to note that HHS’ authority extends to any point in the exchange
process – meaning the Department can change the rules of the road for a state exchange
at nearly any point.  Indications of regulatory flexibility from HHS today by no means
indicates flexibility tomorrow if a state moves forward with an exchange.

 
Paul Edattel
Professional Staff
House Energy and Commerce Committee
2322B Rayburn HOB
202-225-2927
paul.edattel@mail.house.gov
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Examples of how Washington, D.C. will control “state” exchanges under ObamaCare

The Department of Health and Human Services will…


· choose the essential benefits that must be paid for by individuals and families (Section 1302)

· control whether Health Savings Accounts and other consumer-driven plans can be offered (Section 1302(d)(2))

· select the doctors and other health care professionals that are allowed to provide care in Exchange plans (Section 1311(h))

· decide if your plan’s provider network is “adequate”(regardless of whether it covers your doctor) (Section 1311(c)(1)(B))

· decide whether a plans provides linguistically appropriate and culturally sensitive information (Section 1311(i))

· impose price controls on health coverage (Section 1003)

· pick who gets a waiver from annual limit requirements (Section 1001)

· establish cost-sharing requirements regardless of their effect on premiums (Section 1302(c))

· enforce marketing requirements (Section 1311(c)(1)(A))

· determine whether a plan is properly accredited (Section 1311(c)(1)(D))

· compel plans to follow a federal quality improvement strategy (Section 1311(c)(1)(E))

· decide when individuals can enroll in an Exchange plan (Section 1311(c)(1)(I)(6))

· write rules related to the offering stand-alone dental plans in the Exchange (1311(d)(2))

· force state government to pay for existing benefit requirements (1311(d)(3))

· impose certification and decertification plan requirements written by HHS ((1311(d)(4))

· judge the adequacy of an Exchange’s internet website ((1311(d)(4))

· impose a rating system consistent with federal rules (1311(d)(3))

· create notification requirements for states to inform employers of employee enrollment in an Exchange (1311(d)(3))

· restrict plans from offering coverage in an Exchange if they fail to meet federal certification requirements or other rules promulgated by HHS (1311(e))

· determine whether an exchange established rules that conflict with or prevent the application of regulations promulgated by the Secretary (1311(k))



From: Katie Altshuler
To: "atkins@oksenate.gov"; "thompsont@oksenate.gov"; "Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov";

"John.Estus@okhouse.gov"; Cox-Kain, Julie; "glen@bpstrategies.net"; "stanislawski@lsb.state.ok.us";
"Sharon@cmastrategies.com"; "mrobison@okstatechamber.com"; "tammie@fkgconsulting.com";
"otieann@fkgconsulting.com"; "davis@okoha.com"; "lwhite@okoha.com"

Subject: FYI
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 12:50:55 PM

The US House of Representatives plans to schedule a vote on full repeal of Obamacare to take place on
July 11th.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "atkins@oksenate.gov"; "thompsont@oksenate.gov"; "Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov";

"John.Estus@okhouse.gov"; Cox-Kain, Julie; "glen@bpstrategies.net"; "stanislawski@lsb.state.ok.us";
"Sharon@cmastrategies.com"; "mrobison@okstatechamber.com"; "tammie@fkgconsulting.com";
"otieann@fkgconsulting.com"; "davis@okoha.com"; "lwhite@okoha.com"

Subject: FYI
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 12:50:55 PM

The US House of Representatives plans to schedule a vote on full repeal of Obamacare to take place on
July 11th.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "atkins@oksenate.gov"; "thompsont@oksenate.gov"; "Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov";

"John.Estus@okhouse.gov"; Cox-Kain, Julie; "glen@bpstrategies.net"; "stanislawski@lsb.state.ok.us";
"Sharon@cmastrategies.com"; "mrobison@okstatechamber.com"; "tammie@fkgconsulting.com";
"otieann@fkgconsulting.com"; "davis@okoha.com"; "lwhite@okoha.com"

Subject: FYI
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 12:50:55 PM

The US House of Representatives plans to schedule a vote on full repeal of Obamacare to take place on
July 11th.
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: "atkins@oksenate.gov"; "thompsont@oksenate.gov"; "Jonathan.buxton@okhouse.gov";

"John.Estus@okhouse.gov"; Cox-Kain, Julie; "glen@bpstrategies.net"; "stanislawski@lsb.state.ok.us";
"Sharon@cmastrategies.com"; "mrobison@okstatechamber.com"; "tammie@fkgconsulting.com";
"otieann@fkgconsulting.com"; "davis@okoha.com"; "lwhite@okoha.com"

Subject: FYI
Date: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 12:50:55 PM

The US House of Representatives plans to schedule a vote on full repeal of Obamacare to take place on
July 11th.
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: GOV PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA - October 2final .docx
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 5:18:11 PM
Attachments: GOV PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA - October 2final .docx

Please find the attached health policy  proposal.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide this for
your consideration and call me if you have questions.   
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PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma State Department of Health

October 2012



Oklahoma continues to rank 48th in the nation in health outcomes.  Unfortunately, our poor health status and bad health behaviors lead to increased health care cost, excessive disease and disability and premature death.   While these issues must be addressed over the long term, recent attention from Governor Mary Fallin has yielded success on multiple fronts and will lay the foundation for sustainable health outcome improvement in Oklahoma.    



SUCCESSES

1. Executive ban of tobacco use on all state property	

RESULTS:  

· Executive order banning tobacco use on all state owned property went into effect on 8/6/2012

· An estimated 1,200 tobacco users will quit as a result of the ban (evaluation results pending)

· A recent Oklahoma public opinion survey indicates that nearly 2/3 of all respondents support the Governor’s ban including support from 79% of those who have never smoked

2. Support and Promote Certified Healthy Community, Business & School programs

RESULTS:

· Business – More than 1,100 businesses have been certified since inception

· Schools - 155 schools were certified in the first year

· Communities – 43 communities were certified in the first year resulting in 13 new ordinances that improve the health of the community, including the following:

· establishing zoning for farmers markets 

· restricting alcohol sales near schools

· eliminating tobacco use on all city owned property indoors and out

· instituting safe routes to schools or walking school bus

· Evaluation results of the Certified Healthy Community program indicate that 100% of the communities responding  (N=42) believe this program will impact the wellbeing of the community and 81% believe it will improve their ability to attract new business 

3. Support shared-use agreements to encourage community use for physical activity 

RESULTS:

· Enactment of legislation to limit school liability when allowing shared use

· Promotional video and tool kit produced by Fit Kids and the American Heart Assoc.

· Shared use is included in Certified Healthy School program and implementation of that program will be evaluated in the coming year



POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTIONS

Health Policy 

· Restore local rights to communities so they may enact smokefree policies stronger than the state law to create a healthier environment for their citizens, improve local health outcomes and develop a competitive edge to attract new business.






Reduce the Burden of Increasing Healthcare Costs on Oklahomans

Oklahoma has a history of innovative and progressive programs aimed at increasing insurance coverage and improving the health of our population.  Insure Oklahoma, established in legislation in 2004, has been popular among small businesses and individuals in Oklahoma as a premium assistance insurance marketplace.  In addition, the technology that has been developed to support on-line enrollment and eligibility in Sooner Care is one of the most advanced in the country.  In spite of these innovative programs, nearly 22% of Oklahoman’s are uninsured.  Uninsured individuals have poor utilization of preventive care and worse health outcomes than those who are insured.  



The State of Oklahoma should continue to focus efforts on improving health by reforming Medicaid, redesigning the public health system to target the leading cost drivers of healthcare and utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to create a state-based health exchange and provide insurance coverage.  Reforms should focus attention on 1) changing payment incentives to healthcare providers to reinforce preventive health services  2) incentivizing individuals to obtain preventive services and businesses that create policies that make them available 3) creating a state based health insurance exchange in an efficient manner and 4) utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to fill coverage gaps.  The following are options that should be explored:   

· Utilize Insure Oklahoma to develop a state-based insurance marketplace   

· Create efficiencies by designating the on-line enrollment and eligibility determination system created by the OHCA as a shared information technology service for health and human service agencies.  Create a shared governance structure for participating agencies to govern the development of the IT infrastructure and allow OMES to provide project and contract management.

· Develop components of on-line enrollment to function as a state based insurance marketplace     

· Review existing boards as a mechanism for governing an Insurance Marketplace (e.g. OSEEGIB)

· Explore the refinement of Insure Oklahoma under an 1115 waiver and retain cost sharing policies

· Adjust the qualifying percentage of FPL to reduce coverage gaps 

· Evaluate the redirection of state dollars dedicated to uncompensated care to match federal funding on 1115 waiver and build a state insurance marketplace

· Develop incentive programs for individuals obtaining recommended clinical preventive services 

· Develop a Coordinated Care Organization (CCO) structure or enhance the existing Health Access Network (HAN) program.  CCOs have the following characteristics: 

· Accountable for the provision of integrated and coordinated healthcare (including behavioral healthcare)

· Locally governed, partnered with local providers, communities, and stakeholders

· Providers share one budget (set and grows at a fixed rate)

· Implement population-based health strategies to improve health outcomes

· Encourage the development of information sharing to improve continuity of care within the community of practice

· Redesign public health to better integrate with the private healthcare community and focus efforts on reducing cost drivers by targeting chronic disease and avoidable hospital admissions.  Hospital charges for heart disease, stroke and diabetes in Oklahoma totaled nearly $2.7 billion in calendar year 2010.  Increasing coverage of more adults will necessitate programs and policies that reduce these costs.  A 50% reduction in hospitalizations due to hypertension, diabetes and heart conditions that are amenable to care outside the hospital setting would save Oklahoma almost $60 million annually.  Community level interventions, that integrate with the CCO structure, should include the following:

· Focusing on lifestyle changes & chronic disease self management

· Robust preventive screenings, treatment and referral

· Care coordination and high-risk case management

· Use of low cost interventions to ensure compliance with physician prescribed treatment  

· Begin developing transparency in healthcare by creating a public use database that includes all claims paid from Medicaid and state employee health benefit plans as a precursor to an all payer claims database.     



Governor’s Worksite Wellness Initiatives

· Private Sector: Continue to focus on the economic and productivity benefits of a healthy workforce by challenging Oklahoma businesses to adopt healthy policies and becoming Certified Healthy Businesses.  Reinforce healthy business practices by continuing the Governor’s worksite wellness initiatives.     

· Public Sector: Challenge 100% of state agencies to become Certified Healthy Businesses in 2013 and assist them by implementing the following policy measures:

· Ensure all state buildings are breast-feeding friendly worksites.  Studies indicate that breast feeding reduces the risk of obesity, ear infection, gastrointestinal illness, asthma and diabetes for infants and may help mothers lose weight after pregnancy.  Minimum requirements to become a breast-feeding friendly worksite include the following:

· Flexible break times for expression of milk

· A comfortable location allowing privacy for pumping

· Access to a nearby clean water source, and a sink for washing hands and materials

· A written policy supporting breastfeeding with a description of how staff are informed of the policy

· Support or develop human resource policies that allow flexible schedules for state employees to participate in physical activity (if work conditions permit) 

· Ensure state employees have the option of a quality insurance plan and provide incentives to employees receiving all recommended preventive services annually.

· Require that all government vending options provide healthy and nutritious food options.  

Governor’s Fitness Challenge

· Continue to support Certified Health Schools and the adoption of healthy school policies by local school districts.  Reinforce this support by participating in the following program:  

· Implement a statewide Governor’s school fitness challenge in collaboration with the WNBA Tulsa Shock (NBA OKC Thunder participation is pending).  Fitness challenge will include the following:

· On-line/electronic  fitness curriculum 

· Local technical assistance and support provided by the Oklahoma State Dept of Health

· On-site assembly events led by the Tulsa Shock staff, players and mascot Volt the Shock Fox

·  An annual statewide event for students demonstrating fitness improvement   

· First event proposed Spring 2013

· Use the Governor’s Physical Fitness Council, in collaboration with the OSDH and OSDE, to set realistic goals to improve school health.  This should include the percentage achieving certified healthy school status.   



Institute a Health-in-All-Policies approach in Oklahoma State Government

Support a Health-in-All-Policies approach to implementing government policy.  This approach requires the assessment of health impacts prior to the implementation of non-health policy and promotes inter-agency collaboration and planning, encourages innovation, creates efficiencies and promotes health in all sectors of government.  Examples of health in all policy approaches to government programs:

· Forming a food policy council among agencies working on food programs to ensure access to healthful foods

· Studying health impacts of transportation projects and focusing efforts on pedestrian and bicycle  traffic to encourage physical activity

· Reviewing procurement policies to promote employee and client access to healthy food (e.g., healthy food availability, reduced sodium, etc.) 

· Developing and assessing the impact of health promoting policies in governmental subsidy programs (Welfare to Work, SNAP program and multi-unit housing)  

· Promoting health and educating the citizenry on healthy living in multiple settings (e.g., state parks)

  

Focus on Returning Military Personnel

· Ensure that military families who have sacrificed for our country are adequately supported post-deployment by funding mental health and substance abuse treatment and support.   According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, returning military personnel and their families have increased stress both from deployment and from transitions that occur post-deployment.  These families need adequate and supportive treatment in order to transition into civilian life.  ODMHSAS is developing a proposal to address this important health issue.       

· Ensure that veterans with qualifying military experience are given credit toward trade licenses when they return home.  Supporting our returning military personnel as they return home with good job opportunities and valuable work is critical to helping them transition back into civilian life. 



Support Implementation of a Statewide Comprehensive Plan to Reduce Prescription Drug Misuse/Abuse

A comprehensive state plan is under development to address the issue of prescription drug abuse/misuse in Oklahoma.  In 2009, Oklahoma was the state with the highest percentage of the population using painkillers for nonmedical reasons.  Further, there are more than 700 deaths each year and 100 babies born addicted in Oklahoma.  Most of these births, and the resulting treatment costs, are paid by Medicaid.  Recommendations and promising practices to reduce prescription drug misuse include the following:

· Make prescription drug monitoring programs available to public health for analysis and targeted intervention

· Develop and implement state prescribing guidelines

· Patient review and restriction programs

· Insurer and pharmacy benefit manager mechanisms 

· Policies on diversion, abuse and overdose 

· Naloxone programs

· Improve access to substance abuse treatment



Budget Request



Children’s Health Budget Request 							$700,000

The Oklahoma State Department of Health, Oklahoma City-County Health Department, and Tulsa City-County Health Department request funding to enhance and fully fund the current statewide infant mortality initiative.  Funding will be used to implement strategic targeted interventions in partnership with key state and local agencies, organizations, and hospitals to improve outcomes for Oklahoma mothers and infants.  Activities will focus on establishing Baby Friendly Hospitals to promote breast feeding, reducing abusive head trauma, reducing smoking during pregnancy, improving infant sleep practices to reduce sleep related infant deaths, and providing outreach and targeted case management services to high-risk individuals.    



Public Health Laboratory								$44,000,000

The department is requesting $44 million to fund new construction to alleviate and upgrade the over-crowded and outdated public health laboratory facilities.  The State Public Health Laboratory (PHL) conducts nearly 600,000 tests for clinicians and other laboratories and is critical to infectious disease surveillance.  As a Biosafety Level 3 laboratory it is capable of accepting and testing infectious agents that can cause serious or potentially lethal disease.  State and local public health laboratories are often the first to identify novel strains of virus or confirm for clinicians serious organisms that are plaguing their individual patients and threatening communities.  Laboratory sciences are continually evolving and absolutely critical to prevent the spread of infectious disease and the early identification of life threatening conditions.  Modernizing and upgrading the State PHL is necessary to ensure safety and improve efficiency of this critical health infrastructure.   
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Oklahoma continues to rank 48th in the nation in health outcomes.  Unfortunately, our poor health status and bad health behaviors lead to increased health care cost, excessive disease and disability and premature death.   While these issues must be addressed over the long term, recent attention from Governor Mary Fallin has yielded success on multiple fronts and will lay the foundation for sustainable health outcome improvement in Oklahoma.    



SUCCESSES

1. Executive ban of tobacco use on all state property	

RESULTS:  

· Executive order banning tobacco use on all state owned property went into effect on 8/6/2012

· An estimated 1,200 tobacco users will quit as a result of the ban (evaluation results pending)

· A recent Oklahoma public opinion survey indicates that nearly 2/3 of all respondents support the Governor’s ban including support from 79% of those who have never smoked

2. Support and Promote Certified Healthy Community, Business & School programs

RESULTS:

· Business – More than 1,100 businesses have been certified since inception

· Schools - 155 schools were certified in the first year

· Communities – 43 communities were certified in the first year resulting in 13 new ordinances that improve the health of the community, including the following:

· establishing zoning for farmers markets 

· restricting alcohol sales near schools

· eliminating tobacco use on all city owned property indoors and out

· instituting safe routes to schools or walking school bus

· Evaluation results of the Certified Healthy Community program indicate that 100% of the communities responding  (N=42) believe this program will impact the wellbeing of the community and 81% believe it will improve their ability to attract new business 

3. Support shared-use agreements to encourage community use for physical activity 

RESULTS:

· Enactment of legislation to limit school liability when allowing shared use

· Promotional video and tool kit produced by Fit Kids and the American Heart Assoc.

· Shared use is included in Certified Healthy School program and implementation of that program will be evaluated in the coming year



POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTIONS

Health Policy 

· Restore local rights to communities so they may enact smokefree policies stronger than the state law to create a healthier environment for their citizens, improve local health outcomes and develop a competitive edge to attract new business.






Reduce the Burden of Increasing Healthcare Costs on Oklahomans

Oklahoma has a history of innovative and progressive programs aimed at increasing insurance coverage and improving the health of our population.  Insure Oklahoma, established in legislation in 2004, has been popular among small businesses and individuals in Oklahoma as a premium assistance insurance marketplace.  In addition, the technology that has been developed to support on-line enrollment and eligibility in Sooner Care is one of the most advanced in the country.  In spite of these innovative programs, nearly 22% of Oklahoman’s are uninsured.  Uninsured individuals have poor utilization of preventive care and worse health outcomes than those who are insured.  



The State of Oklahoma should continue to focus efforts on improving health by reforming Medicaid, redesigning the public health system to target the leading cost drivers of healthcare and utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to create a state-based health exchange and provide insurance coverage.  Reforms should focus attention on 1) changing payment incentives to healthcare providers to reinforce preventive health services  2) incentivizing individuals to obtain preventive services and businesses that create policies that make them available 3) creating a state based health insurance exchange in an efficient manner and 4) utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to fill coverage gaps.  The following are options that should be explored:   

· Utilize Insure Oklahoma to develop a state-based insurance marketplace   

· Create efficiencies by designating the on-line enrollment and eligibility determination system created by the OHCA as a shared information technology service for health and human service agencies.  Create a shared governance structure for participating agencies to govern the development of the IT infrastructure and allow OMES to provide project and contract management.

· Develop components of on-line enrollment to function as a state based insurance marketplace     

· Review existing boards as a mechanism for governing an Insurance Marketplace (e.g. OSEEGIB)

· Explore the refinement of Insure Oklahoma under an 1115 waiver and retain cost sharing policies

· Adjust the qualifying percentage of FPL to reduce coverage gaps 

· Evaluate the redirection of state dollars dedicated to uncompensated care to match federal funding on 1115 waiver and build a state insurance marketplace

· Develop incentive programs for individuals obtaining recommended clinical preventive services 

· Develop a Coordinated Care Organization (CCO) structure or enhance the existing Health Access Network (HAN) program.  CCOs have the following characteristics: 

· Accountable for the provision of integrated and coordinated healthcare (including behavioral healthcare)

· Locally governed, partnered with local providers, communities, and stakeholders

· Providers share one budget (set and grows at a fixed rate)

· Implement population-based health strategies to improve health outcomes

· Encourage the development of information sharing to improve continuity of care within the community of practice

· Redesign public health to better integrate with the private healthcare community and focus efforts on reducing cost drivers by targeting chronic disease and avoidable hospital admissions.  Hospital charges for heart disease, stroke and diabetes in Oklahoma totaled nearly $2.7 billion in calendar year 2010.  Increasing coverage of more adults will necessitate programs and policies that reduce these costs.  A 50% reduction in hospitalizations due to hypertension, diabetes and heart conditions that are amenable to care outside the hospital setting would save Oklahoma almost $60 million annually.  Community level interventions, that integrate with the CCO structure, should include the following:

· Focusing on lifestyle changes & chronic disease self management

· Robust preventive screenings, treatment and referral

· Care coordination and high-risk case management

· Use of low cost interventions to ensure compliance with physician prescribed treatment  

· Begin developing transparency in healthcare by creating a public use database that includes all claims paid from Medicaid and state employee health benefit plans as a precursor to an all payer claims database.     



Governor’s Worksite Wellness Initiatives

· Private Sector: Continue to focus on the economic and productivity benefits of a healthy workforce by challenging Oklahoma businesses to adopt healthy policies and becoming Certified Healthy Businesses.  Reinforce healthy business practices by continuing the Governor’s worksite wellness initiatives.     

· Public Sector: Challenge 100% of state agencies to become Certified Healthy Businesses in 2013 and assist them by implementing the following policy measures:

· Ensure all state buildings are breast-feeding friendly worksites.  Studies indicate that breast feeding reduces the risk of obesity, ear infection, gastrointestinal illness, asthma and diabetes for infants and may help mothers lose weight after pregnancy.  Minimum requirements to become a breast-feeding friendly worksite include the following:

· Flexible break times for expression of milk

· A comfortable location allowing privacy for pumping

· Access to a nearby clean water source, and a sink for washing hands and materials

· A written policy supporting breastfeeding with a description of how staff are informed of the policy

· Support or develop human resource policies that allow flexible schedules for state employees to participate in physical activity (if work conditions permit) 

· Ensure state employees have the option of a quality insurance plan and provide incentives to employees receiving all recommended preventive services annually.

· Require that all government vending options provide healthy and nutritious food options.  

Governor’s Fitness Challenge

· Continue to support Certified Health Schools and the adoption of healthy school policies by local school districts.  Reinforce this support by participating in the following program:  

· Implement a statewide Governor’s school fitness challenge in collaboration with the WNBA Tulsa Shock (NBA OKC Thunder participation is pending).  Fitness challenge will include the following:

· On-line/electronic  fitness curriculum 

· Local technical assistance and support provided by the Oklahoma State Dept of Health

· On-site assembly events led by the Tulsa Shock staff, players and mascot Volt the Shock Fox

·  An annual statewide event for students demonstrating fitness improvement   

· First event proposed Spring 2013

· Use the Governor’s Physical Fitness Council, in collaboration with the OSDH and OSDE, to set realistic goals to improve school health.  This should include the percentage achieving certified healthy school status.   



Institute a Health-in-All-Policies approach in Oklahoma State Government

Support a Health-in-All-Policies approach to implementing government policy.  This approach requires the assessment of health impacts prior to the implementation of non-health policy and promotes inter-agency collaboration and planning, encourages innovation, creates efficiencies and promotes health in all sectors of government.  Examples of health in all policy approaches to government programs:

· Forming a food policy council among agencies working on food programs to ensure access to healthful foods

· Studying health impacts of transportation projects and focusing efforts on pedestrian and bicycle  traffic to encourage physical activity

· Reviewing procurement policies to promote employee and client access to healthy food (e.g., healthy food availability, reduced sodium, etc.) 

· Developing and assessing the impact of health promoting policies in governmental subsidy programs (Welfare to Work, SNAP program and multi-unit housing)  

· Promoting health and educating the citizenry on healthy living in multiple settings (e.g., state parks)

  

Focus on Returning Military Personnel

· Ensure that military families who have sacrificed for our country are adequately supported post-deployment by funding mental health and substance abuse treatment and support.   According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, returning military personnel and their families have increased stress both from deployment and from transitions that occur post-deployment.  These families need adequate and supportive treatment in order to transition into civilian life.  ODMHSAS is developing a proposal to address this important health issue.       

· Ensure that veterans with qualifying military experience are given credit toward trade licenses when they return home.  Supporting our returning military personnel as they return home with good job opportunities and valuable work is critical to helping them transition back into civilian life. 



Support Implementation of a Statewide Comprehensive Plan to Reduce Prescription Drug Misuse/Abuse

A comprehensive state plan is under development to address the issue of prescription drug abuse/misuse in Oklahoma.  In 2009, Oklahoma was the state with the highest percentage of the population using painkillers for nonmedical reasons.  Further, there are more than 700 deaths each year and 100 babies born addicted in Oklahoma.  Most of these births, and the resulting treatment costs, are paid by Medicaid.  Recommendations and promising practices to reduce prescription drug misuse include the following:

· Make prescription drug monitoring programs available to public health for analysis and targeted intervention

· Develop and implement state prescribing guidelines

· Patient review and restriction programs

· Insurer and pharmacy benefit manager mechanisms 

· Policies on diversion, abuse and overdose 

· Naloxone programs

· Improve access to substance abuse treatment



Budget Request



Children’s Health Budget Request 							$700,000

The Oklahoma State Department of Health, Oklahoma City-County Health Department, and Tulsa City-County Health Department request funding to enhance and fully fund the current statewide infant mortality initiative.  Funding will be used to implement strategic targeted interventions in partnership with key state and local agencies, organizations, and hospitals to improve outcomes for Oklahoma mothers and infants.  Activities will focus on establishing Baby Friendly Hospitals to promote breast feeding, reducing abusive head trauma, reducing smoking during pregnancy, improving infant sleep practices to reduce sleep related infant deaths, and providing outreach and targeted case management services to high-risk individuals.    



Public Health Laboratory								$44,000,000

The department is requesting $44 million to fund new construction to alleviate and upgrade the over-crowded and outdated public health laboratory facilities.  The State Public Health Laboratory (PHL) conducts nearly 600,000 tests for clinicians and other laboratories and is critical to infectious disease surveillance.  As a Biosafety Level 3 laboratory it is capable of accepting and testing infectious agents that can cause serious or potentially lethal disease.  State and local public health laboratories are often the first to identify novel strains of virus or confirm for clinicians serious organisms that are plaguing their individual patients and threatening communities.  Laboratory sciences are continually evolving and absolutely critical to prevent the spread of infectious disease and the early identification of life threatening conditions.  Modernizing and upgrading the State PHL is necessary to ensure safety and improve efficiency of this critical health infrastructure.   



5





From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: GOV PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA - October 2final .docx
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 5:18:11 PM
Attachments: GOV PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA - October 2final .docx

Please find the attached health policy  proposal.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide this for
your consideration and call me if you have questions.   

25041

mailto:/o=Oklahoma State Department of Health/ou=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=Juliek
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH/OU=OSDH/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=TERRYC

PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma State Department of Health

October 2012



Oklahoma continues to rank 48th in the nation in health outcomes.  Unfortunately, our poor health status and bad health behaviors lead to increased health care cost, excessive disease and disability and premature death.   While these issues must be addressed over the long term, recent attention from Governor Mary Fallin has yielded success on multiple fronts and will lay the foundation for sustainable health outcome improvement in Oklahoma.    



SUCCESSES

1. Executive ban of tobacco use on all state property	

RESULTS:  

· Executive order banning tobacco use on all state owned property went into effect on 8/6/2012

· An estimated 1,200 tobacco users will quit as a result of the ban (evaluation results pending)

· A recent Oklahoma public opinion survey indicates that nearly 2/3 of all respondents support the Governor’s ban including support from 79% of those who have never smoked

2. Support and Promote Certified Healthy Community, Business & School programs

RESULTS:

· Business – More than 1,100 businesses have been certified since inception

· Schools - 155 schools were certified in the first year

· Communities – 43 communities were certified in the first year resulting in 13 new ordinances that improve the health of the community, including the following:

· establishing zoning for farmers markets 

· restricting alcohol sales near schools

· eliminating tobacco use on all city owned property indoors and out

· instituting safe routes to schools or walking school bus

· Evaluation results of the Certified Healthy Community program indicate that 100% of the communities responding  (N=42) believe this program will impact the wellbeing of the community and 81% believe it will improve their ability to attract new business 

3. Support shared-use agreements to encourage community use for physical activity 

RESULTS:

· Enactment of legislation to limit school liability when allowing shared use

· Promotional video and tool kit produced by Fit Kids and the American Heart Assoc.

· Shared use is included in Certified Healthy School program and implementation of that program will be evaluated in the coming year



POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTIONS

Health Policy 

· Restore local rights to communities so they may enact smokefree policies stronger than the state law to create a healthier environment for their citizens, improve local health outcomes and develop a competitive edge to attract new business.






Reduce the Burden of Increasing Healthcare Costs on Oklahomans

Oklahoma has a history of innovative and progressive programs aimed at increasing insurance coverage and improving the health of our population.  Insure Oklahoma, established in legislation in 2004, has been popular among small businesses and individuals in Oklahoma as a premium assistance insurance marketplace.  In addition, the technology that has been developed to support on-line enrollment and eligibility in Sooner Care is one of the most advanced in the country.  In spite of these innovative programs, nearly 22% of Oklahoman’s are uninsured.  Uninsured individuals have poor utilization of preventive care and worse health outcomes than those who are insured.  



The State of Oklahoma should continue to focus efforts on improving health by reforming Medicaid, redesigning the public health system to target the leading cost drivers of healthcare and utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to create a state-based health exchange and provide insurance coverage.  Reforms should focus attention on 1) changing payment incentives to healthcare providers to reinforce preventive health services  2) incentivizing individuals to obtain preventive services and businesses that create policies that make them available 3) creating a state based health insurance exchange in an efficient manner and 4) utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to fill coverage gaps.  The following are options that should be explored:   

· Utilize Insure Oklahoma to develop a state-based insurance marketplace   

· Create efficiencies by designating the on-line enrollment and eligibility determination system created by the OHCA as a shared information technology service for health and human service agencies.  Create a shared governance structure for participating agencies to govern the development of the IT infrastructure and allow OMES to provide project and contract management.

· Develop components of on-line enrollment to function as a state based insurance marketplace     

· Review existing boards as a mechanism for governing an Insurance Marketplace (e.g. OSEEGIB)

· Explore the refinement of Insure Oklahoma under an 1115 waiver and retain cost sharing policies

· Adjust the qualifying percentage of FPL to reduce coverage gaps 

· Evaluate the redirection of state dollars dedicated to uncompensated care to match federal funding on 1115 waiver and build a state insurance marketplace

· Develop incentive programs for individuals obtaining recommended clinical preventive services 

· Develop a Coordinated Care Organization (CCO) structure or enhance the existing Health Access Network (HAN) program.  CCOs have the following characteristics: 

· Accountable for the provision of integrated and coordinated healthcare (including behavioral healthcare)

· Locally governed, partnered with local providers, communities, and stakeholders

· Providers share one budget (set and grows at a fixed rate)

· Implement population-based health strategies to improve health outcomes

· Encourage the development of information sharing to improve continuity of care within the community of practice

· Redesign public health to better integrate with the private healthcare community and focus efforts on reducing cost drivers by targeting chronic disease and avoidable hospital admissions.  Hospital charges for heart disease, stroke and diabetes in Oklahoma totaled nearly $2.7 billion in calendar year 2010.  Increasing coverage of more adults will necessitate programs and policies that reduce these costs.  A 50% reduction in hospitalizations due to hypertension, diabetes and heart conditions that are amenable to care outside the hospital setting would save Oklahoma almost $60 million annually.  Community level interventions, that integrate with the CCO structure, should include the following:

· Focusing on lifestyle changes & chronic disease self management

· Robust preventive screenings, treatment and referral

· Care coordination and high-risk case management

· Use of low cost interventions to ensure compliance with physician prescribed treatment  

· Begin developing transparency in healthcare by creating a public use database that includes all claims paid from Medicaid and state employee health benefit plans as a precursor to an all payer claims database.     



Governor’s Worksite Wellness Initiatives

· Private Sector: Continue to focus on the economic and productivity benefits of a healthy workforce by challenging Oklahoma businesses to adopt healthy policies and becoming Certified Healthy Businesses.  Reinforce healthy business practices by continuing the Governor’s worksite wellness initiatives.     

· Public Sector: Challenge 100% of state agencies to become Certified Healthy Businesses in 2013 and assist them by implementing the following policy measures:

· Ensure all state buildings are breast-feeding friendly worksites.  Studies indicate that breast feeding reduces the risk of obesity, ear infection, gastrointestinal illness, asthma and diabetes for infants and may help mothers lose weight after pregnancy.  Minimum requirements to become a breast-feeding friendly worksite include the following:

· Flexible break times for expression of milk

· A comfortable location allowing privacy for pumping

· Access to a nearby clean water source, and a sink for washing hands and materials

· A written policy supporting breastfeeding with a description of how staff are informed of the policy

· Support or develop human resource policies that allow flexible schedules for state employees to participate in physical activity (if work conditions permit) 

· Ensure state employees have the option of a quality insurance plan and provide incentives to employees receiving all recommended preventive services annually.

· Require that all government vending options provide healthy and nutritious food options.  

Governor’s Fitness Challenge

· Continue to support Certified Health Schools and the adoption of healthy school policies by local school districts.  Reinforce this support by participating in the following program:  

· Implement a statewide Governor’s school fitness challenge in collaboration with the WNBA Tulsa Shock (NBA OKC Thunder participation is pending).  Fitness challenge will include the following:

· On-line/electronic  fitness curriculum 

· Local technical assistance and support provided by the Oklahoma State Dept of Health

· On-site assembly events led by the Tulsa Shock staff, players and mascot Volt the Shock Fox

·  An annual statewide event for students demonstrating fitness improvement   

· First event proposed Spring 2013

· Use the Governor’s Physical Fitness Council, in collaboration with the OSDH and OSDE, to set realistic goals to improve school health.  This should include the percentage achieving certified healthy school status.   



Institute a Health-in-All-Policies approach in Oklahoma State Government

Support a Health-in-All-Policies approach to implementing government policy.  This approach requires the assessment of health impacts prior to the implementation of non-health policy and promotes inter-agency collaboration and planning, encourages innovation, creates efficiencies and promotes health in all sectors of government.  Examples of health in all policy approaches to government programs:

· Forming a food policy council among agencies working on food programs to ensure access to healthful foods

· Studying health impacts of transportation projects and focusing efforts on pedestrian and bicycle  traffic to encourage physical activity

· Reviewing procurement policies to promote employee and client access to healthy food (e.g., healthy food availability, reduced sodium, etc.) 

· Developing and assessing the impact of health promoting policies in governmental subsidy programs (Welfare to Work, SNAP program and multi-unit housing)  

· Promoting health and educating the citizenry on healthy living in multiple settings (e.g., state parks)

  

Focus on Returning Military Personnel

· Ensure that military families who have sacrificed for our country are adequately supported post-deployment by funding mental health and substance abuse treatment and support.   According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, returning military personnel and their families have increased stress both from deployment and from transitions that occur post-deployment.  These families need adequate and supportive treatment in order to transition into civilian life.  ODMHSAS is developing a proposal to address this important health issue.       

· Ensure that veterans with qualifying military experience are given credit toward trade licenses when they return home.  Supporting our returning military personnel as they return home with good job opportunities and valuable work is critical to helping them transition back into civilian life. 



Support Implementation of a Statewide Comprehensive Plan to Reduce Prescription Drug Misuse/Abuse

A comprehensive state plan is under development to address the issue of prescription drug abuse/misuse in Oklahoma.  In 2009, Oklahoma was the state with the highest percentage of the population using painkillers for nonmedical reasons.  Further, there are more than 700 deaths each year and 100 babies born addicted in Oklahoma.  Most of these births, and the resulting treatment costs, are paid by Medicaid.  Recommendations and promising practices to reduce prescription drug misuse include the following:

· Make prescription drug monitoring programs available to public health for analysis and targeted intervention

· Develop and implement state prescribing guidelines

· Patient review and restriction programs

· Insurer and pharmacy benefit manager mechanisms 

· Policies on diversion, abuse and overdose 

· Naloxone programs

· Improve access to substance abuse treatment



Budget Request



Children’s Health Budget Request 							$700,000

The Oklahoma State Department of Health, Oklahoma City-County Health Department, and Tulsa City-County Health Department request funding to enhance and fully fund the current statewide infant mortality initiative.  Funding will be used to implement strategic targeted interventions in partnership with key state and local agencies, organizations, and hospitals to improve outcomes for Oklahoma mothers and infants.  Activities will focus on establishing Baby Friendly Hospitals to promote breast feeding, reducing abusive head trauma, reducing smoking during pregnancy, improving infant sleep practices to reduce sleep related infant deaths, and providing outreach and targeted case management services to high-risk individuals.    



Public Health Laboratory								$44,000,000

The department is requesting $44 million to fund new construction to alleviate and upgrade the over-crowded and outdated public health laboratory facilities.  The State Public Health Laboratory (PHL) conducts nearly 600,000 tests for clinicians and other laboratories and is critical to infectious disease surveillance.  As a Biosafety Level 3 laboratory it is capable of accepting and testing infectious agents that can cause serious or potentially lethal disease.  State and local public health laboratories are often the first to identify novel strains of virus or confirm for clinicians serious organisms that are plaguing their individual patients and threatening communities.  Laboratory sciences are continually evolving and absolutely critical to prevent the spread of infectious disease and the early identification of life threatening conditions.  Modernizing and upgrading the State PHL is necessary to ensure safety and improve efficiency of this critical health infrastructure.   
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To: "Katie Altshuler"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: GOV PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA - October 2final .docx
Date: Tuesday, October 02, 2012 5:18:11 PM
Attachments: GOV PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA - October 2final .docx

Please find the attached health policy  proposal.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide this for
your consideration and call me if you have questions.   
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PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma State Department of Health

October 2012



Oklahoma continues to rank 48th in the nation in health outcomes.  Unfortunately, our poor health status and bad health behaviors lead to increased health care cost, excessive disease and disability and premature death.   While these issues must be addressed over the long term, recent attention from Governor Mary Fallin has yielded success on multiple fronts and will lay the foundation for sustainable health outcome improvement in Oklahoma.    



SUCCESSES

1. Executive ban of tobacco use on all state property	

RESULTS:  

· Executive order banning tobacco use on all state owned property went into effect on 8/6/2012

· An estimated 1,200 tobacco users will quit as a result of the ban (evaluation results pending)

· A recent Oklahoma public opinion survey indicates that nearly 2/3 of all respondents support the Governor’s ban including support from 79% of those who have never smoked

2. Support and Promote Certified Healthy Community, Business & School programs

RESULTS:

· Business – More than 1,100 businesses have been certified since inception

· Schools - 155 schools were certified in the first year

· Communities – 43 communities were certified in the first year resulting in 13 new ordinances that improve the health of the community, including the following:

· establishing zoning for farmers markets 

· restricting alcohol sales near schools

· eliminating tobacco use on all city owned property indoors and out

· instituting safe routes to schools or walking school bus

· Evaluation results of the Certified Healthy Community program indicate that 100% of the communities responding  (N=42) believe this program will impact the wellbeing of the community and 81% believe it will improve their ability to attract new business 

3. Support shared-use agreements to encourage community use for physical activity 

RESULTS:

· Enactment of legislation to limit school liability when allowing shared use

· Promotional video and tool kit produced by Fit Kids and the American Heart Assoc.

· Shared use is included in Certified Healthy School program and implementation of that program will be evaluated in the coming year



POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTIONS

Health Policy 

· Restore local rights to communities so they may enact smokefree policies stronger than the state law to create a healthier environment for their citizens, improve local health outcomes and develop a competitive edge to attract new business.






Reduce the Burden of Increasing Healthcare Costs on Oklahomans

Oklahoma has a history of innovative and progressive programs aimed at increasing insurance coverage and improving the health of our population.  Insure Oklahoma, established in legislation in 2004, has been popular among small businesses and individuals in Oklahoma as a premium assistance insurance marketplace.  In addition, the technology that has been developed to support on-line enrollment and eligibility in Sooner Care is one of the most advanced in the country.  In spite of these innovative programs, nearly 22% of Oklahoman’s are uninsured.  Uninsured individuals have poor utilization of preventive care and worse health outcomes than those who are insured.  



The State of Oklahoma should continue to focus efforts on improving health by reforming Medicaid, redesigning the public health system to target the leading cost drivers of healthcare and utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to create a state-based health exchange and provide insurance coverage.  Reforms should focus attention on 1) changing payment incentives to healthcare providers to reinforce preventive health services  2) incentivizing individuals to obtain preventive services and businesses that create policies that make them available 3) creating a state based health insurance exchange in an efficient manner and 4) utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to fill coverage gaps.  The following are options that should be explored:   

· Utilize Insure Oklahoma to develop a state-based insurance marketplace   

· Create efficiencies by designating the on-line enrollment and eligibility determination system created by the OHCA as a shared information technology service for health and human service agencies.  Create a shared governance structure for participating agencies to govern the development of the IT infrastructure and allow OMES to provide project and contract management.

· Develop components of on-line enrollment to function as a state based insurance marketplace     

· Review existing boards as a mechanism for governing an Insurance Marketplace (e.g. OSEEGIB)

· Explore the refinement of Insure Oklahoma under an 1115 waiver and retain cost sharing policies

· Adjust the qualifying percentage of FPL to reduce coverage gaps 

· Evaluate the redirection of state dollars dedicated to uncompensated care to match federal funding on 1115 waiver and build a state insurance marketplace

· Develop incentive programs for individuals obtaining recommended clinical preventive services 

· Develop a Coordinated Care Organization (CCO) structure or enhance the existing Health Access Network (HAN) program.  CCOs have the following characteristics: 

· Accountable for the provision of integrated and coordinated healthcare (including behavioral healthcare)

· Locally governed, partnered with local providers, communities, and stakeholders

· Providers share one budget (set and grows at a fixed rate)

· Implement population-based health strategies to improve health outcomes

· Encourage the development of information sharing to improve continuity of care within the community of practice

· Redesign public health to better integrate with the private healthcare community and focus efforts on reducing cost drivers by targeting chronic disease and avoidable hospital admissions.  Hospital charges for heart disease, stroke and diabetes in Oklahoma totaled nearly $2.7 billion in calendar year 2010.  Increasing coverage of more adults will necessitate programs and policies that reduce these costs.  A 50% reduction in hospitalizations due to hypertension, diabetes and heart conditions that are amenable to care outside the hospital setting would save Oklahoma almost $60 million annually.  Community level interventions, that integrate with the CCO structure, should include the following:

· Focusing on lifestyle changes & chronic disease self management

· Robust preventive screenings, treatment and referral

· Care coordination and high-risk case management

· Use of low cost interventions to ensure compliance with physician prescribed treatment  

· Begin developing transparency in healthcare by creating a public use database that includes all claims paid from Medicaid and state employee health benefit plans as a precursor to an all payer claims database.     



Governor’s Worksite Wellness Initiatives

· Private Sector: Continue to focus on the economic and productivity benefits of a healthy workforce by challenging Oklahoma businesses to adopt healthy policies and becoming Certified Healthy Businesses.  Reinforce healthy business practices by continuing the Governor’s worksite wellness initiatives.     

· Public Sector: Challenge 100% of state agencies to become Certified Healthy Businesses in 2013 and assist them by implementing the following policy measures:

· Ensure all state buildings are breast-feeding friendly worksites.  Studies indicate that breast feeding reduces the risk of obesity, ear infection, gastrointestinal illness, asthma and diabetes for infants and may help mothers lose weight after pregnancy.  Minimum requirements to become a breast-feeding friendly worksite include the following:

· Flexible break times for expression of milk

· A comfortable location allowing privacy for pumping

· Access to a nearby clean water source, and a sink for washing hands and materials

· A written policy supporting breastfeeding with a description of how staff are informed of the policy

· Support or develop human resource policies that allow flexible schedules for state employees to participate in physical activity (if work conditions permit) 

· Ensure state employees have the option of a quality insurance plan and provide incentives to employees receiving all recommended preventive services annually.

· Require that all government vending options provide healthy and nutritious food options.  

Governor’s Fitness Challenge

· Continue to support Certified Health Schools and the adoption of healthy school policies by local school districts.  Reinforce this support by participating in the following program:  

· Implement a statewide Governor’s school fitness challenge in collaboration with the WNBA Tulsa Shock (NBA OKC Thunder participation is pending).  Fitness challenge will include the following:

· On-line/electronic  fitness curriculum 

· Local technical assistance and support provided by the Oklahoma State Dept of Health

· On-site assembly events led by the Tulsa Shock staff, players and mascot Volt the Shock Fox

·  An annual statewide event for students demonstrating fitness improvement   

· First event proposed Spring 2013

· Use the Governor’s Physical Fitness Council, in collaboration with the OSDH and OSDE, to set realistic goals to improve school health.  This should include the percentage achieving certified healthy school status.   



Institute a Health-in-All-Policies approach in Oklahoma State Government

Support a Health-in-All-Policies approach to implementing government policy.  This approach requires the assessment of health impacts prior to the implementation of non-health policy and promotes inter-agency collaboration and planning, encourages innovation, creates efficiencies and promotes health in all sectors of government.  Examples of health in all policy approaches to government programs:

· Forming a food policy council among agencies working on food programs to ensure access to healthful foods

· Studying health impacts of transportation projects and focusing efforts on pedestrian and bicycle  traffic to encourage physical activity

· Reviewing procurement policies to promote employee and client access to healthy food (e.g., healthy food availability, reduced sodium, etc.) 

· Developing and assessing the impact of health promoting policies in governmental subsidy programs (Welfare to Work, SNAP program and multi-unit housing)  

· Promoting health and educating the citizenry on healthy living in multiple settings (e.g., state parks)

  

Focus on Returning Military Personnel

· Ensure that military families who have sacrificed for our country are adequately supported post-deployment by funding mental health and substance abuse treatment and support.   According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, returning military personnel and their families have increased stress both from deployment and from transitions that occur post-deployment.  These families need adequate and supportive treatment in order to transition into civilian life.  ODMHSAS is developing a proposal to address this important health issue.       

· Ensure that veterans with qualifying military experience are given credit toward trade licenses when they return home.  Supporting our returning military personnel as they return home with good job opportunities and valuable work is critical to helping them transition back into civilian life. 



Support Implementation of a Statewide Comprehensive Plan to Reduce Prescription Drug Misuse/Abuse

A comprehensive state plan is under development to address the issue of prescription drug abuse/misuse in Oklahoma.  In 2009, Oklahoma was the state with the highest percentage of the population using painkillers for nonmedical reasons.  Further, there are more than 700 deaths each year and 100 babies born addicted in Oklahoma.  Most of these births, and the resulting treatment costs, are paid by Medicaid.  Recommendations and promising practices to reduce prescription drug misuse include the following:

· Make prescription drug monitoring programs available to public health for analysis and targeted intervention

· Develop and implement state prescribing guidelines

· Patient review and restriction programs

· Insurer and pharmacy benefit manager mechanisms 

· Policies on diversion, abuse and overdose 

· Naloxone programs

· Improve access to substance abuse treatment



Budget Request



Children’s Health Budget Request 							$700,000

The Oklahoma State Department of Health, Oklahoma City-County Health Department, and Tulsa City-County Health Department request funding to enhance and fully fund the current statewide infant mortality initiative.  Funding will be used to implement strategic targeted interventions in partnership with key state and local agencies, organizations, and hospitals to improve outcomes for Oklahoma mothers and infants.  Activities will focus on establishing Baby Friendly Hospitals to promote breast feeding, reducing abusive head trauma, reducing smoking during pregnancy, improving infant sleep practices to reduce sleep related infant deaths, and providing outreach and targeted case management services to high-risk individuals.    



Public Health Laboratory								$44,000,000

The department is requesting $44 million to fund new construction to alleviate and upgrade the over-crowded and outdated public health laboratory facilities.  The State Public Health Laboratory (PHL) conducts nearly 600,000 tests for clinicians and other laboratories and is critical to infectious disease surveillance.  As a Biosafety Level 3 laboratory it is capable of accepting and testing infectious agents that can cause serious or potentially lethal disease.  State and local public health laboratories are often the first to identify novel strains of virus or confirm for clinicians serious organisms that are plaguing their individual patients and threatening communities.  Laboratory sciences are continually evolving and absolutely critical to prevent the spread of infectious disease and the early identification of life threatening conditions.  Modernizing and upgrading the State PHL is necessary to ensure safety and improve efficiency of this critical health infrastructure.   
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PROPOSAL TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLNESS IN OKLAHOMA 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 

October 2012 
 

Oklahoma continues to rank 48th in the nation in health outcomes.  Unfortunately, our poor health 
status and bad health behaviors lead to increased health care cost, excessive disease and disability and 
premature death.   While these issues must be addressed over the long term, recent attention from 
Governor Mary Fallin has yielded success on multiple fronts and will lay the foundation for sustainable 
health outcome improvement in Oklahoma.     
 
SUCCESSES 

1. Executive ban of tobacco use on all state property  
RESULTS:   

• Executive order banning tobacco use on all state owned property went into effect on 
8/6/2012 

• An estimated 1,200 tobacco users will quit as a result of the ban (evaluation results 
pending) 

• A recent Oklahoma public opinion survey indicates that nearly 2/3 of all respondents 
support the Governor’s ban including support from 79% of those who have never 
smoked 

2. Support and Promote Certified Healthy Community, Business & School programs 
RESULTS: 

• Business – More than 1,100 businesses have been certified since inception 
• Schools - 155 schools were certified in the first year 
• Communities – 43 communities were certified in the first year resulting in 13 new 

ordinances that improve the health of the community, including the following: 
o establishing zoning for farmers markets  
o restricting alcohol sales near schools 
o eliminating tobacco use on all city owned property indoors and out 
o instituting safe routes to schools or walking school bus 

• Evaluation results of the Certified Healthy Community program indicate that 100% of 
the communities responding  (N=42) believe this program will impact the wellbeing of 
the community and 81% believe it will improve their ability to attract new business  

3. Support shared-use agreements to encourage community use for physical activity  
RESULTS: 

• Enactment of legislation to limit school liability when allowing shared use 
• Promotional video and tool kit produced by Fit Kids and the American Heart Assoc. 
• Shared use is included in Certified Healthy School program and implementation of that 

program will be evaluated in the coming year 
 

POTENTIAL FUTURE ACTIONS 
Health Policy  

• Restore local rights to communities so they may enact smokefree policies stronger than the 
state law to create a healthier environment for their citizens, improve local health outcomes 
and develop a competitive edge to attract new business. 
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Reduce the Burden of Increasing Healthcare Costs on Oklahomans 
Oklahoma has a history of innovative and progressive programs aimed at increasing insurance coverage 
and improving the health of our population.  Insure Oklahoma, established in legislation in 2004, has 
been popular among small businesses and individuals in Oklahoma as a premium assistance insurance 
marketplace.  In addition, the technology that has been developed to support on-line enrollment and 
eligibility in Sooner Care is one of the most advanced in the country.  In spite of these innovative 
programs, nearly 22% of Oklahoman’s are uninsured.  Uninsured individuals have poor utilization of 
preventive care and worse health outcomes than those who are insured.   
 
The State of Oklahoma should continue to focus efforts on improving health by reforming Medicaid, 
redesigning the public health system to target the leading cost drivers of healthcare and utilizing the 
popular Insure Oklahoma program to create a state-based health exchange and provide insurance 
coverage.  Reforms should focus attention on 1) changing payment incentives to healthcare providers to 
reinforce preventive health services  2) incentivizing individuals to obtain preventive services and 
businesses that create policies that make them available 3) creating a state based health insurance 
exchange in an efficient manner and 4) utilizing the popular Insure Oklahoma program to fill coverage 
gaps.  The following are options that should be explored:    

• Utilize Insure Oklahoma to develop a state-based insurance marketplace    
o Create efficiencies by designating the on-line enrollment and eligibility determination 

system created by the OHCA as a shared information technology service for health and 
human service agencies.  Create a shared governance structure for participating 
agencies to govern the development of the IT infrastructure and allow OMES to provide 
project and contract management. 

o Develop components of on-line enrollment to function as a state based insurance 
marketplace      

o Review existing boards as a mechanism for governing an Insurance Marketplace (e.g. 
OSEEGIB) 

• Explore the refinement of Insure Oklahoma under an 1115 waiver and retain cost sharing 
policies 

o Adjust the qualifying percentage of FPL to reduce coverage gaps  
o Evaluate the redirection of state dollars dedicated to uncompensated care to match 

federal funding on 1115 waiver and build a state insurance marketplace 
• Develop incentive programs for individuals obtaining recommended clinical preventive services  
• Develop a Coordinated Care Organization (CCO) structure or enhance the existing Health Access 

Network (HAN) program.  CCOs have the following characteristics:  
o Accountable for the provision of integrated and coordinated healthcare (including 

behavioral healthcare) 
o Locally governed, partnered with local providers, communities, and stakeholders 
o Providers share one budget (set and grows at a fixed rate) 
o Implement population-based health strategies to improve health outcomes 
o Encourage the development of information sharing to improve continuity of care within 

the community of practice 
• Redesign public health to better integrate with the private healthcare community and focus 

efforts on reducing cost drivers by targeting chronic disease and avoidable hospital admissions.  
Hospital charges for heart disease, stroke and diabetes in Oklahoma totaled nearly $2.7 billion in 
calendar year 2010.  Increasing coverage of more adults will necessitate programs and policies 
that reduce these costs.  A 50% reduction in hospitalizations due to hypertension, diabetes and 
heart conditions that are amenable to care outside the hospital setting would save Oklahoma 
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almost $60 million annually.  Community level interventions, that integrate with the CCO 
structure, should include the following: 

o Focusing on lifestyle changes & chronic disease self management 
o Robust preventive screenings, treatment and referral 
o Care coordination and high-risk case management 
o Use of low cost interventions to ensure compliance with physician prescribed treatment   

• Begin developing transparency in healthcare by creating a public use database that includes all 
claims paid from Medicaid and state employee health benefit plans as a precursor to an all 
payer claims database.      
 

Governor’s Worksite Wellness Initiatives 
• Private Sector: Continue to focus on the economic and productivity benefits of a healthy 

workforce by challenging Oklahoma businesses to adopt healthy policies and becoming Certified 
Healthy Businesses.  Reinforce healthy business practices by continuing the Governor’s worksite 
wellness initiatives.      

• Public Sector: Challenge 100% of state agencies to become Certified Healthy Businesses in 2013 
and assist them by implementing the following policy measures: 

o Ensure all state buildings are breast-feeding friendly worksites.  Studies indicate that 
breast feeding reduces the risk of obesity, ear infection, gastrointestinal illness, asthma 
and diabetes for infants and may help mothers lose weight after pregnancy.  Minimum 
requirements to become a breast-feeding friendly worksite include the following: 
 Flexible break times for expression of milk 
 A comfortable location allowing privacy for pumping 
 Access to a nearby clean water source, and a sink for washing hands and materials 
 A written policy supporting breastfeeding with a description of how staff are 

informed of the policy 
o Support or develop human resource policies that allow flexible schedules for state 

employees to participate in physical activity (if work conditions permit)  
o Ensure state employees have the option of a quality insurance plan and provide 

incentives to employees receiving all recommended preventive services annually. 
o Require that all government vending options provide healthy and nutritious food 

options.   

Governor’s Fitness Challenge 
• Continue to support Certified Health Schools and the adoption of healthy school policies by local 

school districts.  Reinforce this support by participating in the following program:   
 Implement a statewide Governor’s school fitness challenge in collaboration with the 

WNBA Tulsa Shock (NBA OKC Thunder participation is pending).  Fitness challenge will 
include the following: 
o On-line/electronic  fitness curriculum  
o Local technical assistance and support provided by the Oklahoma State Dept of 

Health 
o On-site assembly events led by the Tulsa Shock staff, players and mascot Volt the 

Shock Fox 
o  An annual statewide event for students demonstrating fitness improvement    
o First event proposed Spring 2013 

25045



4 
 

• Use the Governor’s Physical Fitness Council, in collaboration with the OSDH and OSDE, to set 
realistic goals to improve school health.  This should include the percentage achieving certified 
healthy school status.    

 
Institute a Health-in-All-Policies approach in Oklahoma State Government 
Support a Health-in-All-Policies approach to implementing government policy.  This approach requires 
the assessment of health impacts prior to the implementation of non-health policy and promotes inter-
agency collaboration and planning, encourages innovation, creates efficiencies and promotes health in 
all sectors of government.  Examples of health in all policy approaches to government programs: 

• Forming a food policy council among agencies working on food programs to ensure access to 
healthful foods 

• Studying health impacts of transportation projects and focusing efforts on pedestrian and 
bicycle  traffic to encourage physical activity 

• Reviewing procurement policies to promote employee and client access to healthy food (e.g., 
healthy food availability, reduced sodium, etc.)  

• Developing and assessing the impact of health promoting policies in governmental subsidy 
programs (Welfare to Work, SNAP program and multi-unit housing)   

• Promoting health and educating the citizenry on healthy living in multiple settings (e.g., state 
parks) 

   
Focus on Returning Military Personnel 

• Ensure that military families who have sacrificed for our country are adequately supported post-
deployment by funding mental health and substance abuse treatment and support.   According 
to the Department of Veterans Affairs, returning military personnel and their families have 
increased stress both from deployment and from transitions that occur post-deployment.  
These families need adequate and supportive treatment in order to transition into civilian life.  
ODMHSAS is developing a proposal to address this important health issue.        

• Ensure that veterans with qualifying military experience are given credit toward trade licenses 
when they return home.  Supporting our returning military personnel as they return home with 
good job opportunities and valuable work is critical to helping them transition back into civilian 
life.  
 

Support Implementation of a Statewide Comprehensive Plan to Reduce Prescription Drug 
Misuse/Abuse 
A comprehensive state plan is under development to address the issue of prescription drug 
abuse/misuse in Oklahoma.  In 2009, Oklahoma was the state with the highest percentage of the 
population using painkillers for nonmedical reasons.  Further, there are more than 700 deaths each year 
and 100 babies born addicted in Oklahoma.  Most of these births, and the resulting treatment costs, are 
paid by Medicaid.  Recommendations and promising practices to reduce prescription drug misuse 
include the following: 

• Make prescription drug monitoring programs available to public health for analysis and 
targeted intervention 

• Develop and implement state prescribing guidelines 
• Patient review and restriction programs 
• Insurer and pharmacy benefit manager mechanisms  
• Policies on diversion, abuse and overdose  
• Naloxone programs 
• Improve access to substance abuse treatment 
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Budget Request 
 
Children’s Health Budget Request        $700,000 
The Oklahoma State Department of Health, Oklahoma City-County Health Department, and Tulsa City-
County Health Department request funding to enhance and fully fund the current statewide infant 
mortality initiative.  Funding will be used to implement strategic targeted interventions in partnership 
with key state and local agencies, organizations, and hospitals to improve outcomes for Oklahoma 
mothers and infants.  Activities will focus on establishing Baby Friendly Hospitals to promote breast 
feeding, reducing abusive head trauma, reducing smoking during pregnancy, improving infant sleep 
practices to reduce sleep related infant deaths, and providing outreach and targeted case management 
services to high-risk individuals.     
 
Public Health Laboratory        $44,000,000 
The department is requesting $44 million to fund new construction to alleviate and upgrade the over-
crowded and outdated public health laboratory facilities.  The State Public Health Laboratory (PHL) 
conducts nearly 600,000 tests for clinicians and other laboratories and is critical to infectious disease 
surveillance.  As a Biosafety Level 3 laboratory it is capable of accepting and testing infectious agents 
that can cause serious or potentially lethal disease.  State and local public health laboratories are often 
the first to identify novel strains of virus or confirm for clinicians serious organisms that are plaguing 
their individual patients and threatening communities.  Laboratory sciences are continually evolving and 
absolutely critical to prevent the spread of infectious disease and the early identification of life 
threatening conditions.  Modernizing and upgrading the State PHL is necessary to ensure safety and 
improve efficiency of this critical health infrastructure.    
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Web:  www.governor.ok.gov
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GovernorMaryFallin
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/GovMaryFallin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end
result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and

lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the
escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health
outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations

to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how
much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be
so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will
continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-
line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the
very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the
costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying
workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their
employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their
employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma

hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it
should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system
into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance
market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by

reducing the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end
result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and

lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the
escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health
outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations

to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how
much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be
so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will
continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-
line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the
very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the
costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying
workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their
employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their
employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma

hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it
should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system
into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance
market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by

reducing the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end
result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and

lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the
escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health
outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations

to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how
much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be
so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will
continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-
line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the
very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the
costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying
workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their
employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their
employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma

hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it
should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system
into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance
market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by

reducing the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 19, 2012
 

Governor Fallin: Oklahoma Will Not Pursue State-Based Exchange
or Medicaid Expansion

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Governor Mary Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (PPACA):
 
“For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma stakeholders and health care
experts across the country to determine the best course of action for Oklahoma in regards to both the creation of a health
insurance exchange and the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to health care, contain costs, and do so without placing an undue burden
on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals,
and will in fact decrease the quality of health care across the United States while contributing to the nation’s growing
deficit crisis.
 
“Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is legally obligated to either build
an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the Obama Administration, or to default to an exchange run by
the federal government. This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma by the Obama Administration in spite of
the fact that voters have overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their support of
State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of key components of PPACA.
 
“After careful consideration, I have today informed U.S. Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be
‘state-run’ in name only and would require Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit
Oklahoma taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a
law that threatens to erode both the quality of American health care and the fiscal stability of the nation.
 
“Furthermore, I have also decided that Oklahoma will not be participating in the Obama Administration’s proposed
expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million
between now and 2020, with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s reliance
on federal money that may or may not be available in the future given the dire fiscal problems facing the federal
government. On a state level, massive new costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to important
government priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion offers no
meaningful reform to a massive entitlement program already contributing to the out-of-control spending of the federal
government.
 
“Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will be to continue our support
for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different
Constitutional questions than previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge
can succeed. 
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 


 


 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    


 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 


Insurance Exchange  
 


 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 


 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 


 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            


 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 


 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        


 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 


 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      


 


 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 


 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      


 
Oklahoma Plan 
 


 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 


 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 


o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 


 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 


o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 


 


 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 


 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 


 
 












 
“Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve health outcomes and contain
costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance, should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health,
where effective chronic disease prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical
bills linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with legislative leaders and
lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma health care solutions for Oklahoma families.”
 
 
 

Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA
Talking Points

 
·         While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid program as

proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all Oklahoman’s. One
demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services agencies during the recent
economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and safety of our citizens. The end
result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of any of the cabinet areas.

 
·         The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and

lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or expand
Medicaid in Oklahoma. The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare or address the
escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility needed to improve health
outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those innovations

to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems. She welcomes the opportunity to work with the Oklahoma
legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of uninsured families, provide
quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.

 
Insurance Exchange

·         There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full ramifications of
building and implementing a state based insurance exchange. Without HHS regulation and guidance it is unclear how
much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an exchange. State based exchanges will be
so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government program that will ultimately be under the control of
the federal government.

 
·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. The cost

of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable. Governor Mary Fallin will
continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.

 
·         While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the insurers

selling products on the exchange. This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the healthcare plan.
 
Medicaid Expansion

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA. The Medicaid expansion does not
adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it does not begin to
address the ever increasing costs of healthcare. Further, the federal law does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.

 
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between fiscal years

2014 and 2020. Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget
like education and public safety. The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates an additional burden on
taxpayers and the federal deficit.

 
·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid program. In fact,

Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%. Oklahoma has also created an outstanding on-
line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to Medicaid coverage. These are the
very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the
costs of healthcare in our state while improving health outcomes.
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·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the Insure

Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private
insurance for their employees. Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and qualifying
workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. Oklahoma small businesses and their
employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance coverage as other large employers and their
employees.

 
·         Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma

hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. Oklahoma’s
current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.

 
Oklahoma Plan

·         Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens. Healthy people create a more productive workforce
and children that are able to learn. The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is important, but it
should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens. We need to transform the healthcare system
into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also supporting a robust private insurance
market that is focused on making people healthier.

·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare. The
Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements:

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health
o Support the purchase of private insurance products
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including;

§ High-risk case management
§ Chronic disease self management
§ Improving care coordination within communities of care

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits
o Realign the public health system to support these goals

 
·         The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care by

reducing the number of uninsured.
 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the unique
needs of our citizens are met.

 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
405.521.2342
katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Here are the two upcoming health/exchange events
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:51:22 AM
Importance: High

 
Unfortunately I cannot attend wither one of them. We would love for you to go to one
or both of them if your schedule permits, but I know you have other obligations as
well. Please let me know if you think you might be able to make either one and then we
can go from there! Thanks, Katie

 
 
1)      RGA - Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012

2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

2)       NGA - The National Governors Association invites you to attend a meeting

entitled, “Health Care: Next Steps after the Supreme Court Decision,” to be

held in Washington, D.C. from 8:30 a.m. on Thursday,  July 19th until
12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 20, 2012 at the Renaissance Hotel.  

 

Governors’ health policy advisors, Medicaid directors, insurance
commissioners, and Exchange leads are encouraged attend. NGA will
cover expenses for two people from each state/territory to attend the
meeting.  States/territories may choose to send other attendees on a
space-permitting basis at their own expense.

 

Please have those interested in attending contact Ms. Leslie Donaldson at

ldonaldson@nga.org.  Please have them inform Leslie  of whether they will be one

of the attendees paid for by NGA, or whether they will be state-paid.  Ms.

Donaldson will then forward the registration link to them by return email.

 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Here are the two upcoming health/exchange events
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:51:22 AM
Importance: High

 
Unfortunately I cannot attend wither one of them. We would love for you to go to one
or both of them if your schedule permits, but I know you have other obligations as
well. Please let me know if you think you might be able to make either one and then we
can go from there! Thanks, Katie

 
 
1)      RGA - Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012

2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

2)       NGA - The National Governors Association invites you to attend a meeting

entitled, “Health Care: Next Steps after the Supreme Court Decision,” to be

held in Washington, D.C. from 8:30 a.m. on Thursday,  July 19th until
12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 20, 2012 at the Renaissance Hotel.  

 

Governors’ health policy advisors, Medicaid directors, insurance
commissioners, and Exchange leads are encouraged attend. NGA will
cover expenses for two people from each state/territory to attend the
meeting.  States/territories may choose to send other attendees on a
space-permitting basis at their own expense.

 

Please have those interested in attending contact Ms. Leslie Donaldson at

ldonaldson@nga.org.  Please have them inform Leslie  of whether they will be one

of the attendees paid for by NGA, or whether they will be state-paid.  Ms.

Donaldson will then forward the registration link to them by return email.

 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Here are the two upcoming health/exchange events
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:51:22 AM
Importance: High

 
Unfortunately I cannot attend wither one of them. We would love for you to go to one
or both of them if your schedule permits, but I know you have other obligations as
well. Please let me know if you think you might be able to make either one and then we
can go from there! Thanks, Katie

 
 
1)      RGA - Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012

2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

2)       NGA - The National Governors Association invites you to attend a meeting

entitled, “Health Care: Next Steps after the Supreme Court Decision,” to be

held in Washington, D.C. from 8:30 a.m. on Thursday,  July 19th until
12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 20, 2012 at the Renaissance Hotel.  

 

Governors’ health policy advisors, Medicaid directors, insurance
commissioners, and Exchange leads are encouraged attend. NGA will
cover expenses for two people from each state/territory to attend the
meeting.  States/territories may choose to send other attendees on a
space-permitting basis at their own expense.

 

Please have those interested in attending contact Ms. Leslie Donaldson at

ldonaldson@nga.org.  Please have them inform Leslie  of whether they will be one

of the attendees paid for by NGA, or whether they will be state-paid.  Ms.

Donaldson will then forward the registration link to them by return email.

 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Here are the two upcoming health/exchange events
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:51:22 AM
Importance: High

 
Unfortunately I cannot attend wither one of them. We would love for you to go to one
or both of them if your schedule permits, but I know you have other obligations as
well. Please let me know if you think you might be able to make either one and then we
can go from there! Thanks, Katie

 
 
1)      RGA - Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012

2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

2)       NGA - The National Governors Association invites you to attend a meeting

entitled, “Health Care: Next Steps after the Supreme Court Decision,” to be

held in Washington, D.C. from 8:30 a.m. on Thursday,  July 19th until
12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 20, 2012 at the Renaissance Hotel.  

 

Governors’ health policy advisors, Medicaid directors, insurance
commissioners, and Exchange leads are encouraged attend. NGA will
cover expenses for two people from each state/territory to attend the
meeting.  States/territories may choose to send other attendees on a
space-permitting basis at their own expense.

 

Please have those interested in attending contact Ms. Leslie Donaldson at

ldonaldson@nga.org.  Please have them inform Leslie  of whether they will be one

of the attendees paid for by NGA, or whether they will be state-paid.  Ms.

Donaldson will then forward the registration link to them by return email.

 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: Here are the two upcoming health/exchange events
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 9:51:22 AM
Importance: High

 
Unfortunately I cannot attend wither one of them. We would love for you to go to one
or both of them if your schedule permits, but I know you have other obligations as
well. Please let me know if you think you might be able to make either one and then we
can go from there! Thanks, Katie

 
 
1)      RGA - Wednesday, June 20 – Thursday, June 21, 2012

2012 RGPPC Healthcare Symposium
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Scottsdale, AZ
Who may attend?  We are inviting two healthcare sr. staffers to attend this

symposium
 
 

2)       NGA - The National Governors Association invites you to attend a meeting

entitled, “Health Care: Next Steps after the Supreme Court Decision,” to be

held in Washington, D.C. from 8:30 a.m. on Thursday,  July 19th until
12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 20, 2012 at the Renaissance Hotel.  

 

Governors’ health policy advisors, Medicaid directors, insurance
commissioners, and Exchange leads are encouraged attend. NGA will
cover expenses for two people from each state/territory to attend the
meeting.  States/territories may choose to send other attendees on a
space-permitting basis at their own expense.

 

Please have those interested in attending contact Ms. Leslie Donaldson at

ldonaldson@nga.org.  Please have them inform Leslie  of whether they will be one

of the attendees paid for by NGA, or whether they will be state-paid.  Ms.

Donaldson will then forward the registration link to them by return email.

 
 
 
Katie Altshuler, Policy Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: ICYMI: Gov. Fallin Discusses Health Care Exchanges with Greta Van Susteren
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 11:49:26 AM
Attachments: image001.png

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
 
Governor Fallin explains why Oklahoma is saying “thanks, but no thanks” to implementing
ObamaCare.
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From: Governor Fallin Press
To: Governor Fallin Press
Subject: ICYMI: Gov. Fallin Discusses Health Care Exchanges with Greta Van Susteren
Date: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 11:49:26 AM
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
 
Governor Fallin explains why Oklahoma is saying “thanks, but no thanks” to implementing
ObamaCare.
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The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave, SW  
Washington, DC 20201  

 
September 26, 2012  

 
Dear Secretary Sebelius,  

The State of Louisiana is writing you concerning the selection of an essential health benefit 

benchmark plan for the State.  

On December 16, 2011, the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO) 

released a document entitled “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin.” This document stated a proposed 

approach to define the essential health benefits for a State’s individual and small group market, as 

required by Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). This 

proposed approach allows for States to select a benchmark plan from products currently on the state 

and federal insurance markets. The bulletin states: 

“[W]e intend to propose to use enrollment data from the first quarter two years prior to the coverage year 

and that States select a benchmark in the third quarter two years prior to the coverage year [note: which 

ends September 30, 2012 for coverage year 2014]…. If a State does not exercise the option to select 

a benchmark health plan, we intend to propose that the default benchmark plan for that State would be 

the largest plan by enrollment in the largest product in the State’s small group market.” 

Essential Health Benefits Bulletin, p. 9 (emphasis added) 

Following the release of this guidance, a frequently asked questions document was released on 

February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits. Of significant note is that 

neither of these documents has the force of law, nor commits federal regulators to any particular 

course of action.  

The State of Louisiana has done its due diligence to review all guidance issued by CCIIO, the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) concerning the essential health benefits and has consistently requested further 

guidance through formal rulemaking. With the essential health benefits package, regulations have 

been non-existent. It is apparent that the federal government does not appreciate the urgency of 

clear rules regarding an issue that will transform the private insurance market in each of the 

respective states on January 1, 2014. 

 

Bobby Jindal 
GOVERNOR 

 

Bruce D. Greenstein 
SECRETARY 

 
 State of Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals 
Office of the Secretary 
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For over a year, HHS has told States that a proposed rule on essential health benefits would be 

coming “soon.”  As the months have passed there still is no sign of formal rulemaking regarding this 

issue.  States have every reason to be concerned that HHS can change this approach through the 

formal rulemaking process.  HHS representatives have already alluded to the potential for changes in 

the area of pharmaceuticals just as one example.    

It is unreasonable for the federal government to ask the States to comply with a deadline on 

determining a benchmark plan when the federal government had not even formalized the procedure. 

However, in order to point out the potential problems the state could have implementing this 

particular piece of the PPACA, the state of Louisiana attempted to do so. Louisiana identified the 

three largest small group products in the market, collected benefit information on those products, 

made a comparison of the benefits offered, and participated in all informational sessions on the 

subject. Working with the limited guidance provided, the State of Louisiana attempted to evaluate 

the best benchmark plan option for the State’s residents. Some of the inadequacies in the guidance 

provided so far include: 

 Lack of Plan Information. While HHS identified and provided an illustrative list of the 

three largest products in each State ranked by enrollment in the small group market along 

with the largest three nationally available Federal Employee Health Benefit Program 

(FEHBP) plans on January 25, 2012 this information was based on the “product” rather 

than “plan” level. Plan information is necessary because it provides more detailed 

information as to the scope of benefits covered under the respective plan.  Only on 

September 14, 2012, two weeks prior to the end of the third quarter of 2012, HHS released 

specific plan information to the States to assist in their efforts to select a benchmark plan. 

Clearly, this did not allow states enough time to analyze the plan information provided when 

comments were due less than a week after the States received such information. 

 Lack of Clear Definitions of Service Categories. How will the category “habilitative 

services” be defined since this term appears to be used differently in the private market and 

Medicare? The frequently asked questions document released on February 17, 2012 provides 

two possible approaches, neither of which has been formalized in rulemaking.  

 Supplementation of Services. How will supplementation take place relative to habilitative 

care, pediatric oral care and pediatric vision care?  Although comments were solicited, no 

further guidance has been released by HHS leaving it unclear for states as to how to define 

or supplement these areas.   

 Substitution of Categories. Will HHS allow health plans to substitute across benefit 

categories?  And if so, will HHS require that such substitution be subject to a higher level of 

scrutiny in order to mitigate the potential for eliminating important services or benefits in 

particular categories? Since plans are allowed to perform actuarially equivalent substitutions 

that may vary from the EHB, are States required to accept such substitutions?  That is, can a 

State modify these substitutions through limitations or restrictions?  

25073



 

Bienville Building ▪ 628 N. 4th Street ▪ P.O. Box 629 ▪ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-0629 

Phone #: 225/342-9509 ▪ Fax #: 225/342-5568 ▪ WWW.DHH.LA.GOV 
“An Equal Opportunity Employer” 

 Payment of State Mandates. If a State selects a benchmark plan that does not contain all 

or some of the State mandates, the State would be required to “defray” the costs of those 

mandates outside the EHB package for qualified health plans.  HHS has not indicated how 

these mandates are to be paid by the State or even how the cost of the mandates will be 

calculated. 

 Future of the Essential Health Benefits Package. HHS indicated that it “intends” to 

evaluate the benchmark approach for the calendar year 2016 and will develop an approach 

that may exclude some State benefit mandates from inclusion in the State EHB package. 

HHS has not provided states with any standards that it intends to use to make such 

evaluation, the approach it will take to exclude certain state mandates in the EHB package, 

or even if the benchmark approach for essential health benefits will continue past 2015. 

 
After considerable time and effort, it was determined that the State lacks the significant information 

necessary to evaluate what would be the best possible benchmark plan for Louisiana’s essential 

health benefits. 

Furthermore, it is our State’s conclusion that while the bulletin states a decision is to be made by the 

third quarter of this year, this “deadline” has never been formalized through the official rulemaking 

process. As long as formal rules do not exist, the federal government can change its approach. Since 

the federal government is not bound by these bulletins, neither are the States. As such, the State of 

Louisiana is not legally required to submit a benchmark preference by the end of the third quarter of 

2012. The State of Louisiana will not permit the federal government to dictate to our residents a 

default benchmark plan, as the federal government, in its disregard of the requirements of the 

Administrative Procedure Act regarding essential health benefits and other provisions of the 

PPACA, has no authority to do so under federal or Louisiana law until regulations are published in 

the Federal Register, following established notice and comment procedure.  

As stated on the CMS website, previous bulletins were “used to communicate with states and other 

stakeholders interested in Medicaid and CHIP… communications do not establish new policy; they 

are designed to highlight recently released policy and regulations and also to share important 

operational and technical information.” The process developed for defining the essential health 

benefit benchmark has been a completely new method of establishing law without proper 

rulemaking.  Implementation of new policies without open and public comment and publication in 

the Federal Register is in clear violation of the law. The pre-rule bulletin has been out since 

December, providing more than an adequate amount of time to begin the process of formal 

rulemaking with an open comment period.  

The essential health benefits issue is one of many issues with the implementation of the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).  The administration has charged states to build what 

the federal government mandates, but the federal government has provided informal guidance and 

incomplete rules and regulations.  No state, even those fully embracing implementation of what we 
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believe to be an overall bad policy, could possibly determine an essential health benefits package 

with the guidance currently provided.  Accordingly, there will be no essential health benefits package 

for the State of Louisiana, and we will pursue all avenues to prevent the federal government from 

selecting one on behalf of the state.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Bruce D. Greenstein      James J. Donelon 
Secretary       Commissioner 
Department of Health and Hospitals    Department of Insurance 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Kathleen.Sebelius@hhs.gov"; "amanda.cowley@cms.hhs.gov"; "Peugh, Lindsey (CMS/CCIIO)"
Cc: "Jennifer.Cannistra@hhs.gov"; "Katie Altshuler"
Subject: Letter from Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin regarding Essential Health Benefits
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 4:24:35 PM
Attachments: EHB_MaryFallin_10_01_12.pdf

Please see attached letter from Governor Mary Fallin regarding essential health benefits.
 
 
 
Julie Cox-Kain, MPA
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
juliek@health.ok.gov
(405)271-4200 (Office)
(405)323-2629 (Cell)
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Mary Fallin 


Office of the Governor 


State of Oklahoma 


 
 


 


 


October 1, 2012 


 


Via Electronic Submission  


 


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  


Office of the Secretary  


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  


201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  


Washington, DC 20201 


 


RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 


  


Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


 


On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 


Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 


and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 


was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 


lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 


being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   


 


Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 


Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 


complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 


us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 


this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 


rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 


formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  


  


I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 


our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 


from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 


benefit benchmark plan at this time.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin 


Governor of Oklahoma 







To: Kathleen.Sebelius@hhs.gov; amanda.cowley@cms.hhs.gov; Peugh, Lindsey (CMS/CCIIO)
Cc: Jennifer.Cannistra@hhs.gov; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Letter from Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin regarding Essential Health Benefits
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 4:13:44 PM
Attachments: EHB_MaryFallin_10_01_12.pdf

Please see attached letter from Governor Mary Fallin regarding essential health benefits.
 
 
 
Julie Cox-Kain, MPA
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
juliek@health.ok.gov
(405)271-4200 (Office)
(405)323-2629 (Cell)
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Mary Fallin 


Office of the Governor 


State of Oklahoma 


 
 


 


 


October 1, 2012 


 


Via Electronic Submission  


 


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  


Office of the Secretary  


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  


201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  


Washington, DC 20201 


 


RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 


  


Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


 


On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 


Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 


and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 


was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 


lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 


being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   


 


Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 


Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 


complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 


us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 


this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 


rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 


formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  


  


I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 


our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 


from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 


benefit benchmark plan at this time.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin 


Governor of Oklahoma 







From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Kathleen.Sebelius@hhs.gov"; "amanda.cowley@cms.hhs.gov"; "Peugh, Lindsey (CMS/CCIIO)"
Cc: "Jennifer.Cannistra@hhs.gov"; "Katie Altshuler"
Subject: Letter from Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin regarding Essential Health Benefits
Date: Friday, September 28, 2012 4:24:35 PM
Attachments: EHB_MaryFallin_10_01_12.pdf

Please see attached letter from Governor Mary Fallin regarding essential health benefits.
 
 
 
Julie Cox-Kain, MPA
Chief Operating Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
juliek@health.ok.gov
(405)271-4200 (Office)
(405)323-2629 (Cell)
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Mary Fallin 


Office of the Governor 


State of Oklahoma 


 
 


 


 


October 1, 2012 


 


Via Electronic Submission  


 


The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius  


Office of the Secretary  


U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  


201 Independence Avenue, S.W.  


Washington, DC 20201 


 


RE: The selection of an essential health benefit benchmark plan for Oklahoma 


  


Dear Secretary Sebelius,  


 


On December 16, 2011, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued an Essential Health 


Benefits Bulletin to propose its regulatory approach for creating essential health benefits standards for individual 


and small group insurance markets.  Following the release of this bulletin, a frequently asked questions document 


was released on February 17, 2012 to address questions on essential health benefits.  These informal documents, 


lacking in sufficient detail, represent the only guidance provided by HHS on this issue.  In spite of that, states are 


being asked to make decisions regarding essential health benefits by October 1, 2012.   


 


Given the potential impact of essential health benefits, and other provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable 


Care Act (PPACA) on Oklahoma’s insurance market, I am determined that we remain deliberate and only act with 


complete knowledge of the implications of these decisions.  In order to adequately evaluate the options afforded to 


us by HHS, substantive information must be provided regarding insurance coverage requirements.  To assist us with 


this task, I respectfully request that you provide a detailed response regarding when additional guidance or formal 


rules will be issued on essential health benefits, and whether states will be allowed a reasonable period of time after 


formal rules are issued to declare their intent with regard to essential health benefits.  


  


I firmly believe that our state, not the federal government, is in the best position to determine the healthcare needs of 


our citizens and ensure stability in our health insurance market.  However, the absence of required documentation 


from HHS prevents the State of Oklahoma from undertaking detailed analysis and choosing an essential health 


benefit benchmark plan at this time.   


 


Sincerely, 


 


 


 


Mary Fallin 


Governor of Oklahoma 







ACA Medicaid Policy & Guidance 
Major Parts Opposed by Oklahoma 

September 28, 2012 
 

Medicaid Eligibility (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 435) 

Parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under age 19, and newly qualified adults 
(should a state choose to pursue the Medicaid Expansion option) are excluded from Advanced Premium Tax Credits 
(APTC) and coverage through the exchange if their household Modified Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) is under 133 
percent of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Additionally, if the above mentioned groups are otherwise eligible and 
enrolled in Medicaid, they are ineligible for APTC and coverage through the exchange.   

Policy Recommendation: Provide parents and other caretaker relatives, pregnant women, infants and children under 
age 19, and newly qualified adults the opportunity to choose between coverage through Medicaid, the exchange (with 
use of APTC), or other non-public coverage. 

Medicaid Benefits for Medicaid Expansion (ACA Title II Section 2001 and Title I Section 1302) 

The ACA mandates that Qualified Health Plans offered on the exchange provide a federally mandated “essential benefit 
package.” The ACA also mandates that newly qualified Medicaid adults receive a benchmark benefit which must be at 
least as generous as the essential benefit package. The essential benefit package must contain at minimum ten 
categories including: (1) ambulatory patient services; (2) emergency services; (3) hospitalization; (4) maternity and 
newborn care; (5) mental health and substance abuse services, including behavioral health treatment; (6) prescription 
drugs; (7) rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices; (8) laboratory services; (9) preventive and wellness 
services and chronic disease management; and (10) pediatric services, including oral and vision care. Federal 
regulations require that mandatory Medicaid benefits include all essential health benefit categories and  Early and 
Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment (EPSDT) services; family planning services; and non-emergency 
transportation to medical care.  

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to define a benefit package for newly qualified adults that may or 
may not include mandatory Medicaid benefits that aren’t typically offered on non-public health plans. Specifically, 
States should not be required to include coverage for non-emergency transportation.  

Medicaid Cost-Sharing for Medicaid Expansion (Final Rule 42 CFR Part 457) 

Additional guidance from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) per the State Operational Technical 
Assistance (SOTA) Team received on August 22, 2012 indicated, “Nothing in ACA changed 1916 or 1916A of the [Social 
Security] Act so current cost sharing rules will continue to apply in 2014, including for the new [Medicaid Expansion 
adult] group. The cost sharing rules in place under the State plan apply to groups subject to benchmark coverage. If the 
State wants to apply a different cost sharing to the groups covered under a benchmark, it must submit a 1916A cost 
sharing SPA that subject to the requirements of 1916A of the Act and the regulations at 42 CFR Part 457, including the 
public notice requirements at 447.56.” Current Medicaid regulations bound by Section 1916 indicate that states can 
charge limited premiums, enrollment fees, copayments, and other out-of-pocket costs on limited groups of Medicaid 
enrollees with income above 150 percent FPL. For all groups with income below 150 percent FPL, the nominal Medicaid 
cost sharing rules must apply. Current nominal cost sharing for some services ranges from $0.50 to $3.00 per service. 

Policy Recommendation: Provide States the flexibility to assess cost sharing amounts for newly qualified adults that 
exceed nominal Medicaid levels. Specifically, States should be allowed to define cost sharing policies that mirror those 
offered by non-public health plans. 

Sources:   

http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Topics/Cost-Sharing/Cost-Sharing.html 

http://www.nashp.org/sites/default/files/maxenroll%20Bachrach%20033011.pdf 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-111publ148/html/PLAW-111publ148.htm 

http://www.medicaid.gov/AffordableCareAct/Provisions/Provisions.html 

http://www.kff.org/healthreform/upload/8090.pdf 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Money from ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:51:25 AM

Leslea, do you know if Health Dept got money from the ACA from these or any other programs?
Thanks

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in

Oklahoma in efforts related to:

Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.
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·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically

underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of

public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.

·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:
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· The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.

·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health

Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Money from ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:51:25 AM

Leslea, do you know if Health Dept got money from the ACA from these or any other programs?
Thanks

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in

Oklahoma in efforts related to:

Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.
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·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically

underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of

public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.

·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:
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· The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.

·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health

Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Aaron Cooper
Subject: Money from ACA
Date: Thursday, September 20, 2012 11:51:25 AM

Leslea, do you know if Health Dept got money from the ACA from these or any other programs?
Thanks

How the Fund Improves Wellness and Prevention for Oklahomans

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010, the Department of Health and Human Services has

awarded more than $13.2 million in Prevention Fund grants to Oklahoma and organizations in

Oklahoma in efforts related to:

Community Prevention ($2,732,000): Funding supports prevention activities proven to reduce health

care costs and improve healthy behaviors.

·         Community and State Prevention ($2,664,000).  These funds support Community

Transformation Grants, which empower communities to use evidence-based interventions to

prevent heart attacks, strokes, cancer, and other conditions by reducing tobacco use,

preventing obesity, and reducing health disparities.  These dollars also help support a chronic

disease prevention grant program and strengthen evidence-based employer wellness

programs.

·         Tobacco Use Prevention ($68,000).  This funding supports anti-tobacco education

campaigns, telephone-based tobacco cessation services, and outreach programs that are

proven to reduce tobacco use and those focused on vulnerable populations, consistent with

the HHS Tobacco Control Strategic Action Plan.

Clinical Prevention ($3,621,000): Funding supports programs to improve Americans’ access to

important preventive services and the full range of care necessary to meet diverse healthcare needs.

·         Access to Critical Wellness and Preventive Health Services ($1,063,000).  This funding

increases awareness of new preventive benefits made available by the Affordable Care Act

through community partnerships. It also expands immunization services by providing

additional resources and flexibility to States.

·         Behavioral Health Screening and Integration with Primary Health ($2,436,000).  These

dollars help communities integrate primary care services into publicly funded community

mental health and other community-based behavioral health settings. They also expand

suicide prevention activities and screenings for substance use disorders.
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·         HIV/AIDS Prevention ($122,000).  These efforts focuses on HIV prevention in high risk

populations and communities by increasing HIV testing opportunities, linking HIV-infected

people with needed services, and filling critical gaps in data and understanding of the HIV

epidemic to better target prevention, care, and treatment.

Public Health Infrastructure and Training ($6,218,000): These efforts help State and local health

departments meet 21st century challenges.

·         Public Health Workforce ($2,517,000).  These programs support training of public health

providers to improve preventive medicine, health promotion, disease prevention, and

epidemiology. The funding also improves access to and quality of health services in medically

underserved communities and provides front line care while training the next generation of

public health leaders.

·         Detection and Response Capacity ($598,000).  State and local governments will receive

new resources to prevent, detect, and respond to disease outbreaks, including those caused

by influenza and foodborne pathogens. It also funds programs that prevent healthcare-

associated infections.

·         Public Health Infrastructure ($3,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.,103,000).  These efforts help State, local, and tribal

organizations improve the efficiency and effectiveness of public health by strengthening the

systems for gathering, analyzing, and communicating health data and ensuring they produce

accurate and timely information for action.

Research and Data Collection ($714,000): Funds support the scientific study of prevention to better

understand how to translate research into practice.

·         Prevention Research ($714,000).  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Task

Force on Community Preventive Services conducts systematic reviews of public health

interventions to prevent disability, disease, and death, and disseminates the results to the

public, clinicians, health officials, and community leaders.

Building on Other Administration Initiatives that Promote Prevention

The Obama Administration takes a broad approach to addressing the health and well-being of our

communities. Other initiatives that promote prevention in States and communities include the following:
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· The Affordable Care Act, which expands access to preventive care by removing cost

sharing for recommended clinical preventive services.

·         The President’s Childhood Obesity Task Force and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! initiative

aimed at combating childhood obesity.

·         The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which provides \ billion for

community-based initiatives, tobacco cessation activities, chronic disease reduction programs,

and efforts to reduce health care-acquired infections.

·         The Million Hearts initiative to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes in the next five

years.

·         The Affordable Care Act’s National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health

Council, with representation from 17 Federal agencies, and that has developed a National

Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.

 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
phone: (405) 522-8819
cell: (405) 535-7317
Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2

p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:29:48 AM

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in
studio at 2 p.m. and discuss health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made if any for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I a copying the governor’s Office on this
email in case they have suggestions.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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From: PAMELAW on behalf of Williams, Pamela K.
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Hiner, Janice D.
Cc: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; Newman, Mark S.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Bennet-Webb, Leslea; Felty, Rick W;

Weatherford, Larry P.
Subject: OETA wants guest for health exchange and Medicaid coverage talk show on Thursday, 11/29 in studio at 2 p.m.
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 10:34:30 AM
Importance: High

Please me know your response on being a guest on OETA talk show to tape  Thursday, 11/29 in-
studio at 2 p.m. to discuss the health exchange and Medicaid coverage and what the Governor’s
actions mean to Oklahomans. What plans are being made, if any, for alternative health coverage? I
suggested she contact the Governor’s Office, some legislators, and the policy institutes in OKC and
Tulsa. She still wanted me to ask if you would appear.  I am copying the Governor’s Office on this
email in case they have other suggestions or want to respond.
 
 
 
 
 
Pamela Robinson Williams
Public Information Officer
Oklahoma State Department of Health
Office of Communications
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
Office:  405-271-5601
Fax: 405-271-2865
email: pamelaw@health.ok.gov
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 

This document is Oklahoma’s proposal for “State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals”.  The document 
describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), Oklahoma’s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and 
operate an integrated delivery system and payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of 
care for dual eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI), 
Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state’s dual eligible population.   
 

1) Oklahoma’s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery mechanisms for Medicare and 
Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma’s dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an 
interdisciplinary care team, this approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member’s care.  This level of 
integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by SoonerCare and Medicare.  
Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks to improve member access to appropriate services, 
integrate a comprehensive range of services for individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 

2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), the second approach to care 
integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the 
practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to 
facilitate the management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the development of 
community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and e) the integration of these methodologies 
into graduate medical education.  

 

3) Oklahoma’s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated Care Sites (ICS) 
demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
model, while making some modifications to the existing PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to 
benefit from the proven high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 
demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the PACE model. 

 

Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 
In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has designed a model of care 
coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the target population by improving care management and 
access, while reducing costs by improving efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has 
historically been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 

The OHCA care coordination program known as “SoonerCare Silver” aims to improve the integration of care by adding care 
coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a 
bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure 
the member is receiving all the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
work collectively to develop and implement the member’s action plan to achieve a positive health outcome.   
 

Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 

Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  

Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  

Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 

Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) Statewide  
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Summary of Covered Benefits  
Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits, care 
coordination services will be offered to the eligible full benefit 
Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   

Financing Model Fee-for-Service 

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed information) 

Full Stakeholder Meetings:   September 2011 thru March 2012 
Workgroup meetings:  October  2011 thru February 2012 
Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 

Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 

Background 
Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both Medicare and SoonerCare. 
Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries (SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered 
“full benefit” duals. The bulk of Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 
coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-term care services.  Fragmented 
care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  
Recently, national attention is being directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 

In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually eligible SoonerCare members 
by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to 
primary care and behavioral health services, 2) improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to 
the target population.   
 

The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and SoonerCare while providing care 
coordination at the point of member access to services through the two healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this 
program, these dually eligible SoonerCare members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health 
providers in an efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery system as 
quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 

Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been differences in benefits, different 
billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination 
of services will reduce member barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the 
comprehensive benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can direct 
members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, and who are more thoroughly 
educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently reoccurring comorbidities.  

 

Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 727,369 SoonerCare 
members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people who were eligible in both categories at the same 
time, and are called dually eligible1.  In June 2011, there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide2.  Total 
enrollment for dual eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 1%, African 
American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 0.7%3.  By age and gender, the demographics 
of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than 
age 65 -22%4.  

                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a different point in time than overall numbers. 
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The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or SoonerCare.  They are 
characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral 
health impairments and have a higher rate of being low-income5.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports 
national trending in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge as they 
constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher percentage of spending.  Looking at those 
without existing case management services, 62 percent were characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates 
of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 
are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 

The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 

 Overall Individuals receiving LTSS in 
institutional settings 

Individuals receiving LTSS in HCBS 
settings 

other 

Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  
Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  
Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  
Individuals with a serious mental illness 8,421 383 1,085 6,953 

 

Care Model Overview 
Oklahoma’s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban counties, Cleveland, Comanche, 
Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state’s population.  Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed 
counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state’s citizens living in one of the remaining 
68 rural counties6.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible members residing in all of 
Oklahoma’s counties with limited exceptions.  
 

Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa’s Health Innovation Zone (THIZ), PACE and the ICS will 
be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care 
coordination services through their current benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare 
Silver program.  
 

General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid Eligibility guidelines are 
described in Appendix B. 
 

Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 

Medicare Medicaid 

Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States.  If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits at age 
65 without having to pay premiums. 
There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part A benefits under 
age 65 without having to pay premiums. 
 
 

In general, the following groups of individuals may qualify for SoonerCare 
services: 
Adults with children under 19  
Children under 19 and pregnant women  
Individuals 65 and older  
Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  
Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer treatment  
Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family planning needs 
In addition to the citizenship and the state residency requirements, a 
SoonerCare applicant must meet categorical and financial requirements. 
SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA’s website 
www.okhca.org 

                                                 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State’s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 
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As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid and Medicare will automatically 
be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the 
program, should they choose to no longer participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential 
members prior to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside vendor, OHCA, 
and CMS. 
 

Oklahoma’s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support for implementation, with a 
variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support for dual eligible members.  These members will now 
be offered the additional service of care coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit 
of care coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member’s services together.  The care coordinator will work directly 
with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such as the nurse case manager, social worker and other 
providers who are currently providing services to the member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing 
Part D services.  Care coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve as a 
liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the community or a facility.  
 

The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA care management program.  This 
program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-
one staff assistance, called “practice facilitation”.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 
software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, practice facilitators 
collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of care through implementation of enhanced 
disease management protocols and improved patient tracking and reporting systems7.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care 
management.  This program is offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive 
modeling software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in education, an 
individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 

Lessons learned from OHCA’s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing appropriate and proficient 
services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  People who are dually eligible, even those with the most 
complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that 
can be modeled for the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population to identify 
opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 

Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management (SCCM).  SCCM is for 
members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are directed to specific programs that address their 
exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited 
to: the coordination of out of state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 
and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for supportive services, such as 
private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 

OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with 
chronic mental illnesses.  Children diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who 
qualify, and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, who coordinates a team 
of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 

Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health centers (CMHCs) and their 
satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, 
                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 

25102



Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 

5 
 

assessment and referral services, emergency services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community 
support services designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 
therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All CMHCs provide services to both 
adults and children.  
 

With the integration of health homes, the CMHC’s will have the additional offering of providing wrap around comprehensive behavioral 
health services to eligible members with an established PCP relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated 
facilities and the other ten are contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 
centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about numbers of health homes 
participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as 
Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS’ website www.odmhsas.org.   
 

Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. The purpose is to reduce 
inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS 
Child Welfare Worker, counselor, teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a 
task to be completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a month. 
 

As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually eligible, (HMP excludes dual 
eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) these programs still provide a rich array of information that 
can be used to significantly improve the delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to 
the need for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program’s steady responses to a population who resides in the 
same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of Care are additional programs that will help 
provide a framework of information for providing care coordination to the duals.  

 

Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these programs, members are offered 
case management services.  While case management provides some help with support services and other programs along with 
monitoring a member’s health and welfare, case management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 

A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  complementary to existing 
services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental 
disabilities are assigned a care coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be 
responsible for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual’s needs.  No services will be added to 
those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering care coordination on their existing services. 
 

These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would receive would be oriented toward 
quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a 
member.  Those members not in a waiver or HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare 
and Medicaid savings.8  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual eligible member; 
notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 

Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 

Name Operator Targeted Population Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 

Advantage 
Waiver 

OKDHS-
Aging 

Elderly, physically 
disabled 21+ 

HCBS OKDHS 

Case managers from private industry provider agencies develop a 
waiver services plan that takes into account the member’s informal 
supports and other programs.  These providers are responsible for 
monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and 
welfare.  Disease management is not in case management scope. 

                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Community 
Waiver 

OKDHS-
DDSD 

MR/DD ages 3 and 
older 

HCBS OKDHS 

For each of these waiver programs, State agency case managers 
develop service plans, which include residential services.  These case 
managers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 

Homeward 
Bound Waiver 

OKDHS-
DDSD 

Class members HCBS OKDHS 

In-home 
Supports for 
Adults Waiver 

OKDHS-
DDSD 

MR/DD 18 and older HCBS OKDHS 

In-home 
Supports for 
Children Waiver 

OKDHS-
DDSD 

MR/DD ages 3- 17 HCBS OKDHS 

PACE 
OHCA-
OLL 

55 and older 
Capitated 
model 

Medicare 
& Medicaid 

The PACE provider furnishes case management and is responsible for 
development of a service plan. 

Living Choice 
demonstration 

OHCA-
OLL 

19 and older HCBS OHCA 

For these waiver programs, case managers from private industry 
provider agencies develop a transition/community plan that takes into 
account the member’s informal supports and other programs.  These 
providers are responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and 
the member’s health and welfare.  Disease management is not in case 
management scope. 
 
 

My Life; My 
Choice Waiver 

OHCA-
OLL 

Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates with 
physical disabilities 
and younger than 65 

HCBS OHCA 

Sooner Seniors 
Waiver 

OHCA-
OLL 

Living Choice (MFP) 
graduates who are 65 
and older 

HCBS OHCA 

Medically Fragile 
Waiver 

OHCA-
OLL 

19 and older HCBS OHCA 

Nursing 
Facilities or 
ICFs-MR 

OHCA   OHCA 

Member is admitted to facility under physician’s orders and is monitored 
24/7 by staff.  A Minimum Data Set is completed and the care plan is 
developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at least quarterly or when 
a significant change in the member’s condition occurs. 

State Plan 
Personal Care 

OKDHS-
Aging 

All ages 
Personal 
care 

OKDHS 

Nurses from private industry provider agencies develop a personal care 
services plan that takes into account the member’s informal supports 
and other programs.  These providers are responsible for monitoring 
the adequacy of the plan and the member’s health and welfare.  Disease 
management is not in the scope of personal care services.  In addition, 
the State agency nurse who assesses the member performs ongoing 
monitoring and makes a determination regarding level of care. 

Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental 
Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the 
Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care Facilities for Mental Retardation 

 
Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care coordinator will review the 
member’s current level of participation to determine if the member is already enrolled in any existing program.  The care 
coordinator will specifically check other OHCA programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers 
and/or State plan services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing specialty 
behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans (SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other 
state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care coordination staff can monitor the member’s participation through 
the case manager or through case management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 
utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 

In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct populations.  
1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 
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2) Nursing facility residents;  
3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  
4) “Target” group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  

 

Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 

Population 
Chronically Ill 
Dual Eligibles 

Medicare 
Member 
Months 

Total Medicare/ 
Medicaid Spending 

PMPM 
Spending 

Total IP 
Admissions 
per 1,000 

Total OP 
Visits 
per 1,000 

Total SNF Days 
per 1,000 

Total Physician 
Visits 

per 1,000 

Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 

ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 

Nursing Facility 10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 

DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 

TOTAL 
(Unduplicated) 

 
78,115 

 
879,729 

 
$2,181,710,259 

 
$2,480 

 
627 

 
5,039 

 
3,319 

 
5,982 

 

Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section will briefly describe potential 
sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service 
system, and will require a new approach to solve an old problem.  
 

ER Utilization Program 
People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital admissions.  As a part of 
implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their professional associations will need to be strengthened.  
The hospitals serve as a significant provider of medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now 
presented to discuss hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 
inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 
2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that is, by definition, “hospitalizations that could have been avoided, 
either because the condition could have been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care”.  Collaborating around the 
issue of Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of care for duals and reduce 
expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of the recent initiative “Partnership for Patients” which lists 
reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of its goals. 
 

Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect members to their PCP, and 
schedule appointments for their care around the member’s personal schedule.  This anticipated relationship is intended to help the 
member plan for health care services and visit the emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by 
their PCP. 

 

Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent hospitalizations will result 
in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health 
care providers prepare daily to address the specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health 
history and chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced earlier, educate 
providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each member/patient. 
 

Hospital Integrations 
Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that “Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from CMS to cut readmissions.  
In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more 
attention to patients after discharge.  A key component of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high 
numbers of patients are readmitted, prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.” 
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The article continues, “With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial consequences to take action.  
Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to 
their home.  The Medicare reimbursement change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about 
patients on an outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.”  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to foster a new 
type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality care and reduced costs.  The care 
coordinator will work with the member’s hospital to allow a better coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  

As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up with a patient’s action plan.  This 
will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, pharmacists, and others, who can review the member’s initial 
completed assessment data and make a recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The 
review team can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient’s records. 
 

Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 

 
 

SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 
Care Coordinator  
This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical experience is required and preference will be given to 
those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: 
Notifying the member of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 
manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress of a member.  Routinely 
the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the improvement of a member’s health care.  It will also be 
essential to maintain interaction with the member’s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member 
and the provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will also address any 
language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 

Social Services Coordinator 
The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical science or related field.  Also 
requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with 
people with disabilities.  The Social Service Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which 
involve the member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator will also 
address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community resources/social agencies in a 
member’s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a member how to care for their individual medical or 
behavioral health care needs. 
 

Nurse Care Management Supervisor  
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This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid license as a Registered 
Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of experience in a medical or behavioral health setting 
and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret 
governmental regulations as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 
Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the public in general.  
Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and tracking performance. 
 

Behavioral Health Specialist 
The staff for this position will possess a master’s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a program which qualifies for 
licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This 
position also calls for at least four years of full time professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative 
or management position. This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 
communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 

Administrative/Management 
The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be responsible for: 

• Hiring staff 
• Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 
• Enrollment/disenrollment of members 
• Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 
• Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 
• Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 
• Referral and authorization processes 
• Assist with claims submission 
• Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 
• Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the care coordinator will be 

handled 
 

Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 
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The flow chart above describes the member’s movement through the care coordination system, and the services that are available 
as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit 
the system at any time during the process.  The member’s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered 
a vital part of the support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member’s care plan.  This 
caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the member receives needed services 
and the best quality of care.  
 

The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA’s experience with existing care 
coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear to have relevance for Oklahoma’s dual eligible population.  
OHCA will implement a care coordination program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program 
success and that appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features are: 
• Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 
• Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  
• Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 
• Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient’s hospitalization and enhance the care coordinator’s potential to 

manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 
• Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 
• Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  Some practices have made 

onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients privately before or after their visits. 
• Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 
• Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 
• Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 

After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform ongoing assessments.  Should a 
member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may 
also be given a referral from a behavioral health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information 
on behavioral health resources convenient to their geographic location.   
 
Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-morbidities.  Behavioral health is an 
important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities 
(including substance abuse issues) and must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  
Currently, both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute psychiatric 
hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a care coordination model with such a 
focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have 
access to and are knowledgeable about the importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the 
service system.  It is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through the 
vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting with community-based 
resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  
Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement 
with the vendor(s).  Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service available in 
the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and 
other community resources, the member can be referred to help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
             

OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are necessary for a 
comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project staff will oversee the procurement process 
and subsequent contract award and development; the implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the 
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information services platform to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and 
member service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward project outcomes. 
A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to obtain stakeholder input from 
beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared 
savings to include in the financing structure. 
 

Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by predictive modeling software, which 
will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, 
based on the risk assessment for each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 
SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling and measurement, clinical 
surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to 
identify members with the most complex and comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to 
use the MedAI software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care management 
systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical and financial decisions.  MedAI’s website 
describes its strength as a provider of analytics for healthcare9.  
 

The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting members’ participation, 
progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for 
multiple professional users to access health records, and a care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if 
a face-to-face meeting is not warranted for the decision about the members’ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 
coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, care coordinators will receive 
claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims 
information, member history information, PCP information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to 
develop an action plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of concerns, 
develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall coordination of care among various 
disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management 
(Atlantes Levels of Care) are: Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. Additional 
levels of care can be added as needed.  
 

Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of quality metrics that will be used 
to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and 
the care coordinator can support the member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational 
entity that provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that comprise 
effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active engagement by the member, family and 
others involved with the healthcare of the member.  
 

As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at a minimum) the standards 
already established in the state’s existing care management programs.  In regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be 
available for the care coordinator to access the history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been 
reviewed, the care coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the individual’s 
family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the member through the developed care 
plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for 
tracking adjustments, claims, finance information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, 
and contracts on a member’s account. 
 

                                                 
9 www.medai.com. 
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The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be contracted out to vendors.  At this 
time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination 
services provided by the vendor through contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and 
monitoring cost savings. 
 

In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and concluded that care 
coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared factors that build on existing services.  Studies 
conducted regarding care coordination and evidence based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  
1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in person per month for the 

care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 
2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk for hospitalizations to have 

an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of readmissions. 
3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 
4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital staff to provide programs 

with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 
5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member’s cases.  Physicians that participated in the studies 

ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet prior to or after health care appointments.          
6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 
7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 

The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care coordination will apply all of 
these elements to provide the best quality of services to members addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, 
diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer’s, Arthritis, and 
Affective and other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, and other 
aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 

This chart shows how all components of a member’s care will have to work together, with the Care Coordinator being the missing 
link between the member and any of these services. 
 

Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 
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Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled the timelines and intent of the 
demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the 
project design.  Since September of 2011, dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, 
including, but not limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose membership includes 
dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, government staff, elected officials and anyone who has 
an interest in the design of a service delivery model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid10.  
 

The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  Project staff members also 
see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of workgroups are aware of the related tasks and 
recommendations of other workgroups, and those principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder 
Meeting dates and location(s): 
1st Stakeholder Meeting September 29th, 2011  Boldt Construction Center    
2nd Stakeholder Meeting  November 30th, 2011  Metro Technology Center 
3rd Stakeholder Meeting  January 19th, 2012  OHCA 
4th Stakeholder Meeting  March 22nd, 2012  OUHSC College of Allied Health 
5th Stakeholder Meeting April 20th, 2012  OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 
6th Stakeholder Meeting May 3rd, 2012  Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 
7th Stakeholder Meeting May 14th, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 
     

Workgroups were assembled into four groups.  They are: All things Communications; Care Coordination; Behavioral Health; and 
Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder 
Meetings.  The majority of our workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 

Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting  February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health  
 

Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders and workgroup invitations 
were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited 
to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an 
overview of the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our community partners 
from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and community mental health centers.  This proved to be very 
effective and gathered excellent feedback for our member’s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create 
relationships with stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs serving 
the citizens of our state. 
 

People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare members.  Complaints are 
to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 
of the Member Handbook, written in English and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member’s denial of services or treatment, 
as requested by their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission appeals11.  
 

OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other stakeholders to focus on 
planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency 

                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at www.okhca.org/Dual-el 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf  
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challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff 
conducted numerous formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 

The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task 
oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The 
planning and development unit is comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 
design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and involvement of many 
stakeholders.  
 

Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the involvement and support around the 
agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting 
to discuss the opportunity, and then follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller 
sub-groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 

After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through email, web updates, and 
attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to provide feedback, starting with their comments about the 
program design, and thereafter.  Upon implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as 
advisors to dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a scheduled basis, along 
with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to OHCA’s public information office, “a number of voices 
help to shape SoonerCare programs and policies.” 
 

The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care services and make 
recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial concerns related to the administration of the 
agency; Information related to the management, and operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well 
as consumers and other state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 

 

Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive feedback about the project.  
www.okhca.org/dual-el. 
 

Financing and Payment 
OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying the resources needed to enter 
into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the 
challenges of the upfront investment in care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from 
resulting savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or exceeding 
established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 

Oklahoma’s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing Medicare and Medicaid enrollment 
figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it 
seems a logical conclusion to examine increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of 
services.  OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are dually eligible. 
 

PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health care initiatives for government-
sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for 
SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually 
eligible in Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually eligible in that time period 
was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid 
not covered by Medicare, without the full range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for 
the period of time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model creates potential 
for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for the target population.  Targeted for reduction 
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are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is 
supported by patterns of expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 
current care coordination model literature). 
 

Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 
  Medicare      Medicaid                                    Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 
Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 
LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 
Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 
Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 

High-level analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these 
members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial 
years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and 
projections for subsequent years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive 
modeling that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where 
cost savings may be achieved.  
 

Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 
Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 

Diagnostic Category PMPM Spending Total IP 
Admissions 

Total OP Visits Total SNF Days Total Physician 
Visits 

1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 
5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 
9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 
These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first year due to Care Coordination. 
 

A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to refine savings estimates, to 
reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic 
care coordination program will ultimately encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of 
behavioral health conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of co-
morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member’s behavioral health needs before seeking to improve their physical 
health and chronic care self-management skills12.  The first year of the project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an 
integrated services model.  In future years, the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more 
effectively prevent or reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits13.  
 

                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk based contract with an outside 
vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be 
accomplished by releasing a request for proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a 
qualified vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  The vendor(s) will 
receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   
The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP has been released, the OHCA 
will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver 
program is intended to be statewide covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 

Expected Outcomes 
The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to CMS.  Program data is organized 
and distributed monthly via “Fast Facts.” Member satisfaction will be tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance 
Department monitors claim accuracy and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key 
metrics related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes of evaluation by 
CMS. 
 
After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following services:  Emergency Room 
visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services 
will be reported monthly, along with methods of reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated 
into the care coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care management 
offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital admissions with the dual eligible population.  
Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in 
reducing costs to overall patient services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure 
education from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of Michigan Hospital 
who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge.  This study showed 
improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination 
could reduce emergency room visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 
decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall lower expenditures 
 

Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting adherence to pharmacologic 
regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. However, after three years, with care coordination overall 
reduction in prescription coverage is likely to occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of 
durable medical equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor’s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to show the 
following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 

Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 

Outcome Results 
• Increase member participation  in health literacy and medical 

adherence   
• Increased member scheduled appointments with PCP 
• Increased kept appointments with PCP 

• Increased member participation in disease –specific 
education and self-directed care 

• Increased number of action plans being followed 

• Increase in primary care provider use and expenditures.  
increased expenditures in year 1 , year 2, and leveling off in 
year 3 

• Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab work. 
• No change in annual expenditures 

• Increase in physician specialty use with decreased expenses 
 

• Decrease in total expenditures related to physician specialty 
services 

• Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- decreased • Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 
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expenses in year 1 and subsequent decreased visits by people 
who are dually eligible 

• Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions (within 30 
days, 60 days, 90 days) 

• Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 
• Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 

• Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare skilled 
nursing days 

• Better management of overall health for duals 
• Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  

• Increase in home- and community-based service use and 
expenditures.   

• Increase in HCBS expenditures 

 

Analysis of the target population’s use of these services indicates that better coordination and management of these members could 
yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more 
specific and ongoing data analysis will have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent 
years.  Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  that can be used in 
advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. 
Based on current spending and applying anticipated cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care 
coordination. 

Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 

Services Total Spending % quality outcomes Yr. 3 for RX year 1 year 2 year 3 
Inpatient $428,856,323.40 0.05    

 
  

$21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 $21,442,816.17 
Outpatient $142,411,656.10 0.03 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 $4,272,349.68 
LTC $517,853,846.08 0.03 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 $15,535,615.38 
Prescriptions $324,698,399.00 0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95 $16,234,919.95 $32,469,839.90 
Physicians $157,435,269.40 0.05 

 
$7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 $7,871,763.47 

 

Infrastructure and Implementation 
The state’s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for the Oklahoma Medicaid 
(SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma heading and controlling costs of state-purchased 
health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external 
vendor(s) so additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 

The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange for the release an RFP that 
supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to 
follow regarding adherence to documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 
selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for day to day operations of the 
proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for 
Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible 
for hiring prospective staff to include: 
• Program Management 
• Nurse Care Coordinators 
• Social services workers 
• IT staff 
• Administrative staff 
 

Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules have been identified as needing 
to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or 
rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
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There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the SoonerCare Silver program 
will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except 
for those areas covered by the THIZ, PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 
program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care coordination services as part 
of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 

The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 

Feasibility and Sustainability 
The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by most states.  The Oklahoma 
State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, 
and requests for legislative funding would be considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely 
solely on the costs savings projected through the reductions available through implementation14. 
 

Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination program for people who are 
dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively implement the project that will require funding for three primary 
components very early on.  Those components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring 
for dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care coordination RFP; and 3) 
funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about people who are dual eligible and their patterns of 
hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after 
implementation, it will be difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 

There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with implementation.  Care coordination 
services may have an impact on services already in the state plan and within waiver administration.   
 

Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform that will manage dual eligible 
enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual 
eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible 
activity in the service delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the projected costs 
savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a platform for services to the duals, and 
administer the program for the eighteen months until the first reimbursement payment. 
 

The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, 
serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state’s 
mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for 
member enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state health department 
(OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have significant impact and state level agencies in any state 
should be able to use the care coordination program to deliver a complex range of services. 

 

Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use assistance at some time.  As a 
result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more 
fully engaged in, more fully informed about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care 
services. 
 

Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  

                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 
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The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs striving to 
improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 
• Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired conditions would decrease 

by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 
60,000 lives saved over three years.  

• Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during a transition from one care 
setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions would be reduced by 20% compared to 
2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 million patients would recover from illness without suffering a 
preventable complication requiring re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  

 

OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce health care acquired conditions, and 
work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop 
collaborative learning for hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 

HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  
OHCA’s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care Strategies (CHCS) for reducing 
racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA continues to build on key actions steps that include: 

1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation of silos.  
2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the HHS Disparities Action Plan.  

 

OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing “Improving Health Care Quality 
for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,” to ensure programs provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations 
while improving health disparities. 
 

Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a 
multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the 
inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated 
care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of 
these methodologies into graduate medical education. 
 

Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a 
Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of population level 
protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of these methods into the graduate medical 
education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 

Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 
Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 

Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary care services 
through participating practices. 

Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 
Statewide 

79,891 

Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration Approximately 3,200 
Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 

Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 

Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 
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Financing Model PMPM Payment 
Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more detailed 
information) 

THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 
Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 
Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 
Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 

Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 

Background 
The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs spanning clinical, mental health, 
and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three or more comorbidities. These members require extended 
coordination of care and in many instances benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a 
mental health diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in unnecessary hospital 
admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor coordination between primary care and behavioral health 
remains a major barrier to care. Further, members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based 
support services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The integration of primary 
care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are necessary to address gaps and barriers to care 
present in the current health system.  
 

While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the clinician’s lack of access to data 
about the entirety of the members’ clinical history or current clinical utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician’s 
ability to provide timely and appropriate care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in 
addressing this issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the emergency 
department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other complex or acute health needs. 
Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care 
physicians will have an enhanced capability through the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and 
identification of those in need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 
member care plans of providers across the community. 
 

Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each provider often acts alone, 
unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the 
patient. In addition, communication amongst providers across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. 
Medications and orders often change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care 
plan are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as physical therapy, 
hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational 
therapy, as well as environmental modification, personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to 
communicate back to the prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 
barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this issue. Through such a 
mechanism the member’s care plan would be centrally held within the community health information exchange and, ideally, managed 
by the member’s primary care physician. Evidenced based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated 
into the integrated care plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 

Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and diabetes directly benefit from the 
integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a 
well-developed practice and the capacity to coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease 
management protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been unattainable in 
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most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the clinical practice to maximize quality and 
lower cost.  
 

While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery system, it is critical to focus on 
those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new 
providers represent the physician leaders of tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, 
demanding an environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be tightly 
integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in which advanced tools can be 
leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  
 

To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign of the practice to 
incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 
management of the population, 3) the use of community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence 
based protocols in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 
education.   
 

Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University of Oklahoma, SOCM 
operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the “Health Access Network”. This program builds 
upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. 
The HAN contributes skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, epidemiology and 
biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation and training methodologies. Through this 
program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to receive services at which point all those members assigned to the 
providers’ Patient Centered Medical Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly 
successful in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. Currently, the HAN 
provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model could easily be extended to support the dually 
eligible population within the state.  
 

We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN’s administrative function will allow for the 
enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for 
example). Upon joining, those practices and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service 
and/or payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 

Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK region and who are identified as 
receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members 
across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified Health Centers spanning 
six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of Home and Community Based Providers, numerous 
hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services 
providers are brought together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 

Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient interviews, CMS utilization patterns, 
as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach 
focusing on: 

1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  
2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population 
3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  
4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease,  
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5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
 

Redesign of the Care Team: 
SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost dually eligible members.  
Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). 
Teams are comprised not only of individuals in traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral 
health specialists, Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central facilitator of the 
member’s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social settings. This key role serves to ensure all 
necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most 
members will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, 
‘high-touch’ interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. A proposed 
care coordination tier model follows: 
 

Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   
• Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and automated health 

reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care 
needs and alert the provider to send notices to the Member.    

 

Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    
• Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman’s Care Transitions Intervention 

(CTI) and Mary Naylor’s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals 
Medicare Beneficiary readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by managing 
disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and improving access to social, community and 
home based support services. Such interventions will improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  
This program would allow the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 
addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health Information Exchange (HIE). 
 

Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such as immunizations and wellness 
exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support 
for managing targeted chronic diseases. Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices 
are being followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are achieving desired quality 
and adherence standards.   
 

Community Level Integrated Care Plan 
At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed of discreet sections 
pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP captures and summarizes all pertinent information 
that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated 
medications, allergies, and the primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates 
not only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient’s desired health goals, listing actions plans for 
each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list “reading better” and “walking daily” as two principal health goals. 
Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on improving the patient’s glycemic control and preventing vascular 
complications. Meanwhile, the Care Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus 
reducing the symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review progress with the 
primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder 
and member focus groups indicate that when patients, physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals 
facilitated by a coordinated ICP, health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
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Long term support and Community Based Services: 
Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and community based and long 
term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or disabilities often need long term monitoring and 
assistance with disease self-management, activities of daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must 
engage with community social service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 
stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health services, elder care, FQHC’s, 
housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, 
allowing us to better shape our efforts toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community’s backing, 
care Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which includes those 
members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state’s home and community based long term care services 
system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate 
transitions of care amongst those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 
acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient and quality health care.    
 

Evidence Based Protocols 
Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, diabetes, and COPD.  All 
participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients 
receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and 
establish better information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients are 
empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary hospitalizations, readmissions and 
emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending best practices will be made available for the physicians and care 
coordinators that includes, but is not limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care 
delivery strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and monitored by a 
committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This group will meet as needed on a regular basis 
to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 

Graduate Medical Education 
As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from practice models based on volume 
to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for 
graduating physicians toward accomplishing the ‘Triple aim’ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 
populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods described above into new 
curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
 

Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care is delivered to complex 
members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but also how to address overlooked behavioral and 
social confounders which often silently and negatively affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such 
as Health Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of population 
level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon which begin the transformation of the 
future of healthcare delivery. 
 

Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated in the planning of this 
proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage 
ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program 
stakeholders will continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the outcomes of 
the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements follow: 
 

Meeting        Date 
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Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC)  07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   07/27/2011 
 Provider Focus Group       08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   08/18/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/14/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/15/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services     09/27/2011 
 Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City    09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting     11/02/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       11/07/2011 
 Focus Group/Interview       12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting   02/06/2012 
 OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting     03/22/2012 
 

In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged Dual Eligible members within 
the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to determine the presence of gaps in care among members and 
their caregivers. Physician uptake of the Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 

Through focus groups our members told us: 
1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  
2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  
3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   

These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 

Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 
1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such recommendations at home. 
2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, costs of drugs, uncertainty of 

why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians and pharmacists. 
3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of life. 
4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-pharmacologic therapies (e.g. 

counseling) is particularly underutilized. 
5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients – but actual execution of 

such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in coordination are often not communicated back to the 
prescribing physician. 

6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service support but often lack the 
knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 

7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the knowledge/coordination 
with the primary care physician.  

8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, laboratory results) 
inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be time-consuming for care coordinators and 
providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 

9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain unknown to their providers. 
10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. Physicians’ understanding of their 

patients’ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens remains poorly understood. 
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Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 
1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers to benefit patient care. 
2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each other. 
3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient’s goals of care. The Care Coordinator can 

capture the ICP. 
4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 
5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients will require regular, high-touch 

interventions. A ‘tiered’ system will be developed to determine the level/extent of services patients will require. 
6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to excessively high levels of 

dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  
7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be integrated with office personnel 

and operational systems. 
8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, to ensure that data is shared 

among providers and coordinators. 
9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no more than four to six 

homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 
10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the Care Coordinator, and shared 

with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress 
toward their stated goals in the ICP. 

 

Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a patient-centered, population 
health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. Providers shall actively engage members, families and 
caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that 
incorporate strong linkages to community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 
recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of members in decision making.  
Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint and grievance process and are encouraged to express their 
concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 

Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, language, sexual orientation, 
disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in languages other than English to include, but not limited to 
Spanish. Members have access to care, timely post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments 
within normal hours of operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 
coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and implementation of their care 
plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to further enhance and strengthen their support, and 
promote their own self-care, independence, culture and autonomy. 

 

Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality medical care, which is often 
delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and 
emergency room visits whenever possible.  

 

Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by member rights that support 
individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 

Financing and Payment 
The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk adjusted based on a three 
year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the 
initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving 
achieved to reflect efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core function 
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support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this enhanced, non-visit based compensation 
to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams (care managers, community health workers social workers, 
pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data 
analysts. 
 

Expected Outcomes 
The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics related to the model’s clinical 
quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of services, and cost outcomes for the target population. 
Member experience will be reported by participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices’ standard 
business operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate continued best practices 
and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of 
performance.  
 

The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 
Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  
Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B 
Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 

NQF 0064  

Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient Facility NQF 0097  
Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be avoided B) 
Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 

NQF 0022  

Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 
Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty care MyHealth 15  
Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the actual visit, 
but the time at which the appointment is made) 

MyHealth 16  

Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  
Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 
Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 
CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 
Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 
All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  
30 Day Readmission CHF   
CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   
The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for the population enrolled. The 
PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care coordination, analytics other services necessary to support 
the effective implementation of the program and associated care model within participating practices.  
 

Infrastructure and Implementation 
Tulsa proposes an extension of the state’s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in place. The HAN provides focused 
care management, care coordination, and care transition services as well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid 
population within the state.  The HAN further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates 
improvements in care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation and 
assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid Health Access Network provides an 
economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the 
following measures will be undertaken: 
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• Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and metrics unique to this proposal.  
• All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home model.  
• Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and provider level quality metrics.  
 

Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption of standard processes 
across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the included appendices) 
 

Feasibility and Sustainability 
While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the future may impact the ability to 
implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the 
combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 

Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health Access network program 
throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 
39,000 members. As enrollment increases, additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and 
productivity. This program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be expanded to support 
additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 

A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 

CMS Implementation Support—Budget Request 
A proposed budget is included within the appendices. 
 

Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 
The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, “all in” approach to CMS initiatives to improve care for individuals and 
populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded either to the community, or a community partner of the 
University. Programs which may positively impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 

Awarded:  
Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 
Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 

Submitted:  
CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 
    Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact of its use. 
CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 
    3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in community 
 

Pending Submission:  
3026, MyHealth – community partner 
    Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 
Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – community partner 
 

Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 

Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 

Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 

All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and older living in 
the geographic region of proposed ICS site. 

Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees Statewide 79,891  

Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 
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Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 

In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and a rural area of 
the state.   

Summary of Covered Benefits  
All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits currently available to 
members enrolled in a PACE program 

Financing Model Capitated model 

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 
detailed information) 

Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 
Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 
Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 2012 
Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 

Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 

Background 
The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care program.  The PACE model is 
centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with chronic care needs and their families to be served in the 
community whenever possible.  PACE is a federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their 
communities and out of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and rehabilitation 
facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally 
to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential 
growth.  There are 86 operating PACE programs in 29 states15.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  Although, PACE 
has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 

There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and only PACE program sponsored 
by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible individuals living within the five surrounding counties of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are 
eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as a result of 
being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much independence as possible within the 
community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves 
approximately $103,587 a month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 

Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to establish a design that utilizes the 
solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better 
care, better health, and increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 
integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for substantially more people than it 
currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 

There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible 
for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic 
service area will be eligible to participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 
who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who are dually eligible and do not 
reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City 
and/or Lawton and in at least one other area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, 
Lawton and three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both Medicare and 
Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be eligible for the ICS program.  
 

Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 

                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 

Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 
Cleveland County 3,730 
Muskogee County 3,128 
Leflore County 2,651 

 

Care Model Overview 
The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 
Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 

• Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 
• Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of care as defined by the state. 
• Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 

well as some functional limitations as determined by at the minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 

Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 
• The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs of the individual participant 

with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social 
Worker. 

• The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as consistent with state law and 
have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to assessments, care planning, and providing primary care 
to participants. 

• The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided to participants. 
 

The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability potential and growth of the traditional 
PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who 
are age 45 or older in the state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential of 
allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility will allow the states to utilize the 
ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the 
traditional PACE model is the notion of preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent 
on an individual’s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed upon preventive care 
services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve care and better manage the use of Medicare and 
Medicaid covered services provided to these individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of 
individuals who would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 

The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of expanding the growth and 
capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based 
on the needs of the individual participant with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed 
modification would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team with 
requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the participant’s individual health needs has 
the potential to enhance program efficiency without compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for 
Nurse Practitioners as consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs a 
challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is limited by the PACE center’s 
ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of 
finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is 
not intended to eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the provision of all 
necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult day health care center, senior centers, 
etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming 
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PACE providers.  This modification will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior 
center and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of constructing a building, that 
comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 

OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the state where a high 
concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of 
the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the 
modifications requested. The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is being 
piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the ICS provider.  The specified 
geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 

Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in the Medicaid program at their 
county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if 
they have not met the automatic qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 
inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those individuals who reside in the 
service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may 
qualify for. 
 

Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  The eligibility criteria for the 
ICS program will be as follows: 

• An individual must be 45 years of age or older 
• An individual must live in the defined service area 
• An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 
• An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 

limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of Care 
• An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as determined by the ICS provider 

 

Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation period where they will be assessed 
by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the 
individual.  After the plan of care is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 
staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns with the plan of care.  Following 
this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed by the individual, thereby establishing the individual’s 
enrollment in the program.  
 

The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the delivery and management of all 
covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated 
primary and behavioral health care to program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of 
participants across providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and providers 
of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative processes, including outreach and education, 
customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 

The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through Medicare will be available to 
participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care 
by the IDT will be provided.  The services that are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an 
emergency service.  A more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in Appendix G.  
 

The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE model is an innovative, fully-
integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of society.  The PACE model’s focus on prevention and wellness 
has resulted in health improvements and cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and 
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experience less pain, fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost to the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 

In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a comprehensive, primary care 
model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical 
processes16.  Those four processes are the development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of 
all medical, psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care that addresses 
all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for the care of the patient; and promotion of 
patients’ and their family caregivers’ engagement in their own health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care 
and better outcomes among PACE participants compared to HCBS clients17.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 
status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal vaccines; fewer unmet 
needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of depression; and better management of health care.  
 

PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of improving participants’ 
quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low 
risks of long term nursing home placement.  The risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period 
of 3 years.  Fewer than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their enrollment18.  
PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations than their counterparts in other Medicaid 
funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of 
Medicaid home and community based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 
day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible members in 200819.  These 
numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE participants.  
 

Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 
The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a variety of entities across the 
State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we garnered the attention of some who had previously shown 
interest in PACE and enlightened individuals who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-
mail, phone, and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to gain the insight of 
individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and spoke at various board and advisory committees, 
and conferences.  We also had two member attended focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed 
increased interest and had additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 
stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 

Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,  
Aging Services      July 21st, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Tulsa Health Community Leaders    August 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Daily Living Centers     August 2nd, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation     August 3rd, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  August 4th, 2011  Wilburton, OK 
Share Medical Center     August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Eastern Economic Development District   August 11th, 2011  Muskogee, OK 
Metropolitan Better Living Center    August 12th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 
St. John’s Metropolitan Baptist Church   August 16th, 2011  Oklahoma City, OK 

                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach’s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The 
Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Ada Senior Care Center     August 17th, 2011  Ada, OK 
Morton Comprehensive Health Care    September 1st, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center     September 8th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Chickasaw Health Administration    September 12th, 2011 Ada, OK 
Full Circle Senior Adult day Center    September 20th, 201 1Norman, OK 
Shawnee Senior Center     September 21st, 2011 Shawnee, OK 
Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions   November 1st, 2011  Ada, OK 
Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011  Alva, OK 
Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum)  September 29th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental meetings attended. 
 

Via Christi HOPE PACE Center    August 18th, 2011  Wichita, KS 
OHCA Board Retreat     August 24th, 2011  Tulsa, OK 
OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting  October 12th, 2011  Shawnee, OK 
Medical Advisory Committee     November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors Meeting January 10th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
County Health Department     January 12th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference   March 13th, 2012  Oklahoma City, OK 
Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting  April 10th, 2012  Talihina, OK 
 

Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the challenges that are presented with 
the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up 
and operations costs, not being able to provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, 
and the inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic and ADHC and staff).  
Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing 
the requirement to meet nursing facility level of care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current 
members.  Also, in response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a participant 
can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to provide services to participants while a 
physical center is being established or in place of the establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE 
requirements.  The proposed design offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is 
both accessible and highly efficient.  
 

The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of rights will be designed to protect 
and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for 
establishing an internal grievance and appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve 
medical and non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a formal written 
appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal 
ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA 
will provide ongoing monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 

Financing and Payment 
The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS model.  The State plans to 
enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide 
comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 

Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk capitation payment type. CMS 
and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates 
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based on the identified participant sub-populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants 
who meet the minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some functional 
limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state will set another standard rate for those 
who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost 
of long term care services.  
 

Expected Outcomes 
The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such program utilized by OHCA is 
MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs 
associated with those members. Dual eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state 
and chronic illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient compliance, and 
provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed 
care, partially capitated managed care and patient centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. 
Oklahoma’s MMIS uses HP’s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims per 
month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 

The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are based on the outcomes that 
have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 

Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 
Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 

Decrease in avoidable hospitalizations Decrease in admissions after 60 days 
Decrease in admissions after 90 days 
Decrease in admissions after 120 days 

10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 
10% Decrease 

Decrease in Emergency Room utilization Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 
Decrease in number of prescribed drugs Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 

Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 
5% Decrease 

Increase in preventive care services Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 
Increase in participant satisfaction with care Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 
 

Infrastructure and Implementation 
OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans 
were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total 
operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a 
contract agreement with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 

OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement the proposed demonstration.  The 
1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and 
comment, public hearings to seek public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 

The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope 
to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design 
and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix I. 
 

Feasibility and Sustainability 
State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the proposal.  The proposed plan must 
be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the 
proposed plan is not found to be budget neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and 
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Demonstration application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the proposed 
demonstration.  
 

The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability and desire to make 
application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is not limited to participation by the current PACE 
organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program 
agreement requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as a PACE 
organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and CMS to review.  The RFP and 
application process will have to be completed before full implementation of the design can begin.  
 

The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE program model progressed from 
inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and 
a Medicaid state plan option.  The proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from 
a single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the possibility increased 
program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the potential of being replicated at other current PACE 
sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple states.  
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Appendix A 
Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 

 
The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial Infarction, Chronic Kidney 
Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive 
Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use20.  

 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 

Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 
Diagnostic Category Members % of Total Members Member Months Total Medicare/ Medicaid 

Spending 
1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  
2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  
3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  
4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  
5. Ischemic Heart Disease  19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  
6. Chronic Kidney Disease  10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  
7. Coronary Artery Disease  11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  
8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  
9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  
10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 

 
Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  

PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 

Diagnostic Category PMPM 
Spending 

Total IP 
Admissions 

Total OP 
Visits 

Total SNF 
Days 

Total Physician 
Visits 

1. Acute Myocardial Infarction  $6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  
2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  
3. Other Psychotic Disorders  $5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  
4. Developmental Disorders  $5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  
5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  
6. Substance Related Disorders  $5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  
7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  
8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  
9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  
10. Other Depressive Disorders  $4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  

 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Appendix B 
Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibilty 

 
Medicare Medicaid 

Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your spouse worked 
for at least 10 years in Medicare-covered employment and you are 65 
years or older and a citizen or permanent resident of the United 
States. If you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage if you 
have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease (permanent kidney 
failure requiring dialysis or transplant). 
Here are some simple guidelines: 
You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay premiums if:  

• You already get retirement benefits from Social Security or 
the Railroad Retirement Board.  

• You are eligible to get Social Security or Railroad benefits 
but have not filed for them.  

• You or your spouse had Medicare-covered government 
employment.  

 
If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having to pay 
premiums if you have:  

• Received Social Security or Railroad Retirement Board 
disability benefits for 24 months.  

• End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain requirements.  
While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if you meet one of 
those conditions, you must pay for Part B if you want it. The Part B 
monthly premium in 2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 
titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when you turn 65 even if 
you are not eligible for Social Security retirement benefits. 
 
 
 

• Adults with children under age 18 
• Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 

(TANF) program are automatically eligible for health 
benefits.   

• Adults with children under the age of 18 who do not receive 
TANF may, in some circumstances, also be eligible for 
medical services.  

• Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 
• Children under the age of 19 and pregnant women whose 

family incomes meet  
• Aged, Blind or Disabled 
• Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if they meet the 

financial criteria.  
 

To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a person will need to 
apply for and receive a disability determination from the Social 
Security Administration. To be considered disabled, a person must 
have a physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that appears 
reasonably certain to continue at least 12 months without significant 
improvement and that substantially impairs his/her ability to perform 
labor or services or to engage in a useful occupation.  
 
In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may qualify to have 
medical benefits pay their Medicare premiums, co-payments and 
deductibles as a Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified 
Disabled and Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low Income 
Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more information about these 
programs).  
 
The recipient's monthly income and resources must meet guidelines. 
People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" group may also 
qualify for a State Supplemental Payment. 
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Appendix C 
CMHC Service Areas 

 
City   Program  Telephone  

El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  

405-262-3209  

Elk  City   
Beckham County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  

580-323-6021  

Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  
supportive residential program  

580-357-7967  

Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  

405-321-7331  

Norman  
Transition House, Inc.  
supportive residential program 
http://www.thouse.org  

405-360-7926  

Oklahoma 
City   

NAMI Oklahoma   
advocacy group  

405-230-1900  

Oklahoma 
City   

Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 
advocacy group  

405-604-6975  
or toll-free at 1-888-
424-1305  

Oklahoma 
City   

Oklahoma County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  

405-858-2880  

Oklahoma 
City   

Parents as Partners 
Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 

Health  

405-232-2796 
or toll-free at 

1-866-492-KIDS  

Oklahoma 
City   

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 
Department of Pediatrics  
screening for effects of prenatal  
substance abuse exposure  

405-271-6824  
Ext. 110  

Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  580-762-8121  

Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  
youth crisis intervention  

918-647-4196  

Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  
psychosocial clubhouse  

918-749-2141  

Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 
homeless  

918-585-3337  

Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa   
advocacy program  

918-582-8264  

Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  
comprehensive services support for children  918-495-0770  

Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  
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Appendix D 
SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 

 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 

Feb 1 thru 29, 2012 

Draft proposal document 
Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 
Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 
Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK duals 

Dual eligible staff 

Feb 1 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 

Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 

Dual eligible staff 
PHPG consultants 

Feb 27 thru  
Apr 20, 2012 

Create  draft dual eligible proposal Dual eligible staff 

Mar 15 thru  
May20, 2012 

Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and leaders 
Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 

Dual eligible staff  
Stakeholders 

Mar 22 to  
May 20, 2012 

Public comment period Public 

May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS Dual eligible staff 

May 31  thru  
Jun 15, 2012 

Determine requirements for implementation and start date 
Clarify potential rule changes and SPA’s 
Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, identification and data exchange 
Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 

OHCA staff 

May 31 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 

CMS proposal review 
CMS 
OHCA staff 

June 15 thru  
Aug 15, 2012 

Develop MOU with CMS 
Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 

CMS 
OHCA staff 

Jun 1 thru  
Jul 30, 2012 

Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 

Aug 15 thru  
Sep 30, 2012 

Finalize MOU with CMS  
Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 

CMS 
OHCA staff 

Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 

Sep 1 thru Oct 1, 2012 Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 

Dec 1, 2012 thru  
Feb 1, 2013 

Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  implementation,  Dual eligible staff 

Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 

Oct 31 thru  
Dec 31, 2012 

Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 
OHCA staff, vendor, 
CMS 

Jan 1 thru Jul 1, 2013 Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation strategy. OHCA staff, vendor  

Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration OHCA staff, vendor 
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Appendix E 
THIZ Workplan/Timeline 

 
Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 

Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 

Draft proposal review 
Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 
Integrate stakeholder comments 
Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 

OHCA/THIZ and 
Stakeholders 

Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 

May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 

Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 

Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 

Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 

Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 

Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 

Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 
Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 

THIZ 

Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  

Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 
Budget Requested for THIZ 

 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 

Staff Project Manager 
 

Project Management, program development, staff and 
contract supervision 

1.0 $87,619 

 Clinical Analyst 
 

Develop new systems as necessary to support the 
implementation for the proposal. 

1.0 $67,464 

 Data Analyst 
 

Develop metrics and measurement tools necessary for 
evaluation of the program. 

1.0 $67,464 

 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of system. 
Make recommendations for change based on data 
available. 

.5 $40,200 

 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 
organizations in fulfilling the model 

1.0 $67,464 

 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and report 
measurement metrics. 

1.0 $67,464 

Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 
HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and analysis 

platform, data transfer and management 
 $100,000 

Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem for 
required meetings 
Mileage for meetings 
 

Use funds for state staff travel necessary to support 
the design activities and discussions with federal 
partners ,Quarterly Project meetings, community 
meeting mileage  

3 staff 
@ 4 meetings 
 
Mileage 

$ 22,000 
 
 
 

Meetings Member/Stakeholder 
Community  

Regional meetings to introduce care coordination 
model, meals for guests, facilities 

 $ 40,000 

Supplies and Materials  Member mailings, brochures, training materials, and 
publications 

 $ 10,000 
$105,000 

Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 
Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 
Integrated Care Sites Benefits 

 
The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 

 

 
 

• Primary Care Services
• Nursing Center
• Physical Therapy
• Occupational Therapy
• Recreational Therapy
• Nutritional Counseling
• Social Services
• Meals

ICS 
Facility/Contracted 

Facility 

• Dentistry
• Optometry
• Audiology
• Podiatry
• Cardiology
• Rheumatology

Medical Specialists

• Home Health Care Services
• Personal Care ServicesHome Care Services

• To and from the PACE Center
• To and from all medical appointmentsTransportation Services

• All Necessary prescription Drugs
• Pharmacy Services

Prescription and 
Medication Management

• Acute Hospital Care
• Respite Care
• Family/Caregiver Support Services
• Medical Equipment and Supplies
• Laboratory Tests
• Hearing/Vision Services
• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary)
• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team

Other Services
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Appendix H 
Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 

Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 
Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE 

• Overview of Duals Project 
• Cherokee Elder Care 
• Adult Day Center vs. PACE 
• PACE Enrollment 
• PACE Disenrollment 
• Availability of Partnerships 

Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 

• Partnerships would avoid duplication services 
• Transportation is major barrier 
• Funding is major Barrier 
• Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 
• Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 

 

Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 
Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 14 
Discussion Topics • Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 

• Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 
• Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 
• Overview of PACE 
• Challenges of PACE 
• Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 

Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 

• PACE marketing may be challenging 
• Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 
• Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in PACE due to age 

 

Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 
Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 6 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 

• Financial Impact of PACE 
• Cost of Starting a PACE program 
• Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 

Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 

• Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 
• Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 
• Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 
• Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 

 

Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  
Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 

• Possible partnership to develop PACE 
• PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  
• Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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• Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 
Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 

• Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 
• Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 
• Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 

 

Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 
Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 8 
Discussion Topics • Overview of PACE model 

• City’s involvement in establishing PACE 
• Possible locations for PACE in Alva 
• Infrastructure and Transportation 
• Stability of PACE 
• Financial Model of PACE 

Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 

• Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 
• No adult day health program in the town 
• Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 
• Area is very rural 

 

Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 
Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 
# of Attendees 7 
Discussion Topics • Overview of Duals Project 

• Overview of PACE Expansion 
• Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 
• Locations for possible PACE Center 
• Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 

Feedback: Concerns/ 
Barriers/Interests 

• Start-up costs is a barrier 
• Location for PACE center/services 

    

Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 
# of Attendees 32  

Questions Responses 
How many people receive Medicare benefits? • Majority of hands raised 
How many people receive Medicaid benefits? • Some hands raised 
What are some things you like about your current health plan? • Medicare pays the bills 

• Medicare does the paperwork 
• Likes supplemental insurance plan 
• Likes mostly everything about plan 

What are some things you dislike about your current health plan? • Does not cover eye care 
• Does not cover vision care 
• Does not cover dental care 

Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor’s visit. • Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 
• Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 
• Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  
• No time spent on answering questions about personal health 

What health benefits/services are most important to you?  • Eye care 
• Ear care 
• Dental care 
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• Foot Care 
• Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 

How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan? • Most people fairly satisfied 
• Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity of 

medications for what they pay 
• Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 

How would you feel if your health services, social interaction, meals, 
and therapy were located in one location? 

• Too Good to Be True 
• Sounds like Obamacare – don’t like it 

 
Additional Comments/Concerns • Wants a health care plan that does not charge a premium 

• Does not want to travel outside home area for routine care 
• Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 
• Would like PCP to listen more 
• Would change PCP if necessary to get better care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 

Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 
Parties 

July – September 
2011 

• Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 
• Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 
• Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE expansion 

State PACE Staff  

October – December  
2011 

• Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 
• Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather information regarding trends 

in PACE implementation 
• Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to organizations 

State PACE Staff 

January – February 
2012 

• Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 
• Create draft dual eligible proposal 

State PACE Staff 

March – May 
2012 

• Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 
• Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 
• Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 
• Submitted Final Proposal 
• Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 

State PACE Staff 

June – July  
2012 

• CMS proposal review 
• Release RFI 

CMS/OHCA 

July – December 
2012 

• 1115 Waiver application process 
• Review RFI 
• Release RFP 

PACE Staff/OHCA  

January – March 2013 
• Review RFP responses 
• Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 

State PACE Staff 

March – December 2013 
• Review ICS Applications 
• Approve  ICS Application 

State PACE Staff 

January 2014 • Program Implementation ICS organization 
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Member is determined a 

Care Coordinator 
Contacts member 

Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 

most acute primary 
care needs 

Intake 
Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 
Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 
disease(s) and adherence to 
prescribed drug treatments. 

Assessment 
CC will look at other services member 
has access to including but not 
limited to having a case manager or 
monitoring and supporting one’s own 
health. 

Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 
of care and other guidelines. 
Adherence to their doctor’s 
treatment plans, motivation to adopt 
healthful lifestyle changes. After 
Action plan is agreed upon, determine 
method of future contact. 

Future methods of contact est. 

Approval 
Satisfaction 

Survey 

Acceptance 
And member 
continues to 

manage health 
effectively Next steps 

Determine next 
intervention 

Reassess action plan 

Reassess member and revisit 
action plan 

ICT 
ICT and CC identifies appropriate 
steps to enhancing member’s needs 
developing a care plan. CC may only 
need to review member’s records. 
Based on ICT, patient is now in 
(SoonerCare Silver) Care 
Coordination.  
For example: Specific behavioral and 
cognitive goals are set for each 
patient and monitored regularly.  
(Regular contact with Case Manager) 
 

Intake process 

Action Plan 
developed with 

(ICT) 

Review Action 
Plan with Member 

Continued contact with 
member 

Follow up is action being 
followed? 

Member Follow up 

FLOW CHART is BASED on: 
• Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 

Wellness Principles 
• Self-directed Care with a liaison to 

PCP office and to member 
• Evidence based Proven principles 

from OHCA 
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Financial Models to Support State Efforts to Coordinate Care for Medicare-Medicaid Enrollees 

Demonstration Proposal 

Oklahoma 

Summary:  In July 2011, CMS released a State Medicaid Directors' letter regarding two new models CMS 

will test for States to better align the financing of the Medicare and Medicaid programs, and integrate 

primary, acute, behavioral health and long term supports and services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.  

These two models include: 

 Capitated Model: A State, CMS, and a health plan enter into a three-way contract, and the plan 
receives a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive, coordinated care.  

 Managed Fee-for-Service Model: A State and CMS enter into an agreement by which the State 
would be eligible to benefit from savings resulting from initiatives designed to improve quality 
and reduce costs for both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 

To participate, States must demonstrate their ability to meet or exceed certain CMS established 

standards and conditions in either/both of these models. These standards and conditions include factors 

such as beneficiary protections, stakeholder engagement, and network adequacy among others.  In 

order for CMS to determine whether the standards and conditions have been met, States are asked to 

submit a demonstration proposal that outlines their proposed approach for the selected financial 

model(s). The Oklahoma Health Care Authority has submitted this proposal for CMS review. 

As part of the review process, CMS will seek public comment through a 30-day notice period.  During 

this time, interested individuals or groups may submit comments to help inform CMS’ review of the 

proposal. 

CMS will make all decisions related to the implementation of proposed demonstrations following a 

thorough review of the proposal and supporting documentation. Further discussion and/or 

development of certain aspects of the demonstration (e.g., quality measures, rate methodology, etc.)  

may be required before any formal agreement is finalized.    

Publication of this proposal does not imply CMS approval of the demonstration.   

Invitation for public comment:  We welcome public input on this proposal.  To be assured 

consideration, please submit comments by 5 p.m. EDT, July 1, 2012.  You may submit comments on this 

proposal to OK-MedicareMedicaidCoordination@cms.hhs.gov. 
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State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 
 

This document is Oklahoma‘s proposal for ―State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible 

Individuals‖.  The document describes in detail how the Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA), 

Oklahoma‘s single state Medicaid agency, will implement and operate an integrated delivery system and 

payment model aimed at improving the quality, coordination, and cost-effectiveness of care for dual 

eligible individuals.  Through the submission of this proposal to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 

Innovation (CMMI), Oklahoma is pursuing a three-pronged approach for integrating care for the state‘s 

dual eligible population.   
 

1) Oklahoma‘s care coordination program design fully integrates the health services delivery 

mechanisms for Medicare and Medicaid (known as SoonerCare in Oklahoma) for Oklahoma‘s 

dually eligible members.  By looking at claims and working with an interdisciplinary care team, this 

approach creates the ability to better manage a dually eligible member‘s care.  This level of 

integration will create a better understanding of benefits and services available to those served by 

SoonerCare and Medicare.  Through the newly developed care coordination program, OHCA seeks 

to improve member access to appropriate services, integrate a comprehensive range of services for 

individuals, and create significant cost savings. 
 

2) In partnership with the University of Oklahoma School of Community Medicine at Tulsa (SOCM), 

the second approach to care integration that Oklahoma is pursuing is a multi-tiered approach to care 

coordination by focusing on a) the redesign of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care 

coordination services, b) the inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the 

management of the population, c) the use of community level integrated care plans,  d) the 

development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of chronic disease, 

and e) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.  
 

3) Oklahoma‘s final approach to the integration of care for duals involves the creation of an Integrated 

Care Sites (ICS) demonstration design that would utilize the proven infrastructure of the Program of 

All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) model, while making some modifications to the existing 

PACE criteria.  The ICS will allow for a greater number of individuals to benefit from the proven 

high quality of care received through the integrated care system of the PACE model.  The ICS 

demonstration is an effort to display ways that will enhance the scalability and effectiveness of the 

PACE model. 
 

Concept #1- SoonerCare Silver 
Executive Summary 

In order to more efficiently provide quality health care to our dual eligible population, the OHCA has 

designed a model of care coordination services.  This model will impact the health outcomes for the 

target population by improving care management and access, while reducing costs by improving 

efficiency and reducing duplication of services.  Care for the dual eligible population has historically 

been fragmented with services often duplicated, gaps in care and overall poor health outcomes.  
 

The OHCA care coordination program known as ―SoonerCare Silver‖ aims to improve the integration of 

care by adding care coordination to the infrastructure of services a dually eligible member currently 

receives.  The care coordinator will serve as a bridge between Medicare, Medicaid, providers and the 

member to improve communication, reduce redundancies and help to ensure the member is receiving all 

the quality care he or she needs.  This care will center on an Interdisciplinary Care Team (ICT) that will 
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work collectively to develop and implement the member‘s action plan to achieve a positive health 

outcome.   
 

Table 1: Care Coordination Overview Chart 

Target Population (All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ 

subset/etc.) 
All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees  

Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 

Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  

Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for Demonstration 79,891 

Geographic Service Area (Statewide or listing of pilot service 

areas) 
Statewide  

Summary of Covered Benefits  

Along with existing Medicare and Medicaid health 

benefits, care coordination services will be offered to 

the eligible full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees.   

Financing Model Fee-for-Service 

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 

detailed information) 

Full Stakeholder Meetings:  September 2011 thru 

March 2012 

Workgroup meetings: October  2011 thru February 

2012 

Member/Caregiver Focus Groups:  February 2012 

Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 

2012 

Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 

Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 

Background 

Oklahomans who are considered to be full benefit dual eligible members receive services from both 

Medicare and SoonerCare. Individuals considered Specified Low-income Medicare Beneficiaries 

(SLMB) only and Qualifying Individuals (Q1) are not considered ―full benefit‖ duals. The bulk of 

Medicare spending is for physician visits, inpatient, outpatient, hospital services, prescription drug 

coverage, and skilled nursing; the bulk of Medicaid spending for dually eligible individuals is for long-

term care services.  Fragmented care and lack of coordination between Medicare and Medicaid services 

often lead to poor health outcomes, and extremely high costs.  Recently, national attention is being 

directed to the utilization patterns and rate of expenditures for this population. 
 

In response to the opportunity provided by CMMI, the OHCA seeks to better coordinate care for dually 

eligible SoonerCare members by utilizing proven strategies to overcome barriers to effective health care 

delivery services resulting in 1) integrated access to primary care and behavioral health services, 2) 

improved care coordination and health outcomes and 3) reduced costs for care to the target population.   
 

The Oklahoma care coordination program seeks to respect the differences between Medicare and 

SoonerCare while providing care coordination at the point of member access to services through the two 

healthcare systems.  Through the implementation of this program, these dually eligible SoonerCare 

members will have a care coordination process that connects duals to their health providers in an 

efficient and culturally competent fashion; connects new dual eligible members to the service delivery 

system as quickly as possible; and offers ongoing assistance to navigate both Medicare and Medicaid. 
 

Historically, barriers to effective care coordination between Medicare and Medicaid have been 

differences in benefits, different billing systems, different processes for eligibility, enrollment and 

appeals, and different payment methodologies.  Care coordination of services will reduce member 

barriers to gaining information, and allows members to have an initial awareness of the comprehensive 
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benefits that are afforded them through combined benefit offerings.  Care coordination program staff can 

direct members to physicians and providers who have agreed to serve people who are dually eligible, 

and who are more thoroughly educated about the complex health needs of duals and frequently 

reoccurring comorbidities.  
 

Figures from March 2011 SoonerCare fact sheet and the Medicare Resource Center indicates that of the 

727,369 SoonerCare members, and 607,465 Medicare members, there were 7.8% or 104,538 people 

who were eligible in both categories at the same time, and are called dually eligible
1
.  In June 2011, 

there were 79,891 full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees statewide
2
.  Total enrollment for dual 

eligible SoonerCare members are comprised of Caucasian 77.9%, Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 

1%, African American 12.5%, Asian 1.3%, American Indian 7.5%, and those with multiple races are 

0.7%
3
.  By age and gender, the demographics of this population are: females 65 and older-36%; females 

less than 65 years-27%; males 65 and older-15%; and males less than age 65 -22%
4
.  

The dual eligible population has higher rates of poor health than those members on just Medicare or 

SoonerCare.  They are characterized as weak, frail, and having multiple chronic conditions.  They also 

may be lower functioning, have mental and behavioral health impairments and have a higher rate of 

being low-income
5
.  Analysis of SoonerCare claims for dual eligible members supports national trending 

in categories of services delivered and rate of expenditures.  Dual eligible members present a challenge 

as they constitute a small percentage of the SoonerCare population, but represent a much higher 

percentage of spending.  Looking at those without existing case management services, 62 percent were 

characterized by high per member per month spending with high rates of inpatient, outpatient, Skilled 

Nursing Facility (SNF) and/or physician utilization.  The top 10 costliest conditions for all dual eligibles 

are presented in appendix A in more detail.   
 

The chart below describes an internal analysis of Long-term Care Support (LTSS) services for all 

Oklahoma duals as of June 2011: 
Chart 1- Long Term Care Support Services Analysis 

 Overall Individuals receiving 

LTSS in institutional 

settings 

Individuals receiving 

LTSS in HCBS settings 

other 

Overall total  105,532 13,486 21,821  

Individuals age 65+ 54,313 10,709 12,028  

Individuals under age 65  51,219 2,777 9,793  

Individuals with a serious mental 

illness 

8,421 383 1,085 6,953 

 

Care Model Overview 

Oklahoma‘s 77 counties are categorized as urban, rural and mixed (urban and rural).  The four urban 

counties, Cleveland, Comanche, Oklahoma and Tulsa account for 45.4% of the state‘s population.  

Another 8.9% of the population lives in one of the five mixed counties, Canadian, Logan, Creek, 

McClain and Wagoner, with the remaining 45.7% of the state‘s citizens living in one of the remaining 

68 rural counties
6
.  The Oklahoma SoonerCare Silver care coordination program will cover dual eligible 

members residing in all of Oklahoma‘s counties with limited exceptions.  
 

                                                 
1 Retrieved from the Medicare Resource Center http://www.medicareresources.org/oklahoma 
2 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
3 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records. 
4 June 2011 Internal document with detailed analysis pulled from SoonerCare enrollment records.  **Data extracted for Race and Age details were at a 

different point in time than overall numbers. 
5 Kaiser Family Foundation, 2007 
6 Retrieved from State of the State‘s rural Health http://www.healthsciences.okstate.edu/ruralhealth/mapshow/images/07-CntyClass_lg.jpg 
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Individuals receiving care coordination through other programs such as Tulsa‘s Health Innovation Zone 

(THIZ), PACE and the ICS will be excluded from the SoonerCare Silver care coordination program.  All 

other dual eligible individuals who are not receiving care coordination services through their current 

benefit program will be eligible to receive care coordination through the SoonerCare Silver program.  
 

General eligibility information is summarized in the following table.  Complete Medicare and Medicaid 

Eligibility guidelines are described in Appendix B. 
 

Table 2-Eligibility Criteria 

Medicare Medicaid 

Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 

spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-

covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 

a citizen or permanent resident of the United States.  If 

you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 

if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal disease 

(permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 

transplant). 

There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 

A benefits at age 65 without having to pay premiums. 

There are conditions and guidelines for obtaining Part 

A benefits under age 65 without having to pay 

premiums. 

 

 

In general, the following groups of individuals may 

qualify for SoonerCare services: 

Adults with children under 19  

Children under 19 and pregnant women  

Individuals 65 and older  

Individuals who are blind or who have disabilities  

Women under 65 in need of breast or cervical cancer 

treatment  

Sooner Plan - Men and women 19 and older with family 

planning needs 

In addition to the citizenship and the state residency 

requirements, a SoonerCare applicant must meet 

categorical and financial requirements. 

SoonerCare Income Guidelines are available on OHCA‘s 

website http://www.okhca.org/  

 

As a part of the proposed care coordination program, individuals eligible for full benefits of Medicaid 

and Medicare will automatically be enrolled in the SoonerCare Silver program.  Members will be 

required to make a decision and take action to opt out of the program, should they choose to no longer 

participate and be contacted by a care coordinator.  Outreach and education of potential members prior 

to auto-enrollment in SoonerCare Silver will be detailed in the three way contract between an outside 

vendor, OHCA, and CMS. 
 

Oklahoma‘s care coordination model for duals will benefit from a well-established network of support 

for implementation, with a variety of proven programs that provide long-term care services and support 

for dual eligible members.  These members will now be offered the additional service of care 

coordination, as an overlay for long-term care and waiver participants.  The added benefit of care 

coordination will become the hub of what links all of the member‘s services together.  The care 

coordinator will work directly with individuals and those who provide services for a dual eligible, such 

as the nurse case manager, social worker and other providers who are currently providing services to the 

member.  For all members, no changes will be made to coverage for existing Part D services.  Care 

coordinators will help members navigate Part D services as needed.  The care coordinator will also serve 

as a liaison to the ICT to ensure the best plan of care for the individual member residing in the 

community or a facility.  
 

The SoonerCare Health Management Program (HMP) is an example of a successfully operated OHCA 

care management program.  This program utilizes a two-armed approach.  Currently, selected 

SoonerCare Choice Primary Care Providers (PCPs) are offered one-on-one staff assistance, called 

―practice facilitation‖.  Providers are generally selected for the program through predictive modeling 

software that identifies them to have a panel of patients with high chronic disease burden.  In general, 
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practice facilitators collaborate with PCPs and their office staff to improve their efficiency and quality of 

care through implementation of enhanced disease management protocols and improved patient tracking 

and reporting systems
7
.  The second arm of the HMP is Nurse Care management.  This program is 

offered to 5,000 SoonerCare Choice members with chronic disease determined by predictive modeling 

software to be at highest risk.  These members receive a comprehensive assessment which results in 

education, an individualized action plan and self-management supports.  
 

Lessons learned from OHCA‘s HMP will be incorporated into the care coordination program, providing 

appropriate and proficient services that address the needs of the Medicare and Medicaid population.  

People who are dually eligible, even those with the most complex health needs, are excluded from HMP.  

But, the HMP has developed effective protocols for addressing the health needs that can be modeled for 

the dually eligible.  Such medical and supportive services can be used with the dual eligible population 

to identify opportunities for intervention within the care coordination program. 
 

Another successful care management program administered by OHCA is SoonerCare Care Management 

(SCCM).  SCCM is for members who have complex medical and behavioral health needs who are 

directed to specific programs that address their exceptional health care needs and accompanying costs.  

SCCM targets specific health issues for members including, but not limited to: the coordination of out of 

state care; breast and cervical cancer; high risk obstetrics and pregnancies; hemophilia; at-risk infants 

and early childhood mortality prevention; coordination of bilingual services, and a range of referrals for 

supportive services, such as private duty nursing; assessment of waivers, and some in home assessments.  
 

OHCA is currently partnering with the State Mental Health Authority (SMHA) and the Oklahoma 

Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODMHSAS) to implement the health 

homes model.  Health homes are designed to serve people with chronic mental illnesses.  Children 

diagnosed as Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) - the term used to describe children who qualify, 

and Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI) - the term for qualifying adults are served by a nurse care manager, 

who coordinates a team of professionals that determine the best services for the member. 
 

Health homes will be hosted by ODMHSAS through the statewide network of community mental health 

centers (CMHCs) and their satellite locations, which have historically provided community-based 

mental health services.  The CMHCs provide screening, assessment and referral services, emergency 

services, therapy, psychiatric rehabilitation, case management, and other community support services 

designed to assist adult mental health consumers with living as independently as possible and to provide 

therapeutic services for children who are demonstrating symptoms of emotional disturbance.  All 

CMHCs provide services to both adults and children.  
 

With the integration of health homes, the CMHC‘s will have the additional offering of providing wrap 

around comprehensive behavioral health services to eligible members with an established PCP 

relationship.  There are fifteen CMHCs, five of which are state-operated facilities and the other ten are 

contracted non-profit providers, together they provide services in all 77 counties in Oklahoma.  Most 

centers have satellite offices or other specialized programs within their service areas.  Projections about 

numbers of health homes participants indicate approximately 1400 adults are estimated to be dual 

eligible.  CMHCs and their service areas can be viewed as Appendix C, or at ODMHSAS‘ website 

http://ok.gov/odmhsas/.  
 

Another community support program for children with behavioral health conditions is Systems of Care. 

The purpose is to reduce inpatient hospitalization with a team comprised of the member, a Care 

                                                 
7 SoonerCare HMP Evaluation 
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Coordinator (CC), a Family Support Provider (FSP), OKDHS Child Welfare Worker, counselor, 

teacher, and others.  A care plan is developed and each person on the team is responsible for a task to be 

completed.  Weekly visits by the CC and FSP to the member are maintained and the team meets once a 

month. 
 

As identified earlier, these programs are not specifically targeted towards members who are dually 

eligible, (HMP excludes dual eligibles altogether, and SCCM  serve some duals but not exclusively) 

these programs still provide a rich array of information that can be used to significantly improve the 

delivery of all Medicare and Medicaid services.  As well as provide an improved response to the need 

for a complex care continuum, based on their respective program‘s steady responses to a population who 

resides in the same state, and whose health needs are strikingly similar. Health Homes and Systems of 

Care are additional programs that will help provide a framework of information for providing care 

coordination to the duals.  
 

Roughly, 35,000 duals are enrolled in either a waiver or long-term care program.  Through these 

programs, members are offered case management services.  While case management provides some help 

with support services and other programs along with monitoring a member‘s health and welfare, case 

management does not offer clinical disease management services.   
 

A care coordinator monitoring a dual enrolled in a waiver or long term-care program, may offer services  

complementary to existing services with the added benefit of disease management.  For example, 

individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) and mental disabilities are assigned a care 

coordinator who knows how to handle these complex issues.  The care coordinator will be responsible 

for working with the ICT to come up with an action plan specific to these individual‘s needs.  No 

services will be added to those with End Stage Renal Disease and mental disabilities other than layering 

care coordination on their existing services. 
 

These individuals would benefit from the care coordination program, because services they would 

receive would be oriented toward quality oversight and addressing gaps in their existing care.  Care 

coordination will not duplicate existing services given to a member.  Those members not in a waiver or 

HCBS, will receive the full services of care coordination encompassing both Medicare and Medicaid 

savings.
8
  Table 3 outlines the Waiver and Long-term services that may already be provided to a dual 

eligible member; notice none are receiving disease management services. 
 

Table 3-Summary of Waiver and Long-Term Care Programs in Oklahoma (Publicly Funded) 

Name Operator 
Targeted 

Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 

Advantage 

Waiver 

OKDHS-

Aging 

Elderly, 

physically 

disabled 21+ 

HCBS OKDHS 

Case managers from private industry provider 

agencies develop a waiver services plan that takes 

into account the member‘s informal supports and 

other programs.  These providers are responsible 

for monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 

member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 

is not in case management scope. 

Community 

Waiver 

OKDHS-

DDSD 

MR/DD ages 3 

and older 
HCBS OKDHS 

For each of these waiver programs, State agency 

case managers develop service plans, which include 

residential services.  These case managers are 

responsible for monitoring the adequacy of the plan 

and the member‘s health and welfare.  Disease 

Homeward 

Bound 

Waiver 

OKDHS-

DDSD 
Class members HCBS OKDHS 

                                                 
8 PHPG 
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Name Operator 
Targeted 

Population 
Services Funding Case Management Services Provided 

In-home 

Supports for 

Adults 

Waiver 

OKDHS-

DDSD 

MR/DD 18 and 

older 
HCBS OKDHS 

management is not in case management scope. 

In-home 

Supports for 

Children 

Waiver 

OKDHS-

DDSD 

MR/DD ages 3- 

17 
HCBS OKDHS 

PACE 
OHCA-

OLL 
55 and older 

Capitated 

model 

Medicare 

& 

Medicaid 

The PACE provider furnishes case management 

and is responsible for development of a service 

plan. 

Living 

Choice 

demonstration 

OHCA-

OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 

For these waiver programs, case managers from 

private industry provider agencies develop a 

transition/community plan that takes into account 

the member‘s informal supports and other 

programs.  These providers are responsible for 

monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 

member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 

is not in case management scope. 

 

 

My Life; My 

Choice 

Waiver 

OHCA-

OLL 

Living Choice 

(MFP) 

graduates with 

physical 

disabilities and 

younger than 65 

HCBS OHCA 

Sooner 

Seniors 

Waiver 

OHCA-

OLL 

Living Choice 

(MFP) 

graduates who 

are 65 and older 

HCBS OHCA 

Medically 

Fragile 

Waiver 

OHCA-

OLL 
19 and older HCBS OHCA 

Nursing 

Facilities or 

ICFs-MR 

OHCA   OHCA 

Member is admitted to facility under physician‘s 

orders and is monitored 24/7 by staff.  A Minimum 

Data Set is completed and the care plan is 

developed accordingly.  The MDS is reviewed at 

least quarterly or when a significant change in the 

member‘s condition occurs. 

State Plan 

Personal Care 

OKDHS-

Aging 
All ages 

Personal 

care 
OKDHS 

Nurses from private industry provider agencies 

develop a personal care services plan that takes into 

account the member‘s informal supports and other 

programs.  These providers are responsible for 

monitoring the adequacy of the plan and the 

member‘s health and welfare.  Disease management 

is not in the scope of personal care services.  In 

addition, the State agency nurse who assesses the 

member performs ongoing monitoring and makes a 

determination regarding level of care. 

Key terms: OKDHS- Oklahoma Department of Human Services; HCBS- Home & Community Based Services; 

OKDHS/DDSD- Developmental Disabilities Services Division; MR/DD- Mentally Retardation/Developmentally 

Disabled; OLL- Opportunities for Living Life; MFP- Money Follows the Person; ICF-MR- Intermediate Care 

Facilities for Mental Retardation 
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Once the dual eligible member is enrolled in SoonerCare Silver and agrees to care coordination, the care 

coordinator will review the member‘s current level of participation to determine if the member is 

already enrolled in any existing program.  The care coordinator will specifically check other OHCA 

programs, to determine if the member is engaged with a) current Medicaid waivers and/or State plan 

services available to this population; (b) existing managed long-term care programs; (c) existing 

specialty behavioral health plans; (d) integrated programs via Medicare Advantage Special Need Plans 

(SNPs) or PACE programs, and (e) other state payment/delivery initiatives or demonstrations.  The care 

coordination staff can monitor the member‘s participation through the case manager or through case 

management electronic data access.  Table 4 below is an overall comparison of expenditures and 

utilization rates for the dually eligible. 
 

In an analysis by the Pacific Health Policy Group (PHPG), members can be separated by four distinct 

populations.  

1) Frail elderly and persons with physical disabilities enrolled in the ADvantage Home and 

Community Based Services (HCBS) waiver; 

2) Nursing facility residents;  

3) Persons with developmental disabilities, including those enrolled in the Developmental 

Disabilities Service Division (DDSD) waiver;  

4) ―Target‖ group consisting of persons not falling into one of the first three categories.  
 

Table 4- Summary Comparison of Enrollment, Expenditures and Utilization Rates (CY 2009) 

Population 

Chronically 

Ill Dual 

Eligibles 

Medicare 

Member 

Months 

Total Medicare/ 

Medicaid 

Spending 

PMPM 

Spending 

Total IP 

Admissions 

per 1,000 

Total 

OP 

Visits 

per 

1,000 

Total SNF 

Days 

per 1,000 

Total 

Physician 

Visits 

per 1,000 

Target 48,423 550,730 $742,405,173 $1,348 428 4,073 685 6,073 

ADvantage 17,807 202,190 $749,839,047 $3,709 927 6,130 3,537 8,183 

Nursing 

Facility 
10,685 112,872 $596,809,419 $5,287 1,102 7,441 16,151 1,892 

DD 1,200 13,937 $92,656,620 $6,648 311 7,928 302 3,568 

TOTAL 
(Unduplicated

) 

 

78,115 

 

879,729 

 

$2,181,710,259 

 

$2,480 

 

627 

 

5,039 

 

3,319 

 

5,982 
 

Until this point, this document has referenced existing supports for dual eligible members.  This section 

will briefly describe potential sources of support that have been available, but have historically served a 

slightly different purpose in the dual eligible service system, and will require a new approach to solve an 

old problem.  
 

ER Utilization Program 

People who are dually eligible often have high rates of emergency room participation and hospital 

admissions.  As a part of implementing this proposal, traditional relationships with hospitals and their 

professional associations will need to be strengthened.  The hospitals serve as a significant provider of 

medical services to the dual population and SoonerCare.  An opportunity is now presented to discuss 

hospitalization and related issues with hospital administrators, focusing on methods that challenge 

inappropriate hospital use and reduce potentially avoidable hospitalizations (PAH).  According to a 

recent CMS Policy Insight Brief, in 2005 about 25% of hospitalizations were potentially avoidable, that 

is, by definition, ―hospitalizations that could have been avoided, either because the condition could have 

been prevented or treated outside a hospital setting of care‖.  Collaborating around the issue of 

Potentially Avoidable Hospitalizations (PAHs) creates an opportunity to improve both the quality of 

care for duals and reduce expenditures for all concerned.  OHCA has a chance to exploit the timing of 
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the recent initiative ―Partnership for Patients‖ which lists reducing hospital admissions by 20% as one of 

its goals. 
 

Through the development of relationships with dual eligible members, care coordinators can connect 

members to their PCP, and schedule appointments for their care around the member‘s personal schedule.  

This anticipated relationship is intended to help the member plan for health care services and visit the 

emergency room less frequently, because their needs are being addressed by their PCP. 
 

Facilitating a members schedule for more primary care office visits rather than ER visits and subsequent 

hospitalizations will result in tremendous cost savings, as members become more familiar with their 

PCP and the culture of scheduling health services.  Health care providers prepare daily to address the 

specific needs of the people who are scheduled, and become familiar with their health history and 

chronic conditions in preparation for the members visit.  In addition, practice facilitators, referenced 

earlier, educate providers about how the office can more effectively address the needs of each 

member/patient. 
 

Hospital Integrations 

Excerpts from a Kaiser Health Network article indicated that ―Hospitals can expect renewed efforts from 

CMS to cut readmissions.  In an effort to save money and improve care, Medicare, is about to release a 

final rule aimed at getting hospitals to pay more attention to patients after discharge.  A key component 

of the new approach is to cut back payments to hospitals where high numbers of patients are readmitted, 

prompting hospitals to make sure patients see their doctors and fill their prescriptions.‖ 
 

The article continues, ―With readmission rates affecting the bottom line, hospitals will feel the financial 

consequences to take action.  Many hospitals are already experimenting with transitional care programs 

that help manage the patient's care from the hospital to their home.  The Medicare reimbursement 

change could have lasting effects on care coordination with hospitals thinking about patients on an 

outpatient basis, rather than solely inpatient.‖  Dual eligible program administration is in a position to 

foster a new type of partnership with an old partner, both of whom share the common goals of quality 

care and reduced costs.  The care coordinator will work with the member‘s hospital to allow a better 

coordination between a member and hospital services. 
  

As the new care coordination program is implemented, an ICT will be consulted in order to come up 

with a patient‘s action plan.  This will include nurse care managers, along with social workers, 

pharmacists, and others, who can review the member‘s initial completed assessment data and make a 

recommendation about the most appropriate and most immediate medical intervention.  The review team 

can provide their recommendation by reviewing the data within the patient‘s records. 
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Figure 1- Interdisciplinary Care Team 
 

 
 

SoonerCare Silver Job Descriptions 

Care Coordinator  

This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 

license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  A minimum of two years full time professional clinical 

experience is required and preference will be given to those that have Medicaid or Medicare experience 

and who have worked with people with disabilities.  Responsibilities will include: Notifying the member 

of their new service, coordinating and facilitating access to medical and behavioral health care, helping 

manage their Part D coverage, completing action plans, incident reports as well as documenting progress 

of a member.  Routinely the Care Coordinator will review, research, and identify barriers to the 

improvement of a member‘s health care.  It will also be essential to maintain interaction with the 

member‘s primary care physician and relay or act as intermediary between the member and the 

provider/interdisciplinary team to communicate needed medical information. The care coordinator will 

also address any language barriers between a member and their needed health services. This may require 

a care coordinator to be bilingual. 
 

Social Services Coordinator 

The minimum requirement for this position is a bachelor degree in social work, behavioral or medical 

science or related field.  Also requires a minimum of two years of full-time social medical experience in 

an acute medical or psychiatric setting working with people with disabilities.  The Social Service 

Coordinator will facilitate activities related to the interdisciplinary team decisions which involve the 

member and their medical/ behavioral health care document progress.  The Social Services Coordinator 

will also address the social and daily living skills of the member.  Referrals will be made to community 

resources/social agencies in a member‘s residency area if needed.  Individuals may assist in educating a 

member how to care for their individual medical or behavioral health care needs. 
 

Nurse Care Management Supervisor  

This position will require a nursing degree from an accredited college or university with a current valid 

license as a Registered Nurse in Oklahoma.  In addition the position will require four years minimum of 

experience in a medical or behavioral health setting and one year as a Nurse Care Coordinator working 

with people with disabilities.  The ability to write reports, study and interpret governmental regulations 

as well as ensuring adherence of outline plans will also be necessary.  The Nurse Care Management 

Supervisor will have the ability to effectively present information to different groups of interest or to the 

public in general.  Additional duties will include: interviewing, training staff, assigning, monitoring, and 

tracking performance. 
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Behavioral Health Specialist 

The staff for this position will possess a master‘s degree or higher in social work or psychology, or in a 

program which qualifies for licensure in any of these areas: licensed professional counselor, or licensed 

marital and family therapist, or psychologist.  This position also calls for at least four years of full time 

professional experience with at least one year of experience in administrative or management position. 

This position will refer members to behavioral health community resources and have the ability to 

communicate with the interdisciplinary care team to ensure services needed are linked with the member.   
 

Administrative/Management 

The remaining administrative/management duties will be contracted by an outside vendor that will be 

responsible for: 

 Hiring staff 

 Ensuring staff educate members and caregivers respective of individual illnesses 

 Enrollment/disenrollment of members 

 Adhering to guidelines in relation to rules and regulations set in contract 

 Assuring no gaps in services for the members in continuity of care process 

 Providing quality of care and satisfaction surveys 

 Referral and authorization processes 

 Assist with claims submission 

 Ensuring all personnel be trained in an appropriate manner for the population being served. 

 Determining how care coordination between hospitals, care transitions and operations and the 

care coordinator will be handled 
 

Figure 2-Member Process into the SoonerCare Silver Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flow chart above describes the member‘s movement through the care coordination system, and the 

services that are available as the member completes enrollment and engages with the care coordination 

process.  Note that a member has the freedom to exit the system at any time during the process.  The 

member‘s caregiver who is typically a family member or a friend will be considered a vital part of the 

support team and included in the discussions and decision making regarding the member‘s care plan.  
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This caregiver will assist with communication with the care coordinator and the ICT to ensure that the 

member receives needed services and the best quality of care.  
 

The recommend process for serving dual eligible members is based on a summary of OHCA‘s 

experience with existing care coordination efforts and findings of evidenced based practices that appear 

to have relevance for Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population.  OHCA will implement a care coordination 

program replicating the major evidence based features that are associated with program success and that 

appear to match the health care needs of the dual eligible population.  Those evidenced based features 

are: 

 Staffing ratio and qualifications of the ICT. 

 Frequency and method of contact (# of times monthly, in-person or by phone.)  

 Examining patterns of hospitalization and immediate risk of hospitalization (in the near term). 

 Work with hospitals to gain timely information on patient‘s hospitalization and enhance the care 

coordinator‘s potential to manage transitions and reduce short-term readmissions. 

 Provide member education about medication and general health literacy. 

 Ensure that the care coordinator has frequent opportunities to interact formally with physicians.  

Some practices have made onsite space available for the care coordinator to meet with the patients 

privately before or after their visits. 

 Allowing members to opt-out or change their level of participation at any time during the program. 

 Estimates of Return on Investment (ROI). 

 Improved outcomes and member satisfaction. 
 

After a member is contacted by a care coordinator, the care coordinator will be required to perform 

ongoing assessments.  Should a member need help with arranging hospitalization services; the care 

coordinator will help arrange those services. A member may also be given a referral from a behavioral 

health specialist on the ICT, who contacts the member directly, and provides information on behavioral 

health resources convenient to their geographic location.   

 

Nearly half of the dually eligible have some combination of physical and behavioral health co-

morbidities.  Behavioral health is an important component of the integration of care for the dual eligible 

population, due to its continuing presence in the co-morbidities (including substance abuse issues) and 

must be given special attention, or risk being omitted from traditional primary care services.  Currently, 

both SoonerCare and Medicare have limited behavioral health services and rely heavily on acute 

psychiatric hospitalization, outpatient treatment and pharmaceutical services.  The implementation of a 

care coordination model with such a focus ensures that initial assessments address behavioral health 

concerns and that case managers and care coordinators have access to and are knowledgeable about the 

importance of behavioral health services, and that they be made available through the service system.  It 

is also imperative to ensure 24/7 staff availability to authorize certain behavioral health services through 

the vender using family members/caregivers and non-medical staff to support members in connecting 

with community-based resources that will help stabilize needed links to alternatives to hospitalization, 

emergency room dependency and episodic crisis.  Exactly how the care coordinator will work with the 

community mental health services will be specified in the contract agreement with the vendor(s).  

Prospectively, the care coordinator will refer the member to the appropriate mental health service 

available in the community.  Through community programs such as Programs of Assertive Community 

Treatment (PACT) or Systems of Care and other community resources, the member can be referred to 

help discontinue the cycle of inpatient hospitalization. 
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OHCA will oversee all of the processes (of selected vendors by way of a risk based contract) that are 

necessary for a comprehensive range of integrated services for people who are dually eligible.  Project 

staff will oversee the procurement process and subsequent contract award and development; the 

implementation of the care coordination process; the development of the information services platform 

to support the care coordination process; the selection and implementation of the software and member 

service tracking system and monitoring all project activities and their impact upon and progress toward 

project outcomes. 

A major focus of the design work will be to continue to leverage Medicaid and merged data sets; to 

obtain stakeholder input from beneficiaries, advocates, providers, insurers, and academics; and to 

conduct actuarial analysis to solidify estimates of shared savings to include in the financing structure. 
 

Vendors/Contractor(s) who are delivering the care coordination services will be supported by 

predictive modeling software, which will be used to stratify populations, assist in designing 

interventions and determine the appropriate intensity of interventions, based on the risk assessment for 

each participant.  One of the software systems available and utilized for some of the programs in 

SoonerCare is the MedAI system.  This system is used for population management, physician profiling 

and measurement, clinical surveillance, outcomes analysis, and predictive analytics.  Under the Care 

Coordination services program, MedAI may be used to identify members with the most complex and 

comorbid illnesses among other functions. Although the contractor is not required to use the MedAI 

software system, and may use a system of its own, MedAI is being used within current OHCA care 

management systems, and is an established software program with the ability to support sound clinical 

and financial decisions.  MedAI‘s website describes its strength as a provider of analytics for 

healthcare
9
.  

 

The Atlantes Case Management System is established as the proven system for tracking, documenting 

members‘ participation, progress, and providing data that helps determine if modifications need be made 

to their plan of care.  Atlantes is designed for multiple professional users to access health records, and a 

care coordinator can obtain a combination of responses electronically, if a face-to-face meeting is not 

warranted for the decision about the members‘ care.  This system supplies case managers and care 

coordinators with the necessary tools to prepare and intervene for all at-risk members.  For example, 

care coordinators will receive claims data after a patient has visited their doctor, or ER allowing a care 

coordinator to review orders of a test to be run, claims information, member history information, PCP 

information, etc.  This information will help a care coordinator along with the ICT to develop an action 

plan for the member.  Atlantes has the capability to help complete assessments, determine areas of 

concerns, develop a treatment plan, monitor outcomes, and report savings.  It supports the overall 

coordination of care among various disciplines to promote high quality care with cost-effective 

outcomes.  The different types of Case Coordination and Management (Atlantes Levels of Care) are: 

Care Management; Behavioral Health; Disease Management; and Non-Medical Management. 

Additional levels of care can be added as needed.  
 

Atlantes can assist with data collection and tracking, and the development of a comprehensive set of 

quality metrics that will be used to record activity and assess performance at all levels.  Using Atlantes, 

vital information can be shared as medically warranted, and the care coordinator can support the 

member in a number of different ways without being employed by the same organizational entity that 

provides medical care, as long as there is a close linkage between the medical and other components that 

comprise effective care coordination.  Atlantes has the ability for a care coordinator to note all active 

engagement by the member, family and others involved with the healthcare of the member.  

                                                 
9 http://www.medai.com/. 
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As in most cases, the awarded vendor may use other software processes, but will be obligated to meet (at 

a minimum) the standards already established in the state‘s existing care management programs.  In 

regards to the care coordination services, Atlantes will be available for the care coordinator to access the 

history or background information of the member.  Once this information has been reviewed, the care 

coordinator will have the ability to meet with the other team members including the member and the 

individual‘s family to ensure services are not duplicated and to refer or link appropriate services to the 

member through the developed care plan.  Information from Atlantes will also be used to track progress 

and update ongoing services.  MMIS is used in Atlantes for tracking adjustments, claims, finance 

information, displaying information to determine level of care, pharmacy usage, provider visits, and 

contracts on a member‘s account. 
 

The care coordination services are the only new services being added and these services will be 

contracted out to vendors.  At this time modifications are not anticipated to be needed within the current 

infrastructure.  OHCA staff will oversee the care coordination services provided by the vendor through 

contract management and current audit procedures, quality evaluation measures and monitoring cost 

savings. 
 

In determining what is the most vital service to benefit the dual population- research was performed and 

concluded that care coordination proved to be viable with effective clinical foundations and shared 

factors that build on existing services.  Studies conducted regarding care coordination and evidence 

based practices models in Appendix D show seven common key elements:  

1. Build rapport and trust with members and their families/caregivers via an average of one contact in 

person per month for the care coordinator to be considered an important part of their care team. 

2. Members who prove not to benefit from care coordination are those who pose too low or high of risk 

for hospitalizations to have an impact on a two to four year follow-up on frequencies of 

readmissions. 

3. Members need to be educated on how to take their medications. 

4. To reduce short term readmissions, the care coordinator worked in conjunction with local hospital 

staff to provide programs with timely information on patients to manage transitions. 

5. Care coordinators and physicians communicated often regarding member‘s cases.  Physicians that 

participated in the studies ensured space was available for the care coordinator and member to meet 

prior to or after health care appointments.          

6. Members were given the choice to opt-out or change level of participation at any time. 

7. In initiating contact, at least five attempts to contact members were made by the care coordinator.     
 

The results of these studies vary in reference to dollars saved.  The SoonerCare Silver model of care 

coordination will apply all of these elements to provide the best quality of services to members 

addressing chronic diseases such as congestive heart failure, diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease, coronary artery disease, stroke, depression, dementia/Alzheimer‘s, Arthritis, and Affective and 

other serious disorders.  The Care Coordinator can assist with planning and arranging any tests, therapy, 

and other aspects of disease management that might currently be arranged by the member.  
 

This chart shows how all components of a member‘s care will have to work together, with the Care 

Coordinator being the missing link between the member and any of these services. 
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Figure 3- Care Coordination Flowchart 

 

 
 

Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 

The dual eligible demonstration project began with stakeholder meetings where project staff unveiled 

the timelines and intent of the demonstration project.  The stakeholder group then divided into 

workgroups that had smaller, focused sessions, regarding the project design.  Since September of 2011, 

dual project staff members have been seeking partners across the state of Oklahoma, including, but not 

limited to, people who are dually eligible; family members and advocates; organizations whose 

membership includes dual eligible members; advocacy groups, service providers and organizations, 

government staff, elected officials and anyone who has an interest in the design of a service delivery 

model for people who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid
10

.  
 

The stakeholders work groups are designed to ensure that a spectrum of viewpoints be represented.  

Project staff members also see that the work of different workgroups be coordinated, that members of 

workgroups are aware of the related tasks and recommendations of other workgroups, and those 

principles that support the overall project be met.  Below shows Stakeholder Meeting dates and 

location(s): 

 
1

st
 Stakeholder Meeting September 29

th
, 2011 Boldt Construction Center 

2
nd

 Stakeholder Meeting November 30
th
, 2011 Metro Technology Center 

3
rd

 Stakeholder Meeting January 19
th
, 2012 OHCA 

4
th
 Stakeholder Meeting March 22

nd
, 2012 OUHSC College of Allied Health 

5
th
 Stakeholder Meeting April 20

th
, 2012 OU Tulsa Campus (Tulsa, OK) 

6
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 3

rd
, 2012 Cameron University (Lawton, OK) 

7
th
 Stakeholder Meeting May 14

th
, 2012 National Weather Center (Norman, OK) 

 

Workgroups were assembled into four groups. They are: All things Communications; Care 

Coordination; Behavioral Health; and Financing Strategies and Quality Outcomes.  These subsequent 

meetings were held on the alternate months of our Stakeholder Meetings.  The majority of our 

workgroup meetings took place at OHCA. 
 

                                                 
10 A complete list of invitees and participates can be found at http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291  
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Two Member Focus group meetings were held in the month of February. 

 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 15th, 2012 Golden Corral Restaurant 
Member Focus Group Meeting February 28th, 2012 Oklahoma Dept. of Mental Health 
 

Different sites were chosen in order to make the locations convenient for all attendees.  The stakeholders 

and workgroup invitations were sent by e-mails, corresponding newsletters, various events and tribal 

consultation board meetings.  In addition, we were invited to speak at quarterly Inter-Tribal Health 

Boards, Tribal Consultations and appeared as guests to numerous Tribal nations to give an overview of 

the demonstration design proposal.  The member focus group meetings were initiated through our 

community partners from various behavioral health centers, housing assistance agencies, and 

community mental health centers.  This proved to be very effective and gathered excellent feedback for 

our member‘s group meeting. These interactions allow OHCA to maintain and create relationships with 

stakeholders, gaining their valuable input as to the design and implementation of projects and programs 

serving the citizens of our state. 
 

People with grievances and/or appeals are to use the same process that is available for all SoonerCare 

members.  Complaints are to be addressed to the SoonerCare helpline.  Appeals are to be submitted 

directly to the OHCA using the process outlined on page 3 of the Member Handbook, written in English 

and in Spanish.  Appeals are used to address a member‘s denial of services or treatment, as requested by 

their provider.  A phone number is provided and addresses are provided for written submission 

appeals
11

.  
 

OHCA hosts its annual board retreat along with health partners, advocacy groups, legislators and other 

stakeholders to focus on planning and development strategies, policy procedures, discussion of agency 

upcoming enhancements, agency goals, and agency challenges.  These meetings help guide and set the 

strategic plan for that specific year.  Leading up to the annual event, OHCA staff conducted numerous 

formal and informal discussions with stakeholders across the state.   
 

The planning and development unit of the agency, on a daily basis, conducts large and small 

workgroups, ad hoc meetings, task oriented small groups, open meetings, etc. all for the purpose of 

seeing the planning process through to implementation.  The planning and development unit is 

comprised of project managers tasked with gathering experts both inside and outside the agency to 

design and oversee implementation of high priority projects.  This effort requires substantial buy-in and 

involvement of many stakeholders.  
 

Steering committees will replace the monthly stakeholder meetings and continue to engage the 

involvement and support around the agency and outside partners.  It is anticipated that this project will 

seek out involvement of partners by invitation to an initial meeting to discuss the opportunity, and then 

follow the processes already set forth by OHCA which convenes a large working group, smaller sub-

groups tasked with specific solution gathering, and ad hoc discussions/meetings.   
 

After proposal submission, OHCA and the awarded vendor will continue updates of the project through 

email, web updates, and attending Tribal meetings.  Stakeholders will have continuing opportunity to 

provide feedback, starting with their comments about the program design, and thereafter.  Upon 

implementation, stakeholder meetings will resume as members will be asked to continue as advisors to 

dual eligible implementation, and staff members will continue to seek input from members on a 

                                                 
11  http://www.okhca.org/publications/pdflib/SC_handbook.pdf   
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scheduled basis, along with other OHCA advisories that have beneficiaries as members.  According to 

OHCA‘s public information office, ―a number of voices help to shape SoonerCare programs and 

policies.‖ 
 

The Medical Advisory Committee was established to advise the OHCA about health and medical care 

services and make recommendations on: Policy development and program administration; financial 

concerns related to the administration of the agency; Information related to the management, and 

operation of OHCA.  It has a wide range of professional representation as well as consumers and other 

state agency representation.  See Appendix E for Advisory Sub -Committees 
 

Staff will also continue to use the website to provide updates, exchange information and receive 

feedback about the project.  http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291. 
 

Financing and Payment 

OHCA is pursuing the managed Fee-For-Service model, and the state is fully committed to identifying 

the resources needed to enter into an agreement by which the State will be eligible to benefit from 

savings thereto.  OHCA is researching methods to overcome the challenges of the upfront investment in 

care coordination until the state is eligible for a retrospective performance payment from resulting 

savings to Medicare.  The care coordination model will be designed to create savings while meeting or 

exceeding established quality thresholds for the Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in the program. 
 

Oklahoma‘s dual eligible population enrollment continues to increase, as is indicated by increasing 

Medicare and Medicaid enrollment figures.  At a growth rate of approximately 3.5% per year, increasing 

enrollment figures are matched by increasing costs, and it seems a logical conclusion to examine 

increasing enrollment and associated costs for potential opportunities to reduce the cost of services.  

OHCA has recently commissioned detailed data and claims analysis for services to people who are 

dually eligible. 
 

PHPG is a national consulting firm specializing in the design and implementation of innovative health 

care initiatives for government-sponsored/funded programs.  PHPG has been hired by OHCA to review 

Medicare and Medicaid claims, and has analyzed claims for SFY 2010 through 2011.  Based on their 

most recent computations of crossover claims, Medicare spending for people who are dually eligible in 

Oklahoma for SFY 2011 year was $1,336,053,852.  Medicaid spending for people who are dually 

eligible in that time period was $686,058,529.  Because these amounts are Medicaid payments of 

Medicare premiums and inpatient stay cost paid by Medicaid not covered by Medicare, without the full 

range of Medicare costs, these figures are only a portion of the actual Medicare costs for the period of 

time described.  Preliminary analysis (crossover claims only) suggests that an integrated care model 

creates potential for significant savings in many of the areas that have historically been cost drivers for 

the target population.  Targeted for reduction are the areas of inpatient hospitalization visits, outpatient 

visits, and emergency room services.  The identification of such areas is supported by patterns of 

expenditures in most states; by a review of evidenced based and effective practices (as indicated in the 

current care coordination model literature). 
 

Chart 2-Oklahoma Expenditures Summary 

                                            

 Medicare Medicaid Total 
Inpatient $395,776,818.40 $33,079,505 $428,856,323.40 

Outpatient $131,925,606.10 $10,486,050 $142,411,656.10 

LTC $87,950,404.08 $429,903,442 $517,853,846.08 

Prescriptions $322,484,815.00 $2,213,584 $324,698,399.00 

25163

http://www.okhca.org/providers.aspx?id=13291


Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 

18 

 

Physicians $117,267,205.40 $40,168,064 $157,435,269.40 
 

High-level analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 

management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 

from overall Medicare expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 

have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  

Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling 

that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 

factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved.  
 

Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Dual Members 

Per Member Expenditures and Utilization (CY 2009) 

Diagnostic Category PMPM 

Spending 

Total IP 

Admissions 

Total OP 

Visits 

Total SNF 

Days 

Total 

Physician 

Visits 

1. Acute Myocardial 

Infarction  

$6,373 3,262 9,467 13,688 8,769 

2. Chronic Kidney 

Disease  

$5,895 1,882 9,895 11,393 8,301 

3. Other Psychotic 

Disorders  

$5,746 1,525 8,301 12,564 5,053 

4. Developmental 

Disorders  

$5,531 440 5,071 2,091 4,691 

5. Heart Failure  $5,102 2,870 8,515 38,409 5,928 

6. Substance Related 

Disorders  

$5,036 1,763 8,246 3,312 9,917 

7. Lung Cancer  $4,990 2,164 10,373 5,877 12,287 

8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962 1,614 9,616 6,560 10,598 

9. ADHD  $4,960 1,323 7,528 7,271 5,420 

10. Other Depressive 

Disorders  

$4,853 631 4,929 1,846 6,339 

These high cost today are costs OHCA would expect to see a certain threshold of savings in the first 

year due to Care Coordination. 
 

A number of additional variables need to be more fully analyzed in the demonstration design phase to 

refine savings estimates, to reflect program design decisions, to determine adequate enrollment levels, 

and to better target medical interventions.  A holistic care coordination program will ultimately 

encompass more than a person enrolling in the program.  The high prevalence of behavioral health 

conditions will also influence the nature of the care coordination program where a similarly high rate of 

co-morbidity exists, care managers often must address the member‘s behavioral health needs before 

seeking to improve their physical health and chronic care self-management skills
12

.  The first year of the 

project addresses the introduction of care coordination in an integrated services model.  In future years, 

the contracted vendor will be responsible for using clinical practices that more effectively prevent or 

reduce unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and avoidable emergency department visits
13

.  
 

                                                 
12 PHPG. 
13 Massachusetts Health and Human Services offices of Medicaid 2011 
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With the current fiscal climate resulting in limited state funding, the OHCA has decided to seek a risk 

based contract with an outside vendor or vendors who will provide care coordination services and 

receive payment based on Medicare savings.  This will be accomplished by releasing a request for 

proposal (RFP) to pursue the award of a contract for care coordination services with a qualified 

vendor(s).  The OHCA intends to pursue a three-way contract between OHCA, CMS and the vendor(s).  

The vendor(s) will receive payment from CMS upon meeting required milestones, savings and quality 

measures determined by CMS and OHCA.   

The RFP will discuss in detail how the care coordination program will actually operate.  After the RFP 

has been released, the OHCA will better be able to determine if the contract will be with one single 

vendor, or smaller regional vendors.  The SoonerCare Silver program is intended to be statewide 

covering all full benefit dual eligibles.  
 

Expected Outcomes 

The statistics and reporting unit at OHCA will work with refining collection and reporting of data to 

CMS.  Program data is organized and distributed monthly via ―Fast Facts.‖ Member satisfaction will be 

tracked as a requirement of the vendor.  Our Quality Assurance Department monitors claim accuracy 

and utilization of all OHCA programs.  Using our proven effective methods to track data on key metrics 

related to the care coordination program ensures beneficiaries receive high quality care for the purposes 

of evaluation by CMS. 

 

After extensive review of literature, SoonerCare Silver expects to improve outcomes of the following 

services:  Emergency Room visits, hospital readmission rates, inpatient expenses, outpatient expenses, 

prescription expenses and physician visits.  All services will be reported monthly, along with methods of 

reporting measures. Components from the review of literature will be incorporated into the care 

coordination program to reasonably presume some suggested savings.  In a randomized trial of care 

management offered over the phone, we expect to see a 10% reduction annually in avoidable hospital 

admissions with the dual eligible population.  Evidence from a comprehensive geriatric assessment, 

discharge planning, discharge support and education proved effective in reducing costs to overall patient 

services.  Hospital readmission rates are expected to be reduced by about 20%.  Heart failure education 

from a care coordinator should show savings of 50% annually, considering a study by the University of 

Michigan Hospital who reported improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic heart 

failure due to discharge.  This study showed improvements in clinical outcomes in patients with chronic 

heart failure due to discharge education.  Implementing care coordination could reduce emergency room 

visits annually by 5%.  Studies also support evidence that show blood pressure measures likely to 

decrease 1.31% across the total population. All of these contribute to better health outcomes and overall 

lower expenditures 
 

Based on results from current SoonerCare programs, initially, a care coordinator actively promoting 

adherence to pharmacologic regimens and use of appropriate drugs may increase pharmacy costs. 

However, after three years, with care coordination overall reduction in prescription coverage is likely to 

occur.  Through care coordination, follow-up care on new medications and usage of durable medical 

equipment will be established within 2 days of a doctor‘s prescribed order.  Care coordination hopes to 

show the following outcomes and results as outlined in Table 6. 
 

Table 6- Predicted Outcomes and Results in order to generate savings 

Outcome Results 

 Increase member participation  in health literacy and 

medical adherence   

 Increased member scheduled appointments with 

PCP 

 Increased kept appointments with PCP 
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Outcome Results 

 Increased member participation in disease –specific 

education and self-directed care 

 Increased number of action plans being followed 

 Increase in primary care provider use and 

expenditures.  increased expenditures in year 1 , year 

2, and leveling off in year 3 

 Increased PCP services, fewer repeat tests and lab 

work. 

 No change in annual expenditures 

 Increase in physician specialty use with decreased 

expenses 

 Decrease in total expenditures related to physician 

specialty services 

 Decrease in avoidable emergency room use- 

decreased expenses in year 1 and subsequent 

decreased visits by people who are dually eligible 

 Decrease in total avoidable ER expenses 

 Decrease in hospital admissions and readmissions 

(within 30 days, 60 days, 90 days) 

 Decrease in re-admissions after 30days 

 Decrease in re-admissions after 60 days 

 Decrease in re-admissions after 90 days 

 Increase in institutional long-term care (Medicare 

skilled nursing days 

 Better management of overall health for duals 

 Fewer duals managing care though avoidable ER  

 Increase in home- and community-based service use 

and expenditures.   

 Increase in HCBS expenditures 

 

Analysis of the target population‘s use of these services indicates that better coordination and 

management of these members could yield significant savings.  Initial savings projections are derived 

from overall Medicaid expenditures in the initial years, but more specific and ongoing data analysis will 

have to take place to effectively identify available cost savings and projections for subsequent years.  

Ongoing claims analysis, after the service has been rendered and paid, along with predictive modeling  

that can be used in advance of service delivery can identify specific areas (diagnoses, activities, risk 

factors, et al) where cost savings may be achieved. Based on current spending and applying anticipated 

cost savings Table 7 shows the total dollars that could be saved by applying care coordination. 

Table 7- Anticipated Savings Based Off Of Current Spending 

Services Total Spending 

% quality 

outcomes 

Yr. 3 for 

RX year 1 year 2 year 3 

Inpatient $428,856,323.40  0.05    

 

  

$21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  $21,442,816.17  

Outpatient $142,411,656.10  0.03 $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  $4,272,349.68  

LTC $517,853,846.08  0.03 $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  $15,535,615.38  

Prescriptions $324,698,399.00  0.05 0.1% $16,234,919.95  $16,234,919.95  $32,469,839.90  

Physicians $157,435,269.40  0.05 

 

$7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  $7,871,763.47  
 

Infrastructure and Implementation 

The state‘s infrastructure involves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as the primary single agency for 

the Oklahoma Medicaid (SoonerCare) program.  OHCA is the primary division in the state of Oklahoma 

heading and controlling costs of state-purchased health care.  OHCA has the capacity to oversee 

multiple million dollar contracts.  OHCA plans to outsource services to an external vendor(s) so 

additional OHCA staffing will not be required. 
 

The contracts division of OHCA will go through the Department of Central Services (DCS) to arrange 

for the release an RFP that supports the provision of services for the care coordination program.  

Contract vendors interested in the RFP will have guidelines to follow regarding adherence to 

documentation.  This will include member notification, assessments, and deadline requirements.  The 

selected contracted vendor(s) in communities throughout the state of Oklahoma will be responsible for 
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day to day operations of the proposal demonstration services.  Vendor(s) will also be tasked to manage 

enrollments, budget/finances, and data analysis for Medicare and Medicaid to measure effectiveness to 

lower costs and ensure quality of care of services.  Vendor(s) will be responsible for hiring prospective 

staff to include: 

 Program Management 

 Nurse Care Coordinators 

 Social services workers 

 IT staff 

 Administrative staff 
 

Due to no new services proposed in the SoonerCare Silver plan, no Medicaid and/or Medicare rules 

have been identified as needing to be waived to implement this program.  OHCA will work with CMS to 

determine if any amendments are needed to current waivers or rules.  Otherwise, existing waiver service 

programs will remain the same through the 19159(c) waiver and HCBS waivers.   
 

There are no plans at this time to expand to populations other than the dual eligible members and the 

SoonerCare Silver program will not focus on a subset of individuals.  OHCA will be including all full 

benefit duals in the 77 counties in the state of Oklahoma except for those areas covered by the THIZ, 

PACE and the ICS.  In this demonstration, it is intended to communicate the expectation that the 

program is created to enhance the options available especially to individuals who have no type of care 

coordination services as part of this initiative to provide pertinent and invaluable information to all ages. 
 

The work plan/timeline is detailed in appendix D. 
 

Feasibility and Sustainability 

The State of Oklahoma is experiencing the economic downturn that has been experienced recently by 

most states.  The Oklahoma State budget is currently experiencing a $600 million dollar shortfall.  From 

all indications, funding for new programs is unavailable, and requests for legislative funding would be 

considered untimely.  Long term implementation of the dual eligible project will rely solely on the costs 

savings projected through the reductions available through implementation
14

. 
 

Project staff members have designed a detailed process for the implementation of a care coordination 

program for people who are dual eligible.  OHCA will have a financial challenge to effectively 

implement the project that will require funding for three primary components very early on.  Those 

components are: 1) development and testing of the MMIS platform for data tracking and monitoring for 

dual eligibles services; which would include adding Medicare data 2) funding for the award of care 

coordination RFP; and 3) funding for outreach to hospitals and other primary care providers about 

people who are dual eligible and their patterns of hospitalization.  If cost projections are accurate, and 

the first payment to OHCA (based on costs savings) is 18 months after implementation, it will be 

difficult for the agency to sustain the project budget for that period of time without additional funding. 
 

There will be no statutory or regulatory changes needed with the state to move forward with 

implementation.  Care coordination services may have an impact on services already in the state plan 

and within waiver administration.   
 

Startup dollars are needed to ensure the appropriate changes in the Information Technology platform 

that will manage dual eligible enrollment, tracking systems and data collection systems.  New dollars 

will be needed to develop a system that responds to dual eligibles and enrolls them into the new system, 

                                                 
14 Office of the Governor Mary Fallin 2012 
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and maintains a secure database to access information about their dual eligible activity in the service 

delivery system.  Although health services to those who are dually eligible will be funded by the 

projected costs savings from streamlining the current system, dollars are needed to build and maintain a 

platform for services to the duals, and administer the program for the eighteen months until the first 

reimbursement payment. 
 

The dual eligible model can be used elsewhere as it provides services to people who are Medicare and 

Medicaid eligible.  In Oklahoma, serving the target population involves the state Medicaid authority, 

OHCA, for administration of the payment system; the state‘s mental health authority, ODMHSAS, for 

the behavioral health services delivery system; the department of human services, OKDHS for member 

enrollment and eligibility determination, and for the waiver services delivery system; and the state 

health department (OSDH) for oversight of Medicare ADvantage services.  The project will have 

significant impact and state level agencies in any state should be able to use the care coordination 

program to deliver a complex range of services. 
 

Principles of care coordination are universal, in that all people who are managing their care can use 

assistance at some time.  As a result of the care coordination program, people who are dual eligible in 

Oklahoma will benefit from universal principles of being more fully engaged in, more fully informed 

about, and having new opportunities to access the system that manages their health care services. 
 

Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 

Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs  

The Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) is participating in the Partnership for Patients: Better Care, 

Lower Costs striving to improve the quality and safety, and affordability of health care for all 

Americans.  There are two goals OHA is working to achieve: 

 Keep patients from getting injured or sicker.  By the end of 2013, preventable hospital-acquired 

conditions would decrease by 40% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean 

approximately 1.8 million fewer injuries to patients with more than 60,000 lives saved over three 

years.  

 Help patients heal without complication.  By the end of 2013, preventable complications during 

a transition from one care setting to another would be decreased so that all hospital readmissions 

would be reduced by 20% compared to 2010.  Achieving this goal would mean more than 1.6 

million patients would recover from illness without suffering a preventable complication requiring 

re-hospitalization within 30 days of discharge.  
 

OHCA will work with the OHA and Hospital Engagement Networks to identify solutions to reduce 

health care acquired conditions, and work to spread these solutions to other hospitals and health care 

providers.  Along with identifying solutions OHCA will help develop collaborative learning for 

hospitals to improve patient safety. 
 

HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities  

OHCA‘s outreach to Native Americans has been nationally recognized by the Center for Health Care 

Strategies (CHCS) for reducing racial and ethnic disparities in Medicaid managed care.  OHCA 

continues to build on key actions steps that include: 

1. Enhancing the integration of the missions of offices across the Department to avoid the creation 

of silos.  

2. Aligning core principles and functions with the goals, strategies, and actions presented in the 

HHS Disparities Action Plan.  
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OHCA has representatives who are active participants in the national workgroup that is addressing 

―Improving Health Care Quality for Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations,‖ to ensure programs 

provide quality health care to racial and ethnic populations while improving health disparities. 
 

Concept #2- The Tulsa Health Innovation Zone 
Executive Summary 

The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 

spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. To address key barriers to care, the University of 

Oklahoma School of Community Medicine (SOCM) proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the 

redesign of the practice to incorporate behavior health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 

population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 

community level integrated care plans  4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 

to manage chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate medical 

education. 
 

Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 

is delivered to complex beneficiaries. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, 

but also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and 

negatively affect health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as a Health 

Information Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, the adoption of 

population level protocols for the management of chronic disease, and the corresponding integration of 

these methods into the graduate medical education system establishes a firm foundation upon which to 

begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 

Table 1: THIZ Overview Chart 

Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 

Those Medicare-Medicaid members who receive primary 

care services through participating practices. 

Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 

Enrollees Statewide 

79,891 

Total Number of Beneficiaries Eligible for 

Demonstration 

Approximately 3,200 

Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 

Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding region 

Summary of Covered Benefits  multi-tier approach 

Financing Model PMPM Payment 

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  
(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D asks for more 

detailed information) 

THIZ Stakeholder Meetings:  July 2011 to February 2012 

Provider Focus Group:  August 2011 

Focus Group/Interview:  September to December 2011 

Ben Focus Group Life Senior Services:  September 2011 

Dual Finance & Governance Meeting:  November 2011 

Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 

Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 

Background 

The dually eligible population represents a group of members who present with complex care needs 

spanning clinical, mental health, and social services. Members present in primary care, often with three 

or more comorbidities. These members require extended coordination of care and in many instances 

benefit from more frequent and intensive primary care visits. Often, the complexities of a mental health 

diagnosis complicate clinical care in the primary care setting and in many instances result in 

unnecessary hospital admissions from the emergency department, extended hospital stays. Poor 
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coordination between primary care and behavioral health remains a major barrier to care. Further, 

members often lack sufficient access to social, long term, and home and community based support 

services which directly affect quality of life and ability to comply with their prescribed care plans. The 

integration of primary care, behavioral health, and care coordination and case management services are 

necessary to address gaps and barriers to care present in the current health system.  
 

While lack of effective coordination across the spectrum of care presents as a primary barrier, the 

clinician‘s lack of access to data about the entirety of the members‘ clinical history or current clinical 

utilization limits presents as a confounder in the clinician‘s ability to provide timely and appropriate 

care. The introduction of a community wide health information exchange will assist in addressing this 

issue. Clinicians will have timely (real time or next day) knowledge of their patients who present at the 

emergency department, admit or discharge from the hospital, or present across the community with other 

complex or acute health needs. Clinicians would then have the ability to schedule timely follow up visits 

to ensure continuity of care. Further, primary care physicians will have an enhanced capability through 

the use of electronic tools to assist in the management of complex diseases and identification of those in 

need of preventive services. Such a system lends itself to the development of a mechanism to coordinate 

member care plans of providers across the community. 
 

Historically, providers develop care plans for their patients, based on perceived clinical needs. Each 

provider often acts alone, unable to coordinate plans of care with specialist physicians and non-provider 

clinicians, who may be actively co-managing the patient. In addition, communication amongst providers 

across the community participating in the care of an individual is limited. Medications and orders often 

change from specialist to primary care and vice-versa. In many instances these changes to the care plan 

are not communicated back to the original prescribing provider. Additionally, ancillary services such as 

physical therapy, hospice, durable medical equipment organizations, vision, dental, adult day health, 

speech therapy, respiratory therapy, occupational therapy, as well as environmental modification, 

personal care, and other social service agencies have limited if any ability to communicate back to the 

prescribing physician. The lack of a unified care plan for provider coordination presents as a substantive 

barrier to care. The development of a community level integrated care plan is warranted to address this 

issue. Through such a mechanism the member‘s care plan would be centrally held within the community 

health information exchange and, ideally, managed by the member‘s primary care physician. Evidenced 

based protocols for the management of chronic disease shall be incorporated into the integrated care 

plan tool to ease in the facilitation of its use across the community. 
 

Those individuals presenting with chronic conditions such as congestive heart failure, COPD, and 

diabetes directly benefit from the integration of evidence based protocols into their respective care plans. 

The ability to develop and manage such protocols requires a well-developed practice and the capacity to 

coordinate care across multiple lines of service. The introduction of chronic disease management 

protocols, (along with tools necessary to assess the efficacy of such protocols) has heretofore been 

unattainable in most settings. Such evidence based protocols should be developed and integrated into the 

clinical practice to maximize quality and lower cost.  
 

While the barriers to care addressed above represent changes to a pre-existing healthcare delivery 

system, it is critical to focus on those key elements that will drive its future, the students and residents 

within the Graduate Medical Education system. These new providers represent the physician leaders of 

tomorrow. They will serve as primary change agents in their future organizations, demanding an 

environment, comparable to the one in which they were educated. The methods discussed above shall be 

tightly integrated into future curricula, fostering demand for a new paradigm in clinical education – in 

which advanced tools can be leveraged to provide better care for individuals and populations.  

25170



Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 

25 

 

 

To address these key barriers to care, SOCM proposes a multi-tier approach focusing on 1) the redesign 

of the practice to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services, 2) the inclusion of 

population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the population, 3) the use of 

community level integrated care plans 4) the development of community level evidence based protocols 

in the management of chronic disease, and 5) the integration of these methodologies into graduate 

medical education.   
 

Success has been achieved through other similar programs within the state of Oklahoma. The University 

of Oklahoma, SOCM operates a population level intervention program for Medicaid members called the 

―Health Access Network‖. This program builds upon the existing statewide Patient Centered Medical 

Home Model, providing additional capabilities beyond those of most practices. The HAN contributes 

skills in health system design, chronic disease and population management, clinical analytics, 

epidemiology and biostatistics, care management, care coordination, and overall operational facilitation 

and training methodologies. Through this program, Medicaid primary care providers may enroll to 

receive services at which point all those members assigned to the providers‘ Patient Centered Medical 

Home program are eligible to receive services under the HAN. This program has been highly successful 

in expanding the capability of participating practices in caring for the populations under their purview. 

Currently, the HAN provides service for the Medicaid SoonerCare Choice population. The HAN model 

could easily be extended to support the dually eligible population within the state.  
 

We propose a direct expansion of the Health Access Network. Under this model, the HAN‘s 

administrative function will allow for the enrollment and evaluation of primary care practices, specialty 

care practices and other facilities (long stay nursing facilities for example). Upon joining, those practices 

and facilities, along with those members attributed to them would become eligible for service and/or 

payment under this program.  No exclusions to eligibility are planned or necessary.  
 

Care Model Overview 
Through the proposed program dually eligible members residing predominately within the Tulsa, OK 

region and who are identified as receiving care by practices and organizations participating in the Health 

Access Network shall be enrolled. To support members across the continuum of care, the Tulsa region 

provides three substantial health systems: two schools of medicine, an Office of the National 

Coordinator for Health IT funded Health Information exchange (MyHealth), two Federally Qualified 

Health Centers spanning six locations, a mature web of social services, a highly effective network of 

Home and Community Based Providers, numerous hospices, and other clinical, behavior, and social 

support service agencies. This network of medical and supportive services providers are brought 

together by this program to deliver comprehensive coverage for the dually eligible population.  
 

Based on information obtained from a series of focus groups, one-on-one provider and patient 

interviews, CMS utilization patterns, as well as current evidence based best practices; the SOCM 

proposes a new care plan. The plan defines a multi-tier approach focusing on: 

1) The redesign of the care team to incorporate behavioral health and care coordination services,  

2) The inclusion of population level clinical analytics to facilitate the management of the 

population 

3) The use of a community level integrated care plan  

4) The development of community level evidence based protocols in the management of 

chronic disease,  

5) The integration of these methodologies into graduate medical education.   
 

25171



Oklahoma Proposal for State Demonstrations to Integrate Care for Dual Eligible Individuals 

26 

 

Redesign of the Care Team: 

SOCM proposes a program that patient-centered multi-disciplinary teams, focused on at risk, high cost 

dually eligible members.  Teams are physician led, based on the specific needs of the member (Adult 

Primary Care, Pediatric, Psychiatric, or Palliative Care). Teams are comprised not only of individuals in 

traditional clinical roles (physician, nurse, physician assistant) but also behavioral health specialists, 

Pharmacists, and a patient centered Care Coordinator.  The Care Coordinator serves as a central 

facilitator of the member‘s care, assisting in transitions of care between clinical, behavioral, and social 

settings. This key role serves to ensure all necessary transitions of care are completed successfully and 

outcomes communicated back to the team participants. Most members will need brief, infrequent Care 

Coordination visits, but a small number of patients with complex needs will require regular, ‗high-touch‘ 

interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the degree of services members require. 

A proposed care coordination tier model follows: 
 

Tier 1: members who have few complications and require minimal to no care management.   

 Intervention consists of tracking patient referrals and transitions of care, on-line consultations and 

automated health reminders for annual or recurring tests or procedures due for all Members.  The 

MyHealth HIE will be utilized to identify care needs and alert the provider to send notices to the 

Member.    
 

Tier 2: members with multiple chronic care needs.    

 Tier 2 is a hybrid criterion set developed from evidenced-based programs such as Eric Colman‘s 

Care Transitions Intervention (CTI) and Mary Naylor‘s Care Transitions Model (CTM). The 

eligibility criteria factors in a root cause analysis of Tulsa hospitals Medicare Beneficiary 

readmissions. A major focus of the model is to reduce the number of hospital readmissions by 

managing disease more effectively, while addressing clinical and behavioral concerns, and 

improving access to social, community and home based support services. Such interventions will 

improve quality of life for individuals and better health for populations.  This program would allow 

the scaling of intervention intensity in direct relation to the acuity of the members condition in 

addition to an analysis of the members risk using clinical data from the MyHealth Health 

Information Exchange (HIE). 
 

Population Level Clinical Analytics: 
Utilizing the MyHealth HIE, providers will determine which members require preventive services such 

as immunizations and wellness exams. Timely reminders will be sent, encouraging visit scheduling.  

Cloud applications will provide evidence-based decision support for managing targeted chronic diseases. 

Auto-reminders will be sent to PCPs and Care Coordinators to assure that best practices are being 

followed.  The Pentaho business intelligence tool will be used to determine if the interventions are 

achieving desired quality and adherence standards.   
 

Community Level Integrated Care Plan 

At the core of the proposed Care Coordination model is a written Integrated Care Plan (ICP). Composed 

of discreet sections pertaining to the physical, emotional and social well-being of the member, the ICP 

captures and summarizes all pertinent information that can be shared across medical disciplines.  Like 

many electronic health records, the ICP lists medical problems, updated medications, allergies, and the 

primary/specialty physicians providing care for the member. The ICP aggregates and communicates not 

only traditional clinical data, but goes a step further by focusing on the patient‘s desired health goals, 

listing actions plans for each stated goal. For example, a diabetic patient may list ―reading better‖ and 

―walking daily‖ as two principal health goals. Therefore, the primary physician will narrow his focus on 

improving the patient‘s glycemic control and preventing vascular complications. Meanwhile, the Care 
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Coordinator will assure the patient is referred to ophthalmology and physical therapy, thus reducing the 

symptoms of retinopathy and neuropathy respectively. The Care Coordinator will regularly review 

progress with the primary physician and the patient, constantly readjusting aspects of the ICP to best 

meet changing health care needs. Stakeholder and member focus groups indicate that when patients, 

physicians and family members are aligned toward explicit care goals facilitated by a coordinated ICP, 

health quality will improve, costs will fall, and the experience of care will improve. 
 

Long term support and Community Based Services: 

Care Coordination services under this program will bridge the gap between acute care and home and 

community based and long term care services. Members coping with the effects of chronic illness or 

disabilities often need long term monitoring and assistance with disease self-management, activities of 

daily living and social issues. To effectively carry out our plan, we must engage with community social 

service agencies, mustering their support for this proposal. We have already invited a large number of 

stakeholders to participate in the planning process, including representatives from mental health 

services, elder care, FQHC‘s, housing organizations, transportation programs, and local Native 

American Tribal leaders. Their feedback has been invaluable, allowing us to better shape our efforts 

toward providing better health care for our population. With the local community‘s backing, care 

Coordinators will be able to deliver the full spectrum of services across the healthcare continuum, which 

includes those members receiving long term care. Eligible members will be linked to the state‘s home 

and community based long term care services system (HCBS) ensuring  patients can remain safely in 

their own homes for as long as possible. Care Coordinators will facilitate transitions of care amongst 

those residing in nursing facilities to assure safe transitions and adequate follow up care. Integrating 

acute and long term care services through Care Coordination closes a critical loop in delivering efficient 

and quality health care.    
 

Evidence Based Protocols 

Evidenced-based guidelines will be developed for targeted chronic conditions including heart failure, 

diabetes, and COPD.  All participating primary care physicians and care coordinators will follow the 

same standard protocols, ensuring that high risk patients receive long-term, personalized care.  Tulsa 

will develop integrated care teams working with patients to 1)  coordinate care and establish better 

information sharing among multiple caregivers;  2) encourage shared-decision making to ensure patients 

are empowered to manage their care, 3) encourage treatment adherence, and 4) avoid unnecessary 

hospitalizations, readmissions and emergency room use.   An Evidence-Based Tool kit recommending 

best practices will be made available for the physicians and care coordinators that includes, but is not 

limited to, recommended tests, treatments, checklists, medication reconciliation tools, care delivery 

strategies and specific care coordination service delivery expectations.   Protocols will be evaluated and 

monitored by a committee composed of the program staff, and participating practice care teams.  This 

group will meet as needed on a regular basis to establish new protocols as well as review outcomes and 

recommend revisions to existing protocols. 
 

Graduate Medical Education 

As practice environments evolve, newly graduated student and resident physicians must shift from 

practice models based on volume to ones based on quality and value. It is incumbent upon medical 

school educators to integrate the tools and methods necessary for graduating physicians toward 

accomplishing the ‗Triple aim‘ of improving the health of individuals, improving the health of 

populations, while reducing overall cost.  The SOCM proposes the integration of the tools and methods 

described above into new curricula,   preparing the next generation of physician leaders to serve as 

visionary change agents within their chosen organizations.  
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Combined, the instruments and methods described herein represent a paradigm shift in how health care 

is delivered to complex members. This proposal describes not only how to impact clinical outcomes, but 

also how to address overlooked behavioral and social confounders which often silently and negatively 

affect overall health status. The inclusion of novel community level tools such as Health Information 

Exchange and associated analytics, a community wide Integrated Care Plan, and the adoption of 

population level protocols for the management of chronic disease establishes a firm foundation upon 

which begin the transformation of the future of healthcare delivery. 
 

Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 

Stakeholder Engagement:   Stakeholders in Northeastern Oklahoma as well as state leaders participated 

in the planning of this proposal. Numerous engagements were held; various planning and work groups 

formed to design the proposed plan. To better gage ways to accomplish our goals, we held focus groups 

to solicit member feedback. Throughout the operation of the proposed program stakeholders will 

continue to be engaged to solicit feedback and guidance. Recommendations for change based on the 

outcomes of the various engagements are incorporated within this proposal. Dates of engagements 

follow: 
 

Meeting Data 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting (IHCRC) 07/14/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 07/27/2011 

Provider Focus Group  08/12/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 08/18/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/14/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/15/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 09/16/2011 
Dual Eligible Focus Group Life Senior Services 09/27/2011 
Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting Oklahoma City 09/29/2011 
Dual Finance & Governance Meeting 11/02/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 11/07/2011 
Focus Group/Interview 12/08/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 12/16/2011 
Tulsa Health Innovation Zone Stakeholder Meeting 02/06/2012 
OHCA Dual Eligible Stakeholder Meeting 03/22/2012 
 

In order to assess the efficacy of the proposed Care Coordination model, planning members engaged 

Dual Eligible members within the community. Dual-Eligible members were visited in their homes to 

determine the presence of gaps in care among members and their caregivers. Physician uptake of the 

Care Coordination program was also examined.  
 

Through focus groups our members told us: 

1) They believe there is poor communication between Medicare and Medicaid,  

2) They believed they could help lower costs if they were more involved in managing their care,  

3) They felt a care coordinator at the local level would be helpful, especially as an advocate.   

These results and others shaped the design of the proposal. 
 

Our findings have demonstrated the following conclusions: 

1) A disconnect exists between the advice offered by physicians in the office, and the execution of such 

recommendations at home. 
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2) Barriers exist to medication reconciliation – including poor home delivery management systems, 

costs of drugs, uncertainty of why certain drugs are prescribed, and lack of oversight by physicians 

and pharmacists. 

3) Uncontrolled symptoms, including chronic pain, dyspnea, and asthenia often lead to poor quality of 

life. 

4) Debilitating depression and anxiety are poorly treated by the health care system; the lack of non-

pharmacologic therapies (e.g. counseling) is particularly underutilized. 

5) Physicians may recommend at-home Physical Therapy and Nutritional Counseling for their patients 

– but actual execution of such programs does not occur at reliable rates. Such failures in 

coordination are often not communicated back to the prescribing physician. 

6) Some members are eligible for government benefits (Medicare, Disability, etc.) and social service 

support but often lack the knowledge/resources to take advantage of such services. 

7) Specialist physicians are treating patients and recommending therapies for their patients without the 

knowledge/coordination with the primary care physician.  

8) Electronic Health Records are capturing many health care interventions (diagnoses, medications, 

laboratory results) inaccurately. Locating needed results through the EHR is not intuitive, and can be 

time-consuming for care coordinators and providers. A central, normalized system is necessary to 

aggregate and standardize health information across the community. 

9) When asked, patients/caregivers often have their own stated goals for their health – which remain 

unknown to their providers. 

10) Primary care physicians have little knowledge of what occurs once patients leave the office. 

Physicians‘ understanding of their patients‘ goals, intervention programs, and medication regimens 

remains poorly understood. 
 

Based on these experiences and observations, we make the following recommendations: 

1) Care Coordination is essential to carrying out and relaying recommendations made by all providers 

to benefit patient care. 

2) Care Coordination provides a mechanism for all providers to share recommendations with each 

other. 

3) Targeted patients should have an integrated care plan clearly delineating the patient‘s goals of care. 

The Care Coordinator can capture the ICP. 

4) A pharmacist will be essential to ensuring medications are reconciled properly. 

5) Most patients will need brief, infrequent Care Coordination visits, but a small number of patients 

will require regular, high-touch interventions. A ‗tiered‘ system will be developed to determine the 

level/extent of services patients will require. 

6) It is estimated that a small number of patients will not benefit from Care Coordination due to 

excessively high levels of dysfunction (substance abuse, familial discord, poor impulsive behavior.)  

7) Care Coordinators should be co-located, and affiliated with physician offices, where they can be 

integrated with office personnel and operational systems. 

8) Information Technology and EHR systems will need to be examined, and retooled when appropriate, 

to ensure that data is shared among providers and coordinators. 

9) Even when patients are located in close proximity, Care Coordinators can most likely conduct no 

more than four to six homebound (or six to eight facility visits) visits per day. 

10) Regular follow-up of all recommendations, interventions, and programs must be reviewed by the 

Care Coordinator, and shared with providers. Instructions should be evaluated and retooled on a 

routine basis to help patients (and their caregivers) progress toward their stated goals in the ICP. 
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Description of Protections:  Primary care physicians and care coordination providers shall adopt a 

patient-centered, population health-based approach to coordinating and delivering care to members. 

Providers shall actively engage members, families and caregivers in culturally sensitive shared decision 

making, and require individualized care plans for high-risk members that incorporate strong linkages to 

community resources. Quality and safety of care are upheld while applying evidence-based clinical 

recommendations, clinical decision-support tools, performance measures and active participation of 

members in decision making.  Members receive written materials regarding exercising the complaint 

and grievance process and are encouraged to express their concerns without fear of reprisal. 
 

Services are provided to members without discrimination as to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 

language, sexual orientation, disability or age.  Information shall be made available to Members in 

languages other than English to include, but not limited to Spanish. Members have access to care, timely 

post-hospitalization follow up appointments, same day urgent care appointments within normal hours of 

operation, after-hours access by telephone and may use new communication systems to facilitate 

coordination of care.  Members are involved to the greatest extent possible in the development and 

implementation of their care plan. Care plans incorporate family, friends, and community resources to 

further enhance and strengthen their support, and promote their own self-care, independence, culture and 

autonomy. 
 

Primary care physicians and care coordination providers are committed to providing the highest quality 

medical care, which is often delivered in office based practices and, in some cases, at home, avoiding 

unnecessary hospitalizations and readmissions and emergency room visits whenever possible.  
 

Practice standards as well as policies and procedures are in place and are philosophically grounded by 

member rights that support individual empowerment independence, and guided self-care.   
 

Financing and Payment 

The program proposes a Medicare per member per month payment that will range from $20 to $198 risk 

adjusted based on a three year retrospective look at three years prior claims data and hierarchical 

condition category (HCC) scores. In year three of the initiative, PBPM payments are to reduce by 20%. 

Starting from year three, providers may receive a return of up to 50% of saving achieved to reflect 

efficiencies gained and shift reliance to accountable forms of payment. Practices will receive core 

function support from the Health Access Network as described below and have discretion to use this 

enhanced, non-visit based compensation to support non-billable practitioner time, augment care teams 

(care managers, community health workers social workers, pharmacists, nutritionist, behaviorist) 

through direct hiring or community health teams, and/or invest in technology or data analysts. 
 

Expected Outcomes 

The Tulsa region will utilize the MyHealth® HIE  to monitor, collect and track data on key metrics 

related to the model‘s clinical quality, access to care, patient and caregiver engagement, utilization of 

services, and cost outcomes for the target population. Member experience will be reported by 

participating practices through CAHPS surveys delivered through the practices‘ standard business 

operations. Reports will be communicated to participating providers and stakeholders to motivate 

continued best practices and adoption of methods that achieve improved results.  Performance will be 

trended over time to provide a longitudinal view of performance.  
 

The following measures will be used to assess efficacy of the model: 
Name of Measure Standard Target 

Comprehensive Diabetes Care: HbA1c Control (<8%) NQF  0575  

Diabetes Measure Pair: A Lipid Management: Low Density Lipoprotein NQF 0064  
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Name of Measure Standard Target 

Cholesterol (LDL-C <130, B Lipid Management: LDL-C <100 

Medication Reconciliation: Reconciliation After Discharge from an Inpatient 

Facility 

NQF 0097  

Drugs to be Avoided in the Elderly: A) Patients who receive at least one drug to be 

avoided B) Patients who receive at least two different drugs to be avoided 

NQF 0022  

Reduce Unnecessary Specialty Referals MyHealth 14 5% Reduction 

Decrease the time required for patients to receive an initial review from specialty 

care 

MyHealth 15  

Decrease time from visit request initiation to scheduling of specialist visit (not the 

actual visit, but the time at which the appointment is made) 

MyHealth 16  

Visit scheduled within requested timeframe MyHealth 21  

Decrease Admissions for Asthma MyHealth 25 5% Reduction 

Decrease Admissions for COPD MyHealth 26 5% Reduction 

CHF Admission Rate NQF 0277 5% Reduction 

Decrease ED visits for Asthma MyHealth 28 5% Reduction 

Decrease ED visits for COPD MyHealth 29 5% Reduction 

Decrease ED visits for CHF MyHealth 30 5% Reduction 

All- Cause Readmission Index (Risk Adjusted) NQF 0329  

30 Day Readmission CHF   

CAHPS Patient Satisfaction Survey   

 

The program expects to effect a reduction in combined risk adjusted Medicare / Medicaid spending for 

the population enrolled. The PMPM payment will support the redesign of the clinical practice, care 

coordination, analytics other services necessary to support the effective implementation of the program 

and associated care model within participating practices.  
 

Infrastructure and Implementation 

Tulsa proposes an extension of the state‘s Medicaid Health Access Network (the HAN) currently in 

place. The HAN provides focused care management, care coordination, and care transition services as 

well as population health services for a subset of the Medicaid population within the state.  The HAN 

further provides detailed analytics on the Medicaid population enrolled and facilitates improvements in 

care. The HANs existing administrative and operational capabilities will allow for rapid implementation 

and assessment of the program. Further, aligning incentives between this program and the Medicaid 

Health Access Network provides an economy of scale for CMS, the state of Oklahoma, and the provider 

implementing practice change.  To accomplish these tasks, the following measures will be undertaken: 

 Existing infrastructure shall be expanded to support additional care management capacity and 

metrics unique to this proposal.  

 All participating practices shall follow guidelines promoted by the patient centered medical home 

model.  

 Each practice shall participate as a member of the MyHealth HIE which provides practice and 

provider level quality metrics.  
 

Each of these preexisting programs bolsters a combined infrastructure and facilitates uniform adoption 

of standard processes across practices.  Timelines are addressed within the master timeline (see the 

included appendices) 
 

Feasibility and Sustainability 

While existing statutory and regulatory limitations as well as actions taken by the state now or in the 

future may impact the ability to implement the program described, the SOCM will defer to those issues 
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discussed within the overall state proposal, section one of the combined proposal. Further, SOCM defers 

to the state regarding state funding actions.  
 

Models similar to the model proposed have been successfully implemented within the Medicaid Health 

Access network program throughout the state. The HAN operated by the University of Oklahoma 

School of Community Medicine has a current enrollment of 39,000 members. As enrollment increases, 

additional economies of scale are achieved, allowing for higher efficiency and productivity. This 

program follows a similar model - which is equally scalable. The proposed model can easily be 

expanded to support additional populations and service areas as necessary. 
 

A proposed timeline for implementation is included within the appendices.  
 

Interaction with Other HHS/CMS Initiatives 

The OU School of Community Medicine has adopted an, ―all in‖ approach to CMS initiatives to 

improve care for individuals and populations. As such, many HHS/CMS initiatives have been awarded 

either to the community, or a community partner of the University. Programs which may positively 

impact the effective implementation of this proposal are described below: 
 

Awarded:  

Office of the National Coordinator Beacon Community Program, MyHealth – community partner 

Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative – Tulsa Region 
 

Submitted:  

CMMI Innovation Challenge, MyHealth – community partner 

Implementation of a community wide care coordination tool and a FFS payment to assess the impact    

of its use. 

 

CMMI Innovation Challenge, Western New York – national partner 

3 Beacon proposal to assess impact of a FFS payment for Medication Therapy Management in 

community 
 

Pending Submission:  

3026, MyHealth – community partner 

Program to reduce 30 day readmissions across the community 

Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hosp. Among Nursing Fac Res, Tulsa Health Innovation Zone – 

community partner 
 

Concept #3- ICS Demonstration Model 
 

Table 1: ICS Demonstration Model Overview Chart 

Target Population  
(All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees/ subset/etc.) 

All full benefit Medicare-Medicaid enrollees age 45 and 

older living in the geographic region of proposed ICS 

site. 

Total Number of Full Benefit Medicare-Medicaid 

Enrollees Statewide 
79,891  

Total Number of Members Eligible for Demonstration 22,332 

Geographic Service Area 
(Statewide or listing of pilot service areas) 

In the Oklahoma City or Lawton metropolitan areas and 

a rural area of the state.   

Summary of Covered Benefits  

All existing Medicare and Medicaid health benefits 

currently available to members enrolled in a PACE 

program 
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Financing Model Capitated model 

Summary of Stakeholder Engagement/Input  

(Provide high level listing of events/dates—Section D 

asks for more detailed information) 

Full Stakeholder Meetings:   July to  November 2011 

Presentations August 2011 thru April 2012 

Stakeholder Proposal Review Session:  March-May 

2012 

Proposal Posted for Public Comment:  April 20, 2012 

Proposed Implementation Date(s)   July 2013 
 

Background 

The vision of the OHCA is to build upon the foundation of an established and successful integrated care 

program.  The PACE model is centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with 

chronic care needs and their families to be served in the community whenever possible.  PACE is a 

federal program designed to keep elders living in their homes, connected with their communities and out 

of nursing facilities.  It combines services of an adult day health center, primary care office, and 

rehabilitation facility into a single location.  PACE provides an all-inclusive and comprehensive 

continuum of care designed to maintain and ideally to improve the quality of life for the elderly.  The 

current PACE model has been somewhat limited in its ability to have exponential growth.  There are 86 

operating PACE programs in 29 states
15

.  There are approximately 25,000 PACE participants.  

Although, PACE has a twenty year history of being a proven model of integrated care and financing, it 

has not seen the spur in growth desired.  
 

There is currently one PACE program in the state of Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care is the first and 

only PACE program sponsored by a Native American tribe.  Cherokee Elder Care is available to eligible 

individuals living within the five surrounding counties of Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  Cherokee Elder Care 

has a current enrollment of 100 participants.  Approximately 96% of the participants are eligible for both 

Medicare and Medicaid.  Cherokee Elder Care participants have demonstrated improvement in health as 

a result of being frequently monitored, having input in their managed care plan, and living with as much 

independence as possible within the community.  Cherokee Elder Care has also shown significant 

savings to the state.  With 100 participants, the state of Oklahoma saves approximately $103,587 a 

month or $1,243,044 a year.  
 

Oklahoma believes that PACE is the foundation upon which to build.  Therefore we are proposing to 

establish a design that utilizes the solid infrastructure of the PACE model and includes some 

modifications that would enhance its ability to achieve the aim of better care, better health, and 

increased cost- effectiveness.  The proposed design, entitled Integrated Care Sites (ICS), will protect the 

integrity of the current PACE model, but will enhance its ability to improve the quality of life for 

substantially more people than it currently has the ability to reach and serve.  
 

There are approximately 105,538 individuals eligible for Medicare and Medicaid in the State of 

Oklahoma.  Those individuals eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid who are at least 45 years of age 

or older and reside in the Integrated Care Sites defined geographic service area will be eligible to 

participate in the proposed plan.  The proposed demonstration would specifically exclude individuals 

who are dually eligible and younger than age 45.  The demonstration will also exclude individuals who 

are dually eligible and do not reside in the specified service area of the ICS.  OHCA seeks to pilot the 

ICS demonstration in the metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and/or Lawton and in at least one other 

area of the state.  Chart 3 below shows the number of individuals eligible in Oklahoma City, Lawton and 

three rural areas that have a high concentration of duals.  In addition to including those eligible for both 

                                                 
15 NPA, 2012 
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Medicare and Medicaid, those individuals who exclusively have Medicare or Medicaid and may also be 

eligible for the ICS program.  
 

Chart 3- ICS Eligible Duals 

Location Number of Duals Age 45+ 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 11,255 

Lawton, Oklahoma 1,568 

Cleveland County 3,730 

Muskogee County 3,128 

Leflore County 2,651 
 

Care Model Overview 

The ICS model will include the following modifications/flexibilities to the traditional PACE model: 

Eligibility Modifications/Flexibilities 

 Eligibility for the ICS would be expanded to those who are aged 45 and older. 

 Eligibility for the ICS will not be contingent on an individual meeting nursing facility level of 

care as defined by the state. 

 Eligibility for the ICS would require a person to have at a minimum two or more complex and 

chronic medical conditions as well as some functional limitations as determined by at the 

minimum meeting Personal Care level of care.  
 

Operational Modifications/Flexibilities 

 The ICS model will allow the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to be configured based on the needs 

of the individual participant with the core members remaining constant. Core members include a 

Primary Care Physician, Registered Nurse, and Social Worker. 

 The ICS model will allow for the use of nurse practitioners to collaborate with physicians as 

consistent with state law and have the ability to meet the current PACE requirements related to 

assessments, care planning, and providing primary care to participants. 

 The ICS model would also allow for greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are 

provided to participants. 
 

The overall goal in proposing the aforementioned flexibilities is to provide expanded scalability 

potential and growth of the traditional PACE model. In May of 2012 a query was ran which showed 

there are approximately 66,456 full benefit dually eligible individuals who are age 45 or older in the 

state of Oklahoma. The proposed modification to lower the age of eligibility to age 45 has the potential 

of allowing more individuals the ability to be eligible for the program.  Modifying the age of eligibility 

will allow the states to utilize the ICS model as a broader solution for addressing the needs of a larger 

proportion of the dual eligible population.  At the core of the traditional PACE model is the notion of 

preventive care services.  The proposed modification of eligibility no longer being contingent on an 

individual‘s ability to meet nursing facility level of care will allow for greater emphasis being placed 

upon preventive care services.  The state hopes that by intervening earlier, it will be possible to improve 

care and better manage the use of Medicare and Medicaid covered services provided to these 

individuals, as well as prevent or delay nursing facility eligibility for some portion of individuals who 

would otherwise eventually require nursing facility care.  
 

The state believes that it will take both eligibility and operational changes to accomplish the goal of 

expanding the growth and capacity of the traditional PACE model.  Therefore the OHCA is proposing 

that ICS organizations be allowed to configure the IDT based on the needs of the individual participant 

with the three core members (PCP, RN, and MSW) remaining constant.  This proposed modification 
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would parallel the nature of the ICS model as being a participant centered model.  The smaller core team 

with requirements to add additional team members as determined necessary on the basis of the 

participant‘s individual health needs has the potential to enhance program efficiency without 

compromising quality of care.  The OHCA also proposes an expanded role for Nurse Practitioners as 

consistent with state law.  The state of Oklahoma is primarily a rural state which makes employing PCPs 

a challenging exercise.  Traditional PACE growth has been stifled by this challenge as well, as growth is 

limited by the PACE center‘s ability to hire PCPs.  The expanded use of nurse practitioners as consistent 

with state law could effectively resolve the challenges of finding PCPs.  The state proposed operational 

modification of greater flexibilities in regard to settings where services are provided is not intended to 

eliminate the need for a physical ICS location.  The intent is to allow the ICS organization to assure the 

provision of all necessary services through an expanded network of contracted providers, including adult 

day health care center, senior centers, etc.  Start-up costs and the capital needed to construct a building 

are very costly and is a barrier to many organizations to becoming PACE providers.  This modification 

will give those organizations the flexibility to contract with an adult day health center or senior center 

and begin serving participants while in the process of constructing a building, or in absence of 

constructing a building, that comprises both a clinic and adult day health center.  
 

OHCA plans to pilot the ICS model in Oklahoma metropolitan areas as well as more rural areas of the 

state where a high concentration of individuals who are dually eligible reside. OHCA does not intend to 

mandate that the pilot ICS programs include all of the proposed modifications, rather that each pilot 

program, in consultation with the state, would encompass at least two of the modifications requested. 

The ICS will serve individuals living in the specified geographical areas where the demonstration is 

being piloted.  The process of specifying the geographic area will occur through consultation with the 

ICS provider.  The specified geographic service area may be identified by county, zip code, street 

boundaries, census tract, block, or tribal jurisdictional area.  
 

Individuals who meet the Age, Blind, and/or Disabled category of Medicaid eligibility are enrolled in 

the Medicaid program at their county Department of Human Services (DHS) office.  This same office 

also helps those individuals enroll in the Medicare program, if they have not met the automatic 

qualifications for Medicare enrollment.  The DHS workers also serve as enrollment brokers as they 

inform the members of the options of services and programs available to them.  For example those 

individuals who reside in the service area of the Cherokee Elder Care PACE center are told about the 

option of PACE along with the other HCBS the individual may qualify for. 
 

Enrollment in the ICS program will be dependent on the ability of persons to meet the eligibility criteria.  

The eligibility criteria for the ICS program will be as follows: 

 An individual must be 45 years of age or older 

 An individual must live in the defined service area 

 An individual must be eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid and/or eligible for either 

Medicare or Medicaid exclusively 

 An individual must at a minimum have two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as 

well as some functional limitations, at the minimum meeting State Plan Personal Care Level of 

Care 

 An individual must be able to safely reside in the community at the time of enrollment as 

determined by the ICS provider 
 

Upon verification of program eligibility, the individual will be scheduled to undergo an evaluation 

period where they will be assessed by the IDT.  The IDT will meet after the completion of the 

evaluation, discuss their assessment, and develop a plan of care for the individual.  After the plan of care 
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is developed, an enrollment conference will be convened.  During the enrollment conference, the ICS 

staff will review the plan of care and the individual will have the opportunity to discuss any concerns 

with the plan of care.  Following this discussion, the enrollment agreement will be reviewed and signed 

by the individual, thereby establishing the individual‘s enrollment in the program.  
 

The ICS Model will utilize a seamless integrated benefit design.  The ICS will be accountable for the 

delivery and management of all covered medical and LTSS for their participants.  ICSs will employ or 

contract with providers that will deliver team-based integrated primary and behavioral health care to 

program participants.  The ICS will also be responsible for coordinating the care of participants across 

providers.  The ICS will arrange for the availability of care and services by specialists, hospitals, and 

providers of LTSS and other community supports.  Integration will extend to all administrative 

processes, including outreach and education, customer service, and grievance and appeals.  
 

The ICS will be all- inclusive benefits and services models.  All services and benefits offered through 

Medicare will be available to participants as well as all benefits offered through Medicaid.  All services 

and benefits deemed to be necessary for participant care by the IDT will be provided.  The services that 

are excluded will be any service that is not authorized by the IDT, unless it is an emergency service.  A 

more in depth description of items and services included in the benefits package can be found in 

Appendix G.  
 

The ICS model will utilize the infrastructure and foundation of the proven PACE model.  The PACE 

model is an innovative, fully-integrated provider of care for the frailest and most costly members of 

society.  The PACE model‘s focus on prevention and wellness has resulted in health improvements and 

cost savings.  PACE participants also express high satisfaction with their care and experience less pain, 

fewer hospitalizations, less likelihood of depression, and many other health benefits, all at reduced cost 

to the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  
 

In a study of effective models of care for older patients with chronic illness, PACE is identified as a 

comprehensive, primary care model with great potential to improve quality of care and quality of life for 

its patients, in part due to the presence of four critical processes
16

.  Those four processes are the 

development of a comprehensive patient assessment that includes a complete review of all medical, 

psychosocial, lifestyle and value issues; creation and implementation of an evidence-based plan of care 

that addresses all of the patients health needs; communication and coordination with all who provide for 

the care of the patient; and promotion of patients‘ and their family caregivers‘ engagement in their own 

health care.  A national evaluation of PACE found higher quality of care and better outcomes among 

PACE participants compared to HCBS clients
17

.  PACE participants reported: better self-rated health 

status; better preventive care, with respect to hearing and vision screenings, flu shots, and pneumococcal 

vaccines; fewer unmet needs; less pain interfering with normal daily functioning; less likelihood of 

depression; and better management of health care.  
 

PACE provides comprehensive care management through its interdisciplinary team with the objective of 

improving participants‘ quality of life, health and outcomes while avoiding unnecessary care and costs.  

A 2005 study found that PACE participants have low risks of long term nursing home placement.  The 

risk of admission to a nursing home for 30 days or longer was 14.9% over a period of 3 years.  Fewer 

than 20% of PACE participants spent more than 30 days in a nursing home over the course of their 

                                                 
16 Boult, C. (2010).  Comprehensive primary care for older patients with multiple chronic conditions: "Nobody rushes you through.”  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 304, No. 17, pp. 
1937-1943. 
17  Leavitt, M. (2009).  Interim Report to Congress: The Quality and Cost of the Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly.  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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enrollment
18

.  PACE participants also experience fewer hospitalizations and fewer re-hospitalizations 

than their counterparts in other Medicaid funded programs.  The hospital rate for PACE participants in 

2009/2010 was 43% lower than the rate for dual eligible recipients of Medicaid home and community 

based services and 24% lower than dual eligibles receiving Medicaid nursing home services.  The 30 

day re-admission rate in PACE was 17% lower than the national readmission rate for 65+ dual eligible 

members in 2008
19

.  These numbers are notable given the significantly higher acuity of PACE 

participants.  
 

Stakeholder Engagement and Beneficiary Protections 

The PACE expansion component of the dual eligible demonstration project was of great interest to a 

variety of entities across the State of Oklahoma.  Through the stakeholder engagement process, we 

garnered the attention of some who had previously shown interest in PACE and enlightened individuals 

who were unfamiliar with the PACE concept.  Stakeholder contacts were made through e-mail, phone, 

and referrals from stakeholders.  Meetings were held throughout the state of Oklahoma in an effort to 

gain the insight of individuals throughout the state.  We held numerous group meetings, attended and 

spoke at various board and advisory committees, and conferences.  We also had two member attended 

focus groups.  Multiple follow-up visits were made to groups who expressed increased interest and had 

additional questions.  All of our meeting dates and locations are shown below.  A detailed overview of 

stakeholder meetings can be found in Appendix H.  
 

Central Oklahoma Economic Development District,   

Aging Services July 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 

Tulsa Health Community Leaders August 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 

Daily Living Centers August 2
nd

, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 

Citizen Potawatomi Nation August 3
rd

, 2011 Shawnee, OK 

Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma August 4
th

, 2011 Wilburton, OK 

Share Medical Center  August 9
th

, 2011 Alva, OK 

Eastern Economic Development District August 11
th

, 2011 Muskogee, OK 

Metropolitan Better Living Center August 12
th

, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 

St. John‘s Metropolitan Baptist Church August 16
th

, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 

Ada Senior Care Center August 17
th

, 2011 Ada, OK 

Morton Comprehensive Health Care September 1
st
, 2011 Tulsa, OK 

Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center September 8
th

, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 

Chickasaw Health Administration September 12
th

, 2011 Ada, OK 

Full Circle Senior Adult day Center September 20
th

, 2011 Norman, OK 

Shawnee Senior Center September 21
st
, 2011 Shawnee, OK 

Chickasaw Nation Sovereign Medical Solutions November 1
st
, 2011 Ada, OK 

Alva Senior Nutrition Center (Focus Group Forum)  August 9th, 2011 Alva, OK 

Wyatt F Jeltz Senior Center (Focus Group Forum) September 29
th

, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Below are dates of presentations made to advisory committees, boards, seminars, and supplemental 

meetings attended. 
 

Via Christi HOPE PACE Center August 18th, 2011 Wichita, KS 

OHCA Board Retreat August 24th, 2011 Tulsa, OK 

OHCA SoonerCare Tribal Consultation Annual Meeting October 12th, 2011 Shawnee, OK 

                                                 
18 Friedman, S., Steinbach‘s, D., Rathoutz, P., Burton, L., & Mukamel, D. (2005).  Characteristics Predicting Nursing Home Admission in the Program of 

All-Inclusive Care for Elderly People.  The Gerontologist, Volume 45, No. 2, pp. 157-166. 
19 Oelschlaeger, A. (n.d.). www.academyhealth.org/files/2011/sunday/oelschlaeger.pdf. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
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Medical Advisory Committee  November 16th, 2011 Oklahoma City, OK 

Oklahoma City Area Inter-tribal Health Board Directors 

Meeting 

January 10th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 

County Health Department January 12th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 

Leading Age Oklahoma Annual Conference March 13th, 2012 Oklahoma City, OK 

Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board Meeting April 10th, 2012 Talihina, OK 

       

Each and every meeting presented a promising opportunity to gather new ideas and look at the 

challenges that are presented with the design of a PACE like model.  Some of the common themes heard 

from stakeholders were the inability to afford program start-up and operations costs, not being able to 

provide services to many of the people currently served due to PACE eligibility restrictions, and the 

inability to provide the infrastructure of the PACE model (physical building consisting of both a clinic 

and ADHC and staff).  Some of these common themes are directly addressed in the proposed design 

such as lowering the age of eligibility and removing the requirement to meet nursing facility level of 

care, so that organizations can continue providing services to more of their current members.  Also, in 

response to the comments from stakeholders, the proposed design gives greater flexibility in where a 

participant can receive care.  This flexibility will allow for greater provider creativity and ability to 

provide services to participants while a physical center is being established or in place of the 

establishment of a center that encompasses all of the current PACE requirements.  The proposed design 

offers an opportunity to both members and organizations to receive and provide care that is both 

accessible and highly efficient.  
 

The ICS will be responsible for establishing and maintaining a participant bill of rights.  The bill of 

rights will be designed to protect and promote the rights of the participant.  Examples of these rights are 

included in Appendix I.  The ICS will also be responsible for establishing an internal grievance and 

appeals process.  The ICS must establish a formal written process to evaluate and resolve medical and 

non-medical grievances by participants, their family members, or representatives.  The ICS will have a 

formal written appeals process to address non-coverage or nonpayment of a service.  If a participant is 

unsatisfied with the outcome of the internal ICS grievance or appeals process, he or she will have the 

opportunity to file a grievance or appeal directly to the OHCA.  The OHCA will provide ongoing 

monitoring and oversight of the ICS internal grievance and appeals process.  
 

Financing and Payment 

The State will utilize the capitated approach to integration for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees for the ICS 

model.  The State plans to enter a three-way agreement with CMS and the ICS provider. The ICS 

provider will receive a prospective blended payment to provide comprehensive seamless coverage.  
 

Utilizing the capitated financial approach, payments will be made to ICS providers through a full-risk 

capitation payment type. CMS and the State will pay a blended payment to the ICS provider on a per 

member per month basis. The state intends to establish rates based on the identified participant sub-

populations.  Specifically, the state is proposing to set a standard rate for those participants who meet the 

minimum standard of at least two or more complex and chronic medical conditions as well as some 

functional limitations as determined by having met State Plan Personal Care Level of Care.  The state 

will set another standard rate for those who do meet nursing facility level of care.  The rate for the latter 

sub-group will include an increased amount to account for the cost of long term care services.  
 

Expected Outcomes 

The OHCA utilizes an array of systems that provide the landscape of its analytic capacity.  One such 

program utilized by OHCA is MedAI The MedAI system is a risk navigation system that uses predictive 
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modeling to identify high-risk members and predicted costs associated with those members. Dual 

eligible members can be included in predictive modeling, grouping patients by disease state and chronic 

illnesses to direct more efficient care. The MedAI system also has the ability to track utilization, patient 

compliance, and provider efficiency. SoonerCare MMIS can support multiple enrollment, benefit and 

payment methodologies. Fully capitated managed care, partially capitated managed care and patient 

centered medical home delivery models can all be supported by the MMIS. Oklahoma‘s MMIS uses 

HP‘s Interchange claims processing system, which currently processes approximately 4 million claims 

per month for Medicaid and other Health and Human Services agencies in the state.  
 

The following table displays the expected outcomes of the ICS demonstration.  Expected outcomes are 

based on the outcomes that have been noted historically in PACE sites. 
 

Table 8-ICS Expected Outcomes 

Improvement Targets Evidence Measurement 

Decrease in avoidable 

hospitalizations 

Decrease in admissions after 60 days 

Decrease in admissions after 90 days 

Decrease in admissions after 120 days 

10% Decrease 

10% Decrease 

10% Decrease 

Decrease in Emergency Room 

utilization 

Decrease in ER expenditures for target population 10% Decrease 

Decrease in number of prescribed 

drugs 

Decrease in number of drugs prescribed to target population 

Decrease in prescription drug expenditures for target population 

5% Decrease 

Increase in preventive care 

services 

Increase in PCP visits 10% Increase 

Increase in participant satisfaction 

with care 

Increase in satisfaction as self- reported 10% Increase 

 

Infrastructure and Implementation 

OHCA is a multi-billion dollar agency with a total budget exceeding $4 billion dollars.  In state fiscal 

year 2011, 968,296 Oklahomans were served by Oklahoma Medicaid programs.  OHCA is among the 

top Medicaid agencies in terms of members served and total operating budget.  OHCA expects to utilize 

a three-way agreement process for the proposed demonstration.  OHCA will enter a contract agreement 

with CMS and the ICS provider organization.  
 

OHCA will have to complete an 1115 Research and Demonstration application in order to implement 

the proposed demonstration.  The 1115 Research and Demonstration process includes the states 

assurance that the proposal will be budget neutral, public posting and comment, public hearings to seek 

public input, tribal consultation, and submission of the application to CMS.  
 

The OHCA plans to focus the initial implementation of the proposed program on the metropolitan areas 

of Oklahoma.  OHCA will hope to replicate this program in other areas as the outcomes are measured 

and cost savings are achieved. Integrated Care sites design and proposal timeline is shown in Appendix 

I. 
 

Feasibility and Sustainability 

State funding is a significant challenge and could impact the ability to successfully implement the 

proposal.  The proposed plan must be found to be budget neutral in order to receive the approval of the 

State to implement through an 1115 Waiver process.  If the proposed plan is not found to be budget 

neutral, it will not be approved or implemented.  As a part of the 1115 Research and Demonstration 

application process, legislative approval may be necessary to proceed with implementation of the 

proposed demonstration.  
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The State will release a Request For Proposal in an effort to discover an organization that has the ability 

and desire to make application to become an Integrated Care Site provider.  While the demonstration is 

not limited to participation by the current PACE organization as an ICS, PACE organizations will be 

considered to meet the requirements for being an ICS because the PACE program agreement 

requirements address all of the ICS criteria for participation.  For organizations not already operating as 

a PACE organization, an ICS application will be issued for new organizations to submit for the state and 

CMS to review.  The RFP and application process will have to be completed before full implementation 

of the design can begin.  
 

The proposed demonstration will utilize the infrastructure of the PACE program model.  The PACE 

program model progressed from inception as a single site to a multisite demonstration.  It then further 

progressed to a permanent part of the Medicare program and a Medicaid state plan option.  The 

proposed demonstration will have the same potential as the PACE model it is built upon, to go from a 

single site demonstration to a multisite demonstration.  The proposed program is a demonstration of the 

possibility increased program flexibilities give to the scalability of the current PACE model and has the 

potential of being replicated at other current PACE sites and new PACE or PACE – like sites in multiple 

states.  
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Attachments 
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Appendix A 

Top 10 Costliest Conditions And PMPM Expenditures 
 

The diagnostic categories that the vendor could see likely promises for members are Acute Myocardial 

Infarction, Chronic Kidney Disease, Colorectal Cancer, Coronary Artery Disease, Heart Failure, 

HIV/AIDS Lung Cancer Multiple Sclerosis, Other Depressive Disorders, Other Psychotic Disorders, 

Personality Disorders,  Substance Related Disorders, and Tobacco Use
20

.  

 

Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Members 

Total Enrollment and Spending (CY 2009) 

Diagnostic Category Member

s 

% of Total 

Members 

Member 

Months 

Total Medicare/ 

Medicaid Spending 

1. Hypertension  23,822  30.5%  272,405  $986,297,142  

2. Hip/Pelvic Fracture  21,977  28.1%  247,839  $820,167,314  

3. Depression  17,218  22.0%  189,530  $784,798,299  

4. Diabetes  20,630  26.4%  234,990  $770,312,021  

5. Ischemic Heart 

Disease  

19,148  24.5%  222,493  $666,446,909  

6. Chronic Kidney 

Disease  

10,176  13.0%  110,146  $649,270,412  

7. Coronary Artery 

Disease  

11,186  14.3%  126,733  $602,992,307  

8. COPD  13,813  17.7%  156,829  $531,799,390  

9. RA/OA  17,850  22.9%  205,821  $525,563,980  

10. Tobacco Use 8,964 11.5% 101,089 $425,495,983 

 

Chronically Ill Dually Eligible SoonerCare Members: All Duals  

PMPM Expenditures and Utilization per 1,000 Members (CY 2009) 
 

Diagnostic Category PMPM 

Spending 

Total IP 

Admissions 

Total OP 

Visits 

Total 

SNF 

Days 

Total 

Physician 

Visits 

1. Acute Myocardial 

Infarction  

$6,373  3,262  9,467  13,688  8,769  

2. Chronic Kidney Disease  $5,895  1,882  9,895  11,393  8,301  

3. Other Psychotic 

Disorders  

$5,746  1,525  8,301  12,564  5,053  

4. Developmental 

Disorders  

$5,531  440  5,071  2,091  4,691  

5. Heart Failure  $5,102  2,870  8,515  38,409  5,928  

6. Substance Related 

Disorders  

$5,036  1,763  8,246  3,312  9,917  

7. Lung Cancer  $4,990  2,164  10,373  5,877  12,287  

8. Colorectal Cancer  $4,962  1,614  9,616  6,560  10,598  

9. ADHD  $4,960  1,323  7,528  7,271  5,420  

                                                 
20 PHPG 
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Diagnostic Category PMPM 

Spending 

Total IP 

Admissions 

Total OP 

Visits 

Total 

SNF 

Days 

Total 

Physician 

Visits 

10. Other Depressive 

Disorders  

$4,853  631  4,929  1,846  6,339  
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Appendix B 

Medicare/ Medicaid Eligibility 
 

Medicare Medicaid 

Generally, you are eligible for Medicare if you or your 

spouse worked for at least 10 years in Medicare-

covered employment and you are 65 years or older and 

a citizen or permanent resident of the United States. If 

you are not yet 65, you might also qualify for coverage 

if you have a disability or with End-Stage Renal 

disease (permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or 

transplant). 

Here are some simple guidelines: 

You can get Part A at age 65 without having to pay 

premiums if:  

 You already get retirement benefits from Social 

Security or the Railroad Retirement Board.  

 You are eligible to get Social Security or 

Railroad benefits but have not filed for them.  

 You or your spouse had Medicare-covered 

government employment.  

 

If you are under 65, you can get Part A without having 

to pay premiums if you have:  

 Received Social Security or Railroad 

Retirement Board disability benefits for 24 

months.  

 End-Stage Renal Disease and meet certain 

requirements.  

While you do not have to pay a premium for Part A if 

you meet one of those conditions, you must pay for 

Part B if you want it. The Part B monthly premium in 

2012 is $99.90. For additional details, see our FAQ 

titled: Note: You will be eligible for Medicare when 

you turn 65 even if you are not eligible for Social 

Security retirement benefits. 

 

 

 

 Adults with children under age 18 

 Recipients of the Temporary Assistance to 

Needy Families (TANF) program are 

automatically eligible for health benefits.   

 Adults with children under the age of 18 who 

do not receive TANF may, in some 

circumstances, also be eligible for medical 

services.  

 Children under age 19 and pregnant women. 

 Children under the age of 19 and pregnant 

women whose family incomes meet  

 Aged, Blind or Disabled 

 Individuals who are 65 or older are eligible if 

they meet the financial criteria.  

 

To be eligible for medical benefits in Oklahoma, a 

person will need to apply for and receive a disability 

determination from the Social Security Administration. 

To be considered disabled, a person must have a 

physical or mental impairment, disease or loss that 

appears reasonably certain to continue at least 12 

months without significant improvement and that 

substantially impairs his/her ability to perform labor or 

services or to engage in a useful occupation.  

 

In addition, people eligible for Medicare Part A may 

qualify to have medical benefits pay their Medicare 

premiums, co-payments and deductibles as a Qualified 

Medicare Beneficiary (QMB), a Qualified Disabled and 

Working Individual (QDWI) or a Specified Low 

Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB).  (Get more 

information about these programs).  

 

The recipient's monthly income and resources must 

meet guidelines. 

People who belong to the "aged, blind and disabled" 

group may also qualify for a State Supplemental 

Payment. 
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Appendix C 

CMHC Service Areas 

 

City  Program  Telephone  

El Reno  
Canadian County Systems of Care  

comprehensive services support for children  
405-262-3209  

Elk City  
Beckham County Systems of Care  

comprehensive services support for children  
580-323-6021  

Lawton  
Parkview Supervised Apartments  

supportive residential program  
580-357-7967  

Norman  
Thunderbird Clubhouse, Inc.  

psychosocial clubhouse  
405-321-7331  

Norman  

Transition House, Inc.  

supportive residential program 

http://www.thouse.org  

405-360-7926  

Oklahoma 

City  

NAMI Oklahoma  

advocacy group  
405-230-1900  

Oklahoma 

City  

Oklahoma Mental Health Consumer Council, Inc. 

advocacy group  

405-604-6975  

or toll-free at 1-888-

424-1305  

Oklahoma 

City  

Oklahoma County Systems of Care  

comprehensive services support for children  
405-858-2880  

Oklahoma 

City  

Parents as Partners 

Oklahoma Federation of Families for Children's Mental 

Health  

405-232-2796 

or toll-free at 

1-866-492-KIDS  

Oklahoma 

City  

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center , 

Department of Pediatrics  

screening for effects of prenatal  

substance abuse exposure  

405-271-6824  

Ext. 110  

Ponca City  
Kay County Systems of Care  

comprehensive services support for children  
580-762-8121  

Poteau  
LeFlore County Youth Services  

youth crisis intervention  
918-647-4196  

Tulsa  
Crossroads, Inc.  

psychosocial clubhouse  
918-749-2141  

Tulsa  
Mental Health Association in Tulsa-Safe Haven services to 

homeless  
918-585-3337  

Tulsa  
TAMI/NAMI Tulsa  

advocacy program  
918-582-8264  

Tulsa  
Tulsa County Systems of Care  

comprehensive services support for children  
918-495-0770  

Tulsa  Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless  918-583-5588  
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Appendix D 

SoonerCare Silver Workplan/Timeline 
 

Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 

Parties 

Feb 1 thru 29, 

2012 

Draft proposal document 

Analyze current OHCA programs that serve similar populations 

Review literature, and summarize effective care coordination models 

Identify evidenced based practices that best support care coordination models for OK 

duals 

Dual eligible 

staff 

Feb 1 thru  

Apr 20, 2012 

Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns of utilization 

Identify target population and service parameters for OK duals 

Dual eligible 

staff 

PHPG 

consultants 

Feb 27 thru  

Apr 20, 2012 
Create  draft dual eligible proposal 

Dual eligible 

staff 

Mar 15 thru  

May20, 2012 

Draft proposal review 

Submit draft proposal to community partners, OHCA advisories, tribal partners and 

leaders 

Convene public comment session/post draft proposal on state website 

Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 

Dual eligible 

staff  

Stakeholders 

Mar 22 to  

May 20, 2012 
Public comment period Public 

May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to CMS 
Dual eligible 

staff 

May 31  thru  

Jun 15, 2012 

Determine requirements for implementation and start date 

Clarify potential rule changes and SPA‘s 

Finalize MMIS requirements for systems creating platform for enrollment, 

identification and data exchange 

Identify budget needs/budget neutrality 

OHCA staff 

May 31 thru  

Aug 15, 2012 
CMS proposal review 

CMS 

OHCA staff 

June 15 thru  

Aug 15, 2012 

Develop MOU with CMS 

Develop evaluation plan and major project goals and outcomes 

CMS 

OHCA staff 

Jun 1 thru  

Jul 30, 2012 
Develop terms and conditions for  RFP  OHCA staff 

Aug 15 thru  

Sep 30, 2012 

Finalize MOU with CMS  

Notify stakeholders and member community of fully executed agreement 

CMS 

OHCA staff 

Aug 1, 2012 Release RFP  OHCA  staff 

Sep 1 thru Oct 

1, 2012 
Review RFP responses and select proposal OHCA staff 

Dec 1, 2012 

thru  

Feb 1, 2013 

Finalize with MMIS about software requirements and standards for installation and  

implementation,  

Dual eligible 

staff 

Oct 31, 2012 Award contract OHCA staff 

Oct 31 thru  

Dec 31, 2012 
Negotiate and finalize three way contract with vendor(s) and CMS 

OHCA staff, 

vendor, CMS 

Jan 1 thru Jul 1, Hold implementation meetings to develop final project design and implementation OHCA staff, 
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Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 

Parties 

2013 strategy. vendor  

Jul 1, 2013 Begin demonstration 
OHCA staff, 

vendor 
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Appendix E 

THIZ Workplan/Timeline 
 

Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible Parties 

Mar 12- Apr 20, 2012 

Draft proposal review 

Submit draft proposal for initial dual stakeholder review 

Integrate stakeholder comments 

Respond to and incorporate public comments for draft proposal 

OHCA/THIZ and 

Stakeholders 

Mar 20- May 20, 2012 Public comment period Public 

May 31, 2012 Submit proposal to OHCA for CMS THIZ 

Apr 27 – Jun 15, 2012 Establish MyHealth HIE connection THIZ 

Jun 15- Jan  22, 2013 Develop Measures THIZ 

Jun 15- Oct 22, 2012  Develop Evidence Based Protocols THIZ 

Aug 23- Sep 23, 2012  Development of  agreement THIZ /OHCA 

Sep 23- 30, 2012 Sign an agreement with OHCA THIZ /OHCA 

Oct 1-Nov 1, 2012 
Develop project documents 

Revise timelines, develop job descriptions 
THIZ 

Jun 1- Dec 1, 2013 Hire project staff THIZ  

Jun 15- Jul 15, 2013 Begin demonstration THIZ 
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Appendix F 

Budget Requested for THIZ 

 
Category Position Summary of Duties % FTE $ 

Staff Project Manager 

 

Project Management, program development, 

staff and contract supervision 

1.0 $87,619 

 Clinical Analyst 

 

Develop new systems as necessary to support 

the implementation for the proposal. 

1.0 $67,464 

 Data Analyst 

 

Develop metrics and measurement tools 

necessary for evaluation of the program. 

1.0 $67,464 

 Epidemiologist Continuously evaluate ongoing efficacy of 

system. Make recommendations for change 

based on data available. 

.5 $40,200 

 Trainer Develop curriculum and train participating 

organizations in fulfilling the model 

1.0 $67,464 

 Report Developer Develop and produce reports to view and 

report measurement metrics. 

1.0 $67,464 

Sub-total Personnel    $397,675 

HIE Information Exchange Health Information Exchange Access and 

analysis platform, data transfer and 

management 

 $100,000 

Travel Airfare, Lodging, per diem 

for required meetings 

Mileage for meetings 

 

Use funds for state staff travel necessary to 

support the design activities and discussions 

with federal partners ,Quarterly Project 

meetings, community meeting mileage  

3 staff 

@ 4 

meetings 

 

Mileage 

$ 22,000 

 

 

 

Meetings Member/Stakeholder 

Community  

Regional meetings to introduce care 

coordination model, meals for guests, facilities 

 $ 40,000 

Supplies and 

Materials 

 Member mailings, brochures, training 

materials, and publications 

 $ 10,000 

$105,000 

Sub Total Misc.    $283,000 

Total    $680,675 
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Appendix G 

Integrated Care Sites Benefits 
 

The benefits package for ICS participants will include but not be limited to the following: 

 

 
 

  

• Primary Care Services 

• Nursing Center 

• Physical Therapy 

• Occupational Therapy 

• Recreational Therapy 

• Nutritional Counseling 

• Social Services 

• Meals 

ICS 
Facility/Contracted 

Facility  

• Dentistry 

• Optometry 

• Audiology 

• Podiatry 

• Cardiology 

• Rheumatology 

Medical Specialists 

• Home Health Care Services 

• Personal Care Services Home Care Services 

• To and from the PACE Center 

• To and from all medical appointments Transportation Services 

• All Necessary prescription Drugs 

• Pharmacy Services 

Prescription and 
Medication Management 

• Acute Hospital Care 

• Respite Care 

• Family/Caregiver Support Services 

• Medical Equipment and Supplies 

• Laboratory Tests 

• Hearing/Vision Services 

• Nursing Homes Services (when necessary) 

• Any Service deemed necessary by the IDT team 

Other Services 
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Appendix H 

Detailed Description of ICS Stakeholder Meetings 
Stakeholder Group Central Oklahoma Economic Development District, Aging Services 

Area Shawnee – Pottawatomie and Seminole Counties 

# of Attendees 7 

Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE 

 Overview of Duals Project 

 Cherokee Elder Care 

 Adult Day Center vs. PACE 

 PACE Enrollment 

 PACE Disenrollment 

 Availability of Partnerships 

Feedback: Concerns/ 

Barriers/Interests 
 Partnerships would avoid duplication services 

 Transportation is major barrier 

 Funding is major Barrier 

 Possible locations for a PACE center is a barrier 

 Adequate staff is a barrier to meet full IDT requirement 
 

Stakeholder Group Tulsa Health Community Leaders 

Area Tulsa, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 

# of Attendees 14 

Discussion Topics  Brief Overview of Current Senior Programs in Tulsa 

 Brief Overview of Current Federal Community Health Center in Tulsa 

 Brief Overview of Hospital Network in Tulsa 

 Overview of PACE 

 Challenges of PACE 

 Interest of Tulsa Health Leaders in PACE 

Feedback: Concerns/ 

Barriers/Interests 
 PACE marketing may be challenging 

 Collaborating with other community agencies to integrate services 

 Age Criteria of PACE – have current clients who would not be able to participate in 

PACE due to age 
 

Stakeholder Group Daily Living Centers – Adult Day Health Organizations 

Area Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (Central Oklahoma) 

# of Attendees 6 

Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 

 Financial Impact of PACE 

 Cost of Starting a PACE program 

 Partnerships with State Medicaid and CMS 

Feedback: Concerns/ 

Barriers/Interests 
 Does not trust partnering with the state and CMS 

 Concerned that rates would drop significantly once program is started 

 Concerned that there is no financial assistance available for start-up costs 

 Eligibility Age criteria is a barrier as many younger adults need PACE like care 
 

Stakeholder Group Kiamichi Economic Development District of Oklahoma  

Area Wilburton, Oklahoma (Southeast Oklahoma) 

# of Attendees 8 

Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 

 Possible partnership to develop PACE 

 PACE impact on Southeast Oklahoma  

 Current PACE program in Oklahoma Health Care Authority  
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 Current organizations providing services in Southeast Oklahoma 

Feedback: Concerns/ 

Barriers/Interests 
 Limited finances for implementation and operation is a barrier 

 Resources for partnerships and contracting is limited 

 Elderly leaving current primary care provider may be a challenge 
 

Stakeholder Group Share Medical Group 

Area Alva, Oklahoma (Northwest Oklahoma) 

# of Attendees 8 

Discussion Topics  Overview of PACE model 

 City‘s involvement in establishing PACE 

 Possible locations for PACE in Alva 

 Infrastructure and Transportation 

 Stability of PACE 

 Financial Model of PACE 

Feedback: Concerns/ 

Barriers/Interests 
 Current Financial Projections are a barrier to PACE implementation 

 No adult day health program in the town 

 Concerned that alternative sites cannot be used for PACE program 

 Area is very rural 
 

Stakeholder Group Eastern Oklahoma Development District 

Area Muskogee, Oklahoma (Northeast Oklahoma) 

# of Attendees 7 

Discussion Topics  Overview of Duals Project 

 Overview of PACE Expansion 

 Testimonies on behalf of PACE participants 

 Locations for possible PACE Center 

 Barriers and Challenges to Expanding PACE 

Feedback: Concerns/ 

Barriers/Interests 
 Start-up costs is a barrier 

 Location for PACE center/services 
    

Member Focus Group Forum #1  Senior Citizens Nutrition Center 

# of Attendees 32  

Questions Responses 

How many people receive Medicare benefits?  Majority of hands raised 

How many people receive Medicaid benefits?  Some hands raised 

What are some things you like about your current health 

plan? 
 Medicare pays the bills 

 Medicare does the paperwork 

 Likes supplemental insurance plan 

 Likes mostly everything about plan 

What are some things you dislike about your current health 

plan? 
 Does not cover eye care 

 Does not cover vision care 

 Does not cover dental care 

Describe what it is like when you go to a doctor‘s visit.  Dr. appointments are usually a long waiting process 

 Dr. rushes to get you out of the office 

 Dr. does not stick around long enough to help you  

 No time spent on answering questions about 

personal health 

What health benefits/services are most important to you?   Eye care 

 Ear care 

 Dental care 

 Foot Care 
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 Chiropractor services should be in benefit plan 

How satisfied are you with your prescription drug plan?  Most people fairly satisfied 

 Some feel like they do not get the quality/quantity 

of medications for what they pay 

 Dissatisfied with the increased costs of prescriptions 

How would you feel if your health services, social 

interaction, meals, and therapy were located in one location? 
 Too Good to Be True 

 Sounds like Obamacare – don‘t like it 

 

Additional Comments/Concerns  Wants a health care plan that does not charge a 

premium 

 Does not want to travel outside home area for 

routine care 

 Does not want to travel far  for specialty care 

 Would like PCP to listen more 

 Would change PCP if necessary to get better 

care/services 
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Appendix I 
Integrated Care Site Design Proposal Timeline 

Timeframe Key Activities/Milestones Responsible 

Parties 

July – September 

2011 

 Contacted organizations to schedule stakeholder and focus group meetings 

 Facilitated Stakeholder meetings across the State of Oklahoma 

 Held PACE workgroups to gather specific data relative to PACE 

expansion 

State PACE 

Staff  

October – December  

2011 

 Analyze Medicare and Medicaid data for significant themes and patterns 

of utilization 

 Attend National Seminars and Conference Workshops to gather 

information regarding trends in PACE implementation 

 Held additional Stakeholder Meetings, conducted follow-up visits to 

organizations 

State PACE 

Staff 

January – February 

2012 

 Gathered data to explore a PACE model with expansion criteria(s) 

 Create draft dual eligible proposal 

State PACE 

Staff 

March – May 

2012 

 Revised Dual Eligible Proposal to include expanded PACE criteria 

 Post Dual Eligible Proposal for Public Review and Comment 

 Facilitated two additional Stakeholder Meetings 

 Submitted Final Proposal 

 Approval from OHCA Executive Staff to begin 1115 Waiver application 

State PACE 

Staff 

June – July  

2012 

 CMS proposal review 

 Release RFI 
CMS/OHCA 

July – December 

2012 

 1115 Waiver application process 

 Review RFI 

 Release RFP 

PACE 

Staff/OHCA  

January – March 

2013 

 Review RFP responses 

 Approve organizations to complete & submit ICS applications 

State PACE 

Staff 

March – December 

2013 

 Review ICS Applications 

 Approve  ICS Application 

State PACE 

Staff 

January 2014  Program Implementation 
ICS 

organization 
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Member is determined a 

Care Coordinator 

Contacts member 

Assessment 
Asses for BH, LTC 

most acute primary 

Intake 

Intake process is an interview that 
includes detailed lifestyle inventory. 

Assessment of patient’s 
understanding of his/her 

disease(s) and adherence to 

prescribed drug treatments. 

Assessment 
CC will look at other services 

member has access to including but 

not limited to having a case manager 

or monitoring and supporting one’s 

own health. 

Action Plan 
For example: A diabetes patient 
should understand the ADA standards 

of care and other guidelines. 

Adherence to their doctor’s 

treatment plans, motivation to adopt 

healthful lifestyle changes. After 

Action plan is agreed upon, determine 

method of future contact. 

Future methods of contact est. 

Approval 
Satisfaction 

Survey 

Acceptance 

And member 

continues to 

manage health 

effectively Next steps 
Determine next 

intervention 

Reassess action plan 

Reassess member and revisit 

action plan 

ICT 

ICT and CC identifies appropriate 

steps to enhancing member’s needs 

developing a care plan. CC may only 

need to review member’s records. 

Based on ICT, patient is now in 

(SoonerCare Silver) Care 

Coordination.  

For example: Specific behavioral and 

cognitive goals are set for each 

patient and monitored regularly.  

(Regular contact with Case Manager) 

 

Intake process 

Action Plan 

developed with 

(ICT) 

Review Action 

Plan with Member 

Continued contact with 
member 

Follow up is action being 

followed? 

Member Follow up 

FLOW CHART is BASED on: 

 Health Literacy, Medical Adherence, 
Wellness Principles 

 Self-directed Care with a liaison to 
PCP office and to member 

 Evidence based Proven principles 

from OHCA 

 

“dual” 

care needs 
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Title Current Award Amount 
Communities Putting Prevention to Work                             97,707.00 
Immunization Billing Services                        1,046,675.00 
LTC/National Background Check                        2,573,591.00 
Tobacco Supplemental                             68,970.00 
Epidemiology & Lab Capacity                           453,036.00 
Early Childhood Home Visit Program                        4,319,559.00 
MIEC Home Visit Programs                        9,430,000.00 
Racial & Ethnic Approaches to Community Health                        1,060,672.00 
Coordinated Chronic Disease Prevention                        1,023,062.00 
HAI Prevention Infrastructure                             71,472.00 
Meningococcal                             17,016.00 
Strengthening Public Health                           422,368.00 

                     20,584,128.00 

OSDH AFFORDABLE CARE ACT FUNDING
As of 09/04/2012
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1. Executive Summary 
 

A. Issue 
Under the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”)1 the federal Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) 
contemplates that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Commonwealth”) is permitted to define the 
minimum required health care services covered by new comprehensive health insurance plans sold in the 
individual and small group markets, both outside and inside the Health Insurance Exchange (“Exchange”) in 
2014 and later years. This minimum set of covered health care services is referred to as the essential health 
benefits (“EHB”).  

The selection of the EHB package would allow the Commonwealth to define the minimum services that will 
be covered by health insurance policies for approximately 1.6 million2 Pennsylvania consumers in 2014. HHS 
has determined a default EHB package for each state, and this selection will serve as the EHB package 
absent a state identifying a different benchmark health plan other than the default.  

A state identifying an EHB package (other than the default) to be effective in 2014 and 2015 must report this 
to the federal government during the third quarter of 2012. The federal guidance is incomplete and in some 
cases ambiguous regarding the specific requirements for EHB, so interpretations and assumptions must be 
made in any effort to comply with this deadline. Deloitte Consulting LLP (“Deloitte Consulting”) has prepared 
this report exploring various issues to assist the Commonwealth in making its decisions regarding EHB. 

  

B. Options 
Proposed guidance from HHS provides that the Commonwealth may choose an EHB “benchmark” plan from 
among the ten options listed below.  Pennsylvania’s EHB would then be defined by reference to the scope 
and limitations of covered services under that benchmark plan.  The four benchmark plan types (1st column) 
identified in the guidance provide for ten benchmark plan options for the Commonwealth to consider (2nd 
column). All of these options need to be supplemented because they do not cover the ACA’s ten required 
benefit categories. If a state does not make a selection, the proposed guidance from HHS indicates the 
default EHB package would be the largest plan (according to enrollment) among the three largest small 
group products in the state.   

 

  

 

                                                      
1 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148) and Healthcare and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 (Public 

Law 111-152). 
 
2 Estimates provided by Deloitte Consulting’s proprietary model; this number represents estimated enrollment for the non-grandfathered 
plans sold through the individual and small group markets, both on and off the Health Insurance Exchange. 
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Benchmark Plan Types Benchmark Plan Options 

The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of the 
three largest small group 
insurance products in the 
State’s small group market 

 

1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay 

2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) 

3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 -  
$2,500 Deductible 100% Coinsurance 

 

One of the three largest 
State employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment 

 

4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO 

5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO 

6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP 

One of the three largest 
federal employee insurer 
options 

 

7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option 

8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option 

9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option 

The largest HMO plan 
offered in the State’s 
commercial market 

 

10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 

 

C. Findings 
Following are key findings resulting from the analysis of the Commonwealth’s available EHB options. 
 
1. The benchmark plan option selected will have only a small financial impact on the total level of 

Pennsylvania’s EHB – the difference in total value or cost between the highest and lowest of the ten 
options is approximately 1% (as shown by the blue bars in the chart below).  Because significant adult 
dental services are covered by some of the benchmark option plans, these plans have higher values and 
costs (with the adult dental services reflected in the green bars below).   
 
The ACA requires that the EHB reflect a scope of services “equal to the scope of benefits provided under 
a typical employer plan”, and the ten benchmark plan options proposed by HHS are therefore intended to 
reflect a typical employer plan.  The employer health benefits market is mature, and covered services are 
often quite similar among plans with large enrollment, so the narrow range of observed variation in the 
benchmark options is not unreasonable. 
 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over 
the lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that 
each of the ten benchmark plan options include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits 
in order to be compliant with the ACA. 
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Note that the 1% variation in cost level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB 
options.  It does not include the general increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from 
cost inflation and other ACA provisions such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community 
rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 

2. The benchmark options are also substantially consistent with respect to the details of coverage 
of specific items and services – As would be expected, the benchmark plan options do not differ 
materially with respect to their scope of coverage of inpatient hospital and surgical services, major 
categories of prescription drugs, diagnostic testing, emergency services, etc.    

3. Some coverage differences do exist among the options – The most significant differences among 
the options with respect to scope of covered services are dental, specialized services (e.g., chiropractic 
care, private duty nursing), long term care, skilled nursing facility, hospice, mental health, and substance 
abuse. 

4. All benchmark options will need to be supplemented – All ten benchmarks need to be supplemented 
because they do not generally cover habilitative services and some do not cover pediatric oral and 
pediatric vision services.  ACA requires supplementation of the current benefits in these cases. 

5. The highest-value benchmark options are the Federal employees’ plans – due to coverage of dental 
benefits for adults as well as children. 
 

6. The lowest-value benchmark option is the Keystone Health Plan East HMO in Pennsylvania’s 
small group market – due to limited benefit coverage in services such as inpatient hospital, mental 
health, and substance abuse. 

 

0.00%

1.00%

2.00%

3.00%

1 
- H

ig
hm

ar
k 

PP
O

2 
- A

et
na

 H
M

O
 (P

O
S)

3 
- H

ea
lth

 A
ss

ur
an

ce
PP

O

4 
- P

EB
TF

 H
ig

hm
ar

k
He

al
th

 In
su

ra
nc

e
Co

m
pa

ny
 P

PO

5 
- P

EB
TF

 K
ey

st
on

e
He

at
h 

Pl
an

 C
en

tr
al

 H
M

O

6 
- P

EB
TF

 U
HC

 C
DH

P

7 
- F

EH
BP

 B
CB

S 
St

an
da

rd
O

pt
io

n 
PP

O

8 
- F

EH
BP

 B
CB

S 
Ba

sic
O

pt
io

n 
PP

O

9 
- F

EH
BP

 G
EH

A
St

an
da

rd
 O

pt
io

n 
PP

O

10
 - 

Ke
ys

to
ne

 H
ea

lth
Pl

an
 E

as
t H

M
O

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 In

cr
ea

se

Benchmark Plan

Value in Excess of Lowest-Cost Option

Relativity to Lowest Cost Plan (Med + Rx with Supplement) Relativity to Lowest Cost Plan (Adult Dental)

25207



  Page 5 
 

D. Considerations 
Following are considerations that should be taken into account when reviewing the identified benchmark plan 
options for an EHB package and to gather an understanding of potential impacts and related decisions 
regarding insurance regulation in Pennsylvania. 
 

1. Advantages and disadvantages of higher-value EHB options - A relatively higher-value EHB 
package will ensure that Pennsylvanians insured under new individual and small group policies 
beginning in 2014 are covered for a larger scope of medical services, such as full coverage of mental 
health and substance abuse.  Higher-value EHB options tend to have fewer qualitative limits on 
coverage, and may be simpler to communicate and comprehend.  A relatively higher-value EHB 
package would result in less affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Decreased affordability would tend to increase the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers less latitude for flexibility and innovation in plan 
design. 
 

2. Advantages and disadvantages of lower-value EHB options – A relatively lower-value EHB 
package would allow for more affordable options on the Exchange and in the individual and small 
group markets outside the Exchange.  Increased affordability would tend to reduce the number of 
uninsured Pennsylvanians, and would offer insurers greater latitude for flexibility and innovation in 
plan design. A relatively lower-value EHB package may expose covered Pennsylvanians, including 
vulnerable populations, to greater costs at point of service by more narrowly defining the scope of 
covered items and services. 
 

3. Impact on vulnerable populations – The Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations, like other 
Pennsylvanians, will experience trade-offs.  For example, there is a balance to be achieved between 
scope of coverage and affordability as EHB options are reviewed.  Some specific benefits (e.g., 
mental health, substance abuse, children’s preventative services) will be of particular importance to 
some vulnerable (and less vulnerable) individuals, but it is not possible to identify any option that 
produces an ’optimal’ result for all vulnerable populations or for the people of the Commonwealth in 
general.  All options will involve trade-offs of the kinds listed above. 
 

4. It is important to reiterate that all of the Commonwealth’s benchmark options are similar in 
overall value and scope of covered services, other than adult dental services – The 
considerations listed above should be evaluated accordingly.  That is, any impact of the decision on 
benefit levels, affordability, consumer understanding, and vulnerable populations is likely to be small. 
 

5. Dental benefits – Private sector employee medical benefit plans typically do not include substantial 
dental services (routine check-ups and preventive services are sometimes included).  If the 
Commonwealth chooses a benchmark plan option including dental services, it could extend basic 
dental coverage to Pennsylvanians who otherwise would not purchase it.  The disadvantages of 
such a choice would include a decrease in affordability and a disruption of current typical benefit 
designs. 

6. Supplementation - Federal guidance is not clear on the process to determine whether a particular 
plan adequately covers each of the ten ACA required benefit categories. The approach followed for 
this analysis is to determine whether some coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service 
areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to require supplementation in any case in which a 
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benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified service area (e.g. hospitalization, 
pediatric oral services). 

7. State-mandated benefits – ACA requires that states defray the additional federal cost associated 
with any additional state-mandated benefits (beyond the EHB) or state-mandated benefits enacted 
after 12/31/11 for individuals receiving federal subsidies on the Exchange.  However,  

a. Nine of the ten benchmark options include all relevant state-mandated benefits, so additional 
costs would be incurred only if the Commonwealth selected the Government Employees 
Health Association Standard Option (i.e., one of the federal employee plans) as the EHB and 
continued to mandate the medical foods benefit.  Costs of approximately $430,080 for 2014 
would be incurred by the Commonwealth for an estimated 224,000 average monthly 
subsidized members. These costs will increase over time, as more people are anticipated to 
purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  The costs are estimated to grow to 
approximately $1 million in 2016 based on 467,000 average monthly subsidized members.   

b. Costs associated with the “Dental Care for Special Needs and Young Children” mandate 
enacted after 12/31/11 have been determined to be nil for 2014 since these services were 
covered by all of the ten benchmark option plans prior to the mandate.   

EHB rules regarding state benefit mandates for 2016 and later years are not yet defined, but could 
result in additional Commonwealth costs or decisions.  Federal guidance indicates that while state- 
mandated benefits currently included in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond.  The Commonwealth may also take the 
opportunity to evaluate current state benefit requirements and consider revisions to manage the 
transition to EHB smoothly or minimize costs, disruptions, and regulatory inconsistencies across 
insurance market segments as EHB takes effect.   

The balance of this report describes: 

• The analysis of Pennsylvania’s EHB options, including approach, federal guidance, and results, 
• The EHB options, including details of the ten benchmark plan options, and 
• The data, assumptions, and methodology used in the analysis.  

 
Appendices are referenced throughout the report and are provided at the end of the report. 
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2. Analysis 
This section describes the federal guidance available at the time of the analysis and findings with respect to 
questions specified by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department (the “Department”). 

A.  Federal Guidance 
Section 1302 of the ACA requires that the Secretary of HHS define the EHB to reflect the scope of benefits 
covered by a typical employer plan.  EHB must cover at least 
ten general categories of items and services specified in the 
ACA (see table on right). The proposed guidance provides 
states with a process to choose from ten benchmark plans 
available in the market today. Key points from the federal 
guidance are summarized below: 

• EHB Options & Selection Process - The December 
2011 EHB Bulletin from HHS provided a process for 
states to select their EHB and proposes that states 
must select an EHB benchmark plan in the third 
quarter two years prior to the coverage year. Thus, 
HHS anticipates that the selection of the benchmark 
plan for 2014 and 2015 would need to take place in 
the third quarter of 2012 for states to choose from the 
ten benchmark options and provide their EHB 
package to HHS.  The submission process includes 
an indication of the plan chosen and confirmation of 
coverage of the ten ACA mandated categories of service. Recent verbal requests from HHS indicate 
that additional information may be required, and that HHS will “complete” the selection of EHBs for a 
state if the state does not select a benchmark plan and determine if supplementary coverage is 
needed. 

• EHB Level of Detail – Insurers are required to provide HHS with summary information on potential 
benchmark plans.  HHS has specified 45 different categories of service (plus an “other” category of 
service) for purposes of this reporting. These service categories are listed in the EHB Data Collection 
Final Rule Appendix G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package, and have not been 
identified as services that must be included in EHB. 

• Defining EHB - Cost sharing components such as deductible, copayments and coinsurance are not 
part of the definition of the EHB; instead, the cost sharing features are part of the actuarial value 
calculation used to determine the metallic tier of the plan.   

• Inclusion of the ten ACA statutory benefit categories – Federal guidance is not clear on the process 
to determine whether a particular plan design adequately covers each of the ten ACA required 
benefit categories. For purposes of this study, it is assumed that coverage of each of the specific 
items or services within the statutory description of the category constitutes coverage of that 
statutory category.    For example for the ACA benefit category of “rehabilitative & habilitative 

10 ACA Required Benefit Categories 
1. Ambulatory patient services 
2. Emergency services 
3. Hospitalization 
4. Maternity & newborn care 
5. Mental health & substance use 

disorder services 
6. Prescription drugs 
7. Rehabilitative & habilitative 

services & devices 
8. Laboratory services 
9. Preventive & wellness services 

& chronic disease management 
10. Pediatric services, including oral 

& vision  
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services & devices”, plans were reviewed for coverage of both rehabilitative and habilitative services 
and devices (i.e., durable medical equipment, hearing aids) to determine whether supplementing 
benefits was necessary. 

 

Federal guidance referenced during this study is listed in Appendix A. 

B. Pennsylvania’s EHB Options 
The ten benchmark plan options the Commonwealth may consider for the EHB package are outlined in the 
table below. The federal guidance allows states to select a benchmark plan from among plans offered:  

o in the small group market,  
o to the state employees, 
o to federal government employees, and 
o in the HMO commercial market. 

 
The guidance is specific in describing which plans are to be considered (e.g., those plans with the highest 
enrollment within the products with the highest enrollment in the small group market) and distinguishes 
between plan and product aggregation levels3.  Each benchmark plan option must be reviewed against the 
ten ACA mandated benefit categories and supplemented as necessary (as reflected in the last column of the 
table below). Additional detail on the benefits and any required supplementation for each of these options is 
provided in Section 3. 
 

4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 

10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 

need to be 
supplemented?  

The largest plan by 
enrollment in any of 
the three largest 
small group 
insurance products 
in the State’s small 
group market 

  

1. Highmark PPO Blue - PPO $10 Copay Yes 

2. Aetna HMO (POS Plan) Yes 

3. Health Assurance PA Group PPO - Plan 91234 - $2500 Deductible 
100% Coinsurance 

Yes 

One of the three 
largest State 
employee health 
benefit plans by 
enrollment  

  

4. Highmark Health Insurance Company PPO Yes 

5. Keystone Health Plan Central HMO Yes 

6. UnitedHealthcare CDHP Yes 

                                                      
3  Per the EHB Bulletin: “Nomenclature used in HealthCare.gov describes “products” as the services covered as a package by an 
insurer, which may have several cost-sharing options and riders as options. A “plan” refers to the specific benefits and cost-sharing 
provisions available to an enrolled consumer. For example, multiple plans with different cost-sharing structures and rider options may 
derive from a single product.” 
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4 Benchmark Plan 
Types 

10 Benchmark Plan Options 
Does the plan 

need to be 
supplemented?  

One of the three 
largest federal 
employee insurer 
options 

  

7. BlueCross BlueShield Standard Option Yes 

8. BlueCross BlueShield  Basic Option Yes 

9. Government Employees Health Association (GEHA) Standard Option Yes 

The largest HMO 
plan offered in the 
State’s commercial 
market 

  

10. Keystone Health Plan East - Blue Solutions (Small Group) HMO 5/5.1 Yes 

 
C. Considerations in Selecting EHB  
This section includes items for the Commonwealth to consider as benchmark options are evaluated. 
 
1. Affordability 

 
Illustrative premium rates were developed for each benchmark option and the percentage increase over the 
lowest cost plan (the Keystone Health Plan East HMO) are presented in the graph below. Note that all ten 
plans fall within a range of approximately 1% of premium as shown in the blue bars below, which translates 
to approximately $5 per member per month (PMPM).  The green bars reflected the additional increase to 
cover some adult dental benefits which are included in the federal plan options.  
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Because premium differences among the ten options are within this relatively narrow range when adult 
dental is removed (assumed to be possible if a federal option is selected), the impact of the Commonwealth’s 
selection of an EHB benchmark plan can be expected to have a corresponding limited impact on affordability 
of coverage in the individual and small group markets. Note that each of the ten benchmark plan options 
include estimated costs associated with supplementing benefits in order to be compliant with the ACA.  This 
process and these estimates are described in Section 4.   

2. Consumers’ understanding of benefit package  
 

As the Commonwealth reviews the benchmark options, another item to keep in mind is how well consumers 
will be able to understand the benefits. When limitations and other specific exclusions are placed on benefits, 
this typically increases the potential for consumer misunderstanding.  For example, the Health Assurance 
PPO plan design includes the limit of 45 inpatient days per year (which is a combined limit for physical 
therapy, speech therapy, and occupational therapy) and a limit of 30 outpatient visits per year (combined 
limit for same three services) for rehabilitation services.  Those complications make it more difficult for 
consumers to understand versus other benchmark options that have no constraints on the service.  
However, many of these differences are minor. 

In the table below, additional considerations regarding consumers’ understanding of the EHB package are 
presented. 

Consideration Discussion 
Ø Level of detail the 

Commonwealth provides 
to consumers (and 
insurers) 

Ø The Commonwealth can define the level of detail to be provided on 
the EHB and provide the public and industry with this information 
(e.g., the 46 categories of service used in this analysis) so 
consumers would have more information about the minimum 
coverage (vs. providing only the ten ACA mandated categories of 
service).  The additional detail would most likely help consumers 
better understand what is covered in the EHB package.  

Ø Consistency across 
markets 

Ø The public understanding of the EHB package will improve as it is 
used consistently across markets.  For example, if the same 
requirements are also applied to the large group market4, 
understanding will improve. 

 

3. Insurers’ Flexibility 
 
Selecting an EHB package from one of the ten available benchmark options should not materially impact the 
level of insurers’ flexibility or innovation as they design products and plans.  If the Commonwealth selects an 
option that has the lowest level of coverage, insurers would have more flexibility to add to it.  If the 
Commonwealth selects an option with the more comprehensive coverage, there may be slightly more 
consistency across plans being offered, but there is slightly less opportunity for insurers to innovate.   
 
In addition, under current federal guidance, insurers may offer benefits that are “substantially equal” to the 
EHB and modify as necessary to reflect the ten required ACA benefit categories.  This flexibility applies to 

                                                      
4 Applying the EHB requirements to the large group market would require legislative action by the General Assembly mandating its 
application to the large group market. 
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both the specific service and quantitative limits. HHS is considering allowing insurers to substitute both 
across and within the ten ACA mandated categories. Additional HHS guidance is expected on the allowable 
methods to substitute and conditions that must be met (e.g., actuarial equivalence). 

4. Commonwealth’s Most Vulnerable Populations 
 

The needs of vulnerable populations should be considered as the Commonwealth evaluates the ten 
benchmark options: 
 

Considerations Discussion 
Ø Who are the vulnerable 

populations? 
Vulnerable populations are groups that may need additional assistance 
in accessing appropriate medical care due to social or economic 
situations. Examples may include consumers: 

• In particular geographic locations, 
• With primary languages other than English, 
• With disabilities, certain medical needs, or high health needs,  
• That have low incomes, or 
• Who have limited education. 

Ø How do their health 
care needs differ from 
others? 

The vulnerable populations’ health care needs differ from those of others 
in a variety of ways, for example: 

• They may have transportation issues getting to an appointment 
either because they can’t drive or don’t own a car, 

• They may have language barriers and need help reading in 
English and/or translating to another language, 

• They may have physical or behavioral health conditions that limit 
their abilities to make or keep appointments, or 

• They may have trouble understanding the health care system, 
their benefits, and possible providers. 

Ø What are the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of the 
benchmark options as it 
relates to the vulnerable 
population? 

All ten benchmark options have been supplemented to cover the ten 
ACA mandated benefit categories including those that specifically 
address children.  However, the benchmark options vary in specific 
services in terms of the degree of coverage.  For example, mental health 
and substance abuse services vary across the ten benchmark options 
as different limitations apply on outpatient and inpatient services. 

Ø Other Considerations • One way protect to the vulnerable population is to appropriately 
compensate insurers for these populations through the 
Commonwealth’s risk adjustment mechanisms. 

• Many of the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable populations currently 
have access to public programs (e.g., Medical Assistance, CHIP, 
Medicare), and will therefore not be impacted by the decisions 
regarding EHB. 

 
5. Commonwealth Uninsured Residents  
 
As stated earlier, the estimated premium cost levels for the seven benchmark options that do not cover 
significant adult dental services fall within a range of approximately 1%.  Note that the 1% variation in cost 
level reflects only the difference in value among the various EHB options.  It does not include the general 
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increase over today’s premium cost rates expected to result from cost inflation and other ACA provisions 
such as guaranteed issue requirements, adjusted community rating, rating factor restrictions, etc. 

The number of the currently uninsured population that will obtain individual or small group insurance in 2014 
and beyond will depend on the affordability of the EHB package selected.  Assuming that the price elasticity 
of demand is 20% on average, a 1% increase in premium rates would reduce enrollment in the market by 
0.2%.   
 
6. Commonwealth’s residents with employer sponsored coverage 

 
The selection of the EHB package will directly impact employer sponsored coverage in the small group 
market.  The selection of the EHB from the ten options could result in small group employers needing to 
adjust their plans to include or reduce benefits or modify limitations on some services (e.g., home health 
care, skilled nursing facility, mental health, substance abuse).   However, these adjustments are expected to 
have a small impact on total small group enrollment.  
 
7. Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 
 
Based on information provided by the Department, no portion of the Commonwealth’s current Medical 
Assistance program has elected the 2006 option (under Social Security Law Section 1937) to align benefit 
packages to a “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plan.  If that option had been selected, those plan 
designs would also have to meet (or be supplemented to meet) the ten required ACA benefit categories.  
Note that these “benchmark” or “benchmark-equivalent” plans could be different from the EHB selected for 
the individual and small group market and that there are some overlapping benchmark options. This 
requirement would pertain to any Medical Assistance expansion as well.  Similarly, the Commonwealth’s 
CHIP program has not been based upon a benchmark plan, with the exception of dental coverage. 
 
Therefore, the establishment of an EHB package as required by the ACA will not have a direct impact on the 
Medical Assistance or CHIP programs.  However, if the Commonwealth proceeds with the Medicaid 
expansion authorized under the ACA, benefits for the newly-eligible members will be required to be 
consistent with a section 1937 benchmark plan and cover the ten statutory EHB benefit categories. 

In comparing the ten benchmark options to the Commonwealth’s current Medical Assistance and CHIP 
programs, we note the following relative advantages and disadvantages: 

Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 

Ø Benchmark options cover specialist visits, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans do not 
Ø Benchmark options cover unlimited outpatient coverage, where the majority of the Medical Assistance plans 

provide coverage with limits 
Ø Medical Assistance covers skilled nursing care and hospice care, where most of the benchmark options 

provide limited coverage 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 

Medical Assistance plans 
Ø Drug coverage is limited by number of prescriptions for Medical Assistance plans, but not for the benchmark 

plans 
Ø Dental and oral services for children are covered for the Medical Assistance plans and are only covered in the 

federal benchmark plans (with some limits on visits per year) 
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Benchmark Options comparison to Medical Assistance 

Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams for children are not covered for the Medical Assistance plans, while the 
Keystone Health Plan East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits)  

Ø All benchmark plans, excluding the federal plans, do not include adult dental services, while the Medical 
Assistance plans have very restrictive coverage on dental and oral services 
 

Benchmark Options comparison to CHIP 

Ø CHIP is limited in annual visits to several providers and places of service (e.g., primary care physician, 
specialists, outpatient or ambulatory surgery, outpatient hospitalization), where the benchmark options are 
rarely limited 

Ø CHIP is limited in the number of inpatient days covered, where most of the benchmark plans provide coverage 
without limitations 

Ø CHIP covers skilled nursing care and hospice care with limits similar to most of the benchmark options 
Ø Mental health and substance abuse services are covered with various limits across benchmark plans and the 

CHIP plans 
Ø Dental and oral services are covered for CHIP, and are only covered in the federal benchmark plans (with 

some limits on visits per year) 
Ø Routine eye exams and eye exams are covered with some limits for CHIP, while the Keystone Health Plan 

East and the federal benchmark plans cover both services (with some limits) 
 

 

D. State-mandated Benefits  
This section addresses state-mandated benefits as the Commonwealth considers their EHB options. 

 
1. Considerations 
 
As the Commonwealth reviews the EHB benchmark options, applicable state-mandated benefits (refer to 
detailed description of state-mandated benefits in Appendix B) should be considered.  The advantages of 
continuing these mandates are less disruption in the marketplace and less burdensome insurer 
administrative costs to transition to the applicable EHB option.   The advantage of repealing the mandates is 
that there would not be mandated benefits to regulate, separate from those required under the ACA.  
Critically, repealing the mandates would also mean that if those mandated benefits are not included in the 
EHB package for 2016 and beyond, there would be no state budgetary impact to covering those benefits: 
proposed guidance indicates that while mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the 
state in 2014 – 2015, HHS intends to develop an approach that may exclude some state-mandated benefits 
from inclusion in the EHB package for 2016 and beyond, with the result that the state would have to cover 
the cost for those excluded mandates.  Below is a list of specific considerations (in addition to costs which 
are discussed below) that should inform the Commonwealth regarding continuation, modification, or 
termination of benefit mandates.   
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Consideration Relevant state-mandated benefit examples 
Benefit is mandated in federal law and 
therefore could be repealed since 
coverage would still be provided 

Ø Childhood Immunizations  
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Mammography Screenings 

Benefit is routinely covered in the 
industry and therefore, if repealed, has a 
potential lower risk of being removed 
from plans  

Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
 

Benefit impacts large numbers of people Ø Diabetic Supplies & Education 
Ø Emergency Reimbursement 
Ø Gynecological Examinations / Pap Smear 
Ø Newborn Children 

Repealing mandate would position this 
coverage back to market averages 

Ø Medical Foods 
 

 
The table below identifies which of the relevant state-mandated services (as rows) are covered by each of 
the ten benchmark options (as columns), and provides an estimated PMPM cost of the mandated benefit (in 
the far right column), if the cost is expected to be over $0.10 PMPM which was the materiality threshold for 
this study.  Note FEHBP’s GEHA PPO option does not cover the current mandate on medical foods.  The 
numbering scheme in the table below corresponds to the ordering of the state-mandated benefits in 
Appendix B.   
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Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Insurers FEHBP Benchmark Plans Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

Estimated Cost 
of Mandated 

Benefit PMPM 
  

Commonwealth-
specific Benefit 

Mandate 

1 
Highmark 

PPO 

2 
Aetna 
HMO 
(POS) 

3 
Health 

Assurance 
PPO 

4 
Highmark 

Health 
Insurance 
Company 

PPO 

5 
Keystone 

Health 
Plan 

Central 
HMO 

6 
UHC 

CDHP 

7 
BCBS 

Standard 
Option 
PPO 

8 
BCBS 
Basic 
Option 
PPO 

9 
GEHA 

Standard 
Option 
PPO 

10 
Keystone 

Health Plan 
East HMO 

G
ro

up
 

Po
lic

y 
B

en
ef

its
 

1 Alcohol/Substance 
Abuse [a] Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under  threshold 

G
ro

up
 a

nd
 In

di
vi

du
al

 P
ol

ic
y 

B
en

ef
its

 

8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer Hormone 
Treatment 

Yes [b] Yes Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Yes [b] Under threshold 

9 Childhood 
Immunizations Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 

10 Diabetic Supplies & 
Education Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 

11 Emergency 
Reimbursement Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 

12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / Pap 
Smear 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 

15 Mammography 
Screenings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes $0.25 

16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 

17 Maternity Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 
18 Medical Foods Yes Yes Yes Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [c] Yes [d] Yes [d] No [e] Yes $0.16 
19 Newborn Children Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Under threshold 

21 
Dental Anesthesia for 
Special Needs and 
Young Children [f] 

No [g] No [g] No [g] Not 
specified [h]] 

Not 
specified [h] No Not 

specified [h] 
Not 
specified [h] 

Not 
specified [h] No [g] Under threshold 

 
[a] Benefits appear to be covered, however plan documents may not specify the level of detail described within the mandate. 
[b] Chemotherapy included.  Cancer hormone treatment not specified. 
[c] Exclusion on page 72 of the SPD states that "enteral formula may be covered with certain diagnoses".  The mandated diagnoses are not specified explicitly. 
[d] Medical foods are included only when administered by catheter or nasogastric tubes. 
[e] Enteral formula that is available without a prescription is not covered. 
[f] Mandated benefit effective 2012 and not yet included in the plan documents reviewed. 
[g] Dental services are neither offered through the base policy nor offered as a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer. 
[h] Dental services are provided under a commonly-issued supplemental benefit as identified by the insurer.  The PEBTF HMO is closed to new entrants. 
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2. Costs 
 
The ACA requires that states cover certain costs related to mandated benefits unless included in the 
selected benchmark plan and enacted prior to 12/31/11. If a particular mandated benefit is not reflected in 
the EHB package, or if the mandate was enacted after 12/31/11, there will be associated costs for the 
Commonwealth to continue to require inclusion of the mandated coverage in health insurance policies.   
 
Proposed guidance indicates that mandates in a benchmark plan will not have to be defrayed by the state in 
2014 – 2015.  For 2016 and beyond, however, a decision has not been communicated.  For example, HHS 
may develop an approach which excludes some of the state-mandated benefits and requires states to cover 
the additional costs related to subsidized members. 
 
These Commonwealth costs are described below in two parts: 
 

a) The Commonwealth will need to pay a portion of the premium for consumers eligible for federal 
premium subsidies and 

b) The Commonwealth will have to pay the cost of reduced cost sharing applicable to the mandated 
benefit for eligible consumers. 

 
If the Commonwealth were to select benchmark option #9 (i.e., GEHA Standard Option PPO plan) as the 
EHB benchmark plan, the Commonwealth would incur a cost associated with mandating medical foods, 
estimated to be $0.16 PMPM or $430,080,5 per year assuming 224,000 average monthly subsidized 
individual members being covered through the Exchange in 2014.  These costs will increase over time, as 
more people are anticipated to purchase subsidized insurance on the Exchange.  Notwithstanding the so-
called individual mandate in the ACA, many states and industry experts working on designing Exchanges 
expect that the peak enrollment through Exchanges will not be seen until perhaps the third year of Exchange 
operation. The costs are estimated to grow to approximately $1 million6 in 2016 based on 467,000 average 
monthly subsidized members. 
 
Note that these costs represent item (a) from above – that is, the portion of the costs associated with paying 
for a portion of the premium subsidies only. Costs associated with (b) noted above are more difficult to 
quantify since they would be dependent on whether the mandated benefit was part of service that had 
reduced cost sharing (which is determined by the insurers, not the states) and the degree to which the 
benefit was utilized by those consumers eligible for the cost sharing reductions.    
 
 
3. Funding Options 
 
If the Commonwealth does continue to require mandated benefits above the level of EHB, either through 
benefits not included in one of the benchmark options (i.e., Option #9 does not cover the medical foods 
mandate) or through new mandates, potential funding sources to generate additional revenue are as follows:   
 

                                                      
5 $430,080 = $0.16 PMPM x 224,000 average members x 12 months enrolled 
6 $1 million = $0.18 PMPM x 467,000 average members x 12 months enrolled; two years of 6.5% trend is applied to $0.16 PMPM to 
arrive at $0.18 PMPM 
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Funding Option Advantages Disadvantages 

Insurer/Premium Fee – 
percentage of premium, per 
member enrolled fee, or variation 
applied to on and off Exchange 
insurers 
 
Note – Commonwealth would 
need to define which markets 
would be responsible for the fee 
(e.g., individual, small group, large 
group), and would need to 
consider how/whether it could be 
applied to self-funded plans 

ü Should not result in different 
premiums purchased on vs. 
off Exchange 

ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 

ü Assessing fee to a broader 
group will result in a lower 
cost per individual than fees 
charged on Exchange only, 
since it spreads costs across 
a larger number of people 

ü Predictable due to size of 
market the fee is spread 
across. 

ü May be costs associated with 
implementing  fees and 
operational issues 

ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates 

ü Individuals and businesses 
purchasing coverage outside 
the Exchange are required to 
pay a part of the premium of 
those who purchase through 
an Exchange and get federal 
subsidization.  

Insurer/Premium Fee on 
Exchange Only – similar to above 
fee, but collected from on 
Exchange insurers only 

ü Can be designed to change 
as premium changes or 
market size changes 

ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 
 

ü May be costs associated with 
implementing fees and 
operational issues 

ü Impacts affordability of 
premium rates on Exchange 

ü Premiums for similar policies 
off Exchange may be cheaper 
than those on Exchange, 
resulting in possible adverse 
selection for off Exchange 
policies 

Exchange User Fee – percentage 
of premium or flat dollar amount 
collected from consumers or small 
business for policies issued on the 
Exchange.   
 

ü May be feasible to implement 
and collect ongoing through 
Exchange 

ü Can adjust amount as funding 
needs change 

ü Does not add additional costs  
to individuals and businesses 
who do not purchase 
insurance through the 
Exchange 

ü May discourage participation 
in Exchange transactions due 
to extra cost 

ü May be difficult to estimate 
since fees are dependent on 
Exchange participation 

Exchange Revenue Models – third 
party(ies) sell products or services 
or advertise on the Exchange and 
the Commonwealth/Exchange 
receives a portion of the revenue 

ü No expected impact on cost of 
premiums purchased either on 
or off Exchange 

ü Additional services being 
offered on Exchange may 
result in more policies being 
purchased on the Exchange 

ü Revenue may be difficult to 
predict 

ü Potential to take time to 
incorporate into Exchange 
and collect revenue 
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As noted above, it is not clear how EHB will be defined for 2016 and later (i.e., after the transition period), 
which state-mandated benefits will be allowed to be part of that package, and the potential costs incurred by 
the Commonwealth. For example, HHS may remove some of the state-mandated benefits and require states 
to cover the additional costs related to subsidized members. The estimated cost of the relevant current state-
mandated benefits is $0.47 PMPM7 which translates to approximately $2.6 million8 per year assuming 
467,000 average consumers purchasing subsidized insurance on Exchange in 2016.  This amount may 
increase with any new mandated benefits enacted in the Commonwealth. 
 
4. Exemption from State-mandated Benefits for Policies Sold On Exchange 

 
The table below lists advantages and disadvantages associated with requiring state-mandated benefits for 
the off Exchange markets only.  Note that four of the relevant mandates will be required under federal law, 
regardless of Pennsylvania requirements. These four include childhood immunizations, emergency 
reimbursement, gynecological examinations/pap smear, and mammography screenings. Note that benefit 
mandates tend to increase costs for affected employers, making it harder to provide employee coverage and 
making it more likely that some employers will stop offering coverage. 

Requiring state-mandated benefits only for policies sold off Exchange  
Advantages Disadvantages 

Ø Allows for somewhat greater flexibility and innovation 
in benefit design for insurers 

Ø Inconsistent benefit packages off vs. on Exchange 

Ø Variation in options for consumers and small 
businesses 

Ø Potentially confusing for consumers and small 
businesses  

Ø No additional cost to the Commonwealth to cover a 
portion of the premium and cost sharing subsidies 

Ø Potential political and consumer resistance 

 
Requiring mandated benefits off Exchange would create an uneven marketplace in which benefits could 
differ causing differences in premium. The Exchange could have plans with lower premiums since those 
plans may not include state-mandated benefits.  This difference in premium could result in more people 
purchasing their insurance on the Exchange.   
 
 

E. Large Group Considerations 
Below we list some other considerations specifically for the large group market. 
 
1. EHB Applicability to Large Group Market 

 
The ACA does not require large group employers (currently defined as over 50 employees in Pennsylvania, 
but to be defined as over 100 employees effective 1/1/2016) to cover the EHB package in their insured 
plans.  The Commonwealth could examine the possibility of mandating the EHB package for the insured 
large group market.  The table below lists some advantages and disadvantages to consider: 
 

                                                      
7 $0.47 PMPM = $0.25 PMPM for mammography screenings + $0.16 PMPM for medical foods, both trended at 6.5% for two years. 
8 $2.6 million = $0.47 PMPM x 467,000 average monthly members x 12 months. 
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Requiring EHB for Large Group Market 
Advantages Disadvantages 

Ø Promotes consistency across markets  (i.e., individual, 
small group, and large group) 

Ø Potential resistance from large employers, due to 
resulting cost and administrative burdens 

Ø Easier for consumers to understand Ø Inconsistency between insured and self-funded benefit 
plans 

 
Note also that the ACA requirement for EHB does not apply to any self-insured plans or grandfathered plans. 
 
2. Impact on large group plans not subject to EHB requirements 
 

The ACA does not require that large group plans offer EHB.  However, large group plans may not impose 
annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB (but may impose non-dollar limits as can the individual and small 
group markets). In addition, large group plans may continue to impose annual and lifetime dollar limits on 
benefits that do not fall within the definition of EHB (just as individual and small group plans may).  
 
Therefore, large group employers will in any event need to evaluate the EHB against their plan designs and 
make appropriate adjustments to comply with the no annual and lifetime dollar limits on EHB requirement.  
The EHB requirement is likely to impact the majority of the large group plans with annual and dollar 
maximums, since they will need to be adjusted so they don’t apply to EHB.  The ten benchmark options are 
generally consistent; however there are some differences (e.g., private duty nursing, infertility treatment) that 
could impact the number of revisions required in large group policies. 
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3. EHB Options 
 
This section of the report details the EHB benchmark plan options available to Pennsylvania. 
 
EHB must cover at least ten general categories of items and services specified in the ACA, as previously 
specified in the report.  The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options, as shown on the following 
pages, are reflective of the 46 benefit categories provided in HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  There is 
no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 benefit categories to be required to demonstrate 
compliance with the ten categories.    
 
Detailed benefit information was reviewed for the ten benchmark plan options and summarized in the table 
contained in the following pages.  The table presents the ten benchmark plan options across the columns 
and the benefits as rows of the table (note the detailed benefit rows identified in HHS’ delineation for the web 
portal are grouped into the ten ACA statutory required benefit categories as shown in light blue rows).  Also 
note the contents of each of the cells reflect a:  

o “Yes” if the benefit is covered without quantitative limits,  
o “No” if the benefit is not covered, or  
o Includes language to describe the quantitative limit that applies to the benefit. 

 
Some of the ten ACA required benefit categories were missing from the ten benchmark plan options, as 
indicated by the light yellow shading in the table. The supplementing process needed for these benefits is 
described in Section 4. 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

1 
Ambulatory Patient 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  
Primary Care to Treat An 
Illness or Injury Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Specialist Visit Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  

Other Practitioner Office 
Visit (Nurse, Physician 
Assistant) 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers such 
as nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers 
such as 
nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers such as 
nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers such as 
nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers 
such as 
nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers such as 
nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to cover 
certain providers 
such as nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers such 
as nurses 

Yes, with 
limitations to 
cover certain 

providers such as 
nurses 

  Private Duty Nursing 
Limit 240 hours 

per year 

Only for non-
hospitalizatio
n of acute-
illness or 

injury Not Specified 

Limit 240 hours 
per year and 8 
hours per day No 

Limit 240 hours per 
year and 8 hours 

per day No No No 

Limit 360 hours 
per calendar year 

for outpatient 
service.  Inpatient 

private duty 
nursing not 
included. 

  
Chiropractic Care/Spinal 
Manipulations 

Limit 20 visits 
per year Yes 

Limit 20 visits per 
year 

Yes; treatment 
plan required 

after six visits per 
year 

Subject to 60 
outpatient visit 

per year 
maximum 

Yes; treatment plan 
required after six 

visits per year 

Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 

and 12 
osteopathic/chiro

practic 
manipulations per 

year; benefits 
may also be 
available for 

covered services 
provided from 

chiropractors in 
medically 

underserved 
areas 

Limit 1 office visit 
per year, 1 x-ray, 

and 12 
osteopathic/chiropr
actic manipulations 
per year; benefits 

may also be 
available for 

covered services 
provided from 

chiropractors in 
medically 

underserved areas 

Limit 12 
chiropractic 

manipulations 
per year and 
$25 for x-rays 
per person per 

year 
Limit 20 visits per 

year 

  

Outpatient Facility Fee 
(e.g., Ambulatory Surgery 
Center) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  

Outpatient Surgery 
Physician/Surgical 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  

Non-Emergency Care 
When Traveling Outside 
the U.S. Not Specified Not Specified Not Specified Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  
Home Health Care 
Services 

Limit 90 days 
per year 

Limit 60 
visits per 

year 
Limit 120 visits 

per year 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Limit 60 
medically 
necessary 

days per 90-
day period 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 

hours per day 

Limit 25 visits per 
year, up to 2 hours 

per day 

Limit 50 visits 
per year, up to 
2 hours per day 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

  
Routine Dental Services 
(Adult) Not Specified No No No No No 

Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 

plus other 
evaluations, 

radiographs, tests 
and lab tests, 

palliative 
treatment, 2 
prophylaxis 

(limited to 2 per 
person year, 

fluoride,  space 
maintenance, 
radio graphs, 

palliative 
treatment, space 

maintenance, 
amalgam 

restorations, filled 
or unfilled resin 

restorations, inlay 
restorations, 

other restorative 
care, extractions, 

oral and 
maxillofacial 

surgery 

Yes; 2 periodic 
evaluations per 
person per year, 

plus other 
evaluations, radio 

graphs (some 
limited to 4 
films/year), 

prophylaxis (limited 
to 2 per person per 

year), oral and 
maxillofacial 

surgery 

Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 

year, 2 
cleanings per 

year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 

maximum for 
simple 

extraction)  No 

  Routine Eye Exam 

No, only 
covered under 

Blue365 
discount 
program 

Routine 
vision 

screening 
included; 

limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No No No 

Outpatient 
Vision therapy 

visits by an 
ophthalmologist 
or optometrist 

included 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 

  Routine Foot Care 
Only for 

diabetic care Not Specified 
Only for diabetic 

care 

Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 

per year 

Only for 
diabetic care; 
limit 4 visits 

per year 

Only for diabetic 
care; limit 4 visits 

per year 

Covered when 
under treatment 

for a metabolic or 
peripheral 

vascular disease, 
such as diabetes 

Covered when 
under treatment for 

a metabolic or 
peripheral vascular 
disease, such as 

diabetes 

Covered when 
under treatment 
for a metabolic 
or peripheral 

vascular 
disease, such 
as diabetes 

Only for diabetic 
care 

  Infertility Treatment 

Coverage for 
only the 

diagnosis and 
surgical 

treatment of 
the underlying 
medical cause; 

excludes 
assisted 

reproduction 
technology 

Coverage for 
only the 

diagnosis 
and surgical 
treatment of 

the 
underlying 

medical 
cause, 

excludes 
assisted 

reproduction 
technology 

Counseling and 
voluntary 

sterilization 
covered.  All 

other services 
subject to $2,400 
combined lifetime 

limit. No No No 

Yes; excludes 
assisted 

reproduction 
technology 

Yes; excludes 
assisted 

reproduction 
technology 

Yes; diagnosis 
and treatment 

of infertility 
covered with 

limits such as: 
$3,000 per 

person per year 

Artificial 
Insemination 
included only 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

  Acupuncture  Not Specified No Not Specified No No No 
Limit 24 visits per 

year Yes 

Limit 20 
procedures per 
person per year No 

  Cosmetic Surgery No No No No No No No No No No 

2 Emergency Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  
Emergency Room 
Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  
Emergency 
Transportation/Ambulance Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  
Urgent Care Centers or 
Facilities Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

3 Hospitalization YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  
Inpatient Hospital Services 
(e.g., Hospital Stay) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Limit 120 
inpatient days per 

year 

  
Inpatient Physician and 
Surgical Services Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Bariatric Surgery Yes Yes No No No No 

Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: Requiring 

Morbid Obesity 
Diagnosis for 2+ 

Years, 
participation in 
medical weight 
loss programs 
and nutritional 

counseling for 3+ 
months, 

psychological 
clearance, 

smoking/substan
ce abuse 

clearance, and 
evidence that 

prior weight loss 
attempts have 

been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 

18 and over 
where BMI >=40, 
or BMI >=35 w/1+ 

Co-Morbidities 

Yes; with 
limitations such as: 

requires Morbid 
Obesity Diagnosis 

for 2+ Years, 
participation in 

medical weight loss 
programs and 

nutritional 
counseling for 3+ 

months, 
psychological 

clearance, 
smoking/substance 
abuse clearance, 
and evidence that 
prior weight loss 
attempts have 

been ineffective; 
Gastric restrictive 
procedures: Ages 
18 and over where 
BMI >=40, or BMI 

>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 

Yes; with 
limitations such 

as: requires 
documentation 

of failure to 
lower the BMI 
within the last 
12 months of 

diet and 
exercise of at 

least 6 months’ 
duration, must 

be over age 18, 
and have BMI 
>=40 or BMI 

between 35-40  
with Co-

Morbidities for 6 
months. 
Gastric 

restrictive 
procedures: 
Ages 18 and 

over where BMI 
>=40, or BMI 

>=35 w/1+ Co-
Morbidities 

Limit 1 procedure 
per lifetime 

  
Long-Term/Custodial 
Nursing Home Care No No Not Specified No No No No No No 

Yes for Home 
Health Care 

Services 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

  Skilled Nursing Facility 

Unlimited: In 
network; limit 
100 days per 

benefit period: 
Out of network 

Limit 120 
days per 

member per 
year 

Limit 100 
inpatient days per 

year 
Limit 240 days 

per year 
Limit 180 days 

per year 
Limit 240 days per 

year 

Yes; Provides 
coverage only 

when Medicare 
Part A is primary 
and for days 21 - 

30. No 

Limit 14 days 
following acute 

care, up to 
$700 per day 

Limit 120 
inpatient days per 

year 

  Hospice Services Yes Yes Yes 
Limit $7,500 per 

lifetime 
Limit $7,500 
per lifetime 

Limit $7,500 per 
lifetime 

Yes; with limits 
on inpatient care 

such as: 
maximum of 7 

continuous days 
of coverage with 
each inpatient 

stay being 
separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 

hospice care 

Yes; with limits on 
inpatient care such 
as: maximum of 7 
continuous days of 
coverage with each 
inpatient stay being 

separated by at 
least 21 days of 
traditional home 

hospice care 
Limit $15,000 

per lifetime Yes 

4 
Maternity & Newborn 
Care YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  
Prenatal and Postnatal 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  

Delivery and All Inpatient 
Services for Maternity 
Care Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Yes; with 
inpatient stay 

limits of up to 48 
hours after a 

regular delivery 
and 96 hours 

after a cesarean 
delivery, with 
extended stay 

allowed if 
medically 
necessary 

Yes; with inpatient 
stay limits of up to 
48 hours after a 
regular delivery 

and 96 hours after 
a cesarean 

delivery, with 
extended stay 

allowed if 
medically 
necessary 

Yes; with 
inpatient stay 
limits of up to 

48 hours after a 
regular delivery 
and 96 hours 

after a 
cesarean 

delivery, with 
extended stay 

allowed if 
medically 
necessary Yes 

5 

Mental Health & 
Substance Use Disorder 
Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Inpatient Services 

Yes; no limit on 
number of days 

or visits 
Limit 30 days 

per year 

Limit 30 days per 
year for general 

and serious 
mental illness. 
Maximum 90 

days per lifetime 
for general 

mental illness.  

Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 

covered day 
unless covered 

by per diem 

Yes; limit 1 
physician visit 
per covered 
day unless 
covered by 
per diem 

Yes; limit 1 
physician visit per 

covered day unless 
covered by per 

diem 

Yes; excludes 
testing and 

treatment for 
learning 

disabilities and 
mental 

retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 

Yes; excludes 
testing and 

treatment for 
learning disabilities 

and mental 
retardation and 

applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 

Yes; no limit on 
number of days 

or visits 
Limit 30 days per 

year 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

  
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Outpatient Services 

Yes; 
additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 

Dependents to 
age 21 who 

have a 
diagnosis of 

autism 
spectrum 

disorder (limit 
of $36,000 per 

year). 

Limit 60 
visits per 
year for 
serious 
mental 

illness.  Limit 
20 visits per 

year for 
general 
mental 
illness. 

Limit 20 visits per 
year for general 
mental illness.  

Limit 60 visits per 
year for serious 
mental illness.  
Additionally, 
coverage is 
provided for 

Dependents to 
age 21 who have 

a diagnosis of 
autism spectrum 

disorder 
(diagnostic 

assessment limit 
1 per year). 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Yes; no limit 
on number of 

visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Yes; excludes 
testing and 

treatment for 
learning 

disabilities and 
mental 

retardation and 
applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 

Yes; excludes 
testing and 

treatment for 
learning disabilities 

and mental 
retardation and 

applied behavior 
analysis (ABA) 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Limit 20 visits per 
year; each 

inpatient visit can 
be exchanged for 

2 additional 
outpatient visits.  
Limit 60 visits for 
serious mental 

health  

  
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Inpatient Services Yes 

Rehabilitatio
n: limit 30 
days per 

year; limit 90 
days per 
lifetime 
Detox: 

unlimited 
days per 
year at 

participating 
centers/limit 
7 days per 
admission 
and non-

participating 
centers; limit 
4 admissions 
per lifetime 

(participating 
and non-

participating 
combined) 

Detox: limit 7 
days per 

admission; limit 4 
admissions per 

lifetime Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Limit 30 days per 
year; limit 90 

days per lifetime. 
Each inpatient 

visit can be 
exchanged for 2 

additional 
outpatient visits.   

Detox: limit 7 
days per 

admission; limit 4 
admissions per 

lifetime 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

 
 

 
Substance Abuse Disorder 
Outpatient Services 

Yes; no limit on 
number of 

visits 

Rehabilitatio
n: limit 60 
visits per 
year; limit 

120 visits per 
lifetime. 30 

full or partial 
session visits 

of the 60 
visits may be 
exchanged 
on a 2 for 1 
basis for up 

to 
15 non-
hospital 

residential 
substance 

abuse 
treatment 

days. 
Detox: 

unlimited 

Limit 30 non-
hospital days per 
year and 90 non-
hospital days per 
lifetime.  Limit 60 
visits per year for 
outpatient care 
and transitional 

partial 
hospitalization.  

Up to 30 inpatient 
days can be 

exchanged on a 
2 for 1 basis to 
secure up to 15 

additional 
outpatient days. 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Yes; no limit 
on number of 

visits 
Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Yes; no limit on 
number of visits 

Limit 60 visits per 
calendar year; 

limit 120 visits per 
lifetime 

6 Prescription Drugs YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  Generic Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Preferred Brand Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  
Non-Preferred Brand 
Drugs* Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Specialty Drugs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

7 

Rehabilitative & 
Habilitative Services & 
Devices NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO NO 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

  
Outpatient Rehabilitation 
Services 

Yes; physical 
medicine limit 
20 visits per 

year.  Limit 20 
ST visits and 
20 OT visits 

per year. 

Yes; limit 30 
visits per 

year 
combined for 
PT/OT; limit 
30 visits per 
year for ST 

Yes; limit 45 
inpatient days per 
year (combined 

limit for 
PT/ST/OT); limit 

30 outpatient 
visits per year 

(combined limit 
for PT/ST/OT) 

Yes; no limit on 
number of 

PT/OT/ST visits 

Yes; subject 
to combined 
OP visit limit 

of 60 visits per 
year 

Yes; no limit on 
number of 

PT/OT/ST visits 

Yes; limit 75 visits 
per year 

(individual or 
combined limit for 
PT/ST/OT), plus 

cognitive 
rehabilitation 

therapy 

Yes; limit 50 visits 
per year (individual 
or combined limit 

for PT/ST/OT), plus 
cognitive 

rehabilitation 
therapy 

Yes; limit 60 
visits per year 
combined for 

PT/OT; limit 30 
visits per year 

for ST (a visit is 
defined as 2 

hours or less of 
care) 

Yes; with limits 
such as: cardiac 

rehabilitation 
therapy limited to 
36 visits per year, 
orthoptic/pleoptic 
therapy limited to 

8 session per 
lifetime, 

pulmonary 
rehabilitation 

therapy limited to 
36 sessions per 

year; limit 30 
visits per year 

(combined limit 
for PT/OT); limit 
20 visits per year 

for ST 

  Habilitation Services** No No No No No No No No No No 

  
Durable Medical 
Equipment Yes 

Limit $2,500 
per year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Hearing Aids No No No No No No 

Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 
children up to 
age 22; limit 

$1,250 per 36 
months for adults 

ages 22+  

Limit $1,250 per 
year per ear for 

children up to age 
22; limit $1,250 per 

36 months for 
adults ages 22+ 

Limit $500 per 
ear payable 

every five years No 

8 Laboratory Services YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  
Diagnostic Test (X-Ray 
and Laboratory Tests) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  
Imaging (CT/PET Scans, 
MRIs) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

9 

Preventive & Wellness 
Services & Chronic 
Disease Management YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 

  

Preventive 
Care/Screening/ 
Immunization 

Yes; specified 
list of services 

and 
frequencies 

Yes; 
specified list 
of services 

and 
frequencies 

including 
routine adult 

physical 
exams 

limited to 1 
every 12 
months 

Yes; specified list 
of services and 

frequencies 

Yes; specified list 
of services and 

frequencies 

Yes; specified 
list of services 

and 
frequencies 

Yes; specified list 
of services and 

frequencies 

Yes; specified list 
of services and 

frequencies 

Yes; specified list 
of services and 

frequencies 

Yes; specified 
list of services 

and frequencies 

Yes; specified list 
of services and 

frequencies 

  Weight Loss Program No No 
Limit $150 per 

year 
No; Online health 

coaching only 

No; Online 
health 

coaching only 
No; Online health 

coaching only No No No 

Yes; nutrition 
counseling 
included 

10 

Pediatric Services, 
Including Oral & Vision 
Care NO NO NO NO NO NO YES YES YES NO 

  
Dental Check-Up for 
Children 

Not specifically 
included/ 
excluded 

beyond regular 
limits No No No No No Yes Yes 

Yes; with 
limitations such 
as: 2 exams per 

year, 2 
cleanings per 

year, 2 fluoride 
per year, $150 
in x-ray, $28 
maximum for 
one surface 
resin, $21 

maximum for 
simple 

extraction)  No 

  
Routine Eye Exam for 
Children 

No, only 
covered under 

Blue365 
discount 
programs 

Routine 
vision 

screening 
included; 

limit 1 exam 
every 2 
years No No No No 

Vision screenings 
covered and 

exams covered if 
related to a 

medical condition 

Vision screenings 
covered and 

exams covered if 
related to a 

medical condition 

Yes; limit 1 
exam per 

person per year 
Limit 1 exam 
every 2 years 
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Benefits 

Largest Small Group Plans PA State Employee Health Plans FEHBP Benchmark Plans 
Largest 

Commercial 
HMO 

1 - Highmark 
PPO 

2 - Aetna 
HMO (POS) 

3 - Health 
Assurance PPO 

4 - Highmark 
Health 

Insurance 
Company PPO1 

5 - Keystone 
Health Plan 

Central HMO1 

6 - 
UnitedHealthcare 

CDHP1 

7 - BCBS 
Standard Option 

PPO2 
8 - BCBS Basic 

Option PPO2 
9 - GEHA 
Standard 

Option PPO3 

10 - Keystone 
Health Plan East 

HMO 

  Eye Glasses for Children 

Not specifically 
included/exclud

ed beyond 
regular limits 

Not 
specifically 

included/excl
uded beyond 
regular limits No No No No 

Limited one pair 
of eyeglasses, 
replacement 

lenses, or contact 
lenses per 

incident with 
limits such as 

those prescribed 
to correct an 
impairment 

directly caused 
by a single 
instance of 

accidental ocular 
injury or 

intraocular 
surgery 

Limited one pair of 
eyeglasses, 
replacement 

lenses, or contact 
lenses per incident 
with limits such as 
those prescribed to 

correct an 
impairment directly 
caused by a single 

instance of 
accidental ocular 

injury or intraocular 
surgery 

First pair of 
contact lenses 

or standard 
ocular implant 

lenses if 
required to 
correct an 
impairment 

existing after 
intraocular 
surgery or 

accidental injury Yes 

  Other                     

  
Most Recent 
Membership Snapshot 39,500*** Not Available 19,404             25,506 

  Date of Snapshot 3/31/2012 3/31/2012 3/31/2012             3/31/2012 

Department of Human Health and Services provided no mapping of the 10 ACA benefit categories to the 46 HHS defined categories; an exact mapping is not possible due to lack of definitions for categories 
and overlap in categories; mapping is therefore approximate      
            
      
*Some plans classify the brand prescription drug benefit by multi-source and single-source brand rather than preferred and non-preferred brand. While these two classifications are not equivalent in all cases, in 
general terms they indicate similar levels of coverage.      
**Habilitation benefits are not specified, and as such will need to be supplemented.   
***Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central basis.     
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4. Data, Methodology & 
Assumptions 

 
This section of the report provides background on the data, methodology and assumptions used in the 
analysis. 
 
 
A. Data 
Data was provided primarily through the Department and consisted of the following items. 
 
1. Benefit and Enrollment Information on the ten Benchmark Options 

 
The table below shows information received on the ten benchmark options.  The first three rows represent 
the largest three small group plans within each of the three largest small group products.  The three largest 
small group products were identified in the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight’s 
(“CCIIO”) “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest Three Small Group Products by State” memo issued 
July 3, 2012 (see Appendix A) and confirmed by the Department.   
 
Although the Department confirmed the three largest small group products, upon reviewing data reported to 
the Department by the insurers, the Department is not sure that the CCIIO ranking was accurate.  The 
enrollment reported by CCIIO for the Highmark Health Insurance Company represented only the 
membership in that product for Highmark’s Western region and did not acknowledge the membership in that 
product in Highmark’s Central region. If total membership were examined for the Highmark product, it would 
be the largest product in the small group market. At this time, it is unclear whether CCIIO will revise its 
product enrollment numbers to reflect this distinction or whether it will maintain its original determination for 
what would serve as the default in Pennsylvania.  
 
Note that most commonly purchased riders for plans with the largest enrollment were also reviewed (e.g., 
HealthAssurance’s pharmacy rider).  However, separate plans covering dental or vision benefits and benefit 
coverage under health reimbursement accounts were not reviewed for this study, since those plans were not 
indicated as part of the EHB determination process in the federal guidance. 
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Insurer Name Plan Name 
Rider(s) 

Provided? 
Plan 

Enrollment9 
Product 

Type 

Plan Document 
Analyzed and 
Effective Year 

Th
re

e 
La

rg
es

t S
m

al
l G

ro
up

 P
la

ns
 Highmark Health 

Insurance 
Company 

Premium PPO Blue 
$10 

Yes 39,50010 PPO 

Certificate of 
Coverage 

(COC); 
6/1/2012 

Aetna Health 
Inc. (a PA 
corporation) 

Aetna Health 
Maintenance 
Organization 

Yes 
Not 

Available11 
POS 

COC; 
Effective year 
not specified  

HealthAssurance 
PA, Inc. 

Plan 91234 - $2,500 
Deductible, 100% 
Coinsurance 

Yes 19,404 PPO 

COC; 

Effective year 
not specified 

Th
re

e 
La

rg
es

t S
ta

te
 

E
m

pl
oy

ee
 In

su
re

rs
 

Highmark Health 
Insurance 
Company 

Highmark PPO N/A   

Summary Plan 
Design (SPD); 
SPD Released 

7/1/2012 

Capital 
BlueCross 

Keystone Health 
Plan Central HMO 

N/A   
SPD; 

SPD Released 
7/1/2012 

United 
Healthcare 

United Healthcare 
Consumer Directed 
Health Plan 

N/A   
SPD; 

SPD Released 
7/1/2012 

Th
re

e 
La

rg
es

t F
ed

er
al

 E
m

pl
oy

ee
 

H
ea

lth
 B

en
ef

it 
In

su
re

rs
 

Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Standard Option N/A  PPO 

SPD; 
SPD Released 

1/1/2012 

Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Basic Option N/A  PPO 

SPD; 
SPD Released 

1/1/2012 
Government 
Employees 
Health 
Association 
(GEHA) 

Standard Option N/A  PPO 
SPD; 

SPD Released 
1/1/2012 

MetLife FEDVIP Dental N/A  
Stand-
Alone 
Dental 

SPD; 
SPD Released 

1/1/2012 

La
rg

es
t 

C
om

m
er

ci
al

  
(n

on
-

M
ed

ic
ai

d)
 

H
M

O
 

Keystone Health 
Plan East 

Blue Solutions 
(Small Group) HMO 
5/5.1 

Yes 25,506 PPO 
COC; 

Effective Date 
1/1/2012 

                                                      
9 See Appendix A – CCIIO 12/16/11 Memo page 9 
10 Enrollment for the Highmark Health Insurance Company Premium PPO Blue $10 plan was provided on a combined West and Central 
basis 
11 Aetna’s HMO plan (POS) is one of the Commonwealth’s largest three small group products, however enrollment at the plan level 
could not be provided 
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2. Commonwealth-specific Mandated Benefits 

 
The Department provided a list of 26 state-mandated benefits for accidental and health insurance policies 
which are summarized in Appendix B.  
 
3. Commonwealth Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits 

 
The Department provided benefit descriptions of the current Medical Assistance and CHIP benefits used in 
the Section 2 analysis.  
 
 
In performing our analysis, we relied on data and other information provided to us by the insurers (through 
the Department) and available publicly. We have not audited or verified this data. If the underlying 
information is inaccurate or incomplete, the results of our analysis may likewise be inaccurate or incomplete.   
 
 

B. Methodology 
In order to summarize the information and analyze EHB options, we: 
 

1. determined the level of detail to be included in the comparison,  
2. determined which options needed to be supplemented in order to be cover missing benefit 

categories, and  
3. reviewed the mandated benefits to determine applicability to EHB and determined which mandates 

were included in each of the options.  
 
Each of these steps is described in more detail below: 
 
1. Level of Detail 
 
The service categories listed in the ten benchmark options as shown in the Section 3 table are reflective of 
the 46 benefit categories provided in the HHS final rule on EHB Data Collection.  According to the Appendix 
G and H-3 of the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) package referenced in that final rule, HHS will be 
collecting information from the insurers summarized into 46 (45 plus “other”) benefit elements. For purposes 
of this analysis, these benefit categories were grouped into the one of the ten ACA statutory benefit 
categories. Note that there is no federal guidance on how the 45 services should map into the ten ACA 
required benefit categories, if at all.  Further, there is no formal indication that HHS intends this list of 46 
benefit categories to be required to demonstrate compliance with the ten categories, but since it is the data 
being collected for the web portal, and the final rule recognizes that the data will be helpful in defining the 
EHB, it is unlikely that HHS will expand beyond these 46 categories. 

 
We determined whether or not a benefit was covered or limited by reviewing the plan documents provided. 
Note that the benefits included in the table in Section 3 do not constitute a complete list of every benefit 
included in every benchmark plan; it does include all benefits specified by the federal rule on EHB data 
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collection. Also note that the benefit table in Section 3 does not reflect a complete list of benefits, benefit 
limits, or other overall service limits that may be included in one of the ten benchmark options. 
 
2. Supplements 
 
The ACA requires that the EHB cover each of the ten benefit categories and in the instance where a 
category is missing from a benchmark plan, the benchmark must be supplemented to cover the category.  
Federal guidance to date is ambiguous as to how states may determine whether a plan covers the ten 
required ACA benefit categories.  The approach followed for this analysis is to determine whether some 
coverage is provided for each of the ten EHB service areas listed in the ACA. Benefits are assumed to 
require supplementation in any case in which a benchmark option plan provides no coverage for a specified 
service area (e.g. hospitalization, pediatric oral services). 

If benefits do need to be supplemented, they may be substituted with the relevant benefit category coverage 
from one of the other benchmark options.12 For example, because the following specific benefit categories 
are not now included in health plan coverage, the HHS guidance has additional instructions for 
supplementing them: 

                                                      
12 However, in a state with a default benchmark plan (i.e., the state did not select the EHB), the benchmark plan would be supplemented   
using the largest plan in the benchmark type.  Refer to EHB Bulletin for additional information. 
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Benefit Categories Supplemental Option per HHS Estimated Costs 

Habilitation Services 

May be supplemented with either of two 
options: 

• Offer habilitative services at parity 
with rehabilitative services or 

• Insurers could decide which 
habilitative services would be 
covered.  

Habilitative Services were estimated 
to be $2.48 PMPM assuming parity 
with the rehabilitative services and 
reflecting assumptions for differences 
in utilization and mix of services. 

 

Pediatric Oral 
Services 

May be supplemented by either of the 
two options: 

• The FEDVIP dental plan with the 
largest national enrollment, or 

• The Commonwealth’s CHIP 
program. 

Pediatric Oral Services were 
estimated from two plan designs: 

• $13.65 PMPM was estimated for 
the FEDVIP plan (for the High 
Option since it had the largest 
enrollment). 

• $11.79 PMPM was estimated for 
the individual and small group 
market based on the CHIP plan 
design. 

Note, for purposes of this study, we 
used the larger of these amounts 
($13.65 PMPM) in the analysis. 

Pediatric Vision 
Services 

May be supplemented by FEDVIP vision 
plan with the largest enrollment 

Pediatric Vision Services were 
estimated to be $0.45 PMPM for the 
FEDVIP plan (for the High Option 
since it had the largest enrollment). 

 
3. State-specific Benefit Mandates 

 
The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Twelve of the 26 mandated 
benefits were applicable to EHB because they did impact covered medical services. Other mandates did not 
impact the coverage of specific benefits or providers.  For example, some mandates addressed provider 
reimbursement or continuation of coverage under certain circumstances.   

 
For the applicable mandates, we produced cost estimates for those benefits whose cost was determined to 
be greater than $0.10 PMPM, which was the threshold established for this study.  Only the mammography 
screenings and medical foods mandates exceed this threshold. 
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C. Assumptions 
EHB regulatory clarifications and rules continue to evolve and are not yet complete. For example, HHS 
issued the EHB Data Collection Final Rules during the preparation of this report.  Also, HHS recently verbally 
instructed states to provide more detailed information on the drug coverage included in the EHB. We have 
reflected the federal guidance currently available, as shown in Appendix A; given the absence of either 
proposed or final rules on EHB, we collaborated with the Department to make decisions on what to include in 
the analysis. 
 
Also, we reviewed plan documents provide by the Department and did not confirm that they reflected the 
plans with the largest enrollment.  The plan documents were reviewed to complete the benefits and 
limitations as noted in the table in Section 3; however, the Commonwealth should reference the plan 
documents for exact details on limitations.   
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Appendix A – Federal Guidance  
 

Federal guidance has been provided in the following documents: 

• The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (“ACA”): Sec. 1302. Essential Health Benefits 
Requirements; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr3590enr/pdf/BILLS-111hr3590enr.pdf 

• ASPE Research Brief: “Essential Health Benefits: Comparing Benefits in Small Group Products and 
State and Federal Employee Plans”; December 2011; 
http://aspe.hhs.gov/health/reports/2011/MarketComparison/rb.pdf  

• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; July 3, 2012; http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/largest-
smgroup-products-7-2-2012.pdf.PDF  

• CCIIO List of Largest 3 Small Group Products: “Essential Health Benefits: List of the Largest 
Three Small Group Products by State”; January 25, 2012; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/01272012/top_three_plans_by_enrollment_508_20120125
.pdf   

• CCIIO Bulletin: “Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; December 16, 2011; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf  

• Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Memo in response to CCIIO Bulletin: 
“Frequently Asked Questions on Essential Health Benefits Bulletin”; 
http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/02172012/ehb-faq-508.pdf  

• HHS Proposed Rules Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of 
Entities for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; June 7, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 
108; http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-05/pdf/2012-13489.pdf 

• HHS Final Rule Regarding EHB Data Collection: “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; 
Data Collection To Support Standards Related to Essential Health Benefits; Recognition of Entities 
for the Accreditation of Qualified Health Plans”; July 20, 2012; Federal Register, Vol. 77, No. 140; 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-07-20/pdf/2012-17831.pdf 

• Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (45 CFR Part 159): Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995; Appendix G and H-3; https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-Listing-Items/CMS1247405.html 
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Appendix B – State-Mandated Benefits Summary  

The state-mandated benefits were analyzed for applicability to the EHB study. Fourteen of the 26 mandated benefits were not applicable to EHB because they do not 
mandate coverage of a specific medical service (i.e., they did not impact eligible expenses).  Large Group Insurance mandates currently do not affect the EHB study for 
2014 & 2015 when small group is defined as 50 or fewer employees; but should be revisited in 2016 when the definition of a small group is increased to 100 or fewer 
employees. 

Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 

Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 

1 
Alcohol/ 
Substance 
Abuse 

Act 106 of 1989, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §§908-1 – 
908-8 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI-
A);  
 
31 Pa Code 
§§89.601 - 89.623 

Inpatient Benefits 
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and Dietary Services 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addiction, counselor and trained staff services 
[3] Diagnostic x-ray 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory testing 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies 
Treatment under this section may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any covered individual of four 
admissions for detoxification and reimbursement per admissions may be limited to seven (7) days 
of treatment or an equivalent amount.  
Inpatient detoxification services which are included as a covered benefit under Article VI-A of the 
act (40 P. S. § §  908-1—908-8) shall be provided in a facility which meets Department of Health 
minimum drug and alcohol standards for client-to-staff ratios and staff qualifications and which is 
one of the following: 
   (1)  A hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 157  
   (2)  A psychiatric hospital licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 Subchapter K (relating to 
standards for inpatient hospital drug and alcohol activities offered in a freestanding psychiatric 
hospital)  
   (3)  A freestanding treatment facility licensed under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 709 (relating to 
standards for licensure of freestanding treatment facilities) and which has a written affiliation 
agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and psychiatric or psychological support 
services. 
   (4)  A health care facility issued a certificate of compliance under 28 Pa. Code Chapter 711 
(relating to standards for certification of treatment activities which are a part of a health care 
facility) and which has a written affiliation agreement with a hospital for emergency, medical and 
psychiatric or psychological support services. 
 

Outpatient Benefits 
Outpatient Alcohol or Other Drug Services. Minimal additional treatment as a covered benefit 
under this article shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[2] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[3] Family counseling and intervention. 
[4] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[5] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
Treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a minimum of thirty 
outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial visits per year. Treatment may be subject to a 
lifetime limit, for any covered individual, of 120 outpatient, full-session visits or equivalent partial 
visits. In addition, treatment under this section shall be covered as required by this act for a 
minimum of 30 separate sessions of outpatient or partial hospitalization services per year, which 
may be exchanged on a two-to-one basis to secure up to 15 additional non-hospital, residential 
alcohol treatment days. 

 
Other Benefits 

 ü  ü  ü  Yes  
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 

Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 

Non-hospital Residential Alcohol or Other Drug Services: Minimal additional treatment as a 
covered benefit shall be provided in a facility appropriately licensed by the Department of Health 
as an alcoholism or drug addiction treatment program.  
Covered Services are: 
[1] Lodging and dietary services. 
[2] Physician, psychologist, nurse, certified addictions counselor and trained staff services. 
[3] Rehabilitation therapy and counseling. 
[4] Family counseling and intervention. 
[5] Psychiatric, psychological and medical laboratory tests. 
[6] Drugs, medicines, equipment use and supplies. 
The treatment under this section shall be covered, as required by this act, for a minimum of thirty 
(30) days per year for residential care. Treatment may be subject to a lifetime limit, for any 
covered individual, of ninety (90) days. The minimum of 30 days per year may not be exchanged 
for outpatient alcohol treatment services. 

2 Conversion 

§2 of P.L. 807 of 
Dec. 9, 1955, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §756.2 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

Most group accident and sickness policies providing hospital, surgical or major medical expense 
coverage contain a conversion privilege, whereby an employee or member whose insurance under 
the group policy has been terminated for any reason and who has been continuously insured under 
the group policy for at least three months immediately prior to termination, shall be entitled to have 
issued to him by the insurer a policy of health insurance. The converted policy may not contain 
provisions less favorable to the insured than the group policy. 

 ü  ü   No 

3 

Serious Mental 
Illness (for 
groups of 50 or 
more 
employees) 

Act 150 of 1998, as 
amended;  
 
40 P.S. §764g (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

General Benefits 
Health insurance policies shall provide coverage for serious mental illnesses as defined by the 
American Psychiatric Association, including: 
Schizophrenia; bipolar disorder; obsessive-compulsive disorder;  major depressive disorder; panic 
disorder;  anorexia nervosa; bulimia nervosa;  schizo-affective disorder; and delusional disorder. 

Inpatient Benefits 
The plan requires coverage for “serious mental illnesses” that meet at least these minimum 
standards: 
1. 30 inpatient days per year 
2. 60 outpatient visits per year 
3. The ability to convert inpatient days to outpatient visits at the rate of one inpatient day for two 
outpatient visits. The plan does not require (or prohibit) conversion of outpatient days to inpatient 
days. 

 

 

ü   No 

4 

Autism Services 
(for groups of 
51 or more 
employees) 

Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764h (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI Section 
(b)) 

(a)  A health insurance policy or government program covered under this section shall provide to 
covered individuals or recipients under twenty-one (21) years of age coverage for the diagnostic 
assessment of autism spectrum disorders and for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders. 
(b)  Coverage provided under this section by an insurer shall be subject to a maximum benefit of 
thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000) per year but shall not be subject to any limits on the number of 
visits to an autism service provider for treatment of autism spectrum disorders. After December 30, 
2011, the Insurance Commissioner shall, on or before April 1 of each calendar year, publish in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin an adjustment to the maximum benefit equal to the change in the United 
States Department of Labor Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) in the 
preceding year, and the published adjusted maximum benefit shall be applicable to the following 
calendar years to health insurance policies issued or renewed in those calendar years. Payments 
made by an insurer on behalf of a covered individual for treatment of a health condition unrelated to 
or distinguishable from the individual's autism spectrum disorder shall not be applied toward any 
maximum benefit established under this subsection. 

 

 

ü   No 
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Mandate 
# Mandate Regulation Citation Benefits 

Plan Applicability Reflect Mandate 
in EHB Study Individual Small Group Large Group State EE Plan 

5 

Colorectal 
Screening (for 
groups of 51 or 
more 
employees) 

Act 62 of 2008, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764i (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

(1) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are fifty (50) years of age or older shall 
include, but not be limited to: 
(i) An annual fecal occult blood test. 
(ii) A sigmoidoscopy, a screening barium enema or a test consistent with approved medical 
standards and practices to detect colon cancer, at least once every five (5) years. 
(iii) A colonoscopy at least once every ten (10) years. 
(2) Coverage for symptomatic covered individuals shall include a colonoscopy, sigmoidoscopy or 
any combination of colorectal cancer screening tests at a frequency determined by a treating 
physician. 
(3) Coverage for non-symptomatic covered individuals who are at high or increased risk for 
colorectal cancer who are under fifty (50) years of age shall include a colonoscopy or any 
combination of colorectal cancer screening tests in accordance with the American Cancer Society 
guidelines on screening for colorectal cancer published as of January 1, 2008. 
 
Applicable definitions:  
(2) “Colonoscopy” means an examination of the rectum and the entire colon using a lighted 
instrument called a colonoscope. 
(3) “Colorectal cancer screening” means any of the following procedures that are furnished to an 
individual for the purpose of early detection of colorectal cancer: 
(i) Screening fecal-occult blood or fecal immunochemical test. 
(ii) Screening flexible sigmoidoscopy. 
(iii) Screening colonoscopy. 
(iv) Screening barium enema. 
(v) Screening test consistent with approved medical standards and practices to detect colon cancer. 

 

 

ü  ü  No 

6 
Mini-COBRA 
(for groups of 2-
19 employees) 

Act 2 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764j (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

(1) Continuation shall only be available to a covered employee or eligible dependent who has been 
continuously insured under a group policy, or for similar benefits under any group policy which it 
replaced, during the entire three-month period ending with such termination. If employment is 
reinstated during the continuation period, then coverage under the group policy must be reinstated 
for the covered employee and any eligible dependents who were covered under continuation. 
(2) Continuation shall not be available for any person covered under the group policy who: 
(i) Is covered or is eligible for coverage under Medicare; 
(ii) Fails to verify that he is ineligible for employer-based group health insurance as an eligible 
dependent; or 
(iii) Is or could be covered by any other insured or uninsured arrangement which provides hospital, 
surgical or major medical coverage for individuals in a group and under which the person was not 
covered immediately prior to such termination, excluding the Medical Assistance Program 
established under the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31, No. 21), [FN1] known as the “Public Welfare 
Code,” the children's health care program established under Article XXIII [FN2] or the Adult Basic 
Coverage Insurance Program established under chapter 13 of the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L. 755, 
No. 77), [FN3] known as the “Tobacco Settlement Act,” and any successors thereto. 
(3) Continuation must include any benefits provided under the group policy. 
(4)(i) The group policy shall provide notice to the policyholder of the rights provided under this 
section. Unless already provided in the group policy, an insurer who has issued a group policy in 
effect as of the effective date of this section shall provide such notice to the policyholder within forty-
five days of the effective date. 
(5)(i) The covered employee or eligible dependent requesting the continuation of coverage must pay 
to the administrator or its designee, on a monthly basis, the amount of contribution required to be 
paid by the covered employee or eligible dependent to continue the coverage. 

 ü    No 

7 Adult Children 

Act 4 of 2009, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752.1 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

Expands health insurance coverage for children of insured parents. It allows adults up through and 
including the age of 29, at the insured employee's expense, under certain conditions, to remain 
covered by their parents’ health insurance. Those eligible children are: 
  • unmarried 
  • have no dependents 
  • are residents of the commonwealth or enrolled as a fulltime student at an institution of higher 
education and 
  • are not provided private insurance coverage or enrolled in, or eligible for, government benefits. 
The coverage occurs at the discretion of the employer and does not preclude an increase in 
premiums related to covering children for these additional years. 

 ü  ü  ü  No 
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8 
Chemotherapy / 
Cancer 
Hormone 
Treatment 

Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764b (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

Inpatient and Outpatient Benefits 
Whenever any individual or group health, sickness or accident insurance policy...providing hospital 
or medical/surgical coverage includes within their coverage benefits for cancer chemotherapy and 
cancer hormone treatments and services which have been approved by the United States Food 
and Drug Administration for general use in treatment of cancer, the covered individual shall be 
entitled to benefits for cancer chemotherapy and cancer hormone treatments, whether performed 
in a physician's office, in an outpatient department of a hospital, in a hospital as a hospital 
inpatient or in any other medically appropriate treatment setting. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

9 Childhood 
Immunizations 

Act 35 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
 
40 P.S. §§3501 – 
3508 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 15); 
 
 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.801 -89.809 

...any health insurance policy...by any health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance 
benefits applicable under the policy include coverage for child immunizations. A health insurance 
policy shall provide for coverage for medically necessary booster doses of all immunizing agents 
used in child immunizations. 
 
Benefits for child immunization services shall be exempt from deductible or dollar limit provisions in a 
health insurance policy. This exemption must be explicitly provided for in the policy.  Copays and 
coinsurances may still apply; 
 
A health insurance policy which is not exempt from this subchapter under §  89.809 (relating to 
exempt policies) and which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth on or after November 22, 1992, shall include coverage for child immunizations. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

10 
Diabetic 
Supplies & 
Education 

Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764e (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

[Policies] shall provide coverage of the equipment, supplies and outpatient self-management training 
and education, including medical nutrition therapy for the treatment of insulin-dependent diabetes, 
insulin-using diabetes, gestational diabetes and noninsulin-using diabetes if prescribed by a health 
care professional legally authorized to prescribe such items under law. The benefits specified in this 
section may be provided through a combination of policies, contracts, certificates or riders, including 
major medical contracts. 
 
Outpatient Benefits 
Equipment and supplies shall include the following: blood glucose monitors, monitor supplies, 
insulin, injection aids, syringes, insulin infusion devices, pharmacological agents for controlling blood 
sugar and orthotics. 
Diabetes outpatient self-management training and education shall be provided under the supervision 
of a licensed health care professional with expertise in diabetes to ensure that persons with diabetes 
are educated as to the proper self-management and treatment of their diabetes, including 
information on proper diets. Coverage for self-management education and education relating to diet 
and prescribed by a licensed physician shall include: 
(1) visits medically necessary upon the diagnosis of diabetes; 
(2) visits under circumstances whereby a physician identifies or diagnoses a significant change in 
the patient's symptoms or conditions that necessitates changes in a patient's self-management; and 
(3) where a new medication or therapeutic process relating to the person's treatment and/or 
management of diabetes has been identified as medically necessary by a licensed physician. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

11 Emergency 
Reimbursement 

Act 112 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3041 – 
3042 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10C) 

An insurer shall reimburse an insured or provider for medically necessary services that are provided 
in a hospital emergency facility due to a medical emergency. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

12 
Gynecological 
Examinations / 
Pap Smear 

Act 20 of 1994, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1571 – 
1577 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 

A health insurance policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in 
this Commonwealth by a health care insurer shall provide that the health insurance benefits 
applicable under the policy include coverage for periodic health maintenance to include: 
(1) Annual gynecological examination, including a pelvic examination and clinical breast 
examination. 
(2) Routine pap smears in accordance with the recommendations of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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13 Hearing Aid 
Coverage 

Act 98 of 1998, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764f (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

Applies to Medicare and Medicaid program coverage: Any insurer that underwrites Medicare or 
Medicaid insurance for insureds residing in this Commonwealth shall provide coverage in such 
insurance for a hearing aid sold in accordance with section 403 of the act of November 24, 1976 
(P.L. 1182, No. 262), [FN1] known as the “Hearing Aid Sales Registration Law.” ü  ü  ü  ü  No 

14 
Inclusion of 
Child Medical 
Support 

Act 114 of 1992, as 
amended; 
 
23 Pa. C.S.A. §4326 
(Title 23 Pa. C.S.A., 
Part V, Chapter 43, 
Subchapter B) 

In every proceeding to establish or modify an order which requires the payment of child support, the 
court shall ascertain the ability of each parent to provide health care coverage for the children of the 
parties, and the order shall provide health care coverage for each child as appropriate.  If the court 
finds that health care coverage is not available to either parent at a reasonable cost on an 
employment-related or other group basis, the court shall order either parent or both parents to obtain 
for the parties' children health insurance coverage which is available at reasonable cost. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  No 

15 Mammography 
Screenings 

Act 37 of 1989, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764c (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

Policies shall provide coverage for mammographic examinations. The minimum coverage required 
shall include all costs associated with a mammogram every year for women 40 years of age or older 
and with any mammogram based on a physician's recommendation for women under 40 years of 
age. Prior to payment for a screening mammogram, insurers shall verify that the screening 
mammography service provider is properly licensed by the department in accordance with the act of 
July 9, 1992 (P.L. 449, No. 93), known as the “Mammography Quality Assurance Act.” [FN3] Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to cover the surgical procedure known as 
mastectomy or to prevent application of deductible or copayment provisions contained in the policy 
or plan. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

16 
Mastectomy / 
Reconstructive 
Surgery 

Act 51 of 1997, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §764d (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 2, 
Article VI, Section 
(b)) 

Every health care policy which is delivered, issued for delivery, renewed, extended or modified in this 
Commonwealth by a health care insurer which provides coverage for the surgical procedure known 
as mastectomy shall also include coverage for: 
(i) prosthetic devices; 
(ii) physical complications including lymphedemas; and 
(iii) reconstructive surgery incident to any mastectomy in a manner determined in consultation with 
the attending physician and the patient. Written notice of the availability of such coverage shall be 
delivered to the participant upon enrollment and annually thereafter. 
 
Inpatient Benefits 
Policies described in this subsection shall provide coverage for inpatient care following a 
mastectomy for the length of stay that the treating physician determines is necessary to meet 
generally accepted criteria for safe discharge.  
 
Outpatient Benefits 
No health insurance policy delivered, issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after 
the effective date of this section shall require outpatient care following a mastectomy performed in a 
health care facility. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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17 Maternity 

Act 85 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1581-
1584 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 

(a) General rule.--Every health insurance policy that provides maternity benefits and is delivered, 
issued, executed or renewed in this Commonwealth on or after the effective date of this act shall 
provide coverage for a minimum of 48 hours of inpatient care following normal vaginal delivery and 
96 hours of inpatient care following Caesarean delivery. 
 
(b) Other lengths of stay.--In addition to the coverage in subsection (a), a health insurance policy 
may also provide for a shorter length of stay, but only if the treating or attending physician 
determines that the mother and newborn meet medical criteria for safe discharge contained within 
guidelines developed by or in cooperation with treating physicians which recognize treatment 
standards, including those of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, that determine appropriate length of stay based upon, but not 
limited to, the following: the evaluation of the antepartum, intrapartum and postpartum course of the 
mother and infant; the gestational stage, birth weight and clinical condition of the infant; the 
demonstrated ability of the mother to care for the infant post-discharge; and the availability of the 
post-discharge follow-up care to verify the condition of the infant and mother within 48 hours after 
discharge. 
 
(c) Home health care visits.--The health insurance policy shall provide coverage for at least one 
home health care visit within 48 hours after discharge when discharge occurs prior to the times set 
forth in subsection (a). Such visits shall be made by a licensed health care provider whose scope of 
practice includes post-partum care. Home health care visits shall include parent education, 
assistance and training in breast and bottle feeding, infant screening and clinical tests and the 
performance of any necessary maternal and neonatal physical assessments. At the mother's sole 
discretion, any visits may occur at the facility of the provider. The health insurance policy shall not 
include any copayment, coinsurance or deductible amount for any post-partum home health care 
visits. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

18 Medical Foods 

Act 191 of 1996, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3901-
3909 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 19) 

Applies to certain group or individual plans that cover prescription drugs: Any health insurance 
policy...shall provide that the health insurance benefits applicable under the policy include coverage 
for the cost of nutritional supplements (formulas) as medically necessary for the therapeutic 
treatment of phenylketonuria, branched-chain ketonuria, galactosemia and homocystinuria as 
administered under the direction of a physician. 
 
These will be exempt from deductible provisions. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

19 Newborn 
Children 

Act 81 of 1975, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§771 – 774 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.201 - 89.209 

The coverage for newborn children shall consist of coverage of injury or sickness including the 
necessary care and treatment of medically diagnosed congenital defects, birth abnormalities, 
prematurity and routine nursery care, but need not include routine well-baby care, immunizations 
and medical examinations or tests not necessary for the treatment of a covered injury, illness, defect, 
deformity or disease except to the extent that such coverages are provided the insured or for 
dependent children under the same class of coverage for the first 31 days after the date of birth. 
 
Definitions:  
Routine nursery care—Hospital or other qualified health care institution, room, board or 
miscellaneous institutional care or care rendered by a licensed medical practitioner, performing 
within the scope of his license, associated with hospital confinement.  
Routine well-baby care—Expense for which coverage is available under a form to a covered person 
for preventive health care, rendered either on an inpatient or outpatient basis, not associated with 
treatment of an ill or injured person, such as, but not limited to, immunizations, medical examinations 
or tests not necessary for the treatment of covered injuries, illnesses, birth defects, deformities or 
diseases, and hospital room, board or miscellaneous institutional expenses. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 
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20 

Physically 
Handicapped 
Or Mentally 
Retarded 
Dependent 

§1 of P.L. (1967) 969 
(Jan. 18, 1968), as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §752(A)(9) 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.82(b) 

A policy under which coverage of a dependent of a policyholder terminates at a specified age shall, 
with respect to an unmarried child covered by the policy prior to the attainment of the age of nineteen 
who is incapable of self-sustaining employment by reason of mental retardation or physical handicap 
and who became so incapable prior to attainment of age nineteen and who is chiefly dependent 
upon such policyholder for support and maintenance, not so terminate while the policy remains in 
force and the dependent remains in such condition, if the policyholder has within thirty-one days of 
such dependent's attainment of the limiting age submitted proof of such dependent's incapacity as 
described herein. The foregoing provisions of this paragraph shall not require an insurer to insure a 
dependent who is a mentally retarded or physically handicapped child where the policy is 
underwritten on evidence of insurability based on health factors set forth in the application or where 
such dependent does not satisfy the conditions of the policy as to any requirement for evidence of 
insurability or other provisions of the policy, satisfaction of which is required for coverage thereunder 
to take effect. In any such case the terms of the policy shall apply with regard to the coverage or 
exclusion from coverage of such dependent. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  No 

21 

Dental Care for 
Special Needs 
and Young 
Children 

Act 94 of July 5, 
2012 (eff. 1/1/13) 

Every Health Insurance Policy shall provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated medical 
costs provided to an eligible dental patient.  This act shall not be construed to require coverage for 
dental care for which general anesthesia is provided. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
general anesthesia for dental care rendered for temporal mandibular joint disorders. "Eligible dental 
patient" is defined as a patient who is seven years of age or younger or developmentally disabled for 
whom a successful result cannot be expected for treatment under local anesthesia and for whom a 
superior result can be expected for treatment under general anesthesia. 
 
Dental Care is defined as the diagnosis, treatment, planning and implementation of services directed 
at the prevention and treatment of diseases, conditions and dysfunctions relating to the oral cavity 
and its associated structures and their impact upon the human body or the implementation of 
professional dental care provided to dental patients by a legally qualified dentist or physician 
operating within the scope of the dentist's or physician's training and licensure. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  Yes 

22 

Licensed 
Certified Nurse 
Midwife 
Services 

Act 168 of 1981, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3001 – 
3003 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10); 
 
31 Pa. Code 
§89.451 (Statement 
of Policy) 

Whenever an insurance policy, contract or certificate or health services reimbursement program 
provides for reimbursement for any health care service which is within those areas of practice for 
which a midwife may be licensed pursuant to the act of April 4, 1929 (P.L.160, No.155) or pursuant 
to statute in the state where the service is delivered, the insured or any other person covered by the 
policy, contract or certificate, or health services reimbursement program shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly licensed physician or an 
osteopath or a duly licensed certified nurse midwife practicing within those areas for which the 
certified nurse midwife is licensed in the state where the licensed certified nurse midwife is 
practicing. Whenever such service is performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife and 
reimbursed by a professional health services plan corporation, the licensed certified nurse midwife 
shall be granted such rights of participation, plan admission and registration as may be granted by 
the professional health services plan corporation, under 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional 
health services plan corporations) to a physician or osteopath performing such service. When 
payment is made for health care services performed by a licensed certified nurse midwife, no 
payment or reimbursement shall be payable to a physician or osteopath for the service performed by 
the licensed certified nurse midwife. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  No 

23 

Medicine, 
Osteopathy, 
Dentistry, 
Chiropractic, 
Podiatry And 
Physical 
Therapy 
Services 

Act 78 of 1971, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1511 (Title 
40 P.S., Chapter 6) 

Notwithstanding any provision of any policy of insurance, self-insured sickness, health and/or welfare 
plan providing benefits issued or renewed after the effective date of this act, whenever such policy or 
plan provides for reimbursement for any service which may be legally performed by a person 
licensed under the laws of the Commonwealth for the practice of medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, 
chiropractic, podiatry, or physical therapy, reimbursement under such policy or plan shall not be 
denied when such service is rendered by a person so licensed. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  No 
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24 Optometric 
Services 

Act 251 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§1501-
1503 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 6) 

Whenever any insurer, under any contract, policy or plan of insurance, any self-insured sickness, 
health or welfare plan, shall provide for a service or for the reimbursement of a service to or on 
behalf of any of its policyholders, group policyholders, subscribers or group subscribers or any other 
person or groups of persons, which service is within the lawful scope of practice of a duly licensed 
optometrist, the person rendering such service or such policyholder, subscriber or other person shall 
be entitled to the same reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a duly 
licensed physician or by a duly licensed optometrist: Provided, however, That under any such 
contract, policy or plan which pays on the basis of usual, customary and reasonable charges or on 
some similar basis, only the method of determining the amount of reimbursement shall be the same. 
Unless such policy employed shall otherwise provide, there shall be no reimbursement for 
ophthalmic materials, lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses and/or appurtenances thereto. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  No 

25 Psychological 
Services 

Act 16 of 1978, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§767-769 
(Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 2, Article VI, 
Section (b)) 

Whenever a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for any psychologically 
necessary service which is within those areas for which the psychologist is licensed pursuant to the 
act of March 23, 1972 (P.L. 136, No. 52), referred to as the Psychologists License Act, [FN1] the 
insured, or any other person covered by the policy, contract or certificate, shall be entitled to 
reimbursement for such service whether the service is performed by a physician or a psychologist 
operating within those areas for which he is licensed. 

ü  ü  ü  ü  No 

26 Registered 
Nurse Services 

Act 209 of 1986, as 
amended; 
 
40 P.S. §§3021 – 
3026 (Title 40 P.S., 
Chapter 10A) 

When a service is performed by a certified registered nurse anesthetist, certified registered nurse 
practitioner, certified enterostomal therapy nurse, certified community health nurse, certified 
psychiatric mental health nurse or certified clinical nurse specialist, certified by the State Board of 
Nursing or a national nursing organization recognized by the State Board of Nursing and lawfully 
permitted to perform that service under the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L. 317, No. 69), known as The 
Professional Nursing Law, [FN1] and a policy, contract or certificate provides for reimbursement for 
that service, the insured or any other person covered shall be entitled to reimbursement either to the 
insured or to the registered professional nurse providing that service. This section does not apply to 
registered professional nurses who are employees of health care facilities as the term “health care 
facilities” is defined in the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L. 130, No. 48), known as the Health Care Facilities 
Act, [FN2] or anesthesiology groups. 

 ü  ü  ü  No 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Denise Northrup"; "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: point of interest
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Thought you might find this of interest:
 
From: Bulletin News [mailto:HHS-Editors@BulletinNews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:08 AM
To: OS Bulletinnews.com 
Subject: HHS Secretary's News Briefing for Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
 

HHS SECRETARY'S NEWS BRIEFING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 6:00 AM EST

Top Stories:

OKLA. REJECTS STATE-RUN HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Associated Press (11/20, Sean Murphy)
Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday announced Oklahoma would neither be establishing a state-based

insurance exchange nor expanding its Medicaid program. The AP notes the announcement "drew

immediate praise from conservative groups and lawmakers who have railed against the federal health

care law and have urged the governor to resist any attempt to implement" it in the state. Oklahoma

Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman issued a statement saying, "Oklahomans...want real,

conservative solutions to the rising cost of healthcare - we want to make care more accessible, more

affordable, and easier to obtain." In contrast, "hospitals and chambers of commerce had urged Fallin to

support both a state-run exchange" and the Medicaid expansion. Notably, hospital officials pointed out

that "providers are being forced to absorb the costs of the nearly 20 percent of uninsured Oklahomans

who often seek health care services at emergency rooms and are unable to pay."

More Coverage. Gov. Mary Fallin Says Oklahoma Will Not Develop Health Care Exchange Under

Affordable Care Act (Oklahoman, 11/20, Megan Rolland), Oklahoma Is Latest To Reject State-based

Health Exchange (The Hill, 11/20, Sam Baker), Mary Fallin, Oklahoma Governor, Rejects Medicaid

Expansion, Health Insurance Exchanges (Huffington Post, 11/19, Jeffrey Young), State Senator, St.

Mary's CEO OK With Decision To Not Expand Medicaid (Enid (OK) News & Eagle, 11/20, Robert

Barron) and Fallin Says No To State Health Exchange (Tulsa (OK) World, 11/20, editorial board)

ADVOCATES: PROBE MEDICARE IMPACT ON DRUG COMPOUNDING 

The Hill (11/20, Elise Viebeck)
Public Citizen on Monday issued a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius,

calling for a probe into "Medicare drug reimbursement policies in light of the outbreak, which has killed

at least 33 people." In the letter, the advocacy group criticized the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services for neglecting to use "its authority to discourage wide-scale drug compounding conducted

outside of parameters" established by the FDA. Public Citizen also "slammed CMS guidance on

compounded drugs as 'ambiguous and conflicting.'"

More Coverage. Amid Meningitis Crisis, Critics Say Medicare May Promote Risky Drug Compounding

(Reuters, 11/20, Sharon Begley)

 
Terry Cline, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Health
Secretary of Health & Human Services
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Did you know the lives of 5320 Oklahomans could be saved each year if our
state simply met the national average health outcomes?
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Thought you might find this of interest:
 
From: Bulletin News [mailto:HHS-Editors@BulletinNews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:08 AM
To: OS Bulletinnews.com 
Subject: HHS Secretary's News Briefing for Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
 

HHS SECRETARY'S NEWS BRIEFING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 6:00 AM EST

Top Stories:

OKLA. REJECTS STATE-RUN HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Associated Press (11/20, Sean Murphy)
Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday announced Oklahoma would neither be establishing a state-based

insurance exchange nor expanding its Medicaid program. The AP notes the announcement "drew

immediate praise from conservative groups and lawmakers who have railed against the federal health

care law and have urged the governor to resist any attempt to implement" it in the state. Oklahoma

Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman issued a statement saying, "Oklahomans...want real,

conservative solutions to the rising cost of healthcare - we want to make care more accessible, more

affordable, and easier to obtain." In contrast, "hospitals and chambers of commerce had urged Fallin to

support both a state-run exchange" and the Medicaid expansion. Notably, hospital officials pointed out

that "providers are being forced to absorb the costs of the nearly 20 percent of uninsured Oklahomans

who often seek health care services at emergency rooms and are unable to pay."

More Coverage. Gov. Mary Fallin Says Oklahoma Will Not Develop Health Care Exchange Under

Affordable Care Act (Oklahoman, 11/20, Megan Rolland), Oklahoma Is Latest To Reject State-based

Health Exchange (The Hill, 11/20, Sam Baker), Mary Fallin, Oklahoma Governor, Rejects Medicaid

Expansion, Health Insurance Exchanges (Huffington Post, 11/19, Jeffrey Young), State Senator, St.

Mary's CEO OK With Decision To Not Expand Medicaid (Enid (OK) News & Eagle, 11/20, Robert

Barron) and Fallin Says No To State Health Exchange (Tulsa (OK) World, 11/20, editorial board)

ADVOCATES: PROBE MEDICARE IMPACT ON DRUG COMPOUNDING 

The Hill (11/20, Elise Viebeck)
Public Citizen on Monday issued a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius,

calling for a probe into "Medicare drug reimbursement policies in light of the outbreak, which has killed

at least 33 people." In the letter, the advocacy group criticized the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services for neglecting to use "its authority to discourage wide-scale drug compounding conducted

outside of parameters" established by the FDA. Public Citizen also "slammed CMS guidance on

compounded drugs as 'ambiguous and conflicting.'"

More Coverage. Amid Meningitis Crisis, Critics Say Medicare May Promote Risky Drug Compounding

(Reuters, 11/20, Sharon Begley)

 
Terry Cline, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Health
Secretary of Health & Human Services
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Denise Northrup"; "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: point of interest
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 6:13:10 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thought you might find this of interest:
 
From: Bulletin News [mailto:HHS-Editors@BulletinNews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:08 AM
To: OS Bulletinnews.com 
Subject: HHS Secretary's News Briefing for Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
 

HHS SECRETARY'S NEWS BRIEFING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 6:00 AM EST

Top Stories:

OKLA. REJECTS STATE-RUN HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Associated Press (11/20, Sean Murphy)
Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday announced Oklahoma would neither be establishing a state-based

insurance exchange nor expanding its Medicaid program. The AP notes the announcement "drew

immediate praise from conservative groups and lawmakers who have railed against the federal health

care law and have urged the governor to resist any attempt to implement" it in the state. Oklahoma

Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman issued a statement saying, "Oklahomans...want real,

conservative solutions to the rising cost of healthcare - we want to make care more accessible, more

affordable, and easier to obtain." In contrast, "hospitals and chambers of commerce had urged Fallin to

support both a state-run exchange" and the Medicaid expansion. Notably, hospital officials pointed out

that "providers are being forced to absorb the costs of the nearly 20 percent of uninsured Oklahomans

who often seek health care services at emergency rooms and are unable to pay."

More Coverage. Gov. Mary Fallin Says Oklahoma Will Not Develop Health Care Exchange Under

Affordable Care Act (Oklahoman, 11/20, Megan Rolland), Oklahoma Is Latest To Reject State-based

Health Exchange (The Hill, 11/20, Sam Baker), Mary Fallin, Oklahoma Governor, Rejects Medicaid

Expansion, Health Insurance Exchanges (Huffington Post, 11/19, Jeffrey Young), State Senator, St.

Mary's CEO OK With Decision To Not Expand Medicaid (Enid (OK) News & Eagle, 11/20, Robert

Barron) and Fallin Says No To State Health Exchange (Tulsa (OK) World, 11/20, editorial board)

ADVOCATES: PROBE MEDICARE IMPACT ON DRUG COMPOUNDING 

The Hill (11/20, Elise Viebeck)
Public Citizen on Monday issued a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius,

calling for a probe into "Medicare drug reimbursement policies in light of the outbreak, which has killed

at least 33 people." In the letter, the advocacy group criticized the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services for neglecting to use "its authority to discourage wide-scale drug compounding conducted

outside of parameters" established by the FDA. Public Citizen also "slammed CMS guidance on

compounded drugs as 'ambiguous and conflicting.'"

More Coverage. Amid Meningitis Crisis, Critics Say Medicare May Promote Risky Drug Compounding

(Reuters, 11/20, Sharon Begley)

 
Terry Cline, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Health
Secretary of Health & Human Services
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Denise Northrup"; "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie
Subject: point of interest
Date: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 6:13:10 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thought you might find this of interest:
 
From: Bulletin News [mailto:HHS-Editors@BulletinNews.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 20, 2012 06:08 AM
To: OS Bulletinnews.com 
Subject: HHS Secretary's News Briefing for Tuesday, November 20, 2012 
 

HHS SECRETARY'S NEWS BRIEFING

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 6:00 AM EST

Top Stories:

OKLA. REJECTS STATE-RUN HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE 

Associated Press (11/20, Sean Murphy)
Gov. Mary Fallin on Monday announced Oklahoma would neither be establishing a state-based

insurance exchange nor expanding its Medicaid program. The AP notes the announcement "drew

immediate praise from conservative groups and lawmakers who have railed against the federal health

care law and have urged the governor to resist any attempt to implement" it in the state. Oklahoma

Senate President Pro Tem Brian Bingman issued a statement saying, "Oklahomans...want real,

conservative solutions to the rising cost of healthcare - we want to make care more accessible, more

affordable, and easier to obtain." In contrast, "hospitals and chambers of commerce had urged Fallin to

support both a state-run exchange" and the Medicaid expansion. Notably, hospital officials pointed out

that "providers are being forced to absorb the costs of the nearly 20 percent of uninsured Oklahomans

who often seek health care services at emergency rooms and are unable to pay."

More Coverage. Gov. Mary Fallin Says Oklahoma Will Not Develop Health Care Exchange Under

Affordable Care Act (Oklahoman, 11/20, Megan Rolland), Oklahoma Is Latest To Reject State-based

Health Exchange (The Hill, 11/20, Sam Baker), Mary Fallin, Oklahoma Governor, Rejects Medicaid

Expansion, Health Insurance Exchanges (Huffington Post, 11/19, Jeffrey Young), State Senator, St.

Mary's CEO OK With Decision To Not Expand Medicaid (Enid (OK) News & Eagle, 11/20, Robert

Barron) and Fallin Says No To State Health Exchange (Tulsa (OK) World, 11/20, editorial board)

ADVOCATES: PROBE MEDICARE IMPACT ON DRUG COMPOUNDING 

The Hill (11/20, Elise Viebeck)
Public Citizen on Monday issued a letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius,

calling for a probe into "Medicare drug reimbursement policies in light of the outbreak, which has killed

at least 33 people." In the letter, the advocacy group criticized the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

Services for neglecting to use "its authority to discourage wide-scale drug compounding conducted

outside of parameters" established by the FDA. Public Citizen also "slammed CMS guidance on

compounded drugs as 'ambiguous and conflicting.'"

More Coverage. Amid Meningitis Crisis, Critics Say Medicare May Promote Risky Drug Compounding

(Reuters, 11/20, Sharon Begley)

 
Terry Cline, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Health
Secretary of Health & Human Services
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Governor Mary Fallin Announcement re/ PPACA 
Talking Points 

 

 While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not to build a state-based insurance exchange or expand the Medicaid 
program as proposed in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the health of all 
Oklahoman’s.  One demonstration of this commitment is that they protected the Health and Human Services 
agencies during the recent economic downturn from significant reductions that would jeopardize the health and 
safety of our citizens.  The end result is that the Health and Human Services area took the smallest reduction of 
any of the cabinet areas. 
    

 The Governor and her staff have been exploring the impact of PPACA and working with healthcare experts and 
lawmakers across the country in order to make sound decisions on implementing a state based exchange or 
expand Medicaid in Oklahoma.  The final determination is that this law will not improve the quality of healthcare 
or address the escalating healthcare costs that are bankrupting our nation, nor does it provide the flexibility 
needed to improve health outcomes in a financially sound or sustainable manner.  
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovations in healthcare and the Governor is committed to building upon those 
innovations to create Oklahoma solutions to our healthcare problems.  She welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Oklahoma legislature and other stakeholders to develop an Oklahoma plan to reduce the number of 
uninsured families, provide quality healthcare and address rising healthcare costs.     
 

Insurance Exchange  
 

 There is an absence of critical guidance and regulations that would allow states to understand the full 
ramifications of building and implementing a state based insurance exchange.   Without HHS regulation and 
guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom of control will be provided to states operating an 
exchange.   State based exchanges will be so in name only and it does not benefit us to fund a new government 
program that will ultimately be under the control of the federal government. 
 

 The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million to $50 million dollars. 
The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary 
Fallin will continue to work with the Oklahoma legislature to develop financially sound healthcare solutions.      
 

 While the pricing structure has not yet been released, HHS will likely pass the cost of the federal exchange to the 
insurers selling products on the exchange.   This fee, in turn, will likely be passed on to the purchaser of the 
healthcare plan.            

 
 Medicaid Expansion 
 

 Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without true reform in PPACA.  The Medicaid expansion 
does not adequately address needed improvements in the availability or quality of healthcare services and it 
does not begin to address the ever increasing costs of healthcare.  Further, the federal law does not provide 
flexibility for states to meet the unique needs of their citizens. 
        

 Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as $475 million between 
fiscal years 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of 
the state’s budget like education and public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates 
an additional burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit. 
 

 Oklahoma has a history of innovative programs and fiscally responsible enhancements to the Medicaid 
program.  In fact, Oklahoma has reduced the rate of uninsured among children to just 7%.  Oklahoma has also 
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created an outstanding on-line enrollment system that allows families in need of healthcare real time access to 
Medicaid coverage.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants to build upon to create a viable 
healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs of healthcare in our state while improving health 
outcomes.      

 

 Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of uninsured, for example the 
Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium assistance to small businesses to support the 
purchase of private insurance for their employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be 
discontinued and qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid.  
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same option to purchase private insurance 
coverage as other large employers and their employees.  
 

 Oklahoma does not anticipate that opting not to expand Medicaid as written in PPACA will jeopardize Oklahoma 
hospitals when CMS implements the mandated reduction in Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) funds. 
Oklahoma’s current DSH payments do not meet the threshold for significant reduction.      

 
Oklahoma Plan 
 

 Governor Fallin recognizes the importance of having healthy citizens.  Healthy people create a more productive 
workforce and children that are able to learn.  The governmental system of providing healthcare (Medicaid) is 
important, but it should not be the primary source of healthcare for so many of our citizens.  We need to 
transform the healthcare system into one that supports individuals and families who need a hand-up while also 
supporting a robust private insurance market that is focused on making people healthier. 
 

 Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and the costs of healthcare.  
The Oklahoma plan will include some of the following elements: 

o Establish goals that include improved health for our citizens 
o Empower individuals to be engaged in making good healthcare (and health) choices  
o Ensure payment incentives focus on preventive care and improving health 
o Support the purchase of private insurance products 
o Focus on reducing the cost of managing chronic disease, a major cost driver in Oklahoma, including; 

 High-risk case management 
 Chronic disease self management 
 Improving care coordination within communities of care 

o Specifically target the reduction of unnecessary hospitalizations and emergency department visits 
o Realign the public health system to support these goals 

 

 The Oklahoma Plan will address the concerns of healthcare providers about the strain of uncompensated care 
by reducing the number of uninsured. 
 

 The Oklahoma Plan will be developed with consultation from tribal nations and other stakeholders to ensure the 
unique needs of our citizens are met. 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:17:36 PM
Importance: High

 
 
FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until
SCOTUS makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
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the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:17:36 PM
Importance: High

 
 
FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until
SCOTUS makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
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the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:17:36 PM
Importance: High

 
 
FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until
SCOTUS makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
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the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:17:36 PM
Importance: High

 
 
FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until
SCOTUS makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
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the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Press Statements in preparation for SCOTUS/ObamaCare decision
Date: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 3:17:36 PM
Importance: High

 
 
FYI, the following are the statements we are planning to put out depending on what happens with
SCOTUS and ObamaCare.
The answer to any question involving health care exchanges now will be, “we will wait until
SCOTUS makes its ruling.” The answer afterwards will be, “we are reviewing our options.”
 
 
Law is upheld
 
“I’m extremely disappointed and frustrated by the Supreme Court’s decision to
uphold the federal health care law.  Oklahomans believe the law is
unconstitutional, unconstructive and unaffordable for taxpayers and states.  It
will limit patients’ health care choices, reduce the quality of health care in the
United States, and will cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“Moving forward, it is my hope the American people will elect leaders who
will work to repeal the federal health care law and replace it with meaningful
reform focused on commonsense, market based changes.”
 
 
If entire law is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the federal health care
law is a victory for the American people, for Constitutional Liberty, and for
those who care about choice and competition in the health care market.
President Obama’s health care legislation was nothing short of disastrous,
threatening to weaken our economy, reduce the quality of health care across
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the U.S. and  potentially cost the state of Oklahoma more than a half billion
dollars in the process.  The bill failed to make health care more affordable;
meanwhile, it represented an unconstitutional power grab by President Obama
and the forces of Big Government in Washington.
 
“The people of Oklahoma already have spoken out against the federal health
care law by passing a constitutional amendment blocking its implementation. 
I am thrilled the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed with our line of thinking and
struck down a law that is unpopular and destructive as well as
unconstitutional.    
 
“Moving forward, we must focus on the free-market principles of choice and
competition to help lower the costs of medical treatment and increase access
to health care.”
 
 
If only individual mandate is struck down:
 
“Today’s decision by the Supreme Court to strike down the individual
mandate within President Obama’s health care law is an important step in the
right direction.  With the central part of the president’s law stricken from the
books, we can now set about repealing and reforming a plan that is
unconstitutional and unaffordable to its core.
 
“Oklahomans have voiced their opposition to the federal health care bill from
the very beginning, having approved a constitutional amendment to block the
implementation of this bill. We believe that, rather than Big Government
bureaucracy and one-size-fits-all solutions, the free market principles of
choice and competition are the best tools at our disposal to increase access to
health care and reduce costs.
 
“With the individual mandate now gone, it is up to policymakers to repeal
what is left of President Obama’s disastrous health care law and deliver
meaningful, effective health care reform focusing on commonsense, market
based changes.”
 
 
Alex Weintz
Communications Director
Office of Governor Mary Fallin
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:42:02 PM

Gotcha. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:41 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L. 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Tammie is always my first point of contact for BC/BS and she has been checking in with me on their
behalf literally everyday!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
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2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
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Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE
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Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
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prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
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Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
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of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36:05 PM

Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
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the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
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Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as

$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
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·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and
the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:34 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
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taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
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families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:29:04 AM

The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
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be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
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split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
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____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
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Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:34 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
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taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
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families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:29:04 AM

The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
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be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
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split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
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____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
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Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:31 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
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taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
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families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:29:04 AM

The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
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be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
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split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
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____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
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Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:31 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
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taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
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families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Alex Weintz"; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20:37 AM

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
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limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:31 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
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taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured

25339

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov


families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Alex Weintz"; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20:37 AM

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
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limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz; Glenn Coffee
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 1:40:31 PM

We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
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Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
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Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
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taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
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The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
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families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:19:32 AM

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
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to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include individual or provider payments for preventive care, care
coordination, disease management and community based health outcome
improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37:27 PM

Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
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healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          
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What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37:27 PM

Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM

25362

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=Oklahoma State Department of Health/OU=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=TerryC
mailto:/o=Oklahoma State Department of Health/ou=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=Juliek
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov
mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov


To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
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healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          
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What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37:25 PM

Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
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healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

25373



What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37:25 PM

Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and

25379

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov


healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          
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What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:41:02 PM

Tammie is always my first point of contact for BC/BS and she has been checking in with me on their
behalf literally everyday!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS
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7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
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Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
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what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

25386



Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.
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Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36:05 PM

Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
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the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
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Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as

$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
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·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and
the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:32:59 PM

Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
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-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
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priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
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From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
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management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:32:59 PM

Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
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-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
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priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
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From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
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management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:32:57 PM

Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
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-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
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priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
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From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
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management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:32:57 PM

Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
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-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government

25416

mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
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From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
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management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00:12 PM

Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

25421

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/o=Oklahoma State Department of Health/ou=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=Juliek
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=Oklahoma State Department of Health/OU=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=TerryC
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
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accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00:12 PM

Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
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accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00:09 PM

Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.
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After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
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accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

25434



Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00:09 PM

Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

25436

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/o=Oklahoma State Department of Health/ou=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=Juliek
mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=Oklahoma State Department of Health/OU=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=TerryC
mailto:Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov


After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
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greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
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accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.
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Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
 

25440

mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov
mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov


From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; "Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53:42 AM

There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 
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Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
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1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
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$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
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their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; "Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53:42 AM

There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 
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Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
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1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
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$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
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their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:41:02 PM

Tammie is always my first point of contact for BC/BS and she has been checking in with me on their
behalf literally everyday!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

25451

mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov
mailto:/O=Oklahoma State Department of Health/OU=OSDH/cn=Recipients/cn=TerryC


7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
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Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
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what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
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Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.
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Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36:05 PM

Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
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Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
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the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
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Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?
·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as

$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
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·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and
the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; "Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53:42 AM

There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 
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Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  

25466



1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
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$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
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their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cox-Kain, Julie
To: "Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov"; "katie.altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; "Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53:42 AM

There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also informed the feds we are not
expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 

PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 
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Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
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1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,
 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 

From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 

I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
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$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
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their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:58:31 AM

We're going to release in the AM tomorrow so as soon as work starts you guys can start calling
people 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
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disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Alex Weintz
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:58:31 AM

We're going to release in the AM tomorrow so as soon as work starts you guys can start calling
people 
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
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Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
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disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25:05 AM

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25:04 AM

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.
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·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        
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From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:41:02 PM

Tammie is always my first point of contact for BC/BS and she has been checking in with me on their
behalf literally everyday!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS
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7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
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Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
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what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
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Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.
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Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05:14 PM

So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
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are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
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health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
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To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
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to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
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Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Katie Altshuler
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:41:02 PM

Tammie is always my first point of contact for BC/BS and she has been checking in with me on their
behalf literally everyday!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 02:34 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS
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7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
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Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
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what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
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Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
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You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.
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Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
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To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie Altshuler"; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05:14 PM

So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
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are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve

25510



health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
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To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
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to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  

·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
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Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."

Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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From: Cline, Dr.Terry L.
To: "Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov"
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
Date: Sunday, November 18, 2012 2:34:27 PM

Bc/bc, should it be bev binkowski? 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 01:40 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz <Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov>; Glenn Coffee
<Glenn.Coffee@gov.ok.gov> 
Cc: Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
We have a senior staff meeting with the Governor at 9:30 am tomorrow, we will walk thru
everything one final time to get her official sign off. Secretary Cline/Julie, we will alert you as soon
as we have completed the process with her. We do not want to make any calls ahead of that in
case anything changes. We do not want to make any calls more than an hour in advance of the
release. We will send out the talking points only after the press release goes out. If all goes as
planned we expect the release to go out at approx. 11 am tomorrow. I have included the call list
with assignments below.

Call list:

STATE OFFICIALS

1) AG (Melissa) - Denise
2) Speaker - Denise
3) PPT - Glenn
4) OID (Doak) - GMF
5) OHCA (Fogarty) - Cline
6) Lt Governor - Denise/Katie

PRIVATE SECTOR/BOARDS

7) BC/BS (Tammie) - Katie
8) OHA (Patti) - Katie
9) OSMA (Ken King) - Cline
10) PCA (Greta Shepard) - Cline
11) State Chamber (Fred Morgan) - Glenn
12) Tulsa Chamber (Chris Benge) - Katie
13) OKC Chamber (?) - 
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14) Kaiser (Ken Leavitt) - Glenn
15) Sharon Caldwell - Katie

Please let me know if we are missing anyone. Thank you! Katie
 
From: Katie Altshuler 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:37 PM
To: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov' <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; 'Juliek@health.ok.gov' <Juliek@health.ok.gov>;
Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Thank you!
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:36 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Excellent.  Will stand by until notified.  terry
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:33 PM
To: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Will announce both in press release tomorrow. Letter will address exchange only. Please do not
start making any calls until we get final approval from Gov on the release and the letter. I will alert
you once it is okay to make contact and let you know who we plan to make contact with.
 
From: Cline, Dr.Terry L. [mailto:TerryC@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:05 PM
To: Katie Altshuler; Cox-Kain, Julie <Juliek@health.ok.gov>; Alex Weintz 
Cc: Denise Northrup 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
So no notification or decision made public yet on Medicaid?  Makes a difference on those calls.  If it
included Medicaid, I was going to suggest:  I am happy to  contact any one you would like me to
contact.  In addition to elected officials (including DOI), who I assume Katie/Denise/perhaps the
Gov. depending on who it is, would like to contact,  the list should include Ted Haines, BC/BS; Fred
Morgan, State Chamber; OKC and Tulsa Chambers; Craig Jones, OHA; Ken King, OSMA; Greta
Shepard, PCA; Mike Fogarty, OHCA.  These are all groups who have chimed in and have a stake in
the decision and will be important moving forward.  I have no doubt some of these will throw
stones, but still helpful to provide some outreach.  I would also be happy to contact individuals like
Ken Levit with the Kaiser Foundation.  This list is shorter if there is no announcement around
Medicaid, so depends if you want the “rip the bandaid off” approach before everyone leaves town
for Thanksgiving.  As you know, timing is important because some may try to get ahead of the
announcement if they know the decision that is coming, so right now I am going with Alex’s
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information directing us to start notification as early as 8ish Monday. Agree we need to coordinate
the list.  terry
 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 12:00 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Alex Weintz
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Don't need to include in letter, we will modify lang in press release.
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:53 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov>; Denise Northrup 
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
There is no timeline or developed mechanism yet for notifying hhs about medicaid. We can include
it in letter now but we expect an opt in or out form from cms later. This letter was specific ti
exchange deadline. 
-------------------------- 
Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 11:26 AM
To: Katie Altshuler <Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov>; Cox-Kain, Julie 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L.; Denise Northrup <Denise.Northrup@gov.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
The letter draft to Sebelius references only exchanges, but our press release says we have also
informed the feds we are not expanding Medicaid. do we need a seperate letter for Medicaid, or how
are we informing Sebelius about the Medicaid decision?
 
PRESS RELEASE

Governor Fallin today released the following statement announcing that Oklahoma will not
pursue the creation of a state-based exchange or participate in the Medicaid expansion in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA):

For the past few months, my staff and I have worked with other lawmakers, Oklahoma
stakeholders and health care experts across the country to determine the best course of action
for Oklahoma in regards to both the possible creation of a health insurance exchange and the
expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act. Our priority has been to ascertain
what can be done to increase quality and access to healthcare, contain costs, and do so
without placing an undue burden on taxpayers or the state. As I have stated many times
before, it is my firm belief that PPACA fails to further these goals, and will in fact decrease
the quality of healthcare across the U.S. while contributing to the nation’s growing deficit
crisis.

Despite my ongoing opposition to the federal health care law, the state of Oklahoma is
legally obligated to either build an exchange that is PPACA compliant and approved by the
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Obama Administration, or to open the door to an exchange run by the federal government.
This choice has been forced on the people of Oklahoma despite the fact that voters have
overwhelmingly expressed their opposition to the federal health care law through their
support of State Question 756, a constitutional amendment prohibiting the implementation of
key components of PPACA.

After careful consideration, I have today informed Secretary of Health Kathleen Sebelius that
Oklahoma will not pursue the creation of its own health insurance exchange. Any exchange
that is PPACA compliant will necessarily be ‘state-run’ in name only and would require
Oklahoma resources, staff and tax dollars to implement. It does not benefit Oklahoma
taxpayers to actively support and fund a new government program that will ultimately be
under the control of the federal government, that is opposed by a clear majority of
Oklahomans, and that will further the implementation of a law that threatens to erode both
the quality of American healthcare and the fiscal stability of the nation. 

Furthermore, I have also informed Secretary Sebelius that Oklahoma will not be participating
in the Obama Administration’s proposed expansion of Medicaid. Such an expansion would
be unaffordable, costing the state of Oklahoma up to $475 million between now and 2020,
with escalating annual expenses in subsequent years. It would also further Oklahoma’s
reliance on federal money that may or may not be available in the future. The massive new
costs associated with Medicaid expansion would require cuts to other important government
priorities such as education and public safety. Furthermore, the proposed Medicaid expansion
offers no meaningful reform to a system that people of all ideological stripes have criticized
as inflexible and inefficient.

Moving forward, the state of Oklahoma will pursue two actions simultaneously. The first will
be to continue our support for Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt’s ongoing legal
challenge of PPACA. General Pruitt’s lawsuit raises different Constitutional questions than
previous legal challenges, and both he and I remain optimistic that Oklahoma’s challenge can
succeed.  

Our second and equally important task will be to pursue state-based solutions that improve
health outcomes and contain costs for Oklahoma families. Serious reform, for instance,
should be pursued in the area of Medicaid and public health, where effective chronic disease
prevention and management programs could address the trend of skyrocketing medical bills
linked to avoidable hospital and emergency room visits. I look forward to working with
legislative leaders and lawmakers in both parties to pursue Oklahoma healthcare solutions for
Oklahoma families.
LETTER

November 16, 2012
Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Center for Consumer Information & Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)
200 Independence Avenue SW, Suite 739H
Washington DC, 20201
RE: Oklahoma Health Insurance Exchange
Dear Secretary Sebelius,
I am writing in response to the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) request
that each state provide a declaration letter indicating their option for building a health
insurance exchange as outlined in PPACA.  While I remain deeply committed to the health
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of Oklahomans it would be irresponsible of me to commit our state to the development of an
insurance exchange based on the information provided by HHS to date.  Our state will not
establish a transitional reinsurance program as outlined in PPACA.  However, Oklahoma will
elect to make all final eligibility determinations for our citizens referred to Medicaid from a
federal insurance exchange.
I continue to believe there are viable market-based solutions that can be found to facilitate
greater access to health insurance coverage in Oklahoma.  My hope is that we can engage in
future conversations that allow states the flexibility necessary to engage in true healthcare
reform, create efficiencies in entitlement programs and empower individuals to take
responsibility for their own health.     
The primary contact for the State of Oklahoma with regard to PPACA is as follows:
Terry Cline, PhD     
Secretary of Health and Human Services  
Oklahoma State Department of Health  
1000 N.E. 10th Street       
Oklahoma City, OK, 73117
Phone: (405) 271-4200    
Sincerely,

 

From: Katie Altshuler
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:25 AM
To: 'Juliek@health.ok.gov'; Alex Weintz
Cc: 'TerryC@health.ok.gov'; Denise Northrup
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx

Good thinking! We have a list of people to contact ahead of time, let's compare notes in the am to
split the load and so we do not miss anyone. I believe we plan to release it tomorrow, but not sure
what time...Alex?
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2012 10:20 AM
To: Alex Weintz; Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Cline, Dr.Terry L. <TerryC@health.ok.gov> 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
I have quickly started pulling together some draft talking points (very draft – forgive typos) because
we know that once this announcement goes public the phone will begin to ring.  If possible it
would be great for Dr. Cline to get a heads up (an hour maybe) before the announcement so he can
call key partners and let them know it is coming.  I would also like to continue to build upon these
talking points with Nico and Cindy at OHCA to make sure they are complete and accurate.  You also
probably want to loop in OID just before the announcement. 
 
You can see I have a few holes and you may have questions about some of them and the question I
was trying to address.  I’m leaving for airport soon so will not be available all day today but will
check email regularly
 
Potential Talking Points
While Governor Mary Fallin has opted not build a state-based insurance exchange nor expand
Medicaid as written in PPACA, she and the Oklahoma legislature remain deeply committed to the
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health of all Oklahoman’s.  This is evidenced by the fact that during the recent economic
downturn, the Health and Human Services cabinet was protected by taking the smallest cut of any
cabinet area.
  
After assessing the impacts of Obamacare on Oklahoma, and speaking with other lawmakers and
healthcare experts across the country, it is clear that this law will not improve the quality and
accessibility of healthcare and cannot be administered in a financially sustainable manner.  The
Governor is committed to building upon past local innovations in healthcare and immediately begin
working with the Oklahoma legislature to develop a plan to reduce the number of uninsured
families and address the burden of rising healthcare costs.
    
Why has the state chosen not to expand Medicaid?

·         Expanding Medicaid as written in PPACA would cost the State of Oklahoma as much as
$475,000,000 between fiscal year 2014 and 2020.  Paying for these increases would
necessitate significant cuts to other critical parts of the state’s budget like education and
public safety.  The cost of Medicaid expansion is unsustainable and creates additional
burden on taxpayers and the federal deficit.

·         Medicaid is an outdated program that was expanded without reform in Obamacare.  This
Medicaid expansion does not adequately address improvements in the availability, quality
or increasing costs of healthcare and it does not provide flexibility for states to meet the
unique needs of their citizens.      

·         Oklahoma has a history of innovative Medicaid waivers and fiscally responsible
enhancements to this program.  Oklahoma has realized increases in Medicaid of __%
between the years 
____ and ____.   Oklahoma has also created innovations in Medicaid, for example, an
outstanding on-line enrollment and real time eligibility system and has been successful at
limiting the growth of healthcare cost.  These are the very successes that Oklahoma wants
to build upon to create a viable healthcare system that actually begins to reduce the costs
of healthcare in our state.    

·         Oklahoma has a history of creating innovative solutions to reducing the number of
uninsured, for example the Insure Oklahoma program (created in 2006) offers premium
assistance to small businesses to support the purchase of private insurance for their
employees.  Under PPACA the Insure Oklahoma program would be discontinued and
qualifying workers (those under 138%) would be required to enroll in traditional Medicaid. 
Oklahoma small businesses and their employees should have the same options as other
employees to purchase private insurance.

Why did you let the federal government in to Oklahoma’s insurance market by not creating an
Insurance Exchange?

·         HHS continues to delay the release of critical guidance and regulations that would allow
states to understand the full ramifications of building and implementing a state based
insurance exchange.   Without that guidance it is unclear how much flexibility and freedom
of control will be provided to states operating an exchange.  
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·         The cost of building a PPACA compliant exchange in Oklahoma is estimated at $30 million
to $50 million dollars. The cost of implementing PPACA in Oklahoma, and nationwide, is
staggering and unsustainable.  Governor Mary Fallin will continue to work with the
Oklahoma legislature develop financially sound healthcare solutions.          

What about the special provisions for Native Americans?
·         The Oklahoma Plan will be developed to provide care to all citizens of Oklahoma.  As

always, we will continue to seek input and guidance from the tribal nations and other
partners so that we may develop solutions that meet the needs of all Oklahoman’s.

Oklahoma Plan
·         Oklahoma will be developing an Oklahoma Plan to reduce the number of uninsured and

the increasing costs of healthcare.  The Oklahoma plan will address the burden of chronic
disease in Oklahoma, which is driving the costs of healthcare up and increasing the strain
on our current healthcare system. 

·         The Oklahoma Plan will include provisions that empower individuals to take control of
their own health, include incentives for preventive care, care coordination, disease
management and community based health outcome improvements.        

 
 
 
From: Alex Weintz [mailto:Alex.Weintz@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:26 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie; Katie Altshuler
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
Also typo on Oklahomans in first paragraph. 
Could someone explain to me what the last line of the first paragraph means?
Thanks 
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 05:25 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Cc: Alex Weintz 
Subject: RE: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
 
Yes, good. 
 
From: Katie Altshuler [mailto:Katie.Altshuler@gov.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 5:24 PM
To: Cox-Kain, Julie
Cc: Alex Weintz
Subject: Re: Declaration Letter Draft.docx
 
This looks great! At end of letter with regard to point of contact, I think we will change language to
say "with regard to anything related to PPACA." instead of "implementation of PPACA."
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Thank you so much, Katie
 
From: Cox-Kain, Julie [mailto:Juliek@health.ok.gov] 
Sent: Friday, November 16, 2012 04:47 PM
To: Katie Altshuler 
Subject: Declaration Letter Draft.docx 
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